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Saturday, October 28 is shaping up to be scary good 
in St. Marys as our community celebrates Hallow-
een with activities for all ages!

The fun begins at 8:00 a.m. at the St. Marys Farm-
ers’ Market located at the north end of Milt Dun-
nell Field. Stop by the red pick-up truck for a photo 
opportunity with family or in your Halloween cos-
tume! The market will be collecting donations for 
the St. Marys’ Salvation Army Food Bank.

The St. Marys Museum is hosting two Cemetery 
Walking Tours at the St. Marys Cemetery at 10:00 
a.m. and 12:00 p.m. Attendees can expect a brief 
history of St. Marys cemeteries, a walk through 
the cemetery highlighting unique and significant 
graves, and a tutorial on how to research your own 
ancestors using cemetery resources. The cost of the 
tour is $10 per person; pre-registration is required 
by contacting the museum at 519-284-3556.

Four-legged friends are invited to take part in the 
Howl-O-Ween Pet Parade and Costume Contest. 
Those wishing to participate are asked to review 
the guidelines online and arrive outside Town Hall 
at 10:30 a.m. Participants and pets will walk down 
the sidewalk to Water Street and back up to Town 
Hall for treat bags and pet costume prizes, spon-
sored by Pet Valu St. Marys. There will also be a 
professional photo opportunity for pets, sponsored 
by Kristine Tanner, Peak Select Realty Inc. Broker-
age.

Dress up the whole family and trick-or-treat at 

By Stewart Grant

At their October 10th meeting, St. 
Marys Town Council reviewed recom-
mendations that arose from the recent 
Community Policing Advisory Com-
mittee meeting regarding the safety 
concerns at the Jones Street East and 
Church Street South intersection. On 
average, this intersection incurs an ac-
cident about once every three months.

Jed Kelly, Director of Public Works, 
presented a formal report to council 
on the subject, and led off by acknowl-
edging St. Marys’ unique geographical 
and heritage characteristics that don’t 
allow for cookie-cutter solutions.

“One of the issues we have in St. Marys 
is, a lot of our traffic patterns, the 
speed, the (lower) volume, they don’t 
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From left, Marcus Horenberg, Lincoln Richards, Bram de Wit, and Natalie de Wit pose 
with a few of the pumpkins that were for sale at Saturday's fundraiser. If you wish to 
still donate to the family, the Go Fund Me account can be reached at www.gofundme.
com under Support for Lincoln. See full story on pg 7.  (Contributed photo)
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Call us for details 519.284.1340

Black’s Financial Services
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For more products and 
Financial Advice call us today!
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Saturday Oct. 21
Oktoberfest Tourney
18 holes, cart & dinner
(Oktoberfest dinner)
$60 per person
(weather permitting)

Gift Cards available 
for golf & tubing!

www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

Call us for inquiries at 

519.225.2329

Candy, costumes, and much more 
in store to mark Halloween on 
October 28

2019 RAM 1500 SLT CREW CAB 4X4 HEMI
2019 Ram 1500 SLT Crew Cab 4x4 Hemi

Includes tow pkg. including tow mirrors, brake controller, 
hitch, anti-spin differential, remote start, luxury and 

protection pkg., rear sensors, alum. wheels, bluetooth, 
backup camera, deep tinted glass, spray in liner, power 

sliding rear window, air, hemi v8, 8 sp. auto & more.

Certified, hst & licensing extra$33,995
AllRoads.ca | 519-284-3308
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Community comes together 
to help Richards family

Council moves to address 
controlling factors of Jones/
Church accidents

Halloween fun in 
Spooktacular St. 
Marys!
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downtown businesses! Show off your 
costumes to merchants who will be 
handing out candy from 11:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. Look for the Halloween 
decal in the window of participating 
downtown businesses.

Those who prefer to laugh through 
spooky season can get their tickets to 

St. Marys Community Players’ mati-
nee performance of ‘Opening Night’, 
a comedy by Norm Foster. The 2:00 
p.m. show takes place at the Town 
Hall Auditorium.

For more information on Spooktac-
ular St. Marys, visit www.discoverst-
marys.ca/halloween and follow the 
Town of St. Marys’ Facebook and Ins-
tagram accounts for updates.

Halloween fun in 
Spooktacular St. Marys!

On Saturday, November 4 from 9:00 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m., the St. Marys Le-
gion and Army and Navy will host 
Veterans’ Decoration Day at the St. 
Marys Cemetery (150 Cain St.)., Loved 
ones of veterans interred at St. Marys 
Cemetery are invited to receive com-
plimentary flags to place at veterans' 
graves. Flags can be picked up at the 

cemetery chapel on November 4.

On Sunday, November 5, the Royal 
Canadian Legion will hold a ceremo-
ny and parade. The parade will march 
from the St. Marys Legion to the Town 
Hall cenotaph at 12:30 p.m.; a service 
of remembrance will follow. Church 
St. will be closed between Station St. 
and Queen St.from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. 

Queen St. will also be closed between 
Peel St. and Church St. at this time.

Finally, Mayor Strathdee will lead a 
Remembrance Day ceremony at the 
Town Hall cenotaph on Saturday, No-
vember 11 at 10:45 a.m. Queen St. 
will be closed between Peel St. and 
Church St. from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
for the event.

The November 11 service will be 
streamed live on the Town of St. 
Marys Facebook page for those un-
able to attend in person. The stream 
will start shortly before 10:45 a.m. 
and can be viewed at www.facebook.
com/stmarysontario. A Facebook ac-
count is not required to view the live 
stream.

Veterans to be recognized at three events for 
Remembrance Week
St. Marys will mark Remembrance Week 2023 with three events

When social 
media blocks your 
access to the 
news, turn to your 
local newspaper.
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1 Gig of Fibre
All the Devices
In Your Home+

A fast, reliable connection
on every single device

Speeds up to

*Where technology permits.

TELECOM DONE RIGHT SINCE 1924

Fibre internet from 
Quadro 

Communications 
connects every 
device in your 

home (even during 
peak hours, like 

homework time!) 
without 

slowdowns.
MAKE THE SWITCH TODAY

1-800-265-4983
QUADRO.NET

*

There was a Presbyterian congrega-
tion in St. Marys in 1848, meeting in 
homes before a church was built. That 
was before Canadian confederation. 

There have been a lot of twists and 
turns along the way for what was 
originally First Presbyterian Church. 
There was a split in 1878, resulting 
in Knox Presbyterian being created 
on Church Street across from the An-
glican and United churches. In 1953, 
they reunited as St. Marys Presbyte-
rian Church.

Here we are now, 175 years later 
adapting to life in the 21st century. 
Like many churches, we have had to 
wriggle in the past few years during 
COVID. Who would have thought that 
we would be broadcasting our ser-
vices live on the Internet?

And everything has brought us to this 
very special weekend, 175 years in 
the making. We hope to celebrate with 
church members, family and friends 
as we mark this momentous milestone 
and move forward.

The anniversary sermon, The Joy of 
God’s Grace,  will be delivered by the 
Rev. Dr. Rick Horst, the church’s min-
ister from 1987 to 2004. After Rick 
left, he became the minister of St. An-

drew’s Presbyterian Church in Barrie. 
He was elected moderator of the Pres-
byterian Church in Canada in 2011. 
He retired, after almost 15 years at 
St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, in 

2019, and is now an itinerant minister, 
filling in when needed.

About this weekend in to St. Marys, 
Rick says, “I am genuinely excited to 

be returning to St. Marys Presbyterian 
Church after these many years. I have 
the fondest, life-long memories of the 
congregation, of ‘the town worth liv-
ing in,’ and of the numerous volunteer 
associations (Hospital Board, Baseball 
Hall of Fame, Slo-pitch, Legion Padre, 
Ministerial Association, etc.) which 
enriched my seventeen years there. It 
was truly a gift to serve such an ex-
cellent community, and I’m very much 
looking forward to seeing old friends 
and new faces at worship on Sunday 
as we celebrate 175 remarkable years 
of God’s grace!”

The Rev. Dr. Rick Horst won’t be the 
only minister in attendance. Recent-
ly retired, Rev. Gwen Ament, serving 
from 2010 to 2023, will be with us as 
we dedicate the new electronic sign as 
part of our 175 years of Presbyterian 
faith in ‘the town worth living in’ and 
our commitment to moving forward 
with the times. It will be an opportu-
nity for those in attendance to catch 
up on what these ministers are doing.

The service promises to be a memo-
ry of the past with a look towards the 
future. Why not plan on attending this 
momentous milestone of one of the 
active churches in our community?

St. Marys Presbyterian 175th anniversary service
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The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

Always be thankful 
for the little things.... 

even the smallest 
mountains can hide 

the most breathtaking 
views.

A grateful heart 
attracts more joy, love 

and prosperity.

We should count our 
blessings but we 

should also make our 
blessings count.

The secret of 
happiness is freedom, 
the secret to freedom 

is courage.
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Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Leaf fans are 

expecting a Stanley 

Cup after 2 wins
Don't forget to buy 

your Halloween candy 

early so you have time 

to buy more after you 

eat it all.

Quote of the Week

“At times when it’s looking dire, the game’s kind of slipping away, you 
need that … For Auston to come through and have a start like that, 
that’s good for him and really good for us.”

- Toronto Maple Leafs Coach Sheldon Keefe on Auston Matthews 
getting a hat trick and being the fastest Leaf to make it to 300 
goals in the home opener against the Canadiens.

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have 5 Bravos this week

1) To Snapping Turtle Coffee and the 
Flower Shop for continuing to host the 
bike rack for patrons downtown to use 
(in addition to the coffee discount).

2) To all those choosing to help our 
Ukrainian friends who we read about 
each week in the newspaper. Thanks 
from all of us.

3) A bravo to the St. Marys Legion for 
the work they have done at the front of 
their building.  It helps to make traffic 
more visible to drivers at that corner.

4) Bravo (but mostly, thank you!) to 
the neighbours who greeted us with 
housewarming gifts over the last cou-
ple of months. Not only did your ges-
tures welcome us to the neighbour-
hood, they also highlighted the won-
derful produce, floral shops and art-
work St. Marys has to offer. 

5) A big bravo to the hard-working 
team at St. Marys Landscaping. Those 
guys really go above and beyond!

We have 3 Boos this week 

1) To the other commercial stores who 
could easily place one central bike 
rack for their shoppers to also use.

2) To the residents who choose to 
dump yard waste into our river. It has 
a negative impact. We have curbside 
pick-up and a free, yard waste depot 
to use so there is no excuse. The river 
has enough challenges without adding 
stuff to decompose and reduce oxygen 
for our fish and wildlife. Think about 
the damage you cause and don’t dump!

3) A boo to the individuals who con-
tinue to destroy the beautiful flowers 
downtown. On more than one occasion 
I have seen people ripping flowers out 
of businesses’ flower boxes and the 
downtown pots. These flowers and 
plants are for everyone’s enjoyment, 
and it is our responsibility to respect 
and care for them. Let’s hope that this 
behavior does not continue so we can 
work towards creating a more vibrant 
and welcoming community.

For our readers who enjoy reading 
through the flyers, please take note 
that this week marks the first week 
in which M&M Food Market Ltd. will 
have their weekly flyer inserted in our 
newspaper.

This Canadian company dates back 
to 1980 when it operated under M&M 

Meat Shops brand. It became M&M 
Food Market in 2016 to reflect a broad-
ening of food selection beyond frozen 
meats to include frozen produce and a 
variety of new healthy selections.  

The nearest location of M&M Food 
Market is 852 Ontario Street in Strat-
ford.

Introducing the M&M 
Food Market flyer
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REALLYGREATSITE.COM

BADMINTON 

townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

STONETOWNSTONETOWN  
CRIERCRIER The latest municipal news

from the Town of St. Marys

Contact us
519-284-2340 
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca

SHOWER PROGRAM

This program provides free showers to
those in need.  Showers are private,
secure and accessible for individuals of
all abilities.

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

Thursdays, 9 AM - 1 PM | Pyramid Centre

ST. MARYS MUSEUM FALL
SEMINAR SERIES

museum@town.stmarys.on.ca or 519-284-3556

ST. JOHN AMBULANCE HOME
ALONE COURSE

POOL RENTALS

townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

Adults (14+) can join badminton at St.
Marys D.C.V.I on Wednesday evenings

starting September 13 from 7 to 9 PM. A
one-time membership fee of only $20 is

required to join.

townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

October 21, 9 AM - 3 PM | Pyramid Centre

This course is designed to equip kids
with the skills and confidence they need
to be on their own.

Historical facts and superstitions
around death (Oct. 19 at 7 PM)

Stories of local Amish families in
the community (Nov. 16 at 7 PM)

Have an upcoming birthday? Make a
splash and rent the Aquatics Centre pool

for your next event!

Pyramid Recreation Centre

│  www.hpha.ca        

The Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance (HPHA) Board of 
Directors has unanimously agreed to start the process 

to amalgamate the four hospital corporations of the 
HPHA - Clinton Public Hospital, St. Marys Memorial 

Hospital, Seaforth Community Hospital and Stratford 
General Hospital. 

