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The Stratford District Secondary School (SDSS) ro-
botics club is hard at work re-imagining and re-design-
ing their robots from lessons learned during this sea-
son’s competitions. 

Their work so far has been worldclass as they have 
qualified for provincials and are on the verge of going to 
the VEX Robotics Worlds Competition in Dallas Tex., 
however a lack of funding could jeopardize their oppor-
tunities to compete.

The club of around 60 junior and senior students is 
organized into four groups identified alphabetically as 
Team A, B, C and D. They meet every school day after 
class to design, build, program and operate robots to 
enter into the VEX Robotics Competition. 

The team simply doesn’t have the money to travel to 
Dallas, Tex. for the VEX Robotics World competition. 
They have already passed on two competitions without 
jeopardizing their current ranking but once provincials 
are conquered, which they feel very confident about, 
their goal is to make a name for themselves on the world 
stage.

For that, they need the support of the student popu-
lation and community at large. Mayor Martin Ritsma, 
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Competitions 
jeopardized for 
SDSS Robotics 

Club due to 
lack of funds

WINTER WONDERLAND
The snow was perfect for building a snow fort Tuesday afternoon, so that's just what Isabelle Deweerd, Camille Peper, 
Miriam Elmune and Shauna Deweerd did in Stratford's Lower Queen's Park.

After continued budget deliberations on Jan 15, coun-
cillors have managed to bring Stratford’s proposed 2024 
tax-rate increase down to 8.5 per cent.  

Stratford mayor Martin Ritsma said he and his fellow 
council members are not in a rush to sign off on the 2024 
budget just yet, noting he wants to take the time to get it 
right. 

“Let's continue to work with an open mind and an open 
heart,” he said. “I have referred to this work as a process. 
I am proud of that process. We are not in a hurry to get 
the process done. Let's continue this process and take the 
time required to do it right.”

The Stratford mayor also notes that he recognizes the 
concerns raised by residents and small businesses in 
Stratford but also notes that housing density plays a fac-
tor. 

CONTINUED TO PAGE 2

Proposed 2024 tax increase now at 
8.5 per cent for Stratford
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JOIN USJOIN US
FOR AN EXCLUSIVE EVENT WITH AN AVALON WATERWAYS CRUISE DIRECTOR!FOR AN EXCLUSIVE EVENT WITH AN AVALON WATERWAYS CRUISE DIRECTOR!
We’re thrilled to host a Cruise Director from Avalon Waterways who will share stories and We’re thrilled to host a Cruise Director from Avalon Waterways who will share stories and 

information about what sets Avalon apart in the world of information about what sets Avalon apart in the world of river cruising.river cruising.

Please RSVP for either the St. Marys or New Hamburg events by emailing stew@stonetowntravel.com or by calling our office.

NEW HAMBURG EVENT
February 14, 2024February 14, 2024

Wilmot Recreation Centre, Room AWilmot Recreation Centre, Room A
1:30 p.m. presentation1:30 p.m. presentation                          

ST. MARYS EVENT  
February 15, 2024February 15, 2024

Pyramid Recreation Centre, End ZonePyramid Recreation Centre, End Zone
1:30 p.m. presentation1:30 p.m. presentation
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“We know that increased tax growth 
moving forward will come from both 
residential and industrial growth. The in-
creased tax through residential growth can 
certainly be enhanced through increased 
housing density.”

All councillors seemed to feel the bur-
den of their 2024 budget decisions. Mayor 
Ritsma said he’s proud of their work thus 
far, highlighting the importance of coun-
cil hearing resident concerns. 

“I am proud of the budget process thus 
far. It has involved staff, council and input 
from residents, many emails, telephone 
calls and meetings with residents, staff 
and councillors.

“We need to respect our residents and 
the budget needs to reflect long and short-
term affordability. We know that the res-
idents and businesses continue to feel the 

impact of the pandemic, high inflation and 
increased interest rates. Knowing this, 
this budget deliberation may require us to 
defer certain capital items, knowing that 
it will come with risks, which will be dis-
cussed here today,” Ritsma said.

Councillor Mark Hunter also addressed 
the city and staff as chair of the finance 
and labour relations committee – the com-
mittee of council that oversees budget de-
liberations and will recommend final ap-
proval of the draft 2024 budget to council 
once the majority of members are satisfied 
with it. Hunter said he too feels the burden 
of a high tax increase but recognizes that 
services cost money and the province also 
mandates some. 

“This document contains the list of ser-
vices the city provides our residents. Some 
of those services are things that our res-
idents have asked for, and some of them 

are things that the province of Ontario 
mandates we provide,” he said, “We only 
have one source of money to run the city, 
and that source of money is you, our res-
idents.”

As he discussed the current proposed 
tax rate, Hunter said he understands the 
pressures this budget will put on the pub-
lic as he too is a resident of Stratford. 

“A 8.5 per-cent increase is still a big 
number. Several of us [councillors] are 
also business owners in the community 
and none of us are excited about paying 
more, either. Unfortunately, there's only 
one way to reduce costs. Reduce, elimi-
nate, or postpone services; there’s no other 
option.”

Though council shut down conversa-
tions around the controversial Xinyi glass 
plant in 2022, Hunter noted large busi-
nesses like that one could have substan-

tially reduced the cost on taxpayers. 
“Another thing we can do is change our 

tax base by bringing more business tax-
payers into the community. Businesses 
pay a slightly higher rate than residents 
and use fewer services,” he said. “For 
example, had that glass plant being built 
here, the budget would not require a 8.5 
per-cent increase. It would require a 4.3 
per-cent increase.”

“I'm not trying to suggest that was the 
right project for Stratford, but it does illus-
trate the impact businesses can have in our 
community.”

The budget meeting concluded with res-
idents and small business owners voicing 
their concerns about the proposed 8.5 per-
cent tax hike. Stratford council has yet to 
book a follow-up meeting sometime next 
month to continue budget deliberations. 

Proposed 2024 tax increase now at 8.5 per cent for 
Stratford 

Perth County OPP officer recognized for taking 
impaired drivers off local roads

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

A Perth County OPP officer is being 
recognized for his dedication to taking 

impaired drivers off local roads.
On Jan. 9, the Ontario Provincial Po-

lice held a ceremony in West Perth to 
present accolade awards to deserving 
members. Awards were presented across 

23 categories.
Perth County OPP Const. Mike 

Garniss was presented with an im-
paired-driving award for his commit-
ment to preventing impaired driving in 
Perth County. 

Garniss, who has been with Perth 
County OPP for six years, was sur-
rounded by his family, colleagues and 
representatives from regional command 
when he accepted the award. According 
to an OPP press release, his unrelenting 
efforts to keep the community safe has 
not gone unnoticed.  He has been in-
volved in RIDE programs, traffic stops 

and general patrol to protect residents 
and take dangerous drivers off the road.  

Garniss laid 36 impaired driving 
charges last year, the most laid by an of-
ficer in West Region and second-most in 
the province among OPP officers.

“Today we presented Const. Mike 
Garniss with a Provincial Accolade 
Award for his commitment to public 
safety and the enforcement of impaired 
driving laws in Perth County. Congratu-
lations on your achievements and being 
selected for this well-deserved recogni-
tion,” said Perth County OPP Staff Sgt. 
David Sinko in the press release.

WENDY LAMOND

Times Correspondent

AWARDED
Perth County OPP Const. Mike Garniss received an OPP impaired-driving accolade award 
at a ceremony in West Perth Jan. 9. 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)



January 26, 2024 3Stratford Times

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 
MON-FRI 9AM-8PM
SAT9-6  SUN10-5

HARDWOODHARDWOOD
STAIRTEADSTAIRTEAD

47”W VINYL47”W VINYL
STAIRTEADSTAIRTEAD

3/7” WIDE3/7” WIDE
COLONIALCOLONIAL

$$49499999

$$89899999

FROM

FROM

$$009999
FROM PER LIN FT

REG 3.29

HANDSCRAPED HANDSCRAPED 
LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115959
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

LUXURY LUXURY 
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

5MM THICK5MM THICK

$$114949
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 4.99

HIGH-GLOSSHIGH-GLOSS
LAMINATELAMINATE

$$229999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

4” WIDE X 3/4” THICK4” WIDE X 3/4” THICK
CORK BACKCORK BACK

HARDWOOD HARDWOOD 

  $$339999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 8.99

IN STOCK IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

24”X24”24”X24”
TILETILE

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK

HERRINGBONEHERRINGBONE
HARDWOOD HARDWOOD 

  $$339999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 8.99

IN STOCK

GLASS/STONEGLASS/STONE
BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK

5’ X 8”5’ X 8”
AREA RUGS AREA RUGS 

STARTING FROMSTARTING FROM

$$9999

13” X 13”13” X 13”
PORCELAINPORCELAIN

TILESTILES

6969¢¢
FROM /SQ FT

3.99

IN STOCK

12” X 24”12” X 24”
PORCELAINPORCELAIN

TILESTILES

9999¢¢
FROM /SQ FT

3.99

IN STOCK

LOOSE LAYLOOSE LAY
LUXURY VINYLLUXURY VINYL

5MM THICK5MM THICK

FROM PER SQ FT
REG 5.99

$$119999

IN STOCK

FROM

BARGAINS&&DEALS

NOT EXACTLY
AS SHOWN

NO TAX!

BARGAINSBARGAINS
&&DEALSDEALS

BARGAINSBARGAINS
&&DEALSDEALS

BARGAINSBARGAINS
&&DEALSDEALS

BARGAINSBARGAINS
&&DEALSDEALS

BARGAINSBARGAINS
&&DEALSDEALS

BARGAINSBARGAINS
&&DEALSDEALS

BARGAINSBARGAINS
&&DEALSDEALS

BARGAINSBARGAINS
&&DEALSDEALS

BARGAINSBARGAINS
&&DEALSDEALS

BARGAINSBARGAINS
&&DEALSDEALS

BEAR ATTACK
A 10-foot-tall polar bear showed up at the Stratford Farmers Market on Saturday. Katie 
Gautreau, along with her children Blair, 7, and Levi, 5 were having fun with the giant bear. 
The white giant was there promoting the 26th annual Stratford Winterfest, which is being 
held Jan. 27 starting at 10 a.m.

(GARY WEST PHOTO)
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Why didn’t my blue bin get picked up?
What can and can’t be recycled in Stratford

It’s garbage day and you took the time to ensure each 
of your bags were properly tagged and your blue bins 
were at the curb before pickup. But for some reason, the 
city’s recycling contractors came and went without taking 
your recyclables and you’re now left waiting another two 
weeks with a blue bin that’s already full.

Over the past several weeks, a number of Stratford res-
idents have taken to social media to complain after their 
recycling was seemingly ignored on pickup day.

“The recycling crew refused to take pizza boxes and 
other ‘fast food’ items,” one poster wrote on the Stratford 
Connect Facebook page last week. “The crew did not take 
the pizza boxes, an Amazon box that was broken down 
and paper plates. When I asked why these items were not 
taken, the crew said we must throw them in the garbage. 
Has anyone else experienced this issue?”

According to Stratford public works 
manager Adam Ryan, while Buewater 
Recycling Association, the city’s recy-
cling contractor, has not instituted any re-
cent changes, they have noticed an uptick 
in blue-box contamination. 

“The recycling program hasn’t changed 
in a few years now, but our contractor is 
noticing an increase in contamination – 
materials put in the blue boxes that aren’t 
accepted for recycling,” Stratford public 
works manager Adam Ryan said. “That 
includes things like  coffee cups, Styro-
foam, soiled paper plates, soiled pizza 
boxes and unrinsed containers. Also, re-
cyclables should not be put in clear plas-
tic bags, with the exception of shredded 
office paper.”

In addition to the above-mentioned 
non-recyclable items, Bluewater no lon-
ger accepts cartons including tetra packs, 
milk cartons and drinking boxes, alumi-
num foil, pie plates, lasagna trays, aerosol 
containers, paint cans, and small items 
like individual yogurt cups and apple-
sauce containers because they are diffi-
cult to process and have little value on the 
commodity market.

The list of items not acceptable in the 
blue bin is so long, it’s easier to list what 
is recyclable. Accepted items include:

• Printed paper products like news-
papers, magazines, office paper, en-
velopes, soft-cover books, junk mail, 
brochures, phone books, catalogues 
and calendars;

• Paper packaging like cardboard, boxboard, kraft 
paper, paper cores (i.e. empty toilet paper and paper 
towel rolls) and moulded pulp (i.e. egg cartons);

• Plastic packaging including polyethylene tere-
phthalate (PET) bottles and jars; PET thermo-
forms; PET clamshells, polypropylene (PP) bottles, 
high-density polyethylene (HDPE) bottles, jars, tubs, 
lids and pails, and polyethylene bags;

• Metal containers like aluminum drink cans and 
steel food and drink cans; and

• Glass products like clear and coloured bottles and 
jars.

“We’re always trying to reduce the amount of contam-
ination that makes its way into the blue bins and then the 
processing facility so that the entire system works the 
way it’s supposed to,” Ryan said.

For more information on Stratford’s recycling program 
and what is and isn’t acceptable to put in your blue bin, 
visit www.stratford.ca/recycling. 

GALEN SIMMONS

Regional Editor
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 FREEMAN MECHANICAL IS NOW OFFERING RENTAL AND FINANCING OPTIONS

Transforming Homes with Pure Water Solutions! 
At  Freeman Mechanical, we’re your trusted partners for comprehensive water and 

plumbing solutions that elevate your lifestyle. 

Residential Water Treatment & Water Heating:
Experience the luxury of pure water and efficient heating solutions for your home. 

From cutting-edge filtration systems to top-tier water heaters, we ensure your family 
enjoys the best. Plus, we’ve made it easier than ever with flexible financing and rental 

options, tailored to suit your budget for all of your water treatment needs or even 
bathroom renovations!

Beyond Homes - Serving Diverse Needs:
Our expertise doesn’t stop at residential services. We’re equipped to handle it all!  

From commercial establishments to agricultural ventures and industrial builds, count 
on us for impeccable service and installation. Whether it’s a new build or regular 

maintenance, we’ve got you covered.

Why Choose Us?
 Expertise: Decades of experience in plumbing solutions.
 Reliability: Trusted by countless households and businesses.
 Innovation: Cutting-edge technology for efficient solutions.
 Flexible Options: Financing and rental plans available.

Contact us at Contact us at 
www.freemanmechanical.ca www.freemanmechanical.ca 

or 519-535-9983 for a consultation or 519-535-9983 for a consultation 
and discover the difference Freeman and discover the difference Freeman 
Mechanical brings to your water and Mechanical brings to your water and 

plumbing solutions.plumbing solutions.

Transform your water 
experience today!

Food insecurity is still on the rise in Huron-Perth, 
new public-health report shows

A new report by Huron Perth 
Public Health shows an alarming 
and increasing number of people 
living with food insecurity in the 
area. 

Huron Perth Public Health 
(HPPH) recently released "The 
Real Cost of Eating in Huron and 
Perth.” The report indicates that 
low-income families in Huron 
Perth often face the dilemma of 
choosing between paying for es-
sentials like rent and utilities or 
buying enough food.

Amy MacDonald, Huron Perth 
Public Health Registered Di-
etitian, says the report shows a 
steady increase in households 
experiencing food insecurities 
across Huron-Perth. These num-
bers keep rising year after year. 

“We know the Canadian food 
price report and consumer price 
index have shown increasing 
food costs year over year, which 
aligns with our report,” she said.

The report states that, in 2023, 
the cost of groceries for a fami-
ly of four in the region was $267 
per week or $1,155 per month, 
excluding non-food items. Com-

pare that to the cost of groceries 
in Huron-Perth in 2022 when it 
took just $249 per week or $1,076 
per month to feed a family of four 
-- an increase of $18 per week or 
$79 per month. 

Kelsey Lauersen, resource co-
ordinator at Stratford House of 
Blessing, said they have seen a 
rise by 124 per cent in food bank 
usage since 2022, and rising food 

costs seem to affect all types of 
families. 

“There are many types of food 
insecure families in the area: 
households with two working 
parents, households with single 
parents and individuals,” she said. 
“We also see individuals who 
have not needed our services for 
several years return. In addition, 
the number of unhoused individu-

als we serve continues to rise.
“We have seen a 152 per-cent 

increase in the number of un-
housed food visits from 2021 to 
2023 alone.”

Cost of living plays a crucial 
role in health care as well, and 
MacDonald says those with food 
insecurities are also more suscep-
tible to health conditions due to 
poor living conditions. 

“We know that people who 
experience household food inse-
curity are more likely to get sick 
in terms of infectious disease,” 
she said. “They are more prone 
to chronic conditions like heart 
disease, hypertension, arthritis, 
back problems, chronic pain and 
type-two diabetes. Those who 
are food insecure are also more 
prone to adverse mental health 
impacts.”

“What we know is that these 
conditions may result from a low 
income and that financial circum-
stances really have a huge impact 
on those sorts of conditions.”

The report identifies in-
come-based solutions, including 
adequate old-age pensions, ful-
ly funded Canada Working-Age 
Supplement (CWAS), fully fund-
ed Canada Disability Benefit 

(CDB), lower income taxes for 
the lowest income households, 
income protection for precarious 
employment, implementation 
of a Basic Income Guarantee, 
increased minimum wage, in-
creased social assistance rates, 
investments in subsidized, af-
fordable and stable housing, and 
strategies to enhance affordable 
housing, childcare and public 
transit.

“There have been years and 
years of research that show that 
household food insecurity is a 
marker of material deprivation 
and poverty and that the most 
effective way to address it is in-
come-based policy,” said Mac-
Donald. 

“The board of health will send 
advocacy letters to federal and 
provincial representatives. These 
letters discuss the importance 
of adequate housing, affordable 
housing policies and adequate so-
cial-assistance rates that keep up 
with the cost of living.”

The full report is available on 
the HPPH website. Additionally, 
residents are encouraged to ex-
plore available resources through 
211 Ontario to support families 
living with low income.

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

NECESSITIES
Grocery costs are on the rise again in 2024 and many residents in Hu-
ron-Perth are struggling to keep up. 

(AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE PHOTO)
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2024 GROUP TRAVEL 2024 GROUP TRAVEL 
OPPORTUNITIES OPPORTUNITIES HOSTED HOSTED 

BY STONETOWN TRAVELBY STONETOWN TRAVEL

IRELAND
JUNE 5-16, 2024JUNE 5-16, 2024

NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR

JULY 29 – AUGUST 9, 2024JULY 29 – AUGUST 9, 2024

BOOK BY 
MARCH 1 TO 

SAVE

$450
discount/person

DISCOVER PORTUGAL
SEPTEMBER 18-29, 2024SEPTEMBER 18-29, 2024

BOOK BY 
APRIL 22 TO 

SAVE

$450
discount/person
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150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4  |  TICO #50010159

519-284-2332 | agent@stonetowntravel.com

NEW HAMBURG OFFICE: 

210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9  |  TICO #50025796

226-333-9939 | newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com

WWW.STONETOWNTRAVEL.COM 

DUMP TRUCK OVERTURNS
A towing crew from Elliott Motors was called to a construction site at Queensland Road 
and Lorne Avenue West in Stratford last week to assist with a dump truck that tipped over 
after trying to dump a half-frozen load.

