
By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
Reporter 

The Interfaith Counselling Centre in 
New Hamburg receiving $23,000 through 
the Community Services Recovery 
Fund. Thanks to this funding, Interfaith 
Counselling Centre (ICC) will be able to 
adapt, modernize and be better equipped 
to improve the efficacy, accessibility, and 
sustainability of the community services 

that they provide.

Matthew Isert-Bender is the ICC’s 
Executive Director and said the money 
will be well used. “This funding is invalu-
able as it positions us to have the capac-
ity to shift and adapt our structures in 
light of the pressures which were already 
emerging for us as a non-profit, commu-
nity-based agency.

More specifically, the funding will go 

towards one staff person to have more 
capacity to function, followed by some 
key add-ons. “The additional pieces will 
be a donor management system, both for 
the time that was needed to research it 
and decide on it, which we have complet-
ed. Now we are in the implementation 
stage, getting all old Excel spreadsheets 
on multiple computers into one auto-
mated system.” He added the long-term 

By Veronica Reiner

A mobile legal clinic is coming to New 
Hamburg, and will provide free and confi-
dential legal help to low income residents.

The Waterloo Region Community Legal 
Services (WRCLS), a non-profit organization 
funded by Legal Aid Ontario, has partnered 
with the Wilmot Family Resource Centre 
to offer free, recurring mobile legal clinics 
at their location on Waterloo Street in New 
Hamburg.

The first clinic will take place on October 30 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

“The goal really is to make it more accessi-
ble to people who are living in more rural 
areas who can’t get out into the city. The 
transit system isn’t always the easiest to get 
around,” said Evangelynn Chee, a Community 
Development Worker at the WRCLS.

Services provided include legal information 
(open to anyone), legal support/advice, and 
legal representation on a range of legal is-
sues, including issues related to tenancy, em-
ployment, social benefits and human rights.

There are some issues that are brought up 
by visitors to the legal clinic more often, ac-
cording to Evangelynn.

“Tenancy issues is probably the one that we 
see the most - so whether that’s confusing 
about an N form that they received, or they’re 
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ICC Executive Director Matthew Isert-Bender was joined Friday by Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Tim Louis to announce $23,000 in new 
funding for the organization.

New Hamburg counselling centre 
receives federal funding
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goal is to improve the organization’s 
communication.

Like many other non-profit organiza-
tions, ICC is facing a number of challeng-
es, including a long waitlist for services, 
staff retention, and attracting volunteers. 
“Our board right now is at five, ideally, we 
would be at eight. The other piece where 
this grant is a part of that, we struggle to 
have the capacity to do some of that in-
frastructure work and building research 
and development and starting new initia-
tives. We always feel challenged to have 
the means to do that,” added Isert-Bender. 
ICC is funded a third from direct pay from 

clients, a third from government funding 
streams, and the rest comes from fund-
raising and donations from the Wilmot 
community. He also explained just how 
important their services are to the people 
living in the area. “Mental health is health. 
It’s important that we as a community care 
for each other so a healthy community is 
already doing a lot to support good mental 
health. There is also no shame in someone 
reaching out for some specific help.”

Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Tim Louis was 
on hand to make the announcement and 
said groups like ICC play a crucial role. 
“They are the lifeline in our communities 
and that’s who people turn to. They want to 

see someone they know and that’s the im-
portance of being here in these small com-
munities. Everyone knows them.” Louis 
added that it is just too difficult for the 
federal government to decide on who gets 
this type of funding, so they went through 
the Community Foundation of Waterloo 
Region. “They know who is on the ground 
doing the work. It is essential that organi-
zations like Interfaith Counselling Centre 
get the support they need from all levels 
of government. Interfaith is well-placed to 
serve everyone and not every organization 
can say that.” Louis made the announce-
ment on behalf of the Minister of Families, 
Children and Social Development, Jenna 
Sudds.

The Community Services Recovery Fund 
was announced in the 2021 federal bud-
get as a one-time, $400 million invest-
ment to help community service orga-
nizations adapt, modernize, and build 
internal organizational capacity. This 
investment will strengthen the charita-
ble and non-profit sector as it supports 
post-pandemic recovery in communities 
across Canada. The Canadian Red Cross, 
Community Foundations of Canada and 
United Way Centraide Canada were se-
lected as the National Funders to deliver 
the Community Services Recovery Fund 
following a solicited call and open process 
for expressions of interest.

New Hamburg counselling receives federal funding

2206 FRASER STREET SHAKESPEARE
Ideal family home located in the small town of Shakespeare, 
located with in commuting distance to Stratford, Woodstock, 
London and the Kitchener Waterloo area. If you are a one 
car family with young children in school, you will love the 
location of this home, located within a few minute walk to the 
local public school. This lovely one and three quarter storey 
home located or a large 104 X 104 foot lot offers many updated 
features including a newer custom kitchen with quartz 
counter tops, 36 inch gas stove for the cook in the family, plus 
and an island with breakfast bar, newer flooring, main floor 
laundry, 2 full baths, newer wiring and plumbing on the main 
floor done by a professional . If you have always dreamed of 
having a good size garage to either park your cars or would 
love a work shop or have a man or woman cave, this garage 
might be just what you have been looking for, the detached 
garage is 30 X 24 foot and is insulated and heated. If you are 
in need of lots of parking, the double paved drive way offers 
up to approx 6 to 8 car parking. Enjoy small town living with 
this great family home, call today to view you will not be 
disappointed. MLS#40501579 $699,900

Sandra Eby
Sales Representative 

Office: 519-273-2821
Cell 519-272-7676
mseby@rogers.com

88 Wellington Street
Stratford, On. N5A 2L2

OPEN HOUSE: SAT. OCT. 28TH 
10:30-12:00 NOON

144 MAIN STREET NORTH, SEAFORTH
Tired of that big yard and all those steps?? 
This brand new never lived in1460 square 
foot brick bungalow located on a 55 X 107 low 
maintenance yard might be just what you have 
been looking for. Features of this great home 
include an open concept main floor with eat in 
kitchen with an island and breakfast bar, sliders 
to a covered deck, main floor laundry, attached 
one and a half car garage, unspoiled basement 
with potential for an additional bedroom, bath 
room and family room. Immediate possession is 
available, do not put off viewing this great home 
any longer, it might be just what you have been 
looking for. MLS#40477799 $639,900

OPEN HOUSE: SAT. OCT. 28TH 
1:30-3:00 PM

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. OCT.29TH
1:00-3:00PM

148 MAIN STREET NORTH, SEAFORTH
What are you waiting for to view this amazing 3 bedroom 
brand new, never lived in brick and stone bungalow? This 
home offer 1765 square feet of living space just on the main 
floor plus an unspoiled basement. Located on a large 55 X 
150 foot lot, this home offers open concept main floor with 
eat in kitchen with an island and breakfast bar, quartz 
counter tops, sliders off the dining area to a covered patio, 
pantry, main floor laundry, primary bedroom with ensuite 
and large walk in closet, 2 additional bedrooms, and 
full bath. The garage is an oversized double, and might 
even fit for you to pull yourpick up truck in. The unspoiled 
basement has potential for 2 or 3 more bedrooms, 
family room and another full bath. If you are tired of all 
those stairs or just want a home with everything on one 
floor, this is one home you do not want to miss viewing. 
MLS#40478625 $774,900

OPEN HOUSE: SAT. OCT. 28TH 
1:30-3:00 PM

60 HOLLEY AVENUE, TAVISTOCK
What are you waiting for to view this stunning family 
home?? Built in 2020 this custom built home shows 
pride of ownership and must be viewed from the inside 
to see just how much it has to offer. This amazing multi 
level home boast 2690 square feet of living space plus 
an unspoiled basement for additional living space. 
Features of this great home include 4 or 5 bedrooms, 
2.5 baths, one being a primary ensuite, spacious eat in 
kitchen with an island with breakfast bar and quartz 
counter top, sliders off the dining area to a deck and 
stunning rear yard fully fenced, with a patio area, 
storage shed and still lots of room for an inground 
pool. Why build new when you can move right into 
this great home. Enjoy small town living today, this 
home is within commuting distance to the KW area, 
Stratford, Woodstock and the London area. View at the 
open house or call to view, it might be just what you 
have been looking for. MLS#40469419 $949,900
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Free mobile legal clinic coming to New Hamburg

Ashley Schuitema, a lawyer who will be present at the legal clinic at the Wilmot Family Re-
source Centre. (Photo credit: Veronica Reiner)

just wondering whether their landlord is 
responsible for a certain repair, or they’re 
behind on rent - we see a lot of those is-
sues,” said Evangelynn.

She added that another topic frequent-
ly covered is social assistance. “So peo-
ple who have applied for ODSP [Ontario 
Disability Support Program] or OW 
[Ontario Works] and have been denied; 
we can assist them in the appeal process. 
We see a pretty high success rate in the 
appeal process.

“What we’ll do is we’ll gather the evidence 
for them and reapply for ODSP. If they get 
denied again, we can take it all the way to 
a hearing and support them in that.”

While the clinics are directed toward low 
income residents, anyone is welcome to 
attend for legal information. There is no 
set number that qualifies as “low income” 
in this case.

“There is no set number, because even 
if they’re above that, maybe their cir-
cumstances warrant it, so we really do 
it on a case-by-case basis,” explained 

Evangelynn.

Visitors may get a referral to a different 
organization, such as Legal Aid Ontario, if 
the situation warrants it, as the organiza-
tion does not specialize in certain types of 
law, including family law or criminal law.

The mobile clinic was previously held at 
Woolwich Community Services in Elmira 
over the summer. Evangelynn noted that 
at these clinics, they would often see the 
same people visiting each month for fol-
low up appointments.

In addition to October 30th, there are 
more legal clinics scheduled at the Wilmot 
Family Resource Centre for November 
20th and December 4th. While anyone in-
terested can drop by anytime with no no-
tice, they are not necessarily guaranteed a 
spot, so it is encouraged to call the Wilmot 
Family Resource Centre at 519-662-2731 
to secure a 30-minute meeting.

“If it takes off, we will continue to offer 
these monthly mobile legal clinics,” said 
Evangelynn, adding that if successful, 
clinics would be booked in the new year.



3Thursday, October 26, 2023The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

BUY IT TODAY...TAKE IT TODAY!

BIGGESTBIGGEST
ON THE 

BLOCK! BLOCK! 

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 
MON-FRI 9AM-8PM SAT9-6 SUN10-5

LAMINATELAMINATE

$$115959
STARTING

FROM
/SQ FT
4.99

ON SALE
7 DAYS A WEEK!

12MM12MM
THICKTHICK

ON SALE
7 DAYS A WEEK!

PORCELAIN  PORCELAIN  

6969¢¢
STARTING

FROM
/SQ FT
4.99

HOT HOT 
DEALDEAL

VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

$$116969
/SQ FT
4.99

ON SALE
7 DAYS A WEEK!

CLEAR CLEAR 
OUT!OUT!

$399
/SQ FT
5.99

STARTING
FROM

$$$333999999
HARDWOODHARDWOOD

ON SALE
7 DAYS A WEEK!

CLICKCLICK
ENG.ENG.

STARTING
FROM
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By Gary West

The Tavistock area is home to many com-
panies who help to make up the fabric of 
this farming community and employ many 
in the area who provide a needed service 
for farmers each and every day.

W-S Feed and Supplies Limited was vis-
ited by members of the Tavistock Men’s 
Club last week, and members came away 
very much impressed with the feed com-
pany and how automation and robotics 
have changed the way this feed company 
operates.

Wendell Schumm, who grew up in the 
area, is the Chief Executive Officer of this 
flourishing company. He explained that 
W-S has two locations in Tavistock and 
Mount Forest, which covers all of south 
western Ontario, with both retail and 
wholesale partners. They have now pro-
cessed feed here for 15 years and have 
updated and invested in the mill to keep 
their business current and vibrant in the 
ever changing world of agriculture and 
feed manufacturing.

The long established company has 50 em-
ployees and runs 24 hours a day, five days 
a week.

The Tavistock location, which is the com-
pany’s head office, has operated as a mill 
continuously on this site since the 1880s, 
first as a flour mill till the 1960s, when it 
changed to livestock feed.

Schumm says they use corn, grains and 
oil seed crops that represent about 30,000 
acres of crop production in the area. He 
added that they use over 250 different 
feed ingredients, many of which are by-
products of human food production.

They manufacture over 500 unique feed 
formulas and have recently made signif-
icant investments in automation and ro-
botics for greater efficiency, reliability, and 
traceability and offer up to date training 
programs for their employees.

Men’s club members came away from the 
tour with a new appreciation for what W-S 
feeds has meant to area farmers and the 
Tavistock community in general.

Tavistock’s W-S feed and supply 
company, manufacturing over 
500 unique feed formulas

From left, Walter Kropf and right, Ross Schumm of the Tavistock Men’s Club, discuss the 
workings of W-S feed and supply last week with mill CEO Wendell Schumm (centre).

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM
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Photographs from Trucking HR Canada’s 10th Anniversary Top Fleet Employer Awards at the Royal York Hotel in Toronto, Ont. on October 12, 2023. (Photo credit: Peter Power)

By Veronica Reiner

The Erb Group, based in Baden, was awarded a Top Fleet 
Employer award by Trucking HR Canada during the 10th 
annual Top Employer’s Gala in Toronto.

There were 93 workplaces in Canada’s trucking and logis-
tics industry that have earned honours through the 10th 
annual Top Fleet Employers Program. The Erb Group has 
received the award for 10 years in a row, since The Top 
Fleet Employer program was first launched in 2014.

“We are one of eight fleets in the whole program and of 
all fleet sizes who received special recognition this year 
as one of the ‘elite fleets’ with Distinction of 10+ Years, 
since its inception,” noted The Erb Group spokesperson, 
Briona Lahti.

Other companies in this category include Bison Transport 
of Manitoba, C.A.T. Inc. in Quebec, Home Hardware Stores 
in Ontario, Kindersley Transport Ltd. in Saskatchewan, 
Kriska Holdings Ltd. of Ontario, Logikor of Ontario and 
Transpro Freight Systems Ltd.

All applicants to the program were rated on topics in-
cluding recruitment and retention practices, workplace 
culture, compensation, training and skills development 
and innovative HR practices.

“Being a Top Fleet Employer means prioritizing our peo-
ple above all else,” said Alyssa Couvillon, Senior Director 
of Human Resources at The Erb Group.

