HERITAGE EDITION pAGE‘I‘I

DOHERTY DIVISION race 2 5

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Serving New Hamburg, Tavistock, Baden, Wellesley, New Dundee, St. Agatha, Shakespeare, Petersburg, Hickson, Punkeydoodle’s Corner and area

Wilmot Family
Resource Centre

Black Excellence: A Heritage to
Celebrate; a Future to Build

175 Waterloo St, New
Hamburg, ON

(519) 662-2731

wilmotfamilyresourcecentre.ca

Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook group member Angela Woodley recently snapped this beautiful photo of a sunrise at The Baden Hills.

Photo courtesy of Show Us Your Wilmot

Titans implement new dressing

room policy

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative
reporter

Tavistock and District Minor Hockey
Association (TDMHA) has a new dressing
room policy, several months after the first
attempt by Hockey Canada, and eventual-
ly, the Ontario Minor Hockey Association
(OMHA) tried to employ it.

TIM LOUIS

( 519-578-3777 &) TimLouisMP.ca

A memo was released on the minor hock-
ey website on Jan. 31 with a link to the
rules all minor hockey organizations are
to follow going forward.

“Please be advised that it was recently
announced that the three Hockey Canada
Members in Ontario ... will be updat-
ing the dressing room policy which has

%4 Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca

been in place since 2009 and was updat-
ed in 2016. The policy was created in con-
junction with the Ontario Human Rights
Tribunal. This new hybrid policy will be in
place effective Feb. 1 and is another step
towards creating welcoming and inclusive
spaces for all players, while enhancing
the safety of Minor Hockey participants

Continued on page 2

EZT budget ready
for the public eye

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative
reporter

Members of East Zorra-Tavistock council ap-
pear to be ready to pass the 2024 budget, but
township residents will have an opportunity
to give their input next week.

Councillors heard from each department
head at a five-plus hour meeting and ap-
peared to be satisfied with a document that,
if approved, would result in a nearly 7 per-
cent tax increase. The budget was open to the
public but for listening purposes only.

Mayor Phil Schaefer, who voted in favour
of a 16.7 per-cent increase at the Oxford
County council table, said he’s pleased with
the township’s version.

“I feel in this inflationary environment a 6.63
per-cent tax increase is responsible consid-
ering that service levels are not being de-
creased, and most importantly, reserve con-
tributions are being made as needed to man-
age our asset-replacement requirements.”

Councillors didn't make any major adjust-
ments after hearing from township staff.
Schaefer explained they were able to keep
reserves at prudent levels.

“I think it is a testament to our staff that they
presented a budget that did not require a lot
of tweaking. There were changes made, like
adjusting reserve contributions, but these
did not change the resulting tax increase.
We could have easily lowered the increase
by raiding reserve balances, but that is not a
prudent or wise road to go down.”

Some of the big-ticket items in the budget in-
clude a 3.05 per-cent or $220,000 increase to

Continued on page 2

Member of Parliament

Kitchener-Conestoga

@ TimLouisKitCon
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New OMHA dressing room policy

Continued from page 1

through proper supervision and mini-
mum clothing expectations.”

The association, like every other one
across Ontario, was given about a month
to prepare and then implement the pol-
icy. The OMHA provided online training
opportunities, but they were not made
mandatory for coaches and other team
officials. They are required to follow the
new rules. Minor hockey president Jason
Murray said all executive members did
take part and then created a local policy
that was sent out to team officials. The
Gazette asked Murray if parents would
be able to see it for themselves.

“We are considering whether we are go-
ing to post it. I think it will probably go
up online for parents to read. We are still
working that out,” he said.

The policy handed down to minor hock-
ey groups is five pages long. In short,
it states its purpose is to “provide all
participants (athletes, officials, coaches,
team staff, etc.) access to safe, inclusive,
and equitable dressing spaces. In this
regard, all participants have the right to
utilize the dressing room or appropriate
and equivalent dressing environment
based on their gender identity, religious
beliefs, body image concerns and/or oth-
er reasons related to their individual
needs.”

The main regulation is that no player
will be allowed to have anything other
than the “minimum attire” on at all times
while visible to anyone else. Minimum
attire is described as “clothing or a base
layer that covers the pelvic region (ide-
ally coverage would be from waist to up-
per thigh but, at a minimum there needs
to be coverage of the buttocks and gen-
italia) and the chest area of the partici-
pant. Ideally, minimum attire above the
waist should include clothing or a base
layer covering most of the body between

DRESSING ROOM
POLICY

]

the neck and the waistline, it must, at a
minimum, include clothing that covers
most of the upper torso, such as a sports
bra.”

In the event of a complaint if a parent,
player, or coach isn't following the new
policy, TDMHA would be required to
launch an investigation.

“We would have to investigate the com-
plaint and follow up with further discus-
sion with the coaches or possibly some
sort of sanction if they are willfully ig-
noring it.”

Murray said the organization also had
to work with East Zorra-Township to
get the arena properly outfitted to offer
players privacy.

“They are working on getting curtains up
in each of the bathrooms to make sure
the kids are able to have that privacy.”

He added for younger players it is not a
big deal because they always have a base
layer on.

“It's the older kids that it's going to be
tricky for.”

While TDMHA hasn’t received much
feedback in the two or so weeks the pol-
icy has been implemented, Murray did
admit not too many people are thrilled
about it. He added it is a big responsibil-
ity for them to take on.

“It is what it is. We will do it to the best of
our ability and move forward.”

It is puzzling to some in the minor hock-
ey community why a policy of this mag-
nitude is being implemented by force
as the season inches closer to an end.
Murray said it was first introduced be-
fore the 2023-24 campaign but abruptly
halted.

“There was so much backlash they with-
drew it, reviewed it, made some adjust-
ments, and reimplemented it. I don't
know if they can be faulted for that.”

Murray said he would have liked more
advance notice the policy was coming.

“Sometimes you just have to do these
things. I understand the principles be-
hind it. I think it’s meant to be a good
thing to help protect those who need
it, but it might have been better if the
OMHA worked with the parties it was
going to affect.”

He added this isn't the first time minor
hockey’s governing body in Ontario has
gotten pushback on a new rule.

“They are more of a let’s put it in
place and see where the chips fall
organization.”

Anyone involved in minor hockey can
provide feedback or ask questions about
the policy by contacting the Ontario
Minor Hockey Association at https://
www.omha.net/page/show/884952-of-
fice. The policy itself is available at
Ontario_Dressing Room_Policy_2024.
pdf (tavistockminorhockey.com).

e 1Bedroom /1 Bathroom

e 830+SqFt

e Open Concept Layout

e Private Driveway

e Main Floor Laundry
Pet Friendly

Trinity %x Village
TERRACE
DISCOVER A CARING COMMUNITY

Discover carefree living at Trinity Village Terraces. Tired
of cutting the grass and shoveling snow? No worries here,
that is all done for you! Plus, no maintenance either!

AVAILABLE NOW!

$399,900

Call today 519-896-3112
retirement@trinityvillage.com

www.trinityvillage.com

Y EZT

EAST ZORRA-TAVISTOCK

2024 budget now
available

Continued from page 1

the parks and recreation department to help pay
for a much-needed arena-furnace replacement
and a 2.25 per-cent hike for fire and protective
services.

“Increased contributions to the arena reserve to
pay for required repairs and replacements, as well
as new breathing apparatus for our firefighters,
are two key initiatives we are doing with this bud-
get,” said Schaefer.

Township CAO Karen DePrest provided addition-
al details on the purchase of the equipment.

“The overall project cost is $459,000, of which the
fire equipment reserve is contributing $360,000.
The overall increase to the fire budget is $162,708.
One-hundred-thousand dollars is attributable to
the (breathing equipment) plus $45,000 for fire
hoses and bunker gear replacements.”

EZT’s Corporate Services department has a minor
increase of $39,102.

“This is 100 per-cent attributable to the acquisi-
tion of blinds for the new building that will assist
in temperature regulation in various offices. That
cost will be tax-supported as a one-time operating
expense,” added DePrest.

As for the next steps, a 2024 public budget meet-
ing will be held on Wednesday, Feb. 21 at 7 p.m. at
the township administration building in Hickson.
Written and/or verbal comments will be consid-
ered by council at the public meeting. Anyone in-
terested will have to attend in person as the town-
ship does not have a virtual system installed at the
new township office. Depending on the outcome,
staff would be presenting the budget bylaw for
council’s approval at the March 6 regular meeting.

The 111-page budget document is available on
the EZT website at https://www.ezt.ca/en/town-
ship-office/budget.aspx#2024-Budget.

LIFE LEASE FOR SALE
UNIT #27
2705 KINGSWAY DRIVE
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SOUTH EASTHOPE

MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of the
SOUTH EASTHOPE MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

Notice is hereby given that the 152nd Annual Meeting of South Easthope Mutual Insurance
Company will be held at Grace United Church, 116 Woodstock Street South, Tavistock,
Ontario, on Friday March 8, 2024 at 1:30 p.m.

The meeting will commence with a presentation “Managing Severe Weather Risks” by Glenn
McGillivray, from the Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction.

The business portion will follow this special presentation for the purposes of:

1. Receiving and approving the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the
Corporation held March 3, 2023.

2. Receiving the Auditor’s Report and Financial Statement for the year ended
December 31, 2023.

3. Appointing Auditors for the 2024 fiscal year.

4. Electing three directors, each for a term of three years.

Any member wishing to seek election or re-election as a director must have filed their intention
to stand for election in writing with the Secretary of the Corporation at least thirty days in
advance of the Annual Meeting.

A complete version of the audited financial statements for the year ended December 31, 2023
are available for viewing on the company website at www.southeasthope.com. A member
may also request a copy by written request at least 14 days before the Annual Meeting.

Jennifer R. Kearsey, CIP - President & CEO
For the Board of Directors
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19 FROM 10 AM TO NOON AT TAVISTOCK ARENA

HOT DOGS, SAPUTO SPONSORED CHEESE STRINGS AND CHOCOLATE MILK FOR THE KIDS
SPARKY WILL BE THERE T0O!

ALL ARE WELCOME!
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Perth East resident falls victim to expensive scam

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative
reporter

Police are warning residents about cryp-
tocurrency investment fraud after Perth
County OPP received a report Feb. 6 that
a Perth East resident lost over $140,000.

Perth County OPP Const. Beth Hanlon
said more people seem to be falling for
scams like this one in large part because
the criminals know exactly what they are
doing.

“They are very skilled in identifying vul-
nerabilities in situations where they can
take advantage of people. They have an
ability to manipulate people.”

She explained a perfect example is the
fraud known as the ‘grandparent scam’
where the kindness of seniors is taken ad-
vantage of.

“It comes from their desire to be polite,

stay on the phone and not be perceived as
rude. Also, their willingness to trust. We do
see that population fall victim frequently.”

Hanlon said these types of scams are se-
verely underreported.

“We believe a lot of people who fall victim
aren’t comfortable telling someone, maybe
feel embarrassed and they don’t want to
share the incident with family or police.”

Police have released several tips and
warning signs for the public to consider
when potential fraud comes to their tele-
phone or computer including when some-
one demands money immediately.

“Maybe a loved one is in trouble and you
can help them by paying a sum of money
or a gift card. Hopefully, that raises some
flags especially when the person says not
to talk to anyone. Call the police. We would
be more than happy to help you work

through it.”

She added reaching out to a family mem-
ber is also a good idea to avoid being
taken.

Hanlon said they can’t always recover sto-
len funds, but if they can get an early jump
on an investigation, it can happen.

“We investigate these incidents fully and,
in some situations, we can assist in get-
ting funds back. It depends on how long
ago an incident occurred. We just need to
be made aware of the crimes as soon as
possible.”

She explained the more police know
about new and different scams the better,
as they can warn the public about them to
prevent others from falling victim.

Education is important, particularly
among seniors who are often victims of
these financial crimes. Hanlon said police

offer education for those interested.

“We will come to community meetings,
schools, clubs, retirement communities,
businesses, anyone who would like to hear
some information to educate themselves
or their loved ones.”

Hanlon can be reached at the Sebringville
detachment of the Perth County OPP at
519-393-6123.

According to the Canadian Anti-Fraud
Centre Ontario (CAFC), residents lost
approximately $136 million in invest-
ment-related frauds and approximately
$20,332,013 in romance-related frauds in
2022.1Itis estimated that only five to 10 per
cent of frauds are reported to the CAFC
or police. If you do fall victim to fraud or
know someone who has, contact your lo-
cal police service to report the crime, and
also report it to the Canadian Anti-Fraud
Centre.

The “Eyes Of Your House” will
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Local OPP offer insight into mental-health response
at recent Shakespeare Optimist meeting
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Const. Jillian Johnson addresses members of the Shake-
speare Optimist Club and explains how the OPP and the
Huron-Perth Healthcare Alliance are working together to
support communities across Perth County. Photo by Gary
West photo

Unknown soldier

By Gary West

Members of the Shakespeare
Optimist Club were brought up to
date last week on how the local OPP
detachment and area health-care
providers are working hand in hand
to improve safety in crisis situations
involving mental health.

Const. Jill Johnson has worked with
Perth County OPP for over 10 years.
During that time she has been in-
volved in a variety of different roles
including front-line policing, school
resource officer, media-and-commu-
nity safety officer and, most recently,
community mobilization officer and
mental-health liaison.

Johnson now works closely with and
oversees the Perth County Mobile
Crisis Response Team.

The Mobile Crisis Response Teams
is made up of two people — a police
officer and a crisis worker — who re-
spond to calls involving a person in

crisis.

During a call for service involving
someone in crisis, Johnson said po-
lice can focus on safety while the
crisis worker can help to de-escalate
the situation and support the person
in crisis.

Police and health-care partners
working together means improved
safety and better outcomes for ev-
eryone. Johnson said she works with
Jen Nixon, a social worker with the
Huron-Perth Healthcare Alliance
who has been with the Perth County
Mobile Crisis Response Team the
longest, and provides insight into
qualifications, types of calls they at-
tend and various outcomes.

She said the partnership has met with
positive results. In 2022, Johnson told
Optimist members there were 222
mental-health related investigating,
while in 2023, the number was re-
duced to 94.

Similarly, suicide attempts and
threats went down from 55 in 2022
to 52 in 2023 after 2019 saw a re-
cord-high 71 suicide attempts in the
county.

Johnson also said family dispute calls
under the Perth County OPP juris-
diction went from a high of 175 in
2021 to 158 calls in 2023, while do-
mestic dispute calls went from 236 in
2022 to 212 in 2023.

The OPP also conduct wellbeing
check. In 2020, there were 127 calls
for wellbeing checks in Perth county
and in 2023 that number increased to
165.

Following the presentation, Optimist
members were happy to hear the
constable’s positive remarks on
how the OPP and the Huron-Perth
Healthcare Alliance are working to-
gether to make Perth County safer
and provide the right help to those
who need it.

=

Do you know any o the soldiers in these photos? The New Hamburg Legion Branch 532 is organizing its archives and is
appealing to the public for help identifying the brave local men and women who served in the first and second world wars
who appear in historical photos without identifying information. Email angelica.thomas@rogers.com if you recognize

someone in these photos. Photos courtesy of New Hamburg Legion
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READ ALL ABOUTIT!

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette is your
local trusted news source and we
welcome story ideas from our readers.
If you have a local story idea, email it
to Editor Galen Simmons at:
galen@granthaven.com
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FAMILY DAY WEEKEND

FREE SKATE

Bring your family for a day of
fun and skating with Tim Louis,
your Member of Parliament.
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B FEBRUARY 19
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

WILMOT RECREATION
COMPLEX

1291 Nafziger Rd,
Baden, ON; N3A 0C4

519-578-3777 TimlLouisMP.ca @TimlLouisKitCon Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca
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Zorra collision sends one
person to hospital

A two-vehicle collision in Zorra
Township has sent one person to
hospital.

At 8 a.m. on Monday, the Oxford de-
tachment of the Ontario Provincial
Police along with members of Oxford
County Paramedic Services and Fire
Services from Zorra responded to a
collision that occurred at the intersec-
tion of 37th Line and Road 84 in Zorra
Township.

The investigation revealed that a
hatchback and a dump truck collided in
the intersection. No injuries were re-
ported from either driver however the | =
passenger of the hatchback was airlift-
ed to hospital by Ornge. Police say the
injured person was last reported as be-
ing in stable condition.

Anyone with information about this
ongoing investigation is asked to con-
tact the Oxford OPP at 1-888-310-
1122. No word yet on potential charges.

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS WITH US!

To book space contact Sharon Leis
at 519-580-5418 or sharonbleis@gmail.com

In stock for immediate delivery

2024 Kia Niro EV

2024 Kia EV6

FREE Winter Tires '
with purchase of
an EV vehicle’ 1

FREE Winter Tires
with purchase of
an EV vehicle' |

*Offer ends Feb 29, 2024. Some
conditions apply

Sales, Service & Parts

Stratferd
Kia

LA <

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00

PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

2024 Kia Sportage

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew
www.stratfordkia.com
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Shop Local: New Hamburg On Par Golf offers a
seasonless alternative to hitting the links

By Galen Simmons

Though golf in Canada is a seasonal
sport, New Hamburg-area residents
missing the close-cropped grass of
the greens, the peaceful ripple of
water hazards and the faint sound
of cursing as someone duffs another
shot now have an indoor alternative
that not only offers that golf fix in
the winter, but also gives players a
chance to improve their games in the
off season.

Located at New Hamburg Lanes,
New Hamburg On Par Golf offers
the best in golf-simulation technol-
ogy with three Golfzon TwoVision+
indoor-golf simulators. James Aoki,
owner of both businesses, says he
purchased and installed the in-
door-golf simulators to provide cus-
tomers with more ways to have fun
inside.