Community members are invited to attend a virtual    
Information Session to learn more about the                         

amalgamation and provide feedback. Sessions will take 
place via Zoom. Two session options are available: 

October 23, 2023 at 12 p.m.  
October 25, 2023 at 7 p.m.  

 

RSVP to Sue Davey,                      
Executive Assistant at                  
519-272-8205 or                           
susan.davey@hpha.ca to            
receive the Zoom link in advance  
of your chosen session.   

 Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance             
Amalgamation                          

Information Sessions 

www.stonetowntravel.com

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL Where in the world Where in the world 

would you like to go?would you like to go?  

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel 

consultants today!consultants today!
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1)What is the 
main ingredient in 
toothpaste?

2)Who was the Prime 
Minister of Canada 
during WW1?

3)What year was the 
first Tim Horton’s 
established?

4)Which scientist developed the theory of 
relativity?

5)How long can an olive tree live for?

6)What is the capital of Russia?

7)In the show Family Guy, what is Peter’s last 
name?

8)Who was the first band to play at the Las Vegas 
Sphere?

9)Who painted the famous artwork "The 
Scream"?

10)Who played Brent Leroy in the sitcom Corner 
Gas?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our Senior of the Week is Gord 
Shaughnessy who will celebrate his 73rd 
birthday on October 23.  He and his wife 

Sherry have been married for 50 years (June 
30) and have lived in St. Marys for the last 
48 years.  Gord was previously the office 
manager at Hutton Transport.  Gord and 

Sherry have 2 children and 3 grandchildren.  
Gord's message to all is "Keep Smiling".

10% off all McCully’s Chutneys

Store Hours for October

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Open Daily:  10  – 5  |  Saturday:  9 – 5

We have local beans, carrots, potatoes and hot house 
peppers, tomatoes and cucumbers. 

We have local raspberries and strawberries.
McCully’s now carries locally produced, four wood 

blend BBQ smoker pellets.
Local Ontario Apples now available at McCully’s

Harvest Festival will run weekends (weather permit-
ting) beginning Saturday, October 7th to Sunday, 

October 29th. 
Hours are 10 – 3.  Price is $7.5/person or $6.25/person 

for a family of 4 or more. Two & under are free.

McCully’s Annual Harvest Festival

All Wheels Park donation of the week

Special thank you to the St. Marys Kinette Club for their donation to the Rotary All Wheels Park which is rapidly 
taking shape on James Street.  The community support has been amazing. Please visit our website where all 
donations are listed.  www.townofstmarys.com/allwheelspark. Pictured, from left, Club Director Sherri Barber 
and Club President Terri Iredale.  (Contributed photo)
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By Wendy Lamond

Despite the rain and wind on Sat-
urday, our community once again 
showed its strong support to a family 
in their time of need.  A bake sale and 
pumpkin sale by donation raised over 
$8000 to help Young Seo and Lincoln 
with their financial burden while 
Young fights cancer.  There were tons 
of goodies to purchase and pumpkins 
available to buy.

A big thank you to Barista's, Green 
Haven Bakery and Wellington Street 

Bakery for your donations and to ev-
eryone that donated. Thank you so 
much!

"Your love and support of encourage-
ment and positivity gave me the hope 
and strength I needed to keep going. 
Your selflessness and compassion 
made such a difference in my life, 
and I will never forget the kindness 
you showed Lincoln and me. May God 
bless you all"  Young Seo commented 
on social media for the support that 
was shown. 

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 
MON-FRI 9AM-8PM
SAT9-6  SUN10-5
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Community Support for 
Young and Lincoln

Pictured, from left, Megan Horenberg, Carly de Wit, Brooke Horenberg, Aubrey 
Horenberg and Natalie de Wit  (Wendy Lamond photo)

Ffion Low stands with a small portion of what was donated for treats. (Wendy 
Lamond photo)
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COMMUNITY —
Council moves to address controlling factors of 
Jones/Church accidents

At the southwest corner of Jones Street East and Church Street South, this mature tree will be removed and the existing hedge will be trimmed so to improve visibility 
for drivers going eastbound on Jones. The three closest parking spaces to the intersection will also be removed. (Stewart Grant photo)

meet the provincial marks. There’s 
never going to be a smoking gun that 
says, “Thou shalt do this’. Effectively 
what we need is a ‘made in St. Marys’ 
solution for St. Marys problems.”

Kelly’s report recalled that in 2021, 
Town Council had directed town staff 
to prepare a Road Safety Network 
Plan so that a framework could be es-
tablished to review the safety of each 
intersection against established stan-
dards and service levels. Within this 
framework, there are a myriad of fac-
tors to consider.

Specific to Church and Jones, Kelly’s 
report said, “The Church Street South 
and Jones Street East intersection is 
an example of challenging road de-
sign. The intersection was recon-
structed in the late 1990’s, however, no 
real changes were made to improve 
visibility due to the existing struc-
tures, mature trees, and the elevations 
– thus, from a design perspective, the 
intersection exists as a nonconforming 

intersection. Ultimately, due to these 
constraints it is not feasible to create 
the ideal intersection layout at this lo-
cation without extreme measures.”

A number of recommendations were 
presented to Council, including chang-
ing the eastbound sign on Jones Street 
from a yield to a stop sign.

Kelly noted that upgrading a yield 
sign to a stop sign is a low-cost change 
because there is existing traffic con-
trol there.

“When we start looking at things like 
one-way streets, new stop sign con-
trols… things that are going to change 
the traffic pattern, we’re going to have 
to send that out for third-party engi-
neering review.” This can greatly es-
calate costs, something that isn’t de-
sired in this situation. Although the 
accidents at Jones and Church are un-
welcome, the accidents are generally 
“fender-benders” and are not occur-
ring at significant, life-endangering 
rates of speed.

The Council discussion then moved to 

the topic of “sight triangles”, and the 
question of where the line should be 
drawn in terms of improving visibility 
– in terms of mature trees, a residen-
tial hedge at the southwest corner of 
the intersection, and nearby parking 
spaces.

Councillor Jim Craigmile added a per-
spective that is probably on the mind 
of many. “No matter what you do, 
you’re never going to fix a bad driver 
or a speeder or what the root cause of 
some of these accidents may be.”

Infrastructure Services Manager Jeff 
Wolfe, who worked closely with Jed 
Kelly on the traffic review, explained 
the overall rationale. “To Councillor 
Craigmile’s point, any accident has 
many contributing factors, and what 
we’re trying to do is to limit the num-
ber of contributing factors that we 
have control over. We can’t control 
somebody having a bad day, we can’t 
control nature… but what we’re look-
ing to do is, within our means, control 
as many things as we can.”

After much thoughtful discussion, 
Council ultimately approved the rec-
ommendation of the Community Po-
licing Advisory Committee and direct-
ed staff to implement the following 
options at the Church Street South 
and Jones Street East intersection:

- Advanced warning signage (hidden 
intersection signage)

- Remove Church Street on-street 
parking spaces in proximity to inter-
section

- Remove trees in proximity of inter-
section in accordance with the Day-
light or Sight Triangle Requirements 
of the Zoning By-law

- Remove hedges and vegetation in 
accordance with the Daylight or Sight 
Triangle Requirements of the Zoning 
By-law

- Convert Jones Street eastbound from 
a yield condition to a stop condition

The above changes are expected to be 
implemented later this year.

Continued from page 1

 Ph: 519-284-1302 | info@harrisgreigauto.com  
Hours: M-Th 8-5:30, Fri 8-5  |  402 Queen Street W., St. Marys, ON

 Full automotive repair services
 Diagnostics       Alignments 
 Safeties       Tire Sales 
 Honest and Friendly Service

Please book ahead for your winter 
tire installation
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This Saturday, October 21st, 3-time 
Juno Award nominated recording 
artist Emm Gryner will perform an 
evening concert at the historic, new-
ly-renovated Riverwalk Commons in 
downtown St. Marys, Ontario.

Emm Gryner, who has called St Marys 
home for almost twenty years, made 
waves this year when rock band Def 
Leppard took her “stripped down” 
version of their biggest hit, “Pour 
Some Sugar On Me” and re-recorded 
it for their classical crossover album,. 
“Drastic Symphonies”. The album was 
recorded with the Royal Philharmon-
ic Orchestra at Abbey Road Studios in 
London and features Gryner in lead 
vocal duties alongside Joe Elliott.  The 
album has shot to No. 1 on the Classi-
cal Crossover charts.

Gryner also made international head-
lines in 2013 when she collaborated 
with Chris Hadfield on a version of 
“Space Oddity” recorded partially 
aboard the International Space Sta-
tion and partially at her home in St 
Marys. The collaboration has received 

over 200 million views on YouTube.

Gryner - who also wrote a best-sell-
ing book called “The Healing Power 
of Singer” - describes her music as 
“emotional piano-based pop” but this 
year, her tastes detoured into her in-
fluences from the 1970’s and 1980’s 
such as Steely Dan, Fleetwood Mac 
and The Doobie Brothers. The album, 
entitled Business & Pleasure can be 
defined as “New Yacht Rock”, and fea-
tures Nashville musicians who have 
performed with acts such as Toto, Mi-
chael McDonald, Hall & Oates, Taylor 
Swift and Dolly Parton among others.

The concert at Riverwalk Commons 
features veteran guitar virtuoso Iain 
McNally who is best known for being 
Amanda Marshall’s touring guitarist 
in the 90’s. The event starts at 7pm 
with doors opening at 6pm.

Tickets can be obtained online at: 
www.eventbrite.ca or at the door. 
Riverwalk Commons, 84 Water St S., 
St Marys, Ontario. The venue is com-
pletely accessible

Hometown Pop Queen Emm Gryner Performs at 
Historic Venue this Saturday

Ensure, Glucerna
Nutritional Drinks, Select Types, 6pk
While Supplies Last, No Rainchecks

ASA  Low Dose Tablets
81mg, 120s

SALE STARTS THURSDAY! OFFERS VALID OCT. 19 - 25, 2023

8 99
12 99

12 99 Voltaren 
Back & Muscle Pain, Extra 
Strength Emulgel, 100g,120g

155 QUEEN STREET EAST, ST. MARYS ON | PHONE: 519 284 1380

St. Marys Town Hall TheatreSt. Marys Town Hall Theatre



St. Marys Independent 10 Thursday, October 19, 2023

COMMUNITY —

Visit us at Stratford Kia

Sales, Service and Parts

2024 Kia Soul2023 Kia Sorento

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2023 EV6

New inventory 
landing daily reserve 

yours today!

St. Marys Fire Department open house held last 
Saturday

To mark Fire Prevention Week from October 8 to 14, the  St. Marys Fire Department opened their doors to the public on Saturday, October 14 from 10 am to 4 pm.  Vis-
itors enjoyed station tours, fire truck and equipment demonstrations, a new inflatable fire safety house and fire prevention displays. Pictured right - brothers (front to 
back) Kayson, Logan and Lukas Strahan took the opportunity to try out the inflatable boat. (Nancy Bickell photos)

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/ST-MARYS-INDEPENDENT
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In Memory of Dr. Peter Johnston

On Saturday, October 7th Dr. Peter Sean Johnston’s family gathered together to donate a lovely plaque in memory of Dr. Johnston. He started working in 1979 at the St. 
Marys Medical Clinic when he first moved to St. Marys. Then Dr. Johnston and his colleagues helped establish the Happy Valley Health Clinic addressing the health and 
wellness needs of the community. Pictured, from left, Justine Johnston, Dan Leslie, Graeme Johnston, Karen Johnston, Ian Johnston, Luc Johnston, Katie Johnston, 
Meghan Johnston holding Simone, Megan Johnston, and the children in the front row - Jaynie Johnston, Daphne Johnston & Lily Johnston.  (Nancy Bickell photos)
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Lindsay Pickering
519-276-9959

www.lindsaypickering.ca
lindsaypickering22@gmail.com

The Independent Sports is brought to you by

By Spencer Seymour

A strong performance by the St. Marys Lincolns last 
Wednesday went unrewarded in LaSalle but they 
got back in the win column 48 hours later over the 
visiting Chatham Maroons.

The shots on goal against the Vipers were 42-34 in 
favour of the Lincolns, reflecting that, for the most 
part, St. Marys outplayed LaSalle in the game. How-
ever, according to Head Coach Jeff Bradley, errors at 
critical moments cost them the two points.

“I thought we played really well and we forced La-
Salle to chase the game quite a bit,” Bradley told the 
Independent. “Unfortunately, we got a bit unlucky 
on their first goal and then we basically gave them 
three goals. It was a case of us finding a way to lose 
and we need to start finding ways to win.”

A back-and-forth first period remained scoreless 
until the 13:27 mark when Chase MacQueen-Spen-
ce snapped a three-game goal drought with an un-
assisted tally. The Lambeth native then scored at 
almost the exact same point of the second frame to 
make it 2-0 with assists going to Marcus Dashevsky 
and Adam Barkley.

Just 27 seconds later, the lead was cut back to one 
after a strange bounce off the end boards was 
pounced on by Andrew Kotevski. Before the end of 
the second, an offensive zone faceoff win by the Vi-
pers was sent to the point with blueliner Ryan Clark 
firing a shot by Colby Booth-Housego. The rookie 
netminder finished the game with 30 saves.