“Our strong family roots and culture have significant-
ly influenced our business operations, instilling a deep 
sense of care for our employees and the community we 
serve. Despite having a vast terminal network, we have 
managed to maintain a close-knit and supportive work 
environment that is safe, inclusive, and fulfilling.”

In addition, Trucking HR Canada awarded The Erb 
Group’s former Vice President of People and Culture, 
Dave Dietrich, as 2023’s Trucking HR Leader of the Year.

The HR Leader of the Year recognizes a human resource 
professional who exemplifies commitment to sound and 
innovative HR practices. The award is presented annual-
ly to an individual who serves as a role model for other 
HR professionals in the trucking industry.

Dave was employed with The Erb Group for 30 years and 
retired in June 2023 - his legacy continues to leave a last-
ing impact on the daily operations of the organization’s 
human resources department, while always maintaining 
a people-first focus.

Not knowing that he would get the HR Leader of the Year 
recognition, Dave stepped up to the podium and shared 

his deep gratitude for his team’s support, acknowledging 
that their efforts helped him to make a significant impact 
over the course of his career.

“A leader is nowhere without his team,” said Dave, during 
his acceptance speech. He also thanked The Erb Group’s 
CEO, Wendell Erb, and his family for giving him the op-
portunity to evolve their Human Resource department in 
its developmental stages.

Founded in 1959, The Erb Group is one of North America’s 
largest privately owned refrigerated transportation pro-
viders, hosting over 1,500 employees, 1,100 trailers and 
750 power units. Its head office is based in New Hamburg, 
with more terminals in Baden, Toronto, Thunder Bay, 
North Bay, Ottawa, Montreal, Trenton, Winnipeg and a 
U.S. terminal in Elverson, PA.

The Erb Group awarded with Top Fleet Employer award
Former employee, Dave Dietrich, earns 2023's Trucking HR Leader of the Year award

www.stonetowntravel.com

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL Where in the world Where in the world 

would you like to go?would you like to go?  

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel 

consultants today!consultants today!
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By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
Reporter 

The exact plan isn’t known yet, but a local 
parent’s organization has set a lofty fund-
raising goal to replace playground equip-
ment at Tavistock Public School. The move 
comes as there is no government funding 
available to pay for all or even a portion of 
equipment.

The Tavistock Home and School 
Association has just started its efforts to 
raise the money to replace the aging pri-
mary play equipment. Online ordering 
of hoodies and toques are available at 
https://tavistockhsa.glmerch.com/. The 
association said the playground is 40 
years old and needs replacement. 

Group member Ashlie Weicker said their 
number one priority is to raise enough for 
a new playground.   “We would love it to be 
accessible and safe for the growing school 
population. We have just started this new 
association as of this school year, so we 
are just beginning our fundraising efforts. 
This sweater fundraiser will be our first 
big event, but we did a skate by donation 
the last PD Day and it was a success!”

If you haven’t heard about the group, it’s 
because they have just recently been cre-
ated. “A Home and School Association is 
an independent parent group that fosters 
ideals of cooperation and partnership 
within schools as well as within commu-
nities. We work with school administrators 
and teachers. Our role is to engage parents, 
foster communication between the school 
and the parent community, and organize 
events and activities to enrich the whole 
school community,” said member Ashle 
Fuhr. She added the group is a member 
of the Ontario Federation of Home and 
School Associations, which is a registered 
charity independent of school boards and 
an officially recognized provincial parent 
organization.

Weicker said they have a different focus 
than the school council at TPS. “The coun-
cil remains the same but currently fund-
raising efforts are being done by this new 
association and the school council will 
have more of a school issues and updates 
focus. We have 13 members total counting 
executives, volunteers, and school council 
representatives. All members have kids 
currently at the school.”

There were some money-raising activ-
ities prior to the pandemic which great-
ly slowed it down, but Fuhr said they 
are ready to go. “We are very committed 
and excited to work towards our goal in 
new ways! This fundraiser excites us be-
cause as members of the community, we 

are ‘Small Town Proud’ and know that so 
many others who live here are too. Raising 
funds for a playground within our com-
munity really benefits everybody so we’re 
hoping that the town as a whole jumps on 
board and buys a sweater to contribute. 
Sort of a ‘we are in this together’ idea.”

Weicker said the group is also going to 
be on the hunt for corporate sponsors in 
the area down the road. “We are going to 
be heading out and talking to some lo-
cal businesses, and many are already on 
board. We are waiting for official quotes 
and numbers from Thames Valley District 
School Board before we can approach 
them but will hopefully, we will have 
that soon. We should add that the school 

council has had a few monetary donations 
to the playground fund, and then fund-
raisers in the last five or six years so that 
will be added to the final fundraising total 
as well.

The Gazette reached out to the Thames 
Valley District School Board and asked 
about the process involved in playground 
replacement. “We have a third party in-
spect our playgrounds every year. If it is 
deemed unsafe and beyond the ability 
to repair, then the playground would be 
taken down.  As long as it is safe, we will 
keep using the playground. As you know, 
we do not fund playground replacements,” 
said spokesperson Cheryl Weedmark. She 
added that as part of the fundraising pro-
cedure, those involved are required to get 
quotes. “As part of the fundraising pro-
cedure, they are required to get quotes. 
Typically, schools get the quotes them-
selves and then run them by our facilities 
department to ensure everything is good 
from their perspective. The relevant pol-
icy and procedures are outlined below 
and can be found on our website.” While 
there is no Board policy on the funding of 
playground equipment, it has long been a 
TVDSB practice to direct the limited funds 
we receive from the Ministry of Education 
to provide safe and accessible classroom 
learning spaces at our schools. “In the 
case of new schools, funding provided by 
the ministry is not sufficient to allow for 
the inclusion of playground equipment as 
part of a new build,” added Weedmark. 

The group said the school, including prin-
cipal Jill Shushkewich, is committed to 
working with them and is helping to move 
the process forward. Anyone is able to do-
nate at any time and have a look at the 
association’s website at www.tavistockho-
meandschool.com. Another skate-by-do-
nation is coming up on the November 
17 PD Day from 1:30-2:30 p.m. at the 
Tavistock Arena.

COMMUNITY —

COME CHECK OUT OUR 
MONTHLY SANDWICH SPECIAL!

519-655-2278
8 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock Ontario

Hours: Tues - Fri: 7am - 3pm | Sat: 8am - 1pm
FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS MEET EVERY 

FRIDAY NIGHT AT 7PM (FOLLOWING JESUS)

Home and School Association fundraising for TPS
Looking to raise $100,000

A look at the playground at Tavistock Public School. The Tavistock Home and School Asso-
ciation has set a fundraising goal of $100,000.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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OPTIMIST CLUB OF SHAKESPEARE

MENS RIB & TAIL STAG
Shakespeare Community Centre
Friday, November 17, 2023
Refreshments and games of chance

Take out: 6:00pm 
Dinner 6:30pm - 8:30pm

Catered by Kennedy’s 
$30 per person includes door prizes

For tickets call Murray at 519-276-1039 or Gary at 519-272-9140.

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

By Gary West

The province of Southern Manitoba’s loss 
can be a gain for southern Ontario when 
it comes to ministering at a local Tavistock 
church.

Pastor Harold Schlegel, whose name 
and family are very familiar to area res-
idents, began serving as interim pastor 
at Tavistock Mennonite Church in late 
August, and to say he and his wife, Elaine, 
have deep roots in the Tavistock area, 
would be an understatement.

He has an interesting history, but says 
he is similar to many others who grew 
up in the rural areas of Perth and Oxford 
County.

In an interview last week with the pas-
tor, Schlegel said his ancestors settled at 
Lot 11 Concession 4 of South Easthope 
Township, on the Perth-Oxford boundary, 
east of Tavistock in the 1830s.

The Schlegel family farm is now with the 
seventh generation of Schlegel’s.

Pastor Harold Schlegel is the youngest of 
six children of Earl and Florence (Bender) 
Schlegel. His five siblings still all live in 
southwestern Ontario.

His parents built Village Manor Tavistock 
in 1989, when they recognized the need for 
additional senior housing in the village.

They created a unique 33-unit apartment 
building for active retirement living, and 
the building was fully rented before it 
opened and has had a waiting list ever 
since. Harold currently owns, operates 
and lives in the building, along with his 
wife Elaine (Zehr) Erb.

Pastor Harold says he graduat-
ed from Sprucedale Public School in 
Shakespeare and later was part of the 

25th graduating class of Waterloo-Oxford 
District Secondary School in 1980.

He has said, “everyone at that time knew 
him as ‘Harry,’ then says with a smile, 
“that name no longer seems appropriate,” 
pointing to the top of his head.

He always thought he would continue in 
poultry farming, like most of his family 
members, but after he completed his BSc 
in Agriculture at the University of Guelph, 
along the way, he became intrigued with 

theology and biblical studies.

After completing his degree at CMBC 
(now Canadian Mennonite University) in 
Winnipeg, he went on to obtain his Master 
of Divinity at Anabaptist Mennonite 
Biblical Seminary in Indiana. He stated 
that the “Church called, and he ended up 
serving a different flock!”

“Pastor Harold,” as he has come to be 
known, has spent the last two decades at 
churches in Manitoba, and before that, 

served as a conference youth minister 
in 1985, and associate pastor at Hillcrest 
Mennonite Church in New Hamburg.

He was also the interim chaplain at Conrad 
Grebel University College, along with be-
ing co-pastor at St. Jacobs Mennonite 
church.

This spring, he accepted the call to return 
home and is now serving as interim pastor 
at Tavistock Mennonite church.

He said that “coming home is a real joy, 
and in some ways, [he] never left.”” The 
beautiful geography of Oxford and Perth 
Counties continues to flow in his veins, 
but he also says, “don’t get me wrong, the 
prairies have their own appeal, but you 
can’t beat the stunning colours of Perth 
and Oxford County in October.”

Pastor Schlegel describes the Tavistock 
Mennonite Church congregation as “vi-
brant, with a deep sense of community 
and commitment to practical Christian 
discipleship.”

He says the help that the congregation 
gives to sponsor several families in need, 
made his decision a little easier.

He also states the church family has 
also sponsored several refugee fami-
lies, which also helped in bringing him 
back to Tavistock, where the parishioners 
also share a love of music and dynamic 
worship.

This year’s advent theme, “how does a 
weary world rejoice?” He says, “will ad-
dress the realities of our current lives and 
celebrate the source of our joy in Jesus 
Christ”.

He says the invitation is always there, and 
would welcome anyone from all walks of 
life, to come and join the congregation at 
Tavistock Mennonite Church, at any time.

Pastor Harold Schlegel returns to his rural roots at 
Tavistock Mennonite Church

Pastor Harold Schlegel at the front of Tavistock Mennonite Church, after becoming the 
church’s interim pastor in late August. (Photo credit: Gary West)

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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Saturday, 
November 18
10 a.m.–2 p.m. 

695 Block Line Road, Kitchener519-576-2430

HOLIDAYMARKET

WP_Holiday Market_2023_Ad_10.3x6.3.indd   1WP_Holiday Market_2023_Ad_10.3x6.3.indd   1 2023-10-19   3:15 PM2023-10-19   3:15 PM

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
Reporter

Oxford County and Future Oxford’s Zero 
Waste Oxford committee promoted last 
week’s Waste Reduction Week as part 
of Circular Economy Month, a national 
awareness campaign every October that 
celebrates Canadians’ environmental ef-
forts and achievements while encourag-
ing new innovative ideas and solutions in 
reducing waste.

During Waste Reduction Week, the two or-
ganizations helped to promote waste re-
duction practices through a series of daily 
blogs at www.wasteline.ca that follow the 
themes of the national campaign. Frank 
Goss is the county’s transportation and 
waste management manager and said it’s 
all about raising awareness about waste 
reduction. “What we can each do to reduce 
the waste that we produce and reduce the 
waste that goes to the landfill.” He added 
a big part of the week is explaining to the 
public what a circular economy is and how 
easy it is to become a part of it. “It’s about 
reusing the products that we make, using 
them longer, and refurbishing or recycling 
them to extend a product’s overall life 
rather than just throwing them away. It 
starts with the manufacturing process, so 

making products that last longer, products 
that could be easily dismantled, or where 
parts can easily be replaced.”

Gross believes the circular economy is 
beginning to catch on, and the provincial 
government is promoting it through pro-
ducer responsibility regulations. “Some 
recycling programs like E-Waste, bat-
teries, and household hazardous waste, 
and now the blue box program, are all 

transitioning to producer responsibility. 
The manufacturers are responsible for 
end-of-life management of those materi-
als rather than putting that onus onto mu-
nicipalities to manage that waste.” Gross 
added used tires are another example of 
where the manufacturers will have to use 
a certain percentage of what they produce.

The province is preparing for a complete 
overhaul of the current blue box system, 

also transitioning to the producer-respon-
sible program starting January 1, 2020, 
in Oxford. “Producers will be responsi-
ble for managing packaging materials. It 
is intended to provide an incentive for 
manufacturers to look at innovative ways 
to change their packaging by using mate-
rials more easily recyclable and then es-
tablishing end markets for it,” said Gross. 
Currently, they make product packag-
ing and municipalities then need to find 
somewhere to take the materials.

As an organization committed to Zero 
Waste, Oxford County’s new Strategic 
Plan aims to reduce waste generation and 
disposal, maximize resource recovery, for 
instance, through recycling; and promote 
the Circular Economy through the Zero 
Waste Plan.

Oxford County said it used Waste 
Reduction Week to raise awareness of its 
various depots and diversion programs 
for film plastics, clothing, bulk Styrofoam, 
scrap metal, household hazardous waste, 
electronic waste, tires, leaf and yard waste, 
agricultural plastics, and construction 
and demolition waste. You can learn more 
about the county’s waste diversion pro-
grams on the Special Recycling page at 
www.wasteline.ca.

Oxford County participated in Waste Reduction Week 
Big changes coming to Blue Box program 
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The Poppy Campaign
October 27th, 2023 until November 11, 2023

Poppies will be distributed throughout the Tavistock area. 
Please wear one and REMEMBER those who fought and died for 
our freedom.
Sunday November 5th:
10:30 am: Remembrance Day Service at Grace United Church 
1:00 pm: Remembrance Day ceremony will take place at the 
Legion, 223 Hope St. West. (Outside, weather permitting)
Hosted by Tavistock Legion Branch 518. 
Public is welcome. Observe safe physical distancing.
  
