
By Lee Griffi

Canada Day weekend proved to be golden 
for the Tavistock Merchants as they brought 
home the title at the Ontario champion-
ship tournament in Grafton. The tourna-
ment decided which teams will be going to 
the Canadian Under-23 championships in 
Saskatoon in August.

The Merchants already have their tick-
et punched to the nationals as defending 
champions, but still wanted to perform well. 
In the first game, it was a pitchers’ duel as 
Harwood’s pitcher struck out 16 Merchants 
and Tavistock’s Reese Yantzi struck out 12. 
The Merchants tied the game in the fifth in-
ning, leading to Yantzi striking out the bot-
tom side of the seventh, sending the game 
to extra innings. Tavistock would go on to 
score three in the eighth to seal a 6-3 win.  

Game two saw the Merchants earn an 8-1 
victory over Alvinston in five innings. Tye 
Boyd struck out six and gave up just two 
hits to set up a semi-final battle against 
Harwood. “We knew their bats would be hot 
as they just finished playing. Nate Running 
got the start for us, but they went up 2-0 in 
the top of the first, with us answering back 
with four in the bottom of the frame,” said 
head coach Kevin Zehr. Harwood led 6-5 
in the fourth inning, but Tavistock scored 
three in the fifth while Reese Yantzi came 
in and shut down Harwood’s offence seal-
ing a 9-6 win. “This put us in the gold medal 
game against the Owen Sound Selects, who 
had outscored their opponents 32 to one on 
their march to the finals,” said Zehr.

The Selects took an early 1-0 lead, but it was 
all Merchants after that. In the bottom of 
the third, Thomas Baker walked and moved 
to second on a Jake Voisin had a sacrifice 
fly. Baker scored on a Mason McKay double, 

By Veronica Reiner

There’s a new brewery in town.

The Peel Street Beverage Company of-
ficially opened its bricks-and-mortar lo-
cation, housed at 68 Huron Street (for-
merly the Bitte Schon Brauhaus) in New 
Hamburg, on Friday, June 30.

The business was established by three 
long-time friends - Matt Rolleman, 
Darryn Nafziger and Diego Vitello - who 

all grew up in New Hamburg and attend-
ed Waterloo Oxford District Secondary 
School together.

“It was well responded to, there were 
lots of people out,” said Rolleman, of the 
grand opening. “It was nice to see local 
support from people we know, friends 
and family, but also lots of new faces as 
well.”

Beers available include a classic Pilsner, 

as well as a hazy, unfiltered Pilsner, and 
a light local lager. There is also a cream 
ale available, done in collaboration with 
Farm League Brewing in Cambridge.

“We are also working on brewing in house 
a wheat beer, as well as a Marzen, which 
is a German style lager,” said Rolleman. 
“They’re in the tanks right now.”

House red and white wines are on offer, 
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Three local friends open up Peel Street 
Beverage Company

The owners of the Peel Street Beverage Company, which recently opened up on Huron Street in New Hamburg. Left to right, Diego Vi-
tello, Darryn Nafziger and Matt Rolleman. (Photo contributed)
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By Veronica Reiner

The Erb Group of Companies, a refrig-
erated transport service based in New 
Hamburg, won a prestigious Trailblazer 
Purpose Award from the Transportation 
Marketing and Sales Association (TMSA) 
for the second year in a row.

The award honours influential companies 
that surpass the expectations of their reg-
ular duties, and are recognized for going 
above and beyond for their customers and 
their communities at large. Award winners 
were announced during a June 2023 con-
ference in Savannah, Georgia.

“As a local company, we firmly believe in 
going the extra mile for our community 
and the commitment to giving back, which 
has been instilled in the business since its 
earliest days,” said Briona Lahti, spokes-
person for Erb Transport.

The panel of judges, composed of indus-
try professionals, awarded companies and 
individuals based on their achievements 
over the past 18 months. In addition to 
sales and marketing, submissions includ-
ed recruitment, diversity, equity and in-
clusion in this year’s winning submissions.

There were 27 brands that were given 
this award, with different categories in-
cluding Excellence in Sales or Marketing 
Campaign, Purpose Award, Marketing 
Mountain Move of the Year, Top Brand 

Innovators, Sales Mountain Mover of the 
Year, Top Rainmakers, Rising Stars, TMSA 
Member of the Year, and TMSA Partner of 
the Year.

“Beyond refrigerated food transportation, 
our company’s mission is to ‘bring food to 
family’s tables’ in any way we can,” said 
Briona. “This includes active participation 
through volunteering, making donations, 

and providing in-kind support, which, 
during times of economic turbulence 
and uncertainty, is important for helping 
our communities and those in need feel 
supported.”

Erb Transport specializes in the trans-
portation of refrigerated goods, which 
uniquely positions the business to sup-
port those facing food insecurity. Some 
of the work Erb Transport did in 2022 

includes their ongoing partnership with 
Feed Ontario, where they doubled their 
impact in 2022 by 58.3 per cent, helping 
to move 7.6 million pounds of nutritious 
foods - the equivalent to 1,557,965 meals 
for families facing hunger.

Erb Transport hosted their annual compa-
ny food drive, where six members of head 
office helped to organize some incoming 
products for distribution. Over the holi-
days, Erb Transport President and CEO 
Wendell Erb took a trip north with Kenora 
Chiefs Advisory community to help sup-
port Confederation Freezers deliver good-
will goodies and alleviate food insecurity 
in rural northern areas.

The Erb Group also established a partner-
ship with the Breakfast Club of Canada, 
pledging a $10,000 annual donation to 
help them reach children across Canada 
with their nutrition programs each morn-
ing, and fueling them to learn at school.

Erb employees participated in the Coldest 
Night of the Year walk in February, rais-
ing over $1000 for Ray of Hope Charity, 
and raised $23,800 at their annual golf 
tournament.

“The ‘cool moves’ in the community this 
past year have helped us pump more pur-
pose into our everyday duties and have 
fueled our passion for giving back even 
more,” said Briona.

NEWS —

The sales team at Erb Transport with the Trailblazer Purpose Award. Pictured is Charles 
Kim, Nnenna Muo, Joe Di Sarro, Barbara Lis, Lucky Bajwa, and CEO Wendell Erb.

Continued from page 1

as well as coolers made by local business-
es. These include a vodka apple cooler, a 
gin mule, and a blueberry gin. “We tried to 
do everything as local or Ontario as possi-
ble,” noted Rolleman.  

Light snacks are available, and the Peel 
Street Beverage Company owners are 
working with local businesses to expand 
their menu. There’s seating for about 25 
people inside the space, and they are 
working with Wilmot Township to put a 
patio out front.

Rolleman said they hope to complement 
the existing businesses in the community, 
rather than compete with them.

“Our goal is to be a brewery/beverage 
company first, and provide some food for 
customers. We want to be supportive of 
what’s going on in our community,” said 
Rolleman.

“We’re not opening a restaurant; we’re 
not trying to take the restaurant business 
away from the Imperial, the Puddicombe 
House or Scran & Dram. We’re just trying 
to add one more option for people who 
want to enjoy beer locally, or want to sit 
down and enjoy a nice beer in town.”

Rolleman added that they have sold beer 
in cans and kegs to several business-
es already, including Scran & Dram, EJ’s, 

Mercer Hall in Stratford, Thirteen in 
Cambridge, Trail’s Edge in Plattsville, and 
Old Galt Bottle Shop in Cambridge.

The three owners planned to start the 
company about two years ago, initially 
doing contract/virtual brewing. Their goal 
was to sell to restaurants, the LCBO, and 
the beer store, and they initially did not 
consider opening a brewery. Then, the op-
portunity arose to have a bricks-and-mor-
tar store, so they renegotiated a lease to 
make it happen.

Rolleman said that they felt that Wilmot 
Township was underserviced in this way 
because there were no breweries.

“We looked at the community and said, 
‘We live in this community. Right now, 
there’s nowhere in Wilmot Township to 
go and have a beer that’s coming out of a 
brewery in town,’” said Rolleman. “You go 
to Cambridge, there’s 10 breweries. You go 
to Kitchener/Waterloo, there’s four or five 
breweries. Everywhere has breweries, but 
Wilmot Township has none.

“So there is an opportunity here - we 
believe we can be the brewery for the 
community.”

For the summer, the Peel Street Beverage 
Company plans to be open seven days a 
week. “That’s what we’re shooting for, for 
the summertime,” said Rolleman. “We may 

adjust - it’s a brand new venture. We’ll fig-
ure that out as we go along, if we have to 
make changes.”

For Monday and Tuesday, they will be 
open starting at 4 p.m., and then for the 
rest of the week (Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday), the business 
will open at 12 p.m.

“We’d love to see everybody come out,” 
said Rolleman. “We believe in the commu-
nity - we’ve all been in the community for 
a long time, all of our lives basically. We 
would love to see support, and we’d love 
to support the community as well, and be 
local where we can be.”

Three local friends open up Peel Street Beverage Company
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Erb Transport honoured with Trailblazer Purpose Award
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By Veronica Reiner

A Baden man has started up a commu-
nity business and events directory for 
Wilmot Township called the Nithy.

Dubbed “Wilmot’s monster community 
directory,” the Nithy allows users to ac-
cess the contact information for various 
businesses, including arts and enter-
tainment, automotive, education, event 
services, financial services, food and 
dining, health and beauty, home ser-
vices, hotels and travel, legal services, 
medical services, nightlife, pet services, 
professional services, real estate ser-
vices, shopping, and things to do.

“I just hope that this helps people, real-
ly, at the end of the day,” said Mark Wil-
helm, who spearheaded the initiative. “I 
hope it clears things up, I hope that peo-
ple will be able to use it to do what it’s 
supposed to do, and that’s connect.”

There is also a special section for local 
talents, which may include miscella-
neous types of businesses, such as dog 
walkers, snow shovelling, babysitting, 
caricature creation, and more.

“I wanted to give people a spot where 
they could shine there too, because 
they’re part of the community,” said Wil-
helm.

Community members can also post re-
views for various businesses, as well as 
list and contribute any upcoming events 
happening in Wilmot township.

Two membership levels are available to 
those who access the Nithy - commu-
nity members and business members. 
Community members have the ability to 
share events in the community. It is the 
intention that only people in the Wilmot 
area will be members, and no personal 
information is resold.

The other membership option is busi-
ness members, to allow business own-
ers to share their businesses with the 
community. Business owners get certain 
tools they need, while allowing them 
the same abilities as a Nithy community 
member.

Wilhelm said he started the concept for 
the Nithy about two years ago. “There’s a 
lot of behind-the-scenes work involved 
- especially since it’s all just me,” said 
Wilhelm. He spoke to community mem-
bers, including Scott Dunstall and Lou 
Divita, to bounce ideas off of and gauge 
the community interest.

Wilhelm paid about $1,500 out of pocket 
to make the directory happen. Some of 
these costs went to a lawyer to review 
the terms and conditions associated 
with the directory, and the use of Google 

Maps on the website.

