
By Veronica Reiner

Hundreds of people packed into the New 
Hamburg Community Centre to attend 
the New Hamburg Remembrance Day 
ceremony on November 11 - the event 
honoured armed forces members who 
fought and died in the line of duty.

The ceremony included a moment of 
silence, a colour party parade, wreath 
laying ceremony, musical performanc-
es by the New Hamburg Concert Band 
and Waterloo Oxford District Secondary 
School students, the singing of O Canada.

The colour party parade began their 
march at around 10:05 a.m. from around 
the area on Huron Street and Waterloo 
Street, then travelled along Huron Street 
to the cenotaph to lay wreaths, then at-
tended the arena at around 10:55 a.m. 
The Waterloo Warbirds could be spotted 
flying over New Hamburg within that 
time frame.

“As we look globally at all of the conflict 
and grief around us, we’re very grateful 
for those who provided our freedoms 
here and all of our veterans,” said Wilmot 

Mayor Natasha Salonen, in a speech to 
the crowd.

“I will conclude with a quote that actual-
ly my dad has hanging in his room, and 
it’s from Winston Churchhill. It’s ‘never 
has so much been owed to so few by so 
many.’”

Other dignitaries in attendance in-
cluded Kitchener-Conestoga Member 
of Parliament Tim Louis, Kitchener-
Conestoga Member of Provincial 
Parliament Mike Harris, Councillor 

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
Reporter 

Queen’s Park in Tavistock is a bit torn up 
this week as work on the highly anticipated 
spray pad begins.

The company doing the work, Openspace, 
has an excavator on site preparing it for the 
next steps.  

The  plumbing supplies and equipment 
are now on  site and the next step will be 
to run piping and add gravel then estab-
lish the forms to prepare for the concrete 
pour. Stubbes Precast will also be deliver-
ing a building that will contain the spray 
pad’s control box and will act as a mini 
pumphouse.

OpenSpace suggests it will take a  couple 
of weeks to prep and pour the concrete and 
then they will return in the spring to bolt on 
the fixtures, perform the initial start-up, and 
provide staff with  training for upkeep and 
maintenance, start-up, and shutdown going 
forward.

The new spray pad for the Town of Tavistock 
was first requested by a citizen delegation 
to council in October 2019. The $250,000 
project is supported through a 2022 Ontario 
Trillium Foundation grant of $150,000 and 
community fundraising efforts of over 
$100,000. The spray pad aligns with the 
Township of East Zorra-Tavistock’s  Parks 
and Recreation Master Plan, which shows 
a need to increase access to outdoor aquat-
ic facilities to meet its target service level 
for its population.   Council awarded the 
contract to construct the new spray pad 
to Openspace Solutions Inc. at the July 5 

Tavistock 
Spray Pad 
construction 
begins

Continued on page 2Continued on page 8

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2023SINCE 1895

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
Serving New Hamburg, Tavistock, Baden, Wellesley, New Dundee, St. Agatha, Shakespeare, Petersburg, Hickson, Punkeydoodle’s Corner and area

OXFORD BUDGETE DELIBERATIONS PAGE 4

You are not alone

VIBRANT FARMS PAGE 6

FREE

Hundreds of people attended the New Hamburg Remembrance Day ceremony on November 11 to honour veterans. The event mainly 
took place at the New Hamburg Community Centre. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

Hundreds attend New Hamburg 
Remembrance Day ceremony
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Construction on Tavistock’s Spray Pad started this week. Excavating is the first step before plumbing can be roughed in to ready for a concrete 
pour. It is expected to be operational in the summer of 2024.

COMMUNITY —

Continued from page 1

Join a Team that offers:

AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN/APPRENTICE

www.johnbearnewhamburg.com
519-662-1200

- Highly competitive wages
- Benefits

- State-of-the-art facility and equipment
- Vacation time

- Career advancement opportunities
- GM training

THINK 
JOHN BEAR 
IS RIGHT 
FOR YOU? 
Check out 
our website 
for details 
about us!
Contact 
David Ross 
519-662-1200

www.johnbearnewhamburg.com 

John Bear, New Hamburg, is now hiring an

Tavistock Spray Pad construction begins
council meeting.

New EZT municipal building

The Hickson building will be released 
to the township in the first part of next 
week, with a migration plan for staff 
to move across the road in sections 
during the next two weeks. Township 
CAO Karen DePrest said they’re ex-
cited. “We are looking toward our first 
council meeting being held in the new 
chambers on December 6 and a grand 
opening event including an open 
house and the final 2023 Recreation 
Advisory Committee meeting on 
December 13. Stay tuned for more de-
tails on both of those public events as 
we get settled in.”

She added that the first meeting in 
the new digs will not be available on-
line, but they are headed in that di-
rection. “The December 6 meeting will 
not yet be virtual. Our plan is to have 
the necessary infrastructure installed 
and in place for the first of the new 
year in 2024. We are currently work-
ing on a software implementation 
that will allow a seamless transition 
into the hardware installation neces-
sary to support the recording and live 
streaming of our council meetings go-
ing forward.”
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BL ACK
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DEALS START NOW!
UP TO 75% OFF

STOREWIDE!

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 
MON-FRI 9AM-8PM
SAT9-6  SUN10-5

$$115959

LUXURY LUXURY 
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

5MM THICK5MM THICK

$$116969
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 4.99

GLASS/STONEGLASS/STONE
BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH
$$229999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

PADPAD
ATTACHEDATTACHED

HOT HOT 
BUYBUY

13” X 13”13” X 13”
PORCELAINPORCELAIN

TILESTILES

6969¢¢
FROM

5’ X 8”5’ X 8”
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS 

STARTING FROMSTARTING FROM

$$9999
NOT EXACTLY
AS SHOWN

NO TAX!

IN STOCK
DOORDOOR
CRASHERCRASHER

HERRINGBONEHERRINGBONE
HARDWOOD HARDWOOD 

  $$339999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 8.99

IN STOCK NEWNEW
ARRIVALARRIVAL

HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED
LAMINATELAMINATE

  $$115959
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 4.99

IN STOCK 12MM12MM
THICKTHICK

/SF
4.99
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Saturday, November 25, 2023 at 1:00 pm
Santa Claus ParadeSanta Claus Parade

Theme: Winter Sports
Meet Santa at Pavilion Queens Park

Float Registry:
Family, Organizations, Commercial Judged at 12:30

Email: tavistockmensclub@outlook.com 
for entry and details

Monetary donations collected for TAP 
along parade route.

By Veronica Reiner

The Waterloo Regional Police Service 
(WRPS) said their communications de-
partment was “extremely busy with people 
making complaints” of fireworks across 
the region on Sunday, November 12.

The WRPS posted on X (formerly known 
as Twitter) at about 10 p.m. that day, stat-
ing that fireworks are permitted until 11 
p.m. in celebration of Diwali. Diwali is the 
Hindu festival of lights, celebrating the 
triumph of good over evil.

When asked for more information, WRPS 
Constable Bradley Hickey said that they 
received “several” complaints, and did 

not specify from which townships. He 
said that 911 should only be contacted in 
emergency incidents, such as attack/as-
sault, gunshots, fire, medical emergencies, 
crimes in progress, suspicious activity or 
serious traffic collisions.

“Reporting fireworks is not an emergen-
cy situation and they need to contact the 
non-emergency number at 519-570-9777 
if making a report,” said Hickey.

“It would be best to reach out to bylaw, 
however, as they generally respond to 
these calls and would be able to provide 
information surrounding any warnings/
charges that may have been laid last night 
and over the weekend.”

“Several” complaints 
made to police about 
November 12 fireworks

(Photo credit: Neenu Vimalkumar)
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By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
Reporter

Oxford County has tabled its draft bud-
get and as it stands now, it has a tax levy 
hike of over 15 percent. Members of coun-
cil haven’t yet had a chance to offer their 
thoughts on what or if they would like 
some items reduced or deleted altogether, 
but they will soon get their opportunity. 

Budget meetings are scheduled for 
Wednesday, November 15 at 9:30 a.m. 
along with other sessions on November 
29 and then a regular council meeting on 
December 13 to likely approve it.

East Zorra-Tavistock Mayor Phil Schaefer, 
the area representative on county coun-
cil, wouldn’t go into detail on what his 
thoughts are on the document but did say 
he’s prepared to do his homework. “Yes, it 
is still early so I will be digging into the 
draft budget document and asking ques-
tions of the various department heads to 
get a clear picture of the funding requests, 
as well as working collaboratively with 
my fellow councillors to ensure we can 
deliver the services that the residents of 
Oxford require.”

Woodstock Mayor Jerry Acchione told the 
Gazette that he was surprised when he 
first saw the document’s price tag. “To be 
honest with you, I was shocked. I knew 
there would be a big ask and for some 
reason, I thought they were going to come 
in with 10 percent. I was not expecting 
15.3. In today’s financial hardships for so 
many people, there are a lot of things that 
need to be looked at. Are they really a pri-
ority at this time and can people afford to 
do this?”

Oxford County Warden Marcus Ryan ad-
mitted there are big things in this bud-
get, partly due to a new strategic plan. 
“We just had an election a year ago and 
those councillors heard from many peo-
ple about the things they want. There 
are some big things in it.” The budget’s 
increase over 2023, according to Ryan, 
can partially be blamed on inflation. “It 
is a reflection of what everyone is ex-
periencing. Every time we get groceries, 
pay rent, renew a mortgage, or fill up 
a vehicle with gas, those prices have all 
gone up. Municipalities buy those same 
things to varying degrees.” He added the 
cost of maintaining roads, bridges, water 
treatment plants, and ambulances have 
all risen. On a positive note, the warden 

does say a soon-to-be-released report 
on assessment growth should ease some 
of the budget pain. “We are going to take 
out some assessment growth from that 15 
per cent. Every new home and new busi-
ness that adds value to property is a new 
taxpayer and that reduces the burden on 
the existing ratepayers. We will get that 
report later in November. Whatever per 
cent that is comes right off the 15.”

According to figures sent to the Gazette 
by Lynn Buchner, the County’s Director of 
Corporate Services,  the 2024 draft bud-
get levies would result in EZT being billed 
$6.9 million in 2024, compared to $5.9 
million in 2023, which is a 15.8% increase 
year over year. “However, this figure will 
be reduced based on assessment growth 
that was realized in 2023. Based on pre-
liminary assessment figures, we expect 
that the 15.8% year-over-year increase 
in the county’s levy will be reduced to a 
15.2% increase over last year’s levy ap-
portionment. Please note these are pre-
liminary and subject to change before the 
budget is approved,” added Buchner.

The draft budget includes the equiva-
lent of 41 new full-time positions ranging 
from 9.4 in Paramedic Services to 7.9 at 
Woodingford Lodge and 3.5 in the Oxford 
County Library system. In addition to 
more library staff, they are asking for 
$5.2 million dollars, an increase of nearly 
22 per cent from this year. Southwestern 
Public Health is also asking for a 19.4 per 
cent increase totalling $3.3 million. 

Acchione said while he believes county 
staff used what council has requested in 
budget discussions to create the docu-
ment, he said it’s just too much of every-
thing. “I think it’s too many things, way 
too many people. Again, in this tough fi-
nancial environment, we really need to be 
careful and I’m not sure this budget that 

is being proposed is recognizing the hard-
ships some people are facing.”

He added his job going forward is to fig-
ure out what areas can be put in the park-
ing lot for now and what money needs to 
be spent next year. “I have no doubt every 
single thing involved in the budget is a 
priority of council, but I don’t know if it 
has to be done in 2024. I’ve marked up my 
pages quite a bit already and I am look-
ing forward to this week’s first sit-down to 
talk about it publicly with staff. There are 
definitely more than a few areas where I 
am ready to say listen, this isn’t the high-
est priority for next year.”

Ryan said the proposed increase of 41 full-
time equivalent staff members is a direct 
result of what residents of Oxford have 
been asking for.  “That is a driver for a lot 
of these initiatives. The big spends of a 
million in housing, a million in long-term 

care, and $2.3 million in ambulance, a lot 
of that money is people to deliver those 
services. When an ambulance comes to 
your house because you have a heart at-
tack, first off buying an ambulance costs 
a lot of money and to put two people in 
it who are professional and experienced 
and working a lot of hours, that costs a lot 
of money as well.” He added that of the 
41 proposed new jobs, 11 are partially or 
fully paid for by grants. Ryan also felt it 
was important to note that Oxford County 
ratepayers have had tax increases less 
than the cost of inflation over the last five 
years so there is some catching up to do 
now which is a part of the proposed tax 
increase. 

