
By Veronica Reiner

The New Hamburg Firebirds officially re-
ceived their lottery licence for this year as 
of Friday, August 4, which will allow them to 
continue their main fundraising activities.

The team had been initially told by the 
Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario 
(AGCO) around June that they did not qual-
ify for a lottery licence. This would have 
resulted in a shortfall of about $23,687.04, 
based on a six year average.

“We’re totally ecstatic at how Wilmot council 
and Mike Harris have helped us with this,” 
said Gord Mills. “They’ve been great assis-
tants in getting us back into our fundraising 
abilities again. We can’t speak to how hap-
py we are with what they’ve done for us for 
sure.”

The team also achieved a lottery licence 
for the Moparfest car show festival in New 
Hamburg, where they made more than 
$11,000 last year. The festival will take place 
on August 19 and 20.

“That’s a big fundraiser for us that we’ve 
done for a number of years, and it was a big 
part of our budget, so I wanted to try to find 
a way, because if not, we would have to re-
invent our wheel as far as fundraising goes,” 
said Gord.

A raffle lottery is a game where tickets are 
sold for a chance to win a prize at a draw, 
and includes 50/50 draws, elimination 
draws and calendar draws. Any event that 
involves gaming, including 50/50 draws, raf-
fles, casino nights or bingos, needs a licence 
from the province.

After submitting a letter on June 26 to 

By Lee Griffi

Any athlete will tell you it's difficult to 
win, but nearly impossible to repeat. 
The Tavistock Merchants U23 fastball 
team might not be saying that now after 
winning their second Canadian Softball 
title in a row. The team clinched gold 
with a three-and-a-half-inning mercy 
victory.

The team posted seven wins against just 
one loss en route to the gold medal, out-
scoring their opponents 68 to 25. Despite 

the lopsided run differential manager 
Kevin Zehr, always gracious in victo-
ry, said the competition was extremely 
tough. “Right from the first game where 
we only won 3-2 (against last year’s fi-
nalists from Owen Sound). Every game 
they had to work really hard, no matter 
what the score was, it wasn’t easy to get 
those runs and it wasn’t easy to keep the 
other teams from scoring.”

The Merchants’ road to the final led 
them to a battle against Saskatchewan 

and a raucous home crowd, a game that 
easily could have been a loss. Zehr said 
that matchup was the point where his 
confidence reached a new level. “When 
we were down four runs in the bottom 
of the seventh and came back to win 10-
9, that’s when there was no looking back. 
We knew Sunday going in we were on a 
roll.” The Merchants found themselves 
down 9-5 in the bottom of the seventh 
inning but were able to scratch out three 
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council requesting financial support, 
Gord appeared as a delegation on behalf 
of the Firebirds during a meeting on July 
24.

Council, at the end of an approximately 
25 minute discussion, agreed to advocate 
to the province to change the lottery li-
censing program, and then looking at the 
2024 budget, including ice time and over-
all fees, as to how to address that to sup-
port the team going forward.

According to a report written by 
Community Services Director Chris 
Catania, Wilmot Township provides in-
kind contributions to the Firebirds with 
a value of about $7,862 per year. This in-
cludes sponsoring two games per season, 
game giveaways at all home games, and 
on ice logos.

A suggestion to help relieve the finan-
cial burden for the Firebirds included a 
minor sport discount of up to 35 per cent 
off regular prime time ice rental rates. 
The Firebirds paid about $40,646.23 for 
ice rental for the 2022/2023 season, and 
this discount would save them about 
$14,226.18.

Other organizations, including the New 

Hamburg Hockey Association and the 
New Hamburg Skating Club receive this 
discount.

This was mentioned by Gord during 
his presentation. “When you look at the 
other user groups that are taking part 
in our arenas, we are the only ones that 

are paying full price,” said Gord. “We pay 
very well for our ice, to the point where 
we’ve looked at other avenues outside of 
Wilmot to try to fulfill our needs, because 
it costs a lot of money.”

“We’re paying dearly to play in Wilmot, 
and represent Wilmot. We’ve asked in the 

past for breaks in that way, and have not 
been successful in that aspect. The differ-
ence is right now, our needs are great.”

Wilmot Mayor Natasha Salonen said, “I 
do think looking at the 2024 budget on 
how we can help you guys going forward, 
and it’s great to know that ice time is a 
spot that we can certainly look to as to 
how we can move forward on that.”

Another suggestion brought up by 
Catania in his report included the mu-
nicipal grants program. The municipality 
grants organizations funding each year in 
the fall, with a total of $70,000 committed 
in 2023. The Firebirds received $2,157 
from the program this year.

During the meeting, Councillor Kris 
Wilkinson asked for a rough estimate of 
the average attendance per game. Gord 
said that there were roughly 400 fans per 
regular season game, and this jumped up 
to about 650 in the playoff games.

The Firebirds, this year, celebrated 70 
years of playing hockey in Wilmot. They 
are very active in the community and are 
well known and respected for both their 
on ice and off ice activities and communi-
ty involvement.

runs setting the stage for Thomas Baker’s 
heroics. He hit a two-strike, two-out, two-
run walk-off home run over the centre 
field fence to send Tavistock into the 
title game. Baker was named the tour-
nament's Playoff Most Valuable Player. 
“That was character. For them to be down 
four runs. It was a crazy game.”

Tavistock faced host Saskatchewan again 
in the gold medal game in what could 
be described as somewhat of a loud and 
hostile atmosphere, but his guys weren’t 
phased. “It was pretty loud. The bleach-
ers are all aluminum, and they would 
just bang on them. Their team fed off it 
but in the first inning, we went up 2-0. 
They had a leadoff single in the second 
and scored to make it 2-1 and I could feel 
the momentum changing from the ener-
gy.” As it turned out two runs is all the 
Merchants would need as they pound-
ed out seven runs in the bottom of the 
second and cruised to an 11-1 win. “The 
guys just took over with their bats and we 
went through the order. We scored two in 
the third to complete the mercy.”

The Merchants' only blemish was a 5-3 
loss to league rival Harwood, a game 
Zehr said they could have won but did 
use as motivation. “We outhit them but 
just couldn’t cash in the runs. We looked 
at how many hits we had in that game, 
and we said let’s double them for our next 
game. That was our mindset, and that was 
the way we carried forward to the end.” 

On a personal level, Zehr said it was spe-
cial to be able to share the moment with 
his wife and son who both played key 
roles. “It was great. To see Tyson not as a 
player where I have seen him his entire 
life, but to step in and be able to coach 
and bridge the gap between me and 
Gary (Baker) and lead these young guys. 
Sometimes it comes across a little differ-
ently from somebody who is only six or 

seven years older as opposed to someone 
30 or 40 years older.” The entire tourna-
ment was played in 30-plus-degree heat 
making Zehr’s wife Pam’s role in taking 
care of the team’s water and nutrition 
crucial. 

The manager said he has no plans to re-
tire, especially after having so much fun 
as the bench boss for this group of guys. 

“When you coach kids who have the will 
to win, they’re easy to coach so it’s fun.”

Both Tavistock and Harwood play in the 
Tri-County Men’s Fastball League, some-
thing Zehr said is a testament to the 
fastball talent in this part of the coun-
try. “For the two youngest teams in the 
league to medal at the Canadians says a 
lot about the quality of players. There are 
two teams in Tavistock, one in Innerkip, 
and four playing out of Hickson includ-
ing Don Scott’s midget team that just won 
OASAs. There is a lot of young talent in 
the league. I think it helps them, playing 
against older guys.”

Tavistock’s McKay brothers, both 
Canadian national team members, con-
tinued their solid play and were named 
to the all-star team. Mitch as an infielder 
with seven assists, 21 putouts, and a .350 
batting average with seven RBIs. Mason 
earned an outfielder award batting .400 
with seven RBIs.

Notes…Harwood had a chance to make 
it to the final against Tavistock but fell 
12-4 to Saskatchewan. They did earn a 
bronze medal…Top Batter in the tour-
nament went to Newfoundland’s Ryan 
Maher who hit an incredible .667 with 
a .737 on-base percentage…The tour-
nament was last held in 2019, thanks to 
the pandemic, and was won by the New 
Hamburg Mustangs...Tavistock hosted 
the Canadian championships back in 
2016.

Gord Mills delegates to council members on July 24. 
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On display are the gold medals won by the Tavistock Merchants at the Canadian champion-
ships in the last two years.

U23 Merchants repeat in Saskatchewan
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

As of Tuesday, September 5, PC Connect 
will be offering increased ency on the 
Rural Route (previously called Route A), 
by adding four new trip options Monday 
through Friday. Perth County is extremely 
excited to improve their public transit ser-
vice by offering more ride options on one 
of the most travelled PC Connect routes.

The new rural route schedule will provide 
riders with more opportunities to travel to 
and from Stratford, Gadshill (4013 Andy 
Street), Millbank (Anna Mae’s Bakery & 
Restaurant at 4060 Perth County Line 72), 
Mitchell, Listowel, Milverton (Perth East 
municipal office at 25 Mill Street East), and 
many communities in between. Increasing 
frequency on the rural route will make it 
easier for riders to get to work, appoint-
ments, social activities, and more. An up-
dated rural route Saturday schedule will 
also be in effect on September 5.

“In the world of public transit, frequency is 
freedom,” said Maggie Kerr, Transit Project 
Coordinator. “Offering increased frequen-
cy means that riders will spend less time 

waiting for the bus, and will have the lib-
erty to better align their travel with their 
own schedule and commitments. We are 
pleased to be able to offer more frequency 
where there is public transit demand, ulti-
mately creating a faster, more reliable, and 
more efficient service.”

In order to further the efficiencies of the 
service, PC Connect Route B will no lon-
ger be in operation. Following the last day 
of Route B service on Friday, September 1, 
riders will continue to be served through 
the PC Connect Rural, 1, 2 and 3 Routes. 
For more information on the new sched-
ules, please visit perthcounty.ca/pcconnect.

Launched in November 2020, PC Connect 
is funded by the province’s Community 
Transportation Grant Program. Since 
launch, the service has welcomed over 
23,000 riders aboard its fleet of five bus-
es. PC Connect operates five routes 
Monday to Saturday, serving Perth County, 
Stratford, St. Marys, Kitchener/Waterloo 
and London. For route maps, schedules 
and more information about PC Connect, 
please visit: perthcounty.ca/pcconnect.

PC Connect increasing 
frequency along rural route

Optimist Club of Petersburg 
Breakfast In the Park 

Sunday, August 13
8:30 am to Noon Petersburg Park 

‘Serving You Breakfast Since 1983’

Breakfast proceeds go to our youth and community service work.

