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On Friday, October 27, 2023 shortly before 11:30 
p.m. the Stratford Police Service attended a large 
house party on Elgin Street East, in the Town of St 
Marys after receiving a report of over 100 teenagers 
in attendance at the party, causing a disturbance.

The homeowner was issued a ticket under the Noise 
By-Law for the Town of St Marys and the party was 
broken up.

Police remained on scene until the situation had 
settled and many of the youths in attendance had 
been picked up by family members.

Shortly after 12:30 a.m. on October 28th, the Strat-
ford Police received a report of an altercation in the 
area of Elizabeth Street and James Street South, in 
the Town of St Marys, which involved a number of 
the teenagers from the party.

Police located five victims at a nearby residence 
who had suffered injuries from being pepper 
sprayed and a physical assault.

Two accused persons were identified as an 18-year-
old male and a 15-year-old male, both of whom re-
side in the City of Stratford.

The investigation into the matter revealed that 
one of the victims, a 17-year-old male resident of 
St Marys had been assaulted by the 18-year-old 
accused. The accused had attacked the victim and 
stomped on the victim’s head. The accused also 
used what is believed to be a pellet gun to shoot the 
victim in the back of the head, causing injuries that 
required stitches.

A second victim, a 20-year-old male resident of St 
Marys, attempted to intervene to prevent the situa-
tion from continuing; however, the 18-year-old ac-
cused and the 15-year-old accused sprayed all five 
victims with pepper spray before the

Christmas is looking festive and fun 
this year in St. Marys!

The holiday season begins in St. 
Marys on Friday, November 17 as 
Santa Claus will arrive in St. Marys 
via the Kinsmen Santa Claus pa-
rade. The Kinsmen are planning a 
traditional parade with a departure 
from the Pyramid Recreation Centre 
at 7:00 p.m. This year’s parade will 
follow its familiar route up James 
Street, west on Queen Street through 
the downtown, then south on Water 
Street where the parade will end.

The lighting of the WinterLights 
display will illuminate Milt Dunnell 

Field, following the Santa Claus Pa-
rade, on Friday, November 17. The 
Sunset Shack will be on-site for all 
your warm food and beverage needs 
as you marvel at the displays. It’s eas-
ier than ever to support this beloved 
display; simply visit www.townofst-
marys.com/winterlights to sponsor 
or donate. Your support helps to keep 
this magical tradition free for all to 
enjoy!

Holiday shoppers won’t want to miss 
the St. Marys Craft Show, happening 
on Saturday, November 18 from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Pyramid Rec-
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Black’s Financial Services

TERM
1 year
3 years
5 years

GIC
6.19
5.88
5.86

GIC INSURED
*All rates subject

to change without
notice*

Call us for details 519.284.1340

Black’s Financial Services

Are you taking advantage of the TFSA?
1 YR 5.72 - 3 YR 5.50 - 5 YR 5.20

For more products and 
Financial Advice call us today!

*All rates subject to change without notice*

Golf Course 
now closed for 
the season! 
Thank you for 
your support!

Gift Cards available 
for golf & tubing!

www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

Call us for inquiries at 

519.225.2329

SAVE UP TO $13,000 AT ALLROADS!

AllRoads.ca | 519-284-3308
See AllRoads Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram
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St. Marys welcomes the 
Holiday season
Holiday season starts with Kinsmen Santa Claus Parade 
and lighting of WinterLights

After Party 
Altercation Leads 
to Charges

Festive fun is returning to St. Marys on Friday, November 17, with the Kinsmen 
Santa Claus Parade and lighting of the Winterlights.
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reation Centre. Featuring over 100 
vendors, the Craft Show is the per-
fect place to find gifts for everyone 
on your list.

Beginning Friday, November 24, the 
St. Marys BIA hosts their three-day 
Merchants’ Open House. From Friday 
to Sunday, participating downtown 
merchants will offer promotions and 
festive giveaways. This year’s event 

will feature horse and wagon rides, 
Victorian carolers and, of course, a 
visit from Mr. and Mrs. Claus!

Find more information on all Town 
of St. Marys Christmas activities at 
www.discoverstmarys.ca/happyholi-
days.

Be sure to follow the Town of St. 
Marys’ Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter accounts for more informa-
tion and updates as events draw near.

Holiday season returns to 
St. Marys

Charges laid following party
altercation ended and the two accused 
persons fled the scene. During the 
course of the altercation the 18-year-
old accused also pointed the firearm 
at the 20-year-old victim’s face.

The two accused persons were iden-
tified and attempts to locate them 
were made. Both of the accused later 
turned themselves into the Stratford 
Police. The 18-year-old male was held 
in custody to attend a bail hearing 
and is required to re-attend court on 
November 1, 2023. The 15-year-old 
male was released from custody on an 
Undertaking and is required to attend 
court on December 14, 2023.

Later, on October 28, 2023 at approx-
imately 9:30 p.m. the Stratford Police 
was contacted by a homeowner on 
Huron Street, in the Town of St Marys 
who reported that a backpack con-
taining a handgun had been located 
on the property. It was suspected that 
the backpack was associated to the 

party that had occurred the previous 
night and belonged to an unknown 
person who attended the party.

Police attended the residence and 
found that the backpack contained 
four 9mm rounds of ammunition, and 
a magazine for a handgun; however, 
no handgun was located. At this point 
police are unable to prove who was 
in possession of these items and no 
charges were laid for this matter.

In regard to charges laid against the 
two accused, the 18-year-old has been 
charged with Administer a Noxious 
Substance, Assault with a Weapon, 
Carry Concealed Weapon, Possession 
of a Weapon for Dangerous Purpose, 
Fail to Comply Release Order, and 
Breach Probation. The 15-year-old 
male has been charged with Adminis-
ter a Noxious Substance, Assault with 
a Weapon, Possession of a Weapon for 
Dangerous Purpose, Carry Concealed 
Weapon, and Breach of Probation.

The Town of St. Marys will continue to 
honour local veterans with a Remem-
brance Day service on Saturday, No-
vember 11, 2023. The service follows 
Veterans’ Decoration Day and the St. 
Marys Legion parade and service that 
took place this past week.

The November 11 service will start at 
10:45 a.m. at the Town Hall cenotaph 
and will be led by Mayor Al Strathdee. 
Queen Street will be closed between 

Peel Street and Church Street North 
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. for the event.

Members of the public are welcome 
to attend in person or view a live 
stream of the ceremony on the Town’s 
Facebook page. The stream will start 
shortly before 10:45 am at www.face-
book.com/stmarysontario. A Face-
book account is not required to view 
the live stream.

Remembrance Week to 
continue with service at 
cenotaph

www.stonetowntravel.com

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL Where in the world Where in the world 

would you like to go?would you like to go?  

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel 

consultants today!consultants today!
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How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player

The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

Time is more valuable 
than money.  You can 

always get more money, 
but you cannot get 

more time.

The bad news is time 
flies, the good news is 
that you're the pilot.

Whether it's the best 
of times or the worst 
of times, it's the only 

time we've got.

Life has no remote, 
get up and change it 

yourself.
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Overheard at the Co�ee Shop

Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

I hope the 

teachers all made 

it through the 

first week after 

Halloween.

Auston Matthews 

should get a hat trick at 

every game if women 

are now throwing bras 

instead of hats. 

Quote of the Week
"I'm honoured to receive the first poppy. I'm honoured to present poppies to 
the veterans, and I'm honoured to have with us young people, who we are 
entrusting with these stories. I encourage Canadians, not just today but every 
day, to remember, honour and support our veterans."

Mary Simon, Commander-in-Chief of the Canadian Armed Forces 
after receiving the first poppy in 2023's poppy campaign leading up to 
Remembrance Day.

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have 2 Bravos this week.

1) Bravo to the Happy Valley 
Health Team on a successful in-
oculation session at the Pyramid 
Center last week. Very busy yet 
well organized and smooth. Well 
done!

2) Bravo to the local girls from the 
Stratford Aces hockey team for 
their random acts of kindness this 
week.

We have 2 Boos this week

1) A great big BOO to all those 
that put pumpkins in front of 
their homes and then on Hallow-
een night turn out their lights and 
hide. Never answering the door 
when kids show up for “trick or 
treats”. How hypocritical, the kids 
really look forward to dressing up 
and filling their bags with treats. 
Its fun when they show up in cos-
tume. You were a kid once too, re-
member!

2) To the price of diesel as of Sun-
day Nov 5th in St. Marys. $2.19/L 
when the other gas station on 
highway 7 was $1.79 or .40c cheap-
er. Hard to support local for that 
reason. C’mon Man!

Just a few ideas.....
Of what a neighbourhood is planning......
Two neighbours came up with a plan for Giving Tuesday, they were sure that 
people would love it and have lots of fun! However, when they presented the 
plan to other neighbours, it was a NO GO! There was lots of laughter, a bit of 
debate, and a new simpler but equally great idea emerged.
On Giving Tuesday, November 28 their neighbourhood is inviting all of their 
neighbours to a “Garage Get -Together”. They plan to bake, serve some 
warm drinks, and get reconnected with folks they haven’t seen for awhile. 
Meeting some new neighbours would make their day even better!
One neighbour is very involved with a local charity,  she asked if we might 
collect items that they always need and appreciate. Everyone was happy to 
support this but decided to say in their invitation that making donations was 
optional , they didn’t want to put any pressure on people, the number one 
hope was to get people together!
Another very creative person made invitations that will be delivered door to 
door, if you’re reading this , you could be getting one. ����
Giving Tuesday is a nice way to reach out to others, in any way, big or small! 
WHO ARE THE PEOPLE IN OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD,  AND WHO ARE 
THE PEOPLE IN YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD? 
And what a youth group has done.....
This past weekend the Snipers U12 Ringette Team (9, 10 and 11 year olds) 
had a Team Building Event. They wanted to be involved in Giving Tuesday 
so they reached out and asked what could they do? They decided to make 
table centres to be used for the Community Dinner at the United Church on 
Giving Tuesday November 28th. They did an amazing job and these very 
special works of art will make the dinner even more special! 

- DL, St. Marys
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REALLYGREATSITE.COM

WINTER SWIMMING LESSONS
REGISTRATION 

townofstmarys.com/aquatics or 519-284-2160

STONETOWNSTONETOWN  
CRIERCRIER The latest municipal news

from the Town of St. Marys

Contact us
519-284-2340 
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca

SHOWER PROGRAM

This program provides free showers to
those in need.  Showers are private,
secure and accessible for individuals of
all abilities.

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

Thursdays, 9 AM - 1 PM | Pyramid Centre

TRIVIA NIGHT

townofstmarys.com/library or 519-284-3346

BOOKS & BREWS

POOL RENTALS

townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

Save the date! 
Registration for winter swimming

lessons (starting November 27) opens on
Monday, November 13 at 5 PM.

townofstmarys.com/library or 519-284-3346

2nd Wed., 7 PM | Broken Rail Brewing

The St. Marys Public Library is excited to
announce a new book club in
collaboration with Broken Rail Brewery
on the second Wednesday of the month.

Join the St. Marys Public Library for Trivia
Night! Come with a team or meet some

new friends. Prizes are up for grabs for the
winning team.

Have an upcoming birthday? Make a
splash and rent the Aquatics Centre pool

for your next event!

Pyramid Recreation Centre

Monday, Nov. 20, 7 PM | Gilly’s Pubhouse

FEATURE PROPERTY

Follow us on Facebook 
 & Enter Benchmark’s 

Christmas Contests
Call

232 Elgin Street E, St. Marys

www.benchmark-realestate.ca

519-870-5333Jeff Hiscock
BROKER

Tel: 
Hiscock.jeff@gmail.com

Marty Thomson
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Tel: 519-318-7584
marty@martythomson.com

• Charming 
1874 Limestone 
Cottage
• Stained Glass 
Entry with       
10’ Ceilings

• Tastefully 
modernized 
kitchen
• Large 
detached shop
• $724,900

178 Queen Street E, St. Marys
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COMMUNITY —

When it comes to emergency management, practice 
makes perfect.

That’s the idea behind the Town of St. Marys' an-
nual emergency exercise. The exercise brings Town 
employees and their peers together for a simulated 
emergency. This year, the simulation was based on 
an imagined cyber incident that affected the Town’s 
water and wastewater systems.

Those involved in the annual exercise include 
members of the Town’s Emergency Control Group 
– like the Fire Chief, Director of Public Works, and 
Communications Manager – who have key roles to 
play during a crisis.

The exercise gives the group an opportunity to pre-
pare for threats and hazards in a low-risk, cost-ef-
fective environment. It also tests the Town’s Emer-
gency Management Plan, a document that details 
how the Town will respond during a major public 

safety incident.

Through the exercise, the Town can determine re-
source requirements, capability gaps, strengths, ar-
eas for improvement, and potential best practices. 
The exercise also allows the Emergency Control 
Group to learn and strategize alongside individuals 
from other emergency services, municipalities, and 
government agencies.

“This year’s exercise was a tremendous success,” 
says Fire Chief Richard “Andy” Anderson. “It was an 
excellent opportunity to review what works, what 
needs improvement and the things we can add to 
our Emergency Management Plan to ensure we are 
prepared for any situation.”

Questions about emergency management and 
preparedness can be directed to Chief Anderson 
at 519-284-2340, ext. 201 or randerson@town.st-
marys.on.ca.

