
Thursday, March 30, 2023 1St. Marys Independent

On Wednesday, March 22, 2023 shortly after 11:00 
a.m. the Stratford Police Service was contacted by 
staff at the Foodland, located at 84 Wellington Street, 
in the Town of St Marys, regarding a possible scam.

It was learned that an 89-year-old resident of St. 
Marys attended the store to purchase gift cards for 
an unknown person on the phone. The cashier, Wan-
da Mossey, recognized the situation as a scam after 
asking the customer several questions, and attempt-
ed to talk the customer out of making the purchase.

The Stratford Police Service attended to assist with 
the situation when the customer insisted on buying 
the gift cards. Together, the officer and the staff at 
the store were able to convince the customer that 
the phone call she received was a scam and helped 
put measures into place to prevent further problems.

The Stratford Police Service would like to extend 
thanks to the staff at Foodland in St Marys for rec-
ognizing this situation and preventing a fraud from 
occurring. Cashiers, as well as other retail employ-
ees, can play a powerful and important role in fraud 
prevention by engaging customers in conversation 
about their purchase and asking some very simple 
questions. Further to the staff at Foodland, we would 
like to thank all retail employees for playing a role 
in fraud prevention every day.

If you have been the victim of a fraud please con-
tact us at 519-271-4141 or contact the Canadian An-
ti-Fraud Centre to report the incident.
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Pictured from left to right is Glenn Bailey (manager), Wanda Mossey (cashier), 
Corey McKay (owner).  (Contributed photo)
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Whitemoose 
Wilderness 
Outpost 
is now booking for the 
2023 season.
Email info@whitemooseoutpost.com

Call us for inquiries at 

519.225.2329
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Residents offered rare look inside 
historic Church Street building
Town hosting open house at former Mercury Theatre
For the first time in nearly two de-
cades, the doors of the former Mercu-
ry Theatre building are being opened 
to the public.

On Saturday, April 1, from 9:00 to 
11:00 a.m., the Town of St. Marys is 
hosting an open house at the historic 
site, now known simply as 14 Church 
St. N. The event is part of the public 
engagement process for the Town’s 
Downtown Service Location Review.

The review is being done to determine 

the best use of 14 Church St. N and the 
Town’s other downtown service loca-
tions: Town Hall, the St. Marys Public 
Library, and the St. Marys Train Sta-
tion. The goal is to make it easier for 
residents to access municipal services 
in the downtown area.

“We purchased 14 Church St. N with a 
vision of creating a campus of munic-
ipal services in the core,” says Brent 
Kittmer, CAO. “Now we’re turning to 
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the public to ask what those services 
should be, where they should be locat-
ed, and how they should be delivered.”

All residents are invited to attend 
the open house at 14 Church St. N to 
learn more about the Downtown Ser-
vice Location Review. Attendees will 
have an opportunity to explore parts 
of the building, speak to staff, and 
share feedback on the project. Those 
who plan to attend should wear warm 
clothing and closed-toe shoes.

Residents will also have a chance to 

provide input through a public survey, 
which will open on April 1, 2023. The 
survey will be available through the 
Town’s website; printed copies will 
also be provided at Town facilities.

For more information about the 
Downtown Service Location Review, 
including a list of services currently 
offered in the downtown core, visit 
www.townofstmarys.com/servicere-
view. Questions about the project can 
be directed to Brent Kittmer, CAO at 
519-284-2340, ext. 216 or bkittmer@
town.stmarys.on.ca.

Rotary All Wheels Park 
donation of the week

Community support is building. Thank you Cathie Szmon!

By Frank Doyle

The Province has released the latest 
‘Sunshine List” which includes all pub-
lic employees who make more than 
$100K per year. In Ontario there are 
close to 267, 000 on the list.

St. Marys has 6 on the list who are CAO 
Brent Kittmer at $151,215, Andre Morin 
Town Treasurer $130,984, Fire Chief 
Richard Anderson at $124,529, Jed Kel-
ly Director of Public Works, $113,788, 
Stephanie Ische, Director of Communi-
ty Services $104,388 and Grant Brouw-
er Director of Building at $103,155. 

In Perth South CAO Rebecca Clothier 
is at $139,777, Kenneth Bettles, Direc-
tor of Public Works $112,315 and Clerk 
Lizet Scott is listed at $101,425. 

Other local notables include Stratford 
CAO Joan Thomson $200,797, Perth 
County CAO Lori Wolfe $178, 659, 
North Perth CAO Kriss Snell $167,981. 
Stratford Police Chief Greg Skinner is 
at $241,673, Andrew Williams Presi-
dent and CEO HPHA is at $309,602 and 
Dr. Miriam Klassen head of the Health 
Unit is at $330,982. And for the record 
Premier Doug Ford is at $208,974.

Latest “Sunshine List” 
released
6 from St. Marys, 3 from Perth South
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TELECOM DONE RIGHT SINCE 1924

INTERNET
STARTING AT
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CALL US: 1-800-265-4983 WWW.QUADRO.NET

“ “Quadro has been nothing

short of a pleasure to deal with.

What an Internet company

should be!
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$
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Quote of the Week

"Our labour unions cross borders. So do our sports leagues. 
Baseball, basketball, hockey, listen to this, hockey. I have to say, 
I like your teams except the Leafs. I'll tell you why. They beat 
the Flyers back in January, that's why.” 

US President Joe Biden in his visit to Ottawa last week.

COMMUNITY —
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stripping your gears.
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St. Marys IndependentOverheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

How about 

them Lincolns! Ewe know it is 

coming in like a 

lamb

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have two Bravos this week.

1) Bravo to Heather and the lovely 
staff at O'Grady's clothing store! They 
went out of their way to help me make 
some beautiful wardrobe choices for 
my 95 year old friend who couldn't 
come to the store herself to shop. I was 
even able to take some items to her 
house for her to try on. And Heather 
carefully layered them on hangers to 
show options with shawls. My friend 
was delighted and so enjoyed discuss-
ing and trying them on! Thank you for 
creating a lovely experience for both 
my friend and me, and for taking such 
good care of your customers!

2) Bravo to the residents on Ann Street 
who assisted my mom when she fell 
on Sunday afternoon.

We have one Boo this week. 

1) Boo  goes to those people who let 
their cat(s) run loose outside, only to 
mess on neighbors' lawns or gardens, 
scare or kill birds that others are try-
ing to enjoy, plus they bring home dis-
eases & sometimes get run over. This 
is not a good situation with so many 
birds around now that it is Springtime.

 

Spend a day with friends, and ex-
perience the pleasures of food, 
fashion and culture in historic St. 
Marys, ON - May 6, 2023

Explore the unique shops and 
historic buildings of downtown St. 
Marys. Receive a one-of-a-kind 
gift bag and coupon book featur-
ing special offers, gifts and dis-
counts from more than thirty-five 
St. Marys’ businesses.

Participants will be greeted at 
St. Marys United Church at 9:30 
a.m. for refreshments and will 
receive their gift bag and cou-
pon book. After a morning of ex-
ploring our downtown shops, we 
welcome them back to the United 
Church for a catered lunch (Che-
rie Thomson - Beyond the Kitch-
en Door) and fashion show (fea-
turing O’Grady’s Clothing and 
Accessories, Sun Rayz Boutique, 
Lauren Whitney Lifestyles, and 
The Boutique at St. Marys Me-
morial Hospital). During morning 
registration, guests are invited to 
sign up for either a 30 minute af-
ternoon presentation, “Come Into 
My Kitchen” at St. Marys Museum, 
or an historical walking tour … or 
to continue their downtown shop-
ping.

The cost for this one day, all day 

event is only $60. Payment is re-
quired by April 28, 2023.

Numbers are limited, so register 
early!

To register:

• send an e-transfer to celebrat-
estmarys19@gmail.com using se-
curity answer - Celebrate;

• mail cheque, payable to Cele-
brate St. Marys, to Celebrate St. 
Marys, Box 2721, St. Marys, ON 
N4X 1A4; or

• purchase ticket at The Flower 
Shop and More, 147 Queen St., St. 
Marys, ON

Meet Me in St. Marys is hosted by 
Celebrate St. Marys, a group of 8 
enthusiastic women who love to 
plan events and share their beau-
tiful town.

Like and “follow” Celebrate St. 
Marys on Facebook, to get a pre-
view of all the special discounts 
and free gifts being offered for the 
Meet Me in St. Marys event.

“Meet Me In St. Marys” 
Returns!
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COMMUNITY —

Pet Licenses

Have you paid your 2023 animal licensing fee yet?

By licensing your pet, you are helping to ensure that 
they are returned to you promptly if they ever get loose 
and are picked up by Animal Control.

Beyond just peace of mind, the registration fees also 
help maintain the dog park in St. Marys.

The deadline for the $25 animal license fee is March 31. 
After that, the fee will increase to $35. 

Details: townofstmarys.com/petlicences

Ice Rentals

Spend your next party, event or celebration at the 
coolest place in town - our ice rink! 

There are plenty of ice rental times available in March 
and April at the Pyramid Recreation Centre. 

Visit our website for availability, then call our Guest 
Services team to book your slot. 

Details: townofstmarys.com/skating or 519-284-2160

Swim Instructor Course

Want to become a swim instructor?

Our Swim Instructor Course will equip you with all the 
skills you need to lead swimming lessons!

You’ll learn teaching methods, planning skills and a 
variety of stroke development drills and techniques. 

Spaces are still available for this three-day course, 
which starts April 14.

Register: townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2130

Summer Camp Registration

Registration for summer camp is now open! 

Designed for Grades 3 to 7, Camp PRC will keep your 
child happy and engaged with a variety of activities for 
every interest. It’s time to create new adventures and 
lasting memories!

Campers will enjoy new themes each week, like travel, 
science, Disney, superheroes, space and more! 

Sign up for specific days or a full week with our new 
FlexReg process. Search “Camp PRC” on ActiveNet to 
learn more. 

Details: townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

Contact us:  519-284-2340  |  townofstmarys.com   

The latest municipal news from the Town of St. Marys

Stonetown 
CrierCrier

FARM FOR SALE BY PUBLIC AUCTION
Address:  2944 Road 115, St. Pauls, Perth 
South
Legal: PT LOT 6 CONCESSION WEST OXFORD 
ROAD DOWNIE GORE AS IN R97893; PERTH SOUTH
Description: 49.9-acre farm with approximately 
33 workable acres; Older 1 ½ storey brick 
farmhouse, orchard and approximately 10-acre 
woodlot.
Sale Date: April 22nd, 2023, at 11:00am. Onsite 
at 2944 Road 115, Perth South.
Terms of Sale: Property to be sold to the highest 
bidder, subject to seller approval; $50,000 deposit 
required; Property being sold “AS IS”; Closing Date: 
May 26, 2023. Selling on behalf of the estate of 
Maizie Jacobs. Full terms of sale and viewing by 
appointment only.
For full terms of sale and viewing by 
appointment only Contact:
3715 Perth Road 113, R. R. #2, Stratford On
Phone:  519-271-2646 
Email: brent@shackletons.ca  

Spring Scrapathon well 
attended

On Saturday, March 25th the Friendship Centre held their Spring Scrapathon with 
108 ladies attending.  It was a wonderful day of fun, food and friends scrapbooking 
together.  All the funds raised from the silent auction went to support the St. Marys 
Senior Services.  Thanks to everyone who helped out and made this day a suc-
cess.  Mark your calendar for the annual Scrapbooking Garage Sale to be held on 
April 28 and the next Scrapathon on September 30. Pictured are the volunteers L 
to R, front row - Annie McLellan & Kendra McLellan; middle row - Jane Cousineau 
& Faysie Telfer; back row - Colleen Brandt, Lynda King, Yoli Jakus, Sue Kittmer, 
Ruth Robinson & Joan Doupe.  (Nancy Bickell photo)
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COMMUNITY —

Due to a steady decline in patient volume, the Hu-
ron Perth Healthcare Alliance’s (HPHA) COVID, 
Cold and Flu Care Clinic (CCFCC) will be closing. 

The last day of operation for COVID-19 testing will 
be Thursday, March 30 and the last day for physi-
cian assessment will be Friday, March 31, 2023. 

Testing began in the Emergency Departments of 
each of HPHA’s hospital sites in March 2020. By 
June of 2020 a drive-thru COVID-19 Assessment 
Centre opened at the Stratford General Hospital.

In November of the same year the Assessment 
Centre moved to the Stratford Rotary Complex. 
Physician, or clinical, assessments were intro-
duced in October of 2021. In September of 2022, 
the Assessment Centre relocated to its current lo-
cation at the Stratford Medical Centre – Stratford 
Family Health Team office. 

In December 2022 the Assessment Centre became 
know as the CCFCC and featured an expanded 
clinical assessment eligibility to individuals ex-
periencing a wide range of respiratory symptoms 
along with COVID19 testing and antiviral treat-
ment. 