  
  Royal Canadian Legion
  Tavistock Memorial Branch #518

Remembrance... 
pass it on!

“We will Remember Them” “We will Remember Them” 
lawn signs available. lawn signs available. 

For signs call Susan Pellow For signs call Susan Pellow 
at 519-655-2600at 519-655-2600

Mayor Natasha Salonen, Wilmot firefighter Tonya Harvey and Wilmot Fire Prevention Officer Nicole Schnurr were among the Wilmot staff welcoming local elementary students this week 
at the Wilmot Recreation Complex during Local Government Week.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Wilmot Township recognized Local 
Government Week last week, from 
October 15 to October 21, with participa-
tion from local elementary schools.

The week aims to increase public aware-
ness about the role of municipalities in 
communities. It’s a chance to reflect on the 
services provided by municipalities such 
as Wilmot.

“Local government is at the heart of 

public service in Ontario. Municipal ser-
vices touch almost everything we do, from 
the construction and maintenance of the 
roads and sidewalks we travel, to the 
things that keep us safe, like operating 
traffic signals and placing crossing guards 
in school zones,” said Wilmot Mayor 
Natasha Salonen.

“When we turn on the tap for water, play in 
parks or skate in public arenas, local gov-
ernment is there. I am happy to connect 

with Wilmot students, sharing what the 
mayor and council in the township do and 
the services the township provides.”

Local students toured the Wilmot 
Recreation Complex and met with the 
community services team, along with the 
Wilmot Fire Department.

Municipalities provide many critical ser-
vices, such as fire and emergency ser-
vices, water, wastewater and roads. They 
also manage parks and provide recreation 

facilities and programs.

Examples of Wilmot’s services include 
Animal Control and By-law Enforcement, 
Arts and Culture, Building Permits, 
Economic Development, Fire and 
Emergency Services, Maintenance of Local 
Road Network, Parks and Recreation, 
Planning New Community Developments 
and Enhancing Existing Neighbourhoods, 
Sidewalks, Snow Removal, Tax Collection 
and Water and Sewage.

Wilmot Township connects with students during 
Local Government Week
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This event is hosted in partnership with the Older Adult Centres Association of Ontario (OACAO) 
and sponsored by  the Ministry for Seniors and Accessibility.

Thursday November 23, 2023
9 am - 2 pm   

Wilmot Recreation Complex
(1291 Nafziger Rd, Baden)

You must register for this event 
Please contact 

1-855-664-1900 or 519-664-1900 to RSVP

“Your Safety, Your Health, Your Community”
Agenda

Aging Well in Wilmot
Information & Active Living Fair

  9:00 - 9:15 am Opening Remarks
  9:15 - 10:30 am Guest Speakers
10:30 - 11:00 am Stretch Break/Coffee/Vendors
11:00 - 11:20 am SMART Exercises
11:20 - 12:30 pm Panel: Older Adult Services in Wilmot
12:30 - 1:15 pm Complementary Lunch
  1:15 - 1:30 pm Door Prizes and Closing Remarks
  1:30 - 2:00 pm Vendors

By Alice Rice

The 2023 CPKC Holiday Train tours 
Canada and the United States Nov. 
20 through Dec. 19 and will be stop-
ping in the Greater Waterloo Region 
in November with two free ½ hour live 
performances and twinkling lights to 
put you in the festive spirit.

The 25th annual holiday program will 
roll out the two festive trains on their 
twin voyages across both Canada and 
the U.S., raising awareness of food in-
security, collecting food and funds, and 
raises awareness of the efforts of food 
banks across Canada and the United 
States.

Since the holiday train program began 
in 1999, the illuminated trains have 
visited hundreds of communities and 
raised over five million pounds of food 
and more than $22.5 million for com-
munity food banks.

The two Trains will visit more than 160 
communities in just over three weeks. 
With thousands of miles to cover, they 
do their best to stop in as many loca-
tions along the CP network as possible.

The Canadian train is 1,000 feet long 
and consists of 14 rail cars and decked 
out in holiday designs, LED lights and 

a modified boxcar that has been turned 
into a traveling stage for performers.

The festive train will have stops and 
live Outdoor performances Nov. 23 in 
Cambridge (Galt), Ayr and several oth-
er communities throughout Ontario 
before returning in Toronto on Nov. 28.

If you're planning on joining in on all 
the holiday fun, make sure to bundle 
up before heading out, as the events 
are totally outdoors.

Musicians like Kiesza, Seaforth, 
Anyway Gang and Tyler Shaw will be 
putting on the free performances.

Please note that guests are encouraged 
to bring nonperishable food and/or 
cash donations for the local food banks 
at each stop.

Check out the times online of the 
scheduled stops the CP holiday train is 
making in the greater municipality of 
Waterloo by referring to the Web link 
posted below.

CPKC Holiday Train Schedule:

https: / /www.cpkcr.com/content/
dam/cpkc/documents/english/pdfs/
h o l i d ay - t r a i n / 2 0 2 3 - C D N - H o l i -
day-Train-Schedule-10-16-23.pdf

The Canadian Holiday Train Schedule for Nov. 21 - 25
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By Gary West

The fall of the year is well known in our local area for 
quality apples and school students in Oxford, Perth, and 
Waterloo counties took part in the Great Big Crunch last 
week. This has become an annual Canada-wide move-
ment and involves school students biting into a crisp lo-
cally grown apple. 

Principals and teachers say it is an annual moment of 
anti-silence in which students, parents, and others pas-
sionate about food, crunch into apples to make noise for 
healthy school eating. We were able to witness the event 
at Sprucedale Elementary School in Shakespeare, where, 
under the guidance of teacher Tarra Trachsel Green, 183 
students took a big bite all at once. Mrs. Green’s parents, 
local farmers Bob and Winnie Trachsel, donated the ap-
ples so that every student could enjoy a free apple as 
a delicious, healthy snack. They were grown at Bickle’s 
family orchards (their cousins) south of Tavistock. The 

loud noise of apples from student leaders in the school 
office broadcast the crunching over the school's loud-
speaker system. This was to give the sound effects so all 
students could witness the noise of the crunch all at once 
in unison, as they all bit into the healthy snack. 

As schools in the area and across Canada were enjoy-
ing the Great Big Crunch there were hundreds of apples 
that had to be sourced from Bickle’s Apple Orchard. It has 
long been a go-to farm for some of the highest quality ap-
ples that families in southern Ontario have come to know. 
When schools in the area had to find an orchard that would 
supply the ever-popular fall fruit, for the Big Crunch they 
knew the Bickle apple orchard was the place to go. It was 
back in 1955 when Frank and Kaye Bickle purchased the 
picturesque farm and orchards on Highway 59 between 
Tavistock and Hickson. When son Tom married Kathy in 
1981, the couple were determined to continue with the 
apple orchards. Today, 42 years later, they are still sup-
plying high-quality apples to the hundreds of buyers who 
visit their farm every year. Their own children are now 
also very much involved in the day-to-day operations. If 
anyone would like to drop in at their farm store, you’ll 
see Macs, Empires, Red and Golden Delicious, Courtland, 
Gala, Ambrosia, Honey Crisp, Spy, Idared, Mutsu, Russet 

and Tolman Sweet. If the Bickles don’t have them, they 
probably haven’t been grown anywhere yet. If that wasn’t 
enough, they also offer local produce like jams and jellies, 
honey, pickles, apple cider and apple butter, maple syrup, 
and their newest addition of Kintore coffee, Deep Purple 
Lavender, and Braemar Garlic. We often talk in the paper 
about family farms in nearby counties that have survived 
and flourished through the years. The Bickle orchards 
and family farm would have to be one that makes the top 
of the list.

Celebrating "Big Crunch Day" at Sprucedale 
Public School

Grade 1 and 2 students, (along with a few grade 4’s) apple crunchers from Sprucedale School in Shakespeare, enjoying the 
healthy snack as they participated in the “Great Big Crunch Day” to promote healthy eating in schools.

Last week on the Great Big Crunch Day are front Kathy Bick-
le with daughter Laura Harold, and back left are neighbour-
hood helpers Pam Zehr and Joanne Sauder. Out front the 
farm greeter and mascot Morty, who is now 8-years-old and 
enjoys and greets all visitors, when they come from many 
parts of the province, to enjoy the fall harvest at this unique 
family farm.

Kropf
In loving memory of a wonderful husband,       

father, papa and great grandpa (Grampy), who 
passed away one year ago October 26, 2022.

Sherman never looked for praises

He was never one to boast

He just went on quietly working

For the ones he loved the most.

Loving you is easy, we do it every day

Missing you is a heartache that never goes away.

Love Nancy, Brad, Tricia & David and families.

IN MEMORIAM

Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary
Bob and Winnie Trachsel

CELEBRATION

October 26, 2023
Here’s to many more!

Love from all of your family and friends!

for Larry & Brenda Ehnes

Saturday, November 4th
1:30 - 4:00 - Stratford Legion Hall - 804 Ontario Street

BEST WISHES ONLY, PLEASE 

50TH ANNIVERSARY 
OPEN HOUSE
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By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
Reporter 

East Zorra-Tavistock Business 
Connections kicked off what it hopes will 
be a strong social and business presence 
in the area last week with a networking 
meeting at Terra Nova Spa. Close to 20 
people gathered to make new friends and 
perhaps eventually foster more business 
relationships.

The group is the offspring of Eastbridge 
Business Connections created by 
Waterloo resident Jason Kipfer who is 
the Co-Founder and Chair. He said sev-
en years ago he put a post on his neigh-
bourhood Facebook page asking if any-
one wanted to get together for a drink at 
a local pub, and it snowballed from there. 
“We had 18 people come out in January of 
2017 and it was just about making some 
connections. It was informal, there was 
no agenda, it was just getting to know 
people and supporting a local business.” 
There was continued interest from the 
neighbourhood, so he wrapped a brand 
around it and came up with the name. 
“It is designed to be a relaxed and casu-
al environment. No suits, no ties, no one 
pushing business cards. We want to make 
the areas we are in more inclusive, safe, 
and welcoming places to live, work, play, 
and shop.” 

Kipfer added no matter what people do 
for a living or what age group they fall 
into, everyone buys stuff. “We are all con-
sumers and for those of us who are look-
ing from a business standpoint and not 
just a social standpoint to build commu-
nity, people genuinely buy from who they 
know and who they trust.” He explained 
he encourages people at his meetups 
to take time to establish a relationship 
and once that is done the business just 
happens organically. “By bringing peo-
ple together it fosters community devel-
opment, it makes for safer communities, 

and we want to create that sense of inclu-
siveness. We really want to promote the 
shop local aspect as well.”

The Eastbridge chapter has over 1300 
members and some of them drive 45 
minutes to an hour to attend an event. 
“We have branded ourselves as Waterloo 
Region’s largest and fastest growing 
community-based networking group. 
In 2019 we started another chapter in 
the Lakeshore neighbourhood in north 
Waterloo in the Northfield and Weber 
area, so we started Lakeshore Business 

Connections.” He added a few other 
chapters have been started in the KW 
area which led Tavistock resident Peter 
Pickett to explore the idea of one in EZT 
Township. “He said let’s get this going and 
we met with Jodi Pendry at the spa. She 
was excited, we were excited. We set the 
date, promoted it and I set up a Facebook 
page for Peter.” Kipfer said there were 
many businesses that attended to show 
their support including the Butcher Barn, 
Quehls, Mad Mash Brewery, and D and D 
Homestyle Cuisine. “They all said hey, 
this is great what you are doing to bring 
people together. We have a nice selection 
of finger foods, and a tour of the spa.”

The goal currently for the East Zorra-
Tavistock group is to meet every other 
month but they are looking for another 
get-together next month. “Peter and I 
were talking today about setting one up 
in November to wrap up this calendar 
year and then take the time to book six 
more for 2024.” Kipfer is also looking for 
area businesses to donate door prizes 
at each event. He added the endeavour 
doesn’t and was never intended to be a 
money-making one for him. “I have al-
ways believed the Canadian economy 
is built on the backs of small business. 
Everybody and their uncle have their 
hand out looking for money from them. I 
feel this is a great way to support them.” 

New networking group kicks off EZT chapter

Nearly 20 people attended the East Zorra-Tavistock Business Connections first networking 
event at Terra Nova Spa last Wednesday evening.
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The Pletsch Family
Thank you to family, friends and neighbours for 
food brought to our homes, floral tributes, phone 
calls, visits, cards and donations in memory of 
Larry Pletsch.

Thank you to everyone at Francis Funeral Home 
for their professional and dedicated guidance 
during a difficult time. To Rev. Marg Smith, a big 
thank you for your comforting words and tribute 
to honour the life of Larry! Also, thank you to 
Katherine Brenneman for making the bulletin 
with last minute notice. Thank you to Grace United 
Church ladies for the delicious luncheon and 
serving at the men’s club.

Sincerely,

The Pletsch Family

THANK YOU

SCHLEGEL, Velma
Passed away peacefully 
with family at her side 
on Wednesday, October 
18, 2023, at her residence 
in Nithview Community. 
Velma was born 91 years 
ago in East Zorra Township, 
a daughter of the late Ezra 
Schlegel and former Violet 
Zehr.

Lovingly remembered by 
her sister; Ada Gerber, 

brother: Mervin and wife Karen Schlegel, broth-
ers-in-law: Sam Wagler and Raymond Ruby 
(Shirley Roth). Special Aunt to Jim & Keelee 
Wagler, Merle & Bill Seegmiller, Faye Butters 
(Kevin 2019), Roger & Shay Wagler, Myron & 
Joanne Gerber, Shirley & John Brenneman, Paul & 
Monique Gerber, Joan & Chris Schooley, Grace & 
Paul Ruby, Karen & David Jutzi, Mary Lou Murray, 
Dale & Marianne Ruby, Kristy & Dan Brenneman, 
and Lindsay & Brett Zehr. Also remembered by 
many great nieces and nephews.

Velma is predeceased by sisters Elda Wagler 
(2022), Norma Ruby (2018) and brother-in-law 
Howard Gerber (2023).

Velma was a faithful, longtime member of Cassel 
Mennonite Church. As a nurse at the Maples, she 
devoted her life to the well-being of others. She 
enjoyed quilting, needlework, knitting and spent 
time volunteering at the New Hamburg thrift 
store and church. Velma enjoyed teaching nursery 
school and bible school at church and travelling 
the world with some of her dearest friends.

