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Fire Prevention Week runs from October 8 to 14 and 
the St. Marys Fire Department is sending the im-
portant message of “Cooking Safety Starts with You. 
Pay attention to fire prevention”.

“This year’s focus is cooking safety” says Fire Chief 
Richard “Andy” Anderson. “Our goal is to educate 
the public about simple but important steps they 
can take to help reduce the risk of fires when cook-
ing at home, keeping themselves and those around 
them safe.” 

According to National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA), cooking is the leading cause of home fires, 
with nearly half (49 percent) of all home fires in-
volving cooking equipment; cooking is also the lead-
ing cause of home fire injuries. Unattended cooking 
is the leading cause of home cooking fires and re-
lated deaths. 

“The St. Marys Fire Department wants our citizens 
to be more aware of when and where cooking haz-
ards exist, along with ways to prevent them,” said 
Fire Chief Richard “Andy” Anderson. “This year’s 
Fire Prevention Week campaign will work to pro-
mote tips, guidelines, and recommendations that 
can help significantly reduce the risk of having a 
cooking fire.”

The following are important cooking safety rules 
that everyone should follow:

- Always keep a close eye on what you’re cooking. 
For foods with longer cook times, such as those that 

By Stewart Grant

Apart from the availability of suffi-
cient childcare, it was a mostly pos-
itive report to Town Council last 
Tuesday as Director of Community 
Services Stephanie Ische reviewed 
usage figures of various town-offered 

services.

Quarry attendance for the year was 
an impressive 27,873. While this 
number did not quite match the 2022 
record total of 31,793, Ische was 
pleased with the total given the large 
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Coldwell Banker A�liates of Canada

Julien Polidoro

FREEThursday, October 5, 2023Issue #1179

Continued on page 2Continued on page 6

Thanks to the efforts of the St. Marys BIA Beautification Committee, a nice touch of 
autumn colour has been added to the grey sidewalks of the downtown. Pictured above 
on Tuesday morning is BIA board member Dan Troyer, in front of the former “Buck or 
Two” location at 125 Queen Street East. Troyer says that this seasonal effort is just 
one of many strategies that are being planned by the Beautification working group that 
consists of Cathie Szmon (Peak Realty), Shelley Bonnett (Lauren Whitney), Chantal 
Lynch (Hyggeligt Fabrics), Lisa Fewster (The Wine Lab), and Chaire Chapple (The Yoga 
Chapple). The porch packages around the downtown were completed by Green Haven 
Garden Designs and the street pots were provided by the new owners of the Flower 
Shop and More. (Stewart Grant photo)

Black’s Financial Services

TERM
1 year
3 years
5 years

GIC
5.92
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5.72

GIC INSURED
*All rates subject

to change without
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Call us for details 519.284.1340

Black’s Financial Services

Are you taking advantage of the TFSA?
1 YR 5.60 - 3 YR 5.50 - 5 YR 5.10

For more products and 
Financial Advice call us today!

*All rates subject to change without notice*

Saturday Oct. 7
Thanksgiving Tourney
18 holes, cart & dinner
(Ham and scallops)
$60 per person

Friday 9 & Dine
(Wings and fries)

Happy Thanksgiving!

www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

Call us for inquiries at 

519.225.2329

St. Marys firefighters spread the 
message of “Cooking Safety Starts 
With You” 

2019 RAM 1500 SLT CREW CAB 4X4 HEMI
2019 Ram 1500 SLT Crew Cab 4x4 Hemi

Includes tow pkg. including tow mirrors, brake controller, 
hitch, anti-spin differential, remote start, luxury and 

protection pkg., rear sensors, alum. wheels, bluetooth, 
backup camera, deep tinted glass, spray in liner, power 

sliding rear window, air, hemi v8, 8 sp. auto & more.

Certified, hst & licensing extra$33,995
AllRoads.ca | 519-284-3308
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A Bale or Two makes 
quite a difference

Participation up for most 
Town-offered services

Several exciting 
events and activities 
planned for Fire 
Prevention Week
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The Town of St. Marys is encouraging 
charitable, non-profit and volunteer 
organizations, sports groups and ser-
vice clubs to apply for its Community 
Grant Program. Eligible applicants 
could receive up to $5,000 cash or 
$2,000 of in-kind funding for their 
project, event, or initiative.

Past grant recipients have included St. 
Marys Community Dinners, the Kins-
men Club of St. Marys, the Thames 
River Clean Up, the St. Marys Curling 
Club, the Piecemaker Quilt Show, and 

many others.

Interested applicants should review 
the Town’s Community Grant Policy 
and application form at www.townof-
stmarys.com/grants. Eligible projects 
must support one of the following pil-
lars of the Town’s Strategic Plan: cul-
ture and recreation, balanced growth, 
economic development, and housing.

Applicants must be located in or pro-
vide services to the St. Marys commu-
nity. External applicants will only be 

considered if they can clearly show 
that any funding received will have 
a direct, positive impact on St. Marys. 
All applicants are required to demon-
strate financial need and proof that 
other funding sources have been con-
sidered.

The deadline to apply is November 30, 
2023. Council will make all funding 
decisions after the 2024 budget pro-
cess. Decisions will be made based on 
local needs and priorities, the Town’s 
strategic goals and the approved mu-

nicipal budget.

Organizations that receive funding in 
2023 are reminded to submit the re-
quired documents for the 2023 grant 
when submitting their application for 
2024.

Questions and/or completed appli-
cations should be directed to Denise 
Feeney, Deputy Treasurer, at 519-
284-2340, ext. 238 or dfeeney@town.
stmarys.on.ca.

Town encouraging charitable and volunteer 
groups to apply for community grants

are simmering or baking, set a timer 
to help monitor them carefully.

- Clear the cooking area of combusti-
ble items and keep anything that can 
burn, such as dish towels, oven mitts, 
food packaging, and paper towels.

- Turn pot handles toward the back 
of the stove. Keep a lid nearby when 
cooking. If a small grease fire starts, 
slide the lid over the pan and turn off 

the burner.

- Create a “kid and pet free zone” of 
at least three feet (one meter) around 
the cooking area and anywhere else 
hot food or drink is prepared or car-
ried.

The St. Marys Fire Department has 
organized a variety of events and ac-
tivities for Fire Prevention Week: 

October 12: Sparky Visit and Swag 
Bag Booth

Stop by Your Independent Grocer St. 
Marys from approximately 10:00 a.m. 
until 2:00 p.m. and get a reusable St. 
Marys Fire Department bag (with im-
portant fire safety information and 
swag). Meet firefighters, see Sparky 
and get a photo with one of the St. 
Marys fire trucks! 

October 14: St. Marys Fire Depart-
ment Open House

Members of the St. Marys Fire De-
partment are excited to host the en-
tire community for an open house 
event. Firefighters will open the doors 
from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Enjoy sta-

tion tours, fire truck and equipment 
demonstrations, new inflatable fire 
safety house, fire prevention display, 
the Stratford Police, Community Out-
reach "I’ve Got Your Back 911", three 
delicious food vendors (Campbells 
Catering, Donut Diva and Pierogi 
Queen), refreshments and a chance to 
meet the local firefighters and Sparky 
too!

For more information on Fire Preven-
tion Week 2023, visit the Town’s web-
site (townofstmarys.com/firepreven-
tionweek), Facebook page (facebook.
com/stmarysontario) and Twitter ac-
count (twitter.com/townofstmarys).

Several exciting events and activities planned for 
Fire Prevention Week

 Ph: 519-284-1302 | info@harrisgreigauto.com  
Hours: M-Th 8-5:30, Fri 8-5  |  402 Queen Street W., St. Marys, ON

 Full automotive repair services
 Diagnostics       Alignments 
 Safeties       Tire Sales 
 Honest and Friendly Service

Please book ahead for your winter 
tire installation
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1 Gig of Fibre
All the Devices
In Your Home+

A fast, reliable connection
on every single device

Speeds up to

*Where technology permits.

TELECOM DONE RIGHT SINCE 1924

Fibre internet from 
Quadro 

Communications 
connects every 
device in your 

home (even during 
peak hours, like 

homework time!) 
without 

slowdowns.
MAKE THE SWITCH TODAY

1-800-265-4983
QUADRO.NET

*

Visit us at Stratford Kia

Sales, Service and Parts

2024 Kia Soul2023 Kia Sorento

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2023 EV6

New inventory 
landing daily reserve 

yours today!
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The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

You’re braver than you 
believe, stronger than 
you seem, and smarter 

than you think.

There is always 
light. If only we're 

brave enough to see 
it. If only we're brave 

enough to be it.

Education is the most 
powerful weapon 

which you can use to 
change the world.

It is often the small 
steps, not the giant 

leaps, that bring 
about the most lasting 

change.
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Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Can’t wait to hear 

Taylor Swift’s 

football-themed 

album next year.
It looks like Trump 

Tower might soon just 

be named Tower.

By Stewart Grant

At the recent Town Council meeting 
of September 28, Library CAO Sarah 
Andrews and Library Board Chair 
Cole Atlin had the opportunity to 
present on the topic of how libraries 
contribute to community.

In the case of St. Marys Public Li-
brary, its impact on the community is 
incredibly meaningful and varied.

Andrews recalled that one of the 
key strategic pillars of the library is 
“building strong communities”, and it 
does that by being a welcoming pub-
lic place where residents can congre-
gate and provide social support every 
day but also during times of need. 
The proof is the numbers: in the pe-
riod since January 1, 2022, St. Marys 
Public Library has welcomed 58,494 
people through its doors.

Libraries are also designed to be 
“Opportunity Institutions”. At St. 
Marys Public Library, Andrews spoke 
of their goal of “engaging and sup-
porting lifelong learning”, and this is 
done at both the library and through 
the Adult Learning Program of Perth. 
Examples of these services include 
learning sessions, access to technol-
ogy and collections, and programs 
and services including the Ukrainian 
Mentorship program and the Food 
Pantry.

Of course, libraries are traditionally 
known as “holders of valuable col-
lections”. In the case of St. Marys 
Public Library, some 142,082 items 
have been loaned out to the com-
munity since January 2022. Not just 

books, but items which can promote 
local cultural experiences such as the 
lending of parks and museum pass-
es… or even kayaks!

The library provides meeting space – 
an opportunity for people to connect. 
It can be a place not just to read or 
to study, but to enjoy games and puz-
zles with others, be social and find 
support. Our library also provides 
access to guest speakers, collections 
and programs to engage people with 
their own culture and expose them to 
other cultures. It is also a place where 
people can find connections to other 
town services.

As a Carnegie Library, this institution 
in town doubles as a helpful resource 
for tourists as well as being a tour-
ist destination itself. During the re-
cent Doors Open, an impressive 278 
guests passed through the hallways 
of the St. Marys Public Library.

Our library helps build skills through-
out a lifetime. For child development, 
it hosts preschool programs, EarlyON 
programming, reading programs, lit-
erary supports and more. Later in life, 
it remains a destination for building 
skills, whether it be through ways 
such as language learning software, 
writing and book clubs, the maker-
space service, Ukrainian Mentorship 
program, Living Library events and 
the Cookbook Club.

As Cole Atlin summarized, our li-
brary is “much more than just a col-
lection of books”. If you haven’t vis-
ited the St. Marys Public Library in 
recent years, you might be surprised 
at everything that is offered.

Our library is “much more 
than just a collection of books”

Quote of the Week
"But if I'm sitting down, and that boat's going down, and I'm on top of a 
battery, and the water starts flooding in, I'm getting concerned. But then I 
look 10 yards to my left, and there's a shark over there. So I have a choice of 
electrocution or shark, you know what I'm gonna take? Electrocution. I will 
take electrocution every single time."

Donald Trump, weighing in on the safety of electric-powered boats at a 
campaign rally in Iowa on Sunday

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have 1 Bravo this week.

1) Bravo for the cornstalks, bales of 
straw, pumpkins and huge pots of 
mums beside the benches in the down-
town area.  What a great idea to dress 
up the front of 125 Queen st (formerly 
Buck or Two) which has been vacant 
for years.  It makes for a much more 
positive shopping experience.

We have 1 Boo this week.

1) Last week while enjoying the nice 
weather, we drove down to the flats.  
There we witnessed a man along the 
other side of the river, throwing his 
yard waste and cut branches down the 
riverbank and into the Thames River.  
Was very discouraging to see! Imagine 
if we all threw our yard and tree waste 
into our beautiful Thames River.
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REALLYGREATSITE.COM

BADMINTON 

townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

STONETOWNSTONETOWN  
CRIERCRIER The latest municipal news

from the Town of St. Marys

Contact us
519-284-2340 
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca

SHOWER PROGRAM

This program provides free showers to
those in need.  Showers are private,
secure and accessible for individuals of
all abilities.