Scrambled Eggs, Pancakes, Bacon, 
Homefries, Toast, Juice and Coffee

Adults $15 
Under 10 $10

The new bus schedule for the rural route. 
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Manita and Bradon La Rose stand in front of a new flock of chickens before they go out to pasture. Manita La Rose moves the Cackellack machine to provide the birds with fresh grass.

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism 
Initiative Reporter

There is a new player in Oxford County’s 
chicken market, and it is a couple who 
decided to go back to their rural roots af-
ter a few years of living in the city.

Manita and Brandon La Rose bought a 
farm in East Zorra-Tavistock last year, 
just west of Hickson, and wanted to find 
a way to get back to the land. Manita 
said they weren’t exactly sure what they 
wanted to produce when they bought 
the property but landed on chickens. 
“We wanted to buy close to my parents 
but also wanted to make sure we had an 
opportunity to do something. The origi-
nal intent was to be commercial chicken 
farmers but that is extremely expensive 
to get into. The only way that might hap-
pen is if we bought a farm with a chick-
en barn already on it. To buy a farm, 
the quota, and build a barn was just too 
much.” 

After spending last year in the Family 
Food Program, the couple decided to en-
ter Ontario’s Artisanal Chicken Program 
this year. “We could raise up to 300 broil-
er chickens, so meat birds. When you do 
that, you don’t have to report to anyone, 
you can butcher them yourself, but you 
can only consume them yourself and sell 
to friends and family through word-of-
mouth marketing only. No Facebook or 
ads in the paper and customers have to 
come to the farm to pick up the meat.” She 
added that with the artisanal program, 

they can raise between 600 and 3000 
meat birds, all without quota. “It gives us 
the opportunity to be farmers without 
having to pay big dollars. But just like a 
commercial operation, we do get audit-
ed by the Chicken Farmers of Ontario 
who checks out our bio-security mea-
sures along with records of feed, and our 
flocks.” All of the couple’s chickens must 
be processed in a licensed facility just 
like commercial chickens meaning their 
products are just as safe as anything that 
could be purchased in a grocery store. 

For the first three weeks of their lives, 
the chicks are fed inside and have access 
to a starter feed. “It has about 18 percent 
protein content that helps give them a 
boost. After about three weeks when 
they are fully feathered, we take them 
outside if the weather cooperates but if 
it is too cold or wet, we won’t. They get 
fresh pasture every day. They graze, run, 
scratch, and do anything a chicken wants 
to do but they also get supplemented 
with a grower feed which is well-bal-
anced to help them mature.” Manita said 
they are also required to give their birds 
grit, something commercial operators 
are not required to do. “They can’t di-
gest grass without something to grind it 
down. They don’t have the same kind of 
digestive tract that we do, and they don’t 
have teeth so they can’t chew and that is 
where the grit comes in.”

The couple uses what is called a Cackellac 
mobile poultry shelter, otherwise known 

as a chicken tractor, to house their birds 
outside. “It could be a homemade mobile 
coup, but this is what we use. Each of 
these can hold up to 100 birds and comes 
with two feeders and automatic waterers 
so the birds have water any time of day.” 
She explained that on hot days the feed 
is wet down so they can take in some wa-
ter when they are eating. “This breed has 
been bred for years and years for grow-
ing. That is their primary focus, and they 
are always hungry.”

Oxford County has seen a shift in terms 
of grocery store meat versus small pro-
viders. Manita believes the quality of 
their chickens is above and beyond what 
is available in grocery stores. “We eat our 
chicken ourselves and we find the meat 
is more tender because the birds move 
more and have more opportunity to frol-
ic. The added activity doesn’t make them 
tough, it makes them more tender. The 
grass makes them more nutrient dense 
which I believe adds to the flavour.” 
Brandon said the difference between 
their birds and the commercial sector is 
obvious. “It’s hard to explain but in-store 
meat is kind of mush, it’s just there. Take 
the breast meat for example, it’s almost 
like there’s a grain to it. You can slice 
through our chicken with a spoon if you 
cut it right and it’s juicier.”

The farm offers whole or cut chicken 
pieces along with the other products. 
“We have honey garlic chicken sausag-
es and chicken burgers and there are 

no fillers or gluten in them for anyone 
who has any sensitivities. We also have 
ground chicken which is just chicken,” 
said Manita.

As for what’s next in their business plan 
the couple is working towards the farm 
being their full-time gig. “The end goal is 
to have the farm be self-sustaining so we 
can quit our jobs or at least slow down. 
We both like what we do, and we don’t 
really want to just stop, but it would be 
nice if we could have more time for the 
farm. We lived in Woodstock for three 
years and something was missing. I grew 
up on a farm, and Brandon grew up in 
the country. We realized that wasn’t the 
life for us so here we are.”

They named the farm after experienc-
ing the unique weather conditions at the 
top of the valley on the 11th Line. “We 
came here two or three times before we 
moved in and every single time it was so 
windy, I could hardly talk to the person 
next to me. We would be walking against 
the wind sideways and go in the shed to 
get away from it and we’d all of a sudden 
fall forward. I guess it is because we are 
at the top of the hill, so that’s where the 
wind part comes from. And for the rose, 
we just wanted to incorporate something 
from our name.” She added ‘wind rows’ is 
an agricultural term for when hay is cut 
and then raked into rows.

WindRose Farm is active on social media 
and orders can be made on their website 
at https://www.windrosefarm.ca/. 

Back to their roots – raising chickens on Windrose Farm
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By Veronica Reiner

Although Pride Month of June is over, there are many 
ways to be an ally to the 2SLGBTQIA+ community 
year-round.

According to Statistics Canada, in 2022, the country is 
home to at least one million people who are lesbian, gay, 
bisexual or of another sexual orientation than heterosex-
ual - representing four per cent of the population aged 
15 years and older. Among this population, about 52 per 
cent are women, 44 per cent are men, and three per cent 
identify as non-binary.

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette spoke with representa-
tives from two organizations aimed at creating safe spac-
es for the 2SLGBTQIA+ community in Waterloo Region, 
including OK2BME and SPECTRUM. Both stressed the 
importance of meaningful action.

“It’s not necessarily something that we can just call our-
selves and decide that we’re an ally,” said Erin Huston, 
Program Lead at OK2BEME. “Allyship is very much 
something that is done and realized through ongoing ac-
tion and willingness to show up in different ways.”

“Someone does not just give themselves the title of ally - 
it’s bestowed on them by people from the community that 
they’re wanting to ally with. And that’s true of any other 
equity seeking or marginalized community too,” said Scott 
Williams, executive director of SPECTRUM.

“You might want to refer to yourself as an ally, but until 
you’ve actually taken action, and a queer person has rec-
ognized it and thanked you for it, that’s when the allyship 
has actually taken place. And it needs to be ongoing.”

Scott said that education is the first thing that he rec-
ommends to people wishing to become allies to the 
2SLGBTQIA+ community. “To spend some time educating 
yourself, learning about the issues that are 2SLGBTQIA+ 
people, and what kind of supports they might need.”

On the organization’s website at www.ourspectrum.com, 
there are different documents, toolkits, videos, and fact 
sheets to help better understand the current situation.

Some other actionable suggestions include writing to lo-
cal representatives to support legislation for trans safe-
ty, attending fundraising events, or making donations to 
2SLGBTQIA+ organizations.

Other actions could include paying attention to decisions 
being made in local spaces, such as the Waterloo Region 
District School Board. If there is something that can be 
done, such as writing a letter of support for inclusive 

practices, it’s important to do so.

“We often see, during Pride month, sort of a rainbow 
washing of corporate logos,” explained Scott. “I would say 
that’s great for visibility, which is a first step - but we’d 
like to know, what’s backing that up? What are you do-
ing internally in your organization for your 2SLGBTQIA+ 
employees, to make sure that they’re represented proper-
ly in policies and procedures in your space?”

Scott suggested amplifying queer voices, and standing up 
for members of the 2SLGBTQIA+ community when they 
are not in the room.

Erin suggested using gender neutral language, which is 
language that avoids reference toward a particular sex 
or gender. For example, the words “policeman” and “wait-
ress” are gender specific job titles; the corresponding 
gender neutral terms are “police officer” and “server.”

She added that sharing your pronouns is a great practice 

to get into.

“My pronouns are she/her, no one has ever used the 
wrong pronouns for me, people assume she/her and they 
are correct,” said Erin. “When I share my pronouns, it’s 
not for my own purposes, it’s so that the other person who 
will be introducing themselves - it’s not weird for them to 
say that their pronouns are they/them.”

Other important actions to take could include correcting 
people when they use incorrect pronouns, or when they 
use defamatory or offensive terms.

“Just being willing to have those sometimes uncomfort-
able, sometimes awkward conversations in our personal 
relationships is a really huge thing,” said Erin. “It’s one 
thing for an organization like us to come in and do train-
ing somewhere, but it’s a whole different thing for some-
one in their immediate circle to be inviting them to may-
be think in a different way.”

Both organizations started years ago, and have grown 
over this time.

SPECTRUM is about 10 years old, and was started be-
cause of the need for physical space for 2SLGBTQIA+ in 
the Waterloo Region. All of their programs and services 
developed over time after that - there are more than 30 
different groups and programs happening every month.

“We also do a lot of education through our Rainbow 
Diversity Training program for different businesses and 
organizations,” said Scott. “So that’s 2SLGBTQIA+ cultur-
al competency training. We have workshops that go from 
the 101 level that has the basic terminology and key con-
cepts, to 301 that gets into history, patriarchy, colonization 
and some more in depth topics.”

OK2BME is a set of supportive services for 2SLGBTQIA+ 
children, teens, adults and their families in Waterloo 
Region. The program consists of three areas, including 
confidential counselling services, OK2BME youth groups 
for individuals ages 12 to 18, as well as public education, 
consulting and training around 2SLGBTQIA+ issues.

“Counselling is a huge piece of what we do,” said Erin. 
“That is available virtually, in person. On Thursday eve-
nings, we have our walk-in. So you don’t have to neces-
sarily need to make an appointment, you can come into 
the space and just request a counsellor, and one will be 
made available for you.”

OK2BME program was officially started in 2005. “It’s very 
much grown and continues to evolve in whatever ways 
people need us,” said Erin.

