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The Town of St. Marys is currently drafting its 2024 
budget and it wants residents to participate in the 
process. The municipality is offering ratepayers 
several opportunities to weigh in over the next few 
months.

The first is coming up this Saturday, November 4, 
2023, with Coffee with Council. The event will run 
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at The Flour Mill and is 
a chance for ratepayers to enjoy a free drink while 
asking questions about the budget. Several mem-
bers of Council are planning to attend.

Formal budget meetings will begin on November 
21 at 9:00 a.m. Another meeting will follow at 9:00 
a.m. on December 5. Two additional meetings are 
planned for January 9 and March 14, 2024, at 6:00 
p.m. All meetings will take place in the Municipal 
Operations Centre Boardroom (408 James St. S).

The budget is developed by Town staff, based on 
input from residents and Council. It shows how the 
municipality spends tax dollars to deliver services, 
like road maintenance, garbage and recycling col-
lection, and childcare. The draft budget for 2024 
proposes a 4.62 percent property tax increase to 
help fund municipal services over the next year.

The increase will support affordable housing ini-
tiatives, the Community Improvement Plan, and 
additional Town-run events. It will also help fi-
nance services like PC Connect and major projects 
like sewer pipe rehabilitations, pool repairs, and 
reconstruction work on Wellington Street.

Ratepayers can share thoughts on the budget by 
attending Coffee with Council or any of the budget 
meetings. Questions can be asked during the meet-

As the November 5th, 2023 time 
change approaches, St. Marys Fire 
Department reminds residents to 
make another change this weekend 
that could save their lives - “Change 
the Batteries in your Smoke and Car-
bon Monoxide Alarms.”

The message is simple, and this 
5-minute habit could be life saving.   
Most fatal fires occur at night when 
people are asleep. Often the victims 

never wake up. Changing smoke 
alarm batteries, testing these alarms, 
and reminding others to do the same 
are some of the simplest, most ef-
fective ways to reduce these tragic 
deaths and injuries.  

“Working smoke alarms provide an 
early warning and critical extra sec-
onds to escape,” said Chief Fire Pre-

HOMEFIELD LEGACY REALTY
ST. MARYS, BROKERAGE

Broker for Coldwell Banker Home�eld Legacy Brokerage*
150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON

Cell: 519-272-7666 | O�ce: 519-284-2381
*Each o�ce is an independently owned & operated member broker of 

Coldwell Banker A�liates of Canada
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Black’s Financial Services

TERM
1 year
3 years
5 years

GIC
6.15
5.87
5.85

GIC INSURED
*All rates subject

to change without
notice*

Call us for details 519.284.1340

Black’s Financial Services

Are you taking advantage of the TFSA?
1 YR 5.70 - 3 YR 5.50 - 5 YR 5.20

For more products and 
Financial Advice call us today!

*All rates subject to change without notice*

Saturday Nov. 4
Chili Challenge Scramble
18 holes, cart & dinner
(Walt’s homemade chili)
$50 per person
(weather permitting)

Gift Cards available 
for golf & tubing!

www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

Call us for inquiries at 

519.225.2329

SAVE UP TO $13,000 AT ALLROADS!

AllRoads.ca | 519-284-3308
See AllRoads Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram

36 Water St. S., St. Marys ON | 519.284.0041 | info@stmarysindependent.com | www.stmarysindy.com

St. Marys Independent
THE QUARRY ROOM  PAGE  19BENNER CELEBRATES 35 YEARS  PAGE  8

Time to Change your 
clocks and batteries

Town encouraging 
residents to engage 
in the 2024 budget 
process

Cindy Boakes from the St. Marys Independent and Brian Leverton, Chief Fire Pre-
vention Officer, would like to remind everyone to not only turn your clocks back 
one hour this weekend but also to change batteries on all smoke alarms and car-
bon monoxide detectors. In the background photo is the late Frank Doyle who al-
ways made sure this important bi-yearly reminder was included in the newspaper. 
(Wendy Lamond photo)
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ing or can be emailed in advance to 
the Town Clerk (clerksoffice@town.

stmarys.on.ca). Meetings can also be 
viewed live on YouTube.

Questions about the budget can be 

directed to Andre Morin, Director of 
Corporate Services/Treasurer at 519-
284-2340, ext. 217 or amorin@town.

stmarys.on.ca.

STONETOWN
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Unit 1, 60 Water Street South
St. Marys, ON.

GICs
1 yr -   
3 yr -  
5 yr -  

*Rates subject to change without notice

RRSPs
1 yr -   
3 yr -  
5 yr -  
*Minimum may apply

TFSAs
1 yr -   
3 yr -  
5 yr -  

INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO REVIEWS - CALL TODAY

ph:  519.284.4448

PROVIDING SOLUTIONS TO MEET YOUR ESTATE, FINANCIAL & RETIREMENT NEEDS! 
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TAKE NOTICE that the Council for 
the Corporation of the Town of St. 
Marys will hold a public meeting on 
the 28th day of November 2023 at 
6:00 pm in the Municipal Operations 
Centre Boardroom (408 James Street 
South) in order to consider a pro-
posed increase in fees pursuant to 
Section 7 of the Building Code Act.

PURPOSE AND EFFECT – The Town 

of St. Marys is proposing to amend 
By-law 91-2022, being a By-law to set 
the fees and charges across the mu-
nicipality. Specifically, there are fees 
set in accordance with the Building 
Code Act respecting construction, 
demolition, change of use, occupancy, 
transfer of permits and inspections. 
The Town of St. Marys has reviewed 
the building permit fees under Sec-

tion 7(b) of the Building Code Act. 
The effect will be to increase the ex-
isting fee structure.

Information including estimated 
costs of enforcing and administering 
the Building Code Act., the amount 
of the proposed fee(s) and the ratio-
nale for changing (or imposing) fees 
will be provided in a staff report. The 
report will be available on the Town’s 

website no later than 4:30 pm on Fri-
day, November 24, 2023.

ANY PERSON may attend the public 
meeting and has an opportunity to 
make written or verbal representa-
tion either in support of or in opposi-
tion to the proposed fees.

Dated at the Town of St. Marys this 
30th day of October 2023.

Town hosting public meeting to consider changes 
to building permit fees

Time to Change your clocks and batteries
vention Officer Brian Leverton. Un-
fortunately, approximately two-thirds 
of all fire deaths occur in homes 
where there are no  working  smoke 
alarms.  And don’t forget the batteries 
in your carbon monoxide alarms."

While you are changing the batter-
ies, take a moment to check the age of 
each alarm in your home; smoke and 
carbon monoxide alarms don’t last 
forever.  Look for the manufacturer’s 
expiration date on the back or the 
side of the alarm. If any smoke alarms 
(battery operated  or  hardwired) are 

over 10 years old, or if the unit is so 
old its age cannot accurately be deter-
mined – replace them right away! 

Like smoke alarms, carbon monoxide 
alarms also wear out, (just because 
the test button works does not mean 
the sensors inside are functioning). 
Carbon monoxide alarms need to be 

replaced according to the manufac-
turer’s instructions or every 7 years.

For further information contact

St Marys Fire Department

172 James St S., St Marys, ON

519 284 2340

Town encouraging residents to engage in the 2024 budget
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The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

Friendship is the 
comfort of knowing 
that even when you 

feel alone,  you aren't.

A good friend is like 
a bra.  Hard to find, 

supportive, uplifting 
and always close to 

your heart.

A real friend is one 
who walks in when the 
rest of the world walks 

out.

Friends make the good 
things better and the 
bad things not so bad.
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Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

There have been zero 

accidents at Jones 

and Church since the 

tree was cut down.
After this weekend, 

the time in my car will 

finally be right again.

Quote of the Week

"There’s nothing better than a world where everybody’s just 
trying to make each other laugh".

Matthew Perry who was found unresponsive at his home 
on Saturday at the age of 54.  Perry played the character 
Chandler Bing on Friends for the whole 10 seasons.

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have 4 Bravos this week.

1) Bravo to the town for install-
ing the new tourism directional 
signs throughout the town.  They 
look good and should be effective.  
Great Job!

2) Bravo for so many banners be-
ing hung to celebrate and honour 
those who sacrificed their com-
forts, and many their lives, so that 
we might experience peace and 
freedom.  These are banners that 
truly deserve to be so honored.

3) A hearty Bravo to all our local 
farmers and vendors who brought 
their wonderful produce and prod-
ucts to us at this season's outdoor 
St. Marys Farmers' Market. Thank 
you! I, for one, am going to really 
miss you.

4) Bravo to Town Council to tak-
ing steps to improve visibility and 
safety at the corner of Jones and 
Church Street.

We have 2 Boos this week.

1) Boo to the town for unneces-
sarily cutting down a historic tree 
on the corner of the Church & 
Jones intersection. In the upcom-
ing months, we will see how little 
this actually deterred the number 
of accidents in that area. There 
needed to be stop signs put up - 
not recklessly removing a tree that 
was not impeding visibility.

2) Boo to the man at the Mudmen 
concert on Friday that ordered two 
double shots of whiskey and failed 
to pay for them. The money you 
spend at the Legion goes towards 
the Veterans and Service Clubs. 

 

EDITORIAL —

By Spencer Seymour

The hockey world is grieving follow-
ing the tragic loss of Adam Johnson, 
a former NHL player who was play-
ing hockey in England and died after 
an errant skate blade slashed John-
son in the neck.

In the days following his passing, the 
term ‘freak accident’ was used by the 
club for which Johnson played and 
quoted by numerous media outlets. 
While a situation like this is both a 
rare occurrence and likely not in-
tentional, describing it as a ‘freak 
accident’ somewhat minimizes what 
should be taken from Johnson’s 
passing.

Thankfully, neck guards have be-
come much more widely used and 
mandated in minor and junior hock-
ey, although despite the NHL having 
seen cases such as Clint Malarchuk 
and Richard Zednik, they inexpli-
cably don’t mandate the use of such 

equipment. One has to wonder how 
a league can claim to have a func-
tioning Department of Player Safety 
and not require its players to wear 
potentially life-saving equipment.

The NHL’s incompetence aside, 
it is reassuring to know that kids 
playing today are required to wear 
neck guards. However, the slight 
discomfort of the neckguards does 
make some young players reluctant 
to wear them or they may not fas-
ten them as tightly or accurately as 
would be required to offer full pro-
tection.

Johnson’s tragic passing, however, 
is more than a ‘freak accident.’ The 
pain being felt by Johnson’s fami-
ly and friends is worth more to the 
rest of the hockey community than a 
passing headline or a forgotten trag-
edy. If you play or you have some-
one in your life who does, please 
make sure they are not only wearing 
a neck guard every game, but they 
have it fastened correctly.

As uncomfortable as it may be to 
wear, the physical pain of a lacera-
tion to the neck from a skate blade, 
and the emotional pain from such an 
incident that is felt by you and those 
who love you, are infinitely worse. 
Every game, every practice, no mat-
ter what, please wear your neck 
guard and wear it right.

Because it’s the right thing to do. Be-
cause it could save your life. Because 
freak accidents can happen, but you 
can take steps to prevent them.

Wear your neck guard and 
wear it right
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REALLYGREATSITE.COM

CAR SEAT SAFETY CLINIC 

townofstmarys.com/earlyon or 226-374-6544

STONETOWNSTONETOWN  
CRIERCRIER The latest municipal news

from the Town of St. Marys

Contact us
519-284-2340 
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca

SHOWER PROGRAM

This program provides free showers to
those in need.  Showers are private,
secure and accessible for individuals of
all abilities.

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

Thursdays, 9 AM - 1 PM | Pyramid Centre

TRIVIA NIGHT

townofstmarys.com/library or 519-284-3346

BOOKS & BREWS

POOL RENTALS

townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

Join EarlyON and Stratford Police
Service at the Fire Hall to have a CPSAC
Technician check your child's car seat to
ensure it is fitted and installed correctly.

townofstmarys.com/library or 519-284-3346

2nd Wed., 7 PM | Broken Rail Brewing

The St. Marys Public Library is excited to
announce a new book club in
collaboration with Broken Rail Brewery
on the second Wednesday of the month.

Join the St. Marys Public Library for Trivia
Night! Come with a team or meet some

new friends. Prizes are up for grabs for the
winning team.

Have an upcoming birthday? Make a
splash and rent the Aquatics Centre pool

for your next event!

Pyramid Recreation Centre

Tuesday, November 7 |  10:30 AM - 1:15 PM

Monday, Nov. 20, 7 PM | Gilly’s Pubhouse

Bryn Luckhardt, N.P.D
519-272-3408 • bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com

www.luckhardtlandworks.com
ST. MARYS, ONTARIO

CALL US FOR YOUR DEMOLITION, BULLDOZING 
& CONCRETE BREAKING NEEDS

The Town of St. Marys is remind-
ing residents of its overnight winter 
parking ban, which will come into 
effect on November 1, 2023, and will 
remain in place until April 30, 2024. 
The ban prohibits on-street parking 
on any municipal roads and munici-
pal parking lots between the hours of 
2:00 and 6:00 a.m.

The parking ban ensures staff can 
safely, effectively, and efficiently clear 
snow from local roads, making St. 
Marys safer and more accessible. Ve-
hicles are also prohibited from park-
ing on sidewalks and boulevards. This 
allows staff to clear the sidewalks for 
pedestrians and those with mobility 
devices.

Downtown residents who do not have 

access to overnight parking during 
the winter months can apply for a 
parking permit. Permit holders are as-
signed a dedicated parking spot in the 
Water St. N, Elgin St. E, or Jones St. E 
parking lots. Parking permits are also 
available at the Opera House parking 
lot for certain downtown properties. 
Visit townofstmarys.com/parking for 
more information and to apply for or 
renew a parking permit.

