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HOMEFIELD LEGACY REALTY
ST. MARYS, BROKERAGE

Great new listing having lots to o�er. �is semi-detached home with a 
large corner lot has been well cared for by the current owners and 

features a large fully fenced rear yard with privacy, recent updates include 
roof 2021, new central air unit 2021, gutter guard installed in 2022.

Contact Broker Ron Morrison 519-272-7666

OPEN HOUSE: Saturday July 8th 2023 10:30 am - Noon

17 Southvale Road St. Marys
New Price $484,900  |  MLS 40408504

The wait is almost over! The 26th edi-
tion of the annual Stonetown Heritage 
Festival takes to the streets and parks 
of St. Marys in just over a weeks’ time.

Local duo “Now and Then” kicks off 
the Heritage Festival on Friday, July 14 
covering an array of your favourite old-
ies. The free concert takes place at the 
Cadzow Park amphitheater from 7:30 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. A free outdoor movie 

will follow at dusk, presented by The 
Friends of the St. Marys Public Library.

Saturday begins with delicious sea-
sonal goodies at the Farmers’ Market 
at Milt Dunnell Field, just a short stroll 
from all the action on Queen Street!

The street fair is chockablock with fun 
for all ages! In addition to inflatables, 
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Visit our website to have the Independent emailed 
to you every week! Simply enter your email in the 
'Subscribe' box and receive an electronic copy of 

the paper every Wednesday afernoon.

Continued on page 2

Black’s Financial Services

TERM
1 year
3 years
5 years

GIC
5.61
5.50
5.45

GIC INSURED
*All rates subject

to change without
notice*

Call us for details 519.284.1340

Black’s Financial Services

Are you taking advantage of the TFSA?
1 YR 5.28 - 3 YR 5.22 - 5 YR 4.90

For more products and 
Financial Advice call us today!

*All rates subject to change without notice*

Mini cards (10 pack) 
available for 
purchase!

FRIDAY 9 & 
DINE FOR $39
(Beef on a bun)

Thursday Wing Night!

www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

Call us for inquiries at 

519.225.2329

Fun for everyone July 14 – July 16 

LOW KM 2018 DODGE JOURNEY SE PLUS $20,995!
2018 Dodge Journey SE Plus

Clean 2018 Dodge Journey with clean history, fuel efficient 4 cyl 
engine, auto, air, alum. Wheels, keyless enter & go, Bluetooth, deep 
tinted glass, am/fm cd, power windows, locks & mirrors, anti-lock 

brakes, airbags, and more, comes certified with fresh l.o.f. 
(60500kms)

Certified, hst & licensing extra$20,995
AllRoads.ca | 519-284-3308

36 Water St. S., St. Marys ON | 519.284.0041 | info@stmarysindependent.com | www.stmarysindy.com
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By Stewart Grant

St. Marys Mayor Al Strathdee received word on 
Friday that the two-year pilot of GO train service 
to London, Stratford, and St. Marys will come to 
an end this fall. The final day of service will be 
October 13, 2023.

Erin Duffy, Community Engagement Advisor for 
Metrolinx, wrote, “Metrolinx’s arrangement to op-
erate service between London and Toronto was 
established with CN and VIA Rail Canada to op-
erate with the existing infrastructure, including 
tracks and stations. The arrangement with CN and 
VIA ends this fall and Metrolinx will no longer 
have access to the infrastructure.”

Duffy added, “We remain committed to serving 
commuters and will look to redeploy those assets 
where appropriate to meet demand.”

Although the arrival of GO train service into 
the local area was exciting when it was first an-
nounced, the logistical constraints of the rail lines 
were quickly found to limit the desirability of GO 
train service for commuters. Those commuting 
from London to Toronto would have to plan for 
roughly a four-hour journey as the train slowly 
detoured to stops in St. Marys and Stratford. 

Former Thames Centre Councillor Kelly Elliott 
expressed the frustration of many in a tweet she 
authored on Friday, saying, “I mean, the Province 
put together a shitty half-assed plan and is now 
throwing their hands in the air saying “well, we 
tried – no one rides it” and that is why we cannot 
have anything nice.”

Over the past year, St. Marys has welcomed many families from Ukraine into our 
community. Pictured L to R, Alona Zabihailo, Alona Vasylieva and Vita Vasylieva 
celebrate their first Canada Day at Cadzow Park and give thanks to the community 
for their support.  (Murray Grant photo)

GO train experiment 
reaches end of the line

New Canadian residents 
celebrate Canada Day

Get ready, get set for 
Stonetown Heritage Festival
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face painting, and an array of vendors 
be sure to check out the demonstra-
tions and performances at Queen St. 
and Wellington St. throughout the day. 
Downtown restaurants and eateries 
will also be open for delicious dining 
and takeaway.