In the third, another shot from the blueline got 
through a maze of bodies and sailed into the net, 
giving the Vipers their first lead of the night. Just 
under four minutes later, one of the team’s biggest 
goal slumps was finally snapped with Noah Van-
denBrink jamming his first of the year. The game 
remained tied until the 18-minute mark when Con-
nor Tucker got to the front of the Lincs’ net to one-
time the eventual game-winner into the St. Marys 
net.

Despite the undesired result, Coach Bradley had 
high praise for three members of the Lincolns’ top 
six.

“I thought Marcus [Dashevsky] was outstanding 
for us. For me, that was his best game as a Lincoln 
so far. It was nice to see Chase [MacQueen-Spen-
ce] get a couple of goals and Noah [VandenBrink] 
get his first of the year, which he really needed and 
you could tell took some weight off his shoulders 
from the way he celebrated. He’s been playing well 
and getting around five shots every game so finally 
getting one will hopefully propel him forward this 
year.”

Lincs grit out win over feisty Maroons

Two days later, the Lincs hosted the Maroons at the 
PRC and were successful in avoiding four losses in 
five games.

The scoring was again opened by MacQueen-Spen-
ce who capitalized on a fortuitous bounce to get a 
partial break and give St. Marys the 1-0 lead just 
two minutes and 12 seconds in. Dashevsky earned 
an assist as did Ryder Livermore

Just under six-and-a-half minutes later, Vanden-
Brink made it two straight with a goal on a pow-
erplay deflection that extended the Lincolns’ lead 
to two with assists going to MacQueen-Spence and 
James Sigmon. Before the first was done, Chatham 
managed to fight their way into a goal by Owen Kalp 
to cut the Lincs’ lead in half.

Bradley said the game offered significant oppor-
tunities for depth players to step up and eat more 
minutes.

“We haven’t really had a full lineup yet and we were 
missing two of our top centres, plus Blake [Elzinga] 
was sick. That gives other guys a chance to move up 
the lineup and step up to the plate. Every loss we’ve 
had, there has been some external reason that fac-
tored in but we stressed having no more excuses 
and doing whatever it took to win and I thought we 
did that.”

After a scoreless second period, a span of two min-
utes and five seconds in the third saw two offensive 
slumps end. First, it was Owen Voortman potting 
his first of the season on a long-range shot catching 
goalie Patrick Sutherland flat-footed. Assists went 
to Barkley and Wes Wilding. Bradley was happy to 
see the Thunder Bay native join VandenBrink in 
getting his first goal of the campaign.

“It was great to see Owen finally get his first one. 
He had been looking for it for a while so it was defi-
nitely a relief for him and for us to see him score. 
When Owen is playing with that consistency and he 
is on his game, he can be an elite player for us so we 
definitely hope Owen can build on that.”

Then came a tally from Matt Prendergast which 

broke a five-game stretch without a goal and was 
assisted by Ryan Hodkinson and Luke Bogart.

The two quick St. Marys goals followed a controver-
sial pair of disallowed markers at the other end of 
the rink. Twice in the first 54 seconds of the third, 
the Maroons came as close as could be to scoring 
only to have both potential goals waved off due to 
the referees determining that the puck didn’t fully 
cross the goal line.

Despite the tough breaks in the third, the Maroons 
refused to quit, scoring two goals in just under three 
minutes to make it a one-goal game. However, the 
Lincolns held on for the 4-3 victory and after the 
game, the bench boss had several players who he 
felt were the team’s biggest leaders on the ice.

“I thought Jacob [Montesi] had an awesome game, 
Ryan [Cornfield] was outstanding, and Marcus [Da-
shevsky] was great once again. Those three led the 
way for us. Jacob was physical, his game was sim-
ple and effective, and he was good with the puck. 
He played like a veteran. Ryan is an interesting one 
because he was an elite U18 kid and now he’s com-
ing in against older guys. With guys out, he had a 
bigger opportunity and we had talked with Ryan 
about seizing those chances and he did just that. 
And Marcus is just that face-first leader that every 
team needs. He plays the right way and plays hard. 
He has a lot of similarities in style and leadership to 
Jacob Chantler.”

“To also see Chase [MacQueen-Spence] and Noah 
[VandenBrink] both score again and really start to 
find their groove and put pucks in the net is incred-
ibly important for us and we’re excited to see how 
both of them continue playing.”

Bradley also explained how playing two teams who 
play such a gritty, hard-nosed style of hockey may 
help the Lincolns continue evolving the way they 
play.

“You can’t always be the smartest person in the 
room. Even though you’re competing against these 
teams, you’re trying to admire what they’re doing 
and take something from them that you can add 
to your bag of tricks. Seeing how hard LaSalle and 
Chatham played and seeing us being able to more 
than hold our own was positive for us.”

“In Chatham’s case, they had some guys missing so 
they had to play a certain way to try to beat us so we 
had to try to do the same thing but better. I think we 
did that but, while we want our guys to play physical 
and not back down, we also want to be disciplined 
and not take penalties after the whistle. We want 
them to back each other up, we just have to do it at 
the right time. But it’s much better to have to reign it 
in a little bit than have to pull it out of them because 
it means our guys have that instinct that we want 
them to have.”

Lincs back in win column as multiple goal 
droughts end
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U10 A Boys rise to challenges to earn first win 
of season
By Spencer Seymour

Head Coach Brent Kittmer told the 
Independent that, going into their 
game against the Dorchester Dragons 
last Wednesday, the Dunny’s Source 
For Sports U10 A Boys St. Marys Rock 
were pushed to be better than they 
were in their season opener. They re-
sponded in excellent fashion, down-
ing the Dragons by a score of 4-2.

“What I liked most about the game 
last Wednesday was that the boys 
rose to the challenges that the coach-
es placed on them at the start of the 
game,” said Kittmer. “Our common 
message to the team this year has 
been to focus on what you can control, 
which is the effort they put into the 
game, and to start strong and finish 
strong. In our first two games against 
Dorchester, we didn’t start or finish 
strong. The challenge to the boys be-
fore the game was to play the game 
right from the first shift and they rose 
to that challenge.”

“So far this year we’ve struggled in 
the third period and the challenge 

to the boys between the second and 
third was to ask them if the third pe-
riod was going to beat them. They 
again rose to that challenge and fin-
ished the game strong, even when we 
were short-handed with less than a 
minute to play.”

The strong start Kittmer spoke of led 
to the first goal of the game with two 
minutes left in the opening frame as 
Cameryn Stokes broke the ice for the 
Rock. Jakob Kittmer picked up the 
lone assist.

Early in the second period, Dorches-
ter found the tying goal but St. Marys 
maintained their quality effort, ulti-
mately retaking and increasing their 
lead to two with a pair of goals just 
two minutes and three seconds apart. 
First, Dean Feeney put the Rock 
ahead by one once again with an as-
sist going to Kane Douglas, followed 
by the second goal of the contest for 
Stokes which was unassisted.

In the third, the Dragons cut the lead 
back down to a single goal halfway 
through the frame but the Rock did 

a good job holding Dorchester off the 
scoreboard for the rest of the game. 
An empty-netter by Cooper Sass 
sealed the 4-2 victory for St. Marys. 
Kittmer felt that the key to the team’s 
victory was their ability to out-battle 
their opponent.

“To me, the story of the game was 
that the boys out-competed Dorches-
ter. When they didn’t win a race to 
the puck, they did a much better job 
of winning the ensuing battle for the 
puck than they did in our previous 
games against the Dragons. I think 
our defence did a great job of pushing 
Dorchester to the outside and limiting 
them to very few quality shots.

“When they did get one, Franklin An-
derson was able to make a key save,” 
Kittmer continued. “Our forwards 
did a great job of getting the puck 
out of our end, putting pressure on 
Dorchester in their end, and we took 
advantage of the scoring chances we 
got. Overall, it was the most complete 
game of the early season from start to 
finish for us.”

The tiger’s-eye-esque theme of the 
night was rising to the challenge of 
their rival as well as the challenges 
from the coaching staff, an indication, 
said Kittmer, of several different key 
aspects of the team’s mental fortitude.

“The fact that they rose to the chal-
lenge says a lot to me about the play-
ers' desire to improve and to buy into 
the coaches’ message. We’ve been 
stressing to them that hockey is a 
great way to meet friends and have 
a good time at the rink, but for two 
hours, we also need them to focus on 
how they compete and play the game. 
The players really showed that they 
are starting to buy into that message, 
and I was very proud of them for com-
ing out as strong as they did.”

“After two lopsided losses, they could 
have decided that the game was lost 
before it started, but they didn’t. They 
came out with a belief they could 
compete and I think they are starting 
to understand what they will need to 
do each game to compete and win.”

U15 A Boys delivering 
water softener salt to raise 
travel funds

The A.N.A.F. U15 A Boys St. Marys Rock team is raising money to cover travel 
costs for their ongoing season by delivering water softener salt to the homes of 
St. Marys residents. For $20 per bag, the U15 A Boys will deliver 20kg bags of wa-
ter softener salt to your home and will place the salt wherever you would like it, 
including directly into the softener. Deliveries will be made on November 4th and 
5th. To order, please email your name, address, phone number, and number of 
bags requested to U15Asaltdrive@gmail.com.
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STRATFORD KIA!STRATFORD KIA!

2020 Chevrolet Blazer True North

$42,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
11,504 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Lexus UX 250h

$42,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
22,471 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Kia Soul EV Limited

$41,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
47,898 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Cadillac CT5 Sport

$52,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
24,271 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2021 Kia Soul EV Premium

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
46,710 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Honda Pilot Sport

$53,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
41,420 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Lexus NX 300

$36,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
73,984 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Subaru Crosstrek Limited

$37,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
52,208 km

All-Wheel Drive

2023 Chevrolet Malibu 2LT

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
193 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2023 Kia Stinger GT Limited 

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
16,356 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Compass Trailhawk

$38,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,277 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Ford Explorer ST

$55,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
25,675 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Nissan Rogue SV

$36,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
44,393 km

Front-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2019 Ford EcoSport SE 2021 Kia Forte EX

$28,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,490 km

$32,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
48,761 km

Front-Wheel Drive Front-Wheel Drive

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

Bad or Challenging Credit? No problem!  Everyone is approved, some conditions apply.Bad or Challenging Credit? No problem!  Everyone is approved, some conditions apply.

2019 Audi Q5 Komfort

$35,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
44,400 km

All-Wheel Drive

DCVI Sr. Girls basketball team wins two straight
By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys DCVI Senior Girls basketball team 
has won two straight after a gutsy one-point victory 
last Wednesday followed by a strong statement win 
this past Monday on home court.

Last Wednesday, the Senior Girls travelled to Strat-
ford District Secondary (SDSS) for what was an 
incredibly hard-fought contest by both squads. In 
the end, however, Eden Sinnett’s team-leading nine 
points along with eight of the other 11 players on 
the team contributing points lifted the Salukis to a 
24-23 win over SDSS.

Head Coach Monica Ryan said the team’s compete 
level was what allowed them to narrowly knock off 
the strong Stratford team in their home building.

“Our game with Stratford was a battle from start 
to finish,” Ryan told the Independent. “Even though 
we struggled offensively, we had nine out of 12 
players contribute points. Ellen Thorup scored a 
clutch free throw in overtime to secure the win. Our 
post defence highlighted by Paige Barr and Charlee 
Pickering kept their usually high scorers in check 

and despite it being a challenging game, our girls 
gave 110 percent in all four quarters.”

The Salukis were back home this past Monday for a 
clash against F.E. Madill and once again, St. Marys 
brought a strong effort which, this time, led to a 
higher offensive output. The Salukis downed the 
visitors 33-15 with Barr leading in points with 10.

“We worked on a different offensive system in this 
game and they were really patient and supportive 
of each other,” Ryan explained. “Obviously, when 

implementing new aspects like that, you’re not al-
ways going to be perfect in every moment but the 
girls stayed positive and continued supporting one 
another which was key to eventually getting the 
win. The communication on the court was really 
good throughout and aside from a few lapses, we 
played great defence all game.”

Once again, Ryan was impressed with the compete 
level displayed by the St. Marys Senior Girls.

“Their desire really leads the way. They give a lot 
of themselves on the court and battle at both ends 
to try to win every moment and do what they can 
to help the team. Even when we don’t quite execute 
exactly the way we might like, it’s not for a lack of 
effort as they always work hard and want to win.”

“We are also gifted in terms of having some very 
good size on our team which is a big help to us de-
fensively,” continued Ryan. “Having the size and 
strength that we have makes it harder for other 
teams to drive on us in our end and, as the season 
goes along, I think it’s going to allow us to get even 
better at grabbing rebounds.”
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Minor Sports Scrapbook

Goaltender Tyler McDonald fights through traffic to make a save during the U13 LL 
Boys St. Marys Rock game last Saturday.

Talon Sampson chases down a loose puck during the U11 LL Boys St. Marys Rock 
game last Saturday.

Brody Pearson takes the puck to the net with Harvey Van Marr supporting behind 
him during the U9 LL Boys 1 St. Marys Rock game last Saturday.

Logan Oake scores a goal during last Saturday’s Ashton Tire U15 LL Boys St. 
Marys Rock game. (Photos by Spencer Seymour)

Lincoln Vanderburg sends the puck toward the net last Saturday during the U9 LL 
Boys Three St. Marys Rock game. 