Relatives and friends are invited to the Mark Jutzi 
Funeral Home, 291 Huron Street, New Hamburg, 
on Thursday, October 26, 2023, from 4 – 8 p.m. 
Interment will take place on Friday, October 27, 
2023, at 1:15 p.m. at the 16th Line East Zorra 
Cemetery, all are welcome. A Celebration of 
life will be held following at Cassel Mennonite 
Church, 696556 17 Line, Tavistock, at 2:00 p.m. 
Pastor Wanda Amstutz to officiate.

As expressions of sympathy, donations would 
be accepted to Cassel Mennonite Church or the 
Kidney Foundation and can be done through the 
funeral home.

Thank you to the staff at Nithview Community for 
their kind, compassionate care shown to Velma 
over the last 3 years.

Personal condolences and donation information 
available at www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

OBITUARY
WINHOLD, Shelley

With deep sadness we 
announce that Shelley 
Rose Winhold, dear wife, 
mom and grandma, passed 
away peacefully at home 
in Tavistock, on Sunday, 
October 22, 2023, with her 
family by her side.

Shelley is survived by 
her husband and best 
friend Kevin, her daughter 
Tiffany (Tony) Tabbert, 

son Taylor (Taylor Westman), and grandchildren 
Sullivan, Willa and Ryker. Shelley is the beloved, 
eldest daughter of LaRoyd and Roslyn Bender and 
daughter-in-law of Doris Winhold. Forever re-
membered by her siblings Shawn (Sherri) Bender, 
Sharla Moore, Shayanne (Roger Wagler) Bender, 
and siblings-in-law Terry (Pat), Dale (Lexa 
Harinen), Sam, Darryl (Bonnie), Brad (Donna) 
and Rhonda (Ron) Saunders. Loved by many niec-
es and nephews.

Shelley was predeceased by her father-in-law 
Harold Winhold and brother-in-law Mark Moore, 
as well as maternal grandparents Wallie and Rose 
Ross, and paternal grandparents Ervin and Rachel 
Bender.  

Born on her grandmother Rachel's 50th birthday, 
on April 11, 1965. Shelley came into the world 
with a strong family connection which she carried 
with her, always. She was happiest tending to her 
grandchildren or her flowerbeds. She spent hours 
reading, singing and playing with the kids and 
was equally as committed to planting, watering 
and pruning her plants. Her caring and thoughtful 
nature extended far beyond her family and home, 
and was felt by all who knew her. Shelley was a 
longtime employee at Kindred Credit Union, start-
ing in an entry-level position and later retiring as 
the Manager, Fraud and Privacy. Her dedication to 
her work was second to none. She gave endlessly 
to her community, volunteering for Figure Skating 
Executive, Minor Hockey Parents, and various 
positions at Tavistock Mennonite Church. Shelley 
maintained special relationships with count-
less friends from childhood through retirement. 
Whether a quick coffee, a country music concert or 
a cottage weekend, she loved nothing more than 
time spent with her people. 

A life so beautifully lived deserves to be beauti-
fully remembered. Please join us for visitation on 
Thursday, October 26, 2023 from 2-4pm and 6-8pm 
at Francis Funeral Home in Tavistock. Service 
and celebration will take place on Wednesday, 
November 1, 2023 from 11am-2pm at Puddicombe 
House in New Hamburg.

As expressions of sympathy, donations to the 
Canadian Cancer Society or Tavistock Mennonite 
Church would be appreciated by the family and 
may be made through the Francis Funeral Home 
by calling 519-655-2431.

Personal condolences can be posted at www.fran-
cisfh.ca

OBITUARY
HOFSTETTER, Kathleen 

Vera Emilie
Kathleen passed away peacefully at St Mary’s 
Hospital on Saturday October 21st, 2023, in her 
100th year. Kathleen was born on December 25th, 
1923 to her parents Henry and Emma (Hoerle) 
Doering. She was the last surviving member of her 
family. Kathleen spent the last number of years at 
Nithview Community.

She is survived by her children Margery (Bruce) 
Hay of Parksville BC, Neil (Dolores) and Denise 
Gingerich both of New Hamburg. Her grandchil-
dren Scott, Mark (Kim), Dwayne (Lori), Shannon 
(Jeff), Pam (Steve), Jason, Sarah, and Adam. As 
well as her great grandchildren Brandon, Wyatt, 
Holden, Ashton, Riley and Leilu.

Kathleen was predeceased by her husband Brooks 
(1994), her daughter Colleen (1996) and husband 
Bob Bricker (2023), and her son-in-law Robert 
Gingerich (2022).

Kathleen was a member of Trinity Lutheran 
Church and the New Hamburg Legion. She was an 
accomplished and prolific knitter and crafter. She 
was particularly proud of her flower beds and gar-
den on Hannah Street, and a long time exhibitor 
of the New Hamburg Fair – where she won many 
prizes.

Kathleen enjoyed a game of cards or darts, a good 
joke and a glass of beer.

She will be dearly missed by her family.

Cremation has taken place, and all were welcomed 
to visit with Kathleen's family on Wednesday, 
October 25, 2023, at the Mark Jutzi Funeral Home, 
291 Huron Street, New Hamburg from 2 – 4 & 
6 – 8 p.m. A private family interment was held at 
Riverside Cemetery.

Family request that donations in Kathleen’s mem-
ory be made to New Hamburg Legion or the New 
Hamburg Food Bank.

Personal condolences and donation information 
available at www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

OBITUARY

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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Are you planning a family celebration?
We accept all announcements - weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, new baby, etc.

Or are you looking to hire local people, or wanting to sell something or buy something? We will publish your classified ad.

For pricing call 519-580-5418 or email ads@wilmotpost.ca.

COMMUNITY — WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 
Office: 519-655-2151 
Rev. Marg Smith
www.graceunitedtavistock.com
graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com
Online worship available on our website
10:30 am in person worship service

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Pastor Steve Hoffard 
Church Office 519-655-2372
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com
Masks welcomed but not required
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Interim Pastor Harold Schlegel.
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am, with 
coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship service.

Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario
Questions or Need Help?
Text or Call: (519) 655-2413
tavistockbc.org
Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer
Cemetery Decoration Service is on 
Sept. 17th @ 2pm.

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

October 23-30, 2013 Edition (10 years ago)

The East Zorra-Tavistock Fire Department, 
Tavistock Station is once again involved in 
the Movember Campaign, collecting dona-
tions for growing facial hair for the entire 
month. This year, however, there is a new 
twist as the local firefighters are also sell-
ing Rheo Thompson chocolate moustaches 
to raise money to benefit Prostate Cancer 
research.

A beautifully refinished Bell upright piano 
stands proudly in the front room of Bet-
ty Murray’s home in Hickson. As sunlight 
streams through the front window, it illumi-
nates the keys and reminds her of the years 
of enjoyment it has brought her and others. 
And it’s the joy she spreads throughout the 
community that has earned her the 2013 
John Tipping Memorial Award from the 
Hickson Lions Club. Lions Club President 
Brad Smith said Betty has supplied musical 
entertainment at nursing homes and events 

in the Hickson and Tavistock area for many, 
many years.

October 22-29, 2003 Edition (20 years ago)

It’s not too often that Tavistock can boast the 
arrival of a new industry to the village. Last 
Friday, October 24, however, Amkad Metal 
Components Inc. of New Hamburg officially 
turned the sod for their new, 21,000 square 
foot facility to be built on the outskirts of 
Tavistock. Located beside the Agraturf John 
Deere equipment dealership, Amkad is a 
family business owned by Ken and Dianne 
Kropf which was established in 1996.

The 2003-04 executive of the Optimist Club 
of Tavistock was installed at their Presi-
dent’s Night held on Friday evening, Oc-
tober 10 in the Men’s Club Hall. The club 
executive consists of president Henk Tols-
ma, secretary Roger Kropf, treasurer Brad 
Stock, vice presidents Brad Wettlaufer and 
Phil Roth, past president Ray Oesch, 1st 
year directors Kent Killing, Bart Danen, and 
Dave Johnston; 2nd year directors Butch 
Mogk, Greg Ramseyer, and Kris Zehr.

October 26, 1983 Edition (40 years ago)

On Thursday, October 27, Mayor D. H. McK-
ay and W. Darcy McKeough, President, 

Union Gas, will officiate at a “Natural Gas 
Turn-On Ceremony” in front of the Com-
munity Centre in Tavistock. This ceremony 
represents the introduction of natural gas 
service to Tavistock and Shakespeare.

Rev. F. R. Mosher presented Sunday Church 
School pins to young students at the Octo-
ber 16th early morning service at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Sebastopol. Sixteen chil-
dren received the honour.

October 23-30, 1963 Edition (60 years ago)

Mrs. Lorne Weber of Stratford was the win-
ner of the 1963 Plymouth 4-door sedan of-
fered as a major award at the annual frolic 
held at the Memorial Hall Friday night.

Tavistock Teen Town will again be spon-
sored by the Tavistock Mens Club and 
Board of Trade.

Congratulations are extended to the Tav-
istock Rotary Club which marked its 15th 
anniversary of founding on Monday night.

Progress on the erection of a new feedmill 
for Yantzi Feed and Seed at the location of 
the former Zimmerman Bros. box factory, 
Woodstock Street North, is proceeding rap-
idly, according to the owner, Laverne Yantzi.

The Old Gazettes

October 26: Happy birthday to Dorothy Weicker (3), and anni-
versaries for Bob and Winnie Trachsel (60th), Dave and Mari-
anne Ruby (21st), and Greg and Tara Ramseyer (11th).

October 27: Happy birthday to Colby Rhodes (14).

October 28: Happy anniversary for Linda and Wayne Faulhafer 
(45th).

October 29: Happy birthday to Liam Schumm (7) and Nicole 
Ropp (22), and anniversary for Kyle and Julie Wynette (12th).

October 30: Happy birthday to Corey Armstrong (5).

October 31: Happy birthday to Karly Kalbfleisch (10), Jordan 
Bartlett (20), Judd Walker (23), Ashley Ivey, and Susan Rozendal.

November 1: Happy birthday to Miriam Stock-Bateman (10) 
and Natalie Rhodes (20).

Does someone in your family have a special day coming up? Let us 
know at thewtgazette@gmail.com to appear in our Birthdays and 
Anniversaries listing or to arrange for a special announcement ad.

BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1)What two countries did Halloween 
originate from?

2)What do you say when you arrive at the 
door for candy?

3)When did the Salem Witch Trials take 
place?

4)Who is the iconic villain in the Halloween 
movie franchise?

5)What zodiac sign is associated with 
Halloween?

6)What are Dracula’s primary weaknesses?

7)What is another name for a carved 
pumpkin?

8)In what year did Michael Jackson's 
'Thriller' premier on MTV?

9)What do you call a group of witches?

10)Who you gonna call?

Answers found on page 26
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Visit us at Stratford Kia

Sales, Service and Parts

2024 Kia EV6

2024 Kia Niro EV

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

By Canada Safety Council

A school can be many things: a place to learn, a place 
to grow, a place to socialize with friends. For many, it is 
a positive and safe environment. Yet, far too common-
ly, this is not the lived reality of schoolchildren across 
Canada.

National School Safety Week was October 17-23, and the 
Canada Safety Council would like to remind Canadians 
that we have a responsibility to protect our youth in 
schools.

According to Public Safety Canada, nearly half of 
Canadian parents (47 per cent) report that at least one 
of their children has been a victim of bullying, which is 
defined as “acts of intentional harm repeated over time 
in a relationship where an imbalance of power exists.”

While we know that bullying can extend past the school-
yard and into the workplace, the home, and anywhere 
people gather to live, learn or play, school is frequently 
the first environment in which a child is subjected to 
this aggression. The prevalence of the behaviour makes 
it even more crucial that schools play a leadership role 
in addressing it early.

Bullying Signs

Is your child being bullied? Here are a few tips to spot 
warning signs and to advocate on your child’s behalf.

Signs can include:

- Heightened anxiety, fear

- Lowered self-esteem and interest in previously enjoy-
able activities

- Unhappiness, irritability, trouble sleeping

- Injuries, including bruising and damage to physical 
property (if the bullying is physical in nature)

Supporting a Bullied Child

Tips to parents and guardians:

Show your child that you’re there for them. Trust is of 
paramount importance in addressing bullying, and a 
child will not report any issues to someone they do not 
trust to support them. Maintaining an open and healthy 
relationship with your child will help them feel comfort-
able confiding in you.

Encourage them to share if they are being bullied. Yes, 
it can be embarrassing. Or hurtful. But children need to 
know their feelings are valid and they are not expect-
ed to carry this burden by themselves. The quicker they 
inform the responsible adults in their lives, the quicker 
help can be provided.

Do not advise your child to fight back. In such situations, 
aggression is often met with more aggression and only 
makes the situation worse. Remember: at its core, bully-
ing is a relationship imbalance. Violence is a less effec-
tive mitigation tactic than adult intervention.

Document everything. Take notes of times, dates and 
details of incidents as your child reports them. If the 
bullying is occurring via electronic means, this includes 
emails, instant messages, text messages and any other 
evidence of cyberbullying.

Talk to your child’s school. Bring all documentation 
and be prepared to sit down and discuss the bullying 
behaviour. Keep in mind throughout that you are your 

child’s advocate, their defender, and their voice.

Bullying prevention is a team effort, a collaboration to 
create a more level playing field and to support children 
as they navigate the formative years of their lives. Let 
us all do our part in showing that respect, kindness and 
dignity are core values… and that bullies never win.

Stop Bullying in its Tracks

When social 
media blocks your 
access to the 
news, turn to your 
local newspaper.
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STONETOWN
TRAVEL

HEAD OFFICE: 

150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4  |  TICO #50010159

BRANCH OFFICE: 

210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9  |  TICO #50025796

St. Marys 519-284-2332 | New Hamburg 226-333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

DISCOVER PORTUGAL

TULIP TIME IN HOLLAND IRELAND

NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR

JUNE 5-16, 2024JUNE 5-16, 2024

SEPTEMBER 18-29, 2024SEPTEMBER 18-29, 2024

MARCH 31 – APRIL 8, 2024MARCH 31 – APRIL 8, 2024

JULY 29 – AUGUST 9, 2024JULY 29 – AUGUST 9, 2024

2024 GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES 2024 GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES 
HOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVELHOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVEL
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N.H. INC.
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Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 

By Mercedes Kay Gold

Fall harvest welcomes in a bounty of root vegetables. As 
we say good-bye to the last of the bright and sunny orange 
autumn leaves, let’s say hello to this holistic nutritionist’s 
current craze. I am obsessed with carrots, boatloads of 
butternut squash and a plethora of other produce picks 
roasted and blended into a spectacular soup.