Becoming a better ally to the 2SLGBTQIA+ community 
year round

The rainbow flag, a symbol of LGBT pride and LGBT social 
movements. (Photo credit: Sara Rampazzo)
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Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM
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By Scott Dunstall

It comes every year. Just like every annual event on our 
calendar. But unlike a special holiday, this day on the cal-
endar has a profound and deep sense of sorrow and loss. 
It has been euphemistically coined 911. Those numbers 
mean something different for all of us because the first 
thing we think of is…Where was I? For me, out mak-
ing customer calls and hearing it on the car radio. My 
wife was in the lobby of an office building in downtown 
Toronto, and when she learned that what she had just 
observed on the TV screen was not a replay but a second 
plane hitting the second tower, she became very nervous 
about the spot where she was standing.

The Optimist Club of New Hamburg has been a major 
supporter of The Sunshine Foundation of Canada for well 
over 30 years, donating over $330,000 during that time. 
They have been a direct recipient of the proceeds from 
the Optimists annual Vehicle draw, which peaks on the 
last day of Moparfest Weekend. This year it will be the af-
ternoon of August 20th at the New Hamburg Fairgrounds.

What is the common denominator between these two 
events? On the morning of September 11, 2001, five 
New Hamburg Optimists: Gary Bender, Doug Miller, 
Paul Holst, Jim Wettlaufer and Paul Diebel were in the 
air along with 95 children and their 100 caregivers and 
support team headed to Disney World in Orlando for a 
one-day Sunshine Foundation DreamLift. Going the oth-
er way were planes colliding with the World Trade Center, 
Pentagon and a field in Pennsylvania.

They had no idea what was going on. They found out later 
that the pilot had been requested to land at Atlanta but 
refused, saying there were many kids on board with spe-
cial needs and only Orlando was prepared to receive them 
with the local Sheriff’s Department standing by. They 
also found out later that because they were a Canadian 
Charter they could not be identified by the US military. 
There were five other planes in the air at that moment 
that couldn’t be identified either. Had they not been able 
to authenticate the flight within the next 15 minutes, they 
would have been shot out of the air, passengers or not.

As the New Hamburg Optimists will be drawing for the 
vehicle this weekend, I sat down recently with Doug, 
Gary and Paul, who are the only surviving Optimists from 
that trip, I also spoke with Ross Roth, who is a long-time 
member and past President. He drove them to the airport 
in Hamilton and, with the help of a few other members, 
got the kids safely and comfortably onto the plane... To a 
man that was flying that day, they all said that plane hit 
hard, and when it sped down the runway, all they could 
see were military aircraft and security vehicles with lights 
flashing driving beside the plane. They didn’t get a sense 
of what was happening until they were loaded onto a bus 
and an Air Force person came on board and told them 
there was a world event and they were being marshaled 
to a hotel in Orlando. Don’t forget, this was supposed to 
be a day trip. It lasted three before they could get on a 
plane to go home. And there was no place for the kids 
to go once they got to the hotel... Disney World was one 
of the first places to be shut down for fear of it being a 
prime target.

The hotel opened its door and threw away the cash regis-
ter. They also opened the doors to the conference center.

Each Optimist was assigned a room with one or two 
kids. Gary Bender told me that he roomed with two ear-
ly teen boys who suffered from muscular dystrophy. One 
night they were chatting into the evening when the boys 
were talking matter-of-factly about one of the children 
down the hall that most likely would not be around for 
Christmas. When Gary retells that story, tears well up in 
his eyes even 22 years later.

The parents were beside themselves, as you can well 
imagine but the kids… naw. They had a great time. This 

was probably the best three days they had in their lives. It 
was the first time they were away from home… and now it 
was time to have fun. Some mini-golf course greens were 
set up, Disney World broke tradition and sent characters 
and games off their campus for the first and only time in 
history. Local police and firefighters came by and showed 
off their equipment and vehicles. Local sports celebri-
ties stopped by to play catch with a football and talk to 
the kids. CVS started pouring in medical supplies while 
TJ Maxx made sure everyone had a change of clothes, 
the hotel covered the room, and a lot of the food costs. 
Corporations like McDonalds chipped in on the food as 
well and delivered burgers, fries and drinks for nearly 
200 people more than once. A couple of the Optimists 
came into one of the rooms one afternoon, and there was 
a young man on the phone talking to a local restaurant 

known for its young female servers. He was trying to or-
der food and have it delivered by a couple of servers be-
cause, apparently….” they needed some girls there.” On 
the second day, they were informed that they would be 
one of the first handful of planes to fly in America since 
the planes hit, and that was based on a compassionate 
need. Parents gathered at the Hamilton airport on day 
three, and those kids were hugged and squeezed so hard 
like never before in their lives.

Gary, Paul and Doug all presented me with their memo-
ry books and artifacts lovingly preserved from the trip. 
Gary still has his room key and plane ticket. I read a letter 
from the Sheriff’s department that shared their memories 
of this life-altering event… and their thanks for the ball 
caps Doug brought to them when he visited Florida a year 
later. I also read a letter from one of the parents who said 
that those three days were a breakthrough for their child. 
He had never been apart from Mom and Dad before, and 
they said that he came home with a new sense of inde-
pendence that never left him. Paul Holst summarised it 
well. He said he will never forget how the American au-
thorities came together and treated a group of confused 
and distressed Canadians with kindness and compassion. 
Total strangers helping total strangers.

We all have memories of that day. The dedicated members 
of the New Hamburg Optimists have very mixed emotions 
about it… and the two that followed. In Newfoundland, 
they came from far and away. In Orlando, they came from 
all around that day. Kids do that to people.

Vehicles tickets may be purchased up to the day of the 
draw and can be done either online through the Optimist 
website: newhamburgoptimist.ca, from an Optimist you 
know, at Cruise Night August 18 (the Friday night be-
fore Moparfest in downtown New Hamburg) where the 
Optimists will have a kiosk OR anytime during the show 
at the Optimist trailer.

COMMUNITY —
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40 
YEARS

The Optimist Club of New Hamburg: A story of 
compassion ahead of Moparfest weekend
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Visit us at Stratford Kia

Sales, Service and Parts

2024 Kia Carnival2024 Kia Seltos

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2023 Kia Stinger

By Gary West

Service dogs are being trained constantly and are rec-
ognized by the general public by the red coats they are 
outfitted with, to show they are in training.

A young Perth County poultry farmer has taken on the 
important task of not only raising hens for laying eggs, 
but also has become a “puppy raiser,” but not just any run 
of the mill raiser of young puppies!

She volunteers her time with Autism Dog Services 
(A.D.S.) and fosters service dogs in training from 8 weeks 
old, until they are ready for advanced training, which is 
usually when the dog is about 18 months old.

Kayla Veldman farms with her family south of Stratford 
and west of Tavistock, on the Perth-Oxford boundary, and 
took the time to speak with us about her newly found 
hobby.

She says she “started volunteering with A.D.S. during 
COVID, as a way to get out of the house and has really 
enjoyed working with the dogs and learning how to train 
them.”

She says she has “fostered four service dogs in train-
ing for the organization so far, and is currently training 
Barley, who is just over a year old.

One of her previous foster dogs is working as a certified 
“Autism” service dog. Two of her previous dogs, before 
that, have been career changed, and now work as scent 
detection dogs with police services.

Most service dogs she trains are Golden Labs and Golden 
Retrievers, with some being Standard Poodle Cross 

Breeds.

Kayla, who is a graduate of the University of Guelph, says 
she started off raising puppies but transitioned to raising 
adult dogs and now spends a lot of her time finishing the 
training of those adult dogs, when they are over a year 
old.

 She says they finish their training before they move into 
advanced training with the “on staff” professional dog 
trainers.

Miss Veldman says, “it has been incredibly rewarding to 
volunteer as a puppy raiser.”

She said, “It’s always hard to let the dogs go at the end 
of their training with her, but states it is so rewarding 
watching them go on and do great things.”

Autism service dogs make a world of difference for 
the children and families of children that they serve. 
According to Veldman, A.D.S., animals help children with 
autism by offering companionship, aiding in confidence 
building, help to keep children safe, and support those 
children through their sometimes difficult, daily lives.

As a young, energetic lover of dogs, Veldman says autism 
dog services is currently recruiting puppy raisers. They 
are looking for people who are able to commit 12 to 18 
months to socialize and provide basic training to puppies, 
and attend biweekly puppy classes.

She said being a “volunteer puppy raiser” with A.D.S. is 
most rewarding, and knowing you are helping someone 
in need with autism who could be young or not so young.

Perth County’s Kayla Veldman trains service dogs

Kayla Veldman with her Golden Lab, Barley, her service dog 
in training, who goes with her almost everywhere she goes. 
They were together at a gathering in Shakespeare last week.
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www.josslin.com
1  888  567  7546•• •

24
 H

OUR CLAIM
  ASSISTANCE

Tuesday
August 22, 2023
Beginning at 6:00 p.m. until dusk

Hwy. 7&8 at Peel Street, New Hamburg ON
“ ON OUR EXPRESSWAY LOT”

16th Annual

Awards • 50/50 Draw• Music

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism 
Initiative Reporter

East Zorra-Tavistock Township has im-
plemented a new alcohol policy for use in 
spaces owned by the municipality.

The township said it is committed to pro-
viding a safe environment to residents 
and wants people to enjoy the various 
facilities and parks available. The new 
document will also protect the township 
from insurance and liability risks, which 
ultimately come at a financial cost to the 
community.  

“A formalized alcohol policy was consid-
ered by council a few terms ago (prior 
to the 2018-2022 term), but for whatever 
reason, it was not proceeded with. The 

important thing to do is to look forward 
and implement a policy that will keep res-
idents and visitors safe and limit insur-
ance and liability risks for the township,” 
said Mayor Phil Schaefer.

The policy comes into effect on September 
1 at township-owned facilities. To help fa-
cility user groups become familiar with 
the new policy, two public information 
sessions are being hosted on August 17, 
one at the Innerkip Community centre 
from 10 a.m. to noon and the other at 
Tavistock Arena’s upper hall from 7 to 9 
p.m. Township staff will be on hand to an-
swer any questions the public may have.

The document is 22 pages long, and while 
people may not want to read it from start 

to finish, Schafer said it is a good idea. 
“The policy document is very compre-
hensive, and if I was renting a township 
facility and serving alcohol, I would want 
to be aware of my responsibilities. Staff 
are also able and willing to assist in an-
swering questions from prospective user 
groups on how the policy may specifically 
affect them.”