Netminder Parker Hawkes prevents a goal with a kick save during last Saturday’s 
U19 St. Marys Snipers game.
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By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys DCVI Field Hockey 
team just missed out on making the 
Huron-Perth playoffs on a tiebreak-
er, but nevertheless, Co-Head Coach 
Jessica Chateauvert was very pleased 
with how the team finished their 
season, earning a win over Stratford 
District Secondary (SDSS) and a tie 
against St. Anne’s this past Monday.

Their first game of the day saw the 
Salukis dominate the visitors from 
Stratford en route to a 5-0 victory. St. 
Marys got goals from Kiara McGre-
gor, Eve Greig, Ashlynn Stewardson, 
Bronwyn Hawkins, and Ella Boersma. 
Raella Brodhagen earned the shutout 
win in goal.

Chateauvert told the Independent 
that the team came ready to play on 
the final day of the regular season.

“They really went for it,” said Cha-
teauvert. “They very clearly wanted 
the win in that game. They worked 
super hard to get the ball on the sticks 
of players who hadn’t scored yet. Our 
defence scored a goal which was 
pretty awesome to see and they just 
played a really controlled but aggres-
sive style.”

Harvest Elliott scored the team’s only 
goal in their second game of the day, 

a much tighter contest against St. 
Anne’s which ended in a 1-1 draw. 
Chateauvert had high praise for the 
group following their second outing 
of the day.

“I think that was their best game. 
They were first to the ball, they were 
aggressive, and they moved the ball 
really well. I would say that’s the best 
they’ve been this season in terms of 
moving the ball. We had every player 

here for the first time this year and 
everyone made an impact when they 
were in the game.”

The team experienced a large turn-
over to the roster from last season 
which Chateauvert said meant that 
this season was about the squad gain-
ing valuable experience for the years 
to come.

“It was a big rebuilding year for us. 

We lost most of our starters from last 
year. A lot of the individual skills have 
improved incredibly and a lot of our 
rookies showed really good improve-
ment, with some of them even becom-
ing starters pretty quickly.”

“We only had three grade 12’s this 
season so we’ve got almost a full team 
coming back next year,” Chateauvert 
continued. “I think that leaves us with 
fairly high hopes that having a year of 
experience under our belts we will be 
back in the top four next year.”

Chateauvert also mentioned the 
team’s chemistry which developed 
through the season thanks in no 
small part to the team’s other coach, 
Bob Ellison.

“It’s a unique sport because it’s grade 
nine to 12 so one of the important 
things for us was to see the veterans 
bring the younger players into the 
mix. I think they did a good job doing 
that and making everyone feel valued 
and important and overall, I think 
they came to really want to play well 
and win with each other and for each 
other. A big part of that was how Bob 
ran his practices. He is good at instill-
ing team bonding and cohesion and it 
certainly translated when we got onto 
the field.”

Alex Binning fires the ball down the field during the St. Marys DCVI Field Hockey 
team during one of their two games this past Monday. (Photo by Spencer Seymour)
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October 5 - December 20, 2023 October 5 - December 20, 2023 October 5 - December 20, 2023 September 18 - December 10, 2023

TAVISTOCK MEN’S CLUB

Wednesday, November 8, 2023
Serving 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

TAVISTOCK MEMORIAL HALL
3 Adam St., Tavistock

Drive-Thru Pick-Up
$25

Tickets available at Men's Club Hall, 
78 Woodstock St., N

Every Wednesday 4-7 pm and Saturdays 11am-3pm
or from Club members or call 
519-655-2286 or 519-655-2708

email: tavistockmensclub@outlook.com 

SAUERKRAUT &SAUERKRAUT &
BBQ PORK CHOPBBQ PORK CHOP  

SUPPERSUPPER

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM

DCVI Field Hockey team finishes season strong
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DCVI Jr. Girls Basketball team takes Silver at 
Rockaway Tourney
By Spencer Seymour

The hard-working St. Marys DCVI 
Junior Girls basketball team left the 
Rockaway Tournament in Kitchen-
er with a Silver medal last weekend 
before scoring an impressive victory 
back in regular season play this past 
Monday on their home court.

According to coaches Ava Bettger and 
Tim O’Connor, the team had to con-
tend with several tactical schemes 
that, up to this point, they had yet to 
come up against, but the Salukis did 
a good job not getting overwhelmed.

“They handled some on-the-fly ad-
justments really well,” said Bettger. 
“We saw some different strategic ele-
ments in terms of some zone play and 
pressure that we hadn’t really gone 
up against yet so they had to adjust in 
the games and they did so really well.”

“My goodness, we competed hard,” 
O’Connor added. “They had to adjust 
to things that we haven’t had a chance 
to work on yet and they did so much, 
much better than I would have an-
ticipated simply because we haven’t 
spent time on those things yet. I was 
really impressed with how we broke 
the pressure.”

Both coaches explained why they be-
lieved the Junior Girls were able to 
handle the tournament’s challenging 
opponents as well as they did.

“They are really athletic,” Bettger 
noted. “Even if some girls don’t know 
basketball all that well, they know 
other sports and they’re able to carry 
those skills over into these games. For 
example, hockey players know how 
to reverse the puck and in the case 
of our girls, they’re able to bring that 
over so they know how to reverse the 
basketball.”

“They are really coachable,” said 
O’Connor. “Like Ava said, a lot of 
these girls play other sports so they 

can bring over some of those skills, 
but also, they love to compete. They 
are not afraid of good competition 
and having to roll up their sleeves, 
so to speak. Marin [Chateauvert] and 
Charlotte [Richardson] were great at 
leading us through certain situations 
but when we talked in the huddle, ev-
eryone was listening and doing their 
best to take everything in and then go 
out and do it.”

The team had little time to rest as, this 
past Monday, their league play con-

tinued with a game against F.E. Ma-
dill. The Salukis came away with a 27-
14 victory. Marin Chateauvert led the 
way offensively with 10 points while 
Charlotte Richardson added nine and 
Chloe White cashed in on a couple of 
important baskets that helped the Sa-
lukis in key moments of the game.

Bettger praised the group for their 
continued excellence off the ball.

“They played a really hard game de-
fensively today which I really liked to 
see. I thought it was really impressive 
the way they were keeping shots from 
going out and helping each other out 
which prevents the opposition from 
getting easy baskets.”

O’Connor added that the team’s “grit” 
was also a key factor in their victory 
earlier this week.

“We did come out of the half with a 
bit of pressure which we did once 
and today, I would say it was pretty 
good and created a few turnovers and 
some good baskets. What I really like 
about this team which we saw again 
today is that our players grind. As a 
coach, I love the victories when we 
have to grind and really work for the 
win. When you’re not scoring a bunch 
of points, you can stay in it, stay de-
termined, and fight through those 
moments and they’ve been doing that 
very well.”

SPORTS —

FALL SPECIAL
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 
EXCLUSIVE PROMOTION:

25% OFF ON PUBLIC TEE TIMES FOR 9 OR 18 HOLES 
EVERY MONDAY AND TUESDAY AFTER 2PM. 

SIMPLY VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND USE THE PROMO 
CODE SCIENCEHILL25 AT CHECKOUT OR VISIT OUR 

SHOP TO APPLY THE CODE AT CHECK-IN

(519) 284-3621
63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6  

Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

www.samshomehardware.com 

Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys

Charlotte Richardson drives past a defender during the St. Marys DCVI Junior 
Girls basketball game against F.E. Madill this past Monday. The Salukis won the 
game 27-14. (Photo by Spencer Seymour)
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SPORTS —

Bryn Luckhardt, N.P.D
519-272-3408 • bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com

www.luckhardtlandworks.com
ST. MARYS, ONTARIO

CALL US FOR YOUR DEMOLITION, BULLDOZING 
& CONCRETE BREAKING NEEDS

Veteran U12 Snipers dominant in season opener

Pickleball Ontario approves “Grow the Game” initiative

By Spencer Seymour

The mostly-returning group making up 
the U12 St. Marys Snipers rode their ex-
perience and cohesiveness to great suc-
cess last Saturday, defeating the visiting 
U12 team from London in a blowout in 
the Snipers’ first game of the season.

Head Coach Evan Habermehl told the 
Independent that the number of return-
ing players allowed them to be further 
ahead when it came to implementing 
and executing their strategies.

“We were able to put the things we have 
been working on in practice and exhibi-

tions to work in our first league game,” 
Habermehl noted. “The large percent-
age of returning players allows us to 
continue to build on some of the skills 
from last year and additionally have a 
fairly cohesive group to start with. Since 
most of the team has already spent a 
year together, they are quick to mesh on 
the ice and support each other.”

Lilian Johnston led the team in points 
in the game, scoring a pair of goals 
and adding three assists. Madison Mc-
Cutcheon posted a hat-trick along with 
one helper to become one of three St. 

Marys players to hit four points along-
side Meredith Stokes who had two goals 
and two assists and Lilian Garniss who 
scored once and recorded three assists. 
Two players added a trio of points and 
five Snipers had a pair of points.

Habermehl was impressed with the 
team’s ring movement to begin the new 
season which helped the team get four 
goals from their defenders.

“What was really nice was the girls' 
ability to move the ring a lot and include 
more of the defensive players and al-
low them to get involved in the offence. 

Ring movement was one of our goals 
going in. We wanted to get the girls to 
pass lots and try to improve the move-
ment of the ring in the offensive zone.”

“The other big goal for the season open-
er was to have fun,” continued Haber-
mehl. “These girls play really well when 
they aren't putting too much pressure 
on themselves and the team. The de-
fence has also been working on keep-
ing the triangle in our zone and pushing 
out the other team, which they did well 
against London.”

Pickleball Ontario has approved the St. 
Marys Pickleball Association's (SMPA) 
application to “Grow Our Game” in St. 
Marys. This initiative recognizes and 
assists clubs that “Grow the Game” at 
the grassroots level in their communi-
ty.

The SMPA has undertaken several 
initiatives to engage individuals of all 
ages and backgrounds, thereby con-
tributing to the growth of the sport.

The initiatives include:

1. School Engagement: Introducing 
pickleball to students helps to create 
an interest in the game resulting in 
new, younger players joining the club 
and enjoying the game.

 2. Community Events: SMPA partici-
pated in a high-profile celebrity match 

with local dignitaries, including the 
Mayor of Stratford and council mem-
bers to create exposure and awareness 
of the sport to people locally and in 
surrounding communities. Also, SMPA 
actively participates in local commu-
nity events and fundraisers, including 
community meals, charity efforts and 
community walks.

3. Engaging Activities for Potential 
New Players: Fun Tournaments have 
been held where players switch part-
ners and incorporate unique game 
twists, creating a welcoming environ-
ment for players of all skill levels. Also, 
by including pickleball flyers in wel-
come packages for new residents of St. 
Marys, new players are encouraged to 
join the sport.

4. Accessible Play: Beginner play ses-

sions are held twice a week to provide 
a comfortable platform for learning 
and practice. Also, collaboration with 
local businesses to sponsor club play 
and to encourage their staff to join 
beginner play sessions has been initi-
ated. This synergy reinforces commit-
ment to community engagement and 
growth.

5. Open Houses and New Player In-
volvement: Monthly Demonstration 
Days, partnering with Brickhouse 
Paddles a locally owned and operat-
ed pickleball paddle manufacturer, is 
an invitation to everyone to experi-
ence pickleball firsthand. In addition, 
SMPA has enrolled hundreds of par-
ticipants in beginner clinics, many of 
whom have never played the sport 
before. The clinics employed a Level 

1 Pickleball Instructor, equipped with 
IPTPA and PPR certifications, ensur-
ing a quality learning experience. This 
initiative introduces pickleball to a 
diverse range of newcomers, directly 
contributing to the growth of the sport.

This involvement solidifies SMPA’s 
place as a caring and dedicated com-
munity partner and provides the op-
portunity to invite new players to try 
the game.

The SMPA would like to extend a spe-
cial thank you to all of the business-
es that sponsored play at the outdoor 
courts in 2023. The sponsors include 
Synterra Security, the Towne and 
Country Cheese Shoppe and Deli, The 
Flower Shop and More, Stonetown 
Artisan Cheese, and Stone Home Cre-
atives.



Thursday, October 19, 2023 19St. Marys Independent

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

HEAD OFFICE: 

150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4  |  TICO #50010159

BRANCH OFFICE: 

210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9  |  TICO #50025796

St. Marys 519-284-2332 | New Hamburg 226-333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

DISCOVER PORTUGAL

TULIP TIME IN HOLLAND IRELAND

NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR

JUNE 5-16, 2024JUNE 5-16, 2024

SEPTEMBER 18-29, 2024SEPTEMBER 18-29, 2024

MARCH 31 – APRIL 8, 2024MARCH 31 – APRIL 8, 2024

JULY 29 – AUGUST 9, 2024JULY 29 – AUGUST 9, 2024

2024 GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES 2024 GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES 
HOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVELHOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVEL
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Buying?
Selling?
Mortgage?