Town tests preparedness with 
annual emergency exercise

1) What Canadian 
officer wrote the poem 
“In Flanders Fields”?

2) Where is the 
Canadian National 
Vimy Memorial 
located?

3) How many Canadian 
soldiers died during 
WWI?

4) What year did Canada adopt the poppy as 
the symbol for Remembrance Day?

5) At what time is a minute’s silence held on 
Remembrance Day?

6) How many minutes of silence do we take to 
honor the fallen?

7) What treaty officially ended WWI?

8) How many Canadians earned the Victoria 
Cross at Passchendaele?

9) In what country is The Cenotaph located?

10) What year did WWI end?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 35

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our Senior of the Week is Betty Fulcher who 
celebrated her 85th birthday on November 1st.  

Betty lived her entire life in St. Marys and 
has 3 children, 4 grandchildren and 3 great-

grandchildren.  She enjoys playing bridge and 
her weekly lunches with friends.  Sports have 

played a big part in Betty's life and she is 
an avid watcher of baseball, curling and golf.  

Happy belated birthday, Betty! 

Mark December. 17 on your calendar for a wonder-
ful community dinner happening at the Pyramid 
Recreation Centre with doors opening at 5:00 pm. 

This is an opportunity to meet new people or to 
gather in community especially in these challeng-
ing times. Volunteers from our local service groups, 
churches, town council and broader communi-
ty alongside contributions from local businesses 
make this a true gift of love. 

Organizers David Steward of The Sunset Diner and 
Rev. Gwen Ament are looking to welcome 350 to this 

sit down meal of ‘roast beef with all the trimmings’ 
with an encouragement to come and meet someone 
new. Whether you are on your own, stressed finan-
cially, looking to welcome those new to St. Marys or 
simply hungry, everyone is welcome. 

Tickets are free and available through the Library, 
the Friendship Centre, at the Monday community 
meals, and the Sunset Diner. Let’s celebrate the 
season together! 

Contact Gwen or David for more information.

“To St. Marys With Love” Returns
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BUY IT TODAY...TAKE IT TODAY!

BIGGESTBIGGEST
ON THE 

BLOCK! BLOCK! 

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 
MON-FRI 9AM-8PM SAT9-6 SUN10-5

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115959
STARTING

FROM
/SQ FT
4.99

ON SALE
7 DAYS A WEEK!

12MM12MM
THICKTHICK

ON SALE
7 DAYS A WEEK!

PORCELAIN  PORCELAIN  

6969¢¢
STARTING

FROM
/SQ FT
4.99

HOT HOT 
DEALDEAL

VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

$$116969
/SQ FT
4.99

ON SALE
7 DAYS A WEEK!

CLEAR CLEAR 
OUT!OUT!

$399
/SQ FT
5.99

STARTING
FROM

$$$333999999
HARDWOODHARDWOOD

ON SALE
7 DAYS A WEEK!

CLICKCLICK
ENG.ENG.

STARTING
FROM

Lest WeLest We

FORGETFORGET
11 t h NOVEMBER
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COMMUNITY —

We Remember10% off McCully's Pepper Jelly

Store Hours for November

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Closed Mondays in November
Open Daily 10 -5; Saturday 9 - 5

Check out our selection of ready-made meals. We 
offer a wide variety of meat pies and soups, along 

with baked beans, chili, shepard's pie and beef stew. 
Don't forget to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, 
maple butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

McCully's Makes Meal Prep Fast & Simple

We have local carrots and hot house peppers,              
and tomatoes. McCully’s now carries locally produced, 

four wood blend BBQ smoker pellets.
Local Ontario Apples now available at McCully’s

Army, Navy and Air Force Branch 265 and Perth 
Regiment Legion Branch 236 Parade

Mayor Al Strathdee addresses the crowd with stories of VeteransParade coming from the Legion across Church Street bridge.

By Wendy Lamond

On Sunday November 5th the Army, 
Navy and Air Force Branch 265 and 
Perth Regiment Legion Branch 236 
held it's Remembrance Day Parade 
marching the Colours from the Legion 
to the Cenotaph.

There were 46 wreaths laid at the 
cenotaph representing businesses, or-
ganizations, and individuals.

The Last Post was played and then a 
moment of silence was observed as 
well as the singing of O Canada and 
God Save the King.

Mayor Al Strathdee told the history of 
Veteran William Near whose name is 
the top one on the front of the mon-
ument.

He also shared a memory of the late 
Charlie Richardson when he raised the 
flag at a past Canada Day celebration 

at Cadzow Park.   He related that Mr. 
Richardson, in the middle of a down-
pour, stood his ground and continued 
raising the flag showing the strength 
and resilience of our Veterans.
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COMMUNITY —
Coffee with Council held last Saturday

Councillor Brogan Aylward,  Mobility Service Manager Amber Miners, and Coun-
cillor Robert Edney

CAO Brent Kittmer, Councillor Fern Pridham and Director of Finance Denise Fee-
ney

By Wendy Lamond

St. Marys town council was available 
on Saturday at the Flour Mill in an in-
formal setting to discuss various top-

ics brought forward by the community.

Counsellor Pridham commented that 
it is a good setting to discuss items 
not particularly budget related but 

any other concerns residents may be 
having.  Mayor Al Strathdee thought 
there were approximately 50 people 
who attended and some of the sub-
jects he touched on were recreation 

future, forestry policies, traffic control, 
crosswalk and traffic lights, housing 
policies and development and the cost 
of living.  
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COMMUNITY —

Lest weForgetLest weForget

Join the Recreation & Leisure 
Advisory Committee!

Additional Information
townofstmarys.com/boardsandcommittees
519-284-2340, ext. 212 | jmccartney@town.stmarys.on.ca

Apply online by November 24, 2023 at
townofstmarys.com/boardsandcommittees

The Town of St. Marys is currently accepting applications to fill a
vacancy on the Recreation & Leisure Advisory Committee for the

remainder of the 2022 - 2026 term of Council. 

This is an opportunity to get involved in your community and provide
invaluable insight and expertise on matters that affect the

municipality!

Alzheimer Society Huron Perth Information Night a 
helpful guide for aging population
By Rachel Atkinson

The Alzheimer Society Huron Perth 
recently held their Annual Fall De-
mentia Night on November 2nd, 
which focused on the topic of baby 
boomers and aging. This year’s Edu-
cation Night featured Dr. Peter Lin, 
who shared a checklist for staying 
well and inspiring change in the 
healthcare system.

Dr. Lin, Primary Care Physician and 
Director of Primary Care Initiatives at 
the Canadian Heart Research Centre, 
leads lectures on topics such as dia-
betes, vascular protection, heart dis-
ease, as well as aging and dementia, 
which he shared his knowledge on 
during this online event.

Dr. Lin’s presentation involved in-
depth answers to the question, “How 
can we stay healthy as we age?” He 
shared thorough explanations on how 

the body functions as well as threats 
to these functions, especially in aging 
adults.

The state of the current healthcare 
system was also discussed, and how it 
is currently under great strain. There 
is a lot of illness to manage, and Dr. 
Lin mentioned how important patient 
awareness is for managing and pre-
venting diseases, for both older and 
younger generations.

Dr. Lin’s tips included the “Life’s Es-
sential 7” (now 8) list created by the 
American Heart Association, which 
includes things like exercise, blood 
sugar levels, smoking and sleep.

When discussing Alzheimers, Lin 
pointed out possible causes and how 
nutrition is a major factor in prevent-
ing this disease. He also mentioned 
the 5 senses and how vital it is to 
keep these things going to prevent 

Alzheimers. For example, people who 
don’t have good hearing can feel more 
isolated, therefore hearing aids are 
an essential tool and catching these 
things early can be very beneficial for 
long-term health.

Lin discussed our fast-paced society 
and how this can contribute to ag-
ing faster, therefore slowing down is 
something to be mindful of. He stated 
that people are not only moving re-
ally fast, but they have more stress 
and are getting less sleep. “My sug-
gestion to you is to slow down, calm 
down, don’t worry and don’t hurry—
and then maybe add on top of that eat 
well and sleep well.”

A study from National Geograph-
ic was shared, showing places in the 
world where people lived to be 100. 
These places had no smoking, and 
elderly citizens were busy with farm-

ing, fixing things, and doing things as 
a community. Lin discussed the im-
portance of movement and aging and 
said that “instead of doing an hour of 
exercise, why not just keep moving?”

The presentation was not only infor-
mative, but also presented in a way 
that could be easily understood, while 
reminding everyone the importance 
of paying attention to our health.

Lin concluded with, “We have an el-
derly population, we have a younger 
generation, let’s protect the younger 
generation, let’s help the older gener-
ation at the same time as well.”

The 2023 Dementia Night with Dr. 
Peter Lin can be viewed on the Alz-
heimer Huron Perth YouTube page. 
For more information on Alzheimers 
as well as tools for help and support, 
please visit www.alzheimer.ca/huron-
perth/en.

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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St. Marys

Craft Sh   w
Shop for treasures from 100+ local and regional artisans

Pyramid Recreation Centre
317 James St. S, St. Marys

Admission by donation

Non-perishable food items
for the Salvation Army
welcome

Lunch available to purchase

No ATM available

Saturday, 
November 18, 2023
9 AM - 3 PM

Contact: 519-284-3272 or friends@town.stmarys.on.ca

116 Queen St E St. Marys • 519-284-0038 • www.naileffects.ca

Celebrating
Join us in celebrating Saturday November 25th 11-2! 

For the month of November purchase $150 in 
Gift Certificates receive an additional $25!

Nail Effects
Manicures and Pedicures

25 YEARS25 YEARS  
of service to St. Marysof service to St. Marys
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Lindsay Pickering
519-276-9959

www.lindsaypickering.ca
lindsaypickering22@gmail.com

The Independent Sports is brought to you by

Lincs’ special teams shine Friday, falter Sunday
By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys Lincolns put on a 
dominant showing in front of their 
fans at the PRC last Friday in a 4-1 
victory over the Sarnia Legionnaires.

While they controlled the majority of 
the play in the first period, outshoot-
ing the Legionnaires 16-4, Head 
Coach Jeff Bradley felt they were 
capable of playing at a higher level 
which he felt they reached in the fi-
nal 40 minutes.

“I didn’t love our engagement in the 
first period,” admitted Bradley. “We 
didn’t make it hard enough on [Jack] 
Martin. Even though we had 16 shots, 
not enough of them were hard saves 
to make. I think we did a much bet-
ter job in the second and third peri-
ods of competing and being hungry 
around the front of the net. We have 
to score more goals.”

After a scoreless first, the Lincolns 
broke the ice in the second peri-
od with Marcus Dashevksy pushing 
home his second goal of the season 
past goaltender Jack Martin. The goal 
capped off a shift where several lines 
for the Lincolns came at Sarnia in 
waves with excellent intensity in the 
offensive zone. Dashevsky’s goal was 
assisted by Adam Barkley and Chase 
MacQueen-Spence.

In the third period, despite the Lin-
colns continuing to dominate the 
game, a point shot by Matthew An-
derson hit off of a body in front and 
snuck past Colby Booth-Housego, 
the only blemish on his otherwise 
strong effort in the Lincs’ net.

The Legionnaires began a parade to 
the penalty box that gave the Lin-
colns a five-on-three powerplay. In 
the dying moments of the first pen-
alty, Adam Barkley whipped a wrist 
shot by Martin to put St. Marys back 
up by one. Just 15 seconds later, a 
bouncing puck more closely resem-
bling a ping-pong ball found its way 
into the net, a goal that was credited 
to Dashevsky and set a new Lincolns 
record for the two quickest power-
play goals.

In the final minute of the game, Ryan 
Cornfield potted an empty netter 
thanks to some strong forecheck-
ing. Cornfield also had an assist on 

Barkley’s powerplay goal along with 
MacQueen-Spence. The Head Coach 
noted Cornfield along with a fellow 
first-year forward were the team’s 
“two best forwards.”.

“The two Ryans, Cornfield and Hod-
kinson, I thought that was the best 
game they have both played as a 
Lincoln. They were engaged all 
night. Hodkinson brought a physi-
cal presence into his game, he didn’t 
shy away from any contact and was 
getting right to the front of the net. 
As for Cornfield, he was chirping at 
the other team and he hit everything 
that moved. He has an offensive 
touch so when he’s moving his feet 
and he’s engaged, he’s a really effec-
tive player.”

Hodkinson had five high-danger 
chances while Cornfield snapped 
an 11-game points drought with his 
two-point night.

Sarnia laid two hits from behind in 
the third that drew game miscon-
ducts and the ire of the Lincolns. 
Bradley praised his squad for their 
response while not getting too car-
ried away with their emotions.

“We want a response. We don’t want 
teams thinking they can get away 
with taking liberties with our guys I 
thought Jaden Shiell and a few oth-
er guys did a great job at providing 

that response. I don’t want our team 
taking needless, retaliatory players 
but we also want to have a response 
in moments like that. It can be a thin 
line to walk sometimes but I think 
we did a good job at having that re-
sponse while not taking anything 
needless.”

Penalties cost Lincs in Chatham

Their normally disciplined nature 
and air-tight penalty kill were any-
thing but in Chatham when the Ma-
roons pulled off a powerplay-fueled 
comeback, beating the Lincolns 4-3 
after being down 3-1 to start the 
third period.