One thing the mayor of Woodstock and 
the warden of Oxford County agree on is 
that taxpayers should be involved in the 
budget process, something that doesn’t 
happen generally speaking. “This is their 
budget. They are the ones who have been 
making requests of what they want to see, 
and it's been clear housing is a big prior-
ity. The availability of and affordability of 
safe appropriate housing is a significant 
concern for Woodstock residents,” said 
Acchione. Ryan added he always wants 
to hear from more people. “I’d encourage 
people to go to the (Oxford County web-
site). The budget is very long and very de-
tailed, but it starts off at a very high level 
talking about the priorities that council 
told staff to build the budget around.” 

COMMUNITY —
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Oxford County budget deliberations begin
Draft document shows tax increase over 15 per cent

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM
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2206 FRASER STREET SHAKESPEARE
If you are a one car family with young children in school, you 
will love the location of this home, located within a few minute 
walk to the local public school. This lovely one and three quarter 
storey home located or a large 104 X 104 foot lot offers many 
updated features including a newer custom kitchen with quartz 
counter tops, 36 inch gas stove for the cook in the family, plus and 
an island with breakfast bar, newer flooring, main floor laundry, 
2 full baths, newer wiring and plumbing on the main floor done 
by a professional . If you have always dreamed of having a good 
size garage to either park your cars or would love a work shop or 
have a man or woman cave, this garage might be just what you 
have been looking for, the detached garage is 30 X 24 foot and 
is insulated and heated. If you are in need of lots of parking, the 
double paved drive way offers up to approx 6 to 8 car parking. 
Enjoy  small town living with this great family home, call today 
to view you will not be disappointed. MLS#40501579 $664,900

41474 HYDRO LINE ROAD CLINTON
Are you dreaming of living in the country?? Enjoy country living 
at 41474 Hydro Line Road Clinton. Located on a paved road and is 
within an  approximate 10 minute drive to either Seaforth or Clinton. 
This lovely country property is one home you do not want to miss 
viewing if you are dreaming of living in the country. Located on a 
200 X 217 (one acre) property, this 3 bedroom one and a half storey 
brick home offers 1.5 baths, spacious eat in kitchen,main floor 
laundry, wood floors, natural wood trim, newer windows, and so 
much more. For the handy person, the property  offers a single 
detached garage (shop) 19’6” X 17’6” with hydro, and if you love to 
garden, there is lots to do for the gardener in the family. Relax and 
enjoy the country scenery having your morning coffee on your front 
porch or your back deck, and if you are in need of lots of parking 
spots, this  property might be just what you have been looking for. 
Immediate possession is availabe, call today to view, let this be your 
new home today. MLS#40505195 $649,900

60 HOLLEY AVENUE, TAVISTOCK
ARE YOU IN NEED OF A BIGGER HOME?? Built in 2020 this custom 
built home shows pride of ownership and must be viewed from 
the inside to see just how much it has to offer. This amazing 
multi level home boast 2690 square feet of living space plus 
an unspoiled basement for additional living space.  Features of 
this great home include 4 or 5 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, one being 
a primary ensuite, spacious eat in kitchen with an island with 
breakfast bar  and quartz counter top, sliders off the dining area 
to a deck and stunning rear yard fully fenced, with a patio area, 
storage shed and still lots of room  for an inground pool. Why 
build new when you can move right into this great home. Enjoy 
small town living today, this home is within commuting distance 
to the KW area, Stratford, Woodstock and the London area. Call 
to view today, it might be just what you have been looking for. 
MLS#40469419 949,900

Sandra Eby
Sales Representative 

Office: 519-273-2821
Cell 519-272-7676
mseby@rogers.com

88 Wellington Street
Stratford, On. N5A 2L2

OPEN HOUSE: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18TH
10:30-12:00 NOON

OPEN HOUSE: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18TH
2:00-4:00 PM

OPEN HOUSE :SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19TH 
2:00-4:00 PM

COMMUNITY —

By Veronica Reiner

The Stratford Concert Choir (SCC) - which 
draws in members from all over, including 
several members from Wilmot - will ring 
in the festive season with a new twist on 
an old favourite — a sing-along Messiah.

The SCC has been performing Messiah 
for more than 30 years, but this is the first 
time there will be audience participation. 
The event will provide a chance for any-
one who has ever wanted to sing Handel’s 
masterpiece to join in.

“When I talk with fellow conductors 
about their experience doing a sing-along 
Messiah, their faces light up and you can 
hear the excitement in their voices. This 
is one of those events in which people 
enjoy participating,” said Artistic Director 
Stéphane Potvin. “I am very excited about 
this concert and I promise you that this is 
going to be a lot of fun for the community 
and for the choir.

He added that the SCC is currently in its 
polishing stage to perfect their perfor-
mance - there are several more rehearsals 
planned. Singing experience is not a re-
quirement for those who want to attend. 
Audience members will be seated in sec-
tions (soprano, alto, tenor, bass), although 
family and friends are welcome to sit to-
gether. The choir will be joining from the 
stage.

“From experience, there are people who 
just want to listen, they’re not there to 
sing, they just want to enjoy a nice eve-
ning of music,” said Stéphane. The sing-
along Messiah is designed to appeal to all 
audiences.

He added that the environment will be 
very informal, which will make the ex-
perience comfortable for all. “There’s no 
pressure about when you clap, and should 
you be quiet, or what’s happening, or be-
ing in a choir where you have to perform 
at a certain level,” explained Stéphane. 
“This is just let’s get together and let’s 
have a great time.”

Although it will be casual, there will be 
professional musicians featured in the 
performance playing organ, trumpet and 
timpani. The audience and choir will sing 
the choruses.

When he first suggested the idea to the 
SCC’s repertoire planning committee, 
their response was enthusiastic. “My ini-
tial reaction was, ‘Oh! Fun!’” said choris-
ter Sheila Holloway, in a release. Holloway 
was keen because of her experience at 
sing-along Messiahs at Massey Hall in 
Toronto.

“We want to attract people from all walks 
of life and all levels of experience,” added 
Holloway. “It will be an encouraging envi-
ronment to make a joyful noise.”

“I think my response was, “Oh, that’s a good 
idea!” said chorister Jill Wright, who is on 
the SCC board. “Some of the conversa-
tions we’ve been having are about reach-
ing out into the community more than we 
have, and this is one way of starting some 

sort of community involvement,” she said. 
“This is just a different thing for us to be 
doing. We’re coming out of COVID, and so 
preoccupied with atrocities past and pres-
ent, and this is a joyful, well-written piece 
of music telling a great story. It’s part of 
many people’s Christmas tradition,” she 
said.

Another unique feature is that all the so-
loists for the evening are music students 
from the University of Western who are in 
various stages of their training. “I reached 
out to the music department and profes-
sors were really on board with the idea,” 
said Stéphane. “They helped us by adver-
tising and arranging studio space for au-
ditions. They saw this as a great opportu-
nity for their students.”

Stéphane said that there were plenty of 
University of Western students who au-
ditioned, and that the four were selected 
based on their sound, their approach to 
the music and their ability to do a good 
job.

Hollloway summed up the event: “Whether 
you’re a singer or you’re a supporter, I 
don’t think there can be anything better 
than experiencing the joy of Handel’s 
Messiah in a wonderful, sing-along, sur-
round-sound setting.”

The SCC is made up of a variety of people, 
including men and women from ages 17 
all the way up to 80s. “We have people in 
their 20s, quite a number of new people 
in their 30s this year, and of course 40s, 
50s, 60s this year,” said Stéphane. “There’s 
quite a wide range of people from all sorts 
of backgrounds, so it’s a very nice mix of 
membership.”

The sing-along Messiah will take place 
on Sunday, December 9, at 7:30 p.m. at 
Avondale United Church in Stratford. 
Tickets are available at www.stratford-
concertchoir.org or Blowes Stationery in 
Stratford. Scores are available online or 
in person at Long & McQuade, Stratford: 
www.long-mcquade.com/27323/Print/
Voice/Halleo/Messiah.htm.

Stratford Concert Choir hosts sing-along Messiah

The Stratford Concert Choir will host a sing-along Messiah at Avondale United Church in Stratford on Sunday, December 9 at 7:30 p.m. 
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COMMUNITY —

First Baptist Church 
in St. Marys

seeks pianist for a baby-grand piano
3 hrs/week: Sunday service plus a rehearsal, 
with up to three additional services per year.

We are VERY flexible so the position could be 
shared in multiple ways: a “snowbird” might 

take the role spring through autumn, two people 
might each take two Sundays a month, etc.

For details contact 
pastor@firstbaptiststmarys.ca 

or 519-284-1758
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40 
YEARS

By Mercedes Kay Gold

Vibrant Farms was established in 1988, and pride them-
selves on being one of the longest certified organic farms 
in the area. The Baer family has been living the country 
life for 200 years in Baden, but 35 years ago, they had the 
foresight to shift to organic farming. This holistic nutri-
tionist excitedly went for a ‘meat and greet.’ In today’s 
hustle and bustle, delivery is handy, but please take time 
to pick-up your order, ask questions and get to know your 
farmer. The food on your fork has the power to change 
your overall health inside and out. Healthy living is not 
being on a diet, but rather a daily decision to eat a clean 
wholesome diet. Read that again!  

Vibrant Farms offers high-quality, organic, grass-fed 
beef, pastured poultry, turkey, lamb, and pork. Meat is nu-
trient-dense and part of an overall healthy lifestyle. It all 
comes down to quality over quantity. Vibrant Farms fo-
cuses on four pillars. Healthy soil, happy animals, healthy 
nourishment, and building community.  

We are what we eat, and we are what our meat eats. It be-
gins with the soil. Grass-fed cattle eat grass, fertilize the 
land, and by rotating the herds to graze, Vibrant Farms 
continuously builds and maintains a thriving ecosystem. 
For thirty years and counting, their animals dine on lush 
green grass, free of chemicals and GMO’s.  

Vibrant Farms raise animals from beginning to end, elim-
inating the need for vaccinations, medications and an-
tibiotics. The overall well-being of all the animals is of 
utmost importance. A grain-free grass-fed diet supports 

digestive health and enjoying a life outdoors and indoors 
during the colder months leads to a stress-free life.  

Vibrant Farms provides us with healthy nourishment. 
Anti-meat advocates, whether environmentalists or veg-
ans frequently frighten the public, but the truth is, there 
are heaps of health-minded reasons to eat meat. Whether 
you love a rare ribeye, go bonkers for brisket or are pas-
sionate about pulled pork, meat provides protein. Protein 
is an essential macronutrient and unlike most plants, 
meat contains all the amino acids. Its body-boosting 
benefits are crucial for cellular processes and immune 
function. Protein helps build and repair muscle, support 
bone health, fuel energy, and lower blood pressure. All 
animal-based protein is lower in calories than fat per 
gram and slower than carbohydrates to digest, promot-
ing a feeling of fullness. Protein is linked to stable blood 
sugar in the body, helping hinder ‘hangry.’ Protein man-
ages mood swings associated with the roller coaster of 
sugar dysregulation. Grass-fed beef contains more vital 

vitamins, mega-minerals, omega-3 fatty acids, and CLA 
than grain-fed beef. Beef is a bounty of vitamin B’s, par-
ticularly B12 plus zinc and selenium.  

Vibrant Farms is a family-run business on a mission to 
build community. Taking care of the land and animals 
holistically, the Baer family helps connect people with 
Mother Nature. Vibrant Farms is also home to thousands 
of busy bees who work hard producing the liquid gold 
bottled by The Backyard Honey Company.  

Food connects us directly from farm to preparation and 
presentation to speaking the universal language of love, 
eating!

With Christmas right around the corner, make your fes-
tivities organic and support local. Happy healthy holi-
days! Vibrant Farms is located at 2669 Carmel Koch Road 
in Baden. Stay connected with Vibrant Farms on FB and 
Instagram @vibrantfarms.

Thrive alive with Vibrant Farms

Katie and Dennis Baer. (Photo credit: Sylvia Pond) Dan Baer. (Photo credit: Sylvia Pond)
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By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
Reporter 

The recent federal government announce-
ment to take the carbon tax off heating oil 
and offer free heat pumps may be a relief for 
some people, but there is a great of confu-
sion on the details. The Gazette reached out 
to an HVAC company from Woodstock that 
does a fair bit of work in Tavistock and also 
spoke with an East Zorra-Tavistock couple 
living in a rural area where there is no op-
tion to hook up to natural gas. The results of 
both conversations were interesting.

