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St. Marys Town Hall is getting a makeover. The 
iconic limestone building is currently closed to 
accommodate renovations to its first floor. 

The work will include a full remodel of the space. 
Council Chambers will be expanded and the tech-
nology in the room will be upgraded. New wash-
room facilities will be added, including one that is 
barrier free. 

Services usually offered at Town Hall will be pro-
vided online, by phone or at other municipal facil-
ities during the closure, as noted below. 

- General inquiries: Call 519-284-2340, email 
clerksoffice@town.stmarys.on.ca, or visit the Mu-
nicipal Operations Centre (408 James St. S) during 
business hours (Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.)

- Police: Call 519-271-4141 for non-emergencies; 
call 9-1-1 for emergencies

- Community Outreach Worker: Call 519-284-
2340 or visit the St. Marys Public Library from 
Monday to Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (ring the 
library's doorbell between 8:30 and 10:30 am for 
assistance)

- Mayor: Email astrathdee@town.stmarys.on.ca 

- Licensing, by-law enforcement and Council cor-
respondence: Call 519-284-2340, email clerksof-
fice@town.stmarys.on.ca, or use the drop box lo-
cated at the library's Queen St. entrance

- PC Connect inquiries: Call the Community 
Transportation Call Centre at 1-888-465-0783

- Tourism inquiries: Call 519-284-2340, ext. 272, 
email kdeeks@town.stmarys.on.ca, or visit the 
St. Marys Public Library, St. Marys Museum or 

The wreaths are hung, and the 
lights are strung – just in time for 
the holiday season to return to St. 
Marys!

Santa Claus arrives this Friday, No-
vember 17 to kick off the season via 
the Kinsmen Santa Claus Parade, 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. Parking on 

Queen Street from Water to Peel 
and on Water Street South from 
Queen to Jones is prohibited during 
the parade. Closures will begin at 
4:00 p.m. on November 17. Visit 
www.stmaryskinsmen.com for more 
information about the parade route, 
donations and entering a float.

HOMEFIELD LEGACY REALTY
ST. MARYS, BROKERAGE

Broker of Record Coldwell Banker Home�eld Legacy Brokerage*
150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON

Cell: 519-949-2264 | O�ce: 519-284-2381
*Each o�ce is an independently owned & operated member broker of 

Coldwell Banker A�liates of Canada
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Black’s Financial Services

TERM
1 year
3 years
5 years

GIC
6.14
5.88
5.86

GIC INSURED
*All rates subject

to change without
notice*

Call us for details 519.284.1340
Black’s Financial Services

Are you taking advantage of the TFSA?
1 YR 5.70 - 3 YR 5.50 - 5 YR 5.20

For more products and 
Financial Advice call us today!

*All rates subject to change without notice*

Celebrate the Holiday 
season in St. Marys!

BLACK FRIDAY 
SALE!
Nov. 24th All Day
Online only at
rivervalleygolfandtube.com
90 min tube pass $27
($10 in savings)

Gift Cards available 
for golf & tubing!

www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

Call us for inquiries at 

519.225.2329

SAVE UP TO $13,000 AT ALLROADS!

AllRoads.ca | 519-284-3308
See AllRoads Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram

36 Water St. S., St. Marys ON | 519.284.0041 | info@stmarysindependent.com | www.stmarysindy.com
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St. Marys honours our 
veterans

Town Hall to be 
closed until May 
for renovations

At the end of the Remembrance Day service held in St. Marys on Saturday, citizens 
were invited to place their poppies at the cenotaph as a symbol of respect for 
those who have made the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom. (Stewart Grant photo)

Continued on page 2
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STONETOWN
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Unit 1, 60 Water Street South
St. Marys, ON.

GICs
1 yr -   
3 yr -  
5 yr -  

*Rates subject to change without notice

RRSPs
1 yr -   
3 yr -  
5 yr -  
*Minimum may apply

TFSAs
1 yr -   
3 yr -  
5 yr -  

INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO REVIEWS - CALL TODAY

ph:  519.284.4448

PROVIDING SOLUTIONS TO MEET YOUR ESTATE, FINANCIAL & RETIREMENT NEEDS! 
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COMMUNITY —

11

HITCHING POSTThe

Light rain

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday TuesdayWednesday Thursday
Nov-15th Nov-16th Nov-17th Nov-18th Nov-19th Nov-20th Nov-21st

c 13 c 10 c 5 c

Feels Like 
�

Feels Like 
��

Feels Like 
�

Feels Like 
�

Feels Like 
�

Feels Like 
�

Feels Like 
�

Rain Mainly sunny Sun/cloud Sun/cloud

7 Day Forecast - Weather Sponsored by 

Mainly sunnyMainly sunny

4 c 4 c c7

6.14
5.88
5.86

6.05
5.81
5.79

5.70
5.50
5.20

downtown businesses for tourism 
materials

Work on the Town Hall is expected 
to be completed by May 2024. Up-
dates about the project will be pro-
vided through local media, the Town 

website (www.townofstmarys.com), 
Facebook (www.facebook.com/st-
marysontario) and Twitter/X (www.
twitter.com/townofstmarys).

Questions about the project can be 
directed to 519-284-2340 or commu-
nications@town.stmary.on.ca. 

Town Hall to be closed 
until May for renovations
Continued from page 1

The festive season starts 
this weekend
Also on Friday, the fabulous Win-
terLights will be lit by Santa Claus 
immediately following the parade 
– be sure to join us at Milt Dunnell 
Field! Enjoy the display nightly 
from 5:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. until 
Monday, January 1, 2024. Donations 
to the display are greatly appreci-
ated online (www.townofstmarys.
com/winterlights), at the donor wall 
or at Waving Santa.

On Saturday, November 18 stop by 
the St. Marys Craft Show at the Pyr-
amid Recreation Centre. The show 
will run from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
and will feature over 100 artisans. 
Admission to the show is free and a 
delicious lunch is available for pur-
chase, with proceeds supporting the 
St. Marys Friendship Centre.

Beginning on Friday, November 24 
and continuing until Sunday, No-
vember 26, the Downtown Mer-
chants’ Open House is the perfect 
opportunity to cross everyone off 
your gift list. Participating mer-
chants are offering festive promo-
tions and giveaways all weekend 
long! Look for festive deals at your 
favourite local shops on Friday, Vic-
torian carolers on Saturday, and a 
farmers’ market, free horse-drawn 
wagon rides, and Mr. and Mrs. Claus 
on Sunday.

For more information on all these 
events, visit www.discoverstmarys.
ca/happyholidays.

Be sure to follow the Town of St. 
Marys’ Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter accounts for any updates 
and reminders.

Continued from page 1

By Wendy Lamond

This year's 12th An-
nual Art Show and 
Sale is taking place 
at two lovely loca-
tions in town.  One 
being at Riverwalk 
Commons and the 
other is at the Studio 
which is located on 
the 2nd floor of The 
Flower Shop and 
More.

The artists were busy 
getting the paintings 
hung on the walls to 
exhibit their talents.

For specifics on lo-
cation and times for 
the Art show and 
sale,  see the adver-
tisement on page 20.

Stonetown Arts 12th 
Annual Art Show and Sale

Acrylic artist Chantelle Marshall and glass artist Paula 
Wilcox make sure the canvasses are level.

Water colour and glass artist Annette Goodale and encaustic artist Anna Koot 
share their ideas on arrangement.  (Wendy Lamond photos)

www.stonetowntravel.com

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL Where in the world Where in the world 

would you like to go?would you like to go?  

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel 

consultants today!consultants today!
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How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player

The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

Some people come 
into your life as 

blessings and some 
come in your life as 

lessons.

There is no key to 
happiness, the door 

is always open.

Kind words can be 
short and easy to 

speak but what they 
mean to someone 

could last a lifetime.

One small positive 
thought in the 

morning can change 
your whole day.
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Overheard at the Co�ee Shop

Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Santa is coming 

to town on Friday.   

Time to convince 

him to take me off 

the naughty list.

And just like 

that, Christmas is 

everywhere!!!

Quote of the Week
"I was very honoured just to be nominated and then to receive it. Working 
for Perth County Paramedic Services, being able to help our community 
through our service, aside from 911 calls, is very rewarding and a great 
way to meet and support our residents."

Perth County Paramedic and St. Mary resident Jacqueline Ussher 
on receiving the Ontario Association of Paramedic Chiefs (OAPC) 
Humanitarian Award.

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have 6 Bravos this week.

1) Bravo to all those who paused on Re-
membrance Day. Even if a business is open, 
the people working would appreciate tak-
ing a moment at 11am. Next time you are 
shopping, please keep that in mind.

2) Bravo to the concerned Southvale Rd 
citizen who called the town to report their 
street flooding from the recent storm. The 
crew was quickly out unblocking the water 
drains from fallen leaves. A job well done 
by all!

3) Bravo to the Ontario Early Years Pro-
gram and their recent partnership with the 
Stratford police and Canadian Tire to con-
duct a free Child Care Seat clinic. Thanks 
for making sure I had a car seat that was 
safe for my granddaughter. 

4) My daughter and I were shopping down-
town St Marys on Friday.  We went into Tim 
Hortons for lunch and while sitting down 
at the table a lady approached our table, 
wished me Season's Greetings and left a 
really nice gift card.  It made our day. 

5) Bravo to the courteous and helpful Phar-
macists at Hubbard Pharmacy. Your kind-
ness does not go unnoticed. 

6) I would like to thank the kind, young 
gentleman Mark Thompson who paid for 
one of my gift cards I was purchasing at 
Gilly's on Friday.  You made my day. Much 
appreciated. 

We have 2 Boos this week.

1) Boo to those people who use out-of-town 
real estate agents. Not only are you doing 
yourselves a disservice by using someone 
who doesn't know the area (amenities, traf-
fic patterns, and facilities); but you are also 
hurting the rest of us. St. Marys realtors 
will spend most of their commission in the 
community, (groceries, insurance, banks, 
retailers, etc.) as well as pay taxes here. 
They also volunteer and give to St. Marys 
charities. All of this makes St. Marys a bet-
ter community.  

2) Boo to cat owners who let their cats wan-
der freely outdoors. It is unfair to our birds 
whose numbers are already dwindling. 
Bathroom business in flower beds and 
gardens is not appreciated. For your cat's 
health and your peace of mind.... Please 
keep them indoors.

....a few initiatives that are happening...
At an apartment building in St. Marys a resident (Brenda M.) 
has rallied her neighbours together with a 30 day challenge for 
the month of November. 
On each of the three floors of the building there are big boxes 
wrapped in silver paper. On the box there is an suggestion of a 
food donation for each day of the month for tenants to put in 
the box. For example one day is cereal, one day is pasta, one 
day is boxed or canned milk - there are thirty days in 
November so there are thirty donation suggestions. 
Participation is entirely voluntary and of course people are not 
expected to donate something every day. At the end of the 
month everything will be donated to the Salvation Army Food 
Bank in St. Marys. If everyone does a little, by the end of the 
month it will be a lot! Better together for sure!

The St. Marys business community has been leading the 
Giving Tuesday charge for the past seven years and this year 
is no different. The initiatives they have created to give back to 
our community are as unique as each business is. Individual 
businesses are posting their Giving Tuesday plans on social 
media and in store windows. Better Together Always!

The Celebrate St. Marys Group is creating a book of stories of 
good deeds done by neighbours in St. Marys and area! 
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REALLYGREATSITE.COM

WINTER SWIMMING LESSONS
REGISTRATION 

townofstmarys.com/aquatics or 519-284-2160

STONETOWNSTONETOWN  
CRIERCRIER The latest municipal news

from the Town of St. Marys

Contact us
519-284-2340 
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca

SHOWER PROGRAM

This program provides free showers to
those in need.  Showers are private,
secure and accessible for individuals of
all abilities.

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

Thursdays, 9 AM - 1 PM | Pyramid Centre

TRIVIA NIGHT

townofstmarys.com/library or 519-284-3346

PA DAY PROGRAM

ST. MARYS CRAFT SHOW

 519-284-3272

 Registration for winter swimming
lessons (starting November 27) is now

open!

townofstmarys.com/activenet  or 519-284-2160

Nov. 17, 8 AM -  5 PM | Pyramid Rec. Centre

Youth in Grades 3 - 6 can spend the
upcoming PA Day playing games,
swimming in the pool, and enjoying a
movie with popcorn!

Join the St. Marys Public Library for Trivia
Night! Come with a team or meet some

new friends. Prizes are up for grabs for the
winning team.

Shop for local, handmade treasures from
9 AM to 3 PM. Admission is free, and a

delicious lunch is available to purchase.