It wouldn’t be a heritage festival with-
out an opportunity to learn more about 
the histories of the town. Those look-
ing to immerse themselves in heritage, 
arts, and culture have several options. 
Sign up at the festival information tent 
to partake in a heritage bus tour, leav-
ing hourly from Town Hall from 10:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Local historian Larry Pfaff is offering 
two heritage walking tours, beginning 
at Town Hall at 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 
p.m. Architecture aficionados can also 
check out 14 Church St. N (formerly 
the Mercury Theatre) from 10:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. Attendees can explore 
parts of the building and share memo-
ries of the building with volunteers.

Ten incredible artists of all ages will 
be featured on the first ever Riverview 
Walkway Art Walk. In collaboration 

with the Art Walk, the recently restored 
Riverwalk Commons building (84 Wa-
ter St. S.) is open for discovery and as 
a cooling station from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. Iced tea and scones are available 
from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Following the street fair, head down 
to Milt Dunnell Field to enjoy music 
and food truck offerings beginning at 
5:00 p.m. Three fantastic bands will 
take to the stage: indie-folk duo York 
Street Thought Process (5:00 p.m.), in-
die-rock duo The Bone Radlers (6:30 
p.m.) and self-proclaimed “dad-rock” 
band, Roy’s Garage (8:30 p.m.). Cap 
off the day with the fabulous Rotary 
Fireworks beginning at approximately 
10:00 p.m.

On Sunday, July 16, the weekend clos-
es out with the St. Marys Horticultural 
Society’s Garden Tour from 1:00 to 5:00 
p.m.

Organizers remind those attending the 
event to bring a reusable water bottle 
and that the festival is a rain or shine 
event. Queen St. will be closed be-
tween Church St. and Thomas St. from 
7:00 a.m. to approximately 5:00 p.m. 
on Saturday, as will Water St. N. to the 

parking lot, and Water St. S. to Jones St. 
E. A small section of Wellington Street 
N. and Wellington St. S. will also be 
closed.

Milt Dunnell Field will be closed to ve-
hicular traffic from 3:00 to 11:00 p.m. 
on Saturday, so that the concert and 
fabulous Rotary Fireworks can be safe-
ly enjoyed. Motorists using Milt Dun-
nell Field on Saturday morning are 

also asked to be mindful of increased 
foot traffic for the new activities taking 
place there.

The trestle (Sarnia bridge) will be 
closed to pedestrian traffic on Satur-
day from 12:00 p.m. – 12:00 a.m. for 
the fireworks show. Those viewing the 
show are reminded to watch from a 
safe distance of at least 200 metres, in-
cluding from water.
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When it comes to proposed changes 
to Milt Dunnell Field, nothing is set in 
stone. 

That’s what the Town of St. Marys is 
telling residents following a lively 
public engagement campaign about 
plans to revitalize the popular park. 
The Town recently conducted a survey 
about the project that received over 
1,300 responses, a new record for the 
municipality. 

The survey included questions about 
two proposed design concepts for the 
park. The concepts were developed by 
a landscape architect following con-
sultation with local user groups. Sur-
vey respondents had an opportunity 
to select a concept they preferred to 
help the Town decide which amenities 
should be included in a future master 
plan for the park. 

“The concepts are just that – concepts. 
They were included in the survey to 
generate discussion and help us de-
termine the community’s wants and 
needs,” says André Morin, Director of 
Corporate Services. “Neither concept 
should be considered ‘final’ at this 
stage.”

Town staff are now consolidating the 
feedback that was received through 
the survey, emails, phone calls and oth-
er sources. The data will be presented 
to Council at its Strategic Priorities 
Committee meeting on July 18, 2023, at 
9:00 a.m. During that meeting, Council 
will continue its discussion about the 
long-term vision for the park and what 
further steps should be taken to devel-
op a master plan for the site. 

Part of Council’s discussion will be 
focused on the ring road at Milt Dun-
nell Field. The two concepts provided 

in the survey suggest that part of the 
ring road be used for pedestrian traf-
fic only. The concepts also include a 
two-way road that would allow cars in 
and out of the park, with ample park-
ing. Potential changes to the ring road 
have generated a considerable amount 
of feedback from the community.  

“We appreciate the time people have 
taken to share their thoughts, partic-
ularly with respect to the ring road,” 
says Morin. “We want residents to 
know that we’re listening and that 
their feedback will be considered as 
we develop the final vision for the 
park.”