“I've always wanted to do something
more as far as a multi-sport facili-
ty,” Aoki said. “Bowling is a seasonal
sport and so is golf, so why not tie the
two of them together?”

Designed in South Korea, the Golfzon
network of simulators includes such
features as a dual-swing plate that
moves in 24 different directions
mimicking different terrains and
slopes, an auto-ball tee pop-up sys-
tem so golfers don't need to retrieve
their balls, more than 200 courses
from around the world, a mobile app
that saves and tracks players profiles,
preferences and stats, and a number
of player-assist features that helps
players understand their game and
improve it.

For those golfers keen on improving
their game before they bring it on
the course in the spring, as well as
wannabe golfers who would like to
learn the sport, On Par Golf also has
two golf pros on the roster, Connie
Deckert and Mark Maue, who can of-
fer expert lessons.

REACH YOUR

We've got everything you need to
Reach Your Goals from Expert
Coaching to State of the Art Equipment
- and everything in between.

ANYTIME
FITNESS.

24/7 ACCESS TO THE GYM

Enjoy a Customized Workout Plan, Diet Suggestions

Squeaky Clean Surfaces and Equipment

24 - 7 security to keep you safe while you make “Healthy Happen”
All Are Welcome - Beginner to Fitness Fanatic - Young'and Old

338 Waterloo St, New Hamburg, ON
Phone: (519) 340-3242

New Hamburg On Par Golf owner James Aoki shows off one of three Golfzon Two-

Vision+ indoor-golf simulators that were recently added to the New Hamburg Lanes

bowling alley. Photo by Galen Simmons

“The software is so user-friendly and
so descriptive, they can show you
what youre doing wrong and every-
thing like that,” Aoki said.

“ ... This system, you can set the lev-
el of play. You can do beginner, am-
ateur, pro or tour settings. Kids can
use it because there’s forward tees.
There’s chip-and-putt courses on
there as well. Simulator 1 has arcade
games where you give the children
putters and all you do is just tap it
and there’s little ramps for them to
hit targets, so the parents can actual-
ly swing a club and the kids use the
putter to play games.”

On Par Golf also offers flexible
league play for golfers who want to
compete with one another during the
off season, weekly specials including
date night, a seniors’ rate and ladies

night, gift cards and party packages
for adults and kids with the option
for both golf and bowling, as well
as special food menus provided by
either Domino’s Pizza or Turmeric
Indian Bistro.

“Our customers love the system; the
technology is state of the art,” Aoki
said. “There’s a gentleman coming in
at 10:30 a.m. every day who was here
last night. We have some pretty hard-
core golfers who like to come in, play
on the driving range and then they’ll
play a round of golf to see what the
difference is. They’ll keep playing
the same course over and over to see
what they're doing and keep getting
better.”

To learn more about New Hamburg
On Par Golf and to book your session
now, visit newhamburgonpargolf.ca.
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WORSHIP IN WILMOT

QZMORY olfg/

MARTIN BLIKMAN

who passed away 5 years ago
on February 14th

I think about you everyday.
We talk about you all the time.
Always in our hearts and minds.
Missing you always

Melody, Tim & family

PICK UP YOUR COPY OF
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

New Hamburg
Thrift Centre, Short Stop, Sobeys, Office Pro, No Frills,
Mario's Chicken, Library, McDonalds, Tim Hortons,
Nith Valley Butcher, The Whining Tree, Town Square
Pharmasave, Heart'n Home Creations, Cook's Pharmacy,
Great Canadian Dollar, Wilmot Recreation Centre,
Pizza Arca, Old Country Restaurant, TLC Pet Food

Tavistock

Double D's Restaurant, D&D Homestyle Cuisine, Tim

Hortons, Hasty Market, Sam's Independent
Quehl's Restaurant, IDA Pharmacy, Shell Gas, Library,

Tavistock Arena, Scotia Bank
Baden
Tim Hortons, Circle K, Subway, Mars Variety,
Baden Coffee Company, Pharmacy in Baden Plaza

New Dundee
New Dundee Village Market

Wellesley
Pym's, Schmidt's Bulk Pantry, Cook's Pharmacy
Schmidtsville Restaurant, Wellesley Service

Shakespeare
Shakespeare Brewery, Shakespeare Variety

St.Agatha
Pfennings Store, Hasty Market

Petershurg

Petro Canada Gas Bar

Stratford

Food Basics, Sobeys, No Frills, Klomps Home & Garden

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE

IN MEMORIAM THANK YOU

C@oger C@encler

The family of Roger Bender would like to thank our

friends, family, and the community for the
overwhelming support and kindness shown to us
during our recent time of loss. All of the cards,
visits, messages, flowers, food, donations, and gifts
have been very much appreciated and have
provided great comfort to the family.

We'd also like to extend our sincere gratitude to the
bystanders who quickly came to Roger's aid, the
Tavistock Fire Department, paramedics and the
staff at Stratford General Hospital who provided
exceptional response and care to Roger, and for
helping us through that devastating day. Special
thanks to Jeff Glendinning and staff of Francis
Funeral Home, Pastor Steve Hoffard, Pastor Leanne
Darlington, and our Trinity Lutheran church family
for your guidance and for helping us navigate this
difficult time.

WITH HEARTFELT THANKS,

ROSANNE, DARYL & ANGIE, TRICIA &
NICK, LEANNE & DAVE AND FAMILIES

TOWNSHIP

St George’s Anglican Church

Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Programs each Sunday for children during service.
St James Chapel of Ease

4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township

All Welcome

Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com

Current health and safety protocols are followed.
St Agatha Mennonite Church

1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212

Pastor Jim Brown

Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon
discussion. All are welcome

r

compLETE TREE for the Upcoming Season.

N.H. INC.

519-662-6198 treefellar@netflash.net
Proudly serving Wilmot township and area for over 25 years

Now Accepting New Clients Call me for a quote

\
Kiss 0ld Man Winter Good-bye!

C1S BookYour Spring Projects

@%711‘/7 -@%—r’aﬂk/ﬂ;@

Funeral Home Litd.

1172 Henry Street,
Wellesley, Ontario. NOB 2T0
519-656-2880

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com  cpyiiopher . Franklin

www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com Funeral Director

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding regions
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve.

Gala, Idared, Empire, Northern Spy, Red Delicious, Mutsu,
and Russet. Apple products, Fresh local produce, Honey,
Jams, Pickles and Gift Baskets.

New Local Products:
Kintore Coffee and Deep Purple Lavender.

Call 519-462-2259 or 519-462-2947

596633 County Rd 59, 3 miles south of Tavistock

TAVISTOCK AND AREA MINISTERIAI
COMMUNITY LUNCH

LENTEN SERVICES
Thursda}fﬂ

Grace United Church

116 Woodstock 5t N, Tavistock, ON

L

al pract.ices for a C[imate

Lt
ap\ﬂt Each week we will focus on an emotion Crfos
that describes our relationship with creation
Diate Hest Church Theme
Feb 15 Trinity Lutheran Grief
Feb 22 Grace Unised A ety
Feb 29 Tavistock Missionary Hope
Mar 7 Tavistock Mennonite Lowe
Mar 14 East Zorra Mennonite Despalr
Mar 21 Hebron United Ao

HOURS: January to March: Wednesday to Saturday 9-5

Worship at Noon

Soup and Sandwich Lunch at 12:30 PM
Lunch by Donation (suggested 35 to 510)

) -

—/
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COMMUNITY — WORSHIP

WITH US!

The Wilmot-Tavistock

Gazette Weekly Quiz

1. Who won Super Bowl 587

first celebrated?

formed by Maurice White?
faster?
8. Who wrote The Paper Bag

Princess?

Disney World?

2. Ornithology is the study of what?
3. When was Black History Month

4. What killed Napoleon Bonaparte?
5. What country has the most sheep?
6. What was the name of the band

7. Does hot or cold water freeze

9. What are the 4 different parks at

10.Where does Bingo originate from?

Answers found on page 34

Becker (17)

Does someone in your family have a special day coming up? Let us
know at thewtgazette@gmail.com to appear in our Birthdays and
Anniversaries listing or to arrange for a special announcement ad.

February 15: Happy birthday to Ryder Brenneman (15),
Joshua Wettlaufer (20), Caitlyn Burchatzki (23), and Karen
Wirth. Happy anniversary to Ross and Glenda Roth (60th)

February 16: Happy birthday to Wyatt Becker (17), Ethan

February 18: Happy birthday to Vienna Kalbfleisch
(2), Danielle Kropf (8), Rhys Neumeister (20), Nathan
McQueen (22), Willie Elzinga (65), and Katie Hamilton,
and anniversaries for Jeff and Ann Skubowius (34th).

February 20: Happy birthday to Jeff Wagner.

February 21: Happy birthday to Makai Roth (9), Brianna
Kropf (11), Isla Romano (20), and anniversary for James
and Lindsay Parr (16th).

- Weaccept all announcements - weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, new baby, etc.
4 For pricing call Sharon 519-580-5418 or email sharonbleis@gmail.com.

By Jake Grant

Slowly but surely, I'm reading through the
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est.
1895). Within this weekly column Id like to
share with you some of my findings.

February 13-20, 2019, Edition (5 years ago)

February is a significant month in Wom-
en’s Institute (W.I) history. The first branch
was formed in Stoney Creek Feb. 19, 1897.
To mark this day, W.I members across the
province have held afternoon teas, ban-
quets, rallies, parties and music festivals to
review and celebrate the many years of so-
cial achievements.

At the annual general meeting of the Tav-
istock Agricultural Society, Janet Heinbuch
received the Ontario Association of Agri-
cultural Societies 2018 Meritorious Service
Award presented by president Mona Eich-
mann who congratulated Janet on her 35
years serving with the society.

Oxford 4-H is holding their 14th Annual
Pancake House throughout March and ear-
ly April. Come to Jakeman’s Maple Farm on
Saturdays and Sundays to enjoy fluffy pan-
cakes drizzled with Jakeman’s award-win-
ning maple syrup.

Cannabidiol o0il or CBD products are pop-
ping up at convenience stores in Oxford
County, Elgin County and the City of St.
Thomas. Local enforcement agencies want
retailers and members of the public to know
that CBD products and products containing
THC at these stores are illegal and should

The Old Gazettes

not be for sale.

February 11-18, 2009, Edition (15 years
ago)

Tavistock became an Incorporated Village
in 1909 and restructured into East Zor-
ra-Tavistock in 1975. To mark Heritage
Week, Tavistock is celebrating 100 years
since incorporation.

From Feb. 9-15, local Tim Hortons stores
will participate in a Food Drive to help re-
plenish the Wilmot Family Resource Centre
Inc. Customers are asked to fill Tim Hortons
brown paper bags with non-perishable food
items and drop them into the food drive
bins located inside participating stores.

Over $1,200 was raised last weekend at the
Tavistock Mennonite Church where the Pie
Auction for Paraguay was held. More than
90 people were in attendance for a lovely
soup lunch and pie auction.

A 911 call reporting shots had been fired
at 70 Maria St. in Tavistock last Friday has
landed a Tavistock resident in jail charged
with public mischief and uttering threats to
cause death. The individual is well known
to police and the individual who made the
call was arrested. Investigation by police
officers determined that this was a false re-
port and no shooting occurred.

The Bantam Jets played at the Internation-
al Silver Stick near Belleville last weekend
and were shy of winning but lost on a pen-
alty shot goal. The finalists battled hard
against Kanata but placed second for the

second year in a row.

February 16-23, 1994, Edition (30 years
ago)

The Tavistock Cheese, team #1, Atoms trav-
elled to Harriston to compete in the Minto
tournament on Sunday, Feb. 13. Tavistock
clinched the championship in game three
beating Georgetown 3-2. Congratulations to
the atoms who earned the “B” title.

The top two winners in the Optimist Zone
Spelling Bee were also the top two in the
Tavistock competition held Feb. 13. Adam
Zehr of Tavistock Public School and Corey
McKay of Hickson School both represented
the Tavistock Optimist Club, finished first
and second on Sunday.

February 13-20, 1974, Edition (50 years
ago)

Ingersoll had an emergency last Friday
when 32 members of the Essex Company
suffered from a gas inhalation.

Ladies” night at Tavistock Rotary Club is
usually a gala occasion. This time it fea-
tured “The Ladies of The Mop”. On Feb. 11
the cast of the top play from the school’s
Drama Night of last December put on a play
and the legion hadn’t heard so much chuck-
ling in a long time.

Larry Capling was high triple bowler in
Men’s League with 685. Janet Bleay was
high triple bowler for the week in the ladies
bowling with 680.

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S

All'are welcome

Service led by Rev Marg Smith
Music by Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY EVANGELICAL

LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Pastor Steve Hoffard

Church Office 519-655-2312
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com

Masks welcomed but not required
www trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE

Interim Pastor Harold Schlegel.
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am.
Masks welcomed but not required.

All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship
service.

Stream services online at
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario
Questions or Need Help?

Text or Call: (519) 655-2413
tavistockbe.org

Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN Lcc
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com

Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

Regular Services 2pm

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
Www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY

T7 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock NOB 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611

Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church
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Drainage tile repair at the Baseball
F1eld in Shakespeare last week

Getting ready for the upcoming
sports season, workers from the
Shakespeare area were busy last
week digging up a plugged drain
to ensure a dry baseball field when

Maximize your F

return. ; ‘

H spring arrives in Shakespeare.

conservatlve Pictured are Paul Bender of MTH

Advice for contacting with Jeremy Berger

- | and Frank Meconi Jr. of Berg-

Intelllge“t ‘W . er Plumbing, and Jake Hovius of

=l “ . Jake Hovius Contracting operating
Decisions Donna L. Hinz

the mini-excavator. After a couple
hours of digging and installing new
field tile, the drain was running wa-
ter through to the catch basin, en-
suring many years of a dry baseball
field operated by the Shakespeare
== Community Athletic Association
eo28 (SCAA). Photo by Gary West

Franklin E. Hinz

196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4
519-273-1633 franklinehinz.com

2020 Hyundai Ioniq Electric

2021 Honda Cmc Touring 2022 Mazda CJ(—B Touring

o $29,999 ... $41,495 .. $27.999 .
LOWKMS-21,402 KM LOWKMS -19.515 KM LOW KMS - 46,539 KM LOWKMS-21,998 KM LOW KMS-33,380 KM

2019 Nissan Altima 2021 Nissan Sentra zﬂlﬁ Chevrulet Malibu
— 1= = g | ; | 1

$23,495  $24,999

$119°990) .. $22.999 .. $18.999 ..
LOW KMS 99,156 KM LOW KMS 64,550 KM LOW KMS 54,!'.1]’5“]'1I|Il

2019 Nissan Rogue SL. 2019 Ford Mustang GT 2020 Ford Escape Tltmum 2021 Dodge Challenger RT 2022 Mazda 3 GT

$25;495 » Tk B $39 495 » T Bl $34,495 +FGT ke $49,495.uum. $3],gggnltlak
LOW KMS - 66,891 KM LOW KIVIS - 30,964 KM LOW KMS - 10,215 KM LOW KMS - 15,119 KM LOW KMS- 32,150 KM

*While every effort is made (o ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omisstons: Please se¢ your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and Heensing. Some terms and conditions may apply

BAD CREDIT... NO PROBLEM!. We work with multiple banks and credit unions to get you APPROVED with the

LOWEST RATE POSSIBLE! All Credit Approved with $0 Down.

STRATFORD NISSAN

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON @z:@

NISSAN ﬂ d 519.273.3119 Ea
rd F'd NiISsAN www.stratfordnissan.com gLH{;;ﬂ;

abe Sk g
STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00 PARTS: Mon.-Fri. 8:00-5:00 SERVICE: Mon.-Fri. 8:00-5:00 Ehﬁ:ﬁ
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Heritage of the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Compiled by Stewart Grant

The first Tavistock Gazette was published
on Sept. 25, 1895, by J. W. Green with op-
erations based in the village’s Loth block
where the Commercial Hotel was located.
The very first editions of The Gazette are
not available, and reports indicated they
were burned in the Square on Hallowe’en
night. The earliest copy I have seen of
the newspaper is dated June 3, 1897, by
which time the operation was based out
of Tavistock’s Wildfang’s Block. In 1897,
a subscription could be purchased for $1
per year, otherwise it was a cost of $1.25.
For those wishing to place advertise-
ments, it was noted that sale bills could be
printed in both English and German.

Frank H. Leslie was the newspaper’s sec-
ond publisher, acquiring the Gazette in
1900. In June 1904, Mr. Leslie sold the
newspaper to Charles Fraser, who re-
mained as publisher until 1908. Around
this time, Gazette operations were pub-
lished in the Staebler Block, in the area
where Quehl’s Restaurant now stands.
From 1908 to 1910, the late N. E. Dopp
was the publisher.

In June 1910, Frank Leslie again became
the publisher with George Shipley and
son as managers. In March 1912, Mr. Leslie
moved the plant from the Staebler Block
to the Opera Hall Block on Woodstock
Street North, where the Gazette would
remain for 50 years and nine months.

In August 1914, The Gazette was sold by
Mr. Leslie to William Appel. Mr. Leslie had
purchased the Niagara Falls newspaper
and wished to devote his entire interest
to the business there. On May 1, 1916, Mr.
Appel sold the business to his son, Lorne
W. “Chick” Appel.

Mr. Appel published The Gazette until
October 1929, when the business was pur-
chased by the late George K. Brown. In
February 1930, K. Hartford Brown came
to Tavistock to become associated with
his father, and he was the editor-manager
from April 1932 until January 1957 when
he purchased the business.

The move of Gazette operations was nec-
essary by the 1960s as heavier printing
machinery on the building’s second floor
became too much for the original beams
in the 100-year-old Opera Hall Block to
burden. The old building would be torn
down in 1966.

