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Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook group member Donna Nolan recently posted this shot of a stunning sunset from Snyder's Road in Baden.
Photo courtesy of Show Us Your Wilmot

Local MPs fight for Increased support for
volunteer firefighters

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative
reporter

There isn’t anyone of any political stripe or
level not in favour of giving our volunteer
firefighters an improved tax break, but in
the end, the federal finance minister has
the final say.

The 2024 federal budget will be delivered
by Chrystia Freeland April 16 and area pol-
iticians and fire chiefs are hoping the cur-
rent tax break of $3,000 will be more than
tripled to support volunteers.

( 519-578-3777

Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim Louis and
Cambridge MP Bryan May are calling on
Freeland to increase the credits for vol-
unteer firefighting and search-and-rescue
volunteers to $10,000. Louis said our vol-
unteers should be rewarded for the job they
do.

“These are people who are stepping up
from our rural communities and dedicating
themselves to protect us. I'm hard-pressed
to go to an event without seeing firefighters
there so, in addition to keeping us safe, they
are out there advocating.”

IM LOUIS

%4 Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca

There is a private member’s bill in the
House of Commons asking for the in-
creased tax incentive, something Louis said
has all-party support.

“I'm in support of the NDP bill. It has
Conservative and Liberal support. The is-
sue with it isn’t the wording, it's the speed.
It could take a year or more to pass. That's
why I and others are lobbying to put the in-
crease in this year’s budget.”

Louis recently sent a letter to Freeland in
the hope it will be announced next month.
Continued on page 3

&5 TimLouisMP.ca

Police investigate
road rage in New
Hamburg

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative
reporter

Officers from the Mississauga OPP in
Cambridge are investigating a road-rage
incident between the drivers of a motorcy-
cle and a car.

Police were called around 5:30 p.m. March
7 to the intersection of Highway 7/8 and
Nafziger Road after receiving reports of a
motorcycle travelling at high speeds and
weaving through traffic in the westbound
lane.

“As it approached Nafziger Road, there
was an interaction between the motorcycle
driver and a passenger vehicle. As a result,
there was a contact and a collision between
(the two vehicles). The rider was airlifted
to a trauma centre in Hamilton with pos-
sible serious injuries,” said OPP Sgt. Kerry
Schmidt.

An official from Ornge Air Ambulance con-
firmed the motorcycle rider was a male in
his 20s.

He added the rider’s injuries were down-
graded to non-life-threatening and the
driver of the vehicle was arrested at the
scene and charged with dangerous driving
and other related offences.

“If there is anyone with information, dash-
cam footage, or saw the interaction or any
actions of the motorcycle leading up to the
crash, please call the Mississauga OPP’s
Cambridge office at 519-654-0150,” said
Schmidt who expects more charges to be
laid this week.

Member of Parliament
Kitchener-Conestoga

@ TimLouisKitCon
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Support for volunteer firefighters

Continued from page 1

“I've been talking to her, her staff, the prime
minister, I've brought it up as caucus meet-
ings. It's just the right thing to do. The fact
it is non-partisan, I think, sends a strong,
positive signal.”

Oxford’s Conservative MP, Arpan Khanna,
is lending his support to the cause.

“Absolutely. Oxford is fortunate to have so
many volunteer firefighters serving our
community. We rely on them quite heavily
and I think if there is anything we can do
to support not only their retention but also
their recruitment, it will go a long way in
running these essential services we need.”

East Zorra-Tavistock Mayor Phil Schaefer
is also on board with the proposal.

“I think this is an excellent idea and I hope
this request receives a positive response.
Volunteer firefighters and search-and-res-
cue workers perform extremely danger-
ous jobs and they merit this increased tax
credit.”

He added he has met several firefighters,
and they enjoy the work and giving back to
their community.

“If we could do a little more to support that,
we should.”

Schaefer’s thoughts were echoed by EZT
Fire Chief Scott Alexander who also pro-
vided some details on the fine print.

“We are very fortunate here in that we
have usually been able to carry a full com-
plement of firefighters, including auxiliary
firefighters in training. However, in a lot
of areas in Canada, departments are strug-
gling to find new recruits and any incen-
tives that can help with recruitment and
retention are welcomed.

“This credit would come with some condi-
tions, the main one being that the firefight-
er would have to commit to over 200 hours
of combined training and response annual-
ly to qualify.”

Considering these are volunteers who have
responsibilities to full-time jobs and fami-
lies, Alexander said it would be a gesture of
thanks and respect for what these people

Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim Louis was
asked to spend a day training with the fire-
fighters at the Regional Training Centre in
Waterloo last September. Contributed photo

give back to their community.

“It's a small ask in return for their
commitment.”

Louis said he was honoured to train at the
Regional Training Centre in Waterloo last
September, something that gave him an
even greater appreciation for what fire-
fighters do.

“You always know how hard they work and
how committed they are. It was humbling,
inspiring and terrifying at the same time.
Suiting up and training with them made me
appreciate even more what they do for us
every day.”

Canada has 90,000 volunteer firefighters
who provide essential fire and emergen-
cy services to their communities, many of
whom pay out of pocket to cover expens-
es associated with the life-saving services
they provide. An additional 3,000 search-
and-rescue volunteers also offer critical
services.
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Area health unit concerned about potential measles cases

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative
reporter

The Southwest Public Health Unit is en-
couraging residents of Oxford County to
find out their immunization status in re-
sponse to an increasing number of mea-
sles infections.

Federal health Minister Mark Holland said
in a press conference last week that he is
deeply concerned about the emergence of
measles outbreaks in Canada, a risk that
experts say has grown as infections grow
internationally and the country continues
to struggle to meet vaccination targets.

"Frankly, we're seeing a lot of illness
that was almost rendered non-existent
starting to come back because of vaccine
hesitancy.”

Joanne Andrews is the manager of infec-
tious disease at Southwest Public Health
and said the potential for an outbreak lo-
cally is a concern.

“Because we are such a mobile population
these days and we know there is a risk of
measles being acquired outside Canada, if
people are not fully protected through im-
munization, there’s the risk that someone
could acquire it either overseas or some-
where else in Canada.”

Children are required to be immunized
for measles as a requirement to attend
school, however there is an opportunity
for people to opt out. Andrews said there
are fewer people protected today than in
previous years.

“If that is the situation, they need to com-
plete a form to indicate the reason.I would
say there is a decrease in the number of
people getting routine immunizations and
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unfortunately it does present a situation
where we have people who are vulnerable
to the diseases that are circulating.”

The health unit has no statistics available
regarding the number of students who ar-
en’t protected against measles but there
is a provincial system and staff are in the
process of checking student immunization
records.

“Parents of elementary school children
have been notified if we don’'t have a com-
plete record. Sometimes the record might
be incomplete or it could be the child is

missing immunizations. The vaccine team
is completing that work right now, which
is very timely because we want to make
sure parents are aware if their child is ful-
ly protected against measles, which means
two doses of the vaccine,” explained
Andrews, who is also encouraging adults
to check up on their immunization status.
“If they aren’t aware, they should reach
out to their health-care provider to see if
they have a record or ask a parent if they
were immunized as a child.”

The health unit said parents of fully pro-
tected children don't need to worry about

the virus, but those not up to date on their
shots are at an elevated risk despite there
not being any new cases locally. Despite
that, she said they have launched an edu-
cation campaign.

“We are providing our local health-care
providers with information so they can be
diligent and also for the public to be aware
of the importance of immunization and be
prepared if they are travelling somewhere
they could be at risk.”

The Southwestern Middlesex-London
health units recently had confirmation of
a person who tested positive for measles.
The person lives in London and works in
Woodstock. Investigators concluded the
illness was picked up while traveling out-
side of Canada. After their return, they
had limited contact with others during the
time they were infectious.

Measles is highly contagious and health
officials are reminding the community to
be aware of the signs and symptoms which
include fever, cough, runny nose, red and
irritated eyes, light sensitivity, small white,
grey, or blue spots in the mouth, and a red,
blotchy rash, which is the last symptom to
appear. The rash appears on the face and
then spreads down over the body and will
begin to fade after about a week.

Measles is spread through the air and
complications can include pneumonia, ear
infections, brain infections, other infec-
tions and, in rare cases, death. Those con-
sidered to be most at risk of infection are
people born in 1970 or later who have not
received a measles-containing vaccine or
have not had a previous measles infection.

Publisher

Editor

Business Development
Billing Administrator
Administrative Assistant

Contributors

Mercedes Kay Gold

OCn-a Funded by the Government of Canada
/'*' Tt Financé par b gouverramant du Cangda

A et

GRANT Restoring small-town
HAVEN Jjournalism, one community
MEDIA at a time!

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Stewart Grant . stew@granthaven.com
Galen Simmons - galen@granthaven.com
Graphic Design / Sales Inquiries
Erin Parsons - thewtgazette@gmail.com
Heather Dunbar - heather@granthaven.com
Cindy Boakes - boakescindy1576@gmail.com
Wendy Lamond - wendylamond74@gmail.com

Lee Griffi, Nancy Silcox, Gary West, Paul Knowles,

36 Water St. St. Marys, ON, PO Box 2310 N4X 1A2
info@stmarysindependent.com | 519.284.0041 | granthaven.com

Canada
|

W’"

TAVISTOCK MEN’S CLUB

SAUERKRAUT
SALES

2> building 78 Woodstock
St N, Tavistock, ON

Saturday 11-2 pm | March 9, 16, 23
21/21b bag @ $5.00 per bag

For further details
Contact Ross Schumm

(519)-535-3201

|

C1S BookYour Spring Projects
compLETE TREE for the Upcoming Season.

N.H. INC.

519-662-6198 treefellar@netflash.net
Proudly serving Wilmot township and area for over 25 years

Conservative
Advice for
Intelligent
Decisions

Franklin E. Hinz

519-273-1633

\
Kiss Old Man Winter Good-bye!

Now Accepting New Clients Call me for a quote

Maximize your
return.

Donna L. Hinz

196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4
franklinehinz.com




The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Thursday, March 14, 2024

COMMUNITY —

Wilmot launches community services master plan consultations

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative
Reporter

The Township of Wilmot has launched a
Community Services Master Plan process
and wants to hear from the community
about what matters to them in parks, rec-
reation and recreation facilities.

The plan will guide decision making across
all aspects of parks and recreation, from
playgrounds to facilities and everything
in between. The project will also include
a robust service delivery review to ensure
efficiency and alignment with community
needs and staff capacity.

Mayor Natasha Salonen said the consul-
tations are crucial to shaping the future of
services in the township.

“The Community Services Master Plan
will provide a roadmap to enhance and
grow the township’s parks and recreation

facilities, as well as services and events for
residents, user groups and visitors now
and into the future. The plan will guide
decision making across all aspects of
parks and recreation. I encourage every-
one in the community to have your say.”

Chris Catania is the township’s director of
community services and said, when com-
pleted, the plan will provide his depart-
ment with a blueprint of what it needs to
accomplish.

“Once the community has spoken, it will
be up to our team to deliver on the services
that matter to the community. Whether it’s
from a bricks-and-mortar facility perspec-
tive so we can create new programming
opportunities or enhanced programming
opportunities through to open park space
and even touching on trails.”

He added there are many natural areas in

Wilmot along with the indoor options.

Catania explained there are a few reasons
the township is going through the consul-
tation, including the pandemic.

“I've been in this position since June of
2023. We were one of the industries that
took a hit in the sense that we had to close
our buildings down and prevent people
from congregating. Unfortunately, when
you have three years with COVID, our
last master plan was done, I believe, in
2017. When the pandemic hit, there was a
three-year period where nothing could be
accomplished.”

He added the township wants to make
sure they are hitting the mark over the
next seven years when it comes to com-
munity services.

The township said community en-
gagement is an essential part of the

project to ensure residents have their
say in the future of the community ser-
vices it provides. Residents are invited
to an upcoming public workshop March
26 at 6:30 p.m. at the Wilmot Recreation
Complex. More community consulta-
tion opportunities will be available in
the spring including online at wilmot.ca/
communityservicesmasterplan2024.

Key components of the planning process
include evaluating existing parks, open
spaces, amenities and recreational facil-
ities for condition, accessibility, capacity
and identifying the future needs for all
types of recreational spaces. It will also
review existing events, programs and
partnerships to identify opportunities
for enhancement and establish a vision
based on the values and aspirations of the
community.

Diesel spill closes road south of Shakespeare March 11

By Gary West

Perth Road 107 south of Shakespeare was closed Monday
following a three-vehicle collision near the railway that
resulted in a diesel spill on and around the road and
railway.

In a press release, Perth County OPP said police, the Perth
East Fire Department and the Canadian National Railway
(CN) responded to the collision involving two commer-
cial vehicles and a passenger vehicle shortly after 8 a.m.
March 11.

No injuries were reported as a result of the collision
and police subsequently charged a 48-year-old resident of
Cambridge with careless driving. The Spills Action Center
was alerted to the spill of diesel fuel. The road was closed
for cleanup and removal of the vehicles from the road and
railway but has since re-opened.

Witnesses who spoke with the Gazette at the scene said
a tractor trailer that was full of diesel fuel went into the
ditch beside the CN railway crossing and was leaking fuel
into the steep embankment.

One lane of traffic was reopened early Monday afternoon
as the cleanup of contaminated soil took place. Vacuum
trucks from Green for Life Environmental Inc. were seen
filtering the soil for most of the afternoon as cleanup
continued.

Emergency crews and CN workers were on the scene
most of the day.

Anyone with information regarding this or any incident is
asked to call the OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or online at www.
opp.ca/reporting. Those who wish to remain anonymous
can call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or
leave an anonymous online message at www.P3tips.com.

A.P JoinOur
Dynamic Board
of Directors

Join our dynamic team to help shape the future of
the Tavistock Assistance Program. Bring your expertise
in strategy, finance, marketing or public relations.

As a Board member, you'll collaborate with passionate
individuals, contribute to meaningful initiatives, and
make a lasting difference in our community.

For more information, please visit:
www.tapisforyou.com/board-application/

Applications close: March 4, 2023

- I
Workers with Green for Life Environmental Inc. worked to
clean up contaminated soil after a diesel spill occurred ear-
ly Monday morning, the result of a three-vehicle collision
south of Shakespeare. Photo by Gary West

P L ¥ ¥ ain LIS

TAVISTOCK COMMUNITY
e HEALTH INC.

Tavistock Community Health Inc.
Notice of Annual General Meeting

WEDNESDAY
APRIL 10, 2024

Tavistock Men's Club
78 Woodstock St. N,

Tavistock | 7:00 pm
A $5.00 Membership Fee entitles you to a vote.

Roads were closed at Highway 59 and Perth Road 33, south
of Shakespeare, as emergency and cleanup crews cleaned a
diesel spill caused by a three-vehicle collision near the rail-
way in the area of Perth Road 107. Photo by Gary West

The “Eyes Of Your House” will

make a statement with NEW

Energy Efficient Windows
+ Doors and Retractable
Screens from 4

/‘\ YEARS
BECHTHOLD

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Strassburger m M
www.bechtholdhome.com
519-634-5852 Petersburg

PELE S
REMNIWATOR




A Thursday, March 14, 2024 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

COMMUNITY —

Tavistock Scotiabank helps local firefighters raise
money for muscular dystrophy

By Gary West

Muscular Dystrophy Ontario
was the real winner after all the
money was accounted for from
the Tavistock Firefighters’ Boot
Drive held last September.

Tavistock Scotiabank employees
partnered with the local fire de-
partment which together raised a
whopping $10,242.94.