Residents who missed the opportuni-
ty to complete the survey or have ad-
ditional input to provide are encour-
aged to email amorin@town.stmarys.
on.ca or deliver written comments to 
the Municipal Operations Centre (408 

James St. S) prior to the July 18 Coun-
cil meeting. The public can also view 
the meeting in person or virtually on 
the Town’s YouTube channel. 

In the meantime, staff are working to 
make short-term enhancements to the 
park using grant funding that expires 
March 31, 2024. These could include 
upgrades to the washrooms and lawn 
bowling building, playground accessi-
bility upgrades, improvements to sup-
port the Farmers’ Market, and the ad-
dition of a soccer field. 

For more information about the Milt 
Dunnell Field Revitalization Project, 
visit www.discoverstmarys.ca/milt-
dunnell. Questions about the project 
can be directed to André Morin, Di-
rector of Corporate Services at 519-
284-2340, ext. 217 or amorin@town.
stmarys.on.ca 

Town provides update on Milt Dunnell Field 
revitalization project

Get ready, get set for Stonetown Heritage Festival
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By Gary West

Sam's Home Hardware, a family 
owned business, has seen exponen-
tial growth since Jenny and Brad 
Roth took over in January of 2007.

Along with selling many hardware 
items at the downtown St. Marys 
store, they also market large quanti-
ties of lumber and materials at their 
St. Marys Home Building Centre on 
the east end of town.

They carry everything required to 
build a home, shop, or barn. They as-
pire to be the market leader in the 
lumber and hardware retail sector, 
as well as a leader in the commu-
nity itself, supporting many sports 
and fund raising activities for those 
groups who are connected in the 
community.

Four years ago, they grew their busi-
ness and expanded to include the 
Langford Lumber store in Lucan.

Their company was recognized in 
2018 with the Stratford Chamber 
of Commerce “Business Excellence 

Award” for being the top retailer in 
the areas of both Stratford and St. 
Marys.

Both Jenny and Brad say the vision of 
their business is to provide customer 
valued solutions with the most com-

petitive prices and best quality prod-
ucts.

They have set themselves apart from 
their competition by having a superi-
or staff with a wealth of knowledge in 
plumbing, electrical, and all aspects 
of the building industry.

Not only do the Roths keep busy with 
their stores in both St. Marys and Lu-
can, but also are involved with many 
sports activities that their growing 
family of four children participate in. 
They are ages 16, 14, 12 and 9.

The couple says wherever possible, 
they support their fellow local busi-
nesses as they recognize that when 
one of their fellow entrepreneurs 
succeeds, they all succeed.

Jenny and Brad both say “that al-
though far from perfect, they do strive 
for continuous improvement to keep 
their company relevant and competi-
tive and be willing to give back to the 
community they live and work in, for 
many years into the future”.

COMMUNITY —
Award winning St. Marys couple take pride in serving 
the area building and hardware business

Jenny and Brad Roth welcomed shoppers recently to their downtown St. Marys 
Sams Home Hardware location, as they hosted their annual summer sidewalk sale 
of goods at prices that local residents were able to take advantage of.  (Contrib-
uted photo)
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Quote of the Week
“In response to the outbreak, we are reminding everyone to clean 
their hands upon entering and exiting the hospital, patient care areas 
and patient rooms. Hand washing is key to stopping the spread of 
bacteria.”

Erica Jensen, Manager Quality, Patient Safety and Infection 
Control, commenting on the gastrointestinal (gastro) outbreak at 
the Hospital.

EDITORIAL —

The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

Praise the 
young and they 

will flourish. 

Put silk on a 
goat, and it’s 
still a goat. 

Time is a great 
story teller. 

Even a small 
thorn causes 

festering.
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Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Call me a traditionist, 

but I like Canada Day 

cupcakes better than 

dill pickle chips.
Don't take away the 

ring road from Milt 

Dunnell Field

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have two Bravos this week

1) Congrats to all of the students 
who not only worked hard aca-
demically but also chose to be kind 
and inclusive to others. Also, well 
done to the parents that support 
these kids and instill these values. 
Together you are shaping others 
for a kinder world.

2) Bravos to Don and Margaret 
Pike for another superb effort in 
organizing the Canada Day parade 
this year.

We have four Boos this week. 

1) Boo to the dog walkers that let 
their dogs urinate on the flower 
beds killing the hostas which the 
Horticultural Society tried to keep 
nice for your enjoyment. 

2) Boo to the Town of St. Marys 
for putting a curb and grass out 
in center field of Teddy's Field.  It 
was a great spot to watch a ball 
game for over 50 years but now 
that is not an option.