Butternut squash and carrots have a bevy of body-boost-
ing benefits, and the color combination paints a hap-
py, holistic picture. Carotenoids are their superpower, 
and found in red, orange and yellow produce. Carrots 
are chocked full of zeaxanthin and lutein, linked to eye 
health. Both carrots and butternut squash are a bonanza 
of beta-carotene, converted inside the body to immune 
system super supporter vitamin A.

Butternut squash equals comfort food fare whether you 
roast, mash or tote a thermos of this scrumptious soup. 
One cup of squash is packed with potassium and a super 
source of vitamin C. The trio of vitamins associated with 
the most overall health benefits are A-C-E, and squash 
has two out of three in vast amounts. From the first jar of 
baby food, carrots are ever-present in the diet. The out-
rageously orange coloured juice floods cells with an array 
of phytonutrients. Carrots are the original on-the-go fa-
vorite sidekick to dip and a main course staple. Oh, and 
don’t get me started on raw carrot cake.

Celery may be 95% water but there are more than twelve 
antioxidants making this low-calorie crunchy dieter’s 
dream a chart-topping valuable veggie!

Onions contain 25 flavonoids, key antioxidants combat-
ting free radicals and helping prevent chronic diseases.

Herbs are more than flavor boosters. As a holistic nutri-
tionist, my top tasty treasures are herbal health helpers. I 
selected four fresh herbs to complement the winter-warm-
ing soup. Rosemary is renowned for its awesome aroma 
and is a staple in backyard gardens. Its needle-like leaves 
are linked to improved memory, reducing inflammation, 
and a stress relief for starters. Thyme’s distinct aroma is 
often associated with roasting poultry, but thyme is an 
ancient remedy for fungal infections and relieving stub-
born coughs. Sage, another key culinary herb around the 

world may ease menopausal symptoms, support cognitive 
health and lower LDL or the “lousy” cholesterol levels in 
the body. Garlic is literally love for the heart muscle and 
a wonderful winter cold and flu support.

My secret soup ingredient is by Chef Adam Brenner, 
owner of The Garden Stand. Chef Brenner’s handcrafted 
garlic scape salt is a seasoning I swapped for my usual 
fleur de sel. It’s made from the green shoots that grow 
from the garlic bulb, salt and a dash of magic.

Soup is my make-ahead must-have as a speedy sup-
pertime stand-by and post-fun time winter wonderland 
warmup.

Rootin’ for Soup!

I used carrots and butternut squash by Pfenning’s Organic 
and garlic by The Garlic King.

Ingredients:

- 3 carrots

- 1 large butternut squash

- 1 large onion

- 3 cloves garlic by The Garlic King or 6 average sized 
cloves

- 3 stalks celery

- 2-3 tablespoons of olive or avocado oil

- 3 sage leaves

- 3 sprigs rosemary

- 6 sprigs thyme

- 1 tsp garlic scape salt* available at The Garden Stand

- Ground pepper to taste

- 900 ml of low-sodium vegetable stock

Directions:

Cut the squash in half and the ends off.

Using a vegetable peeler, remove all the skin and then 
scoop out all the flesh.

Cut the squash into one-inch cubes.

Chop the celery, carrots and onion.

Peel the garlic cloves, keeping whole.

Place all the vegetables on a baking sheet.

Add the garlic scape salt, pepper, garlic cloves, and top 
with the sprigs of fresh herbs.

Drizzle with olive oil and combine well.

Spread the ingredients out and roast in a 350-degree 
Fahrenheit oven for an hour or until very soft.

Transfer to blender, food processor or a bowl and use an 
inversion blender.

Add 3 cups of vegetable stock and blend until smooth.

Pour the soup into a pot, add the remaining vegetable 
stock and simmer on the stove.

Top with fresh rosemary and thyme.

Serve and love your soup!

Store the fridge up to a week or freeze.

*You can use Himalayan sea salt.

Harvest Soup Sensation 

TAVISTOCK MEN’S CLUB

Wednesday, November 8, 2023
Serving 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

TAVISTOCK MEMORIAL HALL
3 Adam St., Tavistock

Drive-Thru Pick-Up
$25

Tickets available at Men's Club Hall, 
78 Woodstock St., N

Every Wednesday 4-7 pm and Saturdays 11am-3pm
or from Club members or call 
519-655-2286 or 519-655-2708

email: tavistockmensclub@outlook.com 

SAUERKRAUT &SAUERKRAUT &
BBQ PORK CHOPBBQ PORK CHOP  

SUPPERSUPPER
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BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW AT ROYALFAIR.ORG
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STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Thursday, November 9, 2023
2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Wilmot Recreation Centre
New Hamburg, ON

Please RSVP by calling 226-333-9939
 or emailing stew@stonetowntravel.com

Come meet our travel partners!Come meet our travel partners!

Learn about upcoming travel offerings

Door Prizes! Special Promotions!
GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY HOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVEL

SCOTLAND SUMMER 
DISCOVERY
JUNE 15-23, 2024

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

By Veronica Reiner

The results for the 2022-2023 Education 
Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO) 
are in.

“Despite the challenges posed by the 
pandemic and the possibility of learn-
ing loss, these results indicate that as a 
school board, we have been successful 
in minimizing the impact,” said Estefania 
Bradenstein, a spokesperson for the 
Waterloo Region District School Board 
(WRDSB). “This achievement is a testa-
ment to the dedication and hard work of 
our exceptional staff, whom we sincerely 
thank for their unwavering commitment 
to students’ success.

“As a school board, we remain focused on 
supporting the academic achievement and 
well-being of all the students we serve. 
These results serve as a reminder of the 
progress we have made as well as the 
journey that lies ahead.”

The WRDSB surpassed the provincial re-
sults in Grade 6 writing and mathemat-
ics, and Grade 9 mathematics. The school 
board was in line with provincial results 
in Grade 3 reading and writing, Grade 

6 reading, and the Grade 10 Ontario 
Secondary School Literacy Test for stu-
dents writing the test for the first time. 
The WRDSB performed below provincial 
results in Grade 3 mathematics.

Here are the results from all local schools:

Wilmot Township Schools

Baden Public School Grade 3 students 
scored 52% in mathematics, 78% in read-
ing, and 57% in writing. The school’s Grade 
6 students got 76% in mathematics, 96% in 
reading, and 88% in writing.

Forest Glen Public School Grade 3 stu-
dents scored 73% in mathematics, 69% in 
reading and 69% in writing. The school’s 
Grade 6 students scored 43% in mathe-
matics, 98% in reading and 100% in writing.

Grandview Public School Grade 3 stu-
dents scored 100% in mathematics, 84% in 
reading and 84% in writing. The school’s 
Grade 6 students scored 55% in mathe-
matics, 90% in reading and 87% in writing.

Holy Family Separate School Grade 3 
students scored 62% in mathematics, 
76% in reading and 68% in writing. The 
school’s Grade 6 students scored 42% in 

mathematics, 82% in reading and 91% in 
writing.

New Dundee Public School Grade 3 stu-
dents achieved impressive results - 92% 
in mathematics, 100% in reading and 100% 
in writing. The school’s Grade 6 students 
scored 67% in mathematics, 95% in read-
ing, and 100% in writing.

Sir Adam Beck Public School Grade 3 stu-
dents scored 56% in mathematics, 78% in 
reading and 73% in writing. The school’s 
Grade 6 students scored 56% in mathe-
matics, 83% in reading and 89% in writing.

There were 82% of eligible Waterloo-
Oxford District Secondary School students 
who were successful on their Ontario 
Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT). 
There are 39% of fully participating stu-
dents at or above the provincial standards 
(Levels 3 and 4) for the 2022-2023 school 
year.

East Zorra-Tavistock Schools

Hickson Central Public School Grade 3 
students scored 56% in mathematics, 76% 
in reading and 70% in writing. The school’s 
Grade 6 students scored 42% in mathe-
matics, 78% in reading and 71% in writing.

Sprucedale Public School Grade 3 stu-
dents scored 57% in mathematics, 48% in 
reading and 38% in writing. The school’s 
Grade 6 students scored 53% in mathe-
matics, 95% in reading and 95% in writing.

Tavistock Public School Grade 3 students 
scored 78% in mathematics, 75% in read-
ing and 72% in writing. The school’s Grade 
6 students scored 48% in mathematics, 
81% in reading and 65% in writing.

Wellesley Township Schools

Linwood Public School Grade 3 students 
scored 29% in mathematics, 51% in read-
ing and 46% in writing. The school’s Grade 
6 students scored 25% in mathematics, 
82% in reading and 96% in writing.

St. Clement Catholic Elementary School 
Grade 3 students scored 71% in math-
ematics, 71% in reading and 58%. The 
school’s Grade 6 students scored 69% in 
mathematics, 73% in reading and 88% in 
writing.

Wellesley Public School Grade 3 students 
scored 57% in mathematics, 57% in read-
ing and 43% in writing. The school’s Grade 
6 students scored 47% in mathematics, 
83% in reading and 83% in writing.

Local EQAO results

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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STRATFORD KIA!STRATFORD KIA!
2022 Mazda Mazda3 GX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
34,313 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Subaru Forester 

$34,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
37,891 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia Forte EX

$30,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
25,924 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Nissan Rogue S

$35,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
58,013 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Honda Civic Sedan LX

$34,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
20,049 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Kia Soul EX

$30,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
49,267 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2019 Ford Econoline 450 

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
93,529 km

Cutaway Base 
DRW 

Rear-Wheel Drive

2019 Ford Econoline 450 

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
116,561 km

Cutaway Base 
DRW 

Rear-Wheel Drive

2020 Kia Soul EX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,098 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Ford Edge ST Line

$47,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
22,127 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Kia Forte LX

$26,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
46,880 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2020 Kia Soul EX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
23,022 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia Forte GT-Line

$36,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
36,425 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Ford Bronco Sport Badlands

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
15,600 km

All-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2022 Kia K5 GT-Line 2022 GMC Terrain SLE

$43,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
25,122 km

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
12,213km

All-Wheel Drive All-Wheel Drive

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

Bad or Challenging Credit? No problem!  Everyone is approved, some conditions apply.Bad or Challenging Credit? No problem!  Everyone is approved, some conditions apply.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The 2024 Region of Waterloo plan and budget process is 
underway, and residents are invited to give input as to 
how the Region of Waterloo should invest taxpayer dol-
lars. The budget is an outline of how the region will spend 
in programs and services that residents depend on every 
day.

“Given continued high inflation, cost escalation, and in-
creasing service demands, the 2024 plan and budget pres-
ents challenges even greater than previous years,” said 
Regional Councillor Michael Harris, Chair of the Region’s 
Strategic Planning and Budget Committee.

“We are committed to balancing affordability with deliv-
ering the essential services residents rely on. Hearing 
from the public is critical to getting the right balance – 
whether online or in-person through our public input 
sessions.”

The region said that like residents, municipalities across 
Ontario continue to face rising costs. “As the area grows, 
so does the need for more services, and that the region 
needs funding from other government levels (provincial, 
federal), to keep up with the growth,” wrote the region in 
a release.

The plan and budget will be guided by the priority areas 
identified in the “strategic plan,” which includes homes 
for all, climate aligned growth, equitable services and op-
portunities, and a resilient and future ready organization. 
The region’s population is expected to grow to one mil-
lion people by 2050.

There are several ways for community members to give 
input into the budget, including public input sessions and 
an online survey. For more information, visit: www.en-
gagewr.ca/2024-plan-and-budget.

The budget will be finalized on December 13.

Region of Waterloo asking for 
input in 2024 budget

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Programs each Sunday for children during service. 
St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
Sunday Oct. 1, at 3:00pm - We will be celebrating our Harvest Festival. 
Special guest preacher will be The Venerable Dr. Neil Carver.
All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.
St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212 
Pastor Jim Brown
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon discussion. All are 
welcome

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP
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By Morgan Miller

The New Hamburg Firebirds always strive 
to do their best in giving back to the com-
munity and this is why we truly need you 
to be part of our team to help us help the 
Wilmot Family Resource Centre ... This 
is what was needed, YOU! And boy, did 
you come through. A community that has 
a well-deserved reputation for its wel-
coming attitude and kindness. One of the 
things that makes Wilmot Township such 
a great place to live is the way residents 
come together to assist and support each 
other if the need presents itself. I see this 
evidence in every part of the community, 
especially this time of year.

The New Hamburg Firebirds Hockey Club 
and their players would like to give special 
thanks and list all assists that got them to 
their GOAL!

Thanks to Bill and Jill Fleming from 
Sobeys, Dave Mackay from Mackay’s 
NoFrills, along with both their amazing 
staff for having the Thanksgiving “Early 
Bird Meet the Players” day at their loca-
tions, which brought in 2,056 lbs.

Dave Bender and his staff at B-W Feed 
and Supply for letting us use their scale to 
weigh after each pickup at the schools, as 
well as the final weighing on game night.

Mike Roth, who volunteered his vehicle, 

trailer and day collecting the donations 
from all the participating schools and 
Anna-Maria, Hannah and Emily, who col-
lected and packed all the donations as 
well as handing out tickets and stickers on 

game night. Great job you three!

To the participating schools in The 
“Shopping Cart Challenge,” a huge thank 
you to staff and especially their students 
at Baden Public, Sir Adam Beck Public, 

Forest Glen Public, Grandview Public, 
Holy Family Catholic, and New Dundee 
Public schools for their donations and 
having pickups so well organized. Another 
year of being overwhelmed by the re-
sponse from the students and their help! 
5,247 pounds (lbs) as collected! “Shopping 
Cart Challenge’s” best ever yet! Kids help-
ing community! What a reward! Absolutely 
incredible!

To all the volunteers from Wilmot Centre 
Church, and Wilmot and Wellesley Fire 
Fighters for giving their time on a Friday 
night of a long weekend to unload 7,011 
lbs of donations from the schools and 
what was collected at the game.

The New Hamburg Firebirds Thanksgiving 
Food Drive’s huge success only becomes a 
reality because of the phenomenal help of 
people in a community that just continues 
to give. 324 lbs was collected at the Poor 
Boys Luncheon, 2,056 at the “Early Bird 
Meet the Players,” The “Shopping Cart 
Challenge” brought in 5,247 lbs from the 
participating schools and 1,764 lbs. at the 
night of the game. The grand total for this 
year 9,391 lbs! as well as over $3,565.00 in 
monetary donations.