Paul Acchione with Select Heating and 
Cooling said anyone with an installed forced 
air system can install a heat pump, and in his 
professional opinion heat pumps are a solid 
replacement for homes using oil. “The tech-
nology in the new heat pumps is well worth 
the investment I would say. I have one in my 
own house and one in my cottage and it cuts 
my propane bill by a quarter without really 
impacting my hydro bill.”

Acchione said the average cost for a heat 
pump is $8500 which would replace an ex-
isting air conditioning unit. “The current 
Greener Homes rebate gives up to $7100 
back and an audit will need to be done to 
go into that program and another audit af-
ter the pump’s installation.” The way the 
program works is someone who is on home 
heating oil gets a rebate of $5600 but some-
one on natural gas with Enbridge gets the 
maximum of $7100. One is the problems 
recently has been the availability of heat 
pumps from the factories that make them, 
something Acchione said is starting to 

improve. He feels the recent federal govern-
ment announcement jumped the gun. “I’ll 
be honest with you, the manufacturers are 
trying to get caught up. I find they made the 
announcement too early, and we couldn’t get 
the product. Now they are finally trickling 
in.” He added a good chunk of his business is 
providing heat pumps to new homes where 
builders are having them installed where 
natural gas service isn’t available. “I think 
where new construction is going is by 2030 
there will be no carbon footprint. It’s com-
ing faster than what we think. We’ve been 
installing these heat pumps for over a year 
and a half now. This isn’t new to us and it's 
now getting a lot of attention.”

Acchione said people seem to be afraid of the 
cost but when it’s all said and done it might 
result in a homeowner being out of pocket 
$1500. “Think of it as replacing your AC. We 
are replacing that outdoor condenser with 
a heat pump that heats your home until it’s 
-20 outside.” He said if someone is contem-
plating the move the first step is to call their 
HVAC contractor and go from there. “Make 
sure they do a proper heat loss, and heat 
gain calculation and size it accordingly. You 
may or may not have to replace your furnace. 
There are some standalone units meaning 
all you would need to do is replace the out-
door condenser and the indoor coil.” The old 
furnace would then be used as a backup heat 
source should temperatures dip below -20.

One big question people always ask is how 
quickly they will get their money back from 
any rebate program. Acchione said in his 
experience is that it takes several months. 

“We’re finding it takes about five months. “It 
all depends on how quickly people do their 
audit. That has to be done when the work is 
completed. It also suggests other improve-
ments homeowners can make to save money 
like sealing holes, and replacing windows, 
it’s not just for HVAC.”

Greg and Leanne Darlington live on the 
14th Line in East Zorra-Tavistock, near 
Maplewood Sideroad. They use home heat-
ing oil and have a wood stove. Leanne said 
she’s done a fair bit of research, and she 
doesn’t think a heat pump would work for 
them. “I’m not an HVAC person and I guess it 
depends on who you talk to. I’m just not sure 
the technology is there yet.”

Darlington said she believes if they were to 
switch the price tag would be much higher 
than $8500. “Even if we were to get $5600 
back, we would need to be able to solely be 
on a heat pump that would be rated to work 
to -20 and would cost anywhere from $12,000 
to $20,000. If we didn’t go with the most ex-
pensive one, we would still need a secondary 
heat source. Frankly, we don’t know what the 
price of electricity will be down the road.” 
Darlington said they are caught between 
saving money versus looking after the en-
vironment. “I struggle with that. I want to 
care for the environment. Where we live, 
we don’t have a choice. We are either oil or 
propane, or we put in a heat pump.” There 
is a natural gas bulk line in close proximity 
to Darlington’s home but if they wanted ac-
cess they would have to pay for the hookup. 

“It would have cost us $10,000 twenty years 
ago.”

Leanne said they just had their oil tank par-
tially filled and the price of the oil was $1.50 
a litre for 571 litres and included a total of 
nearly $200 of the carbon tax and HST on 
top of the actual bill. The carbon tax cur-
rently sits at 17 percent which HST is also 
charged. She added the bottom line is they 
will take their time to make a decision. “I will 
look into it more, maybe talk to more HVAC 
companies to get some good, honest opin-
ions. If we had a really cold winter, could the 
heat pump hold up and what would the cost 
be?”

The Gazette reached out to Oxford 
Conservative MP Arpan Khanna and 
Kitchener-Conestoga Liberal MP Tim Louis 
for comment. Louis was not able to reply 
by press time, but Khanna said there is still 
some confusion regarding what the Liberals 
are pitching. “The initial program is quite in-
tensive to apply for, and very few Canadians 
have used it. According to an order paper 
question since the program’s inception in 
November 2022, only 43 heat pumps have 
been installed nationwide.” He added an op-
position team is still trying to sort out details 
of the revamped program, which has yet to 
be announced. “Our office has had a few in-
quiries, but only a few. In general, most of 
the feedback I have received is based on 
fairness. People are asking why other forms 
of home heating are not included (in a car-
bon tax exemption).”

To heat pump, or not to heat pump in Oxford
COMMUNITY —

www.josslin.com
1  888  567  7546•• •

24
 H

OUR CLAIM
  ASSISTANCE

100 ACRE FARM
FOR SALE BY
TENDER

2299 PERTH LINE 29, RR 2 TAVISTOCK, ON

84 Workable acres - 8 acres of bush
(more or less)

Tender Now Open
No Review of Offers prior to 4:00 p.m.,

December 20th, 2023

For ALL viewings, further information and
Tender package please contact:

Laura Leyser, REALTOR®
Re/max a-b Realty Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned & Operated

Direct: 519-272-5227
laura@lauraleyser.ca
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COMMUNITY —
Hundreds attend New Hamburg Remembrance Day 
ceremony

Lillianne Dunstall, Councillor Harvir 
Sidhu, Councillor Kris Wilkinson and 
Councillor Steve Martin.

Some of the speeches delivered touched 
on the Memorial Banner program, which 
saw 209 banners hung up around New 
Hamburg this year as a way to honour 

and remember veterans. Each banner has 
the name of the veteran, photo, the era of 
service, branch of the military, the years 
served, and sponsor of the banner.

“It’s because of the dedication of so many 
that the banner project has brought unity, 
love and heart back into our community,” 
said Marie Voisin, member of the Royal 
Canadian Legion. “The banners were 

strategically placed in front of the houses 
that the veterans owned or the businesses 
where they worked.

“Many people are back here today who 
live far away because they wanted to see 
their parents on the banners. These peo-
ple have come from across Canada, they’ve 
returned to New Hamburg. People have 
told us they became very emotional when 

they saw their parents’ banners hanging 
and they would visit their banners several 
times a week.”

In previous years, the ceremony has en-
tirely taken place at the New Hamburg 
cenotaph. Currently, the area surrounding 
the cenotaph is under construction for the 
Nith River Promenade project.

The colour party flew various flags during the Remembrance Day ceremony, including this 
Poppy flag.

The Beavers, Cubs and Scouts club laid a wreath during the Remembrance Day ceremony.

The Waterloo Regional Police Service laid a wreath during the Remembrance Day ceremony. The Beavers, Cubs and Scouts walk up to lay their wreath.

Continued from page 1
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COMMUNITY —

2020 Hyundai Ioniq Electric 

$31,598 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 33,380 KM

2021 Mazda 3 Sport

$31,598 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 33,718 KM

2021 Dodge Challenger R/T

$52,598 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 15,119 KM

2022 Lexus RX350

$51,498 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 23,995 KM

2022 Honda Civic EX

$27,876 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 5,7904 KM

2021 Nissan Rogue SV

$34,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 31,040 KM

2021 VW Atlas Cross Sport

$40,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 37,830 KM

2020 Ford Fusion Hybrid

$30,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 21,343 KM

2022 Toyota Carolla

$28,598 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 29,999 KM

2022 Mazda CX-9 Touring

$41,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 21,998 KM

2023 FORD BRONCO

$59,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 13,818 KM

2019 Ford Mustang Gt

$42,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 30,964 KM

2019 Infiniti QX50 Essential

$32,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 55,509 KM

EARLY BLACK FRIDAY DEALS, YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS!

STRATFORD NISSAN

Preferred

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

BAD CREDIT... NO PROBLEM!. We work with multiple banks and credit unions to get you APPROVED with LOWEST RATE POSSIBLE! All Credit 
Approved with $0 Down.

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519.273.3119

www.stratfordnissan.com

STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00  PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon.-Fri. 8:00-5:00

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
Reporter 

Tavistock Public School now has a portable 
classroom on its grounds. There is no word 
when it will be operational, but it arrived at the 
school last week. 

Thames Valley District School Board spokes-
person Cheryl Weedmark said temporary ac-
commodations such as portables are required 
to manage fluctuations in enrolment at schools 
throughout the board. “Sometimes it is neces-
sary to make classroom changes during the 
start of the new year to maintain compliance 
with classroom caps as a result of changing en-
rolment. I don’t know what classroom is being 
moved into the portable at this time. The prin-
cipal would likely know.”

The Gazette asked the board for the number 
of students over the last several years, but 
Weedmark said she could not produce them by 
press time. She did say the school will notify 

parents and the students who will be placed 
into the portable.

Principal Jill Shushkewich sent an email to 
parents recently. “The end of the week brings 
some excitement to our school! Depending on 
the delivery time, there could be disruptions to 
traffic flow and vehicular access to the school. 
We will do our best to minimize these disrup-
tions. We may need to make adjustments to 
recess procedures during the day. We will al-
ways prioritize student safety but may be able 
to get creative in having our students outside 
throughout the day. We also ask that you re-
mind your children to steer clear of the por-
tables after hours, especially during the set-
up phase. Thank you for your help here.” She 
added that the installation of all components 
of a portable, plus the inspections and approv-
als for occupancy can take some time. “We will 
keep you updated about when it will be ready 
for student use,” she added.

TPS has portable classroom installed

Shown is the portable at Tavistock Public School which is expected to house stu-
dents in the near future. The temporary building is located on the grass out the 
school’s back doors.
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COMMUNITY —

By Gary West

“Meat for Life” is a phrase used by the 
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC), and 
also the name of a campaign underway to 
describe a much needed program to fill 
and ship cans of meat to those in need in 
various parts of the world.

On October 4, seven men from the area 
and from all walks of life, got together to 
discuss setting up a stationary meat can-
nery at M.C.C. Ontario’s New Hamburg 
location.

The cannery will be located at 65 Heritage 
Drive, in the MCC Material Resources 
Centre, next door to the MCC Thrift Store.

With rising costs of food around the world, 
food assistance is in high demand.

Through this project, MCC Ontario will 
have the ability to can meat all year 
round, and during times of uncertainty, 
such as pandemics, or Canada/U.S. border 
closures.

This cannery will put the Mennonite 
Central Committee in a better position to 
respond to partner requests for meat, a vi-
able protein source, and will also improve 
their capacity to help alleviate emergency 
food needs.

Program co-ordinator Jon Lebold, was 
happy to see the “Meat for Life” campaign 
initiated by Clare Schlegel, Bruce Bechtel, 
Lynn Yantzi, Mervyn Erb, Gerald Jantzi, 
Bob Jantzi and Bruce Schumm.

The goal is to raise $250,000 to get MCC to 
the finish line. Funds have been flowing in 
ever since the kickoff on November 10th.

Here are the stationary cannery facts do-
nors should know:

- Cannery layout is around 10,000 ft.² at 65 

Heritage Dr. in New Hamburg.

- It will be a fully licensed, federally in-
spected meat processing facility. 

- They are hoping to produce 90,000 
pounds of canned meat in its first year of 
operation, and that is double what they 
could produce with the mobile cannery 
that was used to visit prior to 2019.

- They will be focussing on canning poul-
try to start, for the following reasons:

A) poultry is a recognized protein, in all of 
the countries MCC does ship to.

B) they already have the cooking process-
es in place for poultry.

C) they can also typically source poultry, 
cheaper than pork or beef at the present 
time.

- Volunteers will come from across Canada 
to help can the meat.

A) Hidden Acres Mennonite Campwill be 
one of the lodging locations.

 B) groups can fund raise for the MCC 
cannery, and MCC will source the meat for 
the group to then come into the cannery 
to can.

- The meat cans produced will be shipped 
internationally as part of the material re-
sources relief shipments, and will also be 
available for domestic distribution when 
and where needed.

Donors can pledge amounts into next year 
for operational expenses (and receive tax 
receipts).

The public will be invited to a grand open-
ing at the plant this spring.