3) Boo to the people who removed 
a number of plants from the Horti-
cultural Society daylily beds leav-
ing behind a big mess. 

4) Boo to people for not following 
the courtesy of letting one car at 
a time go over the one lane Water 
Street bridge.

 

Play stupid games, win 
stupid prizes
By Stewart Grant

As a board member of the Ontario 
Community Newspapers Associa-
tion, it’s been well over a year ago 
since I first heard of the lobbying 
taking place to force Facebook and 
Google to pay Canadian publishers 
for the news stories that are shared 
on their platforms.

While “sure, it would be nice” to 
have some of the extra dollars that 
these mega companies have ly-
ing around, I couldn’t get over the 
fact that the idea of them paying us 
was… stupid.

Sitting in on this conference call, 
I remember being the lone person 
saying to the group, “This doesn’t 
make any sense to me.”

“Each week, we share our online 
newspaper on Facebook, and we 
also share our top stories. This is 
our choice. Facebook didn’t make us 
share our news stories here, in fact 
it’s nice for us that Facebook pro-
vides this platform for us to connect 
with a wider audience. Why should 
they have to pay me for that?”

As you may have heard, this whole 
issue came up in a big way last 
week, with the Government of Can-
ada’s Bill C-18 being passed into 
law. The bill, dubbed the Online 
News Act, required Facebook and 
Google to pay Canadian publishers 
for showing links to news. And not 
surprisingly, Facebook and Goo-
gle don’t want to do this. And why 

should they?

Instead, they both came out with 
strong statements against the Ca-
nadian legislation, saying that if 
they are forced to pay for the links 
to Canadian news sites… well then, 
they won’t provide those links at all.

Therefore, in roughly six months’ 
time, unless something changes, we 
will no longer be able to post arti-
cles or links to the PDF version of 
our newspaper on Facebook, nor 
will our articles be shared through 
Google News. As a company who is 
mainly focused on our print prod-
uct, this really isn’t that big of a deal 
for the St. Marys Independent, but 
for many other news companies, it 
is a devastating development.

Again, I don’t blame Facebook or 
Google for this. Instead, I blame 
lobbyists with unrealistic goals, and 
I mostly blame the Liberal govern-
ment for pushing through bad leg-
islation that they didn’t realize the 
ramifications of.

The best thing that could happen 
from here is that the Liberals back 
down, admit that they overstepped, 
and reverse the law. However, I 
don’t think many politicians have 
a habit of admitting when they’re 
wrong.

So, what’ll happen is that, in a coun-
try where news organizations are 
already struggling, a short-sighted 
government bill managed to make 
things much worse.
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REALLYGREATSITE.COM

townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

STONETOWNSTONETOWN  
CRIERCRIER The latest municipal news

from the Town of St. Marys

Contact us
519-284-2340 
communications@ town.stmarys.on.ca

SUMMER SWIM CLUB

SHOWER PROGRAM

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private,
secure and accessible for individuals of
all abilities. 

519-284-2160

Tuesdays, 9 AM - 1 PM | Pyramid Centre

SUMMER SWIM LESSONS
REGISTRATION

Registration for summer swimming
lessons is now open! Visit our website

for details on dates and times.

townofstmarys.com/campprc or 519-284-2160

MOVIES IN THE PARK

Join the Friends of the St. Marys Public
Library for a FREE outdoor movie at
Cadzow Park. Bring your own lawn chair
or blanket. Movie starts at dusk!

townofstmarys.com/library or 519-284-3346

 STONETOWN HERITAGE FESTIVAL 

townofstmarys.com/festival

This year's Stonetown Heritage Festival
takes place on July 14 to 16 and features

family-friendly activities, diverse food
options, vendor's market, live music and

dance and a fireworks show.

Summer Swim Club is a great way for
youth to improve their current swim

ability while having fun! Sign up for
sessions by searching “Swim Club” on

ActiveNet. 

Friday, July 14 @ Dusk | Cadzow Park

COMMUNITY —
Firefighter Lucas Jeffrey 
named Firefighter of the 
Month for July

This July the St. Marys Fire Depart-
ment is pleased to announce Lu-
cas Jeffrey as its “Firefighter of the 
Month”. 

“Firefighter Lucas Jeffrey was se-
lected for his 8 years of dedicated 
service to the department,” said Fire 
Chief Richard “Andy” Anderson. “He 
demonstrates a high level of techni-
cal competence when performing a 
broad range of assignments. He has 
always been noted for handling sit-
uations in a calm objective manner.” 