This total was a joint effort, with ; @ SCOTIABANK e ABR Tl m EDLITH
Scotiabank matching the funds ! Tavistock . ; 5 - EASTHOPE
their Tavistock employees raised. T"'l‘n '|r'.r | .5 _E.E LN E'-r_l,PrJ[ H\’II 52 4 _"rE : M — "'m TL:“N“
The branch’s customer expe- \ - _E:}.p;h';[\_- 2415 Dalles ————————Hhos o =2
rience lead, Margaret Herlick, = ofilia Bk

123 4567 g§90 000000
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said in total, over the years, the
Tavistock Scotiabank team has
helped the Tavistock Firefighters
raise just over $200,000 for mus-
cular dystrophy .

Both the firefighters and
Scotiabank thanked everyone
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South Easthope Mutual Insurance chairman Glen Blair is
shown last week at the company’s annual meeting present-
who generously dropped off e ' ; ing a $1,000 cheque to East Zorra-Tavistock Fire Chief Scott
cash and cheques in the boots =i - — Alexander.

at Tavistock’s main intersection, Pictured from left are firefighter Jacalyn Lange, Tavistock customer experience lead The money is part of the company’s ongoing contribution to
and made the day very special Margaret Herlick, Mucularl Dystrophy Ontario manager Stephanie Singeris and Tav- Muscular Dystrophy Canada supported by area firefighters.
for those suffering from muscu- istock district Fire Chief Mike Donaldson. The cheque shown is the matching funds The company has now contributed $35,500 total to the fire
lar dystrophy. donated by Scotiabank for Muscular Dystrophy Ontario. Contributed photo department’s ongoing work to support Muscular Dystrophy
Canada. Photo by Julie Mcintosh Photo
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South Easthope Mutual Insurance Company reports
banner year at annual general meeting

By Gary West

The South Easthope Mutual Insurance
Company’s 152nd year proved to be one of
the Tavistock insurance company’s best in
recent memory.

Overall gross written premiums grew by
7.65 per cent while in 2023, total incurred
claims were down by 12 per cent.

As board chair Glen Blair of Embro stat-
ed in his address at the company’s recent
annual meeting, “The company had an ex-
ceptional year financially and was able to
avoid the significant-weather events that
happened around us.”

“The company continues to remain fo-
cused on loss prevention and appreciat-
ed all members’ efforts in minimizing the
chance of future losses.”

Given the results, the good news was the
directors have authorized a premium re-
fund of 20 per cent on property policies in
effect on December 31, 2023.

To qualify for the refund, policies must
also be active and in good standing on the
day the refund is issued. Refund cheques
will be mailed out in April.

The board chair also reported that two
significant retirements took place in 2023.

After 20 years as president and CEO,
Frank Rider retired at the end of June.
Jennifer Kearsey was promoted to the
leadership role. She is a well-respected
insurance professional with over 20 years
experience in the industry.

Vice president and claims manager Daryl
Stevenson also retired after 33 years.
Dianne Beckett, assistant claims manager,
was promoted to the role of claims manag-
er, taking over from Stevenson.

In his closing remarks, Blair thanked the
member shareholders for placing their
confidence and loyalty in South Easthope
Mutual, along with their continued dedica-
tion to the company’s success and strength
heading into its 153rd year.

More people
are working
than ever before.

Over 700,000 more people are
working today than in 2018.

It's
happening
here.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario
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Pictured is the South Easthope Mutual Insurance Company board of directors following its
election at the company’s annual general meeting last week at Tavistock’s Grace United
Church. Pictured from left in the front row are Marianne Cook, president and CEO Jennifer
Kearsey, Linda Drost and Michael Munro. In the back row from left are newly elected board
chair Jeffrey Schultz, Paul Heinbuch, Peter Thompson, past board chair Glen Blair, first vice
chair Ken Yeoman and second vice chair David Crane. Photo by Gary West
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WALLACE: Joel Owen

Passed away suddenly as
the result of an accident
on Wednesday, March 6,
2024. Joel Wallace of RR#7
| Woodstock in his 25th year.

. Loving son of Owen &
{ =~ Pam (Brenneman) Wallace.
% Dear grandson of John &
" Linda Wallace of London
~ and Keith & Marilyn
Brenneman of RR#2
; = Tavistock. Joel is survived

by the love of his life Hailey Lance, his aunts and
uncles Chris and husband Burton Hartmann of
North Vancouver, Julie & husband Kyle Wynette
of Tavistock, Darren Wallace & wife Jenny of
Woodstock, Clayton Wallace of New Liskeard,
Bradley Elgie & wife Julie of London, Robin & hus-
band Jeff Willick of Huntsville, and by his cousins
Cole, Lucas, Nash, Reid, Jacob, Caden, Fran, Sam,
Matthew, Christopher, Brittany, Dana, Mason, Mya,
Sydney, Courtney, Joshua, Annie and Greyson Joel.
Joel will also by missed by his puppy "Dozer" and
his friends who he loved like brothers.

Predeceased by his uncle Michael Keith
Brenneman.

Joel was a proud Chicken Farmer and also ful-
filled his his passion to own and operate J. Wallace
Excavating. He was happiest on his boat fishing

or out snowmobiling the trails with his dad and
friends.

Relatives and friends were received in the Francis
Funeral Home, 77 Woodstock St. N. Tavistock on
Sunday from 1-4 and 6-8pm. Funeral Service was
conducted at the East Zorra Mennonite Church,
16th Line, on Monday, March 11, 2024 at 11:00am.
Pastor Harold Schlegel officiating, Interment fol-
lowed in the church cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the Tavistock
Assistance Program (TAP) or the Children's
Health Foundation, London would be appreciated
by the family. Personal condolences can be posted
at www.francisfh.ca

KIENAPPLE Sharon Irene

Passed away peacefully
on Friday, March 8, 2024,
at Woodstock General
Hospital, Woodstock.
Sharon was a resident
.~ of Bright, Ontario and

. was born 73 years ago in
Hamilton.

Sharon will be lovingly
remembered by her
devoted husband Joe
Kienapple. Sharon will be missed by her brothers
Keith Hamilton (Kristy), Wayne Hamilton
(Bonnie), by sister-in-law Cindy Holst (Paul),
mother-in-law Bernice Kienapple, and brother-in-
law Barry Kienapple (Denise). She was a special
Aunt to Scott (Adean), Christopher (Hillary),
Chelsey (Michael), Jason (Marsha), Stacey (Bert),
Brooke (Jesse), Heather (Bo), and Aspen (Connor),
great-aunt to Avery, Alexia, Ian, Colin, Avery,
Austraya, Eustace, Carter, Malachi, and Harvey.

Predeceased by her parents Murray and Irene
Hamilton, of Waterdown and her father-in-law
Joseph Kienapple of new Hamburg.

Sharon enjoyed her time with her family and
friends and the outdoors, snowmobiling, and
boating. She enjoyed relaxing with a good book,
watching her favourite shows and a good game of
cards.

Relatives and friends were received at the Mark
Jutzi Funeral Home, 291 Huron Street, New
Hamburg, on Tuesday March 12, 2024, from 2 -4 &
6 — 8 p.m. A Funeral Mass was held on Wednesday,
March 13, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. with Father Robert
Love officiating at Holy Family Roman Catholic
Parish, New Hamburg. Interment followed at
Riverside Cemetery with a funeral luncheon at the
funeral home in the Waterwheel room.

As expressions of sympathy, memorial donations
would be accepted to the Red Cross, Canadian
Cancer Society or Parkwood Rehabilitation Centre
and can be done through the funeral home.

Personal condolences can be posted at www.
markjutzifuneralhomes.ca
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Remember those you’ve loved and lost with an “In Memoriam” in

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette. We would be happy to

personalize it with a photo, frame and verse that best represents

your loved one.

For more information, email: thewtgazette@gmail.com

Deadline:

Tuesday prior at 10am

YANTZI Mary Jane (nee Roth)

ol g S . Passed away peacefully
e I r "'m on Sunday, March 10, 2024
| A ‘:[___ at the Rotary Hospice

¢, 8" Stratford Perth. Mary Jane
Yantzi of Tavistock in her
86th year.

Beloved wife of the

late Clair Yantzi who
predeceased her November
16, 2002. Loving mother

of Myron (Kelly) of River
John, N.S., Mary Lou
G1nger1ch of New Hamburg, Brenda (Phil) Bowman
of Tavistock, Bonnie (Greg) West of Woodstock

and Grace Henderson of Breslau. Sadly missed by
her 10 grandchildren Bradley & Melissa, Sarah &
Adrain, Brandon & Jessie, Ben & Courtney, Corey

& Bridget, Curtis & Rachel, Catrina & Nolan, Dylan
& Breanna, Addison, Zachary and by her 15 great
grandchildren. Survived by her sister Mae Anne
(Verle) Bender of New Hamburg, brothers Ronald
(Carol) Roth of New Hamburg, Paul (Glenna) Roth
of Tavistock and sisters-in-law Belinda Roth, Katie
Ann (Clare) Schumm, Loraine Bender and Debbie
Yantzi and by many nieces and nephews

Predeceased by her parents Reuben & Katie (Bast)
Roth, son-in-law Sam Gingerich (2017), brother
Kenneth Roth (2024), brothers-in-law Glenn Yantzi,
Howard Bender, Leander & Beatrice Wagler and
nephews Aaron Yantzi and Jamie Roth.

Mary Jane was part of the organizing committee for
the Tavistock Shuffleboard Group, was a seamstress
and enjoyed piecing together quilts. She was the
organist at East Zorra Mennonite Church for

many years. She cherished her time spent with

her grandchildren and loved visits with her great
grandchildren.

Relatives and friends will be received in the Francis
Funeral Home 77 Woodstock St. N. Tavistock on
Thursday from 2-4 and 6-8pm. Funeral Service will
be conducted at the East Zorra Mennonite Church,
16th Line on Friday, March 15, 2024 at 11:00am
Burial to follow in the church cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the Rotary Hospice
Stratford Perth or the East Zorra Mennonite Church
would be appreciated by the family. Personal
condolences can be posted at www.francisfth.ca

@/t//ﬁer-cymﬂk/m/@

Funeral Home Ltd.

1172 Henry Street,
Wellesley, Ontario. NOB 2T0
519-656-2880

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com ChrlStOphCrW Franklin

www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com Funeral Director

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding regions
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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WORSHIP IN WILMOT
TOWNSHIP

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg

In-person service and onling worship Sundays at 10:15 am. Does someone in your family have a special day coming up? Let us know
Programs each Sunday for children during service. at thewtgazette@gmail.com to appear in our Birthdays and Anniversaries
Holy Week Services: listing or to arrange for a special announcement ad.

Palm Sunday March 24 at 10:15am: Service of Holy

Communion March 14: Happy birthday to Catherine Lebold (11), Aria Tonelli
Monday March 25 at 7pm: Monday of Holy Week (11), Ruby Kalbfleisch (13), Natalee Wilhelm (23), Tom Pearson
Tuesday March 26 at 7pm: Tuesday of Holy Week (72), and Kaitlin O’Brien.

Wednesday March 27 at 7pm: Wednesday of Holy Week

: March 15: Happy birthday to Greer O’Brien (6).
Thursday March 28 at 7pm: Maundy Thursday Service of Holy

Communion March 16: Happy birthday to Emery Roy (12), Peyton Zehr (13),
Friday March 29 at 10:15am: Good Friday Meditation on the Harlyn Lange (14), and Izac Blum (21).
Cross of Christ March 17: Happy birthday to Danielle Campbell (17), Matthew

Sunday March 31 at 7:00am: Easter Sunday Sunrise service

Sunday March 31 at 10:15am: Easter Sunday service of Holy . )
Communion March 18: Happy birthday to Simon Ruby (16), Blake Zehr (16),

Karlee Satchell (17), Reeve Hohl and Bruce Yausie.

Furlong (20), Lauryn Reibling (23), and Kristen Cook.

St James Chapel of Ease

4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township March 19: Happy birthday to Lennix Graham (5), Oliver Smith
All Welcome (5), Charlotte Hunt (10), Aubree Diehl (11), Owen Bender (13),
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450 and Cindy Larsen.

Sgacnewhamburg@gma”com March 20: Happy b1rthday to Kevin Zehr, Paul Heinbuch, JaCk
Current health and safety protocols are followed. Holdsworth, and Brock Pellow, and anniversary for Clare and
St Agatha Mennonite Church Brenda Wettlaufer (53rd).

1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212 . . =
Pastor Jim Brown O o

\é\_lorship SBT/\GFB 10an|1 followed by coffee hour and sermon : ; W E WA N T TO : :
iscussion. All are welcome ‘ CELEBRATE YOUR FAMH_Y

CELEBRATION . MILESTONES WITH YOU

~ BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY,
WEDDING, NEW BABY,

GRADUATION, ETGC.

Place an announcement in the
Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Call Sharon at 519-580-5418
" or email sharonbleis@gmail.com

»
X -’ :
. > ) ‘M/her ' the
Renald @, @/ng// Bender ¢ inthe wor: ld?
: would you like to go':
. I _ Office: 150 Queen S :
Who were married 23 St Marys, ON NAX 1541 516.264-2352
March 15th, 1974 age“‘@;%g"g‘;‘g;‘é:%‘;e"c°m Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
\ B . HBraI;wh Og:ft:; z:OPMiIII Street, Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel
" : y ew Hamburg, 3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939
C()llg’ (lllll(lll()lls L4 newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com consultants tOday!

TICO #50025796

K ) ilies ' -
Jrom your families /A 2| www.stonetowntravel.com

WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S

All'are welcome

Service led by Rev Marg Smith
Music by Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY EVANGELICAL

LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Pastor Steve Hoffard

Church Office 519-655-2372
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com

Masks welcomed but not required
www trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE

Interim Pastor Harold Schlegel.
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am.
Masks welcomed but not required.

All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship
service.

Stream services online at
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario
Questions or Need Help?

Text or Call: (519) 655-2413
tavistockbe.org

Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN Lcc
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com

Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

Regular Services 2pm

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
Www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY

T7 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock NOB 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611

Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church
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TAX & ACCOUNTING

205 Peel St.

New Hamburg, ON
Phone: 519-662-1857
Fax: 519-662-2166
Email:info@kratax.ca

Mon to Thurs: 9AM to 6PM
Fri: 9AM to 5PM
Sat: 9AM to Noon

SOLUTIONS

Cowte & Join the family

10.

The Wilmot-Tavistock

Gazette Weekly Quiz

What is the maximum number of golf
clubs allowed in a golf bag?

What is the name of the longest river in
the US?

What is the most abundant gas in Earth’s
atmosphere?

Who is known as the "Father of Modern
Philosophy"?

Who was the very first American Idol
winner?

How many railroads are there in
Monopoly?

What is the world's most venomous
snake?

What is the biggest and fastest roller
coaster in Canada?

How many degrees measures a semi-
circle?

According to Chinese Zodiac, 2024 is the
year of what?

Answers found on page 34

BREAKING

NEWS!

EXTRA!
EXTRA!

READ ALL ABOUT IT!

The Wilmaot-Tavistock Gazette is your
local trusted news source and we
welcome story ideas from our readers.

If you have a local story idea, email it
to Editor Galen Simmons at:
galen@granthaven.com

Schoolwide effort to bring Emma!
A Pop Musical to Waterloo-Oxford
District Secondary School stage

h‘e - ,..r‘;-, ” o

sical running April 4-6. Photo by Galen Simmons

By Galen Simmons

Students and staff from every cor-
ner of Waterloo-Oxford District
Secondary School (WODSS) are
working hard to bring Emma! A Pop
Musical to their school’s main stage.

Based on Jane Austen’s classic nov-
el, the musical is a living, dancing
and soul-warming jukebox musical
that features hit songs of legendary
girl groups and iconic female sing-
ers from The Supremes and Whitney
Houston to Shania Twain and Katy
Perry.

“WO (Waterloo-Oxford) has a histo-
ry of jukebox musicals going back to
the ‘80s and Disco Inferno, so we're
following that tradition with songs
the community already knows and
enjoys,” said WODSS English-drama
teacher and the musical’s director,
Michael Kolodziej.