The township believes the policy fills an 
outstanding administrative gap that was 
highlighted in the Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan. “While we have to this point 
enjoyed an excellent track record of safety 
at local events, having a municipal alcohol 
policy in place is a best practice for mu-
nicipalities,” said Schaefer, who added that 
before the township took over Parks and 

Recreation, the private contractor (Ken 
Wettlaufer) had his own rental agreement 
forms which included some conditions 
for events that included alcohol. Special 
Occasion Permits and insurance coverag-
es were verified. “This policy provides a 
prudent approach that will assist users of 
our facilities, our staff, and our ratepayers 
to ensure that a positive, safe experience 
is enjoyed by all.”

The policy underwent review and dis-
cussion by council in the spring. “Council 
sees this as an essential policy to have in 
place for our growing communities. We 
will regularly review policies and strategy 
documents to ensure we are meeting our 
current and future needs,” said Schaefer.  

EZT has a new alcohol policy

The following are highlights from the East 
Zorra-Tavistock Township council meet-
ing on Wednesday, August 2.

During the meeting:

Council reviewed correspondence from 
Oxford County, including the review of A 
Place to Grow and the provincial policy 
statement; municipal blue box program 
transition update; draft transportation 

master plan; and draft water and waste-
water master plan.

Council requested that township staff 
reach out to Oxford County public works 
staff to request a presentation outlining 
how anticipated water and wastewater 
capital projects will be funded.

Staff reports were received. Highlights 
included updates on the strategic plan 

Request for Proposal, and the construc-
tion of the new administration building at 
89 Loveys Street.

Planning:

Sitting as the committee of adjustment, 
council approved a minor variance appli-
cation for 65 Young Street in Innerkip.

The next scheduled East Zorra-Tavistock 
council meeting is set for Wednesday, 
September 6 at 9 a.m.

For more details, see the meeting minutes 
of the East Zorra-Tavistock municipal 
website or contact Municipal Clerk Will 
Jaques at 519-462-2697 extension 7828.

East Zorra-Tavistock meeting highlights
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By Gary West

For many decades now, the Lange 
Bros. (Tavistock) Limited tree service 
and stump removal company of RR2 
Tavistock, has been synonymous with re-
moving dead or broken down trees and 
branches from area properties when the 
need arises.

The third generation company from 
South Easthope township has an inter-
esting history, with family roots that date 
back to the early 1950s.

At that time, Ellard Lange (who also 
owned a school bus line), east of Harmony, 
went into the painting business with help 
from Carl Walters and Ellard’s brothers - 
Adolph, Clarence, Frank, and Harold.

In 1967, Harold and Frank bought into 
the business and changed the name to 
Ellard Lange and Bros. Limited. In 1970, 
Harold and Frank started in the tree re-
moval business, and by 1975, they decid-
ed to split the company.

Frank and his wife Ellen bought out the 
shares of brothers Ellard and Harold 
and changed the name to Lange Bros. 
(Tavistock) Limited. Frank’s son, Rae, 
started working in the business after high 
school, and after many years, in 2004, he, 
along with his wife Cindy, took over own-
ership of the company.

Their main line of work these days is tree 

removal, trimming and stump removal, 
and they also provide other services such 
as Aerial Bucket Service, Natural Wood 
Chip Sales, and Crane Truck Service. At 

one time, they were also involved in line 
painting, driveway sealing, roofing and 
industrial painting.

The third generation, son Nick Lange, is 
now part of the business and looks after 
all the company’s trucks, safeties and ser-
vices and is the lead hand on a crew in 
the trimming and removal of trees.

Twenty years ago, they also started into 
the landscaping field, and are currently 
cutting over 300 acres of lawn weekly. 
Daughter Jodi Lange was a grass cutter 
for 12 years, but now she has pursued a 
career in nursing. Nick's wife, Jessica, is 
now looking after the grass cutting while 
juggling the kids around.

Rae Lange helps out cutting sports fields 
with the company’s 16-foot wide mower. 
Lange Bros. currently employs a crew of 
five (two of which have been working on 
the tree crew for over 20 years) and also 
includes an arborist on staff.

Since the Lange Bros. Business has be-
come so diversified and busy, Cindy 
Lange is the manager of bookkeeping 
and payroll, while juggling taking care of 
the grandkids.

They, in all likelihood, will become the 
next generation looking after trees 
and lawns in the Tavistock, Stratford 
and Perth County areas as the compa-
ny known as Lange Bros. (Tavistock) 
Limited, continues to grow from their 
humble beginnings at RR2 Tavistock, in 
the area of South Easthope Township in 
Perth County.

Lange Bros (Tavistock) Ltd. continues to expand and grow

The Lange Bros. pause before continuing their tree cutting. From left, Rob Malcho (in the 
bucket), Nick Lange (foreman), Alex Seaton, Glenn Miller, and Dean Simons.
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COME CHECK OUT OUR 
MONTHLY SANDWICH SPECIAL!

519-655-2278
8 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock Ontario

Hours: Tues - Fri: 7am - 3pm | Sat: 8am - 1pm
FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS MEET EVERY 

FRIDAY NIGHT AT 7PM (FOLLOWING JESUS)

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Waterloo Regional Police Service 
(WRPS) have issued a scam warning after 
receiving several reports of victims falling 
for phishing scams.

In most instances, the fraudster sent a text 

message to the victim claiming to be their 
child.

The fraudster then tells the victim they 
need funds to buy a new phone or pay a 
bill.

The scammer then provides the victim 

with their new phone number for future 
communication. Fraudsters commonly 
then request funds through e-transfers.

The investigation into these incidents is 
ongoing.

Anyone with information is asked to call 

the WRPS at 519-570-9777.

To provide anonymous information, please 
call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 or 
submit online at www.waterloocrimestop-
pers.com.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

Those who are looking to make a differ-
ence in the community, while fostering 
personal connections with people, can be-
come a volunteer at Woodingford Lodge.

Woodingford is seeking volunteers who 
are interested in helping with activities, 
supporting services at home, or using 
their special skills and talents to develop 
new programs.

Volunteer opportunities include every-
thing from visits, café help, front lobby 
support and help at meal times, to support-
ing recreation events, spiritual programs, 
palliative care, gardening, pet therapy, 
music programs, “travel and treasures,” or 
a program or activity you propose.

As a volunteer, personal involvement 
helps keep residents connected to their 
community. This is also a great opportu-
nity for secondary students looking to 

complete their community hours.

The online application form is avail-
able: https://forms.oxfordcounty.ca/

General/Woodingford-Lodge-Volunteer-
Application-Form

Waterloo Regional Police Service issue phishing 
scam working

Woodingford Lodge seeking volunteers

www.stonetowntravel.com

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL Where in the world Where in the world 

would you like to go?would you like to go?  

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel 

consultants today!consultants today!
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SNAREY, Donald George
Passed away peacefully 
with his family by his side 
at Woodstock Hospital on 
Tuesday, August 1, 2023 at 
the age of 75.  Reunited 
with his beloved wife of 
51 years, Judith (Judie) 
Eileen Snarey (nee 
McCutchen), who prede-
ceased him on October 
19, 2022.  Loved father 
of Mark Snarey, Kristy 
O’Neal (Bob Schmidt) 
and Stephanie Fraraccio 

(Ben).  Cherished grandfather of Marcus and 
Addison; Emily, Nicole and James; Kaleb, Logan 
and Rhys.  Dear brother of Margaret Schenk 
(Larry), and brother-in-law of Gary Oxley.  
He will also be fondly remembered by many 
nieces and nephews, and extended family.  
Predeceased by his parents, Morris and Cora 
Snarey (nee Chambers), sister Muriel Oxley and 
brother Robert Snarey.

Don believed in being kind to all living things 
and loved to make others smile. For those who 
wish, please donate to a charity of your choice 
or perform a random act of kindness in memory 
of Don.  

A celebration of the lives of Don and Judie will 
be held on Friday, August 11, 2023 between 2-5 
pm and 6-8 pm at Waterside Pavilion, Southside 
Park, Woodstock.  Cremation has taken place. 
Arrangements entrusted to the Brock and 
Visser Funeral Home (519)539-0004.

OBITUARY
PLETSCH, Larry

Larry Laverne Arthur Pletsch, 78, of Stratford 
(Perth East), passed away in St. Marys General 
Hospital, Kitchener on Monday July 31, 2023. 

He was born at Stratford on March 22, 1945 a 
son of the late Laverne Arthur Pletsch and the 
former Reta Mae Binkle. 

Larry was a dairy farmer prior to being cash 
crop farmer. He was a member of Grace United 
Church, Tavistock. 

He is survived by his wife, Yvonne Kathryn 
(Eidt) Pletsch whom he married on March 8, 
1974; five children, Sherri-Lynn Way (Mike), 
Gary Pletsch (Tessa Trachsel), Jason Pletsch 
(Loretta Subject), Cherise Pletsch (Jeremy 
Berger), Parry Pletsch; proud papa of Natalie, 
Rachel, Lauren, Megan and Bree Way; Jack and 
Jared Pletsch; Riley, Cara, Taylor, Emily Pletsch 
and Carley Berger; two sisters, Denise Smith 
and Donnalene Hodes (Dr. Peter); three aunts, 
Marg Pletsch, Shirley Binkle and Marg Binkle; 
brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law, Paul and 
Betty Ann Eidt, Ken and Pat Eidt, Bruce Eidt; 
several nieces, nephews, cousins and extended 
family.

Besides his parents he was predeceased by 
his step-mother, Rose Pletsch; his brother 
and sister-in-law, Barry and Margaret Pletsch; 
brothers-in-law, John Smith and Gary Tuer; 
his father-in-law and mother-in-law, Earl and 
Kathryn Eidt and several uncles, aunts and 
cousins.

Relatives and friends were received in the 
Francis Funeral Home, 77 Woodstock Street 
North, Tavistock on Wednesday August 9th 
from 4-8 pm and Thursday August 10, 2023 
from 10 – 10.45 am where the funeral ser-
vice was held at 11 am. The Rev. Marg Smith 
officiated. Reception followed.  Interment in 
South Easthope United Cemetery followed the 
reception. 

In lieu of flowers, as expressions of sympathy, 
donations to, South Easthope United Cemetery, 
Diabetes Canada, The Arthritis Society, A.L.S. 
(Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis) or The Heart 
& Stroke Foundation would be appreciated 
and may be made through the Francis Funeral 
Home by calling 519-655-2431.

Personal condolences can be posted at                  
www.francisfh.ca

OBITUARY

COMMUNITY —

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Programs each Sunday for children during service. 
St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
Special guest preacher is Canon Christopher Pratt.
All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.
St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road  St Agatha  519-634-8212  
Pastor Nancy Mann
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon discussion.  
All are welcome

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP

TAVISTOCK MENS CLUB 
SAUERKRAUT SALES

At Mens Club Building 
78 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON
Saturday, August 12 & 19th

11 a.m. - 2 p.m.    
2 1/2 lb bag  @ $5.00 per bag
Contact for further details 

Ross Schumm 519-535-3201

Larry Dietrich 
IN MEMORIAM

In loving memory of a very special husband, Dad and 
grandpa, Larry Dietrich who left us two years ago 

August 7th. We love and miss him every single day, 
life will never be the same without out you Larry. 