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL 
- FARM PROPERTY

Give us a call

�����������������������
���������������������������
�	�


ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
PERTH REGIMENT VETERANS

BRANCH 236 ST MARYS

HOURS
TUE – THU 3PM - ???
FRI NOON TILL ???

SAT – NOON TILL CLOSING

HOT DOG / SAUSAGE FRIDAY 
AT NOON 

MEAT DRAW SAT AT 5 PM
20 CHANCES FOR MEAT PRIZES, 

PLUS A 50/50 DRAW

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE HALL FOR RENT
66 CHURCH STREET NORTH, 

ST MARYS 519 284-2267

Andrew L. Hodges  
Funeral Home Ltd.�

Serving St. Marys and area since 2003

47 Wellington Street South, St. Marys
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

519-284-2820

Offering personal and affordable funeral options,  
including burial, cremation and donation to science. 

Price list and preplanning information always  
available on our website or contact us  
to meet in person to discuss your wishes. 

COMMUNITY —

Not since October of 2018 has the Sta-
tion Gallery been able to mount an 
exhibition of Art by students from the 
Elementary Schools of St. Marys. On 
October 21, five years later, the stu-
dents from Little Falls Public School 
and South Perth Centennial Public 
Schools will exhibit their drawings 
and paintings based upon a study of 
the pollinators in the area, The mys-
tery of the “buzzy Bees” and the beau-
ty of “fluttering Butterflies” has always 
fascinated young people and in an age 
where the pollinators environment 
is in danger, it is most important that 
everyone recognize the importance of 
these insects. 

St. Marys Station Gallery has invited 
the local schools to submit works of 
art based upon a study of Bees and 
Butterflies. The schools have submit-

ted 20 images each of which the gal-
lery has framed and mounted all to 
gallery standards.

St. Marys Station Gallery is also 
pleased to have The Rotary CLub of 
St. Marys as a sponsor of this exhi-
bition. The Rotary Club is known in 
the community for its support of the 
youth of St. Marys.

“Bees and Butterflies” previews at the 
St. Marys Station Gallery on Friday 
October 20 and opens on Saturday Oc-
tober 21 2023, with a reception at 1pm 
to 4 pm. All are welcome to meet and 
greet these young artists. 

The Station Gallery is open Wednes-
day to Saturday 11 am to 4:30 pm. 
Follow us at stmarysstationgallery@
gmail.com or on Facebook and Insta-
gram .

By Nancy Vermond 

The Stonetown Grans biennial Fabric 
and Yarn sale is coming up soon:  6 to 8 
pm on Friday, Oct. 27 and 10am to 1pm 
on Saturday, Oct. 28 at the St. Marys 
United Church, 85 Church St. S. in St. 
Marys.  Admission is free and most 
items are purchased “by donation”.  

Donations of fabric, yarn, notions and 
needlecraft supplies can be dropped 
off at the church from 9am to noon 
on Saturday, Oct. 21 and/or Wednes-

day, Oct. 25.  (Please use the southeast 
door off the parking lot.) This is an op-
portunity to pass on the items you are 
not planning to use and to come to the 
sale to pick up what inspires you. All 
leftover items will be donated to other 
charities.  

Proceeds from the sale will go to the 
grandmothers’ campaign of the Ste-
phen Lewis Foundation (SLF) (grand-
motherscampaign.org). This charity 
works with grandmothers, who have 
been raising children orphaned by 

HIV/AIDS, and other community lead-
ers in 15 countries in sub-Saharan 
Africa, by funding projects chosen 
by the local people.  SLF provides fi-
nancial help for students, especially 
girls, enabling them to attend school, 
and works tirelessly to eradicate gen-
der-based violence.  The campaign pro-
vides peer support for grandmothers 
who are now recognizing their indi-
vidual and collective power to make 
changes to their basic human rights at 
local and national levels. There is still 

work to be done in removing the stig-
ma related to  HIV-AIDS.  Over 35 mil-
lion people globally are still infected 
with this virus, and many of them are 
young women and children in African 
countries. 

For more information about this event, 
or to volunteer before or during the 
sale, please contact Rose at 519 284 
2282 or Nancy at 519 284 2698.  High 
school students can earn community 
service hours, especially on the two 
Saturdays.   

“Bees and Butterflies” at the Station Gallery

Stonetown Grans Fabric, Yarn & Notions Sale
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Walk In Flu & COVID Clinics
The Happy Valley Family Health Team, in partnership with the 
Town of St. Marys and the Huron Perth Public Health Unit, will 
be offering WALK IN flu shot and COVID-19 vaccine clinics at 
the Pyramid Recreation Centre for Residents of St. Marys and 

surrounding rural areas on:

Please note that masking is required by all attendees over the age of 2 years. 
Please wear a shortsleeved shirt and be prepared to wait 15 minutes after your 
immunization(s). Arrive at the clinic through Entrance B. The flu shot and the 

COVID-19 vaccine can be safely given at the same time. 

To be eligible for the flu shot, you must be over the age of 6 months and 
feeling well. To be eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine, you must be over the 

age of 6 months, with at least 6 months having passed since your last dose 
of COVID-19 vaccine or confirmed COVID-19 infection. The new monovalent 

Moderna vaccine will be available on these dates. High dose and adjuvanted 
flu vaccines for adults ages 65 years and older will be offered to eligible 

individuals while quantities are available. If you have specific questions about 
the COVID-19 vaccine, please call the Provincial Vaccine Contact Centre at 

1-833-943-3900, Monday to Friday from 8:30am to 5:00pm (excluding holidays).

• Thursday November 2nd 
10:00am-5:30pm

• Wednesday November 8th 
10:00am-5:30pm

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Thursday, November 9, 2023
7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

End Zone, Pyramid Recreation Centre
 St. Marys, ON

Please RSVP by calling 519-284-2332 or 
emailing stew@stonetowntravel.com

Come meet our travel partners!Come meet our travel partners!

Learn about upcoming travel offerings

Door Prizes! Special Promotions!
GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY HOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVEL

SCOTLAND SUMMER 
DISCOVERY
JUNE 15-23, 2024

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

PROPERTY
TAX REMINDER

All Final Tax Bills have been mailed.
The Final Tax Instalment is due on

OCTOBER 30, 2023
You can make payments through Telephone/Online Banking (allow 3-5
business days for processing), ATM, at most financial institutions, or by
mail. We also offer payment by cash, cheque or debit card at the
Municipal Office. Post-dated cheques are accepted. New – Online Credit
Card Payment option. Please visit Thames Centre website for more
information. Our office is open, to receive payments from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30
p.m. Monday to Friday. After 4:30 p.m., a payment slot is located to the
left of the office door.

Failure to receive a bill does not exempt you from paying on time. If you
have not yet received your property tax bill, please call the Municipal
Office at 519-268-7334.

Please make sure your payment is received at our office by
4:30 p.m. on October 30, 2023.

Penalty/Interest of 1.25% will be charged on the first day of default and the
first day of each month thereafter.

Would you like to receive your property taxes / water billings
electronically?

The Municipality of Thames Centre now offers the option of receiving your
property tax bills and water bills by e-mail. Please contact the tax

department for more information at
(519) 268-7334 or inquiries@thamescentre.on.ca or
download the form at www.thamescentre.on.ca.
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By Mary Smith

The majestic steeple of the Presbyterian Church 
has stood watch over St. Marys for 140 years. The 
Presbyterian presence in St. Marys goes back even 
farther to 1848 when a small group of worshippers, 
authorized by the London Presbytery, formed a 
church in the village. At first, this new Presbyterian 
congregation met wherever space was available. A 
cooperage on Wellington Street was a frequent ven-
ue. However, by the early 1850s, they had secured 
two large lots in the north ward, bounded by Widder 
Street to the south, Wellington Street to the west, 
and Church Street to the east. With volunteer help, 
members of the congregation cleared the site of 
trees and brush and constructed the first permanent 
church. The rectangular, frame building, 36 feet by 
60 feet, was located on the northeast corner of Wid-
der and Wellington Streets. 

The building’s interior was very plain with basic 
furnishings. The congregation used planks set on 
stumps until they could afford pews. There was no 
organ – in fact these early Presbyterians frowned 
upon instrumental music. A precentor, seated at the 
front beside the pulpit, led the singing. As the con-
gregation grew, improvements to the interior were 
made and several extensions were rather haphaz-
ardly added. These add-ons did not enhance the 
appearance of the building. William Johnston, the 
well-known local historian – and a Presbyterian 
himself – wrote in his 1902 History of Perth County: 
“It seemed like a great mole-hill crowning a beauti-
ful site and trying to crawl down into the valley.” By 
the 1870s, the Presbyterian Church was the largest 
and wealthiest in St. Marys. Very aware of the inad-
equacy of their building, in 1873 the congregation 
started fundraising to build a new church. A consid-
erable amount of money was raised and grand plans 
were made. But before construction could begin, a 
bitter schism developed within the congregation. 

The exact reasons for this division within the church 
are lost in time. Perhaps the congregation had just 
become too large to remain unified. Perhaps it in-
cluded too many strong personalities. There were, 
apparently, no major theological differences: both 
sides adhered to the principles of the Canadian 
Presbyterian Church. An interesting theory is that 
the schism was caused by Charles Darwin – or more 
specifically, by the publication of his book, On the 
Origin of Species. The theory that species (includ-
ing human beings) evolved through the millennia 
generated great controversy in both scientific and 
religious communities when the book appeared in 
1857. Two decades later, this controversy reached a 
small discussion group in St. Marys, Ontario – the 
Literary Society. 

This group (men only) met weekly to discuss var-
ious topics. At one meeting, a well-travelled and 
well-read member of the society, John Gould, de-
livered a paper on Charles Darwin’s theories. The 
Presbyterian minister at that time, the Reverend 
John McAlpine, also a society member, took great 
exception to Gould’s presentation. In fact, he pre-
pared a rebuttal, delivered a week later to a large 
audience in the town hall. He also sent his speech 
to the St. Marys Argus and the editor, sensing a good 
story, reproduced it in whole. It can be read on mi-
crofilm at the St. Marys Museum today. McAlpine 
was clearly very upset, seeing Darwin’s supposed 
“scientific grounds” as “a distinct and deliberate at-
tack on Scripture, designed to shake or, rather, de-
stroy the faith of the believers.” But Darwin was in 

distant England and so McAlpine directed his at-
tacks at Gould who lived nearby on a farm in Blan-
shard Township. Gould responded in the next issue 
of the Argus: “Why does man still hold that science 
and reason will endanger the church? I hail with de-
light every discovery in science, everything that en-
lightens man and develops reason, as calculated to 
promote truth and remove ignorance, superstition, 
bigotry and tyranny.” 

The controversy destroyed the good will and fellow-
ship of the Literary Society and then had an impact 
on the Presbyterians. Some people in the congrega-
tion supported Gould’s position; others disapproved 
of their minister’s uncompromising and very public 
display of his opinions. In the spring of 1878, 118 
members of the congregation applied to the Strat-
ford Presbytery for permission to establish a second 
Presbyterian church in St. Marys. Permission was 
granted. Knox Presbyterian Church held its first 
service in the town hall in May of that year. The two 
congregations began construction of new churches 
at the same time. Knox built a white, brick building 
with a tower and spire on Church Street South, di-
rectly across from the Anglican Church. It was the 
first to open in October 1880. On Widder Street, the 
project faced a number of delays, but finally, at the 
end of March 1881, the congregation held the first 
service in their grand, new church which had an 
even higher tower and spire. Both new Presbyterian 
churches, by the way, included pipe organs. The day 
of the precentor had passed.    

For the next five decades, the two churches – one in 
the south ward and one in the north ward – co-exist-
ed peacefully and even cooperatively. Knox Church 
survived two disastrous fires, rebuilding each time. 
Both endured the anxiety of World War I and both 
lost young men who had been members of their 
congregations. In 1918, the Presbytery decided it 
was time to reunite the two congregations and the 
church on Widder Street was closed. However, the 
decision had been made without sufficient planning 
or consultation and the union fell apart. First Pres-

byterian was reopened three years later in 1921. 
Soon after, both churches resisted another form of 
union. In 1925, the majority of the members of both 
local Presbyterian congregations voted against join-
ing with the Methodists to become part of the new 
United Church of Canada.

Following the difficult years of the Great Depression 
and World War II, First Presbyterian Church marked 
its 100th anniversary with a two-week celebration 
in June 1948. The Right Honourable Arthur Meigh-
en, Canada’s ninth prime minister and a former 
member of the church, was guest of honour at a gar-
den party held on the grounds on June 23. But by the 
1950s, two Presbyterian churches in one town could 
no longer be sustained. The Knox and First Church-
es affiliated, with one minister and with combined 
services held in one or the other church on alter-
nate months. This unsettling and awkward process 
continued from November 1953 until January 1960 
when the Presbytery formally amalgamated the two 
congregations. However, it was another four years 
of dispute and controversy before the final difficult 
decision was made to retain the building on Widder 
Street and to sell Knox on Church Street South. This 
was a heart-breaking decision for loyal Knox Church 
members. But to everyone’s credit, they worked to-
gether to renovate the Widder Street building, cre-
ating what was essentially a new church within the 
old stone walls. The process incorporated many ele-
ments from Knox Church including the two stained 
glass, memorial windows, installed on either side of 
the choir loft. 