Town staff will be notifying the Strat-
ford Police Service of non-compliant 
vehicles. Motorists that continue to 
park on streets, sidewalks or boule-
vards will be asked to move, or could 
face a ticket from the police. Residents 
can also call the police’s non-emer-
gency line at 519-271-4141 to report 
non-compliant vehicles.

Overnight winter 
parking ban coming into 
effect November 1

COMMUNITY —

Ban ensures safe and effective snow removal during 
winter season

www.stonetowntravel.com

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL Where in the world Where in the world 

would you like to go?would you like to go?  

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel 

consultants today!consultants today!
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1)What rock musician 
played in both Nirvana 
and Foo Fighters?

2)What is the 
birthstone of 
November?

3)True or False. 
Antarctica has a 
national sport.

4)What children's book did Forrest Gump 
keep in his suitcase?

5)What bird, extinct by 1681, was named 
after the Portuguese word for "stupid"?

6)In what continent is 4 considered an 
unlucky number?

7)What are the 3 primary colors?

8)In what year did Roman Empire fall?

9)What type of race is the Melbourne Cup?

10)What is the last letter of the Greek 
alphabet?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 35

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our senior of the week is Bob Doupe.  Bob 
celebrated his 79th birthday on Monday, 

October 30. Bob has been married to Joan 
for 55 years and they have two children, 

Stephanie and Jeff, and four grandchildren 
- Matthew, Lauren, Emmett and Gabby.  Bob 

was born in London but has spent most of 
his life in St. Marys.  He enjoys watching 

hockey and baseball.
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October 5 - December 20, 2023 October 5 - December 20, 2023 October 5 - December 20, 2023 September 18 - December 10, 2023

All Wheels Park donation of the 
week

We are very excited to announce our first Benefactor pledge of $25,000 from Saputo, for the Rotary All Wheels 
Park on James Street. This generous gift helps us get closer to our fundraising goal and is so appreciated. 
Pictured are plant manager, Mitchell Johnson and some of his team. Please visit our website to see all our 
donotions. www.townofstmarys.com/allwheelspark
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BUY IT TODAY...TAKE IT TODAY!

BIGGESTBIGGEST
ON THE 

BLOCK! BLOCK! 

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 
MON-FRI 9AM-8PM SAT9-6 SUN10-5

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115959
STARTING

FROM
/SQ FT
4.99

ON SALE
7 DAYS A WEEK!

12MM12MM
THICKTHICK

ON SALE
7 DAYS A WEEK!

PORCELAIN  PORCELAIN  

6969¢¢
STARTING

FROM
/SQ FT
4.99

HOT HOT 
DEALDEAL

VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

$$116969
/SQ FT
4.99

ON SALE
7 DAYS A WEEK!

CLEAR CLEAR 
OUT!OUT!

$399
/SQ FT
5.99

STARTING
FROM

$$$333999999
HARDWOODHARDWOOD

ON SALE
7 DAYS A WEEK!

CLICKCLICK
ENG.ENG.

STARTING
FROM

COMMUNITY —

 Ph: 519-284-1302 | info@harrisgreigauto.com  
Hours: M-Th 8-5:30, Fri 8-5  |  402 Queen Street W., St. Marys, ON

 Full automotive repair services
 Diagnostics       Alignments 
 Safeties       Tire Sales 
 Honest and Friendly Service

Please book ahead for your winter 
tire installation

Each year, the Friendship Centre’s St. 
Marys Craft Show draws hundreds of 
local and area shoppers looking for 
one-of-a-kind, hand-made items.

Last year’s Craft show was a huge 
success, and the Friendship Centre 
can’t wait to welcome shoppers back 
for another crafty display! The Craft 
Show will take place at the Pyramid 
Recreation Centre on Saturday, No-
vember 18 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

“There’s something for everyone at 
this year’s Craft Show,” St. Marys Se-
nior Services Program Coordinator 
Thomas Redman says, “We’re excited 

to have over 50 talented vendors this 
year showcasing almost 100 tables of 
hand-crafted goods. It’s a great place 
to kick-off your shopping for the hol-
iday season.”

Admission is free, although donations 
to the food bank are appreciated. A 
light lunch will be available to pur-
chase on site with proceeds benefit-
ting seniors’ programs in St. Marys.

Questions about the event can be 
directed to Thomas Redman at 519-
284-2340, ext. 621 or tredman@town.
stmarys.on.ca.

Get a head start on 
holiday shopping at the 
St. Marys Craft Show

This year’s St. Marys Craft Show on November 18th boasts almost 100 tables of 
hand-crafted goods.
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116 Queen St E St. Marys • 519-284-0038 • www.naileffects.ca

Celebrating
Join us in celebrating Saturday November 25th 11-2! 

For the month of November purchase $150 in 
Gift Certificates receive an additional $25!

Nail Effects
Manicures and Pedicures

25 YEARS25 YEARS  
of service to St. Marysof service to St. Marys

By Wendy Lamond

It’s not very common these days to 
see someone celebrate a 35-year 
milestone of service for one employ-
er. However, on October 11th Brian 
Benner from Canadian Tire did just 
that. His Canadian Tire Family sur-
prised him the day of his anniversary 
with letters from some of the previous 
Dealers, cards, and a cake.

We caught up with Brian to congratu-
late him and and talk about the chang-
es that he has seen over the last 35 
years.

When Brian first started, the Cana-
dian Tire store was on Water Street 
where the Thrift Store is now. At that 
time, it was geared more towards men 
and was the spot to go on Saturday 
mornings for your tools, etc. Over time 
it gradually became more of a fami-
ly store with options for women and 
children’s products. Brian started out 
working on the floor and through his 
career, he has advanced his way up to 
be the general manager. 

The biggest change that Brian has 
encountered over the years was the 
introduction of the ESL pricing sys-
tem. Back in the day everything was 

priced manually which was very time 
consuming. By using electronic shelf 
labelling, the time it took decreased 
allowing for a lot more product sku’s 
to be available.

He also was involved in the move of 
the store from Water Street to its cur-

rent location where the old Saan store 
was, allowing for triple the space. Bri-
an saw the end of the Canadian Tire 
Money distribution but did let us 
know that it is still accepted and can 
be transferred to your rewards card.

Throughout his 35 years with the com-
pany, Brian has seen a big turnover in 

the Associate Dealers that have come 
to the St. Marys store, 17 to be exact. 
All had different ideas and unique 
personalities.

Current Associate Dealer Angie Kim 
told us that they still have Brian’s cov-
er letter and resume on file from when 
he applied all those years ago.

Angie also credited Brian for being 
the go-to-person that she learned 
from when she started in St. Marys. 

“He has a great work ethic and always 
starts early and stays late and gen-
uinely cares about the store” Angie 
commented.

When asked why he stayed all those 
years Benner contributes it to the Ca-
nadian Tire company itself.

“They are a great company to work for 
and the people are great”. Brian said.

Not quite ready to retire yet, Brian 
hopes to continue working for the 
foreseeable future. 

Benner never felt like he needed to 
look for a new job for change as over 
the years change came to him in the 
form of new seasons and new staff 
allowing him to stay at the St. Marys 
store where he wants to be.

Congratulations Brian!

Brian Benner celebrates 35 years with Canadian Tire
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OFFERS VALID NOVEMBER  1ST -  30TH, 2023

SALE
N O V E M B E R

Your locally owned and family run Pharmacy

155 QUEEN STREET EAST, ST. MARYS ON | PHONE: 519 284 1380

ALL IN STOCK

PRODUCTS25%
OFF

DISCOUNT APPLIES TO REGULAR PRICED ITEMS ON ALMOST ALL FRONT STORE MERCHANDISE PURCHASED. DISCOUNT DOES NOT APPLY TO PURCHASE OF 
PRESCRIPTIONS, PHARMACY RELATED ITEMS, GIFT CERTIFICATES, OSTOMY SUPPLIES, BRACES, OR CUSTOM ORDER PRODUCTS. HUBBARD PHARMACY RESERVES THE 
RIGHT TO UPDATE THE LIST OF APPLICABLE DISCOUNT ITEMS FROM TIME TO TIME. OFFER VALID WHILE SUPPLIES LAST, NO RAINCHECKS WILL BE PERMITTED.

McCully's Hill Farm annual Harvest Festival

McCully’s Hill Farm held their annual Harvest Festival on Saturdays and Sundays 
throughout the month of October. Pictured above, the Steckly family had a great 
time playing in the straw. There were lots of activities going on throughout the farm 
for children to participate in. Pictured, from left, Hudson, Foster, Sawyer, Merrick 
and Isla. (Nancy Bickell photo)

Pictured, from left, Addison Cook, Addison Hyatt and Hailey Schmidt picked out 
the perfect pumpkins at McCully's Hill Farm Harvest Festival. (Nancy Bickell photo)
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Spooktacular St. Marys

There were many trick or treaters downtown on Saturday participating in the town's 
Spooktacular event. From left, Owen Plociennik, Emma Plociennik, Scottie His-
cock, Angie Reid, and Leni Hiscock.

There was a great turnout for the pet parade on Saturday that started at the ceno-
taph and went down to Water Street. 

Barb and Ross Scriver and their dog Sophie participated in the pet parade.

Marty Thomson and Jeff Hiscock, aka Iron Man, of Benchmark Real Estate were 
busy handing out Halloween treats and freshly made popcorn to all trick or treaters 
making the rounds on Saturday morning.

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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St. Marys Kinette Club supports local

Marlene Forman (left) accepts a donation from Kinette 
Kim Anderka in support of the annual Teddy Bear Re-
union.  (Contributed photo)

The St. Marys Kinette Club made a generous donation 
to the Foundation for Enriching Education Perth Hu-
ron, specifically the nutrition program at Little Falls 
Public School.  Pictured from left to right: Office ad-
ministration Marcia Thomson, Kinette Kim Anderka 
and Vice-principal Lori Turk. (Contributed photo)

COMMUNITY —

On October 26th, a cash donation was made to the 
Salvation Army from the Kinettes Fill the Fridge 2023 
lottery. From left, Jen Morris (CTS Manager), Terri Ire-
dale, President of the St. Marys Kinettes & Leslie Mon-
roe, Kinette.  (Nancy Bickell photo)
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Lindsay Pickering
519-276-9959

www.lindsaypickering.ca
lindsaypickering22@gmail.com

The Independent Sports is brought to you by

By Spencer Seymour

There was no shortage of entertain-
ment last Wednesday at the PRC when 
the St. Marys Legion U16 A Boys St. 
Marys Rock defeated the Dorchester 
Dragons 3-0.

Head Coach Gord Cookson was 
pleased with the effort of his squad in 
the contest.

“Tonight was a really good game for 
us,” Cookson told the Independent. 
“The boys moved the puck well which 
created a good amount of space for 
ourselves and helped us get a lot of 
chances, especially after the first pe-
riod. Parts of the game we kind of got 
sucked into their kind of game and we 
started taking penalties we shouldn’t 
be taking but it all came from the boys 
trying to stick up for each other.”

The game saw a total of eight penalties 
called with four for each team. Five of 
the game’s eight penalties came in the 
first period. The only goal of the open-
ing frame came on one of the Rock’s 
man advantages when Evan Ballan-
tyne put St. Marys up 1-0, assisted by 
Nathan Wolfkamp and Andre Mollet. 
The Head Coach added that he was 
impressed with the opportunities his 
team found while on the powerplay.

“We got quite a few chances and did a 
lot of things well that put us in spots to 
get those chances, we had good looks 
on the powerplay. I think we could 
capitalize on more chances than we 
did. We need to hit the net a bit more 
and be a bit quicker on the stick. We’re 
in a very fast league so when you get 
the puck on your stick, you have to be 
ready to fire it.”

The two other goals for the Rock both 
came in the second frame, starting 
with the second of the night for Evan 
Ballantyne with the lone assist com-
ing from Jared Ballantyne. With one 
second left in the period, Simon Tay-
lor scored an unassisted marker. In 
net, Luke Binning earned the shutout 
with a strong, steady showing, said 
Cookson.

“Our goaltending was good too. Luke 
[Binning] deserved that shutout. He 
didn’t have to make a ton of saves but 
he had to make some big ones at key 
times and he made all the saves we 
need him to for us to get the win.”

All but four members of Cookson’s 
team that won a U15 Provincial title 
are back together this season on the 
U16 squad, although two more players 
from that team were in the lineup last 
Wednesday as affiliate players. The 
bench boss believes that experience 
will help the group play the style that 
Cookson’s staff is preaching quicker 
and more effectively, while also ac-
knowledging that the stronger com-
petition will be a big test for the group 
this year.

“It’s good for the systems and struc-
tures that we want to implement be-
cause so much of the team is familiar 
with what we want to do and under-
stands how we want them to play. It 
makes the chemistry early on in the 
season a bit stronger. I think there is 
going to be a lot more learning this 
season because we’re playing against 
a higher level of competition but all 
the tools are there for these boys, it’s 
just getting the repetition in and put-
ting it all together.”

By Spencer Seymour

They may have white-knuckled their 
way to the final buzzer but the St. 
Marys Cement U18 A Boys St. Marys 
Rock picked up their first win of the 
season last Thursday in a 2-0 nail-bit-
er over the second-place Dorchester 
Dragons.

Head Coach Adam Zurbrigg had rave 
reviews for his team’s overall effort 
following the back-and-forth contest.

“That was our most complete game of 
the season,” Zurbrigg told the Inde-
pendent. “The effort was really good. 
They had high intensity. They played 
together as a team better than we’ve 
seen them do so far this season. We 
have a bunch of guys who haven’t 
played together too much. They get 
along great and they’re starting to fig-
ure out how to play with one another 
as a cohesive unit.”