Linda, Elliot, Andrew, Scott & Jordanna
Grandchildren: Spencer, Grayson, Parker, 

Ruby and Rence.

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/TheWTGazette

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Instagram!
Instagram.com/thewilmottavistockgazette

The Wilmot-Tavistock GazetteRUN YOUR 
BUSINESS 

CARD AD HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or ads@wilmotpost.ca
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WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 

Office: 519-655-2151 

Rev. Marg Smith

www.graceunitedtavistock.com

graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com

Online worship available on our website

10:30 am in person worship service

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK

Interim Rev. Hans Borch / 519-655-2372

Masks welcomed but not required

www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown

131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,   
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship service.

Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)

www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701

Wellington Street, Tavistock

stpaulstavistock@gmail.com

Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra

Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson

www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:

https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0

Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611

Email: office@tavistock.church

www.tavistock.church

August 10: Happy Birthday to Andrew Weitzel (18), Marilyn Brenneman and Tatyana 
Barker, and anniversaries for Dave and Kelly Roth (38th), and Jason and Stacey Zehr 
(27th).

August 11: Happy Birthday to Amylea DeVouge (19) and anniversaries for Bruce and 
Cindy Kropf (45th), Scott and Julie McGregor (22nd), Kevin and Stacey Kalbfleisch 
(16th), Paul and Lisa Chemerys (16th), and Dan and Bethany Klein (11th).

August 12: Happy Birthday to Sadie Lange (8), Piper Trachsel (12), Ella McGregor 
(18), and Wendy Lamond, and anniversaries for Jason and Heather Murray (17th), 
Eric and Melanie Wiegand, and Matthew and Rosalyn McLaren.

August 13: Happy birthday to Ari Roth (6) and Lydia Cressman (14), and anniversary 
for Monty and Sandra Eby (40th).  Mackenzie and Mackenzie Kalbfleisch (1st)

August 14: Happy Birthday to Clark Pletsch (10), Katelyn Waters (22) and Drew Ross 
(27), and anniversary for Perry and Michelle Riehl.

August 15: Happy Birthday to Calista Gaudun Gies (8), Haley Wirth (18) and Mat-
thew Brenneman (20), Angela Meconi, and Jeff Skubowius, and anniversary for 
Dustin and Erin Yantzi (14th).

August 16: Happy Birthday to Marc Brenneman (17), Zachary Hobson (19), and Shy-
anne Herlick (20), and anniversaries for Dan Brenneman and Kristy Schlegel (20th), 
Dan and Amy MacLeod (8th).

Does someone in your family have a special day coming up? Let us know at thewtga-
zette@gmail.com to appear in our Birthdays and Anniversaries listing or to arrange for 
a special announcement ad.

BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES

By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

August 1-8, 2018 Edition (5 years ago)

As of the Friday, July 27 deadline for 
nominations for the October 22, 2018 Mu-
nicipal Election, it seemed as through no 
one in Tavistock wanted to serve on East 
Zorra-Tavistock Council. However, at the 
close of extended nominations, three res-
idents of the village have put their names 
forward. Margaret Lupton, Tom Murray 
and Phil Schaefer will vie for the two 
Ward 1 seats on Council.

Tavistock resident Mike Sullivan re-
turned home from the Canadian Trans-
plant Games (CTG) in Vancouver, B.C. 
with 1 gold medal in singles’ 10-pin bowl-
ing and 3 bronze (in doubles and triples 
lawn bowling and long jump). Mike, who 
is now 65, was on the brink of death over 
7 years ago, in desperate need of a heart 
transplant. On February 10, 2010 he re-
ceived his gift of life.  

The Tavistock Athletics captured the 2018 
U16 Boys’ Canadian Fast Pitch Champi-
onship in dramatic fashion on Sunday, 
defeating the host team from Innerkip 

2-1 in 13 innings in the gold medal game. 
Jackson Pegelo singled home Carter Roth 
to end the longest final game in the U16 
tournament’s history, which took three 
hours to complete.

August 6-13, 2008 Edition (15 years ago)

What would you do to raise $1,000 for 
cancer research? Maples employee Nan-
cy Lichti agreed to have her head shaved.

Ten years ago, Chee-Peng Tan and Peih-
Leng Ooi, emigrated from Malaysia to the 
United States to study at the Universi-
ty of Nebraska. This past May, they took 
over the Tavistock Gas and Variety con-
venience store in an effort to get out of 
the big city of Detroit, where their careers 
had led them, and raise their children in 
a rural community.

Five contestants have been entered into 
the 23rd Annual Fall Fair Ambassador 
competition for the Tavistock Agricul-
tural Society Fall Fair: Tori Smythe, Iain 
McMillan, Katie Pletch, Cory Ward, and 
Brittany Wilson.

August 5-12, 1998 Edition (25 years ago)

Well over 1,000 people attended the 
opening ceremonies for Tavistock’s 150th 
Anniversary celebrations on Friday eve-
ning, July 31st in the Tavistock & District 
Recreation Centre.

The unveiling of the memorial cairn in 
the centre of the village on Sunday morn-
ing is probably the most lasting remem-
brance that we will have of Tavistock’s 
150th Anniversary celebrations. 

This summer holiday will be one to re-
member for 5-year-old Shelby McLaren 
and her family of Tavistock. On Satur-
day, August 8th in Toronto, Shelby sang 
on stage at the Molson Amphitheatre 
with Canadian country music star Shania 
Twain in front of 20,000 people.

August 15, 1973 Edition (50 years ago)

A recent traffic count showed 20,000 ve-
hicles used Hope St. East from Tuesday 
of one week until 3:30 p.m. of the next 
Monday. At the same period, Hope St. 
West indicated a count of 16,000, the dif-
ference being accountable by the extra 
traffic coming in along Highway 59 and 
exiting by the Townline. 

At the Public Utilities Commission meet-
ing held on August 9, the continued high 
consumption of water was  noted. The 
possibility of a water shortage, since our 
wells are only 33 feet deep at the res-
ervoir and 65 in the park, led the com-
mission to a decision to investigate the 
digging of a third and deeper source of 
water.

The Old Gazettes

Are you planning a family celebration?
We accept all announcements - weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, new baby, etc.

Or are you looking to hire local people, or wanting to sell something or buy something? We will publish your classified ad.

For pricing call 519-580-5418 or email ads@wilmotpost.ca.

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1) What is the formula for the chemical compound 
known as “carbon dioxide”?

2) In which country would you find the ancient city of 
Machu Picchu, often referred to as the "Lost City of 
the Incas"?

3) During which years did WWI occur?

4) Which animal is capable of rotating its head up to 
270 degrees in both directions?

5) Who was the first woman to become the Prime 
Minister of the United Kingdom?

6) What are the names of the Titanic’s two sister 
ships?

7) Who sculpted the famous statue of “David”?

8) In the 2000 horror/thriller film “American 
Psycho”, which actor plays the leading role of Patrick 
Bateman?

9) In the nursery rhyme "Twinkle, Twinkle, Little 
Star," what is the object that the star is compared to?

10) Fissures, vents, and plugs are all associated with 
which geological feature?

Answers found on page 22
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

This spring, the Wellesley Township Fall 
Fair issued a challenge for 12” crocheted 
squares in autumn colours.

“We are pleased to say that Wellesley 
Township and beyond pulled together and 
we gathered 45 squares,” said Wellesley 
Township Fall Fair member Wendy 

Richardson.

The squares have been joined and made 
into five afghans that will be shown at the 
fair on September 12 and September 13, 
then go toward charitable purposed.

Richardson thanked everyone who partic-
ipated, and noted that the group plans to 
make it an annual challenge. 

Wellesley Township fall 
fair completes afghans

By Gary West

Good food has finally arrived back in 
Shakespeare in the form of a food truck. 
It can prepare burgers, hot dogs, fries and 
onion rings, among other good foods and 
drinks while you wait.

Sayed and his wife Ulia along with their 
three children, keep the food truck cook-
ing seven days a week from 11 a.m. to 9 
p.m.

The Kalaras food truck has made the 
front corner of the villages Esso station on 
7&8 Highway, an easy location for hungry 

visitors to find. Now in business for over 
a month, the owners say they are getting 
busier by the week.

The family has an interesting history over 
the last 20 years, starting from their home 
in Afghanistan, through Kazakhstan 
among other countries including Russia 
and are now glad to be living and working 
in Canada. They reside in Waterloo.

They take working in Ontario and Canada 
very seriously, and Sayed says his family 
is glad to contribute to this country’s econ-
omy and want to be givers and not takers.

Shakespeare has its 
newest food truck

On holiday Monday is Sayed Mohamed, taking a break from his Kalaras food truck at the 
corner of the Esso station property, on Highway 7&8 in the village of Shakespeare.

 

1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0 

519-656-2880 
 

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

Christopher W. Franklin 
Funeral Director 

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding regions 
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve. 

N.H. INC.
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���������������	���������������	���Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  

  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Waterloo Region District School 
Board online registration will be un-
available from August 14 to August 21 for 
scheduled maintenance.

Those who are planning to register their 
child with the WRDSB for the 2023-2024 

school year can start the registration pro-
cess through the online form. To allow 
schools time to process registrations, the 
WRDSB asks that those interested sub-
mit their registration as early as possible. 
Schools will be open to the public for reg-
istration appointments after August 28. 
Pre-submitting your registration online 

will simplify the registration process.

If your child is currently a student with 
the WRDSB and is switching schools with-
in the district, contact the school your stu-
dent will attend after August 28 for more 
instructions.

For those new to Canada, the International 

Admissions Office is open Monday 
through Thursday during the summer. 
Email the department at internation-
al@wrdsb.ca once your child is living in 
Waterloo Region to start the registration 
process.

Please visit wrdsb.ca/register for instruc-
tions on how to register online.

WRDSB registration unavailable from August 14 to 21
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Canoeing
Barbecue
Mosquitoes
Flashlight
Compass

Hiking
Chipmunk
Insect repellent
Kayak
Lantern

Marshmallows
Camp�re
Smores
Nature

Sponsored by:

���������������������������������

PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU

Pet of the Week
REMY

Our Pet of the Week is Remy Ziegler. 
Remy is a 2.5 year old mixed breed of 

part malamute, border collie and springer 
spaniel.  Remy loves going for walks and 
getting treats and playing with her doggie 
cousins at the dog parks. Remy lives with 

her Ziegler family in Baden.

