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Mayor Phil Schaefer, left, holds one of the fire training DVDs while EZT Fire Chief Scott Alexander is presented with a $5000 cheque from

Doug Chapman from Enbridge and Jamie Kovacs, Executive Director of the Fire Marshal’s Public Fire Safety Council.

By Lee Griffi, Local
Initiative Reporter

Journalism

Enbridge Gas Inc. is helping the East Zor-
ra Tavistock Fire Department purchase re-
quired firefighting training materials. The
money comes from the Safe Community
Project Assist, a program with the Fire
Marshal’s Public Safety Fire Safety Coun-
cil that supplements existing training for
Ontario volunteer fire departments in the
communities where Enbridge operates.

“At Enbridge Gas, safety is at the core of
what we do. Providing support to Ontar-

io firefighters with emergency response
training, we are equipping the heroes of
tomorrow to better protect the commu-
nities we live and work in, keeping them
healthy and vibrant,” said Doug Chapman,
the company’s St. Thomas Operations Su-
pervisor.

EZT Fire Chief Scott Alexander said the
donation is invaluable to the more than
60 men and women who are volunteer
firefighters across East Zorra-Tavistock.
“Whenever you do training for Firefight-
er One and Firefighter Two, this is every

single module our volunteers have to pass.
Now we can not only have an instructor,
but we can also use our own videos and
they can do it on their own time or on
practice night. It’s convenient and it's real-
ly focused on trying to help our older fire-
fighters get their certifications because it’s
mandatory now.”

Four recruits are entering the ranks of vol-
unteer firefighters in EZT. Alexander said
they will attend education sessions before
starting on the job. “At the end of training
in June they will have passed every sin-

Continued on page 2

Oxford County
approves 2024
budget

Ratepayers are on the hook for
a nearly 17 percent tax hike

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative
Reporter

Some heated debates emerged at last week’s
Oxford County Council meeting, but next
year’s budget was approved. A 16.7 per cent
tax increase was passed by a vote of 7 to 3.
What this means for the average homeown-
er is a $154 increase on a single-family de-
tached residence with a current value assess-
ment of $275,022. The rate of inflation used
was 3.8 percent.

East Zorra-Tavistock Mayor Phil Schaefer,
the local representative on county council,
voted in favour of the budget but admitted it
wasn't an easy decision. “It is difficult to raise
your hand in support of a 16.7% budget in-
crease. It is also difficult to ignore the growth
the county is experiencing, and the increase
in support required for social services, para-
medic services, long-term care, and infra-
structure needs.” He admitted that no one
likes to pay more taxes, but added more is
necessary to fund what the county needs in
the future.“Based on the average assessment
of a single-family home in the County, the
typical homeowner would see an increase
of approximately $154 per year. That is less
than $13 per month. For that additional tax,
the county is investing in services that are
desperately needed. Also, we are funding
our reserves as needed to ensure we have
sufficient capital to maintain and grow our
infrastructure, and we are doing this in a pe-
riod of high inflation and increasing WSIB
and insurance costs.”

Among the new spending in the document is
$2.1 million to expand transitional housing,
which offers temporary accommodation to
bridge the gap from homelessness to perma-
nent living quarters. The township will not be

Continued on page 2
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Enbridge donates provides
training materials

Continued from page 1

gle one of these (training videos). We have
our own school we run, and our instructors
do this so it’s hands-on. Every municipali-
ty hosts a weekend hosting and then they
will write their exams to be certified.” He
added volunteers can then work their way
up the ladder with other courses includ-
ing Officer One and Instructor One, all of
which are mandatory now under provin-
cial legislation. The training videos repre-
sent every task that a new firefighter will
have to do throughout his or her lifetime.
“It talks about putting up ladders, wearing
PPE properly, how to run a hose line, those
types of things.”

Alexander explained there are a few differ-
ent opportunities for funding sources every
year, something his department is always
hoping to take advantage of. “I am always
looking. Every year we apply for three to

five grant applications. Enbridge has al-
ways been there for us. Some of the other
ones, there are so many municipalities ap-
plying for them, we have just never been
successful. Enbridge has pipelines right
here and they have always been a great cor-
porate partner.”

Mayor Phil Schaefer was also in attendance
for the cheque presentation and said the
company has been a valuable corporate
sponsor for the township’s fire services.
“We really appreciate Enbridge’s support.
This is just part of what they have done
for us this year and in previous years.” He
added any amount of money EZT can save
the taxpayer helps come budget time. “It’s
$5 thousand we don't have to come up with.
You'd want to come up with it because of
the importance of the training program so
this is a great win for everybody.”

Fire at local honey operation

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative
Reporter

No one was injured after an early-morning
fire at Nith Valley Apiaries on Wednesday.
The well-known honey producer took
to Facebook to let customers know what
happened.

“ We are closed today due to a fire that
took over our workshop. The honeyhouse
and retail store as well as our bulk hon-
ey storage have not been affected. We are
closed today and will keep you posted
regarding reopening the store before the
holiday. We are grateful nobody was hurt,”
the post said.

“At approximately 6:30 this morning we
received a call of a shed on fire that had
spread to a larger building. When crews

arrived on the scene the shed was fully in-
volved, and the fire had spread through a
window into a larger shop and it was also
fully damaged.”

Leeson added there was no one inside ei-
ther of the structures at the time and there
were no injuries. He explained the inves-
tigation is continuing. “I don’t have an ex-
act cause at this time, and I don't have a
value of the damage established yet. We
are a little too early into the investigation
process to determine that.”

Waterloo Regional Police were called to
the scene to provide traffic control and
to close down Christner Road for safety
reasons. Fire crews were still on the scene
late in the morning to perform the over-
haul process.

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS WITH US!

To book space contact Sharon Leis
at 519-580-5418 or sharonbleis@gmail.com

17 per cent tax increase in Oxford County

Continued from page 1

a site for any housing of this type, some-
thing Schaefer said is part of being in a
two-tier government. “Housing is a coun-
ty responsibility, regardless of whether
there are needs in Woodstock, Tavistock,
or any other community in Oxford for that
matter. Any resident of EZT that avails
themselves of any service that the county
provides from highways, water and waste-
water needs, libraries, garbage collection,
paramedics, social services, etc. will bene-
fit from the services this budget enhances
or maintains.”

Oxford County Warden Marcus Ryan was
a supporter of the budget and said there
are some big things in it for residents.
“There is a brand new strategic plan and
we just had an election a year ago. Those
councillors heard a lot from a lot of people
about things they want.” Ryan added one
of the driving forces behind the increase
is the county’s population growth. “It has
doubled to over two percent. That is going
to require more service. For instance, to
keep the ambulance response rate what it
is, you're going to have to buy another am-
bulance and staff it. To supply the housing
Oxford County is legally obliged to offer
under the Municipal Act it’s going to re-
quire more investment when your popu-
lation is growing.”

The budget’s approval wasn't without
controversy as Woodstock City/County
Councillor Deb Tait made her displeasure
known as she took exception with some of
the numbers. “The only amount we added
for homelessness was $500 thousand so to
say a 16 percent increase was to do with
homelessness, it wasn’t. The way I expect
a budget to come forward is to be cut as
much as it can by staff before it gets here.

I want to see a budget that is acceptable to
the taxpayer.” She added the extras, and
the wants of each department should be
listed separately. “I find this irresponsible,
and I will not support this. I don’t know if
you understand how difficult it is for peo-
ple right now. They can’t afford groceries,
they can't afford their utilities, and we are
putting another burden on them. I was
not elected to be irresponsible with tax-
payer money.” Along with Tait, Woodstock
Mayor and Deputy Warden Jerry Acchione
and Tillsonburg Mayor Deb Gilvesy voted
against the budget. Tait did bring forward
a motion to defer the hiring of three new
positions at paramedic services which was
defeated.

Other big ticket items include $14.5 mil-
lion for construction work to maintain
bridges and culverts on Oxford County
roads, $1.72 million for maintenance
and upgrades at social housing sites, and
$756,250 at the three Woodingford Lodge
sites. Oxford County’s funding share for
Southwestern Public Health increased
by a whopping 56 percent to $4.4 million.
Higher costs for supplies and construction
are also reflected in the budget. The coun-
ty is also hiring 41 new full-time positions
across various departments.

The next task at hand for Schaefer is the
East Zorra-Tavistock budget which will
be tabled in February He said residents
can be assured council will be responsible
with their money. “While it is too early to
discuss numbers, our ratepayers can ex-
pect we will deliver a budget that deliv-
ers the services our residents require, at
a reasonable cost. East Zorra-Tavistock
has the second-lowest tax rate in Oxford
County.”

EZT council meetings won't be available
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online for several months

It was expected the township would have
the technology installed in January for
residents to watch council meetings both
live and on-demand, but some issues with
the new office have surfaced. CAO Karen
DePrest said there have been some issues
with security hardware.

“We are hoping by the end of the first
quarter we will have the technology in-
stalled. As of yet, we have held off on the
hardware order and delivery until the de-
ficiency items on the new building can be
completed. Some of the deficiencies in-
clude door and locking hardware on some
of the storage and office spaces so we
don't want to have critical technological
infrastructure on site until the building

has all of its security features up and run-
ning.” DePrest added everyone wants the
ability to be more transparent and avail-
able for ratepayers. “I will keep you post-
ed, as I know it is a key feature and desire
for the public, the media, staff, and council
alike. We want to make sure the transition
is as seamless as possible.”

Hickson Trail bridge closed

The township announced on Tuesday
that the pedestrian trail bridge on the
Hickson Trail at Braemar Sideroad has
been closed. The closure is due to safety
concerns after an engineering inspection.
EZT wants to make it clear no use of the
bridge is permitted and they said they are
working on a replacement plan.

CHECK OUT OUR ONLINE VERSION OF THE PAPER

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE




The Wilmot-

Baden speed camera
vandalized for the third time
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

A police investigation is underway after a
speed enforcement camera in Baden was
vandalized for the third time.

On Sunday, December 17, at about 9:55
a.m., the Waterloo Regional Police Service
(WRPS) responded to a report of mis-
chief to a speed enforcement camera in
Wilmot Township. The camera is located
on Snyder’s Road and monitors the speed
in areas around Waterloo Oxford District
Secondary School and Sir Adam Beck
Public School.

Police believed the incident took place
at about 2:19 a.m., and noted that this
is the third incident of mischief involv-
ing the same speed enforcement camera
since July 2023. They believe the act is
intentional.

The investigation is ongoing, and the
WRPS General Investigations Unit is ask-
ing anyone with information to contact
police at 519-570-9777, extension 6344.
Anonymous information can be provid-
ed by calling Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
8477, or submitted online at www.water-
loocrimestoppers.com.

3589 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg
519-662-1500

stock Gazette
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Scratch IN STORE & SAVE

STOREWIDE!

BOXING
DAY !

DECEMBER 26

1 DAY ONLY?
SCRATCH

and

off your entire
purchase!*

reveals a
MON-FRI 9AM-8PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUN [I0AM-5PM

1362 VICTORIA ST N. KITCHENER

HOLIDAY HOURS : DEC 24&31 9AM-4PM DEC 25& JAN 1 CLOSED

* Scratch & Save valid only Tuesday December 26, 2023. One coupon per customer.
In store only. Discount can only be applied to one transaction. Other conditions may apply.
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Jesus was God’s gift to the world
not just for Christmas,

but for every single day,
your whole life through,
and beyond, for all eternity.

Jesus died, so today,
vou and | might have eternal life

May you have the gift of faith, the blessing of hope,
and the peace of His love this Christmas and always
The Gummerson Families and Staff

SHAKESPEARE TRuck CENTER

Hwy 7&8 Shakespeare, Ontario 519-625-8510
Closed: December 25 & 26, and January 1, 2024

'Wishing you hope & peace
this ho&'day season & a&vays

To schedule an appointment | 519-662-3092
If you are in crisis (call 24/7) | 1-888-437-3247

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE

SIDE

‘ PLUMBING & MECHAM.CAL

Serving Waterloo Region since 1983
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Hickson school gift drive

By Lee Griffi, Local
Initiative Reporter

Journalism

The Hickson Central Public School com-
munity continues to give to those who
need extra support during the Christmas
and holiday season. The annual gift drive
has again provided much-needed sup-
plies for three charities thanks to the
generosity of the school community:.

Jill Baker, an organizer and teacher at
the school, said this is her seventh year
helping out and what started as strictly a
toy drive has turned into something else.
“I do a leadership group with the grade
sevens and eights and our social justice
group heads up the gift drive. We have
changed it up over the last four or five
years where we have collected more than
just toys.” She added they used to donate
strictly to Ronald McDonald House, but
they've expanded the scope of help. “We
also donate to more local charities as
well and we collect new and used cloth-
ing, perishable food items, toiletries, all of
those things.”

These are difficult times for some people
and families as the economy continues
to struggle. Baker said despite that the
school community came together to do-
nate an enormous amount for some great
causes. “We also asked for gift cards and
the amount we received for stores like
Walmart, Dollarama, or grocery gift cards,
the response was amazing. We probably
have over $300 worth of them.” Not only
does the gift drive provide much-needed
supplies for those in need, but she also
explained it teaches the students in-
volved some valuable life lessons. “They
learn empathy, and I think it really shows
them privilege. A lot of students don't
recognize or take for granted what they
are given around the holiday season,
but I think overall it teaches them that

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing
and water conditioning

a huge succes:

The Hickson Central Public School com-
munity collected gift cards, toys, and other
items for several charities this Christmas
season. (Contributed photo)

empathy piece. I think that’s incredibly
important for everyone to recognize.”

Baker said she had a group of about a
dozen students who were incredibly pas-
sionate about social justice, giving back
to the community, and making sure that
everyone feels valued and respected.
“Not only are we helping our school com-
munity, but we are also reaching out. A
lot of that is on them in organizing this
and helping spread the word among the
school and showing a leadership side for
themselves.”

The three charities on the receiving end
of the school’s generosity are Ronald
McDonald House, Operation Sharing, and
Ingamo Homes. Operation Sharing is a
non-profit organization that provides ser-
vices to the homeless community through
a donation-based homeless shelter.
Ingamo Homes is a non-profit organiza-
tion, committed to ending gender-based
violence by providing second-stage hous-
ing, outreach, and programming to wom-
en and their children, serving Woodstock,
and Oxford County.