(SARAH CAIRNS PHOTO)

Residents question 
proposed zone change to 
allow short-term rentals 

at 245 Downie St. 
A proposed zoning amendment that 

would allow short-term rental accommo-
dations at 245 Downie St. drew concerns 
from the public during a recent public 
meeting.

The City of Stratford hosted a public 
meeting during Monday’s regular coun-
cil meeting to hear all comments from 
the public about a zone-change applica-
tion regarding 245 Downie St., located 
on the southeast corner of Downie Street 
and Falstaff Street.

This zone change aims to amend the 
site-specific central commercial zone, 
which permits a wide range of uses in-
cluding retail stores, offices, restaurants, 
apartment buildings and inns with a 
maximum of 10 dwelling units. If ap-
proved, the amendment would allow the 
residential units to be used as short-term 
rental accommodations.  

At the open public meeting, sever-
al residents in Stratford questioned the 
need for inn-style accommodations when 
Stratford is in need of long-term rental 
housing. 

Barb Shaughnessy, a Stratford resi-
dent, noted her concerns about the lack 
of housing. 

“Given the need for long-term housing 
downtown, does the city have a resolu-
tion for housing?” she asked. 

Shaughnessy also questioned whether 
the people living in the building wanted 
to be classified as an inn. 

Other concerns were brought up re-
garding the use of the space, and one 
resident, Danny Allen, questioned why 

the city is not concerned about addi-
tional parking in the area due to signif-
icant challenges with downtown parking 
during theatre season. 

“I am here to question why there’s no 
thought about an increase in parking,” he 
said. “I acknowledge parking across the 
building, but parking on Fallstaff (street) 
can be quite confusing. It can be pretty 
tricky and dangerous to get out of there. 
I question why the city isn’t concerned 
about the parking.” 

Another resident in Stratford, Tim 
Forster, said that he is concerned again 
about housing in Stratford and the use 
of the space as commercial property. He 
questions if current owners understand 
the amendment's implications, including 
potential fire code issues.  

“The bylaw does not permit non-prin-
cipal residences, nor are they permitted 
in multi-unit buildings. This may solve 
some problems but opens up other issues 
and concerns for owners.

“With 50-plus rooms, I question if this 
would fall under the hotel Fire and Safety 
Act, requiring additional regulations,” he 
said. “Perhaps the units would have had 
to been built differently from a fire code 
perspective.” 

Jesse Auspitz, from NPG Planning 
Solutions, spoke to the questions and 
concerns, however, some questions were 
deferred to a later date when Auspitz 
said he could better answer in writing by 
email. 

Further information regarding the 
change may be obtained by visiting the 
building and planning services depart-
ment offices at 82 Erie St. or by calling 
519-271-0250 during business hours.

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 
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Weekend Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

1. Which house was Harry Potter in?

2. Where is the great barrier reef located?

3. What music artist has the most diamond certified 

albums?

4. At what temperature are Celsius and Fahrenheit 

equal?

5. What is the only type of rock that floats?

6. What does a red card mean in Soccer?

7. When was Earth Day first celebrated?

8. A shape with 5 sides is known as what?

9. The quinoa plant is native to what continent?

10. What is the deadliest disease in history?

COMPETITIONS JEOPARDIZED
The SDSS Robotics Club poses with the robots they designed and engineered themselves.

(EVAN JOHNSON PHOTO)

a former high-school principal at 
the school, recently met with the 
students to talk with them about 
their goals.

“The needs around finding fi-
nancial support is tough because 
these are gifted men and wom-
en, and we need to try to support 
them where we can. So, my job as 
the mayor of this community is 
to advocate for them in the com-
munity as I would a multitude of 
things. I’m so proud of what they 
are doing,” Ritsma said.

“I’m a former student here and 
when I heard about your amaz-
ing success and the work of your 
teacher, I wanted to come here and 
see what the next generation, our 
leaders, the men and women that 
are going to be running amaz-
ing companies here and beyond, 
are doing. I’m proud of what you 
do and I’m proud to be mayor of 
Stratford, and with that comes the 
responsibility to see what you are 
doing.”

The VEX Robotics Competition 
is a worldwide program that de-
signs engineering games to com-
pete each year. For this season, 
the game is called Over and Un-
der and is played in a 12-foot-by-
12-foot arena. There are 28,000 
teams worldwide competing, 
of which, at the time of writing, 
the SDSS club was ranked 156th 
overall.

“The main goal of the game is 
using robots, to try to get as many 
of these tri-balls under the oppo-
nents net and earn points,” said 
Declan O’Neill, a Grade 9 mem-
ber of the robotics club. “The first 
fifteen seconds is autonomous 
and we write code to run it, which 
takes several months.” 

Their robots feature sensors al-
lowing them to maneuver around 
the obstacles in the arena.

Participating in these compe-
titions is important for student 
development and missing out 
means missed opportunities for 
the future. Students from bigger 
schools and universities partic-
ipate and they get opportunities 
to network with other students 
and sponsoring employers from 
organisations such as NASA and 
Google. 

“There will be fundraising 
planned, but the problem is we 
don’t know that we qualify for 
worlds until after provincials, 
which is at the end of February,” 
said student advisor and teacher 
Andrew Bradshaw. “That gives 
about two months for fundraising, 
so that’s one of the biggest chal-
lenges.” 

Though, according to Brad-
shaw, they would have to do 
something really wrong not to 

qualify for worlds since their cur-
rent standing is so strong.

“Going to worlds is great and 
anyone who wants to go, we know 
will have to pay a fair bit to go, 
but having some help get that far 
would be amazing,” said Nathan-
iel Smith, another student mem-
ber of the club, while proudly 
showing the 150-page design and 
development book they maintain 
– a requirement for competition 
that is evaluated by a peer-review 
panel of professionals. 

The Avon Maitland District 
School Board (AMDSB) is aware 
of the club’s impending plight and 
told the Times it would do what 
it could to support the students’ 
ability to compete globally.

“AMDSB is proud of the SDSS 
Robotics team who are doing well 
in competitions and may qualify 
for the world competition in Tex-

as,” a board spokesperson said. 
“Although the board does have 
small amounts of funding that 
could be used towards the initia-
tive (as with other competitions 
that are beyond Huron and Perth), 
there may be fundraising efforts 
needed to enable the students to 
travel such a distance. 

“The board itself (or board staff 
members) cannot undertake a Go-
FundMe fundraising initiative but 
students are not bound by these 
requirements. The board will be 
working closely with the school 
and the 
students 
to en-
able this 
amazing 
oppor-
tunity 
should 
they qual-

ify. Anyone interested in helping 
support this initiative can donate 
through the  Foundation for Edu-
cation, which supports students 
and families in our schools.”

Those who donate through the 
Foundation for Education at foun-
dationforeducation.ca should in-
clude a note that the donation is 
directed toward the SDSS Robot-
ics Club.

For more information, or to 
sponsor the team, email Brad-
shaw at Andrew.bradshaw@
ed.amdsb.ca.

Competitions jeopardized for SDSS Robotics Club 
due to lack of funds

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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29th annual Soups On fundraiser for Alzheimer 
Society Huron Perth a huge success

The first winter storm of the year didn’t 
dampen the spirits of over 1,600 soup 
lovers who warmed up with 22 vendors 
serving up some of the tastiest soups 
many area residents say they have ever 
tasted.

The true winner at the end of the day 
was the Alzheimer Society Huron Perth, 
which raised a total of $48,000 to help 

fund education and support programs for 
locals living with Alzheimer’s disease 
and their loved ones.

Cathy Ritsema, executive director of 
the local Alzheimer Society, was more 
than excited with how the day went. Hun-
gry soup lovers who showed up in droves 
despite the stormy winter weather, and 
hundreds of volunteers helped make the 
day a huge success.

Some of the soup flavours this year 
included: Garfield‘s lasagna soup, the 

angry leprechaun, hug in a bowl beef 
barley, maple roasted butternut- squash 
with bacon, potato leek, corn chowder, 
roasted tomato creamy cauliflower, black 
bean salsa, blueberry blizzard, ham hock 
gumbo, West African peanut, sweet pota-
to blue cheese, coconut curry, potato ba-
con, fire-roasted red pepper, split pea and 
ham and roast carrot ginger with maple 
ricotta.

At the end of the day, the much 
sought-after People’s Choice Award went 

to perennial winners Soup Surreal for 
their corn chowder.

Hyde Construction was again the pre-
senting sponsor and Ritsema was thank-
ful to all participating sponsors and those 
who donated to and bid on items at the 
silent auction.

If you were unable to attend and would 
like to support the local Alzheimer soci-
ety, call 519-271-1910 in Stratford or 519-
482-1482 in Clinton, or email cathyr@
alzhp.ca.

GARY WEST

Times Correspondent

Pictured from left, emcee Eddie Matthews congratulated three soup chefs from Soup 
Surreal while Alzheimer Society Huron Perth executive director Cathy Ritsema presented 
them with their People’s Choice Award. 

Stratford Mayor Martin Ritsma congratulates Ed Illman of 
Stratford who won $1,767.50 after buying the winning ticket 
in the 50/50 draw. His daughter, Carrie Wilson, was last 
year’s 50/50 winner.

The culinary team from The Bruce Hotel served up a ham-
hock gumbo during the 29th annual Soups On fundraiser 
for Alzheimer Society Huron Perth Jan. 13. 

The Stratford Country Club also competed in the annual 
Soups On fundraiser Jan. 13. 

The Stratford District Secondary School Jazz Combo kept soup lovers entertained before 
Strings and Traps took over with their upbeat music to also entertain later during the 
event. 

(EDDIE MATTHEWS PHOTO)(EDDIE MATTHEWS PHOTO)(GARY WEST PHOTOS)
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Small businesses in Stratford can’t catch a break 
This year’s proposed tax-hike, now sit-

ting at 8.5 per cent but was recently as 
high as nearly 12.5 per cent, is not good 
news for local businesses, representatives 
from the Stratford and District Chamber 
of Commerce told Stratford councillors 
at a recent city budget meeting.

Urging councillors to revisit the bud-
get deliberation process with a focus on 
slimming down the budget where feasi-
ble, Travis Blum, advocacy chair with 
the Stratford and District Chamber of 
Commerce, and Eddie Matthews, cham-
ber general manager, spoke last week 
on behalf of businesses across Stratford 
regarding the seemingly oversized tax 
burden. 

Blum noted that nine restaurants have 
closed in the last six months of 2023, and 
several other Stratford businesses have 
closed their doors because of rising costs 
and inflation. 

“The financial scars of COVID-19 are, 

in fact, still fresh,” said Blum. “Accord-
ing to Stats Canada, 56.9 per cent of 
small businesses expect rising inflation 
to be a significant obstacle over just the 
next 90 days.”

With the Canada Emergency Business 
Account (CEBA) coming due and over 
70 per cent of businesses unable to pay 
back these loans, Stratford may see more 
businesses shut down in the near future.  

“Seven out of 10 businesses national-
ly still have not repaid their CEBA loan. 
And almost 35 per cent of those busi-
nesses are unsure if they cannot repay 
their loan by the deadline,” Blum said. 

He spoke to councillors during the lates 
budget meeting of Stratford’s finance and 
labour relations committee Jan. 15 to re-
quest the city take a hard look at what 
the impact of rising taxes will do to small 
businesses and how this will ultimately 
affect Stratford as a whole. 

“Small businesses are the backbone 
of Stratford's vibrant community,” said 
Blum. “They not only contribute to our 
local economy but also add to the unique 

character and appeal of our city. Drastic 
year-over-year tax increases will dis-
courage new investments and strain ex-
isting businesses, potentially leading to 
closures and a loss of the diverse services 
these enterprises provide to our residents 
and visitors.”

Blum, as a financial-services business 
owner, understands the complexities of 
what the city is currently undergoing but 
notes this is still not going to help build 
the economy. 

“The chamber recognizes that during 
these extremely uncertain and difficult 
economic times, the complexities of 
the situation we have as a community 
in front of us do not come with an easy 
solution. In fact, in 2024, when a one 
per-cent change in spending represents 
roughly $730,000, it is clear that difficult 
choices are on the path ahead of us.”

Blum underscored his respect for 
councillors for the work they’ve done 
with the proposed 2024 budgt so far. 

“We believe that every single one of 
you got into public service to impact 

your community positively. For anyone 
to claim otherwise, I think, is an unrea-
sonable assessment of your character 
and the situation at hand.”

He also said the chamber of commerce 
is apprehensive about the feasibility of 
the city’s 10-year capital forecast, par-
ticularly concerning the scheduled pay-
ments to the reserves.

Blum ultimately requested that the city 
take a hard look at spending this year 
and how it will affect everyone, includ-
ing the small businesses that struggle the 
most. 

“[The chamber of commerce] strong-
ly encourages the city to continue to 
examine closely the strategic allocation 
of our existing resources to bolster the 
financial support for existing taxpayers, 
local businesses and the infrastructur-
al framework necessary for conducting 
and attracting business to Stratford.

“Council's commitment to transparen-
cy will be pivotal in effectively commu-
nicating these developments to citizens 
and business owners alike.” 

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

The Carbon Tax is disproportionately affecting 
farmers and those living in rural Ontario, says Nater 
The Government of Canada introduced 

a price on carbon pollution across Can-
ada in 2019 as a way to combat climate 
change, but farmers across Perth County 
say this tax is not only hurting their pock-
etbooks but is also forcing prices on food 
and goods to rise in an already trying time. 

John Nater, Perth-Wellington MP, spoke 
at the Christian Farmers Federation of 
Ontario (CFFO) annual general meeting 
at The Arden Park Hotel on Monday to 
discuss how he believes the carbon tax 
disproportionately affects rural areas in 
Ontario and how the opposing govern-
ment is fighting back with Bill C234: An 
Act to amend the Greenhouse Gas Pollu-
tion Pricing Act. 

“I'm opposed to the carbon tax across 
the board,” said Nater, “especially as it re-
lates to agriculture and the agri-food sys-
tem. What I fear the government doesn't 
entirely recognize is the real impact of the 
carbon tax on the food supply chain.

“Transportation costs are not exempted, 
commercial grain farming is not exempt-
ed, processing isn't exempted, small busi-
nesses aren't exempted.” 

Pricing the carbon pollution is meant 
to incentivize citizens to decrease their 
carbon output, but Nater notes this is not 
actually solving the problem and, in turn, 
causing more harm than good. 

“Each point along the food supply chain 
is paying the carbon tax. So, when we're 
looking at the cost of food specifically, 
every step in getting food to consumers 
encounters the carbon tax, making every-
thing more expensive.”

“[The carbon tax] doesn't achieve what 
it sets out to do and instead adds cost to 
everyone.”

Farmers pay a carbon price on essential 

farming activities such as irrigation, grain 
drying, feed preparation, barns heating 
or cooling and other agricultural growing 
structures.

Bill C234 would provide an exemption, 
limited to on-farm fuel use for these nec-
essary farm practices, allowing farmers 
to invest their money in the efficiency 
of their operations, keep money in their 
pockets, and help lower the cost of goods 
for consumers. 

During a question-and-answer period, 
CFFO member and local dairy farmer 
Gerald Pol asked Nater why the carbon 
tax was implemented in the first place, to 
which Nater expressed that he believes the 

intention was there, but it’s 
just not working to effec-
tively reduce carbon emis-
sions. 

“The intention was to 
move Canadians away from 
fossil-fuel usage,” said Na-
ter, “From an economic 
standpoint, you increase the 
cost of fossil fuels, and the 
idea is to drive people away 
from using those fossil fu-
els. What the government 
fails to recognize is that 
there are no alternatives. It's 
just a tax. It just drives up 

the cost of everything.”
Ben Lobb, Conservative MP, Hu-

ron-Bruce, initially introduced the pri-
vate member's bill to support farmers 
and those living in rural communities; he 
says it was important to bring forward the 
amendment to help keep money in Ontar-
ian's pockets. 

“There are challenges, but there are also 
opportunities,” said Nater. “We live in 
one of the greatest countries on earth and 
we live specifically here in Perth County. 
Perth-Wellington has the largest number 
of dairy farmers anywhere in the coun-
try, the largest number of chicken farmers 
anywhere in the country, the top two or 
three for egg producers, and the top four 
or five for beef and pork. And we have the 
most fertile farmland in Ontario. 

“There will always be challenges. We'll 
have to address those challenges, but we 
still live in a pretty darn good place.”

Nater said that Bill C234 may take time 
to pass and different outcomes could oc-
cur, however he is hopeful the Canadian 
Government will rule in favour of the 
amendment.

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

CUT THE CARBON TAX
John Nater, MP Perth Wellington, speaks to Christian Farmer’s Federation of 
Ontario members during their Annual General Meeting.

(AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE PHOTO)
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AQUAMATION (what is it?)
Information to empower and educate people should be the first goal of fu-

neral service to the public and the funeral home should be an advocate for it.         
– Rutherford Cremation & Funeral Services

There is a lot of conjecture out there with folks who think they know what 
AQUAMATION is and questions from those who do not. It’s not a secret 
with people who know me and my zeal for giving information, that I love 
questions! I have posted information about this environmentally clean and 
non-damaging process before, but I would like to put it into terms that are 
perhaps more easily understood.

The result of having an aquamation done is the same as the result of having 
a cremation done. Aquamation utilizes water. Cremation utilizes fire. From 
both, there are human remains that may be buried, kept or scattered. It is just 
the process that is different. The process of aquamation is a gentler process 
that does not burn fossil fuels, is non-toxic and there is no emission of green-
house gases or mercury. It has been around quite some time.

Aquamation mimics what would happen if a human body is buried in the 
soil without a casket. The soil beneath our feet contains alkali, and alkali com-
bined with water – breaks down organic matter. And, of course, a human being 
is organic! 

A body, rather than being placed in a “retort” for cremation, is instead placed 
in a kind of stainless steel “sensory deprivation tank” similar to a tank people 
spend a lot of money to float, relax and listen to music in. The tank contains 
predominantly water and alkali. The water is then warmed with a gentle flow-
ing motion and after the process is complete, what is left is exactly the same 
thing that is left after a cremation is complete – our bones. The bones from 
a cremation or an aquamation are then broken down further into the remains 
that are returned to the family for burial or scattering.

After a cremation is complete, the remains are like coarse sand. Beige be-
cause the body has been in fire. After an aquamation, the remains are like tal-
cum powder and white. In addition, because aquamation is a gentler process, 
there are perhaps 15% to 20% more remains than there would be through a 
cremation.