The story of Emma! A Pop Musical fo-
cuses on Emma, a senior at Highbury
Prep and a matchmaking master who
strives to find love for her classmates
as well as her teachers. Her next pet
project is to find the perfect boy-
friend for the young and bashful
Harriet by the end of the school year.
However, Emma’s pursuit often goes
sideways in hilariously unexpected
ways, not to mention her relentless
efforts just might be getting in the

way of finding her own happiness.

“It's been inspiring working with this
cast,” Kolodziej said. “They’re just
very dedicated, they're taking every-
thing we throw at them and more,
and it's been fairly collaborative, sur-
prisingly, too. We've had some of the
cast choreograph some of the num-
bers and we've had different staff
members (and students) from across
the school being involved as well.

“ ... When we started, I didn't how
this was going to turn out. I knew it
was going to be great, but it was kind
of fun to discover it along the way
with (the students).”

Thet all-student cast includes
Charlotte English, who plays rich,
vending-machine heiress and pro-
spective student at Highbury Prep
Jane Fairfax, and Isaac Roth, who
plays straight-A student and fill-in
teacher Jeff Knightly, a character that
clearly has a connection with Emma
but is unable to express his feel-
ings for her as she focuses solely on
matchmaking.

“It's a lot of work,” English said of the
experience preparing a musical pro-
duction of this calibre. “We do about
two and a half hours of rehears-
al Monday through Thursday after
school. Some days are vocal, some
days are choreography or acting or

A 4 £

Members of the cast rehearse for Waterloo-Oxford District Secondary School’s upcoming production of Emma! A Pop Mu-

a bit of everything. On top of that,
you have to go through your lines
and your songs at home. Personally,
on top of playing Jane I'm also in the
ensemble for scenes where I don't
have a vocal-solo part, so I have to
learn almost all the songs in differ-
ent parts, and that’s the same, I be-
lieve, for Isaac.”

“It's been great,” added Roth. “We're
very appreciative not just of our cast-
mates but also of the amazing group
of directors, the costuming team and
all the other teachers who have vol-
unteered so much time to help us be
the best we can be.”

That team working to make this
production a success also includes
students and teachers from the con-
struction-technology program who
stepped in as set builders, students
and staff from the art department
designing costumes and painting
sets, and even students and teachers
from business classes who are work-
ing to market this year’s production
and, for the first time in school histo-
ry, sell tickets online.

All proceeds from the show, which
is slated to run April 4, 5 and 6 at
the school beginning at 7 p.m., will
go back to fund arts programming at
WODSS. For more information and
to purchase tickets, visit sites.google.
com/wrdsb.ca/w-o0-emma.

IDER

‘ PLUMBING & MECHANICAL |

=

MRS

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing
PLUS Water Conditioning

519-748-1694
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The 0Old Gazettes

By Jake Grant

Slowly but surely, I'm reading
through the past pages of the Tavis-
tock Gazette (est. 1895). Within this
weekly column I'd like to share with
you some of my findings.

March 13-20, 2019, Edition (5 years
ago)

As of Friday, March 15, 2019, Hickson
United Church will no longer be used
as a meeting place for the congrega-
tion. The church has been sold, but
the members will continue to hold
services in Christ Anglican Church,
Huntingford.

Canadian Senator Rob Black dropped
in to Westlandyn Farms on Monday
morning, March 4, to visit Gary, Bren-
da and Adam West at their egg farm
located just outside of Shakespeare.
Mr. Black is interested in finding
out what the grassroots producers
are thinking about the new USMCA
agreement that will affect all Cana-
dian farmers in supply management.

MCC executive director addressed
the Tavistock Mennonite Church
sharing his stories on his recent visit
to North Korea. His delegation spent
a week in North Korea in an attempt
to monitor food-aid shipments that

are being sent to children’s hospitals
throughout the country.

Legion volunteer Rose Berg stands
with student volunteers Melia Brit-
ton and her brother, Evan Britton, at
the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
held in the Tavistock Legion Hall on
Tuesday, March 5.

March 11-18, 2009, Edition (15 years
ago)

Janice Wagler, a leader with the North
Easthope 4-H Clubs, was recognized
for 30 years of service to 4-H Perth
County. The award was presented by
4-H Ontario at the Monsanto Volun-
teer luncheon at the Waterloo Motor
Inn on Saturday.

The Thames Valley District School
Board elementary basketball finals
took place on March 6 and 7, 2009,
involving 48 teams at six different
secondary school sites. Local schools
competing in the Girls A division
were Innerkip and Hickson, with In-
nerkip winning the bronze medal.
Lord Roberts defeated Plattsville for
gold.

The Princess Elizabeth Women'’s In-
stitute held their February Meeting
in the Village Manor common room
to celebrate the group’s 112 years
since inauguration. The Women'’s In-

stitute history began in 1889 when
Adelaide Hunter Hoodless” son died
from drinking impure milk.

Back in 1908, The Eel, owned by
Frank W. Entricken of Tavistock, set
a pacing record that, at that time, was
said to be “one of the most extraordi-
nary exhibitions of speed and game-
ness ever seen in the annals of the
sport.” The Eel may be headed for the
Horse Racing Hall of Fame.

March 16-23, 1994, Edition (30 years
ago)

The Schneider’s Male Chorus of
Kitchner sang the Canadian and
American National Anthems at the
Toronto Blue Jays exhibition game
against the Atlanta Braves on Satur-
day, March 12, 1994, at the Skydome.

The Gladding Ice Devils advanced
to the B Championship round of the
playoffs with four straight wins. On
the weekend they beat Wellesley 2-1
and Paris 2-1.

A Baden girl will spend a month-
long summer session at the National
Ballet School in Toronto in July after
successfully completing an audition
recently. From 1,000 aspiring danc-
ers from across Canada, Angel Jutzi,
daughter of Dean and Brenda Jutzi,
was one of the 100 who were invit-

ed to attend the second phase of the
audition.

March 13-20, 1974, Edition (50 years
ago)

With the icy conditions on Friday
morning, a mishap occurred at the
corner of William and Woodstock
Streets South just before noon. An
automobile and a pickup truck with a
pig in the back collided. Both parties
were not injured in the accident and
their vehicles required a tow. The
condition of the pig was not men-
tioned.

Council approved an operating bud-
get of $12,900 for 1974 for the in-
stallation of a phosphorous-removal
system for the sewage system, as well
as adding alum to the lagoon this
spring.

Russel Oliver, RR 6, Woodstock, an
East Zorra farmer, was named On-
tario Hay King along with the title of
Ontario Silage King at the 27th An-
nual Oxford Seed Fair held in Wood-
stock March 6.

Shop & Save At Wilker’s, two pounds
of Bananas for 25 cents, Morrisons
Picnic Ham, one pound for 69 cents
and Tavistock butter for 75 cents.

Donate your gently used

Housewares
Clothing

Books
Sporting goods
& more

We pick up at your doorstep

Visit MCCPicksUp.com or call

MCC
Picks Up D

226-220-0088 to schedule your pick up.

WOoOoODSTOCK

HOMESHOW

WoDSTOCK FAIRGRODNDS
MARCH 15 - 17, 2024

FRIDAY 3 - 8
SATURDAY 9 - 6
SUNDAY 10-5

Featuring decks, fences, pools, hot tubs, renovations, counter tops, flooring, awnings,
roofing, windows, gutters, foundations, tools, blinds, financial and much more
Admission by donation | www.woodstockfairgrounds.com

- HEAD OFFICE: 5
150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | Tico #50010159
BRANCH OFFICE: |

210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | TICO #50025796

St. Marys 519-284-2332 | New Hamburg 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com
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Royals denied broom finish to OEHL semi-final

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative
reporter

Tavistock had an opportunity to sweep
first-place Ripley at home Sunday but
dropped a 4-1 decision to the Ontario Elite
Hockey League regular season champions.

The Wolves led 2-0 early in the second pe-
riod before Drew Gerth potted his ninth
of the playoffs from Sean Kienapple, but
Ripley goalie Jason Hamilton shut the
door, stopping 23 of 24 shots. Tavistock
held Ripley to just 16 shots on goal.

Game three was a completely different sto-
ry as the Royals embarrassed the Wolves
8-4. Tavistock led 4-0 after the first period
on goals from Matt Zilke, Collin Hartwick,
Gerth and Erik Robichaud. Ripley pulled
to within two in the second, but Gerth add-
ed two more and Zilke a single to make it
7-3. Jon Jutzi completed the scoring with
an empty net, shorthanded goal on a setup
from goalie Jensen Van Boekel.

Despite the loss, head coach Brad Stere
said they can take plenty of positives from
game four.

“Our goaltending was incredible and our
guys played hard. Ripley came out with a

O E

Tavistock, ON April 6, 2024

Pavilion in Starting at 9 am

Queen's Park Ending at 1 pm
Centre

REGISTER YOUR
TEAM TODAY

tavistockroadhockey.com

very tight game and we had trouble ad-
justing to the play. As I had said before,
they are a very experienced team and if
we let off even a little bit, they will take
advantage.”

The Royals scored a combined 15 goals in
games two and three, something that came
to a sudden halt in game four.

“We have had our way with scoring in the
last two games, so I think our guys expect-
ed the scoring to continue but a team like
Ripley will not allow that. With that, we
can definitely improve in all areas of the
ice and we must be more disciplined. You
cannot take double the number of penal-
ties and expect a good outcome. I am still
very confident that our group will respond
on Saturday in Ripley,” added Stere.

“We are a very proud team and do not
take losing lightly. Our game plan would
be to get back to the hardnosed way we
were playing and to battle for everything
that we get. That is the only way to win in
playoffs.”

Game five is Saturday night in Ripley
at 7:30 p.m. and game six, if necessary,
is set for 2:30 p.m. Sunday afternoon in
Tavistock.

X

Free Lunch & Hat

Chance to Win
Equipment!

Ages 10-14

Teams of Four

Drew Gerth places the game-winning puck in the Royals playoff tabulator after game three’s
win. Photo courtesy Tavistock Royals.

THIS WINTER GOI.F IN NEW HAMBURG'

50% OFF Z

THE FIRST HOUR

STATE OF THE ART GOLF SIMULATORS
HYDRAULIC PLATFORM WITH REALISTIC PLAY

BOOK ONUHE DATE NIGHT SPECIALS

* KID’S BIRTHDAY PARTIES

* PRIVATE PARTIES

* WEEKLY LEAGUES FOR
ALL AGES

* LESSONS FROM OUR PRO | J .
182 UNION ST, NEW HAMBURG « 519.662.1938 + NEWHAMBURGONPARGOLECA
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PJHL Roundup

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative reporter
Braves bow out in first round
They almost did it.

Tavistock battled back from a 3-1 deficit to force a game
seven at home against Hespeler, but dug an early hole for
themselves in a 5-3 loss to the Shamrocks Monday night.

The Braves spotted their guests a 5-0 lead by the 13:28
mark of the third period before mounting a furious come-
back that fell short. Nicholas Thibodeau, Ryan Suljack
and Christian Bergmann all scored by the 19-minute
mark of the third, but it would be too little, too late.

Special teams, again, played a big role in the game as
Hespeler went 4 for 7 with the man advantage while
Tavistock was 0 for 5. In the series, the Shamrocks were
12 for 43 on the powerplay for a 28-per-cent clip while the
Braves were at 11 per cent with four goals on 36 chances.

General manager Jordan Zehr said his team came up
short in a few areas.

“They were able to win the special-teams battle, which
throughout a series is key to coming out on top. I think
we didn’t have the consistency we hoped for to start the
series. We dug ourselves a big hole going down 3-1 losing
games where we either gave up a late lead or just didn't
have the effort to match Hespeler’s. That being said, I'm
proud of our effort to battle back and force game seven. It
showed a lot of resiliency on our end.”

The Braves forced game seven with a 7-1 drubbing in
Hespeler Sunday. After trailing 1-0 by the halfway point
of the first period, it was all Braves led by Ethan Sharpe’s
goal and three assists. Ian Glendinning chipped in with
two goals and a helper while James Hopper stopped 37

NEW CLIENTS WELCOME

- CHARTERED |
PROFESSIONAL. &
ACCOUNTANTS 3

CLIVE A. LAWRY |
PROFESSIONAL INCOME TAX
PREPARATION |
519-655-3490 ¢ 22 Hope Street West, Tavistock 7 1

Serving Tavistock and Area for 34 years!

Monday to Friday 9-5 * Saturdays 9-12
Evenings by appointment

SLO-PITCH

PLAYERS NEEDED

Shakespeare Swans are looking for players for our
55+ slo-pitch team.

« Women 50+, Men 55+

 Tues. and Thurs. mornings at 9:30 am

« Play in Shakespeare and KW (carpooling available)
- Allabilities welcome

« Late May to end of September

It’s all about fun, but we do want to win!!

ol Call or text Bud Turner for more
information: 519-949-3087

=/
READ US
ONLINE

GRAHT HAVEM

HERIL e
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of the 38 shots he faced to earn the win. The heated af-
fair resulted in four 10-minute misconducts for each
team in the third period, all for disrespectful or abusive
behaviour.

Zehr said it’s too early to talk about specifics for next sea-
son’s team, but he does want to thank his overage players.

“Last night's loss is still fresh. Priority will be to evalu-
ate this season and continue to scout the players in our
system throughout the playoffs. Right now, I'd just like
to put the focus on our four graduating players, Andrew
Van Boekel, Ian Glendinning, Nic Thibodeau and Ryan
Suljak. All four of these guys are a big piece of this team.
They contributed on the ice in a big way, but their biggest
impact was as leaders in the room. They will be greatly
missed.”

Despite coming up short of the goals and expectations
the team put on themselves as the season progressed,
Zehr said there were a lot of positives to take away.

“This was a great group to work with, with everyone but
our four graduating players able to return, so the future
is bright for sure.”

Hespeler, who placed in the Doherty Division during the
regular season, will now face the New Hamburg Firebirds
who are well rested following a first-round bye.

Applejacks go down in seven to Merchants

Wellesley may not have been able to defend its Schmaltz
Cup from last season, but they battled to the end in their
opening-round series. Norwich took the deciding game
seven at home in front of 800 fans on Sunday by a 3-1
score. The Merchants took a 3-0 lead early in the second
period before Connor Doerbecker found the back of the
net, his first of the postseason. A scoreless third meant

the end of Wellesley’s season while Norwich will battle
the Woodstock Navy Vets in the second round.

The Applejacks forced the deciding game thanks to a
5-2 home win Saturday in front of 500 people. Taylor
Bothwell led the attack with two goals and an assist while
Doerbecker added a pair of assists. Norwich took game
five in overtime by a score of 3-2.

Doherty Division Semi-Final Series

Hespeler vs. New Hamburg

Wednesday, March 13 @ 7:30 p.m. in New Hamburg
Friday, March 15 @ 7:30 p.m. in New Hamburg
Sunday, March 17 @ 3:30 p.m. in Hespeler
Thursday, March 21 @ 8:30 p.m. in Hespeler
Friday, March 22 @ 7:30 p.m. in New Hamburg *
Sunday, March 24 @ 3:30 p.m. in Hespeler *
Monday March 25 @ 7:30 p.m. in New Hamburg*
Norwich vs. Woodstock

Wednesday, March 13 @ 8:30 p.m. in Norwich
Friday, March 15 @ 7:45 p.m. in Woodstock
Sunday, March 17 @ 7:45 p.m. in Woodstock
Wednesday, March 20 @ 8:30 p.m. in Norwich
Friday, March 22 @ 7:45 p.m. in Woodstock *
Sunday, March 24 @ 1:30 p.m. in Norwich *
Monday, March 25 @ 7:45 p.m. in Woodstock *

*If necessary

Tavistock Skating Club’s Team Unity
Intermediate places fifth at Canada Cup

By Teresa Weicker

The Tavistock Skating Club’s Team Unity
Intermediate finished their competi-
tive season with a fifth-place finish at
the Canada Cup Synchronized Skating
Championships in Waterloo Feb. 25 and 26.