Saturday, Nov. 18 | Pyramid Centre

Monday, Nov. 20, 7 PM | Gilly’s Pubhouse

Custom Built Bungalow – Premium Lot – Excep�onal Finishes 
- $1,199,999 -  

 

 

  
–    

 

Custom Built Bungalow – Premium Lot – Excep�onal Finishes 
- $1,199,999 -  

 

 

  
–    

 

This century home offers a perfect blend of character and convenience 
243 James Street South, St. Marys - $674,900  MLS #40504616 

 

Charming 1874 Limestone Cottage Bungalow - A Historic Gem in St. Marys
232 Elgin Street East, St. Marys - $724,900 – MLS # 40500321 

This century home offers a perfect blend of character and convenience 
243 James Street South, St. Marys - $674,900  MLS #40504616 

 

 

Charming 1874 Limestone Cottage Bungalow - A Historic Gem in St. Marys 
232 Elgin Street East, St. Marys - $724,900 – MLS # 40500321 

 

Custom Built 
Bungalow – Premium 

Lot – Exceptional 
Finishes THE WEST 
WOODS ESTATES, 

Listowel 
 $1,199,999
MLS #40504863

SUGARBUSH 
VILLAGE OVER 55 

RETIREMENT LIVING 
AT IT’S FINEST

1310 SF Bungalow 
$619,900

MLS #40481256

Charming 1874 
Limestone Cottage 

Bungalow - A Historic 
Gem in St. Marys

232 Elgin Street East, 
St. Marys

$698,000
MLS # 40500321

This century home 
offers a perfect blend 

of character and 
convenience 

243 James Street 
South, St. Marys  

$674,900
MLS #40504616

www.benchmark-realestate.ca

marty@martythomson.com

OR
Call

FEATURE

PROPERTY
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COMMUNITY —

1) Who is the voice of 
Lorax in “The Lorax”?

2) What is the atomic 
number for uranium?

3) Which type of wood 
is commonly used for 
making pencils?

4) How many strings 
on a Cello?

5) What three colors make up The 
Netherlands flag?

6) How many wonders of the world are 
there?

7) What is the capital of Thailand?

8) In Shakespeare’s Hamlet, what is 
Hamlet’s mother’s name?

9) What is the scientific name for the 
windpipe?

10) Who sings the song “Head Over Boots”?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our senior of the week is Harold Douglas.   
Harold will be turning 77 on Nov. 21st. He 

was born in Listowel and grew up on a farm 
in Donegal. He has been married to Connie 

for 53 years.  They have 3 children and 5 
grandchildren. Harold works at Finnie's.  

He is a proud Mason and in his spare time 
likes playing pool, watching baseball and 

does woodworking.  Happy Birthday!

Locally owned and operated

ECRA/ESA# 7016671

Contact us today for a
FREE ESTIMATE

Peter Hughes
226-921-1739

peter@hugheselectricalsolutions.com

From left, Nancy Baird, Reg Quinton, and Kate Gra-
ham of the Friends of St. Marys Public Library are all 
smiles as their successful four-day Fall Book Sale 
concluded at the Town Hall Auditorium on Saturday 
afternoon. Over 700 guests/patrons visited the sale, 
and through their kind generosity raised over $7,500 
to support special programs, services, and needs at 
our St. Marys Public Library. (Stewart Grant photo)

On Tuesday Nancy Wojcik's grade 4/5 class from Holy 
Name joined Committee Member Julie Docker-John-
son and Mayor Al Strathdee for the raising of the Giv-
ing Tuesday flag at the town hall. Giving Tuesday, a 
global day of generosity, is November 28th and this 
year it is dedicated to Sheila Greason. Before her 
passing, Sheila did everything possible to help others 
in need.  (Wendy Lamond photo)

Friends of the 
Library hold 
successful book 
sale

Giving Tuesday 
Flag Raising
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BL ACK
FRIDAY

DEALS START NOW!
UP TO 75% OFF

STOREWIDE!

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 
MON-FRI 9AM-8PM
SAT9-6  SUN10-5

$$115959

LUXURY LUXURY 
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

5MM THICK5MM THICK

$$116969
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 4.99

GLASS/STONEGLASS/STONE
BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH
$$229999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 6.99

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

PADPAD
ATTACHEDATTACHED

HOT HOT 
BUYBUY

13” X 13”13” X 13”
PORCELAINPORCELAIN

TILESTILES

6969¢¢
FROM

5’ X 8”5’ X 8”
AREA RUGSAREA RUGS 

STARTING FROMSTARTING FROM

$$9999
NOT EXACTLY
AS SHOWN

NO TAX!

IN STOCK
DOORDOOR
CRASHERCRASHER

HERRINGBONEHERRINGBONE
HARDWOOD HARDWOOD 

  $$339999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 8.99

IN STOCK NEWNEW
ARRIVALARRIVAL

HANDSCRAPEDHANDSCRAPED
LAMINATELAMINATE

  $$115959
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 4.99

IN STOCK 12MM12MM
THICKTHICK

/SF
4.99

COMMUNITY —

Buying or selling your
home, cottage or land?

Call Joseph Marcaccio
Sales Representative

519-703-4346
Email: jmarcaccio55@gmail.com

Local Canadian Tire helping 
toy and food drive reach goal

By Nancy Bickell

Porter and Colton’s Toy and Food 
Drive has gone viral. Those of you 
who have been following the boys' 
journey over the last six years will 
know that they've teamed up with St. 
Marys Canadian Tire to purchase toys 
and gift cards for kids and families in 
the area. 

The boys have raised close to $20,000 
over the last five years by collecting 
Canadian tire money, cash, and bottle 
donations. They are excited to meet 
their $8,500 goal this year. 

Canadian Tire has committed to help-
ing these two 11 year olds meet their 
goal again by offering to set up a dedi-

cated Community Points Reward Card 
to replace Canadian tire money that 
is no longer in circulation. Customers 
can choose to donate their triangle 
rewards points to Porter and Colton’s 
charity at the time of purchase at the 
local Canadian Tire St.Marys Store. 

Angie Miskuski, co-owner of Cana-
dian Tire in St.Marys, reached out to 
Colton and Porter with this gener-
ous idea and the boys jumped at the 
chance to work more closely with the 
store. 

If you are interested in learning more 
about Porter and Colton’s Toy and 
Food Drive, please visit their Face-
book page: "Porter & Colton's Toy 
Drive".

From left, Colton Lawrence and Porter Huffman. (Nancy Bickell photo)



St. Marys Independent 8 Thursday, November 16, 2023

COMMUNITY —

10% off McCully's Pepper Jelly

Store Hours for November

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Closed Mondays in November
Open Daily 10 -5; Saturday 9 - 5

Check out our selection of ready-made meals. We offer a 
wide variety of meat pies and soups, along with baked 

beans, chili, shepard's pie and beef stew. Don't forget to 
pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, maple butter tarts or an 

apple crisp for dessert.

McCully's Makes Meal Prep Fast & Simple

We have local hot house peppers, and tomatoes. McCully’s 
now carries locally produced, four wood blend BBQ smoker 

pellets. Local Ontario Apples now available at McCully’s

Santa will be at McCully’s for family photos from 11 a.m. – 2 
p.m.  on Saturday/Sunday, December 2 & 3 and 9 & 10.

Photos with Santa

FALL SPECIAL
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 
EXCLUSIVE PROMOTION:

25% OFF ON PUBLIC TEE TIMES FOR 9 OR 18 HOLES 
EVERY MONDAY AND TUESDAY AFTER 2PM. 

SIMPLY VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND USE THE PROMO 
CODE SCIENCEHILL25 AT CHECKOUT OR VISIT OUR 

SHOP TO APPLY THE CODE AT CHECK-IN

(519) 284-3621
63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6  

Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

www.samshomehardware.com 

Watch for the Gift and 
Toy Guide coming soon

St. Marys Artist's portraits grace the walls of JFK Museum
By Wendy Lamond

There are moments in your life that affect you in 
different ways at different times and you remember 
where you were and how you felt when it happened.

This was the way it was for a young Anita Ruthig 
when she heard of the assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy on November 22nd, 1963, 60 years 
ago.

At 18 Anita left Germany and moved to Canada to 
be an aspiring musician, teacher, and examiner. Ani-
ta was also an art enthusiast who attended classes 
taught by Mrs. John Dalrymple after developing the 
love of art from her aunt.

The assassination was very upsetting to Ruthig who 
decided that instead of painting the weekly assign-
ment, she would rather paint portraits of the pres-
ident and one of the first lady, Jacqueline Kennedy 
Onassis, to send to the widow to share her condo-
lences.

Using fine oil paint, she put her brush to canvas and 
the results were incredible. The portraits were sent 
to Mrs. Kennedy.

Not knowing if she would get a reply, Anita was 
very happy to receive a letter from Nancy Tucker-
man who was secretary to Mrs. Kennedy. The letter 
stated that Mrs. Kennedy deeply appreciated her 
thoughtfulness in remembering her and her family 
and due to the tremendous volume of letters and 
gifts, it prevented the first lady from thanking her 
personally.

That was the last for a long time that she had heard 
anything about the portraits until recently.

She always wondered what had happened to them 
and wasn’t sure she would ever know until Janu-
ary when her daughter was searching on the web 
and low and behold was able to find out where they 
were.

Ruthig was so honoured and pleased to find out that 
her portraits are presently hanging at the John F. 
Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum in Bos-
ton MA.

They were donated by a private citizen between 
1966 and the present day and it states in the details 
that it was gifted by Anita Ruthig.

The portrait of Jacqueline Kennedy was painted 
from the Life Magazine Cover photograph of her, 
and the President’s portrait was from the Yousuf 
Karsh photograph of him.

When asked if she will ever get to go and see the 
paintings, Anita commented that she hopes to. From 
1984 to 2001 she was a member of the Faculty and 
Board of Examiners of Western Ontario Conserva-
tory of Music. At the spry age of 85 Anita retired 
from her music studio this year which she had for 
approximately 20 years.

She has also been an organist in a couple of local 
churches for 46 years in St. Marys and has just re-

cently retired from that as well. Mrs. Ruthig still 
lives at home and cares for the one acre of land on 
her property.

In retirement, Anita is still painting and just fin-
ished a winter scene from the Northwest Territories 
and has donated it to the Catholic Women’s League 
for their upcoming auction.

Her last singing gig took place when she was 64 
years old when she sang the Messiah with the Cho-
ral Society of Georgetown “When you are 64 you 
have to work the voice.” Ruthig states. Her conduc-
tor at the time was a student of hers named Dale 
Wood.

Anita has led a very creative, interesting life full of 
arts and travel and to know that her talents were 
seen by Mrs. Kennedy and are now being shared 
with many people from all over the world offers a 
feeling of pride for the artist.

A picture from 1960 in the St. Marys Journal Argus of 
Anita Ruthig as she puts the finishing touches on her 
JFK painting.

A photo of the JFK portrait
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COMMUNITY —

By Stewart Grant

Earlier this week, someone on one 
of the local Facebook pages shared 
photos of the 1978 Soap Box Derby 
that occurred down St. Marys’ Queen 
Street hill, and it brought back a lot of 
fond memories from people.

Don Scheuermann recalled of the 
event, “I got first [place] back in the 
sixties when you didn’t have to have 
brakes.” Richard Currah added, “I re-
member those races well, the speed 
was unreal if you had axle wheel 
bearings from a lawnmower instead 
of wagon wheels.”

Although the soap box races are a 
distant memory, what hasn’t changed 
about the Queen Street hill is that ve-
hicles can really pick up speed with 
the help of the force of gravity.

This past Saturday at around 2:30 
p.m., the driver of a pickup truck 
found himself in the unfortunate sit-
uation of heading west down Queen 
Street towards a red light at the Wel-
lington Street intersection without 
the use of brakes.

Although the driver went through 
the intersection and plowed into the 
traffic light pole by Meridian Credit 

Union, by all accounts he did some 
excellent driving under pressure to 
avoid hitting any other cars, pedestri-
ans, or buildings.

Jack Broers, a close witness to the 
scene, was turning left onto Queen 
Street and starting to drive eastward 
when the truck flew past him (on 

Jack’s right) heading west.

Broers described the situation to the 
Independent. “I had just turned [onto 
Queen Street] and he flew by. There 
were already cars in his lane because 
it was a red light. There were two or 
three cars in the straight lane and two 
cars in his left-hand turn lane.”

“He just missed me by a centimetre. 
There was no brake. He must’ve had 
a heart attack, or his brakes weren’t 
working. Something was up. He 
missed me, and then a split-second 
later there was a bang. I didn’t hear a 
brake or a screech. He went between 
the pole [by Bank of Montreal] and 
my car and that [parked] black car 
[before going through the intersec-
tion and striking the pole near Merid-
ian]”

Although the Independent has not re-
ceived a police report of the incident 
as of press time, based on the suc-
cessful evasive maneuvers taken by 
the driver to avoid other vehicles, it 
appears highly likely that it was not a 
heart condition but rather brake fail-
ure that was the cause of the accident.

The driver of the vehicle was taken 
to the hospital as a precaution, as the 
truck’s airbags were deployed upon 
striking the pole near Meridian.

Although brake failures are fairly 
rare, the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (in the USA) 
released a report in 2018 that found 
that faulty vehicle parts accounted for 
only 2% of crashes overall, and faulty 
brakes made up 22% of that 2% figure.