Like a cremation, the remains may be placed in an urn if desired, or an heir-
loom, or personally meaningful container from home. It is not a necessity to 
purchase an urn unless desired, as it is perfectly acceptable to bury remains 
in a cemetery in the container in which they come. Urns are options, not ne-
cessities.

We have been offering aquamation in this region for some time now. It is a 
safe and clean option to consider and should be available to those who wish to 
exit this world in a manner that doesn’t leave it worse for wear.

If you have the slightest question or would like to continue the conversation, 
please contact Stuart at Rutherford Cremation & Funeral Services. 804 Ontar-
io Street, Stratford. / 519-271-5062 / rutherford@jarfh.com / www.jarfh.com. 
We provide personalized house-call service across the region.

Rutherford
Cremation & Funeral Services

804 Ontario St., Stratford
 rutherford@jarfh.com |  519-271-5062

Bradshaw Collective 
co-working space to 

open in March

A much-needed co-working space is 
coming to Stratford in March and owner 
Jonny Kirwin is eager to get the space 
open for entrepreneurs and those in the 
corporate world who want a professional 
space to work from. 

Kirwin, also the business owner of Brch 
& Wyn, a coffee and wine bar located be-
low the new space at 245 Downie Street, 
has been in the hospitality industry for 
over 25 years and says as an entrepreneur, 
he understands the need for co-working 
space at an affordable rate. 

“You know, I get it. I understand that 
entrepreneurs sometimes have it tough. I 
want to help them succeed by offering a 
beautiful, collective space where they can 
work and collaborate with others but also 
do it at a fair price.” 

Bradshaw Collective provides co-work-
ing opportunities for businesses of all 
sizes. Their mission is to redefine the tra-
ditional work environment by offering a 
collective space with a flexible and inspir-
ing work environment where like-mind-
ed individuals can not only have a work-
away-from-home space to focus but also 
a space to collaborate with other creatives 
and business-minded individuals. 

“Sometimes people just need a space 
to network,” said Kirwin. “Students, en-
trepreneurs, business owners; it’s nice to 
have a space to network with others and 
bounce ideas off each other. It’s also a way 
to connect to individuals you could work 
with on projects.” 

The location will offer individual desks 

around the perimeter of the space and a 
boardroom that can be rented out for a fee. 
The space is aimed toward those looking 
for an upscale and classy work environ-
ment yet still want to be mindful of their 
spending. 

A highlight of Bradshaw Collective is 
the fact that members can have their own 
desk. These spaces will be rented out 
monthly and can be customized and deco-
rated to suit that person’s needs. 

Noting that the corporate world has 
changed dramatically post-COVID-19, 
Kirwin says that many companies have 
chosen to continue to work from home, 
however the distractions of being at home 
can be hard to manage. 

“Working from home is great, but some-
times kids, dishes, laundry and pets are a 
distraction. At Bradshaw Collective, those 
distractions aren’t there. This is a space 
where you can come, get work done, and 
then go home to enjoy and relax.” 

Bradshaw Collective plans to redefine 
the work-from-home environment by of-
fering flexible membership plans and 
varied prices aimed at helping corporate 
workers and entrepreneurs who may not 
have lofty budgets for working outside of 
the home. 

“We offer several different membership 
plans, varied pricing structures and addi-
tional services such as corporate packag-
es, drop-in rates and half-day rentals for 
the board room.” 

Bradshaw Collective is currently under 
renovation, but Kirwin plans to be open 
for business on March 1. For more infor-
mation or to learn about pricing, please 
visit www.bradshawcollective.com 

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

NEW CO-WORKING SPACE
Bradshaw Collective will be a space for entrepreneurs, students, and business-minded 
people to collaborate and work outside of the distractions of working from home. 

(AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE PHOTO)
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RESTAURANT GUIDE
Local Flavour Advertise your restaurant specials here!

Call 519-655-2341 or e-mail us at 
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

The Army, Navy & Air 
Force Veterans in Canada 

(ANAVETS)
Inviting all eligible Canadian Forces Personnel, Ex-Service 
Members, their respective spouses, widows, and dependents 

seeking assistance for programs and services offered by Veterans 
Affairs Canada to meet with our Service Officer the last Saturday of 
every month between 10:00am and 1:00pm (by appointment only).

All interested parties are asked to contact President Stephen 
Cooper at 519-271-3113 to book a date for a consultation.

151 Lorne Avenue, East Stratford, Ontario N5A 6S4

The “Hungry Fat Guy" - Stratford's favourite food critic 

What started as a way to share 
his love of food has quickly 
turned into an online Facebook 
page where community mem-
bers and visitors check out re-
views and pictures before stop-
ping at a local restaurant. 

The Hungry Fat Guy, as he’s 
locally known, has not revealed 
his identity and goes by this 
name because he wants to be 
treated like everyone else who 
enters the restaurant. 

“If people knew who I was, 
they would try and act different-
ly. I like just walking in, eating 
with everyone else and seeing 
how the staff and everyone else 
operates,” he said.

Noting that small business-
es, specifically restaurants in 
Stratford and St. Marys, seem 
to struggle due to the financial 
hardships of the post-pandem-
ic economy, The Hungry Fat 
Guy said he wants to do his part 
to support local businesses by 
highlighting all there is to offer 
in his town. 

“I love to eat, so I figured I 
could highlight this for others. I 

like to try restaurants that offer 
good value for what you get, and 
people seem to like this.

“I love putting a smile on peo-
ple’s faces, posting about food 
that makes people happy and 
helping local businesses. It’s a 
win-win.”

Not only does the Hungry Fat 
Guy post about local business-
es on his Facebook page, but he 
also retains followers by offering 
fun and witty surveys, such as 
the “Great Pizza Debate,” where 
followers can vote on their fa-
vourite pizza in town and banter 
over the topic in the chat section. 

Another aspect of the Hungry 
Fat Guy’s Facebook page is the 
simple yet delicious recipes he 
posts for all to try. 

“I like to put a few videos of 
me cooking too, simple things 
that are easy.”

Recently posting about his 
deep-dish pizza, followers loved 
watching the process and made 
the recipes themselves. 

Some videos are going viral. 
The Hungry Fat Guy says a few 
of his more popular videos have 
over 3,000 views, which he says 
is amazing because it’s helping 
those local restaurants gain trac-

tion and possibly get more visi-
tors. 

Although this pseudonym is 
new, the Hungry Fat Guy says 
he has been known to play lit-
tle tricks in town for years and 
gets a kick out of making people 
smile. 

When asked where he gets his 
charm, he notes his parents are 
great people who taught him to 
be kind and always help others. 

“My parents are awesome. 
They’re always out helping oth-
ers and volunteering in the com-
munity. They’re never home.” 

He also notes that he grew up 
helping others and it’s been part 
of his character his whole life. 

“When I was a teenager, I 
started mowing my neighbour's 
lawn because it was just getting 
too much for him. He was 105 
years old. I did it every other 
week because he still wanted to 
do it, but when he turned 107, he 
let me take care of it every week, 
and I loved helping him.” 

To follow along and check out 
what restaurants The Hungry Fat 
Guy has been trying, search for 
him on Facebook at “The Hun-
gry Fat Guy” where he posts all 
his local restaurant reviews

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

MYSTERIOUS
He won't reveal his identity, but the internet is loving Stratford and St. 
Marys newest food critic, The Hungry Fat Guy. 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Lending a helping paw: Therapeutic Paws of Canada 
providing happiness boost through volunteer program

Making a difference in someone’s life 
can mean bringing a therapy dog or cat for 
a visit.

Founded in 2002, Therapeutic Paws of 
Canada provides free pet therapy visits to 
seniors, children and youth. According to 
the organization’s website, there are more 
than 500 volunteers across Canada who 
collectively spend more than 10,000 hours 
a year giving their time to the programs. 

Juli Balinsky, chair of Therapeutic Paws 
of Canada, said the dogs and cats provide 
stress relief and mood boosting for anyone 
going through a difficult time, such as a stu-
dent facing exams or a senior facing loneli-
ness in their residence. 

“When they're going through these dif-
ficult times, to have the animals come in, 
it gives them a few minutes of respite,” 
Balinsky said. “A few minutes of comfort, 
a few minutes of one-on-one connection 
because as much as they connect with the 
animal, they're connecting with the handler 
as well.”

The National organization is entirely vol-
unteer-run by people passionate about the 
cause.

 There are team leaders spread across the 
country. Currently, there are no team lead-
ers or volunteers in Stratford, but anyone 
looking to get involved can reach out to 
Therapeutic Paws of Canada.

After speaking with someone from the 
organization, the prospective volunteer and 
their pet would be evaluated and go through 
a series of monitored visits from someone 
in the area, usually a team leader, to demon-
strate they understand the requirements. 
The prospect would also need to provide a 
list of references and a police check. 

"Once we’ve gone through all those 
things, then they can start visiting on their 
own on behalf of the organization,” Balin-
sky said. 

Balinsky does not have a therapy dog with 
Therapeutic Paws of Canada anymore, but 
reflected on times when she made an im-
pact with the dog she’d bring in to a nursing 
home. For example, when she was coming 
up on the fifth year of therapy dog visits at 
a nursing home, a non-verbal resident’s first 

word in years was her dog’s name. 
“He called out and he said, 'Lacey,' and 

his daughter looked at him and said, 'Lac-
ey?' and he said, 'Lacey.' and that was my 
dog's name,” she said.

There was another resident who said 
he didn’t like animals and would be in a 
grumpy mood. Balinsky said she avoided 
him when she brought Lacey in, but they 
kept bumping into each other. 

"It got to the point where we realized we 
were bumping into him in every hallway, 
because he was actually fol-
lowing us,” she said. “The 
longer we visited at this fa-
cility, the closer he got un-
til eventually we won him 
over."

Balinsky first became in-
volved with Therapeutic 
Paws of Canada when she 
was seeking comfort from 
her dog after a rough day at 
work. 

"I was petting the dog 
and my husband said to me, 
'Wouldn't it be great if we 

could share with everybody else what she 
gives to us?' ” she said. “You don't realize 
it at the time. You're just petting your dog. 
You're home, you're sitting on your couch, 
you're deflated. You're petting your dog. In 
your mind, that's all you've done, but you're 
not realizing the benefits you're reaping 
from that interaction with your dog or your 
cat."

For more information, including how to 
get involved, visit tpoc.ca or call 613-632-
6502.

EMILY STEWART

Times Correspondent
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Nominate your favourite business for the Chamber 
of Commerce Business Excellence Awards 

Nominations are now open for the 28th 
annual Stratford and District Chamber of 
Commerce Business Excellence Awards 
set to take place at the Best Western Plus 
Arden Park Hotel on May 2.

The event aims to celebrate those with-
in the local business community and 
recognize excellence in business. Cham-
ber of commerce general manager Ed-
die Matthews said the event specifically 
showcases businesses that commit to the 
community and show exemplary service 
in the region. 

“It's a night for businesses in the com-
munity to get out and celebrate each other 
and be recognized for their hard work,” 
he said.

Matthews also said this year is extra 
special as it’s the second year since the 
pandemic that businesses can celebrate 
together without barriers. 

“With what small businesses have been 
going through in the past four years and 

are still coming out of, it just makes us 
really want to highlight what small busi-
nesses mean to Stratford and the whole 
community.”

The chamber of commerce is proud 
to host the annual Business Excellence 
Awards, honouring outstanding achieve-
ments and commitments in the business 
community. The chamber’s awards com-
mittee is currently looking for entrepre-
neurs, businesses and organizations that 
have demonstrated a dedication to their 
product or service and an ongoing com-
mitment to their employees and the com-
munity at large.

Community members can nominate 
their favourite businesses in several cate-
gories that outline the work that business-
es do throughout the community. 

“The Business Excellence Awards are 
unique because someone actually has to 
come to our website and say that the com-
pany did such great work and take the 
time to nominate them,” said Matthews. 
“It just shows how much the community 
appreciates the business community here in our area.” 

This year’s ceremony will honour busi-
nesses across nine categories including 
retail, hospitality, emerging business, en-
terprise, professional, service, non-profit/
charitable, skilled trades and trailblazing. 

The Business Leader Award and Busi-
ness of the Year Award will be selected 
by the Chamber of Commerce board. 

Anyone can participate and nominate 
a business or community organization 
that has been operating for more than one 
year.  

When nominating a business, they 
must be located within the geographical 

boundaries of the Stratford and District 
Chamber of Commerce, which includes 
the City of Stratford, the Town of St. 
Marys, Perth East and Perth South, and 
the Municipality of West Perth.

The completed nomination form must 
be received by the Chamber office no lat-
er than Jan. 30. Tickets for the Business 
Excellence Award ceremony will go on 
sale to the public in March 2024. 

For more information, to nominate a 
business or to purchase tickets, please 
visit the chamber website, at www.strat-
fordchamber.com.

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

AND THE WINNER IS...
Visit the Chamber of Commerce Website to nominate your favorite local business  

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Reboot Repair receives 
lots of support since 

opening

New IT solutions business Reboot Re-
pair is ready to help anyone with their 
computer repair, upgrade, and network-
ing-solutions needs.

Reboot Repair at 155 Erie Street came 
about after longtime computer store, Com-
pudoc, closed down. Dylan McCarthy, re-
tail and business services manager, opened 
the store with business partner, service 
manager and system builder Cameron 
Russell. McCarthy said the first month of 
business has been positive with lots of fa-
miliar faces coming into the store. 

“Everybody is really supportive and the 
business community especially,” he said. 
“We have a lot of customers that used to 
be our customers at Compudoc, and they 
came here checking out this place."

Reboot Repair also gets new inventory 
in every day. The business offers computer 
sales and services, custom-made gaming 
devices and pre-built systems, and hard-

ware and software repair. Reboot Repair 
also works with both Mac and PC comput-
ers, and Apple and Android devices, and 
offers customized IT plans for businesses. 

"I have a couple of business clients in 
offices that I take care of, so we're big on 
business, services, and computer sales and 
services,” McCarthy said. 

Reboot Repair works with the customer 
to make sure they understand the issue and 
solution, especially if they’re not familiar 
with the technology. 

"Stratford; I feel like it’s more of a re-
tirement town, so there's a lot of people 
here who use computers who may need a 
little bit more help than others,” McCarthy 
said. “We're really big on customer service 
and support so what we do is, if somebody 
needs a computer solution or they need a 
repair on the computer, we do the repair 
but we also make sure to sit down with 
the customer and make sure they're fully 
aware what's happening with their device.”

Visit rebootrepair.net for more informa-
tion. 

EMILY STEWART

Times Correspondent
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196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633

2024 CALENDARS ARE 
GOING QUICKLY

OPTI-CASH CALENDAR DRAW
Jan. 07 Amanda Taylor, Lakeside . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Jan. 08 Ewen Ross, Stratford  . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Jan. 09 Shane Mitchell, Windsor,  . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Jan. 10 Robin Rutherford, St. Marys  . . . . . . $50.00
Jan. 11 Garry Hill, St. Pauls  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00 
Jan. 12 Karen Smith, Shakespeare  . . . . . . . . $50.00
Jan. 13 Nancy & Brent Baker, Stratford . . . . $200.00
Jan. 14 Terry Simmonds, St. Marys  . . . . . . . $50.00
Jan. 15 Allison Core, Stratford  . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Jan. 16 Rick Everett, St. Marys  . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Jan. 17 Leslee Stacey, St. Marys  . . . . . . . . . . $50.00 
Jan. 18 Murray P. Straus, Tavistock  . . . . . . . $50.00
Jan. 19 Becky Clifford Fenwick, Woodstock  . $50.00
Jan. 20 Dave Innes, Lakeside  . . . . . . . . . . . $200.00

Optimist Club of 
Downie Inc.

Funeral Songs for Dying Girls, by Che-
rie Dimaline

@SPL: YA FIC Dimal
Funeral Songs for Dying Girls is one of 

acclaimed Métis author Cherie Dimaline’s 
most recent teen novels. Readers of the 
multi-award-winning The Marrow Thieves 
will be reacquainted with Dimaline’s rich 
storytelling style, but set in present-day To-
ronto with a hint of supernatural. 

16-year-old Winifred Blight lives in a 
cemetery with her emotionally-distant, 
crematorium operator dad, and the in-
terred ashes of her deceased mom. After 
humiliating herself and probably ruining 
her friendship with best friend and crush, 
Jack, Win finds out that the cemetery may 
have to outsource her dad’s job to cut costs. 
This would mean leaving the only home 
she’s ever known. Unfounded rumours of 
Winterson Cemetery being haunted attract 
a local ghost tour company, which could drum up business 
and allow the Blights to stay. Meanwhile, Win starts receiv-
ing visits from a real ghost named Phil, a teen girl who died 
in the cemetery’s ravine in the 1990s. Win is torn between 

saving the home she feels tied to, and ex-
ploiting her blossoming love.

Vividly descriptive, this novel transports 
the reader to muggy summer nights abuzz 
with insects and attics full of dusty curi-
os. While there are a few spine-tingling 
moments, some readers may find the pace 
a bit slow. Others will bask in the setting 
and small cast of quirky characters. Raw 
and authentic, this book does have some 
sex and swearing…and the odd breakfast 
of near-expired kimchi and Timbits! Di-
maline gently weaves in difficult topics 
such as Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls, sexual harassment, sub-
stance abuse, loss, and grief, while keeping 
the story ultimately one of healing. Written 
for teens, this book is sure to also appeal to 
adults who enjoy coming-of-age and atmo-
spheric ghost stories alike.

Funeral Songs for Dying Girls is avail-
able from SPL as a print and e-book.

Alida Lemieux
Public Service Librarian
Stratford Public Library

Book of the Month

Our Buildings Tell a Story
The Worth Block 42 Wellington

The Worth Block was the creation of 
Charles L. Worth in 1889-1890 when 
he was in his mid-30s. He was the son 
of William Worth, who had been a 
hotelkeeper at the same address from 
1868 to 1884. Stretching from 38 to 
46 Wellington St., the block was de-
signed to provide retail outlets on its 
street level, while its upper two sto-
reys were for offices, living quarters 
and meeting halls. Among the first 
occupants were brokers W. G. Mowat 
and Alex Dow. There were others who 
sold liquor, cheese and music supplies.

In 1897, when Stratford’s first city 
hall was destroyed by fire, the mayor 
and his councillors moved their mu-

nicipal headquarters to rooms in the 
Worth Block. The Stratford branch of 
the Royal Canadian Legion was born 
in the same building. At some point, 
the Worths filled their third floor with 
a ballroom. Beginning in 1929, and 
for much of the next four decades, that 
ballroom – 44 stairs up from the street 
– was the city’s best-known dance 
spot.