The loss, in no uncertain terms, was 
gut-wrenching for the Lincolns.

“In the moment, it felt absolutely 
crushing,” Bradley stated. “We chal-
lenged our top guys before the game 
to give us more offence and we got 
that response right from the start. 
That first shift, the Lee-Spagno-
lo-VanSumeren line was one that we 
talked to and said we needed more 
from and they went out, had a dom-
inant shift, and got rewarded with a 
goal.”

Luca Spagnolo got the scoring start-
ed just 28 seconds into the game with 
assists going to Jaden Lee and Billy 
VanSumeren.

The scoring continued in the second 
with Cornfield scoring for the second 
straight game, this time on the pow-
erplay. MacQueen-Spence and Noah 
VandenBrink picked up the helpers. 
After a powerplay goal by Brendan 
Gouin cut the lead in half, the two-
goal deficit was restored on a gor-
geous tally by MacQueen-Spence, 
whose forehand-to-backhand beau-
ty was facilitated by a good play near 
the blueline by Colton Henderson.

Heading into the final 20 minutes, 
Bradley said the team knew to expect 
a big push by the Maroons but they 
didn’t execute on their strategy.

“We knew they were going to give a 
big push in the third. We misman-
aged the puck in our own zone too 
much and when it came to battling, 
Chatham won a lot of battles and we 
didn’t. We took six straight penal-
ties to end the game and whether we 
agree with every call or not doesn’t 
matter. We put ourselves in positions 
to get called and we made mistakes 
that we shouldn’t have made and 
our penalty kill couldn’t bail us out 
again.”

Three Chatham powerplays proved 
to be the difference in the third with 
Maroons scoring on each one, eras-
ing a 3-1 St. Marys lead to take it 4-3.

“We are doing good things and these 
players are working their tails off 
but the bottom line is we lost. We’re 
trying to get into that top tier in the 
league but right now, we’re in limbo a 
bit. I think, had we won against Cha-
tham, we would be in that top tier. We 
can look at the games we’ve lost and 
say we played well enough to win 
most of those but the fact is we didn’t 
and if we want to call ourselves a top 
team, we have to win.”

“I thought their hunger around the 
net continued getting much better. 
I’m never going to fault these guys 
for trying. We as a staff love the kids 
on this team. They are great kids and 
great players. They genuinely care 
about the team and we can tell that 
they care about us and the team by 
listening and doing everything we 
ask them to do. They all want to win 
and know what it takes, it’s just a 
matter of bringing that consistently.”

Jaden Lee helps protect the front of Colby Booth-Housego's net during last Fri-
day's St. Marys Lincolns game, a 4-1 win over the Sarnia Legionnaires.
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U16 A Boys win Regional Silver Stick
By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys Legion U16 A Boys St. 
Marys Rock are Regional Silver Stick 
Champions after a 3-2 overtime win 
this past Sunday over the Woolwich 
Wildcats in Owen Sound.

Head Coach Gord Cookson said the 
team was riding high after yet another 
banner weekend.

“It was a great weekend for sure,” 
Cookson told the Independent. “Even 
when we were down in a game, they 
kept their heads down and kept play-
ing. In the moments they didn’t have 
the lead, they were able to shake 
things off, have a short memory, and 
battle back by playing our game. Ev-
eryone had their moments where they 
really shone for us.”

Cookson described the message deliv-
ered to the team prior to the Champi-
onship game this past Sunday.

“Before the game, we told them that 
winners come out and are the best 
versions of themselves on champion-
ship days. That’s what we saw from 
them in that final game. It seems like 
they are always the best versions of 
themselves on championship days 
and this weekend was no exception.”

Before getting to Sunday’s final game 
against Woolwich, the Rock went un-
defeated in round-robin play, winning 
their first two games to clinch a spot 
in the semi-finals. They first defeated 
the Halton Hills Thunder by a score 
of 4-1 before doubling up the Colling-
wood Blues 4-2.

In the semis, St. Marys took on the 
Owen Sound Jr. Attack and once again, 
the Rock outlasted the opposition, re-
maining undefeated and punching 
their ticket to the finals with a 3-2 win 
over Owen Sound.

On Sunday, the Rock squared off 
against the Wildcats with the Regional 

Silver Stick banner at stake. St. Marys 
found themselves in an unfamiliar 
position as they trailed two differ-
ent times in the game. However, they 
clawed back to tie each time thanks to 
goals from Brody Higham and Dono-
van McGregor which forced overtime. 
In the extra frame, Andre Mollet pot-
ted the game-winner for the Rock to 
claim the Regional Silver Stick title.

Cookson said the team’s resiliency 
was crucial to their victory.

“The big thing for us was having no 
quit. We went down 1-0 early on but 
we kept on them and kept testing the 
goalie and eventually got it back. We 
fell behind again but we kept pushing 
and were able to get it to overtime. I 
think we had our legs underneath us 
and more gas in the tank in overtime 
and fortunately, we got the last goal.”

“We have that experience of winning 
and having the lead but we don’t have 
a ton of experience losing or playing 
from behind. Seeing them be able to 
persevere and not just give up when 
we were down was a big learning ex-
perience for our group because we’re 
not always going to play with the lead 
and it’s important that we have the re-
siliency to battle back like we did this 
weekend.”

The St. Marys Legion U16 A Boys St. Marys Rock won the Regional Silver Stick 
tournament this past weekend in Owen Sound. Pictured in the front row, from left 
to right, are Finn Wright, Reid Taylor, Myles Clinton, Grier Mahoney, Sam Johnson, 
Nathan Wolfkamp, Brody Higham, and Luke Binning. In the back, from left, are Eric 
Burford, Lucas Spence, Gord Cookson, Owen Dittmer, Hayden Wright, Andre Mol-
let, Evan Ballantyne, Evan Pym, Simon Taylor, Donavan McGregor, Danny Switzer, 
Eli Rovillos, Blake Lalande, Jared Ballantyne, Frasier Lewis, Kyle Spence, and 
Brendan Near. (Contributed photo)

100th Anniversary 
of the end of WW1

Lest we Forget
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FALL SPECIAL
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 
EXCLUSIVE PROMOTION:

25% OFF ON PUBLIC TEE TIMES FOR 9 OR 18 HOLES 
EVERY MONDAY AND TUESDAY AFTER 2PM. 

SIMPLY VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND USE THE PROMO 
CODE SCIENCEHILL25 AT CHECKOUT OR VISIT OUR 

SHOP TO APPLY THE CODE AT CHECK-IN

(519) 284-3621
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DCVI Sr. Girls basketball team outlasts Goderich in 
quarters
By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys DCVI Senior Girls 
basketball team opened their Hu-
ron-Perth Playoff schedule with a 
quarter-final victory over Goderich, 
winning 33-22 on their home court 
last Wednesday.

After a strong first quarter in which 
the Salukis outscored Goderich 12-4, 
the team struggled somewhat in the 
second and parts of the third, before 
eventually retaking control of the 
game en route to their 11-point vic-
tory. Head Coach Monica Ryan ex-
plained that both the good portions 
of the game, as well as the sluggish 
period, were all related to the team’s 
defensive intensity.

“We played tentatively at times,” Ryan 
admitted. “But, when we got back to 
our characteristic tough defence, it 
brought us back into the game and al-
lowed us to really spread things out. 
I think in the second quarter, we lost 
our defensive momentum. We lost our 
checks and we lost the ball pressure 
we’d had in the first which I think 
hurt us at both ends.”

Goderich led in scoring 10-3 in the 

second before the Salukis held a 7-2 
advantage in a low-event third quar-
ter. St. Marys led the scoring in the 
fourth 11-6.

Ryan also mentioned the keys to the 
team getting back to the brand of bas-
ketball that has made them successful 

this season. The DCVI Senior Girls 
finished third in the Huron-Perth 
regular season standings.

“Communication and focus are both 
big keys to our defensive system. I 
do ask them to do some fairly tricky 
things defensively and when we got 

back to communicating well and our 
focus was restored in the third, I think 
they executed on those things well 
and it allowed us to get more stops 
and, in turn, put up more points.”

Several of the team’s key players 
stepped up to lead the way in their 
own zone which Ryan said provided a 
boost for the rest of the team.

“Getting back to doing what we to do 
to maintain our defensive success is 
individually driven. Ellen Thorup and 
Eden Sinnett led the way with the 
tough defence that we needed and 
then Paige Barr and Anna Ropp also 
did a great job at getting us back to 
playing the way we want defensively.”

“All of those girls had really tough on-
ball pressure which is where it starts,” 
Ryan continued. “But, from there, I 
think what we also saw the girls im-
proving at our help defence and an-
ticipating what the next pass or play 
will be. Once you get one or a few 
starting to do those things, it spreads 
quickly throughout the entire team.”

Thorup and Niko Taylor led the team 
in points with seven while Barr put 
up six and Ropp scored five.

Ellen Thorup drives towards the basket during the St. Marys DCVI Senior Girls basket-
ball team’s quarter-final playoff game last Wednesday. (Photo by Spencer Seymour)

FOR SPORTS TIPS CONTACT SPENCER SEYMOUR
CALL OR TEXT 519-859-1049 OR EMAIL SPENCER.SEYMOUR88@GMAIL.COM
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Minor Sports Scrapbook

Everett Douglas fires a shot on goal during this past Sunday’s St. Marys Ford U9 
LL Boys 2 St. Marys Rock game.

Jack Bilyea rips a shot during the Dunny’s Source For Sports U10 A Boys St. 
Marys Rock game last Wednesday.

Cam Hughes maneuvers the puck down the boards during last Wednesday’s Home 
Hardware Building Centre U13 C Boys St. Marys Rock game.

Lachlan Gilchrist shovels home a goal after it trickles through the goalie’s five-
hole during last Thursday’s A.N.A.F. U15 A Boys St. Marys Rock game.

Ashton Ropp backhanded a puck on goal during the Finnbilt Contracting St. Marys 
Rock game this past Sunday.

Braydon Wheeler tracks a loose puck skipping by his blue paint during the St. 
Marys Fire Department U13 A Boys St. Marys Rock this past Monday.

SPORTS —
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63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6  
Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

www.samshomehardware.com 

Watch for the Gift and 
Toy Guide coming soon

Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys

FREE ESTIMATES

Phone/Text
226-921-1739

peter@hugheselectricalsolutions.com

DCVI Cross-Country runners compete at OFSAA
By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys DCVI Cross-Country team had their 
Novice and Junior Boys contingents qualify for OFSAA 
which was held this past weekend after the Salukis’ 
Cross-Country runners competed at WOSSAA late last 
month.

At OFSAA, the Novice Boys group of Charlie Bender, 
Nic Brintnell, Abe Bender, Vaughn Barr, and Ben Rob-
son captured the Bronze medal thanks to three top-50 
finishes. Charlie Bender took 23rd with Brintnell com-
ing in 27th and Abe Bender in 42nd.

In the Junior Boys division, two Salukis finished inside 
the top 50, with Kaleb Dingman finishing in the 18th 
spot and Myles Clinton claiming 33rd.

According to Cross-Country Head Coach Megan Bry-
an, a major key to the Novice Boys' success is their 
team-first mentality.

“What has impressed me about the Novice Boys team 
is that they are out there racing for the team,” Bryan 
told the Independent. “They are always very excited 
about the team's results and are driven to do the best 
they can to benefit the team. They rarely talk about 
what places they get individually and are more focused 
on the team's placing. They are all naturally athletic 
and have worked really hard this season and have all 
improved greatly as runners.”

To qualify for OFSAA, the Novice Boys left WOSSAA 
held during the last week of October as their divi-
sion’s champions thanks to Charlie Bender claiming 
first, Abe Bender finishing fourth, and Brintnell taking 
ninth.

In the Junior Boys category at WOSSAA, Dingman 
came in second while Clinton took fourth. Charlotte 
Richardson’s ninth-place finish at WOSSAA earned 
her a spot at OFSAA in the Novice Girls division. 
Meanwhile, Charlotte Clinton captured third in the Se-
nior Girls race at WOSSAA to earn her spot at OFSAA.

Pictured from left to right are Coach Megan Bryan, Vaughn Barr, Ben Robson, Abe Bender, Nic Brintnell, 
and Charlie Bender. The five boys made up the Novice Boys troop competing at OFSAA last Saturday and 
representing St. Marys DCVI. The Novice Boys squad came away as WOSSAA Champions during the final 
week of October. (Contributed photo)
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SKC students win seven medals at World Championship
By Spencer Seymour

For the first time in the local facility’s 
history, the Stonetown Karate Centre 
sent an all-women’s team to the World 
Karate Championships held recently 
in Orlando, Florida and they certainly 
didn’t disappoint.

The trio of Lisa Sheldon, Shannon 
Campbell, and Jalyne Lorentz com-
bined to bring home six medals on 
the global stage, facing competitors 
from 13 different countries. Those na-
tions represented included the USA, 
Canada, England, Guatemala, Puer-
to Rico, Mexico, Venezuela, Scotland, 
Ireland, Whales, Germany, Argentina, 
and Spain.