Skillful driver with no brakes takes the pole position

At approximately 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, November 11, local police, fire depart-
ment and paramedics were called to the intersection of Queen and Wellington 
Streets following a one-vehicle crash. (Photo credit: Stewart Grant)
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New Cars Arriving Daily at Stratford Kia

Sales, Service & Parts

2024 Kia EV6

2024 Seltos

2024 Kia Niro EV

2024 Kia Forte 2024 Kia Sorento

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

100 ACRE FARM
FOR SALE BY
TENDER

2299 PERTH LINE 29, RR 2 TAVISTOCK, ON

84 Workable acres - 8 acres of bush
(more or less)

Tender Now Open
No Review of Offers prior to 4:00 p.m.,

December 20th, 2023

ALL viewings, further information and
Tender package please contact:

Laura Leyser, REALTOR®
Re/max a-b Realty Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned & Operated

Direct: 519-272-5227
laura@lauraleyser.ca

COMMUNITY —
Money raised from the 
Teddy Bear Reunion buys 
teddy bears for hospital

From left, Marlene Forman, organizer of the Teddy Bear Reunion, donated 3 bags 
of adorable teddy bears to the hospital on Monday. Accepting them on behalf of 
the hospital was RN Karrie Bibby and RN Marcy Taylor. The money for the bears 
was raised from the annual Teddy Bear Reunion that takes place every August. All 
the bears stay in St. Marys and are used to console and comfort during times of 
extreme stress. (Photo credit: Wendy Lamond)
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discoverstmarys.ca/happyholidays

townofstmarys

facebook.com/St.Marys.Ontario

Celebrate the Season
IN ST. MARYS

WINTERLIGHTS

KINSMEN SANTA CLAUS PARADE

ST MARYS CRAFT SHOW

FREE FESTIVE SKATES & SWIMS

DOWNTOWN MERCHANTS OPEN HOUSE

GIVING TUESDAY

HOLIDAY FUN AT THE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE

MUSEUM HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE

HOLIDAY LIGHT TOUR

WINTERLIGHTS NIGHT MARKET

Nov 17, 2023 - Jan 1, 2024 | Milt Dunnell Field | 5 - 11 PM

Nov 17 | Starting at Pyramid Centre | 7 PM

Various dates and times | Pyramid Recreation Centre

Nov 18 | Friendship Centre | 9 AM - 3 PM

Nov 24 - 26 | Downtown

Nov 28
givingtuesday.ca/partners/givingtuesdaystmarys

Nov 30 - Dec 15 | Friendship Centre | 519-284-3272

Dec 3 | St. Marys Museum | 2 - 4 PM

Mid-Dec, 2023 - Jan 1, 2024
View map at discoverstmarys.ca/happyholidays

Dec 15 - 16 | Milt Dunnell Field | 5 - 8 PM
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‘Scrappy’ Jr. Girls claim H-P title
By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys DCVI Junior Girls bas-
ketball team are Huron-Perth Cham-
pions after defeating Stratford District 
Secondary (SDSS) 40-34 in the league 
playoff final last Wednesday.

Head Coach Tim O’Connor was 
thrilled with how his team fought in 
the final game, a will that they have 
built up over the course of this season.

“We played very well,” O’Connor 
raved. “The kids battled really hard 
and they got rewarded for it. We had a 
lot of difficult challenges that we had 
to navigate. The other team had an 
elite guard who scored 20 points so we 
had to work incredibly hard to contain 
her. We also had to mix up what we 
were doing a bit because some of our 
best players started getting in some 
foul trouble.”

O’Connor added that the girls came 
up big at both ends of the court when 
it was needed most.

“We hung in tough defensively and we 
shot the ball very well. We’re not a big 
three-point-shooting team but we hit 
three big three-pointers. We started 
very well and were able to slug it out 
in the latter half of the game to hang 
on.”

With key players getting into foul 
trouble, the Junior Girls needed play-
ers to come off the bench and turn 
into quality minutes which O’Connor 
said several players stepped up and 
gave the squad.

“We got a great game from Claudia 
Laino who scored five points but also 
came into the game off the bench 
and had to guard their really skilled 
guard which she did very well. Naomi 
DeVries and Alanna Savile also had 
good defensive games. Stratford is a 
bigger team than we are so we really 
had to scratch and claw on the inside 
and those girls worked really hard.”

“Offensively, Charlotte Richardson 
and Marin Chateauvert came up big 
for us,” continued O’Connor. “Charlotte 
put up 19 points for us which obvious-
ly was an incredible performance for 
her and she has been fantastic for us 
all season. Marin had a great day and 
scored nine which included two key 
three-pointers.”

Some teams win with overwhelming 
skill and size. Other teams, like DCVI, 

are successful because they have the 
mental and physical resolve to com-
pete harder than any team they run 
into. That, said O’Connor, is how these 
Salukis reached the heights they have.

“They’ve really embraced being a 
team known for being scrappy. They 
fought for every rebound and even 
if they didn’t get it, every time, there 
were four hands up and trying to pull 
the ball down or force jump-balls. 
They’ve been a scrappy group all year 
long and they like to compete. The fi-
nal was a tough game and they seem 
to enjoy that. The bench was loud and 
energetic and the kids were all there 
for one another so it was a fun win to 
be a part of.”

O’Connor further discussed the team’s 
work ethic, saying it has been the big-
gest constant for the team all year 
long.

“All year long, Ava [Bettger] and I 
talked and we’ve been really happy 
with the fact that they’re always try-
ing. We may make a mistake here and 
there and our baskets may not always 
fall in but we haven’t had a moment 
when we thought they weren’t trying. 
Our leaders set a good example in that 
regard. The kids have done a great 
job this season and I’m very proud of 
them.”

“They have a great work ethic and 
have been very committed to the 
team. They are all coachable. They 
work hard in practice and all of them 
barely ever miss a practice. They real-
ly pick things up well during games, as 
well as any team I’ve coached. They’re 
really sharp at picking things up mid-
game. They have fun playing together 
and they play for each other.”

As noted, Ava Bettger was part of the 
coaching staff for the team this season. 
Bettger, a former DCVI student and 
basketball player herself, has brought 
a valuable viewpoint to O’Connor as 
part of the coaching staff.

“Ava is fantastic. I knew Ava when she 
was in grade two and came over to the 
St. Marys Minor Basketball program 
before going on to play here at DCVI. 
She is very calm but very honest with 
the kids. She has really good insights 
into what we need to work on which I 
really value. She notices what the kids 
are doing and I think the kids have a 
really healthy respect for her.”

The St. Marys DCVI Junior Girls basketball team won the Huron-Perth Champion-
ship last Wednesday over Stratford District Secondary. Pictured in the front row, 
from left to right, are Alanna Saville, Charlotte Richardson, Marin Chateauvert, 
Naomi DeVries, Claudia Laino, and Holly Black. In the back row, from left, are Ava 
Bettger, Marieke Van Lierop, Libby McCurdy, Chloe White, Sophie Richardson, 
Cammi Lobb, Regan Jones, and Tim O'Connor. (Contributed photo)

SPORTS —

Lindsay Pickering
519-276-9959

www.lindsaypickering.ca
lindsaypickering22@gmail.com

The Independent Sports is brought to you by
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SPORTS —
Lincs earn three of four points in interleague games
By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys Lincolns didn't get the 
result they wanted or deserved last 
Friday but their first two intercon-
ference games were positive overall, 
with the team turning in one of their 
better efforts of the season against 
the Hamilton Kilty B’s followed by a 
decisive 5-1 win over the Brantford 
Bandits.

Head Coach Jeff Bradley said that, 
despite coming away with only one 
point against the Kilty B’s in a 4-3 
shootout loss, the Lincolns turned in 
a very strong performance.

“I was really happy with the way we 
played,” Bradley told the Indepen-
dent. “We were up against a very 
good team and we held them to 23 
shots in regulation. It was an awe-
some effort on our part even though 
we missed a few chances. I thought 
everyone played well and gave a re-
ally solid effort.”

With almost half a dozen shots hit-
ting a post or crossbar coupled with 
even more 10-bell saves by Ham-
ilton goaltender Vlad Visan, it was 
one of the most glaring examples of 
a common issue thread in many of 
the games the team has lost. That 
thread is the Lincolns outplaying 
and outchancing their opponent but 
somehow not getting the two points.

“It comes down to one puck going in 
for them and one not going in for us, 
essentially. You have a good feeling 

when you feel like the team played 
a good game and that’s how we felt 
after that game. We controlled pret-
ty much everything in the game and 
it’s just unfortunate we didn’t get 
the win.”

The only goal in the first period came 
off of the stick of Kaleb Frank who 
put the Kilty B’s ahead 1-0 despite 
St. Marys leading 11-6 on the shot 
clock. In the second period, howev-
er, the Lincolns’ 14-6 advantage in 
shots paid off with the Lincs getting 
goals from Matt Prendergast, Bil-
ly VanSumeren, and Adam Barkley, 
the latter two of which came on the 
powerplay. Tanner Hunt got Ham-
ilton’s lone goal of the period on a 
Kilty B’s powerplay.

The only goal of the third frame was 
scored by Joshua Avery who tied the 
game at three apiece. After overtime 
solved nothing, the game went to a 
shootout in which Avery potted the 
only goal on an unfortunate bounce 
that Carter McDougall initially 
stopped before the puck popped 
over the St. Marys netminder and 
trickled across the goal line.

Bradley credited his entire roster 
for what he described as “one of the 
most complete games of the season 
so far” as well as one of the team’s 
rookie forwards for filling in admi-
rably for one of the team’s top cen-
ters.

“I was happy with everyone on our 

team, I don’t think anyone had a 
bad game against Hamilton. Our top 
six all played really hard and then, 
when we lost Marcus [Dashevsky], 
who is obviously an important play-
er for us, we asked Ryan [Hodkin-
son] to step up and take those min-
utes and he did so without missing 
a beat.”

The Lincs continued their dou-
ble-header one day later when they 
travelled to Brantford to take on the 
Bandits in their second interconfer-
ence game of six to be played this 
season. In a less boisterous build-
ing than the excitable crowds at the 
PRC, the Lincolns had to be their 
own source of momentum.

“When you’re playing on a Saturday 
at five o’clock in a quieter rink, com-
ing off of a game like Friday night, it 
can be a bit tough because you have 
to manufacture your own energy,” 
Bradley explained. “I thought we did 
a good enough job of that and cer-
tainly we as a staff were happy that 
we got the win.”

With Dashevsky remaining out of 
the lineup, Hodkinson continued 
to play in between Chase Mac-
Queen-Spence and Noah Vanden-
Brink, a trio that continued to have 
success. MacQueen-Spence potted a 
hat-trick with VandenBrink assist-
ing on all three of those goals and 
Hodkinson picking up helpers on 
two of the three.

“Ryan did well once again. He plays 
a complete game and he under-
stands that because of the way he 
plays, he can move up and down 
the lineup and doesn’t really have 
to change how he plays. He’s an im-
portant player for us with the way 
he plays and how effective he can be 
in any position.”

“It’s very important for them to do 
that,” Bradley continued, speaking 
on MacQueen-Spence and Vanden-
Brink taking over the game through-
out the contest. “We’ve been trying to 
make up for not having Ethan [Weir] 
with us the last couple of weeks and 
when you’re missing someone who 
brings so much offence, you need 
guys like Chase and Noah to step up 
and contribute even more and they 
did a great job of that.”

Bradley also had praise for two sec-
ond-year forwards, Matt Prender-
gast, who scored two goals against 
Brantford, and Jimmy Schiedel, as 
well as one of the West’s most con-
sistent rookie players, Luke Bogart.

“It’s great to see what he’s doing. 
Watching how he played last year 
and then into this year with how 
he’s continued developing, you 

could tell he would start putting the 
puck in the net if he added a little 
bit more consistency. He’s got speed, 
strength, and size, so he has all the 
tools to be a good power forward 
and it seems like he’s starting to put 
it all together.”

“Luke was really good. He is always 
just really steady and close to mis-
take-free, which is especially im-
pressive for a guy in his first full 
year of junior hockey. I thought Jim-
my [Schiedel], after missing some 
time with an illness, stepped up and 
played his guts out for us. When Jim-
my plays like he did in Brantford, he 
is a really effective player for us.”

Colby Booth-Housego stopped 26 of 
27 Brantford shots in the Lincolns’ 
5-1 win.

Last weekend’s pair of games also 
saw a season-long trend contin-
ue. Every time the Lincolns have 
outscored their opponent at even 
strength this year, as they did in 
Brantford, they have picked up the 
two points. However, every time 
they have been outscored at even 
strength, as happened on Friday 
against the Kilty B’s, the Lincs have 
come out on the losing side.

With no Friday home game this week 
as the team participates in the San-
ta Claus Parade, the Lincolns’ next 
game is Saturday in Strathroy tak-
ing on the Rockets. They then play 
on Sunday in St. Thomas against the 
Stars.
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U18 B Girls back on track with two straight wins
By Spencer Seymour

Last Wednesday saw a back-and-
Head Coach Nathan Brown called last 
weekend “a breath of fresh air” for 
the Hubbard Pharmacy U18 B Girls 
St. Marys Rock who broke out of an 
early-season slump by winning back-
to-back games.

“We had a pretty rough start to the 
year,” Brown told the Independent, 
“But, I think the win [on Saturday] in 
Stratford really began turning around 
the way the girls think as a group. It 
was the first time they were playing 
together as a group and they contin-
ued that [on Sunday] when we had 
all 19 girls playing. They hustled and 
played really hard.”

Last Saturday saw the Rock, with only 
17 players available, visit the Stratford 
Aces and come away with a 2-1 victo-
ry with both St. Marys goals coming as 
a result of hard-working plays. First, 
it was Ella Carter drawing a defender 
in before feeding Delanie McKay who 
buried the game’s first goal in the sec-
ond period. After the Aces tied it late 
in the second, the game-winner was 
scored by Avery Faulhafer and was 
assisted by Madeleine Monisit Brown 
who won a tough battle in the corner 
to get it to the front of the net.

Coach Brown said that Saturday’s 
game was a “turning point” for the 
team as they really began to find their 
confidence in their system.