This team comprises 20 skaters between
the ages of 13 and 18. The skaters start-
ed their season with a silver medal in
Kingston, then qualified for the Canada
Cup in Baltimore and earned a bronze
medal in Oakville.

This team is coached by Tara Wilkins
and Lauren Holdsworth. Thank you to all
Team Unity sponsors for your support this
season.

The Tavistock Skating Club’s Team Unity Intermediate placed fifth after
competing at the Canada Cup Synchronized Skating Championships in
Waterloo Feb. 25 and 26. Contributed photo

| - = - =l B b ol S .

- ol - e = =

—

Pictured are members of the Tavistock Skating Club’s Team Unity Intermediate, which recently placed fifth at the Can-
ada Cup Synchronized Skating Championships in Waterloo. From left are Clara Beamish, Hannah Bialik, Trinity Fridy,
Kaylee Adam, Samantha Lawrence, Candice Dietrich, Annabelle Hendry, Natalie Dodd, Sophie Pullen, Eilish Moylan, Hannah
Beck, Maddie Moylan, Kathryn Giles, Lilly Bender, Laina Berendsen, Hailey Minler, Madalyn Boyce, Megan LeBlanc, Emma

Stankiewicz and Jenna Pickering. Contributed photo
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Terra Nova Dairy: A 280-head Oxford County

dairy farm near Hickson

By Gary West

It was the early 1990s when a dairyman
from Holland, who was only 24 years
old at the time, decided to make the trip
across the Atlantic Ocean to Canada
to work on dairy farms southwestern
Ontario.

Peter Overdevest eventually head-
ed home to bring his parents back to
Canada. The family then purchased the
Raymer dairy farm on the Line 16 in East
Zorra Township in Oxford County, the
dairy capital of Canada.

As with most dairy farms, many chang-
es have been made to the famr over the
years where the Overdevest family now
milk its Terra Nova herd of Holsteins
with a robotic-milking system.

The family’s five robots take the work
and labour out of milking cows, a big step
forward from when the cows were milked
in a tie-stall parlour back in September
of 1992 when the family first immigrated
to Canada.

Peter Overdevest says it was a far cry
from when they milked 23 cows in a small
parlour in Holland, while also raising 200
sheep and growing potatoes.

His wife, Jodi, who was raised with horses
near Hillsburgh, worked on dairy farms
milking cows while going to school as a

Peter, son and ¢

alf anager Mitch and Jodi Overdevest in their newly renoved aIf facil-

ity, where calves are raised in a clean, healthy environment. Contributed photo

teen. She says with a smile she was never
going to marry a dairy farmer, but in later

years, grew to love their dairy-farming
life.

Not only has farming been their life, but
in November of 2022, the couple started
a new adventure known as “Terra Nova
Nordic Café and Spa Services” located
two kilometres south of Hickson.

Jodi says business took off faster than they
ever thought possible, and plans are al-
ready in the works for expansion in 2024.
They have entertained guests from as far
away as Kentucky and Michigan, but the
bulk of their business is from London,
Hamilton, Guelph, Toronto, Kitchener-
Waterloo and many from the immediate
Oxford and Perth county areas.

She says the Nordic-thermal experience
has become very popular with visitors.

Besides the dairy farm and spa, Peter is
also busy as the newly elected member to
the Dairy Farmers of Ontario board of di-
rectors, taking over from Plattsville area
dairy farmer Murray Sherk, who repre-
sented Region 8 for 12 years.

The region includes 530 milk producers
from Oxford County and the Region of
Waterloo.

As a graduate from the 2016 Advanced
Agricultural Leadership Program, Peter
feels privileged to be able to help lead
the dairy industry and hopes his family
will continue producing Grade A milk for
many years into the future.

3541 Trussler Rd.
New Dundee, Ontario

When digging is on your to-do list, Wacker Neuson is ready for
action. From excavators with best-in-class breakout force to
powerful skid steers and compact track loaders, and even a
ground-engaging telehandler, we have the equipment you need to
really dig into the task at hand.

Looking for ground-breaking solutions?
Check it off your list with Wacker Neuson. Contact us today.

Tel: (519) 696-2213

Toll Free: 1 800 265-8945

WACKER
NEUSON
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Gottlieb Bettschen: Progressive farmer and
community leader

By Al Junker

Wilmot Township has had several pro-
gressive agricultural leaders over many
years. These individuals pushed the
envelope by adapting new techniques,
equipment or crops, as well as promoting
new methods of farming. One such indi-
vidual was Gottlieb Bettschen of the New
Dundee area.

Gottlieb farmed on the south half of Lot
6, Concession Two Block A, which to-
day is the corner of Bethel Road. and
Queen Street in Wilmot Township. Jacob

Gottlieb and Mary Bettschen.

Bettschen, Gottlieb’s father, took up the
150 acres around 1829. He had travelled
extensively through the area and decided
to establish an outpost on Lot 6 “in con-
nection with the (family’s) Dundas clock
business.”

Jacob, with the help of his two brothers,
cleared a small section of land near Alder
Creek and erected a log shanty which
was 12 by 18 feet. He travelled back and
forth on foot between Dundas and his
shanty. On May 29, 1830, Jacob married
Elizabeth Klopfenstein in Preston. The
Klopfensteins lived on Lot 5 adjacent to
Jacob’s land. The young couple cleared
their land and, sometime in 1830, they
purchased a frame building in Waterloo
Township, moved it by oxen to their land
and erected what Gottlieb described as
“the first frame house building in Wilmot.”
The young family moved back and forth
between their land in Wilmot and Preston
where Jacob had started a watchmaking
business.

Gottlieb Bettschen was born in Preston
on Sept. 3, 1841. The family moved back
to Wilmot when he was six months old
and they continued to clear their lot.
When Gottlieb was old enough, his fa-
ther purchased a small yoke of oxen for
him. Gottlieb worked among the stumps
and one of his main jobs was to haul logs
back to the house to be cut and split for
firewood. He did not attend school but
received his education from his father in
the evenings. At the age of seven, Gottlieb
was a member of the New Dundee brass
band playing the triangles. He worked
in the nursery business from 1862 to

The first frame dwelling in Wilmot was purchased by the Klopfensteins in Waterloo Town-
ship in 1830 and moved by oxen to their property in Wilmot. Photos courtesy of Wilmot

Township Archives

1867, grafting, pruning and selling trees
in the winter for delivery in the spring.
Following his deliveries, he worked at
grafting trees, haying and harvesting.
On Jan. 1, 1867, Gottlieb married Mary
Copley who lived on a nearby farm.

Gottlieb purchased land in Hay Township
near Zurich. His intention was to start
a nursery growing fruit trees by taking
advantage of the microclimate provided
by the lake breeze from Lake Huron. At

the same time, Gottlieb rented an acre
from his father for $5 a year. He estab-
lished a vineyard and a nursery on this
acre to start stock for his larger nursery
in Zurich. He introduced the Concord and
Delaware varieties, which were the first
sweet grapes to be successfully cultivat-
ed in this area. The grapes were used for
winemaking and eating. Gottlieb’s culti-
vation of grapes resulted in the Bettschen
farm being referred to as the Vineyard

Continued on page 16
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Gottlieb Bettschen

Continued from page 15

Farm. Gottlieb wrote and published a
pamphlet entitled, “A concise treatise on
the culture, propagating and maintain-
ing of the grapes as well as the making
of wine.”

On July 23, 1869, Jacob Bettschen died
suddenly and, as Gottlieb stated, “This
changed everything.” He moved to the
farm and rented it from the estate. The
farm required improvements and Gottlieb
also needed to finalize his father’s other
business interests which included serv-
ing as the executor for a variety of es-
tates in the area and a sawmill (now the
Lyndon Fish Hatcheries Inc.). Gottlieb in-
troduced “a new system of farming” which
saw rutabagas used for animal feed. He
grew them on a much-larger scale than
was normal. Gottlieb soon learned a suit-
able cultivator for the growing of rutaba-
gas did not exist so “he invented, built,
and introduced the Bettschen adjustable
corn and root cultivator.” He was granted
several patents in Canada and the United
States, and the cultivator won many
awards at farm exhibitions where it was
displayed. Bettschen was a breeder of
thoroughbred sheep, shorthorns and cat-
tle and a member of the Dominion Short
Horn Association.

In 1880, Gottlieb was one of the found-
ers of the Farmers’ Institute of South

Waterloo. The organization promoted
improved agricultural practices. Gottlieb
served as a longtime director. He wrote
articles and made numerous presenta-
tions at Farmers’ Institutes throughout
the area. During the late 1880s, he also
expanded the barn to improve conditions
for the livestock and to double the num-
ber which could be housed.

Gottlieb purchased several building lots
on the east side of Front Street in New
Dundee.In 1887, he built the Jubilee Block
named in honour of Queen Victoria’s
golden jubilee. A large addition was add-
ed the following year. In 1910, the block
was purchased by Herman Kavelman
who operated Kavelman’s store until
1971. Today, it is the home of the New
Dundee Emporium. In 1900, Bettschen
played a prominent role in the establish-
ment of the New Dundee Library. He of-
fered rent free space in his Jubilee Block.
The library remained there until 1962.
Gottlieb also served as the president of
the board of management.

In 1906, Gottlieb Bettschen retired from
farming. He purchased the home on the
corner of Front and Main streets in New
Dundee. Vineyard Farm was taken over
by his daughter, Alice, and her husband,
Edwin Hallman. In 1909, Gottlieb played
a prominent role in the establishment of
the creamery operated by the Farmers

BEETTSCHEN'S

ADIUSTABLE

Invented, patented and built by (G, Berschen

Al sieed and irom, ready fos
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Gottlieb Bettschen designed, built and patented adjustable cultivators for corn and root
vegetables when he started growing rutabagas as animal feed.

Co-operative Company of New Dundee.
The following year, he researched, wrote
and published Genealogical Biographical
and Pictorial History of the Bettschen
Family and Its Connections. The materi-
al for this article was gleaned from this
very informative publication. Gottlieb

Bettschen passed away on Oct. 11, 1914,
bringing an end to a very active career
in the agricultural affairs of Wilmot
Township. He and his wife Mary are bur-
ied in the New Dundee Union Cemetery.
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Oak Manor Organic: From farming to flour production

By Emily Stewart

Oak Manor Organic went through several changes to the
business since its inception and saw changes in demand
for organic products.

Oak Manor, which sells flour, seeds, oat flakes and oth-
er baking essentials, first operated as a 12,000-acre
conventional farm in the 1960s. Perry Reibling, gener-
al manager, said the now mill-store at 756907 Oxford
County Road 5 in Tavistock cut back on its acre space in
the early 1970s and switched to organic farming.

"Organic had a much different perspective on agricul-
ture,” Reibling said, “eliminating synthetic pesticides,
herbicides, chemicals, fertilizers — all that kind of stuff
— for more regenerative and natural processes. That was
on the farm and at that point we thought, ‘There's got to
be a market for this organic product that we were actu-
ally producing.”"

Oak Manor added a stone mill in 1975 and sold flour to
natural-food stores under the brand name. Due to sever-
al people focusing on adding whole grains to their diet,
plenty of whole-wheat flour was sold, but there was a
niche consumer base.

"It wasn't a big market by any means,” Reibling said.
“Over the years, it's slowly grown to be very mainstream."

Eventually, Oak Manor sold the farm and kept the mill.

“We focused on providing the finished product to cus-
tomers,” Reibling said. “There were a lot of other organ-
ic farms that have cropped up in the region over the
years and they needed a place to market their grains. We
couldn't do both anymore. We were running ourselves
ragged.”

Dealing with debt because of the high interest rates of
the 1980s was also a factor leading to the change in pri-
orities for Oak Manor.

Verna Bender has been part of Oak Manor Organic for 49
years. Bender, Perry Reibling’s aunt, runs the business’
sewing equipment. Contributed photo

Reibling said there are health and sustainability benefits
to organic-agricultural products.

“Organic farmers don't spray or use inputs into the en-
vironment that are detrimental to the environment,” he
said. “It's healthier for people because those products
are not in your food. Also, another facet of organic farm-
ing is no genetically modified seeds can be used in or-
ganic agriculture.”

Along with holding the general manager position,
Reibling took on several roles in the family-owned busi-
ness. He’s performed marketing, farming, bookkeeping
and delivery duties.

"Being small, you kind of have your fingers on every-

thing so you never get bored,” he said.“It's not mundane,
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that's for sure. Even with all of the stress that comes with
running a small business, sometimes it still keeps you on
your toes."

Oak Manor Organic is prepared for any new demands
and changes within the industry. For example, whole-
wheat flour is now something customers might add to
their baking. The mill will also contract out some of its
products to larger mills, such as white flour.

“One of the things we've always had to do is be willing
to evolve, so we'll see where that takes us,” Reibling said.

Oak Manor Organic Products can be bought online, at
the mill site, at health-food stores, in bulk bins, Loblaws
and some regional Sobey’s. For more information and to
order products online, visit oak-manor.myshopify.com.

Special Price On
Lawn Mower
Batteries!

CCUIW $59.95

Regular $74.95

New Hamburg
1-866-462-8001

Woodstock
-866-631-7446
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Perth County farmers Greg and Staci Leis raise

quality, organic b

By Gary West

There have been many changes over the
years on Ontario farms, but none have
seen more positive changes than the
broiler-chicken industry.

Greg and Staci Leis took over from
Greg’s parents, Dale and Elaine Leis,
in 2012, carrying forward the Dalaine
Poultry Farms tradition in Perth County’s
South Easthope Township, southeast of
Shakespeare.

Since then, they replaced an older,
two-storey barn with two single-storey
barns that are each 21,000 square feet in
size, placing their first birds in new barns
in January 2017.

While considering different barn designs,
the young couple visited a number of or-
ganic-broiler barns which put them on a
path towards organic-chicken production.

After producing chickens for over 20
years, Greg said this was a very differ-
ent challenge for the young entrepre-
neurs and a chance to fill a niche mar-
ket that was growing, still under supply
management.

Approximately 18,000 chicks are placed
in each barn and the growing birds are in
the barn for 37 to 38 days at 2.2 kilograms.

roiler chickens

i

Greg and Staci Leis hold two one-day old chicks in one of their new broiler-chicken barns
where they raise chickens for the Organic Market. Photo by Gary West

They arrive at the farm as day-old chicks
weighing approximately 42 grams. The
barn is thoroughly cleaned and prepped
with clean bedding for every new flock.

The Leis’ chickens are sold through
Yorkshire Valley Farms and processed at
the Farm Fresh Poultry plant in Harriston.

Under organic requirements, the birds
need more space - 21 kilograms per
square-metre is the maximum density.
The birds are fed organic feed with no

BOUCHER &

prohibited substances in or around the
barns. The birds are required to have nat-
ural daylight — one per cent of floor space
needs to allow natural light — and eight
hours of darkness.

When birds are 25 days or older and the
weather permits, access to the outdoors
is required. The pasture area needs to be
the same size as the indoor space. If there
are threats of avian influenza (bird flu),
then no outdoor access is allowed.

The air inlets are equipped with fans, so
when the outdoor-access doors are open,
the ventilation system neutralizes the air
pressure.

According to Greg, this helps maintain
good air quality on the far side of the
barn away from the access doors and re-
duces wind speed at the access doors.

He says the family joke is his grandfather
built a barn in the 1950s with windows,
and barns in the late 60s and 70s were
built without windows.

“We've now progressed so far that we are
now building barns with windows again.
Everything old is new again,” he laughed.

On the Leis farm, since it is a family farm,
family members help with barn and field-
work including growing organic corn,
soybeans, wheat and some hay for a rota-
tion in weed control.

Their daughter Elissa helps when not at
her bakery business in nearby Stratford,
Vann'’s Fine Bakery.