Sheldon captured three of the team’s 
medals including a pair of Golds, 
finishing atop the field in both the 
35+ Women (+85kg) and 42+ Wom-
en (+85kg) divisions of Light Con-
tact Continuous Fighting. In the 42+ 
Women (+85kg) Point Fighting, Shel-
don captured a Bronze.

Campbell added a pair of Bronze 
medals to the St. Marys haul including 
in the 42+ Women (-85kg) divisions of 
the Light Contact Continuous Fight-
ing and Point Fighting competitions.

Lorentz also picked up two Bronze 
medals while representing the local 
karate scene. The young Sensei took 

the Bronze in Classical Forms and 
Freestyle Forms in the 15-17-year-old 
division.

Sensei Jeremy Lorentz was beaming 
in his reviews of the local competitors.

“We couldn’t be more proud,” Lorentz 
told the Independent. “The amount of 
hours put into training for this event 

was extreme and it paid off for them 
all. Every moment of this journey was 
incredible to be a part of and we can't 
wait to see what these three competi-
tors have in store for 2024.”

The journey to the World Champion-
ships for the three local karate stu-
dents began with making the top eight 
at the Provincial tryouts on April 1st. 

They then had to crack the top four at 
the National Canadian Team Tryouts 
in Ottawa from May 19th to May 21st. 
Finally, they were on the road to the 
World Championships from October 
21st to October 27th where all three 
ladies became 2023 world title hold-
ers. 

Lorentz explained what he believes 
makes Sheldon, Campbell, and Lo-
rentz such strong competitors

“Their dedication to their craft is re-
markable. Each of them put so much 
time and hard work into trying to get 
better. They all have that mindset to 
constantly learn and alter their form 
and technique to constantly improve. 
They love and respect the sport and 
that passion for martial sports com-
bined with their dedication makes 
them such great competitors.” 

The Sensei also mentioned a frequent 
compliment given during the World 
Championships which matter just as 
much as the medals.

“Other competitors and judges at the 
event commented on our students’ 
sportsmanship and the respect they 
showed in and out of the ring. These 
are some of the core values we strive 
to teach at every class and it was 
amazing to see these values noticed at 
an international level of competition.”

Pictured from left to right are Shannon Campbell, Sensei Jalyne Lorentz, and Lisa 
Sheldon. The three Stonetown Karate Centre students recently competed at the 
World Karate Championships in Orlando, Florida and the trio combined for seven 
medals including two Golds. (Contributed photo)

DCVI Sr. Boys volleyball team 
takes one of two on the road
By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys DCVI Senior Boys vol-
leyball team won one of two games in 
their final regular-season outing last 
Tuesday when they visited Central 
Huron Secondary School.

In their first game of the day, the Sa-
lukis dropped two of the three sets 
against F.E. Madill. Head Coach Steve 
Chateauvert told the Independent 
that there were positives in the loss 
but several key factors ultimately led 
to coming out on the wrong end of the 
result.

“In the sets we lost, we struggled to 
pass consistently and made some un-
forced hitting errors,” said Chateau-
vert. “But we were still aggressive and 
willing to swing which I was definite-
ly happy to see. Oliver Black did a 
good job at the setting position while 

Arthur Douglas hit well from the left 
side.”

The second game of the day went 
much better for the DCVI Senior Boys 
against the host squad in Central Hu-
ron. DCVI enjoyed the higher skill 
level and as a result, they took the 
match in two straight sets, downing 
Central Huron 25-19 and 25-17.

According to Chateauvert, the game 
served as an opportunity for the 
group to continue getting their game 
in order ahead of the post-season.

“We did well against Central Huron 
and we got rewarded for it as we won 
both sets. Cyler Pickering and Trev-
or Aarts did well at the middle posi-
tion, getting more comfortable with 
the pace of the game and with what 
they need to do on both offence and 
defence.”

FOR SPORTS TIPS CONTACT SPENCER SEYMOUR
CALL OR TEXT 519-859-1049 OR EMAIL SPENCER.SEYMOUR88@GMAIL.COM
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By Alizon Sharun

St. Marys is a poetry friendly town 
with a vibrant poetry circle that 
meets every month. Earlier this year 
Mayor Al Strathdee and the Town 
Councillors proclaimed April Poet-
ry Month in St. Marys, aligning with 
National Poetry Month across Can-
ada. The St. Marys Poetry Circle, 
supported by the Public Library and 
downtown businesses, offered sever-
al opportunities to experience poet-
ry, including public readings, busking 
and posting poems in store windows. 
Melissa Barton, owner of Riverwalk 
Commons, also hosted an elegant 
Lunch with the Poets, featuring Poet 
in Residence Ronna Bloom.

In her work as a hospital adminis-
trator, Melissa encouraged programs 
using the Arts in healthcare initia-
tives and recognized a link between 
poetry and mental health. She says 
“both reading and writing poetry of-
fer meditative self-reflection which 
is highly recommended and even 
prescribed for mental health and 
well-being.”

Riverwalk Commons is again the 
venue for an exciting poetry expe-
rience this Friday, titled “These Mo-
ments We Have”, which features 
London poet, Joanne Stryker. Dan 
Welcher, an internationally recog-
nized composer, also a poem contrib-
utor, will complement the readings 
with his music. They will be joined 
by fellow members of The St. Marys 
Poetry Circle, Rosemary Radcliffe 
and Alizon Sharun, whose poems 
are included because they either in-
spired one of Joanne’s or otherwise 
connected thematically.

Before the Covid-19 pandemic, Jo-
anne spoke with Dan Welcher about 
a music and poetry collaboration. In 
his career as a composer and Profes-
sor of Music, Dan set, performed and 
recorded many poems for vocal and 
orchestra or small ensembles.

When Carl Stevenson of the Blyth 
Festival Art Gallery invited Joanne 
to be a featured reader in the 2023 
summer poetry reading series, the 

creative project with Dan took flight. 
The overall theme emerged as a cel-
ebration of connections with family 
and friends, the natural world and 
the translucent memories and mo-
ments, which can heal and illuminate 
our lives.

From Joanne’s selection, Dan chose 
poems where he could develop an 
over-arching emotive theme or leit 
motif for the different sections and 
tempos of the program. The result is 
a brilliant 
and mov-
ing under-
score to 
the images 
stirred by 
the spoken 
words.

Poetry in-
vites a 
deep per-
sonal re-
sponse to 
life’s ex-
periences 

and makes connections with the lis-
tener by describing the true essence 
of an emotion. Joanne is just such a 
poet who uses the authentic fabric of 
her life and observations. She sug-
gests that, “The seed for my poems is 
often in a lived experience, but then 
they take on a life of their own.”

Born of Dutch immigrants, who set-
tled in Huron and Wellington Coun-
ties, Joanne grew up near Clinton. 
She began writing poems in adoles-

cence “as a way to discover and get in 
touch with emotions.” Joanne trained 
as a journalist and worked as an ed-
itorial assistant for a cattle magazine 
in Calgary before returning to On-
tario to raise her children. A degree 
in education led to teaching Adult 
Education classes and then to a high 
school program for at-risk youth.

After the devastating loss of her adult 
daughter, Joanne’s poems flooded out 
over a three-month span. A hiatus 
followed before the editing of After 
began. (Several of those mourning 
poems will be featured in Friday’s 
recital.) A publisher in the UK en-
couraged her to compile the poems 
into a sequence, which resulted in a 
resonant and deeply compassionate 
collection, which was a winner in the 
Cinnamon Press International Poetry 
Pamphlet Award.

Reserve your seat online at rw-
commons.com; or by calling (647) 
992-9620, or in person at Riverwalk 
Commons, 84, Water Street South, 
St.Marys- (Open Wednesdays from 
9am to 3pm or other days by ap-
pointment.) Seating is limited for 
this event slated for Friday, Novem-
ber 10 at 7pm. Light refreshments 
will be served.

Admission is free and a donation 
is invited to support CMHA Huron 
Perth Addiction and Mental Health 
Services.

Please send comments and proposed 
topics for Arts articles to - smindepen-
dentarts@gmail.com

These Moments We Have - An Evening of Poetry with Music

Riverwalk Commons 
(647)-992-9620 
84, Water St South, St.Marys,        
N4X 1A2 

ADMISSION BY DONATION: 
Reserve tickets rwcommons.com 
Proceeds to support CMHA   
Huron Perth Addiction and Mental 
Health Services

 AN EVENING OF POETRY 
WITH JOANNE STRYKER 
AND GUESTS FROM THE ST.MARYS 
POETRY CIRCLE ~ 
WITH ORIGINAL MUSIC BY DAN WELCHER 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2023~ 7PM 
Light refreshments available 

“These 
Moments 
We Have”

I do what is mine to do. Then the small 
bird of my heart 
opens its wings and flies out 
into sunlight, and I see that 

everything is love, just being what it must, 
quietly accomplishing all.

- Joanne Stryker

SMALL BIRD

Joanne Stryker & Dan Welcher

Baking ✶ Produce ✶ Breakfast 
Preserves ✶ Youth boothsThe St. Marys Farmers’ Market

Indoor market at Pyramid Centre
Saturday, Nov. 11

8 am to noon (Community Hall)

 
 

Connect with us for updates!
Thank you to 2023 sponsor National Farmers Union, Perth/Oxford Local

Moment of silence at 11 am for Remembrance Day
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Meowmosa
Brunch
Sunday, Nov. 19th

$75 Per Ticket
St. Mary’s Golf & 

Country Club

All Proceeds Go Towards The
Stratford Perth Humane Society

kwsphumane.ca

│ www.hpha.ca        

Join the Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance at our upcoming 
Community Connection events! 

We will provide an update on the activities happening 
across the Alliance, including our proposed amalgamation. 
We’ll also be celebrating the accomplishments of our team 
with the presentation of our annual Awards of Excellence.   

 

November 20, 2023 at 7 p.m.  
St. Marys - Pyramid Recreation Centre 

November 21, 2023 at 7 p.m.  
Seaforth & District Community Centre 

November 22, 2023 at 7 p.m.  

Clinton - Central Huron Community Complex - Libro Hall 

November 23, 2023 at 7 p.m.  
Stratford Rotary Complex - Community Hall A 

 

 Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance             
Community Connections 

Engage │Learn │Celebrate              
Honouring the men and women of the Canadian and Allied

Army, Navy, Air Force and Merchant Marine,
Who fought for freedom and a better life for us all.

We will remember their valiant deeds.
AllRoads Dodge

St. Marys Santa Claus Parade 
November 17th at 7:00

Foodland will be collecting new 
and gently used winter wear, 

scarves, hats, mittens etc. during 
the Santa Clause Parade.
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Rivermoira Cottage open for short-term rentals
By Stewart Grant

There might not be a nic-
er vantage point to view St. 
Marys than from the east side 
of Robinson Street, looking 
out over the Little Falls and 
towards our charming down-
town.

It’s a view that residents Jack-
ie and Steve Cousins have 
enjoyed for many years – as 
had their longtime neighbour, 
Moira, who resided down the 
street at 29 Robinson.

Recently, Moira approached 
the Cousins with a proposal 
– would they be interested in 
buying her place when she 
moved?

“She knew we would not tear 

her place down,” Jackie told 
the Independent of why she 
thought Moira asked.

Never afraid of tackling a 
new adventure, the Cousins 
agreed to the transaction and 
Jackie thus began the pro-
cess of renovating “Rivermoi-
ra Cottage” and establishing 
it as a short-term rental for 
people to enjoy as a getaway 
in St. Marys.

“Although it was not a project 
that I anticipated doing, we 
are very happy with the re-
sults,” said Jackie, whose ex-
perience in short term rent-
als includes growing up on 
Pelee Island where her fami-
ly rented cottages and bed & 
breakfasts.

The house at 29 Robinson 
Street was built in 1887 and 
has housed many families 
over the years including 
Fred and Dorothy Anderson 
who lived there between the 
1940s and early 1960s. One 
of the first rental bookings at 
Rivermoira came from Fred 
and Dorothy’s granddaughter 
who organized a family re-
union there, recalling memo-
ries of past family gatherings 
held at the property.

The renovated space sleeps 
six people comfortably with-
in its three bedrooms, with 
potential for two more by uti-
lizing the fold out queen size 
sofa bed on the main floor. 
There is a fully equipped 
kitchen, a back deck and sun-

room (each with a view of the 
river), dining area, and a liv-
ing room with a flatscreen TV.

Jackie has established a web-

site for Rivermoira Cottage 
at ilovestmarys.weebly.com. 
For more information, email 
jackiecousins56@gmail.com 
or call 519-630-2627.

Recently, descendants of Fred and Dorothy Anderson rented the 
renovated “Rivermoira Cottage” for a reunion at 29 Robinson 
Street in St. Marys where the Anderson family resided from the 
1940s to the early 1960s. The home, just a short walk from the 
downtown, now provides St. Marys’ newest short-term rental op-
portunity.