Jeffrey joined the St. Marys Fire De-
partment (SMFD) as a firefighter in 
2015. Prior to joining SMFD he had 
obtained his Firefighter Level I & II, 
Hazardous Materials Awareness and 
Operations certifications. Through 
continuous education programs he 
has acquired Ice Water Awareness, 
Advance Auto Extrication, Fire Ser-
vice Level I Instructor and Fire Offi-
cer Level I certificates. 

“Volunteer firefighters often have the 
opportunity to help people during 
the most difficult times of their lives,” 
said Jeffrey. “Firefighters have a 
unique and challenging job and train 
hard to earn their positions. This of-
ten creates a sense of camaraderie 
among firefighters and other emer-
gency personnel. If anyone is looking 
for a work environment that provides 
strong friendships, it may be benefi-

cial to pursue a volunteer firefight-
er position at your local fire depart-
ment.”  

“Lucas is a firefighter that strives to 
grow professionally through contin-
uous study and participation,” said 
Deputy Fire Chief Kevin Edwards. 
“We are lucky to have Lucas as part 
of our team as he is an important 
contributor to the success of the de-
partment.” 

Lucas was born and raised in St. 
Marys. He became interested in fire-
fighting while attending high school. 
When asked if there were any influ-
ences that helped steered him to-
wards a career in firefighting, Lucas 
replied, “My mom was a paramedic 
for many years, and I wanted the op-
portunity to serve my community like 
she had.” 

When Lucas was asked what is one of 
his favourite memories about being 
a part of the fire department he re-
sponded, “One of my favourite mem-
ories is getting the opportunity to in-
teract with the community we serve. 
I especially find it rewarding to be 
able to show children the trucks and 
equipment we use. “

When he is not busy with firefight-
ing calls or continuing his firefighting 
education, Lucas is employed at PBR 
Fur Farms.  
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COMMUNITY —

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

1) Who was the 
“Captain” of the Ark? 

2) Who was the host of 
“The Muppet Show”? 

3) What is a “goatee”? 

4) What is the name of 
the rat in the cartoon 
version of Charlotte’s 
Web? 

5) What hospital did Dr Kildare work at? 

6) Before going solo, what was the name of 
the group that Michael Jackson preformed 
with? 

7) What was the name of the rock opera 
written by The Who? 

8) What is the national language in Ecuador? 

9) Which superhero said the word Shazam to 
get his powers? 

10) The Chunnel runs between Britain and 
which country?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

Our senior of the week is Marie Hiuser who 
celebrated her 91st birthday on Monday, July 

3. Marie was born in Marwich Township 
Essa County and has lived in St. Marys for 

many years and prior to that lived in Alberta. 
In her younger days she worked at the 

Campbell’s plant. She has 8 children, and 
many grandchildren, great-grandchildren 

and great-great-grandchildren. 
Happy Birthday Marie! 

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
PERTH REGIMENT VETERANS

BRANCH 236 ST MARYS

HOURS
TUE – THU 3PM - ???
FRI NOON TILL ???

SAT – NOON TILL CLOSING

MEAT DRAW SAT AT 5 PM
20 CHANCES FOR MEAT PRIZES, 

PLUS A 50/50 DRAW

NEWLY RENOVATED HALL FOR RENT
66 CHURCH STREET NORTH, 

ST MARYS 519 284-2267
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S E R V I C E   L T D

New location for Stonetown Barber

Scott Jackson, owner of The Stonetown Barber, moved into his new premises at 25 Church Street South on 
Monday, July 3. Regarding the move, he told the Independent that with close friend, Jesse Brockman, now 
owning the Bowling Alley building, it was a great opportunity to help each other out. Jackson said that there 
is a strong history of hairstyling at this location, as it was the original home of Mike Mattiussi's barber shop. 
Scott, recalling that he first opened his barber shop in 2017 at the corner of Church and Queen and has since 
been slowly moving southward down Church, joked that "I figure by the time I retire, I'll either be in one of the 
churches or across the street in the retirement community."  (Jake Grant photo)
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COMMUNITY —
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St. Marys Fire Department 
using vacant home for 
training

Firefighter Neil Lippert performs a head-first ladder bailout procedure as part of 
a training session at a vacant home. The maneuver is used when a firefighter is 
placed in a situation where a head-first exit onto a ladder is the only option to 
escape.

The St. Marys Fire Department has a 
new way to take part in some practi-
cal, real-world training, thanks to the 
generosity of Perth South resident 
Ken Smale.

Smale’s former family home is cur-
rently vacant and set to be demol-
ished later this month. The fire de-
partment has been using the empty 
space to conduct a range of exercis-
es designed to augment the training 
firefighters receive at fire colleges or 
through on-the-job experiences.