One last thing. The game was attended by 
1,125 fans and 946 of them had the spe-
cial food drive ticket… and we won! What 
a night! Great job everyone!

SPORTS —

By Daniel J (Danny) Millar

Following up on last year's success-
ful Jr. NBA season and a tournament in 
Goderich, boys basketball is set to return 
to Tavistock.

The Huron Perth Basketball League re-
turns after an absence of 11 years. Last 
season, Canada basketball approved 
Tavistock as a site for its developmental 

junior NBA program. Eight to ten boys 
showed out each night, and the season 
concluded with two games - both wins - in 
Goderich.

The team will be coached by Danny Millar, 
a long-time OBA, high school, and HP 
league coach. Millar coached the Tavistock 
entries several years ago. He ran the pro-
gram and team last year, assisted by Max 

Schwartzentruber, who returns this sea-
son as well.

The first practice is Tuesday, November 
7, at Tavistock Public School, and will al-
ternate Tuesdays and Thursday evenings, 
beginning at 6:30. Players in grades 6-8 
are eligible. Pre-registration is required. 
League play begins late January, ear-
ly February and concludes at the end of 

March. Scheduling was designed to mini-
mize schedule conflicts with hockey, soft-
ball, and soccer. In the past, teams from 
Stratford, St. Marys, Mitchell, Goderich, 
Listowel, and Kincardine have competed.

For more information, contact Millar at 
519 502 6676 (call/text) or e-mail daniel_
millar1@hotmail.com.

By Lee Griffi

The Tavistock Royals find themselves in a five-way tie for fourth 
in the Ontario Elite Hockey League standings following a 5-1 
loss in Creemore on Saturday night in Collingwood. 

The Coyotes led 1-0 after 2 periods of play when Sean Leslie 
netted his third goal of the season on a setup from Adam Barr 
to tie it up. Creemore would then score four consecutive times, 2 
of them coming on the power play after Tavistock ran into some 
penalty trouble. The Coyotes improved to a record of 2 and 0 
while the Royals slipped to 2 and 2. 

Royals’ goalie Jensen Van Boekel took the loss and has strug-
gled to start the season. He was a big part of last year’s cham-
pionship team but so far has 2 losses with a 6.00 goals against 
average and a .625 save percentage. Five players are tied for the 
team lead in scoring with 3 points each and they are Cam Leslie, 
Trevor Sauder, Drew Gerth, Shawn Lantz, and Sean Leslie.

By Lee Griffi

New Hamburg and Woodstock split a home-and-
home series on the weekend, but the Firebirds were 
able to come out with a 4-3 road victory on Friday 
night. Cohen Van Zuilen was the hero scoring the 
game-winning goal, a shorthanded and unassisted 
effort, as he broke a 3-3 tie at the 13:04 mark of the 
third period. 

The Navy Vets bounced back with a road victory of 
their own on Saturday by a 2-1 count. Christ Coulter 
scored both goals for the winners, his sixth and sev-
enth of the season, the second one being the over-
time winner. Andrew Gear replied for New Hamburg 
on the powerplay, his first.  

It was a weekend to forget for Wellesley as they 
lost 5-3 to Tavistock on Friday and 4-2 to Norwich 
on Saturday. The Applejacks took a 1-0 lead against 

the Braves on Isiah Katsube’s second of the season, 
but Tavistock would get goals from Ian Glendinning, 
Rylan Suljack, and Jabob Reid-Brant to take a 3-1 
lead after the first period. Nolan Karger and Owen 
Stoddard scored in the second to tie things up, but 
Mike Schlotzhauer’s unassisted goal stood up as the 
game-winner. Suljack added an empty-net goal for 
the Braves, his fifth of the season. Against Norwich, 
Logan Crans and Stoddard scored in a losing effort. 

The Braves capped off a perfect weekend with a 
7-3 drubbing in Paris against the lowly Titans who 
have just one win and three points. After a 1-1 tie 
after 20 minutes Tavistock led 5-2 after 2 periods. 
Tyler Brezynskie and Stephen Peppas led the attack 
with a pair of goals each while Glendinning, Carter 
Arsenault, and Jacob Roach chipped in with 2 assists. 
Liam O-Leary earned both wins between the pipes 
for the Braves, stopping 56 of 62 shots he faced.

Huron Perth League Basketball Returns to Tavistock

Royals drop to .500 
after weekend loss

PJHL Roundup: Firebirds hand 
Navy Vets first loss

Anna-Maria, Hannah and Emily collected and packed all the donations, as well as handed 
out tickets and stickers on game night. (Photo contributed)

New Hamburg Firebirds Thanksgiving Food Drive 
acknowledgments
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Bella making pumpkin dog biscuits

Left to right: Front row, Jane Danen, Bella Matthews, Claire Rempel, Lucie Ward, Norah Wagler, Madison Weszner. Middle 
row: Marilyn Lichti, Emma Weitzel, Amy Danen, Deanna Halls, Mackenzie Westwood, Jade Dill, Kyra Kropf, Levi Dill, Kate-
lynn Cressman, Shonna Ward, Grace McKinlay. Back row: Lexi Dill, Madi Cressman, Grace Piper.

By Bella Matthews

Our third meeting of 4-H began at 6:45, on 
October 10. There were a couple of new 
members, so everyone went in a circle, and 
said our names.

Shonna then told us what there was to 
make. I think there were four different op-
tions of pumpkin cookies, plus dog biscuits. 
I chose to make the dog biscuits, along with 
two other girls. I liked the biscuits because 
it was simple, and only required three in-
gredients. One cup pumpkin, two cups 
whole wheat flour, and one egg yolk. The 
first step after washing our hands, was to 
dump in the pumpkin, and whole wheat 
flour, then mix well. When that step was 
completed, we added the egg yolk in the 
same bowl, and mix that.

The third step was to place it on a flat, 
clean surface. You roll it out til smooth and 
flat. After, we cut it out in the shapes of 
dog bones. When they are all cut out, we 
place them in the oven at 350 Fahrenheit 
for half an hour. Other kids were wait-
ing/putting their food in the oven, which 
means the dishes were ready to be washed, 
so some kids were washing dishes while 
others were working on a pumpkin patch-
themed word search. After the dishes were 
all clean, we talked about our Thanksgiving 
weekend. The cookies were now being tak-
en out of the oven, but still were pretty hot, 
so Shonna thought that that was the per-
fect time to take a group photo of us. Then, 
after that, the cookies were ready to be eat-
en. When everyone got one of each, We sat 
down and enjoyed them. I liked them all, 
10/10. After we ate, we put away tables and 
chairs, then left. I can say that my dog liked 
the biscuits very much. I am looking for-
ward to next Tuesday, October 17.

Our fourth meeting of 4-H started on 

October 17, 6:45. We got there, and Shonna 
told us what we were making, which was 
mini pumpkin pie. She also showed us how 
to make it. The first step is to split into 
groups of 3; I was in a group with Claire 
and Norah. One person from each group 
had to leave and make pie filling with dif-
ferent people. I left my group to make pie 
filling with Lexi. The ingredients to make 
the pie filling are: 2 eggs, 1 1/2 cups cooked 
pumpkin puree, 2/3 cups brown sugar, 1/2 
tsp ginger, 1 tsp cinnamon, 1/2 tsp salt, 1 
1/2 cups milk and 1/4 cup maple syrup. The 
first instruction is to beat the eggs thor-
oughly, then add the rest of the ingredi-
ents. Mix well, then leave until the pastry is 
ready. The ingredients to make the pastry 
is 1 1/2 cups of sifted cake and pastry flour, 
3/4 tsp salt, 1/2 cup shortening, and 3 tbsp 
cold water. The instructions for that are add 
flour and salt into a swifter, and sift into a 
bowl, cut cold shortening by using a pastry 
blender until pieces are about the size of 
peas. Add the cold water over the surface of 
the flat flour mixture. Run a fork along the 
bottom of the bowl and mix quickly until 
the dough just holds together. Mold dough 
into the shape of a ball. Divide into three 
pieces. Add flour on a tray for rolling out 
pastry, roll the ball gently into a circle that 
is thick enough to hold the pie filling. The 
last step is to place the pastry in a pie plate 
and then add the pie filling. You put it in 
the oven, but I forget how long.

To pass the time, I worked on a wordsearch 
with friends. After a while, Shonna got 
our attention, she told us that she got us 
shirts with the 4-H logo on them, and she 
wanted to take a picture with us in them. 
We did not get to eat our pumpkin pies as 
snacks as they were too hot, so instead we 
got pumpkin cookies. After, we cleaned up. 
We wiped the tables, and put them, and the 
chairs away. That night was pretty fun.

4-H reports 

By Oxford County Library Staff

Wish you Were Here is a unique and 
thought-provoking novel about a woman 
who travels to a paradise island in hopes 
of a dream vacation with her partner, only 
for her plans to take an unexpected turn 
as the COVID-19 pandemic is declared 
by World Health Officials. Determined to 
still have the island getaway experience, 
the woman stays on the deserted island 
and slowly starts to make personal con-
nections and relationships with some of 
the locals. These connections lead her to 
reflect on her life back home and what re-
ally matters to her.

This book is unique in that it switches 
back and forth between the perspective 
of someone battling isolation and lone-
liness while stranded on an island and 
the perspective of a healthcare worker on 
the frontlines during the pandemic, fac-
ing constant challenges and making sac-
rifices to save the lives of many people. 
This book has something in it for every 
reader - romance, suspense, mystery, and 
a very unexpected plot twist. This book 
provides readers with a wonderful story 
about friendship, adventure, and self-dis-
covery while also educating readers on 
what healthcare workers endured during 
the pandemic.

Oxford County Library 
monthly book review
Wish you Were Here by Jodi Picoult
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THE BACKYARD ASTRONOMER: The Next 100 Years 

The night of October 5-6, 1923, for-
ever changed the way astronomers 
saw and studied the cosmos. It was 
believed the Milky Way we see on 
clear moonless nights was the ‘uni-
verse.’ Little did they know a simple 
45-minute photograph would throw 
them a curve. It was long suspect-
ed a small patch of light located in 
the constellation of Andromeda was 
a cloud and referred to as the An-
dromeda Nebula.

The American astronomer Edwin 
Hubble set his sights on imaging 
this object with the massive 100-
inch Hooker telescope at the Mount 
Wilson Observatory in California, 
the largest telescope in the world at 
that time. Placing a 4 by 5-inch pho-
tographic glass plate at the back of 
the grand telescope, he exposed the 

camera on the ‘cloud.’ Because of 
the immense light-gathering pow-
er of the large telescope, the image 
revealed individual stars including a 
variable star called a Cepheid. These 
types of stars help astronomers de-
termine distance. With this valuable 
measuring tool, the object was deter-
mined not to be part of our so-called 
‘universe’ but a completely different 
one. It is officially called the Androm-
eda Galaxy residing some 2.5 million 
light-years away and containing an 
estimated one trillion stars. Since 
then, many more galaxies have been 
imaged and their distance measured.

By 1929, Hubble showed that the 
universe was expanding faster than 
the speed of light, which is hard to 
imagine. But all galaxies seem to be 
moving away from each other except 
for the merging galaxies whose grav-
ity attracts each other, such as our lo-
cal group. This is how galaxies grow. 
So if galaxies are racing away from 
each other, they must have all start-
ed from a single point long, long ago. 
In 1931, the Belgium priest father 
George Lemaitre, considered the Fa-
ther of The Big Bang, stated “The day 
of the Big Bang, was a day without a 
yesterday”.

By the 1940s, radio waves were first 
detected both from the sun and a su-
pernova, the remains of a massive 
star that exploded in our galaxy that 
is named the Crab Nebula. The 200-

inch Palomar Telescope in California 
was the largest in the world in 1949. 
The larger the telescope mirror, the 
farther astronomers can peer into 
space and the farther we see back in 
time.

The ’60s and ’70s saw Apollo astro-
nauts landing on the moon six times, 
two Viking crafts parked on the plan-
et Mars, as well as launching identi-
cal Voyager 1 and 2 crafts measuring 
about the size of a subcompact car. 
They were designed to take close-up 
images as well as collect data from 
the outer planets and their moons. 
These were Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, 
and Neptune. Launched 46 years 
ago, they are now 24 billion and 20 
billion kilometres, respectively, from 
Earth.

Other than using ground-based tele-
scopes with giant mirrors piercing 
the cosmos in optical light, technol-
ogy has now allowed astronomers to 
study the cosmos via radio, micro-
wave, infrared, ultraviolet, X-rays 
and gamma-rays. However, we are 
not restricted to earth-bound in-
struments. Spacecraft such as the 
Hubble Space Telescope, Chandra 
X-ray, Spitzer, Compton Gamma-ray 
and the newly launched James Webb 
Space Telescope, as well as many 
more, are hard at work viewing the 
cosmos in amazing detail.

The sole purpose of the orbiting Ke-

pler Space Telescope was to search 
for exoplanets, planets orbiting oth-
er stars in our galaxy. To date, there 
are more than 5,500 confirmed plan-
ets and thousands of candidates yet 
to be confirmed. But the majority of 
these worlds would be as large as Ju-
piter but closer to their star as Mer-
cury is to the sun. The first ground-
based discovery of an exoplanet was 
back in 1995. It is believed there are 
possibly more planets than stars 
in the Milky Way. There are a very 
small number of planets thought to 
be located in the ‘Goldilocks Zone’, 
such as Earth where oceans stay liq-
uid. Too close to the star water would 
boil away, and farther out would 
freeze. We have recently received 
samples from the asteroid Bennu, 
delivering pristine material from the 
origins of the solar system after the 
birth of our sun, dating back about 
five billion years.

I am looking forward to seeing boots 
on the moon in 2025, as well as the 
first humans on the planet Mars in 
about 10 to 15 years. Decades ago, a 
rendez-vous with the sun was an un-
thinkable goal for obvious reasons. 
The Parker Solar Probe is presently 
studying our daytime star close-up 
and personal. At times it dives very 
close in the solar atmosphere before 
retreating in elliptical orbits. On Sep-
tember 17 of this year, it approached 
a mere 7.26 million kilometres above 

its surface at a speed of 635,266 kilo-
metres per hour or a staggering 176 
kilometres per second. For reference, 
the sun lies 150 million kilometres 
away. The heat shield is designed to 
keep the internal electronics a nice 
30 degrees Celsius while the out-
er part is exposed to 1,400 degrees 
Celcius.