In every game so far this season, the 

U18 A Boys had allowed the first goal. 
However, they flipped that script last 
Thursday just over five minutes into 
the game when Colton Henderson 
potted the game’s first goal and the 
eventual game-winner. Assists went 
to Grayson Boreham and Adam Turn-
er. The goal came during a strong first 
period for the Rock, whose fast, grind-
ing style was on full display.

“The first was our best period of the 
year. We petered off a little bit in the 
second and third which I think was 
due to us using up a bit too much 
energy in the first. As the year goes 
along, our conditioning is going to be 
something we work on but if we play 
most periods similar to how we played 
the first, we’re going to be really tough 
to beat.”

A key point of the game came when 
goaltender Josh Ballantyne stopped a 
shot but it managed to squeak through 
and sit ominously in the blue paint for 

several seconds before a St. Marys de-
fender was able to clear the puck out 
of danger. Zurbrigg recognized it as a 
key moment in maintaining the team’s 
positive feeling in the game.

“We’ve given up a lot of early goals so 
far this season. Confidence and mo-
mentum have been major parts of the 
story of our first few games this sea-
son. For us to get that first goal fairly 
early in the game and then not having 
that one go in and get on the right side 
of that kind of situation were pivotal 
parts to us getting the win.”

The aforementioned Ballantyne 
turned in a great performance in the 
St. Marys net to earn the shutout.

“Josh was stone-cold for us. He made 
a lot of big saves, withstood two pow-
erplays at the end of the game and 
probably made half a dozen saves in 
the last two minutes. He was focused 
and really on his game. I liked how he 

was out attacking and being out high 
in his crease and he did a great job 
controlling rebounds but when one 
did pop out, the defence did a great 
job clearing them away.”

Zurbrigg also mentioned a small but 
vital play made by one of the team’s 
skaters in the dying moments of the 
game that not only aided Brock Ches-
sell in scoring an empty-net goal with 
one second left but, in the process, 
also helped secure the team’s first win 
of the season.

“Toughness is something we talk a lot 
about and one play that stands out in 
my mind is late in the game, Callum 
McIntosh chipped the puck out of our 
zone and, in the process, took a big hit 
which ultimately helped us win the 
game. For us, toughness doesn’t need 
to be punching a guy in the head, 
toughness is taking a hit to make a 
play that helps your team win the 
game.”

U16 A Boys win lively battle over Dorchester

‘Most complete game’ of season earns U18 A Boys first win

Simon Taylor snipes a goal by the Dorchester netminder during last Wednesday’s 
St. Marys Legion U16 A Boys St. Marys Rock game, a 3-0 shutout victory over the 
Dragons. (Photo by Spencer Seymour)
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New Cars Arriving Daily at Stratford Kia

Sales, Service & Parts

2024 Kia EV6

2024 Seltos

2024 Kia Niro EV

2024 Kia Sportage 2024 Kia Telluride

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

By Spencer Seymour

Offensive improvement was the 
storyline last Thursday when the 
A.N.A.F. U15 A Boys St. Marys Rock 
defeated the Dorchester Dragons by 
a score of 6-3 at the PRC. It was the 
team’s first victory of this season.

Head Coach Dan McIntosh told the 
Independent that the key to the 
team’s victory was their play in the of-
fensive zone, as evidenced by the six 
goals the Rock posted.

“We’ve been working a lot on what 
we’re doing in the offensive zone,” said 
McIntosh. “Our zone entries can get a 
bit better so I think that’s something 
we’ll be tightening up but I think we 
did some really good things when we 
got in the zone. We’ve been focusing a 
lot on our cycling of the puck and that 
was what I was really happy to see is 
how they were able to execute on the 
puck movement elements that we’ve 
been preaching.”

St. Marys led 2-0 after one peri-
od with goals coming from Hayden 
Wright and Jack Turner with Wright’s 
goal coming with the Rock short-
handed. Wright put up his second 
goal of the game in the middle frame 

on a powerplay followed by a goal 
by Ben Ewing just 36 seconds later. 
Dorchester finally stopped the bleed-

ing just 27 seconds later followed by 
another quick one less than a minute 
later to cut the lead to 4-2. Before the 

end of the second, Kolton McAllister 
responded for the Rock.

Both teams potted a powerplay mark-
er in the third, including the second 
tally of the evening for Ewing. Harp-
er Murrell earned the victory in goal 
for the Rock. McIntosh further elab-
orated on his team’s strong perfor-
mance, specifically citing their time 
in Dorchester’s zone along with the 
Rock’s special teams.

“I was pretty happy with that game 
overall. You can of course look at a 
couple of shifts and recognize that 
at times, they weren’t what we want-
ed them to be but as a whole, I think 
we got a good performance. We were 
pretty good on the forecheck, we were 
quick to the puck, and we were mov-
ing it, especially on the powerplay, we 
saw some good creativity in our puck 
movement.”

“We also were good on the penalty 
kill,” McIntosh continued. “I thought 
we did a good job getting in shoot-
ing lanes, taking some opportunities 
away, and helping our goaltender out. 
They did a nice job of rotating and 
covering for each other when we were 
shorthanded.”

U15 A Boys double up Dorchester in season’s first win

Ben Ewing scores on a breakaway during the A.N.A.F. U15 A Boys St. Marys Rock 
game last Thursday. (Photo by Spencer Seymour)
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By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys Lincolns got a breath of fresh air in 
the form of a 3-1 win over the Komoka Kings last 
Saturday in the second half of a back-to-back thanks 
in large part to a goal drought of one of their key for-
wards coming to an end. The night before, the Lincs 
dropped a back-and-forth contest against the Lon-
don Nationals by a score of 3-2 in overtime.

Head Coach Jeff Bradley told the Independent af-
ter Saturday’s win in Komoka that he felt the team 
played two solid games and were happy they got re-
warded for their efforts against the Kings.

“Honestly, it was the same kind of game as the night 
before against London,” said Bradley. “I thought, 
from top to bottom, everyone played well. We con-
tinue to be really good defensively which we feel is 
really important but we’re having a bit of a tough 
time putting the puck in the net. Looking at the stats 
after the game and seeing the chances we got, we 
definitely felt that we could have scored a lot more 
than we did. Their goaltender made a lot of really 
good saves.”

The only goal of the first 40 minutes of the game 
came in the first period when Luca Spagnolo buried 
his first goal of the season with just under four min-
utes left in the opening frame. Jaden Lee and Ryan 
Hodkinson picked up the assists. Spagnolo scored 
again at the 4:57 mark of the third period, this time 
on a powerplay with assists going to Lee and Josh 
Cornfield. Bradley noted the importance of the usual 
top-six linemates, Spagnolo and Lee, to rejuvenate 
their offensive production.

“It was big. We needed him and Jaden [Lee] to get 
back into a groove and play at the level we know 
they are capable of playing at. They are obviously 
big parts of this team so seeing Luca get two and 
having Jaden in on both of them is hopefully the first 
step to those two getting on a big roll.”

The Kings scored their only goal of the contest in 
the seconds following the end of a St. Marys penalty 
with Brody Fraleigh scoring his fourth of the season. 
It was the only blemish on an otherwise strong night 
in goal for Colby Booth-Housego who made 26 saves 
to get the win.

Almost exactly 10 minutes after Spagnolo’s second 
of the game, Chase MacQueen-Spence potted his 
seventh of the season, a second-chance opportunity 
after a net-front scramble involving Colton Hender-
son and Jimmy Schiedel, both of whom picked up 
helpers on the goal. The goal came on a night when 
MacQueen-Spence seemed to be experiencing a 
night of misfortune with the puck refusing to coop-
erate despite his best efforts.

“Chase is obviously an incredibly talented player, it 
was good to see him get one,” noted Bradley. “Some-
times, when things aren’t clicking for you, you try to 
do different things but our message to him was just 
keep playing your game and doing the things that 
make you successful and pucks will start going in. 
That’s what he did, he kept working hard and he got 
rewarded for it.”

The Lincolns’ lineup was notably different due to 
Marcus Dashevsky missing the game for school-re-
lated reasons and Ethan Weir getting called up to 
the OHL’s Kingston Frontenacs. Bradley said he was 
pleased with how everyone handled the significant 
line alterations.

“I think everyone handled things really well. There 
were quite a few adjustments that everyone had to 

make with Ethan and Marcus out and everybody did 
well. People got opportunities that they don’t nor-
mally get and played with linemates they haven’t 
played a ton with and everyone handled it really 
well.”

One night previously, the Lincolns played a solid, 
responsible game against the London Nationals on 
home ice, but, unlike what would happen the next 
night in Komoka, the Lincs came out on the losing 
end, dropping the game 3-2 in overtime. The Head 
Coach, looking at how well his group stuck to the 
gameplan, didn’t see too much to complain about.

“It was a good game. London really played well, es-
pecially in the third, I thought we had a couple of 
good periods in the first and second and then they 
were able to give us a big push in the third which 
we expected. Us being shorthanded for much of the 
third obviously didn’t help us with the momentum 
but overall, I thought we played well.”

The only goal of the first period came off of a pow-
erplay snipe by Weir, his fourth of the year. The Lon-
don native has scored in three straight games for the 
Lincolns and has points in each of his last four. His 
line along with goaltender Booth-Housego, who had 
a 32-save performance, stood out to the bench boss.

“Colby was really good for us in net. There were 
definitely some important saves that he had to make. 
[Ethan] Weir’s line with [Noah] VandenBrink and 
[Bily] Van Sumeren continued to be very good. As a 
whole, though, I think everyone played a solid game 
and it was unfortunate that we didn’t get the end 
result we wanted.”

Talan Palmer got the Nationals on the board with 
a shorthanded goal off a two-on-one break by the 
London penalty kill. Close to 10 minutes later, how-
ever, a feed by Van Sumeren found Ryder Livermore 
in the slot who backhanded home his first as a Lin-
coln to retake the lead heading into the final 20 min-

utes of regulation.

In the third, a steady stream of penalties coupled 
with a strong finish by the Nats allowed London to 
tie the game at two apiece with the first of the sea-
son by Nolan Baldwin.

“The penalties we took were part of it but when 
you’re playing a good team like London and they are 
down going into the third, you have to expect that 
they are going to bring a strong push and that’s what 
they did. I thought we handled it pretty well consid-
ering most of their chances came on the powerplay.

“Then, you’re in overtime and both teams are one 
shot away at every moment and they got that one 
shot,” Bradley continued. “It can go either way when 
you’ve got two good teams in overtime. We hit a post 
and their goalie made a great save on a two-on-one 
so we had some really good chances but we just 
couldn’t bury enough of them. We’re trying really 
hard right now to get more pucks in the net and it 
starts with getting good chances which we are so we 
know those goals will come.”

The overtime winner came off a tight-angle shot by 
Baldwin for his second of the game.

Defensive responsibility is arguably the most im-
portant tenant to the Lincolns’ style of play. How-
ever, the bench boss did note that, given the over-
whelming talent of the team, they are pushing for 
more goals which Bradley believes they will find.

“We’re trying to put an emphasis on being hungri-
er around the net and I think they’re doing that. 
The guys are playing their guts out and you can’t 
tell a kid to shoot two inches higher when the goalie 
makes an unbelievable backdoor save or shoot two 
inches lower so it doesn’t hit the crossbar. We know 
we’re doing good things and we believe that as long 
as we keep doing those good things and we’re hun-
gry around the net, that more goals will come.”

Lincs find much-needed win in Komoka

BENCHMARK REAL ESTATE
SERVICES CANADA INC., BROKERAGE

178 Queen Street East, St. Marys

 

THINKING 
OF BUYING 

OR SELLING?

www.benchmark-realestate.ca

519-870-5333Jeff Hiscock
BROKER

Tel: 
Hiscock.jeff@gmail.com

Marty Thomson
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Tel: 519-318-7584
marty@martythomson.com

  

  
243 James Street South, St. Marys

$674,900 – MLS #40504616

This century home offers a perfect 
blend of character and convenience

  

  
232 Elgin Street East, St. Marys

$724,900 – MLS # 40500321

Charming 1874 Limestone Cottage 
Bungalow - A Historic Gem in St. Marys

  

  

FOR SALE
BUILDING ONLY

  

  
121 Queen St E, St. Marys

$849,900 – MLS #40474409

Investment Opportunity – Excellent 
Income. 4 Apts + Main Floor

  

  
Sugarbush Village

$619,900 – MLS #40481256

Over 55 Retirement Living At It’s Finest
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ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
PERTH REGIMENT VETERANS

BRANCH 236 ST MARYS

HOURS
TUE – THU 3PM - ???
FRI NOON TILL ???

SAT – NOON TILL CLOSING

HOT DOG / SAUSAGE FRIDAY 
AT NOON 

MEAT DRAW SAT AT 5 PM
20 CHANCES FOR MEAT PRIZES, 

PLUS A 50/50 DRAW

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE HALL FOR RENT
66 CHURCH STREET NORTH, 

ST MARYS 519 284-2267

Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys

Buying?
Selling?
Mortgage?

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL 
- FARM PROPERTY

Give us a call
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By Spencer Seymour

The Home Hardware Building Centre 
U13 C Boys St. Marys Rock got back 
in the win column last Wednesday 
with a 4-1 win over the visiting Dres-
den Jr. Kings.

Head Coach Jayden Rooney told the 
Independent that he was happy with 
his team’s performance at both ends 
of the ice.

“Our forecheck was really good, we 
did a nice job at getting traffic to 
the net,” said Rooney. “I liked how 
we were backchecking and blocking 
shots as well. They tried to get a lot 
on our net but the guys did a good job 
getting in front of them.”

Ben Becker led the charge for the 
Rock offensively, scoring two of the 
team’s four goals. Cam Hughes and 
Jude Schlotzhauer each also found 

the back of the net. Rooney detailed 
what the team’s focuses had been go-
ing into the contest.