COMMUNITY —

2020 Hyundai Ioniq Electric 

$31,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 33,380 KM

2021 Mazda 3 Sport

$31,598 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 33,718 KM

2021 Dodge Challenger R/T

$52,598 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 15,119 KM

2020 Ford Escape Titanium Hybrid

$35,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 10,215 KM

2022 Honda Civic EX

$30,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 16,985 KM

2021 Nissan Rogue SV

$37,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 31,040 KM

2021 VW Atlas Cross Sport R

$49,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 47,830 KM

2020 Ford Fusion Hybrid

$31,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 21,343 KM

2022 Toyota Carolla

$28,598 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 29,999 KM

2022 Mazda CX-9 Touring

$45,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 21,998 KM

2020 Nissan Kicks SV

$26,495 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 42,985 KM

2019 Ford Mustang Gt

$42,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 30,964 KM

2019 Infiniti QX50 Essential

$32,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 55,509 KM

EARLY BLACK FRIDAY DEALS, YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS!

STRATFORD NISSAN

Preferred

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

BAD CREDIT... NO PROBLEM!. We work with multiple banks and credit unions to get you APPROVED with LOWEST RATE POSSIBLE! All Credit 
Approved with $0 Down.

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519.273.3119

www.stratfordnissan.com

STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00  PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon.-Fri. 8:00-5:00
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COMMUNITY —

As part of Giving Tuesday St. Marys, 
the Celebrate St. Marys team is col-
lecting stories of good deeds done by 
neighbours in St. Marys and area.

If you have a story of something won-
derful your neighbour has done for 
you, please write it up and submit it.

A book of stories will be made avail-
able both online and in hard copies at 
the St. Marys Public Library.

Make sure your story is included!

1. Deadline for Submissions

• For your story to be included as part 
of the project launch on Giving Tues-
day, please submit by November 25, 
2023.

• Final deadline for submissions to be 
included in project story book is De-
cember 15, 2023.

2. Story Format

• Title of good neighbour story

• Maximum of 500 words. Please do 
not include your neighbour’s name

• Your name for our records

• Whether you give permission for 
your name to be published in the list 
of contributors: Y or N

• The name of your street or the area 
in or around St. Marys where you and 
your neighbour live (or lived in at the 
time of that your story)

3. How to submit 

• Email your story to Celebratest-
marys19@gmail.com

• Write your story on paper and sub-
mit it to the St. Marys Library or the 
drop box at the Pyramid Centre

• PM your story to the Celebrate St. 
Marys Facebook page https://www.
facebook.com/CelebrateStMarys

Note: Stories will be edited for typos, 
unacceptable language and names.

Selected stories will be posted on the 
Celebrate St. Marys Facebook page 
during the period that submissions 
are being collected.

Love your neighbour? 
Tell us why!

Buying or selling your
home, cottage or land?

Call Joseph Marcaccio
Sales Representative

519-703-4346
Email: jmarcaccio55@gmail.com

158 Queen St. E., St. Marys
519-284-9966

www.stonehomecreatives.ca

Bryn Luckhardt, N.P.D
519-272-3408 • bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com

www.luckhardtlandworks.com
ST. MARYS, ONTARIO

CALL US FOR YOUR DEMOLITION, BULLDOZING 
& CONCRETE BREAKING NEEDS
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By Mary Smith

Every year in November, St. Marys 
people gather at the cenotaph beside 
the town hall for ceremonies marking 
Remembrance Day. In fact, there are 
two gatherings. One has already tak-
en place. Last Sunday, a mild and sun-
ny November 5, the day of Remem-
brance began with a church service in 
St. James Anglican Church with mem-
bers of the Royal Canadian Legion as 
guests. They then returned to the Le-
gion by bus to be part of the parade to 
the cenotaph for the mid-day ceremo-
nies. Led by a pipe band, area politi-
cians and the Scouts marched as well. 
The familiar service of commemora-
tion included the Last Post, two min-
utes of silence, our National Anthem 
and God Save the King. Wreaths were 
laid by representatives from all levels 
of government, veterans’ organiza-
tions, service clubs, industries, busi-
nesses – all doing so in gratitude for 
the service of those whose names are 
on the monument. Later in the after-
noon, a similar service was held at the 
cenotaph in Rannoch.

This coming Saturday morning, on 
the actual Remembrance Day, No-
vember 11, another ceremony will be 
held at the cenotaph for St. Marys and 
area residents who wish to attend. 
There will be an honour guard from 
the Legion and Mayor Al Strathdee 
will lead a similar moving service of 
commemoration. The two minutes of 
silence will be observed at 11 a.m., 
recognizing that the Armistice to end 
the hostilities of World War I was 
declared at the eleventh hour of the 
eleventh day of the eleventh month 
of 1918. The statue of the Canadi-
an soldier of World War I on the top 
of the cenotaph has overseen these 
ceremonies for decades. He is a sym-
bolic representation of all those who 
served in a Canadian uniform during 
the Great War. The statue is symbolic: 
the 65 names carved on the cenotaph 
plinth were real men who once lived 
and worked right here in St. Marys.

It was while attending one of these 
cenotaph services that Richard Holt 
(1948-2017) realized that there was 
a disconnect between these carved 
names and the people who were at-
tending the ceremony. A few names 
on the cenotaph, such as Near and 
Richardson, were familiar; they be-
longed to families who were still rep-
resented in town. But for most of the 
others, the direct connection to St. 
Marys had been lost in time. When 
the service was over, Rick turned to 
the man standing next to him and, 
choosing a cenotaph name at random, 
asked if he knew anything about him. 
The man replied that he knew noth-
ing. From that point, it became Rick’s 

mission to learn what he could about 
these men who had died while in the 
service of their country and also to 
share this information with the com-
munity.

Although he was a relatively new res-
ident of St. Marys at that time, Rick 
Holt had family connections to St. 
Marys. He was born in 1948 into a 
military family and the Holts lived in 
a number of places as he was grow-
ing up. However, until he was 14, he 
regularly spent summers with his 
maternal grandparents, Gottfried and 
Laura Larsson. His grandfather was 
trained as an engineer in his native 
Sweden. He immigrated to Canada 
and when St. Marys Cement began 
operations in 1912, Larsson was the 
company’s first chemist. Rick joined 
the Canadian Forces (Reserve) in 
1965 and the Regular Forces in 1969. 
He served with the Royal Winnipeg 
Rifles and the Royal Canadian Regi-
ment, retiring in 2004 with the rank 
of Lieutenant-Colonel. When he was 
reaching the final years of his ac-
tive service, he and his wife, Victoria, 
looked for a home where they could 
settle permanently and raise their 
family. They chose St. Marys, buying a 
house on Thomas Street.

Always fascinated by history, Rick 
took the opportunity while he was 
based at Wolseley Barracks to take 
courses towards a history degree at 
Western University. He also became 
involved with the St. Marys Museum, 
serving on the board and undertaking 
a number of research projects related 
to local history. When he came to the 

Museum looking for assistance for a 
new project – researching every name 
on the cenotaph – his proposal was 
greeted with enthusiasm. Over the 
next three years, Rick,

with his military connections, found 
the service records of the 65 men. 
Stationed in Ottawa for some of this 
time, he delved into military person-
nel records in government archives 
there. St. Marys Museum staff and 
volunteers helped him discover local 
connections, using such resources as 
newspaper obituaries and cemetery 
recordings, as well as census records 
for the area. In 1995 and 1996, he 
produced two booklets with capsule 
histories of the men named on the 
town’s cenotaph and on the memori-
als in adjacent townships. These were 
issued as inserts in the St. Marys 
Journal Argus.

The Fallen, published almost 20 years 
later – the book’s cover is shown with 
this column – was a greatly revised 
and improved version of the earlier 
newsprint booklets. It was printed on 
high-quality paper with a full-colour 
cover but, for Rick, the improvements 
to the text were the most important. 
When he retired from the Canadian 
Forces, he devoted himself to full-
time post-graduate studies. In 2012, 
he received his PhD (History) from 
Western University. His field was Ca-
nadian Military History and his the-
sis, Filling the Ranks, dealt with the 
recruitment of soldiers for the Cana-
dian Expeditionary Force from 1914 
to 1918. Rick was a much more ex-
perienced researcher by the time he 

undertook the revisions of the earlier 
booklets, able to correct and expand 
on many of his original short biogra-
phies. Also, by 2014, more resource 
material was available on-line – the 
Canadian censuses, for example – and 
so it was possible to fill in some of the 
details that couldn’t be found earli-
er. The Fallen was released in 2014, 
the 100th anniversary of the start of 
World War I.

The book is in two sections. The first 
provides background stories for the 
men who died in World War I, named 
on the cenotaphs in St. Marys and in 
Rannoch, with names from the Blan-
shard Township community. There 
are a few cases where the names ap-
peared on both the St. Marys and the 
Rannoch cenotaphs but altogether, 
84 men are commemorated. Photo-
graphs of the men are included if they 
could be found. Their war service is 
described and the circumstances of 
their deaths. Most of them had enlist-
ed in the army but the stories include 
an Able Seaman attached to the Royal 
Navy, one member of the Royal Army 
Medical Corps, and two cadets in the 
Royal Flying Corps who died in train-
ing flights. Some were from families 
who had lived in this area for genera-
tions. Others were recent immigrants. 
In civilian life, they had been farm-
ers, labourers, railway men, univer-
sity students, bankers, teachers, and 
skilled craftsmen. Above all, they had 
been sons, brothers, husbands, and 
fathers. The second part of The Fall-
en gives biographies of the 55 men 
commemorated in St. Marys and Ran-
noch who died in World War II. The 
deaths of local men in this second war 
occurred in all three branches of the 
Forces – Army, Navy and Air Force – as 
well as two men who were Merchant 
Mariners. As many surviving relatives 
as possible were identified in the bi-
ographies for both wars to help place 
the men in a family and community 
context.

Rick Holt died on April 17, 2017, a 
victim of ALS. Just a month earlier, he 
had the pleasure of seeing his thesis, 
Filling the Ranks, published by Mc-
Gill-Queen’s University Press, a valu-
able reference for future researchers. 
Every year since then, Remembrance 
Day services also bring memories of 
Rick and the meaning he restored to 
the names on the cenotaph. Last Sun-
day, as part of the Remembrance Day 
ceremony, Mayor Al Strathdee relat-
ed the story of William Near, the top 
name on the south side of the ceno-
taph. The details of his enlistment, 
service in Belgium, death from ene-
my shellfire and his surviving family 
in St. Marys were taken from Richard 
Holt’s The Fallen.

HISTORIC ST. MARYS: Richard Holt and the St. Marys Cenotaph Project

HISTORY —

Richard Holt’s book, The Fallen, gives capsule histories of all the men listed on the 
cenotaphs in St. Marys and Rannoch. The photographs of the two cenotaphs were 
taken by Sean Camp in 2014. The Fallen is in the St. Marys Public Library and is 
available for sale at the St. Marys Museum.
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$499$499

Season Nov. 1 - Apr. 15. Walkway shovelling and ice control extra.

Use promo code “save25” before Nov 1st
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Looking for fun fall programs? Make an origa-
mi heart with a kind message inside at our Kind-
HEARTedness Origami PA Day program, Novem-
ber 17 at 11:30am. Write some love into the world!

Don’t Worry, Be Crafty! Our monthly adult paint 
night meets November 29 at 6:00pm. Blend the 
rules, paint mistakes, and get crafty! Registration 
required.

To register, please visit library.middlesex.ca/events 
or contact library staff at 519-461-1150.

We have fantastic drop-in programs, too. Story-
time is the place to be for little ones and caregivers, 
Tuesdays at 10:30am. Afterschool Hangout meets 
Thursdays at 4:30pm. Join us each week for a dif-
ferent craft or game.

It’s National Novel Writing Month. Check out our 
writing resources in branch and get working on 
your masterpiece!

Staff at the Dorchester and Thorndale branch-

es would like to extend a special thank you to 
the Thorndale Lions and supporters of the Wings 
& Trivia night held on Friday, October 20 at the 
Thorndale Lions Community Centre. More than 
80 participants gathered for an evening of fun and 
food while showing their support of our local orga-
nizations. 

As always, feel free to drop in, call us at 519-461-
1150, or email us at thorndale_staff@middlesex.ca 
with any questions or to register for upcoming pro-
grams. See you at the library!

Whats happening at the 
Thorndale Library

COLUMN —

STRATFORD KIA CERTIFIED PRE-OWNEDSTRATFORD KIA CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED

2022 Kia Forte EX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
25,924 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Kia Soul EX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
49,307 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2020 Kia Soul EX

$28,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,098 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia K5 GT-Line

$43,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
25,122 km

All-Wheel Drive

2023 Kia Telluride SX

$64,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,620 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Kia Forte LX

$26,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
46,884 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia Forte EX

$32,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
15,251 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2020 Kia Soul EX

$27,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
23,023 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Kia Forte EX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
41,207 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia Forte GT-Line

$36,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
36,880 km

Front-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2021 Kia Soul EV 2022 Kia K5 GT

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
47,979 km

$44,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
42,936 km

All-Wheel Drive Front-Wheel Drive

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

Bad or Challenging Credit? No problem!  Everyone is approved, some conditions apply.Bad or Challenging Credit? No problem!  Everyone is approved, some conditions apply.

2021 Kia Forte EX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
49,005 km

Front-Wheel Drive

Winners of Legion Elimination Draw October 28, 2023

Thank you for your support. 