It began as The Classic Gardens. 
About a decade later it became The 
Royal Ballroom, then The Blue 
Room (1939-1951), The Melody Mill 
(1952-1954), The Blacksmith Shop 
(1955-1957), The Festive Lounge 
(1957-1959), the German-Canadian 
Teutonia Club (1959-1965) and Club 
42 (1965 to March 1969). At least 
once during The Blue Room years, 
and a few times in the days of Club 
42, there was roller skating on the 
ballroom’s hardwood. At other times, 
there were dozens of bingo nights and 
euchre parties. There were political 

rallies and receptions and an art gal-
lery. In the first two years of the Strat-
ford Festival, founder Tom Patterson 
used the big room to welcome digni-
taries and members of the media prior 
to his theatre’s opening-night perfor-
mances.

In 1952, after the death 
of Charles Worth and his 
wife, the Worth Block 
was sold to Herbert Wel-
lington Gregory who 
owned and operated the 
Rexall Drug store at 46 

Wellington St. He sold the building in 
1972 and in the years since, its owner-
ship has changed a few times. 

Read more about Stratford’s built 
history at www.streetsofstratford.ca.

Contributors: Paul Wilker and 
Gord Conroy  

DANCE THE NIGHT AWAY
Ballrooms in The Blue Room, New Years Eve 1949. 

(STRATFORD-PERTH ARCHIVES  PHOTOS)

(DEAN ROBINSON PHOTO)
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Available for Pick Up TODAY!

Sales, Service & Parts

2023 Sorento

2024 Kia Sportage

2023 Kia EV6

2024 Kia Niro EV

2024 Kia Seltos

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

Breaking Gender Barriers in 
moto-cross

A Perth County teen is pushing the 
boundaries of what girls can do in a sport 
once dominated by boys.

Ainsley Berendsen, 14, is taking on boys 
her age in the sport of moto-cross racing. 
In a recent interview, the young racer from 
Fullarton Township, said she only started 
racing in competition this past year, but has 
been a dirt biker for longer than she can re-
member.

She currently races with an 85 cc-2 stroke 
engine on the bike that has secured her 
many wins in just her first year on the cir-
cuit, and she’ll be running on a 125 cc- 2 
stroke bike in 2024. 

She smiles when she says most of her 
competition is male, with an estimated 90 
per cent of those she races against being 
boys her age.

Berendsen mostly races with the Thames 
Valley Riders, a non-profit organization 
with race venues at the Walton Raceway, 
Gopher Dunes in Norfolk County, Gril-
ly-Mor in the Glencoe area, Swiona track 
in Alvinston, and Auburn Hills in Huron 
County.

Racers compete in different age catego-
ries ranging from five to 72, and in two 
distinct seasons: spring (April to July) and 
summer/fall (August to October).

GARY WEST

Times Correspondent

OFF TO THE RACES
Ainsley Berendsen is shown in her father’s shop on their farm west of St. 
Pauls in Perth South. She is getting ready with her moto-cross bike that 
she will race this year in hopes of bringing home more trophies. 

(GARY WESTPHOTO)

CONTINUED TO PAGE 16

Chartered Professional Accountant 

NOW HIRING
Junior Staff Accountant

Daryl McClure & Co CPA Professional Corporation is a 
public accounting firm located in the lovely town of St. 
Marys.

We are seeking a junior staff accountant to prepare 
working papers for compilation engagements, as well as 
personal / corporate tax returns, bookkeeping, payroll, and 
T4’s and 5’s, and liaise with CRA on client matters.   And as 
well, our in-house accounting and payroll, and back up our 
receptionist/admin staff. 

Knowledge of Caseware, Simply Accounting, Quickbooks, 
Excel, and knowledge of tax preparation software are 
required.

Ideally the individual will have at least 4 years of public 
accounting experience, and completion of a 2 year College 
level program, but we would be willing to train the right 
person with an accounting background for this permanent 
role.  The successful individual will be detail-oriented, 
personable, professional, self-motivated, and dedicated to 
our clients, and be able to work both independently and as 
part of a team.  This is a full-time junior accountant 
position that is expected to work long hours in our 5 month 
busy season, and a little more flexible for the rest of the 
year.  We have Friday’s off from July 1 to September 30, and 
the rest of the year we work until 12:30 Fridays, except 
during our busy season.

Please forward your resume with salary 
expectations to: success@mcclureandco.com

We thank you for your interest, but only those selected 
for an interview will be contacted.  

No phone calls please.
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2023 Nissan Kicks

$25,495 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 19,515 KM

2023 Nissan Qashqai SV

$24,999 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 51,698 KM

2022 Mazda CX-9 Touring

$41,495 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 21,998 KM

2019 Ford Mustang GT

$39,495 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 30,964 KM

2020 Ford Escape Titanium

$34,999 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 10,215 KM

2021 Hyundai Elantra

$26,999 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 65,888 KM

2022 Mazda 3 GT

$32,495 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 32,495 KM

2021 Nissan Sentra

$22,999 + HST & lic

LOW KMS -64,550 KM
2019 Nissan Rogue SL

$25,999 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 66,891 KM

2022 Nissan Versa 

$23,495 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 21,402 KM

2016 Chevrolet Malibu

$19,495 + HST & lic

LOW KMS -54,005  KM

FROM A TO Z, WE’VE GOT YOUR IDEAL PRE-OWNED CAR – AFFORDABLE AND RELIABLE!

STRATFORD NISSAN

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

BAD CREDIT... NO PROBLEM!. We work with multiple banks and credit unions to get you APPROVED with LOWEST RATE POSSIBLE! All Credit 
Approved with $0 Down.

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519.273.3119

www.stratfordnissan.com

STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00  PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon.-Fri. 8:00-5:00

2020 Hyundai Ioniq Electric 

$27,999 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 33,380 KM

2021 Nissan Versa SR

$23,999 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 12,237 KM

St Joseph's Catholic Church “Stepping Up” with gala 
to restore iconic front steps

St Joseph's Catholic Church is hosting 
its first gala since the pandemic to help 
raise funds to restore the front steps of 
the beautiful 157-year-old church.  

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church hopes to 
raise funds to help meet its $1-million 
campaign goal, which is the total cost 
of fixing the front steps. Not only is 
the gala expected to help kickstart the 
funding process, but Pastor David But-
ler says it’s also going to be a way for 
the community to celebrate and come 
together. 

“We’re excited to bring the commu-
nity together. The support we get from 
Stratford and St. Joseph’s has always 
been really good,” he said. “We have a 
wonderful parish community that is not 
just for the Catholic community but all 
of Stratford. The church is a pillar build-

ing within our community. It's beautiful 
and we want to restore the steps for all 
to enjoy.” 

Butler says the steps are not only a 
way for community members to access 
the church from the main street, but they 
also offer a beautiful aesthetic for those 
seeking wedding or baptism pictures 
and even tourists who regularly stop to 
take pictures outside of the building. 

“The steps make St Joe's look welcom-
ing, which connects the community. I'll 
see people in front of St. Joe's just look-
ing at the building and taking pictures 
in front of the statue. It’s just a beautiful 
building and the steps are part of that.” 

The church underwent renovations in 
2017, at which time both the interior and 
exterior of the building were updated. 
After that work was completed however, 
Butler noted that the steps were starting 
to degrade and needed attention. 

“We patched and patched but we re-

alized the steps needed to be done. St. 
Joseph’s is a welcoming church, and we 
want to keep it alive for generations to 
come, which means we need to fix the 
steps and make it accessible from the 
street,” Butler said. 

Stepping Up for St. Joseph's Church 
Silent and Live Auction Gala will take 
place Feb. 3 from 5-10 p.m. at the Arden 
Park Hotel (552 Ontario Street). 

A limited number of tickets are avail-
able online and in the Parish Office. The 
cost is $150 per ticket and includes a 
3-course meal and a $100 charitable tax 
receipt. For tickets and more informa-
tion, visit https://www.trellis.org/step-
ping-up-for-st-joes. 

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

ONE STEP AT A TIME
The Piller church needs to update its iconic 
front steps and is hosting a gala to kick-
start the fundraising. 

(AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE PHOTO)
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STRATFORD SPORTS
– STRATFORD’S ULTIMATE INDOOR GOLF EXPERIENCE –– STRATFORD’S ULTIMATE INDOOR GOLF EXPERIENCE –

1060 ONTARIO ST., 519-305-5800

Enjoy Wings and a Domestic Pint Enjoy Wings and a Domestic Pint 
for ONLY $18.99for ONLY $18.99

Rain or shine Rain or shine 
it’s tee off it’s tee off 

time!time!

STRATFORD WARRIORS
2023-24 Player Statistics

(through January 22, 2024)
PLAYER	 POS	 GP	 G	 A	 PTS
Carson Harmer	 F	 35	 22	 25	 47
Michael Denney	 F	 37	 27	 14	 41
Camden Daigle	 F	 37	 15	 26	 41
Braydon Stumpf	 F	 37	 8	 33	 41
Cole Lewis	 F	 37	 17	 21	 38
Joey Brehmer	 F	 37	 12	 15	 27
Casey Bridgewater	 D	 30	 6	 19	 25
Jaxon Broda	 D	 30	 7	 16	 23
Drew Agnew	 F	 35	 7	 14	 21
Haden Frayne	 D	 32	 2	 15	 17
Jacob Wiseman	 D	 28	 3	 7	 10
Rhyse Brown	 F	 25	 3	 6	 9
Dylan Dundas	 F	 26	 4	 4	 8
Kaeden Burger	 D	 26	 1	 6	 7
Liam Gorman	 F	 31	 3	 2	 5
Zach Bell	 F	 29	 3	 2	 5
Wyatt Adkins	 D	 16	 0	 5	 5
Tristian Huinink	 F	 18	 3	 1	 4
Bryce Grandbois	 F	 5	 3	 1	 4
Evan Hjelholt	 D	 29	 0	 4	 4
Owen England	 D	 29	 1	 2	 3
Zachary Schooley	 F	 30	 1	 2	 3
Cole Brooks	 D	 24	 1	 2	 3
Stuart Sinclair	 F	 9	 1	 1	 2
Keaton Bartlett	 D	 10	 0	 1	 1
Ben Graham	 F	 9	 0	 1	 1
Gianmarco Caringi	 F	 3	 0	 1	 1
Trenten Bennett	 G	 9	 0	 1	 1
PLAYER	 RECORD		 GAA  -  SV%
Trenten Bennett	 5-0-2-0	 2.56     .901
Matthew Perdue	 14-12-1-0	 3.24     .908
Carter McDougall	 6-4-0-0	 2.59     .899

519-275-7663 

SSTTRRAATTFFOORRDD  
HHuunntteerr  SStteeeell  
WWAARRRRIIOORRSS  

Friday, Sept. 15th 
7:30pm 

vs Listowel 
Allman Arena 

 
Saturday, Sept. 16th 

7:30pm 
at Listowel 

Steve Kerr Memorial Arena 

Sponsored by 

UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  GGAAMMEESS  
Saturday, January 27 - 7:30pm

vs Kitchener-Waterloo - Allman Arena

Sunday, January 28 - 7:00pm
at Elmira - Dan Snyder Memorial Arena

Friday, February 2 - 7:30pm
vs Sarnia - Allman Arena

Saturday, February 3 - 7:30pm
at Caledonia - Haldimand County Caledonia 

Centre

519-275-7663 

SSTTRRAATTFFOORRDD  
HHuunntteerr  SStteeeell  
WWAARRRRIIOORRSS  

Friday, Sept. 15th 
7:30pm 

vs Listowel 
Allman Arena 

 
Saturday, Sept. 16th 

7:30pm 
at Listowel 

Steve Kerr Memorial Arena 

Sponsored by 

UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  GGAAMMEESS  

Fourth-placed Warriors still searching for consistency
Even as they remain in a position to have 

home-ice advantage in the first round of 
the playoffs, the Stratford Hunter Steel 
Warriors find themselves continuing to 
struggle to build consistency after win-
ning two of their last four games.

Head coach Dave Williams said that the 
team’s need for consistency encompasses 
their play from game to game and period 
to period.

“Our recent matchups against Ayr and 
Listowel highlighted the need for our 
team to stay sharp throughout the full 60 

minutes,” Williams told the Times. “In 
a league where every team is so closely 
matched, a rough period or a string of pen-
alties can flip the game. Our conference 
boasts some seriously talented teams and 
players and they're sure to capitalize on 
opportunities, just like we are.”

The bench boss added that solving the 
consistency issue was paramount as the 
entire league gears up for the post-season.

“The trick is navigating those tough 
moments and bouncing back with some 
strong plays of our own. In this competi-
tive conference, being able to weather the 
storm is key. As we approach the playoffs, 
the emphasis remains on refining the con-
sistency of our performance. Since day 
one, as a group, we've prioritized this as-
pect and addressed it on a weekly basis. 
To achieve success, we must remain com-
mitted to playing a hardworking, compet-
itive style of game.”

The Warriors found a big victory back 
on Jan. 14 when they walked into the 
Waterloo Memorial Recreation Centre 
and defeated the K-W Siskins 5-2. Cole 

Lewis netted a hat-trick and Matt Perdue 
held down the fort in net, stopping 41 of 43 
Kitchener-Waterloo shots in the Warriors’ 
victory. Carson Harmer continued his ex-
cellent play, putting up three assists in the 
game.

Several days off proved not to benefit 
the Warriors when they travelled to Ayr 
Jan. 18 and lost to the Centennials 5-3. 
Ayr came out firing on all cylinders, cav-
ing Stratford in by outshooting the visitors 
22-7 in the opening period. Bryce Grand-
bois scored his first goal as a Warrior and 
Perdue made 42 saves in the loss. Jordan 
Charron tallied three goals for the Centen-
nials.

One day later, back on home ice, the 
Warriors stormed back against the strug-
gling Caledon Bombers with Stratford 
picking up a 10-1 victory. This time, it was 
Harmer who scored a trio of goals while 
Grandbois, Joey Brehmer and Michael 
Denney each netted a pair. Casey Bridge-
water had four assists and Camden Daigle 
had a goal and two helpers.

Rounding out their three games in four 
days, the Warriors hit the 
road to visit the Listowel 
Cyclones and, much like 
in their trip to Ayr, things 
got derailed by one in-
credibly poor period. This 
time, it was the third frame 
which saw the Cyclones 
erase a 3-1 Stratford lead 
with fivethird-period goals 

en route to a 6-4 Listowel win. Harmer 
scored his 22nd of the year in the defeat 
which gave the young forward points in 
nine of his last 10 games, five of which 
were three-point nights for Harmer.

Other point streaks that were continued 
against Listowel included Bridgewater 
and Rhyse Brown, both of whom have 
points in four straight, as well as Drew 
Agnew who is on a five-game point streak.

Williams summarized the team’s recent 
four-game set, after which the Warriors 
sit fourth in the Midwestern Conference, 
four points up on the Centennials and two 
points behind the Siskins.

“In our recent four-game stretch, we've 
been pleased with our overall perfor-
mance. There are numerous positives we 
want to reinforce within the group. In 
the game in Waterloo, we played a very 
complete game from start to finish. Then 
in Ayr, the slow start had us chasing the 
game from the get-go against a team that 
is playing really good hockey.

“Against Caledon, our specialty teams 
excelled, leading to some nice goals,” 
continued Williams as he contrasted the 
team’s up and down performances recent-
ly. “Unfortunately, on Sunday, we let the 
game slip away in the third period after 
working hard to take a 3-1 lead into the 
third. The key takeaway for the group is 
clear – in our conference, you must com-
pete for a full 60 minutes to give your-
self the best opportunity to win hockey 
games.”

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Times Regional Reporter

Points are tallied for each race 
with the total added at the end of 
the year for individual placing. 
Berendsen says all competitors 
have a transponder attached to their 
bikes and race by their lap time on 
a circular track that has jumps and 
moguls. She says the rutted track 
is very difficult to navigate, es-
pecially on turns, and sometimes 
competitors have to race on muddy 
tracks in rainy weather.

Those days, Berendsen said, 

tests her skill.
Berendsen works as a welder part 

time to help pay for her entry fees 
at a neighbour’s welding shop and 
has ever since she was a 12-year-
old. She also plays competitive 
hockey for St. Michael Catholic 
Secondary School in Stratford and, 
over Christmas, played four games 
in Europe. After flying into Frank-
furt, Germany, the team visited 
Nuremberg, Prague, Vienna and 
Salzburg Austria.

Breaking Gender 
Barriers in moto-cross

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14
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GOJHL STANDINGS
Midwestern Conference

(Standings through January 22, 2024)

	 GP	 W	 L	 OTL	 T	 PTS
Elmira Sugar Kings	 39	 26	 11	 0	 2	 54
Listowel Cyclones	 35	 25	 7	 1	 2	 53
Stratford Warriors	 37	 22	 12	 3	 0	 47
KW Siskins	 36	 22	 9	 1	 4	 49
Cambridge Redhawks	 37	 19	 15	 3	 0	 41
Ayr Centennials	 37	 21	 15	 1	 0	 43
Brantford Bandits	 37	 6	 30	 1	 0	 13
Caledon Bombers	 38	 4	 33	 0	 1	 9

WOSHL STANDINGS
(Standings through January 22, 2024)

	 GP	 W	 L	 OTL	 T	 PTS
Tillsonburg Thunder	 17	 14	 3	 0	 1	 29
Petrolia Squires	 20	 13	 7	 0	 0	 26
Tilbury Bluebirds	 19	 12	 7	 0	 1	 25
Stratford Fighting Irish	 18	 11	 7	 0	 2	 24
Strathroy Jets	 21	 11	 10	 0	 2	 24
Alvinston Killer Bees	 19	 10	 9	 0	 1	 21
Woodstock Lakers	 18	 10	 8	 0	 0	 20
Elora Rocks	 19	 8	 11	 0	 2	 18
Delhi Flames	 18	 8	 10	 0	 1	 17
Dunnville Aeros	 21	 6	 15	 0	 3	 15
Orangeville Blitz	 20	 2	 18	 0	 0	 4

STRATFORD FIGHTING IRISH
2023-24 Player Statistics

(through January 22, 2024)
PLAYER	 POS	 GP	 G	 A	 PTS
Ray Robbins	 F	 14	 11	 12	 23
Graham Brulotte	 F	 14	 8	 14	 22
Matt Henderson	 D	 17	 4	 13	 17
Sean O'Brien	 F	 11	 3	 14	 17
Dylan Buckholz	 F	 17	 7	 8	 15
Cameron Stokes	 F	 11	 7	 8	 15
Cooper Leitch	 F	 16	 6	 9	 15
Warren Gorman	 F	 15	 4	 10	 14
Matt Fuller	 D	 15	 3	 10	 13
Ryan O'Bonsawin	 D	 14	 6	 6	 12
Ben Hawerchuk	 F	 5	 6	 5	 11
Justin Murray	 D	 9	 4	 7	 11
Brody Smith	 F	 15	 4	 2	 6
Riley Coome	 D	 14	 3	 3	 6
Matt Granger	 D	 16	 2	 4	 6
Mav Petrie	 F	 17	 2	 3	 5
Colin Martin	 F	 18	 2	 2	 4
Spencer Mills	 F	 12	 1	 3	 4
Zachery Tierney	 D	 3	 1	 2	 3
Steven DeGroot	 F	 8	 1	 2	 3
Sebastien Nogueira	 F	 18	 0	 3	 3
Calvin Thomson	 D	 7	 0	 3	 3
Michael Finlay	 D	 9	 1	 1	 2
Curtis Nogueira	 F	 11	 0	 1	 1
PLAYER	 RECORD		 GAA  -  SV%
Zach Weir	 7-4-0	 3.41      .900
Darren Smith	 4-2-0	 4.00      .898

Explosive third period lifts Fighting Irish by Killer Bees

It may not have been the most explo-
sive third period just looking at the shots 
on goal, but with fights, late-game drama 
and six goals on 18 shots between both 
teams, the Stratford Bentley’s Fighting 
Irish’s visit to the Alvinston Killer Bees 
Jan. 19 didn’t drop off after the second 
intermission.