To date over 54,000 PCR tests and over 2,000 clin-
ical assessments have been completed. "The con-
tribution this team has made to the quality of our 

local health system during the pandemic has been 
outstanding,” says Andrew Williams, President and 
CEO. “As we close our CCFCC a huge thank you 
is extended to our community partners including 
the Stratford Rotary Complex, the wonderful staff 
at the Stratford Family Health Team, Emad Sala-
ma of PrinceRx Pharmacy for generously paying 
the parking fees for all the CCFCC patients and, 
of course, all the staff and physicians that worked 
tirelessly to provide this service.” 

For patients seeking COVID-19 assessment, test-
ing or antiviral treatment after March 31, 2023:  
Contact your family doctor; or  visit Ontario’s 
COVID-19 web page (www.ontario.ca/covid19) to 
find a local pharmacy who offers COVID-19 test-
ing and treatment.

Residents of Huron and Perth are encouraged to 
continue taking actions to prevent the spread of 
respiratory illnesses including masking in pub-
lic spaces, keeping up-to-date with vaccinations, 
washing their hands and staying home when sick 
(unless seeking medical care). 

If you develop severe symptoms requiring medical 
attention, such as shortness of breath, chest pain, 
loss of consciousness, or confusion, call 911 or go 
to the nearest emergency department.

Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance 
COVID, Cold & Flu Care Clinic Closing 566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

1)What are the only 
two planets in our solar 
system that do not have 
moons? 

2)Which US state was 
Joe Biden born in?

3)Who is next in line to 
the British throne after 
King Charles III?

4)Which Stephen King novel takes place 
mostly in the fictional Overlook Hotel?

5)What do Lord of the Rings author J.R.R. 
Tolkien's initials stand for?

6)What is the best-selling novel of all time?

7)Elon Musk is the CEO of which global 
automotive brand?

8)Which process converts sugar to acids, 
alcohol or gases?

9)In 1952 Albert Einstein was offered the 
Presidency of which country?

10)What is Tiger Woods' real first name?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 27

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288
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S E R V I C E   L T D

It was hard to get 80 candles all lit at the same 
time without burning the building down at 
the “Sugar Shack” but Alex Strathdee, who 

had a birthday on Sunday, celebrated it at the 
“Standeaven Maple Sugar Bush”, north of St. Marys, 

while boiling maple sap. The semi-retired farmer 
from the suburbs of Avonton has enjoyed making 

maple syrup for more years than he can count 
and he was always hoping to do it to the age of 

80 which now he has done. Happy birthday, Alex 
Strathdee, and dozens of neighbours and friends 

in attendance hope there will be many more.

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player



Thursday, March 30, 2023 7St. Marys Independent

COMMUNITY —

Similar to other areas in southern 
Ontario, Huron Perth Public Health 
is seeing cases of pertussis in chil-
dren. In 2022, there were three cases; 
in 2023 to date, there have been 21 
confirmed cases. Pertussis, also called 
whooping cough, is a highly conta-
gious bacterial illness. 

“The illness can be serious for in-
fants younger than 12 months of age 
who are not vaccinated, or who have 
not received all doses of the pertus-
sis vaccine,” says Dr. Miriam Klassen, 
Medical Officer of Health for Huron 
Perth. “Young children have the high-
est risk for severe complications, such 
as hospitalization and death, if they 
get sick.” 

Pertussis symptoms usually devel-
op within five to 10 days after expo-
sure to someone who has pertussis. 
The illness begins with mild cold-like 
symptoms and may progress to severe 
coughing that can last for two weeks 
or longer. Some children will make 

a whoop sound, gag, or vomit while 
coughing. Pertussis spreads easily 
through respiratory droplets when 
someone who is sick coughs, sneez-
es, or talks, or through direct contact 
with objects used by that person.  

Vaccination is the best way to pre-
vent pertussis. The pertussis vaccine 
is part of Ontario’s publicly-fund-
ed vaccine schedule and is available 
through family doctors and public 
health. The vaccine is given at 2, 4, 
6 and 18 months of age, followed by 
booster doses at 4-6 and 14-16 years 
of age. 

Delays in routine immunizations due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic may part-
ly explain the increase in cases. Par-
ents are encouraged to ensure their 
children stay up-to-date with routine 
immunizations. Pregnant individu-
als can receive a tetanus, diphtheria 
and pertussis (Tdap) immunization to 
protect their baby from pertussis af-
ter they are born, and before they can 

receive vaccines.  Tetanus, diphtheria 
and pertussis (Tdap) immunization 
when pregnant is estimated to protect 
about 90% of infants less than three 
months of age from the illness.

If you or your child are sick, stay home 
except to seek medical attention. If 
your child has symptoms of pertussis, 
contact your primary care provider as 
soon as possible. Avoid contact with 
others, especially young children who 
are unvaccinated or not fully vacci-

nated against the illness. In addition, 
wash hands often, cough or sneeze 
into your elbow or a tissue, and clean 
and disinfect high-touch surfaces. 

For more information:

Huron Perth Public Health: 1-888-
221-2133 

Visit www.hpph.ca 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter @
HPPublicHealth 

Health Unit seeing pertussis cases in Huron Perth

Middlesex Mutual Insurance Co.

Don Corby
Insurance Agent

CALL or TEXT (519) 282-1942

Doing the Right Thing ~ Means we care!

dcorby@middlesexmutual.on.ca

Home FarmBusinessAuto

Insurance for Every Day

“As your local St. Marys Agent, I am excited to
bring Middlesex Mutual's great product lines to
our community and surrounding area."

FARM LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER PERTH SOUTH 
 

Property: Part Lot 22, Concession 10 Blanshard; Part Lot 23, Concession 10 Blanshard as 
in R383527; s/t BLN15976, Municipality of Perth South  
 
Municipal Address: Line 2, Perth South, no Municipal 911 number is assigned. The 
property is beside 5126 Line 2, Perth South. 
 

Total of 76 acres including 56 workable acres (more or less) and 20 acres of bush and an old 
gravel pit sown in hay, systemically tiled. This property contains no buildings and is subject 
to a hydro easement. 
 

Tenders will be accepted until 12:00 
p.m. on April 5, 2023. 
 

Highest or any tender not necessarily 
accepted. 
 

 
For tender forms contact: 
Monteith Ritsma Phillips Professional 
Corporation 
Barristers and Solicitors 
Attention:  Andrew Phillips 
 

6 Wellington Street, P. O. Box 846 
Stratford, ON   N5A 6W3  
Phone:   519-271-6770 ext. 2226 
154B Ontario Road, P. O. Box 608 
Mitchell, ON  N0K 1N0 
Phone:  519-348-8112 
Email:  
phillips@stratfordlawyers.com 

 
 
 
 

** Ad will be resized by the publication ** 
FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

TO STAY UPDATED!
FACEBOOK.COM/STMARYSINDY

TWITTER.COM/STMARYSINDY
WWW.STMARYSINDY.COM
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By Stewart Grant

“My Inspiration, Learning, Enjoyment & Success”. 
Not just the basis for a great acronym, these five 
words say so much about what is in store at the MU-
SIC MILES lessons studio of John and Michelle Val-
lance of St. Marys, located at their home at 47 Ontario 
Street South.

Both musicians and retired schoolteachers, the cou-
ple is excited to once again share their passion of mu-
sic with younger students (ages 5 and up) now that 
we are coming out of the pandemic.

Many local residents may recall Michelle Vallance 
from her 10+ years teaching music and drama at St. 
Marys’ Holy Name of Mary School. She also spent part 
of her 17-year teaching career at St. Patrick’s Catholic 
School in Kinkora. Meanwhile, John is known locally 
for leading a group called Music in Antiqua, which 
was an ensemble (2010-16) for children who were 
interested in playing the recorder beyond the basics 
that were taught in school. The group traveled as an 
ensemble and performed concerts in many places.

With their newly-opened home studio, the couple 
offers a variety of music lessons, including piano, 
voice, recorder, harpsichord, music theory & history. 
The majority of their lessons are in-person at their 
Ontario Street home, though online lessons are also 
available.

Spending time with Michelle and John for this inter-
view, it was clearly evident that their studio is place to 
learn while having fun at the same time. And this fun 
applies not just to the teacher and students but also 
encouraged for parents and caregivers.

“There’s a lot of laughter,” said Michelle. “We enjoy 
ourselves tremendously and the essential thing is 
having the support of parent(s) for their child. In a 
lot of situations, the parents will sit right in on the 
lesson, and it’s great because when the child learns a 

certain concept, what I do is I then have them teach 
their parents, which is wonderful. When the child has 
to explain what they are learning and demonstrate, 
that’s where they take the skills they’re learning and 
put them into use right away. That’s a lot of fun for the 
parents and the parents are learning also.”

“I encourage parents or grandparents or caregivers… 
please sit in and watch. Just like in sports where rel-
atives can go to the arena, in music they can do the 
same thing in the artistic way. Get to know us and see 

how we do this. The parents also learn how to setup a 
good environment at home for their child/grandchild. 
They can help setup a place of comfort for the prac-
tice area.”

The Vallances are like many teachers in that the best 
part of the experience is seeing their students suc-
ceed and even surprise themselves on what they can 
accomplish. “What I’ve always liked to see is when 
somebody who was more on the shy side really comes 
out of their shell. That was always the most reward-
ing thing for me,” said John.

The confidence that is developed from advancing in 
music is a true life skill, which is one of the reasons 
why so many parents encourage their children to take 
an interest in music lessons from a young age.

“Communications is essential in today’s world,” Mi-
chelle added. “When students are learning different 
instruments, it also affects them in improving their 
math skills, communication skills, writing skills; 
there’s so much in music that translates to other sub-
jects.”

“Students also develop the skills of how to learn ef-
fectively, develop the virtue of patience, and begin 
to instruct themselves. In time, students shall apply 
their techniques to give me a lesson based on the 
musical elements they have acquired to their stage in 
playing (they become the teacher and I the student). 
This is excellent for developing effective communi-
cation skills and confidence!” Michelle continued.

Music lessons at the studio are typically scheduled 
once per week, at durations ranging between 30 and 
60 minutes depending on the age and level of the 
student. The studio also offers small group master-
classes for students to play/sing for each other and 
who enjoy the company of their colleagues. For more 
information on MUSIC MILES, please visit their web-
site at www.musicmiles.net, give them a call at 226-
921-1758 or email mvallance@rogers.com.

MILES of Music at new home-based lessons studio 
COMMUNITY —

10% off McCully's Sugar Free Jams & Jellies

April Store Hours 

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Open Friday and Sunday, 10 – 5
Open Saturday, 9 – 5

Closed:  Monday – Thursday

McCully's carries local Ambrosia, Gala, Honey Crisp and 
Ida Red apples

Local Apples

Shop McCully's for locally raised meats, including Black Angus Beef, 
Bison, Chicken, Lamb,  Pork and Turkey. 

McCully's has a great selection of Roasting Chickens,                                        
great for family dinners.

In the Freezer

Check out our selection of ready-made meals. We offer a wide variety 
of meat pies and soups, along with baked beans, chili, shepard's pie 

and beef stew. Don't forget to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, maple 
butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

McCully's Makes Meal Prep Fast & Simple

Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys

Michelle and John Vallance pose at the grand piano 
within their studio at 47 Ontario Street South. The pia-
no was a cherished gift for the couple’s 25th wedding 
anniversary piano gift from Michelle’s late father. “It’s 
beautiful and we would love for young people to play 
it,” said Michelle. (Stewart Grant photo)
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By Alizon Sharun

The Nobel prize winning Chilean 
poet, Pablo Neruda, wrote poetically 
that before the written word…poetry 
flourished, and that it is like bread, 
and should be shared by all.

The St.Marys Poetry Circle is thrilled 
that St.Marys Town Council passed 
our resolution to proclaim April as 
Poetry Month in the Town. In col-
laboration with local partners, we 
are presenting some exciting events 
throughout April in celebration of 
National Poetry Month.

Why the passion for poetry?

Good poetry stirs the heart and ex-
presses, often in few words, the es-
sence of our complex human emo-
tions and observations. In our Face-
book world of “like or dislike”, poetry 
offers layers and colours of meaning, 
possibility and harmony, not to men-
tion rhythm and song.

“Joy” is this year’s theme. The League 

of Canadian Poets’ website, poets.ca 
offers more information about Na-
tional Poetry Month and ways to get 
involved individually or as a group, 
whether you are a beginner at writ-
ing and reading poetry, or a sea-
soned fan.

Here in St. Marys, look out for poems 
attractively nestled in downtown 
windows through April. Assisted by 
the BIA, we encourage the poetic 
spirit of business owners to choose 
or write their own poems, or let 
members of the poetry circle choose 
a poem to display.

At Betty’s Bookshelf, browse the po-
etry selections, some of which fly off 
the shelves. Sit in a comfy chair to 
read poetry while munching special 
“Joy” cookies available from Baris-
ta’s.