More info and to donate go to mcc.org/
meat-for-life

New Hamburg MCC helping to feed the world’s 
hungry

Last week at the “Meat for Life” campaign kick off includes from left to right, Merv Erb, 
Lynn Yantzi, Bruce Bechtel, Clare Schlegel, Bob Jantzi, and Gerald Jantzi. Absent is Bruce 
Schumm. Darlene Bartha (Major Gifts and Donor Relations for MCC) is at the podium thank-
ing all seven volunteers for getting the fundraising drive started.
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COMMUNITY —

x x x

x x x

Saturday, 
November 18
10 a.m.–2 p.m. 

695 Block Line Road, Kitchener519-576-2430

HOLIDAYMARKET

WP_Holiday Market_2023_Ad_10.3x6.3.indd   1WP_Holiday Market_2023_Ad_10.3x6.3.indd   1 2023-10-19   3:15 PM2023-10-19   3:15 PM

The lineup of traffic on Maria Street, before the start of the annual Tavistock Men’s Club 
Sauerkraut Supper. (Photo credit: Valerie Kropf)

It takes 32 women and men who together volunteer in the Tavistock Memorial Hall to serve 
840 sauerkraut suppers to drive through supper eaters. (Photo credit: Valerie Kropf)

By Gary West

The Tavistock Men’s Club Sauerkraut Supper has to be 
one of the highlights of November for local residents, 
who can’t wait for a taste of this years freshly made sau-
erkraut, along with Perth County pork chops, which also 
includes a side of hot beans, potato, bun and homemade 
apple pie with cheese.

The rainy, cool weather didn’t seem to affect the traffic 

volunteers from guiding the onslaught of cars and trucks, 
to the awaiting dinners being served in a drive through 
fashion around the memorial hall.

Traffic began to line up before the 4 p.m. start, and were 
methodically guided through as quickly as they were, in 
less than ideal weather conditions.

Men’s Club President Ken Kropf, was pleased that 32 
members and all their helpers, were able to serve 840 as 

quickly as they did.

He said with the tradition going on now for many de-
cades, he knows it’s one event that area residents look 
forward to. Ken thanked all those who purchased tickets 
and the many volunteers for making the sauerkraut sup-
per another very successful event, and hopes everyone 
will be back again next November to continue the annual 
tradition.

Large turnout for this year’s Men’s Club 
Sauerkraut Supper in Tavistock
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FAMILY MILESTONES —

CARTER, Roy Charles
September 30, 1930 – 
November 10, 2023

CARTER, Roy Charles – 93, 
of Park Place, Woodstock 
passed away in Woodstock 
General Hospital on Friday, 
November 10, 2023.  He 
was born in Embro, Oxford 
County on September 30, 
1930, a son of the late 
Merrill and Mabel (Hart) 
Carter.

Roy’s wife, Mary (Gray) Carter, whom he mar-
ried on September 22, 1951, predeceased him on 
August 21, 2015. His son, Jim, predeceased him in 
2018.

Roy is survived by his daughters, Sharon Smith 
(Don) of Embro and Diane Clark (Lawrence) of 
Woodstock; his daughter-in-law, Cheryl Carter of 
Delhi; eight grandchildren, Carrie Weber (Cory) 
of Toronto, Christine Halicki (Brett) of Vancouver, 
Julie Clark of Courtice, Adam Clark (Kara) of 
Kitchener, Jessie Carter (Christine) of Norwich, 
Jamie Carter (Niki) of Delhi, Joey Carter (Ashley) 
of Delhi, Morgan Nguyen (Jason) of Cambridge; 
eight great-grandchildren; his sister, Pat Minler; 
sisters-in-law, Carol Carter and Sharon Carter; 
“Gray” brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law,  Joyce 
Gray, Joyce Martland (Bill) of Woodstock, Mabel 
Needham of London, Bernard Gray (Anne) of 
Sweaburg.

Predeceased by his brothers, Robert Carter and 
Ken Carter; his brother-in-law, Robert Minler; 
“Gray” brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law, Bill 
and Mary Gray, John and Teresa Gray, Violet 
White, George and Velma Gray, Jim Gray and Gary 
Needham.

Roy had operated Carter’s Farm Supply for many 
years on his 50-acre property on the 13th line 
of East Zorra Township just south of Hickson.  
The family also sold poultry and eggs in the 
old Woodstock Farmer’s Market in downtown 
Woodstock.  After selling the farm, he and Mary 
built a new home on Highway 59 across from 
Willow Lake.  They lived there for 23 years.  Last 
year he moved to Park Place, Woodstock.  Roy and 
Mary enjoyed travelling all over the world, espe-
cially the trips that he won as top salesman for 
Buchanan Farm Equipment of Woodstock.

In honour of Roy’s request, there will be no fu-
neral home visitation or funeral service.  A private 
interment in Christ Church Anglican Cemetery, 
Huntingford will follow cremation. 

If desired, expressions of sympathy, donations 
to Christ Church Anglican Church Women, VON 
Sakura House, Woodstock or the Palliative Care 
Unit of the Woodstock General Hospital would be 
greatly appreciated and may be made through the 
Francis Funeral Home, P.O Box 208, Tavistock N0B 
2R0 by calling 1-519-655-2431. Personal condo-
lences can be posted at www.francisfh.ca

OBITUARY

Have you been affected by someone 
else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU! Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or App Available

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Programs each Sunday for children during service. 
St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.
St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212 
Pastor Jim Brown
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon discus-
sion. All are welcome

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP

N.H. INC.
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Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 

 

1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0 

519-656-2880 
 

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

Christopher W. Franklin 
Funeral Director 

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding regions 
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve. 

Happy 70th Anniversary
Alex and Iris McNab - 
November 20th, 1953

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

Remember that time when Amazon 
sponsored your church fundraiser?

Remember when Facebook bought a case of 
Girl Guide cookies to support your daughter?

Remember when Google provided free pizza 
to your child’s soccer team when they won the 
championship?

Neither do we!
Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.

They need our support, now more than ever.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada
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COMMUNITY — WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 
Office: 519-655-2151 
Rev. Marg Smith
www.graceunitedtavistock.com
graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com
Online worship available on our website
10:30 am in person worship service

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Pastor Steve Hoffard 
Church Office 519-655-2372
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com
Masks welcomed but not required
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Interim Pastor Harold Schlegel.
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am, with 
coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship service.

Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario
Questions or Need Help?
Text or Call: (519) 655-2413
tavistockbc.org
Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

November 16: Happy birthday to Sofia Salese (16), Megan Fur-
long (22), Jessica Ross (25), Sharon-Lee Landriault (81), and an-
niversary for Frank and Rachel Stewart (27th).

November 17: Happy birthday to Bryson Witzel (8), Steffan Bon-
taine (14), Landen Zehr (18), Jesse Yantzi, and Annie Rowland. 

November 18: Happy birthday to Chloe Hazeleger (7) and anni-
versary for Ron and Joan Ferguson (45th).   

November 19: Happy birthday to Nicholas Alexander (21). 

November 20: Happy birthday to Kynslee Richardson (10) and 
Isaac Currah (18), and anniversaries for Bart & Gerry Danen 
(54th), Glen & Rhoda Baechler (59th).   

November 21: Happy birthday to Ben Dufton (13). 

November 22: Happy birthday to Isabella Matthews (13), Alyssa 
Matthews (13), and Aude Stock-Bateman (17).

Does someone in your family have a special day coming up? Let us 
know at thewtgazette@gmail.com to appear in our Birthdays and 
Anniversaries listing or to arrange for a special announcement ad.

BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1)Who is the voice of Lorax in “The Lorax”?

2)What is the atomic number for uranium?

3)Which type of wood is commonly used for 
making pencils?

4)How many strings on a Cello?

5)What three colors make up The 
Netherlands flag?

6)How many wonders of the world are 
there?

7)What is the capital of Thailand?

8)In Shakespeare’s Hamlet, what is 
Hamlet’s mother’s name?

9)What is the scientific name for the 
windpipe?

10)Who sings the song “Head Over Boots”?

Answers found on page 26

By Jake Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 1895). 
Within this weekly column I’d like to share 
with you some of my findings.

November 13-20, 2013, Edition (10 years 
ago)

Sargent Santa stopped in Tavistock last week 
to make the community aware of his efforts. 
The “Veterans Walk & Roll Drive” is a walk 
and roll from London to Petawawa to gath-
er toys for Veterans, soldiers and especial-
ly their families as a thank you to them for 
their commitment to Canada.

October 7th was the opening of the Village 
Manor café for the fall season. About 20 resi-
dents and staff enjoyed fellowship, fruit, and 
goodies.

The Tavistock Men’s Club held another suc-
cessful Roast Pork and Sauerkraut Supper 
on Wednesday evening, November 13th, 
2013. The number of patrons attending the 
club’s 55th annual event was the highest its 
ever been since 2006. A total of 1,586 meals 
were purchased during the evening. Co-con-
venors Bill Wettlaufer, Ron Wiffen and Steve 
Cahill were thrilled by the outcome.

November 12-19, 2003, Edition (20 years 
ago)

East Zorra-Tavistock elects Don E. McKay as 
new Mayor. Mr. McKay replaces Dave Oliph-
ant who has served as the township’s May-
or for the past three years. Mr. McKay said 
he hopes to bring about a more responsive 
council that listens to the people. This is East 
Zorra-Tavistock’s 5th mayor since amalga-
mation in 1975.

Cheese factory officials are praising the 
work of the Tavistock fire department for 

keeping damage to a minimum in a fire at 
the plant on Friday. Construction workers 
scrambled to safety after what was thought 
to be a welding spark ignited materials at 
the site where tradesmen were putting the 
finishing touches on a multistorey addition. 

On November 13th at 6:20 p.m., the Oxford 
Community Police investigated a motor ve-
hicle collision on County Rd. #24 just east 
of the 18th Line. A Chevrolet Cargo Van lost 
control and crossed the center line colliding 
with an eastbound Dodge pickup. Both vehi-
cles were driving about 70km/h and struck 
each other head on. Both drivers were wear-
ing their seatbelts and that is the reason they 
are alive today. The collision caused $18,000 
in damages and no charges were laid due to 
the snowstorm conditions.

November 9-16, 1983, Edition (40 years 
ago)

A new speaker system is being installed in 
the Tavistock Arena. After many discussions 
on the subject in previous years, the Tavis-
tock Recreation Committee authorized the 
system to be set up at a cost of $1,500. 

A boo to the Provincial Police cruiser that 
raced through town at such an outrageous 
rate of speed on Hallowe’en night. This hap-
pening on the one night of the year when all 
motorists are urged to drive with extreme 
care. I do not think the police have the right 
to jeopardize the safety of the citizens or mo-
torists in our town and possibly cause an ac-
cident or injury to anyone regardless of what 
the reason was for driving like that cruiser 
did. 

On November 8th, the Bantam Juveniles 
played in Plattsville and after leading 4-1 at 
the end of two periods were tied at 4-4 on 
a goal by Plattsville with 21 seconds left to 
play. Bob Burgess, Kevin Zehr, David Gole 

and Rick McIntosh scored with assists from 
Greg Hanlon, Kevin Yantzi, Gole, Zehr and 
Shawn Bender.

November 13-20, 1963, Edition (60 years 
ago)

During the annual meeting of the Tavistock 
and District Bible Society, held at Trinity 
Parish Hall Friday night, it was reported that 
$1,011.37 had been forwarded to the London 
office of the Society from contributions re-
ceived during the year that just ended. Pres-
ident Lee stressed the great need for more 
Bibles, and he thanks the community for all 
their support.

William C. Matthies, who had been assistant 
postmaster at the local office since May 1, 
1962, received word Thursday he had been 
the successful candidate in an examination, 
and will be appointed postmaster about the 
middle of next January. Mr. Matthies will 
succeed Theodore Wilker, who has been 
postmaster since March 3, 1941. 

Presented by the Lend-A-Hand Literary So-
ciety of East Zorra Mennonite Church, the 
three-act play, “One Foot in Heaven” was 
seen by more than 1,100 persons at the Me-
morial Hall Thursday and Friday nights. Pro-
ceeds from the two-night showing will go for 
mission work of the church.

It is more than obvious that the annual sau-
er kraut supper sponsored by the Tavistock 
Men’s Club and Board of Trade has been a 
“must” to attend throughout this area. Last 
Wednesday night 1,117 persons partook of 
the repast prepared and served at the Me-
morial Hall. Much of the credit for the suc-
cess of the venture goes to the wives of the 
members of the sponsoring organization, for 
without their help and assistance, the task of 
serving those who attended would have been 
impossible for the men alone to cope with.