Early Bird   $400.00  Dave Carlberg
1st Ticket   $200.00  Vivian Rosseel
50th Ticket   $50.00  Toni Bradley
100th Ticket  $150.00  Brady Rowland
150th Ticket  $50.00  Dave Marshall
200th Ticket  $150.00  Nicholas Marchain
250th Ticket  $50.00  Chris Brundson
300th Ticket  $300.00  Mike Bannerman
350th Ticket  $50.00  Suzanne Sharp
Due to a bookkeeping error between the 350th Ticket and the 
400th Ticket, which was not discovered until after the 500th Ticket 
was drawn, there were two winners for the next three draws.
400th Ticket  $200.00  Mark Hedberg
400th Ticket  $200.00  St. Marys Fire Dept.
450th Ticket  $50.00  Vic Mansfiel
450th Ticket  $50.00  Paula McEwan
500th Ticket  $200.00  John Heard
500th Ticket  $200.00  Tom Cawston
550th Ticket  $100.00  Glen Spearin
598th Ticket  $250.00  Blair Gorvett
599th Ticket  $300.00  Garry Brunsdon
600th Ticket  $2000.00  Don Feeney
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THORNDALE
WEEKLY NEWS

RUN YOUR THORNDALE 
BASED AD HERE!

Affordable advertising prices to meet every budget!

CONTACT US AT THORNDALEONTARIONEWS@GMAIL.COM

Trumpeter Ted Bestard plays during last year's Re-
membrance Day service.  (Photo credit: Nancy Abra)

By Nancy Abra

Last week on November 1st eve-
ning, the Municipality of Thames 
Centre hosted an information 
open house at the Thorndale Li-
ons Community Centre on the 
preliminary results of the Stra-
tegic Plan’s Community Survey. 
This information gathered is in-
tended to guide Council and staff 
in prioritizing budgets, policies, 
and local municipal services for 
the next four years. Mayor Shar-
ron MacMillan and Chief Admin-
istrative Officer, David Barrick, 
along with a couple staff mem-
bers were on hand to answer 
questions.

The Strategic Plan survey pro-
vided the residents, business 
owners and people who work in 
Thames Centre the opportunity 
to comment, input and reflect on 
their needs and values of their 

community. The demographics 
of survey respondents were 86% 
residents of which 34.1% were 
identified from the Thorndale 
area.

In the 2021 Canada Census, the 
population of Thames Centre in-
creased 6% from 2016 to 2021. 
Community members were asked 
to respond to this growth rate, 
with 52.76% indicated the growth 
rate was too high, 34.12% indicat-
ed they either liked the growth 
rate or it should be higher and 
13.12% offered no opinion. As 
for housing, a significant number 
of respondents commented the 
future residential development 
should be focused on young fam-
ilies purchasing their first home 
and housing options to allow se-
niors to live in the municipality 
longer.

Strategic Plan survey partici-

pants were also asked to rank the 
municipality's services by impor-
tance and performance. Fire and 
police services ranked the high-
est in importance to the respon-
dents. As for performance, ‘fire 
services’ ranked ‘above expecta-
tions’ with ‘Council info’ ranked 
‘below expectations’. By-law ser-
vices, Planning and Police ser-
vices were ranked with a failing 
performance.

This survey identified four com-
mon themes that prioritize ar-
eas for improvement within the 
Municipality of Thames Centre. 
These strategic priorities are as 
follows: Smart Planning, Com-
munity Communications & En-
gagement, Active Living and Eco-
nomic Development. There was a 
listing of recommendations for 
each of these themes that were 
posted as well as this open house 
information session.

Strategic Plan Open House held 
in Thorndale

By Nancy Abra

The Municipality of Thames Cen-
tre announced last Friday, No-
vember 3rd, that they have been 
awarded a $85,000.00 grant from 
the Ontario Trillium Foundation 
for the Thorndale Community 
Park Accessibility Enhancement 
Project. The objective of this 
project is to improve the accessi-
bility by leveling and paving the 
existing walking path system.

Thames Centre CAO, David Bar-
rick stated “We've increased our 
efforts in submitting grants like 
this to support our community 
and alleviate property tax bur-
den pressures. This successful 
grant award further motivates 
us to continue delivering for our 

Municipality.”

The Thorndale Community Park 
serves a growing and vibrant 
community with a wide range of 
amenities from field sports and 
playground to numerous commu-
nity centre activities. To ensure 
that this space is accessible to 
all, including those with mobility 
barriers and visual impairments, 
the current walking path system 
will be transformed to provide a 
safe and enjoyable experience 
for everyone.

The project has received wide-
spread support from the commu-
nity, with backing from the Coun-
ty's Accessibility Coordinator, 
Montieth Brown Planning Con-
sultants, and the Thorndale Op-

timist Club. Feedback gathered 
through open houses and an on-
line survey as part of the Com-
munity Services Master Plan Up-
date has further reinforced the 
need for these improvements.

“It's always great to be able to 
share exciting news with the 
community,” stated Mayor Shar-
ron MacMillan, “especially re-
garding the enhancement of the 
walking system at Thorndale 
Community Park. We look for-
ward to the positive impact this 
improvement will have on our 
community.” 

Source: www.thamescentre.on.ca/
articles/thames-centre-award-
ed-ontario-tr i l l ium-founda-
tion-grant-

Thames Centre Awarded OTF Grant 
for Thorndale Community Park 
Accessibility Enhancement Project

Lest we forget

By Nancy Abra

The population of Canda in 1914 when World War 
1 broke out was approximately 7.8 million. By the 
end of this war 600,000 men signed up to fight, 
some with direct ties to Great Britain and some 
young men just wanting an adventure. More than 
10% or 66,000 of these brave souls lost their lives 
in this conflict and more than 172,000 were wound-
ed. As for World War 2, over 45,000 Canadian uni-
formed men and women died, with another 55,000 
wounded.

On November 11th in villages, towns, and cities 
across Canada and around the world, people will 
gather to pay homage to these brave men and 
women who sacrificed their lives for our freedom 
in these wars and in military conflicts since.

At 10:45am on November 11th, at the cenotaph at 
the corners of Harrison and King Streets in Thorn-
dale, there will a Remembrance service and the lay-
ing of memorial wreaths. As in the past few years, 
Jodi McGuffin will read out the profile of two of the 
names on the cenotaph who never returned from 
war. Lest we never forget.

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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Seniors know a lot, 
but there’s always 
more to learn.

Help ensure your later years are safe and 
secure by learning about programs, services, 
and information available for seniors.

Canada.ca/seniors
1 800 O-Canada

Gov-of-Canada_Print_Newspaper_ON_10.25x6.8571_Tavistock.indd   1Gov-of-Canada_Print_Newspaper_ON_10.25x6.8571_Tavistock.indd   1 2023-10-13   4:47 PM2023-10-13   4:47 PM

Recycling the Halloween Pumpkins

Sue and Greg Fowler on Trillium Crescent had quite the collection of pumpkins and hay bales dropped off at their place after Halloween.  Sue had reached out on social 
media that they were collecting jack o' lanterns for the DeWetering Family Farm again for their animals.  The pile kept growing and it ended up taking 2 trailers to haul 
them away.  Thanks to the DeWetering family and some great neighbors on Trillium for helping to load them up.  Pumpkins without paint, candle wax, staples and tooth 
picks can be used as a good food source for livestock.

COMMUNITY —
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New Cars Arriving Daily at Stratford Kia

Sales, Service & Parts

2024 Kia EV6

2024 Seltos

2024 Kia Niro EV

2024 Kia Forte 2024 Kia Sorento

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

Your hearing helps you stay connected 
to those who matter most, enjoy all 
the sights and sounds around you, and 
maintain a good quality of life.

Get your hearing checked by a licensed 
hearing care professional at your local 
Connect Hearing clinic.

Don’t miss out on the 
sounds that you love.
Check your hearing.

Book your FREE* hearing test today!
1.888.850.9979  •  connecthearing.ca

VAC, WCB, WSIB, ADP & ODSP accepted. Part of the WorkSafeBC provider network. ®CAA and CAA logo trademarks owned by, and use is authorized by, the Canadian Automobile Association. CAA RewardsTM used by the Canadian Automobile 
Association. *Hearing evaluations/tests are free for all customers over the age of 50. Some conditions and exclusions may apply. See clinic for details.†Based on national physician referrals over the tenure of the corporation’s Canadian business 
operations compared to the disclosed referral count of leading competitors. ‡Save up to $2,000 on a pair of Select technology level Sonova hearing aids; 15% off Advanced level; and 10% off Standard level with a valid CAA membership. This offer is 
a tiered rebate determined by which level of Sonova Hearing Technology purchased. Offer expires September 30, 2023. Some conditions apply. See clinic for details.

Save up to $2,000 on a pair of Select level 
hearing aids with your CAA membership!‡

NEW!
Ask us about 
Hearing Aid 

Rental

Rewards

CHCA24_St. Marys Independent_10.3x6.3.indd   1CHCA24_St. Marys Independent_10.3x6.3.indd   1 30/06/2023   2:49:52 PM30/06/2023   2:49:52 PM
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By VJ Knutson

I’ve been thinking of asking for a 
recipe for borscht, but after having 
witnessed several different cooks 
prepare this traditional Ukrainian 
dish, I have concluded that written 
recipes likely don’t exist. Instead, 
I’ll offer an observational rendi-
tion:

Collect your ingredients: on-
ion, potato, carrot, cabbage, meat 
(chicken wings, or ribs), fresh 
herbs, garlic, salt and pepper, and, 
of course, beets. Scrub and clean 
the vegetables, and dice or shred 
them. Lightly sauté the vegetables 
in a large pot and add water, meat, 
herbs, and spices. Cook till meat 
and vegetables are tender and an 
aromatic broth has evolved. Serve 
warm with sour cream and a side 
of bread.

Every cook’s final outcome is 
slightly different – their signa-
ture dish. I make soup all the time. 
Some prechopped veggies, a con-
tainer of chicken broth and pre-
cooked chicken, and it’s good to 
go. Not Ukrainians though. Noth-
ing they make begins with a can or 
any pre-processed food. I couldn’t 
even begin to explain the process 
of making perogies.

That’s why when we come together 
for a gathering, as we did last Sat-
urday, I am amazed that the wom-
en have found time to cook up the 
offerings they presented. There 
were buns filled with cheese and 
onion, apple squares, sugar do-
nuts, chocolate squares - lots of 
chocolate - and Ric’s favourite, Na-
poleon cake.

It was our first chance to get to-
gether since Spring, and every-
one was happy to have this time 
to reunite, thanks to the St Marys 
United Church. The children were 
gone in a flash, happy to find their 
friends and make new ones. Moms 
settled their food on the table, 
and gathered around the coffee 
pot. Men caught up on men talk. 
Friends from the community came 
and there were hugs of recognition 
all around.

The highlight for me was seeing 
the babies: no longer newborns, 
but crawling, wriggling little per-
sonalities. Was it really a year ago 
that we surprised a then pregnant 
Alona with a baby shower, just 
days before her David was born? 
So much has happened in the past 
year. Happy first birthday, David, 

born on Remembrance Day.

Volunteers in Stratford are hosting 
a community event on November 
19th, bringing together Ukraini-
ans and Canadians for a sharing 

of traditional dishes. The event, 
which will be held from 2 – 5 pm, 
is at the Falstaff Family Centre, 35 
Waterloos St N in Stratford. Not a 
fundraiser, this event hopes to cre-
ate stronger community ties. Infor-
mation will also be available about 
services in support of newcomers. 
St Marys and area residents are 
welcome as well.

On a sadder note, it has come to 
my attention that many fami-
lies, Canadian and Ukrainian, are 
struggling to put food on the table. 
The high cost of housing, and food, 
with little in the way of wage in-
creases, has taken its toll. It’s not 
hard to do the math. I know that 
there are many

services in town that help, but I 
can only imagine they are feeling 
the pinch. At our house, we are 
looking for ways to top up local 
services – either financially, or by 
donating food goods. Please join us 
in this mission.

Till next time.

COLUMN —
HOSTING UKRAINE:  What’s Cooking?

Friends of the Library
BOOK SALE

Wednesday, November 8th
10:00am-8:00pm

Thursday, November 9th
10:00am-8:00pm

Friday, November 10th
10:00am-5:00pm

Saturday, November 11th
12:00pm-4:00pm

Thousands of fantastic used books, CDs and DVDs
are on offer. Everything is for sale by donation!

ST. MARYS TOWN
HALL AUDITORIUM

from the team at

402 Queen St. W. P.O. Box 8 St. Marys, ON N4X 1A9
Tel: 519-284-1302

www.harrisgreigauto.com

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAVE 
FOUGHT FOR OUR FREEDOM
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Sudoku

Id: 46157

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 27

4 8 2 5
7 5 3 8
1 6 9

9 7
4 2

7 2 1
6 1

8 4 7 2
3 8 6

Solution
3 6 4 8 9 7 2 1 5

7 9 5 1 3 2 6 8 4

1 2 8 5 6 4 3 9 7

2 5 6 3 1 9 4 7 8

4 1 9 6 7 8 5 3 2

8 3 7 2 4 5 9 6 1

6 4 2 7 8 3 1 5 9

9 8 1 4 5 6 7 2 3

5 7 3 9 2 1 8 4 6

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

Solutions on page 35

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

FERN PRIDHAM – Broker
519 274 2885

fernpridham@gmail.com

Andrew L. Hodges  
Funeral Home Ltd.�

Serving St. Marys and area since 2003

47 Wellington Street South, St. Marys
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

519-284-2820

Offering personal and affordable funeral options,  
including burial, cremation and donation to science. 