“They are starting to show that they 

have belief in what they are doing. We 
are up against teams who have a lot 
more third-year players than we do. 
The big thing for us has been getting 
them to believe that what they’re do-
ing is the right thing. Once they be-
lieve, they really start working togeth-
er, pumping each other’s tires, and 

driving positivity from the bench.”

One day later, the U18 B Girls re-
turned home to host the Ilderton Jets 
and recorded a 5-2 win. Madeleine 
Brown had a pair of goals with Faul-
hafer scoring for the second straight 
game. Marin Chateauvert, Leah 
Hachler, Elizabeth McCurdy, and Ki-

ersyn Wood all earned assists. Cap-
tain Kylie Fifield and Ally Wheal also 
got on the scoresheet, both with unas-
sisted goals.

The bench boss said the vibes around 
the team were much better this past 
weekend.

“There was a lot more positivity and 
team spirit. Team-first mentality will 
always win and they showed that in 
our two games this weekend. It start-
ed on Saturday and it got them roll-
ing on Sunday. It was a lot louder in 
the dressing room. They were fired up 
and ready to go as a team. When we 
have all four forward lines and all six 
of our defenders rolling and playing 
as fast as we did on Sunday, we will be 
tough to beat.”

Although they didn’t have the dis-
cipline the Head Coach would have 
wanted, Brown was pleased with how 
the team began putting the pieces to-
gether when it came to their offensive 
zone forecheck.

“Good things happen when you go to 
the net. We got two really ugly goals 
that popped into the air and over the 
goalie’s back and our girls were chas-
ing it to try to push it in. If they play 
below the hashmarks, because of how 
fast they are, other teams can’t catch 
them down there. Then they go to the 
net, play a bit of east-west to get the 
goalie moving and have someone in 
front banging away, and they score. 
Sunday was the first game that every 
line put all of those things together.”

Madeleine Monisit Brown hunts down a loose puck on one of many goal-mouth 
opportunities in during the Hubbard Pharmacy U18 B Girls St. Marys Rock game 
this past Sunday. Brown had two goals in the contest. The U18 B Girls won two 
straight games last weekend, their first two wins of the season, in a back-to-back 
that Head Coach Nathan Brown called “a breath of fresh air.” (Photo by Spencer 
Seymour)

VILLAGES UNITED CHUCH PRESENTS

Entertainment by Bob Finlay
An enjoyable evening of East Coast, Scottish, 

Irish and “Celtic” music

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH
7:00 p m - 9:00 pm

Villages United Church - upper level
34500 Granton Line, Granton

Refreshments included 

TICKETS $20
Call Dale 519-227-4706 or April 519-225-2162

Are You A Newcomer 
To The St. Marys Area?
The friends of the library has a FREE Welcome Package for you to pick up at the library!

• Phone Book
• Recreation Info
• Health & Wellness

• Gifts + MORE
• Maps
• Local Services

• Coupons

St. Marys Public Library, 15 Church St. 519-284-3346
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SPORTS —
U15 A Boys win 3-2 thriller over Mt. Brydges
By Spencer Seymour

The A.N.A.F. U15 A Boys St. Marys 
Rock got back in the win column last 
Thursday with a heart-stopping 3-2 
victory over the Mt. Brydges Cougars.

According to Head Coach Dan McIn-
tosh, the win came as a result of the 
good work they did in the opening 
and final frames of the game. 

“In the first and the third periods, we 
had really good puck pursuit and it 
helped us create a lot of good chanc-
es early on that we unfortunately 
didn’t capitalize on,” said McIntosh. 
“We were winning the races to the 
puck and battling hard for it. I think 
in the second we took our foot off the 
gas and [Mt. Brydges] took it to us a 
little bit. It all came down to the puck 
pursuit and whether we were win-
ning the races to the puck or not.”

Despite controlling the play in the 
first period, the Rock were unable 
to find the back of the net. The first 
goal of the game didn’t come until 
the second when the Cougars broke 
the deadlock. Mt. Brydges took the 
1-0 lead into the third.

The already-exciting contest was rat-
cheted up in the final frame with an 
early-period goal by Hayden Wright. 

Just over two minutes later, howev-
er, the Cougars retook the one-goal 
lead. St. Marys trailed for the next 

nine minutes until their hard work 
was finally rewarded with a goal by 
Jack Turner tying the game at two 
apiece.

Time continued to tick off the clock 
and it appeared that both teams 
would settle for a time. That was, un-
til, Wright found the puck and was 
left open in the slot who fired a shot 
into the Cougars net with just eight 
seconds left on the clock.

McIntosh expanded on what went 
into the team’s puck pursuit success 
or lack thereof at different points of 
that game which ended up helping 
them find the game-winning goal in 
the dying moments of the third.

“Anticipation is a big part of win-
ning those races to the puck,” McIn-
tosh told the Independent. When we 
dump the puck into our opponent’s 
zone, we need our weak side player 
to anticipate that a bit quicker so that 
we can get a bit of a head start on the 
defender. We didn’t do that enough 
in the second but we did a great job 
of that in the first and third.”

Hayden Wright celebrates after scoring the game-winning goal with just eight sec-
onds left in the A.N.A.F. U15 A Boys St. Marys Rock game against the Mt. Brydges 
Cougars last Wednesday. (Photo by Spencer Seymour)
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2020 Hyundai Ioniq Electric 

$31,598 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 33,380 KM

2021 Mazda 3 Sport

$31,598 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 33,718 KM

2021 Dodge Challenger R/T

$52,598 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 15,119 KM

2022 Lexus RX350

$51,498 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 23,995 KM

2022 Honda Civic EX

$27,876 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 5,7904 KM

2021 Nissan Rogue SV

$34,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 31,040 KM

2021 VW Atlas Cross Sport

$40,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 37,830 KM

2020 Ford Fusion Hybrid

$30,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 21,343 KM

2022 Toyota Carolla

$28,598 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 29,999 KM

2022 Mazda CX-9 Touring

$41,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 21,998 KM

2023 FORD BRONCO

$259,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 1,3818 KM

2019 Ford Mustang Gt

$42,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 30,964 KM

2019 Infiniti QX50 Essential

$32,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 55,509 KM

EARLY BLACK FRIDAY DEALS, YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS!

STRATFORD NISSAN

Preferred

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

BAD CREDIT... NO PROBLEM!. We work with multiple banks and credit unions to get you APPROVED with LOWEST RATE POSSIBLE! All Credit 
Approved with $0 Down.

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519.273.3119

www.stratfordnissan.com

STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00  PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon.-Fri. 8:00-5:00

SPORTS —

By Spencer Seymour

Despite dropping their semi-final 
matchup against the powerhouse 
Stratford District Secondary (SDSS), 
the St. Marys DCVI Junior Boys vol-
leyball team had a great day last Tues-
day when they qualified for WOSSAA 
on the backs of a quarter-final victory 
over Goderich.

The Salukis had a great start to their 
quarter-final match, dominating the 
first set and ultimately winning it 25-
11. In the second set, however, the 
Junior Boys lost steam and dropped 
the round 25-21. They refound their 
form from the opening set in the third 
and once again took it by a score of 
25-11. Strangely, they once again ex-
perienced a sharp drop-off in their 
momentum in the fourth set leading 
to Goderich taking it 25-20.

This meant a fifth and deciding set 
was required and early on, things ap-
peared to be going off the rails with 
a sluggish start allowing Goderich to 
jump out to a 9-2 lead. Thankfully, St. 
Marys once again dusted themselves 
off, taking the final set 16-14.

Head Coach Ian Moore called it “a 
great day” but admitted that Goderich 
gave them an incredible fight in the 
quarters.

“The quarter-final was a grind,” Moore 
told the Independent. “In the first and 
third sets, the boys played with con-
fidence as a team. Offensively, they 
looked at putting the ball in play on 
Goderich's side to force them to make 
mistakes. It was a huge win obvious-
ly because it means they qualified for 
WOSSAA.”

Moore also noted that the team’s 

mental fortitude allowed them to bat-
tle back in the face of adversity.

“They have a no-quit attitude. They 
are doing a much better job of picking 
themselves up when they are down. 
I think they gained confidence in the 
quarter-final win and that allowed 
them to go toe-to-toe against Strat-
ford. Even when they had down mo-
ments, they picked themselves up and 
got back at it.”

In the semis, the Salukis ran into 
the juggernaut squad from SDSS 
who went unbeaten during the Hu-
ron-Perth regular season. Despite 
a loss in three straight sets, Moore 
praised the group for not going down 
without a fight.

“Stratford is a really strong team. 
They are probably three times our 
size but even still, we were right there 

with them in all three sets. We never 
gave up and we kept competing right 
until the very end so even though we 
lost, I am really happy with how we 
battled.”

Several players also turned in strong 
efforts on the day, according to the 
Head Coach.

“Donovan McGregor did well setting. 
He had to step up to start because our 
other setter was injured. Left-side hit-
ters Simon Taylor and Justin Ropp did 
Will attacking. Middles Henry Switzer 
and Rumley Sider blocked well in the 
front row and were solid defensive-
ly in the back row. Right-side player 
Zach Larmer did well passing.”

The Junior Boys will be in Woodstock 
this Thursday for WOSSAA.

DCVI Jr. Boys qualify for WOSSAA with quarter-final win
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Bryn Luckhardt, N.P.D
519-272-3408 • bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com

www.luckhardtlandworks.com
ST. MARYS, ONTARIO

CALL US FOR YOUR DEMOLITION, BULLDOZING 
& CONCRETE BREAKING NEEDS

│ www.hpha.ca        

Join the Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance at our upcoming 
Community Connection events! 

We will provide an update on the activities happening 
across the Alliance, including our proposed amalgamation. 
We’ll also be celebrating the accomplishments of our team 
with the presentation of our annual Awards of Excellence.   

 

November 20, 2023 at 7 p.m.  
St. Marys - Pyramid Recreation Centre 

November 21, 2023 at 7 p.m.  

Seaforth & District Community Centre 

November 22, 2023 at 7 p.m.  

Clinton - Central Huron Community Complex - Libro Hall 

November 23, 2023 at 7 p.m.  

Stratford Rotary Complex - Community Hall A 

 

 Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance             
Community Connections 

Engage │Learn │Celebrate              

By Spencer Seymour

The Social Thirty-One U11 A Boys 
St. Marys Rock earned a victory this 
past Monday night in the most excit-
ing of ways, erasing a 2-0 deficit late 
in the third to shock the Mt. Brydges 
Cougars and win 3-2.

Head Coach Merlin Malinowski was 

still feeling the excitement after the 
game when he told the Independent 
that the coaching staff had preached 
not giving up when they fall behind, 
a message the team clearly took to 
heart.

“We’ve been telling the kids that, 
when the other team scores, don’t de-

flate like a balloon,” said Malinowski. 
“Come right back at them. They got 
behind tonight but they never let up. 
They never quit. They went down 
early in the game and they just kept 
coming hard and never quit. That was 
the big takeaway for us. We had some 
good chances early in the game that 
didn’t go in for us but they just kept 
coming and finally broke through at 
the end.”

A back-and-forth first period didn’t 
end the way the Rock would have 
liked as the Cougars scored twice in 
the final 28 seconds of the opening 
frame to take a 2-0 lead into the sec-
ond period. After the middle frame 
went by without a goal at either end, 
St. Marys came out flying the third.

Malinowski said the team rose to 
meet the moment rather than wilt 
under the pressure.

“The first period, the other team 
scored two late ones even though I 
thought it was a pretty even game. 
Both teams were playing well. I 
think, in the third, they pushed a lit-
tle harder, they embraced the urgen-
cy, and they just turned it up a notch 
which is the natural instinct of great 
athletes to find that next gear when 
you need it most.”

“We did say that the thing we want 
to guard against when we were 
down by two late in the game was 

the kids trying to do everything by 
themselves,” Malinowski continued. 
“They were great about sticking to 
the gameplan, continuing to stick to-
gether and look for their teammates. 
They stayed with it and with each 
other and played with that urgency it 
allowed them to come back.”

The comeback began with three min-
utes and 23 seconds left with a goal 
from Attley Ehgoetz assisted by Nick 
Simons and Liam Showers. Then, 51 
seconds later, Talan Ward scored his 
first of two goals assisted by Keaton 
Ward. Talan Ward’s second of the 
game and the eventual game-win-
ner came just eight seconds later and 
was unassisted.

According to the Head Coach, Mon-
day’s victory was the kind of win that 
not only brings the team closer to-
gether, but also shows the will and 
mental resolve of each player.

“It’s good to see that they can do be-
cause that isn’t something you can 
coach into a player. They either do it 
or they don’t and these kids have it. 
A win like this is a real team-builder 
and confidence-booster. To get three 
goals in a minute to win a game, it 
builds character within a team and, 
as a coach, it’s events like this that 
build a team’s positive attitude.”

U11 A Boys stun Mt. Brydges in 3-2 comeback win
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By Mary Smith

Remembrance Day is over and 
soon the town’s brightly lit Christ-
mas tree beside the town hall will 
be the focus of attention with the 
cenotaph in its shadow. The memo-
rial banners will be stored away for 
another year and sparkly decora-
tions will take their place on light 
standards around the town. Howev-
er, the names of the men who have 
been memorialized remain in place. 
They should not necessarily wait 
until another Remembrance Day 
to have some of their stories told. 
The names are arranged alphabet-
ically on the cenotaph, beginning 
with Eric M. Abendana – the name 
at the top of the north side, fac-
ing the library. In the early 1990s, 
when Richard Holt and volunteers 
at the St. Marys Museum began to 
research the men who were named 
on the cenotaph, this particular 
name presented a puzzle. The name 
Abendana is not commonly found 
in this part of Ontario. There are no 
graves with that name in our ceme-
tery and no Abendanas show up in 
the censuses for this area.

