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United Way
prepares
for Coldest

Night event in
Goderich

KATHLEEN SMITH
Editor

United Way Perth-Huron (UWPH) encourages God-
erich and area residents to bundle up and walk on Febru-
ary 24. The Coldest Night of the Year (CNQY) is a fam-
ily-friendly fundraising event in support of local people
experiencing hurt, hunger and homelessness.

“We’re very excited to have CNOY back for a fifth
year,” said Michelle Millar, UWPH Manager of Commu-
nity Development, Goderich and area.

“Chronic homelessness continues to be a pressing issue
locally, and everyone has embraced Coldest Night and
how we can all play a part in making sure the right sup-
ports are available when people need them.”

The fundraising goal this year is $130,000.

The event this year includes an in-person walk on Feb-
ruary 24, as well as the choice to walk any time, any dis-
tance during the month of February.

For the in-person walk, event check-in begins at 4 p.m.
at the Goderich Legion, with opening ceremonies at 5 p.m.

By walking, participants may better understand the ex-
perience of being on the streets during a cold Canadian
winter, while raising funds to aid UWPH’s local work in
support of the Huron Homelessness Initiative in God-
erich.
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Santa Claus rounds out the Santa Claus parade in Goderich on November 18
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Celebrating Nurse Practitioners
in Goderich

The Maitland Valley Medical Centre recognized all
the dedicated Nurse Practitioners who continuously
ensure residents of Goderich have first-class service.

Nurse Practitioners are on the front lines of health
care, providing patients with access to primary, acute,
long-term and speciality care.

Matt Hoy, Executive Director of Maitland Valley
Family Health Team expressed pleasure of hosting the
recognition event.

“Nurse Practitioners form an integral part of the
health care system and will be even more important
to the health care landscape in the future,” said Hoy.

“We are most fortunate to have such a talented group
of primary care providers in Goderich and area.”

To honour their many contributions to the health of
the community, Goderich recognized the critical role

of Nurse Practitioners as part of the annual Nurse
Practitioner Week from November 12 until November
18.

In November Mayor Trevor Bazinet was given a tour
of the Maitland Valley Medical Centre to provide him
with valuable information about some of the programs
offered at the facility.

“The Town of Goderich is fortunate to have so many
wonderful Nurse Practitioners providing health care
to so many people in need,” said Bazinet.

“It was a pleasure to attend the Maitland Valley Med-
ical Centre to recognize and express my gratitude.”

Currently, more than 4,952 Nurse Practitioners
in Ontario are increasing access to equitable, per-
son-centered, high-quality health care.

CONTINUED TO PAGE 2
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These practitioners are registered nurses
with advanced university education and
experience. They provide a full range of
health care services to individuals, fami-
lies, and communities.

“Nurse Practitioners are on the front
lines of health care delivery,” added Ba-
zinet.

“I do not have a family doctor, but I do
have a Nurse Practitioner, Sharon Moore.
I am thankful for the healthcare she has
provided me over the past several years.”

Nurse Practitioners address needs relat-
ing to a person’s physical or mental health,
gather medical history, explore how an
illness affects a person’s life and family,
offer ways to lead a healthier life, and ed-
ucate people related to their health.

Nurse Practitioners can diagnose, order,
and interpret diagnostic tests, prescribe
complex treatments, and perform special-
ized medical procedures.

Research shows that Nurse Practitioners
improve timely access to high-quality,
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S -

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

RECOGNIZING THE VALUE

Nurse Practitioners during Nurse Practitioner Week all wearing blue in recognition of World Diabetes Day. (L-R): Matt Hoy, Executive Di-
rector, Danielle Lamont (NP Student), Dan Barsky, Kendal Schlosser (Palliative Care Outreach Team), Patricia Robinson, Marie Greer King
(AMGH) , Stephanie Greenfield, Meaghan Ingram, Kari Johnson, Sharon Moore, Irene Brooks, Debbie Selkirk, Mayor Trevor Bazinet.

Nurse Practitioner week is an excellent
time to recognize the value they bring to

health care and to showcase the important
work they do for their communities.

cost-effective care in a broad range of
health care models.

Community invited to provide input on Goderich’s

downtown revitalization

Members of the community
were invited to provide input into
a vision for Goderich’s down-
town streetscape during four
days of consultation scheduled
for November 28 until December
1 at the Goderich Legion.

Town Council recently ap-
proved a recommendation from
the Rebuilding Downtown In-
frastructure Task Force that BM-
ROSS retain GSP Group for its
landscape architecture services.

GSP Group from Kitchener
specializes in planning, urban
design and landscape architec-
ture.

Among its landscape projects
are the Stratford Market Square,
Larch Street Woonerf at Wilfred
Laurier University in Waterloo
and New Amherst Community
in Cobourg.

GSP Group will hold a charette
process, a series of brainstorm-
ing sessions with the groups that

THE BLYTH FESTIVAL PRESENTS
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represent different interests in
the downtown’s design.

Over the four days GSP led a
series of one-hour consultation
sessions with the public, down-
town core property oOwners,
restaurants, offices, retailers,
Town staff and Council. These
meetings result in a draft concept
plan for the landscape architec-
ture.

“This is an important vision-
ing process that will reshape the

heart of our town,” said Trevor
Bazinet, Goderich Mayor.

“While we are doing the nec-
essary work to replace the aging
infrastructure, this is an oppor-
tunity to create a strong vision
for the downtown’s design to suit
the community needs for today
and well into the future.”

The final day of the charette
process is reserved for input into
the draft concept plan, which will
lead to a streetscape concept plan

that will be followed during the
rebuilding of Goderich’s down-
town.

A full meeting schedule is on-
line on the Town’s website.

Goderich Town Council has
approved a plan to complete the
bulk of infrastructure construc-
tion in 2025 and 2026, with final
details completed in time for the
Town’s Bicentennial in 2027.

A HURON
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It’s BACK!

Adapted from

Goderich’s own
John Powers.

“Of all the many versions of

first that is truly moving...”

Playing

Tickets start at $40!
1-877-862-5984

blythfestival.com

CHRISTMAS

the Charles Dickens classic and
directed by Gil Garratt with original music by

Dickens’ story I've seen this is the

- Christopher Hoile, Stage Door

Blyth Memorial Hall
Nov. 30 - Dec. 22, 2023.

Get your tickets by calling

or by visiting to our website

- Goderich Sun
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Salvation Army launches Chrlstmas Kettle Campaign

KATHLEEN SMITH
Editor

The Salvation Army launched its 2023
Christmas Kettle Campaign at Zehrs God-
erich on November 17.

Last year the campaign raised over
$68,000 to support local services. To meet
increasing needs, the goal this year is
$85,000.

Mayor Trevor Bazinet made the first do-
nation of the campaign, along with Zehrs
Manager Jim Bissett.

“We are very grateful for the generous
support of the community as we work to-
gether to meet the increasing need,” said
Captain Joseph Ludlow.

“We are also very grateful for our vol-
unteers who help us make this campaign
possible.”

Money raised during the kettle cam-
paign stays local, helping vital programs
that serve people in need throughout the
whole year.

Funds raised assist people with food,
clothing, and shelter.

As costs continue to increase, so does
the need. Last Christmas the Salvation

CH RISTMAS kETTLE

(KATHLEEN SMITH PHOTO)

The Salvation Army’s Christmas Kettle was launched on November 17 at Goderich Zehrs.
(L-R): Captain Joe Ludlow, Captain Donna Ludlow, Zehrs Manager Jim Bissett, and Mayor

Trevor Bazinet.
Army provided more than 230 Christmas

Hampers and more than 190 Toy Hampers

through the local communities of God-
erich, Clinton, and Kincardine.

The Salvation Army also provides back-
packs to kids and winter coats to individu-
als or families in need.

“With the cost of inflation, the Kettle
Campaign is more important now than
ever,” explained Mayor Trevor Bazinet.

“The amount of people and families
struggling to make ends meet is increas-
ing. The Christmas season is a magical
time of year, but it can also be a sad time
for many who cannot afford the necessi-
ties let alone buy gifts. The Kettle Drive
is a way for the more fortunate to help the
people in need.”

The Christmas Kettle Campaign runs
through to December 23. Kettles will be
in stores around Goderich, Clinton and
Kincardine.

According to the Salvation Army, there
is a need for Christmas Kettle volunteers.
Over 1,100 volunteer hours are needed to
make this campaign possible.

To register as a volunteer, visit the Sal-
vation Army at 303 Suncoast Drive East,
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., or by calling
519-891-0127.

United Way prepares for Coldest Night event in Goderich

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The initiative provides pro-
grams such as shelter for women
and children, emergency shelter
during the cold months, transi-
tional housing for men and hous-
ing support.

Last year, thanks to the effort
of 291 walkers, 53 teams and
1,483 donors, last year’s event
raised $126,145.

Once again, Steve and Mary’s
on the Square will provide home-

l-——- !l*'- m:

community in the year to come.

Team Holiday Hours:

Monday December 25th — Closed
Tuesday December 26th — Closed

Monday January 1st — Closed

local emergency department.

ot

The Staff of the Maitland Valley Medical Centre would
like to thank our patients and the community for the
privilege of serving them during the past year and we
look forward to continuing to improve the health of our

The offices of the Maitland Valley Family Health

Wednesday December 27 to 29 - Open regular hours

Tuesday January 2nd — Open regular hours
For emergencies, call 911 or visit your

cooked soup for participants to
stop and enjoy during their walk.
There will also be a social, and
music event at the Legion follow-
ing the walk. Details to follow.

Walkers can choose a two,
or five-kilometre route around
Courthouse Square.

Participants raising over $150,
or $75 for youth under 18, re-
ceive a CNOY toque.

To register as an individual, or
a team, visit cnoy.org

coldest ‘ *’

it’s cold out there
feb. 24, 2024
H#Hcnoy24

YOU GAN MAKE A DIFFERENGE

Together we make our community a
caring and supportive place for seniors
and people with health challenges living
in Huron & Perth counties.

For more information or to apply:
kscanlon@onecaresupport.ca

Like so many other families, | have experienced
the illness and loss of aging parents. My family

is grateful for the expert, compassionate care
during those challenging times.
That is why | serve on the board of ONE CARE.

1-877-502-8277

ONECARESUPPORT.CA
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Governance matters:

® Strategic Directions

® Program Quality/Effectiveness
e Financial Viability

® Community Relationships
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Sharing good fortune with those
who have less this Christmas

KATHLEEN SMITH

Editor

Every year Christmas can bring ex-
citement, anticipation, love, social
events, giving and sharing, joy and a
focus on family-time.

For others it can be a time of loneli-
ness, isolation, disappointment, and it
can be overwhelmingly stressful with
financial duress.

Maybe we need to consider what
makes Christmas meaningful to us.

Perhaps it is focusing on the birth of
Jesus and understanding the true mean-
ing of Christmas?

Perhaps for others it is time with fam-
ily or friends?

Perhaps its receiving presents?

When I was younger the joy of Christ-
mas came from what my parents did to
make it magical for my siblings and me.

As I got older, 1 found out the work
and sacrifice involved in making Christ-
mas a magical time for our family, and
the realization of how much my parents
gave each year, not just to us but to oth-
ers, who were in need.

It made me realize that sometimes the
best joy at Christmas can be what we do
for others, just to see a smile on their
face, or to see a moment of joy in some-
one else’s eyes.

But as this holiday season rolls
around, I must remind myself to extend

to those in our community, who are
struggling, and not just the ones who are
closest to me.

It doesn’t have to be extravagant, or
expensive, but it could be something
that makes people feel seen, feel want-
ed, and a part of this community.

There are countless foodbanks like St.
Vincent de Paul and Salvation Army,
and little pantries around town that
could use donations that might make a
difference in someone’s Christmas meal
planning.

There are businesses in town, like
Steve and Mary’s on the Square offering
free meals to those in need, to ensure
they get a Christmas dinner.

There are other businesses in town at-
tempting to raise donations or funds for
Christmas hampers to make Christmas
a little less stressful for those struggling
financially.

Some grocery stores have taken it
upon themselves to collect food or do-
nations towards food bags for those in
need. Some businesses are collecting
toys for the Women’s Shelter.

Other organizations and businesses
are making generous donations to agen-
cies that help those in need.

Helping others can take many forms,
from giving to a charity to dropping
a plate of Christmas cookies off to a
neighbour who lives alone, or an elderly
neighbour.

According to studies by Harvard,
happier people do help more in a vari-
ety of ways. Happiness causes increased
helping behaviour, and giving to others,
makes people happier.

At the most basic level, evidence
shows that giving money to charity
leads to similar brain activity in regions
implicated in the experience of pleasure
and reward.

But that’s not the reason to give. We
must find it in ourselves to give because
others need us to do so.

With decorations hanging, lights
bright and feasts on the way, Christmas
is a time to celebrate with loved ones
and reflect on what we are grateful for,
as for many others, Christmas can be
stark.

We must dig deep, reflect and find a
way to give to others this Christmas
season, and find what makes Christmas
joyful for us.

Maybe the true meaning of Christmas
and charity can be summed up in four
lines of a nursery rhyme from the 1850s:

Christmas is coming, the geese are
getting fat

Please to put a penny, in the old man’s
hat

If you haven’t got a penny, a ha’penny
will do

If you haven’t got a ha’penny, then
God bless you.

Merry Christmas Goderich.

“1 know the p

“ Goderich Sun

aper i3 free, bul can 1 get

Yes. We understand that some people might like the convenience of the Goderich Sun arriving at their home (located
near or far) through Canada Post, so we do have subscriptions available for this purpose.

The price for the next 13 issues is $26.00 + GST = $27.30.

To subscribe, please e-transfer

a subacription anyways

?”

granthavenmedia@gmail.com and include your full mailing address in the comments, or send a

cheque with mailing address to Grant Haven Media, PO Box 2310, St. Marys, ON N4X 1A2.

“ Goderich Sun

1. Everyone has a story

Guiding Principles

2. The news should be free for all to enjoy
3. Good news beats bad news

5. Newspapers document history
6. Newspapers strengthen communities

8. Newspapers should be locally-owned and operated

4. A Newspaper should be a community effort (contribute to your local paper!)

7. Advertisers, big or small, should profit from their ads (meaning sensible ad rates)
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Jokey North America Inc. of Goderich donates to
Sibshop program

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES

Representatives from Jokey North American Inc. present Sibshop with a $1,000 donation.
(L-R): Jane Coughlin, Rebecca Ferguson, and Sibs participants Jordyn and Jerzy.
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GODERICH TOURISM WOULD LIKE TO SAY

THANK YOU

TO ALL THOSE WHO MADE OUR FESTIVAL OF
LIGHTS AND PARADE SO FANTASTIC

Santa Claus Parade Marshals:
Dennis Beach, Kevin & Tyler Bell, Carl Moller,
Doug Moore, Keri Pig, and Ryan Cook

4th Goderich Scouts Goderich Parks Dept.
Bryanna Bell Goderich Works Dept.
Cakes, Cookies & Coffee Kinsmen Club of Goderich
Celtic Blue Highlanders Ontario Provincial Police
Clinton Pipes & Drums Band John Powers & Family
Brendan Couture Suncoast Salvation Army
Ken Dale Tim Horton's of Goderich
Goderich BIA lenna Ujiye

Goderich Fire Dept. West Coast Fire Brigade

& to all those who came with their festive cheer!

THANK YOU TO ALL,
AND TO ALL A GOODNIGHT!

GODERECH

Conoda’s Frettiest Towm

KATHLEEN SMITH
Editor

Mid-November Jokey North America
Inc. of Goderich donated $1,000 to Sib-
shop, which is a facilitated partnership
between Community Support for Families
and Rural Response for Health Children.

This program is for siblings of children
who have a developmental or physical dis-
ability, autism, or a mental health concern.

Jokey has been taking a more active role
in the community and the company is al-
ways looking for ways to help communi-
ty members through various activities or
forms of support.

“We heard about the opportunity to
make a donation to this worthy group and
were thrilled at the opportunity,” said Jane
Coughlin from Jokey North America Inc.

“I was the sibling of a brother who had

Cerebral Palsy, and had a close family
friend who had developmental disabilities.
A program like this would have been a wel-
come support group when I was younger,
so I can imagine how beneficial it is for this
group.”

The program provides opportunities for
brothers and sisters of children with special
needs to obtain peer support and education
within a recreational context.

“The Sibshop is an opportunity to have
fun together, while receiving peer support,
sharing their sibling relationship, and ex-
ploring the gifts and challenges of being a
sibling to someone with disabilities,” said
Natalie Steenstra, Executive Director of
Community Living Central Huron.

This group has been active for almost six
years.

There is no charge for children participat-
ing in Sibshop.

HPPH restructures
programs and services
due to funding shortfall

KATHLEEN SMITH
Editor

In an announcement in November, Hu-
ron Perth Public Health (HPPH) explained
it would restructure its programs and ser-
vices because of a challenging budget
shortfall. These changes would be effec-
tive in 2024.

Prior to the 2020 amalgamation of the
Huron County Health Unit and the Perth
District Health Unit, both organizations
received little to no budget increases, de-
spite the rise in expenses due to inflation.
This affected wages and other operating
costs.

“We have had to make difficult deci-
sions,” said Dr. Miriam Klassen, Medical
Officer of Health for Huron and Perth.

“We have spent the past year decreasing
program expenses in a variety of ways.”

However, Klassen explained that most
of HPPH’s budget is for human resourc-
es. The difficult decision of removing
positions from the organization had to be
made.

Approximately 13.5 positions were re-
moved from the HPPH organizational
structure. That is an approximate 10 per
cent reduction in staffing levels.

Some eliminations will occur through
retirements and unfortunately, through
layoffs and ending of temporary staff con-
tracts.

According to HPPH positions removed
will be from several areas of the health
unit, including management.

During the acute phase of the COVID-19
pandemic, one-time COVID funding al-
lowed HPPH to provide a comprehensive
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

At that time approximately 75 to 78 per
cent of HPPH staff were redeployed into
COVID-19 response and some additional
staff were hired.

However, those increases to budget were
limited and did not keep up with inflation.