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by    
emailing info@wilmotpost.ca

By Veronica Reiner

The Waterloo Regional Police Service 
is investigating a report of a suspicious 
person in Wellesley Township. The sus-
pect has a matching description to anoth-
er attempted abduction incident in Perth 
East.

On July 19, two women were followed 
by an unknown man in a vehicle. One 
of the women was riding her bike, while 
the other was driving a horse and buggy. 
Both reported being in the area of Lichty 
Road and Ament Line.

About one day later, a young man was 
riding a bike on Line 86 between Listowel 
and Dorking and was flagged down by a 
male motorist. The driver reportedly be-
gan asking questions before he attempt-
ed to grab the youth and pull the youth 
into his vehicle. The young man got away, 
and the unknown man fled in the vehicle.

The vehicle involved in the incident was 
described as a small four door car, un-
known colour and reportedly very dirty.

Another attempted abduction occurred 
on Perth Road 131, just south of Line 
86 in Perth East Township on July 26. At 

about 11:10 a.m., a youth was riding their 
bike on a rural portion of Perth Road 131 
when they were stopped by a man stand-
ing outside of his vehicle.

Throughout the course of the investiga-
tion, the suspect gestured for the youth 
to stop, asked multiple questions, and 
then grabbed the youth. The youth was 
able to get free after a short struggle. 
The suspect immediately left the area in 
his vehicle, and was last seen travelling 
northbound on Perth Road 131.

The suspect has been described in the 
incidents as: white, 30s to 40s, about 
5’6, heavier build, with short to medium 
length dark hair and a slight accent. In 
the July 26 incident, the suspect was also 
described as having stubble, wearing a 
white button up short sleeve shirt with 
a black vest. The vehicle was described 
as an older turquoise car, possibly a 
hatchback.

When asked whether the two incidents 
were connected, Ontario Provincial 
Police (OPP) Constable Kimberly Lyon 
said, “It’s still under investigation, and 
we can’t say at this time whether they are 
connected or not.”

WRPS investigating 
suspicious person in 
Wellesley Township

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Waterloo Regional Police Service 
(WRPS) is looking for community feed-
back through an online survey. It was de-
signed to capture the community's opin-
ion on the future of policing in Waterloo 
Region, including priorities, safety con-
cerns and emerging trends. Responses 
will be used to identify policing priorities 
for the next three years.

The survey is voluntary and should take 
about 20 minutes. All answers are kept 
strictly confidential and anonymous. 
Participants are not asked to provide 
identifying information, such as their 
names. Any questions that participants 

do not want to answer can be skipped. 

For example, the first part of the survey 
asks about participants' trust and con-
fidence in the police. The survey asks 
participants to rate police effectiveness 
in resolving crimes where violence is in-
volved, responding quickly to calls for as-
sistance, and providing crime prevention 
information. 

The deadline to complete the survey 
is August 20. The survey is available 
at www.wrps.ca. Those who have any 
further feedback can contact Amanda 
Franceschini in the strategic services 
branch at amanda.franceschini@wrps.on.
ca or 519-570-9777 extension 8430.

WRPS seeks community 
feedback

www.stonetowntravel.com

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL Where in the world Where in the world 

would you like to go?would you like to go?  

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel 

consultants today!consultants today!
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FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL

ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM

Adriana and Mitch Danen, who recently purchased their own 130 cow dairy operation. The 
operation is close to their parents farm in South Easthope Township of Perth County, while 
inquisitive cows look on.

COMMUNITY —

By Gary West 

Farm reports over the last number of 
years have stressed the fact that we are 
losing farmers in Canada at an alarming 
rate. Those reports also state that the av-
erage age of the farming population is get-
ting older and is now in the upper 50s, age 
wise.

We visited last week with the owners of 
Daneway Farms, the Danen family, on 
Line 33 (Pork Street) in South Easthope 
township. The sister and brother duo of 
Adriana and Mitchel Danen, both in their 
early 20s, were able to spend a few min-
utes explaining their recent dairy farm 
purchase.

They took advantage of an opportuni-
ty to buy the larger-than-average dairy 
(Holstein) operation, milk quota and land 
from a nearby neighbour, who was exit-
ing the business. The purchase included a 
modern drive-through free stall barn and 
a double 12 Gea milking parlour, along 
with a sufficient amount of feed and work-
able land.

As this was an ongoing purchase, and very 
close to their parents farm, they decided 
they couldn’t pass up the opportunity to 
operate the dairy on their own, and still 
be able to work their land base with their 
parents Chris and Janice Danen.

They both are from families with strong 
ties to the production of grade A milk.

According to Mitch and Adriana, both sets 

of grandparents, Tony and Jane Danen, and 
Henk and Emma Boersen, who all began 
their dairy farming in Perth County, immi-
grated to Canada from the Netherlands in 
the 1950s.

Adriana has learned they “came to Canada 
with very little money and only a suitcase 
in hand and a dream to be productive 
dairy farmers milking cows.”

To this day, descendants of the Danen 

and Boersen families have become some 
of the most prolific, successful and hard 
working farmers in both Perth and Oxford 
counties.

As with their parents and grandparents, 
the sister and brother team felt that farm-
ing in a supply managed commodity, like 
milk, was the security they felt most com-
fortable with, to work and invest in their 
future with a guarantee of income, if they 
worked hard and managed well.

They both are graduates from the 
University of Guelph, Ridgetown Campus, 
with a diploma in Agriculture. Mitch 
spends one week every month on a dairy 
herdsperson apprenticeship program. 
This coming fall, Adriana will be attend-
ing Olds College in southern Alberta in 
order to obtain a degree in agri-business, 
which she feels will be key to running a 
successful dairy operation in the future.

In the past, the two have worked not only 
at their own family’s dairy, but also for 
other farms and farm supply businesses, 
including green house work. This was in 
order to gain outside expertise in paving 
the way for themselves to manage their 
own operation in future years.

Adrianna is quoted as saying that she and 
Mitch are “thrilled to be working together 
on Daneway farms, with the support and 
guidance from their parents, and are ex-
tremely proud to carry on their family’s 
legacy, and their Opa’s dream to be pro-
ductive dairy farmers.”

Daneway Farms - Perth County’s newest young dairy farmers

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Waterloo Region District School Board (WRDSB) is 
undergoing an active code of conduct investigation of 
Trustee Mike Ramsay.

The WRDSB did not name the trustee, however, Trustee 
Mike Ramsay commented about the investigation in a 
statement posted on Twitter:

“The school trustee game of thrones continues. The com-
plaint is about something I supposedly said in meetings 
and on a radio show years ago,” he said.

“Don’t we have something better to do? Like govern a 
school board? If you think another $10k investigation is 
a great use of your money, please send a congratulatory 
message to the Chair of the Board @weston_dj. Please be 
polite and civil.”

According to the WRDSB, the investigation involves one 
or more school board employees, so it will be treated as 
an in camera item.

The organization added that parts of Bill 98 that touch 
on the code of conduct have not yet been put in effect by 
the Ministry. Until the Ministry proclaims this part of the 
act and establishes new rules for school board codes of 
conduct, the policies that school boards have remain in 
effect and must be followed.

“Respect and adherence to the Code of Conduct is an in-
tegral part of governing the WRDSB, and a responsibili-
ty we take very seriously,” wrote the WRDSB. “We are, as 

ever, focused on student achievement and well-being in 
our work as the Board of Trustees serving the students 
and families of the WRDSB, while respecting the process-
es laid out in the code of conduct.”

WRDSB trustee responds to code of conduct investigation

WRDSB trustee Mike Ramsay.
���������������������

��������������������
�
��������������
������	����������
����������������

��
�����������

���������������������
������������������������������������������
����
	��	�������������
�	��	��	��������������������
�����������������
�



17Thursday, August 10, 2023The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

By Veronica Reiner

New Hamburg Home Hardware currently has several 
items on sale, including birdseed and barbecues.

Sheila Walker has run the business, along with her broth-
er, Kevin, since December 2014. The business is located 
at 59 Peel Street in New Hamburg.

“We have the BeautiTone designer series, which has got 
a paint and primer, so it’s top of the line,” said Sheila. “We 
sell a ton of it. There’s a great selection of colours. We 
have a machine that colour matches. You can bring in 
your ball cap, T-shirt, curtains, and we will colour match 
it for you - it’s very beneficial.”

The BeautiTone designer series is described as an ex-
ceptional 100 per cent acrylic product, formulated with 
the latest in paint technology for an unsurpassed quality 
coating. Interior sheens are available in flat, velvet and 
eggshell.

Sheila said that the customer service at the New Hamburg 
Home Hardware is above and beyond. Many employees 
have been there for more than a decade, and have plenty 
of product knowledge.

“We try to transfer that product knowledge to any new 
employees coming in,” noted Sheila.  

There is one new employee that has been there for about 
three weeks now. She recently moved back from British 
Columbia.

Sheila noted that the new employee is a general one, rath-
er than specializing in one specific department. “Mostly 
all of our employees are general. We do have someone in 
the paint department 95 per cent of the time - other than 
that, we kind of float,” noted Sheila.

She added that there is a lot to learn about being an 
employee.

“If you come in green to this business, it would proba-
bly take a year to know from one end to the other,” said 
Sheila. “You have 13 departments, and then within 13 de-
partments, you have categories, and then what does the 
product do? What are warranties? How do you use it? You 
might not even know in a year!”

She said that there are always new situations coming up, 
along with new products. “Home is forever changing and 
developing,” said Sheila.

A new small appliance line will be implemented in the 
fall, changing bit by bit. Mosaic and Betty Crocker brands 
will be the new houseware lines, along with the Swan 
brand from Germany, which will be the high end prod-
ucts. “We’re always transitioning,” said Sheila.

 local business local business
support Know your NeighbourhooD

Experience Small Town Personal Service

Business profile: New Hamburg Home Hardware

Creative custom picture framing since 1989
519.656.1073 | pia@profilesinart.com
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PFENNING’S ORGANIC FOOD BOX
For fresh, home-delivered certified organic produce & food

Order online, call us or shop in store

Enjoy our patio with a coffee!
We now offer specialty coffee and tea!