“Going in, we had been focusing on 
getting more pucks on net and pres-
suring the puck carrier, both on the 
backcheck as well as in the offensive 
zone to try to create turnovers. We’ve 
also been trying to continue mak-
ing good passes, keeping our heads 
up, and getting good, hard shots, and 
I think they did a good job on all of 
those.”

“We’ve really started to click early on 
in this season,” Rooney continued. 
“Especially with us getting a few wins 
piled up right off the bat, it gets the 
boys fired up and excited to come to 
the rink and play as a team which I 
think has translated into more suc-
cess on the ice.”

Strong two-way effort puts U13 
C Boys back in win column

St. Marys bowlers capture 
medals at Fall Masters

On Sunday, October 29th, six YBC bowlers from St. Marys Bowling Lanes com-
peted in the Fall Masters Tournament at the Fairmont Lanes in London, including 
Bridget Stevens, Nate Sims, and James Van De Gevel, pictured above. Stevens 
won the high series medal with a score of 387. Sims captured the highest points 
above average in a single game with plus 46 points. The high single flat medal was 
awarded to James Van De Gevel with a score of 141. The team of Van De Gevel, 
Nathan McKeen, and Scott Rinn placed fifth out of 22 teams. Stevens, Natalie McK-
een, and Derek King placed 14th. Sims and Landon Ball were part of the team that 
finished 12th. (Contributed photo)
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63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6  
Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

www.samshomehardware.com 

Watch for the Gift and 
Toy Guide coming soon

10% off McCully's Pepper Jelly

Store Hours for November

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Closed Mondays in November
Open Daily 10 -5; Saturday 9 - 5

Check out our selection of ready-made meals. We 
offer a wide variety of meat pies and soups, along 

with baked beans, chili, shepard's pie and beef stew. 
Don't forget to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, 
maple butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

McCully's Makes Meal Prep Fast & Simple

We have local carrots and hot house peppers,              
and tomatoes. McCully’s now carries locally produced, 

four wood blend BBQ smoker pellets.
Local Ontario Apples now available at McCully’s

By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys DCVI Senior Boys volleyball team 
won both of their league games hosted at the local 
high school last Tuesday.

In their first game of the day, the Senior Boys took 
on St. Anne’s and the first set was controlled largely 
by the Salukis, who won the opening set 25-17. The 
second set, however, saw the St. Marys side falter 
with too many hits being sent too far or outside the 
boundaries. St. Anne’s even things up, taking the 
set 25-21.

The Salukis bounced back in a big way in the third 
set, taking it 25-14 and securing the win in the pro-
cess. Head Coach Stephen Chateauvert admitted 
that the team’s in-game consistency was a bit of a 
roller coaster, despite being happy about his team 
getting the win.

“We were a bit up-and-down,” Chateauvert told the 
Independent. “We played in a tournament [on Octo-
ber 20th] and even though we only advanced to the 
semis, we played really well all the way through. It 
felt like we had finally found the consistency we 
had been searching for so I had high hopes for to-
day and we didn’t play poorly or anything, but we 
couldn’t find that same consistency.”

Although the set-by-set scores were a bit tighter 
than in game one, it was more of the same for the 
Salukis in their second match of the day when they 
took on South Huron. After St. Marys won the first 
set 25-23, South Huron responded by taking the 
second by a score of 26-24. In the third set, the Sa-
lukis closed it out with a 25-20 score in their favour 
to claim the victory.

Chateauvert said it’s a positive sign that the team 

is resilient enough to weather in-game storms and 
believes, if the team can maintain a high energy 
level, that they have the capacity to be a very strong 
team in the Huron-Perth loop.

“Something we’ve been working on is staying ener-
getic and enthusiastic no matter what is happening. 
It’s such a mental game that you can’t play any low-
er than high in terms of your energy level. If you do, 
you get a lot more ups and you’re flying high, even 

if you may be down on the scoreboard.”

“We’ve certainly gotten better as the season has 
gone along at getting out of the low spots,” contin-
ued Chateauvert. “It’s nice for me to know and nice 
for them to know that even if they do get down in 
a game and lose that energy a bit, they have the 
ability to get it back.”

The Head Coach further elaborated on the 
strengths of his group, flashes of which were seen 
during chunks of their two games last Tuesday.

“I do like the fact that we’re continuing to attack the 
ball. We’re just not finishing as much as we’d like 
to but we’re putting ourselves in positions to score 
and I think the finishing is a matter of continuing 
to practice that. Our setting is pretty good and our 
passing is good but at times, we fall into a bit of a 
malaise of some sort where we lose a bit of the in-
tensity we’d been playing with.”

This past Saturday, the team went to Stratford for 
a tournament against teams from across Ontario. 
Chateauvert had glowing reviews for his team’s 
performance, even though they bowed out in the 
quarter-finals.

“We had three goals for the tournament. We wanted 
to be consistently loud and constantly communica-
tive, and we did quite well at that all day. We wanted 
that consistency energy and enthusiasm, and again, 
we did quite well there even when we were down 
in a game. We also wanted to increase our serving 
percentage and we were ‘hit-and-miss’ in that re-
gard but that’s something you can work on in prac-
tice and get better at. The biggest things for us were 
the consistency and the energy and I think they did 
a really good job in those areas.”

Sr. Boys volleyball team wins two, plays well in 
Saturday tourney

R.J. Martin takes flight and smashes the ball over the 
net during the St. Marys DCVI Senior Boys volleyball 
team’s game against St. Anne’s. (Photo by Spencer 
Seymour)



Thursday, November 2, 2023 17St. Marys Independent

By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys Landscaping U11 B 
Girls St. Marys Rock may not have 
started exactly how they would have 
liked to, but they finished strong and, 
in doing so, claimed a 2-1 win this 
past Sunday over the Kitchener Lady 
Rangers.

Coach Mark Frayne said that one of 
the team’s greatest attributes is their 
work ethic which, after a lackluster 
first period, they rediscovered and 
rode to victory.

“The last few games, we’ve been work-
ing really hard,” Frayne told the Inde-
pendent. “Work ethic is a big thing for 
this group and I think, in the first pe-
riod of this game, we started a little bit 
slow. But, in the second and third peri-
ods, I thought we turned it around, we 
found that compete level and it helped 
create the lucky bounce that ended up 
being the game-winner.”

Kitchener took the 1-0 lead in the first 
period before the Rock roared back 
to life in the middle frame, scoring 
twice in the middle frame. Molly Aarts 
scored first for St. Marys assisted by 
Jess Zwambag and Addison Hud-
son. Later in the period, a fortuitous 
bounce off of a Kitchener defender 

redirected into the net with credit for 
the eventual game-winner going to 
Molly Haight.

Goaltender Evelyn McAllister and the 
rest of the Rock locked things down in 
the third to come away with the 2-1 
victory. Frayne was impressed with 
the team’s improvements at getting 
the play out of their own end.

“The number one thing that I think 
we saw them really take strides for-
ward in was the girls’ ability to get the 
puck out of our zone. That’s something 
we’ve spent quite a bit of time working 
on and I think they did a good job at 
what we’ve been trying to work on. It 
just comes down to looking and keep-
ing your head up, assessing your op-
tions and making the smart play.”

“The other key for us that I think we 
can really take out of this game was 
how we were putting pressure on the 
puck,” Frayne continued. “When we 
get it into the offensive zone, we’ve 
been really pushing them to be the 
first ones to the puck and while we 
didn’t quite execute that as much as 
we would have liked to in the first, 
they turned it around in the second 
and third and did a much better job.”

Molly Aarts taps a goal into Kitchener’s net during the St. Marys Landscaping U11 
B Girls St. Marys Rock game this past Sunday. (Photo by Spencer Seymour)

SPORTS —

Walk In Flu & COVID Clinics
The Happy Valley Family Health Team, in partnership with the 
Town of St. Marys and the Huron Perth Public Health Unit, will 
be offering WALK IN flu shot and COVID-19 vaccine clinics at 
the Pyramid Recreation Centre for Residents of St. Marys and 

surrounding rural areas on:

Please note that masking is required by all attendees over the age of 2 years. 
Please wear a shortsleeved shirt and be prepared to wait 15 minutes after your 
immunization(s). Arrive at the clinic through Entrance B. The flu shot and the 

COVID-19 vaccine can be safely given at the same time. 

To be eligible for the flu shot, you must be over the age of 6 months and 
feeling well. To be eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine, you must be over the 

age of 6 months, with at least 6 months having passed since your last dose 
of COVID-19 vaccine or confirmed COVID-19 infection. The new monovalent 

Moderna vaccine will be available on these dates. High dose and adjuvanted 
flu vaccines for adults ages 65 years and older will be offered to eligible 

individuals while quantities are available. If you have specific questions about 
the COVID-19 vaccine, please call the Provincial Vaccine Contact Centre at 

1-833-943-3900, Monday to Friday from 8:30am to 5:00pm (excluding holidays).

• Thursday November 2nd 
10:00am-5:30pm

• Wednesday November 8th 
10:00am-5:30pm

Newcomers Welcome Package Program
This program has been introducing local businesses and services to those

new to the community for over 30 years.

Deadline for 2024 Sponsorship payment extended to November 6th
For an annual cost of $100, you could introduce yourself to new

residents and put your promotional material directly into their hands.
Welcome packages are distributed to newcomers free through the St.
Marys Public Library and are prepared by the Friends of the Library.

Just a few more days to be a 2024 Sponsor
For more information email

U11 B Girls work their way to victory
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SPORTS —

St. Marys Town Hall TheatreSt. Marys Town Hall Theatre

By Spencer Seymour

Ahead of their regular season open-
er, the St. Marys Kinsmen U9 C Girls 
travelled to Monkton for U9 Hocke-
toberfest hosted by the Central Perth 
Predators and came away with a 2-0-
1 record.

In the first game of the day against the 
South Huron Sabres, the Rock came 
out of the gates flying with some early 
goals to take the lead for good. Mya 
Grose stood tall in the net and, in do-
ing so, earned her first-ever shutout. 
Multiple skaters added a few more 
goals including Aspen Bond, who was 
named Player of the Game by the op-
position.

St. Marys was back on the ice to face 
the Huron Heat in what was described 
as the game of the day. Both teams 
played great positioning and battled 
for every puck in the game. Bond and 
Addy Laidlaw potting goals for the 
Rock in a 3-3 draw. Player of the game 
honours as selected by the Heat went 
to Grose who made a dozen big saves 
to counteract the Heat goalie’s like-

wise strong effort at the other end.

Game Three was against the host 
Central Perth Predators. Both teams, 
who had spent almost nine hours at 
the arena, dug in for the final game of 
the tournament. The Rock came away 
with a convincing victory thanks to 
an excellent team effort as evidenced 
by every Rock player getting at least 
one goal. Grose earned her second 
shutout on the day and, after scoring 
her first regular season goals, Savan-
nah McGill-Liao was selected by the 
Predators as the Player of the Game. 

Between games, the girls all partici-
pated in a Chuck-A-Puck for a prize, 
which was about the only thing that 
the Rock struggled with on the day. 
The coaching staff told the Indepen-
dent that they were very proud of the 
girls for all the effort put forth over 
the one-day tournament. The staff 
were also proud of the professional-
ism and sportsmanship shown by the 
team in the pair of lopsided games 
while buckling their game down for 
their hard-fought game against the 
Heat.

U9 C Girls enjoy great success in tournament debut

The St. Marys Kinsmen U9 C Girls St. Marys Rock were in Monkton for the U9 
Hocktoberfest tournament hosted by the Central Perth Predators. Pictured in the 
front row is goaltender Mya Grose. In the middle row, from left to right, are Coach 
Mike Kittmer, Sianna Sicilia, Lindsey King, Jillian Davies, Geneviève  MacNeil, As-
pen Bond, and Assistant Coach and Trainer Sarah McGill. In the back row, from 
left, are Assistant Coach Derek Laidlaw, Ella Stacey, Addison Poetker, Hailey Wil-
son, Adelyn Laidlaw, Savannah McGill-Liao, Adalyn Blake, Jacklyn Kittmer, and 
Assistant Trainer Matt Grose. (Contributed photo)

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/ST-MARYS-INDEPENDENT
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By Wendy Lamond

A transformation has taken place at 
13 Water Street South formerly oc-
cupied by G's Eats & Treats. It has 
now been revamped into the Quarry 
Room. This beautiful space will now 
be available to book private events, 
parties, group functions and meet-
ings. The room will hold up to 60 peo-
ple maximum but ideally would be 
comfortable with 15 to 55. There are 
65" screens available connected to an 
input station for laptop use if needed.

The Quarry Room is only for booked 
events but is available seven days a 
week with negotiable hours.

The full Gilly's menu is available, 
however Chef Miguel will work with 
you on specific menu ideas, group 

platters, coffee and snack options and 
other food options that will suit your 
needs. The new room is also fully li-
cenced and will provide your group 
with a comfortable area for your 
event. There may be a small fee to 
book depending on the size of your 
event and how many people you have. 

The space is getting popular as own-
er Mike Bayer commented that they 
already have bookings well into the 
spring. The staff is looking forward to 
welcoming your group and will work 
with you to make sure you have ev-
erything you need.

If you would like more information 
or to book The Quarry Room, you can 
email GillysstonetownPubhouse@
gmail.com.