Now that COVID funding has expired,
HPPH had to address a $1.5 million fund-
ing gap that accumulated over the last five
years.

Although the province recently an-
nounced a one per cent increase for public
health units over the next three years, it is
still not enough to cover the gap.

“Public health in Ontario is heading into
a transitional time,” added Dr. Klassen.

“Public health structure, funding and
mandates are under review.”

These changes to budget impact the pro-
grams and services HPPH can provide to
the community.

“We expect new Ontario Public Health
Standards to be implemented in 2025, and
a new funding approach to be implement-
ed in 2026,” added Dr. Klassen.

HPPH continues to participate in the
consultation process for these initiatives
and will rely on its newly released 2024-
2027 Strategic Plan to help determine how
best to deliver programs and services in
the years to come.

The Strategic Plan will help HPPH navi-
gate the transitional years ahead, building
on the organization’s mission, vision, and
values to focus on specific priorities and
initiatives.

More information about changes to spe-
cific HPPH programs and services will be
communicated as they are implemented.
Changes are expected to take place by
January 2024.
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Christmas at the
Cottage

A new event in Central
Huron is set to take place on
Saturday, December 2.

Hosted by Edge Wood Dé-
cor, owner Cindy Scholten
and her husband Chris are
opening their property for
‘Christmas at the Cottage’.

“T'have hosted three Grinch
Christmas Markets in No-
vember,” said Cindy.

“So, 1 thought, why not
host another one? This time
I’'m mixing shopping with a
full outdoor Christmas expe-
rience.”

The event takes place at
their home located at 33587
Rowcliffe Drive, Central Hu-
ron from 12 p.m. until 6 p.m.

The event is free to attend,
featuring many different ac-
tivities.

“We are rain or shine.
This is an outdoor experi-
ence around our beautiful
log home, but I will have our

shop open so people can go
inside, warm up, do some
shopping and grab a hot ci-
der,” explained Cindy.

Shopping will consist of
many unique, one-of-a-kind
artisan pieces that are per-
fect for your home décor or
Christmas gifts.

All items are handmade by
Cindy, and her friend Nina
from Distressed Décor.

Cindy’s items will be dis-
counted, so she suggests go-
ing to the event early to avoid
any lineup.

There are no public wash-
rooms at this event.

“We have lived here for al-
most three years now,” added
Cindy.

“We feel truly blessed to
be living and working in this
beautiful community and I
look forward to meeting new
people, so come on out to
Christmas at the Cottage.”

Hospital Foundation receives
generous $10,000 donation

dralMarine
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Goderich Mine; Laura Herman, AMGH.
KATHLEEN SMITH
Editor

Alexandra Marine and General Hospital (AMGH)
Foundation gratefully accepted an unexpected yet gen-

Local 16-O Executive Members; Jeff Thomson, Stephane Lynch, Gary Erb and Lance Greer.; Kimberley Payne, AMGH;
Amy Boyce, Admin Assistant, Compass Minerals, Goderich Mine; Craig Manz, VP Operations, Compass Minerals,

erous $10,000 donation.

Compass Minerals and Unifor 16-O donated $5,000
each. This donation will assist AMGH in purchasing
new digital imaging equipment.
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Gateway honoured with

b
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Godgl__‘igp BIA award

BIA AWARD PRESENTATION

(L-R): Karissa Eckert, Dan Stringer, Nancy Simpson, and Michael Beazely.

KATHLEEN SMITH
Editor

During the Living Wage Week in On-
tario, United Way Perth-Huron’s Social
Research and Planning Council (SRPC)
announced an increase to the living wage.

The new living wage is now $22.75 an
hour, up from $20.70 last year.

“As the cost of living in the places we
call home continues to rise, it’s becom-
ing more important than ever for people
across our communities to talk about how
we can make our region more livable and
that includes con-
cepts like a living
wage,” said Kris-
tin Crane, director
of Social Research
and Planning
(SRPC).

The SRPC is
dedicated to collect, analyze, and distrib-
ute information related to local social is-
sues including poverty reduction, income

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

United Way

Perth-Huron

At the 2023 Spirit of Success Awards
Gala, hosted by the Huron Chamber of
Commerce, Gateway CERH received the
Goderich Downtown BIA award.

Receiving this award recognizes Gate-
way’s commitment to excellence in serv-
ing the community. It reflects the dedi-
cation of the Gateway team to advancing
rural health initiatives and making a posi-
tive impact on the lives of residents in the
area.

“We are honoured to receive the God-
erich Downtown BIA Award at the Spirit
of Success Awards Gala,” said Gwen De-
vereaux, President of Gateway CERH.

“This recognition fuels our commitment

to advancing rural health and well being.”

The sold-out Spirit of Success event at
White Carnation in Holmesville, provided
a unique opportunity to applaud the out-
standing contributions of businesses and
organizations that play vital roles in en-
riching the fabric of the community.

“We share this achievement with the en-
tire community and express our gratitude
to the Huron Chamber of Commerce for
providing a platform to celebrate the col-
lective efforts that make Huron County an
amazing place to live,” added Devereaux,
who is grateful to the Chamber of Com-
merce for hosting this event that brings
together leaders and innovators.

security, community safety and well be-
ing, housing and homelessness, mental
health and addictions and equity.

“While paying a living wage may seem
daunting, organizations benefit in the long
run,” Crane added.

Based on a 35-hour work week, the
Perth-Huron living wage was calculated
using local data and considered the living
expenses of a weighted average of three
family types.

These family types included a family a
four, a single mother supporting a seven-
year-old child and a single adult.

Once government transfers and deduc-
tions were considered, everyday expenses

United Way announces
an increased living wage

included food, housing, utilities, clothing,
childcare, and transportation.

“This year, we’re seeing increases in
the cost of food and housing driving the
increase in the living wage,” explained
Crane.

“Food and shelter are obviously funda-
mental to personal well being, and that
highlights how important it is for wages to
be responsive to inflation so the economic
pressures many individuals and families
face are reduced.”

Crane explained that it is understand-
able that it is challenging for businesses
to think about in-
creasing their ex-
penses, particular-
ly at a time when
so many are feel-
ing the pressure of
higher pricing.

Yet, United Way
continues to hear from certified living
wage employers that paying a living wage
helps in many ways and over time, from
reducing turnover and increasing produc-
tivity, to boosting morale.

“A living wage is another facet of help-
ing make sure more people are able to take
part in the life of their community and not
feel isolated or stressed,” added Ryan Erb,
United Way Perth-Huron Executive Di-
rector.

“Not having enough to get by has such
a profoundly negative effect on a person’s
life.”

United Way stated that for a fairer, more
welcoming place to live, the living wage
is another tool to help make sure the com-
munity continues to grow and creates op-
portunities for everyone to benefit.
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Social Research and
Planning Council
releases Quality of Life
Report

Goderich Sun

CIBC Wealth
Management donates

$5,000 to Gateway

United Way Perth-Huron’s So-
cial Research and Planning Council
(SRPC) has been working on a series
of new Quality of Life reports to better
understand the community.

The reports measure well being data
across the region.

“The Quality of Life report is meant
to be used by our community to under-
stand the places we live,” said Kristin
Crane, Director of Social Research
and Planning for United Way.

“Whether that’s a student doing a
school project, an elected representa-
tive digging into challenges and op-
portunities or service providers look-
ing at how to better address needs, we
want to make strong data available, so
people know what is going on in the
places we live and work.”

This year’s edition is the fourth
Quality of Life report by the SRPC
and represents months of research,
writing, designing and consultations.

The final report grew into a series of
five chapters instead of one, as in pre-
vious years. The first three chapters
released cover the demographics and
make-up of Perth-Huron, diversity,
and the economics of the region.

“We hope the reports create conver-
sations within the community around
what health and well being look like
and the specific recommendations
examining what we all can do to im-
prove life here in Perth-Huron,” added
Crane.

The chapter titled Who We Are pro-
vides information on the people who
make up Perth-Huron and details such
as age, gender, and geography. One
fact uncovered during research for
the report showed that 28 per cent of
the population lives in a one-person
household.

With the years living through the
pandemic, and dealing with the as-
sociated isolation and stress, the neg-
ative effects on the well being of the
community come into sharper focus.

In the chapter titled A Diverse Com-
munity, SRPC delves deeply into ele-

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
Areeba Ahmad (Manager Data and Social

Research) with one of the chapters of the
new Quality of Life Report.
ments of diversity.

A key takeaway is the significant
gaps in data that exists for many
groups including the LGBTQ2S+
community and residents who have a
disability.

These gaps highlight the need for
better local and national data collec-
tion practices, so people are better
able to self-identify, making for more
accurate representation within data.

The chapter titled Our Strong Econ-
omy looks at the impact economic fac-
tors have on the quality of life in our
community.

Living with low incomes can impact
many areas of an individual or fami-
ly’s life and leads to incredible stress.
A key point is the income gap between
men and women in both Perth and Hu-
ron, where women earn $11,600 and
$12,000 less respectively based on
median after-tax income.

To read more from the Quality of
Life report, visit perthhuron.united-
way.ca
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lan Murray (left) with Dan Stringer, Chair of the Board of Gateway CERH.

Gateway Centre of Excellence in Ru-
ral Health (CERH) was the recipient of a
$5,000 donation from Ian Murray of CIBC
Wealth Management in London.

Murray has been a major donor to Gate-
way for many years. He indicated today
that he appreciated Gateway’s activities in
rural health research.

The donation will support Gateway’s
approach to employ young university stu-
dents from the region to carry out much of
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the research and deliver projects that ben-
efit the community.

Gateway President Gwen Devereaux
stated that Gateway was grateful to Mur-
ray and CIBC Wealth Management for
their support of the work Gateway and re-
search students do in the rural health field.

With Murray to present the donation
was Paul Van Lith, also of CIBC Wealth
Management.

LOCAL«»

If you are willing to stand with our Christmas
Kettles and bring some holiday cheer, please
contact us at 519-891-0127.

Murray, Jordan Connolley, Sage Milne, Gwen Devereaux. (Front, L-R): Katie Sparling, Amy
Sturgeon, Alexa Harrison, and Becky Higgs.
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Vanessa Kelly fills vacancy on Goderich Council

KATHLEEN SMITH
Editor

At a recent Council meeting, Vanessa
Kelly was appointed to fill the vacancy.

Council declared the Council seat va-
cant at their October 16 meeting, where
they approved moving forward with ap-
pointment with a call for applications.

The deadline for applications was No-
vember 6, and a total of 11 applied to fill
the vacancy.

“Today is an exciting day. We have 11
applicants for this Council seat, and it
shows there is a big interest in our resi-
dents to be on Town Council, which is
nice to see,” said Mayor Trevor Bazinet at
the November 20 meeting.

“Having 11 applicants makes it tough to
select one person. We are excited to add a
member to our Council. We have a won-
derful team, that is passionate, hard-work-
ing, and committed to doing the right
things for the town moving forward.”

Out of 11 applicants, Kelly was the suc-
cessful candidate to fill that vacancy until
the end of term.

All candidates were afforded the oppor-
tunity to address Council for five minutes,
and the order of speaking was determined
by drawing names from a box. Following
their five minutes, current Council mem-
bers were afforded the opportunity to ask
follow-up questions.

In her five minutes address to Council,
Kelly stated that the successful candidate

(THE TOWN OF GODERICH PHOTO)

FILLING THE VACANCY

Vanessa Kelly (seated) is the newly appointed member of Council to fill the vacancy until
the end of the term. Kelly was officially sworn in at the November 27 meeting. (Back row,
L-R): Councillor John Thompson, Councillor Randy Carroll, Deputy Mayor Leah Noel, May-
or Trevor Bazinet, Councillor Allison Segeren, and Councillor Liz Petrie.

should be someone to help keep the visions  the journey, passion and work Council has
and voices of the voters, while continuing started in the absence of the late Mayor

Murdock.

“Goderich is a place where people face
adversity together by sharing their experi-
ences, their passions, their ideas and most
importantly their time to generate effec-
tive and creative solutions,” stated Kelly
during the meeting.

“I have the drive and commitment to be
an active and collaborative participant.”

Kelly stated that it is the history of this
town and the legacy of current and past
Councils that have given her the motiva-
tion to remain tenacious, resilient, and
passionate in doing the right things for
Goderich.

“It is my hope that I may be granted the
honour to go far with this Council as we
work to realize this town’s great poten-
tial,” added Kelly.

“I want the experience and I want to
pursue a career in politics, and I think this
is a good starting point.”

Kelly was questioned on various topics
such as what to do with Goderich Memo-
rial Arena, environmental issues, why she
didn’t apply to Council last year during
the election, and how to overcome learn-
ing curves that will come with the posi-
tion.

In response to the question period, Kelly
remained calm and articulated thought out
answers and ideas to issues Council are
currently dealing with.

To watch the full meeting, visit the Town
of Goderich website.

Gateway seeks to strengthen rural health by
partnering with University of Waterloo, Huron Health

KATHLEEN SMITH
Editor

In what is seen as a significant advance-
ment in the commitment to enhancing
health and well being of rural residents,
Gateway announced their partnership with
both Huron Health System (HHS) and the
University of Waterloo School of Pharma-
cy.
The focus of this union is to further
streamline inter-organization collaboration
and communication. The objective is clear
— the enhance the health outcomes of the
rural populations.

“We are excited to be entering into a re-
gional network with a multi-disciplinary
partnership with healthcare delivery, health
research, and academics in the health field,”
stated Gwen Devereaux, Gateway CERH
President.

“This represents more than an agreement.
It’s a commitment to our rural residents.”

This collaboration aims to mobilize re-
sources and expertise across the three in-
stitutions, emphasizing health research, ed-
ucation, and communication as pillars for
improvement.

“HHS looks forward to forming deeper
collaboration initiatives in research and is

excited to be partnering with leaders inthis [~ =
space,” said Jimmy Trieu, President, and
CEO of Huron Health System.

“Collectively, we will develop solutions
to improve the healthcare of our rural com-
munities.”

HHS includes the Alexandra Marine and
General Hospital (AMGH) in Goderich and
the South Huron Hospital (SHH) in Exeter.
It supports more than 19,000 patient days
and over 25,000 ED visits annually, in rural
Ontario.

According to information released by
Gateway, the three organizations recognize
the strength of collaboration and anticipate
their united front will facilitate effective
research initiatives, enhance educational
offerings, and promote better communica-
tion pathways. This will all benefit rural
communities.

“With innovation as the backbone of our
institute, we are eager to collaborate with
HHS and Gateway to address the challeng-
es facing rural healthcare and positively
impact rural communities,” shared Andrea
Edginton, Hallman Director, University of
Waterloo School of Pharmacy. . ;

“Through education and research, fos- =

tering this relationship will ultimately ‘
strengthen our future healthcare system.” RURAL HEALTH

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Jimmy Trieu (left), with Andrea Edginton (middle) and Gwen Devereaux.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.GODERICHSUN.COM
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Green Goderich ends
advocacy work

Recently, Green Goderich announced it
has closed its public education and envi-
ronmental advocacy work in Goderich.

Members of the grassroots organization
had carried out environmental education
and advocacy activities in town for the
past eight years, including annual climate
strikes, plastic reduction campaigns, edu-
cational YouTube videos, and tree planting
initiatives.

The group funded tree planting in the
well-used recreation area of Victoria Park,
not far from the Square, as well as other
sites around town.

Speaking for the group, members Rhea
Seeger and John Meyers emphasized that
people wishing to carry on the environ-
mental protection and renewal work in the
area can take part in other ways.

This can be done by supporting the

Town of Goderich Environmental Action
Committee, the Maitland Valley Conser-
vation Authority/Maitland Conservation
Foundation, Maitland Trail Association,
the John Hindmarsh Environmental Trust
Fund, and many others.

With gratitude to individuals, groups,
and businesses in the community who
have supported Green Goderich’s efforts,
members have distributed the rest of the
group’s funds to local environmental ad-
vocacy and education groups to carry on
their important work.

One donation was to St. Mary’s Catholic
Elementary School in Goderich.

Meyers presented a donation to Cait-
lin Vail, a teacher at the school and some
of her students to carry on the students’
tree-planting work.

A donation was presented to Caitlin Vail, and some of her students at St. Mary’s Catholic
Elementary School in Goderich.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)
Left: Meyers donated $1,000
to the Maitland Conserva-
tion Foundation’s member
Francis Hogan.
Below: Goderich District
Collegiate Institute (GDCI)
environment group sup-
ported by Green Goderich

Lions Club and RTO
partner to help
Ukrainian refugees

Following a successful spring cloth-
ing drive for Ukrainian refugees by re-
tired teachers and education workers in
Huron-Perth, RTO District 9 discovered
there were other urgent needs.

Ukrainian refugees were struggling to
get a foothold in the area, and with the cost
of living.

The Goderich Lions Club had already
set up a Huron County Newcomers Fund
to help not only Ukrainian but other new-
comers as well, for times when govern-
ment grants run out and groceries and
daily living expenses become too much
for them.

President Bruce Whitmore, Jean
Weigand and the late Bill Black of the
Goderich Lions Club partnered on a com-
munity grant application from RTOERO
national. RTO District 9 Huron Perth rep-
resents about 1,100 retired teachers and
education workers in the two counties and
beyond. Each year the national organiza-
tion donates to many community grant
projects across the country.

The grant conditions stipulated working

with another community group and God-
erich Lions Club has many retired teachers
within it. The partnership was a perfect fit.

In October, District 9 RTO Huron-Perth
was informed it had been successful in se-
curing a $4,000 Community Grant to help
newcomers.

John Maaskant, chair of the Huron
County Newcomers Fund project with
the Goderich Lions stated at the RTO Fall
AGM that there is an ongoing need for
funding for newcomers, especially Ukrai-
nians.

The Lions Club also partnered with the
Huron County Immigration group.

The Huron County Newcomers Fund is
handing out about $4,000 a month to peo-
ple who need help. Housing is the biggest
difficulty, and the community grant will
help to finance about one month of assis-
tance.

As the needs continue, John Maaskant
indicated that the Lions continue to fund-
raise. Those interested in helping this
cause can donated on the Goderich Lions’
website.

y

(MARTY BOND PHOTO)

donation. GDCI teacher
Melanie Ball and Specialist
High Skills Major environ-
ment students Sally Carter
and Olivia Allen met Rhea
Seeger of Green Goderich
to receive a donation of
$900 for their work on the
pollinator garden and other
projects.

RTO District 9 Huron Perth presents a cheque for $4000 to the Goderich Lion's Club New-
comers Fund (L-R): Bruce Whitmore, RTO Past President, John Maaskant, Chair of the Li-
ons' Newcomers Fund Project, RTO Community Grant Chair Jean Weigand, RTO President
Willi Laurie.

“ Goderich Sun

“] know the paper is free, bul can 1 get a
subacriplion anyways?”

Yes. We understand that some people might like the convenience of
the Goderich Sun arriving at their home (located near or far) through

Canada Post, so we do have subscriptions available for this purpose.

The price for the next 13 issues is $26.00 + GST = $27.30.

To subscribe, please e-transfer
granthavenmedia@gmail.com and include your full mailing address in

the comments, or send a cheque with mailing address to Grant Haven
Media, PO Box 2310, St. Marys, ON N4X 1A2.
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Circle K named Business of the Year in awards
ceremony

Three Circle K locations owned by best
friends Gurpreet Singh and Harpreet
Singh captured the top award at the 2023
Spirit of Success Awards Gala, an annual
business awards event hosted by the Hu-
ron Chamber of Commerce — Goderich,
Central and North Huron.

“This year, the judges have selected a
winner with a unique story,” said Nadine
Vanden Heuvel, in presenting the award.
She is Chair of the Spirit of Success Com-
mittee.

“The judges said they faced blatant rac-
ism and pushed on. They became part of
their communities and gave back. They
volunteer and are seen everywhere.”

In the application for the award, Gur-
preet Singh said the friends who grew up
in the North part of India worked long
hours and invested all their money to ac-
quire stores in Lucknow, Wingham and
Clinton. Now, they give back to the com-
munity through volunteer work.

Spirit of Success Awards Gala was held
at the White Carnation, Holmesville. The
event was sold out.

The community offered up a record 135
nominations of businesses, organizations,
and individuals for 14 sponsored awards.
The Business of the Year Award is chosen
by the judges.

Nominations included organizations
that run events that make an impact in the
community, young people with the cour-
age to start businesses, businesses that
provide stellar service and give back to
the community and other criteria of excel-
lence.

Other awards winners were:

Compass Minerals Environmen-
tal and Sustainability Award -
BYOB Zero Waste Depot

Downtown Goderich BIA Award

SPIRIT OF SUCCESS AWARD

4

1
-

(DIANNE BRANDON PHOTOGRAPHY)

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR AWARD WINNER

Master of Ceremony Ralph Rubino presents the Huron Chamber of Commerce Business
of the Year Award to Gurpreet Singh (middle) and Harpreet Singh, owners of Circle K in

Wingham, Lucknow and Clinton.
- Gateway Centre of Excellence in
Rural Health
Country 104.9 Community Im-
pact Award - Goderich Salt and Har-
vest Festival, September 15-17, 2023
John C. Grace Young Entrepre-
neur Award - Wyatt Ducharme and
Jacqueline Hudson of Cork & Coast
K2 Wind Ontario Technology/
Manufacturing Award - Communi-
ty Living - Central Huron
MicroAge Basics Service Award -

Goderich Chiropractic

Huron County Economic Devel-
opment New Business Award - Bay-
field Lavender Farm

Goderich Tourism Hospitality
Business Award - BROD bread &
pastry

Zehrs Goderich Retail Business
Award - Nature’s Nest

Huron County Eco-
nomic Development
Diversity Award -

A message from healthcare
professionals on respiratory
illness season

prey?

2) What does a bat use to navigate and locate its

3) What does the acronym “URL” stand for?

Community Living - Central Huron

The Bazinet Family Volunteer
Award - Earl Pennington

Mainstreet Credit Union Ex-
cellence in Agribusiness Award -
EthoGuard

Berhan Immigration and Settle-
ment Services Newcomer Award -
Khawla’s Kitchen: Authentic Syrian
Cuisine

Huron County Economic Devel-
opment Employer of Choice Award
- Maple Leaf Motel

“The Spirit of Success Awards Gala
honours outstanding businesses, organi-
zations and people who shine brightly in
our community,” said Tabatha Fisher, who
is chair of the Huron Chamber of Com-
merce.

“They are pioneers and leaders. Change
makers and community builders. They
lead by example. They encourage others
to be better. And we hope that with these
awards, we can not only recognize them,
but continue to encourage them and others
to be the best they can be, for the benefit
of everyone.”

This event is co-sponsored by Libro
Credit Union and Zehrs Goderich.

Awards are sponsored by Artech Signs
and Graphics.

Photography is sponsored by Gateway
Casino Clinton.

Entertainment is sponsored by Com-
munity Futures Huron. Media sponsor is
Blackburn Media Inc., Shoreline Classics
and 100.1 The Ranch.

Decoration sponsor is Jodi Snell, Real
Estate Broker, ReNew Real Estate Team,
brokered by eXp Realty.

Weekend Quiz

1) What was the first toy to be advertised on

television?

Entering the respiratory illness season, COVID, in-
fluenza and many other viruses are now circulating.

Huron Perth Public Health (HPPH), local family
health teams and community health centres, in addition
to hospital emergency departments, want the members
of the Goderich community to get through this respira-
tory season as healthy as possible.

To reduce the chances of kids getting sick, parents
and caregivers can take certain action. This includes
ensuring hands are washed, staying home when sick
to limit who comes in contact with the virus, stay up
to date on vaccinations, cover coughs and sneezes, or
mask when needed, and improve indoor ventilation.

Most respiratory illness in children, including cods,
influenza, respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) and
COVID-19 can be managed at home without the need

for prescription medications.

However, in some cases it may be important to seek
medical care.

Apart from making an appointment with primary
health teams, or visiting the emergency departments,
Health8l11 is an easy way to get connected and avoid
emergency rooms.

Connect with a registered nurse seven days a week,
day or night, by visiting Health811’s website or by
calling 1-866-797-0007. Health811 also has an online
symptom checker.

This resource is valuable to help individuals deter-
mine if and when they need to reach out to their health-
care provider.

In an emergency, call 911 immediately.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.GODERICHSUN.COM

4) When was Hershey's founded?
5) What NHL team has won the most Stanley Cups?

6) Kenny Loggins' ‘Danger Zone’ was featured in
what 80s film?

7) What is Weird Al Yankovic's first name?

8) What is the tiny piece at the end of a shoelace
called?

9) Originally, Amazon only sold what kind of
product?

10) How many players are on each side of the net in
beach volleyball?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 23
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Murals come to life in Clinton

o N

Anyone walking the streets of Clinton
can see the charming town is home to
many beautiful murals.

However, the true magic comes when
you hold your phone camera up in front
of the artworks. With the help of up-and-
coming augmented reality technology,
murals will come to life and move on
your screen.

You’ll see horse-drawn carts drive
across the frame, cornstalks sway in the
breeze, birds soar, and much more. Each
mural will have a unique animation se-
quence designed by a professional artist,
as well as an immersive audio compo-
nent.

View the artworks in their existing
beauty, then revisit to see them animated.

Clinton’s animated murals were in-
spired by The Junction BIA’s annual
“Window Wonderland” project in Toron-
to.

Each year, their downtown creates an
animated mural walk based on window
murals found throughout their business
district. Clinton is excited to bring big
city technology to a small-town setting
where their art, history, and culture are
all just as worthy of the spotlight.

It’s the perfect tour for any season since
the murals can be viewed from your ve-
hicle in case of poor weather and for ease
of accessibility.

Art and local history enthusiasts will
appreciate the work of the talented mural-
ists, while visitors interested in augment-
ed reality will get to experience exciting

CELEBRATING THE ARTIST
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First row, L-R): Karen Hilgendorf, Jane Groves, Clayton Groves, Angela Smith. (Second
row, L-R): Jim Ginn, Bevin Finlay, Marg Anderson, Beth Rumble, Abi Bos, Leigh Cove, and

Jasmin Pannu. (Third row): lan Koetsier.
new technology.

Six of Clinton’s murals were painted
by the late Allen Hilgendorf, a muralist
responsible for over a hundred artworks
in small towns throughout Southwestern
Ontario. His talent for elevating daily ac-
tivities through art resulted in a series of
murals throughout Clinton depicting the
area’s historically significant moments.

Animating these pieces of history
breathes new life and interest into exist-
ing art. This creates a creative and unique
experience for residents and visitors alike,
while still preserving Allen’s legacy.

Furthermore, the mural walk integrates
well with several other projects in the
area. Last summer, Clinton launched a
downtown historic walking tour, which

FRASER FIRJG 83$59 )
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includes fifteen stops. Each stop shares
fascinating information and stories from
local history, alongside many old photo-
graphs. The tour can be viewed online by
visiting tinyurl.com/clintontour.

Many of Hilgendorf’s murals illustrate
local history and overlap with points of
interest on the walking tour.

Stop 7 on the walking tour describes an
entertaining story of crowds gathering on
the streets to watch TV through the win-
dows of the first TV store in town. This
scene is depicted on a digitally re-illus-
trated Hilgendorf mural which will be lo-
cated on the side of Bartliffs Bakery and
Restaurant. Bartliffs itself is another stop
on Clinton’s walking tour since it has
been a fixture in town for over 100 years.

Clinton’s newest mural, found at the
main intersection of town, highlights the
beauty of the area. It includes many local
icons, such as Ball’s Bridge and Clinton’s
historic town hall.

The mural is part of an interactive mu-
ral tour that stretches across Huron Coun-
ty. This digital mural trail highlights new
artworks in the neighbouring communi-
ties of Goderich, Bayfield, Exeter, Sea-
forth, and Wingham.

Visit cchbia.ca/mural-tour to learn
more and view the murals, as well as in-
formation about the stories behind each
artwork.

Many thanks to RTO4, K&J Pharmacy,
Bartliffs Bakery and Restaurant, and the
Huron Heritage Fund for supporting the
animated mural tour.

35430 HuRON RoAD HWY8 RR 2 GODERICH F- 519-524- 2121
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Goderich Council yet to decide on Maitland River
Golf and Resort Park development

KATHLEEN SMITH
Editor

Changes could be made to the
Maitland River Golf Course, and
plans could include a 68-unit re-
sort park on a portion of the prop-
erty around the golf course.

At a November Council meet-
ing it was outlined in a report
that developing the land current-
ly owned by the Peever family is
consistent with not only the Town
of Goderich and Huron County
official plans, but also the Provin-
cial Policy Statement.

According to the Provincial
Policy Statement, the Huron
County Official Plan and the
Town of Goderich Official Plan,
direct settlement areas need to fo-
cus on growth and development,
need to include diverse housing
options and a range of commer-
cial and recreational options.

Based on the application, if ap-
proved, a portion of the property
that would be rezoned is desig-
nated Waterfront Recreational
Commercial and the proposed
zoning is to change from Private
Open Space (0S2) to Recreation-
al Commercial — Special Provi-
sions (C7-3).

This means the development
and efficient use of the land,
which would allow for new and
expanding uses.

According to the Peever family,
that is what they aim to do with
the property - create a develop-
ment that is supportive of the
community it is in.

Over the years, the Peever fam-
ily has been operating the golf
course at a deficit, attempting to
keep the course up to standard
and completing maintenance
projects.

“We made a promise that we
would do everything we can to
make sure this property contin-
ues to run as a recreational facili-
ty,” said Jim Peever.

“To do so, we have lost money
every year at the tune of almost
$200,000 last year and $100,000
this year, to try to keep this prop-
erty operational. For us, this is an
opportunity to make this proper-
ty look after itself.”

During a public Council meet-
ing Huron County Planner Victor
Kloeze recommended that Coun-
cil approve the rezoning bylaw to
permit the applicants to develop
the land.

“The proposal is to establish a
resort park while reconfiguring
the existing golf course. To al-
low for that application to move
forward, they are requesting a re-
zoning,” explained Kloeze.

“Once all site plan requirements

Site Concept Plan

BLUEWATER 1wy

Internal (Private) Road System
Municipal Water/Sanitary Servicing

*  Qutdoor Amenity Areas/Landscaping

68 Park Model Trailer Sites (Setback from Top-of-Slope)

+ Rezoning Application
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(COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES PHOTO)

An illustration of the site plan for proposed units on the existing golf course land, near the Maitland River.

have been met and an applicant
is willing to sign the agreement
then they can move forward with
building permits.”

The proposal would allow for
the continued operation of the
existing recreational facility of
the nine-hole golf course, tennis
courts and grounds, with the add-
ed resort park, on full municipal
services.

Despite being consistent with
planning policies at all levels,
there have been concerns raised
by some members of the public
on environmental impacts and
the issue of the local housing cri-
sis.

A few residents spoke at the
meeting, citing their reasons for
rejecting this proposed project.

“I have a passion for the envi-
ronment. Concerns during con-
struction period include acciden-
tal loss or death of plants, shrubs,
trees, animals, insect and all the
other critters that call that place
their home,” environmental ac-
tivist and Goderich resident Jim
Hollingworth expressed.

“The destruction of habitat for
mammals, birds, invertebrates,
the noise of machinery, the re-
moval or death of trees and the
air and soil pollution from the use
of heavy mobilized equipment
should be taken into account.”

Hollingworth believes the eco-
logical footprint that the inhab-
itants of the trailers will cause,
even if those inhabitants are
aware and caring of the natural
world, could be very significant.

“The quality of the green space
that we are discussing, I found
is exceptional,” added Holling-
worth.

“Its mature trees, bushes,
grasslands, its proximity to the
Maitland River, its plentiful flora
and fauna, all contribute to mak-
ing this area what I call a gem of
the natural world.”

Hollingworth stressed the need
to reflect on how this new resort
park will impact the future, ex-
pressing how trailers have no
place in this location.

Other residents against this de-
velopment project near the Mait-
land River stressed that healthy
flood plains are needed to keep
water clean and support wildlife.
Others against the development
also stated that these seasonal
resort trailers do not address the
housing crisis needs in Goderich.

In response, the Peever fami-
ly explained that the resort park
would be fully serviced by mu-
nicipal sanitary and water infra-
structure, and the units are win-
terized. Year-round residency is
not off the table.

The zoning does not prevent
year-long occupation of the units.
The units are winterized, and the
plan is to have the units set 15
meters back from the riverbed.

As stated at the meeting, this
is a legacy for the Peever family.
It’s not a short-term fix and Jim
and Heidi stressed they have no
intention of selling the property
to anyone.

They agree it is a jewel that has
fallen into their hands but unfor-
tunately are running at a deficit
and looking for a solution. They
do not intend to develop the en-
tire property but do intend to
continue to run a nine-hole golf
course the best they can. They
believe developing a resort type

community is the solution.

Yet, according to the Peev-
er family, this project is not the
solution to the housing epidemic,
but an opportunity to continue
to keep this jewel operational in
the community and uphold high
standards to customers, golfers,
residents, and the community.

“We want to decide as a busi-
ness what makes the most sense
for our business and for the com-
munity,” added Jim.

The location requires consider-
ation of a range of compatibility
issues such as planning justifi-
cation, geotechnical, air quality,
noise feasibility, and transporta-
tion impact.

Given the location of the pro-
posed development, a key con-
sideration was whether it would
hold a negative impact on the
surrounding natural and heritage
features in the Maitland River
valley.

This triggered an Environmen-
tal Impact Study (EIS).

A major concern was the en-
vironmental risk to the Maitland
River. The EIS concludes that
there will be no negative impact
on the river system.

According to the studies car-
ried out, the land use changes
would not create any compati-
bility issues, will not negatively
impact archaeological resourc-
es, does not require intersection
changes, and full services could
proceed as normal.

Several members of the public
also expressed their support for
the development, including Mari-
anne and Martin, owners of Riv-
er Run Restaurant located at the
golf course.

“We at the River Run Restau-
rant believe the project would
greatly benefit our small business
and our community as a whole,” a
letter from Marianne and Martin
read.

As a small mom and pop run
restaurant, River Run’s location
offers beautiful views but doesn’t
get the same foot traffic business-
es in the downtown core or along
any of the major roadways get.

“We would like to say we are
the best kept secret in town, but
realistically it makes it difficult
to sustain and keep the business
going,” read the letter to Council.

“Not only would our small fam-
ily run restaurant benefit from
more foot traffic, but all business-
es would see an impact.”

Others in support of the project
stated that this development is an
opportunity to maintain recre-
ational facilities without making
a big investment.

In addition to the studies com-
pleted, several local groups and
Indigenous communities were
consulted.

Maitland Valley Conservation
Authority (MVCA) reviewed the
applicant’s submission, including
the reports and has also approved
the works for the emergency al-
ternative access route.

Based on submission docu-
ments, MVCA found the applica-
tion in general conformance with
Natural Hazard Policies.

The County of Huron Planning
Department reached out to Indig-
enous communities that had inter-
est in the area several years ago
to ask what planning applications
they wanted to be circulated on.

“There was a desire from In-
digenous communities to have a
scoped circulation. They asked
not to be circulated on zoning
amendments,” explained Kloeze.

“In this case there was no cir-
culation, however Saugeen and
Ojibway Nation do include this
as their traditional territory, and
they have expressed to be consult-
ed when there are environmental
impact studies and archaeological
studies.”

Kloeze stressed that the appli-
cants did circulate the study re-
sults to Saugeen and Ojibway Na-
tion, but there have not been any
concerns or comments received.

At the November 27 Council
meeting, it was decided that fur-
ther discussion with the applicants
is needed before Council decides
to approve or deny the application
to develop the land.

As the community is not united
on this project, it will further be
discussed by Council at the De-
cember 18 meeting.
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Christmas spirit spreads at

Goderich Santa Claus parade
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Goderich Service Centre celebrates
20 years of business with expansion

KATHLEEN SMITH
Editor

Goderich Service Centre has helped
residents diagnose and repair all makes
and models of cars, trucks, and SUVs
for the last 20 years.

Owned by the Tucker family, God-
erich Service Centre Ltd. They offer
to pickup and drop off vehicles within
town limits, along with state-of-the-art
diagnostic equipment, combined with a
standard of workmanship since 2003.

With continuous growth and loyal
customers, it was time to make a change
and expand.

On December 2, owners and moth-
er-daughter duo Dawn and Jen invite
past, present and future customers

along with family and friends to cel-
ebrate the 20-years in business mile-
stone, along with the grand opening of
their new location.

“Those loyal customers gave us the
confidence to once again take a huge
chance or risk on purchasing a new lo-

cation,” explained Dawn.

“We could not have ever made this
decision without feeling the support
from our customers, and for that we
will forever be grateful.”

Twenty-years ago, husband and wife
Wayne and Dawn decided to take a risk
and be their own boss along with their
two grown children, Bill and Jen.

According to Dawn the family did
what they could to outfit the three-bay
shop on Victoria Street, which started
out as a blank slate, ready to thrive.

Wayne had worked for 17 years at Sif-
to Salt Mine as a millwright and spent
seven years working in the Victoria
Street garage.

For the first 13 years of business,
Wayne and his son Bill were the sole
mechanics until Wayne’s health forced
him to take a step back.

“We then hired our first apprentice to
join Bill in the back shop and soon af-
ter, a second apprentice joined us,” told
Dawn.

Sadly, in December 2020 Wayne sud-

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
The extra space in the new location provides the opportu-

nity to offer more service to more clients.

ords (Néw & Used)

\ Retro Videof Ghmes & Toys
hVintage Cl Clothmg E?'*MCM Decorg

88 Britannia Rd. E. GDDERICH
(beside Comfort Inn) » 226-222-2834

denly passed away and
that left Dawn, Bill,
and Jen to run the shop
and make a move for-
ward.

But, in February
2021, Bill accepted a
job at Compass Min-
erals (Sifto) where he
works as a mechanic
underground, some-
what following his fa-
ther’s footsteps.

It was then that
Dawn and Jen took

over as sole owners of Goderich Ser-
vice Centre.

“We were fortunate to have mechan-
ics John Good and Phil Young step in as
licensed technicians and fill the void of
Bill and Wayne until full time techni-
cians could be hired,” explained Dawn.

The garage continued to be success-
ful, and Dawn and Jen soon realized
workspace was increasingly cramped.
Dawn explained that even during the
pandemic, things got busier, and Dawn
and Jen soon realized they were run-
ning out of space in their old building.

In May 2023 Dawn, Jen and the guys
moved the business to their new loca-
tion on Mooney Street.

Dawn attributes the success and re-
peated customers to Goderich Service
Centre is due to honesty and transpar-
ency.

“We strongly believe it is to do with
honesty and explaining what needs
done or has been done,” said Dawn.

“If explaining isn’t enough, it is best
to show the person what is wrong and
how it happened, or what will be done
to fix it.”

After nearly 20 years in business at
their old location, Goderich Service
Centre has built a loyal customer base
and would like to celebrate with them.

To celebrate 20 years in business and
the grand opening of the new and larger
location, Dawn and Jen invite everyone
— past, present, and future customers,
family, and friends — to join in cake,
coffee and 20 prizes for 20 years on
December 2. The celebration runs from
1 p.m. until 4 p.m.

Peer su pestcl
@r@][m@ﬂpu enf: car

Learn more here;

www.rrhc.on.ca/grandparentsraisinggrandchildren !
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The Choice
is Yours!

Celebrate Responsibly...
Don’t Drive Impaired.
Driving under the influence
threatens your freedom, your life
and the lives of others. This holiday
season remember to celebrate
responsibly by staying sober
behind the wheel or finding a safe
ride home.

madd’

Huron/Bruce

email: madd@hurontel.on.ca
519-357-4552
No alcohol. No drugs. No Victims.
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Goderich Junior Flyers Report

RICHARD MADGE

Sun Contributor

The Goderich Junior C Flyers played
eight Provincial Junior Hockey League
(PJHL) games in November and gar-
nered one point in the league standings.

They scored only 10 goals in those
eight games, but they didn't need to
score any to get the one point.

That point came from a 0-0 over-
time tie in Mitchell playing against the
Mitchell Hawks.

Goderich goaltender Logan Bromley
registered 40 saves, recording the first
shutout by a Flyer goalie in nearly two
years.

His counterpart at the other end of
the rink, former Flyer Thomas Brint-
nell, had 32 saves.

The Flyers other close encounter with
victory during the month of November
came in a 2-1 loss to the Wingham

.

Assistant Captain Keegan Greer.

GET NOTICED!

Email info@goderichsun.com for
details on how to get your ad here

J
~o-

Ironmen.

In that game, the Flyers formula of
tight-checking and good goaltending
almost worked for them.

The teams were scoreless after one
period, but Nate Bloemberg put the
Ironmen in the lead in the second.

Jared Houghton's short-handed, unas-
sisted counter early in the third period
tied the game until Josh Pham scored
the winner for Wingham.

The Flyers continue to struggle in the
goal-scoring department.

CONTINUE TO PAGE 18

GP w L
Hanover Barons 19 16 1
Mount Forest Patriots 21 16 4
Kincardine Bulldogs 21 11 5
Walkerton Capitals 19 10 7
Wingham Ironmen 22 8 11
Mitchell Hawks 21 7 10
Fergus Whalers 20 5 11
Goderich Junior Flyers 21 2 17

PROVINCIAL JUNIOR HOCKEY LEAGUE
NORTH POLLOCK DIVISION

(Standings through December 1, 2023)

GODERICH JUNIOR FLYERS
2023 Player Statistics
(through December 1, 2023)
PLAYER POS GP G APTS
Leland Weber F210 5§ 3 8
Carson Fletcher F210 1 7 8
Owen Shore F 12 4 3 7
Jackson Andrews F219 1 6 7
Trent Carter F 16 5 1 6
Cohen Lesouder F 17 1 3 4
Jeremy Hamilton D 21 1 3 4
James Bender F20 1 2 3
Ryan McGee F 3 1 1 2
Jared Houghton F &5 1 1 2
Reid Williams D 16 1 1 2
Brady Fraser D 18 1 1 2
Austin Aldrich F19 1 1 2
Carson Stutzman F 6 0 0 O
Wyatt Connelly D 11 0 2 2
Cooper Gaul D 18 0 2 2
Tyson Rintoul F 8 1 0 1
(MARA CUTTING PHOTOGRAPHY)  Carson Stutzman F 11 1 0 1
Jayce MacArthur F 13 1 0 1
Kyle Smeltzer F 13 1 0 1
Brett Reesor F 6 0 1 1
Wilder Hoggarth D 9 0 1 1
Payten Wheeler F 17 0 1 1
T GF GA DIFF PTS Rowan Alexander D19 0 1 1
2 91 41 50 34 Mitchell Hodges D 19 0 1 1
0 94 48 46 33 Cameron McCarthy F20 0 1 1
4 68 61 7 27 Keegan Greer D 2 0 0 O
1 61 49 12 22 Jaden Meyer D 3 0 0 0
2 52 63 -11 19 Mitch Perry F 7 0 0 O
2 63 72 -9 18 PLAYER RECORD GAA - SV%
2 53 68 -15 14 Logan Bromley 1-9-0-2 4.00 .884
2 28 108 -80 6 Christian DeJong 1-8-0-0 6.48 .839

AUTHOR SIGNING EVENT
“The Saltman”

I

S A LT M AN by Anne Kay
et Saturday, December 9
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
$24.95

Book is based on the true story of

Peter McEwan, the driller who first

discovered salt in Goderich and as

a result forever changed the town s

future. Peter McEwan is the great-
great grandfather of the book’s author.

16 Court House Square, Goderich
519-524-6901

Send in your sports reports

Coaches and/or parents are invited
to send in your sports reports and
pictures to the Goderich Sun to let
Goderich and area know how your
teams are doing throughout the
2023/24 season (and to create some
great scrapbook material to be reflect-
ed upon in future years).

Game reports should be kept to a

maximum of 100 words. Please
include a brief description of what
happened during your games, includ-
ing the names of those who scored
and any special efforts made by your
players.

Please have all reports and pictures
in by the end of the month by email-
ing kate@goderichsun.com
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Goderich Minor Hockey celebrates Hockey Day in
December

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

GODERICH SAILORS U11

Max Brown, Cody Edginton, Alex Fritzley, Maitland Harp, Foster Lambourn, Jackson Meri-
am, Weston Powell, Harrison Scholl, Ivor Shelton, Henrik Thuss, and Hadyn Zondag.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

a | 1 4 o
GODERICH SAILORS U11 LL WHITE

Caiden Anderson-Stanley, Ethan Burbine, Emily Corriveau, Griffin Denomme, Blake Driver,
Edwyn Garrick, Oscar Lobb, Liam MacDougall, Ryan McBride, Royce Otten, Graydon Phil-
lips, Carter Popp, and Callen Regier.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

GODERICH SAILORS u11 LL BLACK

Issac Armstrong, Rhedyn Banerjee, Reese Carver, Wesley Cullen, Matthew Evans, Nixon
Gillard, Jackson Mclintyre, Dustin Meriam, Connor Morrissey, Forrest Nuhn, Nathan Red-
dington, Blake Snieder, Cameron Ward, and Bryce Woods.

Goderich Minor Hockey (GMH) is
very excited to celebrate Hockey Day in
Goderich on Saturday, December 2 at
the Maitland Rec Centre.

GMH has TopShot hockey com-
ing from 1-7 p.m. with interactive games
including Skee Puck, an inflatable mini
rink and Electronic Hockey Net for all
to enjoy.

Snippity will be joining us with free
face painting and balloon creations from
10 am. -1 p.m.

GMH 1 is also sponsoring a FREE
Public Skate from 12 p.m. — 1:30 p.m.

The Junior C Goderich Flyers will
have the Blueline Club open starting at
4 p.m. as they face off against the Wing-
ham Ironmen with puck drop at 8 p.m.

There is no admission to attend the
event however GMH is collecting dona-
tions on behalf of the local food bank.
Any donations of non-perishable food
items would be greatly appreciated.

Stop by the Maitland Rec Centre on
Saturday, December 2 for a full day of
action-packed hockey.

Hockey Day in Goderich Game
Schedule:

9-10 a.m. Goderich Sailors U9 VS Li-
stowel

10-11 a.m. Goderich Sailors U7 White
vs Goderich Sailors U7 Black (half ice)

10-11 a.m. Goderich Sailors U8 White

vs Goderich Sailors U8 Black (half ice)

11-12 p.m. Goderich Sailors Ull LL
White vs Goderich Sailors Ull LL
Black

12-1:30 p.m. FREE PUBLIC SKATE

1:30-3 p.m. Goderich Sailors 13LL vs
Blyth Brussels

3-4:30 p.m. Goderich Sailors U13 Rep
vs Huron Bruce

4:30-6 p.m. Goderich Sailors U15 Rep
vs Mt Forest

6-7:30 p.m. Goderich Sailors U18 Rep
vs Wingham

8 p.m. Goderich Flyers Jr C vs Wing-
ham Ironmen Jr C

**free admission for GMHI players to
the Jr C Flyers game when wearing their
Sailors jersey**

Goderich Minor Hockey had the plea-
sure of hosting 16 (U1l) teams for the
annual Ryan O'Reilly Youth Challenge
Cup tournament on November 3-5,
2023.

Three of the teams participating were
our very own Goderich Sailors - Ull
Rep, U1l LL Black and U1l LL White.
The Ull Rep team earned a spot in
the Rep Division Championship after
round robin play but unfortunately came
up short after an intense game against
the Lucan Irish with a loss of 2-1, and
finished in second place.

2 to 6 players. Ages 8+.

Includes 6 uniquely Canadian playing

tokens.

PERFECT FAMILY GIFT!
GODERICH-OPOLY

Fun game celebrating Canada’s Prettiest Town!

16 Court House Square,

Goderich
519-524-6901

Fnchors

816 Queen Street,
Kindcardine
519-396-7012

www.finchers.ca




December 1, 2023

Goderich Sun

Goderich and District
Shuffleboard Results:
Week of October 31
through November 21

On October 31 the club had 42 players
join in the competition at Memorial Are-
na.

The club’s Domino's Pizza winner for
the week was Sharon Cousins.

The club had five, three-game winners
the week of October 31. These winners
were Glen Webster (two weeks in a row),
Barb Howard (two weeks in a row), Rod
Ansley, Dave Kelly, and Bill Godfrey.

Congratulations to all winners.

In a club announcement, it was ex-
plained that Gerrit and Gerdien Dykman
represented Canada recently at the World
Shuffleboard Championshi in St. Peters-
burg, Florida.

It was a singles tournament for the entire
week.

Gerrit placed 13th in the men’s divi-
sion out of 64 participants, while Gerdien
placed 34th out of 36 participants.

On November 7 the club had 38 players
join in competition at Memorial Arena,
while on November 14 the club only had
33 players show up to participate.

The club’s Domino's Pizza winner for the
week of November 7 was Sharon Cousins
(two weeks in a row), and the Domino's

Pizza winner for the week of November 14
was Gary Keeten.

The club had two, three-game winners
on November 7 — Lawrence Becker and
Linda Wilson.

On November 14 there weren’t any
three-game winners. It’s harder than you
think to win three-games in a row, espe-
cially at the Goderich Club.

Maybe our players will have luck next
session.

On November 21 the club had 26 play-
ers. The Domino's Pizza winner was Bill
Godfrey.

The club had two, three-game winners;
Frank Namink and Jim Howard.

Congratulations to all the club’s winners
in November.

BLYTH

N FESTIVAL
original.canadian.theatre,

The Flex Pass (6) - $258

The Flex Pass (4) - $175

The Flex Pass (2) - $88

2024 Bonanza Pass

Box Office
1-877-862-5984

2024 PASSES ON SALE NOW

Take Advantage Of Our Multiple Passes At Fabulous Discounts.

Purchase Before December. 31, 2023 To Get The Best Deal!
(Passes do not apply to Huron County Christmas Carol playing in December 2023)

This pass is redeemable for six tickets for the 2024 Season. Enjoy six plays with a $42 discount

This pass is redeemable for four tickets for the 2024 Season. Enjoy four plays with a $25 discount!

This pass is redeemable for two tickets for the 2024 Season. That’s a $7 discount!
Makes a great gift for the theatre lover in your life!

This pass is redeemable for four tickets — one for each play featured at Bonanza Weekend
in 2024 (date to be announced). Bonanza Weekend includes four incredible plays as well
as special events. (more details will be available once the season is announced). Enjoy four
plays and so much more over Bonanza Weekend with a $25 discount!

Passes make a great Christmas gift.

Please note: Prices include taxes. Please add $6 handling fee per order
Passes are exclusive to the 2024 summer season. Not refundable.
Passes cannot be redeemed for cash. Passes must be redeemed for
tickets in advance of performances.

Greab Chwistmas Gift! The early bird special ends December 31st.

Goderich Junior Flyers
Report

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Territorially, they often hold their own,
as reflected in shots-on-goal totals, but
they lack finish around the net.

The Flyers are the youngest team in
the league and consider themselves to be
amidst a rebuild.

To that end, there have been quite a few
changes to the team structure.

Head Coach Grant Lamont
has left the team due to
personal reasons and new
Assistant Coach
and Trainer Jay
Decalawe is joining ™
Coach Shawn Dickey
behind the bench.

A trade with the Mitchell
Hawks sent Goderich player
Wyatt Connelly to the Hawks in
exchange for forward Jackson Andrews
and defenceman Cooper Gaul, who both
are from Waterloo.

The Flyers see the trade as giving Con-
nelly a chance to play on a team that isn't
rebuilding with a chance to compete for
a title.

Coach Dickey feels the players acquired
in the trade fit with the quest for youth that
can be impactful right away.

Andrews, who is a fast, gritty forward
is seeing top six minutes and Gaul is a
patient, determined defender getting top
four minutes on the back end.

The Flyers have also signed a third Wa-
terloo player, 20-year-old forward Mitch
Perry, formerly with the Hespeler Sham-
rocks, listed at 6'4" and 230 pounds.

Another new addition to the lineup is
forward Jared Houghton, 18, who played
previously with the Kincardine Bulldogs.

Dickey sees a positive end in sight while
the new players get on the same
page as their teammates and
"start pulling the rope in the
=% same direction".

— A problem has
- been a lack of skat-

™ ers on the bench in
games which the Fly-
ers have been able to start
strongly, only to tire as key
players wear down from penalty

killing duties and extra ice-time.

Dickey continues to laud the play of his
goal-tending duo, Christian DeJong and
Logan Bromley.

The Flyers will be looking to press
ahead in their sharp new jerseys into the
month of December.

The "new-look" Flyers will play six
games during December, with four of
them on home-ice.

The first three Saturdays match them
up against Wingham, Walkerton and Ha-
nover and they have a Sunday afternoon
encounter with the Walkerton Capitals on
December 17.

GOLF CARTS
GOLF CARTS
GOLF CARTS

Canadian
Cart Sales

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES
FOR ALL BRANDS

519-349-2300

14 GIVEN RD, ST MARYS

E3YAMAHA

YAMAHA GOLF-CAR COMPANY
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Hunter Costello Memorial Fun-dation raises nearly

KATHLEEN SMITH
Editor

In October the Hunter Costello Me-
morial Fun-dation (HCMF) hosted their
annual live professional wrestling fund-
raising event.

This year the event proved to be highly
successful, raising nearly $7,000.

All funds the HCMF raise go towards
the unexpected expenses that come with
having an ill or special needs child.

“Hard to believe, but even some chemo
treatments aren’t covered, so we try to
help out with things like that,” said Joe
Hallam, board member of HCMF and
organizer of the wrestling event.

“We’ve also helped families that have
mobility or accessibility issues.”

Upwards of 400 supporters of HCMF
were entertained at the event, as Me-
morial Arena was transformed into a
wrestling ring. Viewers were treated to a
show by professional wrestlers like John
Atlas, Chico, and EZE Eric Cairnie rock
the arena for the great cause.

Goderich Mayor Trevor Bazinet even
got into the action, filling in as a special
guest referee.

Organizer Hallam explained that
this event will continue each year, as it
continues to be a huge success for the

/
e

MEETING THE FANS

$7,000 with annual wrestling e

(SKULLMASTER PHOTOGRAPHY)

Upwards of 400 supporters of the HCMF and avid fans of wrestling attended the October

event.
HCMF.

“If it was up the wrestlers, we would
have a show in Goderich every week,”
said Hallam.

“They love coming to our little town
as it is one of our highest attended events
and the crowd is always wild. They love
hearing the cheers and even the boos.”

Televised live on the Hurontel TV
Channel, local organizer and HCMF
board member Joe Hallam provided

A call to renovate beach
volleyball courts at GDCI

KATHLEEN SMITH
Editor

CORRECTION: Although there is en-
thusiasm by organizers to renovate the
beach volleyball courts, GDCI and the
board are still determining the project
scope and fundraising needs.

Over the past decade the current beach
volleyball courts have become worn; the
posts are leaning in different directions
and the netting is fixed at a specific height.

Looking to give the beach volleyball
courts at GDCI a facelift, a group of vol-
leyball coaches and enthusiasts including
Martin Kleuskens and Richard Van Huz-
ien are looking for organizations and indi-
viduals to support the project.

Current estimates from a budgeting
perspective put preliminary costs for
the proposed renovations in the $52,000
range.

According to Kleuskens and Van Huz-
ien, the following indicates what renova-
tions are needed and the associated cost:
Expansion of the existing courts from
three to four; install five new galvanized
steel posts ($1,000); install a Monson
Slider system ($11,000); new volleyball
netting, post pads and court boundary
lines ($1,700); install 700 tonnes of beach
sand (approximately $15,000); miscella-
neous equipment and materials ($1,200);
perimeter fencing and privacy screening
($18,000); and a storage shed installed on
site ($2,500).

“Volleyball has a rich tradition in our

community. Our initiative is to provide
our Goderich community with a high
quality, outdoor beach volleyball facility
for young athletes to acquire, develop and
forever enjoy mastering the skills of vol-
leyball,” wrote Kleusken and Van Huzien
in a letter to potential sponsors.

The goal of renovating the existing out-
door courts is to improve exposure to vol-
leyball at a grassroots level for kids of all
ages and abilities.

Kleuskens and Van Huzien believe that
the proposed renovations will increase
community involvement on all levels
through general drop-in games, to league
play, both youth and adult, and tourna-
ments.

“We are looking for organizations and
individuals to assist within their avail-
able capacity to support our project,” fur-
thered Kleuskens and Van Huzien.

While GDCI and the board are still de-
termining the project scope and fundrais-
ing needs, details are still being finalized
and there has been no guarantee that the
volleyball courts will be included in the
scope of Foundation for Education proj-
ects.

As the courts are located on school
property, the school and the board will
take lead on fundraising details.

“There is a significant amount of sup-
port from our community members, and
we strongly believe this project will be
well received and become a hub of ac-
tivity on warm summer days,” added
Kleuskens and Van Huzien.

play-by-play commentary.

According to Hallam, local sponsor-
ship helped the event be a success. Spon-
sors included The Den, Compass Miner-
als, The Rotary Club, Faux Pop Media/
AV, Huron Lakeside Electric, Boston
Pizza, and many others.

Ken and Catherine Costello, parents
of the late Hunter, the namesake of the
HCMEF, feel fortunate to be part of such
a great community.

Hunter Costello was diagnosed with

vent

Infant Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia in
2013 when he was just eight months old.

Hunter put in a brave battle, but unfor-
tunately relapsed in August 2016.

Tragically, Hunter passed away on Feb-
ruary 26, 2017, from the side effects of
CAR-T Cell therapy.

Inspired by a brave little boy, the
HCMF was born in April 2017.

Since its beginnings, the HCMF has
donated over $55,000 to local families.

“Goderich was a huge supporter to our
whole family while Hunter battled can-
cer and that support has continued since
his passing,” lamented Ken.

Although Hunter had to leave this
earth at a young age, Ken and Cather-
ine feel so proud of the legacy he has left
behind.

“His life was short, but his legacy
won’t be,” Ken added.

“The fact we get to do so much in his
name and carry on the happy, positive
spirit he brought to us every day is heart-
warming. If he had to go, I can’t think of
a better way to be remembered.”

Next year’s wrestling event is tentative-
ly scheduled for October 12, 2024.

For those who were unable to attend
the event but with to support the HCMF,
which assists families with sick or special
needs children, visit huntercostellomf.ca.

e

SERVICES

Respite Care
Palliative Care
Meal Prep
Grocery Shopping

Ontario PSW Certificate

Palliative Care Certificate

Insured for vehicle transportation
to and from appointments

CPR and First Aid Certified

TT ﬁere s No Place Like Homecare

Certified Personal Support Worker + 15 years
Offering Services in Goderich and Surrounding Areas

LICENCING, CERTIFICATIONS AND LIABILITIES

Medication Reminders
Light housekeeping duties
Range of motion exercises

Fully Vaccinated

Up to date criminal record check
Safe Food Handling Certificate
Alzheimer’s and Dementia
Training

Call Mandi at 519-441-0968 or

email acwhomecare@outlook.com
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Ivanka Fear releases first novel in a new series

KATHLEEN SMITH
Editor

Welling County author Ivanka Fear,
member of the International Thriller Writ-
ers (ITW) Debut Authors Program has
launched a second novel.

‘Where is My Husband?’, the first in
the Jake and Mallory Thriller series was
released on October 3 and is available for
purchase at Fincher’s in Goderich.

Fear’s newest book is a domestic thrill-
er about a young couple with a seemingly
ideal marriage. When Jake goes missing,
the flaws in their relationship are slowly
unravelled as Mallory’s memories of her
happy life with Jake morph into haunting
flashbacks.

Soon, Mallory realizes there is a dark
side to their relationship and that their
marriage is far from perfect. Mallory
wonders if she knew her husband at all.

‘Where is My Husband?’ is a well-craft-
ed thriller that will draw readers in on
page one and keep them hooked until the

IVANKA FEAR

end. Like popular novels ‘Gone Girl’ and
“Girl on the Train’, this book is perfect for
fans of domestic thrillers who enjoy sus-
pense and tension and stories that aren’t

WHERE
1S MY

IVANKA FEAR

2 HUSBAND?.
- *\T\!‘

b

what they seem.

Fear attended Thrillerfest 2023 in June
as a debut author, with her novel ‘The
Dead Lie’, the first in the Blue Water Mys-
teries series, which was published in Feb-
ruary 2023.

Book two of the series ‘Lost, Like Me’ is
scheduled for release in March 2024.

Fear had the honour of being one of
several new thriller writers introduced
by New York Time’s (NYT) bestselling
author Lisa Gardner at the celebratory de-
but author’s breakfast in the Metropolitan
ballroom at the Sheraton Times Square
Hotel.

‘Where is My Husband?’ is available
in paperback and Kindle formats and can
be purchased at Amazon, Indigo, or at
Fincher’s in Goderich. The audio version
iS coming soon.

Fear is a Canadian writer, born in Slo-
venia. She is a member of ITW, Crime
Writers of Canada, Sisters in Crime and
Vocamus Writers Community.

The Salt Man available at Fincher’s

A new historical fiction novel
that digs deep into the earliest
days of the oil and salt indus-
tries in Southwestern Ontario is
launching on December 9.

The Salt Man written by Anne
Kay is based on a true story that
traces the life of pioneer Peter
McEwan from 1852 when he
moves from Scotland to Perth
County in the ‘Province of Can-
ada’, to his adventures in the
Lambton County oil rush, to his
discovery in Goderich of the first
rock salt in Canada.

“Anne Kay has written a
well-researched volume on one
of the most important, yet large-
ly forgotten periods of South-
western Ontario’s economic and
social development,” said David
Yates, local historian and author.

“Kay has crafted a vividly
written account of the oil and
salt industries centred around

the life of Peter McEwan — a
fascinating, colourful character
and one of the foremost figures
involved in these businesses.
General readers will enjoy this
fast-paced book.”

This discovery ignited a salt
rush that would change the face
of many Southwestern Ontario
towns for decades to come.

“While much has been writ-
ten about Peter McEwan’s life in
newspapers, books, and family
records, I wrote The Salt Man
to breathe life and colour into
these facts and portray the ex-
traordinary experiences of Peter
and his wife Christie through
their eyes,” said Anne Kay, au-
thor of the book and McEwan’s
great-great-granddaughter.

The Salt Man illuminates oil
and salt well drilling and pro-
duction techniques, and illus-
trates the courage, ingenuity and

resilience of the vibrant men and
women who helped shape Cana-
da into the country it is today.

Thesaltman.ca website com-
plements The Salt Man with a
photo gallery, maps, additional
historical and technical details,
and more.

Book signing in Goderich:
December 9 from 1 p.m. to 3
p.m. at Fincher’s, Goderich

About salt:

McEwan’s 1866  discovery
of the first rock salt in Canada
marked the beginning of the salt
industry in Goderich. Today, un-
der the ownership of Compass
Minerals, Goderich not only
has the largest underground salt
mine in the world, but also a me-
chanical brine evaporation plant
which uses methods similar to,
but much more sophisticated
than, those McEwan used in the
1800s.

68 Courthouse Square
thedenjuiceco@gmail.com

Downtown Goderich, Ont.

519-440-9532
@thedenjuiceco

THE DEN

PLANT CAFE

~THE=
SALT MAN
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< Goderich Sun
“] know the paper is free, bul can 1 get a
subacription anyways _
Yes. We understand that some people might like the convenience of
the Goderich Sun arriving at their home (located near or far) through

Canada Post, so we do have subscriptions available for this purpose.
The price for the next 13 issues is $26.00 + GST = $27.30.

To subscribe, please e-transfer
granthavenmedia@gmail.com and include your full mailing address in

?”

the comments, or send a cheque with mailing address to Grant Haven
Media, PO Box 2310, St. Marys, ON N4X 1A2.
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A Goderlch Chrlstmas in 1923

DAVID YATES

Sun Contributor

Undoubtedly, children of all ages will
wake up Christmas morning to find under
the electrically lit plastic Christmas tree,
Santa has left Interactive Furby’s, Dog-E’s,
Bitzee Digital Pets, Tinker Tar Leopard
Guitars, and other marvels of electronic
wizardry from his elves’ workshop.

Yet, a century ago Santa’s leavings were
a little more modest, a less sophisticated,
simple but, surprisingly, almost as com-
mercial as 2023.

The holiday excitement in town was rat-
cheted up a when the Goderich Star an-
nounced on its December 6 front page that
Santa Claus was coming to town Saturday,
December 15 at 2:30 p.m.

Santa thoughtfully posted bulletins of
his progress in the Star. On December
6, he began his journey from his head-
quarters on the North Pole where he got
a “wonderful start” in such good weather
his reindeer” never travelled better in their
lives.”

The next day was a bit more blustery. \
In fact, Dixon and Blitzen, Santa’s ‘two
head reindeer’ were tired that night. In fact,
Blitzen, after crossing a bridge “was quite
lame.” Santa teased that if the roads were
this thick with snow, that he would have to
“lighten the load” by jettisoning some bags
of toys.

Until December 11, things were going
smoothly until Santa discovered when he
rested at night that he “had lost two big
bags of toys off the rear of my sleigh” and
had to go back to recover them.

On Wednesday, December 12, Santa was
out of the snowy regions and switched to
his automobile which “was working fine
and hitting on all four [pistons] and steam-
ing right ahead.” No word on where the
reindeer were though. Santa claimed that
his car was crammed with 4,000 toys for
Goderich children awaiting him on the
Square.

The blowing of steam whistles and bells
ringing heralded Santa’s arrival to God-
erich.

On the day of the big event, Santa ar-
rived “in his own big car, heavily laden
with a wonderful supply of presents” that
he brought on his long journey from the
North Pole to give to the boys and girls of
Goderich.

He also said that he would open the spe-
cial postbox on the Square with letters
written by local children that he would take
back to the North Pole. He promised each
child an answer to their letter.

During the parade around the Square,
Santa used the novel technological device
called a ‘radio’ to communicate from the
back of his car.

Santa’s radio today would be more of a
Public Address system but in the days be-
fore Wingham’s Doc Cruickshank broad-
cast the first radio transmission any sound
that travelled through the air with a pow-
ered device was deemed radio.

Very considerately, Santa made his pres-
ence known at each store on the Square.

The 1920s were the first decade where
consumerism played a more important role
than the Christian religion in celebrating
the season.
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The Santa Claus that ch11dren in the
1920s knew was described by Clement C
Moore in “A Visit from St Nicholas” as
having “a little round belly; that shook
when he laughed, like a bowl full of jel-
ly” but when he was younger and known
as ‘Father Christmas’, he was much thin-
ner and looked more like the grim reaper
in red.

By the 1920s, Santa had gained his now
familiar girth and must have modelled for
the Coca-Cola Company as he bore a strik-
ing resemblance to the image of Coke’s
Santa Claus.

By early November, the Eaton’s Cata-
logue had been delivered by early Novem-
ber to Goderich households.

Eaton’s mail order service offered anoth-
er shopping venue for Canadians but with
a two-to-four-week delivery period, Santa
could not always count on Eaton’s to have
orders filled.

In God-
erich, Christ-
mas pres-
ents tended
towards the
practical.

At Gray &
Cartwright’s
Clothing
Store  prices
were low by
modern stan-
dards as gen-
tlemen could
purchase for
their  wife,
daughter or
girlfriend a

linen table-
cloth was $10;
silk cami-
sole  $1.75;
silk bloomers
$2.95 or a hair
ribbon .75¢.
At Corn-
field’s Milli-

nery Shop on
the west side
of the Square,
one could
buy “a love-
ly dress” for

" \‘ (s /;
one’s wife or <

519-440-7205

daughter at prices ranging from $6 to $26.
Silk scarves, boudoir caps, pearl beads,
cloche hats and hosiery could also be had
at reasonable prices. Gifts for men boys or
gentlemen included kid gloves, initialed
handkerchiefs, garters, felt hats and soft
high collars suitable to any budget.

Campbell’s Drug Store sold Brown-
ie cameras for as low as $2.00, a Kodak
could be had for $6.50.

The C.C. Lee Store at the Harbour want-
ed to dispel “the impression” that “has
got around that we are only catering to
the boats and factories” by offering Rod-
gers’ 1847 Silverware, automobile skates,
and coal for $12.00 per ton to keep warm
during the holidays.

Yet, it was Lee’s electric irons and toast-
ers and other electric appliances that ap-
pealed to women. The Hydro Store adver-
tised the latest in hydro lamps.

The J R Wheeler Store on Hamilton
Street highlighted their electric washers.

These electric gadgets would soon revolu-
tionize her life by freeing her time up for
other endeavours.

The radio era was just a year or two in
the future, but the importance of music was
recognized by H E Jenner’s Music Store
which advertised “Santa knows that for
young folks, music is as much a necessity
as food” and suggested that the ‘sweet mel-
low strains of a mandolin, guitar or banjo
in the parlour” might “mean many delight-
ful, never to be forgotten, nights.”

Dunlop’s Rexall Drugstore in the Bed-
ford Block stocked toilet water, hot water
bottles, safety razors and other healthy gift
ideas as cigarettes, cigars, pipes, and tobac-
co pouches.

As smoking was considered by all class-
es a social past-time, other places also ad-
vertised tobacco

accessories as floor stand ashtrays, ciga-

TO RESERVE
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rette holders so women would not have to
smudge lipstick on cigarette butts and, of
course, lighters and matches.

At the L R Steel’s Five Cents to a Dollar
Store, Santa said he was going to “bring a

couple of his helpers and leave them at
the store” to pick up toys for Goderich
children as there was a good selection of
toys.

Displays of “trains whizzing by; the big
sail boats glide around; and the big Ford
tractor, the road rollers and automobiles”
must have turned a lot of young boys’
heads. For girls, the Five and Dollar store
carried “dolls that go to sleep and wake up,
doll cradles and beds.”

There were clown toys that danced on
their heads, toy telephones and “a new
game of horseshoes.”

In short, Steel’s Store was “a wonderful
store to do your Xmas shopping at” be-
cause there was not an item over $1.00.

In 1923, the local bakers and grocers fea-
tured fruits, candied peels and all manner
of Christmas cakes.

Curry’s Bakery, (now Culbert’s) fea-
tured its chocolates, mince meat pies and
Christmas pudding. It seems a goose was
more popular than a turkey for the family
Christmas dinner.

Canada, and Huron County, was still a
profoundly Christian country.

The Goderich Star did not neglect to
mention the church services and homilies
delivered Christmas day at the various
Goderich churches but there was little re-
ported in the paper as it was assumed that
no one would lose sight of the reason for
the Christmas season.

A century later, Goderich residents still
honour their Christmas traditions and, as
such, I’d like to wish all readers a Merry
Christmas.

Cheers!

‘ at the River Run Restaurant;."

Let’s bid farewell to the old and welcome in the new with a feast that reflects
the opulence of the occasion and leaves your taste buds dancing in delight.

Secure your place at the most exclusive New Year's Eve Buffet
in town! Limited seats available, so book now to ensure you
don’t miss out on this exceptional culinary experience.
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‘Our Honey’ recognized for its quality by Ontario
Beekeepers Association

KATHLEEN SMITH
Editor

Local honey produced by bees along the
Maitland River has earned recognition at
the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair in To-
ronto.

The Spacek family of Goderich found
out mid-November their honey won first
place in the white honey category.

After receiving a fourth-place recogni-
tion in 2022 from the Ontario Beekeepers
Association, Stan Spacek and his fami-
ly-run honey producing farm took part in
the largest indoor agricultural competition
in the world again this year.

Last year in their fifth year of producing
honey, the Spacek family submitted ‘Our
Honey’ to the Royal for the first time.

“We ended up fourth place in the white
honey category,” said Stan.

“That was odd because we submitted
to the ‘golden’ honey category. Turns out,
our honey was judged to be light enough

to be white honey. We were penalized
steeply for the colour error and our honey
was transferred to and judged in the white
category.”

Despite the deduction, ‘Our Honey’ still
placed fourth.

Spacek explained they have learned
from this and so this year, submitted again
but this time in the white honey category.

New to competitions, the Spacek family
is unsure what comes along with winning
at the Royal.

“We think a win at the Royal gives per-
sonal sense of accomplishment and some
bragging rights, as the Royals is arguably
the premier fair in Ontario,” explained
Stan.

The Spacek family plans on using the
first-place ribbon on their jar labelling to
endorse their honey as a highest quality
product.

“We always thought our bees are the
best and made great honey, but to win
at the Royal is an amazing recognition,”

Stan added.

“There is no comparison to that kind of
endorsement. It makes all the hard work
and frame by frame care worth it.”

In June 2018, the Spacek family each
started their own hives. Their hives have
since grown from four frames into their
current frame configuration of over 20
frames.

The entire family have been involved
in all parts of beekeeping, which includes
hive management, honey production,
packaging, and distribution.

The bees make ‘Our Honey’ from the
nectar collected from wildflowers and
trees growing along the lower Maitland
River outside of Goderich.

Each batch is different as the nectar
producing flowers varies throughout each
year.

In their sixth year of beekeeping, this
tradition goes back to Spacek’s grandfa-
ther who was a beekeeper. Spacek said he
used to watch his father do it 40 years ago.

In the spring of 2018, the Spacek family
purchased two nucleus colonies and the
rest is history.

“With five hives, we are small scare bee-
keepers, have limited annual production
and may even sell out,” Stan said.

“But with the same bees and the same
flora in their flight radius, we expect ‘Our
Honey’ quality will remain in the coming
years.”

‘Our Honey’ is produced by Stan
Spacek, his wife Kim and their two chil-
dren Sarah and Brian. It is 100 per cent
pure, liquid, and unfiltered raw honey, di-
rectly from the hives.

‘Our Honey’ can be found on the shelves
of Cravings in Goderich, but most sales
are done directly with customers calling
in or via email.

The Spacek family sells ‘Our Honey’
for $12 per 500 gram jars and can be pur-
chased directly via email: our.honey@ya-
hoo.com .

Blyth Festival celebrates half a century

This summer, Blyth Festival is celebrat-
ing a major milestone, half a century in
the making.

On June 12, 2024 the Blyth Festival will
open its 50th season of all Canadian plays.

Running both indoors and outdoors,
from June 12th-September 7th, in the
cherished Blyth Memorial Community
Hall and on the newly built outdoor Har-
vest Stage. A Homecoming season!

Artistic Director, Gil Garratt, says “this
is a season of celebration: 50 years since
its founding, the Blyth Festival is bold-
ly mounting five brand new World Pre-
mieres, and offering one technicolor look
back at the inspiration for it all.

Back in 1975, Blyth’s founders dreamed
of building a theatre that would put local
stories, Canadian stories, centre stage.
Fifty years later, that dream burns bright-
er than ever. All of the plays in the 2024
season were created and developed right
here, in Huron County, and tell the stories,
fictional and historic, of lives lived in this
community. These are your stories, your
neighbour’s stories, your family’s stories,
the stories of your town, your farm, your
county, and your country. This is really a
season of homecomings.”

50 Years of 100% Original Canadian
Plays

Having welcomed more than a million
patrons through the doors, the Blyth Fes-
tival has grown into a hub of Canadian
playwriting, boasting more than 150+
world premieres.

Outdoors on the Harvest Stage:

The Farm Show: Then and Now by
Theatre Passe Muraille with additions by
the 2024 Company
June 12 - Aug 4

Arguably the most influential play in
Canadian theatre history, The Farm Show
was originally produced in a barn just
fifteen minutes outside of Blyth, and was
directly responsible for the founding of

the Festival. This gentle adaptation brings
you the original in all its glory, and shines
a light on its singular legacy in our com-
munity. Come see the show that inspired
the very dream of the Blyth Festival.

Premiere

Onion Skins and Peach Fuzz: The
Farmerettes by Alison Lawrence
Aug 14 — Sept 7

Inspired by the book by Bonnie Sitter
and Shirleyan English

This nostalgic play dramatizes the in-
credible stories of Canada’s Farmerettes;
young women all over the country who
left the big cities to work as farm labour-
ers on Canadian farms as part of the war
effort during WW2. Many of these young
women learned a lot more than how to dig
potatoes, pull carrots, and muck a stall;
they learned essential truths about who
they were, who they wanted to be, and
what true and lasting friendships looked
like. A play about coming of age as young
women in a time of change.

Indoors at Memorial Hall

Premiere

Saving Graceland by Gil Garratt

June 19 — Aug 3

It's 2019 in Clinton, ON. Newly retired
and ready for adventure, Gord and Oril-
lia have been Elvis fans since they were
teenagers. In twenty-five years, they've
never missed their annual pilgrimage to
the Collingwood Elvis Festival. Just as
they're readying to embrace nothing but
Presley and the CPP, their young grand-
child arrives unexpectedly on the door-
step, upending their future plans in ways
they never dreamed. A love-me-tender
family drama about the King and kincare.

Premiere

The Golden Anniversaries by Mark
Crawford
July 4 — Aug 4

From the author of The New Canadi-
an Curling Club and The Birds and the

Bees comes a new play about love and
laughs in the golden years. For as long as
they have been married, Glen and Sandy
Golden have been celebrating their wed-
ding anniversary by coming to the same
cottage on the lake for an annual weekend
of quiet romance. And this year marks a
major milestone: 50 years of wedded bliss.
Well...mostly bliss...er...there was that one
time...oh, don't get me started! Join the
Goldens for a night of he-said, she-said,
remember-whens, what-happens-now,
and a long-term love for the ages.

Premiere

Resort to Murder by Birgitte Solem

July 24 — Aug 31

A laugh-a-minute murder mystery.
When Brett and Viv inherit an old family
mansion on Lake Huron, they dream of
starting a country resort, but the couple
have very different visions of what a tour-
ist destination should be. For Viv: a spa,
and quiet retreat. For Brett: a murder mys-
tery-themed escape room...obviously. Just
a few nights before they welcome their
first guests, Brett and Viv gather their
reluctant staff in the attic for a trial run.
When a sudden storm rolls in off the lake,
the lights go out, and the doors lock, their
light-hearted game suddenly turns into an
electrifying night of murderous confes-
sions, and twists and turns that will leave
you breathless. Enjoy your stay!

Premiere

The Trials of Maggie Pollock by Bev-
erley Cooper

July 31 — Aug 29

Seer? Swindler? Sorcerer? The true
story of the last woman in Canada to be
convicted of witchcraft...and who just
so happened to have been born in Blyth!
Arrested on her home farm just outside
of town, held in the historic Gaol near
Lake Huron, and tried in Goderich court,
her case went all the way to the Supreme
Court of Ontario. Long after the arrival

of the telephone, the motor-car, and the
electric light bulb, Maggie Pollock faced
off against official superstition in Cana-
da's courts.

The 2024 season will run June through
September, 2024. Full season details will
be available soon on the Blyth Festival
website www.blythfestival.com

Tickets go on sale to members (priority
dates are according to level of member-
ship) starting January 15, 2024 at 9am by
phone only. Sales will open to the Gen-
eral Public beginning April 2 at 9am, by
phone and online.

Passes are back! Until December 31,
2023 passes are for sale for 2, 4, or 6 tick-
ets. Significant savings are available and
prices will increase Jan. 1, 2024.

There will be a number of events and
activities planned over the course of the
season to celebrate this milestone. Please
check the website for updates.

Bonanza Weekend will run Aug. 2-4,
2024 and will also include a number of
special events to celebrate the 50th sea-
son.

If you would like to support the work of
the Blyth Festival by becoming a member
please call 1-877-862-5984 or visit blyth-
festival.com for details.

Thanks to our incredible sponsors:

Bruce Power — Season Sponsor
Watson’s Home Hardware-Harvest Stage

McCall MacBain Foundation - The
Young Company/Education outreach

Orr Insurance-Volunteer and Produc-
tion Sponsor

Tuckersmith Communications: Curtain
Call and Memorial Hall lobby.

Thank you to the following Govern-
ment agencies for their continued sup-
port:

Government of Canada, Canada Coun-
cil for the Arts, Province of Ontario, On-
tario Arts Council, Township of North
Huron.
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Remembrance Day in
Goderich
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Left: Air Cadets standing guard at the Cenotaph.
Right: Mayor Trevor Bazinet (right) paying respect with Diane Mills, President of the Ladies
Auxiliary.

i

(CYNTHIA STRICKLAND PHOTOS)

Ladies Auxiliary marching, followed by the Air Cadets.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.GODERICHSUN.COM

Goderich Legion donates

$5 bank
panx

Branch 109
GODERICH - ONTARIO

(DIANE THORNE PHOTO)

On hand for the cheque presentation are (L-R): Pat Clifford,

President of the Goderich St. Vincent de Paul Society, and 1) Mr. Potato Head
Branch 109 Catch the Ace Committee members, John A. Mac- 2) Echolocation
Donald, Sharon Cousins and Allan Pollard. 3) Uniform Resource
The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 109 Goderich sup- | Locator
ports the local food bank with a generous donation. The | 4) 1894 ‘
donation was made by funds raised in the Catch the Ace. 5) Montreal Canadians
On November 24 Goderich Legion made a generous do- | 6) Top Gun
nation of $5,000 to the Goderich St. Vincent de Paul So- 7) Alfred
ciet 8) An aglet
V.
9) Books
10)2 players

Family Health Team ‘

The Maitland Valley Family Health Team (MVFHT) provides primary health care to enrolled
patients in Goderich and surrounding rural townships and municipalities.
We are currently accepting applications for the following position:
MEDICAL OFFICE ASSISTANT
To support the practice of Dr. Mark Duckworth

Temporary Part-Time - 2 days per week
Rate of Pay: Competitive based upon experience

The successful applicant will provide administrative support to a multidisciplinary primary care
practice in a fast-paced electronic environment. Responsibilities include but are not limited to:
reception and administrative support services, managing patient scheduling and flow, scanning
and data entry, directing callers or visitors, word processing, data analysis, minute taking/
composing and billing.

Considered an asset but not required: a diploma from a recognized Medical Office Administrative
program and/or equivalent experience, excellent customer relations experience, advanced
knowledge of office practices in a health care setting, superior computer skills (Word, Excel
and Outlook), and experience with an electronic medical records system. Demonstrated time
management, organizational skills and a commitment to privacy and confidentiality are essential.
Training will be provided.

The MVFHT is committed to providing a safe and
compassionate working environment.

We thank all candidates for their interest, however only those to be interviewed will be contacted.
To apply for this opportunity, please submit your resume (in PDF format) by

Friday, December 15, 2023 to:

Matt Hoy

Executive Director

Maitland Valley Family Health Team

180 Cambria Road N.

Goderich, ON N7A 4N8

Fax: 519-524-5225

Email: infol@mvmec.ca

The MVFHT is an equal opportunity employer. Accommodations are available for the recruitment process. Applicants are
asked to make their needs known in advance.
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Livery Film Fest: Films to get excited about

ROB MCAULEY

Sun Contributor

Christmas time is always a big time for
film releases. While we can expect some
new films from Disney and Marvel, and
the other studios to open at the Park The-
atre, there are a few that likely won’t play
in town.

Unless they are picked up by the Livery
Film Fest at one of their monthly screen-
ings.

Here are some upcoming titles:

Priscilla - Directed by Sofia Coppola.
Playing at the Park as part of the Livery
Film Fest on December 7. The likely start
time is 7 p.m. but may shift to 7:30 p.m.
depending on what the theatre is also
showing. This film follows Elvis’ future
wife from the time she is 14 years old,
through her marriage to The King, to her
walking out on him at age 28. Interesting
fact: Dolly Parton would not sell “I Will
Always Love You” to Elvis because he de-
manded all the rights to the song. It was
later released as a huge hit for Whitney
Houston.

Napoleon - Directed by Ridley Scott,
starring Joaquin Phoenix and Vanessa
Kirby. The film covers the rise of Napo-
leon by looking at some of his battles. Rid-
ley Scott does a great job recreating these
on a huge scale. As he fights his battles,
he also pursues his other obsession: Jose-
phine. Interesting fact: The two and a half
hour film will be released by Apple TV as
a four hour miniseries.

The Holdovers - Directed by Alexander
Payne, starring Paul Giamatti. A grumpy
teacher at a boarding school must look
after the students that don’t go home for

Christmas. The director and star made a
fun, touching and entertaining film: Side-
ways in 2004, and this should be just as
appealing. Interesting Fact: It was first
runner up for the TIFF People’s Choice
Award (after American Fiction), so you
know it will be enjoyable.

May December - Directed by Todd
Haynes, starring Natalie Portman and
Julianne Moore. Julianne Moore and her
husband’s characters had a tabloid affair
20 years earlier, and a film is being made
about it. It will star Natalie Portman’s
character, so she moves in with the cou-
ple to do research on the controversial
mom (who met her husband when he was
a minor). You can imagine how things go.
Some reviewers call it a difficult watch
but full of campy humour. Interesting
fact: Nominated for the Palm d’Or at the
Cannes Film Festival.

Opening December 8:

Poor Things - Directed by Yorgos Lan-
thimos, starring Emma Stone, Willem Da-
foe, and Mark Ruffalo. The director’s last
film was The Favourite, in which Olivia
Coleman won the Best Actress Oscar. His
other films have been funny, weird, and
dark. This looks no different. Dafoe’s bril-
liant scientist brings Emma Stone’s char-
acter back to life with the brain of a baby,
so she is unencumbered by 1800s society’s
norms. Interesting fact: Lanthimos gave
the screenwriter a copy of Young Fran-
kenstein to review while he was working
on the screenplay.

Opening on or around December 22:

American Fiction - Directed by Cord
Jefferson, starring Jeffrey Wright. Wright
plays a smart but struggling author, who is
told that his books about the black experi-

ence “aren’t black enough”. He is frustrat-
ed, as he feels that they deal with issues
realistically but gets no interest from his
publisher. So, he writes a new novel un-
der a pen name calling up any and all ste-
reotypes he can think of. The book is an
enormous success, and Wright’s character
must deal with fame and movie deals. Re-
viewers say the film is very funny and has
genuine heart. Interesting fact: This film
won the TIFF People’s Choice Award, al-
ways a good forecast for the Best Picture
Oscar.

Ferrari - Directed by Michael Mann,
starring Adam Driver, Patrick Dempsey,
Penelope Cruz and Shailene Woodley.
This biopic of Enzo Ferrari is set in 1957,
when the company puts everything on the
line to compete in the 1,000-mile Mille
Miglia race across Italy. With Michael
Mann directing, the action will be first
rate. Interesting fact: Patrick Dempsey
who stars as racing car driver Piero Ta-
ruffi, is in real life, a race car driver and
racing team owner. He has competed in
the 24 hours of LeMans and Porsche Su-
percup series.

Opening in the New Year:

Typically, January and February films
are also-rans that are too boring for sum-
mer blockbusters, and not worthy of Oscar
awards. However, these look interesting.

Mean Girls - Directed by Samantha
Jayne and Arturo Perez Jr., starring Tina
Fey, Tim Meadows, and John Ham. This
musical is based on the 2017 Broadway
musical, which in turn was based on the
original 2004 film. A never-ending circle?
Opens January 12.

Bob Marley - One Love - Directed by
Reinaldo Marcus Green. The story of Bob

Marley’s campaign for love in violent Ja-
maica. With great music. Opens January
12.

The Beekeeper - Directed by Da-
vid Ayer, starring Jason Stratham, Josh
Hutcherson, and Jeremy Irons. A classic
Jason Stratham action thriller where he
gets revenge from some clandestine orga-
nization. Lots of action and funny quips.
Opens January 12.

The Book of Clarence - Directed by
Jeymes Samuel, starring LaKeith Stan-
field, David Oyelowo, James McAvoy and
Benedict Cumberbatch. Think Monte Py-
thon’s Life of Brian, but with Clarence. He
lives in AD29, and is closely involved with
Jesus, Mary Magdalene, John the Baptist,
Judas, and Pontius Pilate. Can Clarence
become the next Messiah and get himself
out of debt? Opens January 12.

Argyle - Directed by Matthew Vaughn,
staring Sam Rockwell, John Cena, Dua
Lipa, Bryce Dallas Howard, Catherine
O’Hara, Bryan Cranston, Samuel L Jack-
son, Henry Cavill and Chip the cat. The di-
rector always does fun action films, so you
know what to expect. An author seems to
be writing books that accurately portray a
real-life spy organization. Everyone wants
to find out what she knows. It seems that
the line between reality and her books is
blurring. Release date: February 2.

What’s a recent film that you've
loved? Drop us a line!

Rob McAuley

rob@rmcauley.ca

Rob is the manager of the Park Theatre,
on the Square in Goderich, the Chair of
the Livery Film Fest, and the TIFF liaison
for the Bayfield Indie Film Series.

On November 24 the Auxiliary of
Clinton Public Hospital (CPH) once
again lit the Gift of Lights tree. The
tree will remain lit throughout the hol-
iday season.

The lights are meant to honour the
many memories of individuals and
families special to the donor or as a gift |
to special people in the donor’s life.

Many of those honoured in this way
have been a part of the community and
the CPH for several years. The dona-
tions made over the years have not only
honoured someone special but have
also assisted in the purchase of many
new items and equipment needed at
CPH.

When the COVID-19 pandemic
struck, the Auxiliary stopped holding
the tree lighting ceremony. This year
the Auxiliary held a gathering with en-
tertainment, draw prizes including the
50/50 and the ceremonial tree lighting.

The purchase of a tick helps the
Auxiliary continue to help CPH, while
shining brightly as a happy remind-
er of how many people have helped
throughout the years.

Any donation of $20 or more will be
given a tax receipt.

This tree lights the area across the
road from the front entrance to CPH.

Above: The Gift of Light tree in front of Clinton
Public Hospital.

Top right: The social committee waiting for the
celebration to start.

Right: Entertainment by ‘The Three Guys’, Bob
Mann, Gary Black, and Paul Dockstader.

Clinton Hospital’s Auxiliary celebrates the Glft of nghts

[t
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Goderich Lions recognize exemplary service with
prestigious award

The Goderich Lions Club is
pleased to announce the distin-
guished recipients of the Melvin
Jones Fellowship Award.

Lion President Don Edward
presented the awards during a re-
cent Lions banquet dinner at the
Knights of Columbus.

“This award recognizes individ-
uals who have demonstrated ex-
ceptional dedication to the com-
munity service,” said Don.

“Named after Lions Clubs Inter-
national found Melvin Jones, this
prestigious honour is the highest
form of recognition, symbolizing
a commitment to humanitarian
ideals in line with the mission of
Lionism.”

The two recipients were Doug
Fines and Eric Fincher.

Doug Fines, President of Huro-
nia Welding and Industrial Sup-
ply:

A stalwart member of the God-
erich Lions Club since 1985, Lion
Doug Fines stands out for his un-
wavering commitment to commu-
nity betterment.

In addition to his vital role with-
in the Lions Club, Doug has served

as the President of the Goderich
Chamber of Commerce, showcas-
ing his leadership and passion for
fostering local prosperity.

One of his standout achieve-
ments includes spearheading ef-
forts in 199 that led Goderich to
become the first and only Canadi-
an town to host a Disney parade,
featuring beloved characters like
Mickey Mouse.

Doug’s family, present at the
award night, shared their im-
mense pride in his well-deserved
recognition.

Eric Fincher, Esteemed God-
erich Attorney and Community
Advocate:

A long-standing resident and
dedicated friend of the Goderich
lions, Eric has been honoured for
his outstanding contributions to
the community.

Known for his exemplary work
as an attorney in Goderich, Eric’s
impact extends beyond the legal
realm, as he consistently demon-
strates a commitment to the bet-
terment of the community that he
calls home.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)

Erlc Fincher (rlght) with Llons PreS|dent Don Edward. Doug Fines.

Steve and Mary’s looking to spread Christmas cheer

KATHLEEN SMITH
Editor

The Christmas and holiday season is one
of celebration, and Steve and Mary Bruce
of Steve and Mary’s on the Square want
to ensure everyone can celebrate this year.

This year Steve and Mary are starting
a program, A Home for the Holidays, to
give back to a caring and generous com-
munity that has proven to pull together
when the need is there.

“We all carry with us warm hearts for
family and friends during the holiday
season, and it is time to give back to the
community that has supported us over the
past few years,” wrote Steve and Mary on
Facebook.

“Since opening our restaurant, we have
planned for a time when we could help
support those in need of a helping hand in
our community.”

Knowing this year may be tough for in-
dividuals and families, on December 13
Steve and Mary’s on the Square is hosting
an event to feed 120 people in the commu-
nity that could use A Home for the Holi-
days.

Steve and Mary opened their business
on November 18, 2019. It was a dream
come true for a couple of lifelong restau-
ranteurs.

During the planning process of acquir-
ing the restaurant both Steve and Mary
wanted to give back to the community
that would be supporting their business.

A Home for the Holidays was one of
their thoughts, but the COVID-19 pan-
demic delayed this event for three years
and Steve and Mary believe now is the
time.

“A Home for the Holidays is our way
of giving back to our community to folks
who might not have a lot to celebrate
the holiday season with,” said Steve and
Mary.

“People have ups and downs in their
lives and our goal is to give people a hope
to believe that things are going to get bet-
ter.”

Steve and Mary admitted that a hot meal
in a restaurant, surrounded by people is
something most take for granted, while
there are those in the community who do
not have the luxury to go out for a meal.

Through social outreach Steve and
Mary are gathering names to invite indi-
viduals and families in need, to join in on
a traditional Christmas dinner, along with
some surprises as well.

There will be three seatings for guests
at this ticketed event, at no cost to anyone.

“They say Christmas time is the time
of miracles, we say it is time to show the
world we care,” added Steve and Mary,
who are grateful to their suppliers, vol-
unteers, and the community for their sup-
port and generosity.

“Our hope is that we will be able to con-
tinue this event as a holiday tradition.”

Currently Steve and Mary are accept-
ing non-perishable food donations for the
hampers, as well as new toy donations
to help ensure that everyone has a happy
holiday season.

Donations can be dropped off at Steve
and Mary’s on the Square during regular
business hours.

For tickets to the fundraising event,
please contact Mary in person at the
restaurant, or call 519-440-5110.

Steve and Mary Bruce. (CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

O U Ve e

Visit Steve and Mary’s, your hometown diner, for your favorite classic
breakfast and lunch or try one of our kicked up daily features. We dare to
be different in our food and service, if you like your family meal you will
love our mealtime, because every meal is with family.

Breakfast and lunch six days a week, but don’t forget about
All You Can Eat Fish and Chip Friday’s when we are open until
7pm. Pick up some freezer meals so our family can treat you even when
you are at home. Gift certificates available year round.
Tuesday: 8:00 am —2:00 pm

Qwe'ﬂﬁo
Wednesday: Closed
Thursday: 8:00 am — 3:00 pm
Friday: 8:00 am —7:00 pm
January 1, 2024: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm @ Saturday: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm

Back to Regular Business Hours cooemcu oN. Sunday: 8:00 am — 3:00 pm
58 COURTHOUSE SQUARE, GODERICH  519-440-5110 « WWW.STEVEANDMARYSONTHESQUARE.CA

Holiday Hours:

December 18-23: Regular Hours
December 24: 8:00 am — 3:00 pm
Christmas Day: 9:00 am — 4:00 pm
Boxing Day: Closed

December 27: Closed

December 28-31: Regular Hours

Regular Hours:
Monday: 8:00 am — 3:00 pm
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ANNETTE GERDES,

Sun Contributor

1. We understand that this
time of year can be especial-
ly difficult for those who are
alone or struggling. However,
we believe that with a positive
prospective, community, and
self-care, you can find the joy
and meaning during this season.
Here are some ways to make the
most of the holiday season and
each and every day throughout
the year.

2. Connect with others: reach

Grey Matters

out to local seniors centers,
community groups, churches,
and retirement homes. Many of
them organize free events and
activities during the holiday
season aimed at seniors. Attend
these events as they are fun and
provide an opportunity to meet
new people and share the hol-
iday spirit. If you are feeling
isolated, you can always get in
touch with your local retirement
residence to arrange a cozy win-
ter stay.

3. Volunteer: Consider giv-
ing your time to local charities,
shelters, hospitals, or seniors
homes. Volunteering can be a
rewarding way to connect with
others and give back to the com-
munity. Many organizations are
looking for volunteers to help
with tasks like writing letters,
making phone calls, or partici-
pating, in fundraisers.

4. Create Traditions: Start
your own holiday traditions,
whether it’s baking your favorite
cookies, watching classic mov-

ies, or decorating your living
space. These personal rituals
can bring comfort and a sense of
continuity. Share your traditions
with friends and family through
video calls or by sending them
a care package with a taste of
your holiday traditions. Make
homemade gifts for the less for-
tunate as homemade gifts can
be more meaningful than store
bought ones. Enjoy the lights
and beauty of the season.

5. Seek Support: If youre
grieving the loss of a loved one,
consider seeking support from
grief counseling, therapy, or
spiritual leader at your place of
worship. It’s okay to ask for help
during difficult times.

6. Stay Active: Physical ac-
tivity can boost your mood and
energy levels. Safely try simple
exercises or yoga routines, even
if it’s just for a few minutes each
day. Enjoy nature by taking
short walks or sitting outside.
Fresh air and the beauty of the
season can be uplifting. Consid-

er a pet companion to keep you
active.

7. Practice Self-Care: Treat
yourself kindly during the hol-
idays. Engage in activities that
bring you joy, such as reading,
listening to music, having a cup
of tea, and pampering yourself.
Consider mindfulness or medi-
tation practices to help manage
stress and anxiety.

8. Be Safe: Be mindful of
your health, especially if you’re
facing isolation. Follow health
guidelines to protect yourself
and others and seek medical
care when needed. Consider
virtual visits with healthcare
professionals if in-person visits
are challenging.

9. Share your Wisdom: Reach
out to younger generations by
sharing your experiences and
stories. You have a wealth of
knowledge and insights that can
be cherished by others. Offer
to mentor or provide support
to a young person who may be
facing challenges. Remember,

even if you do not have family
or friends nearby, you are not
alone. There are people and lots
of resources available to support
you throughout the season and
long winter months.

10. Practice Gratitude and Re-
member the True Meaning of the
Season: Regardless of your be-
liefs, remember that the holidays
are about love, kindness, and
the spirit of giving. Find ways
to spread joy to others, even in
small ways. Take time each day
to reflect on the things you’re
grateful for. Making the most of
the holidays is about embracing
the spirit of the season, fostering
connections, and finding joy in
the little things, by focusing on
what truly matters.

Annette Gerdes is the General
Manager at the Goderich Place
Retirement Residence

Wishing you all a healthy,
happy, peaceful, and heart-
warming holiday season. Look-
ing forward to connecting with
you again in the new year.

Better Decisions for Better Mental Health

TANYA MACINTYRE,
RED ROOF RECOVERY

Sun Contributor

Thirteenth  century scholar
Rumi once said, " The desire to
know your own soul will end all
other desires."

I feel that I was alienated from
my soul for a long time. I spent
more than two decades self-med-
icating my emotions. I was con-
vinced that I needed my addic-
tions to manage my life.

There was no shortage of ex-

cuses for me, either. It was easier
for me to Justlfy my addictions to
myself, rather than having to face
the reasons why I wasn't willing
to help myself.

When I think about it, if I had
been part of the marshmallow
study done in the 60s, I expect I
would have eaten the marshmal-
low.

The study by Stanford Univer-
sity tested four-year olds who
were put in a room with a hid-
den camera, a table, and a chair.
An adult entered the room to put
one marshmallow on the table,
explaining to the child that they
could eat the marshmallow but, if
they decided to wait a few min-
utes without eating it, they would
get another marshmallow.

During those few minutes
alone, the children were seen
touching the  marshmallow,
smelling it, licking it, squeezing
it. Two out of three kids couldn't
resist the temptation, and the ma-

jority gave into their desire and
ate the marshmallow.

The study followed the children
into their future and found that,
by the time they were 10, the ones
who delayed gratification were
less likely to be overweight and
had higher test scores.

By the time they were 20, they
had a better overall position in
life, both mentally & physically.

Decisions around health and
finances are good examples of
how most people lack the skill of
self-control.

We start off feeling enthusias-
tic and motivated about the gym
membership or the savings ac-
count, but only the minority can
manage to stick with it consis-
tently. That's why many North
Americans are now holding
more debt than savings. We're
also considered to be the most
stressed, depressed, overweight,
and over-medicated population in
history.

I had spent my life feeding in-
stant gratification because 1 had
never learned self-control.

Once I decided to do the work
to get clear & sober and achieve
better health, I had to learn to say
no to everything that wasn't lead-
ing me to the kind of life I wanted.

Resisting temptation gets easier
with practice, patience, and per-
sistence.

The K.EY. is to Keep Educat-
ing Yourself. Knowledge teaches
us what to do, and practice shows
us how to do it. It's a journey
that begins by building resilience
with self-care. I had to learn to
like myself enough to start taking
care of myself.

Research has shown that we
only have a fixed amount of en-
ergy to resist temptation, so it's
important to keep our attention
focused on people, places, and
things that don't tempt us.

Rumi's advice is always rel-
evant: Learning how to resist

temptation connects us to our
soul.

May the force be with you, and
remember...

YOU are the force!

Tanya

About the Author:

After 20+ years in broadcast-
ing, I decided to pack up negative
news and progressive addictions.
My recovery kicked into high
gear when [ decided to

write & speak openly about
my challenges and my success to
overcome addictions. I now help
others who want to build their
own path to recovery and better
health.

DISCLAIMER: This content is
not intended to constitute, or be
a substitute for, medical diagno-
sis or treatment. Never disregard
advice from your doctor, or delay
in seeking it, because of some-
thing you have watched, read, or
heard from anyone at Red Roof
Recovery.

RETIREES CLUB MEETS AGAIN

The Local 1863 Retirees Club in Goderich had their first breakfast before the monthly meeting since the COVID-19 pandemic. We were so lucky to have the Goderich Legion Ladies
Auxiliary put on a breakfast for the club today, and for each month from now on at the Goderich Legion (Branch 109) building where we hold our meetings. This photo shows the
Ladies Auxiliary and our club members after the breakfast today, Wednesday November 8th, 2023.

(ERIC JOHNSTON PHOTO
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Goderich Duplicate Bridge
Club Results

Bob Dick directed our Swiss Team - 54.81%
Game on October 24th. We had 12 ta- 5th - Brenda Blair & Pat Lewington
bles. - 52.98%

Ist - Doug Elliott & Virginia Elliott

with Paul Spittal & Mary Lynne Tel-

ford with a score of 66.00 (4 wins)

2nd - Michele Hansen & Greg Bow-

man with Cal Scotchmer & Janet

Bloch with a score of 55.00 (3 wins)
3rd - Joyce Mcllwain & Kay King

with Graham Yeats & Brian Reeve

with a score of 51.00 (3 wins)

Bob Dick directed our game on October

31. We had 9 tables.

Ist - Doug Elliott & Steve Jolley

6th - Greg Bowman & Michele Han-
sen - 52.89%

Rob McFarlane directed our game on
November 14th. We had 8 tables.

Ist - Anne Odonnell & Nancy McAu-
ley - 69.94%
2nd - John Archbold & Susan White

- 61.31%
3rd - Shirley Thomas & Tom Ra-
jnovich - 58.33%
4th - Joyce Zimmerman & Margaret
Blackie - 55.65%

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY: Downtown Goderich Business
Improvement Area Manager

Renewable Contract, Full-Time Position

The Board of Management for the Downtown Goderich Business Improvement Area (BIA) is
seeking an innovative, organized, and passionate person to fill the role of Manager. Reporting to
the Board of Management, the Manager is responsible for the operation and financial management
of the organization. The Manager will initiate, coordinate and direct services, programs and policies
that support its members.

- 64.29% 5th - Keith Allen & Bob Dick ABOUT THE BIA: The BIA is a Town of Goderich Committee of Council and represents
2nd - Brian Reeve & Graham Yeats - 55.36% approximately 180 businesses and property owners in the historic Downtown Goderich area.
-64.02% 6th - Garth Sheldon & Penny Peters The BIA runs many initiatives including a well-established Farmers Market, facade improvement
3rd - Garth Sheldon & Penny Peters - 51.19% program, streetscape and public art programs, special events and promotions.
- 57.14%_ _ Rob McFarlane directed our game on POSITION DETAILS:
4th - Kay King & Joyce Mcllwain November 21st. We had 7 and 1/2 ta-
- 55.03% bles. Governance.
5th - Marian Lane & Barb Howe Ist - Shirley Thomas & Tom Ra- * Ensure that the BIA is operating in accordance with relevant legislation and best practices
- 54.76% inovich - 64.42% * Develop policies and procedures
6th - Br.ian Smith & Larry Silver nd - Mari.an Lane & Barb Howe * Prepare and report measures of performance and progress to the Board
- 52.68% 60.58%  Maintain positive and productive relationships with the Board and the Town of Goderich
Rob McFarlene directed our game on 3rd - Bob Dick & Keith Allen Administration & Operation
November 7th. We had 7 and 1/2 tables. - 57.05% * Responsible for all operations of the BIA, including administration, budgeting and staffing
Ist - Penny Peters & Garth Sheldon 4th - John Legate & Stephen Jacob * Actively support work of Board sub-committees
- 67.31% - 54.46 % » Establish annual goals and work plans based on BIA operations and Strategic Plan
2nd - Joyce Mcllwain & Kay King 5th - Anne Odonnell & Nancy McAu- * Provide vision and guidance to staff, board members and the community
- 56.73% ley - 53.85% » Manage planning and implementation of events and projects
3rd - Bob Dick & Keith Allen 6th - Garth Sheldon & John Davies * Act as administrative manager for the Goderich BIA Farmers’ Market
- 56.41% - 53.50% * Plan for and support staff development through annual development plans

« Qversee beautification and seasonal decoration strategies

Ath - Graham Yeats & Brian Reeve » Complete other duties as directed and assigned by the BIA Board of Management

Wind

Wind Turbine Technician

Communication & Promotion

* Promote and foster the business and community environment in the BIA

* Represent the BIA's interests within the community at both local and regional levels
* Manage and maintain the website, social media channels, and business listings

» Manage communications with members and external stakeholders

* Market BIA with the intention of attracting new business

* Oversee the design and creation of marketing materials

* Develop and run special events

* Foster and maintain strong working relations with the Town and media outlets

The Company: We are a growing Renewable Energy Company founded in Sault Ste. Marie Ontario,
that offers its employees competitive wages, benefits and a full pension plan.

SFM Wind is a division of Soo Foundry & Machine (1980) LTD. For over sixty years, Soo Foundry
& Machine has earned a reputation for Customer Satisfaction, exceeding our customers’ expecta-
tions in terms of safety, delivery and quality workmanship. SFM Wind is built on the same approach,
committed to providing safe, thorough and professional service to assist wind turbine owners in
extending the life of their wind turbines. We service our customers from three locations, head office
being in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario with satellite offices in Chatham, Ontario and Goderich, Ontario.

Finance

* Responsible for management and stewardship of assets and financial health of the BIA

 Monitor and review the annual operating budget of the BIA

* Prepare financial information for the auditor

« Prepare an annual report for yearly deputation to Council and members of the BIA

« Assist the Town’s Director of Corporate Services/Treasurer and staff in preparation of receivables,
payables and payroll

KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, AND ABILITIES:

« Strong communication skills, both written and verbal

« Superior customer service focus

» Effective time management skills

* Excellent problem solving, negotiation and conflict resolution skills

» Marketing experience

» Working knowledge of project management principles

e Supervisory experience

* Demonstrated experience with developing and implementing strategic and operational plans
* Ability to interact pleasantly, courteously, and professionally in all situations

* Experience using social media monitoring and reporting tools

« Strong technical skills (e.g., Excel, Office and Zoom)

* Experience using MailChimp and Survey Monkey or similar software

* Post-secondary education in Business, Marketing or similar complimentary asset

COMPENSATION: Annual Salary $48,000-$53,000 commensurate with experience.
HOURS: Monday through Friday may include evenings and weekends.
APPLICATION DATE: by 4 PM Friday December 15, 2023

START DATE: January 2024

TO APPLY: Candidates are invited to submit a detailed cover letter, and resume in confidence
to goderichbiaboard@gmail.com, Attention BIA Chair. Please ensure that the cover letter is a
maximum of one page. Cover letter and resume are saved together in one PDF file. The PDF file
name is your: First name Last name (e.g., Jane Smith)

The Work: We proudly offer turn key services for major component replacements on most WTG
platforms with extensive experience on Siemens 2.3, GE 1.6 and Vestas platforms. We specialize
in major component exchanges; such as Main Bearing, Gearbox, and Generator exchanges. Along
with the smaller tasks like internal components, blade bearings, gearbox components (up tower
gearbox repairs), hydraulics, electrical and advanced rigging. This wide range of services also
allows us to take on new tasks and challenges that may be unique, or new to you.

Job Location: Goderich, Ontario or Chatham, Ontario

Both locations offer desirable amenities and plenty of opportunity. Surrounded by the Great Lakes,
hiking trails and small town feel with close proximity to major Canadian cities. Fantastic places to
put down some roots or start/grow your family.

Requirements:

e Minimum 2 years’ experience as a Wind Turbine Technician

(Major Correction Experience a plus)

« Millwright Trade Ticket or equivalent experience are encouraged to apply
» Work well in a team environment

* Travel with-in Canada.

* Work long hours as required

* Safe work mindset.

* Positive attitude.

« Experience with S.W.P and G.E. platforms an asset, but not necessary.
* Valid Driver’s License

* Must have Grade 12 diploma, or equivalent.

How to Apply:
* Please Submit Resume and cover letter to info@sfmwind.com
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OH, THE PLACES WE LL GO: When a travel plan gets even better

PAUL KNOWLES

Times Contributor

If you remember the TV show
“The A-Team,” you will remember
the phrase, “I love it when a plan
comes together.” Well, you know
what’s even better? When a plan
turns out to be an even better plan
than you planned!

Read it again — eventually, that
will make sense.

And that is what has happened
with the trip I am leading to Wales
and the Cotswolds, next May.

Some background: last year, I
collaborated with the excellent
folks at Stonetown Travel to plan
and lead a coach tour of south-
ern England, which we dubbed
“Canterbury to Cornwall.” I had
no idea how it would go, but — in
my obviously biased opinion — it

was great. A great tour, great des-
tinations and, most importantly, a
great group of fellow travellers. It
was so enjoyable that I agreed to
put together another itinerary, and
lead a group to another part of the
British Isles, in 2024.

I only want to take that on, if
we’re visiting places [ am very fa-
miliar with — I think I owe it to my
group to have a good idea of our
destinations. I knew I wanted to
go to the Cotswolds, that beautiful
part of England often called “The
Heart of England.” A visit there

STONETOWN

WALES

AND THE
May 13 - 26, 2024

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY GUIDED BY PAUL KNOWLES

COTSWOLDS

| I_E‘i \.:?5

The High Street in Abergavenny, where the group will stay for four nights.

must include Stratford, Coventry,
and Oxford, all without spending
a lot of time on the bus. And yes,
I have been to the district several
times, and loved every minute of
1t.

But as I looked at a map of the
UK., I realized that we could in-
clude a few days in Wales — a
destination often overlooked — as
part of this tour. And, yes, I have
been to Wales — but at the time I
planned the trip, it had been about
25 years since my last visit there. |
recalled enough, though, to choose
the charming
town of Aber-
gavenny as our
headquarters
for a three-
night stay.

And  that’s
where the plan
turned out to
be even bet-
ter than I had
planned. Be-
cause in Sep-
tember of this
year, I got a
call from a
website  pub-
lisher: “Would
you like to go
to Wales, next
week, to write
about the Aber-

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street,
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50025796

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTOS)

gavenny Food Festival?” I would
have to leave in a week.

Really? I jumped at the chance,
thanked the nice people at vacay.
ca, and packed my carry-on.

The time in Wales was amazing,
and I got lots of material for travel
articles, but at least as importantly,
I got to visit the very town and sur-
rounding area that I had already
planned for our Wales and the
Cotswolds trip. And that oppor-
tunity meant I could connect, per-
sonally, with people in Wales, and
arrange unique experiences that
would never have been possible
if I were planning the trip based
on decades-old memories. I got to
visit the hotel we will be staying
at. I met the owner of a vineyard
where we are going to have a tast-
ing of wine made in Wales — great
stuff (I did check it out, assiduous-
ly), but never available in Canada.
I talked to the folks at historic and
scenic sites, and was able to ar-
range some unique experiences for
our group.

My time in Wales was so good
that when I returned home, I re-
jigged the tour itinerary, to add
one day in this fascinating coun-
try. My new plan is definitely bet-
ter than what I had planned!

Of course, we will also be vis-
iting amazing sites in England.
We’ll be staymg in Stratford -up-

on-Avon for a few days, which
will include attending a play at the
Royal Shakespeare Theatre, and
visits to all sorts of sites connected
to the great playwright, himself.

I can’t wait to revisit Coventry
Cathedral, one of the most emo-
tionally powerful places in the
world. The story of the bombing of
Coventry, including the cathedral;
the decision to maintain the ruins
as a memorial; and the construc-
tion of the new cathedral right next
door, is a powerful narrative, full
of poignant details that I will keep
to myself, until we are at the site.

We’ll also stay in Chipping
Campden, a beautiful Cotswold
town, and in Oxford, where there
is so much to experience — includ-
ing music in one of the historic
churches.

I was especially excited to learn
that a new visitor spot has opened
near Oxford — Bletchley Park,
famed site of the top-secret de-
coding operation that cracked the
Nazi’s communications code, the
Enigma Code. This has been made
famous in historical accounts,
books, and movies. I jumped at the
chance for our group to pay a visit.

I am very grateful to the people
at Stonetown Travel — including
Stewart Grant, that very busy guy
who owns the travel agencies and
also this newspaper and its sister
publications — for offering me the
chance to put my travel experience
into practice by introducing others
to some of the most interesting
parts of the world.

I am also grateful for the sheer
coincidence that took me to
Wales in September, turning my
plan into a better plan than I had
planned!

For more information, contact
me, or Louise Bell at louise@
stonetowntravel.com.

Paul Knowles is an author and
travel writer, and President of the
Travel Media Association of Can-
ada. To contact Paul about travel,
his books, or speaking engage-
ments, email pknowles@golden.
net.

Historic memorlals in the Parlsh Church of St. Mary's in Agergavenny
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Ri d d l es Pet of the Moh

I"I.
What do miners put on their face at Qe W X RE % a‘: Wou W Wk e P "
night?
Coal cream.
(
Why did the football coach go to the bank? KEVI N
To get his quarterback. .. .
o Kevin is a 3 year old Australian
What i 4 sinas? Blue Heeler. His favourite activity
4 '?Eﬁ/::%"afsrl'eys'"gs' is to chase squirrels and visit the
horses, cats and cattle at the barn.
He loves riding in th r and th
Did you hear about the man who got his . elo e.s ding in the car and the
left arm cut off? side-by-side although he always has |
He's all right now. to have the front seat! Anyone riding
with him has to ride in the back
Why did the bird go to the restaurant? seat!
STEElED N e 2T B eE! Submitted by Lori Vanstone
N
What do frogs drink?
Croak-a-cola. PO :: AR R R B
Why can't a leopard hide? Nominate your Pet of the Month by emailing info@goderichsun.com

Because he's always spotted

Why did the rancher name his ranch Wo rd Sea rc h
"Peanut Butter"?

It was a great spread.

CHRISTMAS

What's the richest kind of air? Christmas
Billionaire. N Z F XY FBOTEJNXT JTFGCGTUTHUP
M OCU I TTUATEMWS SO QFARYVRTR R Merry
How come my uncle does not brush his H F CUSYFEGWI AOKTPUREE Festive
hair? UX ZUPORUJGLUBXMOPUDTIL JHS
Because he is bald. Santa Claus
| T S K ZFWZRLOGEV I TSETFTCE
Elves
WMV UZFT SRTETI NDTETETRIKTTDVN
SUdOku S UCYARTI KUMWWWAQHB I I MC T Jolly
H ON Z NULUO Z Z AUPIRUHLAWD I C S Reindeer
2|6 4 T CsSsSYDC®PYLESNITJESTDYV Carolers
Y HAF Y L KWTILTGSXJNWNTTUBD )
5 7 Mistletoe
Y NM 1 TR 1 KRYDNA ATCATEUA AWTLTCG
8 9|5 Q X T J I KNACNTYTZPRASUVTELTE Nativity
3 | DS UV LGWUDUANUGBU HMWSJ I T zcC Yuletide
5 1 5 R L IR 1 STOUDHU HRTIDU HTPU HTETLGOG Z Tinsel
ENRDTTUJ I CLRGOUTGBTILTNVTE S G )
9163 8 Stocking
A AHJAUJLGBVYVHIKVYVILETOOTLUA
C VCFNOMGBU BOMWOTPTETGOTETDTFE X Presents
> 3 6 F ZV CHJSYLYUBLUBIXARA QTFU ZM Candy
TEUMH I FYTXTHBETG CAETSTYOTRN Rudolph
3 7 9 F UCGDNNNGOUJOTLTILY QLWEKMG )
Holiday

Solutions on page 31
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STYLISHWARM HOODIES
Great Lake Hoodies

Original colours available in sizes SM to XXL
Pastel colours available in sizes XS to XXL

-J by L uR lli'ﬂl"
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GREAT

UKE B' RON, ONTAR /
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16 Court House Square, _ 816 Queen Street,
Goderich f Kindcardine
519-524-6901 ' 519-396-7012

www.finchers.ca

Help

o
WERNER RITGEN*
519-524-3759

MICHELLE NESBITT*
519-955-0651

KRISTY DALEY*
519-955-1149

|
SHANA BARNIM*
519-440-8138

JAMES BUCHANAN*
519-955-0999

“MELISSA DAER*
519-525-1774

ol

KATHY DAWSON**
519-524-3369

ey m .
JEFF BAUER***
519-525-7448

BRIANNE WEBBER™
519-872-7307

JAROD MCMANUS*
226-963-1209

+__ Check out our
; listings and
agents

Find us on:
[i facebook.

LAYNE LAVIS*
519-525-1650

BRIAN COX*
519-274-0845

Broker/Owner*** Broker** Sales Representative™

ROYAL LEPAGE
Iy
HEARTLANDREALTY 5=

RACHAEL BRIDGE*
416-573-6773

Royal LePage Heartland Realty

Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated
33 Hamilton St. Goderich, ON N7A 1P8

Office - 519-524-6789

ng you is what we do.

Sunset of the Month

Stunning red sunset captured by Emsie Williams on November 18. (CREDIT: Emsie Wil-
liams)

To submit your sunset photos email
kate@goderichsun.com

i Shop local.
3 Shop Leis Lumber-BMR
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% B astic gift ideas i none

f Canada’s most unique *

hardware stores.

Onlin_g shbpping coming in 2024
LUMBER

1%2! COMPANY LTD.

121 Huckins St. Goderich, ON N7A 3X8
519.524.1778

wwWw.leislumber.com
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COMING EVENTS

Email to inquire

info@goderichsun.com

Local Theatre: Christmas in the
Highlands

Running on Friday, December 1 until
Sunday, December 3, as well as on Fri-
day, December 8 until Sunday, Decem-
ber 10 at The Livery Theatre.

Written by Warren Robinson, directed
by Eleanor Robinson, sponsored by
Second Streetlight Estate Winery.

For information on when box office
opens, and for show times visit The
Livery’s website.

Hockey Day in Goderich
Saturday, December 2 at Maitland
Recreation Centre from 9 a.m. until 10

SERVICES

Have you been affected by someone else's drinking?
Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU!

Call for time and place.
1-800-706-9833 or App Available

p.m.

Stop by the MRC for a full day of ac-
tion-packed hockey, ending the day
with a match between the Goderich
Junior C Flyers and Wingham.

Local Sports: Goderich Junior Fly-
ers Home Games

Saturday, December 2 at 8 p.m.
Saturday, December 9 at 8 p.m.
Saturday, December 16 at 8 p.m.
Sunday, December 17 at 2:30 p.m.

All home games are at the Maitland
Recreation Centre.

Downtown Goderich Open House
Sunday, December 3 from 11 a.m. to 4
p-m. in-store features.

Santa and Mrs. Claus from 12 p.m. un-
til 2 p.m. around the Square.

$30 for a family.

Polar Plunge at the Beach
Monday, January 1 from 10 a.m. until

and the Alzheimer Society Huron
Perth.

Plunge into the brisk water of Lake
Huron and enjoy New Year’s morning.

12 p.m. at the Goderich Waterfront.

Returning
Breakfast with Santa for the sec-
Saturday, December 9 from 8 a.m. un-  ond year to
til 12 p.m. at Trinity Christian Reform  raise funds
Church. for Huron
Celebrate 29 years of Breakfast with and Area
Santa and fundraise for the Huron Search and
Women’s Shelter. Rescue
Cost is $5 per child, $10 per adult, or (HASAR)

OBITUARY

KEARWOOD B. WHITE (KIP)

OBITUARY

Local Digital Radio!

Tune into “On the Go in Two” for local news, views and
interviews... and the greatest music under the sun!

Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 10 a.m. to noon
Listen at www.Sunviewl0

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

September 19, 1936 - October 30, 2023
In loving memory

Born September 19, 1936, in Goderich, Ontario to Irene
& Kearwood W. White, Kip was the youngest of 7 chil-
dren. He married V. Marie Glenn in 1957 and the two
headed West.
Predeceased by his son Glenn in 2008. Left to mourn
his passing are his wife of 66 years, Marie, his children;
Wendy, Keary, and Brent, his grandchildren; Dawne,
Drew, Ryan, Shannon (Alex), Kelly, Morgan, and Briya,
and relatives in Ontario, Kamloops, and Novia Scotia.
Kip was a great logger who loved his work and had the
pleasure of getting to know so many fine people.

HASKELL, Douglas Lloyd Duncan

At Alexandra Marine and General Hospital on Thursday
November 23, 2023. Douglas Haskell of Goderich at the
age of 85. Beloved husband of Patricia Marie Haskell
(Wright) for 49 years. Dearest father of Lloyd (Becky)
Haskell of Goderich, Connie (Willie) Betancourt of Lan-
caster, PA, Scott William Haskell of Goderich, Jane Ma-
rie Campbell (Bill) of Bayfield. Predeceased by his son
Robert Blake Haskell (2007). Loving Papa to Kristopher
Haskell (Marissa), Kassandra Haskell (Kyle), Eric Snel-
grove (Krista), Megan (Christoph) Beeler and McKenzie
“Mac”: Campbell. Great grandpa to Oscar Beeler. Sur-
vived by his sisters Diana and Shirley. Also predeceased
by brothers Floyd, Cecil, Lorne and sisters Irene, Marie,
Doris and Lorene.

The family will receive friends at First Baptist Church
(39 Montreal St. Goderich) on Friday December 1, 2023
from 12 Noon until the time of the memorial service at 1
PM. Cremation has taken place. Memorial donations to
Lucknow Pet Rescue or the charity of your choice grate-
fully acknowledged. Friends may sign the book of condo-
lences at www.mccallumpalla.ca

Email to inquire
info@goderichsun.com

50 Victoria St N,
Goderich
519-612-4999

Edward)Jones
Becky Deighton DFSA™, CEA®
Financial Advisor

37 Kingston Street,
Goderich, N7A 3K2

gvmma

Family and intimate partner
violence advocacy and service hub
Providing the following services:

* Awareness * Education
* Prevention « Advocacy
* Family Law Court Support
P: 403-605-6590
E: evermoreontario@gmail.com
www.evermoreontario.com

Bus: 226-458-0105 Not Just For Addictions... For Life!
Contact us for a free < i
personal financial Fl(sll‘l. ]f lf l(l)l)p s RED ROOF
I‘evlew. .................................................... RE COVERY
Great Harbour
becky.deighton@edwardjones.com Views ADDICTION RECOVERY PROGRAMS
www.edwardjones.ca/becky-deighton 111 North Harbour Road West redroofrecovery.com

205 Nelson St., Goderich » 519-524-7024
4546 Line 42, R.R.1 Sebringville
Two locations

Serving Perth and Huron Counties
Goderich Yard Hours
Mon. - Fri.: 8:00am - 4:30pm
Sat.: 8:00am - 12:00pm
62 years in the Metal
Recycling Business 9
Operated by the Joyes Family.
www.secondaryresources.ca

Call 519-524-7024 for an appointment.

ADVERTISE HERE FOR AS
LOW AS $15 PER ISSUE!

Secondary Resources
(Perth) Ltd. Metal
Recycling Scrapyards
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Contact:
info@goderichsun to inquire.
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Christmas spirit alive at IODE’s recent Christmas House Tour

The IODE Christmas House Tour raised over $25,000 on the tour, and to the public who purchased tickets to tribution to the AMGH for their palliative care rooms,”

this year. support this fundraiser. explained Heather Ball.
Many thanks to the generous homeowners, creative “We are pleased to announce it was our most successful “Merry Christmas from the Maple Leaf Chapter IODE.”

decorators, the 75 volunteers who took shifts at the homes tour to date, and soon we will be making a financial con- Nearly 1,100 tickets were sold this year.
1Y i B g — = L |
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GODERICH{LANDSCAPING
RESIDENTIAL

SNOWBLOWING

CALL OR EMAIL &

BOOK WITH US TODAY!
519-955-7149 ¢ sales@goderichlandscaping.ca