The new home for the Tavistock Gazette
would be located at the familiar corner of
William and Woodstock Street South, at
the former home of Strahm Garage.

On Dec. 18, 1962, plant equipment was
moved to the Gazette’s new location,
which boasted ample parking space, facil-
ities for the receipt of paper stock at the
side door (William St.) entrance as well as
at a large door into the cellar, where some
printing machinery was installed.

After 40 years of the newspaper and
printing business being in the Brown
family, a new era was entered into on July
1, 1969, when the Tavistock Gazette was

Stewart Grant, present owner of the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette, holds one of the oldest-pre-

served copies of the Tavistock Gazette from Thursday, June 3, 1897. Photo by Wilmot-Ta-

vistock Gazette

purchased by C. Robert “Bob” Gladding
and his wife, Doris. A generation later,
their son Bill and wife Sheri would buy
the enterprise in March of 1988.

Robert and Doris Gladding continued to
be instrumental in the publication of the
family-run Gazette. During his eighties,
Bob was celebrated as “the oldest working
pressman in Canada”. He passed away in
2012 at the age of 87.

The following was written in the pages of
the Gazette in 1995:

“As we enter our 100th year of publica-
tion, we can look back to the time when
the Gazette was printed on a Washington
press one sheet at a time with each letter
of each paragraph painstakingly set into
a matrix of type. A Linotype machine was
installed in 1923 to set the hot metal slugs
and offset printing of the weekly editions
was phased in late in 1974. Computerized
typesetting workstations were installed
in 1988 which not only set type, but scan
photographs and artwork for each indi-
vidual page. What will the next 100 years
bring? The Gazette is already looking at
an on-line service which would optimize
the digital information already contained
in the files each week. Digital cameras,
sound and video access to local happen-
ings are all possibilities as we look to the
twenty-first century.”

The new century brought massive chang-
es to the newspaper industry. First, many
small-town publications were bought up
by conglomerates that, in the search for
cost savings, began to reduce local jour-
nalism in favour of generalized content
that could be spread across multiple pa-
pers. This fate never befell the Gazette,
and each week Tavistock residents could
look forward to dedicated local content
from publisher Bill Gladding, including
a cover story that featured a unique per-
sonality from within the village.

The local-first commitment shown by

the Gazette also helped stave off the
next great challenge to the industry -
that being competition from online plat-
forms, including social media sites such
as Facebook. While many newspapers in
much-larger towns and cities throughout
the country were closed, the Tavistock
Gazette, amazingly, remained.

A third significant challenge facing news-
papers in this century involves succes-
sion. There are not that many people in-
terested in buying newspapers in an era
that is increasingly moving online. As Bill
and Sheri eyed retirement, the Gazette
was advertised for sale locally, but with-
out success.

It was during the spring of 2020 that I
came to read the Tavistock Gazette when
it was available to read online during the
short period of time that printing had
ceased due to the COVID-19 pandemic. I
sent a message to Bill in appreciation of
his outstanding publication, and we de-
veloped a relationship. Later that year,
Bill approached me about the idea of pur-
chasing the Gazette, as he had seen the

same care that I took towards local jour-
nalism in my administration of the St.
Marys Independent over the past number
of years.

After exactly 51 years of the Tavistock
Gazette being in the Gladding family, I
became new owner of the newspaper and
printing business on July 1, 2020. Though
I did not have the resources to buy the
iconic Gazette building, we continued
to rent the office for another year until
the building was sold. The business now
operates out of our St. Marys office, but
we maintain a drop-off and pickup Kki-
osk within D&D’s Homestyle Cuisine at
Tavistock’s five corner intersection.

As part of our regular weekly deliveries of
the Tavistock Gazette to nearby commu-
nities, I stumbled upon the New Hamburg
Independent and was very disappointed
with the lack of community news within
this once-proud newspaper which was
now owned by Metroland Media. As a re-
sult, just four months after purchasing
the Tavistock Gazette, our team decided
to launch the Wilmot Post as a weekly
newspaper serving Wilmot Township and
Wellesley.

One year later, on October 21, 2021, the
Wilmot Post was combined with the
Tavistock Gazette, becoming the Wilmot-
Tavistock Gazette. At the same time, after
126 years of being a “paid newspaper”, we
switched the format to a free model so that
as many people as possible could read
the community news. Weekly circulation
is now typically 4,000 copies available at
pickup locations throughout Tavistock,
New Hamburg and the surrounding areas,
while others read each issue online from
their homes wherever they are in the
world. There are also a couple hundred
subscribers who pay for the convenience
of having the Gazette mailed to them each
week through Canada Post.

After 129 years, there have been many
changes to the Tavistock Gazette, but I
believe the newspaper has successfully
evolved with the times and is in a strong
position to continue serving the commu-
nity in the decades to follow.

Velwws Fambor T2

€ Robert Gladding Tekes Over —

S Sl

J\.-r.1r:||.r~

The pangrikip o Tha Tt Gapetis
¥, whan K. Hers Brown dold the buainess sl proparty, onner

The Tavistock Gazette

Mirrfer W1

<|§.:9r|

Ownership Of The Gazette Changes

cahtged bards o ol
GATETTRS MAILIND LISTS

E B oF Wootuodk Saeet Sovsy ad Wiliem Srset Soeth, s © Wooert  REWISND AND CORRECTED
| iLﬂHE i -:-::U-'u. ?- tjarn Sarawd S0 ih, wh became the Al Mil.l'\-u__ M;"n- ::_:: u-r|.|u G.L.T:..,"-'f',::
M wrekly RS mas e

§ MAIN STREET f iwiuia s coiasiom, e bae iyt i il pmme 215 TS0 SRR E, SO0

|3 b wmben of pobtubin sl vl wan sl wetive i the B0 EOS |:-.'|:1'-1 i i

IR FIESEES | rv i Hp mews fan T prpashefion maseenl WED e us:- iy ez -'l-nrm': )
z rrag (b Rk, B famer Geesasbis Hsdoy b rtibers! ricastiel s lonit

gl i N renmstasd ix o Bovwn Faally  la wink abe sdtive b the Tersh EEETECS SRR R
The wn hede IR B g g Seing pecia] B Diric Ty e Amccintibs, wed S S L0 e T R0 B D
ndy st 300, Lkt Wedm sl ke 1335, by Uk, [58h CHOFER [y 3 fermer pevadest o S op. =T 0 feels i I

e eroloeim e paniaties, MIr Browy i A e e 1S TR In iR EROR B

e b Cakels | i :-u- Fell W @ K HaA Breen s o Tadk ey of T Tavidoeh A Fooacd "" e T':':,:,rh‘,":, i

Nearly every copy of the Gazette over its 129-year history has been preserved and bound.
Above, the July 2, 1969, edition memorialized the sale of The Tavistock Gazette from K.
Hart Brown to C. Robert Gladding. The Gladding family would go on to publish the Gazette
for 51 consecutive years before selling the business to Stewart Grant in 2020. Photo by

Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
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Tavistock and District Historical Society to celebrate
60-year-old student history of Tavistock

By Paul Bartlett, Tavistock and District
Historical Society

In the fall of 1963, the Grade 7 and 8 stu-
dents of the Tavistock Public School com-
piled and published a history of Tavistock.
The school principal at the time, Mr. James
Axtmann, had his students collect the in-
formation for a school project and the
booklet that was completed is believed to
be the first comprehensive history of the
village.

More than 40 senior students contrib-
uted to the project. Several of the stu-
dents spent untold hours going through
old files of the Tavistock Gazette in their
search for material in preparation for
their contribution. Others interviewed
older residents of the village, digging up
little-known or forgotten facts. Some had
access to old records and books that were
used to their advantage. Many of the stu-
dents were second or third generation
relatives of the business owners.

Included in the booklet are histories of
most of the businesses and organiza-
tions in town, including a number that
have vanished. There are stories for in-
stance of the railroad and the old train
station, of the J. G. Field Woolen Mill, of
the Zimmerman Box Factory, of the tur-
nip-waxing plants, and of the distinctive
Glasgow Warehouse in the centre of town.
There is an article about how the streets
of Tavistock got their names. The long and
often humourous story of the Tavistock
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The Tavistock Public Sc

Band is described and there is a biogra-
phy of the founder of Tavistock, Captain
Henry Eckstein.

The students, of course, were most famil-
iar with their own Tavistock Public School.
They produced a drawing of the school
that showed where the classes were lo-
cated and who was teaching in them. Two
of the students, John Pletsch and Gary
Bender, produced a history of the school
in Tavistock. Until 1879, students attend-
ed a one-room school in Sebastopol, then
for a few months they went to Loth’s Hall
behind the Commercial Hotel at the five

Shirley Koehle, Realtor.,

along time resident of New Hamburg

Is celebrating
20 Years with Peak Realty Ltd.

Assisting and guiding many families in their milestone

venture of selling and buying their homes.

~Thank you to my wonderful clients ~ Shirley

“Are you looRing for a realtor you can trust, who will work as hard for you
as you do for yourself, who will leave no stone unturned to find you the
perfect house or to sell yours? I would recommend Shirley Koehle. She sold
my condo and assisted me buying a house when the market was not so hot.
Shirley is dependable, hardworking, creative and very professional. She
was very intuitive, sensitive to my needs and concerns...helped me with
staging my home and with promotions. She is very pleasant and makes
people feel at ease and important. For a stress-free and profitable sale of
your home Call Shirley Koehle.”

- NJ.

- PEA

REALTY LTOD
10 K b

www.peakrealestate.com
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

90 - C Peel Street, New Hamburg, Ontario, N3A 1E3

Office: 519-662-4900 Cell: 519-635-3171
shirley.koehle@gmail.com

hool circa 1908. Contributed photo

corners. Finally in 1879, a more per-
manent two-room school was built on
William Street.

Valentine Stock, who would later become
a Member of Provincial Parliament for
Perth South, was one of the early teach-
ers at the new Tavistock School. In 1898, a
second storey with three new rooms was
added to the building and then in 1916 two
more rooms were added. The result was a
fine, two-storey brick structure crowned
by an impressive bell tower and situated
on a beautiful lot with many trees.

The Tavistock Public School did include
a continuation school (or high school) at
first, but after 1955 the high-school stu-
dents were bussed to Waterloo-Oxford
High School. As Tavistock grew and the
school population grew, it was decid-
ed to build a new school. In 1966 (after
the student history was written), a new
school was opened in Tavistock and the
old school became part of the PeopleCare
nursing home.

The Tavistock Gazette, in 1964, predicted
“in years to come, the booklet will prove to
be a most valuable source of information,
and the students who took the time to
work on their individual project are to be
highly commended.” Three years later, in
time for Canada’s Centennial, Carl Seltzer
and the Tavistock Rotary Club produced
“Fact and Fantasy”, the definitive history
of Tavistock and it is believed that the stu-
dent history produced in 1963-64 formed
the basis for many of the items in that
book.

In recognition of the 60th anniversary
of the publication of this student histo-
ry, the Tavistock and District Historical
Society will recognize those who wrote
the booklet at the society's annual meet-
ing in April (date and location to be an-
nounced). It will be like a class reunion
and the students will be invited to share
their memories of what it was like grow-
ing up in Tavistock in the 1960s. All are
warmly invited to attend!

IRIVERSIDE BRASS/

[& ALUMINUM FOUNDRY LIMITED[

Riverside Brass continues to build
| onatradition of casting excellence |
in New Hamburg

Family Owned by the Steinmann Family for 58 years.
In 1969 the Foundry was moved from Preston to the former Hahn
Brass Works on Waterloo St., New Hamburg. In 1996 a 42,000 square
foot foundry was built on Hamilton Road. A symbol of their success.

Manufacturing industrial castings for fire protection, electrical &
water related industries is the CORE business of Riverside Brass

55 Hamilton Road, New Hamburg
ol Phone: 519-662-2500
- www.riversidebrass.com

see Us for High
Quality Custom
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Celebrating the 150th anniversary of Wilmot Lodge No0.318

By Taylor Hynes, Museum Assistant
Castle Kilbride

Freemasonry or Masons refers to one of
the oldest fraternal charitable and social
organizations in the world. Freemasonry
finds its roots in the traditional medieval
stonemasons of Europe who, similar to
the Masons of today, distinguished them-
selves from others by choice of words,
grips and signals. Today, Masons focus on
steps to lead productive lives that benefit
the communities in which they live.

When Masons meet, their organization-
al unit is referred to as a Masonic Lodge.
Lodges meet regularly where they ap-
prove minutes, elect new members, ap-
point officers, take their reports, con-
sider correspondence, bills and annual
accounts, organize social and charita-
ble events, and so on. In addition, their

meetings may also focus on ceremonies
or lectures on Mason's history or teach-
ings. Many of these ceremonies focus
on Masonic degrees such as Entered
Apprentice, Fellowcraft (or Fellow Craft),
and Master Mason.

One of the major cornerstones of the fra-
ternity is charity in the form of helping
other people. Charitable projects may dif-
fer from lodge to lodge, but examples of
local Masons’ involvement include sup-
porting hearing research, a bursary pro-
gram for university and college students,
autism services, prostate cancer research,
alcohol and drug awareness, and support
of the Canadian Blood Services, to name
a few.

Locally, 2024 marks a major milestone
year for Wilmot's very own Masonic
Lodge, No. 318 as memb celebrate
= — g
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150 years. In 1874, sufficient funds were
collected so a Masonic Lodge could be
formed in Baden. First Lodge meetings
were held in a third-floor hall above Mr.
E. Boye's general store in Baden. This
building is still standing in the center of
Baden. Masons paid a $25 annual rent for
the hall. Their meetings continued there
until 1888 when they moved to a hall ad-
jacent to the William Kraus Hotel — also
known as The Baden Hotel. For 65 years,
the lodge remained at this location before
moving to its third location.

In 1951, the Lodge moved into a room on
the top level of Livingston Presbyterian
Church. The rental fee for this location
was $100 annually. This Lodge Hall was
dedicated in 1954 by Rt. Wor. Bro. Allen
Bennett D.D.G.M. for Wellington District
with other Grand Lodge officers. In 1972,
New Dominion Lodge No. 205 vacated
their Lodge Hall in New Hamburg and
were invited by the brethren of Wilmot
Lodge to use their Lodge Hall in Baden.

In 2021, Wilmot’s Masonic Lodge No. 318
moved from the Livingston Presbyterian
Church as the property had gone up for
sale. Wilmot Lodge No. 318 now meets in
Cambridge.

In 1874, James Livingston, owner of
Castle Kilbride, was a part of the first
group of brethren to secure funding for
the Lodge. At Castle Kilbride National
Historic Site, various artifacts belonging
and relating to James Livingston’s time as
a Mason are housed in the collection. One
includes a Charter for the establishment
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Letter of Intent for Masonic Lodge in Wilm-
ot June 1874. Photo courtesy of Castle Kil-
bride Collection

of the Wilmot Masonic Lodge with signa-
tures from petitioners, including James
Livingston, for permission to establish a
Lodge. Another is a silver medallion cel-
ebrating 100 years of Freemasonry in
Canada from 1792 to 1892. The medallion
was given out on Dec. 27, 1892, in Toronto.

To mark the 150th anniversary of Wilmot’s
Masonic Lodge No. 318, a small exhibit
will be on display at Castle Kilbride from
July to mid-November in the Belvedere
Gallery. Please note, the gallery space is
only accessible by stairs.
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Haysville Brldges Over the Nith River 1883-2000
1,

By Al Junker

The Huron Road, constructed by the
Canada Company from Guelph to
Goderich, served as a colonization road
enabling settlers to move into the Huron
Tract. This road passed through the
southern portion of Wilmot Township.
Construction began in 1828 and was com-
pleted that year; though at that point, it
was more of a path than a road.

Work began in Wilmot near what today is
Punkeydoodle’s Corner under the direc-
tion of Dr. Wm. “Tiger” Dunlop. The sur-
vey work was led by John McDonald, the
deputy provincial surveyor, and Samuel
Smith. They were followed by a team of
glazers who marked the trees, and then by
woodman who cut the trees down. When
they reached Lake Huron, the surveyors
and some workers remained to lay out the
site of Goderich. The rest of the crew re-
turned to Wilmot, clearing off the fallen
trees along the 60-mile route. In 1829, the
road was improved to 12 feet wide, which
was termed a “sleigh road.” In 1830, the
road was completed to a width of 66 feet.

A significant obstacle on the Wilmot por-
tion of the Huron road was the crossing
of the Nith River (also known as Smith’s
Creek) at what is now Haysville. Prior to
the start of construction in June 1828, a
preliminary group was sent out to exam-
ine the construction of a bridge over the
river. The group consisted of Dr. Dunlop,
Samuel Strickland, whose role with the
Canada Company included overseeing
the construction of roads and bridges, and
Thomas Smith, the company’s accountant.

Upon arriving at the Nith River, the expe-
dition discovered that a previous travel-
ler had created the first crossing by chop-
ping down a tree across the river. While
crossing this “bridge,” Dunlop apparent-
ly stopped to enjoy a pinch of snuff and
dropped his snuffbox into the water. He
dove in and retrieved it, and a fire was lit
to dry him off.

The crossing was described as a “stream
in the centre of a narrow valley below
the level of the surrounding country, bor-
dered by trees which held, hanging from
stem to stem, great trailers of wild grape
— all pure wilderness not yet broken by a
single farm.” The first bridges built across
the Nith at the Haysville location were
constructed of wood. They were frequent-
ly damaged and sometimes swept away
by floods, so they often had to be rebuilt.