The vacant home provides a realistic 
environment where firefighters can 
safely practice command and control, 
strategic prioritizing, search and res-
cue, hose deployment and manage-
ment, ladder deployment, forcible en-
try, and ventilation.

The house has also provided an ide-
al space for the department to run 
through its self-rescue techniques. 
Self-rescues are required when fire-
fighters get trapped or entangled 

during an emergency.

During a recent training session, fire-
fighters set up stations around the 
house to practice self-rescue maneu-
vers, including a head-first ladder 
bailout from a second story window 
and a window hang. They also prac-
ticed emergency exit procedures from 
narrow or small spaces using full 
personal protective equipment and 
self-contained breathing apparatus. 
They also conducted training on fire-
fighter carries and drags.

“This is a really incredible opportuni-
ty for our firefighters,” said Fire Chief 
Richard “Andy” Anderson. “Having ac-
cess to this vacant house means our 
firefighters can receive training they 
never would have been able to have 
otherwise.”

For more information about the train-
ing sessions, please contact Chief 
Anderson at 519-274-3939 or rander-
son@town.stmarys.on.ca.
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Commencement ceremonies were held on June 29, 
2023, for the “Class of 2023” of St. Marys District Col-
legiate & Vocational Institute (D.C.V.I.).

This year’s Valedictorian address was given by Becky 
Walsh and Gwen Taylor, while the Ring and Cane 
Awards this year were presented to Chase Carter and 
Ellen Thorup.

In total, there were 97 graduating students plus 5 
previous graduates were recognized during the cer-
emony.

Making the Honour Roll this year were: Isabella 
Aarts, Michael Boonstra, Abbie Boyd, Ian Boyd, Owen 
Boyd, Amy Bradley, Niamh Brennan, Ethan Brine, 
James Buckland, Jessica Burlingham, Chase Carter, 
Toby Crawford, Abigail Cunningham, Kaitlyn DeBoer, 
Alexis Fares, Mackenzie Fierling, Neave Goris, Jake 
Grant, Belle Greig, Anne Griffith-Jones, Marissa Haw-
kins, Jordan Hunter, Natalie Johnston, Anaya Larmer, 
Sebastian Linares, Sarah Lynch, Erin Massie, Aiden 
McBride-Lander, Olivia McClelland, Emily McCurdy, 
Lucas McCurdy, Kirsten Pabillano, Jordan Partridge, 
Shane Persaud, Mason Pickering, Cate Poulton, Kel-
si Ristau, Nicole Rock, Charlie Ryan, Jimmy Schiedel, 
Reagan Silcox, Alex Slade, Chandler Smith, Anna 
Standeaven, Jill Sterkenburg, Jack Switzer, Kaitlyn te 
Grotenhuis, Ellen Thorup, and Brandon Winchester.

Other awards and scholarships presented during 
Commencement were as follows:

Academic Proficiency Award – College: James Buck-
land, Kelsi Ristau

Academic Proficiency Award – University: Anne Grif-
fith-Jones, Anna Standeaven

Academic Proficiency Award – Workplace: Justin Mar-
tin, Hudson Seaton

Andrew L. Hodges Funeral Home Scholarship: Na-
talie Johnston

Bank of Montreal Bursary: Neave Goris

Brent McRoberts Memorial Scholarship: Chase Carter

Cade Family Scholarship: Michael Boonstra

Charles and Vera Courtnage Memorial Scholarship: 
Jordan Partridge

Community Living St. Marys Scholarship: Kaylee 
Fowler

Community Spirit Award – St. Marys Insurance 
Group: Anne Griffith-Jones

Compass Group Scholarship: Jill Sterkenburg

Cooper-Standard Automotive Award: Jack Switzer, 
Brandon Winchester

Cormick Wheeler Memorial Award sponsored by Tra-
dition Mutual Insurance Company: Kelsi Ristau