With 1,300 chicken producers in Ontario,
consumers can be assured farmers like
Greg and Staci Leis are in it for the long
haul to produce quality, organic chicken
for those who want to buy a very healthy
local product.
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Peel County dairy farmers move to Oxford County

with herd of show-winning ]erseys

By Gary West

Oxford County is known as the Dairy
Capital of Canada and, when dairy farm
families are looking for a change in scen-
ery from other farming areas in Ontario,
the Oxford area is one they look to.

The family that owns Glenholme Jerseys
Inc., the Rutas and Mellows from Peel
County, recently moved its herd of
show-winning Jerseys to a modern dairy
farm southwest of New Hamburg near
Punkeydoodle’s Corner.

The family was able to purchase an active
dairy operation from Martin and Erica
Van Rooyen on the 18th Line of East-
Zorra Tavistock Township.

They have decades of dairy experience
from their century farm near Bolton
where, in 1932, great-grandfather Stewart
Mellow began farming with his herd of
Jersey cows.

Now, his great grandson, Curtis Ruta,

balanced for maximum production and
good health.

Curtis, 25, has always shown a keen inter-
est in milking and exhibiting heifers and
cows with his mother and uncle at vari-
ous local fairs and even the Royal Winter
Fair in Toronto.

While showing dairy calves in the 4-H
program, he had always hoped he could
follow in his family’s footsteps to be a
dairy farmer.

With their 170-acre farm on prime Oxford
County soil, they hope to grow alfalfa and
corn to feed their herd of registered cows
and heifers.

Since making the move from Peel County,
they are pleased with their production
of 5-per-cent butterfat and high-protein
content from their mixed Holstein and
Jersey herd.

They are proud to offer their genetics in
a TAG sale this weekend where they will

Curtis" mother Carol Buta and uncle  From left, Curtis Ruta, Carol Ruta and Bruce Mellow of Glenholme Jerseys Inc., who re- Off‘?r for sale 38 animals off the top of
Bruce Mellow, along with grandparents cently moved from the Bolton Area of Peel County to the 18th Line of Oxford’s East-Zorra their well-established herd of registered
Robert and Elaine Mellow, are managing  township Township and expanded their family’s dairy operation, are pictured as one of Jerseys.

and milking not only their herd of regis-  thejr Jersey Cows looks on. Contributed photo For more information about the sale,

tered Jerseys, but also the Holsteins that . . .
were purchased with the Oxford County They are now milking 109 cows in their cows housed in free stalls are fed a mixed E:llla g4$_uzr(;ﬂls_;;3§ruta1932@gma11.com or

farm in early 2023. double-eight milking parlour, while their ration of forages, grains and concentrates
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Green Acre Farms producing high-quality milk
and chicken in Perth County and Waterloo Region

Brendan, Samantha and two-month old Ava Wagler help manage the Perth County dairy
herd of Green Acre Farms on the western edge of Punkeydoodle’s Corners. Contributed

photo
By Gary West

If you were like me in the late 60s and
watched the TV show, Green Acres, you
might have thought of a farm south of
New Hamburg that goes by the name
Green Acre Farms Ltd.

The TV show was a success story and
so is the farm. The Wagler family, which
includes Gary, his two sons, David and
Andrew, his brother, Tim, and neph-
ew, Brendan, farm in a picturesque part
of Waterloo Region near the Perth and
Oxford county borders in New Hamburg.

it AL
" Wat-Dor
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WAL-DOR INDUSTRIES

Fabricated Structural Steel
Shearing
Breaking

Painting
Welding
Steel

Versa-Belt Dryer
And More

Wal-Dor Industries Limited
202 Bergey Court, New Hamburg
www.waldormetalfabrication.ca | 519-662-2820

INDUSTRIES

Stainless & Aluminum

Call Wayne Eckstein for a drying technology or metal
fabrication solution that is innovative and cost-effective

Email: wayne@waldorindustries.on.ca

Farming runs deep in the Wagler Family,
which now milks registered Holsteins on
two different farms in Waterloo Region
and Perth County.

They not only milk more than 200 cows,
but also manage thousands of broiler
chickens and young chicken pullets that
are raised to become laying hens for the
egg market.

After graduating from Waterloo-Oxford
District Secondary School, both Gary and
Tim came home to milk cows with their
father and mother, Lloyd and Ruby, on
their 100-acre farm on the Huron road.

( 519-578-3777

2% Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca

D

From left, Tim, Gary, David and Andrew Wagler are pictured inside their dairy barn south

of New Hamburg. Contributed photo

Skip ahead to 2006 when the next gen-
eration came into the business and felt
that expanding the dairy operation was
in their future.

A new state-of-the-art dairy barn was
built and, for 17 years, the double-10 par-
allel milking parlour and free-stall area
worked well for this family farm.

In 2023, a major shift took place as milk-
ing robots were installed at both facilities
to ease labour demands and also have
their cows milked more than twice a day
as their production was reaching 45 litres
per day with a 4.4 butterfat test.

The family grows hundreds of acres of
corn, soybeans, alfalfa and wheat, and
what isn’t fed to their animals is sold on
the futures market.

They also serve their community in
both church and as members of various
committees.

If the future of producing quality milk
and chicken can be attributed to the two
local Green Acre farms, rest assured that
the Wagler family will continue to take
pride in what they do best.

To our farmers and

We know you work hard every
y day to feed our community.

It’s more than a job,
it’s a way of life.

farm families,

Today, and every day, we are
grateful for all you do.

E TI M LO U | S Member of Parliament, Kitchener-Conestoga

@ TimLouisMP.ca (@ TimLouisKitCon
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Your Farm

Your Family | Your Success

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette staff

Canadian Agricultural Safety Week takes
place March 10-16 and this year farmers,
farm families, farm workers and farming
communities are encouraged to consider
how they plan for #FarmSafetyEveryday.

Canadian Agricultural Safety Week
(CASW) is an annual national initiative
delivered by the Canadian Agricultural
Safety Association (CASA) that raises
awareness about the importance of safe
agriculture.

s Farmers During
icultural Safety Week

N\ Wilmot

Your Farm, Your Family, Your Success:
Safety is Our Heritage is the final part of
a three-year safety campaign. This year,
organizers are focusing on providing
practical safety advice and encouraging
conversations about farm safety while
showcasing how safety directly contrib-
utes to the success and sustainability of
farming operations.

“There is no question that farm accidents
can have a devastating toll with physi-
cal, psychological and financial conse-
quences,” said CASA CEO Andrea Lear
# in a press release.“But we also know that
¥ many on-farm incidents are preventable.
That’s why we want to provide Canadian
producers with the tools and resources
they need to protect the health and safe-
ty of everyone who lives and works on or
visits farms and ranches.

JANTZI

ELECTRIC

\

Celebrating Ag Safety Week:
Safety is Our Heritage

“Canadian Agricultural Safety Week
serves as a reminder that farm safety is
important year-round and that by work-
ing together, we can ensure a safer agri-
cultural sector.”

Every year, CASA raises awareness about
the importance of safety on Canadian
farms through CASW, which takes place
during the third week of March. This
year’s sponsors are CN, Syngenta Canada,
Canadian Canola Growers Association,
Fertilizer Canada and Parrish &
Heimbecker.

Additional information about CASW, in-
cluding the media kit and resources, is
available at agsafetyweek.ca. The media
kit contains feature stories, safety advice
articles, public-service announcements,
graphics and more.

The Canadian Agricultural Safety
Association is a national, non-profit or-
ganization dedicated to improving the
health and safety of farmers, their fam-
ilies and agricultural workers. CASA is
funded in part by the Government of
Canada under the Sustainable Canadian
Agricultural Partnership, a federal, pro-
vincial and territorial initiative. For more
information, visit www.casa-acsa.ca, find
us on Facebook or LinkedIn, or follow us
on X @planfarmsafety.

Our specialized team offers
unmatched service and quality for all
your electrical installation needs.

1558 Perth County Line 43, New Hamburg

CALLUS TODAY
519-656-2449

Electrical
Safety
Authority

ESA/ECRA License # 7003180
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Nith Valley Apiaries:

By Galen Simmons

Since 1918, Nith Valley Apiaries has pro-
vided local honey to New Hamburg and
area residents from the idyllic little farm
at the bend in Christner Road on the
banks of the Nith River.

Over the past century, the apiary has been
handed down through four successive
owners — each of whom learned from but
were not related by blood to the beekeep-
er before them - until it landed in the
hands of Mike and Erika Roth, who own
and operate the 800-hive operation today:.

“From father-in-law to son-in-law was the
closest it got to being passed on to some-
one in the same family. I'm not related to
(any of the previous owners),” said Mike
Roth, who began working at Nith Valley
Apiaries as an informal apprentice when
he was 16.

“There is starting to be some ... certifica-
tion to beekeeping now, but it has been
a really antique industry in that sense.
It's a very small niche. Honey is a very
safe product to work with, needing little
oversight, and the industry as a whole
has flown under the radar in many as-
pects. There’s basically just requirements
for what needs to be (printed) on a jar of
honey.”

While Mike Roth says the biggest threat
to the honey industry in Canada is im-
ported honey that has been cut with cane
or rice sugar, beekeeping as a form of ag-
riculture hasn’t scaled up to the industri-
al level like other agricultural practices
have, leaving smaller businesses like Nith
Valley Apiaries as the only options for lo-
cal-honey lovers across the country.

Part of the reason beekeeping hasn’t been
taken over by big business is the num-
ber of hard-to-control, outside influenc-
es that affect honey production and the
overall health of honeybees.

“We had about 800 hives going into win-
ter and, so far, it looks like we’ll have
most of them this spring,” Mike Roth said.
“By most, I'd say we're looking at roughly
20 per-cent loss which, traditionally, pre
1990s, a 20-per-cent loss was quite high,
and now 20 per-cent loss is pretty good.

=R Y-

Mike and Erika Roth (pictured) and the team at Nith Valley Apiaries in New Hamburg work

hard year-round to ensure their 800 hives of honeybees are healthy and collect as much
nectar from local flowers as possible each summer. Photo by Galen Simmons

Twenty to 30 per cent, I think, is consid-
ered average now and 40 and 50 per-cent
losses are not unusual. They definitely
hurt, but beekeepers seem to experience
them in different pockets of the province
every year.”

From the destruction of honeybees’ nat-
ural environment and local farmers har-
vesting crops before they go to flower,
thereby limiting the bees’ available food
sources, to extreme weather and changes
in climate, and the dangers of disease and
parasites, beekeepers like Mike and Erika
Roth work tirelessly to ensure their bees
have what they need to overcome all the
threats they face.

“It's a complicated situation where we've
just added layer upon layer of stress for
the bees,” Mike Roth said.“We don’t really
know where they go and they're exposed
to unknown chemicals from industry.
Their food source; we might say it’s wild-
flower honey, but what’s left that’s actu-
ally wild? It's almost all cultivated and
there’s way less diversity than what they
would experience normally. So, you have
a lot of exposures, a poorly balanced diet
and then global pests and diseases like
the varroa mites.

EINWECHTER: READY FOR

Flat Storage | Bulk Trucking
Buyer & Seller of Corn, Soy & Wheat

MUSHROOM COMPOST

AVAILABLE, GREAT FOR

GARDENS & FLOWERBEDS

2024 HARVEST

ON N3A 2W5 | Phone: (519) 662-1088

“Which straw broke the camel’s back,
right?”

For the Roths, ensuring their bees are
healthy enough to make it through the
winter so they can collect nectar and turn
it into honey through spring, summer and
into the fall is the name of the game.

Beekeeping, Mike Roth says, is some-
what akin to gambling. It’s about knowing
when to introduce a little extra food and
probiotics in their diets to tide them over
until the flowers bloom or to ensure they
have enough calories to survive the win-
ter; when to spray for varroa mites so the
heat of the day won't put the bees at risk
by causing the time-controlled natural or
chemical miticides to release too quick-
ly; and when to divide a colony before it
swarms and leaves the hive while mini-
mizing the impact to the colony’s overall
honey production.

The product of all that hard work put in
by the Roths , their team and - of course
— the bees, is a range of honeys as well as
honey byproducts like beeswax, honey-
comb and bee pollen turned into consum-
er goods and sold by the Roths from their
on-farm shop.

From wildflower honey and clover honey

More than a century of local honey

to buckwheat honey, basswood honey and
huckleberry swamp honey, the latter of
which is collected by bees from a wetland
north of Stratford, the Roths and their
team can tell where their bees are forag-
ing by the taste and colour of the honey
they produce, something they say many of
their customers can discern, too.

“There’s three months to make your honey
crop (June, July and August),” Mike Roth
said. “Typically, we get 130-150 pounds of
honey per colony, per year. That comes in
fits and spurts. You'll get a flush of dande-
lion nectar that comes in, then there’s the
dogwoods and wild apples like hawthorns
and locust (trees). Honey has colour grad-
ing to help classify it. It's up to the bee-
keepers to determine the floral source as
they want to.

“August, the last couple of years, has not
been a big honey month, but it can be.
June and July have a lot of natural flow-
ers and August is basically all agricultur-
al sources. If the hay fields aren't left to

2

bloom in August, there’s not much honey.”

While the world of beekeeping is certain-
ly more complicated than it was 100 years
ago, Mike Roth says he is thankful for the
advances in apiary technology that allow
the small Nith Valley team to manage the
number hives they have.

“It’s easy to complain about the global, in-
dustrialized society, but ... (today) weld-
ers are so common, small farms - us in-
cluded - have one in the shop and we can
fix whatever broken, metal thing we need
in a flash. Go back 50-100 years, if some
piece of metal broke, you'd have to take it
to someone to get it fixed. The technolo-
gy we have at our fingertips is incredible.
Consumer-accessibility to technologies
that, 50 years ago, were reserved for in-
dustry and special training has grown ex-
ponentially,” Mike Roth said.

“It's really hard to know if we've gone for-
wards or backwards (in beekeeping), but
(the issues we face) are definitely differ-
ent than they were in 1918.”

For more information about Nith Valley
Apiaries and to see its full line of honey
and honey products, visit nithvalleyapiar-
ies.ca.

LET’S REDUCE FARM FATALITIES
WITH SAFE AND STRONG FARMS

No one can take your place.

ERNIE HARDEMAN

MPP - Oxford

ernie.hardemanco@pc.ola.org
519-537-5222 « 1-800-265-4046
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Zorra Township couple wins 2024 ag. award

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative
reporter

Cobi and Steve Sauder have dedicat-
ed their lives to outdoor education and
conservation. As a result, the couple has
been awarded the prestigious Oxford
Stewardship Award.

The couple stood out to the award-selec-
tion committee for their long list of stew-
ardship projects at their 100-acre farm
in Zorra Township. They have planted
an estimated 6,500 trees since purchas-
ing their property nearly 30 years ago.
Oxford County Warden Marcus Ryan
presented the award at a recent Oxford
County council meeting.

Cobi Sauder says they have always taken
pride in being good caretakers and land
stewards.

“We felt privileged to be afforded the op-
portunity to live on a 100-acre farm, so
we just wanted to give back to it. Once
you live within it and immerse yourself,
you just get connected with all the dif-
ferent plant species and all the different
possibilities, so it just made sense to us to
be as kind as we could to the land.”

Steve Sauder adds the farm is an exten-
sion of who they are.

“We met while teaching outdoor educa-
tion and we just have a real love for the
land. It was also an extension of who
I was at work because we were always
promoting conservation, and it was just a
great opportunity to live the things about
improving water quality and soil health."

The couple has been working towards
improving their farm operation over time,
performing no-till and minimal-till crop
rotations since the 1990s and planting
cover crops over the past six years. Steve

Oxford Warden Marcus Ryan presenting the award to Cobi and Steve Sauder. Photo cour-

tesy of Oxford County.

Sauder says they always look for ways to
improve soil health.

“We wanted a productive working farm,
so our goal has been to continue to learn
and take care of our soil as best as we

”

can.

