
By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
reporter

A grassroots organization has formed in 
East Zorra-Tavistock to raise concerns 
about a potential wind farm for the Cassel 
area. 

The Gazette broke a story last week after 
Prowind approached several landowners 
in the area for a new project, as well as 
landowners to the south, toward Innerkip, 
in hopes of rekindling a wind farm first 

introduced there eight years ago.

Davis Cunningham and Rick Hommes, 
both farmers who reside within the pro-
posed Cassel wind farm area, are leading 
the group. Sixty farmers and landown-
ers attended a meeting last Thursday at 
a local church to have a discussion and 
Cunningham said the overwhelming mes-
sage was to say no to the turbines. 

“It took us a while to get there because 
people were a little nervous and one of the 

suggestions from the audience was that 
we should take a vote. That went to, ‘Let’s 
have a show of hands,’ and I couldn’t see 
any who were opposed. We knew he had 
support going forward to go to council and 
give everybody a comfort level that they 
have a voice here.”

A presentation to EZT’s elected officials 
is expected at the Feb. 21 regular meeting 
in Hickson. The group has identified four 
main concerns and is pulling no punches 

By Galen Simmons

One of several Coldest Night of the Year 
events taking place in the Waterloo Region, 
the annual Wilmot rendition of the fundrais-
er walk will bring in much-needed support 
for the Wilmot Family Resource Centre food 
bank.

Hosted by the resource centre, this year’s 
walk will take place alongside similar fund-
raisers across the country on Feb. 24. The 
Wilmot event will begin at the New Hamburg 
Community Centre at 4 p.m. with a check-in 
and welcome speeches, and the walk itself – 
either a two or five-kilometer loop through 
downtown New Hamburg – will begin at 5 
p.m. After they’re done, walkers will gather 
at the New Hamburg Legion for a light meal 
at 6 p.m.

“This is one of our two main fundraisers 
throughout the year,” said Wilmot Coldest 
Night of the Year event director Amanda 
Humphreys. “We do our community luncheon 
in September and then this is the other main 
one. Our food bank usage has gone up quite a 
bit, so we are really counting on this to help 
us keep that program going.”

For more than 40 years, the Wilmot Family 
Resource Centre has been a leading provid-
er of social services, including a food-bank 
program, for people and families in the rural 
Wilmot and Wellesley townships.

Last year, the family resource centre food 
bank supported more than 9,200 people – an 
increase of nearly 2,000 people over the pre-
vious year – and distributed nearly 3,300 gro-
cery hampers, up by more than 500 hampers 
from those distributed in 2022. The number 
of new food-bank users also rose last year, 
from 49 in 2022 to 63 in 2023.

To support that program, event organizers 
have set a fundraising goal of $36,000, sim-
ilar to last year’s goal. So far, 93 walkers and 
20 teams of walkers have registered for the 

Wilmot Coldest Night of 
the Year fundraiser to 
benefit local food bank

Continued on page 3
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“There is only oneness.”

FREE

This photo of a pair of foxes was taken in a field between New Hamburg and Baden by Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook group member 
Ron Bricker. Photo courtesy of Show Us Your Wilmot

Citizens' group forms over proposed 
Cassel wind farm 

Continued on page 2
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when asked if one stands out. 

“It’s all four things, but the impact on the 
neighbourhood was our number-one point. 
Let’s try to avoid pitting neighbour against 
neighbour. Let’s treat everyone with re-
spect, even those who want to sign (con-
tracts). I am not going to spend any time 
coming up with things against Prowind. 
They are a business trying to put a product 
in place,” Cunningham said.

Another concern is the deterioration 
of prime agricultural land, something 
both farmers say they want to preserve. 
Cunningham said Hommes partnered with 
him for that very reason. 

“I own land here and Rick is a progressive 
young farmer looking to hand his farm 
down to his kids in the future. If there are 
enough people interested to make a go of 
it, then the next concern is setting these 
(turbines) far enough back so that we don’t 
impact people and livestock.” 

He added the setback regulations don’t 
make sense and many countries have in-
creased the distance required from animal 
or human life.  

The Feb. 1 meeting was initially by invita-
tion only and flyers were put in the mail-
boxes of people who are landowners and 
live in the Cassel area, omitting those who 
own land but live elsewhere. 

“We decided to go a little beyond those bor-
ders with people who were very close and 
would have a sightline of wind turbines. 
Unfortunately, a couple of people did come 
in and we had to have a conversation at the 
door just to say, ‘It’s nothing personal, but 
this meeting is not about pros and cons.’ We 
want to hear what our community has to 
say,” said Cunningham. 

One of those asked to leave owns land near 
Cassel and has already signed on to the 
project while the other owns land in the 
proposed project area closer to Innerkip. 

The Gazette reached out to the Ontario 

Federation of Agriculture (OFA) for their 
stance on wind farms in Oxford County 
and was given the following statement by 
Oxford and Elgin zone director Tracey Arts. 

“OFA understands that energy demands 
are increasing rapidly and our farm busi-
nesses are part of that growing demand. It 
will take a mix of all types of energy gen-
eration infrastructure to meet the growing 
demand for reliable, affordable and sus-
tainable power. Finding the balance be-
tween responsible land-use planning in 
rural areas and protecting Ontario's most 
viable food-producing lands is an import-
ant factor in the conversation.”

Cunningham admitted he was surprised 
when he read the OFA statement. 

“We used to be so protective of prime farm-
land. We need to keep protecting it. A com-
ment we heard from the people in the audi-
ence last week was they just want to farm. 
They love it, they want to produce and we 

need to be very sensitive in this country.” 

The group understands the push and the 
timeline of renewable energy in terms of a 
carbon-neutral footprint, but they believe 
wind farms aren’t the way. 

“You can’t just let everything go. It’s not the 
wild west. You need to have other options 
and think through what’s best,” he added.      

Another top-of-mind point for the group 
is the contracts required for a wind proj-
ect, which members say is heavily slanted 
toward Prowind in terms of where the tur-
bines are located and the required roadway 
to reach it, which is 20 feet wide. The two 
projects are also slated to use taller tur-
bines than the ones at Gunn’s Hill. A sub-
station would also require as much as two 
to three acres of land. 

Prowind vice president Helmut Schneider 
said the current agreement does not specify 
the exact height and several factors go into 
that decision. 

“The turbine dimensions are determined 
as per project requirements and in com-
pliance with local regulations and environ-
mental considerations. Turbine dimensions 
have indeed evolved and the two-megawatt 
turbines we used at Gunn’s Hill would not 
be considered efficient or effective in to-
day's standards.” 

He added a 145- to 165-metre turbine 
height is very common today. As for the 
contract, Schneider said it emphasizes fair-
ness, transparency and compliance with lo-
cal laws, aiming to balance both the compa-
ny's operational needs and the landowners' 
rights. 

“I am glad to meet with individual land-
owners to discuss details in the option 
agreement, listen to concerns and learn 
from them, and to find answers to any 
questions now and throughout the devel-
opment process.” 

The Gazette was told by a source there are 
enough people signed up with the project 
near Innerkip to move forward, but the 
Cassel project requires more interested 
landowners. 

“For the Innerkip project, we are en-
couraged by the interest shown so far,” 
Schneider said. “While this is a positive 
start, the project's progression will depend 
on various factors including further com-
munity engagement and regulatory ap-
provals. As for Cassel, we are currently in 
the process of engaging with the communi-
ty and assessing interest levels. The exact 
number of participants is still being deter-
mined as we continue our outreach efforts.”

Cunningham and Homme said they are 
planning another community meeting 
shortly. 

“I think the next one is going to morph into 
something much bigger,” said Cunningham, 
adding they are planning to have a speaker 
from a municipality who was successful in 
blocking a wind farm that already had con-
tracts signed with landowners.

Local group concerned about proposed wind farm 

 LIFE LEASE FOR SALE
UNIT #27
2705 KINGSWAY DRIVE

1 Bedroom / 1 Bathroom
830+ Sq Ft
Open Concept Layout
Private Driveway
Main Floor Laundry
Pet Friendly

Discover carefree living at Trinity Village Terraces. Tired
of cutting the grass and shoveling snow? No worries here,

that is all done for you! Plus, no maintenance either! 

Call today 519-896-3112
retirement@trinityvillage.com

www.trinityvillage.com

$399,900

David Cunningham and Rick Hommes have formed a community group to hear from Cas-
sel-area landowners with the end goal of preventing wind turbines in the area. Photo cour-
tesy of Rousant Poultry
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THIS WINTER, GOLF IN NEW HAMBURG!

182 UNION ST., NEW HAMBURG  •  519.662.1938  •  NEWHAMBURGONPARGOLF.CA

• DATE NIGHT SPECIALS
• KID’S BIRTHDAY PARTIES
• PRIVATE PARTIES
• WEEKLY LEAGUES FOR 
    ALL AGES
• LESSONS FROM OUR PRO

BOOK ONLINE

STATE OF THE ART GOLF SIMULATORS
HYDRAULIC PLATFORM WITH REALISTIC PLAY

fundraiser, and a little more than $11,200 
or 31 per cent of the goal has been raised.

“We are still looking for people to join us 
as team captains and then recruit some of 
their friends to join their team, and then 
for those people to reach out to friends 
and family for donations,” Humphreys 
said. “ … We’re looking to pick up the mo-
mentum here in the last few weeks. … 

This is a great event for team building. 
It’s really an opportunity for people in the 
community to come together for a good 
cause and give back to their community.”

For more information or to register a 
team for Coldest Night of the Year, visit 
cnoy.org/location/wilmot. Those who can’t 
make it out on Feb. 24 have the option to 
register, raise money and walk offsite with 
friends and family.

Wilmot’s Coldest Night of the Year fundraiser walk will take place in New Hamburg Feb. 24 
in support of the Wilmot Family Resource Centre. Contributed photo

Coldest Night of the 
Year fundraiser
Continued from page 1
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By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
reporter

Jon Ross and Chad James were brought to-
gether for a reason far different than beer, 
but the dynamic duo quickly realized they 
had common ground, eventually leading 
to the recently opened Madmash Brewery 
and Restaurant located in the heart of 
Tavistock.

The pair met through their children as 
Ross’ daughter was dating James’ son and 
the young couple moved into Ross’ home. 

“Chad is a drywaller and offered to help 
prepare the room where his son would 
stay. We discovered we had a shared love 
of craft beer, so we renovated the upstairs 
rooms to accommodate. He did the work 
and I just stood and watched while we 
drank craft beer.” 

While the kid's relationship didn’t last 
long, Ross and James’ friendship is still 
going. 

“The kids split up, but we’re still togeth-
er,” laughed James. “That’s pretty much the 
start of the story.”

At the beginning of the pandemic, Ross’ 
two sons came home from college and 
they decided to brew their beer by pur-
chasing a kit online. 

“I asked them if I could borrow it to try my 
hand at making beer, so I told Chad and 
he said tell me where and when and I’ll be 
there,” said Ross. 