STRATFORD KIA CERTIFIED PRE-OWNEDSTRATFORD KIA CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED

2022 Kia Forte EX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
25,924 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Kia Soul EX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
49,307 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2020 Kia Soul EX

$28,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,098 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia K5 GT-Line

$43,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
25,122 km

All-Wheel Drive

2023 Kia Telluride SX

$64,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,620 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Kia Forte LX

$26,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
46,884 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia Forte EX

$32,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
15,251 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2020 Kia Soul EX

$27,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
23,023 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Kia Forte EX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
41,207 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia Forte GT-Line

$36,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
36,880 km

Front-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2021 Kia Soul EV 2022 Kia K5 GT

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
47,979 km

$44,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
42,936 km

All-Wheel Drive Front-Wheel Drive

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

Bad or Challenging Credit? No problem!  Everyone is approved, some conditions apply.Bad or Challenging Credit? No problem!  Everyone is approved, some conditions apply.

2021 Kia Forte EX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
49,005 km

Front-Wheel Drive

COMMUNITY —
The Quarry Room, now available to book for group 
events
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Paving Completed on the Grand Trunk Trail
By Wendy Lamond

If you have been out and 
about lately at the north end 
of town you would have seen 
a lot of activity taking place 
on the Grand Trunk Trail.  
This stemmed from a Kins-
men project co-chaired by 
Chris Smith and Kenny Hut-
ton to pave the trail east of 
Wellington St. right through 
to Glass St. and to add some 
lighting along that stretch.   
The paving step of the job 
was completed this week.  
According to Kinsmen mem-
ber and Texo Terra owner, 
Chris Smith, "We are still 
waiting for the lights to ar-
rive.  It still needs a bit more 
landscaping and restoration 

to be completed."

There were lots of people 
involved in this big project.  
Bill Richardson from Lavis 
was a big help and provided 
some senior guidance. Kent 
Robson from Robson Scrap 
Metal in town provided a flat 
deck to use with the rolloff to 
move the paver.

The following were on-site 
to assist: Norm Couthard, Jeff 
Wolfe, Todd Thibodeau, Alex 
Taylor, Texo Terra guys, Ja-
son Chandler, Lewis Van Ga-
len, Matthew Steward, Paul 
Scheuermann, Bill Richard-
son and Chris Smith. Also, a 
big thanks to an anonymous 
donor that helped see this 
project come to fruition.  

COMMUNITY —

2020 Hyundai Ioniq Electric 

$31,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 33,380 KM

2021 Mazda 3 Sport

$31,598 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 33,718 KM

2021 Dodge Challenger R/T

$52,598 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 15,119 KM

2020 Ford Escape Titanium Hybrid

$35,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 10,215 KM

2017 Nissan Rogue SV

$18,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 142,904 KM

2021 Nissan Rogue SV

$37,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 31,040 KM

2021 VW Atlas Cross Sport R

$49,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 47,830 KM

2020 Ford Fusion Hybrid

$31,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 21,343 KM

2022 Toyota Carolla

$28,598 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 29,999 KM

2022 Mazda CX-9 Touring

$45,598 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 21,998 KM

2021 Subaru Crosstrek Ltd Convenience

$31,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 41,077 KM

2019 Ford Mustang Gt

$42,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 30,964 KM

2019 Infiniti QX50 Essential

$32,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 55,509 KM

TRADE-IN EVENT AT STRATFORD NISSAN! UPGRADE YOUR RIDE TODAY

STRATFORD NISSAN

Preferred

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

BAD CREDIT... NO PROBLEM!. We work with multiple banks and credit unions to get you APPROVED with LOWEST RATE POSSIBLE! All Credit 
Approved with $0 Down.

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519.273.3119

www.stratfordnissan.com

STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00  PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon.-Fri. 8:00-5:00
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Memorial Banners 
displayed around town

Pictured, from left, are Tyler Bowering from Forman Electric, Mike Bannerman and 
Bob Houston from the Legion who were busy downtown on Friday hanging up 
the 'Lest We Forget' memorial banners honouring local Veterans. There will be 
130 banners on poles outside and 42 hanging in the windows in local businesses. 
There will be a branch Remembrance Day parade and cenotaph service on Sun-
day, November 5th and a Town Remembrance Service at the Cenotaph on Satur-
day November 11th.  (Wendy Lamond photo)

COMMUNITY —

coffee
council

with

The Flour Mill 
(6 Water St. S)

Saturday, November 4,  11 am - 1 pm

Enjoy a 
free drink

on us!

Join Mayor Al Strathdee and members of
Council for an informal opportunity to

chat about the 2024 municipal budget.

Enjoy a free hot beverage, courtesy of the
Town of St. Marys, and get the answers to

your burning budget questions!

More details: townofstmarys.com/coffeewithcouncil
Questions: communications@town.stmarys.on.ca

It was a Monday evening and we decided to go to our neighbourhood 
diner, The Sunset. We were leaving for holidays the next morning and this 
seemed like an easy and yummy option. I certainly wasn’t thinking about 
Giving Tuesday, but that was soon to change!

We sat down, ordered our food and a woman came over with a lovely Fall 
decoration in her hands. “Here, she said, this is for you” I immediately 
said that I couldn’t accept that, “Why?”,she said. I replied that it was it 
was too nice to give away. Her name was Donna and she told me that 
she made the centrepieces for the diner and that she’d given away four 
already. “Please take it,“ and I did.

It wasn’t five minutes later that another woman walked by our table, 
smiled and placed two twenty dollar bills on our table and moved to 
another and did the same.

At that point I was hit by a feeling of gratitude and a bit of shock, two 
amazing and kind interactions in ten minutes…

That’s when I began to think about Giving Tuesday. I asked both women 
to come back to our table, I asked if they knew about Giving Tuesday. 
They’d  heard of it but didn’t know much. I talked about it a little and then 
they shared stories about why they do what they do. Their willingness to 
share was truly remarkable!

Giving Tuesday is about people giving to others, what it is doesn’t matter , 
it can be any gesture given from our hearts.

That’s what I felt from the two women that Monday night. And supper was 
definitely yummy!

- MH, St. Marys
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By Mary Smith

This is a special time of the year for 
downtown St. Marys. The Royal Cana-
dian Legion Perth Regiment Veterans 
Branch 236 displays the wonderful 
banners honoring men and women 
who served in the Canadian Armed 
Forces. The 172 individuals shown on 
the 2023 banners served our coun-
try in many various ways. They may 
have been in the army during one of 
the two World Wars or perhaps in the 
air force, navy or merchant marine. 
They may have seen more recent con-
flicts, such as the war in Afghanistan. 
They were gunners, pilots, mechanics, 
nurses, navigators, medics, drivers, 
or they had some other integral role 
to play. Some of the banners show 
the faces of men who were killed in 
action or lost at sea – who never re-
turned to their families. Others came 
home following their term of service 
and their families are still part of our 
community.

Earle Melvin Crosthwaite, a busi-
nessman in downtown St. Marys for 
almost 40 years, was a veteran of 
World War I, a charter member of the 
local branch of the Legion and long-
time treasurer of that organization. 
Earle was born in February 1895 in 
Norwich, in South Oxford Township, 
the only son of Melvin and Elizabeth 
(Poole) Crosthwaite. He had two old-
er sisters, Hattie and Jessie. Earle’s 
father, Melvin, had worked with his 
father, Peter Crosthwaite, on a 176-
acre farm on Lot 10, Concession 8, 
East Oxford Township. Peter died 
in 1884 and by the 1891 census, the 
Crosthwaite family had moved clos-
er to Norwich where Earle was born. 
His father, Melvin, died in 1899 when 
Earle was just four years old, leaving 
his mother to manage the household 
and raise her three children.

Earle attended elementary and high 
school in Norwich. He was a good ath-
lete and played on his school football 
team. When he graduated, he appren-
ticed to a chemist in St. Thomas and 
worked at a pharmacy in that city. He 
then was accepted into the Ontario 
College of Pharmacy in Toronto. At 
that time, the length of the formal pro-
gram at the college was much shorter 
than it later became; much of a phar-
macist’s training took place during 
the apprenticeship period. Earle en-
joyed his studies in Toronto and, in 
his spare time, took part in a number 
of inter-faculty team sports including 
soccer and hockey. He graduated with 
his pharmaceutical degree in 1917. In 
August of that year, the Government 

of Canada passed the Military Service 
Act, making military service manda-
tory, for the duration of the war, for all 
men between the ages of 20 and 45, 
if called. In accordance with the Act, 
Earle registered on October 11, 1917, 
underwent an initial physical and 
waited to be called up. Meanwhile, he 
worked in Toronto and, on Decem-
ber 13, 1917, he married 20-year-old 
Mary Irene Laughlin, in St. Thomas.  

However, they were only able to 
spend a few months together. Earle 
Crosthwaite was ordered to report for 
duty on May 6, 1918, and his young 
wife returned home to St. Thomas 
to wait for his return. Earle’s medi-
cal-related training was soon put to 
use. Soon after he joined up, the first 
cases of the terrible Spanish influen-
za broke out in Canada, affecting not 
only the civilian population but also 
many soldiers returning from over-
seas. Soon the pandemic was in full 
force and Earle spent the winter of 
1918-1919 working in military hos-
pitals in Hamilton and Burlington, 
where, according to his own account, 
“Patients were brought in at the rate 
of 300 a day.” On November 11, 1918, 
the Armistice was signed. But there 
was still a great deal to be done. All 
the soldiers had to be repatriated 
and for several months in early 1919, 
Earle worked with the Transatlantic 
Conducting Service, travelling from 
Halifax to Liverpool to Southampton 
and back to Halifax again. Earle was 

placed in charge of the dispensary for 
the hospitals on these ships for the 
many wounded among the troops be-
ing transported home to Canada. He 
also worked on railway transport be-
tween the Port of Quebec and Toronto. 
He was finally demobilized on August 
14, 1919. According to the discharge 
certificate, Sergeant Crosthwaite was 
24 years old, 5 foot, 7 inches tall, 
with brown eyes and brown hair. Ac-
cording to his final payroll records, 
as a married man, he had regular-
ly assigned most of his army pay to 
his wife in St. Thomas. Much of this 
information comes from a profile of 
E. M. Crosthwaite, published in the 
Journal Argus on November 23, 1933, 
part of a long-running series: “The 
People We Meet.” It is clear from the 
article that the writer, probably Lorne 
A. Eedy, liked Earle Crosthwaite and 
enjoyed talking to him. 

Following his discharge, Earle re-
turned to his profession as a pharma-
cist, working for a drug company in St. 
Catharines. A significant event for the 
family was the birth in 1920 of a son, 
Jack Laughlin Crosthwaite. Seeking 
the opportunity to go into business 
for himself, in 1922, Earle purchased 
a pharmacy in St. Marys from Frank 
McLean and the Crosthwaites moved 
to this community. The McLean drug 
store had been in St. Marys for several 
generations, first established in 1854 
as the “Apothecary Hall” on the north 
side of Queen Street, midway be-

tween Wellington and Water Streets. 
The business relocated several times. 
When Earle bought it, for several de-
cades it had been on the south side 
of Queen Street in the block of lime-
stone buildings where the entrance 
to Meridian Credit Union is today. In 
1925, Earle Crosthwaite purchased 
this building. A major tenant was the 
Province of Ontario Savings Office, 
established by the Government of 
Ontario in 1922. The St. Marys branch 
was situated directly on the south-
west corner of Queen and Wellington 
Streets in what became known as the 
Crosthwaite block. 

The Crosthwaites soon became ac-
tive in the community. They attend-
ed First Baptist Church and Earle 
still occasionally played goal for the 
Knox-Baptist soccer team in the town 
league. However, by the 1930s, his fa-
vourite sport was lawn-bowling. Irene 
Crosthwaite joined the McConnell 
Club, a young women’s service orga-
nization, formed during World War I 
to raise funds to support the troops 
overseas. It was named after William 
McConnell, who had been a popular 
member of their social group before 
he enlisted in September 1915. He 
was eventually sent to the Front and 
was wounded at Ypres. He died of his 
wounds on September 11, 1916. The 
McConnell Club continued as a social 
and community service club after the 
War and still exists today. This week’s 
photograph shows the Crosthwaite 
family with a friend at the McConnell 
Club picnic in Springbank Park, Lon-
don, in 1925. 

Earl Crosthwaite was for many years 
a member of the municipally appoint-
ed Board of Health and served as the 
chair of that committee in the 1930s. 
He was also a member of St. James 
Masonic Lodge and the Order of the 
Eastern Star. He liked working on 
the property around his home at 31 
Ontario Street South and, according 
to the 1933 article, had “improved it 
greatly the past few years.” He also 
enjoyed fishing trips to Tobermory. 
The Journal Argus writer concluded 
that “Mr. Crosthwaite is regarded as 
an enterprising, capable and success-
ful businessman. He is never known 
to grouse about conditions.” When he 
died in August 1960, he was greatly 
mourned by the community. As men-
tioned near the beginning of this col-
umn, he was instrumental in estab-
lishing the local branch of the Royal 
Canadian Legion. Earle Crosthwaite 
surely would have been pleased that 
veterans are still remembered in St. 
Marys today.

HISTORIC ST. MARYS: Earle Crosthwaite, Pharmacist

HISTORY —

From the left: Earle and Irene Crosthwaite , their friend, Laurene Wilson, and their 
small son, Jack, pose as part of a group photograph at the McConnell Club picnic 
in Springbank Park in 1925.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/ST-MARYS-INDEPENDENT
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STONETOWN
TRAVEL

HEAD OFFICE: 

150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4  |  TICO #50010159

BRANCH OFFICE: 

210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9  |  TICO #50025796

St. Marys 519-284-2332 | New Hamburg 226-333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

DISCOVER PORTUGAL

TULIP TIME IN HOLLAND IRELAND

NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR

JUNE 5-16, 2024JUNE 5-16, 2024

SEPTEMBER 18-29, 2024SEPTEMBER 18-29, 2024

MARCH 31 – APRIL 8, 2024MARCH 31 – APRIL 8, 2024

JULY 29 – AUGUST 9, 2024JULY 29 – AUGUST 9, 2024

2024 GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES 2024 GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES 
HOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVELHOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVEL
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THORNDALE
WEEKLY NEWS

RUN YOUR THORNDALE 
BASED AD HERE!