The icebreaker came at the 5:21 mark 
of the first when Brody Smith got the 
Fighting Irish on the board. Just 30 sec-
onds later, Rylan Bowers came back 
for Alvinston and tied the game at one 
apiece. Before the first frame was done, 

however, Ray Robbins potted 
a go-ahead goal for Strat-
ford.

After the Killer 
Bees held a narrow 
22-19 lead in shots 
in the first 20 min-
utes, the Fighting 
Irish stormed back 
to life in the second, 
peppering Alvin-
ston with a 29-14 shot 
clock advantage. De-
spite this, the only goal 
of the period was recorded 
by Ethan Lamoureux to tie the 
game for the Killer Bees five-and- a-

half minutes into the period.
At almost the exact same 

mark in the third period, 
Dylan Buckholz found the 

scoresheet to put the 
Fighting Irish back up 
by one. Graham Bru-
lotte then chipped 
in a goal a mere two 

minutes and 26 sec-
onds later to make it 
4-2 Stratford.

The Killer Bees came 
back with a goal from 

James McEwan with just under 
seven minutes left in regulation. Strat-
ford responded by scoring twice in the 

final three minutes, including goals from 
Cameron Stokes and Ryan O’Bonsawin. 
Bayly Fryfogle cut the Fighting Irish’s 
lead to two in the final minute but that 
was as close as Alvinston came with 
Zack Weir hanging on in goal for a 6-4 
win.

Going into this week’s schedule, the 
Fighting Irish sat tied for fourth place in 
the WOSHL standings with the Strath-
roy Jets. Both are one point back of the 
Tilbury Bluebirds for third spot and two 
points behind the second-place Petrolia 
Squires. Strathroy plays the top-seeded 
Tillsonburg Thunder Jan. 26 while the 
Fighting Irish next hit the ice Jan. 27 to 
battle the Squires.

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Times Regional Reporter

U14 Warriors win Gold at Toronto 
Aeros tournament

The U14 Stratford Jr. Warriors became 
champions at the Toronto Aeros Winter 
Challenge tournament Jan. 11-14, defeat-
ing the Gloucester Rangers 4-3 in the 

gold-medal game.
Head coach Garrett James was thrilled 

with his team’s effort all weekend long.
“I thought the team had an excellent 

tournament,” James told the Times. “Ev-
ery player brought a high compete level 
and contributed towards our team goal of 

winning the championship. We had the 
chance to play some strong competition 
throughout the weekend, so it was nice 
getting to see how our development and 
structural pieces are coming together. I 
couldn’t be more proud of our group.”

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Times Regional Reporter

GOLD MEDAL
The U14 Stratford Jr. Warriors earned the Gold Medal at the Toronto Aeros tournament held earlier this month. Pictured in the bottom 
row, from left to right, are Graham Renton and Mac Munro. In the middle row, from left, are Ryan Watling, Nick McGill, Owen Martin, Sam 
Harrow, Parker Glitz, Caleb Hurley, Liam Micks, Cohen Bowles, and Trainer Donna Martin. In the back row, from left, are Goalie Coach 
Mark Duchesne, Ryder Duchesne, Head Coach Garrett James, Callum Howson, Coach Ethan Adair, Parker Obre, Ty Burtenshaw, Daxton 
Verspeeten, Saunder Degraauw, Coach Andrew Bogdon, Colton Campbell, and Coach Drew Goebel.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

CONTINUED TO PAGE 18
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JANUARY BLOW OUT SALEJANUARY BLOW OUT SALE
2019 Lexus UX 250h

$36,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
22,869 km

All-Wheel Drive

2020 Chevrolet Blazer True North

$37,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
11,944 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Honda Pilot Sport

$46,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
41,501 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia K5 GT

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
42,936 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Chevrolet Trailblazer LT

$32,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
17,586 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Subaru Crosstrek Limited

$32,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
53,627 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Ford EcoSport SE

$23,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,557 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2020 Ford Explorer XLT

$36,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
57,544 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Nissan Rogue S

$30,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
58,013 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Kia Forte EX+

$26,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
49,002 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Rubicon

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
38,931 km

All-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

Bad or challenging credit? Newcomer? Work Permit? Everyone is approved, some conditions apply.

FIRST PAYMENT ON US!FIRST PAYMENT ON US!
Ask for details, some conditions apply.

2022 Kia Forte GT-Line

$34,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
36,880 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2023 Chevrolet Malibu 2LT

$36,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
210 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Ford Bronco Sport Badlands

$42,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
15,701 km

All-Wheel Drive

The Rangers and Warriors 
finished first and second in 
the U14 division with the only 
blemish on either team’s re-
cord coming when the two 
met in the round-robin and 
finished in a 2-2 tie. Stratford 
won their three other games 
before the knockout stage and 
scored at least five goals in 
each contest, an offensive out-
put that James said was thanks 
to every corner of the lineup.

“One of the keys to winning 
was the full team effort we 
brought forward,” said James. 
“The offensive contributions 
didn’t just come from one line. 
Each player did their part in 
getting the job done, both of-
fensively and defensively.”

James said the team’s 
months of work on their con-
sistency at both ends of the ice 
bore fruit in the form of the 

tournament title.
“This is our first year with 

the team, so we’ve been intro-
ducing a lot of new structur-
al systems with the players. 
We’ve put a lot of focus on 
this, and it’s started to show 
with the consistent play over 
the past couple of months. We 
take pride in our defensive 
structures which has really 
shown and been a key piece in 
our success.”

“The players' commitment 
to detail and compete level 
is what helped us rise to the 
occasion,” James continued, 
commending his team for 
stepping up when the lights 
were on brightest. “There 
were some challenging mo-
ments throughout the week-
end, but the boys’ collective 
compete level until the last 
minute helped us become 
champions.”

U14 Warriors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

Fighting Irish hockey organizers 
bring wrestling to Stratford

It was an action-packed Sat-
urday night at Stratford’s Ro-
tary Complex as the Fighting 
Irish senior hockey team and 
Hammerlock Pure Wrestling 
of London combined to bring 
entertainment to the area for a 
sold-out performance.

Organizers Jeff Morris, Ja-
mie Petrie, Barry Grasby and 
many other volunteers made 
the night one to remember.

For the club’s first-time 
wrestling fundraiser, the 
crowd of over 300   showed 
their appreciation and or-
ganizers were said to have 
turned away over 300 more for 
the sold-out night of wrestling 
action.

GARY WEST

Times Correspondent

TAKE DOWN
With screaming fans in the background, Listowel’s Bryce “Young Lion” Hanson, 
showed why he is still the reigning champion as he pins Toronto’s John Atlas down 
for the three count in the first match of wrestling action Saturday night in Stratford. 

(GARY WEST PHOTO)
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804 Ontario St., Stratford
226-779-0548 | genuinefitness.ca

Fitness. 
Fun. 
Results.

Speak with one of our coaches to find out if Speak with one of our coaches to find out if 
Genuine Fitness is right for you.Genuine Fitness is right for you.

Step inside 
Genuine Fitness, let go of:

• Your endless to-do list
• Your struggles to get fit in 

the past
• Your stress and tensionU12 STRATFORD WARRIORS STRIKES GOLD

Back Row coaches L-R:Andre Gorley, Al Zordreger, Kyle Marshall, Mark Bye
Players: Malcolm Austin-Olsen, Marcus Atkinson, Nash Riehl, Andrew Hodgins, Louie 
Turpin, Nick Forman, Lincoln Rae
Front Row: Josef Bitzer, Sawyer Verspeeten, Nate Micks, Mason Bye, Owen Hurley, 
Grayson Gorley, Miles Marshall, Tyler Peck, Nash Zacher

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

U12 Warriors compete in 
the 64th annual Preston 

International Hockey 
Tournament 

St. Mikes Junior Girl Volleyball Team bring home Gold

The U12 Warriors played against the 
Centre Wellington Fusion in their sixth 
and final game at the 64 Annual Preston 
International Hockey Tournament this 
past weekend in Cambridge.

Starting the game off, Mason Bye tied up 
the game with the first goal during the first 
period. During the second period, Louie 
Turpin stunned the crowd with a slapshot 
from the blue line, making it right to Hur-
ley, who tipped it into the net. During the 
second period, Hurley also scored anoth-
er goal, bringing the team into an intense 

third period.
 During the third, Andrew Hodgens 

scored a fantastic goal, and the team killed 
a five-on-three powerplay. This time, Nick 
Forman made a slap shot from the blue 
line that Hurley tipped in again, with 30 
seconds left on the clock. The game at the 
end of the third was tied, 6-6.

 The nail-biting, tied game finally gave 
way in overtime, when Hurley scored 
the winning goal nine seconds into over-
time, and the Warriors took home the win 
against the Centre Wellington Fusion, 
whom they had been defeated against 
twice in the past – third time's a charm for 
the U12 Warriors!

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Times Correspondent

The St. Michael Catholic Secondary 
School junior girls’ volleyball team came 
home with gold medals at the Ingersoll 
Blue Bombers volleyball tournament last 
week.

  Starting the day off strong, the girls 
played against Saunders Secondary 
School, winning 25-24 in the first set and 
25-15 in the second. Next up, St. Mikes 
played against St. Joes and won 25-20 in 
both sets. Later that day, playing against 
Woodstock Collegiate Institute (WCI), 
they played well in the first, winning 25-
22, but lost their first and only set 20-25 in 
the second.

Later in the evening, St. Mikes faced 
Medway High School, winning 25-20 in 
the first and 25-16 in the second, which 
brought them to the gold medal game.

 St. Mikes once again faced off against 
WCI in the finals. Evie and Liv Lepping-

ton's  strong and steady serving helped 
them take the lead. Avery Hinds's strong 
net play was crucial in defending. Emer-
syn Miller and Hailey Modaragamage had 
a chance to make some incredible digs as 
liberos. During the first set, the girls won 
25-19 and in the second, they fought hard 
and won 25-23, leading them to the gold 
medal.

 “We saw strong play all around by St. 
Mike's Junior girls today,” said Coach 
Madelyn Giovinazzo. “Working as a team 
helped them come out on top against WCI 
and emerge victorious as the tournament 
winners in the finals.” 

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Times Correspondent

VICTORIOUS
Back row: Jayda Houben, 
Savanna Pereira, Lorreighn 
Del Rosario, Evie Lepping-
ton, Liv Leppington, Tessa 
Burdett, Avery Hinds, Selah 
Patterson 
Front row: Jessica Lerch, 
Hailey Modaragamage, Mar-
en Marshall, Emersyn Miller, 
Lyla Straus

(AMANDA 
MODARAGAMAGE 

PHOTOS)

SHERRIE ROULSTON
Real Estate Broker 
email: sherrieroulston@royallepage.ca 
Direct:  519-272-3578

 A Passion 
for People
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Perception exhibit at Gallery Stratford features a 
collection of students’ artistic perspectives 

Gallery Stratford was recently full of 
visitors checking out the work of 30 vi-
sual-art students from Stratford District 
Secondary School (SDSS). 

The graduating students’ end-of-year 
exhibition, Perception, features their 
paintings, sculptures, collages and other 
pieces. The exhibition had its opening re-
ception Jan. 20 and will run until Feb. 18.

Susan Zorgdrager, teacher at SDSS, 
said the students in the Grade 12 open 
studio art class picked a theme at the start 
of the semester and created six pieces un-
der the theme. The students picked one 
piece that best represents their theme to 
go on display as part of the exhibition. 
They also came up with the name “Per-
ception” for the exhibition to showcase 
the range of perspectives from their own 
experiences.

“It's a real collection of a lot of their in-
terests, a lot of their concerns, some of 
their struggles.” Zorgdrager said. “You 
can all see it sort of come out in their 

artwork, so they put a lot of thought into 
their art pieces and how they'll be pre-
sented.”

The students’ bios outlining the pieces, 
the inspiration behind the work and their 
post-secondary plans were posted on a 
wall just before the exhibition. Several 
of the students opened up about person-
al matters such as their experiences with 
anxiety, ADHD and autism. 

“Art remains and being creative re-
mains such an important human dimen-
sion and as an outlet for creativity and 
struggles or anxieties … and it can play a 
role in helping to alleviate some of those,” 
Zorgdrager said. “Some of those pieces 
do a really good job teaching others and 
trying to show visually what it's like to 
struggle with a mental challenge or being 
disabled or something. You get to see that 
in the work.”

The students were eager to explain their 
pieces and the inspiration behind the art. 
Eileen Lee’s painting, Rooted, combined 
the parallel between nature and humans 
and the connection humans have with the 
Earth in life and death.

“I think nature; it's something we come 
across every day, but a lot of people fail 
to stop and really consider nature and all 
of its beauties and properties and every-
thing,” she said. “I wanted to let people 
focus on our connection that we have and 
really appreciate nature because it's obvi-
ously very important.”

The students were also excited to pres-
ent their artwork in Gallery Stratford and 
felt it was a stepping stone to their future. 
Halle Diehl plans to pursue a bachelor’s 
degree in fine arts after taking a fifth year 
at SDSS and said she can talk about the 
Perception exhibition when she applies to 
universities.

“Now I can say that I've had art in a gal-
lery, so it's very cool,” Diehl said. 

Abbey Aitken’s art piece was a diora-
ma of an apartment highlighting different 
rooms, each designed to the personality 
types from the Myers-Briggs personality 
test. Aitken, who wants to study acting, 
said she learned when looking at differ-
ent post-secondary institutions that set 
design begins with creating dioramas. 

"It leads to so much opportunity,” she 

said of the opportunity for students to 
display their work in Gallery Stratford. 
“Some people will want to purchase 
the art that's here today and that type of 
thing, so I think it's a big opportunity for 
exposure, especially for a community 
that's so focused around the arts and the 
theatre and the gallery and that type of 
thing."

Kaylynn Broda, a student artist who 
also works at Gallery Stratford, curated 
the exhibit. She began working for the 
gallery through the Young Canada Works 
grant program, which provides employ-
ment opportunities for high school stu-
dents they usually wouldn’t get.

"When you're younger, you don't real-
ly get to work in a facility such as an art 
gallery,” Broda said. “Having that oppor-
tunity to work somewhere kind of uncon-
ventional, it's really eye opening, and you 
get your foot in a place that. If you want 
to go in or if you don't want to go in, you 
get a first-hand experience of how run-
ning it would really be. I've learned a lot 
and I'm really grateful for the time that 
I've had here.”

EMILY STEWART

Times Correspondent

Abbey Aitken is one of the 30 studio art students from Stratford District Secondary School 
whose work can be seen in the Perception exhibition at Gallery Stratford. Aitken designed 
an apartment inspired by Myers-Briggs personality types.

Stratford District Secondary School students such as Halle Diehl are featured in the 
Perception exhibition at Gallery Stratford. Diehl's piece is nature-inspired and partly drew 
inspiration from seeing salmon swimming up the ladder during migration season in Port 
Hope.

Inspired by the connection between humans and nature, Stratford District Secondary 
School student Eileen Lee created the "Rooted" piece that is displayed in the Perception 
exhibition. The exhibition features the work of 30 students and will run at Gallery Stratford 
until Feb. 18.

Stratford District Secondary School student Kaylynn Broda stands next to her oil pastel 
piece, "Cat, Bottle, and Flowers", at the Perception exhibition opening reception at Gallery 
Stratford. Broda, whose work centered on postage stamps throughout the semester, along 
with her classmates' work, will be on display at the gallery until Feb. 18.

(EMILY STEWART PHOTOS)
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 LIFE LEASE FOR SALE
UNIT #27
2705 KINGSWAY DRIVE

1 Bedroom / 1 Bathroom
830+ Sq Ft
Open Concept Layout
Private Driveway
Main Floor Laundry
Pet Friendly

Discover carefree living at Trinity Village Terraces. Tired
of cutting the grass and shoveling snow? No worries here,

that is all done for you! Plus, no maintenance either! 

Call today 519-896-3112
retirement@trinityvillage.com

www.trinityvillage.com

$399,900
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Federal grant helping Kiwanis Festival of Performing 
Arts become more accessible and inclusive 

Glen Dias and Gail Selkirk showcasing new music in 
concert at Revival House

A one-time grant through the Govern-
ment of Canada’s Community Services 
Recovery Fund (CSRF) has enabled the 
Kiwanis Festival of the Performing Arts 
(KFPA) to research and implement ways to 
make auditions and performances accessi-
ble to both performers and the audience.

“The grant is allowing us to investigate 
ways to make participating in the Kiwanis 
festival a welcoming experience and we’re 
also trying to find a way to help people 
newer to our culture find their place. I am 
trying to find ways to let the community 
know that if there is a class that isn’t of-
fered to let me know, and we can add it,” 
said KFPA executive director Pat McKin-
na, who is grateful the festival was the re-
cipient of the grant, and enthusiastic about 
what it would enable. 

Performance venues, for the most part, 
are accessible to audiences, but features 
such as stages typically are not. Among the 
initiatives she is pursuing is the new pilot 
project “The Featured Musical” starring a 
cast of non-professional performers of all 

ages and abilities.
“Our society has become more aware of 

accessibility and inclusivity and certainly 
this event, which has been around since 
1927, needs to be welcoming to everybody 
in society, and that means people who have 
disabilities. I’ve learned a lot. Any human 
being is going to become disabled. We age, 
our vision is affected, our mobility is af-
fected, we wear out. What the accessibility 
movement is trying to do is make normal 
activities and things that are enjoyable to 
do possible for the people that are disabled. 
What the CSRF grant has enabled me to do 
is make places like Avondale, which was 
renovated to become the performing arts 
centre that it is; they never quite solved 
how to make the stage accessible,” McKin-
na said, adding she hopes to find a solution.