519-748-1694 -+

Merry Christmas from Sider Plumbing & Mechanical
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a place where people care
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e It seems just like the good old days of yore,
With family, friends and the folks
from next door,
So enjoy this time of laughter and fun,

As we send our best wishes to everyone!

from the Management and Staff
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from our Home to Yours!
Thank you for your patronage

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday (December 28, 29 & 30) 7:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Closed: Saturday, Sunday, Monday, & Tuesday (December 24, 25, 26 & 27)
Closed: Saturday & Sunday (January 1 & 2)

Normal hours resume Monday, January 2

@ Home

Building Materials | Rentals | Flooring
2196 Gerber Road, Box 10 Wellesley, ON | (519) 656-2010
www.homehardware.ca

“Wishing you a Joyous

Christmas Season”

During the holiday season, our thoughts turn gratefully to those
who have made our success possible. It is in this spirit that we say
thank you and send best wishes for the holidays and New Year.

From all of our families to yours we wish you a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Warren, Bernice, Stewart & Stacey

B
BECHTHOLD

HOME IMPROVEMENT S
519-634-5852
www.bechtholdhome.com

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL SHARONBLEIS@GMAIL.COM | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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THE COUNTRY GEEK

Doug and Lois Turvey

HAVE /1 JOLLY
GOOD SEASONY

HICKSON MOTORS

164 Loveys Street, Hickson ¢ 519-462-2886

Thanks to all our
customers for
your patronage in
the past years
and wishing you a
prosperous and
happy new year.

Bill Ferguson and
Family and Staff
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om our family to yours,

Merry
Christmas!

and a happy New Year.

Josslin Insurance
519 +662 +1644 www.josslin.com

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/TheWilmotPost

Facebook.com/TavistockGazette1895
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WRDSB encourages support
for Nutrition for Learning this
holiday season

Programs provide nutritious meals for thousands of
students across Waterloo Region

By Veronica Reiner

This holiday season, the Waterloo
Region District School Board is invit-
ing the community to come together
to support Nutrition for Learning.

Nutrition for Learning is a chari-
ty that provides universal food ac-
cess in 106 of WRDSB schools all
across the region, including Wilmot
and Wellesley townships, along with
Kitchener, Waterloo, Cambridge,
Woolwich and North Dumfries.

The WRDSB has had a long-stand-
ing partnership with Nutrition for
Learning, according to Scott Miller,
Associate Director of Education.

“Food insecurity in our region is at a
very high level, so this program right
now is probably more important than
ever,” he said.

Food bank use across Ontario re-
mained at an all time high this year,
marking the seventh year in a row of
food bank use increases. According
to a report by Feed Ontario, 800,822
adults and children accessed a food
bank in the province between April
1, 2022 and March 31 this year.
This was an increase of 38 per cent
over last year, and 60 per cent over
pre-pandemic levels.

Meals provided by Nutrition for
Learning aim to be healthy, such as
fresh fruit and vegetables. The aver-
age cost of a Nutrition for Learning
program is $15,600, with some of the
high school programs costing more
than $40,000.

Schools under the WRDSB con-
sumed more than double the amount
of food than the year prior through
the program, which amounted to
about $1-million in food costs alone.
Nutrition for Learning has programs
in over 150 schools and helps about
23,000 students daily.

“Because of the way the programs
are set up in our schools, and there
is that universal access, what people
really appreciate is that it's non-stig-
matizing,” said Scott. “We also have
many thriving programs throughout
our region and district - parents will
also help and volunteer.”

He added that the program has re-
ceived “overwhelmingly positive”
feedback from students and parents
alike. “Any feedback that we as a dis-
trict are able to provide to Nutrition
for Learning - theyre very open to it,
and very accommodating to meeting

our needs, while still prioritizing an
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accessible program for all students
with high nutritional value.”

These programs occur daily in
schools - some schools have a break-
fast program, others have a variety
of healthy snacks, and others have
lunch programs as well.

“It's important to note - often I think
people may believe or feel that these
nutrition programs are fully funded
by the government. But the reality is
that the programs cost - the govern-
ment does only provide about 15 per
cent of what that funding looks like,”
said Scott.“Our schools really depend
on the generosity of our community,
and the many donors that we have.”

Whether it is a $1 or $100 donation,
the contribution will fund a student
nutrition program that removes the
barrier to access healthy and nu-
tritious food. A one time gift of $20
can provide 15 meals featuring fresh
produce, protein and whole grains.

Donations are being accepted un-
til tomorrow, Friday, December 22.
Those interested can contribute at
this link: www.canadahelps.org/en/
dn/95440?v2=true. 100 per cent of
the proceeds donated through this
link will go to WRDSB schools.
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OPP provides tips for a safe
holiday shopping season

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Ontario Provincial Police are
urging holiday shoppers to take a few
precautions to protect themselves
and their hard earned purchases
from ending up under a thief’s tree.

Here are some tips to ensure your
shopping trip is a merry one:

e Keep wallets and purses safely
always secured on your person.

e Don't carry large amounts of
currency. Instead, use debit and
credit cards.

e Protect and shield your Personal
Information Number at point-of-
sale terminals.

Front-Wheel Drive

U537, ggsm.‘c

Front-Wheel Drive

$9,995+HM

$44,995. 5.
LOW KMS
15,701 km

$32 995 +HST & lic
LOW KMS

e Get cash from recognized
banking machines instead of
stand-alone Automated Teller
Machines (ATM). Thieves use
card-skimming devices to target
stand-alone units.

e Carrying large amounts of gifts
makes you a target. Take them to
your car and put them in a trunk,
or in the case of sport utility ve-
hicles or pick-up trucks, place
them on the floor and cover
them with a blanket.

Theft-proofing starts in the parking
lot, so remember to take a few smart
steps before braving the crowds at
local stores.

All-Wheel Drive

FREE TABLET

WITH THE PURCHASE OF A PRE-OWNED VEHICLE.

Some Conditions apply. Bring in this coupon and see the dealer for details.

] K.A s/ﬁ:;\ti@Fd
Kia
- - %

Offer available only until December 31, 2023

$29 995+HST&I|C
LOW KMS
1,290 km

e Always make sure your vehicle
is locked. An unlocked vehicle
door or an open window is an
invitation to thieves seeking a
crime of opportunity.

e Park your vehicle in a well-lit
area.

e  Roll up the vehicle's windows.

e Keep valuables out of sight.

e Lock your doors and pocket your
keys.

Following these easy shopping tips
will go a long way towards making
your holiday season safe and fun for
everyone on your list.

Front-Wheel Drive

Low KIVI
11,550 km

$38 995 +HST & lic

We thank you for your valued
business, and wish you and your loved ones
a bounty of glad tidings this holiday season.

wastoce 519-462-2280 Fax 519-462-1460

Butch, Christine & Employees

Al-Wheel Drive Jf $37 995, 570, Al-Wheel Drive

LOW KIVI
12 546 km

All-Wheel Drive |

$35,gg5+HST&I\c
LOW KMS
12 502 km

$62 ] 095 . .5ray  Al-Wheel Drive

LOW KMS
8,606 km

$34,995+HST&I\0
LOW KMS
17,586 km

All-Wheel Drive

2 19 Lexus UX 250h

$37,995, 4.

LOW KMS
22,869 km

A”-Whee DriVe = $42 995+HST&I\C A”-Wheel DriVe

& Low kMS
™

7R
Bad,or'Challenging Credit? No problem! Everyonelisiapproved, some condit?ons apply. «

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

—

tratford

St

Kia

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD

STRATFORD KIA

519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew
www.stratfordkia.com

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply
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Festive decorations
around Tavistock

(Isa 9:6) For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is
given; And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Merry Christmas from Cindy, Brian, Emily, Kurtis,
Noah, Violet, Amy, Nathan, Ryan, Jake and Zac.
We are closed Dec.24th at 2:00pm
and reopen Jan. 3rd. at 7:00 am.

Ashlie, Dorothy, Lacey, Jesse, Nancy, Wayne,
Kristen, Ryan, Carter, Ginnie & Nathaniel m TAVISTOCK, SINCE 1931

78{9(1&{(1&}'{1{5 cfiféi{:"fﬁi These festive inflatables, including Santa Claus and polar
WAYNE WEICKER CARPENTRY bears, can be spotted around Tavistock as the community
33 Woodstock Street’ S., Tavistock, ON- (5]9) 655-2835 prepares for the holidays. (Photo credit: Elaine Townsend
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SEIZE

THE SEASON

LEASE A 2023 NISSAN $69
OQASHOAIS AwWD WEEKLY FROM

a LIE P S Purchase any new ﬁ‘*
; : . g Nissan vehicle and *
$3o1 24 s - i
THS OAC ' $290 OFRASET OF % . keeps on giving a
' 3 ELIGIBLEWINTERTIRES .
IN STOCK NOW -
-

STRATFORD NISSAN
/\ 2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON @ﬁﬁj@
NISSAN s t r a tf.r d 519.273.3119 %m‘iﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁ
V NISSAN www.stratfordnissan.com 4.%::‘;3&"@
= i:gj
STORE HOURS SALES: Mon -Thurs. 900-8:00; Fri-Sat. 900-600 PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon.-Fri. 800-500 El ; Ifg.“.l" .

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL SHARONBLEIS@GMAIL.COM | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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L As we join you and your family in celebratlng the birth of our Saviour,
¥ ":} !‘; we recall the many generous folks we've had the privilege to serve
pig Bl i 7 this year, and know that we are truly blessed.

5 »

£ g Wishing you glad tidings and a holiday that is as special as you are.

RAY’S PRODUCE
171 Hope Street East, Tavistock

From the Oesch Family, Tavistock
Ray, Tammy, Riley and Regan

Thank you for your patronage. We look forward to helping you with your
prOJects in the coming year'

Merry Christmas!
~ Randy, Alea, Jelene and Joellah
H . U L A G E

|

Best wishes for a wondérful Christmas'and a New Year
filled with peace and happmess.

519-655-2461 I
"May your faith be renewed, your spirits lifted |

by the true meaning of Christmas. We Thank Jantzi @m] :. |
You for your friendship and for the privilege l M | ’ E Perth &m é}& f
S

of serving you this past year."

Merry Christmas from: @&@@T : E@

Derek, Curtis and Kim

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS!

Deﬁmtlve

Kitchen & Bath Solutions

“This is My Passion”

We Design and Build

New Homes & Total Home Hakapm?ﬁ
ﬁmﬁani* Bm H&nﬂmﬂ Mﬂiﬁbﬂ&

Kaye; Tom & Kathy;
Erin, Dave, Nash, Cade & Crew;
Laura, Jesse, Reid & lan; Joanne & Pam
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OBITUARY OBITUARY

WETTLAUFER, Lynda BRENNEMAN: Ronald Wayne
Lynda Lou Wettlaufer, 75, Passed to his eternal rest St George’s Anglican Church
E’rgflts tl\(f(?lfy;,a z‘;ﬁ‘x};}?f ];reec‘;“ﬁ‘i’segigi ffr’ﬁﬁf"“ Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St New Hamburg
on Sunday, December 10, peacefully at home sur- In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
2023 at Stratford General rounded by the love of his P i i i
) rograms each Sunday for children during service.
Hospital. She was born life and their children. ograms each Sunday for children during service
on November 19, 1948 at Ron was born at home on St James Chapel of Ease
; ISttr atlford' daﬁgwl;gf ﬂfle the farm August 19, 1940. 4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
ate Percy John Wettlaufer It was here that his love of
1 (1979) and the former Ruth the land grew. He married All Welcome
Marie Hinz (2021). Donna, May 29, 1964 and Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450

Lynda is survived by her they established Donron

sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com

sisters-in-law, Claudette Wettlaufer and Gloria Farms. Ron loved the fact that for nearly 60 years
Wettlaufer; nieces and nephews Fred Wettlaufer, they were able to raise their children and make Current health and safety protocols are followed.
Marianne Ruby (Dale), Charlie Wettlaufer (Chris), their living together. Simple pleasures in Ron’s life :
Scott Wettlaufer (Erika), Angela Wettlaufer; great brought grgeatgjoy, especiaﬁly geing surrounded by St Agatha Mennonite Church
niece and nephews, Emily & Josh Wettlaufer, Riley his children, grandchildren and great grandchil- 1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212
& Travis Wettlaufer, Jayden & Simon Ruby. dren. He was a quiet and proud cheerleader of all -
o . e o i Pastor Jim Brown
She was predeceased by her brothers, Bob his children and grandchildren’s activities. Ron _ _
Wettlaufer (2017), Jack Wettlaufer (2022), Bill was affectionately known as the Eggman and the Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon
Wettlaufer (2022) and niece, Yvonne Claudia Wagonman. discussion. All are welcome
Wettlaufer in infancy (1967). Best friend and husband of Donna (Neeb)
Lynda received her Legal Secretary Diploma from Brenneman. Dear father of Kim Brenneman of
Fanshaw College and was employed as a Legal Tavistock, Karen & husband Greg Bender of RR#6 IN MEM ORIAM
Secretary for three different law firms for over a Woodstock, Sandra McLaren of Shakespeare,
span of 40 years. She loved long car rides in the Jayne & husband Tim Whetstone of Embro and
countryside enjoying the birds and wildlife along Paul & wife Katherine of RR#6 Woodstock. Sadly
the way. Lynda was an avid dart player many years missed by his grandchildren Dylan, Reis & Britt,
ago at the Tavistock Legion. Luke & Jo, Hilary & Chase, Jacob, Shelby, Hannah

& Mikey, Isaiah & Rachel, Katie, Caleb, Larissa,
Nathan, Morgan and great grandchildren Emmett,
Ollie, Parker and Sage. Survived by his sisters
Merle & husband Allan Gerber of Wellesley, Joyce
& husband Dan Gascho of Stratford, Carol & hus-
band Jim Schumm of RR#1 Tavistock, by broth-

Friends and family were received at Grace United
Church, Tavistock on Sunday, December 17, 2023
from 2 - 2.45 pm where the funeral service was
held at 3 pm. Interment in Grace United Cemetery.
Reception followed.

Francis Funeral Home entrusted with the ers Keith & wife Marilyn and Ken & wife Karen
arrangements. all of RR#2 Tavistock, by sister-in-law Donna &
Donations to St. Marys Memorial Hospital Irwin Pudrycki of Regina and by many nieces and
Foundation, St.Marys ON would be appreciated. nephews.