Affordable advertising prices to meet every budget!

CONTACT US AT THORNDALEONTARIONEWS@GMAIL.COM

By Nancy Abra

Last Saturday evening, West Nissouri 
Public School grade 8 class along with 
some of their parents, transformed 
the Thorndale Lions Community Cen-
tre into a ‘spook’tacular event. They 
converted the community rooms into 
a haunted house and the gym became 
a carnival area with Halloween theme 
games with prizes, crafts and popcorn 
and cotton candy treats.

Lori Russell who headed up this 
event committee said, “This evening 
was a great success. The students 
had a blast setting all of this up and 
running the event.” Russell remarked 
that there was approximately 350 
people who attended and “at times 

the line- up to go through the haunt-
ed house area was out the main doors 
and down the sidewalk”. Admission to 
this Halloween event was by donation 
and money raised will go towards the 
West Nissouri Grade 8 year end trip 
and graduation in June. 

As for other community input, the 
BGC youth group donated the pop-
corn and cotton candy supplies. I 
Love Thorndale (ILT) supplied the 
decorations. With the mandate to 
‘collaborate, engage and inspire’, ILT 
directors are pleased that the youth 
of the community take an active role 
that benefits not only them but also  
the rest of the community of Thorn-
dale.

By Nancy Abra

Last Sunday morning, the 
Thorndale Lions Club hosted 
their annual fall Community 
Breakfast. The gym at the 
Thorndale Lions Community 
Centre was a full house with 
over 300 people who came 
out to support the Lions, en-
joy a full breakfast as well as 
catching up and visiting with 
friends and neighbours. 

Lions’ member, Keith Pa-
terson who heads up the 
committee for this breakfast 
said, “We are delighted with 
such a great turnout. Many 
of our members are here to 

cook, serve and clean up as 
well as a couple of young 
people came to help too. And 
we greatly appreciate the 
community who continue to 
support us.”

The proceeds from this com-
munity breakfast are going 
towards the Thorndale Lions 
pledge of $50,000 over five 
years to the St. Marys Hos-
pital. Lions member, Dave 
Graham, who heads up this 
project, said that this is the 
third year of their pledge 
to the hospital and they are 
very pleased that they were 
on track to meet their com-
mitment. 

By Nancy Abra

By day, Matt Adams’ house on El-
liott Trail in Thorndale is a simple 
two-storey grey house with a few 
unassuming objects in his yard and 
a bony character standing by the 
home’s entrance. But under the dark-
ness of night, and special lighting, 
Adams home is transformed into the 
neighbourhood’s haunted house.

“I have always liked Halloween,” Ad-
ams stated. “When I bought my first 
house, I decorated the yard, and it has 
grown from there as I try to add a few 
decorations every year to change it 
up. This year’s big addition is the 12ft 
skeleton.”

Adam said he gets some help to set 
up his spooky haunted house from 

a neighbour and family. “The word 
about our haunted house has spread 
around town” he said. “We get many 
visitors who slowly drive by, with 
windows down and kids looking and 
pointing. Last year we asked for do-
nations for the local food bank in 
Dorchester. People were very gener-
ous. And we have continued this for 
this year.”

Adams and his brother dressed up 
and become part of the haunted 
house, while his fiancée and sister-in-
law also in costumes, greet the ‘trick 
or treaters’ at the door with candy. 
His haunted house was part of the 
self-guided Thames Centre Hallow-
een Lights & Decoration Tour which 
ended on Halloween night.

Fairies, goblins and 
characters of all sorts

Thorndale Lions on track with pledge to St. Marys Hospital

On a dark and spooky night
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FALL SPECIAL
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 
EXCLUSIVE PROMOTION:

25% OFF ON PUBLIC TEE TIMES FOR 9 OR 18 HOLES 
EVERY MONDAY AND TUESDAY AFTER 2PM. 

SIMPLY VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND USE THE PROMO 
CODE SCIENCEHILL25 AT CHECKOUT OR VISIT OUR 

SHOP TO APPLY THE CODE AT CHECK-IN

(519) 284-3621

Sudoku

Id: 32560

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 25

5 2
9 4 5 1 2
7 3

2 8 9 4
5

4 7 6
8 4 9

7 5 8
6 7

Solution
5 6 1 4 9 2 8 3 7

3 9 4 5 8 7 6 1 2

8 7 2 6 1 3 9 4 5

2 8 6 1 5 9 3 7 4

9 1 5 7 3 4 2 8 6

4 3 7 2 6 8 5 9 1

7 2 8 3 4 5 1 6 9

1 4 3 9 2 6 7 5 8

6 5 9 8 7 1 4 2 3

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

Solutions on page 35

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

FERN PRIDHAM – Broker
519 274 2885

fernpridham@gmail.com

COLUMN —

Andrew L. Hodges  
Funeral Home Ltd.�

Serving St. Marys and area since 2003

47 Wellington Street South, St. Marys
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

519-284-2820

Offering personal and affordable funeral options,  
including burial, cremation and donation to science. 

Price list and preplanning information always  
available on our website or contact us  
to meet in person to discuss your wishes. 

This is a 30 minute one pan 
meal and can be made glu-
ten-free by using long-grain 
rice or GF orzo, dairy-free by 
substituting unsweetened co-
conut milk instead of cream. 
To reduce calories or carbs, 
use chopped cauliflower or 
cauliflower rice instead of 
orzo.

Orzo is similar to risotto but 
much easier to make! This is a 
perfect and simple weeknight 
meal.

Prep: 10m Cook: 20m Serves: 
4

Shrimp:

1 lb raw shrimp large, peeled, 
and deveined 16-20

1 tsp smoked paprika

½ tsp Italian seasoning 
(thyme, basil, oregano, rose-
mary)

¼ tsp salt

¼ tsp black pepper

5 cloves of garlic, minced

2 tbsp olive oil

Orzo & Sauce Ingredients:

1/3 c sun-dried tomatoes in 
oil, chopped

1 c orzo, uncooked

2 c chicken stock

1 can artichoke hearts, 
drained

3 ¾ c fresh spinach

1 c heavy cream

Salt & pepper

Method:

-Season shrimp with smoked 
paprika, Italian seasoning, 
salt and freshly ground black 
pepper.

-Heat 2 tbsp of olive oil on 
med-high in a large skillet 
until hot. Add shrimp and 
minced garlic, cook for about 
2m per side.

-Make sure shrimp are not 

overcrowded to avoid steam-
ing. You may have to work in 
batches. Remove shrimp to a 
plate.

-To the same, now empty skil-
let, add chopped sun-dried 
tomatoes, 1 c uncooked orzo, 
and 1 tbsp. olive oil. Cook the 
orzo on medium heat, stirring 
for about 2m until browned.

-Add 2c chicken stock and 
¼ tsp salt, then reduce to a 
simmer (med-low) and cook 
for about 5-10m, occasion-
ally stirring to prevent orzo 
from sticking to the bottom of 
the pan, until orzo is cooked 
through.

-Add spinach, artichokes, and 
cream. Stir everything on low-
med heat until spinach wilts. 
Add seared shrimp to the skil-
let with the cream sauce and 
simmer for about 2m or more 
until everything is warmed 
through.

-Season with salt & pepper 
and more smoked paprika 
if desired. Serve with crusty 
bread or side salad.

*You can store in an airtight 
container in the fridge for up 
to 3 days, reheat on stovetop 

or in the oven at 350° for 20-
30m.

Gingerbread Crazy Cake (No 
Eggs, Milk or Butter!)

Vegan ginger cake, also 
known as a Depression cake 
is delightful for the holidays 
and also makes an easy snack 
cake.

Prep: 15m Cook: 35m

Dry Ingredients:

1 ½ c all purpose flour

½ c granulated sugar

1 tsp baking powder

¼ tsp + 1/8 tsp baking soda

1 tsp cinnamon

1 ½ tsp ground ginger

¼ tsp ground cloves

¼ tsp salt

Wet Ingredients:

¼ c canola or vegetable oil of 
your choice

1 tsp pure vanilla extract

1 tbsp apple cider vinegar (or 
white vinegar)

¼ c molasses (un-sulphured)

1 c water

Method:

-Preheat oven to 350° degrees. 
Spray an 8x8 baking dish with 
non-stick cooking spray.

-In a small bowl, add water 
and molasses, stir until blend-
ed and set aside.

-In a large bowl, add the dry 
ingredients and mix well. 
Make 3 depressions in the dry 
ingredients; 2 small, 1 large. 
Add vanilla to the small de-
pression, vinegar in the other 
small depression and all oil to 
the large depression.

-Pour water and molasses 
mixture over the top and mix 
well until batter is smooth but 
do not overmix.

-Pour batter into prepared 
baking dish, bake on middle 
rack for approximately 35m. 
Check with a toothpick. Bak-
ing times may vary depending 
on the oven.

-When ready, remove and 
cool.

-Serve plain or with a dusting 
of powdered sugar, whipped 
cream, lemon sauce or cara-
mel sauce.

Enjoy!

WHAT'S FOR DINNER: Creamy Tuscan Shrimp Orzo

By Lauren Eedy

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/ST-MARYS-INDEPENDENT
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By VJ Knutson

This time last year, I was meeting 
with sorority members from Lon-
don, as well as local volunteers, to 
plan a Ukrainian Christmas.  It was 
a huge undertaking, and as a result, 
we were able to supply gifts to 78 
Ukrainians, as well as all the food 
to feed 158 people – cooked by our 
local Ukrainians.

This year, the big celebration will 
not occur, but I am contemplating 
ways to make sure that no one is 
left out.   Our Tania is compiling a 
list of families, ages, sizes, and so 
on, and I’m wondering if we can do 
an adopt-a-Ukrainian family pro-
gram or something.  I’d love to hear 
some ideas from readers.  I don’t 
want anyone to be alone for this im-
portant celebration.

I mentioned in a previous column 
that I was starting to compile a list 
of needs for the Winter season.  In 
response, I heard from Kristi Will-
son-Woolley, who contacted me to 
say she would be going to the Co-
lumbia outlet store and wanted 
to know if I knew of any family in 
need.  Kristi also culled through her 
own wardrobe and as a result seven 
Ukrainians have coats.  Thank you 
so much, Kristi!

Another special thank you this week 

goes to Jane from Grand Bend.  Jane 
first heard about our group from 
my sorority friend in London, and 
ever since has made regular contri-
butions toward the Ukrainian fam-
ilies here.  This past week, she and 
friends have been gathering winter 
clothes.   I haven’t actually met Jane 
in person, but hope to change that 
soon.

This upcoming Saturday (Novem-
ber 4th), we are planning to hold 
a gathering from 1:00 till 4:00 pm.  
Nothing formal, just bring a bever-
age, and a snack food if you’re feel-
ing ambitious.  Mostly, we are over-
due to get together and celebrate.  
All are welcome.  I’m waiting for 
confirmation on the venue, so watch 
St Marys Life on Facebook or write 

me for updates.

I’ve recently started to write a col-
umn for the Stratford Times as well, 
and one of the other writers con-
tacted me to express her interest 
in conducting interviews about the 
housing needs and employment is-
sues of newcomers.  Anyone inter-
ested can contact me and I’ll put 
you in touch with her.

Huron County Partners in Immigra-
tion in collaboration with the Uni-
versity of Guelph will be collecting 
data through a survey on the num-
bers of immigrants in Huron and 

Perth counties.  The survey is online 
from November 1st to 24th, 2023.  
The information gathered will help 
services focus on local needs in an 
informed manner.    The survey is 
available in English, Ukrainian, 
Spanish, and soon, Arabic.  If you 
know a new immigrant – tempo-
rary workers, international stu-
dents, or refugee claimants, please 
encourage them to complete the 
survey.  The survey can be accessed 
through huroncounty.ca.  Look for 
Huron-Perth Immigrant Survey.

By the time this column goes to 
publication, Halloween will be over, 
although the candy effect will linger 
on.  For Ukrainian children, Hallow-
een is a new concept.  It’s been fun 
to witness the excitement.  Tania’s 
boy didn’t really appreciate what 
was happening last year, but this 
year they were ready and eager for 
the big day to arrive.   Their enthu-
siasm is contagious.

Till next time.

(Reach me at english.knutson@
gmail.com)

HOSTING UKRAINE:  Coats, Costumes, and Other

Friends of the Library
BOOK SALE

Wednesday, November 8th
10:00am-8:00pm

Thursday, November 9th
10:00am-8:00pm

Friday, November 10th
10:00am-5:00pm

Saturday, November 11th
12:00pm-4:00pm

Thousands of fantastic used books, CDs and DVDs
are on offer. Everything is for sale by donation!

ST. MARYS TOWN
HALL AUDITORIUM

www.stonetowntravel.com

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL Where in the world Where in the world 

would you like to go?would you like to go?  

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel 

consultants today!consultants today!
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 WITH THE PURCHASE 
OF A MEAL

NOW YOU CAN ORDER ON OUR WEBSITE
WWW.ATHNSGREEKSOUVLAKI.COM

804 ONTARIO ST. STRATFORD, UNIT C1• 548-288-4165
OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY  11AM - 8PM

LOOK WHAT YOU GET EVERY DAY AT ATHENS SOUVLAKI 

PAM, REESE, JULIANNA AND LINA
WE LOVE WORKING AT ATHENS SOUVLAKI, AND WE GET BETTER 

THAN AVERAGE WAGES

**STRATFORD, GREAT NEWS** 
FINALLY, ATHENS GREEK SOUVLAKI AND 
MEDITERRANEAN GYRO ROTISSERIE HAS 

ARRIVED, AND IT’S OPEN FOR YOU.
THE VALUE AT ATHENS IS INCREDIBLE

OUR SERVICE IS SUPERB
THE QUALITY IS OUTSTANDING

OUR STAFF ARE VERY FRIENDLY AND EFFICIENT

ONE PRICE – YOU GET THE WHOLE DINNER, GREEK SALAD, LEMON ROAST POTATOES, 
MEDITERRANEAN RICE, PITA BREAD, TZATZIKI AND A DRINK – TREMENDOUS VALUE! 