The first ever benefit musical featured 
is Anne of Green Gables the Musical. A 
dream creative team of performance coach-
es Stephen Woodjetts and Scott Beaudin, 
and director Diana Leblanc has been as-
sembled and rehearsals have begun. They 
have attracted a cast of about 45 compris-
ing children, teenagers and adults. 

“We gathered people over the fall. We 

had a couple of sessions where people 
came. It wasn’t an audition as much as we 
just needed to see what experience they had 
and to see where peoples’ voices were. We 
have a couple whose voices are changing,” 
said McKinna. 

During the fall, participants were able to 
book sessions with Woodjetts for coaching.

Rehearsals are primarily held at Avon-
dale United Church where the musical will 
be performed April 5. The choice of musi-
cal fell to Woodjetts, who has practically 
done the cannon of musicals, but has not 
done Anne of Green Gables. It was a per-
fect fit for what McKinna was hoping to 
achieve; a cast of all ages and abilities giv-
en that the town of Avonlea is comprised of 
many different townsfolk.

She has found that participants in the Ki-
wanis Festival of Performing Arts wanted 
more opportunities to perform for the pub-
lic. Adults who had, for some reason or an-
other, left music behind were looking for 
something to reunite them with singing. 
Creating the Feature Musical was the an-
swer and she hopes that it will be an annual 
occurrence.

They will be singing the story of Anne of 

Green Gables, but not performing the en-
tire musical, which features dance. There 
will be a warm-up act featuring the 2023 
KFPA Favourite Award winners who will 
perform before the Anne of Green Gables 
concert. 

Tickets are pay what you can this year, 
and proceeds will go back to support the 
KFPA. McKinna hopes that this will be 
an annual performance, and she has added 
classes to the festival that include the songs 
from the musical for the Musical Theatre 
category. That way, if someone wants to go 
on and sing one of the songs in the festival, 
they will have experience.

“I certainly hope that this is a recurring 
learning and performing opportunity. It’s 
learning for all of us, not just the singers 
learning the music. We are all learning 
something a little bit different in the ac-
cessibility department especially, and it 
depends on the people that come forward 
to participate and what we might have to 
do to make the rehearsal process accessi-
ble and welcoming,” said McKinna, noting 
there are those in the current cast that have 
mobility issues and vision issues.

LISA CHESTER

Times Correspondent

CONTINUED TO PAGE 25

It doesn’t seem so long since the sold-
out, annual birthday concert featuring 
Glen Dias and Gail Selkirk, yet here they 
are again, invited back to Revival House 
for another show. 

They have been hard at work in rehears-
als these past few months to bring new 
music and some old favourites back to the 
Stratford music venue for an afternoon 
concert Feb. 18 at 2 p.m. 

“We are thrilled to be back,” said Sel-
kirk.

“What’s happening here; Gail and I cus-
tomarily do one show a year, my birthday 
concert, and we have incorporated Gail’s 
birthday as well. We put in all this work 
and preparation for the show and then 
we don’t do another one for a year. We 
thought, with all the work and effort we 
put in, we shouldn’t wait so long to do an-
other,” said Dias.

After deeming that six months was a 
suitable period to wait between concerts, 
they settled on February – perhaps Valen-
tine’s Day, but Revival House was already 
booked – so they thought they would book 
after Valentine’s Day. Still in the mood for 
love, they have titled the concert, Never 
Too Late for Love.

It will be a different show from what 
fans may have become accustomed to pre-
viously, with new music and some old fa-
vourites, all in the theme of love.

“It’s a new show with a lot of love of dif-
ferent types going on, different subjects or 
love objects. For example, I will do ‘Af-

rica’ by Toto, which is about a love for a 
country,” said Selkirk.

The afternoon setting will enhance 
the experience, with the light streaming 
through the stained glass windows as the 
two perform on stage.

“This makes for a very different feeling 
in the restaurant and for the audience. The 
ambience is great. It’s also good for those 
that have to work the next day, so it’s a nod 
to our audience,” said Dias.

There will be two sets, first a solo set by 
Selkirk followed by Dias accompanied by 
Selkirk on the baby grand piano. 

“What’s different from all the concerts 
we’ve done before is that Gail usually 
plays on an electric keyboard and stands at 
the keyboard. It’s a different presentation, 
almost a rock presentation, but this time 
around we are using the baby grand piano. 
It resonates,” said Dias.

It will make for a very different look and 
feel for the concert. It’s a great spacious 
setting for them to play. What can fans ex-
pect of the concert this time? They are not 
letting the cat out of the bag. 

“I normally don’t let people know what 
I am performing. Just come and let me re-
veal it to you. We construct our sets in a 
way, sequence them in a way, that we take 
the listener on a little jaunt,” said Dias.

Tickets to the concert are available 
through a link on the Revival House web-
site under their events calendar or by vis-
iting ticketscene.ca and searching for Glen 
Dias. After purchasing tickets, contact Re-
vival House to reserve a table for the con-
cert, or reserve a table for brunch ahead of 
the show.

LISA CHESTER

Times Correspondent

LOVE IN HARMONY
Gail Selkirk and Glen Dias in rehearsal ahead of their new concert Feb 18 at Revival House.

(LISA CHESTER PHOTO)
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A Stratford Artist breaks the financial barrier 
between artists and their supplies 

Elliott BROOD to play first-ever Stratford show at 
Revival House

Instead of seeing the negative aspect 
of his diagnosis, Sal Cucci – a Strat-
ford-based artist who was diagnosed with 
stage four cancer in 2021 – has decided to 
live his life to the fullest and help others 
by providing access to artistic supplies at 
an affordable price all year. 

“I knew that when I was looking for art 
supplies, I would visit several different 
websites to find the best deal, so I thought 
if I can offer supplies at the sale price all 
the time, this would help artists with their 
overhead costs and make art more acces-
sible to everyone,” Cucci said. 

After being diagnosed with cancer, Cuc-
ci set out to bring art to everyone without 
the financial barrier. That when his web-
site, www.freetheartist.ca, was born. 

“I think it's really important in our cul-
ture to have the arts encouraged but par-
ticipated in by youth,” he said. “The arts 
influence their life. Music, books and vi-
sual art all matter, and I wanted to make a 
way for everyone to access art without the 
price barrier.”

Throughout his life, Cucci says he’s 
been able to see the positive side of things 
and doesn’t generally let things get him 
down, even if it is something as serious 
as cancer. 

“I feel like I've been trained through 
other difficulties in my life to realize that 
I really have to look at not just the positive 
perspective but to find those things that 
are beneficial to others as well.” 

“When I found out I had stage four can-
cer, I knew then that this can’t be cured, 
per se, unless something miraculous hap-
pens, but I’m still looking at the silver 
lining. If I didn’t have this diagnosis, I 
wouldn’t be working on this project.”

Free the Artist focuses on visual-art 
supplies that take the pain out of constant-
ly looking for a good deal and, instead, 
always offers the best prices to the con-

sumer. This initiative, Cucci found, was 
something he could do in Canada because 
of his connections with big suppliers. 

“I know that when people visit my web-
site, they will get the best price. I know 
that because I have done all my research 
and I used to be the guy searching for the 
best deal, and that’s what I offer now to 
everyone.”

“From a business standpoint, I’m not 
necessarily concerned about max profits. 
I’m doing this because I love art and want 
others to love art too.” 

Cucci notes that those who use his web-
site include everyone from local artists to 
teachers, and he’s happy to offer the sup-
port and supplies needed to help bring art 
to everyone. 

“I know that in the educational world, 
whether you're teaching private classes or 
teaching at an institution, it’s often com-
mon to miss out on deals because they 
don't know what their enrollment is until 
the very end,” Cucci said. “At that point, 
they're reaching out and trying to get hun-
dreds of supplies at a discounted rate, and 
sometimes it’s hard for them to do.”

“With my website, those organizations 
can come and get discounted prices any 
time of year. I thought, ‘Okay, I think I can 
do something that would make it easier for 
them.’ ”

Being from Stratford, Cucci notes he’s 
surrounded by artistic support and loves 
to be part of a community dedicated to 
helping each other in art and through 
small business support. 

Like everyone, Cucci cannot be certain 
about his life expectancy. Still, he believes 
that through his stage four cancer diagno-
sis, he was able to feel freer to not only be 
an artist but also to help others access art, 
regardless of income. 

“I could live for three years or 10. You 
never know, but what I do know is I’m 
doing what I love and I’m helping others 
have access to supplies to do what they 
love, too.” 

UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE
Sal Cucci, a local artist making art more accessible for everyone 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

Longtime touring three-piece alternative 
country band Elliott BROOD is back on 
the road and will be stopping in Stratford.

Elliott BROOD will perform at Reviv-
al House Feb. 29. Casey Laforet, found-
er, vocalist, and instrumentalist of Elliott 
BROOD, said this will be the Hamil-
ton-based band’s first time performing in 
Stratford. He got to see Revival House 
when visiting his brother-in-law over the 
Christmas holidays and is looking forward 
to performing in the venue at 70 Bruns-
wick St. 

"We've felt like we've been everywhere, 
but there's still a few places that we've ac-
tually never played in properly, so Strat-
ford being one of them,” Laforet said. “It's 

going to be a lot of fun."
The musician added that the band prefers 

to play smaller shows and finds such per-
formances more enjoyable. 

“You get to meet pretty much everyone 
that you play to so it's like a real sense of 
community in these little town halls and 
small venues,” he said. “As a small, inde-
pendent band, we're also excited to help 
small promoters that are trying to bring 
arts and music to these smaller places as 
well.”

Elliott BROOD is in its 20th year of 
touring. The band’s motto is, “Doing it the 
hard way for 20 years.” 

"We're very lucky. It's hard for a band to 
last even 15 years and we've been around 
a long time,” Laforet said. “We're going to 
still keep going as long as we're still mo-
bile."

Laforet hopes the attendees will get up 
and dance during the rock-country set. 

"We really try to make every show like 
a kitchen party or a living-room party,” he 
said. “We try not to have a separation be-
tween the stage and the audience as much 
as possible."

Doors for the all-ages Elliott BROOD 
concert open at 7 p.m. with the concert 
starting at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $40 each 
and can be purchased by visiting ticket-
scene.ca/events/46516. Visit Elliotttbrood.
bandcamp.com to check out the band’s 
music. 

EMILY STEWART

Times Correspondent

TRIVIA NIGHT
February 23; 7 p.m.
Legion Hall
Doors open at 6 p.m. Trivia, prizes, dinner, drink. Call 519-271-4540 to register your team.

COMING EVENTS
Email to inquire stratfordtimes@gmail.com
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APRIL TAYLOR

Times Freelance Columnist

Let me Introduce ...

A few months ago, Bob, one of 
my hair clients, suggested I intro-
duce you to an interesting couple 
fairly new to Stratford. He told 
me a bit about them and put them 
on my list. It’s always difficult 
for me to contact someone I don’t 
know but as luck would have it, 
one night we were all in the same 
place at the same time. 

Avondale United Church is 
where the Stratford Symphony 
performs several concerts per 
year. My brother and his wife reg-
ularly attend and asked us to join 
them for an evening with Mozart. 
Classical music is my husband's 
thing, so of course we went. I ran 

in to Bob, my client, and he told 
me, “The fellow I was telling you 
about is playing bass tonight.” 

Lucky me, I was sitting in the 
front row, right in front of him. 
At intermission, I asked Bob to 
introduce me and a few weeks 
later I visited Dan Armstrong 
and Judith Harway at their home. 
What a gracious and welcoming 
couple, not to mention talented, 
vibrant and involved. 

Armstrong played bass with 
the Chicago Symphony Orches-
tra (CSO) for 27 years. Oh, did 
I mention his bass is a rare 18th 
century Italian instrument? He 
played me a little Bach tune while 
I was there. I felt quite privileged. 
Dan was born in Kitimat, B.C. 
where his dad bought him his first 
bass made from plywood at the 
hardware store. I am pretty sure 
our old home hardware uptown 
didn’t sell such things. I wonder 
if his dad knew the direction that 
would take his young son? 

Before joining the CSO, Arm-
strong was assistant principal 
bassist for the Milwaukee Sym-
phony for 12 seasons. He also 
spent four seasons as a bassist in 
the Winnipeg Symphony Orches-
tra. One of Dan’s special oppor-
tunities came when he was asked 

to participate in a series called 
Concerts for Peace with the CSO 
where they performed in Chicago 
and all around the world.

“While it is deeply gratifying 
and a huge honor to be part of this 
great orchestra and to perform for 
wonderful CSO audiences, the 
opportunities to bring music to 
people who might never see the 
inside of Symphony Center have 
been some of the most enriching 
experiences the CSO has given 

me,” Arm-
strong said.

Let’s not 
forget Harway 
… Who is Ju-
dith Harway? 

Judith met 
Dan while 
they were both 
in school, he 
at Juilliard and 
she at Colum-
bia earning her 
Master of Fine 
Arts in poet-
ry. It sounded 
like such an 
exciting time 
in life; starting 
out in their ca-
reers, falling 
in love and 
not knowing 
where their 
dreams would 
take them. 
Well, it took 
her from Man-
hattan to good 
ol’ freezing 
cold Manitoba 
where she fol-
lowed Dan af-
ter he accept-
ed work with 

the Winnipeg Symphony. They 
were married and had two kids 
and continued to move around 
settling in Milwaukee for quite 
some time. 

Judith taught writing at Mil-
waukee Institute of Art and De-
sign, which she loved. Judith is 
a widely published poet, mem-
oirist and essayist. Her work 
has earned two Wisconsin Arts 
Board Literature Fellowships, 
the Eric Hoffer Award, the Muse 
Prize for Excellence in Poetry 
from the Wisconsin Fellowship 
of Poets and numerous other 
honors. 

How on earth did they end up in 
Stratford, you might ask? During 
the pandemic, the world of live 
entertainment came to a screech-
ing halt, throwing their world 
upside down. After regrouping, 
they took a three-month sabbat-
ical in southern Ontario which 
gave them the chance to recon-
nect with old friends and meet 
new ones, and opportunities 
seemed to be coming their way. 

They were drawn to Stratford. 
They were drawn to our walk-
able city with its beautiful archi-
tecture and all the creative talent 
that lives here. They took a leap 
and followed their heart. They 
are now settled here and are ex-
cited to become part of this great 
little community of ours.

What are they doing now? 
Judith and Dan have retired 

from their jobs but that does not 
mean they have withdrawn from 
life. Not at all. Dan plays with 
the Stratford Symphony Orches-
tra and offers his many years 
of experience to help guide the 
Youth Orchestra, which I did not 
even know we had. Lucky kids, 

having such a seasoned and tal-
ented mentor. Judith is involved 
with a group helping newcomers 
to Canada adjust and become 
productive citizens. What I re-
ally liked about both of them is 
they dove in and didn’t just make 
Stratford their new home, but 
they are helping to make our city 
even better than it already is.

Of course, the music was won-
derful, but my takeaway from 
my evening at the sympho-
ny was how all the musicians 
worked as a team. It was like 
watching synchronized swim-
ming. Ross mentioned an old 
song by Harry Chapin when we 
were there, and it stuck in my 
head – not just the lyrics but the 
underlying message. A young 
man buys a guitar and claims it 
to be his monophonic symphony 
six string orchestra and discov-
ers it sounded dreadful and be-
gins to dream of other musicians 
joining him.

“And so I’d dream a bass will 
join me

And fill the bottom in
And maybe now some lead 

guitar
So it would not sound so thin
I need some drums to set the 

beat
And help me keep in time
And way back in the distance
Some strings would sound so 

fine
And we would play together
Like fine musicians should
And it would sound like music
And the music would sound 

good”
It occurred to me that this is 

true of absolutely everything 
in life. Every endeavor; family, 
work or whatever is always bet-
ter when we work together.

The Stratford Symphony Or-
chestra is a special thing. It is 
rare for a city our size to support 
a symphony, especially after see-
ing the recent decline of the KW 
symphony. The arts contribute 
a lot to our city, not just to our 
city but our lives. Life would be 
quite grey and dull without the 
color that music, theatre, books 
and dance offer us. I encourage 
you to go to see the symphony if 
you have never been or, if pos-
sible, donate a little something 
if you can so we do not lose 
this special organization. Check 
out their website at www.strat-
fordsymphony.ca. 

A lovely musical experience 
awaits.

Dan Armstrong & Judith Harway … A Bassist & A Poet

GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY HOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVEL

DISCOVER PORTUGAL
SEPTEMBER 18-29, 2024

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

BOOK BY 
APRIL 22 TO 

SAVE

$450
discount/person

Support businesses that 
keep your community 
and its newspaper 
thriving
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On Saturday mornings I am in 
the habit of going to the farmers’ 
market to buy flowers. The night 
before, I asked my wife if there 
was anything special she wished 
me to buy. She may say “eggs” 
or “see if they have wild blueber-
ries.” At the market, I go directly 
to my favourite flower stand. Buy 
the flowers. Walk over to the egg 
stand. “A dozen large browns,” I 
say. Pay.   Look around for wild 
berries, in late summer only, find 
none. Drive home. The whole trip, 
on a nice day, takes me about 25 to 
30 minutes. When my wife goes 
to the market, she can easily spend 
two or more hours there. I used to 
ask her (I have learned my lesson; 
I no longer ask): ”What has taken 
you so long?” “Well,” she will say, 
“I talk to the farmers, like where 
they come from and what else 
they are growing.  I look for spe-
cial vegetables like zucchini flow-
ers or baby squash. I may ask for 
cooking instructions for these and 
expand my meal options. I like to 

linger and take in the colours and 
smells. Sometimes I meet friends, 
and we chat, or we may sit down 
and have a coffee.”  

Two very different experiences, 
but, I think, rather stereotypical of 
the differences between how men 
and women think and act. These 
differences are due to many fac-
tors, primarily genetic, biological, 
upbringing, social, and cultural. 
At present, about 100 gender dif-
ferences in the brain architecture 
between women and men have 
been identified. Because of space 
limitations, I shall focus in this 
article on five of these major dif-
ferences. 

In humans, starting in the first 
trimester, euro-hormonally driv-
en brain development in males 
is slower compared to females, 
which accounts for the longer pe-
riod of the development of social 
responsiveness and regulation of 
feelings in boys. In other words, 
boy babies’ brains lag behind in 
development compared to their 
little sisters. This is reflected 
in their early relationships with 
their mothers and caregivers. At 
12 months, girl toddlers display 
a greater preference for interac-
tions with caregivers, make more 
eye contact (7), and show more 
emotional empathy and interest in 
people than do same-age boys.