The congregation of the newly named St. Marys 
Presbyterian Church moved forward together, fac-
ing such challenges as the catastrophic collapse of a 
massive stone chimney in November 1988. It crashed 
through the roof, smashed pews in the sanctuary, the 
huge limestone fragments finally settling in clouds 
of dust and debris on the basement floor. Enor-
mously relieved that no one had been killed or in-
jured, the congregation rallied and began fundrais-
ing for repairs and renovations. Ten months later, 
the church was reopened and within a few months, 
all costs had been paid, thanks to spectacular fund-
raising efforts, a great deal of volunteer labour and 
support from not only members of the congregation 
but the entire community, aware that the survival of 
the Presbyterian Church was important to the town. 
The chimney disaster ultimately strengthened the 
church but changes continued. Ministers arrived 
and departed, some more popular than others. A 
general increase in secularization meant a decline 
in church attendance. Then the pandemic hit and all 
the churches in Canada were forced to shut their 
doors for months at a time. 

St. Marys Presbyterian Church met this challenge 
by offering live-streaming of services and finding 
other innovative ways to keep in touch with and 
assist members. Following the end of Covid restric-
tions, today it provides not only programs within its 
own congregation but also other activities that show 
the value of a church working within a community. 
The many examples include support for newcomers 
to St. Marys, specifically the Syrian and Ukrainian 
refugees, a grief therapy workshop that is open to 
all, support for Change Her World and other over-
seas aid programs, and support of local programs 
that address food insecurity and other social issues. 

This Sunday, October 22, St. Marys Presbyterians 
celebrate the 175th anniversary of the founding of 
their church, an occasion of great thanksgiving.

HISTORIC ST. MARYS: St. Marys Presbyterian Church – 175th Anniversary

HISTORY —

The Presbyterian Church, ca 1910. Except for some 
accessibility adaptations, this beautiful building 
looks the same today.
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Sudoku

Id: 167993

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 26

8 3 5
1 6 2

1 4 7 9 6
9

2 7
7 5 6 8
6 2 1

5 3
9 8 1

Solution
8 6 7 2 9 3 5 1 4

1 9 4 7 5 6 3 2 8

5 3 2 1 4 8 7 9 6

2 1 3 5 8 4 6 7 9

9 4 8 6 2 7 1 3 5

7 5 6 3 1 9 8 4 2

6 2 5 4 3 1 9 8 7

4 8 1 9 7 5 2 6 3

3 7 9 8 6 2 4 5 1

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

Solutions on page 31

The following two recipes 
are Fall comfort food in its 
most basic form. Tradition-
al German staples: schnit-
zel and spaetzle are two of 
my partner’s favourite meals 
and they are surprisingly 
both simple and affordable 
to make. Schnitzel is tradi-
tionally served with lemon, 
but you can amp this recipe 
up by making jägerschnitzel 
(“hunter schnitzel”, served 
with a rich mushroom gravy), 
ziegeunerschnitzel (“gypsy 
schnitzel”, served with a zesty 
bell pepper sauce) or rahm-
schnitzel (“cream schnitzel”, 
served with a rich cream 
sauce). We are partial to lem-
on. A traditional accompani-
ment is spaetzle, which is a 
kind of German egg noodle 
often simply served with but-
ter and parsley but don’t let 
that stop you from trying one 
of the previously mentioned 

sauce options. We also enjoy 
adding a leafy salad, red cab-
bage, or sauerkraut. 

German Schnitzel (Schwein-
eschnitzel)

Prep: 10m Total 16m Serves: 
4

4 boneless pork steaks or 
chops, (to make Austrian 
Wienerschnitzel, use thin 
veal cutlets)

Salt & freshly ground pepper

½ c flour combined with 1 tsp 
salt

2 large eggs, lightly beaten 

¾ c breadcrumbs

Oil for frying (use a neu-
tral-tasting oil with a high 
smoke point)

Lemon and parsley for serv-
ing

Method:

-Place the pork chops be-
tween two sheets of plastic 
wrap and pound them until 
¼” thick with the flat side of a 
meat tenderizer. Lightly sea-
son both sides with salt and 
freshly ground black pepper.

-Place the flour mixture, 
eggs, and breadcrumbs in 3 
separate shallow bowls. Dip 
the chops in the flour, the egg 
and the breadcrumbs, coating 

both sides and all edges at 
each stage. Be careful not to 
press the breadcrumbs into 
the meat. Gently shake off 
excess crumbs. Don’t let the 
schnitzel sit in the coating or 
they will not crisp once fried. 
Fry immediately.

-Make sure cooking oil is 
330°F. Don’t let the schnitzel 
sit in the coating for too long! 
Use enough oil so that the 
schnitzels “swim” in it.

-Fry for 2-3 minutes on both 
sides until a deep golden 
brown. Transfer briefly to a 
plate lined with paper towels.

-Serve immediately with slic-
es of fresh lemon and pars-
ley sprigs or your choice of 
sauce. Serve with German 
spaetzle, French fries, or Ger-
man potato salad and with a 
fresh leafy green salad.

German Spaetzle

Prep: 35m Total: 45m Serves: 
6

2 c all purpose flour

1 tbsp minced fresh parsley

½ tsp nutmeg

6 large eggs

½ c milk (maybe less)

¼ c butter

Method:

-In a large mixing bowl, 
whisk together flour, parsley 
& nutmeg.

-In a separate bowl, lightly 
beat eggs.

-Alternate between stirring 
in beaten eggs and milk to the 
flour mixture until you have a 
smooth batter. Let batter rest 
for 30m at room temperature.

-Bring a pot of salted water to 
a boil.

-Pour spaetzle dough through 
a spaetzle maker or colander 
directly into the water so that 
small, elongated drops fall in.

-Boil until spaetzle rises to 
the top. Use a slotted spoon to 
remove spaetzle from water.

-Melt butter in a skillet over 
med-high heat. Place drained 
pasta directly into butter and 
fry for 2-3 minutes. Serve hot 
and garnish with more pars-
ley.  

WHAT'S FOR DINNER: A Traditional German Plate

By Lauren Eedy

FERN PRIDHAM – Broker
519 274 2885

fernpridham@gmail.com
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By VJ Knutson

Not all hosting arrangements work out.  Sometimes 
personalities clash, or expectations exceed reality.  
There have been situations where it’s been neces-
sary to intervene.

“The host is holy,” one of the Tanya’s told me.  
“Ukrainians understand that they need hosts to 
help them orient to life here.”  They also recognize 
that the hosting situation is only temporary, and if 
it’s uncomfortable, well…all the more motivation to 
find independence.

I’d say this is true of most guests.  They are polite, 
humble, and grateful to the family who has agreed 
to take them in.

There was more than one case where the Ukrainian 
woman, having arrived with her young child, found 
herself in the home of a single man, who tried on 
the first night to get overly personal.  These fe-
males were immediately removed from the homes 
and taken to a safe location.  Now, we are careful 
about placing women with single men, for both 
party’s sake.

Then there was the host that saw an opportunity 
to make a bit of money, and charged rent and a fee 
for meals before her guest had a chance to secure 
work.  The host/guest relationship is not meant to 
be a business transaction.  While some eventually 
work out a contribution to the overall household 
expenses, the understanding is that there be an 

opportunity for the Ukrainians to get on their own 
feet.  We helped the guest find another home.

Most recently, there has been a problem with a 
woman who jumps from host to host, playing on 
the sympathy of others.  Claiming that she has been 
maltreated by a host who refuses to feed or help 
her in any way, she declares herself to be destitute.   
She asks for money, housing, and transportation 
costs.  When she is pleading her case, she is very 
persuasive, but once she lands in the care of a new 
host, she changes her colours, becoming abusive 
and destructive.  Many have fallen for her con.

Our advice in such a case is to be wary of anyone 
asking for money, and to do a bit more research be-
fore helping “a damsel in distress”.

Misinformation sometimes fuels the conflict.  Some 
guests believe that as hosts we receive money from 
the government and local charities.  In some coun-
tries, hosts do receive a stipend, so I can see how 
this rumour started.  Despite attempts to clarify 
that we do not receive financial support, some be-
lieve hosts are profiting and therefore, should host 
indefinitely.  This is where having set limitations on 
the length of time a guest can stay helps.  Hosts are 
temporary stepping stones, only.

Sometimes, the reason for a hosting situation to 
end is purely a change in circumstance:  a child re-
turns home, money becomes tight, or health con-
cerns change the hosts ability to be charitable.  

Understandably, a host needs to protect their own 
interests first.

Many people ask me the question: “What happens 
if the hosting situation doesn’t work out.”  Hopeful-
ly, this column helps answer that question.  There 
is a reason we call it a host/guest relationship and 
not a landlord/ tenant agreement.   It is not a bind-
ing contract.  It is a compassionate offering to help 
those, who have lost so much, get back on their feet.

I would like to end by emphasizing that the major-
ity of situations result in deeper relations.  We con-
sider so many of the Ukrainians that we have had 
the honour of helping as extended family.

People are people:  all of us flawed in some way.  
The best remedy for avoiding a difficult situation is 
to set clear boundaries, communicate expectations 
in advance, and follow through.

Till next time.

(Reach me at english.knutson@gmail.com)

HOSTING UKRAINE:  What If The Hosting Arrangement Doesn’t Work?

Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later 
appointment times three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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100 ACRE
FARM

FOR SALE BY
TENDER

315831 31st Line, RR #3 Embro

Located on pavement close to Embro,
features 92 workable acres (silt loam), 4

bdrm, farmhouse, and various
outbuildings including newer finishing

barn and 50’x80’ shop.

Open House Nov. 11, 1-4 pm

Tender Closes Nov. 23, 2023

For further information or tender forms:

Waghorn, Stephens, Sipos and Poulton,
Phone: 519-284-3640

email: ben.waghorn@waglaw.net

For Hall Rentals 
call 519-271-5343

Sun. Oct. 08 - Dennis Gri�n, Stratford  $50.00

Mon. Oct. 09 - Jeannie Rae, St. Pauls   $50.00

Tues. Oct. 10 - Jan Parkinson, St. Marys  $50.00

Wed. Oct. 11 - Matthew Schauer, Stratford  $50.00

Thur. Oct. 12 - James Gre, Stratford   $50.00

Fri. Oct. 13 - Shirley Wilhelm, Shakespeare  $50.00

Sat. Oct. 14 - Colleen Hutchison, St. Marys  $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
 www.fraserpaving.ca

Baking ✶ Produce ✶ Breakfast 
Preserves ✶ Youth boothsThe St. Marys Farmers’ Market

Squash, apples and raspberries

Market continues to Oct. 28
 
 

 
Saturdays 8 am to noon at Milt Dunnell Field
      
”

Connect with us for updates!
Thank you to 2023 sponsor National Farmers Union, Perth/Oxford Local

WE WILL BE OPEN 
ON SATURDAYS FROM 8 AM TO 11:30 AMVISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

GRANTHAVEN.COM/ST-MARYS-INDEPENDENT
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THORNDALE
WEEKLY NEWS

THE ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT AND ITS WEEKLY 
“THORNDALE NEWS” IS AVAILABLE WITHIN 
THORNDALE AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:
160 King, ACE Hardware, Nissouri Manor, Sassy’s, Thorndale Community 
Centre, Thorndale Family Restaurant, Thorndale Farm Supplies, Thorndale 
Food Market, Thorndale Pharmacy or online at www.stmarysindy.com

GOT A THORNDALE STORY IDEA OR ADVERTISEMENT? 
CONTACT US AT THORNDALEONTARIONEWS@GMAIL.COM

RUN YOUR THORNDALE 
BASED AD HERE!

Affordable advertising prices to meet every budget!

CONTACT US AT THORNDALEONTARIONEWS@GMAIL.COM

Coming soon….
By Nancy Abra

With the Thorndale Fall Fair now just 
a memory and in the 2023 history 
books, the Thorndale Agricultural So-
ciety have turned their focus on their 
next couple of upcoming community 
events ~ the Seasonal Social on No-
vember 25th and the 2024 Thorndale 
Dinner Theatre. 

The 2024 Thorndale Dinner The-
atre is planned for next February but 
there is a lot to do before then. The 
play ‘Appearing This Evening’, writ-
ten by Anthony Keenleyside, a new 
playwright from the Ottawa area has 
been chosen. The auditions are com-
pleted. And the team of volunteers 
are eager to get things rolling with 
this production.

Kay Rogers, of the Thorndale area, 
will be directing the Thorndale Din-
ner Theatre’s play.  She is no stranger 
to the Thorndale stage and has been 
involved on and off since Thorndale 
Dinner Theatre’s revival in 2007, 
mostly on stage. In 2008 she started 
‘Murder For Hire’, a murder mystery 

dinner theatre troupe which was very 
successful and the following 15 years 
kept her busy with that theatre com-
pany. By day Rogers is a Real Estate 
Appraiser another busy vocation. So, 
feeling the need to slow down some, 
she sold the murder mystery busi-
ness last year. She said that she is not 
ready to completely hang up her the-
atre boots and is looking forward to 
getting more involved in the Thorn-
dale Dinner Theatre.