The first place to start a search for 
a mystery soldier is the website of 
Library and Archives Canada (LAC) 
and the database of personnel re-
cords for those who served in World 
War I. A great deal of information 
can be found from the attestation 
forms filled out when a soldier en-
listed. He was required to answer 
questions including: his name, date 
and place of birth, name and ad-
dress of next of kin, trade or call-
ing, religious affiliation. He was also 
asked if he was married, if he was 
willing to be vaccinated or re-vac-
cinated, and whether he had any 
previous military experience. Final-
ly, he made a witnessed declaration 
and signed a solemn oath that he 
was willing to serve in the Cana-
dian Overseas Expeditionary Force 
for the duration of the war or until 
legally discharged.

It was easy to find our Abendana in 
a search of World War I personnel 
records. He was, however, an officer 
and signed a different form on en-
listment: the Officers’ Declaration 
Paper for the Canadian Overseas 
Expeditionary Force. His full name 
was Eric Montague Abendana and 
he was born on July 10, 1892, and so 
was 23 years of age when he signed 
his declaration on January 25, 1916, 
at the Canadian Engineer Training 
Depot in Ottawa. His occupation 
was Civil Engineer and his religion 

Anglican. He had been with a militia 
unit while he was in university and, 
in 1915, had joined another – the 
7th Field Company Canadian Engi-
neers. His place of birth was a sur-
prise: Port Antonio, Jamaica, British 
West Indies, and his next of kin, his 
father, I. M. Abendana, still lived at 
that address. How did the name of a 
young officer from Jamaica end up 
on the St. Marys cenotaph? Addi-
tional personnel records provided 
several more leads to investigate.

In March 1916, Lieutenant Eric 
Abendana transferred to the 14th 
Field Company, preparing to go 
overseas. Following leave for a brief 
visit home to Jamaica, he was re-
called to Halifax and in May 1916, 
sailed with his company for En-
gland. The company was broken up 
to reinforce the 10th Canadian Field 
Company but, perhaps because of a 
surplus of junior officers, Eric was 
placed on reserve in another Ca-
nadian Engineer Training Depot in 
Shorncliffe, England. According to 
Richard Holt’s account in his book 
The Fallen, in 1917 Germany began 
sending bombers and Zeppelins on 
raids over England and it became 
necessary to bolster the recently 
created Royal Flying Corps. In Au-
gust 1917, Abendana was appoint-
ed by the War Office to assist in 
the construction of three air fields 
in southern England. There he met 
an acquaintance – Hartley Lofft, the 
son of A. H. Lofft, owner of a large 
dry goods store in downtown St. 
Marys. Lofft had transferred to the 
Royal Flying Corps. He had a cam-
era and took several photographs of 
his friend from St. Marys, including 
the one with this week’s column. 
He labelled it “Good old Abendana.” 
Eric is seated at his desk in a

temporary office under canvas at 
one of the airfields. Hartley Lofft lat-

er created a photo album of his war-
time experiences. His photograph 
of Eric Abendana was scanned from 
that source.

Eric Abendana’s placement with the 
War Office lasted until April 1918 
when he rejoined the Canadian En-
gineer Training Depot. In July, he 
was posted to France and joined 
B Company, 2nd Battalion Canadi-
an Engineers. He was with the 2nd 
Battalion during some of its most 
challenging battles, at Amiens, Ar-
ras and Cambrai, as they pushed 
the German Army back. On October 
11, 1918, Lieutenant Abendana took 
ill and was admitted to a Casualty 
Clearing Station. He died there five 
days later. The cause was given as 
pleurisy but that may have devel-
oped from the Spanish Influenza 
virus that led to the deaths of many 
soldiers during the final months of 
the war.

When the date of Eric Abendana’s 
death was known, researchers 
looked in the St. Marys newspa-
pers for an obituary. This notice 
appeared in the Argus, October 31, 
1918, and provided a few more an-
swers to the mystery: “Many friends 
in St. Marys will regret to learn of 
the death in France of Mr. Eric M. 
Abendana. Mr. Abendana’s home 
is Port Antonio, Jamaica. After his 
course at Toronto University, he 
joined the laboratory staff of the St. 
Marys Cement Works where he was 
employed for about a year when the 
war broke out. He enlisted in Otta-
wa and has been overseas for about 
two years. His name appeared in 
the casualty list in Tuesday’s pa-
pers. He was a great favourite with 
the young people of St. Marys and 
his death will cause sincere regret.” 
If the young Eric Abendana had 
worked in the laboratory at the ce-
ment plant, he would have certainly 

known Richard Holt’s grandfather, 
Gottfried Larsson, who was the first 
chemist there.

Richard Holt felt that there was still 
more to learn. In 1993, he wrote a 
letter to the editor of the Gleaner, 
the foremost daily newspaper in 
Jamaica, outlining what was known 
about Eric Abendana and request-
ing more local information about 
him and his family if any readers 
could provide it. He received two 
enlightening responses. The first 
arrived in July 1993 from Geoffrey 
de Sola Pinto who had a marketing 
company in Montego Bay. He iden-
tified Eric Abendana as a member 
of a prominent Sephardic Jewish 
family, established in Port Antonio 
for several generations. His father 
was Israel Moses Abendana and 
one of his brothers had served in 
the Legislative Assembly. The sec-
ond letter came in September from 
Mrs. Evelyn Matalon of Morant Bay, 
Jamaica. Her grandfather and Eric’s 
mother, Rachel, were brother and 
sister; her father and Eric had been 
first cousins. Mrs. Matalon was only 
two years old in 1918 when Eric 
died but she had known his broth-
ers, Ken, Roy and Vin, and his sis-
ters, Vivia and Karlene. By 1993, 
the brothers had all died and both 
sisters had married Americans and 
gone to the United States. She en-
closed a small clipping from a 1941 
publication, “A Record of the Jews in 
Jamaica,” that confirmed the details 
of Eric Abendana’s military service.

Eric Abendana attended St. James 
Anglican Church during the year he 
lived in St. Marys. When he enlist-
ed, he gave his religion as Anglican. 
Did he hide his Jewish background 
because of anti-Semitism? When he 
came to Canada in 1910 to attend 
university, it may have just been 
easier to be an Anglican in the very 
“White Anglo Saxon Protestant” 
University of Toronto, to continue 
in St. Marys and into his service 
with the Canadian Field Engineers. 
Apparently, he was not alone in do-
ing so. To the frustration of Jewish 
chaplains, possibly only a third of 
Jews serving as officers with the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force had 
enlisted as Jewish. However, in Eric 
Abendana’s case, true identifica-
tion was finally established. He was 
buried in Duisans British Cemetery 
in France and his gravestone bears 
the Star of David. It is also engraved 
with an epitaph chosen by his par-
ents: “If love could have saved thee, 
thou wouldst not have died.”

HISTORIC ST. MARYS: Who was Eric M. Abendana?

HISTORY —

Eric Abendana at an air field in England, 1917. Photograph by Hartley Lofft.
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Come out of the cold & step 
into our warm, colourful and 
welcoming licensed restaurant.

We serve ‘homemade’ with 
pride in a setting made for a 
memorable lunch or dinner with 
family & friends! 

Come out of the cold & step 
into our warm, colourful and 
welcoming licensed restaurant.

We serve ‘homemade’ with 
pride in a setting made for a 
memorable lunch or dinner with 
family & friends! 

Our new Fall menu re�ects our 
commitment to local, fresh and 
hometown St. Marys delicious!

We o�er something for 
everyone including gluten 
friendly, vegetarian, spicy 
options, and because we make 
everything we can adjust to 
most dietary needs. 

Our new Fall menu re�ects our 
commitment to local, fresh and 
hometown St. Marys delicious!

We o�er something for 
everyone including gluten 
friendly, vegetarian, spicy 
options, and because we make 
everything we can adjust to 
most dietary needs. 



St. Marys Independent 20 Thursday, November 16, 2023

www.rrhc.on.ca/grandparentsraisinggrandchildren

Learn more here:

GRANDPARENTS RAISING
GRANDCHILDREN

education • community • support

Peer support group for 
grandparent caregivers

Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys

116 Queen St E St. Marys • 519-284-0038 • www.naileffects.ca

Celebrating
Join us in celebrating Saturday November 25th 11-2! 

For the month of November purchase $150 in 
Gift Certificates receive an additional $25!

Nail Effects
Manicures and Pedicures

25 YEARS25 YEARS  
of service to St. Marysof service to St. Marys

 Ph: 519-284-1302 | info@harrisgreigauto.com  
Hours: M-Th 8-5:30, Fri 8-5  |  402 Queen Street W., St. Marys, ON

 Full automotive repair services
 Diagnostics       Alignments 
 Safeties       Tire Sales 
 Honest and Friendly Service

SELLING OUR LOGO CLOTHING AGAIN
Toques, hats and hoodies. Call or email to order!
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OFFERS VALID NOVEMBER  1ST -  30TH, 2023

SALE
N O V E M B E R

Your locally owned and family run Pharmacy

155 QUEEN STREET EAST, ST. MARYS ON | PHONE: 519 284 1380

ALL IN STOCK

PRODUCTS25%
OFF

DISCOUNT APPLIES TO REGULAR PRICED ITEMS ON ALMOST ALL FRONT STORE MERCHANDISE PURCHASED. DISCOUNT DOES NOT APPLY TO PURCHASE OF 
PRESCRIPTIONS, PHARMACY RELATED ITEMS, GIFT CERTIFICATES, OSTOMY SUPPLIES, BRACES, OR CUSTOM ORDER PRODUCTS. HUBBARD PHARMACY RESERVES THE 
RIGHT TO UPDATE THE LIST OF APPLICABLE DISCOUNT ITEMS FROM TIME TO TIME. OFFER VALID WHILE SUPPLIES LAST, NO RAINCHECKS WILL BE PERMITTED.
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COLUMN —

STRATFORD KIA CERTIFIED PRE-OWNEDSTRATFORD KIA CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED
2021 Kia Soul EV Premium

$38,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
46,710 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia Forte EX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
25,924 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Kia Soul EX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
49,307 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2020 Kia Soul EX

$28,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,098 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia K5 GT-Line

$43,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
25,122 km

All-Wheel Drive

2020 Kia Sportage LX

$24,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
113,400 km

All-Wheel Drive

2023 Kia Telluride SX

$64,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,620 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Kia Forte LX

$26,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
46,884 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia Forte EX

$32,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
15,251 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Kia Forte EX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
41,207 km

Front-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2021 Kia Soul EV 2022 Kia K5 GT

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
47,979 km

$44,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
42,936 km

All-Wheel Drive Front-Wheel Drive

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

Bad or Challenging Credit? No problem!  Everyone is approved, some conditions apply.Bad or Challenging Credit? No problem!  Everyone is approved, some conditions apply.

2021 Kia Soul EV Limited

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
47,898 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Kia Forte EX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
49,005 km

Front-Wheel Drive

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

The St. Marys Public Library and Gilly’s Pubhouse 
are proud to present Trivia Night! Join us on Mon-
day, November 20th at 7:00pm for a night of friend-
ly competition at Gilly’s. Come with a team or meet 
new friends at the pubhouse. Prizes are up for grabs 
for the winning team! No registration is required, 
and trivia is free to play. We hope to see you there!

This Week’s Recommendation 

Who was Coriolanus Snow before becoming the in-
famous President of Panem who was bested by the 
Mockingjay? He was a son of a house fallen from 
grace; an 18-year-old man determined to make his 
mark on the world. His shot at glory arrives in the 
form of an opportunity to be a mentor in the 10th 
annual Hunger Games. The only hitch is that he 
is assigned to the female tribute of District 12, the 
least revered of the Districts. Despite this setback, 
he is determined to come out on top, but that’s be-
fore he meets his tribute, Lucy Gray Baird. Dive back 
into the world of the Hunger Games with Suzanne 
Collins’ “The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes”, a 

prequel novel set 64 years before the best-selling 
trilogy. This novel is available as an eBook, an eAu-
diobook, and in hard copy. 

Up This Week

Friday, Nov. 17th: Open 10:30am-5:00pm

Saturday, Nov. 18th: Dungeons and Dragons 
(10:30am)

Monday, Nov. 20th: Trivia Night^ (7:00pm)

Tuesday, Nov. 21st: Euchre* (1:00pm-3:00pm), Writ-
ing Club* – Ages 10-17 (6:00pm-7:00pm), Writing 
Club* – Ages 18+ (7:00pm-8:00pm)

Wednesday, Nov. 22nd: EarlyON Play and Read 
(9:30am), Mahjong Intro (1:00pm-2:00pm, 6:00pm-
6:30pm), Mahjong! (2:00pm-4:00pm, 6:30pm-
8:00pm)

Thursday, Nov. 23rd: Euchre* (6:00pm-8:00pm), 
Scrabble (6:00pm-8:00pm)

*Registration required

^Located at Gilly’s Pubhouse (17 Water St. South, 
St. Marys)

Straight from the Shelves
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THORNDALE
WEEKLY NEWS

SCHLEICH ADVENT 
CALENDARS
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Community gathers to Remember
By Nancy Abra

“Sometimes I wonder if the men 
listed on our cenotaph could see 
our world today, would they won-
der if their sacrifice was worth it. 
Are they disappointed that our 
world seems to have forgotten 
the lessons of the past century? 
Or would they be resigned to the 
fact that as long as people exist, 
disputes, arguments and fight-
ing is inevitable?” Jodi McGuffin 
stated in her opening remarks 
before she revealed her research 
on Willam Murrell and Taylor H 
Mossip, two of the men listed on 
Thorndale’s cenotaph.