The Old Gazettes
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Community Care Concepts’ Annual 

Christmas Benefit Breakfast 

   
  Tickets 
 Available at the door, or in advance: 
 Ross Eichler………………………..519-662-3113 
 New Hamburg Legion………...519-662-3770 
 Community Care Concepts….519-662-9526 

A joint project of: 

Saturday, December 9 
8:00 am to 11:00 am 
 

New Hamburg Legion 
65 Boullee Street, New Hamburg 

Full Breakfast Served 
Please arrive early! 

 Cost 
 Adults  ............................................ $12.00 
 Children 10 and under ............................ $6.00 
 Family maximum of 4 ............................ $25.00 

All proceeds support Community Care Concepts 

Notice of Intention to Pass Fees and Charges By-Law

NOTICE

The Region of Waterloo intends to pass a By-law to Establish Fees and Charges, which includes new 
fees and charges, as well as amendments and/or removal of existing fees and charges. Some of the 

changes included in the by-law are for transit services, waste management services, airport services, 
cultural services, seniors’ services and paramedic services.

The by-law will be considered at the Regular Council Meeting, where the Final 2024 Budget 
approval will also occur, scheduled for:

Wednesday, December 13, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.
Held in the Council Chamber and electronically

2nd Floor, Administration Building
150 Frederick Street, Kitchener

A copy of the proposed by-law will be available for review in the Council and Administrative 
Services Office, Region of Waterloo, 2nd Floor, 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener. If you have 

questions concerning the amendments, please email budgets@regionofwaterloo.ca.

If you wish to speak at the Council meeting regarding the proposed by-law, please register as a 
delegation with the Region’s Council and Administrative Services Division, using the Delegation 

form at https://forms.regionofwaterloo.ca/Counciland-Administrative-Services/CAS/Delegation-
Registration or by calling 519-575-4400 by 4:30 p.m. on Monday, December 11, 2023.

Dated this 21st day of November, 2023.
William Short

Director, Council and Administrative Services/Regional Clerk

150 Frederick Street, 2nd Floor, Kitchener, Ontario N2G 4J3

regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca
All comments and information received from individuals, stakeholder groups and agencies regarding this by-law are being collected to 
assist the Region of Waterloo in making a decision. Under the “Municipal Act”, personal information such as name, address, telephone 

number, and property location that may be included in a submission becomes part of the public record. Questions regarding the 
collection of this information should be referred to Council and Administrative Services.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Kitchener-Conestoga Member of 
Provincial Parliament Mike Harris in-
troduced a private members’ bill that, if 
passed, would designate the week, start-
ing with the third Monday of September 
each year, as Harvest Season Road Safety 
Week.

The aim is to heighten road safety aware-
ness throughout the province and reduce 
accidents. It would also reinforce the im-
portance of responsible road sharing for 
all users.

“Our rural communities naturally require 
more road time for personal, commercial 
and agricultural vehicles and equipment. 

We want to encourage Ontario’s drivers 
to always stay vigilant, especially around 
Harvest Season when we have seen a rise 
in collision statistics,” said MPP Harris.

“By raising awareness, we can share the 
roads and ensure our farmers get their 
work done safely so everyone goes home 
to their families at the end of the day.”

Rural Ontario witnesses the onset of har-
vest activities as fall starts, resulting in 
increased traffic and farm equipment on 
the roads. Traffic safety is paramount for 
pedestrians, drivers, and farmers alike.

Elgin-Middlesex-London MPP Robert 
Flack initially introduced the bill, but he 
could not see it through the legislative 

process due to an appointment to cabinet.  

“Throughout my career in agribusiness, 
as a farmer, and now as a Member of 
Provincial Parliament, I have seen first-
hand the need to raise more awareness 
for rural road safety,” said MPP Flack. “To 
help prevent accidents and save lives, it 
is imperative to raise awareness of the 
fall harvest season for those travelling on 
Ontario’s rural roads.”

According to federal government data, 

slow-moving vehicles are 3.8 to 4.8 times 
more likely to be involved in a fatal colli-
sion per kilometre on the road than other 
motor vehicles.  

OPP statistics show that farm slow-mov-
ing vehicle injuries and fatalities are 
mostly related to rollovers, and these 
generally occur while entering, exiting, or 
crossing roadways, veering off the shoul-
der and accidents involving a motor.

Kitchener-Conestoga MPP aims to introduce Harvest 
Season Road Safety Week

vs.
TAVISTOCK BRAVES 
VS WOODSTOCK NAVY VETS

COME OUT AND ENJOY

 JUNIOR HOCKEY ACTION!

TAVISTOCK BRAVES

JR. HOCKEY
 Friday, Nov. 17th -7:30 pm
TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT  RECREATION CENTRE

www.stonetowntravel.com

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL Where in the world Where in the world 

would you like to go?would you like to go?  

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel 

consultants today!consultants today!
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New Cars Arriving Daily at Stratford Kia

Sales, Service & Parts

2024 Kia EV6

2024 Seltos

2024 Kia Niro EV

2024 Kia Forte 2024 Kia Sorento

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

November 20 to 24

See store for details. Some restrictions may apply. All devices are 128 GB models. Phone colours may not be exactly as shown. May be subject to errors, changes, price changes, and limited availability of stock. Taxes extra.*Black 
Friday Sale is November 20 to 24, 2023. Monthly TAB prices shown are based on a $70/mth plan. Lower monthly plans ($40 to $69.99) are available with adjusted monthly phone price. Customer must sign to a monthly plan during the 
Black Friday Sale. If account is canceled before the two year term has ended, the customer is required to pay the remainder of the phone cost. Pre-ordering a device does not obligate the customer to sign a two year term during the 
Black Friday Sale, nor are there any obligated costs to the customer. **Pre-order your device by November 17, 2023 and your name will automatically be entered to win your device. Winner will be drawn Monday, November 27, 2023. 
Winner will be contacted. 

NO trade in required  •  NO device return required  •  NO activation or upgrade fees  

Our biggest sale of the year is back!

WIN your new device! 
Pre-order by Friday, November 17.**  

Bring your own device and switch providers 
Save $70 - we’ll waive your activation and SIM fee! Keep your phone number! Plans as 
low as $40/mth!   See store for details. May be subject to errors, changes, and price changes. Taxes may be extra. Black Friday Sale is November 20 to 24, 2023. Some restrictions may apply.

51 Woodstock Street S, Tavistock
800 250 8750    mornington.ca
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Dan Bell combining a 220 bushel crop of corn on November 11th, on the Fred Schuler & Sons farm west of Shakespeare, in South Easthope township, on a perfect fall harvest day. Kevin 
Schuler is operating the grain buggy.  (Photo credit: Gary West)

On the same farm, following the completion of combining, owner Fred Schuler is disc-ripping left over corn stalks, preparing the land for winter, before snow and freezing occurs, in 
preparation for next spring.  (Photo credit: Gary West)

Farm scenes at corn harvest time in South Easthope

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

COME CHECK OUT OUR 
MONTHLY SANDWICH SPECIAL!

519-655-2278
8 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock Ontario

Hours: Tues - Fri: 7am - 3pm | Sat: 8am - 1pm
FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS MEET EVERY 

FRIDAY NIGHT AT 7PM (FOLLOWING JESUS)
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By Gary West

Close to 200 North Easthope Antique 
Tractor (N.E.A.T) club members and their 
guests awarded a North Easthope farmer, 
in a special presentation, at their annual 
banquet last week in Shakespeare.

Calvin Schmidt always had a love and a 
soft spot for tractors from years gone by, 
and especially the orange “Allis Chalmers.” 
He says he was very humbled for the rec-
ognition and award.

The framed certificate is a lifetime club 
membership. This is in recognition of the 
use of his farm’s shop facilities, to complete 

the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) 
tractor restoration projects for the N.E.A.T. 
Club over the last number of years, in 
raising money for MCC Projects.

As a former silo builder, Calvin’s histo-
ry includes being past president of the 
Ontario Silo Association and had the 
honour to serve as the first Canadian to 
chair the board of the International Silo 
Association.

He has also served on the North Easthope 
township council in the past, and was the 
founding director of the Allis-Chalmers 
Club of Ontario.

By Gary West

Every year when the calendar reads 
November 11th, Canadians and those all 
around the world, wear a poppy and at 11 
a.m. pause and remember those who gave 
the ultimate price for our freedom.

The students, staff and guests at 
Sprucedale Public School in Shakespeare 
took part in a moving ceremony in the 
school’s auditorium last week. At the same 
time, they were honoured to have four 
Stratford Legion members in attendance 
to witness the school’s wreath laying 

ceremony.

Principal Mrs. Cairn-Cross and teach-
er Mrs. Green, organized a fitting tribute 
with student participation in a well or-
ganized ceremony, in which students and 
flag bearers took part, in a ceremony not 
soon to be forgotten.

The Legion members were the first to sa-
lute in the playing of O Canada in a trib-
ute to fallen soldiers of past conflicts and 
world wars that occurred in many parts of 
the world.

North Easthope awarded 
a lifetime membership

Remembrance Day at 
Shakespeare's Sprucedale 
Public School

Wellesley’s Calvin Schmidt, receiving a lifetime membership certificate from Antique ractor 
Club President John Mohr, at their annual banquet last week in Shakespeare.

Last weeks Remembrance Day ceremony at Sprucedale Public School from, left to right, 98 
year old veteran, Clarence McCallum, Richard Mickle, a war veteran, LeRoy Workman and 
Dale Bast, long time members of the Stratford Legion Branch 8, and teacher Mrs. Green. 
They all took part with the school’s students in the ceremonial wreath laying at the school’s 
auditorium.

TAVISTOCK ROYALS SR. “AA” HOCKEY

Tavistock Royals vs
Saugeen Shores Winterhawks
Saturday Night, 
November 18th, 2023 
at 7:30 p.m.
Tavistock & District 
Recreation Centre

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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By Gary West

The village of Sebringville, in 
the past, has probably not had 
the distinction of being a man-
ufacturing hub. However, a 
large number of Shakespeare 
Optimist Club members, af-
ter a tour of Nuhn Industries 
last week,  would tend to think 
differently.

Nuhn industry President 
Dennis Nuhn, welcomed the 
Shakespeare visitors for a 
tour of their ever expanding 
manufacturing facility, where 
liquid agricultural manure 
handling is, and has been, 
their business for decades.

While employing over 150 
plant and office staff, Nuhn 
gave a brief history of the 
company, stating the company 
started in humble beginnings 
generations ago, with grand-
father Simon Nuhn, at a small 
welding shop in Wartburg, a 
few miles north of their pres-
ent location.

It was in 1965 when Dennis 
Nuhn, always the innovator, 
recalled making his first liq-
uid manure spreader, fabri-
cated from an old gas tank. 

Since then, the business has 
sold thousands of their bright 
red manure tanks, pumps and 
spreaders.

Dennis’s son, Ian, is the fourth 
generation to come into the 
family’s business and thinking 
outside the box, engineered an 
innovative floating self pro-
pelled liquid manure crawler 
for stirring large earthen la-
goons of animal waste. They 
have now built and delivered 
hundreds all over the world.

The company has recently 
come up with a self-propelled 
manure vacuum machine used 
in large dairy and beef farms 
worldwide, and especially on 
large farms with U.S. neigh-
bours to the south, to vacuum 
manure in large livestock op-
erations, as opposed to push-
ing manure as in the past.

The Optimist members could 
easily understand why Dennis 
Nuhn was the latest induct-
ee onto the Stratford-Perth 
Museum Agricultural Wall of 
Fame this past year, for living 
up to the title of an “Innovative 
Agricultural Pioneer.”

Shakespeare’s Optimists tour Nuhn Industries

Optimist Members from Shakespeare are pictured with Nuhn Industries President, Dennis Nuhn (centre in red), who 
toured the members through the expansive welding and manufacturing shop, on the eastern edge of Sebringville in 
Perth County.
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STRATFORD KIA CERTIFIED PRE-OWNEDSTRATFORD KIA CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED
2021 Kia Soul EV Premium

$38,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
46,710 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia Forte EX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
25,924 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Kia Soul EX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
49,307 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2020 Kia Soul EX

$28,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,098 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia K5 GT-Line

$43,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
25,122 km

All-Wheel Drive

2020 Kia Sportage LX

$24,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
113,400 km

All-Wheel Drive

2023 Kia Telluride SX

$64,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,620 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Kia Forte LX

$26,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
46,884 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia Forte EX

$32,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
15,251 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Kia Forte EX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
41,207 km

Front-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2021 Kia Soul EV 2022 Kia K5 GT

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
47,979 km

$44,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
42,936 km

All-Wheel Drive Front-Wheel Drive

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

Bad or Challenging Credit? No problem!  Everyone is approved, some conditions apply.Bad or Challenging Credit? No problem!  Everyone is approved, some conditions apply.