Price list and preplanning information always  
available on our website or contact us  
to meet in person to discuss your wishes. 

FROM THE GARDEN: Remembering them

Many of you know I am an 
avid gardener, but another 
passion of mine is history. I 
am interested in the social 
history of the Victorian and 
Edwardian era along with 
a strong interest in military 
history of World War 1.  Both 
my grandfather, Private Jo-
seph Gover and my great 
uncle, Private Frank Thomp-
son, living in the London area 
but with strong ties to En-
gland, joined the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force in 1915 
and 1916 respectfully. My 
grandfather & Uncle Frank 
survived although severe-
ly injured. My grandfather’s 
younger brother, George who 
lived in England, signed up 
with a regiment in the Brit-
ish Expeditionary Force. He 
wasn’t so lucky and was killed 
in April 1917 and buried in 
Gaza Strip.

We remember those brave 
soldiers who sacrificed their 
lives on memorials erected 
in our villages, towns, and 
cities. Almost 66,000, approx-
imately 10% of the men who 
enlisted in the Canadian Ex-
peditionary Force lost their 
lives in World War 1. They 
are buried where they died 
in Europe. As for the brave 
men with no known graves 
they are remembered on the 
memorials here in Canada 
and across the world. In me-
morials such as Mein Gate 
in Ypres, Belgium, there are 
over 52,000 soldiers’ names 
of the Commonwealth who 
lost their lives in that region 
and at Vimy Ridge memorial 
there are over 11,000 Canadi-
an soldiers who were killed in 
France with no known grave.

Besides these memorials, we 
remember these brave souls 
where they have been laid to 
rest.

Nature has long been recog-
nized as a healer. In the early 
years before the Common-
wealth War Graves Commis-
sion was formally constitut-
ed, plants and flowers were 
introduced into the burial 
grounds along the Western 
Front, transforming them 
from bleak graveyards into 
memorial gardens. As such, 

horticulture is central to the 
Commission’s work of com-
memorating the fallen.

Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission (CWGC) is a 
non-profit organization es-
tablished in 1917 as the Im-
perial War Graves Commis-
sion, then renamed in 1960. It 
maintains 23,000 sites in 154 
countries and has construct-
ed 2,500 war cemeteries and 
memorials. The Commission 
pays tribute to 1.7 million 
men and women who have 
died in war around the world.

Horticulture is very import-
ant at the Commission. They 
are considered the world’s 
leading horticultural orga-
nization. The concept of the 
original design in 1918 is 
still as important today. The 
Commission employs ap-
proximately 1,300 around the 
world, including 900 garden-
ers. The gardeners make sure 
these cemeteries are living 
places to honour the soldiers 
that are buried within them. 
The standards are high as to 
always look the best for vis-
itors.

CWGC cemeteries have no 
religious symbols, but each 
have a ‘Cross of Sacrifice’ 
and a ‘stone of remembrance' 
in the cemeteries with over 

10,000 graves. The cemeter-
ies are not laid out like Chris-
tian burials, but the graves 
are laid to face the enemy. 
The maintenance is year-
round when possible and 
hands on with a strong policy 
of sustainability, recycling as 
well as minimizing the im-
pact on the environment. The 
Commission’s gardeners go to 
great lengths to ensure that 
the right plant is chosen for 
the right cemetery location 
and its environment as well 
as carefully managed and 
nurtured. Usually, small flow-
ering plants are replaced ev-
ery 5 years and no more than 
20% of the cemetery at a time 
so it doesn’t disrupt the over-
all look.

 The plants chosen for these 
cemeteries provide variety 
in texture, colour, height and 
flowering time but does not 

overshadow the white mar-
ble gravestones. Low growing 
plants are grown in front of 
the headstones so personal 
inscription is not obscured 
and helps prevents the stone 
from getting dirty during a 
rain. 

The Commission had a spe-
cial rose developed for them. 
The ‘Remembrance Rose’ 
is a floribunda and a repeat 
bloomer of red orange (colour 
of the poppy) with a height 
of approximately 80cm and 
width of 60cm. This special 
rose can be found in many of 
the Commission’s cemeteries 
across Belgium and France. 

For more information on 
the Commonwealth War 
Grave Commission, check 
out https://www.cwgc.org on 
their valuable work in caring 
for the fallen.

By Nancy Abra
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

Caterpillows

What do

 butterflies 

sleep on?

Blake Parsons (4)

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 
appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

- Word Search -

Memorial

Peace

Medals

Honor

Veterans

Poppy

Remember

Heroes

November

Brave

Salute

Wreath

Sacrifice

REMEMBRANCE DAY

Word List

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

Our pet of the week is Auggie 
Stewardson.   Auggie is a 4 
month old cocker spaniel.

He loves his family and playing 
with all of his toys. Here he is 

sporting his new sweater.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is 
pleased to be the sponsor of the 

November is Adopt a Senior Pet Month
Puppies, kittens and other baby animals steal our hearts, 

but what about a senior? Sadly, seniors often get left 
behind

Please consider when adopting,

*Fully matured *Tendency to be calmer *Already trained

You CAN teach an old dog new tricks! Please give these 
deserving animals a home. 

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

PET OF THE WEEK

 

 

 

 

 

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com

SPONSORED BY:
McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St E
Founding and Forever partner of 

Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the Stonetown Crier on Page 5
Thorndale Library November events – See Page 24
St. Marys Public Library events – See Page 33
Friday, November 10
- Friends of the Library book sale at the Town Hall auditorium – 10 am to 5 pm
- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog/sausage lunch – 12 Noon
- A.N.A.F. meat draw – 6 pm
- An evening of poetry with Joanne Stryker at Riverwalk Commons – 7 pm
- Reserve your seat online at rwcommons.com or call 647-992-9620
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Hamilton Kilty B’s at the PRC – 7:30 pm
Saturday, November 11
- St. Marys Farmers Market at the PRC - 8 am to noon
- Remembrance Day service at the Town Hall cenotaph – 10:45 am
- Friends of the Library book sale at the Town Hall auditorium – 12 pm to 4 pm
- A.N.A.F. Men’s Dart league – 12:45
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 pm
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Brantford Bandits at Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre – 5 pm
Sunday, November 12
- St. Marys Hospital Auxiliary Sip & Shop at Riverwalk Commons – 11 am to 3 pm
Monday, November 13
- Kingsway Lodge Silent Auction starts today – View available items on their FB 
page
Thursday, November 16
- Stonetown Arts art show & sale opening reception at Riverwalk Commons – 6 
to 9 pm
- Villages United Church presents Bob Finley - 7 pm to 9 pm

THE WEEK AHEADTHE WEEK AHEAD
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Odds are good that the au-
tumn cold snap has you 
thinking of travelling to 
somewhere warm. That’s a 
very Canadian phenomenon. 
And, stereotypically, you may 
be dreaming of “sun, sand 
and sea.”

Let me suggest a fourth “s” – 
“scones.”

I know baked goods are prob-
ably not top of mind when 
you think of spending a few 
days or weeks at a sunny re-
sort. But that’s because you 
haven’t met Peg Mullin Laron, 
owner of Bay Harbor Lodge 
and Coconut Bay Resort in 
Key Largo, Florida.

Peg is a former school teacher 
who has invested a lot of pas-
sion and creativity in devel-
oping her waterfront resort 
which she started in 1994. 
Today, she runs the place in 
partnership with her son, 
Jonathan.

There are a lot of reasons to 
stay at Bay Harbor including 
sun, sand and sea but first 
on Peg’s guests’ daily to-do 
list each morning is “scones.” 
Peg’s scones are famous. Each 
morning, Bay Harbor guests 
can help themselves to one or 

several of at least eight vari-
eties of home-baked scones. 
Over the course of a year, she 
will offer about 85 different 
kinds of scones.

So that means there are 85 
different reasons to visit Bay 
Harbor and Coconut Bay. But 
actually, there are a lot more 
than that. This is no ordinary 
resort and a far cry from the 
multi-storey, hundreds-of-
units, condo style facilities 
that abound in any sun-and-
sea destination. Peg’s place 
offers what I would call cot-
tage-style living. There are 
22 options including pleas-
ant, single-storey water-front 
units and a few that are lo-
cated in a two-storey build-
ing. All are steps from Florida 
Bay where guests can enjoy 
spectacular sunsets almost 
every evening.

Not incidentally, those few 
steps will take you through 
an array of tropical plants. 
Peg and her team have fo-
cused on creating wonderful 
gardens throughout the prop-
erty.

You can swim in Florida Bay 
or you can use the lovely, 
heated pool. If this all sounds 
like I was really impressed 
with Bay Harbor – well, yes 
I was. It exudes relaxation 
and has all of the plusses that 
come with hands-on involve-
ment of owners who are pas-
sionate about their project. If 
a day goes by when a guest 
does not have a warm conver-
sation with Peg or Jonathan, 
that would be a shock. They 
are there and they care.

The location of Bay Harbor is 
also a plus. Key Largo is the 
northern-most of the Florida 

Keys and has a lot of unique 
attractions in its own right. 
While we stayed in Key Lar-
go, we made sure to take a 
cruise on the African Queen. 
This small boat is the au-
thentic craft from which the 
famed, 1951 Humphrey Boga-
rt-Katharine Hepburn movie 
got its name. And unlike the 
dramatic ending of the movie, 
the African Queen did not ac-
tually blow up. It’s docked in 
Key Largo where its captain, 
Dave Lawrence, is ready to 
take you on a cruise out into 
the Atlantic and back in time 
about 80 years!

Another way to experience 
the Atlantic, about 10 minutes 
from Bay Harbor is one of the 
very best scuba and snorkel-
ing locations anywhere – John 
Pennekamp Coral Reef State 
Park. You can visit the park 
with great beaches, a visitor 
centre, and plenty of water 
activities or you can book 
an excursion through one of 
several dive shops through-
out Key Largo. 

Half an hour south of Bay 
Harbor is a quirky but im-
portant attraction – the Laura 
Quinn Wild Bird Sanctuary. 
Visitors are welcome (there 
is a voluntary donation jar) 
but the focus is really on the 
birds they are saving and 
protecting. Depending on the 
time of year, you may see al-
most any of the amazing spe-
cies that make the Keys their 
home. My favourites include 
the roseate spoonbills and 
the night herons.

Perhaps the most eye-open-
ing destination we visited 
was the Coral Restoration 
Foundation located in an un-

prepossessing building a few 
minutes north of Bay Harbor. 
Visitors can choose to join a 
seminar on coral restoration 
and the presentation is jam-
packed with information on 
the extreme challenges facing 
coral due to climate change, 
human interaction, pollution 
and more.

Coral reefs are vital to the 
earth… and they are dying in 
unprecedented numbers. We 
learned that some reefs are 
experiencing 90 per cent loss 
of coral! This is disastrous 
news because the coral reefs 
provide food and shelter to 
innumerable species of fish; 
they also clean the ocean’s 
water and they protect water-
front land.

Organizations like the Coral 
Restoration Foundation are, 
through research and devel-
opment, beginning to find 
solutions to begin to restore 
the reefs. We learned a lot 
about “coral trees” – underwa-
ter nurseries “at the forefront 

of innovation”, on which liv-
ing coral are being grown for 
transplanting back onto reefs 
to bring them back to life.

The foundation is also ac-
tive in encouraging individu-
als and governments to take 
steps to mitigate actions that 
damage reefs.

My notes from our session go 
on for dozens of pages. But 
instead of pretending to be 
an expert, I encourage you to 
visit the foundation at www.
coralrestoration.org.

That’s just a sample (and I 
haven’t even mentioned the 
wonderful, waterfront restau-
rants) of the activities you 
can find around Key Largo.

And did I mention Peg’s 
scones….?

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and President 
of the Travel Media Associ-
ation of Canada. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net. 

Florida Bay – the view from Bay Harbor.

Bay Harbor owner Peg Mullin Laron is famed for her home-made 
scones, with different varieties served to her guests every morn-
ing. (All photos by Paul Knowles)

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Sun, sand, sea … and scones

By Paul Knowles

The comfortable, waterfront accommodations at Bay Harbor.
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A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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For Hall Rentals 
call 519-271-5343

Sun. Oct. 29 - Ann & Carleton Ehgoetz, Stratford  $50.00

Mon. Oct. 30 - Marg Van Nes, Stratford   $50.00

Tues. Oct. 31 - Scott & Carol Rachuk, Avonton  $50.00

Wed. Nov. 01 - Darcy Robertson, St. Marys   $50.00

Thur. Nov. 02 - Charlanne Russell, St. Marys   $50.00

Fri. Nov. 03 - Tina Hartwick, St. Marys   $50.00

Sat. Nov. 04 - Doug & Jessie Scheuermann, St. Paul’s  $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
 www.fraserpaving.ca

Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later 
appointment times three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS WE WILL BE OPEN 
ON SATURDAYS FROM 8 AM TO 11:30 AM

First Baptist Church 
in St. Marys

seeks pianist for a baby-grand piano
3 hrs/week: Sunday service plus a rehearsal, 
with up to three additional services per year.

We are VERY flexible so the position could be 
shared in multiple ways: a “snowbird” might 

take the role spring through autumn, two people 
might each take two Sundays a month, etc.