Edward Tronick, examining 
newborns and infants up to two 
months old, together with the 
world-renowned pediatrician T. 
Berry Brazelton in Boston, con-
cluded that "boys... are more de-
manding social partners, have 
more difficult times regulating 

their affective states (emotions), 
and may need more of their moth-
ers’ support to help them regulate 
affect. This increased demand-
ingness would influence the in-
fant boys’ interactive partner.” 
Bonding and attachment will 
take a little longer and be a little 
more difficult for boys than girls. 
If a mother's first child was a girl, 
she would wonder why her sec-
ond child, this time a boy, was so 
much more “difficult.” This label, 
whether communicated by words 
or actions, may leave a permanent 
imprint on the boy’s unconscious 
mind, with consequent emotional 
problems.

You can see from the above how 
brain differences, from an early 
age, lead girls to become more 
outgoing and more observant than 
boys. Adults, particularly moth-
ers, grandmothers, aunts, etc., 
will respond in kind, reinforcing 
the prosocial behaviour of girls, 
while fathers and other male rel-
atives will get more rambunctious 
and more physical with their male 
children, fostering in them action 
overthought and feeling.

Studying adult brains helps to 
explain some notable differences 
in the way women and men ap-
proach the world. A trailblazing 
research from the University of 
Pennsylvania found that women 
typically had a larger corpus cal-
losum than men (6). The corpus 
callosum forms a bridge of com-
munication between the left and 
the right brain. As a result, female 
brains exhibit extensive wiring 
between the left and right hemi-
spheres. Greater interhemispheric 

connectivity in females facilitates 
integration of the analytical and 
sequential reasoning modes of the 
left hemisphere with the spatial, 
intuitive processing of informa-
tion of the right hemisphere. This 
type of structure may account for 
the fact that women are better at 
multitasking, while men excel 
in highly task-focused projects. 
Furthermore, it facilitates social 
communication and intuition. In 
contrast, male brains with a small-
er corpus callosum evince greater 
neural connectivity along the pos-
terior-anterior dimension,   which 
involves the linking of perception 
to action.

It has been known for a long time 
that women, on average,   have 
better verbal memory and social 
cognition, whereas men have bet-
ter motor and spatial skills. Brain 
scans have offered an explana-
tion: females tend to have verbal 
centres on both sides of the brain, 
while males often have verbal cen-
tres in only the left hemisphere. 
This is probably also the reason 
why women use more words when 
describing experiences or feelings 
and have more interest in talking 
about these things. 

Analyzing data from 168 stud-
ies and 355,173 participants, 
Marco Hirnstein, University of 
Bergen, found a small but robust 
female advantage in verbal fluen-
cy and verbal-episodic memory. 
The advantage is small but con-
sistent across the last 50 years and 
across an individual’s lifespan. 
Moreover, they determined that 
the female advantage depends on 
the sex or gender of the leading 

scientist: female scientists report 
a larger female advantage, while 
male scientists report a smaller fe-
male advantage.

As we review these studies, we 
need to keep in mind that they are 
statistical generalizations and do 
not apply to individual men and 
women. Every person is some-
where on a continuum between 
the typical male and female brain. 
And, regardless of gender, each 
person's unique experiences and 
environment play a vital role in 
shaping their cognitive abilities 
and behaviours. It is important to 
remember that all differences have 
advantages and disadvantages.

I think, Ruben Gur, University 
of Pennsylvania, said it best: "It's 
quite striking how complementa-
ry the brains of women and men 
really are."

Dr. Thomas R Verny MD is a 
psychiatrist, podcaster and au-
thor of   47 scientific  papers and 
eight books including the interna-
tional best seller, The Secret Life 
of the Unborn Child, published in 
27 countries and the recently re-
leased, The Embodied Mind. The 
Embodied Mind shows how intel-
ligence and consciousness—traits 
traditionally attributed to the 
brain alone—permeate our entire 
being. Dr. Verny lives with his 
wife in Stratford.

In Pushing Boundaries, Dr. 
Verny will report on pioneering 
research and breakthrough dis-
coveries in science and the arts as 
they impact our lives. He will try 
to address the question of readers 
everywhere, “Why should I care, 
of what value is this to me?”

​A Short Journey into Male and Female Brains

THOMAS R VERNY, MD

Times Contributor

They all gathered for their first 
rehearsal Jan. 25 and will continue 
each Sunday with extra rehearsals 
during March Break. There are 29 
roles in the cast when done typ-
ically, so what they have done is 
have those interested in doing 
a solo come forward and have 
made the arrangement to divide 
the songs for Anne, for example, 
in parts so that the role is shared.

Violet Promane and Georgina 
Hughson both have hopes to sing 
for the role of Anne. Promane’s 
mother, Kate, who is a vocal 
coach with some students in the 
cast, thinks this is a great oppor-
tunity for the children to perform 
before an audience and learn 
new skills from the professional 
coaches. They get to spend time 
with other like-minded kids and 
make new friends.

Promane has been singing for 
a few years and is hoping to sing 
solo. 

“I sang before an audience be-

fore. I sang a recital. I sang ‘You 
Never Fully Adjust Without a 
Smile’ and ‘It’s a Hard Knock 
Life’. I’m looking forward to 
making new friends and getting 
to sing before an audience,” she 
said.

Hughson, whose parents are 
both actors has always wanted to 
act and likes singing, 

“My friend and I sing a lot to-
gether. Taylor Swift is my favour-
ite. I’m trying to go for Anne be-
cause that would be really fun to 
have a big part like that. I’m just 
wanting to make friends and (be 
part of) a nice community,” said 
Hughson.

Jonah Manley, who just turned 
17 and is blind, came out because 
he likes to sing and likes to tell 
stories. 

“I’m hoping they will let me 
play this boy called Gilbert in the 
show, so I’m learning different 
songs and solos. I have performed 
before. I played Tiny Tim in the 
Blythe Festival’s A Christmas 

Carol. I’m not tiny enough any-
more though,” he laughed, adding 

he’s looking forward to getting to 
sing the songs on stage and tell-

ing the story through music.

Kiwanis Festival of Performing Arts executive 
director grateful for federal grant

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

PRACTISE MAKES PERFECT
Stephen Woodjetts leads the ensemble of Anne of Green Gables – The Musical in rehearsal Jan. 21 at Avon-
dale United Church.

(LISA CHESTER PHOTO)
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Welcoming Ukrainians: A Life in Balance

Just imagine, for a moment, leaving ev-
eryone and everything you know and de-
parting for an unfamiliar country where 
you don’t know the language and even the 
alphabet looks different than yours. 

We have hosted several Ukrainians in the 
past year, all with difficult stories but come 
ready to work hard and begin again to re-
build their lives. 

One story touches my heart and begs to 
be shared. A young Ukrainian careerwom-
an, Svetlana, takes her hard-earned educa-
tion and experience to the City of Moscow 
to seek a high quality of life where she can 
use her specialization. While there, she 
meets a gentle, sincere man, Stan, who 
has also worked ambitiously to create a 
good life. They fall in love and marry with 
dreams of advancing their careers and rais-
ing a family, much like young couples here 
in Canada. 

Then, Russia invades Ukraine and imme-
diately their lives are turned upside down. 

She cannot stomach the thought of pay-
ing taxes to a country that is actively bomb-
ing her people. He is fervently opposed to 
the war and wants nothing to do with it. 
Neither are welcome in each other’s coun-
try. Many European doors are closed to 
them and not supportive of such a mixed 

marriage. 
We could imagine this cross-border ro-

mance not unlike us marrying a person 
who just happens to live in an adjacent 
country. 

With time marching, they quickly flee to 
Montenegro, a nearby small country that 
holds no future but is a quick respite from 
war. Leaving behind a life that had begun 
to take shape, they travel with a few trea-
sured belongings in a suitcase. After more 
research, they thoughtfully settle on mak-
ing Canada their permanent home. They’ve 
heard it is a welcoming country where hard 
work is rewarded and doors are opened – 
and open, they did – but only for Svetlana. 

She enters Canada through the Cana-
da-Ukraine Authorization for Emergency 
Travel (CUAET) program, is given an ini-
tial three-year work permit, and is hope-
ful that the government will understand 
their situation and Stan will follow shortly. 
Nearing two years since Stan’s application, 
there is still no word on when or if he will 
be able to join her in Canada. Svetlana 
reaches out to all levels of government to 
express her angst, but she is given one an-
swer – wait. 

Stan continues alone in Montenegro with 
no family or friends. He is trying to re-tool 
his entire career online to improve his em-
ployability in this new land while paying 
an English tutor to better prepare himself. 
Keeping busy distracts him from loneli-

ness. 
At 39, Svetlana increasingly wonders if 

she will be able to bear children with her 
husband. She watches other younger, un-

married couples enter Canada, bound for a 
future together. Regardless, she continues 
to work, help others settle, improve her En-
glish and contribute to local culture. She 
smiles when she speaks of him and cries 
behind closed doors, fearful.

 Christmas and New Years pass, and she 
celebrates alone, separated from her love by 
vastly different time zones, an ocean and 
an aching heart. Two well-educated people 
who love each other and want to contribute 
to a stronger Canada, not unlike the vast 
numbers of Ukrainian ancestors who have 
come before them.

It’s amazing how a life trajectory rests in 
the hands of one or two people. Somewhere 
on a worker’s desk, the application sits. 

A number. 
This number, as other numbers, has a 

face, a life, dreams unrealized and a bro-
ken heart. A case worker remains unaware 
of the impact of non-action.  

For now, the answer hangs in the bal-
ance. One pen stroke, one keypad entry, 
one phone call.  The answer remains here.  

(Disclaimer:  I am a grassroots volunteer 
and not affiliated with local organizations 
raising funds for refugees.  My goal is per-
son-to-person, hand-to-hand, lifting up 
those in need.  If you’d like to help, please 
message me at english.knuton@gmail.com, 
or reach out to the volunteers at Stratford 
Community Connects with Ukrainian New-
comers on Facebook.)

 JULIE ASHLEY

Times Freelance Columnist

Friendship Force Stratford and St. Marys open to 
new members 

With over 300 clubs and thou-
sands of members worldwide, 
Friendship Force International 
connects people with its mission 
to promote global understanding 
across barriers that separate peo-
ple.

Now, the organization is look-
ing for local members. 

In 1970, when Friendship Force 
was founded, it involved groups of 
150-400 people known as ambas-
sadors who would travel together 
to other cities around the word. A 
group of a similar size would then 
visit the partner city, where hosts 
would show them around and give 
them a true taste of what that city 
has to offer. 

Through home-hosting and 
meaningful travel experiences, 
participants learn about other cul-
tures, better understand the world 
and its people, and discover our 
shared humanity.

Rose Creamer and Murray Pink 
are two local members of Friend-
ship Force International’s Strat-
ford and St. Marys chapter and say 
the program has not only allowed 
them to learn more about the 
world through cultural, food and 
human connections, but it also led 
them to meet and become friends 
with other locals who share the 

same values and understanding of 
the world. 

“We get to do some pretty cool 
things,” said Pink, “We learn 
about local music and food, and 
we learn how to be sensitive to 
other cultural experiences by 
learning from each other.” 

Recently, 14 local ambassadors 
travelled to Murray Bridge, Aus-
tralia. On the journey, they visited 
the local municipal building and 
met the mayor, Wayne Thorley.  

“Murray and I raised the Cana-
dian Flag,” said Creamer. “During 
this time, the group from Murray 
Bridge and the Stratford-St. Marys 
group sang O’ Canada together. It 
was quite a moving experience. 
We then went to a local park 
where they planted a tree with a 
plaque dedicated to our club.

“We also experienced life in 
rural Australia, visiting a farm 
to watch sheep shearing, having 
the opportunity to hold a Koala, 
visiting the Aussie Apricot facto-
ry (and) the Barossa wine region, 
and making many new friends.”

When visiting other areas, 
ambassadors visit local farms, 
city halls, restaurants and oth-
er hot spots. Creamer notes that 
this type of travelling allows for 
a more cultural experience and 
even said she could try foods and 
learn about cultures she never 
would have experienced other-

wise. 
Another aspect of Friendship 

Force is community service. 
During one exchange, visitors 
were interested in manufacturing 
in Canada, and they were able to 
visit and participate in packaging 
foods for export at a local factory. 

“We just get to experience 
things you wouldn’t get to par-
ticipate in if you weren’t part of 
Friendship Force,” said Pink. 

Friendship Force understands 
that some people may not be able 
to travel as much as others, so 

there are no restrictions or rules 
about having to travel. Pink even 
notes that they have local mem-
bers who do not travel at all, in 
fact, and are there to host others 
when visiting and enjoy the local 
community rather than devote 
their time to travelling. 

“We have regular lunch meet-
ings where we socialize with oth-
er local members,” said Creamer. 
“We have ‘Five and Dine’ din-
ners. We have social events and a 
golf game every summer. We’ve 
even gone to horse races. And 

sometimes, we visit in someone’s 
backyard, so it’s not just about 
travelling, but also friendships.”

If you’re interested in learning 
more or becoming a Friendship 
Force ambassador, please reach 
out to the Friendship Force Strat-
ford and St. Marys club email ad-
dress: ffstratfordstmarys@gmail.
com or visit the Friendship Force 
International website at https://
friendshipforce.org. You can also 
visit them on their Facebook Page 
at Friendship Force Stratford and 
St. Marys. 

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

NEW FRIENDS
Pictured are Friendship Force Stratford and St. Marys members Alyce Pink, Jean Smelski, Diane Weiler, Jan 
McClelland, Rose Creamer, Peg Dodds, Richard Smelski, Beverly Haggerty, Dennis Haggerty, Ken Long, 
Christa Ward, Murray Pink, Linda Weitzel and Glen Weitzel. 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO) 
Married couple Svetlana of Ukraine and Stan 
of Russia remain separated after Svetlana 
immigrated to Canada through the Cana-
da-Ukraine Authorization for Emergency 
Travel program and Stan waits for his appli-
cation to be approved while living alone in 
Montenegro.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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One of my favourite things 
about travel is the people I meet. 
Quirky characters, passionate 
activists, folks who have found 
their niche and are thriving in it.

And I have come to believe 
that some parts of the world are 
home to more interesting, unique 
individuals than others, which is 
a key reason why I love spending 
time in Canada’s Atlantic prov-
inces.

My latest sojourn in New 
Brunswick found me in several 
bars. That may sound like I am 
a bit of a degenerate – and there 
are those who might concur – but 
I was working. Honestly. I was 
looking for interesting travel sto-
ries and, at the Lunar Rogue in 
Fredericton and at a bar with the 
virtually unpronounceable name 
of Ka.ku.te.ru in St. John, I found 
them.

What I discovered were two 
guys – Frank Scott and Eric 
Scouten – who have found their 
happy places and have decided to 
share them with all who drop into 
these two beverage utopias.

The Lunar Rogue is named in 
honour of a 19th-century New 
Brunswick scoundrel who went 

by the pseudonym Henry Moon. 
It was founded by Scott in 1989. 

Scott’s passion is single malt 
whisky and, in fact, all things 
Scottish. He’s worked in the 
whisky industry for 44 years, he 
has visited over 100 distilleries, 
he’s married to a woman from 
Glasgow, he lives in Scotland for 
three months of the year, and he 
played in a pipe band for 27 years.

So, it’s not too surprising that 
he decided to import his favourite 
parts of all things Scottish to his 
home city of Fredericton. That’s 
instantly evident in his bar and in 
his work as the organizer of the 
New Brunswick Spirits Festival 
in mid-November each year. That 
festival is attended by whisky 
devotees from around the world. 

The bar itself is a whisky-lov-
er’s paradise. Scott told me that he 
carries about 970 different brands 
of whisky, including three bottles 
that sell for $900 per ounce. 

I was not offered a taste.
Scott is clearly a visionary. His 

bar, he says, attracts “a lot of 
whisky tourists. In fact, I own the 
category.” 

But what about the bottom 
line? Scott chuckles and admits 
to “a little” profit. But the Lunar 
Rogue is not about the dollar. It’s 
all about the drams.

Further south, in Saint John, 
Scouten’s bar is tucked away in 
an alley a couple of short blocks 
from the harbour. The name – 
ka.ku.er.tu – is an English rep-
resentation of the Japanese word 
for cocktail which, by the way, 
derives from Japanese efforts to 
translate cocktail into their lan-
guage since they had no word 
for it. To further complicate the 
issue, As Scouten explains, “the 
bar doesn’t have a name. … The 
motto is a reminder that Japanese 
bartenders are way better.”

He has spent time exploring 
mixology in Japan, and says, 
“Japanese culture has been a big 
part of my life.”

The Japanese connection is not 

surprising. Those expert in the 
creation of cocktails consistent-
ly credit Japanese mixologists as 
giants in the field, though Scout-
en is quick to say, “I hate the term 
mixologist. I’m a bartender.”

Well, sure, but he’s a unique 
and highly creative bartend-
er without doubt. Kakuertu (if 
you’re looking for the bar, leave 
out the periods, or GPS will not 
understand you) is also unique in 
many ways. It seats 12. That’s it; 
12 customers at a time and each 
one will get the personal atten-
tion of the bartender. It takes a 
while to get a finished drink 
from Scouten, but it’s entirely 
worth it.

“I’m a giant nerd,” he told 
me. “This is my kind of outlet. 
I’m obsessed with the micro-de-
tails.” That includes a never-end-
ing search for local, in-season 
ingredients for his creations. He 
told me he personally harvests 
sumac berries to create a sumac 
extract. He has also developed a 

system by which he makes utter-
ly clear, clean blocks of ice with 
all impurities removed.

Case in point; Scouten asked 
my drink of choice. I told him 
that when it comes to cocktails, 
I like whisky. So, he decided to 
serve me his take on an orig-
inal old fashioned. This quaf-
fable work of art started with a 
block of his completely pure ice. 
Scouten wielded an extremely 
sharp knife and fashioned a jew-
el of ice that fit beautifully into 
a crystal lowball glass. He then 
poured the whisky and other in-
gredients. My notes, scribbled on 
the bar, include the phrase, “This 
is the first time in my life I’ve 
been impressed by an ice cube.”

The bar is an inherently warm 
and friendly place. Scouten fur-
nished it with cast-offs from a 
deconsecrated church, so the bar 
began its life as a church pew, 
and the backdrop came from 
the woodwork around the organ. 
With a maximum of only 12 pa-
trons at a time and a chatty bar-
tender, conversation blooms. All 
the while, Scouten is bringing 
smiles to the faces of his cus-
tomers. 

“Cocktails are what people 
know me for. I choose to explore 
my customers’ palates,” he said.

And his customers are happy 
to explore Scouten’s creative ex-
pertise.

And his customers are happy 
to explore Eric’s creative exper-
tise.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and President of 
the Travel Media Association of 
Canada. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking 
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net. 

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Two must-visit 
beverage havens in New Brunswick

PAUL KNOWLES

Times Contributor

(PAUL KNOWLES  PHOTOS)
Eric Scouten, at work at Ka.ku.te.ru in Saint John.