2021 Kia Soul EV Limited

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
47,898 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Kia Forte EX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
49,005 km

Front-Wheel Drive

By Canada Safety Council

It is no secret that Canada’s population 
is progressively skewing older as pre-
vious generations reach retirement age. 
According to Statistics Canada, we can 
expect between 21.3 and 22.9 per cent of 
the population to be over the age of 65 by 
2030. By comparison, as of 2022 that same 
statistic sits at 19 per cent.

As we age, the likelihood of managing 
multiple medications increases. While 
these medications can improve our qual-
ity of life, they also present unique chal-
lenges and safety concerns, particularly 
for seniors.

November 6 – 12 is National Senior Safety 
Week, and the Canada Safety Council is 

offering medication management tips to 
avoid unintended consequences or side 
effects.

Medication Management Tips

Maintain an updated medication list. A 
comprehensive, up-to-date medication 
list is crucial to safe medication manage-
ment. Keep a detailed record of your med-
ications and prescription drugs, including 
the name, dosage, frequency, and its pur-
pose. Share the list with doctors and fam-
ily members.

Understand your medications. Ask your 
doctor about the purpose and potential 
side effects of each medication, along 
with details about how it should be taken. 
Being an active participant in your health 

decisions will enable you to be more 
informed.

Use a pill organizer. These containers are 
usually labeled with the days of the week, 
sometimes including times of day, making 
it easy to see if you’ve taken your medi-
cations as prescribed. A pill organizer 
reduces the risk of accidentally ingesting 
more than one dose or of missing the dose 
altogether.

Set medication reminders. Setting med-
ication reminders helps ensure consis-
tency in your medication routine, a habit 
which is essential for their effectiveness. 
Consider alarms, notes, or some form of 
hard-to-miss mnemonic device to re-
mind yourself that it is time to take your 

medication.

Be aware of drug interactions. Certain 
medications can interact with each other, 
leading to negative side effects or reduced 
efficacy. This is one example of why it can 
be helpful to be actively involved in un-
derstanding what medications you’re in-
gesting — knowledge and foresight, along 
with communication with your doctor, can 
ensure that any potential interactions are 
caught before any kind of incident occurs.

Managing multiple medications can be 
complex, but with careful attention, com-
munication with doctors, and these safety 
tips, you can take control of your medi-
cation regimen and enhance your overall 
well-being while minimizing risks.

Making multiple medications manageable
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LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing 
PLUS Water Conditioning

519-748-1694Serving Waterloo 
Region since 1983

WinterLights display 
Holiday Craft Show (Nov 18)
Merchants Open House (Nov 24 - 26)
Holiday night markets (Dec 15, 16)
Free horse and wagon rides (Dec 15, 16, 23, 24)

Gala, Spartan, Tolman Sweets, Idared, 
Empire, Cortland, McIntosh, Honeycrisp, 
Northern Spy, Red and Golden Delicious, 

Mutsu, Russet and Ambrosia. 
Apple products, Fresh local produce, Honey, 

Jams and pickles, and Squash

New Local Products:
Kintore Coffee and Deep Purple Lavender.

Beautiful Fraser Fir Wreaths
Gift baskets

Call 519-462-2259 or 519-462-2947
596633 County Rd 59, 3 miles south of Tavistock

By Wilmot-Tavistock Staff

The Waterloo Region District School 
Board (WRDSB) is sharing their Math 
Action Plan to support student learning.

The plan was developed in response to 
the Ministry of Education 2023 Math 
Strategy. It calls upon school boards to de-
velop their own plans, focusing on three 
key areas:

- Curriculum implementation.

- Educator math content training.

- Knowing the mathematics learner.

We will ensure that identity and social 
location no longer predict student out-
comes. This means providing all students 
access to mathematics instructional prac-
tices that are:

- High-level.

- Equitable.

- Inclusive.

Leadership and learning at all levels are 
needed to create the conditions for stu-
dents to thrive in mathematics.

The goals in the WRDSB Math Action 
Plan span all grade levels, from kinder-
garten to graduation. The plan is for all 
WRDSB educators.

In each of these key areas, the board has 
created strategies and selected indicators 
to help educators keep track of their prog-
ress. Math facilitators will be supporting 
priority schools to:

- Help student achievement and 
well-being

- Build educator capacity

To support the implementation of the 
WRDSB Math Action Plan, the board will 
be reporting our progress to the Ministry 
of Education and providing updates to the 

public. One of the key tools for measur-
ing success will be the Education Quality 
and Accountability Office (EQAO) as-
sessment results. In the 2022-23 Board 
Improvement and Equity Plan, the 
WRDSB outlined several performance 
indicators to measure their progress, in-
cluding in the mathematics area.

The WRDSB focused on:

- % of students who met or exceeded the 
provincial standard in the Grade 3 and 
Grade 6 EQAO assessment of mathematics.

- % of students who met or exceeded the 
provincial standard on the 2022-2023 
Grade 9 EQAO.

- % of students achieving a final grade of 
70% or higher in Grade 9 de-streamed 
math.

Throughout the next year, WRDSB staff 
will be working together in collaboration 
with parents, caregivers and families to 

support students. Educators and educa-
tion workers will:

- Engage in professional development op-
portunities to build capacity.

- Learn alongside itinerant coaches to 
improve student academic outcomes in 
mathematics.

School-based support will be available to 
help facilitate student engagement and 
learning. They include:

- Support for priority schools.

- Additional math tools and resources.

The ongoing reporting and assessment of 
our practices will ensure the board is mak-
ing data-driven decisions. These include:

- Ministry reports.

- Report card data.

- Surveys.

WRDSB sharing Math Action Plan

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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STONETOWN
TRAVEL

HEAD OFFICE: 

150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4  |  TICO #50010159

BRANCH OFFICE: 

210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9  |  TICO #50025796

St. Marys 519-284-2332 | New Hamburg 226-333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

DISCOVER PORTUGAL

TULIP TIME IN HOLLAND IRELAND

NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR

JUNE 5-16, 2024JUNE 5-16, 2024

SEPTEMBER 18-29, 2024SEPTEMBER 18-29, 2024

MARCH 31 – APRIL 8, 2024MARCH 31 – APRIL 8, 2024

JULY 29 – AUGUST 9, 2024JULY 29 – AUGUST 9, 2024

2024 GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES 2024 GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES 
HOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVELHOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVEL
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PLAYER POS GP G A PTS
Drew Gerth F 6 1 4 5
Erik Robichaud F 3 2 3 5
Sean Leslie F 6 3 1 4
Sean Kienapple F 4 4 0 4
Cam Leslie D 6 0 3 3
Deven Kropf F 5 1 2 3
Trevor Sauder F 6 2 1 3
Mike Noyes D 3 0 2 2
Lucas Bast D 6 1 1 2
Jeremy Munro F 6 1 1 2
Matt Zilke F 4 1 1 2
Callan Christner F 6 2 0 2
Greg Noyes D 4 0 1 1
Collin Hartwick F 2 0 1 1
Phil Edgar F 3 0 1 1
Adam Barr F 5 0 1 1
Samson Walsom D 1 0 0 0
Tristan Hohl D 6 0 0 0
Geoff Killing D 0 0 0 0
Mitch Facey F 3 0 0 0
Zach Mark F 0 0 0 0
Reid Ramseyer D 4 0 0 0
Graham Kitching F 3 0 0 0
Ted Anstett F 3 0 0 0

Tavistock Royals
2023-24 Point Leaders

SPORTS —

By Lee Griffi

The defending Schmaltz Cup Champions 
continue to struggle during the 2023-24 
Provincial Junior Hockey League season 
after losses to Paris and Hespeler on the 
weekend. Wellesley finds themselves sixth 
out of seven teams in the Doherty Division, 
ahead of only the Titans. They also have the 
second-highest penalty minutes in the six-
ty-one-team league with 408 and have been 
outscored 63-38 on the season.

Owen Stoddard and Connor Doerbecker 
scored for the Applejacks in a 5-2 road loss 
to the Titans in a game that saw Wellesley 
go one for seven with the man advantage. 
Sunday saw them drop a 6-4 decision to the 
Shamrocks in Hespeler. Roenick Jakielaszek 
led the offense with a goal and assist while 
Stuart Sinclair, Jake L’Heureux, and Carson 
Wicke scored single markers. 

Braves and Firebirds both split

New Hamburg marched into Tavistock 

Friday night and came away with a 4-0 win 
in front of nearly 200 fans. Anothony Pede 
scored his first and second goals of the 
season to lead the Firebirds. Owen Bruder, 
with his eleventh, and Keegan Metcalfe 
also scored for New Hamburg. Graham 
Noye stopped all 26 shots he faced to earn a 
shutout.  The Braves answered back quick-
ly the following night with a 7-4 victory in 
Norwich. Tavistock led 3-2 after the first 
and stretched that to 5-2 after four minutes 
into the third period. Will Schlotzhauer had 
a career game with a goal and three assists, 
yet remarkably wasn’t named one of the 
game’s three stars. The defenceman doubled 
his point total on the season with the offen-
sive outburst. Nicholas Thibodeau scored 
twice for Tavistock and leads the team in 
scoring with five goals and 14 points. Trent 
Davis also scored twice while Andrew Van 
Boekel and Ryan Suljack chipped in with 
two points each. 

The Firebirds went to division-leading 

Woodstock Saturday night and found them-
selves on the losing end of a 5-2 score. New 
Hamburg, who outshot the Navy Vets 33-26, 
were led by Tyler Reid’s two points. 

Notes…Hanover is the league’s only un-
defeated team. The Barons sit atop the 
North Pollock Division with a record of 12 
wins and two ties…Davin Gray from the 
Woodstock Navy Vets has been named the 
Doherty Division’s Player of the Month for 
September and October. Gray is the sec-
ond-leading scorer in the PJHL with six 
goals and 30 assists in just 17 games. The 
19-year-old Ingersoll native is in his sec-
ond season with Woodstock...Mount Forest 
Patriots forward Brody Leblanc leads the 
league with 22 goals and 44 points in just 
16 games. The local product spent three 
years in the Greater Ontario Junior Hockey 
League and averaged better than a point 
a game with the Elmira Sugar Kings and 
Caledonia Corvairs.

By Lee Griffi

Powerplay and shorthanded goals can de-
cide a game and it did on Saturday night in 
Tavistock as the Royals dropped a 5-3 de-
cision to visiting Durham in Ontario Elite 
Hockey League action.

The Royals led 1-0, 2-1, and 3-2 but gave 
up the game’s final three goals. Mike Noyes, 
with the man advantage, opened the scoring 
on a setup from Sean Kienapple who scored 
the next two Tavistock goals, his fifth and 
sixth of the season. The Royals gave up two 
powerplay goals along with a shorthanded 
marker. 

Tavistock sits in a tie for seventh place in 
the 11-team Ontario Elite Hockey League 
with a record of three wins and four losses. 

Head Coach and General Manager Brad 
Stere said it has been a trying season so far. 
“We are still very confident in our ability 
and have faith that we will get this season 
turned around. We were aware that after 
you win the championship teams will bring 
their best to knock off the top team. And 
that is what we have seen so far. This league 
is very competitive as any team can win at 
any time. In saying that we are a very proud 
team and yes, our guys are aware that they 
can play better.” He added he hasn’t noticed 

much of a difference playing in the new 
OEHL but said the fan experience is much 
better having access to live scoring on the 
league’s website at https://oehlhockey.ca. 

Notes…Tavistock has a pair of games next 
weekend, the first at home on Saturday 
versus the Saugeen Shores Winterhawks. 
On Sunday, the Royals play their annu-
al home game in Embro as they host the 
Ripley Wolves for a 3:30 afternoon start…
The Creemore Coyotes sit on top of the 
OEHL standings after winning their first six 
games…The Milverton Four Wheel Drives 
continue to be winless, dropping all seven 
of their games.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Waterloo Oxford District Secondary 
School Gators junior football team took 
down the Jacob Hespeler Hawks with a fi-
nal score of 20-0. The junior semifinal game 
took place at Jacob Hespeler Secondary 
School in Cambridge on Tuesday, November 

7. 