We give you a warm invitation to at-
tend local poetry events in April:-

Friday April 14, 7-9pm 

The Friendship Centre in the PRC, 
319 James St N. A special reading of 
the book “The Minimalist Eye,” with 
projected photos - followed by re-
freshments and a panel discussion. 
Sponsored by the St.Marys Public 
Library and Friends of The Library. 
FREE; Advance tickets from the Li-
brary.

Friday April 21, 6:15 to 9pm

Head to Brch & Wyn Café Bar, 245 
Downie St. in Stratford for Poetry 
Stratford’s Live Event with featured 
poet, Arletta Murray, followed by 
Open Mic. Registration required at 
hertzbergerhrc@gmail.com, as space 
is limited. Food and beverages are 
available.

Saturday, April 22, 1:30 to 3:30pm. 

POETRY BUSKING in the Library 
garden, Queen St. E. Hear favour-
ite classics, moderns and childrens’ 
verse outside in a festive setting, 

weather permitting. It will be held 
inside the library if raining. Throw a 
coin in the hat for the Library’s chil-
dren’s programs.

Saturday, April 29

Riverwalk Commons, 84, Water St 
S, presents Ronna Bloom’s Sponta-
neous Poetry Booth from 10 to 11am, 
followed by a catered “Lunch with 
the Poets”, from 1 to 3pm. Purchase 
tickets online at rwcommons.com;

The St. Marys Poetry Circle meets on 
the last Friday of the month, 6.30 - 
8.30pm to share poetry, our own or a 
favourite author’s in an encouraging 
and stimulating atmosphere.

April 28 is our next meeting at Baris-
ta’s on Water St. New members are 
always welcome; Come and join us. 
For more information please contact 
Alizon Sharun alizonsharun@gmail.
com;

Enjoy a feast of poetry this April.

Celebrate the joy of Poetry this April

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM

COMMUNITY —

ORDER ONLINE AT WWW.NEWORLEANSPIZZA.COM |  One coupon code per order.

10
+TAX

$ USE COUPON CODE

LRG10

Valid for Limited Time Only!

3 TOPPPING
PIZZA

84 Wellington St. S, St. Marys
AVAILABLE ONLY AT



St. Marys Independent 10 Thursday, March 30, 2023

SPORTS —

Lindsay Pickering
519-276-9959

www.lindsaypickering.ca
lindsaypickering22@gmail.com

The Independent Sports is brought to you by

Lincs to make first trip to conference final in 17 years
By Spencer Seymour

For the first time since 2005-06, the St. Marys 
Lincolns will challenge for a Western Conference 
Championship title after eliminating the London 
Nationals in four straight games.

Head Coach Jeff Bradley said that, in his eyes, the 
win not only solidified the team's place in the con-
ference championship series, but also their status 
as the premier GOJHL destination in the region.

"I think we cemented ourselves as the top team in 
this area," Bradley told the Independent. "You look 
at the playoff teams in this area, all of them got 
swept except for us. It's incredibly important for 
the future of this team for the fans and the players 
we're recruiting to know that we're the top spot in 
the area in this conference."

The Lincolns will meet the Leamington Flyers 
with the conference title on the line in what is a 
clash of unusually hot teams. With the Flyers also 
sweeping their first two playoff matchups, first the 
Sarnia Legionnaires and then the LaSalle Vipers, 
the conference final pits two teams who have yet 
to lose in the post-season. According to the Head 
Coach, the team is looking forward to what will be 
potentially the toughest challenge since he joined 
the Lincolns.

"We're excited for the next challenge [against 
Leamington]," said Bradley. "From the players to 
the coaches to the trainers to the executive, we feel 
like a team. When you go through important hock-
ey games together as a group, I think it brings ev-
eryone closer and that's what it's doing for us. It's 
incredibly fun to be a part of."

Game One of the series will take place in Leaming-
ton on Thursday, March 30th, with Game Two tak-
ing place at the PRC the following day. The series 
returns to Leamington for Game Three on Sunday. 
All of the games will be broadcast live at stmarys-
radio.com.

A key match-up will be Lincs' goalie Matteo Lala-
ma and Flyers' goalie and former Lincoln Bryce 
Walcarius. Among Western Conference goalies who 
have played at least two playoff games, Lalama and 
Walcarius are first and second in save percentage 
(SV-%) and goals against average (GAA). Walcarius 
has a 1.71 GAA and 0.937 SV-% in seven playoff 
games, while Lalama enters the series with a 2.08 
GAA and 0.943 SV-% in eight starts.

The top six Western Conference point scorers and 
10 of the top 11 are all playing in this series. Leam-
ington's Ryan and Connor MacPherson are both 
averaging at least two points per game, with the 
former sitting in first in points among all Western 
Conference skaters and the latter leading Leam-
ington in goals. Meanwhile, St. Marys' Michael El-
liston ranks first in goals in the conference with 
nine tallies in eight games.

Ryan MacPherson and Nathan Small are tied for 

first in game-winning goals in the West. Small also 
leads all defenders in the West in points and has at 
least one point in every playoff game so far. Flyers' 
rearguard Koen Taves is second in points among 
defencemen in the conference.

Lincs sweep Nats in Game Four

Every time the Nationals scored once, the Lincolns 
scored twice. And even though the shot clock sug-
gested a London onslaught, once again, the Lincs' 
defensive structure for most of the game kept the 
quality of the Nats' chances low.

"There's no quit in our group," Bradley explained. 
"We know when to push and when to contain a bit 
more. To have a team full of guys who are like that, 
who know how to respond, it shows the mental 
toughness of the team. They didn't want to leave 
it to Wednesday or Friday night, they wanted this 
series done as soon as possible so they could move 
on to the next one."

One of the few London players who had a good se-
ries against St. Marys was Sam O'Reilly and that 
continued with the London Knights' second-round 
draft pick capitalizing on a somewhat shaky start 
by St. Marys to open the scoring. However, the pat-

tern of responding quickly started shortly thereaf-
ter with Elliston scoring his eighth of the playoffs 
just 59 seconds after O'Reilly's goal.

Approximately nine minutes later, two more goals 
in quick succession came, with Luca Spagnolo end-
ing his goal drought and potting his first of the 
post-season. Just 14 seconds later, Talan Palmer 
tied the game back up at two apiece. With 33 sec-
onds left in the first, Ethan Lamoureux scored his 
third of the playoffs to give the Lincolns a 3-2 lead 
heading into the first intermission.

In the second period, the Lincolns got some of-
fence from an unexpected source with the trio of 
Cole Schnittker, Eric Smith, and Adrian Stubber-
field chipping in two goals. Schnittker, the eventual 
game-winner, and Smith got the goals with Stub-
berfield earning two assists. Bradley credited the 
three forwards for being consistent contributors to 
the team's winning ways, even if those contribu-
tions don't always appear on the stats page.

"We rely on our top six guys to put up points and 
our bottom six to be role players but now, to get 
into the playoffs and have different lines stepping 
up, it's incredibly important. Cole, Eric, and Adrian 
are an incredibly important line for us, especial-
ly at home, so for them to get on the scoresheet 
was a really nice feeling for them and nice for their 
teammates to see. Those three go under the radar 
but they are incredibly important to the success of 
this team."

Bradyn Santavy got London's lone goal of the mid-

Forwards Adrian Stubberfield, and Cole Schnittker 
watch the action during a recent St. Marys Lincolns' 
playoff game. Along with Eric Smith, the trio all had 
big games in the 8-4 win over the London Nationals 
that sent the Lincs to their first Western Conference 
Final since 2005-06. Smith and Schnittker each had a 
goal, the latter being the game-winner, while Stubber-
field posted two assists in Game Four. (Photo credit: 
Mike Chennette/McGinny Photography)

Continued on page 11
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By Spencer Seymour

The U16 St. Marys Snipers were 
firing on all cylinders last Saturday 
when they picked up a 10-0 win over 
the visiting U16 squad from Kitchen-
er.

Less than two minutes into the game, 
Charlee Henderson got the scoring 
started for St. Marys, followed by Ky-
lie Robertson making it 2-0 just 20 
seconds later. The Snipers' contin-
ued pressure resulted in two more 
first-period goals just a minute apart 
from another scored by Ella Taylor 
and Natalie Taylor.

One minute into the second, Abby 
Martin found the back of the Kitch-
ener net to make it 5-0 St. Marys. Just 
two minutes and eight seconds later, 
the Martin struck again, putting the 
Snipers ahead 6-0.

Martin completed the hat-trick later 
in the third, while Robertson got her 
second of the contest and Leah Van 
Straaten and Megan Richardson also 
got on the scoresheet. Head Coach 
Rudy Taylor was beaming after the 

game which he was thoroughly im-
pressed by.

"The girls played really well from 
start to finish," said Taylor. "Defen-
sively, we were reading their passes, 

checking the ring, and getting it back 
in our possession. The forwards then 
were moving the ring really well in 
the offensive zone. The passing was 
excellent and it helped us get lots of 
good shots."

As happy as Taylor was, he men-
tioned that he still wants the team to 
pass the ring a bit more.

"Our passing is really good, we just 
need to do it a bit more. I don't al-
ways like the breakaway shots, we 
still want to get three or four good 
passes every time we take the ring 
into the offensive zone before tak-
ing the shot. Having that elite-level 
ring movement makes us even more 
dangerous in the offensive end. You 
can move the ring a lot quicker with 
a pass than by skating it."

Taylor mentioned that he's been re-
ally encouraged by how the team's 
cohesiveness has grown, specifically 
over the course of the 2023 portion 
of the schedule.

"This team has really gelled together 
and become a true team. A lot of our 
development has happened off the 
ice this year, at events and tourna-
ments, whether it's the team meals 
or hanging out at the hotel. The girls 
have bonded and come closer togeth-
er and it's translated onto the ice."

Lincs to make first trip to conference final in 17 years

U16 Snipers dominant in 10-0 win over Kitchener
SPORTS —

Abby Martin scores one of her three goals in the U16 St. Marys Snipers' 10-0 victo-
ry over Kitchener last Saturday. (Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)

dle stanza, while Elliston picked up 
his second of the contest on the pow-
erplay.

In the third, a desperate Nationals' 
squad switched goalies, sending af-
filiate player Carter Froggett into 
the game for the final frame as the 
team looked for a spark. Chase Mac-
Queen-Spence made it 7-3 with his 
second of the post-season at 12:26. 
When London got a powerplay with 
six minutes and 12 seconds left in 
regulation, they elected to pull their 

goaltender for a six-on-four man 
advantage. However, Jacob Chantler 
managed to fire the puck into the 
empty net to give the Lincolns their 
eighth of the game.

Riley Wood got the deficit back to four 
goals with an unassisted marker with 
2:18 remaining, but the Lincolns man-
aged to neatly lock the game down af-
ter that, cruising to an 8-4 win.

Bradley, who was an Assistant Coach 
on the Nats' bench prior to joining 
the Lincolns, didn't want too much of 
the spotlight but did admit that it was 

a special feeling to defeat his former 
team.

"I try not to make it about myself but 
it is different than beating any other 
team, not just for me but for guys like 
Chantler, Elliston, Small, Cornfield, 
and Lalama. This was personal for 
them and it gave them extra motiva-
tion. For me, I have a lot of respect 
for the players, coaches, and trainers 
of that organization so I don't want 
to beat them personally. I had a lot of 
fond memories from my time in Lon-

don but it definitely is a good feeling 
to beat your former team."

"You could tell it meant a lot to the 
fans as well. It's a 400,000-plus-pop-
ulation city against a town of 7,000. 
We felt like the underdogs. We felt 
like there were a lot of people pick-
ing London to win that series and we 
took it personally. It was good moti-
vation for us. We thought we were as 
good or better than London and we 
wanted to prove it."

Continued from page 10
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By Spencer Seymour

Even though they didn't end up com-
ing away with a medal, the Universi-
ty of Prince Edward Island (UPEI) 
Panthers left the Cavendish Farms 
Cup as one of the big stories as the 
host of the tournament pulled off a 
major underdog victory en route to 
the Bronze Medal Game. One of the 
major reasons for their run to the 
final four was a strong tournament 
from St. Marys native, Kaleb Pear-
son.

The UPEI Panthers pulled off a ma-
jor upset in their quarter-final game 
by defeating the University of Cal-
gary Dinos 4-2, with one of UPEI's 
goals coming off of Pearson's stick. 
The Dinos finished their regular 
season with a 23-game winning 
streak that secured them first place 
in the nation.

Pearson spoke to the Independent 
recently and said that the energy of 
being the host city for the tourna-
ment propelled them to victory.

"All the boys were really fired up 
to get out and start the tournament 
in the right way," said Pearson. It 
was crazy to see the amount of fans 
that were out watching us and the 
student section was full and pretty 
rowdy. Everybody was juiced to play 
the first-ranked team in the country 
and we played it like it was our last 
game."