I believe we will eventually discov-
er a new type of physics that could 
explain the workings of dark matter 
and dark energy that is thought to 
have played a role in the creation of 
the universe. We have the technology 
as well as the ambition to pursue and 
unlock the mysteries of our fascinat-
ing cosmos. The path to discovery is 
ever-evolving and I cannot wait for 
the next big discovery.

Clear skies,

Known as “The Backyard Astrono-
mer”, Gary Boyle is an astronomy 
educator, guest speaker, monthly col-
umnist for the Royal Astronomical 
Society of Canada as well as a STEM 
educator. He has been interviewed on 
more than 55 Canadian radio stations 
as well as various television stations 
across Canada and the U.S. In rec-
ognition of his public outreach in as-
tronomy, the International Astronom-
ical Union has honoured him with the 
naming of Asteroid (22406) Garyboyle. 
Follow him on Facebook and his web-
site: www.wondersofastronomy.com

By Gary Boyle

EXPERT ADVICE: State of the Real Estate market and what’s to come

The hot topic of conversation still 
seems to be the Real Estate Market 
and the economy and what’s to come 
in the future. Check out the following 
posted by CREA According to CREA 
(Canadian Real Estate Association) 
this past September 2023. National 
home sales were down on a month-
over-month basis. Highlights from 
their post are as follows:

National home sales declined 1.9% 
month-over-month in September.

Actual (not seasonally adjusted) 
monthly activity came in 1.9% above 
September 2022. (monthly sales ac-
tivity across Canada)

The number of newly listed proper-
ties jumped 6.3% month-over-month.

The MLS® Home Price Index (HPI) 
edged down 0.3% month-over-month 
but was up 1.1% year-over-year.

The actual (not seasonally adjusted) 
national average sale price posted a 
2.5% year-over-year increase in Sep-
tember.

The following stats are provided by 
the WRAR (Waterloo Association 
of Realtors for September 2023). In 
September, the average sale price for 
all residential properties in Waterloo 
Region was $757,753. This represents 
a 0.7 per cent increase compared to 
September 2022 and a 0.3 per cent 
decrease compared to August 2023. 
“The number of homes sold last 
month was very close to last year’s 
decade-low for the month of Sep-
tember,” says Megan Bell, president 
of WRAR. “At the same time, we had 
a record number of new listings for 
the month of September.” WRAR and 
President Megan Bell also reported 
and had the following to say: “There 
was a significant surge of new listings 
in September, resulting in the largest 
number of homes being on the mar-
ket since March 2016,” said Bell. “For 
buyers with the financing to be house 
hunting in September, they would 
have found more favourable condi-
tions in terms of supply than we have 
seen in a while.”

At the same time, WRAR’s president 
points to the recent poll the associ-
ation conducted, which shows over 
one-quarter of Waterloo Region res-
idents are considering moving to a 
more affordable location.

“WRAR recently released a report 
highlighting that Waterloo region’s 
residents are struggling under the af-
fordability crisis, with four in ten re-
porting that they live in housing that 
is unaffordable,” said Bell.

Right now, there seems to be so many 
buyers’ sitting on the sidelines wait-
ing to see what happens with inter-
est rates. Many are pre-approved and 

could move forward with purchases, 
however; they are hesitant because 
they want to know if we are at the 
peak of the interest rate hikes. I can’t 
blame them for being cautious, how-
ever, if buyers are waiting on future 
price drops in 2024, we may not see 
that happen in our part of Ontario. 
Purchasing now may be opportunistic 
if you can find the home/property you 
are looking for, can afford the home 
and are approved for the purchase.

Although some sellers feel they 
should wait to sell if they can because 
of the interest rates and the fact that 
it is more of a buyer’s market, there 
are many who have been impact-
ed by inflation and by the interest 
rates who will be in the next years as 
many mortgages come up for renew-
al. There will be an increase in the 
number of Sellers who may be forced 
to downsize as they won’t be able to 
afford the future interest rates. So 
many people may be forced into “re-
set” and or a transitional “wake up” 
as they are over leveraged in terms 
of their debt-to-income (DTI) ratios. 
Many, as mentioned, will be forced to 
downsize and this may include sig-
nificant lifestyle changes, too. Buyers 
will be forced to adapt better money 
management skills as a result. Some 
are being forced back into the work-
place and will see an increase in ex-
penses because of this. These interest 
rate increases have a ripple effect 
for sure. Sellers need to reach out 
and call their banks and lenders to 
discuss options to avoid forced sales 
and foreclosures. It is better to try 
and come up with a plan in advance 
of upcoming renewal dates as banks 
and lenders may have options to help 

and assist you so that you can make 
a move without it negatively affecting 
your situation long-term or offer dif-
ferent financing options to renew and 
be able to stay in your home.

There are those, however, who have 
made very sound financial decisions 
throughout the last 3-5 years and 
who will thrive as they will benefit 
from his. So, over time, there will be 
a lot of money injected back into the 
real estate market by those who have 
been sitting and waiting on this type 
of a market. Those who are in this po-
sition still need to seek professional 
advice on when and where to invest. 
Buyers should be careful of future 
real estate investing with the inten-
tion of flipping homes. This may not 
be the right market to carry out this 
activity as it is not currently a Seller’s 
market. A buy, fix and hold until the 
market gains strength again may be a 
better idea. There is one more inter-
est rate announcement in December 
of 2023. From there, I am hopeful that 
by the second quarter of 2024 we will 
start to see some positive change… it 
may be 2025 before it is anything sig-
nificant, according to some economic 
forecasters.

The housing shortage still prevails, 
though, and is ultimately causing this 
housing crisis. This has not changed. 
Although there are government pro-
grams and incentives in the works, 
the reality is that the cost to build is 
still rising for Builders/Developers. 
Taxes and the cost to build i.e. labour 
and materials costs are still increas-
ing. The interest rates some develop-
ers are paying on land in the inter-
im could cause serious problems for 
some also when the sales numbers are 

low to nil. There are still significant 
taxes on new construction; examples 
are federal/provincial and municipal 
fees. Governments have been mak-
ing more from new construction than 
developers do in many cases. This is 
where the focus of our government 
needs to be over the next 5-10 years. 
The Canadian population contin-
ues to rise, and affordable housing 
is needed to accommodate first time 
buyers and/or buyers new to Can-
ada. Our aging population needs to 
be accommodated also. They need to 
be able to move into safe, affordable 
housing to live out their retirement 
years. By-laws need to be addressed 
in municipalities and cities across 
Canada to allow for more multi-gen-
erational living and for Homeowners 
to take their existing homes and turn 
some of their space into affordable, 
legal, safe rental space. This can be a 
mortgage helper and can keep Cana-
dians in their homes longer and help 
them deal with rising costs.

Try and remain calm and positive 
during these times and always be 
proactive, set goals, put plans in place 
and seek professional advice before 
making major financial decisions and/
or real estate decisions. When selling 
homes/properties, pricing strategies 
are very important, as well as flexi-
bility. When purchasing, it will be im-
portant to understand the motivation 
of the sale of the property to be able 
to negotiate an accepted agreement 
and complete amicable and success-
ful sales financially. Don’t be afraid 
to ask lots of questions so that you 
can make informed decisions that are 
right for you and your family.

By Alison Willsey
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APPLES
BATS
BLACK CAT
BROOMSTICK
CANDLE
CANDY
CEMETERY

COFFIN
COSTUME
DRACULA
FRIGHTENING
FULL MOON
GHOSTS
GHOULS
GOBLINS

GRAVEYARD
JACK O LANTERN
MASK
MUMMY
NIGHT
PUMPKIN
SCARECROW
SCARY

Sponsored by:

��������������������������
�������

PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU

SCREAM
SKELETON
SKULL
SPIDERS
TOMBSTONE
VAMPIRE
WEREWOLF
WITCHES
ZOMBIE

Pet of the Week
ALICE

Our Pet of the Week is Alice. She is 
affectionately known as the one-eyed 

wonder cat, and is a 16 year old calico.
She lives with her Lamond family and 

has the sweetest personality. She loves 
getting treats, cuddling on the couch 

and laying on her mom's puzzles.

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by          
emailing info@wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY —

Show Us Your Wilmot

Show Us Your Wilmot

Each week, the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette will publish interesting photos from around the 
community. The inspiration for this came from the Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook group. 
This photo, taken by Angela Woodley, shows an October sunrise. (Photo credit: Angela 
Woodley)

Each week, the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette will publish interesting photos from around the 
community. The inspiration for this came from the Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook group. 
This photo, taken by Darryl Gingerich, shows the new waterwheel on a beautiful fall day in 
New Hamburg. (Photo credit: Darryl Gingerich)

vs.
TAVISTOCK BRAVES 
VS WOODSTOCK NAVY VETS

COME OUT AND ENJOY

 JUNIOR HOCKEY ACTION!

TAVISTOCK BRAVES

JR. HOCKEY
 Friday, Oct. 27th -7:30 pm
TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT  RECREATION CENTRE
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TRAVEL —

It’s hard to anticipate what may 
await you when you arrive at The 
Hôtel-Musée Premières Nations 
in Wendake, just north of Québec 
City. First of all, it’s pretty unusu-
al to visit a destination that is 
both a hotel and a museum. It’s 
also a unique experience to have 
the choice of sleeping in one of 
the suites of a four-star boutique 
hotel, or perhaps instead, in an 
authentic First Nations long-
house tucked in under wolf pelts.

You will have the opportunity to 
learn Indigenous crafts in special 
seminars or to dine in a gourmet 
restaurant which features local-
ly-sourced dishes ranging from 
duck breast with blueberry and 
honey broth sauce to seal tataki 
to soup with bannock.

The first thing that strikes you 
on arrival is the contrast be-
tween the longhouse that stands 
longside the parking lot, and the 
unique, impressive hotel/muse-
um itself. The pairing is a per-
fect symbol of the Hôtel-Musée 
Premières Nations’ commitment 
to honouring and revealing the 
past, while celebrating the lives 
and accomplishments of First 

Nations people today.

The facility, which is entirely 
First Nations-owned, the first 
(now of several) such in Cana-
da, was opened in 2008, with 55 
rooms. Only this year, a spacious 
and elegant addition brought the 
total number to 79.

From the beginning, the commit-
ment has been to welcome and 
educate guests about the Hu-
ron-Wendat First Nation. 

I met Diane Andicha Picard, an 
artist, elder and teacher, who is 
a descendant of Huron-Wendat 
Chiefs Okouandoron and Taou-
renche. For the past 10 years, she 
has been leading classes on First 
Nations craftwork in the lobby of 
the hotel beside the entrance to 
the museum.

Andrew Germain, Marketing Ad-
visor with Indigenous Tourism 
Québec, led us on a tour of the 
museum which specifically fo-
cuses on the history of the Hu-
ron-Wendat people.

I have made it my goal of late to 
take advantage of any opportu-
nity that comes up to learn more 
about the history of First Nations. 
And here was yet another won-
derful opportunity to learn about 
a history that was often much 
less than wonderful, a story that 
is told very well at this museum.

It’s also told exceptionally well 
by Andrew, himself a member 
of the Huron-Wendat Nation, a 
community about which I knew 
virtually nothing.

I learned that the Huron-Wendat 
people originally lived primarily 
in what is now the Greater To-
ronto Area but their communi-
ties were located as far north as 

Sault Ste. Marie, and along the 
Bruce Peninsula. Says Andrew, 
“We were the commerce tribe…
like the grocery store.” They were 
farmers, producing “the three 
sisters” – corn, squash and beans. 
They traded with other Indig-
enous groups as well as with 
European newcomers, including 
Jacques Cartier.

When the Europeans arrived, 
there were over 100,000 Hu-
ron-Wendat people in the GTA 
and environs. In subsequent 
years, wars involving the Euro-
pean newcomers (largely En-
glish vs. French) and pandemics 
sparked by illnesses imported 
with the Europeans reduced the 
population to a tiny fraction of its 
former size. Some Huron-Wen-
dat moved to Oklahoma where 
they became known as the Wy-
andot. Three hundred or so came 
to what is now Wendake in Qué-
bec, a tiny remnant of what was 
once a great nation.

I know this is a travel feature, 
not a history lesson, but one of 
the best things travel does is to 
enlighten us to the culture and 
heritage of people whose lives 
are different from our own, and 
one of the best places for this I 
have found in recent years is at 
Wendake.

In the museum, we saw artifacts 
from ancient history, all the way 
up to current works of art. And 
next door, we were able to visit 
an authentic reproduction of a 
longhouse where visitors who 
register for the opportunity can 
spend the night, accompanied 
by a fire keeper. The longhouse 
at Wendake could sleep 40; some 
were large enough to house 150!

The historic displays at Hô-

tel-Musée Premières Nations are 
very much worth your attention. 
And the hotel itself is a wonderful 
place to stay with large, comfort-
able rooms, eye-catching Indig-
enous art and artifacts through-
out and an amazing restaurant 
helmed by French Chef Marc de 
Passorio. In France, his restau-
rant earned two Michelin stars 
– a remarkable feat. But he was 
captured by the opportunity to 
create original dishes based in 
the local terroir and Indigenous 
culinary traditions. That has led 
to a menu like no other – unique, 
creative, and delicious. But more 
important to de Passorio is the 
opportunity to mentor Indige-
nous youth, many of whom are 
finding a path to personal suc-
cess through their work under de 
Passorio.

While we stayed at Hôtel-Musée 
Premières Nations, we travelled 
a few minutes to a unique attrac-
tion called Onhwa’ Lumina, an 
amazing sound and light show 

presented as you stroll after dark 
through a forest. The show, pro-
duced by the ground-breaking 
company, Moment Factory, pres-
ents First Nations culture in a 
multi-media, multi-acre work of 
art that captures the imagination 
and the hearts of visitors.

Suffice it to say, we loved it. The 
experience is open during all 
four seasons with a few blackout 
dates during snow thaw.

So, my fellow Canadian travel-
lers, if you are looking for a desti-
nation that combines leisure and 
luxury with education and enter-
tainment, look no further. I could 
not recommend Hôtel-Musée 
Premières Nations and Onhwa’ 
Lumina more highly.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and President of the 
Travel Media Association of Can-
ada. To contact Paul about travel, 
his books, or speaking engage-
ments, email pknowles@golden.
net.