The inspiration to create a directory 
came from his own experience trying to 
find and access local services. “I think 
everyone in the area wants to support 
somebody who’s local,” said Wilhelm. 
“When you typically ask on Facebook, it 
gets buried in the feed if you try to go 
back. Unless you’re really savvy with 
Facebook - you’ll lose it.”

Wilhelm attended Sheridan College in 
the 1990s, with dreams of becoming an 
animator. As the Internet became more 
and more prolific, he ended up making a 
career flip, and went into graphic design, 
and then ultimately into web design. 
Wilhelm has been doing that since 1998, 
currently working for a marketing firm.

“First and foremost, I’m a storyteller, and 
I use the graphics or the written word to 
tell a story,” said Wilhelm. “All marketing 
- all any of it is - is conveying a story, 
whether that story is about a product, or 
a person, or an event, or a cause. We all 
use stories to connect to each other. It’s 
universal.”

The website’s namesake refers to the 
Nith River Monster. There were strange 
footprints found along the Nith Riv-
er in 1953. Rumours began to fly about 
what could be making those footprints, 
whether it was a person trying to scare 
people, or a monster. It shocked and de-
lighted New Hamburg residents at the 
time.

“I knew that to get the site to work - it 
needed to have a good story. And so I 
found it only fitting that the biggest sto-
ry the area ever had was all about this 
monster. So I adopted that,” said Wil-
helm.

The Wilmot directory can be accessed at 
www.thenithy.ca.

Baden man launches 
business and community 
directory for Wilmot 
township residents

The Nith River Monster logo as it appears 
on the Nithy website, as designed by Mark 
Wilhelm. 
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By Veronica Reiner

Bechthold Home Improvements in 
Petersburg will host their 19th annual 
Childhood Cancer Fundraising barbecue 
at 1239 Notre Dame Drive on Thursday, 
July 13.

Every dollar raised from the event will go 
towards three leading child cancer care 
programs. Donations will be split between 
Scotland’s Yard (Grand River Hospital), 
Children’s Health Foundation (London’s 
Children’s Hospital) and Walk to Conquer 
Cancer (Princess Margaret Hospital).

“We’ve got to keep giving with a positive 
attitude that it’s going to help families and 

help research until we can find a cure,” 
said organizer Warren Bechthold.

Each year, all expenses are paid for by 
Bechthold Home Improvements and BW 
Geotextiles. Hamburgers, sausage on a 
bun, hot dogs, and drinks will be served.

A local family affected by childhood can-
cer, the Austin family, had an interest in 
speaking at the barbecue. In addition, 
Warren spoke with two other families who 
have a child that fought and beat leuke-
mia, will also be in attendance.

Last year’s barbecue was the most money 
raised from the event so far, with a total 
of $51,943 raised for childhood cancer 

research.

“We receive donations from some of our 
customers and suppliers from across 
Canada and in the US,” said Warren. “Any 
companies not local donate to childhood 
cancer charities in their area.”

There were about 50 employees that 
came out to support that day last year 
from Demtool, a metal fabricator shop 
in Petersburg, said Warren. Some of 
Demtool’s employees (metal fabricator 
in Petersburg) challenged and sponsored 
one employee to see how many ham-
burgers he could eat. The employee ate 
seven six ounce sirloin burgers, and the 

company matched the employee’s do-
nations. The employee sponsorship was 
roughly $1,000, and the company matched 
with another $1,000.

“They were there cheering him on,” said 
Warren. “I don’t know how he ate the sev-
en hamburgers - just the meat alone is 42 
ounces, plus the bun. And the bun would 
be the hard thing to get down.”

In 2021, because of COVID-19 restric-
tions, there was no barbecue fundraiser. 
Instead, a donation day was held, which 
raised $23,065. Come out to Petersburg to 
support childhood cancer Thursday, July 
13 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Childhood cancer research fundraiser taking place 
in Petersburg on July 13

Some photos from the Childhood Cancer fundraiser barbecue at Bechthold Home Improvements from 2022, where a record total of $51,943 was raised for childhood cancer research. The 
event will take place again on Thursday, July 13. 

By Veronica Reiner

Wellesley council agreed to a boundary 
road agreement with Perth East during a 
hybrid meeting on Tuesday, June 27.

The agreement clearly outlines each 
township’s agreed upon responsibilities 
for maintenance. The boundary road that 
Wellesley shares with Perth East is Road 
116 from Perth Line 56 to Line 86.

We historically continue maintaining this 
road by sharing the responsibilities. No 
money changes hands as the maintenance 
costs are relatively equal for both parties,” 
explained Director of Public Works Chris 
Cook. “The township has had an agree-
ment in place for many years in Perth 
East, and this is just an update to the old 
agreement, which has expired.” 

These shared maintenance services 

include routine road patrols, winter main-
tenance patrols, snow plowing/sanding/
salting, asphalt repair, gravel mainte-
nance, ditching, driveway entrance per-
mitting and approvals, road crossing 
culverts (that are less than three metres 
in span), roadside grass mowing, tree re-
moval/trimming, shouldering and line 
painting. 

The agreement is based on a 

similar agreement that Wellesley has with 
Woolwich township, which was vetted 
through Wellesley’s solicitor to ensure the 
interests of the township were thorough-
ly examined, and that no undue liability 
would arise if both parties satisfied their 
obligations. 

The agreement will remain in effect until 
December 31, 2033. 

Wellesley township agrees to boundary road 
agreement with Perth East
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By Veronica Reiner

The Waterloo Region District School 
Board (WRDSB) has appointed two new 
trustees - Joe Meissner and Samantha 
Estoesta.

They will fill the vacant Woolwich-
Wellesley position, along with the 
Waterloo-Wilmot role. The Woolwich-
Wellesley was most recently held by 
Meissner’s father, the beloved Fred 
Meissner, who passed away in May.

“I applied because I want to honour my 
father who was elected in October 2022 
and recently passed away,” said Joe, as to 
why he applied for the role.

“My dad and I often connected over our 
shared vision of education. We both be-
lieve that a student-centred education re-
quires safe and inclusive classrooms, col-
laboration with families, and recognizing 
that teachers and education workers as 
the experts in the classroom. I felt com-
pelled to ensure the values and goals that 
the community voted for were represent-
ed at the board table.”

Meissner is a post secondary instructor 
at Wilfrid Laurier University. He has a 
Master of Science in Biochemistry and a 

Master in Education degrees. He is pas-
sionate about education and has spent 
his entire career in post-secondary 

educational roles. He lives in Elmira, has 
three children in the WRDSB, and is an 
avid cyclist.

Estoesta is a project manager, along with 
a long time equity, diversity and inclusion 
advocate, and a mother. She has over a de-
cade of experience in equity, diversity and 
inclusion advocacy, along with community 
engagement and digital communications.

“I’ve been a permanent resident here 
of Waterloo Region since 2015,” said 
Estoesta. “My daughter just completed ju-
nior kindergarten. So looking at the deci-
sions that are being made at the trustee 
level - it's something that’s going to im-
pact my family directly for the next 13+ 
years.”

Some issues that are particularly import-
ant to Estoesta include an improving ac-
cessibility for students, an empathetic 
learning environment and empowering 
the student voice.

Both trustees were selected through a 
careful selection process, which involved 
completing an application form before 
the deadline and giving a verbal presen-
tation during a special board meeting.

There were 19 applicants selected to pres-
ent to the trustees, and the swearing in 
ceremony for both Estoesta and Meissner 
occurred immediately after the vote.

Late trustee’s son among two new appointees to the 
Waterloo public school board

COMMUNITY —
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Left, the new Waterloo-Wilmot trustee Samantha Estoesta and right, the new Woolwich/
Wellesley trustee Joe Meissner. 
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By Veronica Reiner

The winners have been announced for the 
Wilmot Township Canada Day Decorating 
Contest.

Cathy Glumm won first place with 112 
reactions (votes), Susan Hammer got sec-
ond with 109 reactions (votes), and Susan 
Honderich Mills won third with 87 reac-
tions. There were 21 participants total, 

and a total of at least 11,641 views.

Lou Divita is a Wilmot resident who or-
ganized the contest with Scott Dunstall, 
along with the New Hamburg Board of 
Trade. Both Lou and Scott are administra-
tors of the Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook 
page. 

“It was a real success and a testament to 
how important and wonderful Canada is 

to all of us,” said Lou.

Winners received cash prizes - first place 
got $300, second place got $200, and third 
place received $100.

Participants were encouraged to take a 
picture of their Canada Day-themed cre-
ation and post it to the “Show Us Your 
Wilmot” Facebook page, with the words 
Canada Day included in the caption or 

comments section. Residents were en-
couraged to vote for their favourite entries 
by reacting (like, love, care, or wow) to pic-
tures they liked.

The due date was June 30th at 12 p.m, 
and winners were announced at the New 
Hamburg Legion at 3 p.m. on July 1.

Winners announced for Canada Day Decorating Contest

The winning Canada Day Decorating Contest submission by Cathy Glumm. She received 
112 reactions and won $300 as a result.

The second place winning submission for the Canada Day Decorating Contest by Susan 
Hammer. She received 109 reactions and got $200.

The third place submission for the Canada Day Decorating Contest by Susan Honderich 
Mills. She got 87 reactions and $100. 

President of the New Hamburg Board of Trade, Lyle Cressman, congratulates Cathy Glumm 
on the win. With Cathy are her grandsons - Flint on the left, and Ryker on the right. 
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Saturday, July 22, 2023
10 A.M. MARK YOUR CALENDERS!

PUBLIC AUCTION

Shop Machinery, Tools, Guns, Household, Antiques, Steam Boiler And Parts
For John And Catherine Stutzman And Southern Machinery (Moving)

Tug 40 Engine Lathe Model 2200, 17”X78”, Metric & Imperial Threading,C/W Two Chucks, (Rea-
sonable Reserve Bid), Monarch 14”X56” Threading Lathe, Lincoln 200 Amp Welder Portable On 
Tires. Lincoln 200 Amp Shop Welder On Casters, Partly Dismantled. Reciprocating Metal Hack 
Saw, Clark 4000 Lb. Forklift, Electric Chainsaw Sharpener, H.d. Cast Iron Table Saw, Buzz Saw, Saw 
Makers’ Anvil, General Model 350 T.a. Saw, General 15” Drill Press, General 15” Band Saw, Gen-
eral 4” Jointer, Small Jig Saw. All Lineshaft Drive, Non Electric. Small Electric Table Saw And Drill 
Press. 6” Bullet Vise, 115 Volt Ac/Dc Oxy/Acetylene Flame Cutting Machine. Top- Saw For Sawmill, 
Several Large Sawmill Blades, Cement Mixer, Small Rubber Tired Wagon, Hay Feeder, Steel Wheel 
Running Gears (Geo. White), 11ft High A-Frame, New 3 Ton Trolley. 3 Ton Chain Falls, Spool Of New 
¾” Cable, For Hoisting, 2 Cycl. Wisconsin Motors, Some Honda Parts Motors, Volkswagen Rabbit 
Diesel Not Running, Some Sawmill And Steam Related Parts, New Sand Blasting Unit, Air Support 
Helmet, Arc Welding Helmet, 2 Powder Torches, Welding Rods, Gear Boxes, Up To Several Hundred 
H.p.2 Harvestor Gear Boxes, H.d. Winch, Pump Jack, Litter Carrier, Bucket & Track, Mascot 3 Gang 
Horse Mower, 5’X6’ Greenhouse, 8x10’ Mini Barn, Push Mowers, Air Receiver, 4 H.d. Steel Stacking 
Bins, Parts Rack, Tarp Shed, Scaffolding, Lots Of Pullies, V & Flat Belts, Acetylene Gas Generator, 
Hydraulic Components, Log Tongs, Small Portable Chicken House, Chicken Crates, Cross-Cut Saw 
& Sharpening Tools, Pile Of 1”Lumber, Goodison Steam Boiler & Engine , Wheels Etc. Household & 
Antiques: Press Back Chairs W/Table, Buffet W/Fancy Mirror, Rope Bed, Adz, Broad-Axe, Machette, 
Wooden Nail Kegs, Tonka Trucks, Wool Winder, Wood Cigar Boxes, Misc Furniture & Household 
Goods, Lots Of Books, Technical Books & Manuals, Office & Tool Room Goods, Gauges, Leveling 
Table, Antique Taylor Forbes Lawn Mower, Old Sleigh, 35 Remington Cal. Browning Semi-Auto Rifle 
(Old). Also 12 Ga. Shotgun (Buyer Needs Fac.), Wagon Load Of Small Items Too Many To List, List 
Subject To Additions And Deletions, Goodison Engine Reserve Bid. Come See The Case 110 H.p. 
Steam Engine Before It Goes To Michigan! (Not Fired Up)

Selling For John & Catherine Stutzman, 962945 Rd. 96, R.R.1 Lakeside, On  
Located: 1st Place West Of Uniondale, 1 Road S. Of Hwy 7, 1 St Place W.  
Or Approx 12 Miles N. Of Thamesford To Rd 96. 

We Expect Someone To Cater With Food.

Selling Smalls 1st, Guns & Antiques About 1 p.m., Larger Items Last

Local & Guest Auctioneers Sale Site 

Phone July 20 & 21 Only, Ph. 519-349-2937

Pay By Cash Or Cheque, No Credit Cards.

Paving the new Optimist 
walking path in Shakespeare

By Gary West

The final touches were being put on the 
Shakespeare Optimist Club's walking 
path last week, with asphalt paving com-
pleted by workers with Fraser Paving in 
Stratford.

Fraser Paving workers included Jordan 
Innes, Lorne McNeil, Scott McCann, 
Braydon McCann, Hayden Blancher and 
Cameron Miles.

Company co-owners Alex and Denise 
Gibson were congratulated by 
Shakespeare Optimist member and fore-
man Glen Weitzel, for doing a superb job 
on a path around the soccer field that will 
be used by residents for many years to 
come.

To donate to the path and receive a tax re-
ceipt, contact Optimist Richard Smelski at 
519-625-8811 or Optimist Dan Festoso at 
519-625-8548.
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By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
Reporter

East Zorra-Tavistock has been the site of 
Camp Alliwannado for a decade, and de-
spite the concern about its future site, its 
owner says it’s been a labour of love since 
day one.

Annie Rowland has owned and operat-
ed the camp at Tavistock’s Queen’s Park 
and has come back each and every sum-
mer since her teaching career took her to 
Sweden five years ago. Rowland said the 
camp is just something she’s loved since 
attending and working at Camp Bimini. 
“Camp was always my passion. It was al-
ways something that gave me a lot of joy. I 
looked at other camps when I was in uni-
versity, but I wanted to stay close to home, 
and I decided I wanted to create this ex-
perience for kids in this area. Every year 
it just kept me coming back.” She added 
seeing the smiling kids and happy parents 
telling her how much their kids loved it; 
it confirms everything. “I’m doing this be-
cause the kids are happy, and I am happy. 
It has been a great experience that I could 
never have imagined 10 years ago.”

When asked to look back on 10 years of 
kids having fun, Rowland said getting 
through COVID without interruption is 
the moment she is most proud of. “I was 
teaching in Sweden and getting calls from 
parents hoping the camp would be open. 
That turned out to be tougher than we 
thought it would be, but we were very for-
tunate to work with great staff, local public 
health, and Ken Wettlaufer, who was total-
ly on board to get us up and running.”

Rowland’s passion for what she does is 
obvious, and one of the most important 
aspects to her is the inclusiveness the 
camp provides. “Its where everyone comes 
together. Growing up, I always felt most 
at home at camp. I wanted to create the 
same environment where we can offer 
that same experience to kids and to give 
them a place they feel they belong and to 
be themselves.”

In addition to offering the camp for 
area kids, Rowland employs over thirty 
young people each summer, many being 

former campers. “They are from Tavistock, 
New Hamburg, Baden, Woodstock, and 
Innerkip. For me, this is what I loved to 
do in the summer as a teenager, so to be 
able to create jobs where I can share my 
passion and hope they find it too, means 
a lot to me.”

Camp Alliwannado is working closely with 
community groups to give some kids the 
opportunity to attend camp where oth-
erwise they could not. Rowland said the 
Tavistock Assistance Program (TAP) and 
the Opti-Mrs. have both stepped up to 
help. “I think we have about 10 spaces do-
nated to kids in the community who oth-
erwise wouldn’t have the means to afford 
to come. I’m really excited about that, and 
I hope it continues to grow. We all have the 
same goal which is to create experiences 
for kids where they feel like they fit in, 
and they belong.”

As a sole entrepreneur, Rowland admits 
there have been growing pains along the 
way, but she said she has adapted. I felt an 

immense sense of accomplishment getting 
through some of the hiccups. But we say 
the same thing at the end of every sum-
mer, we did it, we are here.” Rowland add-
ed there have been many small moments 
over the years that make everything 

worthwhile. “Even this morning (Monday), 
there was a camper who hasn’t been here 
for three years, and when we saw each 
other, our faces lit up, we hugged each oth-
er, and that connection that I made with 
this child four or five years ago, those are 
the moments that are so special to me.”

What happens next year?

When asked about next year’s Camp 
Alliwannado, Rowland said the addition 
of the new spray pad may bring some 
new challenges, but she said she is up 
for it. “We are working with East Zorra-
Tavistock to see what is possible for next 
year. We are scheduled to meet with the 
EZT team in September once the spray 
pad details are better understood and to 
learn if the pavilion and site will remain 
available to the camp in 2024. We will 
keep our parents and campers informed 
once we know more.”

One thing is certain, and that is if Camp 
Alliwannado isn’t in Tavistock next year, 
it will create a big hole in parents’ plans 
for their kids, particularly those whose 
children attend all eight weeks. “Every 
year, we are met with increasing demand 
from local families. Almost all weeks are 
at capacity of over 100 campers within 24 
hours of launching registration in January. 
Our goal is to continue offering our ser-
vices here in Tavistock,” she added.

COMMUNITY —

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

10 years of Camp Alliwannado in Tavistock

19th Annual 
Childhood Cancer 
Fundraising BBQ 

1111  AAMM--66  PPMM  
TThhuurrssddaayy  

JJuullyy  1133,,  22002233 100% of the     
Proceeds goes to 

Scotland’s Yard (Grand River Hospital) 
Children’s Health Foundation (London) 

Walk to Conquer Cancer (Princess Margaret) 

11223399  NNoottrree  DDaammee  DDrr..  PPeetteerrssbbuurrgg  
Contact: 519-634-5852 

sales@bechtholdhome.com or sales@bwgeotextiles.com 
 

To donate online visit  
www.bechtholdhome.com/bbq.html 

Employers 
Pre-Orders 

Welcome by 
July 12 for 

pick-up

Camp Alliwannado owner Annie Roland is joined by camper Attwell Martin. Each week 
of camp has a different theme with week one being ‘Old McDonald.’ (Photo credit: Camp 
Alliwannado)
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COMMUNITY —

By Tyrone Dowling, WCDSB Director of Education

As we close out the 2022-23 school year and look forward 
to a hopefully fun and restful summer ahead, I’d like to 
share a few thoughts about the journey we’ve all shared 
these last 10 months.

Last year, after months of upheaval and uncertainty, we 
began our transition into the post COVID-19 era.

The transition wasn’t easy yet, aided by our new 3-year 
Pastoral Plan and Multi-year Strategic Plan, the “normal” 
we once took for granted has begun to return.

We have been so thrilled to see the return of sacraments 
being celebrated in our school-parish communities and 
to see full menus of Catholic Education Week activities 
in our schools.

Our athletic competitions, field trips, and artistic under-
takings have returned – as have our cherished in-person 
graduation activities.

And our Extended Day and French Immersion programs 
are thriving.

It has been a long and, at times, difficult journey – and I 
thank all students, staff, parents and the community for 
your patience, understanding and cooperation as we con-
tinue to travel this winding road together.

The education of children and youth is strongest when 
families, schools and the community work together in a 
true partnership.

And we have a solid road map to help guide us.

Our new Pastoral Plan is comprised of three annual 
themes: Awaken, Strengthen, Ignite.

Our new Multi-year Strategic Plan animates those themes 
in three strategic directions: Awaken to Belong, Ignite to 
Believe and Strengthen to Become.

Parents, families and community are each fully repre-
sented within each theme

Of course, our road map is underpinned by the Ontario 
Catholic School Graduate Expectations and our Catholic 
Social Teachings.

We are very proud of the accomplishments of this past 
school year, and we look forward to an even better 
2023-24.

As a school system we are honoured to be home to a 
vast mosaic of races, ethnic backgrounds, cultures, and 
languages.

The students we serve come from more than 110 different 
countries and speak more than 100 different languages.

Our vision of being “Heart of the Community” offering 
“Success for Each” and creating a “Place for All” is alive 
and thriving in our schools.

Thank you for all that you do for the students and fami-
lies who have chosen Waterloo Region’s Catholic Schools.

May you have a safe, happy, healthy and restful summer.

Year End Messages from the Director of Education

Tyrone Dowling, the director of education at the Waterloo 
Catholic District School Board. 

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
Reporter

For the first time in the history of the 
Tavistock Fall Fair, a Junior Fall Fair 
Ambassador competition will take 
place. The contest will is set for Friday, 
September 8, at the Tavistock Memorial 
Hall at 7:30 p.m., and boys or girls ages 7 
to 10 are eligible. 

Tori Wagler (Smythe) won the Ambassador 
competition in 2008 and has been a part of 
the organizing committee ever since. She 
said the new event will be a light-heart-
ed one focused on enjoying the moment. 
“There are a few different junior compe-
titions around at fall fairs and one of our 
committee members asked about us hav-
ing one. There won’t be an entertainment 
portion to it like in the senior competition. 
It’s going to be easy and fun for the kids to 
go up, say their name, and say what they 
like about the fair. And because it’s not a 
competition, just to keep it fun, we will be 
drawing the winner’s name from a hat.” 

The senior ambassador competition has 
seen lower numbers of competitors in 
recent years, including just two in 2022. 
Wagler hopes that will eventually improve 
down the road as a result of the new con-
test. “Yes, we would love that. Right now, 
the structure is that clubs and organiza-
tions must nominate a contestant. There 
were six or seven competitors the year I 
won.” Wagler added local service clubs may 
not always find out who is interested in 
participating. “Maybe they just don’t know 
about it. If we see good numbers for the 
junior ambassador, we may switch things 
around and let those interested enter on 

their own.” Wagler said she is always hop-
ing to see more male competitors.  

The winner will be announced as the 2023 
Junior Ambassador, ride in the Tavistock 
Fall Fair Parade with last year’s senior 
Ambassador, win a midway prize pass, 
and represent Tavistock and the fair all 
weekend.  

At press time, five children had signed up 
for the junior competition and one for the 
senior. The deadline to enter is August 11, 
and anyone with questions can contact 
Wagler at tori.smythe@gmail.com.  

2023 Junior Fall Fair 
Ambassador

Stephanie Cahill, winner of the 2022 Senior 
Fair Ambassador competition at the Tavis-
tock Fall Fair. 

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

To reserve your spot contact
Jen Mezenberg

210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9
jen@stonetowntravel.com  

226-333-9939
TICO #50025796

ROYAL CLIPPER | 7 NIGHTS | WINDWARD ISLANDS 
DEPARTURE DATE: DEC 8-16, 2023

Group rate starting from 

$4,375
per person, double occupancy.

SAVE
$200

per couple 
if booked by 

Aug 15, 2023

$200
On Board Credit and 

Free Pre-Paid 
Gratuities.

Expires 
Aug 31, 2023

Bonus

TO RESERVE YOUR STAR CLIPPERS AUTHENTIC 

SAILING ADVENTURE, CONTAC T

  Sail the Magnificent 
Windward Islands 

BASSETERRE, ST. KITTSCABRITS, DOMINICA RODNEY BAY, ST. LUCIA BRIDGETOWN, BARBADOS

Jen Mezenberg
 jen@stonetowntravel.com | 226-333-9939

ROYAL CLIPPER   |   7 NIGHTS   |   WINDWARD ISLANDS   |   DEPARTURE DATE: DEC 9-16, 2023

BOOK NOW- LIMITED TIME TO RECEIVE $200 SHIPBOARD CREDIT 
PER PERSON

OS DELUXE CAT. 1 CAT. 2 CAT. 3 CAT. 4 CAT. 5 CAT. 6 THIRD  
SHARE

PORT 
CHARGES

$5,390 $4,150 $3,180 $2,800 $2,680 $2,550 $2,330 $2,160 $1,300 $270

Dominica

Îles des Saintes

Martinique

St. Kitts

St. Lucia

Antigua

Barbados

Sat  Bridgetown, Barbados

Sun  Rodney Bay, St. Lucia

Mon  Cabrits, Dominica 
(RC & SF ships meet)

Tue  Falmouth Harbour, Antigua

Wed  Basseterre, St. Kitts (AM), 
South Friar’s Bay (beach), St. Kitts (PM)

Thu  Terre de Haut, Îles des Saintes

Fri  Beach, Martinique

Sat  Bridgetown, Barbados

WITH THE ROYAL CLIPPER!

Terms & Conditions: Rates listed are per person in Canadian Dollars, based on double occupancy, not including airfare, gratuities or transfers. Not applicable to 3rd guest in cabin. This 
onboard credit has no cash value, is non-transferable and will expire if not used by the last evening of the passenger’s sailing. Offer may be changed or withdrawn at any time. Other 
restrictions may apply. Star Clippers GSA, Inc. dba Star Clippers America acts only as a sales and marketing agent for Star Clippers Ltd. for purposes of booking travel arrangements on 
Star Clippers vessels. Star Clippers, Ltd. operates the vessels on which you will be sailing. Star Clippers 2023. Ship’s Registry: Malta. ST#37231. 

Exclusive Rates Noted Below, $200 Onboard Credit per Person And Pre-Paid Gratuities

Special amenities

Sail the MagnificentSail the Magnificent
Windward IslandsWindward Islands

Attend our WEBINAR PRESENTATION on July 26 at 7:30 p.m.
(contact Jen for a virtual link to the webinar)
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COMMUNITY —

By Nancy Birss and Anne Innes

Two area Women’s Institute members, 
Anne Innes from Oxford County and 
Nancy Birss from Wilmot Township, were 
among forty Canadian women (twenty of 
whom were from Ontario) who attend-
ed the international conference in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia in May. This was Nancy’s 
first ACWW conference and Anne’s fifth 
conference. In all, there were about 450 
attendees from around the world, belong-
ing to Women’s Institutes and other wom-
en’s agricultural and educational societies.

The long journey (with over 20 hours of 
flying time each way) began with fifteen of 
the Canadian WI women spending the first 
three days of a two week tour, in Singapore, 
followed by a wonderful educational and 
cultural tour of Malaysia prior to the con-
ference. The tour group experienced visits 
to a couple of Indigenous villages, a tea 
plantation in the Malaysian highlands, ba-
tik crafters, and several Malaysian, Indian 
and Chinese temples representing the 
three cultures in Malaysia.

The international conference of the 
Associated Country Women of the World 
(ACWW) is held every three years and 
has previously been held in places such 
as Australia, England, India, USA and 
Canada. The Malaysian Women’s Institute 
of Pahang area near Kuala Lumpur of-
fered six years ago to be the host country 
for 2023. Since that time, their star mem-
ber became Queen Azizah of Malaysia 
as her husband had become king. In 
Malaysia, the kingship is rotated every 
five years between nine royal families, 
which are Sultan-led states. The Sultan 

gives up his ‘sultanship’ for a five-year 
period to become king and then usually 
returns to being Sultan. Thus at this par-
ticular conference, the King and Queen of 
Malaysia officially opened the conference, 
and Queen Azizah entertained conference 
attendees, among other guests, to dinner 
and entertainment at the palace. What an 
amazing evening that was!

The ACWW has been in existence over 90 
years and represents nine million wom-
en from 84 countries around the world. 
ACWW’s mission is to empower women 
and amplify women’s voices around the 
world and seeks to encourage and support 
projects that provide sustainable econom-
ic programs for women, especially in third 
world countries. “Rural Women are the 
backbone of families, communities, and 
nations, but they suffer the worst impacts 
of climate change and conflict, go unheard 
in legislation, and remain unprotected 
and unsupported. Associated Country 
Women of the World exists to change that.”  
https://acww.org.uk/

ACWW’s theme for the next triennium is 
Sustainable Growth for the Future. The 
new focus is to fund and promote longer 
sustainable projects, in many cases help-
ing women to start their own initiatives 
for sustainable economic independence 
to support their families and communi-
ties with climate-sensitive agriculture, 
thus ensuring greater community impact 
for the women most at risk of being left 
behind.

Many of the new projects will provide sus-
tainable reproducing seeds, thus allowing 
for seed security for many women. ‘Rural 

Women in Action’ is not just a slogan.

The World President, Magdie de Kock, 
from South Africa, was re-elected for 
a second three-year term. Anne Innes 
was elected to the worldwide 13 mem-
ber Board of Trustees as Chairman of 
the Food and Agriculture Committee. 
Congratulations Anne! Anne had been 
a member of ACWW’s United Nations 
Committee for the past four years and in 
March of this year attended the United 
Nations Commission on the Status of 
Women in New York. The previous chair 
of the ACWW UN Committee, Marie 
Kenny, of PEI, was elected Canada Area 
Chair to ACWW. “ACWW will continue to 
use its Consultative Status with the United 
Nations and its Agencies to amplify the 
voices of Rural Women, and highlight 
the issues they raise at the international 
level.”

ACWW, as an international organization, 
brings together many women’s organi-
zations. Women’s Institute (WI) was es-
sentially the basis for this organization. 
Adelaide Hunter Hoodless, along with 
Erland and Janet Lee, started WI in 1897 
in Stoney Creek, Ontario. What began as 
an organization to educate rural wom-
en about domestic household issues has 
grown into an international organization. 
Branches exist in many rural communi-
ties and areas across Canada and in many 
countries around the world, providing ed-
ucation and social meetings for members, 
and often advocating for public policy 
change. WI advocated for painted lines 
on highways years ago, flashing lights on 
school buses, and recycling programs, to 

name a few.

WI, like many organizations, has seen 
its membership shrink over the past few 
years, especially during covid. However, 
WI is reviving and changing its image and 
programs to reflect the needs and inter-
ests of today’s women. We encourage you 
to visit a WI near you (New Dundee WI, 
Princess Elizabeth WI, Paris WI Women 
Empowering Women) or by contacting 
fwio@fwio.on.ca

A great opportunity awaits for women who 
want to learn new things and contribute 
to their local communities. The Federated 
Women’s Institutes of Ontario (FWIO) 
provides members with a stronger voice 
by working together as a united group. We 
focus on personal growth opportunities, 
advocacy and health and community well-
ness projects. We seek to provide educa-
tion and advocate social justice issues on 
behalf of women, children, families and 
our communities. As a WI Member, you 
can voice your concerns to bring about 
positive change. https://fwio.on.ca/

We are Women Involved/Women 
Interested/Women Inspired.

Federated Women’s Institutes of Canada 
(FWIC) is Canada’s national organization 
bringing together provincial WIs and pro-
moting the objectives of education and fel-
lowship of women. “We believe that when 
women come together, they can change 
their communities and the world we live 
in.”   https://www.fwic.ca/

We look forward to meeting you!

Area women attend Associated Country Women of 
the World 
Triennial Conference in Malaysia 

Nancy Birss and Magdie de Kock. (Photo contributed) Anne Innes. (Photo contributed)
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By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
Reporter

Community Futures Oxford is celebrating 
30 years of supporting small businesses 
and community economic development in 
the county.

The organization recently held its annu-
al general meeting and since inception, it 
has distributed more than $24 million in 
loans and equity to 417 businesses that 
were starting or growing in the communi-
ty. This directly impacted 3,294 jobs. Since 
1993, 368 grants have been awarded to the 
tune of $1.3 million.

General Manager Alan Simm said things 
have changed over 30 years. “We went 
from one loan fund to now having three. 
We went from renting an office of 1600 
square feet to owning a 2700 square foot 
building. We now have a total of four staff, 
and the loan limit went from $75,000 in 
year one to $300,000.”

Community Futures Oxford specializes 
in providing term loans to small busi-
nesses. Entrepreneurs can access an 
Investment Fund, Sand Plains Community 
Development Fund, or the Future Oxford 
Legacy Fund. “All three funds are avail-
able to small business clients. They are 
separate and have different eligibili-
ty criteria. Financing in amounts up to 
$300,000 is available from two of them, 
and up to $100,000 is available from the 
Future Oxford Legacy Fund,” added Simm.

Two funds were added in 2020 in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Regional 
Relief and Recovery Fund (RRRF) and the 
Oxford Economic Stimulus Fund (OESF). 
“The RRRF, which is now closed, provided 
loans of up to $60,000 to businesses and 

not-for-profit organizations affected by 
the economic impacts of COVID-19. The 
RRRF was funded by the Government of 
Canada via FedDev Ontario.” The OESF 
was fully disbursed this past year and is 
now closed. Simm said it was a partnership 
with Oxford County, Oxford Connection, 
and Community Futures Oxford.

In addition to funding streams, Simm said 
the organization can help entrepreneurs 
with business start-up and business plan-
ning questions in one-on-one advisory 
sessions. “Personalized business planning 
advice is provided by a qualified business 

consultant, and we have businesses sem-
inars. Topics on improving business man-
agement skills are presented by guest 
speakers who are experts in their respec-
tive fields.” He added a lot of information 
is available to clients interested in starting 
a business and on their website at www.
cfoxford.ca.

As for what is on deck for the future, Simm 
said the Community Futures board wants 
to explore an entrepreneurial Hub model, 
something trending across the province. 
“The primary objective will be to explore 
the feasibility of an entrepreneurship 

Hub or Hubs. Innovation Guelph was 
engaged as a consultant to perform this 
study, and they have provided an in-depth 
report with recommendations.” He added 
the organization must understand and 
stay connected to the emerging needs of 
the community. “Our ongoing communica-
tion will provide us with the opportunity 
to reach entrepreneurial individuals and 
families who have exciting ideas to fur-
ther strengthen the county through their 
business ventures.”

2023 Award Winners

Community Futures Oxford also present-
ed their annual awards of excellence to 
three recipients. The Entrepreneur of the 
Year went to Jodi Pendry from Terra Nova 
Nordic Spa just south of Hickson. “I am 
honoured to receive the award. The rec-
ognition is humbling. It takes a lot of per-
severance, hard work, and support. I can’t 
forget the great staff I have who have cre-
ated a space like ours. I love the challenge 
and so far, the outcomes. I suppose this is 
what entrepreneurship is all about,” said 
Pendry.

The Young Entrepreneur of the Year was 
won by Jessica Eterno of Sew Stylish 
Wedding Works in Ingersoll. Eterno said it 
is great to be a part of Oxford County and 
the amazing community of Ingersoll. “I re-
ally appreciate all the support we have re-
ceived throughout the years. I am grateful 
to Community Futures Oxford for allow-
ing me to be able to continue the legacy of 
Sew Stylish.”

The winner of the Community Economic 
Development Project of the Year is 
the Oxford Invitational Youth Robotics 
Challenge.

COMMUNITY —

Community Futures Oxford presented their annual awards of excellence to three recipi-
ents. From left to right, the Young Entrepreneur of the Year, Jessica Eterno of Sew Stylish 
Wedding Works in Ingersoll; The Entrepreneur of the Year, Jodi Pendry from Terra Nova 
Nordic Spa; winner of the Community Economic Development Project of the Year, Oxford 
Invitational Youth Robotics Challenge, represented by Lisa Wells. (Photo credit: Community 
Futures Oxford)

Team members are front row – left to right – Ben Wiffen, Brett Munro, Thomas Baker, Tye Boyd, Jaxon Gilbert, Derek Erb, Nate 
Running, Mason McKay. Back row – left to right – Reese Yantzi, Jake Voisin, Mitch McKay, Calvin Munro, Jack Becker, Kyle Roth, 
Chayse Zehr, Scott Wilkins, Gary Baker, Kevin Zehr (absent – Tyson Zehr). (Photo credit: Tavistock Merchants)

Community Futures celebrates a milestone

and then Tavistock took the lead on Reece Yantzi’s 
triple in the fourth inning. Chase Zehr pinch ran 
for Yantzi and scored on a Brett Munro single. That 
would be all the offense they would need as they 
went on to an 8-1 mercy win in six innings.  

Zehr said the win came as a result of great team 
play. “This was a full team assault over the week-
end, with everyone contributing. Starting with the 
first game that saw 14 of our 16 players involved in 
the win, and that carried right through to the final 
pitch on Sunday.” Zehr added his team is as tight 
as a team can be. “The majority of them have been 
together since 2021. The first-year ball got going 
after COVID, we started practicing together in July 
when we were allowed back on the diamond. That 
first year we went to the Rawlings Grand Slam 
in Saskatoon that had the top Junior teams from 
across Canada competing and finished third.” Zehr 
added that with 14 returning players and the new 
ones added this year in Scott Wilkins and Kyle 
Roth, he looks forward to going to Saskatoon to de-
fend Tavistock’s National title.

The Merchants lost just two players from last 
year’s team due to age and were automatically 
going to the Nationals as defending champions. 
Reese Yantzi won the top pitcher award for tourna-
ment, and Mason McKay was named most valuable 
player.  

Continued from page 1

Tavistock Merchants win Ontario gold
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COMMUNITY —

NEW HAMBURG
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“LIONS DAZE FISH FRY”
PRESENTS

Craklins Best 
Fish & Chips

HICKSON LIONS CLUB

ADVANCE TICKETS ONLY 
Call Valerie 519-462-2786 or Heather 519-462-2048

or contact any Lions Member

JULY 15  -  5:00-7:30 PM 
Hickson Park Pavilion

$20.00 Adult 2 pc 
$12.00 Children 5-12 1 pc 

LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS!

Progress on the Wellesley Township Recreation 
Complex

A look at the interior of the Wellesley Township Recreation Complex as of Tuesday night, July 4. The project is a work-in-progress, with construction being done by Ball Construction in 
Kitchener for about $27 million. It is expected to be completed in the fall. The space will include a multi purpose gym and community hall, along with an NHL-sized rink. (Photo credit: 
Veronica Reiner)

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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COMMUNITY — WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 

Office: 519-655-2151 

Rev. Marg Smith

www.graceunitedtavistock.com

graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com

Online worship available on our website

10:30 am in person worship service

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK

Interim Rev. Hans Borch / 519-655-2372

Masks welcomed but not required

www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown

131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,   
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship service.

Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)

www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701

Wellington Street, Tavistock

stpaulstavistock@gmail.com

Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra

Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson

www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:

https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0

Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611

Email: office@tavistock.church

www.tavistock.church

July 6: Happy birthday to Aubrey Shewchuk (15), Ava Mohr (17), and anniversaries 
for Keith and Ruth Wagler (55th), Jeff and Chris Schultz (32nd), Paul and Marilynn 
VandenBorre (27th), and Justin and Jennifer Yantzi (10th).

July 7: Happy birthday to Fiona Barton (7), Charles Barton (7), Ardythe Campbell (75), 
and anniversaries for Ron and Donna Rudy (65th) and Ken and Diane Odette (22nd).

July 8: Happy birthday to Samantha Hovius (10), Carmen Yausie (16), and Madux Sny-
der (18), and anniversaries for Robert and Marie Brodrecht (57th), Mark and Carolyn 
Rutherford (28th), Trevor and Katie Bender (17th), and Brent and Heather Ropp (6th).

July 9: Happy anniversaries for Gary and Elaine Yantzi (46th), Tyler and Jessica Yantzi 
(18th), and Chris and Alex McKay (12th).

July 10: Happy birthday to Bella Paese (13) and anniversary for Brent and Shauna 
Lange (13th).

July 11: Happy birthday to Bo Schurink (17), Aleigha Bontaine (18), Zachary Dredge 
(21), Ashlie Weicker, and John Schultz, and anniversary for Reid and Emily Bell (14th). 

July 12: Happy birthday to Vince Stickney (3), Bo Hyde (23), Dylan Smith (23), and 
Hailey Mohr (23), and anniversaries for Bill and Linda Ferguson (48th), Robert and 
Pam Seyler (37th), Jack and Jane Danen (26th), and Bryn and Terry Gladding (21st).

Does someone in your family have a special day coming up? Let us know at thewtgazette@
gmail.com to appear in our Birthdays and Anniversaries listing or to arrange for a special 
announcement ad.

BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES

By Stewart Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

July 3-10, 2013 Edition (10 years ago)

Kyle Waymouth of Stratford and Kyle 
Charron of Barrie were winners in the 
30th Annual Southwestern Ontario Open 
Fiddle and Stepdance Championships 
held in Tavistock this past weekend on 
June 28-29.

Tavistock Minor Ball has their first ever 
representative at the Canadian Champi-
onships. This past weekend the Midget 
boys finished third at the Ontario Am-
ateur Softball Association’s Elimination 
Tournament in Napanee. Tavistock is be-
coming well-known in the fastball world 
as a powerhouse of young talent.

July 2-9, 2003 Edition (20 years ago)

For the third consecutive year now, Tavis-
tock will be the site of the Southwestern 
Ontario Fiddle and Stepdance Champion-
ships and a local stepdance group will be 
there to try and repeat their winning per-
formance. Last year’s junior group win-
ners, Denim and Lace, this years consists 
of local teens – Rebecca Walker, 14, of Ta-
vistock; John Coulthard, 14, of St. Pauls; 

and Dawn Marie Harris, 12, of Mitchell.

A beautiful, warm summer’s day greet-
ed the foursome of Judy Neeb, Linda 
Schumm, Cathie McGonigle, and Sue 
Murray for the 2003 Longest Day of Golf 
on June 16 at the Tavistock Golf Course. 
The event is held annually to raise funds 
for the Canadian Cancer Society, Oxford 
County Unit. This year the group raised 
about $5,450 playing 98 holes over the 
day.

The Tavistock Merchants Fastball team 
recently qualified for the ISC II World Fast 
Pitch Tournament by going undefeated in 
4 games to capture the ISC II qualifier 
held in Owen Sound. In the finals, pitcher 
Fred Folings allowed just four hits while 
striking out nine batters. Offensively, Ja-
mie Boyd had 2 singles and Shawn McKay 
had a triple and 2 RBI’s to lead Tavistock 
to a 5-2 victory. This year’s world tourna-
ment will be held in Appleton, Wisconsin.

June 29-July 6, 1983 Edition (40 years 
ago)

For a century, residents of Hickson have 
enjoyed continuous postal service since 
that post office was officially opened on 
July 1, 1883. During the past 100 years, 10 
postmasters have provided mail service 
to Hickson with one postmaster, Andrew 
Clarence Parker, serving the community 

for 47 years.

By Dr. Bruce Halliday, MP for Oxford 
County: Without question, last week’s 
highlight was the visit of the Prince 
and Princess of Wales, Charles and Di-
ana. Treated to hot and sunny weather 
throughout their three-day stay in Otta-
wa, the royal couple handled a packed 
itinerary with much grace and enthusi-
asm to everyone’s delight.

June 26-July 3, 1963 Edition (60 years 
ago)

Should plans materialize as anticipated, 
there will be a new Arena in Tavistock to 
serve the community this coming winter 
season. The “Green Light” was given the 
Central Committee Thursday night at the 
close of a public meeting at the Memorial 
Hall to proceed with the securing of plans, 
the calling of tenders and the naming of 
standing committees for the project to 
cost from $70,000 to $80,000.

The East Zorra Township School Area 
Board is now calling for tenders for he 
construction of a new four-room school 
with auditorium at Innerkip.

All Ontario barbers will in future require 
a provincial certificate showing they are 
trained and competent, Labor Minister 
said Thursday.

The Old Gazettes

Are you planning a family celebration?
We accept all announcements - weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, new baby, etc.

Or are you looking to hire local people, or wanting to sell something or buy something? We will publish your classified ad.

For pricing call 519-580-5418 or email ads@wilmotpost.ca.

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1) Who was the “Captain” of the Ark? 

2) Who was the host of “The Muppet Show”? 

3) What is a “goatee”? 

4) What is the name of the rat in the cartoon 
version of Charlotte’s Web? 

5) What hospital did Dr Kildare work at? 

6) Before going solo, what was the name of 
the group that Michael Jackson preformed 
with? 

7) What was the name of the rock opera 
written by The Who? 

8) What is the national language in Ecuador? 

9) Which superhero said the word Shazam to 
get his powers? 

10) The Chunnel runs between Britain and 
which country?

Answers found on page 26
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COMMUNITY —

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff

The Waterloo Regional Police Service (WRPS) welcomed 
two new police service dogs to its canine unit.

After collecting more than 600 name suggestions from 
the Waterloo Region community, the Canine Unit official-
ly named one of the dogs River in honour of the Grand 
River and the 50th anniversary of the police service.

The second dog, officially named Milo, was named by 
the woodworking students at Monsignor Doyle Catholic 
Secondary School after the police service partnered with 
the class to build new training obstacles for the canine 
unit.

River is a one-year-old German Shepherd and Belgian 
Malinios cross and Milo is a one-year-old German 
Shepherd. Both were born in Czechia.

“On behalf of the police service, we are proud to officially 
welcome our newest members, River and Milo,” said Mark 
Crowell, Chief of Police, in a release. “River and Milo join 
fellow canine team members, Ranger and Nicho, and will 
be valuable assets to the service, assisting in many types 
of investigations.”

Before reporting for duty, River and Milo will complete 
a 16-week training program. During the program, they 
will be taught obedience and agility while learning how 
to conduct proper tracking, property/evidence search-
es, building searches, handler protection, and criminal 
apprehension.

The WRPS has used police canines since 1986. The ca-
nines are trained to support officers in tracking and ap-
prehending suspects, locating missing persons, recover-
ing stolen or missing property or evidence, and detecting 
hidden contraband, such as drugs, firearms, ammunition, 
and currency.

River and Milo will officially join the unit at the end of 
July.

Two new police service dogs join the Waterloo 
Regional Police Service

River, one of the two new WRPS police dogs. Milo, another new WRPS police dog. 

FOR SALE

Like new MF 5711D tractor with FL 
3819 quick attach loader, deluxe 

cab, Dyna 4 16 speed transmission, 3 
remotes, 192 Hrs. Warranty till Sept/23.  

Call Ron at 519-503-0984

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Programs each Sunday for children during service. 
St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
Special guest preacher is Canon Christopher Pratt.
All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.
St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road  St Agatha  519-634-8212  
Pastor Nancy Mann
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon dis-
cussion.  All are welcome

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP Pat & Ken Eidt

Thank you to everyone who was able to 
attend our 50th wedding anniversary party. 
Thank you also for the monies, gift cards 
plants, flowers and charitable donations 
in honour of our anniversary. Very much 

appreciated.

Pat & Ken Eidt

THANK YOU

Have you been affected by someone 
else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups can help YOU! Monday, 
Friday & Saturday. Call for time and place.

1- 800- 706- 9833 or App Available
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COMMUNITY —
The N.E.A.T. club stops 
by Sebastopol Lutheran 
Church for breakfast

With South Eastope farmland in the background, Sebastopol Lutheran Church breakfast 
makers included left to right, Arlene Wettlaufer, Sherry Negrazis, Janet Heinbuch, Pastor 
Hans Borch, Carol Grasby, Kathy Wilker, and Donna Swartzentruber. Absent is Karen Wagler.

By Gary West

The North Easthope Tractor Club 
(N.E.A.T.) members were on the move with 
their 22+ tractors last week. They travelled 
to Sebastopol for their weekly breakfast to 
help the Lutheran Church women raise 
funds for their church activities.

It was a sunny, picture-perfect day, and 
the tractor enthusiasts, along with their 

spouses, came from miles around to at-
tend a nutritious homemade Perth County 
breakfast.

Following their first meal of the day, the 
tractor owners, toured, in drive-by fash-
ion, to People Care and the Maples Home 
for Seniors, where residents enjoyed see-
ing the farm machines of yesteryear, and 
many were reminded of the memories 
they had on the farm of years gone by.

Sprucedale Public School, 
class of 2023 graduates

Sprucedale Public School in Shakespeare held their grade 8 graduation last week at the 
Shakespeare Optimist Hall, with a large number of family and friends in attendance. The 
graduating class of 2023 includes, left to right, Kendall Savile, Jaymee Witzel, Summer 
Kollman, Annalise Glaab, Macy Kollman, Chase Dietrich, Taylor Pletsch, Taya McLaren, 
Kalia McLaren, Leah Ruby, Hailey Peters, Brianna Harris-Ayotte, Luke Missio and Jacob 
Meadows.  (Photo credit: Gary West)

COME CHECK OUT OUR 
MONTHLY SANDWICH SPECIAL!

519-655-2278
8 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock Ontario

Hours: Tues - Fri: 7am - 3pm | Sat: 8am - 1pm
FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS MEET EVERY 

FRIDAY NIGHT AT 7PM (FOLLOWING JESUS)
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Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 

N.H. INC.
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www.stonetowntravel.com

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL Where in the world Where in the world 

would you like to go?would you like to go?  

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel 

consultants today!consultants today!

SPECIALIZING IN DESIGN / BUILD / INDUSTRIAL / COMMERCIAL / INSTUTIONAL

Ph 519 662 9900 Fax 519 662 9906
227 Victoria Street, New Hamburg ON N3A 2K5

Weddings  |  Funerals  |  Celebrations

For Your White Dove Release
Call:  Jim Boshart  519-748-7484    

New Hamburg | jboshart@cwisp.ca

CUSTOM STEEL FABRICATING
STEEL - Sheets, Structural

                 - Aluminum, Stainless

WAYNE ECKSTEIN
Plant Manager TEL: (519) 662-2820

wayne@waldorindustries.on.ca

WAL-DOR INDUSTRIES LIMITED
202 Bergey Court, New Hamburg, Ontario N3A 2J5

Introducing our new website
By Stewart Grant

Websites can be tricky. And they are also 
very unique; there are so many different 
ways to build and maintain them. I know 
enough about them to be dangerous, as I 
ran a web design company from 2011 to 
2017.

Prior the merger of the Wilmot Post and 
Tavistock Gazette, the two websites for 
the Post and Gazette were polar opposites 
in their construction. Bill Gladding built 
the Gazette website the old-fashioned 
way, from HTML code (which I tried my 
best to continue, for awhile…) while a 
New Hamburg based designer used his 
expertise to build a modern (and OCNA 
award-winning) website for the Post 
which we continued with post-merger.

With none of the above designer options 
available to build a new website for our 
Woodstock Ingersoll Echo newspaper, 
I got in touch with good friend Natalie 
Moore – proprietor of Moore Creative 
Consulting in Stratford.

Together, we brainstormed – and found 
that what we needed wasn’t anoth-
er completely different website for the 
Woodstock Ingersoll paper, but a one-
stop-shop where people could access ei-
ther the news for their specific communi-
ty, or for the broader region if desired.

“Moore Creative Consulting’s goal was 
to create a clean and crisp website for 
Grant Haven (at www.granthaven.com) so 
that we could ensure local news is at the 
forefront,” said Natalie. “Each decision we 
made considered not only ease of use for 

Grant Haven team members, but above all, 
ease of use for readers. Bringing all Grant 
Haven papers together in one hub did 
just that. Now, you have access to all local 
news from reporters in one place instead 
of jumping sites on the web. Readers can 

also see important headlines that impact 
not just one area but Stratford, St. Marys, 
Tavistock, Woodstock and Ingersoll all in 
one place right from the home page.”

One of the things that I appreciated the 
most about Natalie’s involvement with the 
project was, because she took the time 
to understand our business so well, she 
didn’t have to wait for me to write up a de-
tailed plan for the site. Based on our plan-
ning conversation over a cup of coffee, she 
was able to move forward straight-away 
because she knew what I wanted the web-
site to do… even if I didn’t have the time 
to actually type out the words.

“Our team had a fantastic time working 
on this new website and we’re excited to 
have helped make finding and reading lo-
cal news even easier!” Natalie added.

I started this article by sharing my back-
ground in websites because I know that 
sometimes, things are difficult and sites 
don’t always work as intended. Some of 
our users have experienced issues with 
www.wilmotpost.ca correctly forwarding 
to the new website. If you are in this small 
group, hopefully GoDaddy (where our site 
is hosted) will have it fixed by the time 
you read this. But if not, simply visit www.
granthaven.com and you’ll be able to click 
on the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette link.
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*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

IT’S WORTH THE DRIVE TO STRATFORD KIA!IT’S WORTH THE DRIVE TO STRATFORD KIA!

2021 Kia Soul EV Limited

$43,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
47,898 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Cadillac CT5 Sport

$56,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
24,271 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2021 Kia Forte EX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
24,271 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Kia Soul EV Premium

$42,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
46,710 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2020 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Sahara

$49,995 + HST & lic

74,504 km
4x4

2020 Ford EcoSport Titanium 

$34,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
20,972 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Mojave

$64,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,817 km

4x4

2021 Ford Edge SEL

$44,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
12,466 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Nissan Rogue S

$37,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
33,568 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Nissan Rogue SV

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
44,393 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2020 Ford Explorer XLT

$42,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
57,423 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Audi Q5 Komfort

$36,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
44,400 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Toyota RAV4 XLE

$40,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
35,050 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Hyundai Sonata Preferred

$33,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
28,426 km

Front-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2023 Hyundai Elantra Preferred 2021 Lexus IS 300

$36,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
4,607 km

$49,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
19,502 km

Front-Wheel Drive All-Wheel Drive

COMMUNITY —
Canada Day in Wilmot

Canada Day in Wilmot took place at Norm S. Hill Park on July 1 from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. The event featured an Indigenous sunrise ceremony, famous character meet and greet, two Erick 
Traplin shows (one is pictured), a Tautirut show (fiddle), performances by Ella Ruth and Johanna Daze, along with three Orangeman shows. Capping off the night was a fireworks display. 
(Photo credit: Canada Day in Wilmot) 
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SPORTS —
Tavistock Men’s Club 
recently donated to 
Tavistock soccer

Community supports New 
Hamburg dancer off to 
represent Team Canada 
in Dance World Cup

Mark Kozdras from the Men’s Club, presenting Marlow Gingerich  of Tavistock Soccer, with 
a cheque to ensure that soccer continues to flourish on the soccer fields of Tavistock.

Pictured is Angie Scheid, Marcus Scheid, Grace Bender, Tim Petrovic from Timbos 
Transport, Sienna Lichti, Barb Collins from Baden Coffee Company, Kelly Durst from Health 
First Dental, Launi Eichler, Courtney Ebbett and Evelyn Diamond.

Call ahead 519-284-3199
2877 Rd. 119, (Hwy #7) St. Marys
“Locally grown tastes better”

STRAWBERRIES
COMING SOON
Open Monday to Saturday 8 AM -  8 PM
Sunday 8 AM - 12 noon

Walch Strawberries
Buy already picked daily fresh or pick your own

OPEN:
Mon-Fri 8am - 7pm
Saturday 8am - 5pm
Sunday 8am - 5pm

For daily updates call 519-272-1423
Located just outside Stratford on Hwy 7 & 19 

south (Erie Street) Rd 119 #3557

By Gary West

The Tavistock Men’s Club were out in the 
community again and this time support-
ing soccer in Tavistock.

Marlow Gingerich of Tavistock Soccer 
says he was grateful with the donation 
from the area Men’s club, and knows the 
members of the club recognize that soccer 
builds community.

 Tavistock Tornadoes Optimist soccer club 
has 322 registrations for the 2023 season 
and this is the highest registration num-
ber for the club in its history. The soccer 
club activity covers players who are turn-
ing four to turning 21 this year.

The men’s club donation will be used for 
field rental costs at the Tavistock Public 

School, and offset referee training costs. It 
will also help with field lining costs at four 
different locations in Tavistock.

The soccer club extends its sincere thanks 
to the 23 officials that work the games and 
the 43 coaches that volunteer their time 
and passion for the game of soccer in the 
village.

In order for the men’s club to sponsor the 
many activities they do in the Tavistock 
area, they raise funds through various 
events like the pork chop dinner, the fish 
fry, and of course, their annual sales of 
sauerkraut. They hold a sauerkraut sup-
per, which includes numerous volunteers 
working at the arena booth throughout 
the winter.

By Veronica Reiner

A New Hamburg dancer has received 
community support to compete with Team 
Canada in the Dance World Cup competi-
tion in Portugal.

Cloverleaf Farms in New Hamburg pre-
sented Sienna Lichti with a $1,657 cheque 
from their fundraising efforts. “Big huge 
thanks to the whole community for their 
support with this fundraiser,” said Angie 
Scheid, owner of Cloverleaf Farms. 
“Modern Purair, a local company, along 
with loyal customers of ours, donated 
$500 in gift certificates as well on top of 
cash donations.”

This total also included a $1,122 donation 
from sandwiches sold (Sienna Sandwich, 
with chicken bacon and chipotle), cash 
donations from Timbos Transport (Tim), 

Healthy First Dental in New Hamburg 
(Kelly), Wilmot Smiles (Lisa), Baden 
Coffees fundraiser (Barb) of the Sunset 
Sienna Drink, which is also still available 
due to its popularity.”

Lichti has been dancing competitively for 
about five years. One of her performances 
in a competition last year got her an au-
tomatic placement on the Canadian dance 
team, and she will be representing Canada 
at the World Cup in Portugal this year.

Dance World Cup has more than 120,000 
children around the world, aged from four 
to 25, trying to qualify in their country for 
the competition. It is held annually in a 
different location. Previous locations for 
the Dance World Cup include Portugal, 
Spain, England, Germany, Romania, Italy, 
Austria, France and Jersey.
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Pride month

Canadian wild�res

PGA LIV deal

Trump indicted

Messi to Miami

Wagner Group

Schout Wetlands

Steel Waterwheel

Fathers Day

Oxford byelection

Titanic sub

School graduation

Serving you since 1983

We will help you make anything

3504 Bleams Rd., New Hamburg ON, 
Bus: 519.662.1952 | Fax: 519.662.1941
Toll Free: 1-877-324-4445

• Millwrighting • machining
• custom fabrication • Portable Welding Services
• General Repairs • WelDing - tig, mig, stick, oxy Ac
• Welding- Alum., Steel, Stainless, Cast
• INDESTRUCTIBLE MAIL BOXES

Sponsored by:

COMMUNITY —
Show Us Your Wilmot

Each week, the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette will publish interesting photos from around the 
community. The inspiration for this came from the Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook group. 
This photo was taken at the Mike Schout Wetlands Preserve by William Bunn. “This young 
Tree Swallow was given an insect with a long tail. It would appear he was unable to swallow 
the bug,” said Bunn. “The father even flew in and closed his mouth hoping it would help.” 
(Photo credit: William Bunn)

PROPERTIES NEEDED! - Inventory is low and properties in all price ranges are 
needed in Tavistock and surrounding areas. If you have been considering selling 
and would like to know what your house is worth in today’s active real estate 
market, or if you would like more information on any property listed “FOR SALE”, 
please call Sandra Eby, Sales Representative at either 
Bus: 519-273-2821,  Cell: 519-272-7676 or Res: 519-655-2548 
or email mseby@rogers.com

117 HOPE STREET EAST TAVISTOCK
Welcome to 117 Hope Street East in the lovely town of Tavistock. If you like the character 
of old homes, this is one home you do not want to miss viewing.  Located within walking 
distance to down town, the school, park and arena, this home is ideal for your growing 
family. With approximately 2,943 Square feet of living space, this lovely home offers, 3 or 
4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, 4 season sun room to enjoy your morning coffee, games room/ 
family room, a spacious kitchen with an island with a breakfast bar, living and dining room 
area with a gas fireplace. Another added bonus for this great home, the triple car driveway 
is on Elizabeth Street. Call today to view this great home, it might be just what you have 
been looking for. MLS#40446572 $699,900

NEW LISTING

88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON N5A 2L2

Pet of the Week
GLOW

This weeks pet of the week is a 
purebred four year old Holstein dairy 
cow who was part of the Perth County 

“iFarm” educational display in Stratford 
recently. Her name is Glow and she is 
owned by Simon and Andrea Knossen 
from Brunner in Perth East Township.

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by    
emailing info@wilmotpost.ca
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TRAVEL —

Travelling by car through the 
Florida Keys on Highway 1, the 
“Overseas Highway”, is proba-
bly my favourite drive anywhere 
in the world. You pass through 
interesting towns with tropical 
ambience – Key Largo, Islamora-
da, Marathon, and many more 
island communities and you en-
counter innumerable bridges, 
including the famed “Seven Mile 
Bridge” that stretches over seven 
miles of ocean.

It is stunningly beautiful.

Being caught up in that beauty is 
probably why I never really no-
ticed a tiny coral “key” adjacent 
to the Seven Mile Bridge. Pigeon 
Key is not worth noticing if you 
are looking for sheer, dramat-
ic beauty. But it turns out, this 
small island is a rich repository 
of history that lies at the heart of 
what the Florida Keys are today.

Paying visitors arrive via the 
cute little Pigeon Key train 
which takes you to the island. 
There, you will be welcomed for 
a lengthy but enthralling tour of 
the island where you learn the 
story of Henry Flagler and his 
railway to Key West.

Because during construction of 
that ill-fated railway, Pigeon Key 
was a key (pun intended) staging 
point for the railroad construc-
tion project. And this island, 
which you can cross from side to 
side in a four-minute walk, was 
home to 400 workers. Our guide 
– “Just call me C.T., everybody 
does” – admitted that, “We’re a 
rock in the middle of nowhere 
but there is a surprising amount 
of history on this island.”

So – about this railway. The name 
“Henry Flagler” pops up every-
where in the history of Florida. 
Flagler, born to a poor family in 
1830, became a rich American 
industrialist. He was a partner 
with John D. Rockefeller in Stan-
dard Oil. C.T. told us that Flagler 
had a contradictory reputa-
tion: “Vicious in business – he’d 
squash you like a bug – but the 
very opposite in his personal life 
where he was kind and generous 
and empathetic.”

This vicious, kind man first came 
to Florida in the 1880s and he 
saw the potential in a state that 
was then, mostly mosquito-in-
fested swampland. His story is 
deserving of a book but the quick 
version is that Flagler built a 
railway to St. Augustine and then 
continued south to Daytona and 
eventually Miami. He built ho-
tels (great facilities still in use 
today as schools, as well as his-
toric hotels).

When the Panama Canal opened 
in 1914, Flagler saw the poten-
tial for a deep-water port to 
serve the United States and the 
closest one was in Key West. The 
problem was that Key West is 
an island at the end of a series 
of islands with no land trans-

portation connecting it to the 
continental United States. That 
constitutes about 194 kilome-
ters without land transportation. 
And except for Key West, then 
a boomtown of about 20,000, 
the population of the Keys was 
about 1,000 in total.

The solution? C.T. described it 
this way: “Henry Flagler reached 
into his pocket and pulled out a 
railroad.”

It was an astonishing feat – 
building a railroad over the 
ocean, anchoring the line on the 
islands of the keys but stretching 
over many lengths of sea includ-
ing the seven-mile stretch that 
includes Pigeon Key.

The project employed thousands 
and 400 of them were based on 
Pigeon Key. The buildings still 
standing (many have been de-
molished) date back to that era 
when hundreds of men ate, slept 
and worked from this home base.

When Flagler first envisioned 
the project, the experts he con-
sulted told him he was crazy. 
His answer? “We’re going to Key 
West.”

And he did. While Pigeon Key 
was perhaps the biggest camp, 
there were actually 82 work 
camps all along the Keys, all 
building their section of the 
project.

Flagler stated his vision in 1905; 
on January 22, 1912, the first 
train to reach Key West pulled 
into the station with an aging 
Henry Flagler on board. C.T. 
stated it dramatically: “For the 
first time ever, Key West heard 
the scream of steam.” Flagler 
was greeted by ten thousand 

cheering residents including 
bands and choirs, school kids 
and dignitaries galore. Henry 
was a hero.

He was also ill. Henry Flagler 
passed away on May 20, 1913 just 
over a year after his final entre-
preneurial triumph. His impact 
on Key West is honoured today 
by a life-sized statue of Flagler 
seated on a bench in front of the 
former railway station. His Key 
West hotel, Casa Marina, contin-
ues to be a popular and pricey 
home away from home for visi-
tors today.

The railroad did not stand the 
test of time or tempest. About 
65 kilometers of track around 
Islamorada were destroyed in a 
tragic 1935 hurricane that also 
caused the death of over 400 
people, many riding on a north-

bound train racing to escape the 
storm.

The railway was in dire straits. 
The death blow that sent it 
into receivership came when 
the company could not pay a 
large bill, ironically to Standard 
Oil, where Flagler was once a 
part-owner.

But the precedent had been set. 
No railway was ever to run again 
through the Keys, but a highway 
was built using many of the same 
bridges. That highway today is 
perhaps my favourite drive any-
where.

Thank you, Henry Flagler.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking en-
gagements, email pknowles@gold-
en.net.

One of the buildings that remain from the railroad work camp that housed 400 men on this 
tiny island.

A section of the railroad that remains – with Highway 1, which sometimes used the railway 
bridges, shown to the left.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: A lot of history on “a rock in the middle of nowhere”

By Paul Knowles

The Pigeon Key train – a smaller version than the ones that travelled 
Henry Flagler's railway to Key West. (Photo by Paul Knowles)
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July 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th

Summer Drop-In

Meet up by the climber at 
Scott Park at 75 Hunter 
Street in New Hamburg. 
Weather permitting. Play 
based for children ages zero 
to six accompanied by a 
caring adult. Older siblings 
welcome. For more info, 
contact 519-662-2731.

July 7th

David Martin live at 
Shakespeare Brewing

Live covers will be played 
at Shakespeare Brewing by 
David Martin from 6:30 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. The next day, he 
will also place at the Bun-
ker Performance Lounge 
and Cafe in Stratford at 8 
p.m., with a $10 cover.

July 8th

Fryfogel’s Historic Tavern 
Doors Open Event

Join in celebrating the start 

of summer by stopping 
in for a tour and enjoying 
some light refreshments. 
Located at Fryfogel’s Tav-
ern, 2.8 kilometres east of 
Shakespeare on Highway 
7/8. Takes place from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

July 10th

Blood Drive

Taking place at the Shantz 
Mennonite Church at 2473 
Erbs Road in Baden. Book-
ing times are available from 
around 3 p.m. until about 8 
p.m. at www.blood.ca.

July 11th

Wellesley Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting tak-
ing place at 4805 William 
Hastings Line in Crosshill 
at 6:45 p.m. Also streamed 
on the Township of Welles-
ley YouTube page.

July 12th

Youth Summer Drop-In

Takes place on Wednesdays 
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Youth 
Centre at the Wilmot Rec-
reation Complex, for ages 9 
to 12.

July 13th

Childhood Cancer Fund-
raising BBQ

The 19th annual child-
hood cancer fundraising 
barbecue will take place 
at 1239 Notre Dame Drive 
in Petersburg from 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. All proceeds will 
go towards Scotland’s Yard 
(Grand River Hospital), 
Children’s Health Founda-
tion (London) and Walk to 
Conquer Cancer (Princess 
Margaret). To donate online 
visit www.bechtholdhome.
com/bbq.html.

July 13th

Castle Kilbride Summer 
Concert Series

Thursday evenings, bring 
your lawn chair and enjoy 

unique music on the front 
lawn of Castle Kilbride 
from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Weath-
er permitting. This day, 
Rescue Junction (Gospel/
Bluegrass) will play.

July 16th

Breakfast in the Park

From 8:30 a.m. to noon 
at Petersburg Park. The 
Optimist Club of Peters-
burg is once again hosting 
Breakfast in the Park. Enjoy 
scrambled eggs, pancakes, 
bacon, homefries, toast, 
juice and coffee. Adults are 
$15; 10 and under is $10.

July 17th

Crokinole

Taking place from 1 p.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Wilmot Recre-
ation Complex Active Liv-
ing Centre in Baden. Aimed 
at those 55+. Free program, 
registration is not required.

July 24th

Wilmot Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting 
taking place at 60 Snyder’s 
Road West in Baden at 6:45 
p.m. Also streamed on the 
Township of Wilmot You-
Tube page.

August 2nd

East Zorra-Tavistock 
Council Meeting

In-person council meeting 
taking place at 695566 17th 
Line in Innerkip starting at 
7 p.m.

August 11th

Good Eats & Musical Beats

Taking place at Fellow-
ship Bible Church at 150 
Hamilton Road in New 
Hamburg from 4 p.m. to 
9 p.m., including the fifth 
annual Pet Talent Contest. 
Including local food trucks 
such as the Funnel Cloud, 
Fo’Cheezy, El Milagro and 
the Serial Griller.

Ser v ing
Ont ar io

Ag r ic ul t ur e
s inc e 1966! 

Famil y o w ned  
& 

Oper at ed519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 

�����������������

Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - JULY 2023

OPINION —
THE PUBLISHERS DESK: Play stupid games, win stupid prizes

As a board member of the On-
tario Community Newspapers 
Association, it’s been well over 
a year ago since I first heard 
of the lobbying taking place to 

force Facebook and Google to 
pay Canadian publishers for the 
news stories that are shared on 
their platforms.

While “sure, it would be nice” to 
have some of the extra dollars 
that these mega companies have 
lying around, I couldn’t get over 
the fact that the idea of them 
paying us was… stupid.

Sitting in on this conference call, 
I remember being the lone per-
son saying to the group, “This 
doesn’t make any sense to me.”

“Each week, we share our online 
newspaper on Facebook, and we 
also share our top stories. This 
is our choice. Facebook didn’t 
make us share our news stories 

here, in fact it’s nice for us that 
Facebook provides this platform 
for us to connect with a wider 
audience. Why should they have 
to pay me for that?”

As you may have heard, this 
whole issue came up in a big 
way last week, with the Govern-
ment of Canada’s Bill C-18 being 
passed into law. The bill, dubbed 
the Online News Act, required 
Facebook and Google to pay Ca-
nadian publishers for showing 
links to news. And not surpris-
ingly, Facebook and Google don’t 
want to do this. And why should 
they?

Instead, they both came out 
with strong statements against 
the Canadian legislation, say-

ing that if they are forced to pay 
for the links to Canadian news 
sites… well then, they won’t 
provide those links at all.

Therefore, in roughly six 
months’ time, unless something 
changes, we will no longer be 
able to post articles or links to 
the PDF version of our news-
paper on Facebook, nor will our 
articles be shared through Goo-
gle News. As a company who 
is mainly focused on our print 
product, this really isn’t that big 
of a deal for the Wilmot-Tavis-
tock Gazette, but for many other 
news companies, it is a devastat-
ing development.

Again, I don’t blame Facebook 
or Google for this. Instead, I 

blame lobbyists with unrealis-
tic goals, and I mostly blame the 
federal government for push-
ing through bad legislation that 
they didn’t realize the ramifica-
tions of.

The best thing that could hap-
pen from here is that the Liber-
als back down, admit that they 
overstepped, and reverse the 
law. However, I don’t think many 
politicians have a habit of ad-
mitting when they’re wrong.

So, what’ll happen is that, in a 
country where news organiza-
tions are already struggling, a 
short-sighted government bill 
managed to make things much 
worse.

By Stewart Grant

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Instagram!
@thewilmottavistockgazette

RUN YOUR 
BUSINESS 

CARD AD HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or ads@wilmotpost.ca

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
IS AVAILABLE AT

New Hamburg
Thrift Centre, Short Stop, Sobeys, 

Office Pro, No Frills, Mario's Chicken, Library, 
McDonalds, Tim Hortons

Tavistock
Double D's Restaurant, D&D Homestyle Cuisine, Tim 

Hortons, Hasty Market, Sam's Independent
Quehl's Restaurant, IDA Pharmacy, Shell Gas, Library

Wellesley
Pym's, Schmidt's Bulk Pantry, Cook's Pharmacy

Schmidtsville Restaurant

St. Agatha
Pfennings Store

Petersburg
Petro Canada Gas Bar

Baden
Tim Hortons, Circle K, Subway, Mars Variety

New Dundee
New Dundee Village Market

Weekly Quiz Answers
1) Noah 

2) Kermit the 
Frog 

3) A beard 

4) Templeton 

5) Blaire General

6) The Jackson 
Five 

7) Tommy 

8) Spanish 

9) Captain Marvel 

10) France

CLASSIFIED ADS

Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and preserved 
throughout the world now and forever.  Oh Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  worker of mira-
cles, pray for us; St. Jude helper of the hopeless, pray 
for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day, by the eighth 
day this prayer will be answered.  It has never been 
known to fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

SUMMER KARATE DAY CAMPS!
SCHWEITZER'S MARTIAL ARTS 
Karate Drills & Skills Camp: JULY 13
Self-defense & Sparring Camp: AUG. 10
BEGINNERS WELCOME! AGES 4 TO ADULT
Taught by Renshi Becky Schweitzer,
4th Degree Black Belt and 12X World Karate
Champion
Location Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church -
23 Church Street, New Hamburg
Full day camp only $59.99+HST each
Half day camp only $49.99+HST each
Includes a pizza lunch
Call 519-580-1418 or e-mail
becky_schweitzer@hotmail.com
Visit www.schweitzersmartialarts.com for more info.

Wanted
A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes. 
Phone 519-284-3774

Wanted
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, 
Blues, Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. 
Selectively buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and 
Stereo Equipment. For more information: DIAMOND 
DOGS MUSIC 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 226-972-5750

For Rent
Duplex for rent in St. Marys, 3 bedroom,2 bathroom. 
Private back yard, front porch, all appliances includ-
ed, close to downtown. Parking for three vehicles. No 
smoking. $1800.00 plus utilities. Please call 519-284-
2844, leave your name and phone number.

For Sale
15 - 20  barn boards for sale 6` - 12` long
Call 1-519-949-1064 for appt to view

Wanted
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles.
Coca  Cola Pepsi any pop company
Brewery items Kuntz ,Huether Labatts etc
Old radios and gramophones
Wristwatches and pocket watches
Old fruit jars Beaver Star Bee Hive etc
Any old oil  cans and signs Red Indian Supertest etc
Any small furniture.
If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please 
contact me - 519-570-6920.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

 info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

CONSTRUCTION

PAVESTONE

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0
Tel: 519 655 2101

info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

New Single 
Family Homes

THIS AD SPACE 
COULD BE YOURS 
FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$12.50 A WEEK!
CALL 

519-655-2341

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

  210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

For all your 
masonry 

needs!

Cell: 519-274-3690
Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Looking for workers
  – willing to train!

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com
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Cell: 519-272-7676 
Res: 519-655-2548

Office: 519-273-2821

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.remaxabrealty.ca 6 

8
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Independently 
Owned & Operated
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500
Order online today!

Delivering Locally Made Pet Food Since 1994. 
PREMIUM QUALITY | INCREDIBLE VALUE | UNMATCHED SERVICE