For details contact 
pastor@firrstbaptiststmarys.ca 

or 519-284-1758

Dear Editor,

On a recent visit to St. Marys I read notices elic-
iting feedback on where people wanted to get 
information about the town, but what I needed 
was something much more basic.

I have always enjoyed going to St. Marys. I love 
looking in its unique independent shops, explor-
ing its library, parks, and museums, and taking 
in its stone-faced ambience and streetscapes; it 
is a beautiful town. On that Thursday in mid-Oc-
tober, though, I was not in town to enjoy any of 
these attractions. Instead, I had an appointment 
at St. Marys’ Hospital’s Physio for my very sore 
hip, after which I intended to go to the Pyramid 
Centre for its aquafit program.

A friend drove me to the Hospital but had to 
get back to Stratford by 4:00 so I would be on 
my own getting home. I planned to take the PC 
Connect bus downtown after my appointment, 
spend some time at the Library, take a taxi to the 
Pyramid Centre and then another to the Train 
Station to catch the eastbound train I had trav-
elled on so many times before. It left at about 

8:30, so I would be back in Stratford by nine, in 
time to get a city bus home.

Then came the shock. At the Library I discov-
ered there was no taxi, and there was no longer 
an evening train.

Should I have known this in advance?

In my experience, St. Marys always had at least 
one taxi option. But I was told it had been a fam-
ily business that had closed. What do travelers 
without wheels or older residents do, I won-
dered. St. Marys is not large, but not everyone 
can walk.

The train was another, even bigger problem. I 
had thought of taking a St. Marys taxi home if 
need be, but now I was without the train and 
that option as well. Instead, I had to call for a 
cab in Stratford and pay well over $40.00 for an 
out-of-town pick up.

How did I get to the Pyramid Centre? I hob-
bled up James Street with my cane. It took me 
40 minutes but at least I had some more gentle 
exercise when I got there.

It was a discouraging day. There is so much to 
go to St. Marys for, but so few ways for those of 
us without cars to get there. While VIA and GO 
Transit focus on speedy trains between major 
cities, and phase out service to smaller commu-
nities, those in this part of the country are left 
stranded. PC Connect is fine, but its last ride 
from St. Marys leaves at 4:55, which eliminates 
any evening visits or activities in town.

Is this the way it will be from now on?

Sincerely,

Julia Schneider

Have you been affected by 
someone else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU! Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or App Available
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LOOKING
BACK

Flirting with trouble

By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1998)

Kelly’s Cigar, a St. Marys area horse, raced in the 
“Grass Roots” final this Saturday at Western Fair 
Raceway in London. The two-year-old trotting colt is 
owned by Barry Hearn.

Five citizens have put their names forward as po-
tential replacements for Dave Cunningham on Town 
Council. They are Penny Kramer, Margaret Luna, 
Bruce Symons, Sandy Tays, and Mary Van Den Berge. 
Council is expected to choose the municipality’s new-
est councilor at its regular meeting next week.

The schools are staying open! Last Thursday night, 
the Avon Maitland District School Board chose not to 
make up a list of schools to be closed for the Minis-
try of Education by its December 31 deadline. By not 
meeting the deadline, the board risks not being eligi-
ble for funding of new pupil places in the future.

50 years ago (1973)

The decorating team of Jack Scheuermann and Roly 
Tonks has completed a posh job of work in the new 
quarters for Town Clerk and staff at Town Hall. Work 
is underway at installing new lavatories on the same 
floor.

The future development of some twenty building lots 
along Markham Street, north of the hospital, moved 
at least one step closer toward a possible start next 
spring when Dept. of Transport and Communications 
personnel visited the site last Friday morning. Possi-
ble subsidies on replacement of storm drain through 
this area was the subject being pursued.

Halloween was quiet around St. Marys probably 
due to a combination of the weather conditions and 
“beefed up” patrol activity by local police using radio 
equipped ears. The radio equipment was provided by 
the Emergency Measures Organization.

75 years ago (1948)

Fire Chief Hardy White now has his car equipped 
with a special red spotlight, the same as used in larg-
er centres.

All herds of cattle in Biddulph Township have now 
been tested under government sponsored plans to 
make this part of Ontario a T.B. free area.

Rob Elliott grows whopper carrots in his garden on 
Ontario Street, West Ward. A specimen he turned over 
to the Journal Argus this week weighed over three 
pounds and was 12 ½ inches around at the top.

100 years ago (1923)

The lake above the dam was covered by a thin coat-
ing of ice on Friday morning. Several diving birds that 
have been making their home there the past month 
were forced to keep close to the brink of the dam to 
avoid being frozen in.

Snow fell for the first time this year in St. Marys on 
Wednesday. At about 7:30, the snowstorm was blinding 
and the streets were soon covered with a three-inch 
layer.

Making love while driving is flirting with trouble.

A St. Marys man was fined $200 and costs in the Lon-
don Police Court on Saturday for having liquor in his 
car and being intoxicated. He was accompanied by a 
lady friend.

COLUMN —

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
PERTH REGIMENT VETERANS

BRANCH 236 ST MARYS

HOURS
TUE – THU 3PM - ???
FRI NOON TILL ???

SAT – NOON TILL CLOSING

HOT DOG / SAUSAGE FRIDAY 
AT NOON 

MEAT DRAW SAT AT 5 PM
20 CHANCES FOR MEAT PRIZES, 

PLUS A 50/50 DRAW

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE HALL FOR RENT
66 CHURCH STREET NORTH, 

ST MARYS 519 284-2267

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

Come and play Euchre at the Library! Bring your 
friends, family, or meet someone new Tuesday af-
ternoons from 1:00pm to 3:00pm and Thursday 
evenings from 6:00pm to 8:00pm. Since the game 
requires four players, registration is required. 
Please call us at 519-284-3346 or email Meaghan 
at meverett@town.stmarys.on.ca to tell us which 
day(s) you’re interested in playing. Euchre is free 
to play, and everyone is welcome.

This Week’s Recommendation 

Welcome to Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar 
Children. Here you will meet a child with su-
per-human strength, one with the ability to con-
jure fire, another with the power to control plant 
life, and more still with interesting abilities/ab-
normalities, such as a boy with a stomach full of 
bees and a girl who’s lighter than air. These chil-
dren are protected by their home’s namesake, 
Miss Peregrine, who, like other Ymbrynes, can 
turn into a bird at will and maintains a time loop 
that shelters the children. Partake in the peculiar 
with “Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Chil-
dren” by Ransom Riggs, available as an eBook, an 
eAudiobook, and in hard copy.

Up This Week

Friday, Nov. 10th: Crafty Tales (9:30am), FOL Book 
Sale+ (10:00am-5:00pm)

Saturday, Nov. 11th: FOL Book Sale+ (10:00am-
4:00pm)

Monday, Nov. 13th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Tuesday, Nov. 14th: Euchre* (1:00pm-3:00pm)

Wednesday, Nov. 15th: EarlyON Play and Read 
(9:30am), Mahjong Intro (1:00pm-2:00pm, 

6:00pm-6:30pm), Mahjong! (2:00pm-4:00pm, 
6:30pm-8:00pm)

Thursday, Nov. 16th: Euchre* (6:00pm-8:00pm), 
Scrabble (6:00pm-8:00pm) 

*Registration required 

+Located in the Town Hall Auditorium

Straight from the Shelves

Buying?
Selling?
Mortgage?

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL 
- FARM PROPERTY

Give us a call

�����������������������
���������������������������
�	�


Call 519-284-3016 FOR TICKETS
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICAL

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

519-284-2221• BINS-R-US
Formerly known as

St. Marys Lugger Service

PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations

MORTGAGE

SENIORS

CLEANING

WINDOW CLEANING
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TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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SEAMSTRESS
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INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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MUSIC

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!
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My Inspiration, Learning, Enjoyment & Success

LIST WITH CHRIS!

Hiller Realty Brokerage
100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101

Chris Evans, Broker

listwithchris@wightman.ca

Jake Stern
REAL ESTATE BROKER

519-949-8559
#RealEstateJake

FINANCIAL
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RETAIL
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Available now:
Ladies jockey briefs, buttons, gutermann 
thread, DMC embroidery floss, and more.

5875 Line 26, Fullarton, On N0K 1H0

519-949-3107
Construction Management

General Contracting

info@jandjconst.com 
www.jandjconst.com

Jonathan 
& James 

Construction Inc.
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Sudoku

Id: 46157

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 27

4 8 2 5
7 5 3 8
1 6 9

9 7
4 2

7 2 1
6 1

8 4 7 2
3 8 6

Solution
3 6 4 8 9 7 2 1 5

7 9 5 1 3 2 6 8 4

1 2 8 5 6 4 3 9 7

2 5 6 3 1 9 4 7 8

4 1 9 6 7 8 5 3 2

8 3 7 2 4 5 9 6 1

6 4 2 7 8 3 1 5 9

9 8 1 4 5 6 7 2 3

5 7 3 9 2 1 8 4 6

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

QUIZ ANSWERS
1) John McCrae

2) France

3) 66,000

4) 1921

5) 11 a.m.

6) 2 mins

7) Treaty of 
Versailles

8) Nine

9) England

10) 1918

THANK YOU

Firby
A heartfelt thank you to all our wonderful family and 
friends who shared in our 25th celebration.  It was 
such fun to see or hear from you.  Your kindness will 
always be remembered.
Love to all
Ken and Cheryl Firby

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

Williams
Sandy Janet Williams, passed 
away on September 5. 2023 
at the age of 76. Friends 
and family are welcomed to 
Celebrate her Life at the ST. 
MARYS LEGION, 66 Church 
St. N., St. Marys, on Novem-
ber 17, 2023 from 6 to 8 pm. 
Words of Remembrance will 
take place at 6:30pm. Please 

be aware that the St. Marys Santa Claus Parade is 
taking place the same evening. Queen St. will be 
closed to traffic from 7 to 9 pm.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display 
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call 
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Wanted
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs.  Jazz, Blues, 
Rock, Pop, Fold, Soundtracks, and more.  Selectively buying 
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment.  For 
more information:  Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. 
Stratford/ 226-972-5750

CLASSIFIED ADS

Wanted
A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes. 
Phone 519-284-3774

Wanted to buy
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko 
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.
Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

For Sale
2 Men's Winter Coats
1 -Black Leather Coat
1 -7 in 1 Coat (which means can be changed into different 
types of coats)
Both Size 2XL
Phone 519-284-4068

For Sale
Solid Oak Door: Lead Glass Window, Brass Hardware, Oval 
Shape Knobs, Key, Mail Slot
Please call 519-393-5576 after 6 p.m.

CONDO FOR SALE
#503-22 St Andrew St. S. 

St Marys, Ont.

Available November 15th (flexible). 
Priced to sell at $325,000. 

Call 519.859.6736

Parkview West is a 55+ community in St. 
Marys, Ontario.
This life lease condo (unit 503) is a 2 
bedrooms, 2 bathroom unit with a balcony 
facing south.  
The controlled entrance building is located 
one block south of Queen Street. 
A monthly fee covers property taxes, water/
sewage, parking, maintenance of common 
areas and the use of a licensed hall with 
kitchen facilities, library, workshop, exercise 
and games room.

Proudly serving the community
for nearly 20 years!

Please contact Norraine Galloway,
Your water treatment specialist.

519.871.8069
Norraine.galloway@culliganwater.ca

THANK YOU

Petrie
The family of Manifred Petrie wish to express their sin-
cere thank you to our community, relatives, and many 
friends who brought food, sent cards and flowers and 
travelled miles to offer condolences to the family.
Thanks to Rev. Mark Wolfe  for his comforting words. 
Thank you to Andrew Hodges Funeral Home for their 
professional help and guidance through all the pro-
ceedings, including the assistance of Bob Sass.
Thank you to the staff of St Marys Presbyterian 
Church and the kindness shown at Stratford General 
Hospital.
Thank you to all who made donations in Fred's mem-
ory.

At the end of the day
When the sun sets in the west

Know you are Blessed.
The Petrie Family

THANK YOU

Massey & Hopkins
Kim Massey and Kim Hopkins would like to thank all 
the family and friends who joined us in celebrating our 
65th birthdays.
Thank you for all the best wishes, cards, texts, emails, 
gifts and flowers.
Much Appreciated, Kim & Kim

Snow removal
Help! Snow is coming! We are a mature couple looking for 
an individual to shovel our single car driveway and a small 
area walkway in the Southvale Rd area of St. Marys.
Please call 519-284-3754.

Have you been affected by someone 
else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU! Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or App Available
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STONETOWN
TRAVEL

HEAD OFFICE: 

150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4  |  TICO #50010159

BRANCH OFFICE: 

210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9  |  TICO #50025796

St. Marys 519-284-2332 | New Hamburg 226-333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

DISCOVER PORTUGAL

TULIP TIME IN HOLLAND IRELAND

NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR

JUNE 5-16, 2024JUNE 5-16, 2024

SEPTEMBER 18-29, 2024SEPTEMBER 18-29, 2024

MARCH 31 – APRIL 8, 2024MARCH 31 – APRIL 8, 2024

JULY 29 – AUGUST 9, 2024JULY 29 – AUGUST 9, 2024

2024 GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES 2024 GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES 
HOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVELHOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVEL