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

Thursdays, 9 AM - 1 PM | Pyramid Centre

ST. JOHN AMBULANCE
BABYSITTNG BASICS

townofstmarys.com/earlyon or 226-374-6544

ST. JOHN AMBULANCE HOME
ALONE COURSE

POOL RENTALS

townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

Adults (14+) can join badminton at St.
Marys D.C.V.I on Wednesday evenings

starting September 13 from 7 to 9 PM. A
one-time membership fee of only $20 is

required to join.

Oct. 22, 9 AM to 4 PM | Pyramid Centre

townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

October 21, 9 AM - 3 PM | Pyramid Centre

This course is designed to equip kids
with the skills and confidence they need
to be on their own.

This course teaches youth aged 11- 15
all they need to know to care for

younger kids.

Have an upcoming birthday? Make a
splash and rent the Aquatics Centre  pool

for your next event!

Pyramid Recreation Centre

COMMUNITY —
Fall water flushing 
scheduled for Oct. 3 to 27

The Town of St. Marys will be performing fall water main and hydrant flushing from 
October 3 to 27, 2023. Flushing Schedule:
October 3 to 6, 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., area north of Trout Creek and east of the 
Thames River
October 10 to 13, 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., area west of the Thames River
October 15, 6:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m., Queen Street East (downtown core)
October 16 to 20, 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., area south of Trout Creek from the Thames 
River to James Street, including James Street South
October 23 to 27, 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., area south of Trout Creek and east of 
James Street 

Bryn Luckhardt, N.P.D
519-272-3408 • bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com

www.luckhardtlandworks.com
ST. MARYS, ONTARIO

CALL US FOR YOUR DEMOLITION, BULLDOZING 
& CONCRETE BREAKING NEEDS
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COMMUNITY —

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

1)In what year 
was the flip phone 
invented?

2)The bassoon 
belongs to which 
instrument family?

3)True or False. The 
color red is made up 
of shorter wavelengths than blue.

4)What is the largest island in the world by 
area?

5)How many gold medals does Michael 
Phelps have?

6)What country is the biggest polluter?

7)Who wrote “The Great Gatsby”?

8)What is the most dangerous jellyfish?

9)The currency used in Israel is known as 
what?

10)What type of tree produces acorns?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

Our senior of the week is Evelyn Matthison.
Evelyn will be celebrating her 100th birthday on 

October 28, 2023. She is the mother of four children, 9 
grandchildren and 20 great grandchildren and loves 
being involved in their lives. She lived on the family 

farm near Avonton, then St. Marys, the village of 
Avonton, in Stratford and now is at Kingsway Nursing 

Home. Evelyn always carries a deck of cards with 
her and is ready to play a game of euchre, crib or any 
card game with family and friends.  At Kingsway she 

loves going to all their wonderful programs, especially 
anything to do with music.
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amount of rain days experienced this summer. She 
shared that the three top attendance days this year 
at the Quarry were Saturday, July 22 (837 patrons), 
Sunday, August 20 (797) and Sunday, September 3 
(831).

At the St. Marys Museum, Ische reported that at-
tendance is starting to resemble pre-COVID levels. 
In August alone, 768 patrons visited the Museum, 
with 54 locals and 106 tourist taking part in muse-
um tours.

A few of the many other positive highlights includ-
ed:

-Attendance of 475 (and $1,272 raised) for the 
Melodies at the Museum series in August.

-Increased participation in PRC Summer Camp, 
with 350 children this year versus 308 in 2022.

-Improvement in canteen utilization at both the 
PRC and the Quarry. This includes a successful 
partnership with New Orleans Pizza which result-
ed in 3,522 slices being sold at the Quarry alone. 
Total Quarry canteen revenue outpaced 2022 lev-
els by $5,379.

-Bookings at the PRC have been very strong. With 
ice allocation complete, there are only 5 hours of 
prime time left – setting a record for the most ice 
sold. In addition, PRC room rental bookings have 
increased. Swim-or-skate birthday rentals are 
catching on, there are a number of public skates 
scheduled, and there are 20 large rentals at the 
PRC between now and the end of the year – some 
of which are multiday rentals.

-An average of 30 children per day at the Youth 
Centre since it opened for the season on Septem-
ber 11.

-A record high of 465 swim lesson registrants for 
this fall

On the negative side, the Child Care waitlist main-
tained by the town is up to 459, which includes 179 
infants, 135 toddlers, and 88 preschoolers. This is 
not a problem unique to St. Marys as it remains a 
significant challenge to secure enough Early Child-
hood Educators (ECEs) to meet the growing need.

“We are working with the City of Stratford to come 
up with solutions,” said Ische. “We’re going to be 
looking at different programs in the future,” refer-
ring to strategies to increase the number of home-
grown qualified ECEs.

Demonstrating the various layers of the issue, 
Councillor Marg Luna asked Ische, “of those 459 
children on the list, if staffing wasn’t an issue, how 
many could you accommodate?”

Ische replied, “We’re full. We have zero space right 
now. We have 88 spaces within our current child-
care centre. If we were to build another centre, you 
could maybe put another 100 spots in, but with an-
other 100 spots you’re going to need 35 staff. So 
those are the types of things to look at. It’s not a 
quick fix. We are meeting with Stratford regular-
ly… we know people are struggling and we know 
people need care, and people are desperately try-
ing to work on it. We’re not the only location expe-
riencing this, it is everybody around us, it is not St. 
Marys specific.”

Participation up for most 
Town-offered services
Continued from page 1
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COMMUNITY —
1953 graduates meet at 
Social 31

There is nothing better than catching up with friends that you have known for 
years and years.  This group of ladies were in the graduating class of 1953 togeth-
er in St. Marys and decided many years ago to start getting together yearly. They 
just recently met for the 28th time at Social 31. They all agree that they would like 
to keep it going as long as they can even though they are a little separated by lo-
cation. Pictured, from left, Helen (Holden) Bendall, Rhoda (Nixon) Bramhill, Muriel 
(Routly) Howlett, Barbara (Vanstone) Fewster, Noreen (King) Switzer, Ruth (Harris) 
Ridley, Beth (Turner) Mossey.  (Contributed photo)

All Wheels Park donation 
of the week

Special thank you to Mayor Al Strathdee and his wife Gloria for their  generous do-
nation to the Rotary All Wheels Park which is rapidly taking shape on James Street 
south. Community support continues to be marvelous. Please visit our website 
where all donations are listed. www townofstmarys.com/allwheelspark
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By Rachel Atkinson

During their September 20th meet-
ing, the Community Policing Advisory 
Committee (CPAC) had an interesting 
discussion about traffic safety, with 
much focus on the intersection of 
Jones and Church Street.

Jed Kelly, Director of Public Works, 
presented a report during the meet-
ing that included details regarding 
the Road Network Safety Plan, which 
Kelly described as a “toolkit” that pro-
vides different options for solutions. 
These solutions include what would 
be considered “passive outcomes” or 
things that would not change the traf-
fic flow in St. Marys, such as warning 
signage and speed reductions.

He went on to explain how adding 
a stop sign at the top of Jones Street 
would not be considered a passive 
outcome, but rather a more inva-
sive approach since it would involve 
changing the design and adding a 
new traffic control. “Those invasive 
type things have effects that just rip-
ple out through the road network,” 
Kelly stated.

According to the radar signs, speed 
does not seem to be the issue in this 
area. Based on Stratford Police data, 
most of the incidents are due to a fail-
ure to yield.

When discussing the possibility of a 
stop sign being added to the top of the 
hill, Councillor Marg Luna expressed 
some concern about this location 
during the winter and how it could be 
unsafe, suggesting that Jones Street 
Hill should only go one way. Jeff Wolfe, 
Infrastructure Services Manager and 
Project Lead on the Road Network 
Safety Plan, commented saying that 

this would be changing the road net-
work and the way it operates, which 
would require a third party to assess 
the impacts.

Some interesting points were brought 
up regarding locals avoiding the area 
completely since it is known to be 
difficult for driving; not only because 
of the yield sign, but also visibility is-
sues due to a large old tree and other 
vegetation. Removal of this tree was 
added to the list of possible solutions.

Though there are many factors to 
consider when it comes to this diffi-
cult area for traffic safety, the main 
takeaway from police data is that 
failing to yield is the primary source. 
Some CPAC members felt as though 
a stop sign would be a clear-cut solu-
tion to this.

Mayor Strathdee stated that he feels 
strongly that they need a stop sign 
in that location. “I think for us to say 
we’re not going to put a stop sign 
there is ignoring what the data is tell-
ing us. I think people make choices 
whether they go up the hill or not.”

Concerns surrounding the stop sign 
causing safety issues, especially in 
the winter, were addressed. Jeff Wolfe 
stated that “It’s possible by putting 
a stop sign on, we could have more 

fender benders where somebody 
rolls back into somebody behind 
them, however the risk of that type of 
incident, maybe it’s higher than what 
we’ve been experiencing, but it’s not 
a T-bone accident where you have a 
high risk of a real serious injury.”

Another interesting perspective was 
brought to the table when discuss-
ing the addition of a stop sign. The 
stop sign may cause the intersection 
to be more frustrating for people to 

use, therefore in the winter, drivers 
may decide to use Park Street instead 
of Jones Street. The stop sign could 
deter people from using that inter-
section altogether, especially during 
poor driving conditions.

The CPAC have compiled a list of op-
tions for council to review. The op-
tions include advanced warning sig-
nage — hidden intersection signage, 
removal of Church Street on-street 
parking space in proximity to the in-
tersection, removal of trees in prox-
imity to the intersection, removal of 
hedges and vegetation, and lastly, 
converting Jones Street eastbound 
from a yield condition to a stop con-
dition.

The subject is set to go to council on 
October 10th. The next CPAC meeting 
is scheduled for October 18th. Meet-
ings are open to the public and can be 
viewed on the Town’s YouTube page.

Stop sign may be the answer for a safer St. Marys 
intersection

MICHELLEWRIGHT
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Direct: 519.453.1024    
Michelle@yourwrighthome.ca

I’m not just a Realtor® , I am also your neighbour. 
Always here to chat whether you are thinking of 
buying, selling, investing, or just need some Real 
Estate advice. I look forward to hearing from you! 

For absolutely no cost or obligation at all.

I C O N S  &  S O C I A L  M E D I A  L O G O S  F O R  B U S I N E S S  C A R D

I C O N S  &  S O C I A L  M E D I A  L O G O S  F O R  B U S I N E S S  C A R D

Find out what your
HOME IS WORTH! 

CONTACT US TO
RESERVE YOUR DATE

www.tuttco.ca 226-301-4919

Small groups

Restaurant buy-outs

Absolutely delicious festivities!
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SPONSORED BY:
McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St E
Founding and Forever partner of 

Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the Stonetown Crier on Page 5
Thorndale Library events – See Page 25
Friday, October 6
- A.N.A.F. meat draw  – 6 pm
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Komoka Kings at the PRC – 7:30 pm
Saturday, October 7
- River Valley Thanksgiving Tourney, call 519-225-2329 for details
- St. Marys Farmers Market at Milt Dunnell Field – 8 am to Noon
- McCully’s Hill Farm Harvest Festival – 10 am to 3 pm
- Apple Self Storage Fall open house – 10 am to 2 pm
- North Nissouri Church Thanksgiving Bazaar – 11 am to 2 pm
- Ken & Cheryl Firby anniversary open house at the Masonic Hall – 1 to 4 pm
- Joyce McKay 95th Birthday Celebration at Riverwalk Commons – 2 to 4 pm
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 pm
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Strathroy Rockets at the West Middlesex Memorial Centre 
– 7:30 pm
Sunday, October 8
- McCully’s Hill Farm Harvest Festival – 10 am to 3 pm
Tuesday, October 10
- Community Dinner at the St. Marys United Church – 5 pm, Sponsored by Trouw 
Nutrition. Admission is free but donations are greatly appreciated
Wednesday, October 11
- Giving Tuesday information night at St. Marys United Church – 6 to 8 pm
- St. Marys Lincolns vs LaSalle Vipers at the Vollmer Culture Rec Complex – 7 pm
Thursday, October 12
- St. Marys Fire Department Sparky Visit at The Independent Grocer – 10 am to 
2 pm

THE WEEK AHEADTHE WEEK AHEAD

This October the St. Marys Fire Department 
is pleased to announce Connor Byers as its 
“Firefighter of the Month”. Byers joined the St. 
Marys Fire Department as a firefighter in 2021. 

“Firefighter Connor Byers was selected as 
Firefighter of the Month for his tenacious 
drive to better himself though continuing edu-
cation,” said Fire Chief Richard “Andy” Ander-
son. “He takes every opportunity to learn and 
develop into a top performer as a firefighter.  
He is a member of the Ice/Swiftwater Res-
cue “Go Team.” It’s a very important position 
to hold because of its unique challenges and 
technical training that is required to perform 
the duties and responsibilities under extreme 
conditions.”

“I became interested in becoming a firefighter 
while looking for a great career with near un-
limited learning potential. After going through 
one of the fire academy programs in Texas, I 
decided that it is what I'm looking for,” says 
Byers.

“Firefighters train on average four times a 
month for a total of eight hours, in addition 
they attend scheduled department weekend 
training,” says Byers.” “Firefighters are also 
provided with the opportunity to attend Re-

gional Training Centre’s, hosted by neighbour-
ing municipalities to further their interests in 
Fire Prevention, Public Education, Company 
Officer and other specialized (e.g., water/ice 
rescue) programs.”

The department's Fire Chief develops a strate-
gic training plan for each calendar year focus-
ing on the components set by the Ontario Fire 
Marshal’s Office and the Ontario Fire College 
firefighter curriculum.  

“Over the last few years, we've seen a lot of 
new technology and tools coming into the fire 
service,” said Byers. “We are now entering a 
new era of the next generation of firefighter 
safety tools. With these changes we learn to 
accept and adapt from our old ways of doing 
things.”  

Connor grew up in Antigonish, Nova Scotia, 
and has been living in St. Marys for three years. 
Off duty, Byers spends a lot of time at the gym, 
trying out new cooking recipes, seeing friends 
and family, and walking his dog, Mia.

“Byers is a hardworking firefighter you can al-
ways count on to take care of members of the 
community as well as other members of the 
department,” said Deputy Fire Chief Kevin Ed-
wards. “He is a great guy to have on our team.” 

Firefighter Connor Byers named Firefighter of the 
Month for October

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN 
THE INDEPENDENT

CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM

BENCHMARK REAL ESTATE
SERVICES CANADA INC., BROKERAGE

178 Queen Street East, St. Marys

Sunday October 8th - 1-3

 

  

OPEN HOUSE

  

Thinking of Selling?
Don’t miss out - Book your Fall Listing appointment 

today and receive a complimentary evaluation of 
your property

www.benchmark-realestate.ca

519-870-5333Jeff Hiscock
BROKER

Tel: 
Hiscock.jeff@gmail.com

Marty Thomson
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Tel: 519-318-7584
marty@martythomson.com

211 Huron Street South, St. Marys
$499,900

121 Queen St E, St. Marys
$895,000

FOR SALE
BUILDING ONLY
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Lindsay Pickering
519-276-9959

www.lindsaypickering.ca
lindsaypickering22@gmail.com

The Independent Sports is brought to you by

By Spencer Seymour

After a three-game winning streak to 
start the year, the St. Marys Lincolns 
suffered their first loss of the regular 
season, dropping last Friday’s game to 
the LaSalle Vipers by a score of 4-1.

The story of the game surrounded the 
compete levels of both teams. In the 
first 20 minutes, the Lincolns largely 
controlled the play with the Vipers 
struggling to find their footing in the 
opening period. In the second and 
third, LaSalle’s game plan of being 
gritty and hard to play against was 
executed to a tee, with the Lincolns 
struggling to respond to the hard-
fought battle in which they now found 
themselves.

Head Coach Jeff Bradley indicated 
that, in his mind, the ultimate differ-
ence in who won and who lost was 
who battled harder.

“We have to compete,” said Bradley, 
speaking on what the team needs to 
change ahead of their next game. “I 
would put our skill level and depth 
up against anybody, but to me, LaSalle 
looked like a team that was extremely 
driven and motivated to beat us. If we 
want to earn the right to be called the 
top team, we have to compete the way 
LaSalle did. We know we’re going to 
get the best of every team we play so 
we have to make sure we can battle 
that.”

The Lincs got off to a much quicker 
start than the Vipers with Jaden Lee 
scoring his third goal of the season 
just nine seconds into the first peri-
od on a swift backhand-to-forehand 
move after driving the net. Both Owen 
Voortman and Jacob Montesi picked 
up their first point of the season with 
an assist on the goal. Even though the 
shots were recorded as 11-8 in favour 
of LaSalle, the play in the first was 
largely dictated by St. Marys, which 
Bradley noted in his post-game com-
ments.

“I was really happy with our first pe-
riod. I thought we played really well. 
It was unfortunate that we couldn’t 
score more than we did but I thought 
we dominated the play. But, in the 
second period, I thought they gave a 
bit more effort and we gave a little bit 
less, which evened things out. Them 
scoring late in the period put us back 
on our heels and we were expecting 

a bit of a pushback in the third that 
didn’t come.”

“We have a very good team in terms 
of character but I think things have 
been going well for us in practice and 
in games,” Bradley continued. “Our 
system play, our work ethic, and our 
compete have all been good so far, but 
as a result of those things, I think it 
felt like good things had been coming 
a little easy for us which ultimately 
came back to bite us against LaSalle.”

The Vipers came out with a renewed 
focus on their gritty strategy but the 
game remained 1-0 in favour of the 
Lincolns until the final minute when 
Nicholas Graneiro potted his third of 
the campaign with just 19 seconds left 
in the period.

In the third, LaSalle scored two goals 
in three minutes and 40 seconds to 
make it 3-1, both on speedy rushes 
down the wing, first by Connor Char-
trand followed by Patrick McManus. 
Adrian Manzo added an empty-netter 
at the 17:36 mark of the final frame.

Bradley admitted that the result was 
disappointing but also recognized that 

games like last Friday’s can provide 
valuable learning opportunities to a 
team.

“It sucks because we obviously want-
ed to win that game, just like we want 
to win every game. We wanted to 
maintain the record we had and pick 
up another two points. In the grand 
scheme of things, it’s one game and we 
can either learn from it or get down on 
ourselves and I think, with the strong 
character we have in our room, I think 
it will be a learning experience.”

“Winning a hockey game, especially 
against an opponent like that, is never 
easy. Nothing worth doing ever is. We 
will look at what went wrong, how to 
change it, and work to change it be-
fore the next game. We definitely had 
some positives, but we didn’t have 
enough to win the game.”

One of those positives that Bradley 
mentioned was the line of Wes Wild-
ing, Colton Henderson, and Jimmy 
Schiedel. In a game in which compete 
level was, at times, an issue, that trio 
was widely praised for their tireless 
battling and checking on both sides of 

the pick.

“Wes, Colton, and Jimmy were awe-
some,” raved Bradley. “All three guys 
worked hard and played very respon-
sible games. Wes is a really receptive 
player. You tell him something he 
could do a bit better or change and he 
goes out and does it the next shift. I 
thought Colton was great. He’s a kid 
who all he wants to do is battle and 
that’s exactly what he did every shift.”

“Jimmy just always seems to do ev-
erything right. That’s why he played 
as much as he did and why he was 
put on the powerplay and put up with 
MacQueen-Spence and VandenBrink. 
He earned everything he got [last Fri-
day].”

Additionally, Bradley was impressed 
with the performances of first-year 
forwards Ryan Cornfield and Blake 
Elzinga.

“Ryan and Blake brought great ener-
gy and compete levels. They’re used 
to playing against guys their age and 
them being the top guys on any team 
they’re on but I think they’re learning 
how to play against 19- and 20-year-
old players. They’re learning they 
need to bring something else aside 
from just skill. They need to bring that 
compete level and they did a great job 
of that against LaSalle.”

On the back end, Josh Cornfield and 
Ryder Livermore turned in arguably 
their best game of the season so far as 
a blueline pair, while Carter McDou-
gall turned in a very solid effort be-
tween the pipes.

“I thought Josh was outstanding. Ry-
der was really good. That was our top 
defensive pair in my opinion. They 
were physical, they were responsible 
defensively, and they made good plays 
offensively. Josh runs a really good 
powerplay. Ryder is always willing to 
get into the hard battles. I was real-
ly happy with just about everything 
both of them did. I was also pleased 
with Carter [McDougall]. He held us 
in the game, he made some big saves 
to keep us ahead 1-0, and I definitely 
don’t think he was the reason we lost. 
Carter gave us a chance to win.”

The Lincs return to the ice this Friday 
when they host the Komoka Kings be-
fore they hit the road on Saturday to 
visit the Strathroy Rockets.

Lincs snakebit by Vipers in heavyweight matchup

St. Marys Lincolns’ defenceman Ryder Livermore drops LaSalle Vipers’ forward 
Andrew Kotevski with a big hit during last Friday’s game at the PRC. (Photo credit: 
Mike Chennette/McGinny Photography)
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By Spencer Seymour

Several Stonetown Karate Centre 
(SKC) students, including those who 
will be in Orlando, Florida for the 
World Karate Championship later 
this month, were in London late last 
month for the Ontario Grand Nation-
als at the Carling Heights Community 
Centre.

In the 15-17-year-old Black Belt divi-
sion, Sensei Jalyne Lorentz finished as 
the overall Grand Champion thanks 
to a great slate of results including a 
first-place finish in both Traditional 
Forms and Open Forms. Lorentz also 
took second in Creative Weapons and 
third in Traditional Weapons.

In the 15-17 Advanced Belt division, 
Marieke Van Lierop came away with 
a pair of first-place results, taking the 
top spot in both the Traditional Forms 
and Traditional Weapons.

Shannon Campbell finished third in 
the 35+ Advanced Women Point Spar-
ring event. In the 42+ Adult Women 
Black Belt Point Sparring, Lisa Shel-

don captured the top spot.

SKC students raising money for 
WKC trip

Fundraisers are underway and/or 
scheduled for the St. Marys contin-
gent heading to Orlando this month 

for the WKC.

To help cover their travel costs, Shan-
non Campbell and Lisa Sheldon, two 
of the SKC students attending the 
World Championship, are collecting 
empty beer and liquor bottles and 
cans until Sunday, October 15th. Bot-
tles and cans can be left on the porch 
at 153 Church Street North in St. 
Marys or you can call/text 519-709-
0227 for pick up.

On Friday, October 6th, from 11:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m., a bake sale will be 
held in front of Stone Home Cre-
atives at 158 Queen Street East with 
a wide variety of snacks and baked 
goods being sold. To preorder, call/
text 519-709-0227. In addition to the 
treats available, Sheldon’s daughter 
will also be selling bracelets, while 
Stone Home Creatives is also current-
ly selling a specially-designed candle 
with $5 from every candle sold going 
towards the travel costs. You can also 
donate to Campbell’s costs directly at 
https://gofund.me/db144f8d.

Local Karate students preparing for World 
Championship

Pictured from left to right are Marieke Van Lierop, Lisa Sheldon, Jalyne Lorentz, 
and Shannon Campbell. The four Stonetown Karate Centre students competed in 
the Ontario Grand Nationals late last month and the latter three will be in Orlando, 
Florida later this month to compete in the World Karate Championship. (Contrib-
uted photo)

Prize Table/Silent Auction Donations

The Lincoln Alumni Group would like to thank 
the following businesses and individuals for 
their generous donations to our recent golf 

tourney at River Valley Golf Club.
 Thanks to all the hole sponsors for their 

continued support of the St. Marys Lincolns. 
Also thanks to Dante Audet, Jane Cousineau and 

the entire River Valley Staff for all their help 
and guidance. Thanks everyone for a great day.

- MCC Contractors 
- Sam’s Home Hardware

- St Marys Home Building Centre
- All Roads Chrysler Jeep
- Harris-Greig Garage

- Jay MacPherson Barbershop
- Forman Electric

- Cubberley Plumbing
- Canadian Cart Sales
- Jacob’s Liquidation

- Scott Jackson-Stonetown 
Barber

- Graham Energy
- Canadian Tire

- Barista’s

- Jamie Hahn
- Napa Auto Parts
- Easy Lift Doors

- St. Marys Buick GMC
- Egg Farmers of Ontario

- Joe Taylor
- The Wine Lab

- Little Falls Car Wash
- St. Marys Coin Op Car Wash

- The Chocolate Factory
- The Cheese Shoppe
- The Hitching Post

- Dunny’s Source for Sports
- Shur-gain

- Derek Galloway Insurance

- Boston Pizza
- St. Marys Ford

- MSPAR-Dan McIntosh
- Jim Holliday
- Brian Hughes

- St. Marys Cement Plant
- TD Wealth Management

- Hearn’s Dairy
- Red Rock Construction

- Jack Valiquette 
- The Terry Crisp Family 

- A special thanks also to all 
the teams that entered the 

scramble and enjoyed a perfect 
golf day, steak dinner and prize 

table.
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Payton recognized at Lincs Alumni golf tournament

The Cousineau clan. The foursome of Anna Doupe, left, Jimmy Cousineau, Em-
mett Doupe and Jacques Cousineau played in the Lincolns’ Alumni Group golf 
tournament on September 23 at River Valley G&CC. 18 foursomes played in the 
tournament which enjoyed ideal weather conditions. (Photo by Pat Payton)

The Lincolns’ Alumni Recognition Trophy was presented for the first time Septem-
ber 23rd at River Valley G&CC, and it went to recently-retired sports reporter Pat 
Payton, who finished a 40-year newspaper career in St. Marys last December. Mike 
Mattiussi, left, and Jacques Cousineau, right, the first co-chairmen of the Lincs’ 
Alumni group, made the presentation to Payton. (Photo by Scott Graham)

By Stewart Grant

St. Marys Golf & Country Club proved to be a for-
midable test on Saturday, September 23 when host-
ing its annual Men’s Invitational event. None of the 
players in the field could do better than four-over-
par, and three-putts were common on most score-
cards as competitors took awhile to adjust to some 
of the fastest greens of the season.

At the conclusion of the shotgun tournament, three 
names were atop the leaderboard with scores of 
76. This included St. Marys members Evan Bechtel 
and Kyle Heinbuch, along with Strathroy’s Donnie 
Campbell who plays out of The Oaks Golf & Country 
Club.

The challenging par-3 holes of #2 and #7 at St. 
Marys brought a mix of highs and lows for each of 
the leaders. For Heinbuch, the uphill seventh was 
his final hole (since he had started the day on the 
eighth hole) and his tee shot there is one he would 
like to have back. After striking a tree and taking 
a terrible bounce to the left near #10 tee, a dou-
ble-bogey was an unfortunate finish to an other-
wise strong round. Interestingly, both Campbell and 
Bechtel recorded birdies on the same hole. But on 
hole 2, which is one of the toughest pars on the golf 
course, the roles were reversed as Heinbuch birdied 
it while Campbell and Bechtel each doubled.

After the scores were tallied, the Invitational playoff 
was contested on the par 4 8th hole. Director of Golf 
Brandon De Groote described the finish to the Inde-
pendent as follows: “All had great drives, with Evan 

and Donnie hitting the fairway with approximately 
160 yards into the green, and Kyle was slightly left 
with 130 yards into the green. Donnie went first and 
placed it on the green, 25 feet from the pin. Evan 
missed left and found himself in the catchment 
area at the back of the green, and Kyle pushed his 
approach, nearly going out of play. Kyle's ball was 
lodged against a tree trunk, and after contemplating 
his shot for a few minutes he tried to hack it out to 
no avail. Evan chipped it on to around 20 feet, mak-
ing Donnie putt first. Donnie sunk his impressive 
birdie putt (it had around 3 feet of break), winning 
the playoff.”

Campbell wins St. Marys Men’s Invitational

Donnie Campbell was this year’s winner of the St. 
Marys G&CC Men’s Invitational on Saturday, Septem-
ber 23. (Contributed photo) 

St. Marys Golf & Country Club
Mens Invitational Leaderboard

1 Donnie Campbell (won in playoff) 76     +4
2 Evan Bechtel 76     +4
2 Kyle Heinbuch 76     +4
4 Bob Hearn 78     +6
4 Mark Vandenberk 78     +6
6 Jeff Langley 79     +7
6 Marc Anderson 79     +7
6 Richard MacKay 79     +7
9 David Johnstone 80     +8
9 Todd Holloway 80     +8

FOR SPORTS TIPS CONTACT SPENCER SEYMOUR
CALL OR TEXT 519-859-1049 OR EMAIL SPENCER.SEYMOUR88@GMAIL.COM
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Minor Sports Scrapbook

Elena King takes a shot on goal during the U9 HL Girls St. Marys Rock game this 
past Saturday at the PRC.

Ella Stacey readies a shot with Adalyn Blake crashing the net during last Satur-
day’s Kinsmen Club U9 C Girls St. Marys Rock game.

Saskia-Lyn De Boer backhands the puck into the slot area during the Hitching Post 
U11 C Girls St. Marys Rock game this past Sunday. (Photos by Spencer Seymour)

Luc Sampson prepares for an opposition shot during last Saturday’s U11 C Boys 
St. Marys Rock game.

Aiden Hibbert fires a shot off a breakaway during the U11 LL Boys St. Marys Rock 
game this past Saturday.
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By Spencer Seymour

A season of building up the team’s co-
hesiveness ended recently in exciting 
fashion with the St. Marys Chargers 
winning their final regular season 
game.

Player-Coach Laura Van De Walle 
told the Independent that there was 
plenty of joy amongst the players fol-
lowing the 2-0 win over the visiting 
Strikers from Woodstock.

“Winning the final game of the season 
was an amazing way to end our sea-
son,” exclaimed Van De Walle. “The 
whole team played tremendously, 
especially our goalie, Olivia Beckett. 

She stopped numerous tough shots 
including a penalty shot. After we 
took the lead, we did our best to de-
fend the lead. It was not only one of 
our best games of the season, but a 
really fun game to play as well.”

Beckett earned the shutout in net 
while Kirsten de Jong started the 
team off strong with a goal only a few 
minutes into the game. Janelle Gras 
followed with the team’s second goal 
later in the first half, with the Char-
gers hanging on for the two-goal 
shutout win.

According to Van De Walle, the victo-
ry represented the team’s progression 
from the start of the year.

“We spent a great deal of our season 
trying to build up a new team as we 
had many new additions this year.  
Now, at the end of our season, every-
one was working together, our pass-
es were more accurate and our com-
munication was beyond anything we 
would have seen a few months ago.”

“Our team grew a lot this season,” con-
tinued Van De Walle. “Near the end, 
we started to really come together. 
Our passes were more accurate, our 
shots more frequent, and our defence 
was significantly stronger. The longer 
you play as a team, the more you be-
gin to work as a unit, so I’m excited 
for more seasons with this group.”

Van De Walle added that she felt for-
tunate to play for this year’s iteration 
of the Chargers who, despite their 
challenging season record, enjoyed 
their time together this season.

“I love being a part of this team be-
cause we have a great atmosphere re-
gardless of whether we win or lose,” 
Van De Walle said. “Through the 
pandemic, the numbers of women in 
sports decreased dramatically and 
I’m really happy that our numbers 
in St. Marys allow us to keep playing 
and potentially even continue grow-
ing. We are looking forward to anoth-
er great season next year.”

Chargers win final game of LAWSL season

By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys DCVI Junior Girls bas-
ketball team began their season on 
the road with an excellent offensive 
display, cruising to a 38-19 victory 
over St. Michael Catholic School of 
Stratford.

Head Coach Tim O’Connor said he 
was happy with the team’s season 
opener.

“It was a good start to the season,” 

O’Connor told the Independent. “We 
were a little more confident with the 
ball than I would have expected for 
our first game so that was really good 
to see. Claudia [Laino] and Libby 
[McCurdy] did a nice job establishing 
some tempo offensively and Charlotte 
[Richardson] and Marin [Chateau-
vert] were doing a great job finishing 
and putting up points.”

Although the team struggled at times 
on the defensive side and had a few 

too many turnovers, O’Connor still 
believed it was a positive way to be-
gin the season. Leading the charge 
on the scoresheet were Chateauvert 
and Richardson who put up 12 and 11 
points respectively. Regan Jones and 
Alanna Saville also added four points 
each.

Chateauvert and Naomi De Vries, the 
team’s Captain and Assistant Captain, 
were credited with leading in the 
team’s high energy level.

“We do have some things to work on 
but all in all, for the first game of the 
season, we did well against a solid 
team. The energy during the game 
and leading up to the game was good. 
Our Captain Marin and Assistant 
Captain Naomi were instrumental in 
that regard. We play St. Mike's again 
next Thursday and I expect them to 
be much improved next time out.”

DCVI Junior Girls basketball squad wins season opener

Lincs, SMMHA host Western vs Laurier University game

Western Mustangs’ goaltender Dylan Myskiw makes a save as Laurier Golden 
Hawks’ forward Sam Rhodes drives the net in search of a rebound. Last Saturday 
saw the two universities play an exhibition game at the Pyramid Recreation Cen-
tre. Laurier won the high-octane contest by a final score of 5-1.

Golden Hawks’ forward Thomas Lenart hounds Mustangs defenceman Anthony 
Allepot during last Saturday’s university game between Western and Laurier. Half 
of the game’s proceeds went to St. Marys Minor Hockey and the game was hosted 
in conjunction with the St. Marys Lincolns. (Photos by Spencer Seymour)

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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SPORTS —
DCVI Cross-Country runners 
compete in London

The high school Cross-Country season continued for the St. Marys DCVI squad 
at the Springbank Park Invitational in London last Thursday, September 28th. Abe 
Bender, pictured above on the left, led the slate of strong results, finishing second 
in the Novice Boys race. Nic Brintnell finished fifth while Ben Robson came in 14th 
and Zach Matheson took 20th in the same category. Overall, the Salukis’ Novice 
Boys came in as the top team. In the Novice Girls category, Charlotte Richardson 
finished fifth and Alanna Saville came in 24th. The Salukis dominated the Junior 
Boys division with Kaleb Dingman and Myles Clinton, pictured above on the right, 
finishing first and second. Bronwyn Hawkins took the 10th spot in the Junior Girls 
category, while the Senior Girls division saw Charlotte Clinton claim second and 
Abbey Taylor nabbing 15th. (Photos by Mark Dewan)

McEwan, Griffiths win 
River Valley Men’s League

On Sunday, September 24th, the River Valley Golf and Country Club’s Men’s 
League closed out its season by awarding the championship trophy to Tony Mc-
Ewan and Jeff Griffiths (pictured above). The twosome shot a six-under-par to 
capture the league title. (Contributed photo)
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Andrew L. Hodges  
Funeral Home Ltd.�

Serving St. Marys and area since 2003

47 Wellington Street South, St. Marys
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

519-284-2820

Offering personal and affordable funeral options,  
including burial, cremation and donation to science. 

Price list and preplanning information always  
available on our website or contact us  
to meet in person to discuss your wishes. 

Buying?
Selling?
Mortgage?

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL 
- FARM PROPERTY

Give us a call

�����������������������
���������������������������
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COMMUNITY —
Packing up after a job 
well done

The final pieces of scaffolding were loaded up and taken away on September 25th 
following Robertson Restorations’ completion of the Town Hall slate roof replace-
ment project. (Stewart Grant photo)

We have reached out to some local 
businesses regarding Thanksgiv-
ing and have confirmed that the 
following will be closed on the hol-
iday Monday: Tremblett’s Indepen-
dent Grocer, Canadian Tire, Delmar 
Foods, the LCBO and the Beer Store.

Foodland, St. Marys will be open for 
regular hours.

The following hours will be in effect 
for Town of St. Marys facilities for 
the Thanksgiving holiday (Monday, 
October 9, 2023).

Closed:

Administrative offices (Town Hall 
and Municipal Operations Centre)

Adult Learning

Aquatics Centre

Before and After School Program

Child Care Centre

EarlyON Centre

Friendship Centre

Fire Hall

GO Train service

Landfill

Library

Mobility Services Offices (Rides 
must be booked by 12:00 p.m. on 

Friday, October 6, 2023)

Museum and Archives

Service Ontario

Youth Centre

Home Support Services

Home support services such as 
Meals on Wheels and Telephone 
Reassurance will continue.

Garbage and Recycling Collection

Will continue as scheduled. Details: 
http://www.bra.org/my-services/st-
marys-town/.

Pyramid Recreation Centre

Pyramid Recreation Centre are-
na (ice programming to proceed as 
usual).

St. Marys Train Station

VIA Rail Station will be open; how-
ever, there will be no GO Train ser-
vice. Visit www.viarail.ca for train 
schedule.

Any updates will be posted to the 
Town website (townofstmarys.com), 
Facebook page (facebook.com/st-
marysontario) and Twitter account 
(twitter.com/townofstmarys) as 
soon as they are available.

What’s Open or not
Thanksgiving Weekend
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COMMUNITY —
Annual Fall Scrapathon 
held September 30

Community Food Drive

On Saturday, September 30, two Fall food drives were held at Foodland and Trem-
blett's Independent Grocer. This photo was taken at the Independent and at this 
point of the day, the volunteers had collected three cartloads of groceries for do-
nation to the Salvation Army. Pictured from left: Melanie Goad, volunteer; Gra-
cie Dafoe, family service worker for the Salvation Army; Carson Goad, volunteer.  
(Nancy Bickell photo)

A big thank you goes out to these volunteers for a very successful Fall Scrapathon 
held on Saturday. September 30. Front row: Ruth Robinson, Kendra McLellan, An-
nie McLellan and Faysie Telfer. Back row: Sue Kittmer, Yoli Jakus, Joan Doupe, 
Tom Redman, Jane Cousineau, Laura Good, Lynda King, Jenny Mikita and Carol 
Ledgley. The next Scrapathon will be held April 27, 2024.  (Nancy Bickell photo)
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COMMUNITY —

ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR
 EXETER CHAPTER #222

BBQ HALF CHICKEN DINNER

For tickets call:
Jeanie 519 235 1588
Cathy 519 236 4134

SAT. OCTOBER 21, 2023
Prepared by Pineridge Barbeque Co.

Served by Exeter Eastern Star Members
Includes: homemade potato salad, creamy coleslaw, Pineridge baked 

beans, roll & butter, Jumbo Soft Cookies

TAKE OUT ONLY - $25 PER MEAL | ADVANCE TICKETS ONLY
Pick- Up Time: 4-6 pm

 Exeter Masonic Hall, 248 McConnell St. , Exeter, ON

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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For Hall Rentals 
call 519-271-5343

Sun. Sept. 24 - Martin Feeney, Dublin   $50.00

Mon. Sept. 25 - Bev & Terry Heinbuch, Stratford $50.00

Tues. Sept. 26 - O’Brien Family, St. Marys  $50.00

Wed. Sept. 27 - Charlie Near, St. Marys  $50.00

Thur, Sept. 28 - Roger Gerber, Tavistock  $50.00

Fri. Sept. 29 - Lizet Scott, St. Marys   $50.00

Sat. Sept. 30 - Dennis Listen, Brantford  $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
 www.fraserpaving.ca

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

HEAD OFFICE: 
150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4  |  TICO #50010159

BRANCH OFFICE: 
210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9  |  TICO #50025796

St. Marys 519-284-2332 | New Hamburg 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

Join us on our 2024 Join us on our 2024 
Group Travel OpportunitiesGroup Travel Opportunities

Holland Tulip River Cruise – March 31 - April 8, 2024
Ireland – June 5-16, 2024

Scotland Summer Discovery – June 15-23, 2024
Newfoundland & Labrador – July 29 - August 9, 2024

Discover Portugal – September 18-29, 2024
The Wonders of Ancient Egypt – September 23 - October 5, 2024

Presbyterian Church Family & Youth Group BBQ

The Presbyterian Church held their Family & Youth 
Group community barbecue on September 17th.    

Those attended participated in games, activities 
and got to try their hand at some tie dying. Hot 
dogs, burgers, ice cream, chips, coffee, tea, and fruit 
boxes were enjoyed. 

A big thank you to Tremblett’s Independent and 
Foodland who generously donated the food. 

The youth group, which meets the third Sunday of 
the month, is led by Lily Darling.

“I‘d like to create a safe and open space for anyone 

no matter their beliefs to come to.” Darling com-
mented.

The range of ages for the youth group is 4-9 but 
older kids are welcome as Darling would like to one 
day have an older youth group as well if there is 
interest.

Each month in the group there is a different activi-
ty as well as snacks and games.

If you would like more information regarding the 
youth group reach out to the Presbyterian Church 
at 519-284-2620 or email smpresch@gmail.com.

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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STRATFORD KIA!STRATFORD KIA!

2022 Cadillac CT5 Sport

$52,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
24,271 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2020 Chevrolet Blazer

$42,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
11,504 km

True North
All-Wheel Drive

2019 Lexus NX 300

$36,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
73,984 km

All-Wheel Drive

2023 Infiniti Q50 Luxe 

$50,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
16,898 km

All-Wheel Drive

2023 Chevrolet Malibu 2LT

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
193 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Chevrolet Trailblazer LT

$38,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
16,887 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Compass Trailhawk

$38,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,277 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Ford Explorer ST

$55,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
25,675 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Nissan Rogue SV

$36,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
44,393 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Compass Trailhawk

$38,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
30,014 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Rubicon

$59,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
38,931 km

All-Wheel Drive

2020 Lincoln Corsair Standard

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
35,820 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Ford Bronco Sport Badlands

$50,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
15,600 km

All-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2021 Subaru Forester Base 2023 Nissan Versa SV

$34,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
37,891 km

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
465 km

All-Wheel Drive Front-Wheel Drive

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

Bad or Challenging Credit? No problem!  Everyone is approved, some conditions apply.Bad or Challenging Credit? No problem!  Everyone is approved, some conditions apply.

2021 Kia K5 GT DCT

$40,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
47,848 km

Front-Wheel Drive

FALL SPECIAL
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 
EXCLUSIVE PROMOTION:

25% OFF ON PUBLIC TEE TIMES FOR 9 OR 18 HOLES 
EVERY MONDAY AND TUESDAY AFTER 2PM. 

SIMPLY VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND USE THE PROMO 
CODE SCIENCEHILL25 AT CHECKOUT OR VISIT OUR 

SHOP TO APPLY THE CODE AT CHECK-IN

(519) 284-3621
63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6  

Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

www.samshomehardware.com 

10% off all McCully’s Chutneys

Store Hours for October

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Open Daily:  10  – 5  |  Saturday:  9 – 5
Closed Thanksgiving Monday, October 9th

Aarden Farms Sweet Corn is available at the store and 
the corn stand on #19!  

We have local beans, carrots, potatoes and hot house peppers, 
tomatoes and cucumbers. 

We have local raspberries and strawberries.
McCully’s now carries locally produced, four wood blend BBQ 

smoker pellets.
Local Ontario Apples now available at McCully’s

What’s New at McCully’s

Harvest Festival will run weekends (weather permitting) beginning 
Saturday, October 7th to Sunday, October 29th. 

Hours are 10 – 3.  Price is $7.5/person or $6.25/person for a family of 
4 or more. Two & under are free.

McCully’s Annual Harvest Festival
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By Mary Smith

Leon Moses Clench was the first lawyer to advertise 
in the first edition of the St. Marys Argus, January 1, 
1857. Clench had recently arrived in the village and 
set up his law office on Queen Street, not far from 
the market square. In June 1857, six months after 
his notice appeared in the Argus, he married Eunice 
Cruttenden. The Cruttendens had been among the 
earliest families to settle in St. Marys. Eunice’s fa-
ther, Lauriston Cruttenden, a highly respected busi-
nessman, builder and mill owner, had arrived from 
Oxford County in the 1840s and prospered. At first 
his family stayed behind in Beachville. It had been 
settled earlier and his children could attend school 
there. Cruttenden went back and forth between the 
two villages but, in 1855, when he was established 
in St. Marys, he brought his wife, Permelia, his sons 
and daughters from Oxford County to join him. 

The Cruttenden’s home on Ontario Street in the west 
ward was a large, brick house on spacious property. 
The seven Cruttenden children included five accom-
plished daughters – Lauristen believed in education 
for girls as well as boys. It is easy to see how this 
family held an attraction for the 27-year-old bach-
elor, Leon Clench. As a well-educated young man, 
he would have been a welcome caller. Furthermore, 
he was musical and could add his singing voice to 
an evening’s entertainment. The Cruttendens likely 
thought that the personable lawyer was an excel-
lent match for their 19-year-old daughter, Eunice. 
And becoming the son-in-law of such a respected 
local man probably helped establish Leon Clench in 
his professional life in the village. 

Leon did not, however, seem to have needed much 
help to establish himself socially. A close friend was 
a young physician, Dr. Adam Enoch Ford, who had 
recently set up a practice in St. Marys. Just a few 
weeks before Leon Clench married Eunice Crut-
tenden, Dr. Ford married her younger sister, Jane. 
The two families both lived in the west ward, near 
other Cruttenden family members. Their first chil-
dren – Mary Clench and Julia Ford – were both born 
in 1858 and the cousins grew up together. Between 
the two of them, Leon Clench and Dr. Ford start-
ed a number of recreational and cultural initiatives 
in the community. They were founding members 
of the Mechanics Institute and together organized 
the town’s first fundraising concert to acquire more 
books for the Institute library. The concert was held 
on December 13, 1861, in the auditorium of the old 
town hall. A surviving program shows that Clench 
appeared several times as a musical performer. The 
Argus of the following week reported that the con-
cert had been an outstanding success, raising $60 
for the Mechanics Institute after expenses – not 
bad, considering tickets were 25¢ each!

With his professional qualifications, new family 
connections and many friends and interests, Leon 
Clench established a comfortable life in St. Marys. 
No contemporary local records have been found to 
suggest that other St. Marys residents knew or cared 
about the turmoil in nearby London, Ontario, with-
in the Clench family throughout the early 1850s. 
Although Leon’s father, Joseph Brant Clench, was 
the centre of the storm, other family members, in-
cluding Leon, had helped precipitate the crisis that 
not only destroyed Joseph’s reputation but also had 
far-reaching implications for First Nations commu-
nities in the region. 

Leon Clench came from a very prestigious Upper 
Canadian family. His grandfather, Ralfe (or Ralph) 

Clench, was a Loyalist and a prominent citizen of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. He had distinguished himself 
during the American Revolution and again, with the 
British, during the War of 1812. As reward for his 
service, he had held many offices and was a judge, 
politician and farmer. Joseph Brant Clench, born in 
1790, was the oldest of his 12 children. By his early 
20s, Joseph also was on his way to a promising ca-
reer. In 1812, he was a soldier on the Niagara fron-
tier, along the Grand River, and at Amherstburg. His 
mother’s family had been officials in the Indian De-
partment and by the end of 1813, Joseph had joined 
the Department, beginning his service as a clerk at 
Fort George. He could communicate with speakers 
of Iroquoian languages and so was also able to do 
valuable work as an interpreter. A great deal can be 
learned from the entry for Joseph Brant Clench pre-
pared by Daniel J. Brock in the Dictionary of Cana-
dian Biography (vol. 8, University of Toronto/Uni-
versité Laval, 2003 – accessed September 29, 2023). 
It indicates that although Joseph did advance within 
the Indian Department, his appointments did not 
happen as quickly as he had expected. There always 
seemed to be an element of disappointment at the 
various stages of his career. 

In June 1816, Joseph Clench married Esther Serena 
Joseph Leon. According to a notice in the New York 
Courier, 16-year-old Serena was “the amiable and 
accomplished daughter of M. Leon Esq. of this city.” 
The groom was “a son of that distinguished soldier 
and statesman, Col. Ralph Clench (and) is a young 
gentleman of the finest talents and holds an office 
of distinction.” The Courier item went on to say that 
the union was an example of the relations between 
“the most wealthy and respectable families in the 
American states, and in the Canadas.” The first of 
Joseph and Serena’s children were born in Niagara. 
In 1829, the Indian Department transferred Joseph 
to York (now Toronto). Leon Moses Clench was born 
there in April 1830. By 1844, the Indian Department 
had placed Joseph Clench in charge of the entire 
Western superintendency – all the reservations in 
what today is southwestern Ontario and he relocat-
ed to Caradoc and eventually to London. 

The oldest Clench children grew up and dispersed 
but Joseph and Serena’s younger children were 
with them when they settled in London. Leon com-
pleted his education and became a lawyer. In 1853, 
his sister, Victorine, married another young lawyer, 
Francis Evans Cornish, just a month after she cel-
ebrated her 16th birthday. Her marriage could not 
have been a very easy one. Frank Cornish was clev-

er and successful as a lawyer. He became involved 
in municipal politics, served as a London alderman 
and became mayor in 1861. However, he is best re-
membered for his boisterous drunken actions, such 
as brawling, and riding his horse into the council 
chamber of city hall. He was suspected of corrup-
tion following every election win. The Cornish fami-
ly later moved to Manitoba where Frank became the 
first mayor of Winnipeg. 

By the mid-1800s, the upper echelon of London so-
ciety was wealthy and well-connected. It took con-
siderable resources to try to keep up with the most 
prominent families. Serena, raised in a prosperous, 
New York Jewish household, may have had expecta-
tions for herself and her children that Joseph’s in-
come could not provide. He may have been slow to 
realize the implications of her excessive spending. 
However, in 1853 – around the time of Victorine’s 
wedding – he discovered that Serena and Leon had 
been intercepting money from land sales, intended 
for deposit in First Nations trust funds. Apparently 
overwhelmed to learn this, he seemed powerless to 
rectify the situation. The Indian Department inev-
itably became aware of discrepancies and sent in 
inspectors who found that more than £9,000 had 
been stolen. Joseph was suspended and appeared 
at a court of inquisition in August 1855. By this time 
he was alienated from his family, but he refused to 
name any of them in court. His health worsened 
and he retired to Carodoc Township. He died from 
apoplexy on February 22, 1857, just as Leon was 
embarking on his new career in St. Marys. 

What were the implications of this defalcation for 
the Clench family and, more significantly, for the 
First Nations who had been cheated out of these 
misappropriated funds? What happened to the sto-
len money? Find out in next week’s column.

HISTORIC ST. MARYS: Leon Clench, Part One

HISTORY —

These pictures of Eunice Cruttenden and Leon Clench were taken in 1857, the year of their marriage. They are 
set in a small, hinged case that closes to protect them when they are not on display.
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COLUMN —

It’s pumpkin spice season. 
Personally, I’m not big on 
pumpkin spice flavoured 
things unless it’s pumpkin 
pie, which is a specialty of 
mine, but I came across this 
Rice Krispie recipe below 
which I think can become 
an easy to make exception! 
A pleasant alternative to the 
traditional treat, these are a 
great seasonal treat that ev-
eryone can enjoy. 

As nights continue to get 
cooler, one pan recipes are 
also a go to. This butternut 
squash gnocchi recipe is 
simple and quick enough for 
a weeknight as it only takes 
about 40 minutes to pre-
pare but also is sophisticated 
enough you can serve it on a 
special night, provided you 
roast and purée the squash 
beforehand.  

Creamy Butternut Squash 
with Sausage, Thyme, and 
Sage

Prep: 20 Cook: 20 Serves: 4

3 large Italian sausages, cas-
ings removed

1 tbsp olive oil

1 ¼ c or 1 package of gnocchi

1 c heavy cream

½ c chicken broth

1 c butternut squash purée*

3 cloves garlic, minced

2 tbsp fresh sage, chopped

2 tbsp fresh thyme

Salt and ground black pep-
per to taste

Method:

-*Total cooking time does 
not include roasting the but-
ternut squash. You will only 
need a cup of purée so store 
the leftovers in the fridge or 
freezer in an airtight con-
tainer for future use. 

-*Preheat oven to 400°. Cut 
squash in halt and scoop out 
seeds and fibre. Brush squash 
in olive oil and place on the 
baking sheet cut side down. 
Bake for 30 minutes, remove 
from oven to cool. Flip over 
to speed up this process. 
Once cooled, the skin should 

peel over very easily. Place in 
a food processor or blender 
working in batches if neces-
sary and process until very 
smooth and almost creamy. 
Season with salt and pepper 
if desired. 

-Remove sausage from cas-
ings and slice.

-Heat 1 tbsp olive oil on me-
dium heat in a large, high 
sided skillet.

-Add sausage and cook on 
medium heat for about 4 
minutes on one side without 
turning, to brown. Flip over 
the other side and cook 2 
more minutes. 

-Add uncooked potato gnoc-
chi, heavy cream and chick-
en stock to the same skillet. 
Bring to a boil under medi-
um heat and stir everything 
well. Cover with lid and al-
low gnocchi to cook for about 
5 minutes while the sauce 
boils. 

-Now add butternut squash 
purée, and minced garlic. 
Bring sauce to a boil on me-
dium heat, reduce to low me-
dium, stir everything well. 
Cook for about 3 more min-
utes ensuring gnocchi are 
cooked. The longer you cook 
the sauce, the more it will 

thicken. Remove from heat 
when desired consistency is 
achieved. 

-Stir in half the fresh sage 
and half the fresh thyme. 
Season with salt and freshly 
ground black pepper.

-TIP: use your best judge-
ment about salt, if the sau-
sages are salty you may not 
require any additional salt 

-When serving, top with 
fresh sage and thyme. I like 
to make crispy thyme as a 
garnish. To make, coat the 
bottom of a skillet with olive 
oil until shimmering and add 
sage leaves in a single lay-
er, cook for 30 seconds and 
watch very closely. Remove 
to paper towel until ready to 
use.     

Pumpkin Pie Rice Krispie 
Treats

Prep: 10m Total time: 1 hr 
30m Yield: 18

3 tbsp unsalted butter

1 bag of mini marshmallows 

6 c Rice Krispies Cereal

¼ tsp vanilla extract

¼ tsp ground nutmeg

½ tsp ground cinnamon

1/8 tsp ground cloves

1/8 tsp salt

¼ c canned pumpkin

2 oz. pure white chocolate or 
white chocolate candy melts, 
melted (optional)

Method:

-Grease a 9x13 pan with 
non-stick cooking spray.

-Melt the butter in a large 
saucepan over medium heat. 
Stir in pumpkin purée and 
cook until warmed through. 
Fold in the mini marshmal-
lows stirring frequently until 
marshmallows are melted.

-Remove from heat and stir 
in vanilla, cinnamon, nut-
meg, cloves and salt.

-Let marshmallow mixture 
cool at room temperature for 
20 minutes (cooling helps to 
avoid soggy treats). Add the 
rice Krispy cereal and stir 
until combined. 

-Pour mixture into prepared 
baking pan, spread out even-
ly and gently press down 
with a rubber spatula. Re-
frigerate to set for at least 1 
hour. Cut into squares and 
drizzle with melted white 
chocolate if desired. 

-Store in an airtight contain-
er for up to one week. 

WHAT'S FOR DINNER: Ultimate Autumn Comfort Food

By Lauren Eedy
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By VJ Knutson

No guarantees on this post.  My brain 
has had a workout this week, from 
which I’m not sure I’ll recover.  Per-
manent residency (PR), fundraising, 
and upping support for an anticipat-
ed influx of Ukrainians have all been 
on the docket.

CLEO Connect is an information and 
training service for community work-
ers in Ontario.  They offer 60-90 min-
ute sessions offering facts and Q&As, 
clarifying our laws.  This past week 
the topic was ‘How to support clients 
who are making a Humanitarian and 
Compassionate application’.  There 
was a lot of information to absorb, 
but it was useful.  Still not sure how it 
all applies to Ukrainians in the Can-
ada-Ukraine Authorization for Emer-
gency Travel (CUAET) program, but 
it helped me understand part of what 
our newcomers are facing.  The hu-
manitarian avenue is only one path 
to PR, and I am still not informed 
enough to make recommendations.

The second meeting I attended had 
to do with fundraising for Alina Shy-
shkivska’s cirque training.  Alina’s 
work permit and visa are held up in 
governmental red tape, and as much 
as Ric has reached out for help from 
local MPs, answers are slow to come.  
Until then, she needs $550 per month 
to continue her training.  We were 
able to raise enough funds to date for 
August and September, and thanks 
to a generous donor, October is now 
covered.  Alina is anxious to be able 

to work and support her own goals, 
but in the meantime needs our help.

Friday, I had a conversation with 
Stephanie Goertz of the Waterloo 
Region Grassroots Response to the 
Ukrainian Crisis.  She, like me, is con-
cerned with hosting Ukrainians.  The 
WR Grassroots group is a well-orga-
nized collaboration of volunteers that 
addresses all the needs of this popu-
lation.  One of the things their group 

has come up with is to create transi-
tional housing for Ukrainians, where 
they can land, complete the neces-
sary paperwork, find a job, and move 
on.  Transitional guest houses in the 
KW area can hold up to 22 individu-
als.  In Palmerston, there is a house 
for 8-10 people. In Milverton, they 
can house 8.   WR Grassroots has cre-
ated a model of support that they are 
interested in sharing with other com-

munities and offering to help build.

“We are creating tool kits and systems 
and … building relationships with 
provincial business associations”, 
Stephanie explains.  They anticipate 
a crisis of incoming Ukrainians as 
the government has set a deadline of 
March 31 for the 1 million Ukrainians 
who have applied to come to Canada.  
Applicants either have to decide to 
come or lose this benefit.

The model that WR Grassroots is us-
ing is pictured here.  While this ‘hub’ 
model can work with hosting situ-
ations, Stephanie would like to see 
more transitional housing that can 
accommodate larger numbers of im-
migrants at a time.

“Could you help by mentioning us to 
as many churches and community 
groups as possible over the next few 
days,” Stephanie asked. “If they have 
interest, we would be happy to talk 
about building their capacity to sup-
port Ukrainians.”

Stephanie’s undaunting enthusi-
asm inspires me, but as I mentioned, 
by the time I spoke with her Friday, 
I was brain dead.  I did manage to 
think of our local employers and how 
they continue to struggle to keep up 
their workforce.  Even my tired mind 
recognizes there is a link here.

So much to think about.  Till next 
time.

(Reach me at english.knutson@gmail.
com)

HOSTING UKRAINE:  So Much to Think About

Sudoku

Id: 92620

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 24

4 2 1
8 9 5

8 6 7
4 3 1

9 3 5
2 1 5 8 3

2 5
7 5

Solution
9 4 2 7 5 6 1 8 3

1 3 6 8 4 9 5 7 2

7 5 8 1 3 2 9 4 6

8 6 3 9 2 1 4 5 7

5 2 7 6 8 4 3 1 9

4 1 9 3 7 5 2 6 8

2 9 1 5 6 8 7 3 4

3 8 4 2 1 7 6 9 5

6 7 5 4 9 3 8 2 1

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

FERN PRIDHAM – Broker
519 274 2885

fernpridham@gmail.com

Solutions on page 31

BROWNS UNITED CHURCH

160th Anniversary Service
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15 - 11AM

Guest speaker:
Rev. Susan Cole

(a descendent of the Brown family)

Musical guests:
Shane and Angela Wiebe

(three-time winners of the inspirational 
album of the year at the Canadian Gospel 

Music Awards)

JOIN US FOR LUNCH 
AND FELLOWSHIP AFTER 

THE SERVICE
Everyone is welcome to attend

Browns United Church is south of 
St. Marys, west of Medina on Road 92 

at Line 13 - about 1 km east of 
Cobble Hills Road
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THORNDALE
WEEKLY NEWS

RUN YOUR THORNDALE 
BASED AD HERE!

Affordable advertising prices to meet every budget!

CONTACT US AT THORNDALEONTARIONEWS@GMAIL.COM

By Nancy Abra

It was the railroad that put Thorndale 
on the map. That was over 160 years 
ago. The railroad was the foundation 
for growth of the village, linking the 
community to regional markets for 
trade and goods produced in this 
area. With the historical ties to the 
railroad, it seems only fitting that the 
Thames Valley Central Model Rail-
road calls Thorndale their home.

The Thames Valley Central Mod-
el Railroad, an offshoot of the East 
London Railroad Club was founded 
in 1965. In the early years the club 
had many homes, mostly temporary, 
some used for storage. Club members 
would take turns hosting meetings 
and building modules in their base-
ments or in their garages. In 1999, the 
Thorndale Fair Grounds became the 
permanent home for this model rail-
road club. 

The club currently has twenty-six 
members, sharing their skills, from 

woodworking to the detailed scenery 
and kit building, in maintaining and 
building the various components of 
their intricate and impressive model 
railroad display. The club’s mandate is 
to provide a creative and interactive 
atmosphere for all members regard-
less of age, experience, or knowledge. 
They have bi-monthly meetings as 
well as some gather at the clubhouse 
on Tuesday and Thursday evenings to 
run their trains and catch up with the 
latest news of the hobby they enjoy so 
much. The highlight every September 
is the Thorndale Fall Fair when they 
open their doors for people to come 
in, see the working railroad display 
and talk to the members about this 
unique hobby.

The Thames Valley Central Model 
Railroad is one of the many commu-
nity groups listed on www.ilovetho-
rndale.ca/community/ . But for more 
detailed information, check their 
website at  http://tvcmrc.org 

By Nancy Abra

‘Saved by the Beep’ is a province-wide campaign 
initiated by the Ontario Fire Marshall with fire de-
partments throughout the province taking an active 
role in promoting Ontario’s first ‘test your smoke 
alarm' day on Thursday, September 28, 2023.

In their part in this campaign, five members of the 
Thorndale Fire Department, including Thorndale 
District Chief, Ken Armstrong, and joining them, 
Thames Centre Fire Chief, Nick Dorgen, visited 
West Nissouri Public School last Thursday morn-
ing. They went into every classroom and talked to 
the children on the importance of smoke alarms 
and how they work. They challenged the children 
on this ‘Saved by the Beep’ day, to get their parents 
to test their smoke alarms to make sure they were 
in working order.  

Last year there were 133 fire fatalities in Ontar-
io, the most in twenty years. The majority of these 
fires did not have a working smoke alarm in the 
home. Statistics show that working smoke alarms 
save lives. Since March 2006, smoke alarms have 
been legally required to be installed on every lev-
el of a residence in Ontario. (www.newswire.ca/
news-releases/fire-marshal-announces-test-your-
smoke-alarm-day) 

Fire Prevention week is from October 8th to 14th. 
Thorndale District Chief, Ken Armstrong said, “This 
year’s official theme year is ‘cooking safety starts 
with you’. Cooking is the cause of almost one half 
of all home fires and the leading cause of home fire 
injuries. And remember to test your smoke alarms. 
They save lives.”   

Happy fall from everyone at Thorn-
dale Library! We have a lot of great 
programs coming soon. It’s a Good 
Knight for Chess, our monthly chess 
program, starts October 4 at 6:00pm. 
Registration required.

No School Tomorrow—Movie Night 
Tonight, our family movie night, is 
October 5 at 5:00pm. We’ll be watch-
ing Monsters, Inc.! 

Celebrate World Card Making Day 
with us on October 7 at 11:00am. Reg-
istration required.

Don’t Worry, Be Crafty! Our monthly 
adult paint night starts October 25 at 
6:00pm. Registration required.

To register, please visit library.mid-
dlesex.ca/events or contact staff.

We hope to see you at our drop-in 

programs, too! Storytime is on Tues-
days at 10:30am, and Afterschool 
Hangout runs Thursdays at 4:30pm. 

Middlesex County Library’s 2023 
Reading Challenge continues! Octo-
ber’s challenge: read a book with an 
orange or black cover—SPOOKY! Use 
NoveList to find this month’s book. 
First, visit bit.ly/MCLnovelist and log 
in with your library card number and 

PIN. Then, do a search and scan your 
results for black or orange covers. 
Happy reading!

Please drop in, call us at 519-461-
1150, or email us at thorndale_staff@
middlesex.ca with questions or to 
register for upcoming programs. See 
you at the library! 

All Aboard…

Saved by the Beep

Whats happening at the Thorndale Library

Nicklos Biro, club secretary of the Thames Valley Central Model Railroad Club.

Thorndale Firefighter Marc Allely talking to the chil-
dren of Ms. Adams grade 1 & 2 class.
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

Lunch and 

dinner!

What two things 

can you never eat 

for breakfast?

Aiden Hibbert (9)

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 
appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Riddles
What has 13 hearts, 

but no other 
organs?

A deck of cards.

What has hands 
and a face, but 

can’t hold anything 
or smile?

A clock.

It belongs to you, 
but your friends 

use it more. What 
is it?

Your name.

What can you catch 
but not throw?

A cold.

Where would you 
take a sick boat?

To the dock.

What is made of 
water, but if you 

put it into water it 
vanishes?

An ice cube. 

What do you call 
the father of all 

sodas?

Pop. 

The more you take, 
the more you leave 
behind. What am I?

Footsteps. 

I am an odd 
number. Take 

away a letter and I 
become even. What 

number am I?

Seven. 

What is the richest 
nut?

A cash-ew.

- Word Search -

Back to School

Touch the Truck

Fall Fairs

Morocco 
earthquake

iPhone Fifteen

Canada India 
dispute

UAW strike

Hockey returns

Terry Fox Run

Doors Open

Taylor Swift

Travis Kelce

Vegas Sphere

Truth 
Reconciliation

SEPTEMBER HIGHLIGHTS

Word List

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

Our pet of the week is Lucy, a 13 week old 
husky/border collie cross, rescued by Greg 
and Janina from way up North. Lucy is the 
little sister to Teyha, a previous pet of the 

week. Lucy loves playing with Teyha outside 
and can't wait to find out what snow is like. 

Her favorite thing is belly rubs.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is 
pleased to be the sponsor of the 

Autumn Pet Safety Tips
Your pet is probably welcoming a break from summer's hot 

and sticky weather. Here are some tips to keep your pet 
happy and healthy during the autumn months

- Be cautious of rodenticides and cold weather poisons

- Keep school supplies out of paw's reach

- Steer clear of wild mushrooms-99% of mushrooms have 
little or no toxicity yet 1% can cause life threatening 

problems

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

PET OF THE WEEK

 

 

 

 

 

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com
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COLUMN —

You’ve heard the saying, “a 
fish out of water”? Well there 
was plenty of water, but I, 
clearly the fish in this met-
aphor, was a bit reluctant to 
get wet. Eventually, I took the 
plunge and then again and 
again and by the time we left 
the Spa Le Finlandais, I real-
ized I could quite enjoy such 
an experience.

I should explain: the Spa Le 
Finlandais is like nothing 
I, personally, had ever seen 
before. It’s a facility in Rose-
mere, Quebec (just north of 
Montreal, in the southern-
most part of the Laurentians) 
and bills itself as the home of  
“Saunas of the World.”

Saunas plural for sure. I ac-
tually lost count as a nice 
young person named Michael 
gave us a whirlwind tour. All 
I can say is – a lot. There are 
a lot of opportunities to get 
really, really hot.

And then and this is the 
tricky bit, to get really, really 
cold.

I was significantly outside my 

comfort zone. I know nothing 
about saunas and nothing 
about a facility such as this. 
What I do know is I’m not a 
fan of any polar bear plunge. 
But we were the guests of 
Valerie Fortier and her col-
leagues at Tourism Lauren-
tians, and Valerie, who is 
never lacking in enthusiasm, 
energy, or ideas, thought we 
should begin our visit to her 
neck of the woods by getting 
very, very wet, very, very hot, 
and then, very, very cold.

The first thing I noticed as 
our tour began was that even 
though this was a weekday, 
the place was busy. There 
are, in truth, at least ten or 
12 saunas, each with access 
to an icy plunge pool. There 
are also warm swimming 
pools, places where you can 
use salt to exfoliate yourself 
(look it up!), and many, many 
silent lounges for zen-like 
contemplation. Every one of 
these rooms/pools/baths was 
in use by many very relaxed 
patrons.

According to Michael, the 
Spa Le Finlandais prides 
itself on bringing togeth-
er sauna experiences from 
around the world. From the 
mystic Mediterranean, there 
is the Moroccan Lounge, the 
Aromas of Egypt sauna, and 
the Turkish bath. From the 
exotic east, visitors enjoy the 
Infinity Pool of Indonesia, 
the Japanese sauna, or the 
Gazebo of Meditation (I am 
not making this up).

Of course, Scandinavia is a 

major contributor. There’s a 
Viking Sauna, a Finnish sau-
na, a Swedish sauna, and Ice-
landic thermal baths. There 
are also transparent chairs 
called “Helsinki Bubbles” 
which invite you to float in a 
lovely warm pool. I mention 
these specifically because 
whoever designed them most 
expressly did not have me 
in mind. While lithe young 
things gracefully curled into 
their bubbles, I stuck out in 
all directions, my neck bent 
against the back, my legs 
akimbo. In short, the experi-
ence was indeed, short.

There’s a Russian sauna 
(nasty comments come to 
mind, but I will refrain) and a 
unique, domed hut called the 
Temazcal Mayan Sauna. This 
was one of the saunas we 
used and it was quite pleasa 
nt. An innovation here was 
that music played and tran-
quil images were projected 
onto the ceiling of the dome 
as we sweatally relaxed.

Then, of course, straight into 
a plunge pool that would 
have pleased penguins or 
polar bears. And the staff in-
sists that this is only fully ef-
fective if you immerse your-
self completely in the frigid 
water. So I did. Not happily, 
but I did.

The overall idea as I under-
stand it is that you relax in 
the warm pools (which I must 
admit are very comfortable 
indeed at about 102 degrees 
Celcius), then spend some 
time in a sauna (we started 

in what Michael said was a 
“beginner sauna”, quite sim-
ilar to such things one sees at 
rec centres or in back yards), 
but moved on to other, more 
elaborate saunas including 
one that is rated at 180 de-
grees Celcius.

Then into the plunge pool, 
relax a while, move to the 
warm pools (many of which 
had falling water massages), 
back to a sauna, and repeat.

There were folks there who, 
I am guessing, were follow-
ing this regimen for an entire 
day, with occasional breaks 
for cucumber water or other 
beverages and snacks.

The facility sits on the banks 
of the Riviere des Milles Iles 
and there are hammocks, 
chairs and tables set up on 
the riverbank just in case you 
haven’t had enough wetness 
in the saunas, the plunge 
pools, and the warm baths. 

It’s actually all terrifically re-
laxing.

The place, founded in 2012, 
keeps expanding. Michael 
showed us two brand new, 
unique barrel saunas that 
were attracting a lot of atten-
tion, and the nearly complet-
ed Turkish bath. 

An all-day pass to the Spa Le 
Finlandais is just over $100; 
four hours will cost just over 
$50 (more on weekends). 
Honestly, for the feeling of 
total relaxation you get, I 
think it’s a pretty good deal.

Even if you only get up to 
your knees in the freezing 
cold plunge pools.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and President of 
the Travel Media Association 
of Canada. To contact Paul 
about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

The Viking Sauna, one of the newest installations at the Spa Le Finlandais.

The innovative Temazcal Mayan sauna, where quiet music and pro-
jected images are part of the experience. (All photos by Paul Knowles)

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Plunging out of my comfort zone

By Paul Knowles

A waterfall in a warm pool that doubles as a massage feature.
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OBITUARY

Graham
It is with deeply saddened 
hearts that we announce the 
passing of Ruth Graham on 
Friday, September 29, 2023, 
at Kingsway Lodge at the age 
of 97. 
An amazing woman we have 
loved, adored, and cherished 
for many years. Ruth will 
be deeply missed. We were 
blessed to have had such a 

wonderful and knowledgeable woman be a part of 
our lives for as long as we have. She taught us all so 
much with the many stories she shared, or a cute little 
song she would sing. 
Known as Aunt Ruth to everyone, she was born on 
November 4, 1925. She loved her family and at-
tending family reunions. She enjoyed spending time 
at Tim Hortons where she would meet her many 
friends.  Aunt Ruth supported many charities over 
the years, and she worked as a secretary at Scoville 
Delong from the time she left high school until retire-
ment.  She was very knowledgeable about the old St. 
Marys buildings and the beautiful heritage St. Marys 
has to offer. Aunt Ruth loved all sports and was an 
enthusiastic Blue Jays fan. In her younger years, she 
belonged to the St. Marys bowling league.  
Ruth owned her own house on Queen Street, where 
her mom and dad lived with her. As many know, she 
loved to pull dandelions, garden, and was proud of 
her raspberry and lilac bushes. She watched all sports 
to support her nieces and nephews in St. Marys, and 
she also supported many local functions in St. Marys. 
When Ruth’s younger sister Faye passed suddenly at 
a young age, Ruth stepped up and assumed a mother 
figure role to her children. 
She was not only a mother figure to her children she 
took them under her wings and taught them the ways 
of life. We have all been left with fond memories that 
we will hold onto forever. Ruth was surrounded with 
love until the very end. She set the bar high with her 
unwavering knowledge, pride, and wisdom. Aunt Ruth 
passed with much dignity and grace and is now reunit-
ed with her family whom passed before her. 
The family of Ruth Graham would like to express their 
gratitude and sincere thanks to Dr. Trevail for always 
having Ruth’s care and wishes first. They would like to 
thank the doctors, nurses, support, and volunteer staff 
at Kingsway for all their kindness, care and support 
over the years. 
Cherished aunt of Elaine (Carl), Jack (Linda), Shir-
ley (Gary), Heather (Rick), Sharon (Todd), Tom and 
their families. Loved by many nieces, nephews, great 
nieces and nephews, and great-great nieces and 
nephews. Adored by many extended family members 
and friends Predeceased by her parents Bertha and 
William, and by her seven brothers and four sisters. 
Cremation has taken place. 
At Ruth’s request there will be no formal services held. 
A private family interment of ashes has taken place. 
To celebrate a life well lived, family and friends will be 
received at the St. Marys Legion, 66 Church St. N, St. 
Marys, on Saturday, October 7, 2023, from 12 noon 
until 2:00 p.m. for a time of remembrance and fellow-
ship.  
In lieu of flowers, sympathy may be expressed 
through donations to your favourite local charity of 
your choice. Online condolences at www.hodgesfu-
neralhome.ca. 

CELEBRATION

Celebration of life for 
Ken Cole of St Marys

October 22/23 at 1:00pm - 4:00pm
at the River Valley Golf Course

THANK YOU

St. Marys
Thank you for allowing us to 
be part of your lives for the 
past 17 years! Thank you 
for letting us be part of your 
birthdays, your weddings, 
your anniversaries, your me-
morials and everything in be-
tween. This community has 
shown so much support for 

our business and for us personally. I would like to 
thank the woman who has been by my side through 
thick and thin every single day. Linda Dick has cre-
ated floral magic in our community for 51 years, I 
am so grateful to have had her as my teacher and 
friend. As this life chapter closes I am so excited to 
see what is next. Please always remember that we 
are so much Better Together, this community is so 
special and I am so grateful to be part of it. All of 
my love and thanks to you all!

Better Together, Julie

CELEBRATION

Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary
Howard and Ruth Bradley

Love your Family

ANNOUNCEMENT

Brenda is 70!
Happy 

Birthday!
Love Scout and 

Matilda
Boo and Sophie

as well as all your 
Human Friends!

OBITUARY

Marshall
Gerald Terrance “Jerry”
Jerry passed away peacefully 
at LHSC - Victoria Hospital 
on Thursday, September 
14, 2023 at the age of 76. 
Cherished husband of Joan 
(Dykes) Marshall for over 53 
years. Proud father of Kathy 
and Scott Roth of Coldstream, 
and Jeff and Angela Marshall 

of Prospect Hill. Adored grandpa of Helena, and Lach-
lan Roth; Siera (Jared), Abigail, Aubrey, and Jackson 
Marshall. Dear brother-in-law of Valerie (Dykes) and 
Cliff Thomson and family, Ron Dykes and family. 
Fondly remembered by many nieces, nephews, cous-
ins, and countless dear friends. Cherished nephew to 
several aunts and uncles. Predeceased by parents 
Richard and Dorothy (Craney) Marshall and brother, 
John Marshall (Betty). 
He was a community leader in his remarkable 31 
years on London Police Service, reaching the rank of 
Inspector. He was known for his larger-than-life per-
sonality, strong handshake, and genuine interest in 
people. Jerry’s second career as an entrepreneur led 
to the development of a flourishing tent rental busi-
ness. He touched many lives as a mentor, hero in time 
of need, and man of steadfast honesty and integrity. 
His fierce determination and his love and dedication to 
family shone through in all facets of his life. 
Visitation will be held at St. Marys Presbyterian 
Church, 147 Widder Street East, ST MARYS on Sat-
urday, October 14th from 10:30 – 11:30 AM, where 
Jerry’s memorial service will be held at 12 noon. A 
reception and time to share stories with the family will 
be held following the service at the Pyramid Recre-
ation Centre, 317 James Street South, St. Marys. Cre-
mation has taken place and Jerry will be laid to rest at 
Prospect Hill Cemetery. 
Donations to London Health Sciences Foundation or 
St. Marys Healthcare Foundation would be appreci-
ated by the family. Condolences may be forwarded 
online through www.haskettfh.com.

Have you been affected by someone else’s drinking?
Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU! Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or App Available
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LOOKING
BACK

Saving South Perth
By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1998)

A public meeting at South Perth Centennial could help 
determine the school’s future. The Rannoch-area school 
community reacted quickly to last week’s announcement 
that South Perth was one of 14 schools listed for possible 
closure by the Avon Maitland District School Board. 

Friday was the first meeting of the new St. Marys and 
Area H.I.G.H. group. Six families assembled to launch 
the homeschool support group which is a satellite of 
a large London body of the same name. The acronym 
H.I.G.H. stands for “Homeschoolers in God’s Hands” and 
is a cooperative support group welcoming homeschool-
ing families of various denominations.

The Grand Trunk Trail Committee organized a three-day 
event during which the trail became accessible to folks 
who would otherwise not be able to see what all the re-
cent publicity has been about. Brent Cubberley of Cana-
dian Cart Sales offered two carts to start but ended up 
loading five carts on the last two days to transport folks 
across the trestle. 

50 years ago (1973)

Local firefighters were called to the Dewberry apart-
ments, Widder St east, at around 3 a.m. Tuesday when a 
furnace malfunction resulted in considerable smoke but 
no fire.

The village of Tavistock has received authorization for 
the construction of 17 additional senior citizens’ housing 
units, bringing the total in that centre to 27 units. Lo-
cal senior citizens may well be forgiven if they grumble 
about the slowness of such authorization coming to St. 
Marys.

75 years ago (1948)

George Stevens, electrician with St. Marys Cement Co., 
is making good progress in Stratford Hospital in his re-
covery from severe burns of the face and arms, which 
he suffered while at work on Monday. Mr. Stevens was 
injured while apparently closing the switch on an elec-
tric motor control box. Fortunately, he was wearing a hat 
at the time of the accident and his scalp was not burned, 
nor were his eyes injured.

“Rusty” is an intelligent pigeon. Joyce and Jeanette Grif-
fin of Motherwell brought home a baby pigeon in May. It 
is now a real pet, goes out for cows and to the mailbox 
resting on their heads. Last week “Rusty” followed the 
kids to school and pecked on the windowpane and Mrs. 
Crawford, the teacher, shut him in the porch until school 
was out.

The 40 to 50+ pound pumpkins in White Bros. store win-
dow are the product of Wm. Hutchings’ garden.

100 years ago (1923)

The horticultural society held the last flower show of the 
season in A.B. Creighton’s show window on Saturday. In 
comparison with the former shows held, this final one 
proved the most successful.

J.C. Makins has been instructed by the St. Marys Lacrosse 
Club to commence legal action against the Hamilton La-
crosse Club, “Guy” Smith of that Club, the OALA and the 
AAU and for damages in connection with the protest.

On Tuesday while Mrs. Frank Sager was visiting her sis-
ter, Mrs. J.M. Oliver, North Ward, a very painful accident 
happened to her little two-year-old boy, Roy. While play-
ing with a lawn mower he had the little finger on his right 
hand taken off. Dr. Stanley and the nurse were called.

Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later 
appointment times three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

Baking ✶ Produce ✶ Breakfast 
Preserves ✶ Youth boothsThe St. Marys Farmers’ Market

Beans, apples and raspberries

Market continues to Oct. 28
 
 

 
Saturdays 8 am to noon at Milt Dunnell Field
      
”

Connect with us for updates!
Thank you to 2023 sponsor National Farmers Union, Perth/Oxford Local

CELEBRATION

Join us for
Joyce McKay 95th Birthday Celebration

Saturday, October 7th Riverwalk Commons
2:00 pm - 4:00pm 

84 Water St. S - St. Marys ON

Pelkmans

”Carl” Carolus Henricus Maria Pelkmans in his 
79th year, who passed away on August 24th 2023, 
will have a celebration of life hosted by his family 

on Saturday, Oct 21, 2023 from 4 pm to 7 pm at 
922849 Road 92, Lakeside ON. In lieu of flowers a 
memorial donation may be made to the Parkinson 
Society of Southwestern Ontario. Online condo-

lences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

CELEBRATION

THANK YOU
Kingsway recently celebrated 50 years of care 
under the ownership of The MacKay Family. We 
would like to thank the residents, staff and family 
members who have been a part of this journey and 
helped contribute to the success of Kingsway.  Our 
Anniversary celebration was filled with memories, 
laughter, and joy thanks to the generosity of the 
following:
Our Residents
Our Staff
Family members and Friends
Maple Leaf Foods
Sysco Canada
Delmar Foods
The Buck Family
Sam’s Home Hardware
Kellog’s
Frito Lay Pepsi
Tremblett’s Your Independent Grocer
Canada Bread Company Limited – Yadi Singh
Lyrics Flowers

THANK YOU!

U PICK OR READY PICKED 
RASPBERRIES OR 

FROZEN BLUEBERRIES
SQUASH AND PUMPKINS AVAILABLE NOW 

OPEN 9 AM – 6 PM MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

CALL FOR DAILY PICKING CONDITIONS 519-283-6025
OR CHECK OUR WEBSITE SHELDONBERRIES.COM

276347 27TH LINE, LAKESIDE ON

Are You A Newcomer 
To The St. Marys Area?

The friends of the library has a FREE Welcome 
Package for you to pick up at the library!

• Phone Book
• Recreation Info
• Health & Wellness

• Gifts + MORE
• Maps
• Local Services

• Coupons

St. Marys Public Library, 15 Church St. 519-284-3346

Have you been affected by 
someone else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU! Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or App Available
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICIAN

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

519-284-2221• BINS-R-US
Formerly known as

St. Marys Lugger Service

PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations

MORTGAGE

SENIORS

TRAVEL

TREE SERVICE

CLEANING
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TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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MUSIC

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!
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Head O�ce: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 TICO 
#50010159 | Phone: (519) 284-2332

Branch O�ce: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 TICO 

#50025796 | Phone: (226) 333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

My Inspiration, Learning, Enjoyment & Success

LIST WITH CHRIS!

Hiller Realty Brokerage
100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101

Chris Evans, Broker

listwithchris@wightman.ca

Jake Stern
REAL ESTATE BROKER

519-949-8559
#RealEstateJake

FINANCIAL
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YOUR AD 
GOES HERE!

CALL 
519-284-0041

YOUR AD 
GOES HERE!

CALL 
519-284-0041
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Sudoku

Id: 92620

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 24

4 2 1
8 9 5

8 6 7
4 3 1

9 3 5
2 1 5 8 3

2 5
7 5

Solution
9 4 2 7 5 6 1 8 3

1 3 6 8 4 9 5 7 2

7 5 8 1 3 2 9 4 6

8 6 3 9 2 1 4 5 7

5 2 7 6 8 4 3 1 9

4 1 9 3 7 5 2 6 8

2 9 1 5 6 8 7 3 4

3 8 4 2 1 7 6 9 5

6 7 5 4 9 3 8 2 1

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

CLASSIFIED ADS
Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display 
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call 
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Wanted
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs.  Jazz, Blues, 
Rock, Pop, Fold, Soundtracks, and more.  Selectively buying 
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment.  For 
more information:  Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. 
Stratford/ 226-972-5750

CLASSIFIED ADS

Wanted
A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes. 
Phone 519-284-3774

Wanted to buy
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko 
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.
Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

Wanted
In search of small acreage to rent for corn and soya bean 
production.  5-30 acres in size, good price paid.  Please feel 
free to call or text 519-671-5260.  

QUIZ ANSWERS
1)1996

2)Woodwind

3)False

4)Greenland

5)23

6)China

7)F. Scott Fitzgerald 

8)Box jellyfish

9)New Israeli 
Sheqel

10)Oak tree

RUN YOUR 
CLASSIFIED AD 
HERE FOR JUST 
$10 PER WEEK

HELP WANTED

Join	our	team!	We	are	looking	for	a	dedicated	and	skilled	individual	to
join	 our	 team	 as	 a	 full-time	 Dairy	 Aftermarket	 Sales	 &	 Delivery
Representative	 based	 in	 Mitchell,	 ON.	 As	 our	 business	 grows,	 this
position	will	play	a	crucial	role	in	driving	the	growth	and	success	of	our
Aftermarket	and	Consumables	business	within	Avonbank's	designated
service	 territory.	This	 role	 involves	promoting,	 selling,	and	delivering
products	to	our	valued	customers	within	the	dairy	industry.	We	value
experience	and	are	particularly	 interested	in	candidates	who	possess
the	following	qualifications:

NOW HIRINGNOW HIRING
DAIRY AFTERMARKET SALES

& DELIVERY REPRESENTATIVE

APPLY NOW!APPLY NOW!
Scan	the	QR	code	with	your	mobile
device	to	view	the	complete	job	posting,
or	visit	www.avonbank.ca/careers

Resume submissions can be emailed
to info@avonbank.ca

695	TREMAINE	AVE	SOUTH,	LISTOWEL

Possess	a	valid	D	License	with	a	clean	driving	record.
Have	or	willing	to	obtain	Transportation	of	Dangerous	Goods	Certificate.
Sales	experience	and	ability	to	manage	customer	accounts.

Radar Auto Parts has a full-time position open 
in our St. Marys location. 

Currently looking for a driver/counter opportunity. 
Looking for a team player.

Please send resume to Radar Auto Parts, 
395 Queen Street in St. Marys.

HAPPY VALLEY FAMILY HEALTH TEAM
The Happy Valley Family Health Team is a dynamic team of 
professionals including 11 Family Physicians, Dietitian, 
Pharmacist, Mental Health Workers, Addictions Counsellor, 
Nurses, Nurse Practitioners and administrative support.

We currently have an opening for:

FULL-TIME PATIENT FLOW COORDINATOR

The Patient Flow Coordinator will be responsible for 
calling patients from the waiting room to the exam room, 
collecting and documenting height, weight, temperature 
and blood pressure in the Electronic Medical Record as 
required. Will also include administrative duties as 
assigned.  The Patient Flow Coordinator must be able to 
communicate and work e�ectively on a multidisciplinary 
team.  The Happy Valley Family Health Team has a 
mandatory vaccine policy.

Please forward resume by October 16th 2023 to:

Happy Valley Family Health Team

Attention: Kimberly Lang, Executive Director

268 Maiden Lane

P.O. Box 1120

St. Marys, ON

N4X 1B7

stmmc@stmmc.ca
Thank you to all applicants who apply.

Only applicants selected for an interview will be contacted.

The Happy Valley Family Health Team welcomes and encourages applications 
from people with disabilities.  Accommodations are available on request for 

candidates taking part in all aspects of the selection process.

BOOKKEEPER / 
ADMINISTRATOR

Duties would include:
-Payroll administration
-Accounts payable and receivable
-Day-to-day banking
-Invoicing
-Preparation of monthly financial reports

Our successful candidate would need to be:
-Detail-oriented
-Cognizant of working in a confidential environment
-Proficient with Microsoft O�ice products
-Knowledgeable in accounting
-Self-motivated and willing to assist team members as 
needed
-Willing to learn a computer program designed for travel 
agencies
The position would be based out of our oice at 150 Queen Street East, St. 
Marys, at an expected duration of 20 hours per week (Monday to Friday). 

Applicants: please send resume and cover letter to                                           
louise@stonetowntravel.com and stew@stonetowntravel.com.

Stonetown Travel Ltd. seeks a responsible and skilled individual to join our team as:



St. Marys Independent 32 Thursday, October 5, 2023

Cedarview Ad Outlined Bleed.indd   1Cedarview Ad Outlined Bleed.indd   1 9/11/23   1:24 PM9/11/23   1:24 PM