Tree planting has been an ongoing proj-
ect over the years, and they estimate they
have planted over 6,500 since purchasing
the property. The couple has established a
wooded area with tree diversity, buffered

Ce|ebratin9__

|

3541 Trussler Road
MNew Dundee, ON NOB 2E0

P: 519-696-2213
1-800-265-8945

www.coleman-equipment.com
Sales & Rentals of Landscape & Construction Equipment

rent@coleman-equipment.com
We have everything you need...lf you need what we have!

a wetland, and planted windbreaks.

Cobi Sauder says they wanted to make
the property accessible for their kids to
give them room to explore.

“The kids were always playing outside
in the bush or out back exploring and it
just made sense to involve them in the
process. All our girls are now working
in the sciences, influenced by immersing
themselves in nature from a young age.
The property backs onto the conservation

o
TOWHSHIP OF

WELLESLEY

We salute the hard work and

dedication of farmers in our diverse

community. We thank you for
ensuring we have local, healthy
food on the table.

Come and Catch the Culture in
Wellesley Township.

area and there are lots of places to ex-
plore and learn."

Steve Sauder added they have also re-
moved a lot of invasive species from the
property and recently installed deer ex-
closure fencing.

“Species diversification is important to
us. Working at reducing invasive species;
we have worked with Oxford County to
reduce glossy buckthorn from the farm
as well as on the deer exclosures to help
improve the woodlot health at the back
and prevent the deer from eating all of
the new vegetation.”

Working with Oxford County, the Sauders
installed deer exclosures to help reduce
invasive species and help improve the
woodlot health at the back of their prop-
erty by preventing the deer from eating
all of the new vegetation. They also plant
cover crops at their farm, have decom-
missioned an old well, and created water
and sediment control basins.

The couple received a $500 gift certificate
to purchase original artwork commis-
sioned from an Oxford County artist of
their choice. In addition to this prize, Cobi
and Steve Sauder have been added to the
recognition wall at the Oxford County ad-
ministration building, designed to honour
all past and future recipients.

The runner-ups were Paul Brenneman
from the Township of East Zorra-
Tavistock and Marsha and Gregg Litt
from Zorra.

The Oxford Stewardship Award recipi-
ent is chosen by Stewardship Oxford and
the Oxford Soil and Crop Improvement
Association from the pool of projects that
received financial and/or technical as-
sistance through the county-supported
Clean Water Program the previous year.

\Dp
(

Mayor Joe Nowak, Councillors Shelley Wagner,
Lori Sebben, Derek Brick and Claude Hergott.

www.wellesley.ca

AG SAFETY WEEK
MARCH 10-16, 2024
#FarmSafetyEveryday
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Tavistock Hop Company business partners Kyle Wynette and Jeremy Bartlett
stand in their hops field on Perth Line 26 in Perth East, just outside of Tavis-
tock. Contributed photo

The Tavistock Hop Company

By Galen Simmons

For lovers of craft beer, there is always joy to be
had when exploring a new town or city and dis-
covering what local breweries have on tap.

For those who discover the myriad craft brew-
eries in Tavistock, Stratford, Shakespeare, St.
Marys and the surrounding region, that joy
is doubled when they learn the hops that add
that distinctive floral, spicy, piney, citrusy, herb-
al, tropical, woody, earthy or downright hop-
py flavour to their favourite local brews were
grown right down the road at The Tavistock Hop
Company.

“We've got a small acreage. We've got 30 workable
(acres) ... and we were looking for something
we could do on a small bit of land,” said Kyle
Wynette, who owns and operates The Tavistock
Hop Company with wife Julie Wynette and busi-
ness partners Jeremy and Donna Bartlett from
their family farm, Brenwyn Farms, on Perth
Line 26 in Perth East, just outside Tavistock.“We
wanted to do something a little different. We
were looking for a challenge. ... We decided, ‘Ok,
let’s try growing hops on a small plot,” and then
friends of ours said, ‘Ok, we’ll go in. Do you want
business partners?’

“Currently between the two (families), we have
five boys who can all help. We're lucky. We also
get eight to 10 students who come from Tavistock
and help out. They work a lot in May-June, and
then nothing in July until harvest when we work
straight for two weeks.”

In the midst of a massive resurgence as a crop

As the Spring Season approaches;
Be Mindful of the Farmers on our Roads.
We all Share the Road and Stay Safe.

_-;'/"
ol + iy

ARPAN KHANNA

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT for OXFORD

519-421-7214 - ARPAN. KHANNA@PARL.GC.CA
208 HURON ST #4, WOODSTOCK, ON N4S 7A1
ARPANKHANNAMP.CA

in Ontario thanks to the craft-beer movement,
hops are the female flower cone of the plant,
Humulus lupulus. These cones are used primar-
ily in the brewing process to impart bitterness,
aromas and flavours in addition to acting as a
natural preservative.

First cultivated in Germany, hops are now
farmed throughout Europe, in northeastern
and northwestern parts of the U.S. and in parts
of Canada including B.C., Quebec, the Maritime
provinces and Ontario. Commercial hops are
primarily grown on tall trellis systems reaching
heights of 12-20 feet depending on the trellis
design. The female flower of the plant is what’s
used for the process of making beer and there
are many different varieties (or cultivars), each
with their own unique brewing and growing
characteristics.

Like the grape-growing regions of the world and
wine produced in those regions, hops take on the
characteristics of their surroundings and may
have unique flavours depending on the regions,
soil and climate in which theyre grown.

Based on the soil on their farm and the local
climate, the Wynettes and the Bartletts grow
nine different varieties of hops including cas-
cade, centennial, hallertauer, glacier, alpharoma,
chinook, triple perle, nugget and heritage, the
latter of which is a hop recovered from the for-
mer Preston Hop Yards in Waterloo Region and
now grown only by The Tavistock Hop Company.
While the more common cascade hops are stan-
dard in ITPAs with their mango- and citrus-flavour

Continued on page 27
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A journey from farm to keg

Continued from page 26

profiles, New Zealand’s alpharoma hop is
commonly used in pale ales, lagers and
IPAs for its aromas of stone fruit, red lico-
rice and grassy notes.

“A cascade grown here is going to taste
different than a cascade grown out in
the Pacific northwest,” Kyle Wynette said.
“We've got a couple different soil struc-
tures on the property (including) a sandy
soil (and one that’s more) clay-loam. It
was the luck of the draw when we bought
the farm, but you have to cater to it. You
might have to water more on your sandy
soils and less on your heavier, clay soils.”

Since hop plants are a perennial spe-
cies, they require a period of dormancy of
roughly six to eight weeks during winter.
For The Tavistock Hop Company, the sea-
son starts in April — weather permitting
— with field prep, trellis maintenance and
fertilization followed by stringing the coir,
a coconut-fibre rope that guides the hop
plants to the top of the trellis as they grow.

“Once stringing is completed, usually by
May long weekend, we begin training the
hops onto the strings,” Kyle Wynette said.
“Most of the hops tend to do this them-
selves — they wrap clockwise around the
coir — but some varietals benefit from
additional help. Harvest gets underway
mid-August and continues to the first
week of September. Our hops are picked,
dried (for 12-14 hours), pelletized and
packaged on site before moving to cold
storage to await brewer orders.”

As one of only a handful of hop growers
in Ontario, The Tavistock Hop Company’s

are used by Upper Thames Brewing
in Woodstock, Black Swan Brewing in
Stratford, Broken Rail Brewing in St.
Marys, Shakespeare Brewing Company in
Shakespeare, Peel St. Beverage Company
in New Hamburg and Mad Mash Brewing |
in Tavistock.

Further out, Tavistock hops are used by
commercial brewers in Elmira, Toronto,
Petrolia, Goderich, Georgina, Caledon and
even a few across the border in the U.S.

“We've sold hops as far south as San Diego,
but we don't sell a lot in the states,” Kyle
Wynette said. “The biggest brewery we've
worked with is probably Sleeman’s. That
was last year and we did a century pale
ale with them. ... They're looking for two
things. One, a brewer wants to support lo-
cal, Ontario agriculture and Canadian ag-
riculture because most of the hops come
from the U.S. still. Also, you see breweries
saying, “We want a closer relationship with
where our ingredients are coming from
that we might not get through a broker. I
think that appeals to some of them.”

In addition to selling hops to commer-
cial brewers, The Tavistock Hop Company §
also offers home-brewer packages with
4 ounces of the company’s more popular,
pelletized hops available for small-batch
beers.

Regardless of whether they brew at home
or in a large-scale commercial brewery,
Kyle Wynette said The Tavistock Hop
Company’s customers often visit from
far and wide to see and smell the hops
growing in the field for themselves and, E
for some limited-run wet-hop beers, pur- ‘
chase them as soon as theyre harvested.

Hops are the female flower cone of the plant, Humulus lupulus, and are used primarily in
the brewing process to impart bitterness, aromas and flavours in addition to acting as a
natural preservative. Contributed photo

final product is in high demand by both
local commercial brewers and those from
farther afield. Locally, Tavistock hops

For more information about The Tavistock
Hop Company, visit www.tavihops.ca.
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EXPERT ADVICE: Bring On the brownies!

ld

Living a healthy life inside and out is about
consistency. Whole foods are holistic, but
from time to time, indulging in sweet tooth
satisfaction is heavenly. Brownies are ooey
gooey and oh so good. The key is to treat
yourself to a serving, enjoying guilt-free,
but mindfully. Sit down and slowly savour
the sweetness bite by bite. Your best bet
is to bake my healthier brownies and eat
two back-to-back! This batch of brownies
is a bounty of body-boosting ingredients.
Simple ingredients, big indulgence!

Open your mind to the possibility of sweet

potatoes, the superstar ingredient. Sweet
potatoes, whether you choose orange,
white or purple, are high in fantastic fi-
bre. They contain mega-minerals, vita-
mins and awesome antioxidants, but some
stand out. Most notably is immune boost-
ing vitamins A and C plus manganese,
copper and vitamins B5 and B6.

Maple syrup is magic. Sugar is nonessen-
tial, making it absolutely imperative to
choose an unrefined natural source. Skip-
ping sweeteners is spot-on, too. Zinc, cop-
per, calcium, iron, magnesium and potas-
sium are found in marvelous maple syrup,
but manganese is the mineral with mea-
surable quantities.

Chocolate is the language of love for many,
tracing back to Mesoamerica around BCE
1900. The food of the gods is a superfood
when the cacao content is a minimum of
70 per cent. The percentage of cacao you
see on a label is the measurement of the
bar’s weight that comes from the cacao
mass. Chocolate must contain at least 10
per cent cacao mass to be classified as
chocolate, but aim sky-high for the most
health benefits. Yes, it becomes a bit bit-
ter but has boatloads of benefits. Choose
chocolate that is minimally processed
and, of course, chocolate free of chemi-

NEW ADMIN
BUILDING

OPEN//--r

ISTRATION

cals, colours, corn syrup and scary sweet-
eners. There’s real science backing the
mood-enhancing magic of chocolate, im-
proved brain function and athletic perfor-
mance. There’s also increasing evidence
to support positive effects on cancer and
cognitive benefits in aging. Chocolate is a
comfort food and for good reason.

Tahini is a top-notch, nutrient-dense food
deserving mega mealtime attention. Ta-
hini is made from toasted, ground, hulled
sesame seeds. Ketchup is the chosen con-
diment in North America, but this power
food is the chosen one in Middle Easten
countries. Plant-based eating has brought
top-notch tahini to tempt our taste buds.
Tahini has a nutty flavor and its smooth
texture makes it the perfect replacement
for nut butters. If you love hummus, tahini
is hiding in this great veggie-dipping side-
kick. This super seed is a healthy fat, fi-
ber-filled and protein-packed. Trace min-
erals are this nutritionist’s number one
reason to nosh. Selenium, zinc and copper
are a trio of thyroid health benefits, plus
tahini is a great go-to for non-heme iron.

Eggs are low calorie and the perfect pro-
tein, about six grams per egg. The won-
drous white sphere is also a super source
of choline, linked to brain development
and memory.

Brownie Recipe

These sweet-potato-powered brownies
are grain-free, nut-free and vegetarian.

Ingredients:

e 1 large sweet potato or a cup and a
half

e 1 cup of runny tahini paste

e 2large eggs

This week’s brownie recipe uses sweet po-
tatoes that are high in fibre and vitamins A,

These brownies are a healthy and delicious
alternative to the chocolatey, sweet dessert.
Photo by Mercedes Kay Gold

e 1 cup cocoa powder

e Y cup maple syrup

e 15 tsp baking soda

e Y tsp Ceylon cinnamon powder
e 1 tsp pure vanilla extract

e Y chocolate bar (40-50 grams) 75 per
cent cocoa minimum

Directions:

1. Peel the sweet potato, chop and steam
until softened or roast in a 400-de-
gree Fahrenheit oven until soft and
peel. Mash well.

Whisk the eggs.

Combine all ingredients. Stir well or
combine using a hand mixer.

4. Chop the chocolate into small pieces
and stir into the brownie batter or top
the brownie before baking.

5. Line an 8 x 8* pan in parchment paper
or oil lightly with avocado oil. Cook on
the middle rack in a 350 Fahrenheit
oven for 22-24 minutes. It will bounce
back when cooked.

*8 x 8 pan or individual loaf or springform
pans for smaller servings

Cool and cut into 12 squares. The recipe

89 LOVEYS STREET, HICKSON
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EAST ZORRA-TAVISTOCK

B5, B6 and C, plus manganese and copper.
Photo by Mercedes Kay Gold
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freezes fantastically for future cravings.
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OH ) THE PLACES WE'LL GO: whnere to find great wine and a warm welcome

o
By Paul Knowles

It's mid-March and we can't wait
to turn off the TV, get out of our
family rooms and do something
just a tad adventurous. We want
to head for the great outdoors,
but the great outdoors has not
put out its welcome mat just
yet.

What to do? Well, there is one
day-trip activity that is pret-
ty terrific year round. Why not
head to the Niagara Region and
experience the tastes, the at-
mosphere and the invitation to
relaxation at some Ontario win-
eries? Of course, if you opt not
to head out this week or next,
these wineries will be ready to
welcome you warmly all year
long.

Right now, I am told, there are
over 100 wineries in the Ni-
agara Region. That’s a lot. And
because I write about wineries
from time to time, and also or-
ganize a winery coach tour for
30 good friends once a year, I
often get asked about my fa-
vourites.

That'’s a long list, but I will say
I try to avoid the big, industri-
al wineries — although some do
make really good wine. I just
find the experience of visit-

A happy group of wine lovers enjo the ambince and the flavours of a

ing or touring most of these
big boys very impersonal and
I prefer a small winery where
they are really glad to see you,
will offer you great tastings and
are happy to tell you all about
their wines, their wineries, and
their history.

Of the 100 wineries on the en-
tire Niagara Peninsula, there
are perhaps 20 that I really en-
joy visiting. I won't list them all
here, but I will mention a few
that aren’t my main focus today.
You will never go wrong drop-
ping in at Fielding, Palatine
Hills, Ridge Road, Flat Rock,
Vienni, Big Head, or Megalo-
maniac.

But today, let’s visit just two.
Both were included in the wine
tour I led last fall and both
treated our group like royal-
ty. I'm talking about Sue-Ann
Staff Estate Winery near Jor-
dan, and Ridgepoint Wines
near Vineland. Theyre actually
only 10 minutes apart and close
to several of the other wineries
I mentioned earlier. So, there’s
your day-trip itinerary signed,
sealed and delivered.

One of the many things I love
about both of these wineries is
the complete lack of pretention.
Let’s face it; when it comes to
wine, there is no lack of wine
snobs. And there are Niagara
wineries which fit right into
that category.