Crime Stoppers of Huron Perth County Scholarship: 
Tia Glousher

CTMA High School Award: Emmett Doupe

Dan Rankin Memorial Scholarship: Kirsten Pabillano

Deep Waters Music Scholarship: Dylan White

DELF: Marissa Hawkins

Delmar Foods Award for Family Studies: Reagan Silcox

Elsie Meyer Memorial Scholarship: Belle Greig

Festival Hydro Award: Matthias Luyten

Festival School of Hairstyling Award: Katy Kittmer

Finnie Distributing Technical Proficiency Award: Ian 
Boyd

Governor General’s Medal: Anne Griffith-Jones

Happy Valley Family Health Team Scholarship: 
Kaylee Fowler, Reagan Silcox

Hillcrest Rebekah Lodge Award: Anaya Larmer

Hubbard Pharmacy Scholarship: Anna Standeaven

Huron-Perth Real Estate Scholarship: Abigail Cun-
ningham

Janice Mitchell Culinary Bursary: Abbie Boyd

Joan Bushfield Memorial Award: Emily McCurdy

Kathy McPhail Memorial Co-operative Education 
Award: Madison Ristau

Kinette Award of Merit: Matthew Gratton

Kinsmen Club of St. Marys Scholarship: Sarah Lynch

Kintore Optimist Scholarship: Charlie Ryan

Larry Bannerman Foundation Scholarship: Ezra 
Bender, Reagan Silcox, Gwen Taylor

Lieutenant Governor’s Community Volunteer Service 
Award: Tucker van Bolhuis

Marion Warder Bain Language Scholarship: Reagan 
Silcox

McConnell Club of St. Marys Award: Kaitlyn te 
Grotenhuis

OSSTF District 8 Student Bursary: Cate Poulton

Principal’s Award for Student Leadership: Nicole Rock

Richard Hawkins & Family Memorial Scholarship 
sponsored by INOAC Interior Systems: Will Boreham, 
Matthias Luyten

Robert Weston Jr. Award: Chase Carter

Ruthann Waldick Peer Helper Scholarship: Jack Bul-

len, Becky Walsh

Sheila Greason Scholarship: Sarah Lynch

SHSM Manufacturing: Isabella Aarts, Ian Boyd, Owen 
Boyd, Ethan Brine, James Buckland, Chase Carter, 
Kaitlyn DeBoer, Emmett Doupe, Gavin Muir, Mason 
Pickering, Ryan Sheldon, Jaden Shiell, Jack Switzer

SHSM Construction: Charlie Bertrand, Matthias Luy-
ten, Tucker van Bolhuis, Brandon Winchester

SHSM Environment: Abbie Boyd, Niamh Brennan, 
Alexis Fares, Jordan Hunter, Sebastian Linares, Sarah 
Lynch, Erin Massie, Lucas McCurdy, Nicole Rock, Jo-
seph Sharrow, Chandler Smith, Gwen Taylor

St. James #73 Masonic Lodge Bursary: Amy Bradley

St. Marys Cement Construction Technology Award: 
Brandon Winchester

St. Marys Community Players Drama Award: Kaylee 
Fowler

St. Marys DCVI Retiring Student Council Award: 
Anne Griffith-Jones

St. Marys Firefighters Award: Jessica Burlingham, 
Tucker van Bolhuis

St. Marys Hospital Auxiliary Scholarship: Ava Ansley

St. Marys Independent Award in English: Marissa 
Hawkins

St. Marys Lions Larry McClelland Memorial Scholar-
ship: Arthur Douglas

St. Marys Optometry’s Awesome Award: Toby Crawford

St. Marys Presbyterian Church Legacy Award: Char-
lie Bertrand

St. Marys Rotary Club Scholarship: Emily McCurdy

St. Marys Rotary Club Service Above Self Award: El-
len Thorup

Stratford & Area Builders’ Association Construction 
Skilled Trades Award: Jaden Shiell

Teachers-Festival Liaison Council Drama Award: 
Kaylee Fowler

Teahen Construction Ltd. Plumbing & Design Group 
Skilled Trades Award: Isabella Aarts

Town of St. Marys Scholarship: Amy Bradley, Rourke 
McEwan

Trouw Nutrition/Shur-Gain Manufacturing Technol-
ogy Award: Ethan Brine

Wellburn Agromart Agriculture Bursary: Lucas Mc-
Curdy

Wendy Richarson Memorial Award: Reagan Silcox

COMMUNITY —
St. Marys DCVI Commencement

Valedictorians, from left, Gwen Taylor and Becky Walsh.
The recipients of the Human Synergistics Ring and Cane Awards - Ellen Thorup & 
Chase Carter.
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The Universal Day of IA (ee-ah) - 
the Romanian Blouse - has become 
a global event celebrated all over the 
world on June 24th, an event that con-
tributed to the rebirth and a renewed 
interest in traditional Romanian cul-
ture.

This year on June 24th Art of Ideas 
Gallery in St. Marys and its two Ro-
manian owners marked this special 
day together with members of the 
Romanian community from Oakville, 
Hamilton, Burlington, Toronto and 
Vaughan, as well as representatives 
from the St. Marys community and the 
General Consul of Romania.

What is IA and why do we celebrate 
it on June 24th?

The Romanian blouse, known by the 
name of IA, has roots in immemorial 
times and has always been the central 
piece of the Romanian feminine tradi-
tional costume.