STORE HOURS: Tues - Thurs 9am - 6pm, Fri: 9am - 8pm, Sat: 8am - 5pm

The birds are still hungry!
Sun�ower bird seed 9kg

REG $29.99 | SALE $24.95

Peanut in Shell 1.3kg
REG $18.99 | SALE $14.95

59 Peel Street, New Hamburg ON | 519-662-1450

AWARD WINNING 
GOUDA CHEESE

IT’S LOCAL, 
IT’S GOUDA, 
IT’S GOOD

We also sell Quark, Curds & 
Homegrown Beef

Gift Baskets and Gift Certificates
Call 519-662-4967 or 

www.mountainoakcheese.ca
Mountainoak Cheese 3165 Huron Road, New Hamburg

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am - 5pm | Closed: Sundays and holidays

New Hamburg Home Hardware owner Sheila Walker. (Photo contributed)

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
Your Weekly Newspaper Serving New Hamburg, Tavistock, Baden, Wellesley, New 

Dundee, St. Agatha, Shakespeare, Petersburg, Hickson, Punkeydoodle’s Corner and area

Pick-Up your FREE copy at many local stores OR have your 
Gazette in your mailbox every week with a subscription.  $49 per 
year (includes tax).  Read online anytime at www.wilmotpost.ca

Call 519-655-2341 or email thewtgazette@gmail.com

HAVE A STORY IDEA?
We’d love to hear from you!

ADVERTISE?
Contact Sharon Leis 519-580-5418 or email 

sharonbleis@gmail.com
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SPORTS —

The Wilmot Thunder U15 girls baseball team took on the St. Marys team on August 2. The Wilmot Thunder team consists of Aubrey T, Aurora M, Emily S, Kayla H, Kenzie W, Kylee J, Lauren 
H, Madelyn B, Rebeka E, Sabrina H, and Violet W. (Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)

Tavistock A’s U17 take home Gold

Wilmot U15 girls face off against St. Marys 

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing 
PLUS Water Conditioning

519-748-1694Serving Waterloo 
Region since 1983

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette 
Staff 

The Tavistock Athletics U17 
Tier 2 ladies’ team had a suc-
cessful weekend capturing 
Gold in the ‘B’ Division at 
Provincials in Stratford.

The team opened the tour-
ney with a 12-2 win over 
the Mississauga Hurricanes. 
However, followed that 
up with a 6 - 5 loss to the 
Stratford Flames, in which 
the team was down 5 - 0 in the 
first inning. They managed to 
claw back but lost 6 - 5.

The Saturday morning game 
was a must-win in order for 
them to move on to the play-
off. The A’s came out on top 
18 - 7 winning against the 
Haldimand Heat. This would 
leave the Tavistock A’s for a 
re-match against Stratford on 
Saturday night at Packham 
Rd.

The A’s coach, Chris Faulhafer, 
noted that the game against 
Stratford was tough, and the 
A’s ended up tied,  8 - 8 in the 
bottom of the 6th. The girls 

were resilient and were able 
to string a few hits together 
to score five runs in the top 
of the 7th. The team came 
around and won 13-8.

The next game was against 
the Kitchener Klassics first 
thing Sunday morning, and 
the ladies came in strong 
with a 12 - 0 win after five in-
nings.  This game then moved 
the team to the finals back at 
Anne Hathaway in Stratford 
later that afternoon.

The Tavistock A’s faced the 
Stittsville 56’ers, who were 
undefeated in the gold med-
al game in front of a good 
crowd.   It was a tight contest, 
as expected, with the score 2 - 
1 for Tavistock going into the 
top of the 5th. The A’s came 
out on top with a 9-6 victory.

The Tavistock A’s have had a 
successful year taking home 
bronze at the Waterloo Ghosts 
tourney in May, gold at the 
Barrie Bash in June and are 
currently sitting in 2nd place 
in the Grand Valley league 
heading to our year-end tour-
nament in Palmerston.

Pictured are back row: Chris Faulhafer, Rob Faulhafer, Ella Riddick, Morgan Yantzi, Nicole Alexander, Isabelle 
Schmidt, Alexa Baker-Phillips, Ava Glaab, Barb Wilhelm, Trevor Glaab, Bill Riddick. Front row: Avery Faulhafer, Grace 
Demelo, Alex Murphy, Nyla Giesbrecht, Olivia Faulhafer. Absent: Maddie Sword, Erin Baechler
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*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

IT’S WORTH THE DRIVE TO STRATFORD KIA!IT’S WORTH THE DRIVE TO STRATFORD KIA!

2020 Chevrolet Blazer True North

$43,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
11,504 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Kia Soul EV Limited

$42,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
47,898 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Cadillac CT5 Sport

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
24,271 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2020 Honda Civic Sedan EX

$30,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
37,677 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Toyota Camry SE

$34,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,484 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Mazda CX-9 Signature

$46,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
24,383 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Volkswagen Atlas Cross Sport

$46,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
17,960 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Subaru Crosstrek Limited

$38,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
52,208 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ford Edge SEL

$43,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
12,466 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Nissan Rogue S

$37,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
33,568 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Nissan Rogue SV

$36,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
44,393 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2020 Ford Explorer XLT

$41,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
57,423 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Audi Q5 Komfort

$35,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
44,400 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Lexus UX 250h

$42,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
22,471 km

All-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2023 Chevrolet Malibu 2LT 2021 Kia K5 LX

$41,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
193 km

$32,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
46,305 km

Front-Wheel Drive All-Wheel Drive

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Wilmot Thunder baseball team would 
like to give a special shout out to its coach-
es and volunteers.

Behind every successful team, there are 
dedicated coaches and volunteers who in-
vest their time, knowledge and guidance 
to shape players to be the best they can be.

As the season wraps up, participants are 
invited to recognize and celebrate excep-
tional performances with awards in vari-
ous categories.

Awards are being handed out in the fol-
lowing categories:

Coach of the Year (Tom Mussleman 
Memorial Award)

Fan of the Year (Norm Ryckman Memorial 
Award)

Sportsmanship and Ability (Penny Roth 
Memorial Award)

Volunteer of the Year (Rose Palla Memorial 
Award)

Most Improved Player (Murray Wagler 

Memorial Award)

Pitcher of the Year (Doug Fischer 
Memorial Award)

Umpire of the Year (Donated by the 
Clifford Family)

To vote, visit: www.wilmotthunder.com/
form/2285

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Don Green Memorial Slo-Pitch tour-
nament is taking place this weekend in 
Wellesley.

As of Tuesday, August 8 at around 1 p.m., 
there were several volunteer spots avail-
able. They could be filled by high school 
students needing to fill their 40 community 

service volunteer hours.

These shifts included:

Friday, August 11; 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. (food, 
cooking and serving). There is one person 
needed.

Saturday, August 12; 2 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
(ticket/cash table). There is one more 

person needed.

Saturday, August 12; 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. (food, 
cooking and serving). There is one more 
person needed.

Those who are interested or have ques-
tions about what is required can reach out 
to Krista at krista.sharma99@gmail.com.

The Don Green Memorial Slo-Pitch 
Tournament takes place every year and 
raises money for community sports and 
projects. The event includes friendly, com-
petitive baseball, beer gardens, a 50/50 
raffle, and a barbecue.

The event is put on by the Wellesley & 
District Lions Club.

Wilmot Thunder awards and recognition voting open

Don Green Memorial Slo-Pitch tournament taking 
place this weekend, seeking volunteers
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TRAVEL —

If you watched coverage of The 
Open golf tournament (often 
erroneously referred to as The 
British Open), you saw a whole 
bunch of very wet, wind-blown 
golfers taking on the elements. 
The elements mostly won.

I identified with their plight. Not 
with their level of talent – the 
game I played called golf is so far 
removed from their game that 
it should have a different name 
of its own – “duff” or “flub” or, as 
suggested by golf partners from 
time to time, something far less 
suitable for print.

No, what I identified with was 
playing golf in unspeakable con-
ditions.

Because I was in northern On-
tario as part of a group of half a 
dozen travel writers who were 
hosted on a golf tour in June.

Typically, a golf get-away means 
finding several golf courses at 
the same golf resort or nearby 
communities, adding some un-
healthy meals and a fair amount 
of beer, and Bob’s your uncle.

We didn’t do that. Well, okay, we 
did have unhealthy food and 
a certain quantity of beer, but 
our hosts were determined that 
we experience a large swath of 
northern Ontario so we were 
playing courses in North Bay, 
Sudbury and Manitoulin Island 
on consecutive days. And we vis-
ited some breweries. Did I men-
tion beer?

Day One: Osprey Links Golf 
Course just outside North 
Bay  about two hours from our 
hotel in Sudbury. We were driven 
to the course through pretty in-
tense rain. Well, it might bright-
en.

It didn’t. It was coming down in 
sheets. We sat in the clubhouse 
hearing stories about the link 
(or perhaps the lack thereof) be-
tween former Ontario Premier 
Mike Harris and the course. Fas-
cinating stuff for a political junk-
ie like me.

The rain and wind continued. 
Three of our group members 
opted out. But three of us, on the 
premise that we would proba-
bly not get to play Osprey Links 
again any time soon, donned rain 
gear and climbed into golf carts.

The rain gear was pretty ineffec-
tive – mine, anyway. I was soon 
soaked to the skin, my clubs 
were slipping in my hands, my 
golf gloves were sodden, and the 
wind was blowing my golf balls 
sideways. At least that’s my story, 
and I am sticking to it. 

And I was having a ball!

That’s because of several things. 
I was playing with two equally 
deranged golfers, Dave Finn and 
Max St. John, and we were all in 

hysterics about the unexpected 
results of playing in a gale. The 
course is in fact beautiful, even in 
the rain, and we had learned that 
it is a sanctuary for all sorts of 
wildlife. Thankfully, the rain kept 
the bears away, if not the mos-
quitos. We were unduly proud of 
ourselves for simply sticking it 
out. We will not discuss scores.

We had brought a certain amount 
of dry clothing with us so were 
able to partially change after 
the most moist nine holes I have 
ever played. We headed for the 
New Ontario Brewing Company 
in North Bay for a tasting flight 
of their excellent craft beers, an 
interesting tour of the brewery 
and dinner.

The three non-golfers stayed 
dry, but I am willing to bet that 
the three idiots who braved the 
storm had more fun. And the 
good news is the Holiday Inn 
in Sudbury had one industrial 
clothes drier so by next morning, 
nothing was damp.

Which was good because we 
loaded everything into the SUVs 
early the next day and headed 
for Manitoulin Island where we 
were to play 18 drier holes at 
the First Nations-owned Rain-
bow Ridge Golf Course. Another 
two-hour trek later and we had 
crossed the only land bridge that 
links the island with the main-
land and were about to experi-
ence life, Manitoulin style. Which 
is apparently a thing unto itself.