OUR LEMON ROAST POTATOES AND MEDITERRANEAN RICE ARE DONE IN-HOUSE 

EVERYDAY FOR LUNCH FAMOUS GYRO 
FOR $6 

SERVED FROM 11AM - 3PM 
6 DAYS A WEEK

IF YOU FIND A BETTER VALUE THAN
ATHENS GREEK SOUVLAKI, WE WILL
CHEERFULLY REFUND YOUR MONEY.

Monday
GYRO DINNER

$12.95

Tuesday
PORK PITA COMBO

$11.95

wednesday
FALAFEL PITA $6.95

FALAFEL DINNER $ 12.95

thursday
GREEK SALAD WITH 

CHICKEN BREAST $11.95

friday
2PC FISH AND CHIPS

$14.95

saturday
CHICKEN SOUVLAKI

$14.95

FREE 
BALACLAVA
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

A gummy bear!

What do you call 

a bear with no 

teeth?

Isabella Lopez (4)

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 
appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

- Word Search -

Israel Hamas war

Wab Kinew

Indian food coming

Cry of Silence

Fire Prevention 
Week

Thanksgiving

Presbyterian Church

Bees and Butterflies

Jones and Church

Speaker Mike 
Johnson

SMCP Opening 
Night

Matthew Perry

Halloween

Britney Spears Book

OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS

Word List

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

Our Pet of the Week is Mandi, a 9 year old 
domestic shorthair.  Mandi was adopted 

by Bessie Thompson a year ago when her 
owner was no longer able to care for her.  

Mandi is very affectionate and loves having 
the entire house to explore.  She is great 

company for Bessie.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is 
pleased to be the sponsor of the 

November is Adopt a Senior Pet Month
Puppies, kittens and other baby animals steal our hearts, 

but what about a senior? Sadly, seniors often get left 
behind

Please consider when adopting,

*Fully matured *Tendency to be calmer *Already trained

You CAN teach an old dog new tricks! Please give these 
deserving animals a home. 

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

PET OF THE WEEK

 

 

 

 

 

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com

SPONSORED BY:
McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St E
Founding and Forever partner of 

Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the Stonetown Crier on Page 5
St. Marys Public Library events – See Page 33
Friday, November 3
- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog/sausage lunch – 12 Noon
- A.N.A.F. meat draw  – 6 pm
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Sarnia Legionnaires at the PRC – 7:30 pm
- SMCP performance of “Opening Night” at the Town Hall theatre – 8 pm
Saturday, November 4
- Coffee with Council at the Flour Mill – 11 am to 1 pm
- A.N.A.F. Men’s Dart league – 12:45
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 pm
- SMCP performance of “Opening Night” at the Town Hall theatre – 8 pm
Sunday, November 5
- SMCP matinee performance of “Opening Night” at the Town Hall theatre – 2 pm
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Chatham Maroons at Chatham Memorial Arena – 7 pm
Monday, November 6
- Community Dinner at the St. Marys United Church – 5 pm, Sponsored by Home 
Hardware. Admission is free but donations are greatly appreciated
Wednesday, November 8  
- Happy Valley walk-in flu & Covid clinics at the PRC – 10 am to 5:30 pm
- Kingsway Lodge Bake & Soup Sale at Fairhill Lounge – 10 am to 2 pm
- Friends of the Library book sale at the Town Hall auditorium – 10 am to 8 pm 
Thursday, November 9
- Friends of the Library book sale at the Town Hall auditorium – 10 am to 8 pm
- Stonetown Travel outlines upcoming travel offerings at the End Zone, PRC – 7 
to 9 pm

THE WEEK AHEADTHE WEEK AHEAD
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I am pleased to announce 
that I am a graduate of the 
Hensol Castle Distillery Gin 
School. Okay, let’s be honest, 
there wasn’t really a gradua-
tion ceremony or anything… 
but I did leave Hensol Castle 
Distillery with a bottle of gin 
I made personally, to my own 
unique recipe.

The visit to Hensol Castle 
was a fascinating part of a 
week I spent in Wales in Sep-
tember. I was included in a 
six-person media tour – six 
travel journalists from six 
different countries, escorted 
by a pair of hosts, one from 
Wales and one from England. 
That international combina-
tion of folks in itself was a 
wonderful experience.

The focus of the tour – my 
life is so hard! – was food and 
drink in Wales. The visit did 
not disappoint.

And it included a visit to Hen-
sol Castle Distillery where 
we not only toured the place 
(a bona fide castle, now an 
event centre and distillery), 
learned a lot about the histo-
ry of gin (including the hor-
rible 18th century gin craze 

that destroyed thousands of 
lives in England), and where 
we made our own gin, hope-
fully destroying no lives in 
the process.

Distilling your own gin is an 
intriguing exercise. Gin starts 
as pure alcohol to which the 
distiller adds a mix of botan-
ical ingredients and enough 
water to reduce the extreme-
ly potent mix to a still potent 
but palatable 41% or so alco-
hol.

But here’s the trick. While 
our host, Hugo Hodges, in-
sisted that our gin had to 
include juniper berries, cori-
ander seed and orris root, af-
ter that we were on our own, 
welcome to choose between 
about 100 various botanicals 
that we each thought might 
make a good gin.

Truthfully, I drink gin rare-
ly, but like my colleagues – 
including one teetotaler – I 
embraced the opportunity to 
play at being a master distill-
er for an afternoon. By the 
way, you can too. The whole 
experience, including an ex-
tensive tour, gin distilling, 
and a bottle of your own, per-
sonalized gin to take home, 
is available to the public at a 
cost of 99 pounds. Not cheap, 
but given its uniqueness and 
the chance to take home your 
unique bottle of gin, I think 
it’s worth considering.

Back to the classroom. Hugo 
supplied us with laboratory 
scales, spoons, beakers, oth-
er glassware, a jug of water, 
a container of pure alcohol, 
and our own little copper 
still.

Now came the decision-mak-
ing. Hugo had suggested we 
use only about 10 botanicals, 
which meant not using about 
90. Plus, we already had 
three – juniper, coriander and 
orris root included as manda-
tory ingredients. (If it doesn’t 
include juniper, it’s not gin.)

I pondered the list of poten-
tial items for quite a while, 
sniffing bottles, crashing 
seeds between my fingers, 
making lists, crossing out 
items, making new lists. 
Eventually, I developed my 
own recipe which included 
various quantities (measured 
in grams and fractions of 
grams) of lemon peel, lime 
peel, basil, cherry, pomegran-
ate, elderberry and grains of 
paradise (a species in the 
ginger family, closely related 
to cardamom). I didn’t know 
that at the time. I just thought 
it smelled nice.

I measured each of the dry 
ingredients into the still (.56 
grams of basil, .8 grams of 
lemon peel, 32 grams of ju-
niper berries, 1.56 grams of 
cherry, and so on), added the 
alcohol, turned on the heat… 
and waited.

While we sat impatiently 
awaiting the production of 
our gin – it does take a while – 
we learned some more about 
the industry, and tasted some 
of Hensol Castle’s product. 
Which gave me an idea.

I flew home with a 750-ounce 
bottle of gin. I had no idea 
what it might taste like so I 
decided to try an experiment. 
I invited a dozen friends to 
attend a blind gin tasting. 

When they learned there 
would be food and an assort-
ment of beverages later, they 
all agreed – even the non-gin 
drinkers (which may have 
skewed the sample).

We tasted four different gins, 
and my non-experts made 
notes. Now, let’s be fair. Gin 
is not a drink that is usually 
consumed in its pristine state 
except by the most dedicated 
fans of dry, dry martinis. So 
sipping even small quanti-
ties of straight gin was a bit 
surprising to some. Yes, there 
was coughing.

The four gins I offered, in 
order (but they didn’t know 
this), were Beefeater (a fa-
mous English gin, much 
loved in gin and tonics), my 
concoction, Api Gin Signé 
Macle (made from honey by 
the folks at Québec’s Inter-
miel), and Willibald Pink Gin 
(produced at Willibard Farm 
near Ayr, Ontario).

Intriguingly, all four of the 

gin samples were the num-
ber one pick of someone in 
the group. The pink gin was 
the favourite, which might be 
seen as evidence that some 
in the group do not normal-
ly drink gin! Mine was not 
the favourite, which I choose 
to think was evidence of the 
same thing. Mine did tie with 
Beefeater, by the way.

And all four received more 
than one vote. Comments 
during the blind tasting about 
my own unique recipe varied: 
“smooth,” “bitter,” “a keeper,” 
“paint thinner,” “good fla-
vor,” “perfumey,” “nutty,” and 
“mild”. So that settles that.

I will say that in my unbiased 
opinion, it makes for a great 
gin and tonic. Cheers!

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and President of 
the Travel Media Association 
of Canada. To contact Paul 
about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

Just a few of the many possible botanicals that can be used in making unique gins.

Hensol Castle, Wales, now home to the distillery. (All photos by 
Paul Knowles)

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Confessions of a “master” distiller

By Paul Knowles
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PLACE YOUR HELP 
WANTED AD HERE!

For as low as $35 per week 
advertise your business in need

Contact us at 519-284-0041 
or email ads@stmarysindependent.com

THANK YOU

Hunter
The family of Marjorie Hunter would like to express 
a sincere thank you to Andrew L. Hodges Funeral 
Home for all of their help and compassion shown 
during a difficult time.
Thank you to Reverend Robert Lawson for a mean-
ingful service and eulogy to mom, to the U.C.W. la-
dies for providing the luncheon and to Lyric Flowers 
for the beautiful flowers.
Thank you to the staff at Wildwood Care Centre 
for providing care and friendship to the past three 
years. 
To all family and friends who made donations or 
attended her funeral, we the family are sincerely 
grateful.
The family of Marjorie Hunter

OBITUARY

Collins
Donna Collins (nee Thomp-
son) passed away at St. 
Marys Memorial Hospital sur-
rounded by her loving family 
on Oct. 25, 2023 at the age 
of 68. 
Predeceased by her Father 
Howard Thompson, and her 
daughter Candida Marie Col-
lins. Donna is survived by 

her husband Jack, her son Chris (Dawn), her mother 
Margaret Thompson, Freda and Charles Warner, and 
many brothers, sisters, nieces, nephews, cousins, 
aunts and uncles, grand children and many friends. 
Donna worked for many years at Campbell’s soup, 
she also worked at New Orleans Pizza and at the end 
of her working career owned Tollgate coffee house 
where her and her husband Jack served many cus-
tomers who became friends. She loved her customers 
and staff. It brought joy to her heart everyday. 
Cremation has taken place.  A private family memorial 
to be held at the Putnam Cemetery. In lieu of flowers 
donations in Donna’s memory may be given to the 
Canadian Cancer Society. Online condolences at 
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

OBITUARY

McKay
In Loving Memory of Ruth 
Elizabeth McKay
It is with heavy hearts that we 
announce the passing of Ruth 
Elizabeth McKay, a beloved 
sister, and cherished member 
of our family. Ruth's journey in 
this world came to a peaceful 
end on October 27,2023. 

Ruth was born on October 28,1952 in St. Marys, the 
daughter of the late Murray and Florence McKay 
(nee Hunter). She grew up in a close-knit family and 
shared a special bond with her siblings, Janet McLel-
lan (Larry) and Bill McKay (Deb).Throughout her life, 
Ruth exhibited a deep love for her family, and her re-
lationships with her nieces Laura Truax (Rob), Sarah 
McKay Baxter (Matt) and nephews James McLellan 
(Teresa), Murray Christopher McKay (Spencer) and 
Nick McKay. 
Ruth was always present in each of their lives for 
birthdays, holidays and special events, spoiling them 
as if they were her own children.  This generosity ex-
tended to her great nieces and nephews Kassandra, 
Trenton and Logan McLellan, Samantha, Paytien and 
Caelyne Truax, Fox McKay and Billy Baxter and will 
forever be remembered fondly. 
Ruth's life was marked by her passion for bingo, alley 
and lawn Bowling and helping others through her time 
with the Optimist club.  She worked for many years at 
Delong in St .Marys, Reliance in Stratford, Hammond 
Fuels/Goco and later on in life as a bus and taxi driver 
in the town of St. Marys. She had an incredible spirit 
and a warm heart that touched the lives of everyone 
she encountered. Ruth's kindness and generosity 
were unwavering, and she always had a smile to 
share or story to tell. 
Ruth's memory will forever live on in the hearts of 
her family and friends. She leaves behind a legacy of 
love, compassion, and the enduring connections she 
forged with those around her. As we mourn her pass-
ing, we take solace in the knowledge that she is now 
at peace, surrounded by the love of those who have 
gone before her. 
A visitation will be held on Wednesday November 
8, 2023 at the St. Marys United Church, 85 Church 
St. S. St. Marys, from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm.  A burial 
ceremony will take place at the St. Marys Cemetery, 
150 Cain St., on Thursday November 9 at 10:30 am, 
with a light luncheon and gathering to follow at the St. 
Marys United Church. All friends, family and acquain-
tances are welcome to attend. In lieu of flowers, the 
family kindly requests donations be made to St.Marys 
Healthcare Foundation in Ruth's name. Ruth will be 
dearly missed and fondly remembered by all who had 
the privilege of knowing her. May she rest in eternal 
peace. Online condolences at www.hodgesfuneral-
home.ca. 