Personal condolences can be posted at www.fran- Predeceased by his parents Lorne and Selma
cisfh.ca (Zehr) Brenneman, infant brother Larry, mother-

in-law Isabella (Riehl, Neeb) & George Satchell,
brothers and sister-in law Ken & Joyce Roth and

IN MEMORIAM B

Over the years Ron was an active member of the

Tavistock Mennonite Church, a member of the IN LOVING MEMORY OF
Tavistock Men's Club, the Oxford County Milk LIZ LIVINGSTON
Murray DeCkert Committee_, volunteered at thg New Ham'burg WHO PASSED AWAY ONE YEAR AGO.
In loving memory of dear husband and father M.C.C. Thrift Store, at the Tavistock Men's Club JANUARY 5, 2023
Murray Deckert who passed one year ago A1jena Booth, and was involved w1th'Tav.1st0ck
December 16, 2022. Minor Hockey and the Braves organization. YOUR PRESENCE WE MISS,
Not a day goes by that we don’t think of you. Relatiyes and friends will be received in the YOUR MEMORY WE TREASURE.
Francis Funeral Home, 77 Woodstock St. N. on LOVING YOU ALWAYS
Wednesday from 6-8pm and Thursday from 2-4 FORGETTING YOU NEVER
A heartfelt late thank you to Perth EMS, Tavistock and 6-8pm. Funeral service will be conducted
Fire Dept., StrathI“d Hospital Emergency doctors at the Tavistock Mennonite Church on Fr1day, LOVE EDDY s BRAD s KERRY s STEVE s
and nurses for going above and beyond to help. December 22, 2023 at 10:00am. Interment to fol- AND GIRLS
All your efforts were greatly appreciated. low in the East Zorra Mennonite Church Cemetery
Suzan, Trevor & Tracey, Travis & Cathy and 16th line.

Trent & Mackenzie. In lieu of flowers, donations to the Tavistock

Mennonite Church or the Tavistock Minor Hockey

Like us on Facebook!

would be appreciated by the family. Please hon- Facebook.com/TheWilmotPost

our Ron by greeting everyone with a smile, taking Follow us on Twitter!
Have y ou been affeCted by the time to talk and more importantly to listen. . . :
someone else’s drinking? Personal condolences can be posted at www.fran- Twitter.com/TheWilmotPost

cisth.ca. Love you more. Follow us on |nstagram!

Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU! Call for time and place.
1-800-706-9833 or App Available

Instagram.com/thewilmottavistockgazette
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92ND BIRTHDAY

Vi 4 Happy 92nd Birthday
v TINEN December 30, 2023
You are precious!!
Love your family

Witzel (13).

Place an announcement in the
Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

o Call Sharon at 519-580-5418
" or email sharonbleis@gmail.com

and Lesli Spylo (12th).

Does someone in your family have a special day coming up? Let us
know at thewtgazette@gmail.com to appear in our Birthdays and
Anniversaries listing or to arrange for a special announcement ad.

December 21: Happy birthday to Josiah Halliday (5) and Quinn

December 22: Happy birthday to Roy Baer.

December 23: Happy birthday to Laurie Jurchuk and anniversary
for Thomas Houghton and Karen Duffield (5th).

December 24: Happy birthday to Addison Doehn (5).

December 25: Happy birthday Paul Mohr (54), Kathleen
Hofstetter (100 years young).

December 26: Happy birthday to Sydnie Hyde. Donald Mohr (96)
December 27: Happy birthday to Ella Brown (21).
December 28: Happy birthday to Benjamin Cole and Bruce Ward.

December 29: Happy birthday to Nathan Raymer (15), Ava
Neumeister (16) and Irene Baker, and anniversary for Adam

December 30: Happy birthday to Emily Dolson (6), Alex Ehnes
(13) and Rylee Kaufman, and anniversaries for Bryan and
Jennifer Weldrick (17th) and Ian and Chelsea McMillan (11th).

December 31: Happy birthday to Hailey Ropp (4), Jane Elzinga
and anniversary for Trevor and Stephanie Shantz (15th).

By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I'm reading through the
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est.
1895). Within this weekly column I'd like to
share with you some of my findings.

December 12-19, 2018 Edition (5 years ago)

About 167 people were served on Wednes-
day, December 5th at Quehl’s Restaurant for
the Annual Spaghetti Dinner for the Tavistock
Assistance Program (TAP), raising a total of
$2,850.

Tavistock Pre-School students once again
stole the hearts of family and friends as they
presented their annual Christmas Concerts
at Tavistock Mennonite Church on Decem-
ber 10 and 11. This year’s skit was “The Lit-
tlest Christmas Tree” followed by songs of the
season with jingling bells, clapping hands and
stamping feet.

December 10-17, 2008 Edition (15 years ago)

Jean Scott celebrated her 100th birthday as
family and friends gathered on Saturday in
Tavistock. She was born Mary Catherin Jean
Swan at Bright on December 16, 1908.

The Saputo Atom Reps dominated the Sil-
ver Stick Tournament in Wingham last week
playing four game to bring home the title of
Regional Silver Stick Champions. The team
includes Brodie Ross, Jacob Bender, Trent
Jones, Sam Bauman, Grant Bickle, Zach Berg,
Hayden Ramseyer, Jason Winhold, Jacob Bau-

The Old Gazettes

man, Michael Johnson, Kirkland Ramseyer, Al-
exander Francis, and Gibson Lamond.

The Tavistock Public School girls’ volleyball
team continued their winning ways and be-
came champions of the Thames Valley Dis-
trict School Board recently in London. The
team includes Jenny Newcombe, Marlee Junk-
er, Jordan Tomkins, Rachel Knetchel, Maddy
Zehr, Taylor Wagler, Kristen Lupton, Ashley
Smulders, Hannah McLaren, Emma Bender,
Kaylee Kaufman, and Lacey Jantzi.

Scotiabank Tavistock has once again been able
to deliver the Christmas bounty to dozens of
people during the holiday season with the
help of many, many Tavistock residents. Now
in its eighth year, the bank’s toy and clothing
drive was able to provide Christmas gifts and
much needed clothing for six families through
the Woodstock Children's Aid Society. Branch
Manager Phil Schaefer and employees loaded
two vans on December 11 to be delivered to
their Woodstock office.

December 16-23, 1998 Edition (25 years ago)

The primary classes of Tavistock Public
School, Grades K-3, presented their annual
Christmas program on Wednesday evening,
December 16th. Ms. Trish Elcombe directed
the all-class choir in presenting “The Little
Bell That Could Not Ring”.

Students of Tavistock Public School ral-
lied their Christmas spirit recently to collect
non-perishable food items to be donated to

the Salvation Army of Woodstock’s annu-
al Christmas food drive. In total, 1189 pieces
were collected.

The Scotiabank branch in Tavistock held their
official opening on Friday, December 18th.

December 19, 1973 Edition (50 years ago)

The Tavistock Rotary Club Christmas Party
was transferred to the Memorial Hall, and it
was bigger and better than ever with 200 sit-
ting down to a turkey dinner. After each Ro-
tarian had introduced his guests, the Schwart-
zentruber family, missionaries on furlough
from Brazil, brought Silent Night and Away in
a Manger to the group in Portuguese. It was a
fine gesture along with description of Christ-
mas in their adopted country, with the same
Santa Claus but dressed in lighter costume
owing to the hot season.

A delicious Christmas dinner was served by
the Princess Elizabeth Women’s Institute to 43
members and guests of the Tavistock Women'’s
Institute. The Christmas meeting was held in
the Library hall on Tuesday, December 11.

At the seventh annual meeting of the Tavis-
tock Union Cheese and Butter Ltd., held in the
Memorial Hall on Friday night, members were
addressed by MPP for Perth, Hugh Edighof-
fer. Mr. Edighoffer told the members, “You are
shareholders in the government and if we all
give a little more of ourselves, we will receive
just a little more.”

WORSHIP

WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S

is hosting a

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE

ON DECEMBER 21ST AT 7 PM

All are welcome

Service led by Rev Marg Smith

Music by Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY EVANGELICAL

LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK

Pastor Steve Hoffard

Church Office 519-655-2372
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com

Masks welcomed but not required
www_trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE
Interim Pastor Harold Schiegel.
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am, with
coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am.

Masks welcomed but not required.

All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship service.

Stream services online at
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario
Questions or Need Help?

Text or Call: (519) 655-2413
tavistockbc.org

Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN Lcc
Church Phone 519-276-0701

Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com

Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

Christmas Eve Service

2:00 pm December 24, 2023

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
Www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
17 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock NOB 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611

Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church
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About 40 participants make
it out to Wellesley ]mgle Run

By Veronica Reiner

About 40 participants came out to the
Wellesley Jingle Run, which took place
on a warmer-than-usual day on Saturday,
December 9.

As published in last week’s Gazette, the
event raised $805, which was split be-
tween the Wellesley & District Lions Club
and the Woolwich Counselling Centre.

“The very first year that we did it was the
biggest because it was during COVID and
nothing else was interfering with peo-
ple’s schedules,” said organizer Shauna
Johnston. “So since then, it’s been around
the same number.”

The 40 or so participants this year were
similar numbers to the year before. The
first year, there were about 70 partici-
pants, said Shauna. The event has gone on
for the past four years.

Normally, the event is held around the end
of November, but this year was held later
due to the conflicting schedules of partic-
ipants. “It worked out, because when you
plan this so early, you could end up with
lots of snow and ice on the sidewalks,” said
Shauna. “This year, it was green and dry
with no slipping hazards.”

Jingle Run participants made the event
more festive by dressing in their best Christ-
mas attire.

Runners did a different-than-usual route.
The three kilometre and five kilometre
runs went along the same route this year,
unlike in previous years, where they were
done in different directions. “I think that
having the routes going along in the same
direction for the three kilometres didn’t
look as sporadic,” commented Shauna.

Shauna added that she got mugs made up
with the Wellesley Jingle Run logo on it,
and gave those to participants. “Every par-
ticipant gets entered into a raffle draw, and
local businesses donate the raffle priz-
es. So Mike’s Tavern, Schmidtsville, and
Cedar Rose Homes, they all donate gifts
that people randomly win,” she said. “We
had about 12 local businesses participate.”

For unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given...

You are invited to join us for
carols, communion,
and candlelight on
Sunday, December 24th
at 5:00 pm or 7:00 pm.

TRINITY

Lutheran Church
New Hamburg

23 Church Street
519-662-1810

www.te]c.ca

Maples Home for Seniors
donate to local School

By Gary West

Students at Sprucedale Public School in
Shakespeare were the recipients of cash

to support the school’s “snack bowls ready”
program.

The Maples Home for Seniors Executive
Director, Joan Hergott, said every year
they partner with their parent compa-
ny, Caressant Care, to donate $500 to the
“snack basket program” at area schools.

Last year Tavistock Public School students
were the recipients.

With this years donation, Destiny Baker
said, students will always have a chance to
have food available to them with no ques-
tions asked.

Ms. Cairncross, principal at Sprucedale,
says the Shakespeare and Tavistock com-
munities are so giving throughout the
year and she thanked Joan Hergott and
Maples for the nourishment support this
time of year.

Front row, Sprucedale students include
from left, Savya Hobson, Sophie Herlick,
Taylor Gauler, Aira Klooster and Sloan
Bender. Back, Ms. Cairncross (principal),
Joan Hergott (Maples - Executive Director),
Destiny Baker (snack bowls ready), Nicole
Zandstra (school office manager).

Steinmann Mennonite Churc

1316 Snyder’s Rd W., Baden
6:30 p.m.

In-person & Livestream

vs:/[smchurch.ca/livestream-recordings

At This Time Of Year...

Thoughts fum to loved ones, both past and present,

Of happy childhood memories

Unwrapping toys, helping with the baking and licking the bowl, |

Remembering always their kindness and love.
Sweet times gone by.

During your time of loss and sorrow, thank you for the

confidence placed in us.

CHputher: @/mm@

Funeral Home [

1172 Hengy Street,

Wellesley, NOB 210

519-656-2880
chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com
www. futher-franklinfuneralhome.com
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Church groups sing for peace

By Gary West

While there was a winter wind chill on
Tuesday, it did not dampen the spirits of
church members from many churches in
the Tavistock area, who gathered in the
morning in the front of the post office, to
sing for “peace” in the Middle East.

in the Middle East
&

Over various cities and towns in Canada,
events were being held not only in
Tavistock, but in Abbotsford, Nelson,
Winnipeg, Waterloo, St. Catharines,
Niagara Falls, and Toronto.

They were joined by thousands more in
the United States, who are singing for a
cease-fire, and an end to the occupation in
Gaza, and it was the largest Christian lead
day of action, since the violence began on
October 7.

Opening and welcoming words came from
Executive Director of MCC Canada, Rick
Cober-Bauman.

He reminded the group, that as disciples
of peace, we have no choice, but to speak
up against the death and destruction in
the holy land.

He said “church members all know that
ongoing violence will not help the hostag-
es Hamas took on October 7th - get home,
but know that Israeli carpet bombing
saves no one.”

Sam Ramer, of a group known as
Mennonite Action spoke on the 20,000
that have already been killed in Gaza that
now lays in ruin.

“With over 80 per cent of the population
displaced, the healthcare system has col-
lapsed, and those who are still alive in
Gaza face, dehydration, starvation, and

May this Season remind you of the hope,

joy, love, & peace found in Christ.

y

25 KINDRED

¢v. Credit Union

MEMBER OWNED

SINCE 1964

100 Mill Street, New Hamburg »» 1.888.672.6728

A P T

A group of Tavistock church members, lead
by Ruth Steinman, sang for peace in the
Middle East on Tuesday in Tavistock.

illness, which also includes thousands of
children.”

Interviewed after, Ramer stated it is im-
possible for him to be here and not reflect
on the story of Nahida Antoun and daugh-
ter Samar, who were shot and killed inside
the Holy Family Parish in Gaza three days
ago. One was killed while carrying the
other to safety. Seven more were shot try-
ing to protect others in the compound.

He said “the Gaza Christian community;,
one of the first Christian communities in
the world, is on the verge of extinction.”

He also said, “in October, the Palestinian
Christian community, put out a call to ac-
tion to Western churches. This call came
after an Israeli airstrike on a historical
Greek Orthodox church in Gaza, leaving
18 killed, and even more injured and bur-
ied under the rubble.”

The call reminded the Western Christian
churches of Isaiah chapter 1, verse 17, that
said “learn to do right, and seek justice,
defend the oppressed, and that should be
the mission of the group and all the groups
who sang in unison for peace across the
country and throughout the U.S.”

May the Peace and Joy of |
Christmas be With You Today (§
and Throughout the New Year. @

519-662-4239 / jonwitzel.com / ()
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Electrical Tunovatons 2023
Thanks for a great year.
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Custom Steel Fabricating

% WAL-DOR INDUSTRIES
2 LIMITED

R 202 Bergey Court,
- + New Hamburg, ON N3A 2J5

. 519-662-2820
hv:layne@waldorindustries.on.ca

-
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auto service

Full Mechanical Services

Tires For All Vehicles
Campers, RVs, ATVs & more

24 Hour Service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990 OKTIRE.COM

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

COMMUNITY —

Wellesley to conduct survey on
what to do with community centre

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Now that the new Wellesley Township
Recreation Centre is partially opened,
Wellesley Township is conducting a sur-
vey to help determine what will happen
with the original arena at 1,004 Catherine
Street.

The property is about 16 acres in size and
includes the arena, community centre, old
Wellesley Fire Hall, ball diamonds, play-
ground, splash pad, skateboard park and
soccer fields. The land south of the poten-
tial Maple Leaf Street extension will stay
recreation land, and the land to the north
(about three acres) could be developed for
another use.

There are currently no set or approved
plans for the property. The township plans
to begin a comprehensive review of the
property at the start of 2024.

The survey will be available as of January
4, 2024 until February 1, 2024. After a re-
view of the results, the township, along
with consultants where necessary, plans
to:

e Develop a few concepts and options
for the property,

e Present and seek public feedback on
the concepts/options at one or more
public engagement meetings, and

e Report back to council members on
what they heard from the public.

Based on the results of the public engage-
ment process and staff recommendations,
council will be in a better position to make
an informed decision about what to do
with the land moving forward. This pro-
cess will take a significant amount of time
and planning and will not be completed in

GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE and
BOXING WEEK BLOWOUT DEALS - KNOCKOUT SAVINGS @ STRATFORD NISSAN!

2022 Nissan Versa 2023 Nissan Kicks 2020 Honda Accord Touring 2020 Nissan Murano SL

2014 Nissan Murano Platinum

531,338+HST&HC SBS’BBBH'IST&HC
LOW KMS - 102,715 KM LOW KMS - 36,898 KM

2022 NISSAN FRONTIER SV 4X4

$17,598....
LOW KMS - 128,790 KM

s 5,93 +HST & lic
LOW KMS - 21,402 KM

SE 5,785+HST&HE
LOW KMS - 19,515 KM

2022 Toyota Corolla Le

2021 Ford Ranger Lariat

42,498 .
LOW KMS -23,412 Km

2020 Ford Escape Titanium

.= == . = J_‘d
S26, 993+H3T&..C

LOW KIVIS 79,556 KM

2019 Ford Mustang GT

53,993 +HST & lic
LOW KMS -45,985 KM

2019 Infiniti QX50 ESSENTIAL

2020 Hyundai loniq Electric 2016 Chevrolet Malibu

= L s : _.-":-.. -L i A N
$29,796 ... $31,999 ... $39,495 ... $19,998. ... $35,8888 ...
LOW KMS - 33,380 KM LOW KMS - 55,509 KM LOW KMS - 30,964 KM LOW KMS - 54,005 KM LOW KMS - 10,215 KM
*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply.

BAD CREDIT.. NO PROBLEM!. We work with multiple banks and credit unions to get you APPROVED with LOWEST RATE POSSIBLE! All Credit

Approved with $0 Down.
NISSAN /\

S f.l‘d NISSAN

STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00 PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon.-Fri. 8:00-5:00

STRATFORD NISSAN

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519.273.3119
www.stratfordnissan.com
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The Wilmot-Tavistock

Snowmobile volunteers are getting

Perth County trails ready

By Gary West

There are volunteers in the Perth
County area who like to think posi-
tively about winter activities.

Pictured are members of the North
Easthope Snowmobile Association,
who were busy installing orange
“trail markers” on the weekend, be-
side Road #106, hoping for snow
that will get their snow machines
humming.

They were out on their four-wheel-
ers setting up the winter trail to keep
everyone safe, while running their
machines, once snow arrives.

They were, at the same time, thank-
ing all landowners and farmers for
allowing their sport to happen in a
safe and organized way:.

The approaches at the roadways they
will travel across, which include stop
signs and trail maps, were installed

From left, Greg Ankenmann, Danny Sc
(Photo credit: Gary West)
by volunteers three weeks ago.

As the markers were being sledged
into the frost-free ground, the group

ee Fellar” 519-662-6198

]Ey:eccmrg Centre

S _' - back with appreciation for your loyalty <
' and looking forward to moving into~ {
the New Year together.” :

o
o HOLIDAY HOURS: ';..' S
S m Closed Monday December 25th, Q W $ ‘3
LS o Tuesday December 26th, s ,}_}‘,‘; 4 A5
é:ﬁ\ and Monday January 1st. o v g
T ]l 251 B (Back) Huron Street, New Hamburg 9
Do linnan : oceanien

L] e,

)

www.dolmaneyecare.com

I.-'.".:- P .‘I-'-.T < + PR 1
hurink, Nathan Brenneman, Brad Wet-
tlaufer, Bo Schurink, Alex Van Klaveren, and Kayde Eichler. Absent is Tooke Zehr.

could be heard singing “Let it Snow,
Let it Snow, Let it Snow!”

Gazette Weekly Quiz

1. What did the Three Wise Men bring as
gifts?

2. In the song“Jingle Bells”, what kind of
sleigh is mentioned?

3. What brings Frosty the Snowman to
life?

4. Who plays EIf in “E1f"?

5. “All I Want For Christmas Is You” is
sung by who?

6. Which country does eggnog originate
from?

7. Under which type of plant are people
supposed to kiss?

8. Where does Santa Claus live?

9. How many sizes did the Grinch’s heart
grow?

Bk

10. In the song“12 Days of Christmas”

what was given on the 11th day?

Answers found on page 42

IAMY

Private Wealth”

FINANCIAL

A better way to wealth

‘ R RAYMER

Wighing you & your family health, happiness,
peace and Proépcri’hz] thig H’o!iola:/] Season and
in the coming. New Year: <y

Andrew Raymer, BBA, CFP® CIM®
Senior Wealth Advisor

Ryan Husk, BBA, RIS
Senior Wealth Advisor

raymerfinancial.com
519-655-2700

iA Private Wealth is a trademark and business name
under which iA Private Wealth Inc. operates.

PROJECT MANAGEMENT
DESIGN BUILD
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Royals above .500 after four-point weekend

By Lee Griffi

For the first time this season Tavistock has
a winning record after a pair of wins in
Ontario Elite Hockey League action this
weekend.

The Royals avenged a 9-4 drubbing at the
hands of Minto last Friday in Palmerston
with a 5-3 win over the 81s on home ice
Saturday. Jeremy Munro’s fifth of the sea-
son opened the scoring as the teams were
tied at one after 20 minutes. Tavistock
struck twice early in the second on goals
from Matt Zilke, his fourth, and Collin
Hartwick. Jon Jutzi earned an assist on
Munro’s goal, his first point as a Royal in
his debut. Hartwick scored the game-win-
ner, his second of the period and fifth of
the campaign, to give the home team a
4-2 lead after two frames. Minto pulled
to within a goal in the third but Drew
Gerth scored a powerplay marker with 46
seconds remaining to seal the win after
an 81s too many men on the ice penalty.
Frank Boal stopped 35 of 38 shots to earn
the win between the pipes.

On Sunday afternoon’s Kids Day in
Tavistock, the Royals jumped out to a
6-0 lead on Lucknow and led 7-1 going
into the second intermission on the way
to a 10-2 victory. Trevor Sauder led the

offensive barrage with three goals and an
assist. Jeremy Munro and Sean Leslie each
scored twice while Deven Kropf had three
assists. The Royals outshot the Lancers 50
to 23.

Royals coach and general manager Brad
Stere said the weekend was just what
they needed. “We desperately needed a
big weekend and our guys responded. It
is always tough when you're the defend-
ing champs and you've had that high and
teams are looking to boost their confi-
dence by beating you. It is a very compet-
itive league, and all the teams are a chal-
lenge every night.”

He added picking up former semi-pro Jon
Jutzi will add a new pillar to the team as
they head toward the playoffs. “Acquiring
him was big for us. He is a big talented de-
fenseman with a very good pedigree. It’s
always great when you can get a home-
town guy back playing and Jon will help
us in the last few games of the season and
into the playoffs. We are excited to get into
this last month of the season and then
have a good run in the playoffs.”

Notes...Jutzi has an impressive hockey
resume. The 32-year-old from Tavistock
played three seasons with the GOJHLSs
Elmira Sugar Kings before heading to

Kid’s Day Wlnners Benson Hodg-
son shows off his Howies Hockey

Tape bag (left) while Ryson Ram-
seyer holds his signed Tavistock Riley Witzel (centre holding the box) shows off his new

Royals stick.

the British Columbia Hockey League in
Powell River. He spent four seasons on a
scholarship at Minnesota State University
before a three-year stint in the East
Cost Hockey League with four different
teams...The Royals collected donations

Gycopter Hoverboard with friends and teammates.

for the Tavistock Assistance Program
(TAP) on Saturday night. They were able
to collect approximately $800 in gas and
grocery gift cards, as well as cash to help
local people in need.

closer to Navy Vets

PJHL Roundup: Firebirds move

By Lee Griffi

New Hamburg swept a pair of week-
end games and are just four points be-
hind South Doherty Division-leading
Woodstock. The Navy Vets do have a game
in hand.

The Firebirds jumped out to a 4-0 lead
against Norwich at home Friday night.
Owen Fischer scored his nineteenth and
twentieth goals of the season while Owen
Bruder and Jake Thompson added singles.
The Merchants made it 4-1 before Justin
McManus added an insurance marker late
in the second.

In Tavistock on Saturday the Braves
roared out to a 3-0 first-period lead on
goals by Trent Davies, Ethan Sharpe, and
Nicholas Hambly, his first of the season.
Matt Domm gave New Hamburg some mo-
mentum heading into the break with a goal

at the 19:59 mark and from there it was all
Firebirds. Tyler Reid scored the game-win-
ner 13 minutes into the third on a feed
from Fischer. Bruder and Justin McManus
also found the back of the net in a game
that saw New Hamburg outshoot Tavistock
49-26. Liam O’Leary took the loss in net
despite making 45 saves.

The Braves did manage a split of their
pair of weekend games thanks to a 4-2
home-ice victory over Paris on Friday.
After a scoreless first Tavistock found the
back of the net three times in the second
off the sticks of Carter Arsenault, Jabob
Reid-Brant, and Trent Davies. Stephen
Peppas, with his ninth, made it 4-1 midway
through the third. Jacob Roach added two
assists and James Hopper stopped 35 of 38
shots to earn the victory.

Tavistock General Manager Jordan Zehr

said his team definitely had a letdown af-
ter building a lead against New Hamburg.
“We obviously did a great job getting off to
a fast start scoring 3 quick goals in the first
5 minutes. We took our foot off the gas and
didn’t keep the 0-0 mindset we like to have
all game long. We took some penalties and
let them get some momentum back going
into the second.” Zehr added the game was
one of the team’s poorest efforts in a very
long time, “outside of O’Leary who battled
all game.”

The top three teams in the division are
all solid defensively, but the Braves have
scored 20 goals less than the top two. Zehr
is confident that will improve. “I wouldn't
say I'm worried about it. Of course, we
would like to get our goals for average up,
but I think that will come if we keep work-
ing on playing within our system.” He add-
ed despite the split between the top three

and bottom three teams in the Doherty,
he’s still expecting a competitive postsea-
son. “Not really any surprises this year. I
think this year more than ever it's been a
balanced division from top to bottom, ob-
viously credit to Woodstock for the first
half they have had but down the stretch
and into the playoffs I think seeding and
first-round playoff matchups will be very
competitive, and exciting to watch.”

Applejacks fall to Navy Vets

Wellesley’s lone weekend game was a 5-3
loss in Woodstock to the division leaders.
The Navy Vets led 2-0 after 20 minutes but
the Applejacks would score the first three
goals of the second thanks to a pair from
Owen O'Donnell and a single by Carson
Wicke but that was all the offense they
could put together. Isiah Katsube chipped
in with a pair of assists for Wellesley.

BEST WISHES TO ALL OUR SPONSORS AND FANS.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!
WE WISH YOU A HEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!
FROM THE TAVISTOCK BRAVES.

-
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Wilmot's pickleball program
grows rapidly since its start

By Veronica Reiner

The Wilmot township-run pickleball
program has grown rapidly since its
inception in May 2018.

George Schertzer, a facilitator who
has been a member of the program
since the beginning, said it started
out with around eight to 10 members,
and four core players. Now, there
are about 30 members that come out
weekly, and 163 people total who
have signed up.

“It’s an easy sport to pick up. It’s eas-
ier than tennis, or badminton,” noted
George, on the draw of pickleball.

“I think how pickleball started was
for older people, and it was a sport
that they could start, and do and
move,” said another member and fa-
cilitator, Sue Wagler. “Now it's taken
off and that’s why it's gone through
the generations. Some nights I've had
my grandkids here.”

Both described the atmosphere as co-
operative rather than competitive. As
facilitators, they help new members
understand the rules of pickleball.
“We go over the rules, and we bring
them out here, and they learn and

play” explained George. “Some are
better than others; for some, it takes
a little longer.”

All sorts of participants sign up for
the programs, with ages ranging from
30s to 80s; in addition, a variety of
players from different skill levels
have signed up, from beginner level
up to competitive.

The majority of participants come
from the Wilmot area, but there
are some that attend from outside
the township boundaries, such as
Waterloo.

When the program started in 2018,
it took place on Monday afternoons
with a one-and-a-half hour timeslot.
The township has since added
Wednesday evenings in November of
the same year. In 2019, timeslots were
increased to two hours each. Over the
past year, township staff have ex-
panded both timeslots to three hours
in response to increased demand.

“The sense of community within the
pickleball participants is a strong con-
nection. Participants show up weekly
(or sometimes to both timeslots) and
want to help,” noted Donna Kells, the

township’s manager of communica-
tions and strategic initiatives.

“They have a sense of ownership of
the program, and they want to assist
with the setup and getting the courts
organized and ready. They are famil-
iar with each other and know each
other by name.”

She added that the towmship’s fo-
cus is to always create an environ-
ment where there is fun and healthy
competition.

Some of the benefits of participat-
ing in the pickleball program that
staff are seeing firsthand include re-
duced stress and boosted well-being,
improved balance and coordination
skills, increased social engagement,
an opportunity to be physically active
in the community, and a safe space
for social interactions and to become
part of a community.

The program is offered Monday af-
ternoons from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. and
Wednesday evenings from 6 p.m. to
9 p.m. at the St. Agatha Community
Centre, located at 1791 Erb Street in
St. Agatha.

Attendees of the pickleball game at the St. Agatha Commu-
nity Centre on Monday, December 18 include Jack Alerderia,
Rick Yeung, Brenda Huschka and Ed Wagler. (Photo credit:
Veronica Reiner)

Adam Schwartzentruber and Lois Syroteuk during a pickle-
ball match. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)
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MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT for OXFORD

519-421-7214 + ARPAN.KHANNA@PARL.GC.CA

208 HURON ST #4, WOODSTOCK, ON N4S 7A1
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ASHTON TIRE
SERVICE LTD.

830 Queen St. E., St. Marys
519-284-3851

ZRIDGESTONE TFirestone

SPORTS —

Local grandparents excited to watch
granddaughter compete in World's

Glen and Rhoda Baechler
of Tavistock are proud of
their granddaughter, Jessie
Pellerin of Bowmanville,
Ontario for being selected
to play on Canada’s National
Women’s Under-18 hockey
team. Pellerin plays hockey
for Durham West Lightning's
U22 team. She will be leav-
ing for Zug, Switzerland on
December 29 to compete in
the 2024 ITHF U18 Women's
World Championship. Jessie
just turned 17.

"Our love and prayers and
best wishes to Jessie as she
makes the trip with her
teammates and parents and
brother. Go Canada Go!" her
grandparents said.

Canada is in Group A in
the Championship tourna-
ment along with Czechia,
Finland and Germany. The
Canadians open the tourna-
ment against Germany on
January 6 at 2 p.m. They will
also face Czechia on January
7 at 2 p.m., before their pre- Jessie Pellerin proudly shows off her Team Canada gear
liminary-round finale against as she prepares to represent our country in the 2024 IIHF
Finland on January 9 at 2 p.m. U18 Women’s World Championship.

2024 Kia Seltos

Stratf@rd

PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

Sales, Service & Par’rs

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00

New Cars Arriving Daily at Stratford Kia

2024 Kia Niro EV

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew
www.stratfordkia.com
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Christmas colours on the
New Hamburg waterwheel

The New Hamburg waterwheel lit up with Christmas coloured themes downtown on Decem-
ber 7. (Photo credit: Lou Divita)

WW%ym

Your trust means everything
to us, and we thank you for
the privilege of serving you.

FARM « HOME » AUTO » BUSINESS
1-800-263-9987
www.southeasthope.com

SOUTH EASTHOPE

Working Together For Insurance That Works.
MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

Gazette Puzzles

Words To Describe 2023
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Natural Disasters
Recession
Space
Sustainability
Technology

Activism
Authentic
Climate
Conflicts
Deepfake

Diplomacy
Economy
Humanitarian
Innovation
Migration

SPONSORED BY:
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[ WEDNESDAY

Our pet of the week is Wednesday,
a former barn cat now living her \
spoiled life in Wellesley!
Her favourite things are Churu
treats, pom poms and watching
the leaves fall.

Nominate your Pet of the Week by

.‘o \.l

\_ emailing info@wilmotpost.ca
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SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

‘p o @ ‘, .A..

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.ticpetfood.com

TLE
FET FOOD
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OH THE PLACES WE'LL GO: The imaginary barrier to travel

B Paul Knowles

Last month, I spent a few days in Otta-
wa, attending the annual congress of the
Tourism Industry Association of Canada
(TTIAC). I was there in my role as Presi-
dent of the Travel Media Association of
Canada (TMAC). I know, why are orga-
nizations so fond of acronyms... TIAC,
TMAC, YIKES? I digress.

I had one job - Iwas there to present the
award my organization sponsors, to the
Travel Media Professional of the Year,
and all three finalists were members of
TMAC. I was very proud of my friends.

But the rest of the time, I could just sit
and listen to a raft of excellent speak-
ers. And one theme came up, again and
again - the impact of negative news on
travel.

There can be bad news. Wildfires in
many Canadian provinces, for instance.
But the point was made, again and again,
that major media reports about wildfires
in British Columbia or the Northwest
Territories failed to identify where the
danger was — and equally importantly,
where it wasn't. And after the danger
faded, even in the affected areas, none
of the major media bothered to mention
that it was now open for visitors. They
didn’t report the fact that, for the health
of the economies of those areas, it was
essential that visitors return.

So... alot of potential visitors didn't vis-
it. And that, in our post-pandemic world
where tourism businesses are trying to
claw their way back into viability, was
very bad news.

The unspoiled beauty of Dominica.

The truth of this struck me even hard-
er in the first week of December, when
I learned of the murders of Canadian
businesspeople and environmental pi-
oneers, Daniel Langlois and Dominique
Marchand. You may even have been
following this story — Daniel and Dom-
inique were the visionary developers of
the luxury, off-the-grid Coulibri Ridge
resort on the island of Dominica (not to
be confused with the Dominican Repub-
lic). They were killed by a hitman who
shot them and then burned their car,
with their bodies inside.

A neighbour who had a legal dispute
with the couple has been charged with
hiring the hitman, who has also been
charged. Both are in custody, and will
appear in court in March.

This crime shocked me, especially be-
cause I spent several days with Domi-
nique and Daniel, just a year ago. They
had invited me - with four other travel
writers — to stay at Coulibri Ridge. The
place was, to say the least, astonishing.

But more amazing were these two peo-
ple. Not only had they demonstrated
that it was possible to build an entirely
sustainable luxury resort, a place that
actually improves the environment, but
they had created and supported foun-
dations that are working to restore cor-
al reefs, they have built a school in the
local community, they employ dozens of
local people (including all the workers
who built Coulibri Ridge), and much
more. All Dominica is mourning their
deaths.

All Dominica is also worried that po-
tential visitors will see these headlines,
conclude that their magical island is not
a safe place, and choose to go some-
where else.

And that’s why I had to write this piece.
Just as all of B.C. was not destroyed in
forest fires, so all of Dominica is not now
closed to visitors because two lunatics
apparently committed a horrible crime
against neighbours.

Yes, there was a ghastly murder in Dom-
inica, just as there are murders in To-
ronto, Waterloo Region, and once upon
a time, in the house next door to my
parents’ bucolic rural residence in El-
gin County. But the moral of the story

The view of a volcano, from one of the pools at Coulibri Ridge.

is such isolated happenings should not
provide the paint with which we cover
entire communities, let alone countries.

Dominica is still open, ready to charm
visitors. So are British Columbia and the
Northwest Territories. So are Canada’s
Maritime provinces, even though we
mostly hear about storms or, there too,
fires.

So is the area around Fort Myers and
Sanibel Island in Florida, which recov-
ered from 2022’s Hurricane Ian in a mi-
raculously short time, as I saw only six
months after the storm.

At TIAC, the point was made that, due to
global warming, there probably will be
more extensive fire seasons in Canada
in the coming years. And when it comes
to person-to-person violence, there is no
lack of reports from around the world.
We do need to travel smart.

So the key, fellow travellers, is to do
some homework before you plan to go
anywhere. If an unspoiled Caribbean is-
land is on your bucket list, don’t make
a decision based on news reports of an
isolated incident - check out Domini-
ca. Contact a travel agent and ask... or
query the Dominica tourism organiza-
tion. You will get honest answers — and
then, you can decide, based on fact, not
on dramatic but narrow-focused news
coverage.

If Florida is your fancy, don't write off
the Gulf Coast because the news report-
ers didn't believe “recovery” makes as
good a story as “disaster.” The same goes

for all those areas in Canada where our

nieI Langlois and Dominique Marchand,
at their beloved Coulibri Ridge resort. Photo
taken by Paul Knowles, one year ago.

Canadian reporters falsely blanketed
entire provinces as disaster areas.

I am very sad about the horrific deaths
of two people I liked and I admired. But
that will in no way discourage me from
revisiting the island that they had fallen
in love with.

Paul Knowles is an author and travel
writer, and President of the Travel Media
Association of Canada. To contact Paul
about travel, his books, or speaking en-
gagements, email pknowles@golden.net.

Knocked in pieces by Hurricane lan, the bridge to Sanibel Island from Fort Myers was

rebuilt in a month!
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BLOOD
PLASMA

Canadian
Blood
Services

Tim Hortons supports local school
snack program with holiday cookies

By Gary West

If Tavistock and area cof-
fee drinkers were lucky
enough to get in on the
one week of holiday cook-
ies from Tim Hortons a
few weeks ago, you might

STEM CELLS
ORGANS
& TISSUES

OO

Your donation matters

It matters to every patient across Canada.
Because it’s something we can do today to help
others wake up healthier tomorrow.

Donate blood

Steinmann Mennonite Church

have also realized you 1316 Snyder's Road
were helping feed stu-

dents healthy snacks at Monday, January 8
Tavistock's Public School. 2pmto 8 pm

The Holiday Cookie cam-
paign raised $2,263, which
goes to support the nutri-
tional snack offerings at
the village's public school.

Book now at blood.ca or call 1-888-236-6283

Join Canada’s Lifeline

Visit blood.ca to learn more.
Organizers of the program
were appreciative of the
support from store own-
er Jeff Walker and general
manager Melissa Hebert
as they were at the store
last week to present the
cheque to support the stu-
dent nutrition program.

Message sponsored by:

10

Presenting a $2,263 cheque from left, Aysha Nanasi, Danielle Francis (snack coordinators),
Jill Shushkewich (school principal), Laura Harold (snack coordinator), Jeff Walker (store
owner), Melissa Hebert (GM) and Steve Parker (Tavistock’s Store Manager), holding thank
you notes from students at the school, saying “thank you for caring” to Tim Hortons.

Wellesley Home Centre
Building Materials | Rentals | Flooring
2196 Gerber Road, Box 10
Wellesley, ON | (519) 656-2010
www.homehardware.ca

- We accept all announcements - weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, new baby, etc. -
" For pricing call Sharon 519-580-5418 or email sharonbleis@gmail.com.

R

SERVING
ONTARIO
AGRICULTURE
SINCE 1966!
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B-W FEED & SEED LTD.

BEYOND NUTRITION Yy,

Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar

We appreciate your business and wish everyone a Merry Christmas and the best in the coming year.

FAMILY OWNED \f

OPERATED

&

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - DECEMBER 2023 /JANUARY 2024

December 21st

Get cozy in the Active Living Cen-
tre in the Wilmot Rec Complex!
From 2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m., the holi-
day classic “White Christmas” will
be played. Hot chocolate can be
purchased for $2. Registration is
not required.

Community Christmas Dinner

Will be alone or lonely this Christ-
mas Day? Could you use some
Christmas cheer? Wilmot Family
Resource Centre (WFRC) has you
covered. The dinner takes place
at 12 p.m. noon at Steinmann
Church, 1316 Snyder’s Road West
in Baden. Please register to at-
tend by calling the WFRC at 519-
662-2731.

December 25th

December 27th, 28th, 29th and

Full Beginner Driver Education
Course

From 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the
Wilmot Recreation Centre. Give
someone you love the gift of safe
driving. Hosted by Treadz Driving
Academy, info@treadza.ca. Class-
room and online courses avail-
able, practical hands on training.
Register online at www.treadza.
ca.

Wilmot Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting taking
place at 60 Snyder’s Road West in
Baden at 6:45 p.m. Also streamed
on the Township of Wilmot You-
Tube page.

January 6th

Sprucedale Public School Bottle
Drive

To help support the Grade 8 class
trip to Camp Celtic. Drop off loca-
tion is the Shakespeare Optimist
Club donation, open from 8 a.m.
to 11 a.m. Curbside pickup avail-
able. Leave empties at the road
and they will be picked up.

Trivia Night

January 3rd Do you have what it takes to be

the ultimate trivia champion?
This is your chance to show off
your knowledge and have fun in a
friendly competition. Doors open
5:30 p.m., dinner at 6 p.m. Cost to
sign up, cash prizes. Taking place
at the Shakespeare & District Op-
timist Club.

January 6th

January 10th
Community Care Concepts lunch

Taking place at 1,000 Maple Leaf
Street in Wellesley at 12 p.m.
Community Care Concepts invites
you to join us for lunch and fel-
lowship. Cost is $14. Must register
by January 5 by calling 519-664-
1900 to toll free 1-855-664-1900.

January 12th to January 14th

2024 Kyla Kowalik Memorial
Tournament

Taking place at the Wilmot Rec-
reation Complex. Open to all lo-
cal league U9, U111, U13, U15,
U18 teams. Participation items
and lunch for all players. Awards
for the finalists and a guaranteed
good time.

January 15th
Blood Drive

Taking place at Wellesley Com-
munity Centre at 1,000 Maple
Leaf Street, from around 3 p.m.
until about 8 p.m. Booking times
are available on www.blood.ca.

January 20th

Applejacks Alumni Game

NHL Scouts in attendance. Call-
ing all Applejacks alumni play-
ers. Join in the alumni game at
the Wellesley Rec Centre when
they hang their banner. 6 p.m. is
the alumni game, Jacks vs. Nor-
wich at 7 p.m. Limited spots avail-
able. Contact Kevin Fitzpatrick
fitz590@hotmail.com.

SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR TO US!
email us at thewtgazette@gmail.com (200 words or less)
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The best of W1shes to you ; and yours
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( Paul Roth, Chris Roth
RENOVA_'"ON & REPAIR Our Families & Staff*
SNOW, REMOVAL Sl 5

e , *.." l 1

Qishing our patientd, familied and phiend)
a vey happy, holiday Seadon!

Thank yow hoh youh ongoing Suppoht Since

e A el Jennifer Moore H.B.Sc. Kin., D.C.

HIROPRACTIC www. beechwoodchlropractlc com
LINIC :

., Ffrom our Family to yours,

% s

;% have a Merry Christmas and |
=a llappv New Vear' 7

2 Rop,
I’amllv nd‘staff
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| for your support and friendship.

) At this special time of year we’d like to take
% a moment to wish our friends, neighbours

and customers a beautiful Holiday Season
and a Happy New Year. We’re truly grateful

!“ﬁwwm1 r!‘u u._ﬁ_gﬂ? . ) =, .
FROM EVERYONE AT % . :

Trouw Nutrition Canada Inc.
Tavistock

Tavistock ® 519-655-3111

Brett & Monica Schultz,
Darrell Brenneman, Grant Bickle & Zach Rooney

MIKE HARRIS

MPP - Kitchener—Conestoga

O (519) 669-2090 @) mikeharrismpp.ca
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Shakespeare’s Fire station
gets a face lift

By Gary West

In Shakespeare last week,
workers were getting the
fire station ready for winter, 8
with the installation of 12 =
new windows.

The newest company in |
town, that recently opened |

Window and Door on Line |
34, were happy to be cho-
sen by the Perth East Fire A
Department to complete the Window workers from left to rlght Jon Duguay Tyson Barn
job before the snow flies. hardt, Tyler Rochon, and Jordan White.

Final days of 2023 Corn Harvest

By Gary West

With the corn harvesting season
coming to an end, the Alex Hart fam-
ily, from North Easthope township,
in Perth County, were busy with only
one day left before the corn harvest-
ing equipment could be washed and
put away till next year.

Alex Hart of Hart Family Farms last week, is
shown combining 12 rows of corn at a time on the
outskirts of Amulree, on the second to last day of
the family’s 2023 harvest.

Cameron Hart said that wheat, bean
and corn harvest has gone well, with
the weatherman co-operating for the
final days of their harvest this year.

G

2 Jr S
EJ‘I;I_QCOLATE & NUT SHOP

| i~
This ho{wlay seasow, we e looking back with

apprecialion forv yows suppo'd and looking [onvad lo
wioving uto the Wew Year together.

100 Mill Street, New Hamburg

(519) 390-68817
www.grebs.ca
grebschocolates@gmail.com

06

@GrebsChocolates
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Oak Grove Cheese / "#

; Factory limited
N £

Since 1879
Factory Fresh To Your Table

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
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- !IIJ”PEI-,

e LIl 2 7 b

Cheese Trays for Entertaining

Homemade Cheese Balls
PR R L R R L R

Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm * Saturday 9 am to 1 pm
Closed Sundays

www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

Beoﬁ'(j)‘wﬂeagmtamzw%&s&nwamea

Kathryn Ritsma, Andrew Phillips, Matt Orchard, Katie DeBlock Boersma, Ryan Bagnell,
Cate McCorquodale, Michelle Jowett, James Burns, Lori Millian, James Burns & Staff

MONTEITH 18 Hope Street East
RITSMA Law OFFICES (519) 655-2900

PHILLIPS www tavistocklawyers.com

ey, Chisimas

FROM OUR TEAM TO YOURS!

SOILOPTIX.

(519)902-7645

INFO@SOQILOPTIX.COM
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May the joy and
peace that were
present at the birth of
Christ be present in
your home this
season.

JUTZI $-

WATER TECHNOLOGIES

www.jutzi.com * 519-814-9283 “

’ ¥
7/2&2;; Hssstonas!

All over town, people are enjoying the beauty
of the season with their near and dear ones.
We'd like to send our best wishes for wonderful

holidays to our friends everywhere!
Famme & Co.
Professional Cerporation

125 ONTARIO STREET,
STRATFORI), ON N3A SHI

519-271-7581

Holiday hours for Waterloo Region,
Perth and Oxford counties

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Here is a list of municipal service
changes for the Christmas and New
Years’ holidays:

Waterloo Regional Administrative
Offices (Waterloo, Kitchener,
Cambridge, and airport administra-
tive offices) will be closed Monday,
December 25, Tuesday, December 26
and Monday, January 1.

The Oxford County Administration
Building will be closed for the holi-
days from December 25, to January
1, 2024, reopening on January 2,
2024.

The Perth County Administration
Offices will be closed December 25,
December 26 and January 1. The of-
fice will be open 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
on both December 22 and December
29. It will be open from 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. on December 27 and
December 28. The Stratford-Perth
Archives will operate under these
same hours.

Regional home child care is oper-
ating as specified by each provider.
Offices will be closed December 25,
26 and January 1. For urgent issues,
call 519-575-4400 and ask for Home
Child Care.

Oxford County human services at
Community Employment Services
will be closed for the holidays from
December 25 to January 1, 2024, re-
opening on January 2, 2024. For ur-
gent matters, call 519-539-9800 and
follow the prompts.

Welcome Spaces will be closed
December 25, 26 and January 1.

Warming centres at 150 Main
(Cambridge) and 150 Frederick
(Kitchener) will be open seven days
a week from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., includ-
ing Saturday, Sundays, and holidays.

Grand River Transit will operate
winter holiday service December
25 to January 7. GRT Customer
Service Centres are closing ear-
ly on December 24 and are closed
December 25, December 26 and
January 1. Check the GRT website
for full details. All MobilityPLUS
subscription trips are automatical-
ly cancelled on statutory holidays.
Trips can be rebooked by calling
519-744-2241 seven days in advance.

Curbside waste: There will be no
curbside waste collection on Monday;,
December 25 and January 1, 2024.
During these two weeks, your collec-
tion day moves by one day:

e Monday collected on Tuesday

e Tuesday collected on Wednesday
e Wednesday collected on Thursday
e Thursday collected on Friday

¢ Friday collected on Saturday

For two weeks after Christmas Day,
the region collects natural Christmas
trees (which we chip into mulch).
Cambridge and Waterloo transfer
stations will be closed for residen-
tial access on December 25, 26 and
January 1.

The Oxford County  Waste
Management Facility will be closed
for the holidays on December 25,
December 26, and January 1. Any bag
tag purchases made online during
this time will not be processed until
offices reopen.

Region of Waterloo Library branch-
es will be closed on December
25, December 26 and January 1.
Branches will be open for regular
hours on December 24, as well as
December 27-31.

All Oxford County Library branch-
es will be closed December 24 to

December 27 and December 31
to January 1, 2024. Any branches
regularly open on December 28 to
December 30, 2023 may have adjust-
ed hours. For branch hours, please
visit https://www.oxfordcounty.ca/
en/news/2023-holiday-hours.aspx.

All of the county’s online resourc-
es can be accessed 24/7 from home
with your Oxford County Library
card and PIN. If you have questions
about your account please contact
myaccount@ocl.net.

Seniors’ Services administration
will be closed December 25, 26 and
January 1.

Sunnyside Wellness Centre will be
closed December 25, 26 and January
1.

Community Alzheimer Day and
Dinner programs and Young Onset
Dementia Association will be closed
from December 24 to January 1.

Seniors’ Services Overnight
Stay Program will be closed from
December 24 to January 1.

Schneider Haus will be closed
December 24 to 26 and January
1. Ken Seiling Waterloo Region
Museum will be closed December
24 to 26 and January 1. McDougall
Cottage Historic Site is closed for
the season and will re-open on
Family Day.

The Perth County Reading Room
and Exhibit Gallery hours will be 10
a.m. to 12 p.m. on December 22 and
December 29; and 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on December 27 and December 28.

Public Health clinics, including
by-appointment vaccine clinics,
are closed on December 25, 26 and
January 1.

8 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock
519-655-2278

A blanket of snow covers the ground, the feeling of
Christmas is all around. At every moment and in
every way, we hope it's a wonderful holiday.

Doug, Dianne, Chantelle, Blair & Delaney & Staff

D&D HOMESTYLE
CUISINE & CAFE

J. WEICKER YARD & HOME

226-228-5409 - Tavistock

jweickeryardandhome@gmail.com
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Fuouy the Massel family To youy family
Wwwmmw

, [ @
massel's marine
38 Milton Street New Hamburg
(B6B) 627-7357

(519) 662-1650 :
www.masselsmarine.com

Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes

Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing

& LEGEND

Wishing our
community a

safe & healthy
holiday season!

A\

Arcadian
PROJECTS

arcadianprojects.ca
519-804-9697

;
f
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FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS:

® mercury

GO BOLDLY.

Docrce ore (@17{9{%}
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MERRY

Protecting our future.
New grants available for:

Residential Solar

Commercial Solar

Commercial Batter Storage
Commercial EV Charging
Residential Air Source Heat Pumps

{/1.'/ E%I:Jﬁl'lﬂd rrdha l{zﬂtu’.
>

RG Home Services
IN-HOME ASSISTANCE FOR SENIORS
Rhoda Gingerich 519-655-3830

VI’”’H’MII’W
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Thanks for all your
support in 2023.
Merry Christmas and
a Happy Year to all!

S, OPTIMIST
§ CLUB OF
= TAVISTOCK

Optimist President,
Terry Rozendal

17 Woodstock Street South
Tavistock, ON NOB 2R0
T:519-655-2111 | F:519-655-2152
tavistockpharmacy@gmail.com

IN THaIs Hory SEASON

May the light
of His love
shine down
upon you and
your family
during this
season of
enlightenment
and may the
true meaning
of the yuletide
reside with

4 ! al you at
L Lad - Christmas.

U MEAT MARKET
SINCE 1936

Bob and Sherri Jantzi
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The Wilmot Lions/Lioness Club extends a
big, and sincere Thank You, to the entire
Wilmot Community for the incredible
support extended to our club, allowing our
Lions / Lioness team, to continue to serve
the important and essential needs within
our community in 2023.

'

Our best wishes for a very Merry Christmas,
Happy Holidays and a prosperous and enjoyable
New Year to all our friends and neighbours.

SeasonisHiie
Grieetings

As another year comes rushing in, we're grateful to be part
of this fine community. Thank you to all of our friends

and clients who make us feel so welcome here.

We wish you health, happiness, peace and prosperity!

Contact Colleen Zehr sczehr@execulink.com

519-640-9747 o

Colleen’s T.L.C.

Services for Seniors by a Certified Personal Suppart Worker

. Weareso grateful to have clients \
© like you come through our doors.
Happy New Year from

o DYO

Good People, Who Know
“Authorized Purolator Agent

Ship/Pickup/Drap off packages "/I P ”, 0/ c? t 0]’

Authorized Pick Up/Drop 0ff Centre Mx

251A Huron Street, New Hamburg ON
" 519-662-3710 | www.mnofficepro.ca
Closed December 25th, 26th, 27th
.. and January 1st.

>
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COMMUNITY —

Prohibited driver charged after Wilmot
Township collision

the intersection of Huron Road and
Sandhills Road. A Ford Escape trav-
elling west on Huron Road was struck
by a Honda Civic heading north.
The driver of the Honda, a 66-year-
old male, was transported to a local
hospital with non-life-threatening
injuries The driver of the Escape, a

9709

¢- B )

63-year-old Kitchener female, was
not injured. Area roadways were
closed for approximately four hours.
Police determined the female was a
prohibited driver and was charged
with operation of a conveyance while
prohibited.

|
rpest

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

Waterloo Regional Police are in-
vestigating a collision in Wilmot
Township. Two vehicles were in-
volved in the crash that occurred
just before 6 p.m. on Monday near

May your world be filled with love and good cheer
this holiday season.

From Julie Brenneman
(" 519-539-6153

l 519-949-2904

gs Julie@homerowngroup.ca

“Christmas brings friends and family together.
It helps us appreciate the love in our lives we can
oﬁen take for granted. May the true meaning

of the Christmas season ﬁ“ your heart and

home with many Ioless'mgs.

Merry Christmas from

Our Home to Yours!
£/
yanzzrs . i

985434 Perth-Oxford Rd, Tavistock, ON | 519.655.2014

Tavistock

Home Hardware
24 Woodstock St S, Tavistock, ON | 519.655.2943

Home
building centre
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STRATFORD HYUNDAI IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER
THEIR BOXING MONTH SALE.
Enjoy boxing day savings for the entire month at Stratford Hyundai.
Our customers and community come first and we want to make sure that not only you get
the best deal but we are giving back to the community on a new or used vehicles.

STRATFORD

House of Blessing
FOOD BANK

$100 Donation to Free winter tires on select 250 Viéa prepaid gift cards
Stratford House of Blessing instock and incoming new for Christmas
with every vehicle sold vehicles

e $500 off all pre-owned vehicle accessory packages

i
AR
S

.
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—
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e Trade in bonus up to $1,500
* Double referral program

2!]24 HYUNDAI IDHI[I 6 2022 RAM 1500 LARAMIE

2[IE4 HYUNDAI IONIQ 6

2019 GENESIS Eﬂﬂ 2&13 MERCEDES- BEHZ CLA

Preferred AWD Lomg Ranga w-Ulimate Fkg .

|.Pru-IErr-.'d AWD Long Range w-!l: nale Pk

9 kms Available Now at MSRP a9 kms

| Leather, Remote Start, Nav

Availahle Now al MSRP 19,872 kms

Tech A'-‘l.":l. Leather, Sum-:-[. MNaw. HUD

$61,459 | 46,371 kms

4rm E hm-. SLM-& Rain Sensng Wipars,

$34,998 | |46,371 kms $25,599

Lueury, Locally Dymed, AWD, Leather,
Sunrood

193,102 kms

AWD, 3.5L, Heat Seats, Rear Cam, Leather

$25,999| 73496 kms $34,599

Fubbcon, 4x4 C{l Diesel. Hard Top

8 Essential, Bluetooth, Rear Camera

12,153 kms $69,999 | | 77.546 kms

LT1, CarPlay, Heat Seat/Stear, Convy Ply, Wikl

$21,998 | 71,762 kms $45,998

@ I @ 640 Lorne Ave E, Stratford, ON, N5A 655

Sales: 855-929-2892 * Parts: 855-929-2921

Hours of operation

Mon - Thu 9am - 8pm | Fri - Sat 9am - 5pm | Sun Closed
www.stratfordhyundai.com
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By Chip Bender
RP(q)

Apparently, Christians in Beth-
lehem have decided not to deco-
rate their town for Christmas this

year to show their solidarity with
the people engaged in the conflict
raging in Israel-Palestine. On the
one hand, it seems admirable for
a group of people to recognize
that the glowing lights of cele-
bration could be seen as trivial or
as an affront to the people expe-
riencing the darkness and horror
in that area of the world. On the
other hand, it seems to feed into
this perception that one is not
allowed to display any pleasant
emotions when suffering is also
present.

People often think in binary
terms, in which it is either day
or night, good or bad, on or off.
This type of mindset makes it

EXPERT ADVICE: No Christmas in Bethlehem

impossible to hold two seeming-
ly opposing ideas at the same
time, which, in turn, forces us to
believe only one kind of emo-
tion can be present in any situ-
ation. People grieving the loss of
a loved one may feel guilty for
their laughter when they know
they should honour the departed
one with tears and sadness.

Around Christmas, the same ten-
sion can also occur with emo-
tions going in the opposite direc-
tion. The perception of Christ-
mas being merry and bright is
a pervasive one throughout our
society. What happens when our
own sadness and despair during
this season bumps up against

27 Woodstock St. S. Tavistock ON

519-679-5440 / 888-734-8888

Wishing you a safe and joyful holiday season!

From Cole, Colleen, Sandra, Josh, Jen & Marg

www.mcfarlanrowlands.com

—
F_ _I _:.‘f E

-

LT T
N ESELECTIVE

( CABINETS )

380 Woodstock St S Tavistock ’
519-655-2874 +

the idea Christmas needs to be
cheery and festive? Do we re-
press those unpleasant feelings
because they seem inappropriate
for the season?

The fact of the matter is seem-
ingly contradictory emotions
can co-exist. During the seasons
of grief in our lives, we may oc-
casionally experience laughter
and delight. Likewise, during the
holiday seasons, when we are
expected to be joyful, we may
experience a deep sadness. Ex-
periencing emotions that seem
contrary to the season is not a
bad thing; it is human.

Pay attention to whatever emo-

Wishing you and yours a happy holiday season
and all the best for the New Year!

tions are arising and allow them
to be present and to be expe-
rienced as they arise. Longest
Night services offered at this
time of year give participants
permission to grieve the losses
that might be more acutely felt
during this season. And even
when there seems to be darkness
surrounding us, it could still be
appropriate to light a candle rep-
resenting the potential for hope
in even the darkest situations.

(Chip Bender is a counsellor at
the Interfaith Counselling Centre
in New Hamburg. Opinions ex-
pressed are those of the author.)
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WMoy Clovistmas & Fappy New Year From
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

We will not be publishing a paper on December 28th or January 4th. The first paper in the new
year will be published on January 11th. The Gazette team wishes you a safe and happy holiday!

—
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Westwood Physmtherapy Unveils New Facility

East Zorra-Tavistock welcomed a new
addition to its healthcare landscape as
Westwood Physiotherapy unveiled its
doors to the community in a memorable
grand opening event on Saturday, Dec 9th
2023.

The event, held at their modern facility
located at 18 Hope St W, was a celebration
of community wellness and a testament
to the dedication of the clinic's team to
support the health and mobility of East
Zorra-Tavistock residents.

The highlight of the day was the rib-
bon-cutting ceremony, officiated by es-
teemed Mayor Phil Schaefer, who hon-
ored the occasion with their presence and
emphasized the importance of accessible
healthcare services within the communi-
ty. Mayor Schaefer commended Westwood
Physiotherapy's commitment to support-
ing the health and well-being of East
Zorra-Tavistock's residents.

The celebratory atmosphere was further
enhanced by the presence of communi-

foster a sense of community well-being
and support.”

The grand opening event was not only a
celebration but also a platform for giving
back to the community. The first 25 guests
received $50 gift vouchers, adding an ele-
ment of excitement to the day. Additionally,
various special giveaways delighted at-
tendees, creating a joyful and engaging
atmosphere throughout the event.

"We are immensely grateful for the warm
reception and support we received from
the community," Malkeet Marahar con-
tinued. "It's our privilege to serve East
Zorra-Tavistock and contribute positively
to the health and vitality of our residents."

Westwood Physiotherapy's grand opening
was indeed a promising start, signaling
their commitment to becoming an integral
part of the community's healthcare jour-
ney. The clinic aims to continue fostering
wellness, promoting mobility, and making
a meaningful difference in the lives of
East Zorra-Tavistock residents.

ty members, families, and local leaders 5
who came together to mark the clinic's The grand opening event at Westwood Physiotherapy.
inauguration. Attendees had the oppor-
tunity to tour the facility, meet the expe-
rienced professionals behind Westwood "We're thrilled to be a part of the East
Physiotherapy, and learn about the di- Zorra-Tavistock community and to bring
verse range of services offered to support our expertise and personalized care to our

For more information about Westwood
Physiotherapy and their range of services,
physical health and wellness. neighbors," expressed Malkeet Marahar, contact them at 226-33-8116 or email ta-
Clinic Director at Westwood Physiotherapy vistock@westwoodphysiotherapy.ca. Visit
Tavistock. "Our goal is to not only provide their website at www.westwoodphysio-
exceptional physiotherapy services but to therapy.ca.
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Wishing Family, Friends, o
Clients, and Colleagues a " J;
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Hesopry Holings

| would like to acknowledge all the friends, family members and clients who supported myself and my business this past year and

A ‘1 | f throughout the last 18 years. | value the opportunity to serve my clients and look forward to the opportunity to work with you in the future !

1-

'* | cherish the friendships made and business relationships formed along the way. My sincere gratitude to you all. Wlshlng you and ‘your

family much happiness throughout the holiday season and into 2024.
Wishing you a Happy Holiday Season from our Home to Yours

Aevser . foody . Effe /7/ %77; Gl Ve K/ﬂ/

BE / M Direct. 519-275-4900
%_ S

Office: 519-662-4900

willseyalison@gmail.com
oL e~ www.willseyrealestate.com
90C Peel St, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1E3
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With best wishes to all our
customers, Friends and
neighbours at this joyous season.

Rgcore

CONSTRUCTION LIMITED

519-276-1851 * bstere@agcore.ca
Brian, Danielle and Staff

J

Thinking Of You
At Christmas

This holiday season our hearts are warmed as
we recall the good times we’ve spent serving
people like you! Merry Christmas and thanks!

umbing Lt rr-——' —
Mark, Holly angd Famil;f-

and Jill Roth

COMMUNITY —

Dr. Alicia Cundall spoke at Grace
United Church in Tavistock

By Gary West

Area church members who filled the
auditorium at Grace United Church
in Tavistock last week for the high
noon luncheon. Members were treat-
ed by a medical doctor, not for health
issues, but for her beautiful singing
voice - her own harp accompaniment,
and a talk on her humanitarian work
in Tanzania.

Dr. Alicia Cundall, who practices fami-
ly medicine at Tavistock’s Community
Health, was invited to sing and give a
talk on "EM Global."

The young Doctor, focused her pre-
sentation on inspiring service initia-
tives at both global and local levels.

EM Global is a registered, not for
profit organization that aims to build
capacity in emergency medical care
in low resource settings.

Dr. Cundall is its founder and direc-
tor. The group is a collaboration of
physicians in Tanzania, Canada and
the US.

The focus is on skills-based training
courses (e.g. in portable ultrasound),
as well as providing scholarships for
local Tanzania physicians to obtain
residency in emergency medicine.

In Tanzania, a country of 59 million
people, there are currently only 61
trained ER physicians. She says “they
are working to change that stagger-
ing statistic." For more information
including how you can support, she
would like everyone to go to www.

Dr. Alicia Cundall sang her own version of 100,000 angels while playing her harp
and later spoke on the humanitarian work of EM Global, a not for profit organiza-

tion she founded and currently directs.
emglobal.ca.

Alicia also spoke about a local initia-
tive she has been supporting here in
Tavistock. It is called the junior youth
empowerment program.

"The program helps young people
ages 10 to 14 to find their voice and to
use their talents and energies to be of
service to their local community and
to their world," she said.

The group meets twice weekly and
is run by two fantastic youth role

models according to Cundall. They
are Ms. Carmel Farahani, and Ms.
Isabella Mckay.

While this is the first junior youth
group in Tavistock, the local group
here, is one of thousands of similar
groups across Canada and around
the world. To learn more about this
program go to www.junioryouth.ca or
contact Alicia at aliciaruhicundall@
gmail.com.

il e

we wish you a Merry
Christmas!

! -

We're happy to have this opportunity to express our
gratitude and offer our very best wishes to all of you
at this joyous time of year. Thanks!

Jeff, Chris, Wayne,
QSC/IJ/% eff, Chris, Wayne

@M Ot Jeremy, Hayley

Stewart and Brad. (@ AuroPRo

-

o R

We apprec1ate your trust in us
and wish you a joyful
gip and prosperous New Ye_ar ahead e

s IHSURAHCEBRDHE_HSLTD -

— Protectmg what matters to you'

Since 1954 | www.zehrinsurance.com —  —
59 Huron Street, New Hamburg ON 519-662-1710
24 Hope Street Tavistock ON 519 655- 2422

A —— - ma
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Wishing you joy
this holiday season.

e

From the AMKAD family
Ken, Dianne, Dave, Alisa, Amanda, Angie
and All Employees

To Our Community.....
We Wish You a Wonderful Christmas Seasor
& Blessings in the New Year To Come.

Our Hope is for each and everyone of you much Love & Peace in 2024,
Feel free to reach out for support, We care for you.

Helping seniors and adults with unique needs to live independently at home.

MMUNITY
ONCEPTS
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
| 1-855-664-1900
23 Church Street 929 Arthur Street South \ J
[ New Hamburg Elmira ! }j.;_ —

519-662- 9526 519-664-1900 -

r
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Building in Perth East is on an upward climb

By Gary West

There could be areas of southwestern
Ontario that are witnessing a slow down
in the building of agricultural structures
including livestock barns, due to higher
interest rates and a slowdown in the over-
all economy. That could also include resi-
dential homes.

The community of Perth East is NOT
in that position, according to its Mayor,
Rhonda Ehgoetz.

According to Ehgoetz, “they are experi-
encing a great boom in building in both
the agricultural sector and homes in their
area, that includes the townships of North
and South Easthope, Ellice, Mornington
and the town of Milverton.”

She says she feels that “Perth East is a
great place for current businesses to ex-
pand and new businesses to come. The
county welcomes them with open arms
and is happy they call Perth East home.
They are experiencing growth, and it is
great for the economy of the area.”

She feels “farmers, are expanding their
businesses by building larger barns for
their livestock, and acquiring more land
for cash crops. New businesses find Perth
East attractive, because of their central

With agricultural construction in Perth East on the rise, the manure tanks continue to in-

o

crease in size north of Stratford on this progressive dairy farm.

location to major centres and highways”.

Mayor Ehgoetz also says, “they have sev-
eral inquiries every week of a business
looking for a spot in Perth East or a cur-
rent business looking to expand.”

On the residential side of things, she
says, “many new homes are being built,
and homeowners are wanting to move to

smaller locations and Perth East offers
that. She said people are close enough
to commute to work and get to enjoy the
small town atmosphere, and they are look-
ing for a slower pace, and the community
that cares, and she said their county offers
all that and more.”

Wesley Reidt, Perth East’s chief building

official, backs her comments by showing
figures with an increase in approval of
building permits.

So far this year, they have issued 352
building permits, 95 of those permits being
agricultural and 98 being residential. Year
to date construction value is $83,065,708.

He goes on to say last year, from January 1
to November 24 the figure was $65,986,830,
so we are up over $17,000,000 year over
year.

The building official goes on to say that
specific to agricultural permits from
January 1 to November 24 for both 2022
and 2023, they had $32,910,222 in 2022
and $37,931,664 in 2023, so they are up
$5,021,442 for 2023.

Residential building compared similar-
ly and has permits valued at $28,725,408
in 2023 and $23,463,500 in 2022, having
Perth up $5,261,908 in 2023.

The building official concludes that over-
all, it has been a very busy year for con-
struction in Perth East. He says they un-
derstand many municipalities in the re-
gion are experiencing a slower year with
construction, but this was not the case in
Perth East.

S PLUMBING W

(66 .

Berger Plumbing is a full service company for all your plumbing,
bathroom renovations and excavation needs! Fully licensed and
insured plumbers and gas fitters on staff.

919-214-0160

MERRY
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FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS,

w1sh1ng.y0u LI

From Our Home to Yours,

Merry
Chrlstmas'

. \stbmg you agseason f Ued with

'leg‘l&bapgm T /mn/e yousfor being sucb |
W gymjﬁgends f/ '

wThe Maples Home for Seniors

www.caressantcare.com & 456 Erle Street, Stratford ~ www.savilepools.com 519-271-3787

. The greatest gift of all is to
spend Christmas with
/ those you love.

/
Wishing You Happy

o glldays and a Joyous
M v New Year!

Tri-County
Mennonite Homes




) Thursday, December 21, 2023 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

GHRISTMAS FOR THE KIDS e
ISPY CHRISTMAS YRCRY'
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FAMILY SANTA
PRESENT SNOWMAN
REINDEER STOCKING

California Navel Oranges

D A “ crom L;FT TORIGHT Florida Red Grapefruit

CELIA JONES, GWENDOLEN BOVLE, C et

AND HAPPY NEW YEAR COLLEEN PEAT Gift Baskets

Gala, Spartan, Idared, Empire, Cortland,
Honeycrisp, Northern Spy, Red and Golden

F R O M T H E G C B OY L E Delicious, Mutsu, Russet and Ambrosia.

Apple products, Fresh local produce,

_ Honey, Jams and pickles.
L AW T E A M ! | s o geai Proguege: "

Kintore Coffee and Deep Purple Lavender.

September to January: Mon.day to Saturday 9-5
NEW HAMBURG (5-'9) 589-1687 January to March: Wednesday to Saturday 9-5

ST. MARYS (519) 284-2112 | WWW.GCBOYLELAWFIRM.CA Call 519-462-2259 or 519-462-2947

596633 County Rd 59, 3 miles south of Tavistock
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Chrig{mas Sengs

Guess the popular
Christmas carols using
the emoji pictures
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Franklin & Donna Hinz

Do what makes you
happy.

Look upon what gives
you joy. Listen to what
lifts your spirit. Speak to
those who warm your
heart.
Surround yourself with
sights and sounds and
people who make you
smile during this 2023
Festive Season.

@ﬂanklin £, Hinz
196 Ontario Street
STRATFORD

273-1633

COMMUNITY —

Tavistock mom publishes children's activity book

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

A young Tavistock mother has
turned her stay-at-home with the
kids time into a business venture.
Kelli Groulx, a mother of two, has
published a 72-page children’s ac-
tivity book called ‘Fun at the Zoo’
for children aged two to 10.

Groulx said being creative has al-
ways been a big part of her life,
including art and writing. She ex-
plained the idea for the book is
a result of several factors. “This
came from being a stay-at-home
mom and searching for ways that
I could be creative and bring in
some extra money. My Kkids also
inspired me, mainly my two-year-
old Ben, because he’s just learning
so much now, and I try and do little
activities with him.” The book of-
fers activities like reading, writing,
colouring, and drawing and she
added it's something young sib-
lings can enjoy working on togeth-
er. Kelli and her husband Chris are
also parents to seven-month-old
Leo.

Kelli said the idea just kind of
popped into her head one day. “I
just kept creating page by page,
coming up with more ideas. Ben
recently started attending pre-
school, something Groulx said has
given her more inspiration for fur-
ther projects. “Dinosaurs are his
favourite thing. I dont have any
in the book, but I thought about
doing a second edition with an

all-dinosaur theme.” She added
she is also looking at offering more
books for different age groups
with other themes and she’s also
started working on a baby mile-
stone book.

Kelli utilized a free tool called
Amazon KDP to publish the activ-
ity book, something she said made
her work easy. “It’s a free tool for
small publishers to upload their
books and they will publish it for
you. They did the editing and all
I paid for was the printing costs,
and they take care of the shipping.
I just had to upload my design and
my ideas, then they showed me
exactly what my book would look
like.” She took to social media to
promote her book, something that
is creating a bit of a buzz local-
ly. “I had someone recognize me.
They asked if I just wrote a chil-
dren’s book, so it's really weird.”
She has sold 31 books to date,
a number she’s pleased with. “I
wasn't expecting to sell any if I'm
being honest. I thought maybe my
friends and family would support
me, but 31 books is pretty good.”

Groulx is a human resources pro-
fessional by trade but isn’t looking
to go back into the field when she
re-enters the workforce. “I loved it,
but I don't think it's what I want
to do for the rest of my life. I will
go back to work eventually but I'm
still not exactly sure what I want to
do yet. This type of creative stuff is
much more intriguing to me.”

/4

-

Tavistock resident and mother Kelli Groulx shows off her recently published
children’s activity book. It is available on Amazon for $10.99.

FROM ALL OF THE
CHILDREN AND STAFF AT

Tavistock Little Pre-School

A Positive: Beginning To Learning

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

(i
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MERRY GHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR]

Jantz)r Plumbing Inc.

this Crristmas seadon, as we
From the Jantzi Plumbing Family to you, we extend our warmest
thoughts and best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

8

| Tavistock & Distrigh
Skating Club

’g .

Wishing you & yours
a wonderful Holiday Season!

Sandra Eby o,

Sales Representative RE/MA X

519-273-2821 office
519-272-7676 ceu

v

mseby@rogers.com w:

Serving Tavistock, Stratford
& area since 1994

RE/MAX

a-b REALTY LTD. -
BROKERAGE o =%

88 Wellington Street
Stratford, On. N5A 2L.2

a1V

Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Stay safe and healthy.

I would like to take this opportunitly to say thank you very much

to all my clients present and past, for your patronage and trust in

me over the last 29 years. It has been a pleasure and an honor.

I look forward to serving you and any future new clients for all
your real estate needs for years to come.
If you are considering, either buyer or selling a house in the new
year and would like more information on the buying or selling
process, please call me to discuss.

On behalf of the Tavistock & District Skating Club and
Team Unity, we thank everyone for their suppori:

From our family to yours,
have a very

Merry Christmas and a

prosperous New Year!

Neliday
Saturday December 24th Open 8am - 5pm, Sunday December 25th - Closed
Monday December 26th - Closed, Saturday December 31st - Open 8am - 5pm

Sunday January 1st - Closed

Hot Deli will be closed at 2pm on December 24th & 31st for cleaning

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK: New Year, New Me

By Véronica Reiner

A new year can bring about many
changes.

That is the case for me, as I'll be
departing from my current role
as editor of the Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette to pursue another op-
portunity.

I'm so grateful for all the con-

nections I've made over the past
two-and-a-half years. I've re-
flected on all the changes the
newspaper has undergone since
Istarted in June 2021. First, long-
time readers may remember the
merger between the Wilmot Post
(2020) and the Tavistock Gazette
(1895) that occurred in October
2021.

This created what we know today
as the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette,
and combined a relatively new-
er paper with a century-old one.
Further, the paper moved from
a paid model to free, in order to
make it more accessible to every-
one.

I have loved writing stories that
reflect the overwhelming gen-
erosity of the community - in
particular, I wrote about two lo-
cal experiences of kidney trans-

plants (New Hamburg’s Jim Scott
and Tavistock’s Drew Wagler)
that ended up saving their lives.

From covering the 2022 pro-
vincial election to writing the
Wellesley Apple Butter and
Cheese (ABC) Festival guide
(a festival I grew up attending)
- there have been many mean-
ingful and memorable moments
over my tenure.

I was particularly proud when
the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
won several Ontario Community
Newspaper Association Awards,
both in 2021 and 2022. Some-
times, when writing, it's not black-
and-white, in order words... it’s
hard to know if you're doing the
best job, but these awards always
solidified in my mind that I was a
competent writer.

In 2022, we won first place Best

COVID-19 Coverage out of 28
entries, second place Best Guest/
Freelance Columnist out of 13
entries, and third place Best
Website/Community Portal out
of 15 entries (circulation under
9,999).

I've really appreciated connect-
ing with my coworkers over a ca-
sual Schmidtsville lunch, includ-
ing Sharon Leis, Gary West and
Stewart Grant. These folks all
care deeply for their community
and have made my experience an
amazing one.

Stewart, the publisher, has kept
busy identifying areas that need
a local newspaper, and creating
one that effectively serves the
community. Since I started, he
has opened the Stratford Times,
the Woodstock-Ingersoll Echo
and the Goderich Sun. This pro-

vides a source for local people to
get news relevant to them - while
corporate companies shutter
their print newspapers and cease
local coverage.

Taking my place as editor will be
Galen Simmons, who has over a
decade of experience in journal-
ism and graduated from one of
Canada’s most prestigious jour-
nalism programs - Carleton Uni-
versity in Ottawa. I'm confident
he will do a great job.

As for me... once I get settled into
these new changes, I am happy
to continue writing stories for
any of the papers, with a special
attachment to the Wilmot-Tavis-
tock Gazette.

I hope everyone has a Mer-
ry Christmas and a Happy New
Year. Until next time!

Beautifully updated

family and friends.
MLS #40486460

1170 Waterloo St.
(Luxemburg)

bungalow on a 1/2 acre lot.
Short drive to K-W, Stratford,
and Woodstock. Large
detached heated shop. A
great home to entertain your

REALTY LTD
BROKERAG

\gLPEAK Y

www.peakrealestate.com
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

90 - C Peel Street, New Hamburg, Ontario, N3A 1E3

Office: 519-662-4900 Cell: 519-635-3171
shirley.koehle@gmail.com

Shirley Koehle

Sales Representative

o

May your holiday be blessed with the
love and warmth qf famify and friemfs.

Mark ® Pat and stqﬁ.
Oak Grove Cheese

Cpoishes & .

Factory limited
Since 1879

www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 20 Bleams Road West. New Hamburg | 510-662-1212

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL SHARONBLEIS@GMAIL.COM | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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CLASSIFIED ADS —

For Sale Prayer to the blessed virgin

Solid Oak Door - Brass Fittings (never known to fail)

Etched Glass Window Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.Carmal fruitful vine, Splendor

Mail Slot and Key of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the son of God. Immaculate

call 519-393-5576 after 6pm Virgin, assist me in my necessity, O star of the sea, help me
and show me here in this necessity. There are none that

Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart of can withstand your power. Oh, show me herein you are my

Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and preserved mother, Oh Mary, Conceived without sin pray for us who

throughout the world now and forever. Oh Sacred Heart have recourse to thee. ( three times).

of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude worker of miracles, pray Holy Spirit you who solve all problems, light all roads so

for us; St. Jude helper of the hopeless, pray for us. that I can attain my goal you who gave me the Devine gift

Say this prayer nine times a day, by the eighth day this to forgive and forget all evil against me, | want in this short

prayer will be answered. It has never been known to prayed to thank you for all things as you confirm once again

fail. Publication must be promised. S.F. that | never want to be separated from you the eternal glo-
ry. Thank you for your mercy towards me and mine. (The

g\éaa?: ﬁg d $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues person must say this prayer three consecutive days. after CLIVE A . LAWRY

R Y | Three days the request will be granted this prayer must be CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANT.

ock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively . .
buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo pub!lshed after the favour is granted) C.V Jn31
ying ' s o Kevin Straus
Equipment. For more information: DIAMOND DOGS
MUSIC 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 226-972-5750

Wanted . NOTICE

| will pay cash for antiques and collectibles.
Coca Cola Pepsi any pop company Steinmann Mennonite Church Cemetery
Brewery items Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc.

Old radios and gramophones, Wristwatches and pocket
watches, Old fruit jars, Beaver Star Bee Hive etc. Any Steinmann Mennonite Church has

old oil cans and signs Red Indian Supertest etc Any . ) .
small furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out stuff submitted by-laws to the Registrar of the

please contact me - 519-570-6920. Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services /

Wanted Act, 2002. Any interested parties may

Two strong people to lift a hutch onto a buffet in my contact Steinmann Mennonite Church at

basement. 15 mins maximum. Tavistock.

Call Jim 519 378 8556. Tel 519-634-8311 for information, or to 1 1

S o s, _Filled With

Wanted make copies. Bylaws or amendments may O %y B 1, W h

Used greeting cards from the 50's, 60's, 70's, 80's. be reviewed or copied at 1316 Snyder’s g M = es ISnes

Baby, Birthday, Get Well, Christmas etc. cards. ) wle o € - Andstuffed with our gratitude, too!

519-616-3379 Rd West Baden Ontario. - ﬁ ,;’b

i Thank you for your generous
i These By-laws are subject to the approval THE BEST
. | ome PORK SHOPPE
1) Gold, frankincense, 5) Mariah Carey of the Registrar, Funeral, Burial and Natalie and Ben Schelhaas and staff
and myrrh 6) United Kingdom Cremation Services Act 2002. 2146 Hwy. 7&8, Shakespeare, ON NOB 2P0
2) One-horse open 7) Mistletoe 519-625-8194 - www.porkshoppe.com
sleigh
8) bThe North Pol : HOLIDAY HOURS
3) A magic hat 9; 3 si ¢ ot o Telephone Bereavement AUthorIty Of CHRISTMAS EVE: 10 AM - 2 PM (CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY AND BOXING DAY)
S1zes . s B
4) Will Ferrell 10) 11 i - Ontario 647-483-2645 or 1-844-493-6356 S e TUES SO0 oo
0) plpers plplng CLOSED MONDAYS JAN THRU MARCH

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

/I! CSIN _
TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM N EaL T urray Eet A MW}
Assistance for people & families in 111 Amold St. e 2.1802 C u S Heariem g
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson mgx ;gé“b“rg' On. £ 510.662-1895 TO MOTIVE
www.likenew.ca E?I:nl::)%@:iil-ﬁitwn F u I I S e rVI Ce

519-655-3500 24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)

tapisforyou@Outlook.com - SERVICE & REPAI R Malnte.nance &
NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS To book this space call 27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock Re pair on All
Sharon Leis at — 2900 Makes & Models
TAPISFORYOU.COM 519-580-5418 or email AUTOPRO 272 Snyder’s Road, Baden
sharonbleis@gmail.com matt@badenauto.ca
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SERVICE DIRECTORY —

CABINETRY CONSTRUCTION ELECTRICAL LEGAL STORAGE

SELECTIVE

CABIMETS )

Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster ¢ 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com
e-mail: selective @ sympatico.ca

39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

CHIROPRACTIC

LAFAY FAMILY

CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome
296 Ontario St. Stratford
519-273-4404

CONTRACTORS
ENTWISTLE

I, O MR
DRIVEWAYS | PATIOS | WA
STEPS | RETAINING WALLS

+ EXPOSED AGGREGATE

« STAMPED
+ SPIN FLOWT entwi
+ BROOM FINISH L

CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction ¢ Additions
Renovations ¢ Decks and Fences
519-662-4239 * Cell 519-503-1588
Residential « Commercial * Agricultural « jonwitzel.com

e

oLl

ADDITIONS * RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS
DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON 519-655-2825

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

FIVESTAR

CUSTOM CONCRETE LTO.

Foundations ¢ Floors ¢ Driveways  Sidewalks |
Jon Willsey 519-778-2616 Tavistock, ON

jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com
www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

CONSTRUCTION
ﬂgﬂﬂre Brian Stere

519-276-1851
CONSTRUCTION LIMITED
Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos
General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca » bstere@agcore.ca

AGRICUTURALICOVIVIERCTAL Eﬁgn.i
: - RN

e =
¥,

b PROJECT MANAGEMENT
N DESIGN BUILD

DARVEEENDETS
i

RESIDENTIAL
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL
New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

|CARPENTRY |

BOOKYOUR
SERVICE
DIRECTORY

AD TODAY!
Call
Sharon Leis
at
519-580-5418
or email

sharonbleis@gmail.com

COMPUTERS

+SALES
i) - SERVICE

FOCUS: 2=

computers inc. +BEFARS

- Onsite and In-Store Service
- Competitive Pricing on
New & Used Computers
- After Sale Service That Can't Be Beat
- Virus Removal, Upgrades & More!

Hours:

Mon - Thurs: Noon - 6:00
Fri. : Noon - 7:00

Sat.: 9:30 - 3:00

73 Peel Street
New Hamburg

519-662-6720
www.focuscomputers.ca

DENTIST

Tavistock/Dental

DR. KWOHN KIM

Offering LV. Sedation,
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth
Replacement and Root Canal

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N.,
Tavistock, ON NOB 2RO
Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca
tavistockdental.ca

Specidlizing in Agricultural, Solar,
Automation Control and EV Charging
G Crescent Ridge

163 Hope St. W. Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
P.O. Box 495 Local: 519-655-6802
Tavistock, ON NOB 2RO Email:info@crescentridge.ca

2/

EL E:—IG‘TIRIC 2o,

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service | ECRA/
ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. » 519-655-2461

JEL=JOE

HAULAGE

EXCAVATING SERVICES o Like us on
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator Facebook

Randy Fletcher 519-272-3641

HEATING/COOLING

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator

dwoelfle@rogers.com
Installation, Sales & Service,
Residential, Commercial

TOTAL HEA m
COOLIN

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **|

* Furnaces ¢ Air Conditioners
« Fireplaces
+ Gas Piping * Sheet Metal Fabrication
Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

Monteith Ritsma Phillips

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
519-655-2900

www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

MASSAGE

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
3 o 1 KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
w 1 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock

* Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
* Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
* Massage Therapy ¢ Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

)

Mortgage advice
for your new home.,

PLUMBING

McKay Plumbing

Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

RBCH

Eric Miller
Mabile Mortgoge Specialist
226-97-5248

evicamiBergpriccom

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
NOB 2RO

519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

REAL ESTATE

EXPERIENGED - PROFESSIONAL: HONESIT

 PEAK

RE/MAX

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994

88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2

SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative

Independently
| Owned & Operated

Serving 0XFORD-PERTH-WATERLO0

Alison Willsey g™
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Res: 519-655-2548
Office: 519-273-2821

STORE YOUR STUFF!

MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11
INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE

114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock
Tel: 519-655-2355 ¢ Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX

Portable Storage Containers
Sizes 8'x12’ to 8'x24’
Store at your place or ours.
Phone 519-625-8510

TECHNICAL

Country Geek

Computer Sales & Services
for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service
CONTACT DOUGTURVEY ¥
Cell: 519-537-9037 '~

countrygeek33@ gmail.com i

TRAVEL

Main office: 150 Queen St E,
St. Marys ¢ 519-284-2332
210 Mill St, New Hamburg ¢ 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

PROMOTE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE

Call Sharon Leis

at 519-580-5418
or email

sharonbleis@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO YOU, YOUR FAMILY & FRIENDS
* COLDWELL BAMKER
FETER BEMMINGER
REALTY, BEOKERAGE

Liz Yundt
Realtor® | B.B.A, B.Ed
Office | 519.353.3535
Direct | 519.272.9017

lizyundt.realtor@gmail.com

508 Riverbend Drive,
Kitchener, ON N2K 3S2
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Sorree PBoildess

88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

~ NEW and RESALE HOMES
*5¢= CUSTOM HOMES AND RENOVATIONS

\ Stop in and see us 206 Hope St. East, Tavistock V¥
Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

R E /M Ax a-b realty BROKERAGE Brian: 519-272-3465  brian @brianwilnelm.com
Kyle: 519-574-7244 « kyle @brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

-
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&
Happy New Year

3514 Bleams Rd. New Hamburg
Order online today!

TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519-662-9500
PET Foon DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE. = =&