Around 1883, an iron bridge was in-
stalled, which was considered to be flood
proof. However, this was not to be the

1883 Haysville Bridge showing original road alignment. Photo courtesy of Waterloo Histor-

ical Society Annual Volume 1983

case. In August 1883, the worst flood in
history occurred on the Nith River. Local
newspaper accounts headlined: “The Nith
Roaring,” “Six Feet Above High Water
Mark.” Following a week of heavy rain, a
downpour on Aug. 18 and 19 sent the river
on a rampage. A dam broke in Wellesley
sending a torrent of water through New
Hamburg towards Haysville. A horse rid-
er was sent from New Hamburg to warn
the residents of Haysville of the ap-
proaching danger. The distance by road
was three miles while, by the meandering
Nith River, it was twelve miles. Despite
the warning and the pleas of fellow villag-
ers, three individuals stood on the bridge.
Messrs. Blatchford, Plum and Forsyth had
to be rescued by Ab Hayes,“a local athlete
and swimmer,” who pulled them to safety
just before the iron bridge was swept off
its abutments.

Local newspaper accounts stated “the
Iron Bridge is lying in a broken state
below the rapids” and “the quiet little
village [Haysville] is nearly destroyed.”
Every bridge and culvert in Wilmot was
damaged or swept away, including seven
bridges on the Nith River. In the imme-
diate aftermath of the flood, a footbridge
was erected and a floating bridge for ve-
hicles was installed shortly thereafter.
Although no photos of the 1883 flood
in Haysville appear to have survived,
a sketch of the aftermath was made by
Charles Davy Brown, a local artist.

Wilmot Township was faced with a

A

\

mammoth task in repairing and replacing
bridges. At its first meeting after the flood
on Aug. 20, the council voted that it would
be “advisable to cancel all Grants” made
at former sessions of the Council” for
roadwork due to the “enormous expens-
es for rebuilding and repairing bridges,
etc.” At the same meeting, By-law 272 was
passed appointing Isaac L. Bowman P.S.S.
as Township engineer for ditches and
watercourses.

Reeve Fred Holwell communicated with
the Dominion Bridge Co. to see what could
be done with the Haysville iron bridge. It
was determined a new bridge would be
required at Haysville. However, on Feb. 8,
1884, council approved an arrangement
which Reeve Holwell had made with the
Dominion Bridge Co. of Toronto “to work
over and reerect [sic] the Haysville Iron
Bridge at Rau’s, Bleams Rd. (Oak Grove
Cheese Factory today) for the sum of
$775.

On March 10, township clerk Henry
Liersch was directed to advertise for ten-
ders to build two stone abutments for the
Haysville Bridge. The clerk was instructed
to request the township engineer to meet
council at Haysville on May 3, 1884 to lo-
cate the abutments for the new bridge.
Over the course of the year, the tempo-
rary floating bridge at Haysville had to be
repaired multiple times. At its meeting on

June 16, 1884, council directed the clerk
to advertise in the New Hamburg pa-
pers, the Galt Reporter and Canadische
Bauernfreund, calling for tenders for
“an Iron Bridge also for a Union bridge
at Haysville” and for mason work to con-
struct abutments for the bridge.

The council was to supply the material
for the abutments (stones from Acton).
On June 28th, council decided, that since
the tenders for the mason work were too
high, the work would be done by “day la-
bour” under the direction of a subcom-
mittee of Reeve Holwell and Coun. Edwin
Daniel. After opening the tenders for the
bridge, council decided to go with an iron
bridge rather than a combination bridge
and accepted the tender of the Dominion
Bridge Co. from Toronto for $20.90 per
lineal foot. The work was to be super-
vised by the above subcommittee, which
was authorized to hire “a practical Man to

”

see the work done in a first class manner.”

On July 14, 1884, council hired Mr. A.J.
Mark, “a practical Builder” from Toronto
to oversee the building of the Haysville
bridge at a salary of $4 per day. Final pay-
ment to the Dominion Bridge Co. for“con-
structing a Highway bridge at Haysville
128 ft by x 16 ft” of $2,675 was approved
on Dec. 15, 1884. This amount does not
include the cost of constructing the abut-
ments or the approaches to the bridge, or
any other associated work or materials.
This bridge remained in place until 1930
when it was replaced by the County of
Waterloo.

Since bridges in the Township were such
a large component of Wilmot’s infrastruc-
ture, rules and regulations were put in
place to protect them from damage, some
of which were very interesting. On Nowv.
22, 1888, a lengthy procedural bylaw was
passed which amended and consolidat-
ed previously passed bylaws. Under the
roads and bridges section, people were
prohibited from riding or driving “at a
faster rate than a walk” on any bridge
with a span greater than twenty feet. Any
individual driving cattle across a bridge
could only take eight cattle at a time. A
load restriction of five tons was placed on
all culverts and bridges. It was necessary
for anyone driving a steam fire engine or
any other machine with steam power to
have a team or span of horses, mules or
oxen attached on front.

The Huron Road was improved in 1928

Haysville Truss Bridge

MNorth West View

Kathleen Coxson in front of the 1883 Haysville Bridge c1928
Township of Wilmot
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Haysville Bridge after the 1883 flood. Sketch by Charles Davy Brown of Nith Grove, Hayswlle Photo courtesy of Waterloo

Historical Society Annual Volume 1983

to accommodate motor vehicles. It was straightened
and paved. In 1930, the 1883 iron bridge was removed
and a new bridge installed on the realigned road. This
bridge crossed the river at a much straighter angle than
the previous one. It was located twenty feet south of the
1883 bridge. The 1925 photo of Haysville shows the an-
gle of the earlier bridge. The construction of the 1930
bridge was undertaken by the County of Waterloo and
was overseen by Herbert Johnstone, the county engi-
neer. It was constructed of steel and the abutments were
concrete as opposed to stone.

The stone abutments of the 1883 bridge were not re-
moved. The tenders for the bridge were awarded on June
6, 1930 — the concrete work to Lichty Bros. for $7,729 and
the steel work to the Hamilton Bridge and Tool Company
for $15,989. The steel work began June 28 and was com-
pleted June 30. On July 11, the bridge was completed
and it was opened to traffic Aug. 10. It had a “Class A”
loading which enabled it to accommodate cars and snow
removal equipment. The bridge was 164 feet long and 20
feet wide (longer and wider than the previous bridge)

and had a steel-latticed handrail. This type of bridge is
referred to as a “single-span, single-lane, steel riveted
through truss bridge.” It underwent repairs over the
years to strengthen and extend its life.

In 1998, the Region of Waterloo commenced a study
about what to do with the Haysville Bridge. Several op-
tions were looked at, ranging from full restoration of the
existing bridge to the construction of a new two-lane,
concrete bridge. Several open houses were held, and
the community was divided. Despite a previous study
of old bridges conducted by the Region (Spanning the
Generations) that stated the Haysville Bridge was the
seventh-most significant heritage bridge in the region,
the decision was made by Wilmot Township council to
construct a new, two-lane concrete bridge. The 1930
bridge was demolished in 2000 and the current bridge
was constructed.

Since 1828 when the Huron Road was constructed,
bridges were built over the Nith River in Haysville. Four
of these bridges, starting in 1883, were iron or steel truss
bridges. Prior to that, the bridges were made of wood.

= Ontario Parks = Waterloo Flaginn
« Grand River Museums
Conservation Authority « Hamilton Art Gallery

New programs soon!
March Break Program registration - February 23
Spring Program registration - March 22

Visit RWLibrary.ca to reserve passes  f
or browse and register for programs ©

Ask a Librarian 226-748-8030

These bridges were examples of the technology that was
available at the time. They provided a vital link on the
Huron Road and served the transportation needs on this
heritage highway that runs from Guelph to Goderich to
this day.

You belong here.

g;TIM LOUIS

kember of Pariament, Kitchener-Conestoga

Community creates our sense of connection.
Our shared heritage depends on each other.

As your Member of Parliament, | am proud to
advocate for our Arts and Heritage sectors.

THE IMPERIAL

This 1872 hotel was totally restored from
2014-2016 and now contains 12 elegant one-
bedroom apartments for seniors; the main floor
features commercial space for A Portuguesa
Bakery, Peel Street Beverages [Brewery],
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Celebrating

By Sherri Gropp, Museum curator Castle
Kilbride

The history of Castle Kilbride in the
Township of Wilmot is one to celebrate.
This year marks 30 years for Castle
Kilbride as a museum. In honour of this
milestone, we are looking at 30 things that
have made Castle Kilbride an outstanding
piece of Wilmot'’s heritage.

1.

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Castle Kilbride was built in 1877 by
flax entrepreneur James Livingston
for his family:.

The Castle was home to the
Livingston family for three genera-
tions from 1877 to 1988.

In 1988, a huge auction was held and
the artifacts were scattered all across
Canada.

Five years later, the Township of
Wilmot purchased the Castle with the
intention of finding a home for their
administration and council needs.

Local carpenters at Herner Wood
Products were tasked with repli-
cating the detailed exterior wooden
features.

On Sept. 25, 1994, the museum of-
ficially opened to public with much
fanfare and excitement.

Chair of the museum’s acquisitions
subcommittee was successful in se-
curing original Livingston artifacts.
This included the Krug Library Set,
Homer Watson’s “Old Mill and Stream”

Castle Kilbride’'s 30th anniversary

lection

10.

11.

and the Livingston’s floor lamp.

The Castle’s most famous visitors:
Wayne and Janet Gretzky checked
out the museum in 1994.

Castle Kilbride is named a National
Historic Site and the plaque is offi-
cially unveiled.

In 1999, the first Curator was hired for
the museum. Until this point, it was
led by a host of dedicated volunteers.

By 2000, many of the original

This land was originally part of the Ray Baechler property

251 Huron Street, New Hamburg

(225 Huron Street) where his barn was located.

Ray sold the property to Ted Stock and in 1963 Ted built a new structure which
housed a creamery to the rear and a Fattum’s grocery store to the front..
During those years, Ray picked up and delivered eggs to
Loblaws and Dominion stores in Toronto.

In 1963, Ray sold his egg route and truck to Vernon Erb from a newspaper ad.

Later, Frank Erb and Merv Roth bought the property and turned it into an
egg grading station, Erb’s Eggs.

In 1987 fire destroyed the egg grading station and Erb’s Eggs sold the business
to LH Gray in Strathroy.

Merv Roth renovated the building and turned it into what it is now.

In 1993 Dr Betty Fretz remodeled the rear part to become an optometry office.
And in 1994, Drs. Howard and Kim Dolman purchased the clinic.

Today, Drs. Howard & Kim Dolman continue to offer residents of the area
“state of the art” eye care services.

Eyecare Centre

251 B (Back) Huron Street, New Hamburg
519-662-3340

www.dolmaneyecare.com

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

artifacts were returned to the Castle.
All artifacts were numbered and cat-
alogued to create the Castle Kilbride
Collection.

In 2003, Parks Canada sends their ex-
perts to perform conservation work
on the designated wall and ceiling
murals.

A major donation of original artifacts
including leather dining room chairs
and original Livingston utensils re-
turned to the museum.

Thousands of visitors descend on
New Hamburg and Castle Kilbride
for Harry Potterfest in July of 2007.

In August 2008, a “royal” wedding
took place on the Castle Kilbride
grounds when descendant Lindsay
married Adam.

In 2010, the Livingston tradition of
hosting music on the lawn was re-
vived with the establishment of the
Castle Concert Series.

Artist Lori LeMare is contracted for
the first time to perform restoration
work on the designated trompe 1'oeil
murals in 2013. Her first project is the
conservation of the “statue”.

18.

19.

20.

21.

27

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

In 2014, it was 150 years since James
and John Livingston established the
J&J Livingston business, manufactur-
ers of flax and linseed oil.

The Castle Kilbride advisory commit-
tee publishes a new Castle Kilbride
book in 2016.

The CBC/Netflix series Anne with an
E turned Castle Kilbride into Aunt
Josephine’s mansion in 2017.

All of 2018 is dedicated to what
would have been the 100th birthday
of Laura Louise Livingston, who was
born at Castle Kilbride May 24, 1918.

The second “royal” wedding for a
Livingston descendant was held on
the grounds when Laura wed Mike.

It was all about the Castle’s silver an-
niversary in 2019.

A partnership with Ghost Walks of-
fered new and unique tours of the
Castle.

The museum was all set to open in
March of 2020 when everything shut
down at the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic.

In the fall of 2020, an oilcloth floor
was added to the hallway and main
staircase of the home, replicating the
material that James would have fur-
nished it with in 1877.

A condensed mobile storage unit was
installed to house the Castle Kilbride
Collection in January 2022.

In 2023, the original Livingston
grandfather clock was returned to the
Castle.

Two film companies chose to fea-
ture Castle Kilbride: The Dickson
& Bruce feature, “The Ghost and
Castle Kilbride” and the CBC series,
“Ghosting”.

Castle Kilbride celebrates its 30th
anniversary with a special exhibit
co-curated with the Stratford Festival
Archives called “Fabled.”

Thank you for looking back at the past 30
years with Castle Kilbride. We are look-
ing forward to the next major milestone
in 2027, marking 150 years since the con-
struction of Castle Kilbride.

Castle Kilbride’s National Designation plaque unveiling in 1995. Photo courtesy of Castle
Kilbride Collection
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Working Together, Building A Better Future.
Affordable housing projects, medical buildings and plazas

Imperial Hotel
1908 Eddly’ s Tavern
(The Imperial) 1986

Dominion Hotel
1880
(The Imperial)

(The Imperial)

Nith Valley
Construction

Industrial = Commercial = Institutional

Mark Jutzi Funeral
Home
New Hamburg

165 King Street, Kitchener
(former Budd’s Department Store)
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Zehr Insurance
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The publications change, but the vision remains

By Paul Knowles

It's hard to believe, but it was almost four
decades ago when I first walked into a
crowded, smoke-filled newspaper office
at 100 Huron St., New Hamburg. I ar-
rived at the newspaper we affectionate-
ly called “The Indy” as interim editor — a
short-term fill-in while the newspaper’s
owners, The Fairway Group, looked for a
permanent editor.

They found one, and I went on my way
until a few months later when the job
again opened up and I was asked to fill
in once again. I not only agreed, I applied
for the full-time position and was hired
as editor, soon adding the role of publish-
er. I spent the next decade in that job.

The late 1980s and 1990s were a time of
great transition in the newspaper busi-
ness — a transition that has continued
right to this day. Those were the earliest
days of computerization. The desks of
the editorial staff held Sanyo comput-
ers, which used large, floppy disks. The
evolution to Apple products had not yet
happened.

Let’s pause a moment and recall my in-
troduction to the already experienced
and talented staff at the Indy. There were
three tasks covered by the team: front of-
fice (which was a lone receptionist/clerk/
Jill-of-all-trades), editorial (editor and
reporter/photographers) and advertising
sales.

Ah, the advertising department. It was
headed by a woman named Mary Riche,
who detested me, her new boss, on sight.

The staff of the New Hamburg Independent circa 1993. Contributed photo

She thought I was an arrogant jerk.
Fortunately, she changed her mind and a
couple of years later, married me.Together,
we led a fantastic team at the Indy until
her untimely passing in November 1996.
It's probably not surprising that I left the
newspaper a few months later.

Mary and I were very proud of our en-
terprise. We were, in fact, a rogue en-
tity in the Fairway Group world. The
company, a subsidiary of The Record,
owned and operated several city week-
lies (Cambridge, Waterloo, Guelph and

Over 140 years

and still here for you!
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eventually Kitchener), and three glossy
magazines, including Exchange Magazine
for Business. After leaving the Indy, I
eventually became the part-time editor
of Exchange, working with publisher Jon
Rohr, for about 25 years!

The Independent was the only small-
town publication and the only paid-sub-
scription newspaper in the group. We
were different.

But we were determined to thrive, and we
did. Over the years, we created a number
of additional products including a local
phone book, a magazine originally known
as “New Era” which eventually merged
with Today’s Seniors, and — appropriately
enough considering the publication which
includes this article — an annual Heritage
Edition that won scads of national awards
and, at its peak, numbered close to 100
pages. Eventually, between all our proj-
ects, our staff totalled 10 people, and our
annual income topped seven figures. We
had a great team, including some very
fine reporters and a top-notch advertis-
ing staff that included Sharon Leis, now
associated with the Gazette.

The day-to-day, week-to-week job was,
quite simply, running as fine a local news-
paper as we could. And no week was ever
the same.

There were highs and lows, and both
are seared into my memory. Perhaps
the worst single moment, professionally,
came the night when I managed to erase
the entire newspaper just as we were fin-
ishing it.

In those early days, all the news stories,
columns, obituaries and so on were stored
on a floppy disk. The proposed layout of
the newspaper was sketched out by hand
on layout sheets, and I would drive the
disk and the draft layouts to Fairway’s
head office in Kitchener. There, the pro-
duction team would take over.

But one night, I hit the wrong button, or
series of buttons, and managed to irrevo-
cably erase all the editorial copy for that
week’s newspaper. I remember yelling
very loud and impolite words as Mary and
the others still in the office at that late
hour rushed into my back office, wonder-
ing if I had suffered a horrendous inju-
ry. We had to rebuild the entire editorial
section of the paper, and I am sure there

were potentially prize-winning articles
lost in the disaster. But still, we published
on schedule.

It was not many years later when the sys-
tem completely changed — Mac comput-
ers, email and layout software programs
meant the late-evening trip to Kitchener
was no longer required, and the graphic
artists who did our layout were relocated
to the offices of the publications.

There were many memorable moments in
my early years at the Indy. I have writ-
ten a column of some kind or another for
what feels like a century, starting at my
first newspaper, The Tillsonburg News.
So, when I came to the Indy, I immedi-
ately started writing a weekly opinion
piece, often seasoned with what I saw as
humour.

One week, I decided to employ irony — that
particular column was a tongue-in-cheek
comparison of the Mennonite Relief Sale
and Oktoberfest. Now, you need to know
that I really do not enjoy Oktoberfest,
but I think the Relief Sale is a wonder-
ful event, accomplishing all kinds of good
things in terms of community spirit, relief
and development funding.

But my ironic approach was to suggest
that the Relief Sale would never be all it
could be unless it took the same approach
as Oktoberfest. I remember recommend-
ing the addition of a “Miss Third World
Pageant” and a beer tent because, “You
haven't really had a good time until some-
one has thrown up on your shoes.”

I thought it was funny and it would be ob-
vious I was dissing Oktoberfest and sup-
porting the Relief Sale. Well, a fair num-
ber of local Relief Sale fans did not see it
that way. Pastors arrived to sit in my of-
fice and chastise me, I was told there were
prayer groups praying about this issue,
my boss at Fairway was asked to remove
me from my job, and I wrote a second col-
umn apologizing and trying to explain my
attempt at humour.

Fortunately, the editor of a national pub-
lication called The Mennonite Reporter
learned of the uproar, enjoyed the hu-
mourous slant of my original piece, and
published an article about the whole
thing, including my entire article. I felt
somewhat vindicated — but I had also
learned a lesson.

In those early days, letters to the editor
did not arrive via email; they were on pa-
per, delivered by snail mail, or dropped at
our front desk. I have always loved let-
ters to the editor. I think they are a strong
indication of readership and interest in
the newspaper. And if they disagreed
with the paper, or with me as editor and
publisher, that was fair game. But some-
times the writers crossed a line into slan-
der, or they declined to sign their letters.
One of my least-favourite duties was to
decide which letters were unprintable
for these reasons. There was one regu-
lar correspondent who was vicious in his
comments about neighbours and was ho-
mophobic and profane. Most of his letters,
which arrived scribbled in pencil on dirty
scraps of paper, would never appear in
print. But I kept them and others of that
ilk, and when I eventually wrote two mys-
tery novels involving a newspaper editor,
I adapted them as excellent copy in my
fictional accounts.

Continued on page 19
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500,000

 (and still growing)

now donated §508,000 to 1he Campaign for Castle Hiltelde. The fundras
driva began only [885 Oclober, wilh Bhe witimate gosl of falsing §1 millon fo
resioes and relurnish the Castle in Baden, which kas bosn desigrated as &
Haticnal Historic S, Castle Kibride will opsn b3 Bhe pulblic with & glant cel-

More than half a million bucks!
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libyera, Dorans Fsdy and John Hanson. [Pisis by Kslly Sayngrd

A photo of the Castle Kilbride fundraising group published in the New Hamburg Indepen-

dent. Contributed photo

Continued from page 18

There were more serious issues, too.
Newspapers have to cover the bad stuff,
and nothing could have been worse than
the murder of a woman by her estranged
husband in a New Hamburg donut shop.
That shook the entire community includ-
ing the newspaper staffers who had to
cover it.

Also very serious were the tragic auto-
mobile accidents that were an all too fre-
quent occurrence. I eventually decided to
cease publishing photos of those crashes
because it was starting to feel like a per-
verse kind of voyeurism. I still don’t know
if that was the right answer from a jour-
nalistic perspective.

One moment that seemed very serious
occurred when Mary was making a sales
call at the township office, at that time
located across Huron Street from our
quarters. She walked into the office of
the then-clerk and found him apparent-
ly dead at his desk. In a panic she ran to
the front desk and told them what had
happened.

“Oh, no, he’s just napping,” she was told.
“He does that sometimes.”

I have been grateful, from that time to
this, that my stint at the Indy opened
many doors to wonderful opportunities in
this community. Because I was publisher
of the local paper, I was part of the Board
of Trade and was honoured to serve as

president for five years. I was invited to

head the committee that raised funds to |

restore Castle Kilbride and, after work-
ing with a wonderful group of volunteers
on that cause, became the founding chair
of the board at the national historic site.
Mary and I were invited to participate in
a visit to Alsace, France, to celebrate that
region’s historic connections with Wilmot,
and then we organized the return visit of
about 30 folks from Alsace a year later.

As I mentioned, I left the Indy in 1997, [

though I continued to write a column

(avoiding mention of the Relief Sale) for |

some years. I have lived in Wilmot from
that day to this — and I have been sad-
dened to see the decline of the newspa-
per I loved over the decades.

That’s why I am thrilled Stewart Grant
and his team have created this newspa-
per, the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette, and
four other papers across southwestern
Ontario. And I am even happier he in-
vited me to write a weekly travel feature
published in all the papers. I will soon
reach a milestone — 150 consecutive trav-
el features!

Stewart has the same vision that Mary
and I shared lo those many years ago.
And through my travel stories — and an
article like this - it feels so good to still
be a part of a publication that carries this
community close to its ink-stained heart.

Ontario Heritage Day

Celebrating our roots,
shaping our future

ERNIE HARDEMAN
MPP - Oxford

12 Perry St., Woodstock, ON N4S 3C2
{ 519-537-5222 * 1-800-265-4046
™ ernie.hardemanco@pc.ola.org

@ erniehardemanmpp.com

Lk | . ¥ WO M ochl e B
A photo of Mary Knowles and New Hamburg Mayor Lynn Myers with champagne ready to
greet the delegation from Alsace in 1992. Contributed photo

Tavistock Reflections....
Preserving Our Past

40 Woodstock Street, South Tavistock

The Oxford Hotel opened in 1906 and replaced the Union Hotel
which was built in the mid 1850's.
Today, the Tavistock Library is the tenant.
After extensive renovations they moved to this location in 2010.

Protecting Our Heritage
for Generations

ARPAN KHANNA

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT for OXFORD
4 J K

WA
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OUT WITH THE OLD &
IN WITH THE NEW!

“They always go above and beyond to help out”
- J. Dozert

NO JOB T00 BIG OR
100 SMALL

o NEW INSTALLATIONS  RENOVATIONS © REPAIRS
o SEWER CAMERA « WATER SOFTENERS
o WATER HEATERS * A MINI EXCAVATOR FOR SEWER
WATER AND HYDRO TRENCHING AND TILE REPAIRS

BIN RENTAL

(14 yard hins for rent anything from yard clean up to o roof or renovation)

Jeremy Berger
Owner
913-274-0160

| JPEUMBING] . 4
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Steinmann Mennonite Church
Marks 200 Years of Worship
and Service

e ] I

-

year. Photo by Galen Simmons

By Galen Simmons

In many ways, the Steinmann Mennonite
Church congregation laid the founda-
tion on which New Hamburg, Baden and
Wilmot Township as a whole was built.

This year, the congregation is marking a
milestone many rural congregations don't
see — 200 continuous years of worship,
service to the community and fellowship.

“In 1824, (Amish settlers) established the
church here,” said Brandon Gingerich,
the congregation’s resident history ex-
pert whose family has been part of the
church’s history going back almost as far
as the congregation itself. “The actual
church building wasn’t built for almost 60
years. Most settlers would have met (for
worship) in houses for the first 60 years.”

The congregation was first established by
Christian Steinmann, who was previous-
ly ordained in Europe by Amish pastors
from Pennsylvania. He brought his fam-
ily from Bavaria to Canada as part of a
significant Amish-Mennonite migration
from Europe to what became Wilmot
Township.

After 60 years of meeting in households,
the congregation built its first meeting
house - a simple, white frame structure
with space for horse and buggies out
front — in 1884.

“People would have come from as far as
Punkydoodle’s Corner and St. Agatha.
They would have walked (or travelled by
horse and buggy) here to this area before
other congregations and churches were
built in those areas,” Gingerich said.

The current church building where it
stands today at the corner of Snyder’s
Road West and Nafziger Road was built
in 1947 on land donated by Daniel
Steinmann that was originally settled by
his ancestor, Christian Steinmann, after
he and his family arrived in Canada. In
1975, the congregation added a new wing
onto the church which initially housed
Sunday school classes and today is home
to church offices and meeting spaces. In
2007, the congregation built a second
addition, a large fellowship hall for both
church and community programming and

The Steinmann Mennonite Church congregation is celebrating its 200th anniversary this

events.

“That was a big shift, I think, for our
church to try and go beyond a building
for the congregation to a building for the
community,” Gingerich said. “We envi-
sioned it as a space we would use, but we
didn't want it to sit still from Monday to
Saturday. We wanted it used for blood-do-
nor clinics, girls’ camps, basketball prac-
tices, pickleball, you name it. It's always
got something happening.”

While today’s Steinmann Mennonite
Church congregation looks very different
than the Amish settlers who established
itin 1824, those values of putting commu-
nity first and welcoming newcomers with
open arms and a warm embrace are still
very much at the heart of what the con-
gregation holds dear.

“We were formed from refugees; people
fleeing persecution in Europe coming
here for freedom. That’s always been
something that we hold close to our
heart,” Gingerich said.“In 1979, welcomed
our first Hmong refugees from southeast
Asia, and they're now a growing commu-
nity in Kitchener now. We've since spon-
sored refugees from Lebanon and most
recently Syrian families in concert with
other local communities.”

Just as it has been for the last 200 years,
the Steinmann’s Mennonite Church con-
gregation is dedicated to sharing its gifts
of people, spaces and fellowship with all
who need it. The congregation is cele-
brating that legacy of sharing gifts with
a whole host of 200th anniversary events
throughout 2024.

They includes displays of historical
church artifacts, and anabaptist history
worship series, efforts to strengthen ties
and understanding with local Indigenous
communities, an Amish-beard-growing
challenge and, to cap it all off, a massive
Wilmot-area Mennonite church choral
concert in December where Mennonite
church choirs from far and wide will meet
in Wilmot to make music together.

To keep up with the 200th anniversa-
ry events and happenings at Steinmann
Mennonite Church, visit smchurch.ca.
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©ak Grove Cheese

Cheese Making a Family Tradition
Since 1898 on Bleams Road

Starting with Zito Baccarani (uncle)
Continuing with nephew Gottfried (Fred) Langenegger,
And his sons Tristano (Tootie) and Romano (Manny)
4th Generation Tristano’s sons, Tony and Mark
Today, Mark & his wife, Pat, continue with the specialty production of cheese including
parmesan, cheddars, brick, cook cheese, limburger, cheese curds and much more.

Trivia: In Canada. Only one cheese producer makes Limburger Cheese,
Dak Grove Cheese Factory in New Hamburg, Ontario,
130 km west of Toronto. (from cheeselover.ca)

29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg
519-662-1212
www.oakgrovecheese.ca
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Ernie Ritz: A legend in local community news

By Galen Simmons

At the tail end of his 99th year,
New Hamburg’s Ernie Ritz re-
members his career as a print-
ing-savant-turned-newspaper
man like it was yesterday.

Some might say Ritz was born
into the business of community
news. When he was young, the
New Hamburg Independent — a
once thriving community news-
paper at the heart of local pol-
itics, sports and events - was
owned and operated by Ritz’s
uncle, but the business had been
in his family for generations be-
fore that.

”

“The newspaper started in 1855,
Ritz told the Gazette in a recent
interview. “It was sort of a rebut-
tal to an existing, little publica-
tionin New Hamburg at that time.
It was called The Beobacther
— that’s a German word for The
Observer. ... That May, my an-
cestors came from Bavaria and
there was a 14-year-old Jacob
in the family. He was looking for
work and he was able to speak
both German and English. They
were looking for someone who
could handle both languages and
he started as a typesetter. That
was our family’s connection with
the printing business.”

The Beobacther was bought out
four or five years later by a man
who turned out to be a charlatan,
ran the paper for several more
years before skipping town over-
night to escape the business debt
he’d accrued. A prosperous local
businessman, Samual Merner,
had guaranteed payment to the
vendors of the newspaper and
wound up taking ownership of
it so he could get it back up and
running to pay his vendors what
they were owed.

In 1878, after a few decades
running a successful German-
language paper, Merner ran
for a seat in Parliament as an
independent.

“They needed a campaign news-
paper and that’s when the New
Hamburg Independent started,
and it was printed in my an-
cestors’ print shop,” Ritz said,
smiling.

While Ritz was familiar with the
printing side of the business as
a young person when his uncles
ran the newspaper and his fa-
ther, before he passed, was their
line type operator for a brief
time, he didn't start his career
as a printer until after he came
home from his service with the
Royal Canadia Airforce in the
Second World War.

“I had decided, at the urging of
my older brother, I should go into
the printing business in order to
become a printer and learn ...
(to) run a printing press. And I
did,” Ritz said.

“When I came out of the air
force, we had a process where ...

we had to have an interview with
a personnel counsellor. The per-
sonnel counsellor that I had at
the time was a flight lieutenant
and I said, ‘T want to do a print-
ing course.” He said, ‘I'm sorry to
say there are not courses avail-
able in Canada at the moment.’
... But he said, ‘T have a friend
who’s in the printing business
here in Toronto. They are a very
progressive firm, they do exper-
imental work and they are more
oriented toward technology than
they are toward service. I want
you to go and talk to them."”

So that very same day, which
happened to be Victory in
Europe Day (May 8, 1945), Ritz
made his way to that printing
shop and launched a career that
would set him on a path back to
the newspaper his family helped
establish so many decades prior.

Before he got there however,
Ritz mastered the latest in print-
ing technology during a two-year
stint at the printing business in
Toronto before eventually mov-
ing on to operate the hand-fed
printing press at the Kitchener-
Waterloo Record newspaper.
While Ritz was working at the
record, one of his uncles died
suddenly in 1950 and Ritz
found himself running the New
Hamburg Independent with his
other uncle and his brother.

“I made all the improvements I
could over the years based on my
(printing) experience and tried
to get rid of some of the primitive
practices. I also had to take over
a portion of the business man-
agement,” Ritz said, noting the
business side of the Independent
wasn't something he had much
experience with. “You learn, you
lose a few accounts receivable
here and there.”

Reporting the news was another
part of the business Ritz hadn’t
done much of prior to taking
ownership of the Independent.
As an active member of and
volunteer in the New Hamburg
community, oftentimes Ritz
found himself reporting on the
activities of friends and neigh-
bours and, in some cases, he be-
came the story he was meant to
report.

Around the time he took own-
ership of the paper, Ritz said
he attended a local nomination
meeting at which members of
the community would nominate
those they wished to serve on
council. Though Ritz had only
gone to the meeting to report on
its results, he quickly found him-
self thrust into a political career
that would ultimately see him
elected as both Reeve of New
Hamburg and then Mayor of
Wilmot Township.

“The public was invited to come
participate in their government
and make their nominations
for who theyd like to see on

About to turn 99 in April, Ernie Ritz recently sat down with the Wilmot-Ta-
vistock Gazette to recall his time as a local newsman at the helm of the
New Hamburg Independent. Photo by Galen Simmons

council,” Ritz said. “ ... Members
of the public would look around
and fill out nomination papers.
... Sometimes they'd ask (nom-
inees) and sometimes they
wouldn’t. Of course, I was sitting
there and they were getting a lit-
tle desperate one year. It was the
first year I was home, actually, a
few months after I'd come back
to New Hamburg.

“I was nominated to council.”

After he accepted the nomina-
tion, Ritz was acclaimed as a
town councillor as there were
only four candidates and four
seats on council. Ritz was ac-
claimed again when it came time
to elect a new council, but after
that, he vowed that he wouldn't
continue to sit on council unless
there was an election. He need-
ed to know whether the people
wanted him to serve or not.

Apparently they did because he
was elected for a third term.

“And that created problems,” Ritz
said of having to report on coun-
cil while serving as a councillor.
“I had to learn something about
objectivity.”

After serving a third year as
councillor, Ritz opted to step
back from political life for a
time to focus on his work at the
Independent.

Another instance when the peo-
ple who write the news became
the front-page story was when
the New Hamburg Independent
office burned down in July 1959,
killing four people living in the
apartment above it. At the time,
Ritz was on vacation with his
family in Cornwall and only
heard news of the fire over the
radio. He quickly drove home to
assess the damage.

“The central part of building
had been gutted up to the third
floor, but our business was at the
end, so we had no fire damage,
but the smoke and water damage
was horrible. It would have been
better if the whole place had

been burned and we could start
over,” Ritz said.

“It turned out that our insurance
wasn't up to what it should have
been, but fortunately we had
business-interruption insurance,
and that helped save the day.
We struggled through for two
or three years, but we decided it
was time not to operate in a rent-
ed (printing) facility. We built
our own plant. My brother and
I managed to get financial help
and put up a building of our own
on my brother’s lot. I drew up
the plans for a printing plant I
thought would be adequate. The
building is still there and it’s still
called Ritz Printing after several
successive owners.”

And while the commercial print-
ing business continued, Ritz said
the technology used to print
newspapers was changing rap-
idly in the 1960s. While Ritz and
a group of other weekly news-
paper owners tried to secure
financing to establish a central
newspaper-printing plant with
an offset press, they were unable
to find the backing they need-
ed, and Ritz ultimately took his
newspaper-printing needs to
the offset press at the Goderich
Signal Star.

“We had all kinds of technical
problems (in New Hamburg)
with ancient equipment and
stuff that had been resuscitat-
ed after the fire,” Ritz said. “It
turned out, we did the front-end
stuff, we did the setup, I ran the
darkroom among other things,
and the platemaking, and we
took the plates and drove them
to Goderich. It turned out, rather
unfortunately, that the time slot
we had was 11:45 p.m. So, there I
go. I put the plates in the car and
head to Goderich. Fortunately,
it only took a little over an hour
from the time we put the plates
on the press to when we could
put the papers in the car and
drive home.

“ ... It was a bit of a challenge

on a wintery night. ... I remem-
ber coming home one night in a
driving snowstorm. Nobody had
been on the road and all I could
see was the telephone poles.”

That arrangement only last-
ed between eight and 12 weeks
before an offer to purchase the
Independent came in from the
Kitchener-Waterloo Record in
1967. Exhausted from late nights
driving to and from Goderich in
blinding snowstorms, Ritz, his
brother and his uncle accepted
the offer.

That offer, however, came with a
clause that Ritz could not work
or write for any newspaper with-
in 40 miles of New Hamburg for
the next decade, so Ritz stepped
away from the newspaper game
and focused his efforts on build-
ing up his commercial-printing
business.

But that departure from commu-
nity news didn't last forever.

“There was a period of time when
I was really happy that I didn't
have to pick up the editorial pen,
but you know, it gets into the sys-
tem and you start reading stuff
that other people have written.
‘I think I could have done bet-
ter than that,” Ritz laughed. “
... There was a time here a few
years ago when we were not
happy with the Independent
content. We didn’t feel like they
were covering New Hamburg as
well as they should, and they
shut down their local office and
operated remotely.

“There were two or three of us
with some newspaper sensibility
... we got together and said, “We
should buy the Independent.””

While that idea never came
to fruition, Ritz and publisher
Stewart Grant of Grant Haven
Media launched the Wilmot Post,
which was then merged with the
Tavistock Gazette to become the
Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette.

Wanting to stay involved, Ritz
started writing a column he
dubbed “Perspectives” for the
Gazette until, at age 97, he began
experiencing symptoms macular
degeneration, making it difficult
to read text on the computer, so
he made the difficult decision to
write his last column.

“It was very dramatic. I started
out by talking about the train
coming into the station and the
boat pulling up to the dock at the
then of a journey; the aircraft
pulling up to the terminal. So
too, my writing comes to an end,”
Ritz recalled. “ ... When I final-
ly decided I just couldn’t do this
anymore, I felt it would impact
my ability to meet deadlines,
and I sure hated that. I was al-
ways wishing to be very punctual
about that.

“ ... I used to brag about being
Canada’s oldest, weekly colum-
nist. I don't know if I was or not.”
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New Hamburg’s historic Imperial Hotel finds new
life as seniors’ housing

By Galen Simmons and Marie Voisin

Once a thriving hotel that temporarily
housed many of the workers who came
to work in New Hamburg’s factories and
mills until they found homes for their
families at the end of the 19th century,
the historic Imperial Hotel has recently
undergone a revival to become attractive
housing for active seniors looking to live
at the beating heart of their community:.

Marie Voisin is the woman responsible
for this recent transformation. Thanks to
her love of history and experience restor-
ing older homes, Voisin has managed to
return the once-proud hotel to its former
glory.

“I took on this project for a variety of rea-
sons. I had come to know many widows
and widowers who owned houses in the
community. These individuals wanted to
sell their homes and move into apart-
ments, but there were no apartments
in the downtown core. I thought The
Imperial would be perfect for them be-
cause of its location,” Voisin said.

“I wanted to create a beautiful living
space so they could enjoy this chapter
in their lives. I have restored over four
houses to date and the potential to reju-
venate a large building seemed perfect. I
tried my best to recapture the original el-
ements of the building and preserve de-
tails that had been lost — both in the inte-
rior and exterior of the building. History
is important to me. The finished building
gave new life to this corner of downtown
New Hamburg.”

John and Fanny Jackson first built The
Imperial Hotel in 1872. It was a two-sto-
rey-yellow brick structure with an at-
tached livery. A third floor was added to
the hotel in 1902 by its sixth owner, John
Buckel Jr.,, who used a different shade of
yellow brick. In 1907 and 1908, Buckel
added a first-floor addition to the rear of
the building and redecorated the entire
hotel.

The hotel was used primarily for lodging
of commercial travelers. New Hamburg
had become a growing village with many
industries and men came to town for jobs
in the factories and mills, often staying in
the hotel until they found a house they
could rent for their family.

As the industrial boom began to wane,
The Imperial Hotel’s business also began
to decline. The need for ammunition and

wheat diminished after the First World
War and prohibition in 1919 was the final
blow. The third floor was closed off; a few
lights on cords hung from ceilings and a
rusty wood stove sat at the end of a hall-
way. There was never indoor plumbing or
central heating on this floor.

The second floor of the hotel was used
less often in the ensuing years. More
electric lights were evident and qua-
si-central heating was added. The owners
of the hotel lived on the second floor until
the late 1980s. Prior to Voisin taking on
ownership of the hotel in 2014, no ten-
ants lived in the hotel after 1990. Only the
tavern on the first floor was in operation
and the name of the hotel was changed to
Eddly’s Tavern in 1982.

Aside from being a hotel and a tavern, the
front portion of the hotel facing Huron
Street housed a number of commercial
businesses between 1872 and 1900 in-
cluding a hardware store, a liquor store,
a shoe store, a bank, a grocery store, a
tailor shop, a printing shop, an early li-
brary, and a meat store and butcher shop.
Additionally, from 1901 to 2014, the space
housed another butcher shop, a barber
shop and billiard hall, a millinery shop,
a jewellery store, a men’s clothing store,
an electrical-appliance store and another
grocery store.

In May 2014, Voisin became the 17th
owner and changed the name back to
The Imperial. She removed all the debris,

photo, restored by Mark Pfaff, was the basis

A photo of the Imperial Hotel circa 1908. This
of Marie Voisin’s exterior restoration work. Contributed photo

ceilings, walls and floors from the build-
ing and discovered the quality of work-
manship was disturbingly poor.

She reinforced the existing structure
through the addition of a new steel struc-
ture. The new structure of 13 columns was
threaded through the building from the
roof to the basement. Over 25 steel beams
were welded to the columns throughout
each floor. The former livery and an old
kitchen were removed to make way for
an addition. All windows were replaced
with high-quality, aluminum-clad win-
dows. Several layers of paint were chemi-
cally removed from the bricks, more than
10,000 bricks were replaced, all the bricks
were repointed, and original rotted wood

sills were replaced with limestone sills.

The Imperial was transformed into apart-
ments for active seniors who wanted to
live downtown close to amenities. These
seniors sold their large homes, moved
into the centre of New Hamburg so they
could walk to their favourite places.

Gone are the tiny hotel rooms on the
second and third floors. They have been
transformed into 12 luxury one-bed-
room apartments with wood floors, high
ceilings, crystal chandeliers, large win-
dows and original trim. Each apartment
is self-contained with a full kitchen, fur-
nace, air conditioner, water heater, and
washer and dryer. They range in size
from 730 to 1,029 square feet. An all-sea-
son sunroom on the second floor and an
outdoor terrace on the third floor were
also added.

The main floor of the hotel was refur-
bished to accommodate The Imperial
Market and Eatery, The Peel Street
Brewery, a DPortuguesa Bakery and
Stonetown Travel.

“Community support was apparent
during and after the restoration,” Voisin
said. “I provided tours during the rebuild
and wrote a blog each week about what
was occurring in the building. I had no
trouble finding tenants. In fact, I always
have a waiting list of 21 names when an
apartment becomes available.”

The Imperial is once again offering ac-
commodation in the downtown core to
its citizens, only this time to the seniors,
some of whom are the descendants of
New Hamburg’s early residents who may
have stayed in the building when it was
a hotel.

By Gary West

The history of South Easthope Township in
Perth County saw many churches and schools
built on many corners that were accessible by
horse and buggy since farmers and residents
in the area didn't have automobiles or tractors
until the 1930s and 1940s.

Like many smaller churches in the area, this
church had a humble beginning with people
in the area feeling a real need for a place to
worship together.

It was noted in the church’s history that in
1941, during a storm, the spire of the church
was struck by lightning, and because of

extensive damage, the congregation decided
to dismantle it. That’s the reason for an ab-
sence of a spire to this day.

Taken from the History of South Easthope in
the “Country Roads” history book, the congre-
gation began as part of a circuit from Waterloo
and Berlin. Bishop John Siebert had arrived
from the United States to attend a camp meet-
ing in 1839 near Waterloo, and Evangelism
came to Canada.

The congregation became known as the
South Easthope Evangelical Church. Some
of the early family names included Herlick,
Faulhafer and Otto, whose families still

remain in the area today.

This circuit included the Lingelbach congre-
gation, located east of Shakespeare, where the
church still stands today on Highway 7 and 8.

Both churches do not hold services any more,
but families from both had their member-
ships transferred to Grace United Church in
Tavistock, which still holds weekly services to
this day:.

Pictured is the South Easthope Evangelical unit-
ed Church, which still stands today on Perth
Line 33, also known as Pork Street, northwest of
Tavistock. Photo by Gary West
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Royals win on the road but lose OE . Senior TAR" Hockey
y Regular Season Standings
GP W L OTL PTS
at home to start OEHL playoffs 2% 4"
Minto 81's 2 1 7 1 A
Creemore Coyotes 22 14 8 2 30
By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative gave the Royals a 1-0 lead late in the first Tavistock Royals 22 14 8 1 29
reporter period before the Thundercats scored two in Saugeen Shores Winterhawks 22 13 9 1 27
. . a TOW. Durham Thundercats 2 13 9 1 27
Tavistock had a golden opportunity to take Seaforth Centenaires 2 12 10 1 25
a 2-0 lead at home in their first-round In game one on Friday night in Durham, the Georgian Bay Applekings 2 7 15 2 16
Ontario Elite Hockey League playoff series Royals came away with a 3-2 victory. Erik Erin Outlaws 2 6 16 1 13
on Sunday afternoon, but dropped a 3-2 de- Robichaud netted the game-winner early in Milverton Four Wheel Drivers 21 5 16 1 11
cision in overtime to Durham. the third period on an unassisted marker. ﬁ Lucknow Lancers 21 3 18 1 7
- ’ - Lucas Bast and Devin Kropf also scored for ;
Ellley o Coqnel} scored his secor}d goal of Tavistock who were outshot 39-33. Jensen Tavistock Royals
e game with just under four minutes left Van Boekel d th in betw th .
in the extra period while Tristan Hohl was an boekel earne € win between the 2023-24 Point Leaders
serving an unsportsmanlike penalty. The pIpes. %
frustrated Royals were hit with three mi- Game three is set for Friday in Durham at Erik Robichaud scored the game-win- ?LAYER POS GP G A PTS
nor penalties in overtime leading to some 8:30 p.m. and game four will be played in ning goal in Durham on Friday night. Sean Kienapple F 19 14 15 29
frustration. Tavistock trailed 2-1 in the third Tavistock on Saturday at 7:30 p.m. Contributed photo Drew Gerth F 21 11 9 20
before Geoff Killing tied it up. Drew Gerth Trevor Sauder F 18 7 10 17
Deven Kropf F 20 4 13 17
....................................................................................................................................................................................... Soan Leslie F 21 5 8 13
- - - ) - - Collin Hartwick F 14 6 6 12
Doherty Division’s newest team livid about |ciove  r 2
Erik Robichaud F 8 4 7 11
Lucas Bast D 18 4 7 M
mandated move Adam Bar F e 2 8 10
Mike Noyes D 17 3 7 10
By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative by an anonymous post on the team’s wouldbe an hour to Wellesley or Hespeler, Matt Zilke F 17 6 3 9
reporter Facebook page that didn't hold back any far from something substantial. Cam Leslie D 22 2 7 9
The Provincial Junior Hockey L punches. “If look at ther divisi Greg Noyes D 18 3 5 8
y League . . you fook at any OAET dIVISION, SAY | &.yah Christner F 19 4 3 7
(PJHL) has announced changes to its di- “With this change, the league has put Caledon to Huntsville. It's over three .
visional structure for the 2024-2025 sea- players in a position that most came tothe hours on a bus and has been happen- Mitch Fa'cey F 14 2 5 7
son. A new franchise, the Muskoka Bears, Dolphins and the PJHL to avoid, which ing for years. Schomberg to Huntsville, | JonJutzi b 8 0 4 4
has joined the Carruthers Division in the is extensive travel and time commitment Kincardine to Fergus, nearly two hours. | Patrick Vulgan F2 1 2 3
North Conference forcing division re- as most of our players attend Western, The Doherty and the Yeck have the least | GeoffKilling b 8 1 1 2
alignment to balance the number of teams. Fanshawe and/or work full-time jobs. Due amount of travel.” Tristan Hohl D 19 1 1 2
What that means locally is the Dorchester to this, with our ¢ urI:ent roster, 63.63 per The Facebook statement added “The gh%dF'{\A clntosh g 12 8 1 1
Dolphins will be joining the Doherty cent of E)layers live in or around central Dolphins have been a part of the Yeck di- eIc Ramseyer
Division in the fall to play against London. vision predating the conglomeration that Graham Kitching F 5 0 00
pblay ag Y g g
Tavistock, New Hamburg, Wellesley, The Gazette reached out to general man- created what we now know as the PJHL. Zach Mark F 5 0 00
Woodstock, Norwich, Paris and Hespeler. ager Mark Steele several days ago but did Over decades, generations of Dolphins Samson Walsom D 11 0 0 0

PJHL commissioner Terrence Whiteside
said he’s excited for new rivalries to be
born and hopes the moves foster a high
level of competition between teams.

“We have discussed alignment for a cou-
ple of years trying to find a competitive
balance of seven or eight teams in each
division,” said Whiteside. “It allows for
better scheduling balance and for all
teams to play a similar playoff path to get
to the Schmalz Cup. We are hopeful that
our changes in alignment will create some
new rivalries and opportunities for bal-
ance within the divisions.”

Reaction from the Dolphins community
has been swift and negative, illustrated

—
TAVISTOCK BRAVES,

HOCKEY

T RECREATION CENTRE
. TAVISTOCK BRAVES

TAVISTOCK & DISTRIC

not hear back as of press time. A group
called the Dolphins Player Group has
started a petition on change.org asking for
the PJHL to “put a stop to this and let us
focus on the game we love playing in front
of a town we love playing for.” To date, the
goal of 1,000 signatures has almost been
met.

Whiteside disagrees the extra travel will
pose a hardship on the team'’s players, es-
pecially when you take into consideration
what some others go through.

“Their time commitment is nowhere near
what most players in our league commit to.
Not even close. To use that is not accurate.”

He added the furthest trip from Dorchester

V'S WELLESLEY APPLEJACKS

?[?I%OR HOCKEY ACTION!

E OUT AND ENJOY

(L

Ll

have poured literal blood, sweat and tears
into building entertaining and competitive
rivalries with our divisional peers. Now
the league wants to scrap it all.”

The PJHL has been discussing realign-
ment for about two years over a series of
meetings, and the league said the reason
for it is to achieve more of a competitive
balance, a balance of schedules, and cre-
ate the right scenario for all teams to be
treated fairly.

“There are divisions with nine teams, so
some don't make the playoffs, then we have
the Todd Division with only six teams. The
idea was to balance the divisions with sev-
en or eight teams,” explained Whiteside.

Tavistock Royals vs

Durham

Thundercats
Saturday, Feh. 17th
at 7:30 p.m.

Tavistock & District
Recreation Centre

He added change is never an easy task to
undertake and he understands the team'’s
reluctance, but the changes being made
are for the better of the league as a whole.

Thamesford and Dorchester were both
put on a ballot and every team in the PJHL
voted for their choice to move from the
Yeck to the Doherty. Whiteside said the
decision was made as fairly as possible.

“It was member-driven. It's my job to look
at the opportunities and then put them to
the board. The board reviews it and puts
it out to the membership. There was very
little difference between (the two teams)
as far as distance.”

SPORTS
NEWS

-

d

LKL
N\

w

SHAkE YOUR LOCAL SPORTS
STORY IDEAS WITH US.

AIL:
GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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PJHL Roundup

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative
reporter

Firebirds take over Doherty Division lead

Woodstock’s season-long stranglehold
on first place ended Friday night as the
Navy Vets dropped a 5-1 decision in New
Hamburg.

Tyler Reid gave the Firebirds a 1-0 lead with
the first period's only goal before Nolan
Brett tied it nine minutes into the second
frame. That's when New Hamburg exploded
for four straight markers to earn two points
and move one point up on Woodstock. Owen
Fischer, Josh Soulliere, Justin McManus and
Jake Thompson found the back of the net as
the Firebirds outshot their guests 41 to 32.

On Saturday, New Hamburg made it 11
straight games without a loss with a hard-
fought 3-2 victory in Wellesley. After two
scoreless periods, Ken Harron made it 1-0
for the Applejacks but Keegan Metcalf and
Jake Thompson scored less than two min-
utes apart to give the Firebirds a 2-1 lead.

Connor Doerbecker tied it up, setting the
stage for Thompson’s game-winner goal
with just one second left in the third period,
his 20th of the campaign.

Wellesley hosted Hespeler on Friday night
and earned two points with a 6-1 win. Isiah
Katsube and Doerbecker led the Applejacks
attack with a pair of goals each with sin-
gles going to Kaelan McDougald, and Jake
L'Heureux. 19 minor penalties were called
as Wellesley went 2 for 8 on the powerplay.

Disappointing stretch for Braves

Tavistock skated into Wellesley Tuesday
night to play a rescheduled game and
dropped a 3-2 decision to the Applejacks.
The Braves have now lost two of their last
three games. Dimitri Elefthereriadis scored
twice for Wellesley with a single marker
from Eric Lacey. Ryan Suljack and Nicholas
Hambly replied for Tavistock.

Tavistock hosted Norwich on Friday night
and lost 4-1 to the Merchants. Daniel
Tremblay scored the only goal for the

Braves. They did bounce back on Saturday
with a 3-2 win in Paris over the Titans.
Stephen Peppas scored twice while Trent
Davies added a single to give Tavistock a
3-0 lead after 40 minutes. Paris scored the
only goals of the third as the Braves held on
for the win.

PJHL STANDINGS
South Doherty Division

GP W L OTL T PTS
New Hamburg Firebirds 38 29 7 2 0 60
Woodstock Navy Vets ¥ 28 7 3 05
Tavistock Braves 322 12 1 2 4
Norwich Merchants ¥ 16 16 5 1 38
Wellesley Applejacks 36 16 19 1 0 33
Hespeler Shamrocks 3810 26 2 0 22
Paris Titans 7 826 2 119

LOCAL NEWS WHEN YOU WANT IT: GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE

Canadal’s first
electric vehicle
battery plants.

Windsor and St. Thomas will soon
be home to the first electric vehicle
battery plants in the country.

It's
happening
here.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

PJHL - South Doherty Division

2023-24 Point Leaders

Team PLAYER POS GP G A PTS
WNV Davin Gray F 38 16 43 59
NHF  Owen Fischer F 36 31 24 55
WNV Nolan Brett F 37 25 26 51
HES Boden White F 32 19 26 45
NHF  Tyler Reid D 35 15 26 41
NHF Jake Thompson F 35 20 19 39
NHF  Owen Bruder F 35 17 20 37
HES  Jack Restauri F 38 12 25 37
WNV Ethan Szabo F 32 13 23 36
TAV Nicolas Thibodeau F 37 13 19 32
NOR  Joel Storoschuk F 35 16 16 32
TAV  Stephen Peppas F 34 15 15 30
WNV Brodie Kearns F 3 8 21 29
NOR Malcom Scott F 35 14 15 29
WNV' Tyler Smeda D 3 10 18 28
NHF Matt Domm D 32 5 23 28
NHF  Owen Sculthorp F 18 8 20 28
WNV Chris Coulter D 31 12 15 27
TAV lan Glendinning F 371 10 17 27
NOR Brandon Balazs F 30 14 13 27
WEL Connor Doerbecker  F 22 16 10 26
TAV  Jacob Reid-Brant F 36 10 16 26

Andrew Harris F 3

Ty Crombie D 30

Antonio Pasqualino F 31
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FREE FAMILY SKATE

FREE HOT DRINKS & FOOD UPSTAIRS

SATURDAY, MARCH 2ND | 11 AM -1 PM

AT THE TAVISTOCK ARENA

1 ADAM STREET, TAVISTOCK, ON

X staol

MISSIONARY CHURCH

SPONSORED BY:
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OH ) THE PLACES WE’'LL GO: an underappreciated day-trip destination

By Paul Kn(;wles

Once upon a time, a compa-
ny called Gooderham & Worts
was the largest distillery in the
world, and the largest corpo-
rate taxpayer in Canada. The
company was founded in 1832,
and by the time the twentieth
century dawned, the Toron-
to-based distillery complex
covered 13 acres and included
more than 40 buildings.

Today, Gooderham & Worts
exists only as a brand name
owned by another, internation-
al company. By the end of the
20th century, though the Goo-
derham & Worts property had
been designated a national his-
toric site in 1988, it was a col-
lection of derelict buildings.

But no more. Just over 20 years
ago, the Distillery Historic Dis-
trict was opened as a centre
for arts, culture, entertainment,
dining and boutique shops. To-
day, it’s perhaps best known for
its Christmas Market, but the
district is actually a great place
to visit 364 days a year (it closes
only for Christmas day).

I wandered through the district
earlier this month. To say it
was not busy would be an ex-
aggeration. But while visitors
were a bit thin on the ground,
the shops and attractions were
open and welcoming.

It's perhaps not surprising that

A work of art entirely made from hundreds of small locks.

February is a slower time for a
district that requires visitors to
walk outside to get from build-
ing to building. But even the
summer months don’t pres-
ent the challenge of fighting
through crowds, partly because
the site is so large and partly
because the Distillery Historic
District is less well known than
it deserves to be.

And that’s why I am telling you
about it.

The folks who reclaimed and
reimagined the district have
done an incredible job. Walk-
ing along the pedestrian-only
streets with names like Distill-
ery Lane, Tank House Lane, and
Gristmill Lane, you are trans-
ported back to the Victorian era
of solid, red-brick industrial
structures. It feels like a highly
authentic movie set.

Inside the shops, restaurants
and entertainment venues, her-
itage is married with modern
design to delightful results.

The district boasts dozens of
businesses. There are more
than 40 boutiques alone, rang-
ing in size from the tiny Brit-
ish shop, “The Queen’s Trunk,”
to the large and quirky Bergo
Designs. Entertainment venues
include the Young Centre for
the Performing Arts and Illumi-
narium (a fully-immersive ex-
perience). There is a full menu
of options for good places to eat
and drink.

And yes, while Gooderham &
Worts is no longer in the build-
ing, there is a distillery in there
and its a happening place -
The Spirit of York. Never one
to bypass a distillery, I popped
in unannounced and asked if I
could take a photo or two. That
led to a warm conversation with
general manager Ray Zwicker.

Ray told me the place has tak-
en on new life in the past few
months. Many of the staff — in-
cluding Ray - have joined the
enterprise since last fall, and
they have initiated a lot of

programs based in their dis-
tillery. Twice a week, they hold
gin-making classes where peo-
ple learn to combine their own
mix of botanicals to produce a
unique, personal gin. They also
host cocktail workshops, offer
tasting tours on the weekends,
and present a monthly concert
series.

The Spirit of York distillery
makes vodka, gin, aquavit
and whisky all on site, and all
from 100 per-cent Ontario rye.
Zwicker told me that makes the
product very special because
most distilleries use a grain
blend.

Then he uttered the magic
words, “Would you like a tast-
ing?” I can tell you the vodka
was smooth and soft — a delight-
ful spirit, unlike many harsher
vodkas - and the whisky was
very tasty, aged in oak. I'd rec-
ommend both.

I thanked Zwicker and con-
tinued my exploration of the
Distillery District. The place
has several coffee shops. I met
a travel-writing colleague at
the Stage Door Café - part of
the Young Centre for the Per-
forming Arts - and enjoyed
a conversation and a creamy
cappuccino. The reason I was
in the district in the first place
was to attend a tourism-media
function that evening hosted by
the state of Colorado at the Mill
Street Brewpub.

While the streets of the district
may have seemed underpopu-
lated, the brewpub was not. It
was a happening place - and
this is only one of a huge selec-
tion of pubs and restaurants in
the district.

The British newspaper, The
Guardian, has called the dis-
trict “one of the coolest shop-
ping districts around the
world.” The goal of the team
that transformed an abandoned
distillery complex into the des-
tination it has become was “to
create a place that would excite

and inspire the senses where
people could experience new
ideas, new foods, new designs
and new ways of living and
working.” Their vision “was to
provide a place where creativ-
ity would flourish and passion
would be aroused.”

I admit that sounds rather over
the top, but having spent an
afternoon in the Distillery Dis-
trict, it’s also spot on. The dis-

trict is exciting and relaxing at
the same time. This is a seldom-
thought-of destination that is
definitely worth the day trip to
Toronto.

Paul Knowles is an author and
travel writer, and President of
the Travel Media Association of
Canada. To contact Paul about
travel, his books, or speaking
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net.

The Spirit of York carries on the Gooderham & Worts tradition. Photos
by Paul Knowles

The dozens of eclectic and welcoming boutiques, bars, restaurants and
entertainment venues in the Distillery District are all housed in buildings
once part of the Gooderham & Worts distillery complex.
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Oxford County Library book review
Noopiming: The Cure for White Ladies by Leanne

Betasamosake Simpson
By Amy Coles, Oxford County Library

For those wanting a slightly more complex
read, this book blends a wide mesh of char-
acters, their deep communal scars, their ri-
diculous outlooks, their earnest individual-
ism, and theor search for identity and self-
hood with seamless grace.

The story follows Mashkawaji, someone
who lies frozen somewhere between life and
death, in a lake. Or rather, the story follows
the wide cast of characters that Mashkawayji
uses as catalysts for themself, like the old
man Akiwenzii who is Mashkawaji's will, or
Lucy who is Mashkawaji’s brain.

Each new chapter tells how each character,
each aspect of the frozen narrator, attempts
and fails to navigate and integrate into the
colonial world of logos on bandages and
mugs and sweaters, and then attempts and
fails to connect with the natural world be-
cause every remaining pocket of it is con-
trolled and owned.

The wide cast of characters and unique style
of the prose may be daunting at first. The
word “experimental” can be a scary one to
some but, with only a little bit of time, read-
ers will get the flow of the novel’s style even
when the prose indicates it's moving and not
going to hold your hand so you can keep up.

st i il b S| i
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NOOPIMING

The Cure for While Ladies

Readers will find a rapidly engrossing story
within that will make them reconsider their
assumptions about the world. The many
characters that make up Mashkawaji feel so
real it’s almost a violent experience to read
their joys and sorrows, and their community
and frustrations therein. The author has an
immense presence within the story that is
impossible to ignore, and similarly impossi-
ble not to engage with.

Gazette Puzzles

Small Town Treasures: Heritage Word Hunt
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ALISON WILLSEY

WORKING TO SERVE
CLIENTS IN: WATERLOO
REGION, PERTH & OXFORD
COUNTY
I am here to help clients by:
. Acting on their behalf as an
Experienced/Expert Guide;
¢ to offer objective information and
opinions;
¢  tostand in their corner during
negotiations;
¢ to ensure they have an up-to-date
real estate experience;
o to be their rock and support
during the emotional process;
o to provide fair and ethical
treatment at all times;
o to provide expanded search
power through the Multiple
Listings Service
e TLOVE HELPING CLIENTS FIND A
PLACE TO CALL HOME!

A iy

feof Extite Lorof o

90C Peel St, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1E3

PROFESSIONAL & HONEST

*Watch for*
NEW LISTINGS
end of Month!

Guiding & Advising
Clients

EXPERIENCED

Direct: 519-275-4900

Office: 519-662-4900
willseyalison@gmail.com
www.willseyrealestate.com

Ancestry
Community
Culture
Custom
Generations

Heritage
History
Homestead
Landmark
Legacy

Nostalgia
Preservation
Roots
Rural
Tradition

SPONSORED BY:
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ELLA

Only one is real. Can you guess which
one? Ella seems to think that her place
is among the other Boston terriers
taking up space in her house. Ellais 13
years old and has always been sweet
tempered, loving and very loved. She is
quiet and readily accepts all the other
animals in her home, even live ones.
Nominate your Pet of the Week by

N\ A

\_ emailing inffo@wilmotpost.ca
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SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

AR XX R X

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.ticpetfood.com

TLE
FET FOOD
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Wellington County family offering local farmers a
chance to make cheese out of excess milk

By Gary West

A Wellington County family is offering
local dairy farmers a chance to use their
extra milk to make cheese.

Farmers Cheese 1Inc. is a mobile
cheese-making business operated by
Maynard Martin from his home near
Drayton. After seeing dairy farmers be-
ing forced to throw away any of the milk
they produced beyond their allotted Dairy
Farmers of Ontario quota, Martin launched
the business that helps dairy farmers, in-
cluding those in Perth and Oxford coun-
ties, turn that extra milk into cheese either
for their own consumption or to give away
to friends and neighbours, but not to sell.

They make cheddar cheese from their
three mobile cheese-making trailers, each
of which can be taken onsite to any local
dairy farm to produce fresh cheese daily.

All dairy farmers in Ontario own a milk
quota and sometimes, since it’s hard to
stem the flow of milk from a producing
animal, overshooting that quota can be a
regular occurrence. Rather than dispos-
ing of or dumping the milk, they call on
Martin and his family to process it into
cheese.

Martin says he started the business more

than a decade ago. His wife and son now
work alongside him, both running their
own mobile cheese-making trailers during
the business’ busy times at the end of the
month when dairy farmers are trying to
figure how much milk they are over quota.

“The areas of Waterloo, Wellington, Perth
and Oxford are by far my busiest areas
since this is the area where dairy animals
are most prevalent,” he said.

Recently, Farmers Cheese Inc. was
at Elhaven Farms in South Easthope
Township south of Stratford where
the Meadows family milks roughly 100
Holstein dairy cows. They regularly call
on Farmers Cheese Inc. to help turn 1,000
litres of extra milk produced that very
morning into roughly 250 lbs of cheddar
cheese.

Smaller dairy operations, including those
that milk goats, sheep or water buffalo,
usually only make batches from 500 litres.
The higher the butterfat percentage in the
milk, the more cheese is produced.

Martin says he learned the art of making
quality cheese from a farmer from France
who was producing cheese in Eastern
Ontario. That farmer taught Martin how to
make high-quality cheddar and ultimately

of age or older?

Woodstock,

Are you an immigrant who is 18 years

Have you used settlement services in
Ingersoll, or Oxford
County in the past 3 years?

RESEARCHERS FROM WESTERN
UNIVERSITY WOULD LIKE TO TALK TO
YOU!

e Complete the short pre-screening
survey at https://www.neststudy.ca/

N

your community

Funded by: Finance par :

I - l 1, Réfugiés
and szcn..hp Canada et Culoyennelc Canada

e |f you are selected, complete a 2-
hour online interview about
your experiences with
settlement services

e Receive a $50 gift card
that you can use in

'-'_._r & for Ecomomi

Western @

sold his old equipment and recipe to the
Martin.

Farmer’s Cheese Inc. offers five flavours
that can be added to the cheese-making
process including onion and parsley, on-
ion blend and paprika, garlic and sun-
dried tomato, hot jalapeno pepper, and
cumin.

New this year, the Martin family now of-
fers vacuum packaging, allowing farmers
to have their cheese cut and packaged in

whatever sizes they would like. Usually
the cheese should be aged for two months
or more to obtain a great aged taste.

Martin says homemade cheese can some-
times have a bitter aftertaste; however, the
cheddar Farmers Cheese Inc. produces is
good tasting without that bitter aftertaste.

For more information on Farmers Cheese
Inc. and the services offered, email may-
nardchristine@mwpol.ca.

Maynard Martin of Farmers Cheese Inc. shows how he makes cheese from his secret recipe
in his mobile cheese-making trailer on Elhaven Farms near Stratford in Perth County.

Oa‘ﬁ Grove Cheese

Factory Fresh To Your Table

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
Rk R Rk R e Rk R R R R R e
Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls
Rk R Rk R Rk ok S kR
Monday to Friday g am to 3 pm * Saturday g am to 1 pm
Closed Sundays

Factory limited
Since1879

www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212
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auto service

Full Mechanical Services

Tires For All Vehicles
Campers, RVs, ATVs & more

24 Hour Service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
5719-662-4990 OKTIRE.COM

Donate your gently used

Housewares
Clothing

Books
Sporting goods
& more

MCC
Picks Up D

Visit MCCPicksUp.com or call
226-220-0088 to schedule your pick up.

mccpicksup@mcco.ca

Baden e Kitchener « Mannheim  New Dundee * New Hamburg e Petersburg e Phillipsburg  Plattsville ¢ Tavistock * Waterloo  Woodstock

STRATFORD KIA...EXTREME LOW KMS!!!

PRE-OWNED SALE!

2019 Lexus UX250h

$35 995 ST Al-Whee! Drive
LOW KMS

22,869 km

2021 Subaru Crosstrek errted

All-Wheel Drive

$31,995. 57210
LOW KMS

53,627 km

2022 Ford Explorer ST Line

All-Wheel Drive

$47,995 1.
LOW KMS
29,051 km

2022 Honda Prlot Sport i

All-Wheel Drive

$45,995. 7.
LOW KMS
41,501 km

2023 Chevrolet Malibu 2LT

$34,995 ...
LOW KMS
210 km

2023 Kia Strnger GT Elite

RECEIVE A
$500 GIFT CARD

$52,995+HSTIic ~ All-Wheel Drive towards Service, Parts, & Accessories with the purchase &
%g 160 m delivery of any in stock pre-owned vehicle. }9‘;‘%%3

2021 Chevrolet Trarlblazer LT

All-Wheel Drive

$30,995. . ...

2023 Nrssan Oashqar S

$27,995. 5741 ]

2022 Nrssan Rogue )

All-Wheel Drive

$29,995. .54

2022 Ford Bronco Sport Badlands

2022 GMC Terrarn SLE

All-Wheel Drive

$30,995. :sr41c

All- Wheel Dnve

$40,995. ¢

2022 Mazda Mazda3 GX

$26,995. isr.c

LOW KMS LOW KMS LOW KMS LOW KMS LOW KMS
1,290 km 58,013 km 12,934 km 15,701 km 34,313 km
\\ 2021 Jeep Wrangler Unlrmrted Rubreon 2022 Ford Edge ST Llne )

e

W -

SERVICE|&PARTS OPEN =
Repairs/toralllmakes & models®
Monday/tol Friday: 8am|tol6pmi ===

Saturday 8am to 3pm 0)V/ apporntment only.

Kl/'

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00

e

PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-6:00 Saturday 8:00 to 3:00 by appointment only
*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and condltlons may aDDIv.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE

x

Stratf@rd

Kia

$

$53,995+HST&H0
LOW KMS

38,931 km

All-Wheel

rive

$39 ,995 +HST & lic
LOW KMS
22,247 km

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew

www.stratfordkia.com




The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

FEATURE —

B2 Thursday, February 15, 2024

Maple syrup season has

‘ International
Women'’s Day

Fri, Mar 8, 2024

ARPAN KHANNA

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT for OXFORD
519-421-7214 + ARPAN.KHANNA@PARL.GC.CA

208 HURON ST #4, WOODSTOCK, ON N4S 7A1
ARPANKHANNAMP.CA

officially arrived

By Mercedes Kay Gold

Wintertime wonderland means mittens,
ice skating and hot chocolate. Thanks to
Canada’s cold climate, marvelous maple
trees store starch in their trunks and roots
all winter long in anticipation for the per-
fect temperature.