But at Sue-Ann Staff winery,
the person in the shop or greet-
ing you on the lawn may well
be Sue-Ann herself if she is
not busy among the vats since
she is the winemaker of all the
wines that carry her name. And
her work has been highly rec-
ognized. Sue-Ann has won over
450 national and international
wine awards, and she has been
named Winemaker of the Year
in Ontario and, internationally,

F

5,

tasting at Sue-Ann Staff Winery. Photo by Paul Knowles

one of four Women in Wine.

And at Ridgepoint, you may
have trouble identifying
co-owner Mauro Scarsellone
because he’s the guy in the
muddy, torn jeans driving the
tractor.

They may be equally unpreten-
tious, but Sue-Ann’s and Mau-
ro’s roots in the wine business
are quite different. The Staff
family has owned the land that
is home to the winery for 200
years. They have grown grapes
there for 125 years. So, Sue-Ann
has inherited her award-win-
ning winemaking skills hon-
estly. She’s a fifth-generation
grape grower.

Ridgepoint is not nearly that
old. It was founded by Mauro
and his sister, Anna Gottardo,
in 1995. The winemaking histo-
ry they brought to the endeavor
had its roots in Italy — their par-
ents came to Canada from that
country. And their heritage is
evident in their unique wines,
produced with old-world wine
techniques like Appassimento
and Ripasso. They love work-
ing with unusual varieties like
Nebbiolo and Corvina.

Ridgepoint also offers another
great reason to visit the winery
— their dining room, where the
owners’ Italian heritage meats
the great market-gardening
traditions of the Niagara Pen-
insula.

I enjoy almost all the wines at
both of these vineyards. But
most of all, I think I enjoy the
atmosphere, which is the polar
opposite of wine snobbery.

At Sue-Ann Staff, our group
sat around tables on the lawn
in front of the house that now
holds the shop and enjoyed
a tasting that featured equal
parts wine and wit from our
hostess.

tesy of Ridgepoint Winery

family's historic estate. Photo courtesy of Sue-Ann Staff

At Ridgepoint, we tasted wine
after wine and then were told
if there was anything else we
might like, just ask. Amazing!

Both wineries feature many of
the varieties of wine you would
expect in Niagara, but they also
each have some special bottles.
At Ridgepoint, I really enjoy
their White Cab (with a white
taxi on the label) — a white wine
made unexpectedly from cab-
ernet sauvignon with a distinc-
tive peachy flavor.

Our wine-loving group fell
in love with Sue-Ann Staff’s
collection of Fancy Farm Girl
wines.

But frankly, all the wines are
good at both these small, fam-
ily-owned wineries. The tastes
are terrific, the welcome is
warm and, believe me, when
you spend some time with Sue-
Ann or Mauro, you will thank
me.

A nice bottle of Nebbiolo would
be appropriate.

Paul Knowles is an author and
travel writer, and President of
the Travel Media Association of
Canada. To contact Paul about
travel, his books, or speaking
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net.
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For every dollar you spend
at a local small business

66

| ﬂnly11¢

stays
local

when you spend
at a multinational

i o
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#SmallJusinessfreryay Presented by CFIB

2&19 lesan Alnma

AU S EON i
LOW KMS-95446 KM
2019 Mercedes GLA-250

$28,495 e $33,898

Stratfﬁrd NISSAN

S’I‘GRE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thu. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00 PARTS & SERVICE: Mon.-Sat. 8:00-5:00
*0Our Service Department is Now Open on Saturdavs*

New Dundee Women'’s Institute update

By Nancy Birss

Members of the New Dundee
Women's Institute (WI) have been
busy recently celebrating WI Day
and the founder’s birthday, making
and serving soup at local Heritage
Day and gearing up for an inter-
continental journey from North
America to South America.

Members made and served soup
to visitors at the Wilmot Heritage
Day event Feb. 17 at the New
Dundee Community Centre. With
the great turnout, we ran out of
soup, but patrons enjoyed all the
soup, especially the dill-pickle
soup.

February’s meeting at the New
Dundee Community Centre heard
some poems and history about

$5,500 ..., $25,898 .ers $31 /899
LOW KMS- 192,273 KM LOW KMS - 23,516 KM LOW KIMS - 21,910 KM

2019 Nissan Kicks S

$ 1 9 ] 3 9 5 +HST & lic
LOWKMS-42438 KM
2019 Ford Rnngﬁr Supercrew 2020 Ford Escape '1‘1tamum 2&21 Dudge Challenger R/T 2020 Nissan Kll:k'i S"."

$32,898 .

Adelaide Hunter Hoodless, the
organization’s founder. Adelaide
herself appeared (portrayed by
Eleanor Berry) and was inter-
viewed by a journalist portrayed
by Nancy Birss.

Join us Tuesday evening March
19 at 7 p.m. at the New Dundee
Community Centre to enjoy a pre-
sentation by member Emily Layng
about her trip to Churchill, Man.
last summer and a recent trip to
Argentina. All welcome.

And save the date for Saturday
April 27 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for
the Women Walk the World event
and food-waste documentary
at the New Dundee Community

Centre. All are welcome to join US. Ejeanor Berry as Adelaide Hunter Hoodless.

$40,899 ..
LOW KMS - 33,465 KM

2022 Nissan Versa

w HET $48,898 « HET ke
LOW KMS - 87,492 KM LOW KMS - 80,655 KM LOWKMS-10,215KM LOW KMS - 15,119 KM
*While every effort is made o ensure accuracy, we iare not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensin

BAD CREDIT... NO PROBLEM!. We work with multiple banks and credit unions to get you APPROVED with the

LOWEST RATE POSSIBLE! All Credit Approved with $0 Down.

519.273.3119

www.stratfordnissan.com

$ 2 i: 8 9 8 + H5T & lic
LOW KMS-21,401 KM

Contributed photo

$27,898 .
LOWKMS-33,380 KM

$20.898 e
LOW KMS -47,564 KM

. Some terms and conditions may apply.

STRATFORD NISSAN

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON Eﬁ:.—% ®
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EXPERT ADVI

s agar

By Scott Dunstal

Well, we got down to Florida and it has
been a battle of will just to keep myself
from falling into a blackhole of gluttony.

First of all, Walmart should NOT be al-
lowed to sell Little Debbie's mini donuts
in a bag. I don't care if it's sugar coated or
chocolate dipped. They should be banned.
Just like cigarettes, there should be warn-
ings on each bag. Warning: NUMBER OF
MINI DONUTS CONSUMED AT 2 a.m.
INCREASES RISK OF HUMILIATION
AND SCALE STOMPING IN THE MORN-
ING.

I was hoping to lose the remaining weight
when I got down here. What a newb. Who
was I kidding besides myself? No one, es-
pecially not Little Debbie. That means all
the 14 belts I brought down here will not
see the light of day unless I stop eating
for the next five. That ain’t going to hap-
pen. For gosh sakes, I have a Chilis, Olive
Garden, Steak and Shake, Macaroni Grill,
Chipotle and a friggin’ Tasty Treat half a
mile from my front door, not to mention
WAWAs and RaceTracs every 200 yards.
C’'monl!!

When your diet gives you lemons, then
you just have to make lemonade (with
Splenda) and move on. I won't be tucking
in those shirts and, to remedy that angst, I
decided I was going to take this time away
to post my daily flashes (outfits) on social
media and finally get some content onto
my Life & Style Facebook page.

I started out last week by laying those
flashes out on the bed, stood on a chair
and shot each staged outfit. Then my
daughter came down a few days ago and
saw what I was doing and told me I was
all messed up in my approach. She told
me that #ootd was trending on Instagram.
Outfit Of the Day. She said all I had to
do was not lay the outfit on the bed but
instead I should wear it, have someone
shoot the picture, point out the design-
ers I'm wearing and hashtag it #ootd. Do
that on Instagram and I would become

CE: Just keep at it

famous, she told me. I've done two and
nothing happened. What the heck? I will
keep at it.

That leads me to my thought for the week
— one I believe is the secret to finding
your style nirvana.

Just keep at it. In working with fashion to
create your own style, you don't need any
special gift. It’s just a progressive layering
over time. The only secret is just a sus-
tained commitment. I started very slowly
several years ago simply by going into a
Bay store and trying things on. But I think
before then I just began by casually no-
ticing what other men were wearing that
made them look sharp. And when I went
to The Bay, I kept those pieces in my head
as I looked through the racks and shelves.
From there, it was pinpointing my size by
designer. THIS was probably the thing
that takes the most time, but like eating
an elephant it’s one piece at a time.

One of the first things I noticed about
sharp-dressed men is their pants or jeans
never bundled up at the bottom. So, I
started with what has now become the
foundation of most of my winter outfits,
and those are jeans. I came to the conclu-
sion my size is 34 or 36 waist, depending
on the designer, and 32 inseam. For me
the 32 inseam is critical because that will
mean I virtually have no break at the bot-
tom where the cuff meets the top of my
shoes (called a vamp for all your hardlin-
ers). I like some spandex in the material
as well so — you know - they spand over
my big ex. I have dark pairs for the win-
ter and light pairs for the summer. All my
jeans are either 34 heritage that I bought
before Murrays closed or, believe it or not,
RW & Co. That is where I have evolved
with just one aspect of my flash and it
really just started with observance then
trial and error. If you follow that template
for each piece, you will ultimately get to
an overall look you will be proud of. Just
keep at it.

“Style is just fashion filtered through your
personality.”

Scott Dunstall has been on a stylistic jour-
ney for over 10 years. His belief is that ev-
ery guy has a style of his own. When it’s
discovered, it empowers and builds con-
fidence. Scott has appeared several times
on Rogers TV Kitchener as a guest on
DAYTIME. His writing has been repub-
lished by LinkedIn Top Influencer and
INC. Magazine contributing editor Jeff
Haden. He has also written several piec-
es for the Baden Outlook. You can follow
Scott on Instagram @everydaystylebyscott
or on LinkedIn @scottdunstall or Life &
Style Wilmot on Facebook. Feel free to ask
questions or propose collaborations: ev-
erydaystylebyscottl@gmail.com.

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332
agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159
Branch Office: 210 Mill Street,
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50025796

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel

S TR
‘Where in the world
would you like lo go?

consultants today!

L

www.stonetowntravel.com

Gazette Puzzles
AGRICULTURE 2024
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Combine Livestock Robotics
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Harvest Organic Tractor
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Pet of the Week
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ROXY

Terra Nova Dairy's 14 year old farm
mascot is a black Lab who loves
riding in the farm Gator. Her master,
Jodi Overdevest, from the 16th line,
says Roxy rolls her eyes when their
grandkids show up, but still gives them
the same affection labs are known for.

Nominate your Pet of the Week by

\_ emailing: thewtgazette@gmail.com

[oET——

it

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.ticpetfood.com

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD
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Property Listing

*SOLD FIRM*
SOLD FIRM-Tavistock
Custom Built, 2 +1 bedrooms, 3 baths,
open concept, finished basement,

spacious yard

3 bedrooms, 2 baths, open concept living &

MLS# 40542378 $929,900 806137
Oxford Rd. 29, Innerkip
3.5 acres

dining, family friendly layout, Barn,

Pasture, A1 zoning, minutes to 401

CLASSIFIED ADS —

MLS# 40524898 $599,900
10 Brown St. Stratford

2 bedrooms plus nursery/home office, 3 baths, open concept main

level layout, 11/2 car garage

HELP WANTED

MLS# 40542005 $699,900
120 Jacob St. E. Tavistock

3 +2 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 kitchens, fin. bsmt. w/ in-

law potential, walk-out/up from bsmt., almost 1/2

acre, indoor pool

RURAL
RESIDENTIAL
FARMS

since 2005

environment, we want you to be part of our family-style team.

Why Join Us?

« Established and mid-sized construction company

« Comfortable family-style work environment

« Opportunity for remote work in emergency situations

« Fast-paced and growth-focused atmosphere

Responsibilities:

« Handle accounting/bookkeeping functions in collaboration with the
accounting department

« Manage Accounts Payable, Accounts Receivable (invoicing and
collection), expenses, and receipts

« Ensure prompt payment by monitoring and following up on
outstanding invoices

« Accurately and timely post and enter data (subcontractors &
vendors)

* Prepare and maintain accounting documents and records

« Prepare bank deposits and general ledger/journal postings

« Reconcile accounts promptly

« Daily posting of key financial transactions

« Provide support to colleagues

« Address accounting or documentation problems and discrepancies

« Manage other administration tasks and reception duties

* Regularly update job-related knowledge

Requirements:

« Proven accounting experience in construction, considered a strong
asset

« Demonstrated knowledge of GAAP accounting principles and
procedures

« Strong computer skills in MS Office suite, Adobe Acrobat, Word,
accounting software, and familiarity with JONAS (preferred)

advanced)

resume/qualifications to employment@nithvalley.com

« Hands-on/proven experience with Excel spreadsheets (intermediate/

Nith Valley

Construction ..
568 Huron Streat
MNew Hamburg ON N3A 1J9

Join our dynamic team! We're a well-established, mid-sized general contractor/construction company on the lookout for a skilled
and detail-oriented Construction Bookkeeper. If you're passionate about numbers and thrive in a fast-paced, growth-oriented

« Accuracy, confidentiality, and keen attention to detail

« Analytical thinking and skills

« Ability to perform filing and record-keeping

« Data entry and word processing skills

« Excellent verbal and written communication skills in English

« Well-organized and a fast learner

« Ability to prioritize workload, meet (critical) deadlines, and work well
under pressure

« Ability to work independently or as a team member with minimal
supervision

Qualifications:

« Post-secondary degree/diploma in accounting or related field
preferred

« -2 years of accounting or bookkeeping experience (in construction
definite asset)

« Knowledge of construction management software (Jonas) or
equivalent

« Strong organizational, analytical, interpersonal, and communication
skills

« Ability to perform accurate mathematical calculations

« Problem-solving skills and ability to follow instructions

« Effective interaction with people and ability to communicate ideas
clearly

« Flexibility to respond to changing priorities

« Understanding of Provincial and Federal reporting

« Adaptability to learn other financial systems as required

« Enthusiastic with excellent organization and retention skills

« Ability to excel at customer relations and clear communication with
the team and customers

« Excellent phone etiquette

« Continuous learning mindset

We would like to thank all applicants for their interest; however, we will contact the most qualified applicants only. Send

Nith Valley
Construction .«

568 Huron Street

New Hamburg ON N3A 108

Joh Title: Health and Safety Coordinator

We're a medium sized construction company with a big impact. We are a general contractor involved in public tender, construction manage-
ment, and design build. We focus primarily on the industrial, commercial, and institutional sectors of construction.

Joh Description & Responsibilities:

« Develop action plans based off of project statistics and inspection
information

« Conducting project safety inspections on a monthly basis

« Ensure safety compliance with fellow employees and any subcon-
tractors

« Assisting with any incident investigations

« Conduct training and information sessions with all employees to
ensure industry compliance

* Project administrative support in project start up (ie: safety control
plans, NOPs, safety boards, subcontractor documentation, etc.) and
close out (ie: development operation and maintenance manuals)

« Support and implement industry health and safety best practices

« Complete employee orientations, safety orientations, and quarterly
company safety meetings

« Coordinate and schedule employee safety training as required

« Conduct and chair JHSC meetings, complete and distribute minutes,
and track/ implement JHSC items

« Maintain the Health & Safety Manual, including any development
and implementation of new policies based off of industry legislation

« Conduct, create, and track company safety records, project safety

records, and employee safety records

« Maintain inventory records of company equipment and tools

« Office administrative support including redirection of any phone
calls, emails, personnel as required

Requirements & Experience:

« National Health & Safety Administrator (NHSA) or National Construc-
tion Safety Officer (NCSO) designation is an asset

+ Degree or Diploma in Occupational Health and Safety or related field

« Thorough understanding of relevant legislation and how it applies to
the construction industry

+ Experience submitting and working through a WSIB case

+ Ability to demonstrate superior communication in providing direc-
tion and the rationale for various safety policies and procedures

« I-5 years’ experience in the field (preferred)

« Valid Driver's license

What We Offer::

« Competitive industry wage based on experience

« Access to a comprehensive benefits plan

* RRSP matching

« Use of a company vehicle

We would like to thank all applicants for their interest; however, we will contact the most qualified applicants only. Send

resume/qualifications to employment@nithvalley.com

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418
OR EMAIL SHARONBLEIS@GMAIL.COM




The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Thursday, March 14, 2024 flE¥}})

COMMUNITY —

This week’s list of veterans served in the First World War:

Help the New

Name Birth Born
] Daub, Walter Joseph Jan. 22-1895 - Kitchener, Ont.
Hamburg Leglon Dewar, James Alexander Jan. 3-1896 - Wellesley, Ont.
- . Dietrich, Robert Arthur Oct. 11-1892 - Baden, Ont.
find famlly Doering, Adam Andrew April 10-1897 - Philipsburg, Ont.
. Erb, William Otto Jan. 4-1893 - New Hamburg, Ont.

members of First Fleischauer, Irvin Michael __Sept. 24-1894 - Wellesley, Ont.