"The fans were truly unbelievable," 
Pearson continued when asked 
about the local fan support. "I've 
never experienced a fanbase at a 
game like that. There were plenty of 
loud chants and the fans helped give 
us some added energy and excite-
ment and made it a really fun time. 
I definitely hope I can experience 
something like that again."

After falling in the semi-final to 
the University of Alberta, the Pan-
thers squared off against the Uni-
versité du Québec à Trois-Rivières 
(UQTR) with the Bronze Medal on 
the line. The Panthers clawed back 
from being down 2-0 to tie the game 
two apiece, including with a goal by 
Pearson. A goal with less than a min-
ute left in the second put UQTR en 
route to a 3-2 victory. Despite the re-
sult not being what anyone with the 
host team wanted, Pearson said that 
it was overall a very positive event 
to be a part of thanks to his Head 
Coach Forbes MacPherson and all of 
the organizers' efforts.

"It was a really good experience. 
The amount of time that the plan-
ners and Forbes [MacPherson], my 
coach, put into making it a special 
event was really impressive and it 

was a long time coming for UPEI. It 
was very well-put-together and for 
the players, it was a great experience 
to play teams we wouldn't normally 
face."

The St. Marys product lauded his 
team's ability to never quit or stop 
giving everything they had, from 
the win over Calgary through to the 
Bronze Medal game.

"The [Bronze Medal] game started 
a bit slow for us and we got down 
pretty quick by a couple of goals but 
we showed some good fight and got 
back in it. The boys never gave up 
and we fought to the end, not just in 
the final game but throughout the 
Cavendish Cup. Obviously, we would 
have liked to win a medal but we're 
proud of how we competed from 
start to finish."

MacPherson spoke to the Indepen-
dent about Pearson's performance in 
the Cavendish Cup and said that he 
was very pleased with the 22-year-
old's effort and consistency.

"He was at his peak performance of 
the season during that weekend," 
MacPherson raved. "His timing was 
very critical and essential for our 
team. Kaleb has exceptional skills 
in many areas that can make him a 
great player. He's continued to de-
velop his game and really embraced 
the grind of being a hockey player."

Pearson was bashful in talking about 
his personal success in the tourna-
ment but admitted that he felt good 
about the effort he put in.

"I thought I was skating hard every 
game and trying to work hard every 
game. One of the reasons I came to 

UPEI was for the events like this so 
I was pretty excited to be competing 
in the Cavendish Cup since I first got 
here."

With a taste of the national stage 
and a whiff of the university hock-
ey mountaintop, Pearson, hoping to 
take on a greater leadership role 
next season, has his sights set on a 
year from now and helping the Pan-
thers not just return to where they 
reached this year, but take the next 

step and, ultimately, bring more than 
just a sense of pride and excitement 
to UPEI.

"We can compete with anybody," 
Pearson explained as he discussed 
what his takeaways from the tourna-
ment were. "We were the eighth seed 
going in so we were facing the top 
teams but we showed we can hang 
with anyone and that's going to be 
big for next year. For the guys that 
will be back to pass on to the young 
guys, that mentality of believing that 
we can take on anyone will be big. I 
want to help bring a championship 
to UPEI before my time here is over 
and that mentality will be a key to 
doing that."

MacPherson confirmed that Pearson 
will be tasked with a leadership role 
next season and described his vision 
for the St. Marys native's next step 
forward.

"He's going to have a massive role 
on our team next year. He's going to 
find himself in a leadership position 
next year and while he will continue 
to work on his own game and bal-
ance that grind I talked about, he's 
going to share the responsibilities 
as one of this team's leaders. Kaleb 
is a great person who comes from a 
great family. He has earned more re-
sponsibilities and opportunities and 
we're excited about where his game 
has come from when he first became 
a Panther as well as where we think 
it can go."

Kaleb Pearson shines for UPEI in Cavendish Farms Cup

(Photo credit: Mike Needham, University of PEI)
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By Spencer Seymour

A season that was filled with heart-
breaking, oh-so-close, one-goal games 
was capped off by a 6-5 shootout loss 
to the Lambeth Lancers in the cham-
pionship game of the Shamrock play-
offs for the U18 B Boys St. Marys 
Rock.

Owen Boyd scored a hat-trick for the 
Rock while Braeden Roth and Brock 
Chessell also each chipped in a goal.

Interim Head Coach Chris Chessell 
said that, after two goals in the first 
minute of the second period by Lam-
beth put St. Marys down 3-1, the team 
responded to the adversity very well.

"We had a bit of a slow start and got 
down 3-1," Chessell told the Indepen-
dent. "They were challenged pretty 
hard on the bench and they dug deep 
and got it tied. We couldn't be more 
proud of that effort. We knew that 
Lambeth is really talented, they have 
some really incredible players and 
they were never going to go away."

With the back-and-forth affair sitting 
at 5-5 at the end of regulation, the 
game went into overtime. Both teams, 
seemingly cautious to avoid making 

a costly mistake, failed to find a win-
ning goal in the extra frame, requir-
ing a shootout to solve the tie.

"That's a game that could go either 
way, especially as it gets into the over-
time and the shootout," said Chessell. 
"Josh Ballantyne played a really good 
game for us in net and did everything 
he could to keep us in that game and 
give us a chance to win."

Chessell praised the team for their 
commitment to improving themselves 
and playing for their teammates.

"The character of this team is unbe-
lievable. Everyone has great attitudes 
in that dressing room. We've been out 
of the OMHA playoffs for three weeks 
and yet we have 18 or 19 kids coming 
to practice twice a week without ever 
having to ask. And they don't just 

come to practice, but they come and 
they work hard and they have fun. 
They love being around each other."

"Obviously, they're pretty upset in 
there right now but we're really 
proud of these kids and we hope that 
they feel proud of each other. They've 
been through a lot this year and 
they've always kept battling."

When asked what the story of the 
season is, Chessell said it has to do 
with the team's ability to keep coming 
back from adversity.

"We were given 19 hockey players, 
some had high-level experience, 
some didn't. But we all bought into 
the mentality of 'this is your team 
and we're going to find a way to be 
the best we can be'. The story, to me, 
is that they put their heads down and 
worked hard. They didn't get frustrat-
ed with each other when things didn't 
go their way. They never got on each 
other. They did the best they possibly 
could. They kept a positive attitude 
through it all and that's why we're 
sitting here at the end of March with 
19 guys who love hanging out with 
each other."

Unwavering resiliency the story of U18 B Boys' season

Hard-fought tie offers 
U12 Snipers momentum 
before Regionals

The U12 St. Marys Snipers skated to a high-energy 7-7 tie against the Elora-Fergus 
Edge last Saturday. Assistant Coach Jim Burlingham spoke to the Independent 
about the game and mentioned that the coaching staff was very happy with the 
battle that the U12 Snipers brought to the top-ranked Edge. "We knew it was going 
to be a challenging and physical game," Burlingham said. "The effort and tenacity 
the girls displayed was what we really liked from our team. They had a chance to 
win all game long and didn't make it easy on Elora-Fergus. That kind of effort gives 
us a lot of confidence with two regular season games left before our chance to 
compete for Gold at Regionals." (Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)
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FRESH FLAVOURS TO BLOOM YOUR PALATE!

OUR NEW SPRING MENU IS COMING

APRIL 5

VISIT SOCIALTHIRTYONE.COM
FOR ALL THE WAYS TO
CONNECT WITH US

FOLLOW US
@SOCIALTHIRTYONE

FARMLAND FOR SALE BY TENDER IN PERTH SOUTH
Address:  2189 Road 133, St. Marys ON
Legal: PART LOT 10 CONCESSION 16 BLANSHARD 
AS IN R104550 SAVE AND EXCEPT R267983; 
PERTH SOUTH
Description: Approximately 92 workable acres of 
productive systematically tiled land and 3-acre 
woodlot. Sale is subject to proposed severance of 
dwelling and outbuilding on a 1.13 acre lot; 
Excellent opportunity to add to your existing farm 
base!
Tender Deadline: April 26th, 2023, at 6pm
For a tender package, 
Contact: Brent Shackleton
3715 Perth Road 113, R. R. #2, Stratford On
Phone:  519-271-2646 
Email: brent@shackletons.ca  

Ballantyne an OFSAA 
Champion with St. Mike's 
Warriors

U13 C Boys continue 
improving puck movement

St. Marys native Josh Ballantyne, pictured on the right, is an OFSAA Champion 
after St. Mike's Catholic Secondary School picked up a thrilling and improbable 
5-4 victory last Thursday. Well into the third period, the Warriors trailed 4-0 against 
St. Mary's College from Sault Ste. Marie but pulled off a miraculous comeback, 
scoring four times before winning the title in overtime. (Contributed photo)

Nolan Stewart makes a save during the Home Hardware Building Centre U13 C 
Boys St. Marys Rock playoff game last Wednesday. The back-and-forth contest 
against the Petrolia Oilers finished in a 2-2 deadlock with Dylan Chateauvert and 
Nate Hern scoring the goals for St. Marys. Head Coach Max Maddock called it "one 
of our best games" of the season thanks to the team's puck movement. "Our pass-
ing was really beautiful to watch," Maddock told the Independent. "We're getting 
our heads up and looking for their teammates. They're getting to the open space 
and it's helping them make those tape-to-tape passes which is really helping our 
group come together." (Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)

SPORTS —



Thursday, March 30, 2023 15St. Marys Independent

Bobin 
Mathew

General Manager

Jason 
Brown

Sales Manager

Craig 
Webb

Used Car Manager

Jordan 
Ritsma

Sales Consultant

Litto
Tom 

Sales Consultant

Shyam 
Sasidharan

Sales Consultant

Ben
Chester

Sales Consultant

Trish 
Millson

Fixed Operations 
Manager

Kenny 
Soobrayen

Business Manager

Muaavia 
Sani

Sales Consultant

Visit us at Stratford Kia

Sales Service Parts

We are ready to serve you at Stratford Kia!

2023 Kia Sorento2023 Kia Sportage 2023 Kia Telluride

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

Lincs' Barkley a first-
team All-Star

U11 B Boys doing 'little 
things' right

St. Marys Lincolns' defenceman Adam Barkley (pictured above) has been named 
a first-team All-Star by the Greater Ontario Junior Hockey League. The 19-year-
old Inkerman native scored 11 goals and 41 points in 47 games this season for 
the Lincolns, which put him tied for eighth in points among all GOJHL defenders.  
(Photo credit: Mike Chennette/McGinny Photography)

Talan Ward fires a goal past the Mooretown Flags' netminder last Wednesday in 
an exciting end-to-end game that finished in a 2-2 tie. Josh Becker, Head Coach 
of the Social Thirty-One U11 B Boys St. Marys Rock, said after last Wednesday's 
2-2 tie against the Mooretown Flags that he is really happy with the improvement 
in his team's positioning, as well as their ability to do the finer details really well. 
"We've been really pleased with the little things that they're doing right," said Beck-
er. "Chipping it in and chasing it down. Hit that red line, dump it in, and go in after 
it. The little things that they've done right this year are amazing." Becker added that 
the team's positional awareness has greatly improved, with players doing a better 
and better job at finding open space on the ice. (Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)

SPORTS —
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*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. *While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

STRATFORD KIA – VISIT US TODAY!STRATFORD KIA – VISIT US TODAY!
2022 Ram 1500 Rebel

$66,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
670 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 Honda Civic Sedan LX CVT

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
33,786 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2019 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$45,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
54,834 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Volkswagen Atlas Highline

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
49,782 km

3.6 FSI 4MOTION 
All-Wheel Drive

2020 Kia Sportage LX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
69,767 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Kia Sorento LX Premium 

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
40,906 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia Soul LX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
14,104 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Nissan Pathfinder SL

$52,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
26,618 km

All-Wheel Drive

2023 Toyota RAV4 LE

$46,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
52 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Chevrolet Blazer LT

$47,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
10,229 km

All-Wheel-Drive

2020 Chevrolet Blazer True North

$44,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
11,504 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Sport

$55,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
58,784 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Toyota RAV4 XLE

$43,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
30,970 km

All-Wheel Drive

2020 Nissan Kicks SV

$26,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
22,569 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2019 Kia Sedona L

$31,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
69,327 km

Front-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com
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SPORTS —
U13 B Boys win Shamrock playoffs

The St. Marys Fire Department U13 B Boys St. Marys Rock turned in a hard-working, defensively-stifling performance on Monday night, supported by some strong goal-
tending, which helped them earn a 2-1 victory over the Strathroy Jr. Rockets to win the Shamrock playoffs. The win was described as a "great way to end" the team's 
season, which has seen the U13 B Boys make big strides in their all-around team play. The Independent will have more on the final game and the team's Shamrock 
playoff run in next week's edition. (Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)
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THORNDALE
WEEKLY NEWS

THE ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT AND ITS WEEKLY 
“THORNDALE NEWS” IS AVAILABLE WITHIN 
THORNDALE AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:
160 King, ACE Hardware, Nissouri Manor, Sassy’s, Thorndale Community 
Centre, Thorndale Family Restaurant, Thorndale Farm Supplies, Thorndale 
Food Market, Thorndale Pharmacy or online at www.stmarysindy.com

GOT A THORNDALE STORY IDEA OR ADVERTISEMENT? 
CONTACT US AT THORNDALEONTARIONEWS@GMAIL.COM

By Nancy Abra

In the late 1940’s, a couple of mem-
bers of the St. Marys Lions Club con-
tacted a few Thorndale area residents 
to see if there would be an interest 
to form a ‘Lions Club’ in Thorndale. 
As a result, the ‘Charter Night’ for 
this new Thorndale club was held on 
June 20, 1947 at St. George’s Angli-
can Church, Thorndale with 42 eager 
members ready to serve and meet the 
needs in this community.