Everything our hosts had 
planned, except the golf itself, 
got rearranged because folks on 
Manitoulin operate on “island 
time”. Our dining arrangements 

were changed twice in one day 
for reasons I never figured out 
but other establishments put out 
the welcome mat and we were 
royally entertained with terrific 
island cuisine and yes, a flight of 
beers, this time at the convivial 
Manitoulin Brewing Company.

Next morning, back to Sudbury 
to play 18 at the terrific Timber-
wolf Golf Course designed by 
“world-renowned course archi-
tect” Thomas McBroom.

Timberwolf, which opened in 
2000, is the shining star among 
five courses owned by a local 
family. It now features a unique, 
“Pro Putt Putting Course” that is 
vastly more challenging than any 
conventional mini-golf course. 
It is well worth a visit in its own 
right.

And the actual course has been 
accurately described as “a won-

derful tour through the wilder-
ness of Northern Ontario”.

In fact, it is that northern re-
ality that made our trip most 
worthwhile. The rules of golf are 
the same everywhere but the 
game can be transformed into 
something entirely different by 
unique environments. In the case 
of Northern Ontario courses, that 
includes the local wildlife (I saw 
sandhill cranes on Manitoulin); 
the unique topography (no lack 
of rocky outcroppings!); and did 
I mention the weather?

Oh yeah, the local craft beer is 
well worth sampling too.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and President of the 
Travel Media Association of Can-
ada. To contact Paul about travel, 
his books, or speaking engage-
ments, email pknowles@golden.
net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Neither wind or rain shall keep these golfers…

By Paul Knowles

The unique Pro Putt course at Timberwolf in Sudbury, with manager Mark Vainio. (Photo by 
Paul Knowles)

Could a golfer be wetter? The author, nearing the end of the rain-drenched and hilarious 
nine holes at Osprey Links in North Bay. (Photo by Max St. John)

Even in the rain, Osprey Links is a beautiful, Northern Ontario course. 
(Photo by Paul Knowles)
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COMMUNITY —
Show Us Your Wilmot

Each week, the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette will publish interesting photos from around the 
community. The inspiration for this came from the Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook group. 
This photo was taken by Darryl Gingerich, depicting the full moon rising over the Mike 
Schout Wetlands Preserve. (Photo credit: Darryl Gingerich)

GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY HOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVEL

DISCOVER PORTUGAL
SEPTEMBER 18-29, 2024

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

BOOK NOW
TO RECEIVE

$100
discount/person

Ser v ing
Ont ar io

Ag r ic ul t ur e
s inc e 1966! 

Famil y o w ned  
& 

Oper at ed519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
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Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - AUGUST 2023
August 10th

Castle Kilbride Summer Con-
cert Series

Thursday evenings, bring your 
lawn chair and enjoy unique 
music on the front lawn of Cas-
tle Kilbride from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Weather permitting. This day, 
the Kitchener Musical Society 
(Classical) will play.

August 10th

Beef Barbecue at Tavistock Me-
morial Hall

The Cattlemen’s Association 
returns with their beef barbe-
cue. Dinner is beef, potato salad, 
corn-on-the-cob and pie. Drive 
through is 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
$25 per ticket, advance tickets 
only. Tickets available from di-
rectors, 519-421-2327 or Zehr 
Insurance 519-655-2422.

August 10th

Scotiabank Fundraising Bar-

becue

From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Scotia-
bank in Tavistock will hold a 
fundraising barbecue to support 
Tavistock Minor baseball in 
town. All proceeds raised from 
the barbecue will be donated to 
support area teams.

August 11th

Good Eats & Musical Beats

Taking place at Fellowship Bible 
Church at 150 Hamilton Road in 
New Hamburg from 4 p.m. to 9 
p.m., including the fifth annual 
Pet Talent Contest. Including lo-
cal food trucks such as the Fun-
nel Cloud, Fo’Cheezy, El Milagro 
and the Serial Griller.

August 11th & August 12th

Don Green Memorial Tourna-
ment

Taking place at the Wellesley 
park pavilion. On Friday, 5 p.m. 
to 1 a.m. and Saturday from 

11 a.m. to 12:30 a.m. Slo-pitch 
action, community barbecue, 
prizes and Molson Coors beer 
gardens.

August 12th

Shakespeare Optimist Family 
Fun Day

The Shakespeare Optimist Fma-
mily Fun Day and Open House 
will take place from 1 p.m. to 6 
p.m. in celebration of their 50th 
anniversary. Elvis tribute artist, 
magic acts, jumpy castle, crafts, 
food truck, Scoopers ice cream 
and more. Everyone invited.

August 14th

Blood Drive

Taking place at the Shantz 
Mennonite Church at 2473 Erbs 
Road in Baden. Booking times 
are available from around 3 p.m. 
until about 8 p.m. at www.blood.
ca.

August 18th

Board of Trade Cruise Night

Taking place from 5 p.m. to 9 
p.m. at the New Hamburg Mill 
Block. This year will feature a 
vendor market. The Board of 
Trade is looking for local craft-
ers, artisans and makers to 
showcase their products. Those 
interest can contact member-
coordinator@nhbot.ca for more 
information.

August 19th & August 20th

Moparfest

Canada’s largest Mopar Car 
Show, which includes a swap 
meet, prizes, food, vendors - 
pre register or pay at the gate. 
Brings together Mopar enthu-
siasts from all over the place. 
More info at www.moparfest.
com.

August 22nd

Wellesley Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting taking 

place at 4805 William Hastings 
Line in Crosshill at 6:45 p.m. 
Also streamed on the Township 
of Wellesley YouTube page.

August 22nd

Expressway Ford Cruise Night

The Expressway Ford 16th An-
nual Cruise Night at Expressway 
Ford on the business lot on 1554 
Haysville Road, Highway 7&8 in 
New Hamburg. Fords, Mercurys 
and Lincolns only. Music, 50/50 
draw, awards. Lions Club charity 
barbecue, ice cream proceeds 
to Simple Dreams (children’s 
charity).

August 28th

Wilmot Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting tak-
ing place at 60 Snyder’s Road 
West in Baden at 6:45 p.m. Also 
streamed on the Township of 
Wilmot YouTube page.
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SPECIAL SERVICES
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Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Instagram!
@thewilmottavistockgazette

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
IS AVAILABLE AT

New Hamburg
Thrift Centre, Short Stop, Sobeys, 

Office Pro, No Frills, Mario's Chicken, Library, 
McDonalds, Tim Hortons

Tavistock
Double D's Restaurant, D&D Homestyle Cuisine, Tim 

Hortons, Hasty Market, Sam's Independent
Quehl's Restaurant, IDA Pharmacy, Shell Gas, Library

Wellesley
Pym's, Schmidt's Bulk Pantry, Cook's Pharmacy

Schmidtsville Restaurant

St. Agatha
Pfennings Store

Petersburg
Petro Canada Gas Bar

Baden
Tim Hortons, Circle K, Subway, Mars Variety

New Dundee
New Dundee Village Market

Weekly Quiz Answers
1) CO2
2) Peru
3) 1914-1918
4) The Owl
5) Margaret 
Thatcher

6) The Olympic 
and the Britannic
7) Michelangelo
8) Christian Bale
9) A diamond
10) Volcanos

CLASSIFIED ADS

Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and preserved 
throughout the world now and forever.  Oh Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  worker of mira-
cles, pray for us; St. Jude helper of the hopeless, pray 
for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day, by the eighth 
day this prayer will be answered.  It has never been 
known to fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

Wanted
A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes. 
Phone 519-284-3774

Wanted
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, 
Blues, Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. 
Selectively buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and 
Stereo Equipment. For more information: DIAMOND 
DOGS MUSIC 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 226-972-5750

For Sale
15 - 20  barn boards for sale 6` - 12` long
Call 1-519-949-1064 for appt to view

Wanted
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles.
Coca  Cola Pepsi any pop company
Brewery items Kuntz ,Huether Labatts etc
Old radios and gramophones
Wristwatches and pocket watches
Old fruit jars Beaver Star Bee Hive etc
Any old oil  cans and signs Red Indian Supertest etc
Any small furniture.
If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please 
contact me - 519-570-6920.

For Sale
Retiring and we have living room furniture, small 
couches, chairs, tables, dining room suite with a 
hutch,  2 single electric beds, a dresser, a hutch and 
an end table. Call 905-988-7640

"For every house is built by 
someone, but God is the builder 

of everything."  - Hebrews 3:4

Jeff Van Gyssel | 226-581-0944
www.justworking.ca

KARATE RETURNS THIS FALL!
IN-PERSON & VIRTUAL CLASSES 
AVAILABLE
SCHWEITZER'S MARTIAL ARTS
Self-defense, Self-discipline, Self-confidence
GROUP CLASSES FOR AGES 4 TO ADULT
Taught by Renshi Becky Schweitzer, 4th Degree 
Black Belt and 12X World Karate Champion
Location Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church -
23 Church Street, New Hamburg
FALL EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 
ONLY $105 + HST FOR 10 WEEKS
Special ends Aug. 29.  Regular price $125 + HST
Register at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
Aug. 29 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. or
Call 519-580-1418 or email 
becky_schweitzer@hotmail.com
www.schweitzersmartialarts.com

Have you been affected by 
someone else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups can help YOU! Monday, Friday & Saturday. Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or App Available
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

 info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

CONSTRUCTION

PAVESTONE

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0
Tel: 519 655 2101

info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

New Single 
Family Homes

THIS AD SPACE 
COULD BE YOURS 
FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$12.50 A WEEK!
CALL 

519-655-2341

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

  210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

For all your 
masonry 

needs!

Cell: 519-274-3690
Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Looking for workers
  – willing to train!

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1 2022-11-10   11:13 AM2022-11-10   11:13 AM

Cell: 519-272-7676 
Res: 519-655-2548

Office: 519-273-2821

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.remaxabrealty.ca 6 

8
21

Independently 
Owned & Operated
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STRATFORD
Main store: 519-273-9330, 2954 Hwy 7&8 E | Outlet: 519-273-7453, 617 Douro Street

OUTLET
OPEN THU-SUN

LI

FT 
CHAIR

SPECIAL PRICING!   LARGE SELECTION!   12+ MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM!
OUTLET NOW OPEN EVERY WEEK, THURSDAY - SUNDAY

Visit us at stratfordhomefurniture.ca and homefurniture.ca

Jim Fierling
Dealer/Owner

Main Store Hours:
Monday to Thursday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Follow us on:

Outlet Hours:
Thursday to Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday  10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday  12 p.m. to 4 p.m.