Forler, Harry George Dec. 18-1892 - Philipsburg, Ont.

Goebel, Norman John May 4-1889 - New Hamburg, Ont.
world War Veterans Gourlay, Thomas Moore Sept. 10-1891 - Manitowaning, Ont.

Halls, Robert James April 5-1890 - Hepworth, Ont.
By Wilmot Tavistock Gazette staff Hamilton, Cecil Alexander Feb.2-1894 - New Hamburg, Ont.
To help the local Legion find family members | Hamilton, John Kelly May 31-1897 - Shakespeare, Ont.
of i;)lcall‘lltel’tler?ir'lts' so t;lii’l Cii;l bel IéOHOI(llljed Hamilton, Gerald Musgrave  July 22-1888 - York (Toronto), Ont.
n 1t10n n. l1an H B
Legion Ontario Command's Military Service | L2rtuns. Milton Aug. 25-1895 - Gadshill Ont, ROME AND AMALFI COAST
Recognition Book, the Gazette will Tegularly Hartung, Edward George Sept. 9-1898 - qadshlll, Ont.
publish a list of names in future editions for Hebel, William Melvin Nov. 7-1896 - Lisbon, Ont. MAY 16 - 25, 2025
which legion volunteers have been unable to | Hiller, Oliver Henry May 11-1897 - New Hamburg, Ont. FROM THE LEGENDARY COLOSSEUM IN ROME TO THE ROCKY CLIFFS OF
find or contact family members, For this year’s | Kropf, Lavina Sept. 28-1885 - Baden. Ont. THE AMALFI COAST, TAKE IN THE BEST OF SOUTHERN ITALY. BOOK NOW!
edition of the Military Service Recognition | |jnscombe, Thomas June 17-1879 - london, England
El(;i(:)}((;(flz;lle\;gf:ialrelg13)nt{112§b1(1)1(;§}51\g?1}l,)lliii}:g:ub— Livingston, John Milton March 3-1888 - Blythe, Ont.

If you are related to or know someone who is related to one of the above
veterans or any local First and Second World War veterans and would 1iKe | gy ofice: 710 il Sireet, New Hamburg, ONGAIPS. el Ofice: 150 Queen it astt. Harys, ONNAK 34

to have their name, story and photo included in the 11th Military Service | 63999 @ newhamburg@stonetowniravel.com (© 519-284-2332 @ agent@stonetowntravel com
Recognition Book, email Bob Berg at iceb-ev@hotmail.com. TIC0 #50025796 TICO #50010159

B-W FEED & SUPPLY Famil y owned

BEYOND NUTRITION ¥y, &
WWW .BWFEED.CA e 519-662-1773 Operated

Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - MARCH 2024

Serving
Ontario
Agricul ture
since 1966!

SATURDAY, MAR. 16 FRIDAY, MAR. 22 MONDAY, MAR. 25 SUNDAY, MAR. 31
Wilmot Optimist Annual St. Pulled Pork Dinner and Games Tomship of Wilmot Council Easter Sunday
Patrick’s Day Sale Night Meeting
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 6 p.m. Z,‘” D, amb MONDAY, APR. 8
150 Charlotta St., Baden Grace United Church in Tavistock ouncu Lhamoers
is sponsoring a pulled pork dinner | 60 Snyder’s Rd. West Baden Garden Wilmot (Wilmot Hort
Sauerkraut Sales and games night. It's a delicious .
11 a.m.to 2 p.m. meal of pulled pork on a bun and WEDNESDAY, MAR. 27 Society) Monthly Garden Talk
Tavistock Men’s Club building all the fixings, followed by games 7 p.m.
78 Woodstock St. Tavistock galore.($15) Community Care Concepts Lunch | Wilmot Rec Complex,
Grace United Church - Church Hall | and Fellowship Meeting Room A (upstairs).
TUESDAY, MAR. 19 116 Woodstock St S, Tavistock 12 p.m. 1291 Nafziger Rd. Baden
Linwood Community Centre
Wilmot Ecumenical Working SATURDAY, MAR. 23 5279 Ament Line Linwood LIBIVEL G AP0 O
Group on Indigenous/Settler . .
Relationships' next film screening | Optimist Club of Wilmot Annual THURSDAY, MAR. 28 Township of Wellesley council
7 p.m. Easter Egg Hunt . meeting
For a change of pace, we are show- | 10.30 a.m. to 12 p.m. Community Care Concepts Lunch | 6:45 p.m.
ing.3 short film_s tha}t highlight a Sir Adam Beck Park and Fellowship Council chambers
variety of contributions to our na- | 775 Snyder’s Rd. E. Baden 12 p.m. 4805 William Hastings Line,
tional identity made by Indigenous Wilmot Recreation Complex Crosshill
individuals and communities. Sauerkraut Sales 1291 Nafziger Rd. Baden
Free event. No need to register. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Rib & Tail Stag
Questions? Contact ecumenical- Tavistock Men’s Club building 6 p.m. - Take out
wprkmggroup@gmall.com 78 Woodstock St. Tavistock 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Zion United Church Shakespeare and District Optimist
215 Peel St., New Hamburg . . Hall
Swimming Easter Egg Hunt Thompson St. Shakespeare
New Dundee Women'’s Institute 3:30-4:30 p.m. and 4:30-5:30 p.m. P ' P
meeting Wilmot Recreation Complex FRIDAY MAR. 29
7-9 p.m. 1291 Nafziger Rd. Baden 7 c
New Dundee Community Centre :
1028 Queen St. S. New Dundee Good Friday
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ATTENTION

Collectors, and doll lovers from 4 to 104. FOUR, brand new (still in presentation boxes) 20” “Reborn” brand dolls; two
with blonde rooted hair, and all in quality outfits on weighted, vinyl/soft bodies with eyes that open and shut; and may
include bottles, diapers, birth certificates, pacifiers and rattles. Special price of $115.00 each box, complete. Please call
(non smoking) Stratford home at (519) 305-6275. These adorable ‘babies’ are looking for loving ‘Forever Homes’.

Wanted

226-972-5750

$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying CDs,
Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For more information: DIAMOND DOGS MUSIC 114 Ontario St. Stratford/

Wanted

- 519-570-6920.

| will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola, Pepsi, any pop company, Brewery items Kuntz, Huether Labatts,
etc. Old radios and gramophones, Wristwatches and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, Beaver Star Bee Hive etc. Any old oil
cans and signs Red Indian Supertest etc Any small furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact me

Weekly Quiz Answers
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Nitrogen

René Descartes
Kelly Clarkson
Four

Inland Taipan

% NS A WDNR

180
10.The Dragon

The Missouri River

Leviathan (Vaughan, ON)

RUN YOUR
BUSINESS CARD

AD HERE!

TO BOOK SPACE CONTACT
SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418
OR SHARONBLEIS@GMAIL.COM

I
I's marine
38 Milton Street New Hamburg
(519) 662-1650 :
www.masselsmarine.com

(866) 627- 7357

Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes
Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing

&LEGEND

® mercury

GO BOLDLY.

When social
media blocks your
access to the
news, turn to your
local newspaper.

O CANADA’S NEWS MEDIA

CHAMPIONS
® OF THE TRUTH

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Assistance for people & families in
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500

tapisforyou@outlook.com

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

TAPISFORYOU.COM

Full Service
Maintenance &
Repair on All
Makes & Models

272 Snyder’s Road, Baden
matt@badenauto.ca

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE CABINETRY

CSN - E&L Murray Erb
111 Arnold St. Manager

New Hamburg, On. l 2112'_2%22'_11222
N3A 2C6 )

2 Toll Free: 1-877-894-9773
www.likenew.ca  E: merb@likenew.ca
24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)

To book this space call
Sharon Leis at
519-580-5418 or email
sharonbleis@gmail.com

@QM%D

SERVICE & REPAIR

27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock
519-655-2500

AUTOPRO

yﬂh%

SELECTIVE

C A BINETGS

Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster * 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com
e-mail: selective @ sympatico.ca

39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

LAFAY FAMILY

CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome
296 Ontario St. Stratford
519-273-4404

CONTRACTORS

ENTWISTLE

I COMCRETE

DRIVEWAY
TEPS

JON WITZEL

CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction ¢ Additions
Renovations ¢ Decks and Fences
519-662-4239 ¢ Cell 519-503-1588

Residential « Commercial * Agricultural * jonwitzel.com

e

beslve

ADDITIONS * RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS
DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING

ASSISTANCE AUTOMOTIVE CHIROPRACTIC CONTRACTORS

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

ZLEHFR

& MORE

PO. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

FIVESTAR

CLUSTOM CONCRETE LTO.

Foundations ¢ Floors * Driveways * Sidewalks '
Jon Willsey 519-778-2616 Tavistock, ON

jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com
www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

CONSTRUCTION
ﬂgcore Brian Stere

519-276-1851
CONSTRUCTION LIMITED

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos
General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca  bstere@agcore.ca

C.ICR'.E}

Lo

GARY PEARSON 519-655-2825
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SERVICE DIRECTORY —

CONSTRUCTION EXCAVATING PAINTING STORAGE TECHNICAL

RESIDENTIAL
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL
. New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

[CARPENTRY

JEL=JOE
HAULAGE

EXCAVATING SERVICES I'i ol Like us an
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator Facebook

Randy Fletcher 519-272-3641

JUST <
WORKING

RESIDEMNTIAL & COMMERCIAL CONTRACTING
CREDIBLE CONSTRUCTION WITH
A SOCIAL CONSCIENCE
"For every house is built by
someone, but God is the builder
of everything." - Hebrews 3:4

Jeff Van Gyssel | 226-581-0944
www.justworking.ca

HEATING/COOLING

CONSULTING

CXK ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSULTING
* Environmental Site Assessments
* Remediation
* Records of Site Condition
* Excess Soil Management

e Groundwater and Surface
Water Monitoring

www.cxkenvironmental.com

—COMPUTERS
FOGUS ==

computers inc

SHES

- IPGRADES
-REFAES

- Onsite and In-Store Service
- Competitive Pricing on
New & Used Computers
- After Sale Service That Can't Be Beat
- Virus Removal, Upgrades & More!

73 Peel Street

New Hamburg
519-662-6720
www.focuscomputers.ca

Hours:

Mon - Thurs: Noon - 6:00
Fri.: Noon - 7:00

Sat.: 9:30 - 3:00

DENTIST

Tavistock/Dental

DR. KWOHN KIM

Offering V. Sedation,
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth
Replacement and Root Canal

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N.,
Tavistock, ON NOB 2RO
Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca
tavistockdental.ca

ELECTRICAL

Specidlizing in Agricultural, Solar,

Automation Control and EV Charging

G Crescent Ridge

163 Hope St. W. Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
P.O. Box 495 Local: 519-655-6802
Tavistock, ON NOB 2RO Email:info@crescentridge.ca

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com
Installation, Sales & Service,
Residential, Commercial
TOTAL HEATING &
COOLING

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years *'|

* Furnaces * Air Conditioners
« Fireplaces
* Gas Piping * Sheet Metal Fabrication
Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

LAWN MAINTENANCE

LAWN CARE
PROGRAMS
' AVAILABLE
choice Iawn care e RolhrFmgrt |/-\eratmg
* Fertilizer
Kyle Meadows * Weed Control
519'801'5983 . Overseeding

meadowschoicelawncare@gmail.com

LEGAL

Monteith Ritsma Phillips

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
519-655-2900

www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

MAPLE SYRUP

2024 MAPLE SYRUP

Call after 6:00 pm on weekdays.

Anytime on weekends. m

Call Carman Wettlaufer
RR 2, Tavistock 655-2627

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
o KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
w 7 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock
* Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder

* Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
* Massage Therapy ¢ Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

MORTGAGES

Mortgage advice

RBC M

i | i
{5 W
/ fr':cﬁ"lllltr

anbille Mortgope Specialist
E-5r-5248
evicmiBergprbcoom

for your new home.,

Sittend

' PAINTING AND DECORATING
INTERIOR PAINTING

Over 30 years of experience.

QUALITY WORK, RELIABLE, CLEAN,
FRIENDLY, AND DONE ON TIME.

Debbie Norenberg
519-662-6210

PLUMBING

McKay Plumbing

Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay
Owner/Operator

63 Hope St. W.
Box 899, Tavistock
NOB 2R0

519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

STORE YOUR STUFF!

MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11
INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE

114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock
Tel: 519-655-2355 ¢ Fax 655-2715

Country Geek

Computer Sales & Services
for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service
CONTACT DOUG TURVEY &

Cell: 519-537-9037 '

countrygeek33 @gmail.com —

RENT A BOX

Portable Storage Containers
Sizes 8'x12’ to 8'x24’
Store at your place or ours.
Phone 519-625-8510

To book this space call
Sharon Leis at
519-580-5418 or email
sharonbleis@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE

EXPERIENCED - PROFESSIONAL- HONESIT

Serving OXFORD-PERTH-WATERLOD

Alison Willsey g

BRI

F’EAI(

REALTY

RE/MAX

Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994

88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2

SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative

mseby@rogers.com * www.remaxabrealty.ca

a-b REALTY LTD
BROKERAGE

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

Cell: 519-272-7676

Independently
d Owned & Operated

Res: 519-655-2548 “_
Office: 519-273-2821

TRAVEL

Main office: 150 Queen St E,
St. Marys ¢ 519-284-2332
210 Mill St, New Hamburg * 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

PROMOTE
YOUR
BUSINESS
HERE

Call Sharon Leis
at 519-580-5418
or email

sharonbleis@gmail.com

o rree Prertedess

88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

ﬁ PP LE CUSTOM HOMES AND RENOVATIONS F
Stop in and see us 206 Hope St. East, Tavistock QM’
Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

R E/M Ax a-b realty BROKERAGE Brian: 519-272-3465 « brian @brianwilhelm.com
Kyle: 519-574-7244 « kyle @brianwilhelm.com

-1 Brian Wilhelm, Broker
u (el 1 Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

Liz Yundt, REALTOR, Coldwell Banker -
Exemplary Service GUARANTEED!
| will always do my absolute best for YOU - | am per-
sistent, hard-working, honest, enthusiastic, tenacious,
and most importantly, thorough! | will listen to your
needs and strive to meet your goals.
Please consider me as your passionate real estate sales

representative for you, my most important client!

519.272.9017

lizyundt.realtor@gmail.com

THINKING OF
MAKING A
MOVE?

KATE GINGERICH
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

e kate@paulandkatekw.com
e 226-789-3846

PAUL & KATE

Fow INRIVATION

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

To book your space call
Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or email sharonbleis@gmail.com

BOOKYOUR
SERVICE
DIRECTORY

AD TODAY!
Call

Sharon Leis
at
519-580-5418
or email

sharonbleis@gmail.com
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€8> ORDER ONLINE TODAY

l!ﬂ!l TLCPETFOOD.COM 519-662-9500
PET FOOD DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.