The Thorndale Lions Club have ac-
complished a lot over the decades. 
They have been a pillar in Thorn-
dale and beyond. From the hand dug 
footings of the original Thorndale 
Community Centre to the building 
and maintenance of the Thorndale 
Medical Centre, and more recently, 
a substantial donation to the build-
ing of the new community centre, the 
Thorndale Lions have been leaders 
for the wants and needs of the com-
munity.

Even though Thorndale Lions’ 75th 
anniversary was last year in 2022, 

the club is celebrating this year, in 
the various events they have orga-
nized and are hosting. Last Saturday 
evening, the Thorndale Lions hosted 
their popular ‘Social Gaming Night’. 
This has been an annual fundrais-
er since the 70’s, interrupted only 
by the pandemic, and draws a large 
crowd from the community and be-
yond. It was a fun sold out evening of 
more than a dozen games of chance, 
ticketed raffles, food, drinks and so-
cializing. This event also includes a 
‘elimination’ draw with the last ticket 
drawn for a grand prize of $2,000.

With the different events planned for 
this year and for the future, monies 
raised goes back into the communi-
ty of Thorndale. The Thorndale Lions 
Club recently have pledged $50,000 
over the next five years to the St. 
Marys Memorial Hospital.

The Thorndale Lions Club is a ded-
icated and industrious club, focused 
on the needs and wants of the com-
munity in the past, now and for the 
future.

By Nancy Abra

Warm handshakes and good wishes 
greeted Ken McCutcheon and his wife 
Mary at an open house in honour of his 
retirement. Approximately 180 fami-
ly members, friends, farm clients and 
vendors gathered for this special after-
noon at McCutcheon Farm Drainage, 
Nissouri Road, Thorndale which was 
hosted by Wayne and Marilyn Flan-
nigan.

Ken McCutcheon purchased his 
first machine in the fall of 1976 and 
launched McCutcheon Farm Drainage 
in the spring of 1977. Over the years, 
his expertise and business developed 
and grew with many farm clients and 
various drainage projects, including a 
recent local project working with Up-
per Thames River Conservation Au-
thority.

McCutcheon stated, “the management 
of water is very important. Removing 
excess water in land areas improves 
and protects soil health and is the best 
environment for cropland. There has 
to be a good ratio of water, air and soil 
which helps to improve crop yields.”

His wife Mary commented, “we are 
looking forward to retirement and 
helping out with our grandchildren. 
This afternoon has been such a nice 
retirement party for Ken that Wayne 
and Marilyn have put on for us.”

Wayne Flannigan worked for McCutch-
eon Farm Drainage and as of March 
1st is the proud new owner, saying, 
“I am honoured and thankful for the 
opportunity to continue this business. 
McCutcheon Farm Drainage has a rich 
history, and we are pleased to carry on 
this tradition with our family.” 

Thorndale Lions Club still roaring after 75 years

McCutcheon Farm Drainage continues with new 
local owners

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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HISTORIC ST. MARYS: Historic Maps

HISTORY —

By Mary Smith

The image with this week’s column shows a por-
tion of one of the historic maps in the St. Marys 
Museum’s collection. This interesting map was 
found among some old documents left behind in 
a house once owned by a local lawyer. The map, 
printed in 1924, shows the farm properties around 
St. Marys for several miles in each direction. Each 
farm is labelled with the name of the owner. The 
map is a very useful tool for researchers who 
might be trying to prove that their family was con-
nected to a specific farm property at some time in 
the past century. 

Of course, the map was not originally intended 
as a resource for genealogists. There are sever-
al dictionary definitions for “map.” The simplest 
states: “A drawing or other representation, usu-
ally on a flat surface, of all or part of the earth’s 
surface.” Additionally, it may give “… a particular 
type of information about a particular area.” What 
type of information was this 1924 map intended 
to provide? Unlike other maps of the same area, 
highways and county roads are not clearly shown, 
although township boundaries are marked. Con-
cessions are also indicated in Roman numerals 
while farm lots have Arabic numbers. Railway 
tracks pass across the map, shown by dark lines 
with hash marks, probably meant to indicate rail-
way ties. At the Junction within the limits of St. 
Marys, the Canadian National Railway line to Sar-
nia, crosses over a winding Thames River, going 
west through Rannoch, while the other line sepa-
rates, going south towards London. One more line, 
the Canadian Pacific Railway, leaves the centre of 
St. Marys and travels southeast on its way towards 
Embro. 

There is a helpful reference at the bottom of the 
full map – not shown on this small section. It ex-
plains that post offices are marked • – there’s a 
post office within the limits of St. Marys. Not 
shown on this part of the map are the solid circles 
indicating post offices in villages such as St. Pauls, 
Kirkton, Woodham and Granton. Railway sidings 
are marked o. The Uniondale siding is at the bot-
tom of the map and within St. Marys is the Lind 
siding, used at that time by the St. Marys Cement 
Company. Hamlets, such as Rannoch and Wild-
wood, are marked with a solid square (▪). Within 
each farm lot, along with the name of the owner, is 
a small number. The reference at the bottom of the 
map explains that this number is a key to the rural 
mail routes. They are listed in the margin below 
the map. For example, the Cubberley property is at 
the top of this map, within Blanshard, on the town-
ship boundary with Downie. There is a number 7 
beside the name. According to the key, this indi-
cated that the Cubberleys were on Rural Route 8, 
St. Marys. Today this postal route no longer exists 
although Cubberleys still live on this farm.  

Since this map was intended to provide informa-
tion about farm occupants, rural post offices, and 
sidings, the section showing St. Marys is almost 
blank. However, the Museum’s collection con-
tains other maps that provide useful information 
about properties within the town. One of the ear-
liest is reproduced in the opening pages of Early 
St. Marys by L. W. Wilson and L. R. Pfaff, a local 
history book first published in 1981. This map is 
based on a survey of St. Marys completed in 1858 

and shows the town’s streets, laid out and named. 
Running east-west across the centre of this map 
is Queen Street, crossing the Thames River via a 
clearly labelled Victoria Bridge. Some interesting 
buildings are named. The first town hall on Water 
Street is shown near the river and, on the east-
ern edge of the map, a distillery and brewery is 
on the south bank of Trout Creek. The municipal 
lots along the most important streets have been 
surveyed and numbered. Most of these residen-
tial blocks were still vacant in 1858, but the lots 
were set out, ready for development. The old cem-
etery on Elgin Street is also marked on this map. 
In 1858, it too was ready for occupants. 

Many people are familiar with the large historic 
atlases, produced for all the counties in southern 
Ontario in the late 1870s. The St. Marys Museum 
has copies of these atlases for Perth County and 
also for the adjacent counties. For St. Marys and 
area research, of special interest are maps for 
Zorra and East Nissouri in Oxford County, West 
Nissouri, and Biddulph in Middlesex County and 
Usborne in Huron County – all close to the bound-
aries of Blanshard or Downie Townships. The Il-
lustrated Historical Atlas of the County of Perth, 
Ont. was published in 1879 by H. Belden & Co., 
Toronto. It contains maps of the entire county and 
each of the 11 original townships. There are also 
maps of Stratford, St. Marys, Listowel and Mitch-
ell and smaller maps showing 18 of the county’s 
villages. 

These atlases were sold by subscription and there 
were different levels of subscribers. For a basic 
payment, the owner’s name, occupation and lo-
cation of his farm or business were listed in the 
Patrons’ Directory, along with the year of his ar-
rival in the county. Some subscribers paid more so 
that their pen-and-ink portrait or a “view” of their 

farm or business was included. Patrick Whelihan, 
Registrar for South Perth, paid for all three op-
tions. He is listed as one of the patrons from St. 
Marys, his portrait is included with those of other 
important men, and a lovely drawing of his farm 
property, Thorn Hill Place, on the northwest limits 
of St. Marys, takes up almost one-third of a large 
atlas page. 

The main value of the 1879 atlas, like the 1924 
map, is that each farm property within the coun-
ty is labelled with the owner’s name. Even better, 
thanks to the Canadian County Atlas Digital Proj-
ect that McGill University Libraries completed in 
2001, 32 historic atlases covering 40 Ontario coun-
ties were digitized and made searchable. Thus, it is 
possible to bring onto a computer screen a map of 
any township in any county that existed in Ontar-
io in the 1870s and also find the exact concession 
and lot of any farm owner in these counties. The 
website is: digital.library.mcgill.ca. It is fortunate 
that this website exists because the original 1879 
Perth County Historical Atlas is now very rare. 
Copies are offered for sale on-line for more than 
$1000 US. In 1972, a facsimile edition of the at-
las was published by Ross Cumming, Port Elgin, 
Ontario. These later editions are used by libraries 
and archives as reference copies. If an institution 
is fortunate enough to own an original 1879 atlas, 
it is kept in the rare book collection. But even the 
1972 editions now sell for several hundred dollars. 

The St. Marys Museum has other historic maps, 
including fire insurance maps showing the build-
ings in the St. Marys core in the 1920s, and an 
interesting collection of old Ontario road maps – 
several pre-dating Highway 401. All of these have 
been helpful to researchers. For more information, 
contact the Museum by telephone: 519-284-3556 
or by email: museum@town.stmarys.on.ca.  

1924 map showing farm properties around St. Marys
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It’s a remarkable moment, 
one that stays in your mem-
ory for a long, long time. 
You’re standing in a small, 
stone-built, domed chamber, 
deep inside an enormous 
Irish “passage tomb”. You’re 
surrounded by three alcoves, 
furnished with large, shallow 
stone bowls which once held 
human remains.

And then the lights go out.

It’s pitch black. You know 
there are a dozen or so oth-
er people squeezed beside 
you into this small, walled 
space but you can’t see a hint 
of that. And then you notice 
a ray of light, creeping along 
the low, narrow, rocky passage 
you followed into the heart 
of this tomb; soon it lights up 
the chamber, replicating the 
effect that happens naturally 
only once a year on the winter 
solstice.

You sense you have entered a 
deeply spiritual place, replete 
with arcane stone carvings 
but you’re also marvelling 
at the engineering feats in-
volved in building this enor-
mous structure which has a 
diameter of 85 meters and 

reaches 13 meters in height. 
Because it’s ancient, this place 
now known as Newgrange is 
older than Stonehenge, older 
than the Egyptian pyramids.

This is a Neolithic (new stone 
age) monument, built around 
3200 BC. That’s more than 
5,000 years ago.

Equally remarkable, perhaps, 
is the fact that Newgrange is 
just one of several impres-
sive passage tombs located 
here in the site known as Brú 
na Bóinne, in County Meath, 
Ireland, eight kilometers from 
the town of Drogheda. Nearby 
are Knowth and Dowth, both 
significant monuments in 
their own right.

In fact, Knowth is probably 
more impressive than New-
grange in that it is larger 
than Newgrange, containing 
a large burial mound with 
two entrances, and 17 smaller 
“satellite” mounds.

Newgrange, however, de-
mands a visit because it is the 
only tomb visitors are allowed 
to enter – always with a guide 
of course, on carefully timed 
and numbers-limited tours.

Dowth is also nearby but the 
usual Brú na Bóinne tour in-
cludes the recently re-invent-
ed visitor centre, Newgrange 
and Knowth.

My most recent visit to Brú na 
Bóinne was actually my third 
time to be at the site. (And yes, 
I’d happily go back again.) My 
first impression this time was 
that the changes to the visitor 
centre have made that place 
nothing short of spectacular.

They have completely 

re-imagined the educational 
space, offering a walk-through 
experience that thoroughly 
orients the visitor to the story 
of the passage tombs and the 
people who laboriously con-
structed them.

The exhibits also offer clues 
but no solutions to the mys-
teries of the elaborate, geo-
metric and circular carvings 
that adorn both the exterior 
and interior of the tombs. We 
can only speculate as to the 
details of the belief systems 
of these ancient ancestors of 
ours but these sites offer clear 
evidence that they did, in fact, 
believe.

And the exhibits also under-
score the amazing scientific 
knowledge these Neolithic 
people had in constructing 
Newgrange to align with the 
winter solstice, in transport-
ing the enormous stones that 
surround the structures and 
in building these remarkable 
passages.

If you plan to vist Brú na 
Bóinne, book ahead. The 
guardians of Newgrange and 
its neighbours are very com-
mitted to protecting their 
treasures. Visitor numbers 
are limited. The only access is 
via the visitor centre (ticketed 
entrance only), then by bus 
to the two most usual sites – 
Knowth and Newgrange. Your 
visit there is strictly timed.

The guides are great – lead-
ing you around the features 
at Knowth and taking you 
deep into the passage tomb at 
Newgrange.

It’s one of those rare opportu-
nities to not only experience 

significant history – you can-
not escape a feeling of sheer 
amazement, perhaps even 
awe, at the accomplishments 
of these ancient builders, 
craftspersons, artists and arti-
sans who worked together as 
a community to build some-
thing we still don’t come close 
to understanding.

Brú na Bóinne is a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site and en-
tirely deserves the honour.

When you are in the area 
there are several other local 
attractions, although none 
as utterly impressive as the 
passage tombs. For instance, 
only nine minutes away is the 
site of the Battle of the Boyne 
(1690), which pitted the forc-
es of deposed King James II of 
England and Ireland against 
King William II of England 
and Scotland. It’s a complicat-
ed bit of history but the site 
is interesting and the walled 
garden, unrelated to war and 
conflict, is really good.

Half an hour west is the 
charming town of Kells, where 
the famed “Book of Kells” was 
kept for a period. St. Colum-
ba’s Church in Kells, still a 
functioning place of worship, 
sits on an original monastic 
site. You can see ancient Celt-
ic crosses, a monk’s tower and 
inside the church, a fine repli-
ca of the Book of Kells.

Less than half an hour south-
west of Newgrange is the Hill 
of Tara, reputed to be where 
the High Kings of Ireland 
were crowned. A few minutes 
west of Tara is the town of 
Trim, home of Trim Castle.

In short, you can spend sev-
eral wonderful days in the 
neighbourhood of New-
grange, one of the “must-see” 
sites of the world.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

An utterly unique job – cutting the grass atop a stone age passage tomb.

COLUMN —
OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Mystery and wonder, in the dark

By Paul Knowles

A smaller tomb at Knowth.
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COLUMN —
FROM THE GARDEN: Easter’s Passion Flower

We associate certain plants 
and flowers with different 
seasons and holidays. For 
spring, many of us think of 
the snow drops or crocus as 
one of the first flowers in our 
garden. And then there are 
the bright yellow daffodils, 
colourful tulips and the fra-
grant hyacinths. The white 
lily is usually the most pop-
ular floral symbol for Eas-
ter. But for some people, the 
passion flower is held in the 
highest regard of their Chris-
tian faith for Easter.

When I worked in a local 
greenhouse some years ago, 
I was helping an elderly gen-
tleman with some of the trop-
ical plants. We came across 
the passion flower, Passiflo-
ra, in bloom. He asked me if I 
knew the story of this special 
flower. When I answered no, 
he began to share what was 
taught to him when he was 
a young boy in church about 

Easter. It seems that the pas-
sion flower refers to the pas-
sion of Jesus in Christian the-
ology. This wise and knowl-
edgeable gardener went on to 
tell me what this unique plant 
meant to him.

He explained the flower 
has five sepals and five pet-
als, which to him represents 
the ten faithful apostles that 
didn’t betrayed Jesus. And the 
circle of tiny filaments is the 
crown of thorns that the Bi-
ble says Jesus wore. He con-
tinued to describe the three 
stamens symbolize the three 
crosses or some may say they 
are the three nails and then, 
the five anthers represents 
the five wounds of Jesus. The 
unique lobed leaf symboliz-
es the spear that went into 
Jesus’ side. Seeing that the 
passion flower normally lasts 
for three days, he told me that 
stands for the three days Je-
sus spent in the tomb.

Throughout Europe, since 
the 16th century, the pas-
sion flower has been given 
many names, such as ‘Christ’s 
thorn’, ‘crown of thorns’ and 
‘Jesus’ passion’. But outside 
the Christian community, the 
passion flower also takes on 
other meanings. For instance 
in Israel, it is known as the 
‘clock flower’, in Japan as the 
‘clock plant’ and in many oth-

er countries in the world it 
represents something unique 
to those cultures.

Passiflora incarnata, is in a 
genus of about 550 species of 
flowering plants. This variety 
is one of the hardiest species. 
It is debatable for this area. It 
is considered a perennial for 
gardening zones 6 to 9 so it 
should be treated as a tropi-
cal here. It thrives with lots of 
sunlight and grows as a vine 

with palmate 3-lobed and 
occasionally 5-lobed leaves. 
In its native habitant, the 
unique bluish-purple flowers 
are pollinated by insects such 
as bumblebees and carpenter 
bees to produce a fleshy fruit, 
about the size of a hen’s egg, 
known as a maypop, and are 
very popular with the wild-
life. This variety is also con-
sidered an herb. It is an im-
portant sedative used to treat 

insomnia, anxiety, restless-
ness, and nervous disorders 
and incorporated in many 
commercial products.

Easter’s passion flower is spe-
cial and significant to many 
people here and through-
out the world. For me, it re-
minds me of that wise elderly 
gardener who taught me so 
much. Maybe it will become 
one of your favourites for the 
spring season.

By Nancy Abra

Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem on a donkey’s colt 
evoked great curiosity and ex-
citement. (Matthew 21:1-11) 
“Who is this?” people asked. 
What a brilliant choice he 
made to ride on a humble don-
key. Riding on a horse would 
have signalled that he was 
a conquering king, ready to 
overthrow the oppressive Ro-
man regime and liberate the 
Jewish people. Many people 
expected him to be that kind 

of Messiah. But that was not 
who he was.

Jesus was not who people 
thought he was. He came to 
usher in a new way of being, 
based on radical divine love - 
love of neighbour and enemy. 
He was human but also fully 
connected to his divinity.

Are we also not mistaken in 
our identity? Usually others 
identify us based on externals 
such as appearance, gender, 
age, occupation, income, fam-
ily status or worldly success. 
But these things constantly 
change, and so how can they 
reflect who we truly are in our 
deepest essence, which comes 
from our divine and change-
less origin?

Today in the news, we hear 
mostly about all the terrible 
things happening in the world 
such as violence, climate di-
sasters, poverty and human 

rights abuses. But beneath 
all this turbulence, I see a 
quiet evolution taking place 
where more and more people 
are waking up to their higher 
selves. They are learning to 
live their lives more in love 
than in fear and more in ser-
vice to others than centered 
on self.

I don’t have much hard ev-
idence to back this up, but I 
have heard story after story 
both on the internet and from 
what people have shared with 
me personally, stories of how 
people are waking up to their 
true authentic selves. Some-
times this happens after they 
have gone through a life crisis 
such as a severe illness or a 
major loss. Are there enough 
people making this transition 
to make a real difference in 
the world? Not yet, but I am 
convinced that a slow shift is 
taking place from fear to love, 

as more and more people are 
learning to live their lives, 
trusting in divine guidance. 
For me, chronic pain is my 
teacher, teaching me daily to 
let go and trust God whenever 
fear arises.

 I will give you two examples 
of people who went through 
major life transformations. 
One was a very dear friend 
of mine, now deceased. She 
overcame many obstacles in 
her life including an abusive 
childhood, a traumatic first 
marriage and recovery from 
alcoholism. Denise was one of 
the most joyful, peaceful and 
loving human beings I have 
ever met.  She radiated this 
peace and love to everyone 
she met and made a real dif-
ference in many people’s lives.

 Another example is Father 
Gregory Boyle, a Jesuit priest 
and founder of Homeboy In-

dustries in L.A., an organi-
zation devoted to the reha-
bilitation of gang members 
caught in the vicious cycle of 
violence. As well as provid-
ing many practical services, 
Father Boyle offered uncon-
ditional love to these tough 
gang members who are feared 
by most people. They in turn 
passed it on to others. Love 
really can heal.

These two people followed 
their hearts and we can too. 
Lent can be a time to reflect 
on who we truly are and what 
the unique gifts are that we 
have to offer the world. It 
doesn’t have to be something 
big. The important thing is not 
just what we do, but that our 
actions come from the heart. 
Whatever we do from a place 
of love will benefit others and 
ourselves. May God’s love and 
light guide each one of us on 
our journey.

LENTEN REFLECTIONS: Mistaken Identity

By Ione Grover
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SPONSORED BY:
McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St E
Founding and Forever partner of 

Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the Stonetown 
Crier on Page 5
St. Marys Library events – See Page 24
Friday, March 31
- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog lunch at Noon
- A.N.A.F. meat draw  – 6 pm
 Mudmen concert at the Town Hall – doors open 7:30 
pm, show at 8 pm
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Leamington Flyers at the PRC 
– 7:30 pm
Saturday, April 1
- Town of St. Marys open house at the former 
Mercury Theatre building, 14 Church St N – 9 to 11 am
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 pm
Sunday, April 2
- Purple Hill Special Opry Show – 2 pm
Monday, April 3
- Thorndale Lions Club Easter Bingo at the Thorndale 
Community Centre – 7 pm
Thursday, April 6
- Community Coffee & Chat at the St. James Anglican 
Church Parish Hall – 1:30 to 3:30 pm

THE WEEK AHEADTHE WEEK AHEAD

Estate Planning is 
essential to ensure 

that your last wishes 
are followed. 

See us to make certain things 
are in order
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Easter can be a hectic 
holiday, but it doesn’t 
have to be with these 
two easy, prep the 
night before brunch 
recipes. I don’t often 
make casseroles, but I 
do appreciate them on 
a long weekend as it 
gives me more time to 
spend with family, to 
relax and to focus on 
the main event: supper.

The eggs benedict cas-
serole featured this 
week is just as tasty as 
the classic without the 
hassle. Simply assem-
ble the night ahead and 
bake the next morning 
for a savoury and ele-
gant brunch. The same 
can be said for the 
blueberry French toast 
casserole - the cream 
cheese and berry com-
bination make it almost 

like a dessert!

Eggs Benedict Casse-
role

Prep: 25m + Chilling 
Bake: 45m Serves: 12

12 oz peameal bacon, 
chopped or protein 
of your choice (I like 
smoked salmon)

6 English muffins, split 
and cut into 1” pieces

8 large eggs

2 c of 2% milk

1 tsp onion powder

¼ tsp paprika

Hollandaise sauce:

4 large egg yolks

½ c heavy whipping 
cream

2 tbsp lemon juice

1 tsp Dijon mustard

½ c butter, melted

Minced chives, optional

Method:

-Place half the bacon 
or protein of choice in 
a greased 13x6” baking 
dish. Top with English 
muffins and remain-
ing protein. In a large 
bowl, whisk the eggs, 
milk and onion powder, 
pour overtop. Refriger-

ate, covered overnight.

-Preheat oven to 375°. 
Remove casserole from 
refrigerator while oven 
heats. Sprinkle the top 
with paprika. Bake, 
covered, 35m. Uncov-
er and bake 10-15m 
longer or until a knife 
inserted in the middle 
comes out clean.

-In the top of a dou-
ble broiler or a metal 
bowl over simmering 
water, whisk egg yolks, 
cream, lemon juice, and 
mustard until blend-
ed. Cook until mixture 
is just thick enough to 
coat a metal spoon and 
temperature reach-
es 160° whisking con-
stantly. Reduce heat to 
very low. Very slowly 
drizzle in warm melt-
ed butter, whisking 
constantly. Serve sauce 
immediately with cas-
serole, add chopped 
chives if desired.

Tips:

-To thin the hollan-
daise, add more lem-
on juice or a splash of 
water. To thicken, add 
more melted butter.

-You can store leftovers 
covered in the fridge 

for 2-3 days.

- You can also add as-
paragus, different 
cheeses, nutmeg or oth-
er forms of protein to 
the eggs benedict. I for 
example love smoked 
salmon.

Blueberry French 
Toast

Prep: 30m + Chilling 
Bake: 55m Serves: 6

12 slices day-old white 
bread, crusts removed 
(or bread of your 
choice, I like sourdough 
or brioche)

2 packages cream 
cheese

1c fresh or frozen blue-
berries

12 large eggs, lightly 
beaten

2c of 2% milk

1/3c maple syrup

Sauce:

1 c sugar

1 c water

2 tbsp cornstarch

1 tsp lemon juice

1 c fresh or frozen 
blueberries

1 tbsp butter

Method:

- Cut bread into 1” 
cubes, place half in a 
greased 13x9” baking 
dish. Cut cream cheese 
into 1” cubes and place 
over bread. Top with 
blueberries and re-
maining bread cubes.

-Whisk the eggs, milk, 
and syrup in a large 
bowl. Pour over bread 
mixture. Cover and re-
frigerate 8 hours or 
overnight.

- Remove from refrig-
erator for 30m before 
baking. Preheat oven to 
350° and bake, covered 
for 30m. Uncover and 
bake for 25-30 more 
minutes until a knife 
inserted in the centre 
comes out clean.

- Combine sugar, water, 
cornstarch, lemon juice 
in a small saucepan 
until smooth. Bring to a 
boil over medium heat 
and cook, stirring until 
thickened, 3m. Stir in 
blueberries and bring 
to a boil. Reduce heat 
and simmer until ber-
ries burst, 8-10m. Re-
move from heat, stir in 
butter and serve with 
French toast casserole.

Tip:

- If using frozen blue-
berries, do not thaw.

- You can opt for 1 
package of cream 
cheese and increase 
the amount of blueber-
ries if you wish.

Enjoy!

WHAT'S FOR DINNER: Overnight Easter Brunch Recipes

By Lauren Eedy
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

A Watermelon

You GO at red and 

you STOP at green. 

What am I? 

Melany Smith (10)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 

appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Riddles
How do you make a 

hot dog stand?

Steal its chair.

How do you make an 
egg laugh?

 Tell it a yolk.

 What did the 
mother broom say to 

the baby broom?

It’s time to go to 
sweep.

What do bees do 
with their honey?

They cell it.

Why was Cinderella 
thrown off the 

basketball team?

She ran away from 
the ball.

What do you call a 
pig that does karate?

A pork chop.

What do you call 

a song sung in an 
automobile?

A cartoon.

How do you fix a 
broken gorilla?

With a monkey 
wrench

What did the dog 
say to the little child 

pulling his tail?

This is the end of 
me.

What happens to 
the duck who flies 

upside down?

He quacks up

What horse never 
goes out in the day 

time?

A night mare

Why don’t pigs drive 
cars?

They would hog the 
road

- Word Search -

Cookbook club

Kids Trivia

Book club

Storytime

Spice club

Movie in the 
park

Writing club

Earlyon Visit

Play and read

Kayak rentals

Living library 
events

ST. MARYS PUBLIC LIBRARY PROGRAMS

Word List

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

Another member of the Young family is 
LUCY, an 11 1/2 yr old domestic short hair 

who loves napping in her condo by the 
living room window in the morning sun, 

chasing that annoying little red dot (laser 
pointer) around the house and curling up 
with her humans for extra long cuddles.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is 
pleased to be the sponsor of the 

April is the beginning of Parasite 
Prevention Month - including Fleas/

Ticks/Heartworm & Intestinal 
parasites. Stay tuned each week for 
valuable facts to keep your pet safe.

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

PET OF THE WEEK

 

 

 

 

 

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com
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HOSTING UKRAINE: Seniors
By VJ Knutson

“My children want me to move close to them.”  It’s a 
common topic of conversation for seniors.  My own 
daughter has suggested I could live in an apart-
ment “just around the corner” and “pop by anytime.”  
Sounds ideal…for her.

Those of us of a certain age, have re-established 
ourselves post careers and raising children.  We 
have found interests, joined clubs, become active in 
our church or volunteer work, and built a friendly 
community of supports.  Uprooting to live closer to 
our children, while it appeals at a heart level, means 
giving up a lot.

At the same time, there is the recognition that our 
energy, our health, and our capabilities are waning, 
and it begs the question:  What comes next?  Fear is 
a natural response.

Throw in the complication of war, and I can only 
imagine the decision-making process is even more 
riddled with ‘what ifs’.  Five seniors have made the 
choice of immigrating to our area.  Two alone, three 
with family.  From this Grandmother’s perspective, 
it’s a brave and inspiring act.

Bonnie and Chuck Forron, in Granton, have recently 
welcomed their second Ukrainian family, consisting 
of Mom Iryna, son Maksym, and Grandma Liudmy-
la.  Anticipating their arrival, Bonnie did much re-
search into how to help her aging guest.  Would her 
drugs be covered?  It appears so.  Would she have 
access to Old Age Security?  No.  Ontario Works of-
fers some monies, but it is minimal and must be re-
applied for often.

Bonnie writes of Liudmyla that “she was a head 
chef before retiring.”  She decided to accompany her 
daughter to Canada to assist with childcare.  I know 
it couldn’t have been an easy choice.  But Liudmyla, 
like so many others, is making the best of her new 
life, and the Forrons are benefitting.  “She spends 
several hours a day trying to learn English and 

spoiling us with delicious meals and treats.”  (Photo 
displays one of her creations)

Another Liudmyla has joined her daughter and 
grandson in Exeter.   Heidi and Harold’s current 
guest family have brought their mom along as well.  
Recently, Bonnie arranged for the seniors to meet 
for coffee at the Snapping Turtle.  Lesia stopped by 
after her shift at the Independent.

Lesia, like the other Liudmyla, who has been hosted 
twice in St Marys, came on their own.

“Do you think your mom will ever come?”  I ask an-
other Ukrainian family.  The response is a hard no.  
She is too set in her ways, they say.

Meanwhile, at our house, Lesia and I continue to 
knit, and have recently started painting togeth-
er.  She is taking English classes five times a week.  
Last weekend, we took her into London for the Food 
Handling Course.

“Look at all you are doing,” I remarked the other day.

Lesia smiled broadly.  If anyone had told me I’d 
move to another continent and do the things I’m 
doing at my age, I wouldn’t have believed them, she 
communicated through the Google Translate app.  
We both laughed.

No kidding.  Not sure I’d be as positive about it all 
as she is, but then, that is the thing about having 
lived this long:  most of us have had to re-create 
ourselves at some point.  Some challenges more 
taxing than others, of course.

Till next time.

(Correction to ESL class schedule:  Monday evening 
classes with Barb are by request only.  Call Barb 
ahead of time if you would like to attend.  Wednes-
day and Friday classes will continue as drop-in and 
Lorna will be present to work with beginners. Lo-
cation:  St Marys Presbyterian Church, 147 Widder 
St E.)

Sudoku

Id: 53728

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 30

5 6 2
4 8 1 6

7 8 3 1
2 4 8 7

5 7 8 9 6 3
6 4 2

2 1 6
1

8 7

Solution
7 1 5 9 6 3 2 8 4

4 3 8 1 2 5 6 9 7

6 9 2 4 7 8 3 5 1

1 2 9 6 3 4 8 7 5

5 4 7 8 1 2 9 6 3

8 6 3 7 5 9 1 4 2

2 8 4 5 9 1 7 3 6

9 7 1 3 4 6 5 2 8

3 5 6 2 8 7 4 1 9

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

FERN PRIDHAM – Broker
519 274 2885

fernpridham@gmail.com

Solutions on page 27

www.samshomehardware.com 

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6  
Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

STARTING APRIL 4 

Andrew L. Hodges  
Funeral Home Ltd.�

Serving St. Marys and area since 2003

47 Wellington Street South, St. Marys
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

519-284-2820

Offering personal and affordable funeral options,  
including burial, cremation and donation to science. 

Price list and preplanning information always  
available on our website or contact us  
to meet in person to discuss your wishes. 
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A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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For Hall Rentals 
call 519-271-5343

Sun. March 19 - Hunter Reid, Stratford  $50.00

Mon. March 20 - Jackie Quipp, Stratford  $50.00

Tues. March 21 - Amy Van De Kemp, Embro  $50.00

Wed. March 22 - Vikki Cli�ord, Berryton, NB  $50.00

Thur. March 23 - Rick & Amy King, Embro  $50.00

Fri. March 24 - Darlene Roger, Kirkton  $50.00

Sat. March 25 - Darlene Pullen, St. Marys  $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
 www.fraserpaving.ca

COLUMN —

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

Our next Living Library instalment is “A Poetry Cel-
ebration with the St. Marys Poetry Cricle”. On April 
14th at 7:00pm, join us at the Friendship Centre (in 
the PRC) for a special Poetry Month event in which 
members of the Poetry Circle will read their poems 
from “The Minimalist Eye”, a book and exhibit in-
spired by the photography of Tim Young, in collab-
oration with The St. Marys Station Gallery. A panel 
discussion moderated by Library CEO Sarah An-
drews will follow and refreshments will be served. 
Free tickets are available at the Library. Admission 
at the door will be pending availability.

This Week’s Recommendation 

Easter is just around the corner which means that 

our Easter books are back in circulation. One of 
our favourite titles is “The Easter Egg” by Jan Brett. 
This delightful story follows a young rabbit named 
Hoppi who gets inspired by fellow artists as he pre-
pares to decorate his first-ever Easter egg. As with 
all of Jan Brett’s books, the illustrations are truly 
gorgeous and will leave you wanting to take in ev-
ery exquisite detail. You can find “The Easter Egg” 
in our Easter display by the Queen Street entrance.

Up This Week

Friday, Mar. 31st: Open 10:30am-5:00pm

Saturday, Apr. 1st: Open 10:00am-4:00pm

Monday, Apr. 3rd: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Tuesday, Apr. 4th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Wednesday, Apr. 5th: Play and Read (9:30am), Mah-
jong! (2:00pm), Writing Club (6:00pm)

Thursday, Apr. 6th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Straight from the Shelves

THANK YOU

Annis
I wish to thank my family, friends and neighbours, 
for your kind condolences, flowers, cards, phone 
calls, gifts and hugs. A special thank you to the 
pallbearers that helped make Ken’s last journey so 
peaceful. 
Special thank you to my neighbour Gord for keep-
ing my driveway clear from snow. Another thank 
you to Ken and my friend Allen for driving us 
around for the last 2 ½ years. 
Also thank you to Pastor Doug Loveday and An-
drew Hodges Funeral Home. Thank you all again 
for making my lonely time a little easier to get 
through. Another special thank you to my brother 
for coming from England to be with me at this sad 
time.
Phyllis Annis and family. 

Happy 60th Anniversary 
Winston & Donna

60TH ANNIVERSARY

What a great inspiration you are to your family…you 
are such an big part of our life and we are so blessed 

to have you as parents, grandparents and great-
grandparents.

Love Terry & Bev, Nathan & Rebecca, Matt & Amanda, 
Mackenzie, Graylyn, Harley Mae, Hayden & Waylon

Proudly serving the community
for nearly 20 years!

Please contact Norraine Galloway,
Your water treatment specialist.

519.871.8069
Norraine.galloway@culliganwater.ca

Dr. Michael Nixon and Dr. Karl Weselan

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later 
appointment times three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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LOOKING
BACK

Car caught down under
By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1998)

A total of $3,925 was raised from the February 28 Sno-Pitch 
tournament in St. Marys and has been donated to Ronald 
McDonald House in London. The Seahawks and MacIn-
drivers men’s slow pitch teams sponsor the popular tourna-
ment each winter. Representing the two teams at last week’s 
cheque presentation were Gary Near, Steve Jackson, Glenn 
Bailey, Mark Turner, Dave Near, and Matt Walsh.

The recent addition of a designated smoking area in the 
parking lot at St. Marys DCVI has been a success thus far, ac-
cording to both the principal and some students. In 1995 the 
provincial government passed legislation making it illegal 
to smoke on school property. This resulted in many students 
congregating at the James Street curb, causing visibility 
problems for anyone trying to exit the parking lot. The Town 
recently leased a section of land from the school for the pur-
pose of creating a safer smoking area for staff and students.

Australian visitor Matt Bradshaw had some tough luck on 
Saturday. While he and a friend were canoeing from Mitchell 
to St. Marys, a wind and rain storm hit, toppling a tree onto 
his car which was parked at the Flats. Some local good Sa-
maritans helped out, however, and he was able to drive the 
car to Toronto to catch a plane back to Australia. He and his 
hosts, the Slaters, were grateful for the assistance.

50 years ago (1973)

Eight new homes in the first cul-de-sac for Trifid Develop-
ments on the former Sparling farm, East Ward, are expected 
to be completed by June. Seven building permits have been 
issued for the area, to be known as Ethel Court, with the 
eighth to be issued in the near future.

Hosing off the dusty sidewalks has been the practice started 
again this past week by several downtown storekeepers.

Edward Joseph Schmidt, Ancaster, began duties as a Con-
stable with the St. Marys Police Department on Wednesday. 
Const. Schmidt has several years experience in municipal 
police work and is married with one daughter.

Tracey Stollery has returned to the home of her grandpar-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Sgariglia, following a knee operation in St. 
Joseph’s Hospital, London.

75 years ago (1948)

Snowdrops appeared in at least one local garden this week.

Small streams of this district are filled with suckers and oth-
er fish going upstream to spawn.

The bicycle craze has seized the younger generation as it 
always does in springtime. Children should be warned about 
the dangers of dodging and other perplexing antics on the 
streets, the causes of many grey hairs among motorists.

The suggestion of having the town dumping grounds moved 
to the North Ward was too much for the citizens on the frosty 
side of this bailiwick and they wasted no time in getting a 
petition circulating against such a proposed move.

100 years ago (1923)

Of all the successful banquets held in the Stone Town for 
some years, the Board of Trade function in the Windsor Ho-
tel on Thursday evening easily ranks first. Not only was the 
number of guests largely increased, but the programme was 
exceptionally interesting and provided everyone present 
with ample enjoyment.

The merchants of the town attended a meeting in the 
Town Hall on Wednesday morning to discuss the matter 
of Wednesday half-holidays. After a lively discussion as to 
whether five or six months’ holidays should be adopted, it 
was finally decided to continue the same as last year, namely 
during May, June, July, August and September.

Attention athletic girls - after a hard game it is not only the 
delicate fragrance of Baby’s Own Soap which pleases, but 
also the wonderful restfulness imparted by its refreshing 
lather.

HELP WANTED
CASCADES CONTAINERBOARD 

PACKAGING - ST. MARYS
a division of Cascades Canada ULC

is looking for 

 Production Summer Student
Reporting to the Shift Lead, the Production Summer Student is 
responsible for assisting with set-up, operation, cleanup, and 
recommending improvements to operations. This is a rotating 
continental shift including evenings and weekends. Shifts are 
12 hours long.  
The starting wage is $19.00 an hour. There are ample 
opportunities to get involved, learn and grow with 
Cascades. Located in St. Mary's Ontario. This job is 
recognized under National Occupational Classification.
Job Responsibilities:
The successful candidate will be responsible for the following:
- Feed the machines and assist with setting-up various sections 
on machine accurately in accordance with proper setup 
techniques.
- Obtain order and verify stock specifications and condition.
- Monitor box quality, and report any quality problems to the 
Operator.
- Complete necessary administrative duties and reports in an 
accurate and timely manner.
- Assist operators with job duties on machine.
- Turn in maintenance orders to shift lead for repairs.
- Be proactive in the maintenance of equipment.
- Comply with all company policies and procedures, including 
conduct, Health & Safety and maintaining good housekeeping, 
as well as all government regulations.
- Additional duties related to or not related to this job classifica-
tion as assigned by shift lead

Job Types: Full-time, Permanent
Salary: $19.00 per hour

Apply: Resumes can be sent to erin_boyd@cascades.com 

START 
A CAREER 
WITH US

Chartered Professional Accountant 

NOW HIRING
Receptionist/Admin/Clerk

Accounting and tax practice needs a front desk person for 
receptionist and administrative duties as well as input of 
client accounting and tax records, banking, accounts 
receivable, and accounts payable.  As well as keep supplies 
stocked and cleaning duties.

This position has generally flexible hours July through 
January (ie. less than full-time hours), and full-time 
February to June with extended hours throughout our busy 
season. 

The successful candidate must be friendly and personable, 
professional, detail oriented, good with numbers, and have 
strong computer skills, good organization skills, and able to 
multi-task in fast-paced environments. The position 
requires someone who is self-motivated, and able to work 
both independently and as part of a team.

Outlook and Excel and Word knowledge is required.  
Working knowledge of Simply Accounting, Quickbooks, 
and basic accounting knowledge would be considered 
strong assets, although we are willing to train the right 
person.  

Being able to maintain the absolute privacy and 
confidentiality of client matters is paramount.

Willing to start immediately, or for the right person within 
two weeks.

Please drop off your resume at Daryl McClure & 
Co CPA Professional Corporation 

119 Water St S, St. Marys, or email to 
success@mcclureandco.com, or fax to 

519-284-2878.

  No phone calls please.

We thank you for your interest, but only those selected 
for an interview will be contacted.

J. MARSHALL 
& COMPANY INC.
PARTY RENTALS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

HELP WANTED,
FULL AND PART TIME 

WORKERS
- STUDENTS WELCOME

- ASSIST INSTALLING PARTY TENTS
UNTIL LATE NOVEMBER
- START $23 PER HOUR,

BONUS BASED ON DEPENDABILITY 
& WORK PERFORMANCE

CALL 519-225-2345 or EMAIL 
j.marshall@quadro.net

Have you been affected by 
someone else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups can help YOU! Monday, Friday 
& Saturday. Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or 519-271-7755
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICIAN

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

519-284-2221• BINS-R-US
Formerly known as

St. Marys Lugger Service

PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

PAINTING

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations

MORTGAGE

SENIORS

TRAVEL

TREE SERVICECLEANING

FINANCIAL
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TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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SEAMSTRESS
���������������������
�����������������������

���������������
���������������������������

�����������������������������

�������
��

INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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MUSIC
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peakselectrealty@gmail.com
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245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!
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Head O�ce: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 TICO 
#50010159 | Phone: (519) 284-2332

Branch O�ce: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 TICO 

#50025796 | Phone: (226) 333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL
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SCOTT BICKELL PAINTING AND

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Call or Text at: 519 - 276 - 7816

Email at: sbics00@gmail.com

Call for a free quote!

 

Find me on           

PAINTING    FLOORING    TRIM WORK    DRYWALL   
 

REPAIR & MORE
 

PRINTING

36 Water St. S, St.. Marys  

519-284-0041  
indyoiceandprint@gmail.com

RETAIL
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Available now:
Ladies jockey briefs, buttons, gutermann 
thread, DMC embroidery floss, and more. My Inspiration, Learning, Enjoyment & Success

(226) 921-1758 
mvallance@rogers.com
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QUIZ ANSWERS
1)Mercury and Venus.

2)Pennsylvania

3)Prince William

4)The Shining

5)John Ronald Reuel

6)Don Quixote

7)Tesla 

8)Fermentation 

9)Israel 

10)Eldrick 

CLASSIFIED ADS
Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display 
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call 
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Wanted
Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s
Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular inter-
est. Diamond Dogs Vinyl - 114 Ontario St., Stratford 226-972-5750

CLASSIFIED ADS

For Rent
Downtown apt, 3 story walk-up, 3 bedroom, wifi, laundry, util, 
parking included Call 519-697-4985

Wanted
A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes. 
Phone 519-284-3774

Local Lawn Cutting
Prefer larger lawns. Insured, reliable service, fair prices
Call 519-933-8636 

Wanted to buy
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko 
pops and stamps.   Highest prices paid.  Free appraisals.  Call 
or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

For Rent
Downtown 1 bedroom apt in St. Marys, on second floor. 
Completely renovated with new kitchen, bathroom and flooring. 
$1,400 month plus hydro. 
Call 519-662-2914 

For Rent
Apartment for rent: 2 bed, 1 bath. Main floor with large deck, 
backyard, and front porch. Has in-suite laundry, wood floors 
and central AC. Heat and water included. 2 car parking. 
$2100/month. Salina St S. Available May 1st  647-391-3541

For Sale
CPAP machine –Nasal Mask for people suffering with sleep 
apnea, like new with new head gear. Must be seen.
Call 519-284-4068 

Wanted
Quiet mature woman looking for a room rental for self and 
small dog work full time locally; would consider some psw work 
in exchange for reduced rent. Call Kim 519-871-0706

Wanted
Looking for a psw companion for my 31 year old daughter.  4 
hours a week and some overnights.  $25.00 per hour to start 
plus mileage costs.  If interested please contact Colleen
at 416-460-4572.

Help Wanted
Full time veterinary receptionist needed for Thorndale Animal 
Hospital. Veterinary experience preferred. Starting May 15, 
2023. Email resume to yourpet@thorndaleanimalhospital.com

RUN YOUR CLASSIFIED AD HERE 

FOR JUST $10 PER WEEK

Sudoku

Id: 53728

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 30

5 6 2
4 8 1 6

7 8 3 1
2 4 8 7

5 7 8 9 6 3
6 4 2

2 1 6
1

8 7

Solution
7 1 5 9 6 3 2 8 4

4 3 8 1 2 5 6 9 7

6 9 2 4 7 8 3 5 1

1 2 9 6 3 4 8 7 5

5 4 7 8 1 2 9 6 3

8 6 3 7 5 9 1 4 2

2 8 4 5 9 1 7 3 6

9 7 1 3 4 6 5 2 8

3 5 6 2 8 7 4 1 9

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

OBITUARY

McIntosh
It is with overwhelming sad-
ness we announce the pass-
ing of Terry Wayne McIntosh 
at the Stratford General Hos-
pital in his 69th year after a 
brief time of illness. 
A loving and dedicated father 
to Travis McIntosh and Brit-
tany McIntosh (Bill Kaczor). 
Sadly, he was predeceased 

by son Wesley McIntosh. Much loved son of Laurine 
McIntosh (nee Cooke) and the late Oliver McIntosh 
both lifetime residents of Fullarton Township. 
Terry will be greatly missed by his sisters Cathy 
Graham (Joe), Karen (Shelley M.) and Mary Ellen 
McIntosh as well as brothers Doug (Donna) and David 
McIntosh. His aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, neph-
ews and extended family in the United States as well 
as by the many people whose lives he touched will 
also miss him. 
He had many professions in his life. Being a gradu-
ate of Centralia Agricultural College in Exeter, Terry 
started his path on the farm and eventually found his 
passion in the financial world as an advisor. He was a 
dedicated employee with a strong work ethic and fully 
enjoyed what he did and those he met in his day. 
His adventurous spirit led him to travel many places 
around the world, golf a FEW courses and even take 
up curling of late. Terry loved the beach and sound of 
the ocean as his many travels often brought him to 
these places. 
Visitation will be held at St. Marys United Church, 
85 Church Street South, St. Marys on Monday, April 
3, 2023 from 1 p.m. until the time of the Memorial 
Service at 2 pm with Pastor Frank Struth officiating. 
A reception will follow in the Church Hall. Interment 
in Avonbank Cemetery at a later date. Memorial do-
nations may be made to the Canadian Mental Health 
Association or the Canadian Cancer Society. Online 
condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

OBITUARY

Cathcart
Aveleigh Cathcart (nee Kneitl), 
passed away peacefully at 
Jessica’s House Hospice in 
Exeter, Ontario, March 24, 
2023 in her 90th year. Ave-
leigh was the beloved wife of 
Robert for 65 years. 
Aveleigh is survived by her 
children David (Lynn) and 
Jean Byrnes, grandchildren 

Nicole (Josh) Ritter, Michelle (Johnnie) Stribbell, Na-
than (Natalie) Byrnes, John (Nicole) Cathcart, Ryan 
(Sarah) Byrnes, Laurel (Tomislav) Gavran, Logan 
(Riley) Byrnes, and Graham Byrnes. Aveleigh was a 
proud Great Nana to 7 great-grandchildren. Survived 
also by brother John (Marilyn) Kneitl of Rockwood, 
Ontario. 
Aveleigh was born in Stratford and raised her family 
in Stoney Creek, retiring in St. Marys. She was a life 
long member of IODE and the Church of the Redeem-
er in Stoney Creek. Cremation has taken place. An 
entombment of ashes at the Avondale Cemetery in 
Stratford, Ontario will take place at a later date. 
The family would like to thank Dr. Sarah Donaldson, 
the Nurses of Care Partners, and the professional 
staff at Jessica’s House Hospice for all the care and 
support shown to Bob, Ave and family. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made to SickKids. Arrange-
ments with the Andrew L. Hodges Funeral Home, St. 
Marys with online condolences at www.hodgesfuner-
alhome.ca.

Call 519-284-0041 or email
info@stmarysindependent.com for details.

Hiring paper deliverersHiring paper deliverers  
We have paper routes available:

- Thomas Street
- Ontario Street South / Jones Street West 

If you're interested please contact us.

St. St. Marys IndependentMarys Independent

70 Wellington St. N

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS SALE 
(RETURNING TO AFRICA)

Thurs March 30, Fri March 31, Sat April 1
10 AM – 5 PM each day
Everything must go!

For info call 519-276-1930 
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EGYPTROCKIESPORTUGALNEWFOUNDLAND

October 2024October 2024
August 2024August 2024

ITALY IRELANDGALAPAGOS SCOTLAND
April 2024April 2024 June 2024June 2024May 2024May 2024 June 2024June 2024

September 2024September 2024 September 2024September 2024

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4  Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4  
TICO #50010159TICO #50010159

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9
TICO #50025796TICO #50025796

St. Marys 519-284-2332 | New Hamburg 226-333-9939St. Marys 519-284-2332 | New Hamburg 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.comwww.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

Galapagos – April 2024Galapagos – April 2024

Italy – May 2024Italy – May 2024

Ireland – June 2024Ireland – June 2024

Scotland – June 2024Scotland – June 2024

Newfoundland – August 2024Newfoundland – August 2024

Rocky Mountaineer – September 2024Rocky Mountaineer – September 2024

Portugal – September 2024Portugal – September 2024

Egypt – October 2024Egypt – October 2024

Antarctica – January 2025Antarctica – January 2025

Vietnam/Cambodia – January 2025Vietnam/Cambodia – January 2025

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

JOIN ONE OF OUR POPULAR 
GROUP TOURS

Stay tuned for details on upcoming tripsStay tuned for details on upcoming trips