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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For Hall Rentals 
call 519-271-5343

Sun. Oct. 22 - Samantha Gomes, Kitchener  $50.00

Mon. Oct. 23 - Vayne & Kevin Schumm, Stratford $50.00

Tues. Oct. 24 - Aafke Gra�, Stratford   $50.00

Wed. Oct. 25 - Ron Cosstick, Acton   $50.00

Thur. Oct. 26 - Shayne Ward, Mitchell   $50.00

Fri. Oct. 27 - Shelly Bonnett, Embro   $50.00

Sat. Oct. 28 - Kevin DeWys, Stratford   $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
 www.fraserpaving.ca

THANK YOU

MacDonald
John MacDonald

Thank you for your kindness, support and com-
forting words.We gratefully appreciate the cards, 
flowers, and expressions of sympathy during this 
difficult time.
Doris Champion and the MacDonald Family

Haves

In loving memory of Lewis Haves who passed 
away one year ago on November 5th

Two dear hands are resting

A loving heart is still

We know dear Lewis you are waiting

For us just over the hill.

Dearly loved and sadly missed by his wife             
Norma and families

IN MEMORIAM
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LOOKING
BACK

Brown cow
By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1998)

The Journal’s Avonton correspondent, John Murray 
(Jack) Matheson, died peacefully in his sleep last 
week at the age of 74. He was the Avonton correspon-
dent for 22 years.

Over 600 people from across Huron and Perth coun-
ties participated in the rural response rally in Strat-
ford on Saturday to protest possible school closures.

Watch for deer! OPP report that there have been 22 
car/deer collisions in Perth County in the past month.

Two truckloads of memorabilia from Toronto’s Exhi-
bition Stadium arrived in St. Marys this past week, 
destined for the Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame. 
Among the artifacts they received are turnstiles, 
a CJCL radio broadcast desk, scoreboard, antique 
lights, and the main reception desk in the Blue Jays’ 
lounge.

50 years ago (1973)

According to a head count carried out by the Huron 
Perth Assessment office, the population of St. Marys 
dropped in September of 1973 to 4,652, down from 
4,754 in 1972.

Interest is growing rapidly in the latest Kinsmen 
venture: sponsoring a Santa Claus parade.

Davey Tree firm of London will be in town this week 
to remove trees and limbs around town classified in 
the dangerous category

A cow was killed in the morning fog on October 24 
when it was hit near Fullarton by a truck driven by 
Frederick Bertrand. The cow, valued at $360, be-
longed to John Brown. Damage to the truck was val-
ued at $500.

75 years ago (1948)

For the past few weeks Councillor G.E. Carr, who is 
convinced of the urgent need for living accommoda-
tions in St. Marys, has been working on the construc-
tion of two new apartment flats on the upper floor of 
his hardware building.

Tom Pinney, Royal Edward Hotel proprietor, is not 
sure what to tell his guests when they say, “Where 
shall I park my car?” On Monday evening a travel-
ing man asked him if his car would be alright left on 
Queen Street in front of the hotel. Tom assured him 
that this was usually a safe and quiet spot. The trav-
eler awoke to find his car with its nose crashed into 
the front of a neighbouring room with several hun-
dred dollars in damage done to its body and fenders.

There were 55 persons in the United Church choir 
on Sunday morning for the final Centennial Services.

100 years ago (1923)

The Stratford Country Clubhouse was destroyed by 
fire on Wednesday morning at a loss estimated at 
$15,000.

The Nobel prize for medicine for 1923 has been 
awarded to Dr. F.G. Banting and Dr. J.J.R. MacLeod of 
Toronto for their discovery of insulin.

Many complaints have been made of dogs running 
at large about the town and of them doing damage in 
various ways. During the past week dogs attacked a 
large flock of sheep grazing upon Coupland Heights.

Sip and Shop
Sunday November 12

11:00 to 3:00

At Riverwalk Commons
Browse the Boutique’s fall/winter collection

of garments & accessories and Tisket a
Tasket’s unique vintage collection.

Cash or Cheque only

Proceeds support St. Marys Memorial Hospital

COLUMN —

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

The Friends of the Library Book Sale is back! Visit 
the Town Hall Auditorium between November 8th 
and 11th to browse thousands of fantastic used 
books, CDs, and DVDs! Everything is for sale by do-
nation. The hours for the book sale are as follows:

- Wed. Nov. 8th and Thurs. Nov. 9th: 10:00am-
8:00pm

- Fri. Nov. 10th: 10:00am-5:00pm

- Sat. Nov. 11th: 12:00pm-4:00pm

This Week’s Recommendation 

There is a story inside all of us. In fact, there are 
many stories. While some of these stories will re-
main private, others long to be shared with others. 
But just how does one share such a story in an en-
gaging and intriguing way? Look no further than 
“How to Tell a Story: The Essential Guide to Sto-
rytelling from The Moth”. The Moth is a non-profit 
organization that encourages the art and craft of 
storytelling via stage performances of rehearsed, 
true stories by their authors. While you don’t need 
to practise for the spotlight, this book is a wonder-
ful guide to unlocking the skill of telling your sto-
ries. “How to Tell a Story” is available as a physical 

copy and as an eAudiobook.

Up This Week

Friday, Nov. 3rd: Open 10:30am-5:00pm

Saturday, Nov. 4th: Dungeons and Dragons 
(10:30am)

Monday, Nov. 6th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Tuesday, Nov. 7th: Cooking Club* (10:30am), Eu-
chre* (1:00pm-3:00pm), Writing Club - All Ages* 
(6:00pm-7:00pm)

Wednesday, Nov. 8th: EarlyON Play and Read 
(9:30am), FOL Booksale+ (10:00am-8:00pm), Mah-
jong Intro (1:00pm-2:00pm, 6:00pm-6:30pm), Mah-
jong! (2:00pm-4:00pm, 6:30pm-8:00pm), Books and 
Brews^ (7:00pm)

Thursday, Nov. 9th: FOL Booksale+ (10:00am-
8:00pm), Euchre* (6:00pm-8:00pm), Scrabble 
(6:00pm-8:00pm), FOL Social (7:00pm)

*Registration required

+Located in the Town Hall Auditorium

^Located at Broken Rail Brewery (480 Glass Street, 
St. Marys)

Straight from the Shelves

Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later 
appointment times three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

WE WILL BE OPEN 
ON SATURDAYS FROM 8 AM TO 11:30 AM
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICAL

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

519-284-2221• BINS-R-US
Formerly known as

St. Marys Lugger Service

PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations

MORTGAGE

SENIORS

TREE SERVICE

CLEANING
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TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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SEAMSTRESS
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INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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MUSIC

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!
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My Inspiration, Learning, Enjoyment & Success

LIST WITH CHRIS!

Hiller Realty Brokerage
100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101

Chris Evans, Broker

listwithchris@wightman.ca

Jake Stern
REAL ESTATE BROKER

519-949-8559
#RealEstateJake

FINANCIAL
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5875 Line 26, Fullarton, On N0K 1H0

519-949-3107
Construction Management

General Contracting

info@jandjconst.com 
www.jandjconst.com

Jonathan 
& James 

Construction Inc.

YOUR AD 
GOES HERE!

CALL 
519-284-0041
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Sudoku

Id: 32560

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 25

5 2
9 4 5 1 2
7 3

2 8 9 4
5

4 7 6
8 4 9

7 5 8
6 7

Solution
5 6 1 4 9 2 8 3 7

3 9 4 5 8 7 6 1 2

8 7 2 6 1 3 9 4 5

2 8 6 1 5 9 3 7 4

9 1 5 7 3 4 2 8 6

4 3 7 2 6 8 5 9 1

7 2 8 3 4 5 1 6 9

1 4 3 9 2 6 7 5 8

6 5 9 8 7 1 4 2 3

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

QUIZ ANSWERS

1) Dave Grohl

2) Topaz

3) False

4) Curious 
George

5) Dodo

6) Asia

7) Red, Yellow, 
Blue

8) 476

9) Horse race

10) Omega

CALLING ALL COLLEGE GRADS
CLEANFIX NORTH AMERICA INC. located in STRATFORD ON 
is looking for a suitable MANUFACTURING & APPLICATION 
ENGINEERING TECH who has the primary responsibility of 
application designing our reversible engine cooling fan into a 
diverse range of equipment, machines and trucks. 
Responsibilities

• Strong mechanical, technical and electrical aptitude is a 
must for this position as well as technical problem solving 
capabilities
• Ability to multi-task; strong time management, 
organizational skills and self-motivated with a strong, 
independent work ethic
• Diagnose mechanical problems, provide quick & innovative 
solutions for mechanical equipment breakdowns by applying 
proven skills in the principles of mechanics, fitting, plumbing, 
basic welding, metal fabrication, machining, troubleshooting, 
and analytical problem solving
• Must pay attention to details with a customer service 
attitude
• Perform assessment of Cleanfix Reversible Fan installations 
sometimes to be performed at customers places
• Provide solution to routine or unique installation problems

Requirements/Qualifications 
• A track record of proven application design, and technical 
depth
• Strong focus on meeting customer commitment dates and 
achieving the highest quality standards
• Proactive in response to problems as well as in the initiation 
of corrective actions
• The ability to measure and improve performance in an 
engineering and design and process environment
• Training and experience in lean manufacturing is an asset
• Capability in Solid Works design program
• Capability in MS Word, Project, Outlook and Excel 
• The ability to create and maintain a team environment 
focused on continuous improvement 
Willingness to be a long term contributor and strong team 
member of a stable and growing organization
• Possess strong oral and written communication skills and 
interpersonal skills
• Must pay attention to details with a customer service 
attitude

To Apply
Interested applicants are requested to apply by sending 
their resume with their salary requirements by e-mail to 
i.kleinsasser@cleanfix.org 

HELP WANTEDCLASSIFIED ADS
Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display 
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call 
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Wanted
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs.  Jazz, Blues, 
Rock, Pop, Fold, Soundtracks, and more.  Selectively buying 
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment.  For 
more information:  Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. 
Stratford/ 226-972-5750

CLASSIFIED ADS

Wanted
A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes. 
Phone 519-284-3774

Wanted to buy
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko 
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.
Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

For Sale
2 Men's Winter Coats
1 -Black Leather Coat
1 -7 in 1 Coat (which means can be changed into different 
types of coats)
Both Size 2XL
Phone 519-284-4068

For Sale
Solid Oak Door: Lead Glass Window, Brass Hardware, Oval 
Shape Knobs, Key, Mail Slot
Please call 519-393-5576 after 6 p.m.

CONDO FOR SALE
#503-22 St Andrew St. S. 

St Marys, Ont.

Available November 15th (flexible). 
Priced to sell at $325,000. 

Call 519.859.6736

Parkview West is a 55+ community in St. 
Marys, Ontario.
This life lease condo (unit 503) is a 2 
bedrooms, 2 bathroom unit with a balcony 
facing south.  
The controlled entrance building is located 
one block south of Queen Street. 
A monthly fee covers property taxes, water/
sewage, parking, maintenance of common 
areas and the use of a licensed hall with 
kitchen facilities, library, workshop, exercise 
and games room.

CORRECTION: Last week’s paper 
included a bowling tournament winner’s photo and  
James Van de Gevel’s last name was misspelled. We 
apologize for the mistake.
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Main Store Hours:
Mon. to Thurs.  10 to 6

Fri.  10 to 8
Sat.  10 to 5

Sun.  12 to 4  

Follow us on:

Outlet Hours:
Thurs. to Fri.  10 to 6

Sat.  10 to 5
Sun.  12 to 4

www.stratfordhomefurniture.ca 
www.homefurniture.ca
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Schaeffler Aerospace

MAIN STORE: 
519-273-9330
2954 Hwy 7&8 E

OUTLET: 
519-273-7453
617 Douro Street

EVERY 
MATTRESS 

TAX INCLUDED

FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

OAC

FREE 
LOCAL DELIVERY & 

REMOVAL

PLUS PLUS

Twin mattresses 
starting @ $99

AMAZING
SAVINGS

STOREWIDE

LOW, LOW
MATTRESS

PRICESMATTRESSMATTRESS
LIQUIDATIONLIQUIDATION

EVENTEVENT

AT HOME FURNITURE, AT HOME FURNITURE, 
WE SELL A GOOD NIGHTS SLEEPWE SELL A GOOD NIGHTS SLEEP

#1 WITH 
MILLENIALS

4 COMFORT OPTIONS, 
SELECTABLE

 PER SIDE

FLIPPABLE!
TAX INTAX IN

$2$200 00 OFFOFF

PLUS

TAKE AN ADDITIONALTAKE AN ADDITIONAL

ANY KINGSDOWN MATTRESSANY KINGSDOWN MATTRESS

RESTOPEDIC
• 416 coil
• Edge guard
• HD fibre pad

SIESTA
• 1100 5 zone 
  quantum coil
• Micro coils 
   in lumbar
• Bamboo 
  fabric

RHAPSODY
• 1142 pocket coils 
  with Quantum coil 
  edge support
• 1872 nano coils in 
  pillow top
• Full layer COPPER Gel

WHITNEY
•1166 Tri zone 
  pocket coils
• Micro coils 
  in lumbar
• Bamboo 
  fabric

$399QUEEN SET

TAXES IN

$1,599QUEEN SET

TAXES IN

Lifestyle bases 

starting at 

$439 tax in

$2,449QUEEN SET

TAXES IN

$999QUEEN SET

TAXES IN

$999QUEEN SET

TAXES IN KINGSDOWN
• 1500 Pocket coil 
  with AirFlow Foam 
  Surround
• Cool Touch Extreme 
  fabric
• Plush through Firm
  options

RESTOPEDIC

SIESTA

WHITNEY

RHAPSODY

KINGSTON 7000