Scorers include Jayse Londry (6), Rowan 
Barlett (6), Carter Tonin (6) and Evan Fidler 
(2). The win means that the Gators advance 
to the Waterloo County Secondary School 
Athletics Association (WCSSAA) junior 
football championship for the first time in 

the school’s history. 

The Gators went on to take on the Elmira 
District Secondary School Lancers in the fi-
nals at the UW Warrior Field on Saturday, 
November 11. While it was a hard fought 
game, the Gators fell 13-28. 

PJHL roundup: Applejacks woes continue 
with two weekend losses

Special teams key in Durham win over 
Tavistock

WO Junior Gators make it to WCSSAA finals

GP W L OTL T PTS
Woodstock Navy Vets 17 15 1 1 0 31
New Hamburg Firebirds 17 12 4 1 0 25
Tavistock Braves 15 8 6 0 1 17
Hespeler Shamrocks 15 7 8 0 0 14
Norwich Merchants 16 5 9 1 1 12
Wellesley Applejacks 15 5 10 0 0 10
Paris Titans 17 3 13 1 0 7

PJHL STANDINGS
South Doherty Division

GP W L OTL PTS
Creemore Coyotes 6 6 0 0 12
Saugeen Shores Winterhawks 8 6 2 0 12
Ripley Wolves 8 4 4 3 11
Durham Thundercats 6 4 2 1 9
Seaforth Centenaires 6 4 2 0 8
Minto 81's 6 3 3 1 7
Tavistock Royals 7 3 4 0 6
Georgian Bay Applekings 6 3 3 0 6
Erin Outlaws 7 3 4 0 6
Lucknow Lancers 5 0 5 1 1
Milverton Four Wheel Drivers 7 0 7 0 0

W.O.A.A. Senior "AA" Hockey
Regular Season Standings

Team PLAYER POS GP G A PTS
WNV Davin Gray F 17 6 30 36
WNV Nolan Brett F 17 15 14 29
NHF Owen Bruder F 17 11 8 19
WNV Chris Coulter D 16 9 10 19
WNV Ethan Szabo F 13 5 13 18
HES Boden White F 11 5 12 17
NHF Owen Fischer F 15 8 8 16
NOR Brandon Balazs F 15 8 8 16
NHF Tyler Reid D 17 6 10 16
HES Jack Restauri F 15 5 11 16
WNV Tyler Smeda D 17 6 9 15
NHF Owen Sculthorp F 10 4 11 15
TAV Stephen Peppas F 15 7 7 14
NOR Joel Storoschuk F 16 7 7 14
TAV Nicolas Thibodeau F 15 5 9 14
NHF Aidan Reid F 17 3 11 14
HES Andrew Harris F 15 8 5 13
NHF Carter Niall F 17 8 5 13
TAV Ian Glendinning F 15 4 9 13
WNV Brodie Kearns F 11 3 10 13
HES Justin George D 15 2 11 13
NHF Jake Thompson F 16 7 5 12
TAV Jacob Reid-Brant F 15 5 7 12

PJHL - South Doherty Division
2023-24 Point Leaders

RUN YOUR BUSINESS 
CARD AD HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or ads@wilmotpost.ca
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PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU

Brave
Salute
Wreath
Sacri�ce

Pet of the Week

WILBUR
This is Wilbur! He lives in 

Wellesley along with his four cat 
siblings and his boy. He loves fall 
because of fresh apples, he even 
knows the way to the apple stand!

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by          
emailing info@wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY —
Show Us Your Wilmot

This feature is inspired by the Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook page. This week’s photo was 
taken by Christa Gesinghaus Yost, showing the beautiful fall leaves formed into the shape 
of a heart along a path at Schmidt Woods Trail in New Hamburg. (Photo credit: Christa Ges-
inghaus Yost,)

Show Us Your Wilmot

This feature is inspired by the Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook page. This photo was posted 
by Philip W. Hungerbuehler on November 5. “Nice evening to rip up some sod,” he said. 
(Photo credit: Philip W. Hungerbuehler)
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TRAVEL —

“Authentic” is a word that is probably much 
over-used, when it comes to describing trav-
el destinations. But in the case of the island 
of Grenada, in the eastern Caribbean, it is 
nonetheless the truth.

I first visited Grenada 17 years ago; this 
month gave me my first opportunity to 
return. I remembered Grenada as an un-
spoiled, welcoming, laid-back, “authentic” 
place to visit. I am pleased to report – it still 
is.

And one of the strongest symbols of that 
authenticity is the food on offer in Grenadi-
an eateries, from higher end to beach-front 
diners. Whatever you order in Grenada, you 
will not be disappointed.

But you will have to be a bit adventurous! 
At least, if you want to enjoy the very best 
in Grenadian cuisine, you may have to take 
a chance on ordering food you have never 
eaten before.

Take oil down, for example. Perhaps not 
the most appetizing name, but oil down – 
which contains, among other ingredients 
breadfruit, salted meat, chicken, dump-
lings, callaloo, and other vegetables stewed 
in coconut milk, herbs, and spices – is both 
delicious, and the official, national dish of 
Grenada. It’s allegedly named “oil down” be-
cause some of the oil from the coconut milk 
settles in the bottom of the single pot.

On my first night in Grenada, our group 
dined at Dodgy Dock, which hosts a gigantic 
buffet of local food every Wednesday. The 
place was packed, and the food was amaz-
ing. I had curried crab and dumplings –and 
I’m pretty sure I worked off the calories 
from the crab in an effort to crack them and 
get to the meat. When I asked for something 
to assist in cracking the crab, the manager 
kindly told me they didn’t have any such 
thing, “because the locals eat them this way.” 
They were worth the effort.

Some other options that evening included 
boneless backed stuff snapper, spiny lob-
ster, seared tuna, chicken, goat curry, conch 
(which they called lambie), roti, and more… 
a lot more. And we dined to the sounds of a 
great local, live band.

The adventure continued with every meal 
during my six-day stay. At the Belmont Es-
tate, lunch started with green banana soup, 
while our tour included samples (many 
samples!) of some of the finest chocolate 
ever, made right at the historic estate.

At Sails Restaurant and Bar, in St. George’s 
(the capital city of Grenada), my “light lunch” 
was a seafood platter that included lobster, 
octopus (done perfectly), shrimp and scal-

lops. Everything but the shrimp was caught 
locally. The meal also included grilled sweet 
corn and potatoes. It was entirely tasty.

Grenada is known as the spice island – that 
was even its official tourism tag line until a 
few years ago – and every meal is perfectly 
seasoned, using the incredible array of lo-
cal spices. Nutmeg was a key crop until the 
trees were flattened by Hurricane Ivan, in 
2004; today, it is still grown in smaller quan-
tities. I tasted a nutmeg and tamarind dip-
ping sauce and immediately purchased a 
bottle to bring home. It was so good, I opted 
for that ahead of a bottle of Grenadian rum.

But speaking of rum… we toured the Rivers 
rum factory, where they make rum follow-
ing a centuries-old method. It even includes 
using an ancient, over-shot water wheel to 
drive the machinery that processes the sug-
ar cane – the key raw material used in mak-
ing the rum.

Rivers is a very popular brand in Grenada, 
even though they only make two kinds of 
white rum – one 69% alcohol (the stuff you 
buy in the LCBO is more likely 40%), and 
one at 75% (which you cannot export from 
Grenada, because it is a fire hazard!)

Of course, we tasted both, sampling it neat, 
and then mixing it with the local lemon-lime 
soda called Ting. Not surprisingly, it became 
more pleasant with each tasting! Of which 
there were several.

Following the principle of “when in Grena-
da,” I largely abandoned my typical bever-
age – wine – and enjoyed, instead, a variety 
of rum concoctions – rum punch, mojitos, 
and a visually stunning, multi-coloured 
drink dubbed “Rastaman Vibration”.

Our group took a 20-minute flight to the is-
land of Carriacou – politically part of Gre-
nada – where we had lunch at a wonderful 
beach-front restaurant called “Paradise 
Beach Club,” owned by Allison Caton, who 
was born on the island, spent many years 
working in New York City, but who could not 
wait to come back home, where she opened 
her wonderful restaurant in 2019. That’s 
where I had the Rastaman drink – pineap-
ple juice, orange juice, grenadine and… oh 
yeah… rum, lots of rum. It’s also where I 
opted for a pizza for lunch – but pizza, Gre-
nada style. It was a lobster pizza, and utterly 
delicious.

Every meal in Grenada was unique and ter-
rific. The breakfast spread at the Bay House, 
where I stayed, always included local juice, 
like guava; local fruits (star fruit, mango, 
passion fruit, watermelon); and wonderful 
pastries, most laden with chocolate. Lunch 
and dinner menus featured a great variety 
of seafood – during my stay, in addition to 
meals mentioned earlier, I enjoyed seared 
tuna, coconut shrimp, mahi mahi, scallops, 
and a lot more.

My last taste, in Grenada, was dessert at the 
waterfront Sand Bar restaurant – chocolate 
cake with nutmeg ice cream, all from local 
ingredients. A perfect ending to a perfect 
visit.

There is a lot more to enjoy on this authen-
tic island, but if you only experienced the 
cuisine, it would still be a trip of a lifetime.

Paul Knowles is an author and travel writer, 
and President of the Travel Media Associa-
tion of Canada. To contact Paul about travel, 
his books, or speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Grenada, home to authentic, local… and delicious… cuisine 

By Paul Knowles

HOMES FOR SALE

Direct: 519-275-4900
Office: 519-662-4900

willseyalison@gmail.com
www.willseyrealestate.com

Alison Willsey, Broker

2 PLUS 1 BEDROOMS, HOME OFFICE, 3 FULL BATHS,  DOUBLE GARAGE, FINISHED BASEMENT,  
BACKING ONTO FIELDS $754,500 MLS # 40512436 **133 Liebler St. Tavistock**  

2 PLUS 3 BEDRMS, 3 BATHS,  TRIPLE GARAGE, FINISHED, WALK OUT BASEMENT,  VAULTED
CEILINGS  $1.097,500 MLS# 40498008 **5 English Cres., Plattsville**

$1,097,500

$754,500

A small part of the incredible array of local food at the Dodgy Dock Wednesday night food 
market event.
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November 15th

Mental Health Breakfast

Taking place at Puddicombe House 
Restaurant at 45 Peel Street from 
7:30 a.m. to 10 a.m., with breakfast 
served at 8 a.m. Come join for a 
delicious breakfast and intentional 
conversation about mental health, re-
lationships, human resiliency and the 
strength of community. $35 per ticket. 
Hosted by Wilmot Family Resource 
Centre and Interfaith Counselling 
Centre.

November 15th

Elder Abuse Awareness and Preven-
tion Information Session

Presented by the Senior Support 
Team of Waterloo Region. From 10 
a.m. to 11 a.m. at 65 Boullee Street in 
New Hamburg, the Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch 532. For adults 55+ in 
Wilmot and Wellesley Townships. To 
register email coffeehousetalks2020@
gmail.com or phone WFRC at 519-
662-2731.

November 15th

East Zorra Tavistock Council Meeting

In-person council meeting taking 
place at 7 p.m. at 695566 17th Line in 
Innerkip.

November 17th

Men’s Rib & Tail Stag

Sponsored by the Optimist Club of 
Shakespeare at the Shakespeare 
Community Centre. Catered by Ken-
nedy’s. Takeout 6 p.m., dinner from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Tickets are $30 
including door prizes. Refreshments 
and games of chance. For tickets call 
Murray at 519-276-1039 or Gary at 
519-272-9140.

November 18th

Gospel Music Concert

The Jantzi’s from St. Catharines will 
be singing at Shantz Mennonite 
Church, Erb’s Road in Baden, at 7 
p.m. $10 donation at the door.

November 19th

Grand Ole Opry Philipsburg Style

The Zion Lutheran Philipsburg pres-

ents the Grand Ole Opry Philipsburg 
style, featuring Dianne Ditner and 
Gary Moser. From 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., 
admission is $10. With special guests: 
Minnie Pearl and the Hee Haw 
Gang. Grab your cowboy hats, don 
some western gear and join for the 
toe-tappin’ afternoon full of country 
music.

November 22nd

Fun with the Firebirds

Come and meet your favourite 
Firebird. Taking place at the Baden 
Library at 6:30 p.m. Drop-in, no reg-
istration required.

November 25th

Bazaar and Craft Sale at Morningside 
Adult Community Village Centre

Funds raised will go towards pro-
viding Christmas hampers. 10 a.m. 
to noon at the village centre, second 
right down from main entrance 
(Bleams Road and Bergy Court). 
Coffee and muffins 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Take home soup sale at 11 a.m. Bake 
sale, crafts, white elephant tables, 

raffle. Everyone is invited.