A window with the image of the "scoundrel" who inspired the name of The Lunar Rogue.Frank Scott, owner, founder and visionary behind The Lunar Rogue in Fredericton.
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SHANNON LEAH SEALEY
April 8, 1974 - January 1, 2024

Goodbye our beautiful Shannon. We didn’t get to say good-
bye, but I think it’s because we wouldn’t have known how. 
We will miss you, your bright light and gracious spirit. We 

feel honoured to have loved you and to have shared our lives 
with you. We will honour you by trying to create magic for 

our family just like you did for us. How lucky the angels are 
to have you.

On Monday, January 1, 2024, Shannon Leah Sealey passed 
away after a heroic battle with anorexia. Shannon lived with 

this complex disease for decades and faced each day with 
strength and hope like no other. Over the years, Shannon’s 

health continued to decline and despite her courageous efforts 
to fight, she sadly lost her battle.

Shannon is survived by her mother, Laurie, father, Bruce, 
step-mother, Meredith, sister Kirsten, brother-in-law Graeme, 

her cherished nephew and niece, Dexter “Frog Prince” and 
“Miss Ruby Sunshine” Wall, and the countless friends and 

lives Shannon touched throughout her life.
Shannon was born in Stratford and grew up in London, Ontar-
io. She made life long friends while attending Emily Carr and 
Sir Frederick Banting High School. Shannon played competi-
tive hockey and baseball well into her teens. She was the first 
female graduate from the Sporting Goods Business program 
at Sir Sandford Fleming College in Peterborough, Ontario. 
She had a successful career in the sporting goods industry 

primarily working for Adidas and Reebok. Shannon continued 
following her passions by working as a freelance merchan-
dising consultant, training in yoga and working at Quarter 

Masters Natural Foods in London. Shannon moved to Victoria 
to be closer to family, where she was the best Auntie Shan 

ever to her beloved Dexter and Ruby. Everywhere Shannon 
went she made new friends and connections she treasured.

Shannon was known for her sense of humour, gratitude, 
heART art, appreciation for all the little things and love. 

She lived for creating joy in the lives of those around her, 
especially her two shining stars. We know we will see her in 

them every day. Shannon had a magical way of making every-
one that crossed her path feel so important and special. Her 

creative talents shone in every aspect of her life. She believed 
in treading lightly on mother earth and saw the beauty in all 
living things. Shannon was a strong advocate for creating 

awareness about Eating Disorders. Our hope is that all who 
loved her will continue this mission in her memory.

A “Celebration of Shan” will be hosted in London, Ontario 
in March 2024. Detailed information will be posted by her 

family.
In lieu of flowers or a donation we ask that you do this...think 
of Shannon and take a moment to hug your child, grandchild, 

niece, nephew or a friend. Take a walk in the woods for a 
moment, an hour or a day. Time waits for no one.

Worship 
With Us

226 Forman Avenue 519-271-4539
Proclaiming Jesus Christ

with communities of
LOVE, JOY, HOPE & PEACE

Worship with us
Sunday 10:00 a.m.

11:00 a.m. – Fellowship and 
Coffee Hour

We are a Welcoming Community

Stratford Associate 
Reformed 

Presbyterian Church

Quality Inn Festival 
(1144 Ontario St., Stratford)

stratfordarp.org

WORSHIP TIMES: 
10 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Perth-Waterloo egg farmers meet for 
their annual meeting in Stratford

Area egg farmers recently held their annual meeting in 
Stratford and came away with good news after learning an 
increase in egg production is needed.

Pullet and egg farmers in the Perth County and Region of 
Waterloo areas heard from their board members that con-
sumer demand for eggs continues to be strong with sales 
trending higher than those average weekly sales in 2022.

Nielsen preliminary retail sales data is now available 
up to Dec. 2, 2023 and indications are that in the latest 
four-week period, 29 million dozen eggs were sold – an 
increase of 4.5 per cent in sales compared to the same pe-
riod in 2022.

Nielsen retail sales in the last 52 weeks are up 2.4 per 
cent over the previous year.

Demand for eggs used for processing from the market 
continues to see fluctuations. This year, demand is predict-
ed to continue to stabilize toward pre-pandemic volumes.

When it came to avian influenza, a report dated Jan. 2 
stated there were 71 cases across Canada with no active 
cases in Ontario.

At the same time, there have been 73 confirmed flocks 
with bird flu in the U.S. over the past 30 days affecting 
11.43 million birds in California, South Dakota, Minneso-
ta, Wisconsin, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Kansas and 
Arizona.

Farmers at the meeting were urged to continue to be vig-
ilant with their bio-security protocols to ensure they keep 

their flocks healthy and keep 
Ontario free from bird flu.

In December, Egg Farmers 
of Canada ratified a national 
allocation increase for eggs 
to meet growing demand in 
2024.

Farmers were also told at 
the meeting that an increase 
in the price of eggs was held 
off even though the cost of 
production warranted it, as 
producers felt they would 
look at it in the coming 
spring depending on input 
costs at the time.

Egg farmers of Ontario 
board chair Scott Helps of 
Lambton County said the 
board is focusing on the stra-
tegic priorities of pricing, 
sustainable practices, supply 
management, stakeholder 
relations and stimulating 
continued market growth for 
eggs in the future.

The producer numbers for 
the Perth County and Re-
gion of Waterloo area are as 
follows:

• Number of egg quota 
holders: 67 (457 in Ontario)

• Number of laying hens: 
1,003,918 (10,144,813 in On-
tario)

• Number of pullet quota 
holders: 27 (146 in Ontario)

• Number of pullets: 
1,736,378 (12,044,320 in 
Ontario)

GARY WEST

Times Correspondent

GET CRACKING
Egg Farmer elected councillors from the Perth-Waterloo Zone include (back row from left) 
Jeff Rundle, Mike Ready, Delmer Schultz, Brett Graham, Josh Gerber and Gary West, and 
(front row from left) Paul Neeb, zone director Sally Van Straaten, Amanda Cook, Julie Wyn-
ette and Scott Graham. 

(GARY WEST  PHOTO)

Congratulations and love Congratulations and love 
from husband of 73 years from husband of 73 years 

of marriage Allan, son of marriage Allan, son 
Paul and wife Janet, and Paul and wife Janet, and 

son Steven.son Steven.

Happy 100th Birthday Happy 100th Birthday 
Phyllis JefferyPhyllis Jeffery
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Solutions on page 31

Word Search
GROUNDHOG DAY

Riddles

Sudoku

Annual event

February

Shadow

Prediction

Wiarton Willie

Punxsutawney  
Phil

Marmot

Burrow

Weather

Tradition

Superstition

Forecast

Bill Murray

Pet of the 
Month

THOR
Meet 3-year-old Thor. He is all about new 

adventures and loves the great outdoors. He 
eagerly embraces every opportunity to explore the 
world around him. Whether it's hiking through the 
trails, playing fetch in the park, or simply lounging 

in the yard, Thor's zest for outdoor activities 
knows no bounds. He is looking for a home with a 
single person, couple, or family with older children 

as he can be touch sensitive and lacks some 
basic manners. If you're an outdoor enthusiast 

seeking a loyal and adventurous furry companion, 
Thor would be your perfect match. He's looking 
for a patient, loving home that appreciates his 

uniqueness and can provide him with the outdoor 
experiences he craves. Submit an adoption survey 

at https://kwsphumane.ca/adopt/process.  

Sudoku

Id: 160703

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 25

3 4 2
8 2 5 9

5 7
7 4 3

7 9 3 5
6 1 8

8
5 2 1

3 9

Solution
3 5 4 1 7 9 8 2 6

6 7 1 8 4 2 5 3 9

8 2 9 3 6 5 7 1 4

2 1 5 7 9 8 4 6 3

7 9 8 4 3 6 1 5 2

4 3 6 5 2 1 9 7 8

9 8 2 6 1 7 3 4 5

5 4 7 2 8 3 6 9 1

1 6 3 9 5 4 2 8 7

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

Created with TheTeachersCorner.net Word Search Maker

ANNUAL EVENT FEBRUARY 

SHADOW PREDICTION WIARTON 

WILLIE PUNXSUTAWNEY PHIL 

MARMOT BURROW WEATHER 

TRADITION SUPERSTITION FORECAST 

BILL MURRAY  

Name:                                          

M V I L R N X B N J B G A T Y N H Y D B

R P B K T N O I T I T S R E P U S D U V

B B M E K T L I R T L A N J E R G G H T

T Z E V V A I C K V D W M A R M O T U N

H C N E U J X A J I A Q P Q T W Q L I W

J C C N F E O P T T D L W Q A E J J O E

H L N T E H H I U F A Z Z Z M A P D L I

T A S N P D O S G U E E Y E X T A T C L

F W D V N N X K V N J B J Q I H R L F L

O O I S I N Y W I I K U R B S E M C I I

I S R Q U A K A G Q P V Y U L R T H C W

S C B P D V N Y R R J R C L A X D H N K

Q S G W Q W T P D R R R E B U R R O W H

E W C I B H S U O I U D E D G Q Y G I K

R W D A L J A D Y P A M R J I U V Z T Y

K F D R T E C L B C W R Q T J C N C N K

B Z M T P K E I M W R O J B S J T C C G

M Z O O O I R H R Z U T X A H L L I B E

H B H N Q T O P W X X D A U O O R V O M

B K V S F X F R J M J O F B M Y N D M N

What's black, white, black, white, black 
and white? 

A penguin rolling down a hill.

What did the boy octopus say to the girl 
octopus? 

"I want to hold your hand, hand, hand, 
hand, hand, hand, hand, hand."

What rolls and jumps but never walks? 
A soccer ball

What do you call a person with a tree 
for a briefcase? 

A branch manager.

Why can't you borrow money from a 
leprechaun? 

Because they are always a little short

What kind of chickens lay golden eggs? 
Golden Chicks

Why did the boy take a packet of oats 
with him to bed? 

To feed his nightmare

How do you get a baby astronaut to 
sleep? 
Rock-it.

What happens when you throw a purple 
rock into a yellow stream? 

It makes a splash.
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OBITUARY OBITUARY

NIKLAUS SCHORI
A Celebration of Remembrance for Niklaus Schori will 

be held in the Reception Centre of the W.G. Young 
Funeral Home, 430 Huron Street, Stratford on Saturday, 
February 10, 2024 from 2-5 p.m. with words of remem-
brance at 3:30 p.m. Anyone wishing to share a memory 

is asked to do so. www.wgyoungfuneralhome.com 

Have you been affected by someone else's drinking?
Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU!
Call for time and place.
1-800-706-9833 or App Available

SERVICES

$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, 
Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively 
buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equip-
ment.  For more information:  DIAMOND DOGS MU-
SIC 114 Ontario St. Stratford / 226-972-5750

WANTED A APARTMENT TO RENT: I am eagerly 
looking for one bedroom or two bedroom apartment in 
Stratford, Ontario with parking, pet friendly for Novem-
ber 1st or for December 1st . The two bedroom apartment 
my older son and I will be sharing the apartment Call 
Cindy at 519-273-3918

A WORKING CAMCORDER that will play Hi-8 digital 
tapes. Phone 519-284-3774

I WILL PAY CASH FOR ANTIQUES AND COLLECT-
IBLES – Coca  Cola Pepsi any pop company, Brewery 
items Kuntz, Huether Labatts etc. Old radios and gram-
ophones,
Wristwatches and pocket watches, Old fruit jars Beaver 
Star Bee Hive etc. Any old oil  cans and signs Red Indian 
Supertest etc. Any small furniture.
If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact 
me - 519-570-6920.

Fair value offered for your VINYL RECORDS & STE-
REO EQUIPMENT.
SOUND FIXATION  519-801-5421
56 Wellington St., Stratford

WANTING TO BUY – All collectibles including sports 
cards, beanie babies, Funko pops and stamps.   Highest 
prices paid.  Free appraisals.  Call or text Stan anytime 
519-868-3814.

WANTED

Email to inquire stratfordtimes@gmail.comCLASSIFIEDS
SHARON MARGARET MANTZ

After three quarters of a century on this earth, God 
called his child Sharon Margaret Mantz to her eternal 
home, on January 2, 2024.

Having risen above so many tribulations here, to the 
joy of her family and friends, she is now experiencing 
her “crown of life” for a life well lived, having run the 
race, fought the fight and kept the faith as a child of Jesus 
Christ. 

How do we love you? Let us stop for a while and count 
the many ways you have touched us with hope, love, 
perseverance, talents, skills, beauty and a deep defining 
Christian faith. While you have gone on ahead of us, we 
are all assured that God will soon call us in the same way. 
Truly, you have touched the hearts and minds of so many 
with your sweetness, kindness and generosity that your 
example has raised us to new heights in our outlook and 
outreach. You were blessed to be a blessing – thank you.

Members of her family who miss her are Frank (Mar-
garet), Carol Shore (Robert), nephews and niece Chan-
dler (Elizabeth), Tamara (Robert), Nathan (Brigit), Todd 
(Karen), great nephews and nieces Laura, Sarah, Mat-
thew, Michael, Skylar, Jillian, Tylar and Emily. Her fa-
ther Walter and mother Merle have predeceased her.

A quiet family service has been held with an interment 
at Avondale Cemetery. Arrangements through Rutherford 
Cremation & Funeral Services. 804 Ontario St., Strat-
ford. 519-271-5062
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ADVERTISE HERE 

FOR AS LOW AS 

$15 PER ISSUE!
Contact: 

stratfordtimes@gmail.com 

or call 519-655-2341

ACCOUNTING PHARMACYFENCING / DECKS

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION

HOME APPLIANCES

REAL ESTATE

HUMANE SOCIETY

REAL ESTATE

MARKETING

MORTGAGE

REAL ESTATE

125 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-7581 | Fax 519-271-2737

office@fammeandco.on.ca

“Serving Stratford & area since 1977”

Driveways • Parking Lots • Excavating 
Truck Rentals • Asphalt Patching 

519-271-5690
Call Scott or Denise 

for a free quote.

www.fraserpaving.ca

info@jandjconst.com

Jonathan & James Construction Inc.
519.949.3107

5875 Line 26, Fullarton, On N0K 1H0

519-949-3107
Construction Management

General Contracting

info@jandjconst.com 
www.jandjconst.com

Jonathan 
& James 

Construction Inc.

www.phelansplace.com

APPLIANCES • PARTSAPPLIANCES • PARTS

237 Huron Road, 237 Huron Road, 
SebringvilleSebringville

519-393-6181519-393-6181
info@phelansplace.cominfo@phelansplace.com

125 Griffith Rd, Stratford
519-273-6600

kwsphumane.ca

INVESTMENTS

196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633

www.franklinehinz.com

www.jandersonrealestate.com

JEN@JANDERSONREALESTATE.COM

WWW.JANDERSONREALESTATE.COM

519-301-2736

ALL
SHORES

519-273-2003

519-273-2003519-273-2003
info@allshoresfd.cainfo@allshoresfd.ca

FencingFencing
& Decks& Decks

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

• Travel Clinic
• Compounding Pharmacy
• Easy prescription transfers

Stratford Medical 
Pharmacy

342 Erie St (Jenny Trout Centre),
Stratford, ON N5A 2N4 

Phone: 519-272-0888
www.stratfordmedicalpharmacy.ca

245 Downie Street, 
Suite 108

Stratford, ON
N5A 1X5

Tina Grasby
BROKER

b. 519.508.HOME (4663) | m. 519-275-7663
tgrasby@homeandcompany.ca

homeandcompany.ca

LIST WITH CHRIS!

Hiller Realty Brokerage
100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101

Chris Evans, Broker

listwithchris@wightman.ca

WINDOW WASHING

SHARPENING

TRAVEL

150 Queen St. E., St. Marys
519-284-2332

210 Mill St., New Hamburg
226-333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com 
agent@stonetowntravel.com

WATCH/CLOCK REPAIR
Watch & Clock Repair
FREE ESTIMATES

Watch batteries, bands  
& crystals

House calls available

All makes & 
models.

New & Old.

Antiques in Time
45 York Street | 519-272-0411

www.antiquesintime.ca

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Make Real Estate a
‘FAIR’ GAME

QUIZ ANSWERS
1. Gryffindor
2. Australia
3. Garth Brooks
4.  - 40 ° C and - 40 ° F	
5. Pumice stone
6. Ejected from game
7. 1970
8. Pentagon
9. South America
10. Bubonic Plague

SUDOKU

Sudoku

Id: 160703

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 25

3 4 2
8 2 5 9

5 7
7 4 3

7 9 3 5
6 1 8

8
5 2 1

3 9

Solution
3 5 4 1 7 9 8 2 6

6 7 1 8 4 2 5 3 9

8 2 9 3 6 5 7 1 4

2 1 5 7 9 8 4 6 3

7 9 8 4 3 6 1 5 2

4 3 6 5 2 1 9 7 8

9 8 2 6 1 7 3 4 5

5 4 7 2 8 3 6 9 1

1 6 3 9 5 4 2 8 7

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

Email to inquire
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

EXCELLENCE & 100% EFFORT IN MEETING ALL 
YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

Serving Stratford * Perth * Huron * Waterloo Region --  Anywhere, Any time!

Liz Yundt
Realtor® | B.B.A, B.Ed

Cell |  519.272.9017
lizyundt.realtor@gmail.com

BIN RENTAL OR FULL JUNK REMOVAL

519-284-2221
www.diamonddisposal.ca
info@diamonddisposal.ca

JUNK REMOVAL

Achieving a superior cutting edge 
using traditional whetstones, files, 

and diamond grit hand tools
Knives - Scissors - Tools - Repair

Located in Stratford
Pick up/Drop off service available

Contact Dani at:
dani@stonecraftsharp.com
www.stonecraftsharp.com

519-998-7954

www.boscocleaningservices.cawww.boscocleaningservices.ca
519-697-2376 | 519-694-2079519-697-2376 | 519-694-2079

• Mobile Auto Detailing
• Residential Cleaning
• Commercial Cleaning

CLEANING



Stratford Times32 January 26, 2024

Main Store Hours:
Mon. to Thurs.  10 to 6

Fri.  10 to 8 | Sat.  10 to 5
Sun.  12 to 4

Follow us on:

Outlet Hours:
Thurs. to Fri.  10 to 6

Sat.  10 to 5
Sun.  12 to 4

www.stratfordhomefurniture.ca 
www.homefurniture.ca
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Schaeffler Aerospace

MAIN STORE: 
519-273-9330
2954 Hwy 7&8 E

OUTLET: 
519-273-7453
617 Douro Street

Sorry, no Rain Checks
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SOFA SETS SECTIONALS

BEDROOM SUITES
 *% OFF ORIGINAL PRICE. IN STOCK ONLY, NO RAIN CHECKS. SOME CONDITIONS APPLY.

ACCENT CHAIRS
UP TO 

50% OFF*

+ TAX IN PRICING
MATTRESSES

ALL SIZES 

EVENT 