The Hôtel-Musée Premières Nations, in Wendake, Québec.  (All photos by Paul Knowles) The Hôtel-Musée Premières Nations is not just a four-star hotel; it also features a terrific 
museum, and a replica longhouse.

Diane Andicha Picard is a Huron-Wendat artist and elder who teaches 
Indigenous crafts at the hotel.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Leisure, luxury, education and entertainment in Wendake, Québec

By Paul Knowles



25Thursday, October 26, 2023The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Ser v ing
Ont ar io

Ag r ic ul t ur e
s inc e 1966! 

Famil y o w ned  
& 

Oper at ed519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 

�����������������

Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - OCTOBER 2023

 FACE  P
A

IN T I N G  
Lo

ot Bags

 NEW HAMBURG FIRE HALL!

4THANNUAL!

 OPTIMIST CLUB OF NEW
HAMBURG

COME IN

COSTUME!!!FIRE TRUCK  

DEMOS!!

1.) 10:00-NOON:  PICK UP
YOUR FREE PUMPKIN
2.) TAKE IT HOME AND

CARVE IT
3.) COME BACK AT 6:00 PM

WITH YOUR PUMPKIN.
4.) WATCH THE MAGIC!

 PUMPKIN CARVING EVENT!

Optimist Club  of New Hamburg
 2023 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 28/ 10:00 AM-NOON: PUMPKIN PICK UPFREE PUMPKIN
!!

FREE PUMPKIN!!

October 27th

Youth Dance

Wellesley & District Lions Club 
presents a Youth Dance, the 
first dance of the 2023-2024 
school year. From 7 p.m. to 9:30 
p.m., at the Wellesley Commu-
nity Centre, doors open at 6:45 
p.m. For students in grade 5 
to grade 8. Music by DJ Brent, 
family friendly costumes wel-
come, snacks and drinks avail-
able to purchase. $5 admission.

October 28th

Tree Planting - Corner of Gin-
gerich RD & Foundry St., Baden

From 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. or 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m. Join Let’s Tree 
Wilmot to plant trees at a well 
travelled intersection in Baden. 
Help grow a forest and in-
crease Wilmot's Tree Canopy.  
No experience necessary, but 
advance registration is greatly 
appreciated. Instructions and 
refreshments will be provid-
ed. Go to letstreewilmot.ca  
for details and registration or 
eventbrite.ca/o/lets-tree-wilm-
ot-34384003923.

October 28th

Grand Ole Opry Philipsburg 
Style

The Zion Lutheran Philipsburg 

presents the Grand Ole Opry 
Philipsburg style, featuring 
Dianne Ditner and Gary Moser. 
From 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., admis-
sion is $10. With special guests: 
Minnie Pearl and the Hee Haw 
Gang. Grab your cowboy hats, 
don some western gear and 
join for the toe-tappin’ after-
noon full of country music.

October 30th

Wilmot Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting tak-
ing place at 60 Snyder’s Road 
West in Baden at 6:45 p.m. Also 
streamed on the Township of 
Wilmot YouTube page.

October 30th

Blood Drive

Taking place at the Steinmann 
Mennonite Church at 1316 
Snyder’s Road West in New 
Hamburg. Booking times are 
available on www.blood.ca from 
around 3 p.m. until around 8 
p.m.

October 31st

Wellesley Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting taking 
place at 4805 William Hastings 
Line in Crosshill at 6:45 p.m. 
Also streamed on the Township 
of Wellesley YouTube page.

November 1st

East Zorra Tavistock Council 
Meeting

In-person council meeting tak-
ing place at 7 p.m. at 695566 
17th Line in Innerkip.

November 3rd, 4th, 10th & 11th

Plattsville Comedy Dinner 
Theatre at 6 p.m.

Peace Players in Plattsville 
(United Church) present “1, 2, 
3 and Flush” a comedy dinner 
theatre. Tickets are $40, con-
tact Shelley at 519-572-3168 or 
saj@execulink.com.

November 4th and 5th

Wen-Do Women’s Self Defence 
Class

Introductory Course with Les-
lie Allin. Taking place on both 
days from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Cost is $50 per family. Sub-
sidies available. Lunch and 
snacks included. To register, or 
for more information, contact 
Erin at fvpp@wilmotfamilyre-
sourcecentre.ca or call 519-
662-2731.

November 5th

Wilmot Ecunemical Working 
Group on Indigenous/Settler 
Relationships

Taking place from 3 p.m. to 4 
p.m. at Steinmann Mennonite 
Church, Baden for a conversa-
tion about Traditional Indig-
enous Tobacco led by Ashley 
Hynd. All are welcome but 
space is limited so please re-
spond to ecumenicalworking-
group@gmail.com if you would 
like to register.

November 13th

Volunteer Led Ecological Res-
toration

Taking place at the Wilmot 
Recreation Complex from 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Let’s Tree Wilmot 
celebrates its accomplishments 
and volunteers. Volunteer 
Led Ecological Restoration by 
speaker Mike Schwarz, a Trees 
for Woolwich volunteer, found-
er of Earthscape and conser-
vation award winner. Woolwich 
Township has The Habitats 
or Elmira Nature Reserve (67 
acres) with 5 ecosystems. An 
amazing project. Free meeting, 
refreshments, and celebration. 
letstreewilmot.ca.

November 14th

Ladies Night Shopping Event

Taking place in downtown New 
Hamburg from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.

November 15th

Mental Health Breakfast

Taking place at Puddicombe 
House Restaurant at 45 Peel 
Street from 7:30 a.m. to 10 
a.m., with breakfast served at 8 
a.m. Come join for a delicious 
breakfast and intentional con-
versation about mental health, 
relationships, human resiliency 
and the strength of community. 
$35 per ticket. Hosted by Wilm-
ot Family Resource Centre and 
Interfaith Counselling Centre.

November 17th

Men’s Rib & Tail Stag

Sponsored by the Optimist 
Club of Shakespeare at the 
Shakespeare Community 
Centre. Catered by Kennedy’s. 
Takeout 6 p.m., dinner from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Tickets 
are $30 including door prizes. 
Refreshments and games of 
chance. For tickets call Murray 
at 519-276-1039 or Gary at 
519-272-9140.

November 18th

Gospel Music Concert

The Jantzi’s from St. Catharines 
will be singing at Shantz Men-
nonite Church, Erb’s Road in 
Baden, at 7 p.m. $10 donation 
at the door.
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Remember that time when Amazon 
sponsored your church fundraiser?

Remember when Facebook bought a case of 
Girl Guide cookies to support your daughter?

Remember when Google provided free pizza 
to your child’s soccer team when they won the 
championship?

Neither do we!
Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.

They need our support, now more than ever.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

Weekly Quiz Answers
1) Ireland and 
Britain

2) Trick or Treat!

3) 1692-1693

4) Michael Myers

5) Scorpio

6) Sunlight, 
crucifixes, garlic

7) Jack-o’-lantern

8) 1983

9) A coven

10) Ghostbusters!

Gala, Spartan, Tolman Sweets, Idared, Empire, Cortland, 
McIntosh, Honeycrisp, Northern Spy, Red and Golden 

Delicious, Mutsu, Russet and Ambrosia. 
Apple products, Fresh local produce, Honey, 

Jams and pickles, Squash and Pumpkins
New Local Products:

Kintore Coffee and Deep Purple Lavender.

Call 519-462-2259 or 519-462-2947
596633 County Rd 59, 3 miles south of Tavistock

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 
GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE

CLASSIFIED ADS

Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and preserved 
throughout the world now and forever. Oh Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude worker of mira-
cles, pray for us; St. Jude helper of the hopeless, pray 
for us. Say this prayer nine times a day, by the eighth 
day this prayer will be answered. It has never been 
known to fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

Wanted
A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes. 
Phone 519-284-3774

Wanted
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, 
Blues, Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. 
Selectively buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and 
Stereo Equipment. For more information: DIAMOND 
DOGS MUSIC 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 226-972-5750

Wanted
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles.
Coca  Cola Pepsi any pop company
Brewery items Kuntz ,Huether Labatts etc
Old radios and gramophones
Wristwatches and pocket watches
Old fruit jars Beaver Star Bee Hive etc
Any old oil  cans and signs Red Indian Supertest etc
Any small furniture.
If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please 
contact me - 519-570-6920.

CALLING ALL COLLEGE GRADS
CLEANFIX NORTH AMERICA INC. located in STRATFORD ON 
is looking for a suitable MANUFACTURING & APPLICATION 
ENGINEERING TECH who has the primary responsibility of 
application designing our reversible engine cooling fan into a 
diverse range of equipment, machines and trucks. 
Responsibilities

• Strong mechanical, technical and electrical aptitude is a 
must for this position as well as technical problem solving 
capabilities
• Ability to multi-task; strong time management, 
organizational skills and self-motivated with a strong, 
independent work ethic
• Diagnose mechanical problems, provide quick & innovative 
solutions for mechanical equipment breakdowns by applying 
proven skills in the principles of mechanics, fitting, plumbing, 
basic welding, metal fabrication, machining, troubleshooting, 
and analytical problem solving
• Must pay attention to details with a customer service 
attitude
• Perform assessment of Cleanfix Reversible Fan installations 
sometimes to be performed at customers places
• Provide solution to routine or unique installation problems

Requirements/Qualifications 
• A track record of proven application design, and technical 
depth
• Strong focus on meeting customer commitment dates and 
achieving the highest quality standards
• Proactive in response to problems as well as in the initiation 
of corrective actions
• The ability to measure and improve performance in an 
engineering and design and process environment
• Training and experience in lean manufacturing is an asset
• Capability in Solid Works design program
• Capability in MS Word, Project, Outlook and Excel 
• The ability to create and maintain a team environment 
focused on continuous improvement 
Willingness to be a long term contributor and strong team 
member of a stable and growing organization
• Possess strong oral and written communication skills and 
interpersonal skills
• Must pay attention to details with a customer service 
attitude

To Apply
Interested applicants are requested to apply by sending 
their resume with their salary requirements by e-mail to 
i.kleinsasser@cleanfix.org 

First Baptist Church 
in St. Marys

seeks pianist for a baby-grand piano
3 hrs/week: Sunday service plus a rehearsal, 
with up to three additional services per year.

We are VERY flexible so the position could be 
shared in multiple ways: a “snowbird” might 

take the role spring through autumn, two people 
might each take two Sundays a month, etc.

For details contact 
pastor@firrstbaptiststmarys.ca 

or 519-284-1758

Upcoming Event 
Monkton Autumn Celebrations Saturday, October 28 
10AM to 3PM Artisans - Vendors - Food, Elma Logan 
Recreation Complex 200 Nelson Street, Monkton. 
*Generous donations for the Monkton Food Bank 
at Redeemer Lutheran Church would be greatly 
appreciated!

Legal Notice 
TAKE NOTICE THAT: any One with a prior, equal, 
or superior right, interest, CONDUCT, treaty or 
Convention in/to/for/of the NAME and proper-
ty of: TEUTA TARELLI and/or TARELLI, TEUTA 
Estate, or: TEUTA GRIMCI and/or GRIMCI, TEUTA 
Estate, in any style or variation thereof capable to con-
fuse, suspend or clog said NAME, Title and/or Estate 
is hereby WARRANTED to present their said claim 
to Witness: Blerina, Krasnica. c/o: 69 Leacrest Road, 
East York, ON M4G1E5 before expiration of twen-
ty-eight (28) days of this first publishing of this Notice.
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Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios 
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION

CONTRACTORS

EXCAVATING

PLUMBING

CABINETRY

LEGAL TRAVEL

CHIROPRACTIC
MASSAGE

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

CONTRACTORSAUTOMOTIVE

TECHNICAL

ASSISTANCE

STORAGE

BENDER CONTRACTING
PROJECT MANAGEMENT

DESIGN BUILD

AGRICULTURAL COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIALAGRICULTURAL COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

DARYL BENDERDARYL BENDER 519-897-0658519-897-0658

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

 Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

E&L
CSN - E&L
111 Arnold St.
New Hamburg, On.
N3A 2C6
www.likenew.ca

Murray Erb
Manager
T: 519-662-1892
F: 519-662-1895
Toll Free: 1-877-894-9773
E: merb@likenew.ca

24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

  JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford 
519-273-4404

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 
• Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
• Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology
Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,  
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874

www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca

39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

272 Snyder’s Road, Baden
matt@badenauto.ca

Full Service 
Maintenance & 
Repair on All 

Makes & Models

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Cell: 519-272-7676 
Res: 519-655-2548

Office: 519-273-2821

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.remaxabrealty.ca

Independently 
Owned & Operated

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr                   Cell: 519-801-1743

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

For all your 
masonry 

needs!

Cell: 519-274-3690
Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Looking for workers
  – willing to train!

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1 2022-11-10   11:13 AM2022-11-10   11:13 AM

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com Brian Wilhelm, Broker

Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

New Single 
Family Homes

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

HEATING/COOLING

DENTIST

ELECTRICAL

COMPUTERS

Specializing in Agricultural, Solar, 
Automation Control and EV Charging

163 Hope St. W.
P.O. Box 495
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
Local: 519-655-6802

 Email:info@crescentridge.ca

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/

ESA Lic.
10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

Offering I.V. Sedation, 
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth 
Replacement and Root Canal 

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., 
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca 

tavistockdental.ca

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator

dwoelfle@rogers.com
Installation, Sales & Service, 

Residential, Commercial

• Furnaces • Air Conditioners 
• Fireplaces

• Gas Piping • Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & 
COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051
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WINDOW CLEANING

M A C K E R
M E C H A N I C A L

BRAD MACDONALD

Installation & Service • Oil Gas Furnaces • Boilers
Water Heaters • Air Handlers • Air Conditioners • Hydronics

P: 519-591-3871    
email: mackermechanical@gmail.com  •  New Hamburg

JOB PROOF
From the desk of:  Tiffany

DOCKET #: 94321

JOB NAME: Macker Mechanical  •  Business Card  •  3.5 x 2  •  Qty 500 cards 

* Pink line represents the finished size and will not print.  For visual reference only.

BRAD MACDONALDBRAD MACDONALD

• Installation & Service 
• Oil Gas Furnaces • Boilers 

• Water Heaters • Air Handlers 
• Air Conditioners • Hydronics

519-591-3871 |  New Hamburg
mackermechanical@gmail.com
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500
Order online today!