James bought his equipment and they 
started brewing. “

Here we are four years later,” he said.

There seems to be a story for every step 
the two have taken to get to this point, in-
cluding how they found the location right 
at the five-corner in downtown Tavistock. 

“We were out at yard sales looking for an 
air compressor when we saw the for-rent 
sign,” said James. 

They called the owner but needed to check 
with the township to see if a brewery was 
even something they could do. 

“I was told the building was zoned for 
mercantile use and he wasn’t sure if a 
manufacturing facility could go in. I said 
to think of it as a restaurant that’s going to 
make its own soup in big batches that we 

will turn into beer,” said Ross. 

The response from EZT was eventually 
a yes, but there were still many hoops to 
jump through to make the dream reality. 

“They didn’t tell us all the things we were 
going to have to go through. We were hop-
ing to be open by the end of 2022,” he said.

The beer

Madmash has several beers on tap which 
are all the result of the duo experiment-
ing with recipes, both their own and those 
created by others. They first tried beers 
out of a catalogue with the ingredients 
that came along with them. 

“We started understanding how different 
grains and hops went together. Then we 

started experimenting on our own and 
came up with the recipes we use today,” 
said James. 

The operation has a total of 16 recipes in-
cluding a new one for February. 

“It’s a red ale with chocolate and cinnamon 
and we call it Gettin’ Lucky,” said Ross. 

Two of their most popular beers are the 
Cream Ale and the Tavi Light, which are 
popular with the Tavistock crowd, but 
some unique crafts like the Pineapple 
Gingy and Stoutastic are more for the 
craft beer lovers. 

“That’s very important. That’s how we put 
that list together. We want everyone to 
come in here and find a beer they enjoy,” 

said James. 

Madmash uses only Tavistock Hops and 
the bar also features a scotch, cocktail 
and wine menu including Chad’s Ceasar, 
which contains a shot of Tavistock Men’s 
Club sauerkraut.

The food

The edibles could best be described as 
British pub food. The menu features na-
chos, bangers and mash, several meat and 
mushroom pies and a selection of kids’ 
meals. 

Chef and long-time Tavistock resident 
Will Churchward spent 10 years at the 
Jasper Brewing Company in Alberta. 

“All of our pies are made from scratch right 
here onsite using traditional recipes. I can 
tell you I have been to Scotland and tried 
meat pies in pubs there, and what Will is 
producing is on par or better,” said Ross. 

“When we first started, we thought Jon 
and I could do the kitchen too. Now that 
Will is here, we realized we were idiots,” 
quipped James. 

People are now coming from out of the re-
gion for both the beer and the food now 
that the word is spreading. 

The pair still have their full-time jobs and 
spend time at the brewery when they can, 
but they have big plans going forward. 

“We are hoping we can do this again in an-
other location. That’s what we really want 
to do. Make this successful and grow the 
business,” said Ross. 

He added there is also a family aspect to 
the operation as Ross’ son Mac is a chef in 
training who came up with the recipe for 
the Scottish Cranachan desert and James’ 
son Austin, another chef in training, came 
up with the sauce on the latest burger. 

In the end, Ross said Madmash aims to 
provide a place where people can enjoy 
themselves. 

“We just love what we are doing. It’s a 
dream come true. It’s such a passion. We 
are here to serve the public to give them 
the best service, the best food. And if there 
is an issue, we want to know,” Ross said 
with James butting in to finish his busi-
ness partner’s thought. 

Cheers!

Unlikely partners open Tavistock brewery and 
restaurant

Friends and business partners Chad James, left, and Jon Ross have teamed up to open 
Tavistock’s first brewery and restaurant.
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Petersburg’s Drive 

Thru Valentine’s Dinner 
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By Marilyn Pearson

As a way of exposing the residents of Tavistock to the 
rich heritage of the village, the Tavistock and District 
Historical Society (TDHS) has constructed two display 
cases filled with artifacts and located in various spots in 
the village, outside of the museum.

The first case was set up in the Tavistock Library in 2022 
and since then has displayed articles related to a specific 
theme that changes every few months. The current dis-
play is focused around Valentine’s Day. Featured in the 
Library is a collection of vintage Valentine’s cards and 
postcards sent to loved ones by soldiers at the front in 
the First World War, old heart-shaped chocolate boxes 
detailed with fine lace, and unique and colourful 3-D val-
entines in mint condition.

Also on theme, there is section of the case devoted to one 
of Tavistock’s most prominent citizens, Valentine Stock. 
Stock was a teacher at first and then took over the gen-
eral store that was at Tavistock’s main intersection where 
the post office now stands. In 1902, Valentine became 
MPP for South Perth. It was he who proposed a motion 
that everyone who drives a car should carry a registra-
tion and license with them. It is Valentine, then, that you 
should thank whenever you get stopped by the police.

A second display case has now been built and is pres-
ently set up in the Tavistock Scotia Bank. The theme in 

this case is, “Early days of hockey in Tavistock and com-
munity.” The first recorded hockey game in Tavistock was 
played on Feb. 17, 1899, between a local team and one 
from New Hamburg. There were seven men on a side (in-
cluding a rover), no substitutions were allowed, forward 
passes were forbidden, and the referee used a bell in-
stead of a whistle. The players had to skate around the 
support beam at centre ice that held up the roof. New 
Hamburg’s 4-1 win was the start of a rivalry that has con-
tinued to this day.

Other items in the hockey display include a photo of 
Tavistock’s first hockey team taken from the Lemp Studio 
Collection; a picture of the 1905 Lafayette Cup champion-
ship team; a Black-and-White uniform from the famous 
Cassel Blackshirts; a leather Jacket from the Harmony 
Hurricanes; and various trophies and vintage items in-
cluding old skates, darned socks and well-worn gloves.

The TDHS would like to thank the library and Scotia 
Bank for allowing for the display of these artifacts. The 
plan is to keep changing both the displays regularly and 
their location to give Tavistock’s history as wide an expo-
sure as possible. 

The Tavistock Museum, located at 37 Maria St., is also 
now open again every third Saturday from 1-4 p.m. All 
are welcome.

Tavistock and District Historical Society establishes 
two traveling display cases  

This is one of two displays featuring historical artifacts in 
Tavistock created by the Tavistock District Historical Soci-
ety. This case, located inside Scotia Bank, features artifacts 
from the early days of hockey in Tavistock. Contributed pho-
to

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 
GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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1-888-4AL-ANON • AL-ANON.ORG

NOT EVERYONE

BY ALCOHOL IS AN 
TRAPPED

ALCOHOLIC
Families and friends

are suffering too

1-800-706-9833
al-anon.alateen.on.ca

App
available

Al-Anon & Alateen
could help

By Mercedes Kay Gold

Falling in love, marriage and 
building their lives as a cou-
ple flowed into family fun over 
the past 13 years for Kat and 
Matthew Cottrill and, for Kat, the 
overwhelmingly emotional gift 
of their beloved fraternal twins 
in 2021 was the motivation she 
needed to turn her crafting into a 
homebased small business. 

Kat and Matthew decided to be 
surprised in the delivery room 
and were therefore showered 
with gads of gender-neutral gifts 
before the big day. The need to 
tell the twins apart ignited Kat’s 
imagination. 

Kat began buying fun fabrics, 
creating one-of-a-kind hair bows 
exclusively for her own bundle of 
joy, Grace. Under the name, With 
Love and Grace, Kat set up a tiny 
table in March 2022 at a Listowel 
market, marking the birth the 
family-owned, New Hamburg 
based business focused on cre-
ating family passion stitched to-
gether in a cute line of children’s 
accessories.

It’s not easy to juggle family, work 
life and a thriving side hustle, but 
these two busy bees are living 
the dream. Country markets are 

an opportunity to meet and greet 
their clientele. The in-person 
events lead to lots of requests 
and custom orders. 

Seemingly overnight, Kat ex-
panded her line of products. She 
added matching hairbands for 
momma and tot and an extensive 
earring selection from leather 
to polymer clay and vegan. Not 

to be left out of the spotlight, 
Grace’s twin brother is the in-
spiration behind Noah’s Line – 
clip-on bowties for little humans, 
followed up with snappy bowties 
for pets. 

Giving back is an integral part of 
their mission. As this labour of 
love literally began at 35 weeks 
with the premature birth of the 

couple’s twins in the special care 
nursery at the Stratford General 
Hospital, the decision to donate 
money to good causes was sim-
ple. With Love and Grace lov-
ingly donates 10 per cent from 
every purchase to the Canadian 
Premature Babies Foundation 
and the Stratford General 
Hospital Foundation for the hos-
pital’s special care nursery. 

Almost two years since its first 
farmer’s market table, With 
Love and Grace is busy filling 
and shipping orders thanks to a 
thriving online presence, and is 
selling its wares in three local 
stores. This March, the unique 
artisan and handcrafted love will 
be in full bloom at spring mar-
kets in Listowel, Stratford and 
Brussels. 

 Visit withloveandgrace.ca and 
follow on social @withloveand-
graceca for more information.

With Love and Grace: The birth of a homebased business

Inspired by the birth of her twins, Grace and Noah, Kat Cottrill founded With Grace and Love, a small New Ham-
burg business that sells lovingly handcrafted children’s accessories. Photo by Kat Cottrill  

Noah’s Line includes snappy, clip-
on bow ties for little humans and 
pets. Photo by Kat Cottrill
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By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
reporter

Police are asking the public for help identi-
fying a suspect linked to a robbery in East 
Zorra-Tavistock.

At about 10 p.m. Jan. 31, Oxford Ontario Provincial 
Police investigated a robbery at the Esso gas sta-
tion on Highway 59 in Huntingford. Police say a 
male entered the store, demanded cash and left 
on foot. No injuries have been reported. 

Const. Randi Crawford said the investigation is 
continuing but there are no new details to report. 
An employee at the store tells the Gazette the 
clerk working at the time was shaken up but is 
okay. 

The suspect is described as a white male, wear-
ing a black balaclava, a black hoodie with a grey 
hoodie underneath, light-washed blue jeans with 
rips and tears, and black socks with no shoes. 

Members of the Oxford OPP Crime Unit are ac-
tively conducting an ongoing investigation and 
are appealing to the public for assistance. 

Anyone with relevant information including vid-
eo surveillance footage from the surrounding area 
in the time leading up to and following the rob-
bery should get in touch with the OPP at 1-888-
310-1122. People can also call Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or leave an anonymous 
online tip at www.oxfordcrimestoppers.com. 

OPP looking for shoeless suspect after EZT robbery
COMMUNITY —

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE

 In stock for immediate delivery 

Sales, Service & Parts

2023 Sorento2024 Kia Seltos 2023 Kia EV6

2024 Kia Niro EV 2024 Kia Forte

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

Oxford County OPP are asking the public 
for help identifying a suspect (pictured) 
involved in a recent robbery at the Esso 
gas station on Highway 59 in Hunting-
ford. Contributed photo

The Esso gas station on Highway 59 in Huntingford was robbed at around 10 p.m. Jan. 
31. Photo by Lee Griffi
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COMMUNITY —
Show Us Your Wilmot

Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook group member Darryl Gin-
gerich shot this closeup of a cardinal in his Wilmot-area 
backyard. Photo courtesy of Show Us Your Wilmot

Be sure to view through the open house to see for 
yourself just how much this property has to offer, 
currently only being used as residential, with the 
zoning being commercial, this property offers store 
front commercial space and potential for one or two 
residential units (with Township approval) or run your 
business and live in the same building.  Located in 
the heart of downtown Tavistock, with the front of the 
building fronting on Woodstock Street South and the 
rear of the building fronting on Decew Street.  If you 
are an investor looking for an investment property 
or a family looking for a home with 4 or 5 bedrooms, 
this might be just what you have been looking for, 
immediate possession is available.

ARE YOU DREAMING OF A NEWER HOME?? Built in 2020 this 
stunning custom-built home by Apple Home Builders offers 
2690 square feet of living space plus an unspoiled basement. 
This great family home offers so much for your growing family, 
features include a spacious eat in kitchen with an island and 
breakfast bar, quartz countertop, sliders off the dining area to 
a deck, lower-level patio, fully fenced rear yard big enough 
for that inground pool that you have always wanted, or room 
for your children to play or your pets to run. If you have young 
children, this home offers 4 bedrooms and 2 full baths all 
on the upper level, and if needed the main floor offers a 5th 
bedroom. This home is not a drive by and is definitely a home 
you should view it might be just the home that you have been 
dreaming of, call to view or view through the open house.

OPEN HOUSES

88 Wellington Street, 
Stratford, ON N5A 2L2

Sandra Eby, Sales Representative

Office: 519-273-2821 or Cell: 519-272-7676 Email: mseby@rogers.com 

SATURDAY, FEB. 10TH

10:30-12:00 NOON
57 WOODSTOCK ST. S., 

TAVISTOCK
MLS#40516788

$549,900

SATURDAY, FEB. 10TH

1:00-3:00 PM
60 HOLLEY AVENUE, 

TAVISTOCK
MLS#40534065

$939,900

Gala, Idared, Empire, Cortland, Northern Spy, Red and Golden 
Delicious, Mutsu, and Russet. Apple products, Fresh local 

produce, Honey, Jams, Pickles and Gift Baskets.

New Local Products:
Kintore Coffee and Deep Purple Lavender.

California Navel Oranges • Florida Red Grapefruit

Call 519-462-2259 or 519-462-2947
596633 County Rd 59, 3 miles south of Tavistock

HOURS: January to March: Wednesday to Saturday 9-5

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Facing a 10.6 per-cent hike to the tax 
levy, some members of council are 
calling for more information to be 
available to them and the public.

A pair of motions were put before 
council at the last regular meeting, 
one by Coun. Kris Wilkinson who 
asked all departments to release 
quarterly reports outlining key per-
formance indicators, budget vari-
ances and other pertinent informa-
tion. The second motion, tabled by 
Coun. Harvir Sidhu, demands a de-
tailed, line-by-line breakdown for 
next year’s budget deliberations that 
would be structured in a manner that 
more closely aligns with formats used 
by area municipalities. Sidhu’s motion 
was passed while Wilkinson’s was de-
ferred to a May council meeting.

“Understanding that we are current-
ly facing a challenging financial sit-
uation, I feel it would be prudent to 
ask for and receive a quarterly report 
from each department on their activ-
ities, goals, KPIs, year-to-date budget 
spending, and various other analyses 
in there as well,” said Wilkinson, not-
ing the information would provide 
greater transparency for the public. 

“We're operating as if we're a start-
up organization in the 1970s when, 
in fact, we’re a township operating in 
2024.” 

Wilkinson also asked the clerk’s of-
fice to explore the potential of a 
dashboard or document the public 
could have access to that would pro-
vide a summary of items on upcom-
ing agendas. 

“If citizens want to delegate on a mat-
ter they can plan appropriately as op-
posed to having to wait for the agen-
da,” he added.

Coun. Stewart Cressman brought up a 
concern regarding the amount of ad-
ditional time it would take for town-
ship directors to provide more de-
tailed reports. CAO Sharon Chambers 
explained she hasn’t had time to have 
a detailed discussion with staff. 

“There would be additional resources 
required to support this ask. We cur-
rently do not have resources to sup-
port the development of this.” 

She added Wilkinson’s request to 
have the information pulled together 
following the first quarter just isn’t 
realistic, but she does agree with the 
premise. 

“These are excellent goals for us to 
have and we should be working to-
wards them.” 

One area of weakness at the township 
seems to be the technology available 
to staff to produce the information 
councillors are asking for. 

“I would suggest to you right now, 

based on the systems that we have in 
place, we don't have good information 
to identify truly what the costs are of 
our service delivery. I think that there 
would be significant work around the 
systems to be able to provide the in-
formation that council needs,” said 
Chambers.

When speaking to his motion Sidhu 
referenced Woolwich Township, 
which provided its councillors with 
a line-by-line document. He believes 
implementing a similar system in 
Wilmot would help staff and council 
by seeing where potential efficiencies 
could be made come budget time. 

“If you are at home and doing your 
budgeting, sometimes it is easier if 
you write down line by line what you 
are spending as opposed to just look-
ing at the big picture. And when you 
do that, you can identify areas of holy 
smokes, I’m spending too much on 
this, that, or the other thing.” 

He added he is somewhat baffled 
about how it got to this point. 

“We don't know what we're spending 
on, how much we're spending on it. I 
mean, being a business owner, I don't 
know how this township has been op-
erating. It kind of baffles me, really.”

Wilmot is hoping to have the 2024 
budget passed by the end of February.

Wilmot Township council asking 
for greater financial transparency
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COMMUNITY —

2023 Nissan Kicks

$24,999 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 19,515 KM

2022 Nissan Versa

$23,495 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 21,402 KM

2022 Mazda CX-9 Touring

$41,495 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 21,998 KM

2019 Ford Mustang GT

$39,495 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 30,964 KM

2020 Ford Escape Titanium

$34,495 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 10,215 KM

2021 Dodge Challenger R/T

$49,495 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 15,119 KM

2022 Mazda 3 GT

$31,999 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 32,150 KM

2019 Nissan Altima

$19,999 + HST & lic

LOW KMS -99,156 KM
2019 Nissan Rogue SL

$25,495 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 66,891 KM

2021 Nissan Sentra

$22,999 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 64,550 KM

2016 Chevrolet Malibu

$18,999 + HST & lic

LOW KMS -54,005  KM

FROM A TO Z, WE’VE GOT YOUR IDEAL PRE-OWNED CAR – AFFORDABLE AND RELIABLE!

STRATFORD NISSAN

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

BAD CREDIT... NO PROBLEM!. We work with multiple banks and credit unions to get you APPROVED with LOWEST RATE POSSIBLE! All Credit 
Approved with $0 Down.

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519.273.3119

www.stratfordnissan.com

STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00  PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon.-Fri. 8:00-5:00

2020 Hyundai Ioniq Electric 

$27,999 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 33,380 KM

2021 Honda Civic Touring

$29,999 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 46,539 KM

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
reporter

A resident living on a shared road in 
Oxford County may eventually get her 
wish for a name change. Valerie Hobbs has 
taken her request to Zorra and East Zorra-
Tavistock Councils for what she calls safe-
ty concerns. 

Formerly known as the 9th Line, the 22-
km road that separates Zorra and East 
Zorra-Tavistock townships is currently 
named the Zorra/East Zorra-Tavistock 
Line. The road is jointly maintained by the 
two municipalities.

Hobbs presented a petition of over 100 
names when she spoke to members of 
Zorra Township council Jan. 17. Those 
elected officials were convinced and 
passed a motion stating that council di-
rect staff to undertake consultations with 
residents of Zorra/East Zorra-Tavistock 
Line as well as emergency services to get 

feedback and concerns related to a poten-
tial name change. They also voted to col-
laborate with EZT staff and bring a report 
back to council in the fall of this year.

At Wednesday morning’s East Zorra-
Tavistock council meeting, Hobbs also 
spoke and submitted the same petition 
and put the ball in that court. 

“They passed what I think was an identi-
cal motion to the Zorra one. The residents 
here would be pleased to see this move 
forward,” she told the Gazette. 

She and her fellow residents are hopeful 
a name change will be made in 2024, but a 
bit of a wrench has been thrown in by the 
nation’s postal service. 

“Canda Post has, up until recently, called us 
the 9th Line but now they have discovered 
we are on the Zorra/East Zorra-Tavistock 
Line. We have one year to change our ad-
dresses to (that name). It would be nice if 
(the councils) would select a new name 

ahead of that.” 

She added Canada Post has told her they 
will update the name to whatever is de-
cided by the two councils. The name was 
changed from 9th Line in 1996.

Residents say the confusion makes it dif-
ficult for both couriers and emergency 
services to locate homes and businesses, 
though for the most part, “It’s mostly not 
a problem for the local fire departments, 
they all understand it. But its people com-
ing from out of the area who aren’t famil-
iar with the road names. It really is very 
confusing,” Hobbs explained. 

Another concern is the length of the name 
itself which has to be shortened on forms 
of identification like a driver’s license.

Now that it appears both councils are on 
board with the name change, the next ob-
vious step is to come up with a new one. 
Hobbs said there are two that have been 
tossed around by residents. 

“Most residents have suggested 47th Line 
because of the ease with the numbering 
system. Our 911 numbers all start with 
47 but I did mention an idea from Zorra 
council to name it Lupton Line. At the end 
of the day, residents just want it changed 
and will go along with whatever council 
decides.” 

Lupton Line would be a tribute to Margaret 
Lupton who retired recently after 31 years 
of service in municipal government in-
cluding a stint as mayor of Zorra and 
councillor at East Zorra-Tavistock.

“Many neighbours share frustration at 
this very long name. It makes it difficult 
for both couriers and emergency services 
to locate our homes and businesses. It is 
further confusing as the word Zorra ap-
pears on signs throughout the townships. 
Also, Canada Post still officially calls the 
road 9th Line and does not recognize the 
current name.

Residents look to rename stretch of EZT and Zorra Road
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LONG, Arthur (Art) William Joseph
Arthur (Art) Long went 
to his heavenly home on 
Tuesday, January 30, 2024, 
at the age of 87.

Beloved husband and 
best friend of Jeanette 
(nee. Schnarr) with whom 
he shared 61 years of 
marriage.

Loving and proud father of 
Kim Child (Pete), Sandra 

Martin (Brad), Rick Long (Bonnie). Caring grand-
pa of Jodie Honderich (Daryl Murphy), Brooke 
Honderich, Erin Frenette (Justin), Stephanie 
Breitkopf (Derek), Ricky Long (Courtney), 
Danielle Long (Cody White). Special great grand-
pa of Mackenzie and Madison Mueller, Alexandra 
and Lily Murphy, Ava and Parker Frenette, Cole, 
Ben and Ryan Breitkopf, Jade and Jocelyn White. 
Also survived by caring nieces and nephews. Dear 
brother to Kathleen Morrison (Carl deceased) and 
sister-in-law Patricia Ziegler (Paul)

Art was predeceased by his mother and fa-
ther Stella and Emerson Long and his in-laws 
Marguerite and Wilson Schnarr, his sisters and 
brothers-in-law Marion and Irvine Silverthorne, 
Leone and Al Gunn and sisters Violet and Cora 
in infancy. Brothers Osborne (Irene), Edgar and 
Albert.

Art enjoyed life and his family above all. He 
owned and operated several businesses and spent 
his last 24 years of his working career at The 
Kitchener Public Library in Maintenance becom-
ing manager of facilities. After retiring he drove 
school bus for Laidlaw for several years,

Special thanks to the PSW’s, the Palliative team 
and nurse Bobbi for their kind and compassionate 
care enabling Art to remain at home.

Relatives and friends were invited to join the fam-
ily on Friday, February 2, 2024, at the Mark Jutzi 
Funeral Home, 291 Huron Street, New Hamburg, 
from 5 – 8 p.m. and again on Saturday, February 
3, 2024, from 10:00 – 10:45 at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 23 Church Street, New Hamburg. The 
funeral followed visitation at the church at 11:00 
a.m. Pastor Tanya Varner officiated.  Art will be 
laid to rest in Parkview Cemetery, Waterloo.

As expressions of sympathy, donations would 
be accepted to Trinity Lutheran Church or KW 
Humane Society and can be done on the funeral 
home website.

Personal condolences and donation information 
can be found at www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

OBITUARY CELEBRATION

COMMUNITY —

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Programs each Sunday for children during service. 
St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.
St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212 
Pastor Jim Brown
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon 
discussion. All are welcome

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP

 

Pancake Supper 
on Shrove Tuesday February 13th 

 

from 5pm-7:00pm 

             at  

 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

1716 Snyder’s Rd E., Petersburg 

Handicapped accessible  

Free will donations 

will be accepted at the door  

to go to  

Grand River Hospital Foundation 
Scotland’s Yard -kids cancer care 

Contact:  Joyce 519-745-7246 

 

 

Pancake Supper 
on Shrove Tuesday February 13th 

 

from 5pm-7:00pm 

             at  

 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

1716 Snyder’s Rd E., Petersburg 

Handicapped accessible  

Free will donations 

will be accepted at the door  

to go to  

Grand River Hospital Foundation 
Scotland’s Yard -kids cancer care 

Contact:  Joyce 519-745-7246 

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

PICK UP YOUR COPY OF

New Hamburg
Thrift Centre, Short Stop, Sobeys, Office Pro, No Frills, 

Mario's Chicken, Library, McDonalds, Tim Hortons, 
Nith Valley Butcher, The Whining Tree, Town Square 

Pharmasave, Heart'n Home Creations, Cook's Pharmacy, 
Great Canadian Dollar, Wilmot Recreation Centre, 
Pizza Arca, Old Country Restaurant, TLC Pet Food

Tavistock
Double D's Restaurant, D&D Homestyle Cuisine, Tim 

Hortons, Hasty Market, Sam's Independent
Quehl's Restaurant, IDA Pharmacy, Shell Gas, Library,

Tavistock Arena, Scotia Bank

Wellesley
Pym's, Schmidt's Bulk Pantry, Cook's Pharmacy

Schmidtsville Restaurant, Wellesley Service
Shakespeare

Shakespeare Brewery, Shakespeare Variety

St. Agatha
Pfennings Store, Hasty Market

Petersburg
Petro Canada Gas Bar

Stratford
Food Basics, Sobeys, No Frills, Klomps Home & Garden

Baden
Tim Hortons, Circle K, Subway, Mars Variety,

Baden Coffee Company, Pharmacy in Baden Plaza

New Dundee
New Dundee Village Market

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT

Carman and Debbie Wettlaufer are thrilled 

to announce the arrival of their newest

grandson, Austin Nolan.

Austin arrived early on December ��, ����,

weighing in at a mighty � pounds, �� ounces.

Proud parents are Allissa and Nolan Steckly,

along with big sisters and brother, Danica,

Tessa and Kasper.

Congratulations to Gramma June and

Grampa Rod Steckly of Milverton.

Welcome to the World AustinWelcome to the World Austin  

BABY STECKLY

N.H. INC.
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By Jake Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

February 5-12, 2014, Edition (10 years ago)

The late George Thornton, his parents, 
the late Harry and Jessie, his sisters, Beth 
Snow and Margaret Ogar, and his brother, 
Alfred, firmly believed in the 4-H motto and 
pledge, the benefits of 4-H membership and 
what this organization offers for the youth 
and the community. George wanted his love 
of 4-H and his farm to be remembered as 
his lifetime achievement. He left his estate 
of $235,000 to the Oxford 4-H Association.

The Tavistock-based synchro teams had 
busy weekends with Team Unity Beginner 
I placing second at Synchro Capers invi-
tational and first at the Ontario Region-
al Synchronized skating competition in 
Oakville. The Tavistock Unity Adult II team 
placed first at Synchro Capers in Oakville 
and achieved their highest score becoming 
Ontario Regional Champions in the Adult II 
category.

East Zorra-Tavistock firefighters from the 
Tavistock Station attend a single-vehicle 
rollover on the Maplewood Sideroad just 

east of Hwy. 59 north of Tavistock on Fri-
day afternoon. No one was injured in the 
accident.

February 4-11, 2004, Edition (20 years ago)

A 10-year-old Tavistock girl suffered a bad-
ly bruised right leg when she was struck by 
a car at the main intersection on Monday 
evening around 5:19 p.m. A witness saw the 
girl, ran into the path of the car and slipped. 
She was transported to Stratford General 
hospital by ambulance. 

The former Super Scoop building at 18 Hope 
Street West in Tavistock has seen some pos-
itive changes in the last few months. It has 
been transformed into the Tavistock Phys-
iotherapy Centre by registered physiother-
apist Hans Dijk and associates. 

Once again, the Tavistock Braves will finish 
their regular season in first place, earning 
the Bauer Division trophy in the Junior De-
velopment League with a current record of 
30-8-1-0 with one game to play.

February 1-8, 1984, Edition (40 years ago)

The third Annual Spelling Bee was held in 
the Tavistock Library Hall on Tuesday by 
the Tavistock Optimist Club. Adam Robb 
walked away with $25 for first place fol-
lowed by John Schwartzentruber who re-
ceived $15 in second place.

Here in the Tavistock area, Katimavik vol-
unteers have spent the last three months 
working with the disabled at Pineview Sta-
bles near New Hamburg and at Baden Pub-
lic School. Before traveling to Quebec, the 
team will work with Nithview Seniors in 
New Hamburg.

The January meeting of Baby Band was 
held on the 18th with 25 mothers and 44 
children in attendance. The children sung 
songs and read stories.

February 6-13, 1964, Edition (60 years ago)

More than 250 people from the area en-
joyed a serving of pancakes at the shop of 
Harry Nuttall last Friday when a pancake 
festival was held with the co-operation of 
International Harvester Company.

With a score of 816 for three games, Mahlon 
Leis was top alley bowler in the Tavistock 
and District Men’s Alley Bowling League at 
Les and Hap’s Lanes last week. In second 
place was Len Youngblut with a score of 
639.

Despite inclement weather and slippery 
roads, more than 200 people attended the 
dance at the Memorial Hall Saturday night. 
Music for dancing was by Royce Riehl and 
his country cousins.

The Old Gazettes

COMMUNITY — WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S
All are welcome
Service led by Rev Marg Smith
Music by Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Pastor Steve Hoffard 
Church Office 519-655-2372
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com
Masks welcomed but not required
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Interim Pastor Harold Schlegel.
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am, 
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship 
service.

Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario
Questions or Need Help?
Text or Call: (519) 655-2413
tavistockbc.org
Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer
Regular Services 2pm

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

BIRTHDAYS ANDBIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIES
BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES
BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES

Does someone in your family have a special day coming up? Let us 
know at thewtgazette@gmail.com to appear in our Birthdays and 
Anniversaries listing or to arrange for a special announcement ad. 

February 8: Happy birthday to Noah Waymouth (7) and 
Benjamin Roth (16).

February 9: Happy birthday to Breana Blum (16) and 
Kelsey Ramseyer.

February 10: Happy birthday to Emma Gear (12).

February 11: Happy birthday to Natalie Marucci (9), 
Lauryn Marucci (9), and Ray Ramseyer (82).

February 12: Happy birthday to Jacob Crowley (17).

February 13: Happy birthday to Simeon Hulcoop (4).
Margot Gabereau (1) 

February 14: Happy birthday to Rob McLeod, Liz Raymer 
and Eleanor Raymer and anniversaries for Leah and 
Jarod Adams (5th) and Scott and Katie Hamilton (8th).

We accept all announcements - weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, new baby, etc.
For pricing call Sharon 519-580-5418 or email sharonbleis@gmail.com.

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1. What number does M represent in 
Roman Numerals?

2. In the animated kid’s show Franklin, 
who is Franklin’s best friend?

3. Who was the longest serving host of 
the “Late-Night” show?

4. The Bay of Pigs invasion, planned to 
overthrow who?

5. What is the Super Bowl trophy 
called?

6. Wikipedia launched in what year?

7. What do you call the metal piece that 
separates the pencil and the eraser?

8. What are the three secondary 
colours?

9. What social media platform has the 
most users?

10. Which vertebrate animal has the 
longest lifespan?

Answers found on page 26
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By Galen Simmons

Minor hockey players, their coaches and 
family members managed to bring in more 
than 1,850 lbs of non-perishable food 
and $250 in cash during the second-an-
nual New Hamburg Huskies Winter 
Classic hockey tournament at the Wilmot 
Recreation Complex Jan. 19-21.

Hosted by the New Hamburg Hokey 
Association, the tournament saw a total 
of 30 U9, U10 and U11 teams from across 
southern Ontario play in more than 60 
games over the weekend.

“It was an exciting weekend as it's gener-
ally the first tournament the U9 group can 
play full ice in,” winter classic tournament 
convenor Mike St. Croix told the Gazette. 
“The most successful part of the tourna-
ment was the off-ice portion where I host-
ed a donation draw for many great prizes 
that were donated.”

For each non-perishable food item a hock-
ey player or family member brought in, 
they received a ticket in the draw. In total, 
1,852 lbs of food and $250 was donated to 
the Wilmot Family Resource Centre food 
bank.

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
reporter

If Saturday’s battle in Wilmot is any indi-
cation of what’s to come in the upcoming 
Doherty Division playoffs, fans will be in 
for one heck of a treat.

New Hamburg outlasted Tavistock for a 
3-2 overtime victory Saturday night with 
Owen Sculthorp’s eighth of the season 
and second of the game. Special teams 
played a big part in the game as the Braves 
went 0 for 6 on the powerplay while the 
Firebirds converted 2 of their 3 chances. 
Stephen Pappas gave Tavistock a 1-0 lead 
late in the first before Sculthorp tied it up 
with 38 seconds remaining. Riley Benko 
forced overtime after Carter Arsenault 
gave Tavistock a 3-2 lead.  

Braves general manager Jordan Zehr said 
the team seems to be coming together at 
the right time. We had a tough weekend 
coming right out of the holiday break, but 
since then we have been playing at a lev-
el we are much happier with. For us, we 
feel we are playing our best hockey when 
we are taking care of all the small details 
at both ends of the ice. Doing that allows 
us to play with more consistency, which is 
very important to our success.” 

Despite the loss in New Hamburg on the 
weekend, Zehr said the game offered a 
taste of what’s to come. 

“I thought it was a good, playoff-style 
game. We would have liked to hang on 
and get out of there with the win, but we 
have a lot of positives to take away from 
that game as we continue down the final 
stretch of games.” 

With less than a month left in the regu-
lar season, Zehr said he wants to see the 
team continue to do the little things re-
quired to win at a high level. 

“We need to continue to put focus on the 
things that generate success for us as a 
team. This division has never been as 
competitive as it is this season from top to 
bottom, so there are no nights off. Getting 
our mindset into that playoff mode to be 
prepared for a competitive first round, 
whoever we end up playing, will be very 
important.” 

On Friday, Tavistock hosted Norwich in a 
game that saw the Braves score five con-
secutive goals in the third on the way to 
a 9-2 victory. Peppas scored twice and 
added an assist to lead the attack while 
Andrew Van Boekel had a single marker 

and two helpers. Kaden Brame and Jabob 
Reid-Brant added a pair of goals each. 

New Hamburg hosted Paris on Friday and 
won by a 7-4 count. Owen Fischer netted 
his 30th of the season for the Firebirds. 
Justin McManus and Jake Thompson 
chipped in with two goals each.

Wellesley split their weekend games, 
downing Norwich 4-1 at home on 
Saturday before dropping a 4-2 decision 
in Hespeler on Sunday.

Over 1,800 lbs of food donated 
after Winter Classic hockey tourney

PJHL Roundup: Firebirds top Braves in overtime

SPORTS —

TAVISTOCK ROYALS SR. “AA” HOCKEY

Tavistock Royals vs
Durham 
Thundercats
Sunday, Feb. 11th  
at 1:30 p.m.
Tavistock & District 
Recreation Centre

AA 
Quarterfinals

Game 2

vs.
TAVISTOCK BRAVES 
VS NORWICH MERCHANTS

COME OUT AND ENJOY

 JUNIOR HOCKEY ACTION!

TAVISTOCK BRAVES

JR. HOCKEY
 Friday, Feb. 9th -7:30 pm

TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT  RECREATION CENTRE

Team PLAYER POS GP G A PTS
WNV Davin Gray F 36 15 43 58
NHF Owen Fischer F 34 30 24 54
WNV Nolan Brett F 35 23 26 49
HES Boden White F 29 19 23 42
NHF Tyler Reid D 33 14 26 40
NHF Owen Bruder F 34 17 20 37
NHF Jake Thompson F 33 17 18 35
HES Jack Restauri F 35 10 25 35
WNV Ethan Szabo F 30 13 21 34
TAV Nicolas Thibodeau F 35 13 19 32
NOR Joel Storoschuk F 33 13 16 29
NOR Malcom Scott F 34 14 14 28
TAV Stephen Peppas F 32 13 15 28
NHF Owen Sculthorp F 16 8 20 28
WNV Brodie Kearns F 28 8 20 28
NOR Brandon Balazs F 30 14 13 27
WNV Chris Coulter D 29 12 15 27
TAV Ian Glendinning F 35 10 17 27
WNV Tyler Smeda D 36 10 17 27
TAV Jacob Reid-Brant F 34 10 16 26
NHF Matt Domm D 31 5 21 26
HES Andrew Harris F 32 14 11 25
WNV Ty Crombie F 29 10 14 24
NHF Antonio Pasqualino F 31 5 19 24

PJHL - South Doherty Division
2023-24 Point Leaders

GP W L OTL T PTS
Woodstock Navy Vets 36 27 6 3 0 57
New Hamburg Firebirds 36 27 7 2 0 56
Tavistock Braves 35 21 11 1 2 45
Norwich Merchants 36 14 16 5 1 34
Wellesley Applejacks 34 15 18 1 0 31
Hespeler Shamrocks 35 10 23 2 0 22
Paris Titans 36 8 25 2 1 19

PJHL STANDINGS
South Doherty Division

NEWS
SPORTS

SHARE YOUR LOCAL S�ORTS

STORY IDEAS WITH US. 

EMAIL:

GALEN@GRANTHA�EN.COM

Members of the U10 New Hamburg Huskies recently delivered 1,852 lbs of food and $250 
in cash donations collected during the New Hamburg Huskies Winter Classic to the Wilmot 
Family Resource Centre food bank. Photo by Natalie St. Croix

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN 

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 

OR EMAIL SHARONBLEIS@GMAIL.COM
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SATURDAY,  MARCH 2ND |  1 1  AM –  1  PM

FREE HOT DR INKS & FOOD UPSTAIRS

SPONSORED BY:  

AT THE TAVISTOCK ARENA
1  ADAM STREET ,  TAVISTOCK,  ON

FREE FAMILY SKATE
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SPORTS —

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
reporter

Fourth-place Tavistock will battle fifth-
place Durham in the Ontario Elite Hockey 
League playoffs. Anything can happen 
come the postseason, but on paper, this 
looks about as close as it gets.

The two teams split a pair of games in the 
regular season with the Thundercats tak-
ing the first meeting 5-3, and the Royals 
winning the second by a 5-4 count. Durham 
finished just one point back of Tavistock 
and the teams are very close in several 
statistical areas. The biggest difference is 
in penalty minutes as the Royals averaged 
just under 23 per game compared to just 
under 14 for the Thundercats.

The Trophy

The OEHL Cup is rich in history, dat-
ing back 90 years. First awarded in 1935, 
it was awarded to the Ontario Hockey 
Association’s Intermediate B champions. 

Aside from a halt in play during the 
Second World War, the trophy was awarded 

annually for the next 36 years until a reor-
ganization of Intermediate hockey led to it 
being retired. 

The Ontario Elite Hockey League said it is 
proud to re-energize the beautiful award, 
which will now be presented to the cham-
pions of the AA Playoffs.

A Hardware

The lowest-seeded three teams in the 
OEHL will participate in a round-robin 
playoff with the winner taking home the 
Hugh McLean Trophy. 

The trophy is believed to have been cre-
ated in the 1970s as the championship 
trophy of the Continental Sr. A Hockey 
League. Later, it was used as part of the 
OHA Sr. A Hockey League (the predeces-
sor of present-day Allan Cup Hockey) in 
the 1980s, most likely as a regular-season 
championship trophy. 

Named in honour of the late Hugh McLean, 
a longtime OHA and NHL referee, who 
also served as president of the OHA from 
1976-1978. 

Royals face Thundercats in OEHL’s first-ever 
postseason

PLAYER POS GP G A PTS
Sean Kienapple F 17 14 13 27
Drew Gerth F 19 10 9 19
Trevor Sauder F 18 7 10 17
Deven Kropf F 18 3 12 15
Sean Leslie F 19 5 8 13
Jeremy Munro F 18 8 4 12
Collin Hartwick F 12 6 5 11
Adam Barr F 16 2 8 10
Mike Noyes D 15 3 7 10
Lucas Bast D 16 3 7 10
Cam Leslie D 20 2 7 9
Matt Zilke F 15 6 2 8
Greg Noyes D 16 3 5 8
Erik Robichaud F 6 3 5 8
Callan Christner F 17 4 3 7
Mitch Facey F 12 2 5 7
Jon Jutzi D 7 0 4 4
Patrick Vulgan F 2 1 2 3
Tristan Hohl D 17 1 1 2
Reid Ramseyer D 13 0 1 1
Geoff Killing D 6 0 1 1
Chad McIntosh F 7 0 1 1
Zach Mark F 4 0 0 0
Samson Walsom D 11 0 0 0
Graham Kitching F 5 0 0 0

Tavistock Royals
2023-24 Point Leaders

GP W L OTL PTS
Ripley Wolves 20 16 4 3 35
Creemore Coyotes 20 14 6 1 29
Minto 81's 20 13 7 1 27
Tavistock Royals 20 13 7 0 26
Durham Thundercats 20 12 8 1 25
Seaforth Centenaires 20 12 8 0 24
Saugeen Shores Winterhawks 20 11 9 1 23
Erin Outlaws 20 6 14 1 13
Georgian Bay Applekings 20 5 15 2 12
Milverton Four Wheel Drivers 20 5 15 1 11
Lucknow Lancers 20 3 17 1 7

O.E.H.L. Senior "AA" Hockey
Regular Season Standings

TAVISTOCK VS.DURHAM
QUARTER-FINAL SERIES

FRIDAY, FEB. 9

FRIDAY, FEB. 16

FRIDAY, FEB. 23

IF NECESSARY

FRIDAY, FEB. 23

SUNDAY, FEB. 11

SATURDAY, FEB.17

SATURDAY, FEB. 24

8:30 PM

8:30 PM

8:30 PM

2:30 PM

1:30 PM

7:30 PM

7:30 PM

AWAY

AWAY

HOME

HOME

HOME

HOME

AWAY

Pictured is Tavistock native and Royals cap-
tain Tristan Hohl.

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM

www.stonetowntravel.com

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL Where in the world Where in the world 

would you like to go?would you like to go?  

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel 

consultants today!consultants today!
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU
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Pet of the Week
HANK

Kalie from Nailed It Aesthetics and 
Wellness in Wellesley is the owner of 
this handsome dude. She says he’s a 
very needy golden boy who is absolutely 
OBSESSED with her daughter's 
soother. He doesn’t chew it, he just 
loves to have it correctly in his mouth.

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by          
emailing info@wilmotpost.ca

Matters of the Heart

Adore
Affection

Amour
Cherish

Connection

Cupid
Desire

Devotion
Embrace
Heartfelt

Love
Passion

Romance
Sweetheart
Valentine
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Sponsored by:
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PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU
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R O M E  A N D  A M A L F I  C O A S T

www.stonetowntravel.com

M A Y  1 6  -  2 5 ,  2 0 2 5
FROM THE LEGENDARY COLOSSEUM IN ROME TO THE ROCKY CLIFFS OF
THE AMALFI COAST, TAKE IN THE BEST OF SOUTHERN ITALY. BOOK NOW!

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 

       22�-333-9939         newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com

TICO �50025�9�

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,St. Mar�s, ON N4X 1B4 

519-284-2332         agent@stonetowntravel.com

TICO �50010159
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TRAVEL —

Let’s be honest. When we hear the 
name, Sudbury, family entertainment is 
probably not the first thing that comes 
to mind. In fact, this northern Ontario is 
probably not on your bucket-list radar 
at all.

But the truth is Sudbury is home to two 
of the most intriguing family destina-
tions in the country: Science North and 
Dynamic Earth. Both offer hands-on, 
science-based activities for people of all 
ages with a special focus on kids. Both 
are state-of-the-art facilities. Both de-
serve a visit.

The first thing you will notice standing 
tall alongside Dynamic Earth is Sud-
bury’s iconic symbol, the Big Nickel. 
This sculpture – the largest coin in the 
world – was created in 1964 to symbolize 
the importance of nickel mining in Sud-
bury. Today it is one of the most popular 
selfie-spots in the country. And it only 
made sense that when Dynamic Earth 
was launched in 2003, it was built side 
by side with Sudbury’s long-time attrac-
tion, the Big Nickel.

The sculpture is one of those unique 
things that just oozes trivia. The Big 
Nickel is an exact replica of the 1951 

Canadian nickel. It weighs 13,000 kilo-
grams. It’s about 64,607,747 times the 
size of a real Canadian nickel. 

By the way, today’s actual nickel is only 
two per-cent nickel. Its other elements 
are steel (94.5 per cent) and copper (3.5 
per cent), but enough about the ginor-
mous coin. 

When you venture inside Dynamic Earth, 
you will find everything you could want 
to know about earth science and min-
ing, most of it presented via hands-on 
experiences that perfectly combine en-
tertainment and education. Highlights 
include a guided underground mining 
tour and an outdoor science park. 

The facility closes in the coldest month 
but re-opens for the season in mid-Feb-
ruary.

Dynamic Earth is run by the same peo-
ple who operate Science North, a well-
known destination that opened in Sud-
bury in 1984. The official ribbon cutting 
was actually done by Queen Elizabeth II 
and Prince Philip on Oct. 4 of that year.

Science North is the second-largest sci-
ence centre in Canada (Dynamic Earth 
is eighth-largest). Science North offers 
a wider window into all things scientific, 
but still emphasizes hands-on experi-
ences for both kids and adults.

One of the highlights at Science North is 
the Vale Cavern. When I visited the cen-
tre, it was hosting a Travel Media Asso-
ciation of Canada conference and one of 
our banquets was in this space. Frankly, 
it blew me away. This is a gigantic meet-
ing space, also used for screening mov-
ies, which is blasted out of solid rock. It 
is one of the most magnificent rooms I 
have ever been in.

When I was wandering around Science 
North, I was fascinated by a beaver 
lodge located on the third floor and oc-
cupied by a lone beaver whose name, I 
learned, is Kash. Interesting, I thought, 
but unusual, in that this wild animal was 
kept in isolation from others of its kind. I 
have since learned that the beaver, who 
was born in a zoo, is being relocated to a 

facility which is home to other beavers. 
A loss for visitors but undoubtedly the 
right decision for a science facility that 
is committed to being up to date, both in 
its exhibits and in its overall philosophy.

The exhibit will now house turtles and 
fish.

Kash’s departure does not mean there is 
less to do at Science North. The facility 
is also committed to offering a creative 
and dynamic series of temporary and 
permanent exhibits. One of the most 
popular is the second-floor F. Jean Ma-
cLeod Butterfly Gallery, where the vis-
itors are not allowed to touch the ex-
hibits but the living, flying exhibits may 
well pay a personal visit to the visitors!

The institution is faithful to the sec-
ond noun in its name. Much at Science 
North is about Ontario’s northern eco-
systems. Visitors will encounter (safely, 
of course) a porcupine, snakes and even 
flying squirrels. A scurry of southern fly-
ing squirrels was introduced at Science 
North less than a year ago and has al-
ready proven to be a very popular draw.

An entire floor of Science North is ded-
icated to playful, hands-on experiences 
including the chance to lie on an actual 
bed of nails. 

There is also the Toddler Treehouse, a 
play area for infants and toddlers from 
newborn to age five. I was impressed 
with this aspect of the facility because 
many family destinations struggle to 
meet the needs of the youngest mem-
bers of the family. That’s not a problem 
in Sudbury.

But not everything at the destination in-
volves indoor activities. Science North is 
located on the shores of Sudbury’s Ram-
sey Lake and, in the warmer months, 
visitors can enjoy a one-hour boat cruise 
on The William Ramsay.

To return to my original premise in this 
article; it’s likely that you haven’t includ-
ed Sudbury in your list of proposed fam-
ily trips. Check out Science North and 
Dynamic Earth, and I am guessing you 
will change your mind.

Paul Knowles is an author and travel 
writer, and President of the Travel Me-
dia Association of Canada. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or speaking 
engagements, email pknowles@golden.
net. 

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Family-friendly must-sees in… believe it or not … Sudbury

By Paul Knowles

Visitors to Science North can experience the odd sensation of lying on a bed of nails.

One exhibit at Science North mirrors the ac-
tions of the visitor, but as a skeleton. Shown 
is a much skinnier version of the author.

Dynamic Earth side by side with the Big Nickel.
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GET A 
HALF LITRE OF 

WINE FOR 
$25

MONDAY - THURSDAY
DINNER SPECIALS

THAI INDIAN

36 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock, Ontario
519-301-5226 | www.rajatavistock.ca

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Lunch 11:30 am to 2:30 pm | Dinner 5 pm to 9 pm

$60
Meal for 2

$120
Meal for 4

Come celebrate Valentine’s Day with us and 
enjoy a mixed Thai and Indian meal

LOCAL DELIVERY $5 AND $10 TO THE SURROUNDING AREA (10 KM) LIMIT

Spring Rolls, Onion Bhajee

Pad Thai Chicken

Butter Chicken

Thai Beef and Shrim Fried Rice

Naan

Spring Rolls, Chicken Wings
Onion Bhajee

Pad Thai Chicken
Cashew Nut Shrim

Beef Korma
Butter Chicken

Thai Vegetable Fried Rice
Pulao Rice. 2 Naan

All dinners specials served with a 
choice of Veggie, Chicken or Shrimp

Served with Spring Rolls and  
Soup Of The Day
Pad Thai Chicken

Cashew Nut Chicken with Steamed 
Rice

Garlic Chicken with Steamed Rice
Mixed Veggie with Steamed Rice

Chicken Korma
Chicken Vindaloo

Lamb/Beef Rogan Josh
Lamb/Beef Korma
Lamb/Beef Masala
King Prawn Korma
King Prawn Masala

All lamb dishes Are $2 Extra
All Dinner Served with Rice, Naan 

Salad, Chana Masala
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OPINION —

Visit MCCPicksUp.com or call 
226-220-0088 to schedule your pick up.

Donate your gently used 
Housewares
Clothing
Books
Sporting goods
& more
We pick up at your doorstep

mccpicksup@mcco.ca

Baden • Kitchener • Mannheim • New Dundee • New Hamburg • Petersburg • Phillipsburg • Plattsville • Tavistock • Waterloo • Woodstock

February is cupid’s favourite month and 
also heart month across Canada. Eating 
a whole food diet doesn’t mean skipping 
sweets. 

Pecan pie is a classic and this holistic nu-
tritionist is bringing the old-fashioned 
dessert-diet disaster to modern menu 
planning, replacing high fructose corn 
syrup with nature’s sweet sap. So long 
white sugar, saturated animal fat and 
white flour. Hello high fiber, gluten-free 
oat and coconut flour plus plant-based co-
conut oil. 

Dark chocolate is full of flavonoids and 
mega-magnesium, releasing feel-good en-
dorphins. Tahini is the total package. This 
nutritionist is obsessed with swapping nut 
butters for sesame seed paste. Besides the 
perfect palate-pleasing profile, tahini pro-
vides protein, healthy fats, selenium, zinc 
and non-heme iron. 

Pecans are often passed over but oh, what 
powerhouses of health. They are high in 
protein and low in carbohydrates. Pecans 
are a monosaturated fat, helping to low-
er the bad (LDL) cholesterol, and have 
an abundance of vitamins from A and D 
to boatloads of B. Pecans also contain me-
ga-minerals such as manganese, zinc and 
iron. 

Dessert should be seen as occasional, 
healthy indulgence, satisfying a sweet 
tooth while still feeding the body whole 
foods that support health rather than sab-
otage goals. 

Chocolate Pecan Tart

Ingredients:

Crust:

• 1 cup oat flour

• 1/3 cup coconut flour

• 4 Tbsp cocoa powder

• ¼ tsp aluminum-free baking soda

• ½ tsp Himalayan Sea salt 

• ½ cup virgin coconut oil melted

• 3 tbsp Wagler Maple Products maple 
syrup

Pecan Topping:

• 2 cups raw unsalted pecans

• ¼ cup tahini (almond butter works, 
too)

• ¼ cup Wagler Maple Products maple 
syrup

• 1 tsp pure chocolate extract 

Chocolate Filling:

• 253 grams (bag) vegan chocolate 
chips

• 4 Tbsp coconut oil melted

• 1 Tbsp Wagler Maple Products maple 
syrup

• ¼ tsp Himalayan Sea salt 

Directions:

1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees Fahr-
enheit.

2. Grease a 9” tart or springform pan 
with coconut oil. Use a pan with a re-
movable bottom.

3. or the crust, combine almond flour, 
cocoa powder, baking soda and salt in 
a bowl. Add maple syrup and melted 
coconut oil. Stir in the chocolate ex-
tract. Mix well with a fork, pressing 
the mixture with the back of the fork. 
It will look and feel like slightly damp 
dirt, not a cake batter.

4. Press the mixture in the bottom and 
up the side a little of the coconut oil 
greased pan.

5. Bake for 8 minutes. Remove from the 
oven and leave it to cool. 

6. In a frying pan on low, toast the pe-
cans in a tablespoon of maple syrup. 
Be careful to toast and not burn the 
pecans. Turn off the stove. Stir in the 
tahini. Remove and cool. 

7. Place the chocolate in a microwave 
safe bowl and melt the chocolate in 
the microwave. Stop and stir every 
20-30 seconds. Whisk in the maple 
syrup, vanilla extract, coconut oil 
and salt. Pour over the cooled crust. 
Smooth with a spatula. 

8. Spoon the pecan mixture on top of 
the chocolate and smooth. Refrigerate 
an hour minimum. 

9. Cut into 8-10 servings. It is the perfect 
cookie or decadent chocolate treat 
alongside ice cream. 

This dessert is perfect to make ahead. 
Take it out an hour prior to serving and 
cut with a warm, dry knife. There’s no fork 
required. It has a cookie texture and is 
amazing served with ice cream or your fa-
vorite plant-based substitute.

EXPERT ADVICE: Heart 
Healthy Valentine’s Chocolate Love

By Mercedes Kay Gold

This heart-healthy, whole-food inspired pe-
can pie eats like a cookie and goes great 
with ice cream or your favourite plant-based 
substitute. Photo by Mercedes Kay Gold

SUPPORT THE LOCAL BUSINESS THAT KEEP YOUR

COMMUNITY AND ITS NEWSPAPERS THRI�IN�.

SAVE LOCALSHOP LOCAL.
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Wellesley Lions donate money raised 
through Tree of Lights campaign

COMMUNITY —

FIND A VEHICLE YOU’LL LOVEFIND A VEHICLE YOU’LL LOVE
2022 Kia K5 GT

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
42,936 km

2021 Kia Soul EV Premium

$33,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
46,764 km

2023 Kia EV6 GT Long Range

$65,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
2,145 km

All-Wheel Drive

2023 Kia Stinger GT Elite

$53,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
29,160 km

All-Wheel Drive

2023 Kia K5 GT-Line

$40,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
14,066 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Kia Sedona LX

$34,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
83,473 km

2021 Kia Soul EX

$27,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
28,830 km

2021 Kia Soul EX

$26,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
49,307 km

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-6:00 Saturday 8:00 to 3:00 by appointment only

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

Bad or challenging credit? Newcomer? Work Permit? Everyone is approved, some conditions apply.Bad or challenging credit? Newcomer? Work Permit? Everyone is approved, some conditions apply.

 KIA CERTIFIED  KIA CERTIFIED 
PRE-OWNED SALEPRE-OWNED SALE

7 year/140,000 km CPO warranty included
2019 Kia Forte LX

$22,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
46,884 km

2022 Kia Forte GT-Line

$34,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
36,880 km

2023 Kia Telluride SX

$59,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,620 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia Forte EX

$27,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
15,251 km

2021 Kia Forte EX+

$26,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
49,002 km

2021 Kia Forte EX

$25,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
41,217 km

SERVICE & PARTS OPEN 
Repairs to all makes & models
Monday to Friday 8am to 6pm

Saturday 8am to 3pm by appointment only 

The Wellesley Lions raised funds through its Tree of Lights campaign and recently present-
ed a cheque for $7,000 to Community Care Concepts to go towards the Meals on Wheels 
and Wellesley family resource funds. Pictured is Jodi Purdie, Wellesley & District Lions Club 
president, and Cathy Harrington of Community Care Concepts. Contributed photo

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette staff

The Waterloo District School Board is un-
dergoing its biannual policy review and is 
seeking input from parents and caregiv-
ers, and the wider community.

Currently, the school board is reviewing 
policies around school councils, accessi-
bility, visits by political candidates during 
election periods, outdoor and off-campus 
education, alternatives in education, and 
school nutrition. All policies under review 
can be read in their entirety at www.wrdsb.
ca/about-the-wrdsb/policiesprocedures/
policy-review.

As part of the board’s policy review pro-
cess, policies under review are posted to 

the school board website twice a year. 
Currently, feedback on those policies and 
the overall process until March 6. That 
input will be reviewed by board staff re-
sponsible for drafting those policies and 
the board of trustees’ policy working 
group.

Decisions related to policy revisions are 
based on a number factors including the 
school board’s strategic plan and cur-
rent federal, provincial and municipal 
legislation.

Questions about the policies under re-
view or the review process can be emailed 
to policy@wrdsb.ca. School community 
members can also reach out to a trustee at 
any time to discuss board policies.

Waterloo District School Board 
seeking feedback on policy review
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OPINION —
EXPERT ADVICE: Oh boy, you’re gonna carry that weight

We’re heading south for a bit. As 
a matter of fact, we leave the day 
after this hits the streets.  And 
I am really ticked off with my-
self. I have had a month to lose 
the holiday baggage I’ve been 
dragging around, and I chose to 
procrastinate when I know what 
needs to be done. For me the for-
mula is pretty simple.  No night 
feedings, dial back the bread, 
dial back the pasta, dial back 
the Ho-hos. Amp up the free 
weights and tread mill. Amp up 
the chicken, fish and greens.

I know what needs to be done, 

but do I do it? Nope. So here I 
am. Two weeks to go and I have 
to go do OMAD (one meal a 
day) and all that related suffer-
ing. “Oh have you tried OMAD? 
It’s greeeaaat!” No it’s not. It’s 
hell especially when you are in-
creasing physical activity. I need 
to drop 8-10 lbs before I go. And 
the problem with leaving it too 
late is that I have now removed 
my window to shop for anything 
that I need to top up. There is no 
point trying on anything until 
I am at my desired weight and 
that won’t happen until I go – or 
when I get there.  

The way I wear my summer 
clothes at a lower weight is dif-
ferent than at a higher weight. 
For example, at a lower weight I 
will tuck my polo into my shorts, 
in which case my belt plays a 
bigger role in the overall look 
of the flash (outfit). For me, the 
belt, if used properly, will tie the 
entire look together. When I first 
started this journey, I was prob-
ably guilty of being a bit gar-
ish in the colours I would pair 
– mostly bright colours like an 
electric-blue wide belt with yel-

low shorts and a pink polo. I did 
that.  But I would say that was 
mostly lack of experience. I’ve 
learned that thinner belts with 
muted or pastel colours delivers 
a more complete, upscale look. 

So, for me, at a sleeker weight, 
the belt can add an additional 
and subtle dimension to your 
flash (outfit).  With my lower 
weight I can move into a size 
smaller polo so that just adds to 
the overall sleekness. Showing 
my belt also affects the colour 
and style of my shoe. Generally, 
I try to pair belts with shoes. Ah, 
shoes. I truly have a strong in-
terest in them, and I believe ev-
erything I have written up to this 
point was just a ruse to get to my 
favourite topic.

Most of my summer (vacation) 
shoes that I wear with shorts 
are slip-ons or low-profile, white 
sneakers.  My slip-ons are usu-
ally canvas-topped or mesh. I 
also have two pairs of funky 
blue (one electric and the oth-
er navy) Sperry Docksiders that 
are made of a rubberized poly-
urethane with an incredibly 

comfortable sole and airy vents 
and openings all over – a white 
soul-and-heel combo and com-
pletely waterproof.  I Got them 
at Designer Shoe Warehouse in 
Moncton. There’s also one in the 
Mavis/401 area. They were pret-
ty well my go-to last summer be-
cause they are so cool looking, 
and blue goes with everything I 
wear. And they don’t scuff up or 
need any special cleaning like 
white tops or canvas tops. 

Shoe brands I wear are Aldo, 
Call it Spring, Cole Haan, Sper-
ry, Steve Madden and Ben Sher-
man. Colours I have include sev-
eral shades of blue, red, yellow, 
gray, black, pink and orange. 

Now at my heavier weight, I 
wear my polo untucked and the 
belt takes a holiday. It smooths 
out my bulging gut. With the belt 
out of the picture, my shoe co-
lour is paired with my shirt and 
my look is simpler. You have to 
adapt. 

I just went off on a shoe tangent 
and man did it feel good! Any-
how, the good news is that I will 
soon get a chance to wear some 

of the things I bought at the end 
of the summer season clearance 
sales in Canada and hopefully I 
will hit my target weight around 
the time I get to our destination 
– or not.  It Depends how many 
Cracker Barrels we hit on the 
way down.

“Style is just fashion filtered 
through your personality”

Scott Dunstall has been on a sty-
listic journey for over 10 years. 
His belief is that every guy has 
a style of their own. When it’s 
discovered, it empowers and 
builds confidence. Scott has ap-
peared several times on Rog-
ers TV Kitchener as a guest on 
DAYTIME. His writing has been 
republished by LinkedIn Top In-
fluencer and INC. Magazine con-
tributing editor, Jeff Haden. He 
has also written several pieces 
for the Baden Outlook. You can 
follow Scott on Instagram @ev-
erydaystylebyscott or on Linke-
dIn @scottdunstall or Life & 
Style Wilmot on Facebook. Feel 
free to ask questions or propose 
collaborations: everydaystyleby-
scott1@gmail.com.

By Scott Dunstall
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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK: Welcome to the (social outrage) machine

As a local journalist always on 
the lookout for story ideas, I 
spend far too much time on com-
munity Facebook pages.

For the most part, these pages 
are invaluable repositories of 
important local information and 
events, and they serve to connect 
neighbours, friends, family and 
strangers to the wider commu-
nity. And for their part, the peo-
ple who run these pages do their 

best to uphold those values.

But there is a dark side to these 
online gathering spaces.

Many folks use these pages as a 
way to air their grievances with 
governments that spend too 
much (or too little), businesses 
that don’t meet their custom-
er-service expectations, neigh-
bours who don’t keep up with 
their lawn maintenance or snow 
clearing, dog owners who don’t 
pick up after their furry friends, 
kids who maybe have a little too 
much fun on a Friday night – the 
list goes on.

Almost like clockwork, every time 
someone shares a strong opin-
ion on a community Facebook 
page – especially if that opinion 
is negative – it opens the prover-
bial Pandora’s Box and releases 
the opinions of literally everyone 
you know – and so many others 
you don’t – into this world.

I can’t count how many times I’ve 

seen someone who is perfectly 
pleasant offline latch onto an on-
line argument like a dog with a 
bone – or my girlfriend’s dog with 
one of my socks – and refuse to 
let go until someone threatens to 
quit Facebook for good. Problem-
atic things are said, feelings are 
hurt and, in most instances, com-
menting is inevitably turned off.

And there always seems to be a 
pattern in how our local, neigh-
bourhood keyboard warriors 
respond to a post. Some com-
menters agree with the poster’s 
opinion and share their own ex-
perience with the subject matter. 
Others disagree with the poster 
and question (or attack) their 
perspective, bias, political affilia-
tions or intelligence (often all of 
the above). Then you have those 
commenters who respond to ev-
ery single comment they don’t 
agree with, somehow engaging 
in several separate arguments 
about the same thing at the same 
time.

Comedian Bo Burnham de-
scribed this pattern best in his 
2021 song, That Funny Feeling, 
when he said, “The backlash to 
the backlash to the thing that’s 
just begun.”

Then you have people like me 
who comment on the absurdi-
ty of the comment section play-
ing out the same way again and 
again, post after post. I suppose 
those comments are just a much 
a part of the cycle they’re criticiz-
ing, as is this editorial.

So, what’s my point? 

I’m not entirely sure I have one. 
If I did, it would be something 
along the lines of reminding our 
readers that no matter how upset 
you might be or how much you 
might disagree with a post or a 
comment, there are real peo-
ple with real feelings, friends 
and family behind each of those 
opinions.

And these aren’t just any people. 

These people live and work in 
our community. They live down 
the street or around the corner 
from us, shop at the same stores 
we do, and they all want the same 
basic things everyone wants – to 
love and be loved, to be respect-
ed, to find happiness and live a 
healthy life, and to contribute in 
a meaningful way to this commu-
nity and this world.

I think if we treated each other 
online the same way most of us 
treat people in the real world, 
these social-media debates might 
actually result in something con-
structive. Instead of tearing each 
other down, let’s build each other 
up and create an online commu-
nity in which opinions and the 
people behind them are respect-
ed, and all ideas are considered.

I truly believe everyone has 
something valuable to contrib-
ute. We simply need to put our 
own opinions aside for a moment 
to hear what others have to say.

By Galen Simmons
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Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - FEBRUARY 2024
FRIDAY, FEB. 9                            
St. Clements Public Skate
1-2 p.m.
St. Clements Community Centre
1 Green St. St. Clements

Wellesley Public Skate
1-2 p.m.
Bill Gies Recreation Centre
1401 Queens Bush Rd., Wellesley

SUNDAY, FEB. 11                         
St. Clements Public Skate
12-1:30 p.m.
St. Clements Community Centre
1 Green St. St. Clements

Wellesley Public Skate
12-1:30 p.m.
Bill Gies Recreation Centre
1401 Queens Bush Rd., Wellesley

Valentine's Drive Thru Dinner
5-6 p.m.
New Hamburg Royal Canadian 
Legion
65 Boullee St. New Hamburg

MONDAY, FEB. 12                         
Township of Wilmot Council 
Meeting
7-11 p.m.
Council Chambers
60 Snyder’s Rd. West Baden

Gaia’s Gardens’ Top 5 Essentials 
for a beautiful garden
7 p.m.
Wilmot Recreation Complex
1291 Nafziger Rd. Baden

TUESDAY, FEB. 13                       
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
5-7 p.m.
Emmanuel Lutheran Church
1716 Snyder's Rd. E. Petersburg

Township of Wellesley Council 
Meeting
6:45 p.m.
Council Chambers
4805 William Hastings Line, 
Crosshill

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 14                 
Community Care Concepts Lunch 
and Fellowship
12 p.m. 
Wellesley Community Centre 
1000 Maple Leaf St. Wellesley

FRIDAY, FEB. 16                            
St. Clements Public Skate
1-2 p.m.
St. Clements Community Centre
1 Green St. St. Clements

Wellesley Public Skate
1-2 p.m.
Bill Gies Recreation Centre
1401 Queens Bush Rd., Wellesley

SATURDAY, FEB. 17                     
Wilmot Heritage Day
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
New Dundee Community Centre
1028 Queen St. New Dundee

SUNDAY, FEB. 18                         
St. Clements Public Skate
12-1:30 p.m.
St. Clements Community Centre
1 Green St. St. Clements

Wellesley Public Skate
12-1:30 p.m.
Bill Gies Recreation Centre
1401 Queens Bush Rd., Wellesley

THURSDAY, FEB. 22                    
Community Care Concepts Lunch 
and Fellowship
12 p.m.
Wilmot Rec Complex
1291 Nafziger Rd. Baden

FRIDAY, FEB. 23                            
St. Clements Public Skate
1-2 p.m.
St. Clements Community Centre
1 Green St. St. Clements

Wellesley Public Skate
1-2 p.m.
Bill Gies Recreation Centre
1401 Queens Bush Rd., Wellesley

SATURDAY, FEB. 24                     
Wilmot Coldest Night of the Year
4-7 p.m.
New Hamburg community Centre
251 Jacob St. New Hamburg

SUNDAY, FEB. 25                         
St. Clements Public Skate
12-1:30 p.m.
St. Clements Community Centre
1 Green St. St. Clements

Wellesley Public Skate
12-1:30 p.m.
Bill Gies Recreation Centre
1401 Queens Bush Rd., Wellesley

MONDAY, FEB. 26                        
Township of Wilmot Council 
Meeting
7-11 p.m.
Council Chambers
60 Snyder’s Rd. West Baden

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 28
Community Care Concepts Lunch 
and Fellowship
12 p.m.
Linwood Community Centre
5279 Ament Line Linwood

OPINION —
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Weekly Quiz Answers
1. 1000

2. Bear

3. Conan O’Brien

4. Fidel Castro

5. Vince Lombardi Trophy

6. 2001

7. Ferrule

8. Green, Purple, Orange

9. Facebook

10. Greenland Shark

Wanted
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, 
Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively 
buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo 
Equipment. For more information: DIAMOND DOGS 
MUSIC 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 226-972-5750

Wanted
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles.
Coca Cola Pepsi any pop company
Brewery items Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc.
Old radios and gramophones, Wristwatches and pocket 
watches, Old fruit jars, Beaver Star Bee Hive etc. Any 
old oil  cans and signs Red Indian Supertest etc Any 
small furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out stuff 
please contact me - 519-570-6920.

Wanted
Used greeting cards from the 50's, 60's, 70's, 80's. 
Baby, Birthday, Get Well, Christmas etc. cards.  
519-616-3379

SERVICE DIRECTORY —
AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

E&L
CSN - E&L
111 Arnold St.
New Hamburg, On.
N3A 2C6
www.likenew.ca

Murray Erb
Manager
T: 519-662-1892
F: 519-662-1895
Toll Free: 1-877-894-9773
E: merb@likenew.ca

24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)

272 Snyder’s Road, Baden
matt@badenauto.ca

Full Service 
Maintenance & 
Repair on All 

Makes & Models

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500
To book this space call 

Sharon Leis at 
519-580-5418 or email 

sharonbleis@gmail.com

ASSISTANCE

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1 2022-11-10   11:13 AM2022-11-10   11:13 AM

CLASSIFIED ADS —
Rental Wanted
Looking for a long term rental in the Tavistock area.
1 or 2 bedroom for 1 semi-retired person, cat friendly, 
responsible tenant, references, non-smoker. 519-949-
9227 or email pswohara@gmail.com

NEW HAMBURG OFFICE: 

210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9  |  TICO #50025796

226-333-9939 | newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

JOIN USJOIN US
FOR AN EXCLUSIVE EVENT WITH AN AVALON FOR AN EXCLUSIVE EVENT WITH AN AVALON 

WATERWAYS CRUISE DIRECTOR!WATERWAYS CRUISE DIRECTOR!
We’re thrilled to host a Cruise Director from Avalon Waterways We’re thrilled to host a Cruise Director from Avalon Waterways 
who will share stories and information about what sets Avalon who will share stories and information about what sets Avalon 

apart in the world of apart in the world of river cruising.river cruising.

Please RSVP for our river cruise event by emailing stew@stonetowntravel.com or calling our office.

NEW HAMBURG EVENT
February 14, 2024February 14, 2024

Wilmot Recreation Centre, Room AWilmot Recreation Centre, Room A
10:00 a.m. presentation.10:00 a.m. presentation.      Doors open 30 mins. before presentationDoors open 30 mins. before presentation

CLASSES
Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  

  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 
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Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios 
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

CONSTRUCTION

CONTRACTORS

EXCAVATING

PLUMBING

LEGAL

TRAVEL

MASSAGE

MORTGAGES

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

TECHNICAL

STORAGE

BENDER CONTRACTING
PROJECT MANAGEMENT

DESIGN BUILD

AGRICULTURAL COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIALAGRICULTURAL COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

DARYL BENDERDARYL BENDER 519-897-0658519-897-0658

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

 Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

  JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 
• Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
• Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology
Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Cell: 519-272-7676 
Res: 519-655-2548

Office: 519-273-2821

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.remaxabrealty.ca

Independently 
Owned & Operated

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr                   Cell: 519-801-1743

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

NEW and RESALE HOMES
CUSTOM HOMES AND RENOVATIONS

Stop in and see us 206 Hope St. East, Tavistock 
Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com Brian Wilhelm, Broker

Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

HEATING/COOLING

DENTIST

COMPUTERS

Offering I.V. Sedation, 
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth 
Replacement and Root Canal 

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., 
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca 

tavistockdental.ca

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator

dwoelfle@rogers.com
Installation, Sales & Service, 

Residential, Commercial

• Furnaces • Air Conditioners 
• Fireplaces

• Gas Piping • Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & 
COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051
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WINDOW CLEANING

"For every house is built by 
someone, but God is the builder 

of everything." - Hebrews 3:4

Jeff Van Gyssel | 226-581-0944
www.justworking.ca

SERVICE DIRECTORY —
CABINETRY

CHIROPRACTIC
LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford 
519-273-4404

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,  
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874

www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca

39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

To book this space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

CONSTRUCTION

EXCELLENCE & 100% EFFORT IN MEETING ALL 
YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

Serving Stratford * Perth * Huron * Waterloo Region --  Anywhere, Any time!

Liz Yundt
Realtor® | B.B.A, B.Ed

Cell |  519.272.9017
lizyundt.realtor@gmail.com

SALES  REPRESENTAT IVE

640 Riverbend Dr. 
Kitchener ON, N2K 3S2

kate@paulandkatekw.com
226-789-3846

KATE GINGERICH

THINKING OF
MAKING A

MOVE?

ELECTRICAL
Specializing in Agricultural, Solar, 

Automation Control and EV Charging

163 Hope St. W.
P.O. Box 495
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
Local: 519-655-6802

 Email:info@crescentridge.ca

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/

ESA Lic.
10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461
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Main Store Hours:
Mon. to Thurs.  10 to 6

Fri.  10 to 8 | Sat.  10 to 5
Sun.  12 to 4

Follow us on:

Outlet Hours:
Thurs. to Fri.  10 to 6

Sat.  10 to 5
Sun.  12 to 4

www.stratfordhomefurniture.ca 
www.homefurniture.ca
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Schaeffler Aerospace

MAIN STORE: 
519-273-9330
2954 Hwy 7&8 E

OUTLET: 
519-273-7453
617 Douro Street

UP TO 36 MONTHS FINANCING AVAILABLE OAC. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

SAVE
25%

SAVE
55%

DARCY BEDROOM SUITEDARCY BEDROOM SUITECOMPLETE SUITECOMPLETE SUITE
SPECIAL BUYSPECIAL BUY

QUEEN BEDQUEEN BED KING BEDKING BED

$949$949 TAXTAX
ININ $1,139$1,139 TAXTAX

ININ

$1,599$1,599 TAXTAX
ININ

2023 MODEL CLEARANCE

(AND YOUR

STOREWIDESTOREWIDE
WHILE WHILE 

QUANTITIES QUANTITIES 
LASTLAST

Queen bed, chest, dresser, mirror, 2 nightstandsQueen bed, chest, dresser, mirror, 2 nightstands

Model Refresh: Model Refresh: Leisure Sleep, Leisure Sleep, 
Royal Sleep, InterludeRoyal Sleep, Interlude

Lifestyle basesLifestyle bases Accent ChairsAccent Chairs

SAVE
33%

SAVE
30%

SAVE
45%

SAVE
40%

SECTIONALSECTIONAL SOFASOFA$2,469$2,469 TAXTAX
ININ

$1,179$1,179 TAXTAX
ININ

$299$299 TAXTAX
ININ

SAVE 
UP TO

40%

$799$799 TAXTAX
ININ $969$969 TAXTAX

ININ $739$739 TAXTAX
ININ

SOFASOFA CHAIRCHAIR

QUEENQUEEN

STARTING ATSTARTING AT

QUEEN MATTRESS STARTING ATQUEEN MATTRESS STARTING AT WALL HUGGER RECLINERWALL HUGGER RECLINER

$799$799 TAXTAX
ININ

ALL PIECESALL PIECES
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