November 25th

Christmas Bazaar

Taking place at 66 Mill Street in 
Baden at St. James Lutheran Church 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tea balls, bake 
table, vendors, nearly new sale, San-
ta’s secret surprise table, face paint-
ing and more. Everyone welcome.

November 27th

Wilmot Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting taking place 
at 60 Snyder’s Road West in Baden at 
6:45 p.m. Also streamed on the Town-
ship of Wilmot YouTube page.

November 28th

Free film screening

The Wilmot Ecumenical Working 
Group on Indigenous/Settler Rela-
tionships is pleased to announce they 
are hosting another film series. The 
first film in the series, Before Tomor-
row, will be shown at Zion United 
Church, 215 Peel St., New Hamburg 
on Tuesday, November 28th at 7 p.m. 

This award winning film shows life 
in Nunavik in 1840 and tells the story 
of a grandmother and her grandson 
on an important mission for the sur-
vival of their Inuit community.

November 28th

Wellesley Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting taking place 
at 4805 William Hastings Line in 
Crosshill at 6:45 p.m. Also streamed 
on the Township of Wellesley You-
Tube page.

December 3rd

New Hamburg Santa Claus Parade

Taking place in downtown New Ham-
burg from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

December 4th

Blood Drive

Taking place at the Steinmann Men-
nonite Church at 1316 Snyder’s Road 
West in New Hamburg. Booking 
times are available on www.blood.
ca from around 4 p.m. until around 
8 p.m.

Ser v ing
Ont ar io

Ag r ic ul t ur e
s inc e 1966! 

Famil y o w ned  
& 

Oper at ed519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
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Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - NOVEMBER 2023

COMMUNITY —
Stratford’s Holiday Shopping 

EXTRAVAGANZA!
NOVEMBER 25 | 10 AM - 3 PM
Stratford District Secondary School

Be one of the first 50 families and recieve a 
passport for a chance to win a gift basket raffle!

CRAFT AND VENDOR MARKET
Fundraising for Cystic Fibrosis.

Donations are welcomed.

LOCAL PRODUCTS
CHRISTMAS TREES

ARRIVING NOVEMBER 23
FRESH CUT ONTARIO           

CHRISTMAS TREES
75 WILLIAM STREET NORTH, TAVISTOCK

SCOTS PINE, BALSAM &       
COLORADO SPRUCE

A FUNDRAISING PROJECT OF THE ADULT 
FELLOWSHIP OF GRACE UNITED CHURCH

Wilmot pumpkin drop a “huge 
success”
More than an estimate 1,000 pumpkins collected
By Veronica Reiner

Wilmot resident Cassidy Wagler has once again hosted a 
local community pumpkin drop to collect pumpkins and 
other items to feed to their family’s cattle and sheep. She 
said the initiative was a huge success this year.

“This year has been our best year yet, so we’ve doubled the 
amount of pumpkins that we saw last year,” said Cassidy. 
“Last year, we had about 13 boxes, and this year, we’ve had 
28, which we estimate is more than 1,000 pumpkins.”

The collection bin was placed outside of the family’s lan-
eway on Erbs Road, just outside of Philipsburg, near the 
Zion Philipsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church. In ad-
dition to all types of pumpkins (carved, whole, painted, 
white, etc.) ornamentals were also accepted, along with 
bales, cornstalks, apples and pears.

The bin was placed there on October 31, and was avail-
able to the public at any time until Saturday, November 
11. However, the family continues to collect pumpkins and 
other items beyond that date - people are welcome to drop 
them off at the end of the family’s laneway if interested.

“What we’ve done in the past is we keep it out for the 
week after Halloween,” explained Cassidy. “But this year, 
because the demand was high, and people kept asking me 
if we’re leaving it out or not, we just left it out for a little 
over a week.”

The idea for this initiative started several years ago, when 
the family was driving up to visit a friend in Norfolk 
County, and saw something similar. “We had fed our own 

pumpkins in the past, but we didn’t really think beyond 
that,” said Cassidy. “So we decided to try it one year, and it 
just keeps growing every year.”

This initiative feeds the family’s 60 beef cattle and be-
tween 150 to 200 sheep. Cassidy said she and her sis-
ter promote the pumpkin drop through social media. 
“Between the two of us, we rely on that. Every year, I say 
share it if you wish, and people tend to share it, and it 
just grows that way,” she said. “There’s a lot of community 
support which is really cool.”

Pumpkins are a great source of vitamins A, C, E and B, 
as well as minerals and fibre. In traditional Western vet-
erinary medicine, pumpkins are mainly used to promote 
digestive health.

Cassidy said that the family plans to continue the initia-
tive once again next year.

Cassidy Wagler is all smiles at her pumpkin drop box. 
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Weekly Quiz Answers
1)Danny DeVito

2)92

3)Cedar wood

4)4

5)Red, White, Blue

6)7

7)Bangkok

8)Gertrude

9)The Trachea

10)Jon Pardi

CLASSIFIED ADS

Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and preserved 
throughout the world now and forever. Oh Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude worker of mira-
cles, pray for us; St. Jude helper of the hopeless, pray 
for us. Say this prayer nine times a day, by the eighth 
day this prayer will be answered. It has never been 
known to fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

Wanted
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, 
Blues, Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. 
Selectively buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and 
Stereo Equipment. For more information: DIAMOND 
DOGS MUSIC 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 226-972-5750

Wanted
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles.
Coca Cola Pepsi any pop company
Brewery items Kuntz ,Huether Labatts etc
Old radios and gramophones, Wristwatches and 
pocket watches, Old fruit jars, Beaver Star Bee Hive 
etc. Any old oil  cans and signs Red Indian Supertest 
etc Any small furniture. If you are moving or cleaning 
out stuff please contact me - 519-570-6920.
Legal Notice 
TAKE NOTICE THAT: any One with a prior, equal, or 
superior right, interest, CONDUCT, treaty or Convention 
in/to/for/of the NAME and property of: TEUTA TARELLI 
and/or TARELLI, TEUTA Estate, or: TEUTA GRIMCI 
and/or GRIMCI, TEUTA Estate, in any style or variation 
thereof capable to confuse, suspend or clog said 
NAME, Title and/or Estate is hereby WARRANTED to 
present their said claim to Witness: Blerina, Krasnica. 
c/o: 69 Leacrest Road, East York, ON M4G1E5 
before expiration of twenty-eight (28) days of this first 
publishing of this Notice.

KARATE! IN-PERSON & VIRTUAL 
CLASSES AVAILABLE
SCHWEITZER'S MARTIAL ARTS
Self-defense, Self-discipline, Self-confidence
GROUP CLASSES FOR AGES 4 TO ADULT
Taught by Renshi Becky Schweitzer,
4th Degree Black Belt and 12X 
World Karate Champion
Location Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church -
23 Church Street, New Hamburg
10 week session $125+HST.  
Uniform extra
Call 519-580-1418 or e-mail 
becky_schweitzer@hotmail.com
www.schweitzersmartialarts.com

COMMUNITY —

Wanted
Used greeting cards from the 50's, 60's, 70's, 80's. 
Baby, Birthday, Get Well, Christmas etc. cards.  
519-616-3379

NOW HIRING
peopleCare Tavistock

Position available at our 
Tavistock LTC Home

Dietary Department
• Students

• Cooks
• Dietary Aides

Apply to: kmclellan@superiorfacilityservices.com
519-655-2031, Ext 437

We welcome you to join the team! 

TAVISTOCK ROYALS SR. “AA” HOCKEY

Tavistock Royals vs
Ripley Wolves
Sunday afternoon, 
November 19th, 2023 
at 3:30 p.m.

Embro Arena

Wednesday, November 22nd, 2023
From 6:00-8:45pm

Waterloo Oxford District
Secondary School Presents...

Grade 8 Night

 wod.wrdsb.ca

For more information about W-O please visit our 
Future Grade 9 page at:

Join us in the cafeteria at 6:00pm for the opening 
presentation followed by school tours.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Staff

Oxford County’s Holiday Sharing Guide is online and up-
dated this year at www.informationoxford.ca.

The Holiday Sharing Guide offers a comprehensive list 
of gift and clothing drives, emergency help, shelters, hot 
meal and food programs, along with seasonal communi-
ty events. The guide is organized around options to “give 
help,” either by donating time, funds or items, or “get 

help,” by accessing programs offered by community orga-
nizations, charities and local churches. 

“We are entering this holiday season with basic living 
expenses, like groceries, utilities, and rents or mortgag-
es, at the highest point in years. For many families, there 
simply won’t be anything left over to make the holidays 
special,” said Kelly Gilson, Executive Director of United 
Way of Oxford. 

“The Holiday Sharing Guide is a resource that lets peo-
ple know the ways they can give and get help in their 
community.”

The guide also includes information about local Santa 
Clause parades collecting non-perishable food donations. 
With deadlines and registration periods coming up soon 
to receive help or donate to one of the guide’s programs, 
interested residents are encouraged to check the online 
guide or call 211.  

The Holiday Sharing Guide is a collaboration between 
Oxford County, InformationOxford.ca, 211 Ontario and 
United Way Oxford.

Oxford County’s Holiday Sharing 
Guide updated and online now

Wanted
Two strong people to lift a hutch onto a buffet in my 
basement. 15 mins maximum. Tavistock. 
Call Jim 519 378 8556.
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Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios 
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION

CONTRACTORS

EXCAVATING

PLUMBING

CABINETRY

LEGAL TRAVEL

CHIROPRACTIC
MASSAGE

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

CONTRACTORSAUTOMOTIVE

TECHNICAL

ASSISTANCE

STORAGE

BENDER CONTRACTING
PROJECT MANAGEMENT

DESIGN BUILD

AGRICULTURAL COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIALAGRICULTURAL COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

DARYL BENDERDARYL BENDER 519-897-0658519-897-0658

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

 Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

E&L
CSN - E&L
111 Arnold St.
New Hamburg, On.
N3A 2C6
www.likenew.ca

Murray Erb
Manager
T: 519-662-1892
F: 519-662-1895
Toll Free: 1-877-894-9773
E: merb@likenew.ca

24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

  JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford 
519-273-4404

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 
• Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
• Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology
Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,  
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874

www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca

39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

272 Snyder’s Road, Baden
matt@badenauto.ca

Full Service 
Maintenance & 
Repair on All 

Makes & Models

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Cell: 519-272-7676 
Res: 519-655-2548

Office: 519-273-2821

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.remaxabrealty.ca

Independently 
Owned & Operated

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr                   Cell: 519-801-1743

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

For all your 
masonry 

needs!

Cell: 519-274-3690
Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Looking for workers
  – willing to train!

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com
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NEW and RESALE HOMES
CUSTOM HOMES AND RENOVATIONS

Stop in and see us 206 Hope St. East, Tavistock 
Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com Brian Wilhelm, Broker

Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

HEATING/COOLING

DENTIST

ELECTRICAL

COMPUTERS

Specializing in Agricultural, Solar, 
Automation Control and EV Charging

163 Hope St. W.
P.O. Box 495
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
Local: 519-655-6802

 Email:info@crescentridge.ca

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/

ESA Lic.
10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

Offering I.V. Sedation, 
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth 
Replacement and Root Canal 

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., 
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca 

tavistockdental.ca

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator

dwoelfle@rogers.com
Installation, Sales & Service, 

Residential, Commercial

• Furnaces • Air Conditioners 
• Fireplaces

• Gas Piping • Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & 
COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051
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To book this space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

M A C K E R
M E C H A N I C A L

BRAD MACDONALD

Installation & Service • Oil Gas Furnaces • Boilers
Water Heaters • Air Handlers • Air Conditioners • Hydronics

P: 519-591-3871    
email: mackermechanical@gmail.com  •  New Hamburg

JOB PROOF
From the desk of:  Tiffany

DOCKET #: 94321

JOB NAME: Macker Mechanical  •  Business Card  •  3.5 x 2  •  Qty 500 cards 

* Pink line represents the finished size and will not print.  For visual reference only.

BRAD MACDONALDBRAD MACDONALD

• Installation & Service 
• Oil Gas Furnaces • Boilers 

• Water Heaters • Air Handlers 
• Air Conditioners • Hydronics

519-591-3871 |  New Hamburg
mackermechanical@gmail.com
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500
Order online today!

PREMIUM QUALITY | INCREDIBLE VALUE | UNMATCHED SERVICE
Complete & Balanced Pet Food for All Life Stages!