“Appearing This Evening”, Rogers 
stated, “has a cast of unique and fun 
characters and should appeal to the 
young and old alike. It has an en-
tertaining story which the follow-
ers of the Thorndale Dinner Theatre 
will really enjoy. Our dinner theatre 
has always been a great community 
event,” Rogers added, “and for newer 
residents in Thorndale it is a wonder-
ful opportunity to come out and get 
involved in the community. I am re-
ally excited to be directing the 2024 
Thorndale Dinner Theatre.” 

By Nancy Abra

Every year since 1979, the third week 
in October is designated small busi-
ness week in Canada. This week is to 
celebrate and recognize the impor-
tance of small businesses' contribu-
tion to the economy of Canada and 
their local communities.  

According to December 2021 Gov-
ernment of Canada statistics, there 
are 1.21 million businesses with em-
ployees in Canada. Of that total, 1.19 
million or 97.9% are small businesses 
with 100 or less employees. Breaking 
that down further, 74.1% of that total 
have less than ten employees. More 
than one half of the total of small 
businesses in Canada are concentrat-
ed in Ontario and Quebec. https://is-

ed-isde.canada.ca 

Some say small businesses are the 
backbone of our country as they ben-
efit the community in which they 
operate in many ways. For example, 
small businesses, especially in the 
retail and food service sectors, create 
job opportunities for local young peo-
ple. Small businesses also contribute 
to the local economy. When customers 
patronize local businesses most of the 
money ends up circulating back into 
that community. Usually, the owners 
of these businesses tend to shop lo-
cally also, using local services, all of 
which encourages economic growth 
within that community.

Small businesses also help build the 
community’s identity. Whether they 

are a bakery shop, restaurant, or a 
unique retail store, etc, these small 
businesses are an icon of that com-
munity and part of the local land-
scape. Also, successful small business 
owners incline to be innovative and 
creative entrepreneurs which en-
courages more originality in growth 

within that community but also a 
more diverse marketplace.

For information on the small busi-
nesses in the community of Thorn-
dale, check out https://www.ilovetho-
rndale.ca/businesses/ 

Small Business Week ~ Oct 15-21st

Together with their children 
ROB & SOPHIA SCOTT

would be pleased to have you 
join in celebrating their

50th Wedding Anniversary on  
Saturday, October 21st, 2023

Knights of Columbus Hall 93 
Morgan Street Stratford ON

Open House 2-4 pm
Best Wishes Only

50th Wedding 
Anniversary
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

A telephone

What has a ring 

but no finger?

Jacob Hibbert (4)

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 
appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Riddles
What does a phone 

eat?

Minutes.

What comes down 
but never goes up?

Rain.

What did 
Delaware?

A New Jersey

What do you call a 
person with a tree 

for a briefcase?

A branch manager.

What did the 
calculator say 
to the other 
calculator?

"You can count on 
me"

Why were the 
pirates so good at 

singing?

They were 
working on the 

high Cs.

What do prisoners 
use to call each 

other?

Cell phones.

What did one 
NASCAR driver 
say to the other?

"Do you want to 
crash at my place 

tonight?"

Why do gorillas 
have broad 

fingers?

Because they have 
large nostrils.

Why is a snake 
lucky?

Because you can't 
pull its leg

- Word Search -

Booth Housego
Shiell

Montesi
Bogart

Dashevsky
Hodkinson
J Cornfield
Spagnolo
Voortman
Schiedel

Prendergast
MacQueen Spence

R Cornfield
Sigmon
Barkley
Elzinga
Sullivan

McDougall
Weir

Wilding
Lee

Livermore
Henderson

VandenBrink

ST. MARYS LINCOLNS

Word List

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

Our pet of the week is Millie. She is 
a 10 week old Calico cat that likes 
to sleep all day and play all night. 

Millie would like to wish her owner, 
Shyann Mills a belated happy 

birthday.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is 
pleased to be the sponsor of the 

October Fundraiser for Farley
Did you know that the Farley Foundation assists 
(eligible) low-income pet owners by subsidizing 

the cost of emergent veterinary care?

 ~Helping people, healing pets~

Make your donation in honour of your furry 
friend at our clinic today

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

PET OF THE WEEK

 

 

 

 

 

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com
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Once upon a time much clos-
er to the days of my youth, 
I was checking out of a bed 
and breakfast in Broadway, 
England. My host knew that 
I was flying home to Canada 
later that day. She noticed my 
jacket and dress slacks, and 
said, “You’re dressing for an 
upgrade!”

She was right. In those days, 
if you showed up dressed in 
“business casual” attire, you 
might get moved up to the 
elite seats. 

That was all part of an era 
when air travel was, if not ex-
actly fun, at least tolerable. 
Not a word I would use to de-
scribe the experience today.

Today, it’s tough and demand-
ing. It’s like going to the den-
tist, a good idea, and often 
necessary, but seldom all that 
much fun.

I was thinking about these 
things during a layover in 
Dublin last month. I flew on 
Aer Lingus, and I would have 
to say I enjoyed the flight as 
much as any in the past year. 
I was bound for Bristol, En-
gland, then by car to Wales. 

The folks who arranged my 
trip had scheduled a lengthy 
layover in Dublin airport, and 
I had seven hours to kill. It 
irked me when I discovered 
there was a flight to Bristol 
leaving shortly after our ar-
rival in Dublin. Why was I 
destined to sit for a full work-
ing day in an airport, await-
ing my next, one hour twenty 
minute flight?

Turns out, there was a very 
good reason. Arising from 
which, and departing from my 
usual approach of highlight-
ing a great travel destination 
in this space, I am offering 
three or four tips for travel-
lers.

One: when they offer a lon-
ger layover, take it. Flights 
seldom arrive on time. In my 
case, our flight landed about 
half an hour late. But even if 
you were catching a connect-
ing flight, you had to pass 
through Customs. At 6 a.m., 
or so, there was exactly one 
Customs officer on duty, and 
one problem passenger had 
bunged up the whole system.

I was surrounded by peo-
ple whose connecting flights 
were leaving or had left. 

So don’t mess with short con-
necting times. You may make 
your flight, but more prob-
ably, you may lose hours or 
days because your arrival was 
later than your departure. 
Schedule a few hours at the 
airport and you have a much 
better chance of arriving at 
your eventual destination as 
planned.

Two: Be careful with car-

ry-on. All of my travel-writ-
ing colleagues share one 
conviction… it is better to go 
carry-on. There are just too 
many stories of lost, checked 
luggage. But when you do use 
carry-on only, remember that 
airlines are getting tougher 
about sizes. My favourite car-
ry-on no longer qualifies as 
a carry-on. When I got it, it 
matched acceptable measure-
ments but it no longer fits in 
those metal frames they can 
use to reject over-sized bag-
gage. So yes, carry-on only, 
but keep it small and, if pos-
sible, soft-sided.

Three: Prepare for your air-
port experience. Staffing is 
an issue. This applies to ev-
erything from security to cus-
toms to baggage handlers to 
ground crew. I sat on a plane 
in Bristol for at least twen-
ty minutes until a bus finally 
arrived to take us to the ter-
minal. Again, I heard several 
fellow travellers commenting 
that this wait had disconnect-
ed their connections.

You never know what part of 
your trip is going to take a lot 
of time – check-in, security, 
customs, flight delays, or all of 
the above. So when they say 
be at the airport three hours 
early – in the case of a big air-
port, like Toronto – do it. Of 
course, given what the Brits 
call Sod’s Law, if you do arrive 
three hours early, you’ll prob-
ably be at your gate 20 min-
utes later. I was, both ways 
on this most recent trip. So 
be sure you have something 
to occupy you while you lan-
guish in the waiting area: a 

book, or an e-book, or your 
favourite digital game, or a list 
of 100 emails you have been 
meaning to reply to. Please, 
though, do not take this op-
portunity to phone your deaf 
Uncle Henry. Or find an emp-
ty lounge before you start 
yelling into your phone.

Four: Please avoid Layover 
Hangover. In Toronto, in 
mid-afternoon, I was seated 
across a table from a very nice 
gentleman. He was extremely 
pleasant, if more conversa-
tional than I was hoping for. 
Very conversational in fact. 
Because he was also very 
tipsy. He was chugging back 
glasses of red wine like water 
on a hot day. And he was ded-
icated to the task to the point 
where, when they began to 
board our plane, he ordered 
yet one more glass to down 
before he headed for the gate.

I know that airline staff are 
supposed to reject drunks, 

but this dude was somewhere 
between quite mellow and 
inebriated, and managed to 
make his way onto the plane. 
Where, I am guessing, he had 
another drink or two.

On the plane, I wasn’t seat-
ed anywhere near him. But I 
would not have wanted to be. 
So, as much as I personally 
enjoy a drink (or two), please 
avoid setting yourself up, and 
those seated near you, for a 
layover hangover. 

Flying isn’t as much fun as 
it once was but if we want 
to travel (and I do, I do!), it’s 
usually the only option. So, be 
sensible and proactive. And 
bon voyage! 

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and President 
of the Travel Media Associ-
ation of Canada. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

Making it all worthwhile: while flying is often challenging, the destinations (here, 
the Brecon Beacons in Wales), make it all worthwhile!

The author flew on Aer Lingus, Toronto to Dublin, then Dublin to Bristol, on a plane 
accessed by bus and then a stairway.

Having a pint can be quite pleasant; having seven before board-
ing a plane leads to what the author (shown) calls "Layover Hang-
over", to be avoided for your own good and the good of your 
fellow passengers. (All photos by Paul Knowles)

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Getting prepared for the “airport experience”

By Paul Knowles
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CELEBRATION

Celebration of life for 
Ken Cole of St Marys

October 22/23 at 1:00pm - 4:00pm
at the River Valley Golf Course

IN MEMORIAM

White
In loving memory of David White (Whitey)

June 25, 1986 – October 19, 2023
Remembering you is easy.

We do it every day.
Missing you is heartache,

that never goes away.
Always in our Memories,

Forever in our Hearts.
Loving you always,
Missing you forever,
Your loving family

IN MEMORIAM

WHITE, DAVID
In loving memory of our nephew and cousin David 

White who passed away 
October 19, 2013.

Those we love don’t go away
They walk beside us every day.

Unseen, unheard but always near,
Still loved, still missed and held so dear.
Fondly remembered and forever loved

THE HUGHES FAMILY

THANK YOU

Graham
The family of Ruth Graham would like to express 
a sincere thank you to Andrew L. Hodges Funeral 
Home for all their help and compassion shown 
during a difficult time. Thank you to the Celebrant 
Stephanie Martin for a meaningful service, and 
wonderful tribute, to Tim Horton's for the lovely 
donation to the luncheon, to the Legion ladies for 
providing the luncheon, and to Lyric Florist for the 
beautiful flowers. Thank you to the staff and volun-
teers at Kingsway Lodge, to all family and friends 
and to anyone who made donations in memory of 
Ruth Graham. We are truly grateful. 
The Family of Aunt Ruth Graham

Trevor McKnight

It's been one year since you suddenly left us on 
Oct. 18, 2022.

We love and miss you every day.

Till we meet again

Love Always

Mom, Dad, Shannon

Mary & your sons

Harley & Wyatt & your extended family

IN MEMORIAM

CELEBRATION

60th Wedding Anniversary Open House
for Bev and Isa Rabbets

Sunday, October 22nd
from 2 pm to 4 pm
at St. Marys United Church

Casual dress and best wishes only please!

CELEBRATION

Please join Kim Massey & 
Kim Hopkins

October 28 at the St. Marys Legion to              
celebrate their 65th birthday

Starting at approximately 7 until 11 following 
the meat draw and elimination draw. 
All are welcome to stay and party on!

OBITUARY

Mann
Helene Marie Mann passed away at Kingsway Lodge, 
St. Marys, on October 9, 2032 at the age of 97. Pre-
deceased by her husband Arnold (2009). Helene is 
survived by her sons Rick and Terry, five grandchil-
dren, and three great-grandchildren. Cremation has 
taken place. A private family burial will be in held in St. 
Marys Cemetery at a later date. Memorial donations 
may be made to a charity of choice. Online condolenc-
es at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

Have you been affected by 
someone else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU! 
Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or App Available
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SUBMIT YOUR MEMORIAM, 
THANK YOU, OBITUARY, 

OR ANNOUNCEMENT
Email us at

info@stmarysindependent.com
or call 519-284-0041

St. Marys Independent

LOOKING
BACK

Uniondale Cheese closing
By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1998)

Rhonda and Dan Cousins of St. Marys will be hon-
oured during Canadian Foster Family Week. The 
Cousins have been foster parents for five years. In 
Perth County, approximately 45 families are present-
ly caring for 60 children from newborn to 18 years.

Arthur Meighen School has been added to the Avon 
Maitland District School Board’s possible closure 
list. That disconcerting news was revealed during a 
board meeting last week in Stratford. Downie Cen-
tral near St. Pauls is also on the list.

The Uniondale Cheese Factory, which has operated 
for more than a century, will close at the end of the 
month. There are currently 12 employees at the fac-
tory which makes primarily Italian-style mozzarella 
cheese, along with several specialty cheeses.

50 years ago (1973)

Yoga instruction has been added to the fall recre-
ation program according to Rec. Director Len Love.