A large gathering of approxi-
mately 200 of all ages came to-
gether for the ‘Service of Re-
membrance’ at the Thorndale 
cenotaph last Saturday morning. 
The remembrance service was 
led by Les Youngson of Thorn-
dale. Representatives of commu-
nity organizations and churches 

placed wreaths as sentinels of 
the 201 Dorchester Royal Cana-
dian Air Cadet Squadron, Flight 
Corporal Langford and Corporal 
England stood in silence guard-
ing the cenotaph.

Trumpeter Ted Bestard played 
the ‘Last Post’, signifying the 
calling home of the spirits of the 
Fallen to rest, followed by two 
minutes of silence. The Lament 
was played by bagpiper Flight 
Sergeant Benjamin Dixon of 
the Air Cadet Squadron, which 
symbolizes the sounds of spous-
es and children crying over the 
dead. The Rouse was then played 
by trumpeter Bestard to signal 
the end of the period of silence. 
Ted Bestard has been the trum-
peter at the Thorndale Remem-
brance Service since 1970.

There are seventeen men list-
ed on the cenotaph but who are 
they? Since 2016, Jodi McGuffin 
has shared her research on these 

men, giving an in-depth look at 
two of the men named on the 
cenotaph each year. Their stories 
are poignant reminders on how 
young these men were, and the 
sacrifice they gave for our free-
dom.

This Remembrance Service was 
planned by a committee of area 
residents including Chris Tip-
ping, Rose Duffin, Ray Chow-
en and Ted Bestard, assisted 
by Thames Centre Director of 
Community Service, Steve Mc-
Donald under the guidance of 
the DonnyBrook Legion Branch 
513. Special thanks to the 201 
Dorchester Royal Canadian Air 
Cadet Squadron who attended 
and took part in the service.

“They shall grow not old, as we 
that are left grow old. At the go-
ing down of the sun and in the 
morning, we will remember 
them.”

Meet Thames Centre Fire Chief
By Nancy Abra

In July, Nick Dorken joined the 
Municipal administration as the 
Director of Fire and Emergency 
Services which includes oversee-
ing the fire stations in Dorchester 
and in the community of Thorn-
dale. Chief Dorken brings with 
him 18 years of fire service expe-
rience and a compelling passion 
in leadership in the fire service 
field. He is a dedicated family 
man, father of four and lives in 
Innerkip.

Besides his experience, Chief 
Dorken has a strong education 
background with a firefighting 
certificate from Conestoga Col-
lege, a diploma in ‘Emergency 
Management’ and a master’s de-
gree in ‘public safety’ from Wil-
fred Laurier University. He is 
currently working on his ‘Fire 
Service Executive Management’ 
certificate program through 
Humber College, which he has 
almost completed.

Chief Dorken recently moved 
his office to the Thorndale Fire 
Station. “I have made my home 
base here in Thorndale to have 
a better connection to the north 

end of our municipality and get 
to know the residents and busi-
nesses in this community. I have 
always wanted to be a firefighter” 
Chief Dorken added. “My brother 
is currently a firefighter, and our 
grandfather was a firefighter in 
Woodstock years ago”.

The firefighters of Thames Cen-
tre are professionally trained 
dedicated volunteers who pro-
tect lives and the property in 
the municipality. Chief Dorken 
commented that he was very 
pleased with the Thames Centre 
Strategic Survey results as resi-
dents scored fire service perfor-
mance high. “I want to maintain 
and continue to grow our per-
formance in Thames Centre,” he 
remarked. “I have great expec-
tations for the future of Thames 
Centre fire department. The uni-
ty of our fire department is very 
important to me as we strength-
en and support each other. In 
this cooperation we will team up 
and back each other on fire calls, 
but also in resources, education, 
training and procedures as well 
as in both mental and physical 
health awareness. This will make 
our Thames Centre fire depart-

ment more efficient as we work 
together as a whole supporting 
each other to minimize the phys-
ical miles between the two sta-
tions.”

Chief Dorken plans on future 
community engagement initia-
tives like ‘Coffee with the Chief’ 
days where anyone from the 
community is welcome to come 
have coffee and have an open 
dialogue with him and perhaps 
other fire service members who 
join him. “This will improve com-
munity interaction and provide 
a friendly setting for fire safety 
education as well as a height-
ened awareness of our incredible 
Thames Centre Fire Department. 
I am also developing some social 
media platforms to have better 
communication with the public 
and enhance our fire service ed-
ucation awareness. So, keep an 
eye out for coffee dates and lo-
cations on our social media plat-
forms.”

Special note ~ There will be a 
volunteer firefighter recruitment 
open house at Thorndale Fire 
Station on Thursday, November 
23rd at 7pm. Thames Centre Fire Chief Nick Dorken stands next to 

a Thames Centre Fire Department fire engine.
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Sudoku

Id: 112565

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 23

4 6 7
8 1

5 1 3 4
2 6 7

4 2
9 3 8

2 5
5 8

2 3

Solution
2 3 9 8 5 4 6 1 7

6 4 8 7 9 1 2 5 3

5 1 7 2 6 3 4 9 8

1 2 5 6 3 8 9 7 4

7 8 6 9 4 5 1 3 2

4 9 3 1 7 2 5 8 6

9 7 1 3 2 6 8 4 5

3 6 4 5 8 9 7 2 1

8 5 2 4 1 7 3 6 9

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

Solutions on page 31

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

FERN PRIDHAM – Broker
519 274 2885

fernpridham@gmail.com

Andrew L. Hodges  
Funeral Home Ltd.�

Serving St. Marys and area since 2003

47 Wellington Street South, St. Marys
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

519-284-2820

Offering personal and affordable funeral options,  
including burial, cremation and donation to science. 

Price list and preplanning information always  
available on our website or contact us  
to meet in person to discuss your wishes. 

By VJ Knutson

The thing I remember about Hallow-
een, as a parent, was how to manage 
all the candy the children collected. 
Let them eat it all at once and get 
sick, or dole it out over time? New to 
this North American custom, I notice 
that Ukrainian moms were asking the 
same question. One parent decided to 
direct her children to a more noble 
cause.

Nataly posted on Facebook, encour-
aging Ukrainians to send their excess 
candy back to Ukraine. The response 
was good, and she was able to send 
a shipment through the volunteer 
agency she supports out of Toronto. 
But her family’s efforts didn’t stop 
there. Vasylisa and Demian decided 
to ask the kids at school.

I got a call from Little Falls Public 
School last Friday. The community 
had responded to the call for leftover 
Halloween candy, and they had 6 box-
es that needed to be picked up. The 6 
boxes actually turned out to be a bit 
more, filling my trunk and back seat.

“What will you do with all this can-
dy?” I asked Vasylisa, as she helped 
me fill the car.

Turned out that Vasylisa continues to 
be in touch with her former teacher 

in Ukraine, and she suggested that 
the candy would be a welcome gift for 
children in the local orphanage. So, 
Vasylisa with the help of her siblings, 
filled little gift bags full of candy, and 
attached a Christmas card to each 
one. Nataly is sending the packages 
directly to the Children’s Home.

Oh, a child’s heart. How much they 
can teach us.

I had the opportunity to catch up with 
a friend in Ukraine this week. She de-
cided to stay in Ukraine to help where 
she can as her husband is in the mili-

tary. She confessed that it gets harder 
and harder to stay there.

“A lot of people have been killed,” she 
said. “So many people without arms 
and legs in the hospitals.”

I shared this conversation with Lesia, 
and she said her husband reports the 
same. Worse, is the shortage of pain 
medication and bandages to treat the 
wounded. A man from their village 
has no supplies once he leaves hospi-
tal. Lesia is planning a trip to London 
to gather medical supplies and send 
what is needed via the Ukrainian 

Community Centre. I offered to write 
about the shortage here, and see if 
we can help. Bandages, tourniquets, 
slings, and Tylenol are all in demand.

As Winter approaches, Ukrainians 
are heading into their second season 
of trying to survive the cold. History 
tells us that power plants and other 
utilities are the first to be hit. There 
appears to be no end in sight.

To close, I’d like to share this poem, 
penned by our seven-year-old grand-
daughter, August, on the topic of 
peace:

What Does Peace Feel Like?

By August

Peace smells like fresh apple pie that 
just came out of the oven.

Peace looks like a shooting star flying 
across the sky.

Peace sounds like the trees blowing 
in the wind.

Peace tastes like strawberry ice 
cream.

Peace feels like a big warm hug from 
my mom.

Till next time.

(Reach me at english.knutson@gmail.
com)

COLUMN —
HOSTING UKRAINE:  A Child's Heart

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM



Thursday, November 16, 2023 25St. Marys Independent

COLUMN —

A perfect appetizer or 
party food, Vietnamese 
fried spring rolls are a 
favourite in our home 
and easier to make 
than you’d think. Most 
ingredients here can 
be found in the Asian 
section of your grocer. 
I love the recipes from 
Marion Grasby which 
you can easily find on 
her website: www.mar-
ionskitchen.com. These 
rolls are accompanied 
by a Nuoc Cham dip-
ping sauce which is 
very versatile for other 
recipes too. I have also 
included a banana frit-
ter recipe which is also 
a very popular Viet-
namese dessert. You 
can’t feel too guilty hav-
ing this sweet treat as it 
has fruit!

Vietnamese Fried 
Spring Rolls

Prep: 10m Cook: 25m + 
chilling Serves: 20

20x22cm diameter 
dried rice paper wrap-
pers

1 tbsp sugar

Vegetable oil for deep 
frying

Lettuce leaves to serve

Mint leaves to serve

Pork & Prawn Filling:

80g (2.8oz) dried glass 
noodles (vermicelli)

200g (7oz) peeled, 
deveined and finely 
chopped prawns

250g (9oz) pork mince

3 shallots, finely 
chopped

1 egg

1 ½ tbsp fish sauce

1 tsp sugar

1 tsp ground white pep-
per

1 tsp sea salt

Nuoc Cham Dipping 
Sauce:

3 tbsp fish sauce

2 tbsp white vinegar

3 tbsp sugar

2 tbsp lime juice

1 long red chilli, finely 
chopped

2 garlic cloves, finely 
chopped

Method:

- For the Nuoc Cham, 
whisk together the in-
gredients and set aside 
to serve.

- To make the filling, 
soak the glass noodles 
in boiling water for 
about 2m or until just 
softened. Drain well 
and rinse with cold 
water to stop the cook-
ing process. Drain well 
and place on a clean 
tea towel. Twist the tea 
towel around the noo-
dles to extract as much 
water as possible. Place 

in a large bowl. Use 
scissors to cut the noo-
dles into short lengths.

- To the noodles, add 
the prawns, pork mince, 
shallots, egg, fish sauce, 
sugar, white pepper, 
and salt. Mix until well 
combined.

- Place a clean towel on 
your countertop.

- In a large bowl, whisk 
together 4 cups of warm 
water with 1 tbsp of 
sugar.

- Dip rice paper into 
sugar water and sub-
merge it for only a few 
seconds before putting 
it on the tea towel. Place 
2 heaped tablespoons 
of filling onto the bot-
tom half of the wrap-
per. Shape the filling 
into a cylinder shape. 
Fold the bottom of the 
wrapper over the fill-
ing and squeeze to ex-
pel any air. Fold in sides 
and roll into a cylinder 
shape. Place on a tray 
lined with parchment 
paper and repeat until 
the filling is used.*

- Place the tray of spring 
rolls into the fridge, un-
covered, for 30m.

*The key to preventing 
an explosion while fry-
ing is to ensure the rice 
noodles and wrapper 
have very little mois-
ture before cooking. 
This goes as well for 
squeezing the air out of 
filling while rolling.

- Fill a deep saucepan 
or wok to about 2/3 
capacity with vegeta-

ble oil. Heat over high 
heat. Once the oil is hot 
(325°F or when a wood-
en chopstick dipped 
into the oil forms small 
bubbles) cook spring 
rolls until golden and 
blistered. Move them 
around constantly to 
prevent sticking. Drain 
on parchment paper.

- If you are serving a 
crowd, you may wish to 
cut the rolls into small-
er portions once cooked 
and serve bite sized 
with the Nuoc Cham 
dipping sauce. Wrap the 
rolls in lettuce leaves 
with a few fresh mint 
leaves and you’ll find 
these irresistible.

Banana Fritters

Prep: 10m + chilling 
Cook: 20m Serves: 4

4 ripe bananas, peeled 
and cut into bite-sized 

pieces

1 c cornstarch

Vegetable oil for deep 
frying

Icing sugar, to serve

Vanilla ice cream, to 
serve (optional)

Batter:

250g (8.8oz) all purpose 
flour, place in freezer 
for 15m before using

1 ½ tsp baking powder

1 egg

325mL (11oz) cold soda 
water

Method:

- Fill a deep saucepan 
or wok to about 1/3 ca-
pacity with vegetable 
oil. Heat oil to 325°F.