Mother Nature’s sweetness began to offi-
cially flow Feb. 4. I was absolutely thrilled
to visit the Wagler Family Farm on Feb. 6
for a bird’s eye view and tutorial on tap-
ping. The Wagler Farm is family-owned
and family-run with the help of a small
tight-knit crew led by Chris and Rosalind
Wagler. The Wellesley family production
farm or sugarbush is home to approxi-
mately 1,000 maple trees over 20 acres,
and the six-to-eight-week syrup season
will yield upwards of 600 gallons of syrup
or “Canadian coffee”.

The timeless process of tapping begins by
drilling one to a maximum of three holes
approximately an inch and a quarter deep
into the maple tree. A spile is gently tapped
in place and a line secured prior to pump-
ing. The sap begins to run, flowing down
into a holding tank before being pumped
up to the house.

It is here in the sugar shack where the

process of reverse osmosis will remove 50
per cent of the water. Next the sap trav-
els to the preheater where it reaches the
boiling point, and 25 per cent more water
evaporates. A wood heater is then used,
and steam helps with evaporation before
the syrup heads to the filter. Removing im-
purities ensures top-notch quality.

The syrup will remain hot until bottled at
198 degrees Fahrenheit. It takes roughly
40 gallons of sap to make just one gallon of
syrup. The time-honored tradition of pro-
ducing maple syrup is an integral part of
the Wagler’s rich family history. Not much
has changed over the last century, other
than adding an evaporator in 1927, a new
sugar shackin 1985 and, in 2012, a canning
and storage facility. The modernization set
the wheels in motion for selling federally
inspected syrup once securing their regis-
tration number in 2014.

Maple syrup is Mother Nature’s sweet tree
sap, containing 24 natural antioxidants,
lower on the glycemic index than both
white and brown sugar, and surprising-
ly high in the trace mineral manganese.
This holistic nutritionist loves using both
maple syrup and maple sugar in dreamy
desserts, marvelous marinades and super

Continued on page 33

NISSAN

FACTORY
APPROVED

EVENT

FEBRUARY 1°" - FEBRUARY 29™

p—
Smd NISSAN

GET FREE LIFETIME oOIL CHANGES*

WITH THE PURCHASE OF A BRAND NEW NISSAN

LEASE A

2023 ROGUE

*OFFER VALID FOR FEBRUARY 2024 WITH A NISSAN RECOMMENDED SERVICE.

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON

519.273.3119

%

FOR

24 MDNTHE
0.A.C

STRATFORD J‘-.IISSAN

@F ﬂnl** @

www.stratfordnissan.com

STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 900-8:00; Fri-Sat. 200-600 PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon-Fri. 8:00-5.00
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Time to Tap!

Continued from page 32

salad dressings. Syrup is simply
outstanding on oatmeal, perfect on
pancakes, a waffle wow and adds
pizazz to popcorn.

Fun fact: The colour is linked to
the weather and flavour. The light-
est and most-delicate flavoured
syrup known as golden starts off
the season, followed by the classic
amber syrup. The dark syrup has
a purer maple flavor and as the
season winds down, very dark, the
most intense syrup, rounds out the
fab four.

The line of Wagler Maple Products
includes barbecue sauces, ma-
ple sugar, hard candy and of
course good old-fashioned syrup
in the timeless jug. Looking for a
Canadian gift? Wagler’s mouthwa-
tering maple syrup is available in
an array of novelty glassware from
the iconic maple leaf to hockey
players and festive favorites like a

gingerbread man, Christmas tree
and even a heart. The family pack
offers all four types to temp taste
buds and help you discover which
liquid gold is your go-to in culinary
delights. From tree-to-tabletop,
the Wagler's have been proudly
producing maple syrup since 1921.

Mark your calendars. On April 1,
The Wagler Family Farm hosts
their annual open house to wel-
come springtime. Take a horse-
drawn ride to the sugar bush, tour
the facility and learn all about the
process from first drip to dinner
table. Begin April by making mem-
ories while enjoying a piping hot
coffee and the most delectable do-
nut with the star of the show, ma- |
ple syrup. Support local and stock [
up on maple syrup with on-farm |
shopping. See you at 2014 Perth
Line 56 in Wellesley. For more in-
formation visit waglermapleprod-

ucts.ca and follow Wagler on social Chris and Kylar Wagler work to tap one of the 1,000 maple trees on their 20-acre Wagler Family Farm earlier

media @waglermapleproducts.

this month. Photo by Rosalind Wagler

Serving
Ontario
Agricul ture
since 1966!

FRIDAY, FEB. 16

B-W FEED & SUPPLY

BEYOND NUTRITION “w,
WWW .BWFEED.CA e 519-662-1773

Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar

Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

MONDAY, FEB. 19

St. Clements Public Skate
1-2 p.m.

1 Green St. St. Clements
Wellesley Public Skate

1-2 p.m.
Bill Gies Recreation Centre

SATURDAY, FEB. 17

St. Clements Community Centre

1401 Queens Bush Rd., Wellesley

Free Family Skate Hosted by

Tavistock Fire Department
10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Tavistock Arena

1 Adam St. Tavistock

Free Family Skate Hosted by MP

Tim Louis

1la.m. -12 p.m.

Wilmot Recreation Complex
1291 Nafziger Rd. Baden

Wilmot Heritage Day

10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
New Dundee Community Centre
1028 Queen St. New Dundee

New Hamburg home game vs.
Paris Titans

7:30 p.m.

Wilmot Recreation Complex
1291 Nafziger Rd. Baden

SUNDAY, FEB. 18

St. Clements Public Skate
12-1:30 p.m.

St. Clements Community Centre
1 Green St. St. Clements

Wellesley Public Skate
12-1:30 p.m.

Bill Gies Recreation Centre

1401 Queens Bush Rd., Wellesley

Family Day Fun Hosted by the
New Hamburg Legion

1-4 p.m.

New Hamburg Legion

65 Boullee St., New Hamburg

THURSDAY, FEB. 22

Community Care Concepts Lunch
and Fellowship

12 p.m.

Wilmot Rec Complex

1291 Nafziger Rd. Baden

FRIDAY, FEB. 23

St. Clements Public Skate

1-2 p.m.

St. Clements Community Centre
1 Green St. St. Clements

Wellesley Public Skate

1-2 p.m.

Bill Gies Recreation Centre

1401 Queens Bush Rd., Wellesley

New Hamburg home game vs.
Hespeler Shamrocks

7:30 p.m.

Wilmot Recreation Complex
1291 Nafziger Rd. Baden

SATURDAY, FEB. 24

Wilmot Coldest Night of the Year
4-7 p.m.

New Hamburg community Centre
251 Jacob St. New Hamburg

SUNDAY, FEB. 25

St. Clements Public Skate
12-1:30 p.m.

St. Clements Community Centre
1 Green St. St. Clements

Wellesley Public Skate
12-1:30 p.m.

Bill Gies Recreation Centre

1401 Queens Bush Rd., Wellesley

MONDAY, FEB. 26

Township of Wilmot Council
Meeting

7-11 p.m.

Council Chambers

60 Snyder’s Rd. West Baden

Family owned
&
Operat ed

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - FEBRUARY 2024

TUESDAY, FEB. 27

Woodstock Agricultural Society
Annual General Meeting

7:30 p.m.

Oxford Auditorium

875 Nellis St., Woodstock
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 28
Community Care Concepts Lunch
and Fellowship

12 p.m.

Linwood Community Centre

5279 Ament Line Linwood

-
)

LS\ YEAR

SATURDAY, MAR. 2

Free Family Skate Sponsored by
Tavistock Missionary Church

11 am.-1pm.

Tavistock Arena

1 Adam St. Tavistock

[
e

Fulmroary
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Rental Wanted

Looking for a long term rental in the Tavistock area.

1 or 2 bedroom for 1 semi-retired person, cat friendly,
responsible tenant, references, non-smoker. 519-949-
9227 or email pswohara@gmail.com

Wanted

$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues,
Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively
buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo
Equipment. For more information: DIAMOND DOGS
MUSIC 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 226-972-5750

Wanted

| will pay cash for antiques and collectibles.

Coca Cola Pepsi any pop company

Brewery items Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc.

Old radios and gramophones, Wristwatches and pocket
watches, Old fruit jars, Beaver Star Bee Hive etc. Any
old oil cans and signs Red Indian Supertest etc Any
small furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out stuff
please contact me - 519-570-6920.

Wanted

Used greeting cards from the 50's, 60's, 70's, 80's.
Baby, Birthday, Get Well, Christmas etc. cards.
519-616-3379

CLASSES

KARATE!

IN-PERSON & VIRTUAL CLASSES AVAILABLE
SCHWEITZER'S MARTIAL ARTS

Self-defense, Self-discipline, Self-confidence
GROUP CLASSES FOR AGES 4 TO ADULT

Taught by Renshi Becky Schweitzer,

Alh Dagree Black Bell and 123 World Karale Champion
Lacation Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church -
23 Church Street, Mew Hamburg
10 week session $125+HST. Uniform extra
Call 519-580-1418 or
e-mail becky schweitzer@hotmail.com
www.schweitzersmartialarts.com

Sebastopol’s Trinity Lutheran Church
welcomes octet, One More Tlme

By Gary West

Good nutritious home cooked food
and great harmonizing music was
served up at last week’s High Noon
luncheon at Trinity Lutheran Church
in Sebastopol.

On the second Thursday of every
month, a fellowship lunch along with
music or speakers from the area are
brought together by the Tavistock
and Area Ministerial Group, and this
month the hosts were the congrega-
tion at Trinity Lutheran Church.

A group of area harmonizers called
One More Time sang songs the church
audience could relate to.

The men are a small group of sing-
ers who are members of the Twin City
Harmonizer’s Chorus.

In introducing the harmonizers,
Tavistock’s Glenna Roth said the
group is made up of men from all
walks of life whose common inter-
est is singing in four-part harmony.
Some are very experienced singers,
and some relatively new to singing

The singing octet: back row from left, Ray Brenneman, Dennis Duek, Paul Roth

and Terry Hallman. Middle row, Dave Litt, and front row from left, Bill Orr, Larry
Martin, Bob Norman and Art Groff. Photo by Gary West

four-part, a-cappella harmony.

They rehearse almost every week
because they enjoy the fun and fel-
lowship. They will sing almost any-
where because they raise money for
their favourite charity, the Ontario
Harmonize for Speech Fund. It is
a charity that funds programs in

& .
massel's marine

38 Milton Street New Hamburg
(866) 627-7357

1. Kansas City Chiefs 7. Hot water
2. Birds 8. Robert Munsch
. (519) 662-1650

3. 1970 9. Magic and
4. Stomach Cancer Animal, Kingdom,
5  China Hollywood,

) ) Studios, EPCOT _
6. Earth, Wind & Fire 10. Ttaly {%;’ LEGEND

hospitals, schools, clinics and treat-
ment centres that assist people of all
ages who have speech impediments
acquired from birth, illness, or injury.

New members are always welcome.
Visit twincityharmonizers.com for
more information.

www.masselsmarine.com

Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes
Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing

® mERCURY

QO BOLDLY.

SiDE

¢ PLUMBING & MECHANICAL

Serving Waterloo
Region since 1983

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24(7 Service Plumbing
PLUS Water Conditioning

519-748-16%4

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Assistance for people & families in
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500

tapisforyou@outlook.com
NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

TAPISFORYOU.COM

www.likenew.ca

CSN - E&L Murray Erb
111 Arnold St. 1"?&15';399;'62 1892
New Hamburg, ON. £ 515 665-1895
N3A 2C6

Toll Free: 1-877-894-9773
E: merb@likenew.ca
24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)

ASSISTANCE AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

(AUTOMOTIVE

Sharon Leis at

To book this space call

519-580-5418 or email
sharonbleis@gmail.com

SERVICE & REPAIR

27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock
519-655-2500

AUTOPRO

échum

Full Service
Maintenance &
Repair on All
Makes & Models

272 Snyder’s Road, Baden
matt@badenauto.ca
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SERVICE DIRECTORY —

CABINETRY CONS TRUCTION EXCAVATING MORTGAGES TECHNICAL

y%ﬁﬁ

SELECTIVE

CABIMNETS

Spe0|al|2|ng in Custom Kitchens, Baths,
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster ¢ 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com
e-mail: selective @ sympatico.ca

39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

AGRICUETURATICOVIVIERETAT lﬁsn"i

B

PROJECT MANAGEMENT
DESIGN BUILD
=~

JEL=JOE

HAULAGE

EXCAVATING SERVICES o Like
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator Facebook
Randy Fletcher 519-272-3641

RESIDENTIAL
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL
e New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

[CARPENTRY

CHIROPRACTIC

LAFAY FAMILY

CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome
296 Ontario St. Stratford
519-273-4404

CONTRACTORS
ENTWISTLE

I
DRIVEWAYS

PATIOS | wal

STEPS | RETAINING WALLS

+ EXPOSED AGGREGATE

+ STAMPED

+ SPIN FLOWT entwi
+ BROOM FINISH L

JON WITZEL

CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction ¢ Additions
Renovations ¢ Decks and Fences
519-662-4239 * Cell 519-503-1588
Residential « Commercial * Agricultural « jonwitzel.com

Mi=Ye

el

ADDITIONS * RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS
DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON 519-655-2825

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

LZEHR

& MORE

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

FIVESTAR

CUSTOM CONCRETE LTO.

Foundations ¢ Floors ¢ Driveways  Sidewalks |
Jon Willsey 519-778-2616 Tavistock, ON

jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com
www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

CONSTRUCTION
ﬂgﬂﬂre Brian Stere

519-276-1851
CONSTRUCTION LIMITED
Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos
General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca » bstere@agcore.ca

BOOK THIS AD
SPACE TODAY!

Call Sharon Leis

at 519-580-5418
or email

sharonbleis@gmail.com

«EALEE

* BERVICE

- IPGRADES
-REFARS

FOCUS

computers inc

- Onsite and In-Store Service
- Competitive Pricing on
New & Used Computers
- After Sale Service That Can't Be Beat
- Virus Removal, Upgrades & More!

73 Peel Street
New Hamburg

Hours:
Mon - Thurs: Noon - 6:00
519-662-6720 Fri.: Noon - 7:00
www.focuscomputers.ca Sat.: 9:30 - 3:00

DENTIST

Tavistock/Dental

DR. KWOHN KIM

Offering V. Sedation,
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth
Replacement and Root Canal

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N.,
Tavistock, ON NOB 2RO
Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca
tavistockdental.ca

ELECTRICAL

Specializing in Agricultural, Solar,
Automation Control and EV Charging

-
G Crescent Ridge
S ER V I C E S

163 Hope St. W. Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
P.O. Box 495 Local: 519-655-6802
Tavistock, ON NOB 2RO Email:info@crescentridge.ca

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service | ECRA/
ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. » 519-655-2461

HEATING/COOLING

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

Installation, Sales & Service,
Residential, Commercial

TOTAL HEA
COOLIN

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **|

* Furnaces ¢ Air Conditioners
* Fireplaces
* Gas Piping * Sheet Metal Fabrication

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

Monteith Ritsma Phillips

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
519-655-2900

www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
.l KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
w 1 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock
* Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
* Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
* Massage Therapy * Reflexology
Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

RBC

/ Eric Miller
* Moblle Mortpope Speciodist
it '?‘Jl 5148

milleng@rbic com

Shopprng around
for a mortgage?

PLUMBING

McKay Plumbing

Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay

Owner/Operator

63 Hope St. W.
Box 899, Tavistock
NOB 2R0
519-301-1097

STORAGE
STORE YOUR STUFF!

MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11
INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE

114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock
Tel: 519-655-2355 ¢ Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX

Portable Storage Containers
Sizes 8'x12’ to 8'x24’
Store at your place or ours.
Phone 519-625-8510

markmckay@rogers.com

REAL ESTATE

EXPERIENGED - PROFESSIONAL: HONESIT

Serving DXFORD-PERTH-WATERLOD

BRI

Alison Willsey

RE/MAX

Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994

88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2

SANDRA EBY, sales Representative

a-b REALTY LTD.
BROKERAGE

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

mseby @rogers.com * www.remaxabrealty.ca m
Cell: 519-272-7676 ¥

Independently
| Owned & Operated

Res: 519-655-2548 °
Office: 519-273-2821

Country Geek

Computer Sales & Services
for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service
CONTACT DOUG TURVEY o

Cell: 519-537-9037 '

countrygeek33 @ gmail.com e

TRAVEL

Main office: 150 Queen St E,
St. Marys * 519-284-2332
210 Mill St, New Hamburg ¢ 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

PROMOTE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE

Call Sharon Leis
at 519-580-5418
or email

sharonbleis@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE

THINKING OF
MAKING A
MOVE?

KATE GINGERICH
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

kate@paulandkatekw.com
Q 226-789-3846

PAUL & KATE

nnnnnnnnnnnnnn
zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz

b INNNRTION

EXCELLENCE & 100% EFFORT IN MEETING ALL
YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

@ COLDWELL BAHKER
FETER ii-‘lfdil!
ELALTY. SRDEERASE

Liz Yundt
Realtor® | B.B.A, B.Ed

Cell | 519.272.9017

lizyundt.realtor@gmail.com

Horwe Pooctiders

88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

AL
ﬁPPLE CUSTOM HOMES AND RENOVATIONS ‘ '

Stop in and see us 206 Hope St. East, Tavistock
Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

R E /M Ax a-b realty BROKERAGE Brian: 519-272-3465  brian @brianwilnelm.com
Kyle: 519-574-7244 « kyle @brianwilhelm.com

-3 Brian Wilhelm, Broker
36"“” Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.
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Premium Quality Pet Food, Delivered FREE to Your Door!

A proud part of Wilmot Township's
heritage since 1994!

g 3514 Bleams Rd. New Hamburg

@f Order online today!

l-ﬂ\;!l TLCPETFOOD.COM 519-662-9500
PET FOOD EICNTY