From what we can gather, the bid from a London man 
to have the present cab licensing system amended to 
preclude more than one operator in town has been 
turned down by members of Town Council.

Firefighters were called to the home of Eric Taylor, 
Queen St West at 11:40 a.m. on Monday. The damage 
was confined to a fire in a clothes dryer and subse-
quent smoke damage.

75 years ago (1948)

The keen demand for cement brought farm custom-
ers into town as early as 6:20 a.m. on Tuesday morn-
ing for the lineup in front of local supply stores.

Affable citizen Mr. James Savage, who was severe-
ly injured in an accident on the highway east of St. 
Marys some months ago, is now able to be out and 
about the downtown area. He has lost quite a num-
ber of pounds since his mishap but is making good 
progress.

Some folks are thinking seriously of renaming the 
Thames River in St. Marys vicinity, the “Green Riv-
er”, owing to the large amount of a leafy type of al-
gae that covers the surface of the water. This plant 
growth springs from the Avon River and is claimed 
to be due to the effluent from the Stratford Sewage 
disposal plant.

100 years ago (1923)

A number of citizens of St. Marys have formed them-
selves into a committee for the purpose of creating 
what will be known as the Helping Hand Fund, to 
aid our former Street Foreman, Jack Lucas. As the 
citizens well know, he has suffered severely this past 
year at great expense, and is still fighting to regain 
his health.

Yellow and black automobile license plates, a vivid 
yellow background with black, embossed lettering, 
will adorn Ontario’s motor vehicles during the 1924 
season. They will be made by the St. Thomas Sign Co 
and will cost the Government 12 ¾ cents per pair.

It is thought that three of the Kingston Jail break-
ers who recently robbed the Bank of Nova Scotia in 
Toronto were in Aylmer one day the past week and 
worked a day at picking apples.

OBITUARY

Hunter
Marjorie Grace Hunter (Wright) passed away at Wild-
wood Care Centre, St. Marys on October 14, 2023 in 
her 104th year. 
Predeceased by her husband Cliffton William Hunter 
(1954). Mother of Robert, deceased (Joyce), Ronald 
(Bernice), Gail Lamond (Duncan), Edward, deceased, 
Lynda Logan and Louis (Sharon). Survived by grand-
children Jacalyn (John), Lisa (Colin), Jim (Lori), Jane, 
Judy (Brian), Terri (Jim), Joanne, Brenda (Rob), Pen-
ny (William), Stanley, deceased, Janet (Chris), Travis 
(Val), Greg, and Kyle (Teresa), 14 great-grandchildren 
and several great-great grandchildren. Sister of June 
Keller and Barb Whiting (Norm) and predeceased by 
several brothers, sisters, brothers-in-law and sisters-
in-law. Remembered by many nieces and nephews 
and their families. 
Visitation at the Andrew L. Hodges Funeral Home, 47 
Wellington St. S. St. Marys (519-284-2820) on Thurs-
day, Oct 19 from 2 – 5 pm. The Funeral Service will be 
conducted at the ST. MARYS UNITED CHURCH, 85 
Church St. S., St. Marys on Friday, Oct 20, 2023 at 11 
a.m. with Rev. Robert Lawson officiating. Reception in 
the church hall with interment in Exeter Public Cem-
etery to follow. Memorial donations may be made to 
Golden Years Wildwood Care Centre. Online condo-
lences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca 

SPONSORED BY:
McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St E
Founding and Forever partner of 

Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the Stonetown Crier on Page 5
St. Marys Public Library events – See Page 29
Friday, October 20
- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog/sausage lunch – 12 Noon
- Station Gallery reception for new exhibit “Bees and Butterflies” – 1 to 4 pm
- A.N.A.F. meat draw  – 6 pm
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Strathroy Rockets at the PRC – 7:30 pm
Saturday, October 21
- Hazardous & special waste disposal day at the MOC, 408 James St S – 8 am to 
Noon
- St. Marys Farmers Market at Milt Dunnell Field – 8 am to Noon
- Stratford Coin Show at the Quality Inn, Stratford – 9 am to 3 pm
- Apple Self Storage open house – 10 am to 2 pm
- McCully’s Hill Farm Harvest Festival – 10 am to 3 pm
- Station Gallery opening of new exhibit “Bees and Butterflies” – 11 am to 4:30 pm
- Rob & Sophia Scott 50th Anniversary celebration at Knights of Columbus hall, 
Stratford – 2 to 4 pm
- Celebration of Life for Carl Pelkmans at 922849 Road 92, Lakeside – 4 to 7 pm
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 pm
- Emm Gryner concert at Riverwalk Commons – doors open 6 pm, concert 7 pm
- Bob Wilhelm retirement celebration at River Valley Golf – 7 to 11 pm
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Sarnia Legionnaires at Pat Stapleton Arena – 7:30 pm
Sunday, October 22
- McCully’s Hill Farm Harvest Festival – 10 am to 3 pm
- St. Marys Presbyterian Church 175th anniversary service – 10:30 am
- Celebration of Life for Ken Cole at River Valley Golf Course – 1 to 4 pm
- Bev & Isa Rabbets 60th anniversary open house at St. Marys United Church – 2 
to 4 pm
Monday, October 23
- Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance virtual information session – 12 Noon. Call 519-
272-8205 to receive the Zoom link
- St. Marys Community Dinner at the St. Marys United Church – 5 pm. Admission is 
free but donations are greatly appreciated
Wednesday, October 25
- Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance virtual information session – 7 pm. Call 519-272-
8205 to receive the Zoom link
Thursday, October 26
- SMCP Preview performance of “Opening Night” at the Town Hall theatre – 8 pm

THE WEEK AHEADTHE WEEK AHEAD
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICIAN

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

519-284-2221• BINS-R-US
Formerly known as

St. Marys Lugger Service

PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations

MORTGAGE

SENIORS

TRAVEL

TREE SERVICE

CLEANING
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TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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SEAMSTRESS
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INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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MUSIC

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!
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Head O�ce: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 TICO 
#50010159 | Phone: (519) 284-2332

Branch O�ce: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 TICO 

#50025796 | Phone: (226) 333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

My Inspiration, Learning, Enjoyment & Success

LIST WITH CHRIS!

Hiller Realty Brokerage
100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101

Chris Evans, Broker

listwithchris@wightman.ca

Jake Stern
REAL ESTATE BROKER

519-949-8559
#RealEstateJake

FINANCIAL
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YOUR AD 
GOES HERE!

CALL 
519-284-0041

5875 Line 26, Fullarton, On N0K 1H0

519-949-3107
Construction Management

General Contracting

info@jandjconst.com 
www.jandjconst.com

Jonathan 
& James 

Construction Inc.
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HAPPY VALLEY FAMILY HEALTH TEAM
The Happy Valley Family Health Team is a dynamic team of 
professionals including 11 Family Physicians, Dietitian, 
Pharmacist, Mental Health Workers, Addictions Counsellor, 
Nurses, Nurse Practitioners and administrative support.

We are looking for a full-time Administrative Assistant to 
work within our team.  

Competence with Excel, Word and Power-Point using 
Apple computers is necessary. Experience with Telus 
Health EMR is an asset.  Required abilities include time 
management, organization, self-direction and �exibility 
with an ability to work as a professional member of a 
multi-disciplinary team.  The Happy Valley Family Health 
Team has a mandatory vaccine policy.

Please forward resume by October 30th 2023 to:

Happy Valley Family Health Team

Attention: Kimberly Lang, Executive Director

268 Maiden Lane

P.O. Box 1120

St. Marys, ON

N4X 1B7

stmmc@stmmc.ca
Thank you to all applicants who apply.

Only applicants selected for an interview will be contacted.

The Happy Valley Family Health Team welcomes and encourages applications 
from people with disabilities.  Accommodations are available on request for 

candidates taking part in all aspects of the selection process.

Sudoku

Id: 167993

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 26

8 3 5
1 6 2

1 4 7 9 6
9

2 7
7 5 6 8
6 2 1

5 3
9 8 1

Solution
8 6 7 2 9 3 5 1 4

1 9 4 7 5 6 3 2 8

5 3 2 1 4 8 7 9 6

2 1 3 5 8 4 6 7 9

9 4 8 6 2 7 1 3 5

7 5 6 3 1 9 8 4 2

6 2 5 4 3 1 9 8 7

4 8 1 9 7 5 2 6 3

3 7 9 8 6 2 4 5 1

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

CLASSIFIED ADS
Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display 
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call 
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Wanted
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs.  Jazz, Blues, 
Rock, Pop, Fold, Soundtracks, and more.  Selectively buying 
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment.  For 
more information:  Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. 
Stratford/ 226-972-5750

CLASSIFIED ADS

Wanted
A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes. 
Phone 519-284-3774

Wanted to buy
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko 
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.
Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

For Rent
1 Bedroom apartment available Nov. 1 in St. Marys.
Spacious basement apartment with shared laundry.
1 parking spot. $1700 including utilities.
Email faeheywood@hotmail.com for more details.

QUIZ ANSWERS
1)Fluoride

2)Sir Robert Borden

3)1964

4)Albert Einstein

5)500 years

6)Moscow

7)Griffin

8)U2

9)Edvard Munch

10)Brent Butt

Are You A Newcomer 
To The St. Marys Area?
The friends of the library has a FREE Welcome 

Package for you to pick up at the library!
• Phone Book
• Recreation Info
• Health & Wellness

• Gifts + MORE
• Maps
• Local Services

• Coupons

St. Marys Public Library, 15 Church St. 519-284-3346

RUN YOUR 
CLASSIFIED AD 
HERE FOR JUST 
$10 PER WEEK

HELP WANTED

Chartered Professional Accountant 

NOW HIRING
Receptionist/Admin/Clerk

Accounting and tax practice needs a front desk person for 
receptionist and administrative duties as well as input of 
client accounting and tax records, banking, accounts 
receivable, accounts payable, and our in-house accounting.   
As well as keep supplies stocked and cleaning duties.

This position has generally flexible hours July through 
January, and full-time February to June with extended 
hours throughout our busy season.  This role is a contract.

The successful candidate must be friendly and personable, 
professional, detail oriented, good with numbers, and have 
strong computer skills, good organization skills, and able to 
multi-task in fast-paced environments. The position 
requires someone who is self-motivated, and able to work 
both independently and as part of a team.

Outlook and Excel and Word knowledge is required.  
Working knowledge of Simply Accounting, Quickbooks, 
and basic accounting knowledge would be considered 
strong assets, although we are willing to train the right 
person.  

Being able to maintain the absolute privacy and 
confidentiality of client matters is paramount.

Willing to start immediately, or for the right person within 
two weeks.

Please drop off your resume at Daryl McClure & 
Co CPA Professional Corporation 

119 Water St S, St. Marys, or email to 
success@mcclureandco.com, or fax to 

519-284-2878.

 No phone calls please.

We thank you for your interest, but only those selected 
for an interview will be contacted.

Radar Auto Parts has a full-time position open 
in our St. Marys location. 

Currently looking for a driver/counter opportunity. 
Looking for a team player.

Please send resume to Radar Auto Parts, 
395 Queen Street in St. Marys.

HAPPY VALLEY FAMILY HEALTH TEAM
The Happy Valley Family Health Team is a dynamic team of 
professionals including 11 Family Physicians, Dietitian, 
Pharmacist, Mental Health Workers, Addictions Counsellor, 
Nurses, Nurse Practitioners and administrative support.

We currently have an opening for:

CASUAL REGISTERED PRACTICAL NURSE
This position requires the ability to multi-task in a fast 
paced environment and excellent communication skills. 
The Happy Valley Family Health Team has a mandatory 
vaccine policy. 

Please forward resume by October 30th 2023 to:

Happy Valley Family Health Team

Attention: Kimberly Lang, Executive Director

268 Maiden Lane

P.O. Box 1120

St. Marys, ON

N4X 1B7

stmmc@stmmc.ca
Thank you to all applicants who apply.

Only applicants selected for an interview will be contacted.

The Happy Valley Family Health Team welcomes and encourages applications 
from people with disabilities.  Accommodations are available on request for 

candidates taking part in all aspects of the selection process.
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2023 Bronco Sport

3.99% up to 72 months

2024 Edge 2023 Escape 2023 F150 2023 Explorer

1980’s 2020’s

THE PARTS, SERVICE, SALES & ADMINISTRATION TEAM 
IS LOOKING FOR YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW!

PURCHASE A NEW VEHICLE WITH GREAT DEALS! LIMITED TIME ONLY

SERVICE TEAM 
LEADER

Positive personality

Previous experience

Work with a great team!

SENIOR ACCOUNTING 
/BOOKKEEPER

Accounting experience required

Work in a great community

Provide positive team growth

Declan

Larry

Chad

Marg

Scott

Brian

Jaimie Jeremy   Gracie   Allison   Doug   Greg   Chris   Krista   Brendan   Pat   Aislinn   James   
Don   Tom   Bryan   Ang   Kipp   You!  Send your resume to krista@stmarysford.com

Mike 

Steve

Paul

Bill

Jen

Greg

Brad

2.99% up to 72 months
on most

1.99% up to 60 months

SUPPORTING

on most
4.99% up to 72 months

on most

0.99% up to 60 months
on select