- Make batter just be-
fore you’re ready to 
cook so it is cold when 
it hits the hot oil. Com-

bine the plain flour 
and baking powder in 
a large bowl. Add the 
egg and soda water and 
whisk until smooth.

- Place the cornstarch 
in a large tray or shal-
low bowl. Dip each 
piece of banana into 
the cornstarch, then 
the batter and careful-
ly slide into the hot oil. 
Repeat with another 
3-4 pieces (don’t over-
crowd your pan). Cook 
fritters, turning ever 
so often until golden 
brown and crispy. Drain 
on paper towel and re-
peat with remaining 
pieces of banana.

- To serve, dust with 
icing sugar and serve 
with ice cream if using. 
You could also drizzle 
some warm honey or 
maple syrup.

WHAT'S FOR DINNER: Vietnamese Cravings

By Lauren Eedy
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PUROLATOR

StratfordOutlet.com
CASH ONLY!

Save up to 75%
Xmas Decor

Designer Fragrances
Gift Baskets

Premium Chocolates
Down-Filled Coats
Pantry & Household

351 Burritt St., Stratford

Does your workplace play music?
Why not make it St. Marys Radio? 

Whether you work in an office, restaurant, or 
store, St. Marys Radio has the perfect 

soundtrack for your workday. 
Your staff and customers deserve the best. 

Give them the best music mix by playing St. 
Marys Radio at your work.
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

Because 

dogs can’t 

whistle.

Why can’t 

humans hear a 

dog whistle? 

Sawyer Arn (4.5)

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 
appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

- Word Search -

Kinsmen Parade

Santa Claus

Floats

Bands

Winterlights

Sponsor

Donate

Magical

Tradition

Craft show

Shopping

Merchants open 
house

Wagon rides

Carolers

Downtown

Festive fun

THE HOLIDAY SEASON BEGINS

Word List

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

SPONSORED BY:
McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St E
Founding and Forever partner of 

Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the 
Stonetown Crier on Page 5
St. Marys Public Library events – See 
Page 22
Friday, November 17
- Stonetown Arts art show & sale at 
Riverwalk Commons and The Studio – 10 
am to 5 pm
- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog/sausage 
lunch at Noon
- “To St. Marys with Love” community 
dinner at the PRC – Doors open 5 pm
Tickets are free and are available at the 
Library, Friendship Centre and Sunset 
Diner
- Celebration of Life for Sandy Janet 
Williams at the Legion – 6 to 8 pm
- A.N.A.F. meat draw – 6 pm
- Kinsmen Santa Claus Parade – leaves 
the PRC at 7 pm
- Lighting of the WinterLights display 
following the parade
Saturday, November 18
- St. Marys United Church Bake & Craft 
Sale – 8 am to Noon
- St. Marys Craft Show at the PRC – 9 am 
to 3 pm
- Christmas Boutique market at the 
Thorndale Community Centre – 9 am to 
3 pm
- Stonetown Arts art show & sale at 
Riverwalk Commons and The Studio – 10 

am to 5 pm
- A.N.A.F. Men’s Dart league – 12:45
- Marion McCarter 80th birthday open 
house at Exeter United Church – 1 to 3 pm
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 
pm
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Strathroy Rockets 
at West Middlesex Memorial Centre – 7:30 
pm
Sunday, November 19
- Stratford Perth Humane Society Brunch 
at the St. Marys Golf Club – 10 am to 2 pm
- Stonetown Arts art show & sale at 
Riverwalk Commons and The Studio – 
Noon to 4 pm
- A.N.A.F. general meeting – 12:45 pm
- St. Marys Lincolns vs St. Thomas Stars at 
Joe Thornton Community Centre – 7:30 pm
Monday, November 20
- Community Dinner at the St. Marys 
United Church – 5 pm, Sponsored by Town 
Council
- Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance 
Community Connection at the PRC – 7 pm
Thursday, November 23
- Sergio’s Fundraiser dinner for Young 
& Lincoln Richards at St. Marys United 
Church – 5 to 6:30 pm. Call 519-284-3016 
for tickets
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Sarnia 
Legionnaires at Pat Stapleton Arena – 7:10 
pm

THE WEEK AHEADTHE WEEK AHEAD

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEK

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is 
pleased to be the sponsor of the 

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

PET OF THE WEEK

 

 

 

 

 

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com

Our Pet of the Week is Chippy, an 8 
year old teacup yorkie. His proud 
owners are George and Marlene Hayes. 
Everyday, Chippy has friends that 
come to visit on their daily walks and 
he is always eagerly waiting for them. 
Chippy loves car rides and doesn't like 
to be left alone.

Fall can be a beautiful, fresh time to walk 
your pet!

Fall can be a beautiful, fresh time to 
walk your pet!
Here are some tips to help keep you and your furry 
friend safe
*Steer clear of leaf piles that may contain ticks
*Make sure that you and your pet wear reflective 
clothing after dusk so that you are clearly visible
*Do not allow your pet to eat wild mushrooms or any 
other compost
*Beware of slippery walkways
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“Authentic” is a word that 
is probably much overused 
when it comes to describing 
travel destinations. But in the 
case of the island of Grenada 
in the eastern Caribbean, it 
is nonetheless the truth.

I first visited Grenada 17 
years ago; this month gave 
me my first opportunity to re-
turn. I remembered Grenada 
as an unspoiled, welcoming, 
laid-back, “authentic” place 
to visit. I am pleased to re-
port it still is.

And one of the strongest 
symbols of that authenticity 
is the food on offer in Gre-
nadian eateries, from higher 
end to beach-front diners. 
Whatever you order in Gre-
nada, you will not be disap-
pointed.

But you will have to be a bit 
adventurous! If you want to 
enjoy the very best in Gre-
nadian cuisine, you may have 
to take a chance on ordering 
food you have never eaten 
before.

Take oil down, for example. 
Perhaps not the most ap-
petizing name, but oil down 
contains (among other in-
gredients) breadfruit, salted 
meat, chicken, dumplings, 
callaloo and other vegeta-

bles stewed in coconut milk, 
herbs, and spices and is both 
delicious and the official, na-
tional dish of Grenada. It’s 
allegedly named “oil down” 
because some of the oil from 
the coconut milk settles in 
the bottom of the single pot.

On my first night in Gre-
nada, our group dined at 
Dodgy Dock which hosts a 
gigantic buffet of local food 
every Wednesday. The place 
was packed, and the food 
was amazing. I had curried 
crab and dumplings and I’m 
pretty sure I worked off the 
calories from the crab in the 
effort to crack them and get 
to the meat. When I asked for 
something to assist in crack-
ing the crab, the manager 
kindly told me they didn’t 
have any such thing “because 
the locals eat them this way”. 
They were worth the effort.

Some other options that 
evening included boneless 
backed stuff snapper, spiny 
lobster, seared tuna, chicken, 
goat curry, conch (which

they called lambie), roti 
and more… a lot more. And 
we dined to the sounds of a 
great local, live band.

The adventure continued 
with every meal during my 
six-day stay. At the Belmont 
Estate, lunch started with 
green banana soup while our 
tour included samples (many 
samples!) of some of the 
finest chocolate ever, made 
right at the historic estate.

At Sails Restaurant and Bar 
in St. George’s (the capital 
city of Grenada), my “light 
lunch” was a seafood platter 
that included lobster, octo-
pus (done perfectly), shrimp 
and scallops. Everything but 
the shrimp was caught lo-

cally. The meal also included 
grilled sweet corn and pota-
toes. It was entirely tasty.

Grenada is known as the 
spice island. That was even 
its official tourism tag line 
until a few years ago and 
every meal is perfectly sea-
soned, using the incredible 
array of local spices. Nutmeg 
was a key crop until the trees 
were flattened by Hurricane 
Ivan in 2004; today, it is still 
grown in smaller quantities. 
I tasted a nutmeg and tama-
rind dipping sauce and im-
mediately purchased a bottle 
to bring home. It was so good 
I opted for that ahead of a 
bottle of Grenadian rum.

But speaking of rum… we 
toured the Rivers rum facto-
ry where they make rum fol-
lowing a centuries-old meth-
od. It even includes using 
an ancient, over-shot water 
wheel to drive the machin-
ery that processes the sugar 
cane – the key raw material 
used in making the rum.

Rivers is a very popu-
lar brand in Grenada even 
though they only make two 
kinds of white rum – one 69% 
alcohol (the stuff you buy 
in the LCBO is more likely 
40%), and one at 75% (which 
you cannot export from Gre-
nada because it is a fire haz-
ard!)

Of course, we tasted both, 
sampling it neat, and then 
mixing it with the local lem-
on-lime soda called Ting. Not 
surprisingly, it became more 
pleasant with each tasting! 
Of which there were several.

Following the principal of 
“when in Grenada”, I largely 
abandoned my typical bev-
erage – wine – and enjoyed 
instead a variety of rum con-

coctions – rum punch, moji-
tos, and a visually stunning, 
multi-coloured drink dubbed 
“Rastaman Vibration”.

Our group took a 20-minute 
flight to the island of Carri-
acou, politically part of Gre-
nada, where we had lunch 
at a wonderful beach-front 
restaurant called “Paradise 
Beach Club” owned by Alli-
son Caton, who was born on 
the island, spent many years 
working in New York City but 
who could not wait to come 
back home where she opened 
her wonderful restaurant in 
2019. That’s where I had the 
Rastaman drink –

pineapple juice, orange juice, 
grenadine and… oh yeah… 
rum, lots of rum. It’s also 
where I opted for a pizza 
for lunch but pizza, Grenada 
style. It was a lobster pizza 
and utterly delicious.

Every meal in Grenada was 
unique and terrific. The 
breakfast spread at the Bay 
House where I stayed, al-
ways included local juice 
like guava; local fruits (star 

fruit, mango, passion fruit, 
watermelon); and wonder-
ful pastries, most laden with 
chocolate. Lunch and dinner 
menus featured a great va-
riety of seafood during my 
stay. In addition to meals 
mentioned earlier, I enjoyed 
seared tuna, coconut shrimp, 
mahi mahi, scallops and a lot 
more.

My last taste in Grenada was 
dessert at the waterfront 
Sand Bar restaurant – choc-
olate cake with nutmeg ice 
cream, all from local ingre-
dients. A perfect ending to a 
perfect visit.

There is a lot more to enjoy 
on this authentic island but 
if you only experienced the 
cuisine, it would still be a trip 
of a lifetime.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and President of 
the Travel Media Association 
of Canada. To contact Paul 
about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

A small part of the incredible array of local food at the Dodgy 
Dock Wednesday night food market event. (All photos by Paul 
Knowles)

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Grenada, home to authentic, local and delicious cuisine

By Paul Knowles
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Have you been affected by 
someone else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU! Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or App Available

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

Williams
Sandy Janet Williams, passed 
away on September 5. 2023 
at the age of 76. Friends 
and family are welcomed to 
Celebrate her Life at the ST. 
MARYS LEGION, 66 Church 
St. N., St. Marys, on Novem-
ber 17, 2023 from 6 to 8 pm. 
Words of Remembrance will 
take place at 6:30pm. Please 

be aware that the St. Marys Santa Claus Parade is 
taking place the same evening. Queen St. will be 
closed to traffic from 7 to 9 pm.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Sharon Agla        Shirley Hacon
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

The Worte Twins Are 80 
Born November 18, 1943

 
CELEBRATION

You are invited to attend 
a birthday open house on 
Saturday, November 18 

from 1:00p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
at Exeter United Church 

42 James St.
Best wishes only.

Love from your family.

Marion McCarter is turning 80 

In Loving Memory of 
William John Dunseith

March 20, 1944 - November 5, 2023
It is with heavy hearts that 
we announce the passing of 
William John Dunseith, who 
departed this world peacefully 
on Sunday, November 5, 2023, 
surrounded by his cherished 
granddaughter, Danyka Dun-
seith, and the best healthcare, 
after a life well-lived.

William, born on March 20, 1944, was a loving and de-
voted family man who leaves behind a legacy of love, 
laughter, and lasting memories. He is survived by his 
beloved family members, including his granddaughter 
Danyka Dunseith, the daughter of his daughter Heather 
Dunseith. He is also survived by his sister Margaret 
Spearin (Terry), brother Rick Dunseith (Mary), brother 
Doug Dunseith (Sue), and his caregiver, Bonnie Dun-
seith. William's presence will be deeply missed by his 
nephew and nieces.
William was predeceased by his parents, William John 
Dunseith and Irene Bernice Dunseith (Ellis), who surely 
welcomed him with open arms in the afterlife.
A man of many passions and talents, William was 
known for his love of golf and his remarkable eye for 
machinery and building. He could craft and create 
almost anything he set his mind to, leaving a trail of 
beautifully constructed projects in his wake. His hands 
were skilled, and his determination unwavering.
One of William's greatest joys was his love for race 
cars. He was a true enthusiast, often spending count-
less hours building and fine-tuning vehicles. His need 
for speed led him to participate in numerous southern 
races, where he displayed both his prowess and his 
unbridled passion for the sport. His dedication to the 
racing world was a testament to his adventurous spirit 
and relentless pursuit of his interests.
After a successful career at Domtar in St. Mary's,ON, 
William shifted his focus to nurturing his lifelong pas-
sions; including helping his granddaughter at the farm. 
This allowed him to embrace the things he loved most, 
bringing happiness to himself and those around him.
William's presence lit up the lives of everyone he 
encountered, and his memory will continue to shine 
brightly in our hearts. He was a devoted family man, a 
master craftsman, a racing enthusiast, and a man who 
lived life to the fullest. His laughter, wisdom, and love 
will be immensely missed but will live on in the hearts 
of those who had the privilege of knowing him.
In honoring the memory of William John Dunseith, let 
us celebrate a life well-lived and continue to find inspi-
ration in his passions, his unyielding determination, and 
the love he shared with all of us.
Rest in peace, William. You will always be loved, never 
forgotten.
Cherished family, friends, and our incredible support 
network,
We want to express our heartfelt gratitude for your 
unwavering support during this challenging time. A spe-
cial shout-out to Caressant Care Retirement and W.G. 
Young Funeral Home for their exceptional care and 
assistance. A huge thank you to our close family and 
friends for being our pillars of strength. We also appre-
ciate St. Mary's Army & Navy and St. Mary's Cheese 
Shoppe for their swift and thoughtful contributions. Your 
kindness has made a world of difference.
With gratitude,
Dunseith Family

OBITUARY
Dunseith

OBITUARY

McGregor
Retired OPP Cpl. Robert 
(Bob) McGregor, 87, passed 
away November 6, 2023 at 
Kingsway Lodge, St. Marys, 
with family at his side. Born 
in Cumberland, Ontario, son 
of the late Gary and Helen 
McGregor. Survived by his 
loving wife Georgina, daugh-
ters Dawn McGregor, Bonnie 
McArthur (Lee), Nancy Clark 

(Mark), Terry Hymers (Anthony); step-daughters Shei-
la Standen (Bob), Marg Jordan (Ernie), Mary Ridley, 
Sherri Hull; step-son Tom Hunking, son-in-law Gary 
Milani, brother Gord McGregor (Gilda), and 27 grand-
children, 33 great-grandchildren and several nieces 
and nephews. Pre-deceased by daughter Kim Milani, 
son Rob Roy McGregor and step-son Ron Hunking, 
sister Flo Peel (Milt), brother James and Joan McGre-
gor. Bob was an OPP officer for 30 years serving at 
Lindsay, Matheson, Sebringville and Campbellford. He 
was a longtime member of the St. Marys Lions Club 
and St. James Masonic Lodge #73 F&AM. Services 
took place on November 15, 2023 at the ST. MARYS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, which included a Mason-
ic Service and Memorial Service with Rev. Marc Fra-
ser officiating. The Funeral Service was livestreamed 
through the St. Marys Presbyterian Church Facebook 
page, which can be viewed at www.facebook.com/
stmaryspresbyterianchurch. Interment in St. Marys 
Cemetery. Memorial donations may be made to the 
St. James Masonic Lodge #73, St. Marys Lions Club 
or the St. Marys Presbyterian Church. Online condo-
lences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

MUSIC FOR OUR NEIGHBOURS
A GIVING TUESDAY PROJECT

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25
9 A.M. TO 12 NOON

IN CONJUNCTION WITH ST. JAMES ANGLICAN
 CHURCH BAZAAR AND SALE

DONATIONS GRATEFULLY ACCEPTED

ALL PROCEEDS FOR THE RICHARDS FAMILY
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RUN YOUR 
CLASSIFIED AD HERE 

FOR JUST $10 PER WEEK

LOOKING
BACK

Beds are burning

By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1998)

The OPP’s five-year policing contract with the town 
runs out soon and the Police Services Board is cur-
rently considering two separate bids for a new con-
tract. Aside from the OPP, only Stratford Police have 
submitted a proposal.

Two unknown persons recently attended the St. 
Marys Golf and Country Club and took two electric 
golf carts for a joy ride around the golf course. One 
of the carts was damaged when the suspects drove it 
into a stone wall. Anyone with information is to call 
Crime Stoppers.

On Tuesday afternoon Uniondale firefighters were 
called to a fire in the bush just south of Mark and Barb 
Seaton’s place near Lakeside. About 30 acres of fallen 
leaves and grass on the ground was burned and the 
dry conditions made it challenging for the firefighters 
to get it under control.

50 years ago (1973)

An unusual sight in this area was the appearance of 
some twenty white swans on Crystal Lake in Lakeside 
last Thursday.

The Stonetown Friendship Club has named a com-
mittee of K.C. Seale, Clifton Brown and Len Love to 
arrange for a gala opening of the Club’s quarters at 
Cadzow Park, hopefully early in the new year. Reno-
vations to the building are moving along with numer-
ous items of furnishing now on hand.

Two mattress fires within 24 hours at the Westover 
Community on Thomas Street kept firefighters busy 
last Saturday.

75 years ago (1948)

After one of the driest seasons in many years, the wa-
ter wheel at Great Star Flour Mill is turning again, 
following the recent heavy rains which have filled the 
streams.

A local dentist who found his drill stilled by the morn-
ing power shut-off, thought he would seize the lull 
period to get himself a needed haircut, forgetting that 
the buzzing barber shears would also be silent.

The decision to make regular power shut-offs of do-
mestic and commercial consumers was made at a 
meeting of the Public Utilities Commission on Satur-
day night. Power will now be shut off from 9-10 a.m. 
each morning, and possibly from 3-4 p.m. each after-
noon if the morning period was not enough to keep 
under the community’s quota.

100 years ago (1923)

Noses are red, noses are blue. The cold causes some- 
the others, homebrew.

Twenty-three Perth students are attending the West-
ern University in London.

Mrs. C. Cayley, West Ward, suffered a slight paralytic 
stroke at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Eli Grose, on 
Sunday morning. She is now recovering as well as can 
be expected for one of her age.

Miss Margaret Dale of St. Marys, who is proving her-
self to be a remarkably clever student, has carried off 
first prize in the County of Perth Carter Scholarship 
for $100.

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
PERTH REGIMENT VETERANS

BRANCH 236 ST MARYS

HOURS
TUE – THU 3PM - ???
FRI NOON TILL ???

SAT – NOON TILL CLOSING

HOT DOG / SAUSAGE FRIDAY 
AT NOON 

MEAT DRAW SAT AT 5 PM
20 CHANCES FOR MEAT PRIZES, 

PLUS A 50/50 DRAW

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE HALL FOR RENT
66 CHURCH STREET NORTH, 

ST MARYS 519 284-2267

Buying?
Selling?
Mortgage?

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL 
- FARM PROPERTY

Give us a call
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Call 519-284-3016 FOR TICKETS

HAPPY VALLEY FAMILY HEALTH TEAM
The Happy Valley Family Health Team is a dynamic team of 
professionals including 11 Family Physicians, Dietitian, 
Pharmacist, Mental Health Workers, Addictions Counsellor, 
Nurses, Nurse Practitioners and administrative support.

We currently have an opening for:

1 FULL TIME RECEPTIONIST
This position requires the ability to multi-task in a fast 
paced environment and excellent communication skills.  
Pleasant telephone manner is essential and knowledge of 
medical terminology is an asset.  The Happy Valley Family 
Health Team has a mandatory vaccine policy.

Please forward resume by November 20th 2023 to:

Happy Valley Family Health Team

Attention: Kimberly Lang, Executive Director

268 Maiden Lane

P.O. Box 1120

St. Marys, ON

N4X 1B7

stmmc@stmmc.ca
Thank you to all applicants who apply.

Only applicants selected for an interview will be contacted.

The Happy Valley Family Health Team welcomes and encourages applications 
from people with disabilities.  Accommodations are available on request for 

candidates taking part in all aspects of the selection process.

Stratford’s Holiday Shopping 

EXTRAVAGANZA!
NOVEMBER 25 | 10 AM - 3 PM
Stratford District Secondary School

Be one of the first 50 families and recieve a 
passport for a chance to win a gift basket raffle!

CRAFT AND VENDOR MARKET
Fundraising for Cystic Fibrosis.

Donations are welcomed.

HELP WANTED
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICAL

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

519-284-2221• BINS-R-US
Formerly known as

St. Marys Lugger Service

PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations

MORTGAGE

SENIORS

CLEANING
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TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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SEAMSTRESS
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INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!

�������������������������������

�
�	
����������������������
�����������������������
�������������
��������
�����


MUSIC

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!
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My Inspiration, Learning, Enjoyment & Success

LIST WITH CHRIS!

Hiller Realty Brokerage
100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101

Chris Evans, Broker

listwithchris@wightman.ca

Jake Stern
REAL ESTATE BROKER

519-949-8559
#RealEstateJake

FINANCIAL
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5875 Line 26, Fullarton, On N0K 1H0

519-949-3107
Construction Management

General Contracting

info@jandjconst.com 
www.jandjconst.com

Jonathan 
& James 

Construction Inc.

YOUR AD 
GOES HERE!

CALL 
519-284-0041
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Solution
2 3 9 8 5 4 6 1 7

6 4 8 7 9 1 2 5 3

5 1 7 2 6 3 4 9 8

1 2 5 6 3 8 9 7 4

7 8 6 9 4 5 1 3 2

4 9 3 1 7 2 5 8 6

9 7 1 3 2 6 8 4 5

3 6 4 5 8 9 7 2 1

8 5 2 4 1 7 3 6 9

SUDOKU ANSWERS

QUIZ ANSWERS
1) Danny 
DeVito
2) 92
3) Cedar wood
4) 4
5) Red, White, 
Blue

6) 7
7) Bangkok
8) Gertrude
9) The Trachea
10) Jon Pardi

CLASSIFIED ADS
Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display 
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call 
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Wanted
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs.  Jazz, Blues, 
Rock, Pop, Fold, Soundtracks, and more.  Selectively buying 
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment.  For 
more information:  Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. 
Stratford/ 226-972-5750

CLASSIFIED ADS

Wanted
A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes. 
Phone 519-284-3774

Wanted to buy
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko 
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.
Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

For Sale
2 Men's Winter Coats
1 -Black Leather Coat
1 -7 in 1 Coat (which means can be changed into different 
types of coats)
Both Size 2XL
Phone 519-284-4068

CONDO FOR SALE
#503-22 St Andrew St. S. 

St Marys, Ont.

Available November 15th (flexible). 
Priced to sell at $325,000. 

Call 519.859.6736

Parkview West is a 55+ community in St. 
Marys, Ontario.
This life lease condo (unit 503) is a 2 
bedrooms, 2 bathroom unit with a balcony 
facing south.  
The controlled entrance building is located 
one block south of Queen Street. 
A monthly fee covers property taxes, water/
sewage, parking, maintenance of common 
areas and the use of a licensed hall with 
kitchen facilities, library, workshop, exercise 
and games room.

Snow removal
Help! Snow is coming! We are a mature couple looking for 
an individual to shovel our single car driveway and a small 
area walkway in the Southvale Rd area of St. Marys.
Please call 519-284-3754.

Wanted
Looking for a self motivated, cheerful, positive individual with 
high values to work with a spiritually-minded man, working 
through autism.  Flexible hours, some weekends and/or 
possibly overnight.  Willingness to learn and sense of humor 
would be helpful.  Please call 519-871-7765

First Baptist Church 
in St. Marys

seeks pianist for a baby-grand piano
3 hrs/week: Sunday service plus a rehearsal, 
with up to three additional services per year.

We are VERY flexible so the position could be 
shared in multiple ways: a “snowbird” might 

take the role spring through autumn, two people 
might each take two Sundays a month, etc.

For details contact 
pastor@firrstbaptiststmarys.ca 

or 519-284-1758

Saturday, November 25
7:30 p.m.

First Baptist Church
34 Church Street South, St. Marys

Tickets $20.00
Available at Ashton Tire, St. Marys

and at the door if  any remaining

Featuring “Harmony of  Friends”

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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NFL Turkey Meal Day @1pm 
on Thursday Nov. 23rd
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For Hall Rentals 
call 519-271-5343

Sun. Nov. 12 - Margaret Carter, St. Marys  $50.00

Mon. Nov. 13 - Shelly Bonnett, Embro   $50.00

Tues. Nov. 14 - Bev & Terry Heinbuch, Stratford $50.00

Wed. Nov. 15 - Owen Shantz, Stratford  $50.00

Thur. Nov. 16 - Clarence Herlick, Stratford  $50.00

Fri. Nov. 17 - Jamie Aldrich, Den�eld   $50.00

Sat. Nov. 18 - Joanne Ehgoetz, Stratford  $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
 www.fraserpaving.ca

Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later 
appointment times three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

Community Liaison Committee 
The next Community Liaison Committee Meeting will be 
held on Friday, December 8th at 10am at the St. Marys 
Municipal Operations Center. Members of the public 
who wish to observe are welcome to attend.
Residents who wish to speak in front of the Committee 
may submit a detailed request in writing at least 3 days 
prior to the meeting in writing to the Committee. The 
request will be considered by the Committee and 
approved prior to the meeting. Please submit all 
requests, questions, and concerns for the meeting to 
kara.terpstra@vcimentos.com by December 6th, 2023.

SUBMIT YOUR MEMORIAM, 
THANK YOU, OBITUARY, OR 

ANNOUNCEMENT
Email us at info@stmarysindependent.com 

or call 519-284-0041

St. Marys Independent
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