The blouse is a symbol of the Roma-
nian identity and very special as an 
anthropological artifact, distinctive 
for its embroidered sleeves, with most 
IA featuring a block of decoration on 
the shoulder, followed by a contrast-
ing horizontal stripe, then decorative 
"rivers" that run down to the sleeve.

The blouses are made of natural fibers 
(flax, cotton, hemp or floss silk), and 
the complex stitch combines horizon-
tal, vertical and diagonal seams that 
result in a specific pattern and tex-
ture. The styles and techniques vary 
according to the region and the wear-
er’s age, as well as to the skills of the 

women who create the blouses. The 
motifs and ornamentation are also 
varied: from geometric and stylised 
registers to organic shapes, and from 
somber to vivid colours.

Until the beginning of this century, 
the fabric was handmade in village 
households, plants and flowers were 
used for thread dyeing and in late 
autumn, when agricultural work was 
completed, the sittings began. Wom-
en and girls of the village gathered 
together in the evenings and began 
the needlework. The same rough and 
hardened hands that did the phys-
ical work in the fields, would nimbly 
create, often under candlelight, real 
works of art.

In the past the blouses were part of 
dowry chests but over time, the Ro-
manian blouse became a source of in-
spiration for painters, photographers 
and designers. French painter Henri 
Matisse created in 1940 his series "La 
Blouse Roumaine" inspired by a col-
lection of Romanian blouses received 
from the painter Theodor Palladi. Ma-
tisse's paintings will be later on the 
inspiration for the fashion house Yves 
Saint Laurent, who integrated the Ro-
manian blouse into a 1981 collection 
of haute couture.

From 2013 a community established 
through Facebook (named "La Blouse 
Roumaine"), managed to create a 
special event on June 24, marked as 
"The Universal Day of the Romanian 
Blouse". On this day Romanian wom-
en were invited to wear the "IA", no 
matter in what corner of the world 

they were. The day was not chosen at 
random, but it connected with "Day 
of Sânziene", a celebration associated 
with a cult of vegetation and fertili-
ty, with roots in an ancient solar cult. 
The Romanian legend says that "Sân-
zienele” are good fairies, who gather 
on the day the sun reaches its peak 
(summer solstice), dressed in white 
long shirts, and wearing crowns of 
yellow flowers. They dance in a circle 
giving special powers to flowers and 
herbs, turning them into "medicinal 
herbs".

Nowadays we are seeing a rediscovery 
of the IA, with the famous shirt having 
been included in the UNESCO World 
Heritage List, with June 24th as the 
official international celebration day.

Celebrating the International Day of 
IA at Art of Ideas Gallery, St. Marys

For most of the gallery guests com-
ing from outside St Marys, June 24th 
marked their first ever visit to our 
beautiful town so we ensured they’ve 
had a chance to check our local stores, 
pick up some special gifts, even do the 
Grand Trunk Trail and have lunch at 
one of our local eateries, ending it all 
with a tour of Art of Ideas Gallery and 
storytelling on the Romanian Blouse 
and the costumes on display in the 
gallery.

The gallery is very grateful to mem-
bers of the Romanian community for 
providing some of the blouses and 
costumes on display as well as the sto-
ries of those beautiful artifacts. Some 
costumes, we were told, have been 
made in 1916 -1920s, while others go 

as far back as the 1890s. All unique, 
all lovingly and painstakingly made, 
all carrying a story of a people, a time 
and a place...

And here is what some of our St. 
Marys locals said of the day:

“Thank you for inviting us to the won-
derful International Day of the Roma-
nian IA!! It was an interesting and in-
spiring afternoon. You opened a door 
for us to learn about Romanian histo-
ry, culture, art and village life.  Thank 
you for such an enriching event.”

“Huge thanks for inviting us to this 
special celebration! What beautiful 
costumes and workmanship! We’ve 
learned so much about IA, from its 
history, to how it is made and what the 
colours and patterns symbolize. So 
wonderful that those beautiful works 
of art have been preserved since the 
1890s and how lucky that we were 
able to see them!”

Thank you all who joined us and made 
June 24th a special day at the gallery! 
Please note the costumes will stay on 
display the whole summer.

Art of Ideas Gallery is located at 236 
Jones St. East and offers guided tours 
of the house and art gallery on Sat-
urday, Sunday and Monday. For exact 
days and times as well as admission 
details check www.artofideasgallery.
com.

Fun fact: In 2015 June 24 was officially 
recognized by the Mayor of Washing-
ton as the “Universal Day of the Ro-
manian Blouse IA” in the US capital.

COMMUNITY —
Happenings at Art of Ideas Gallery
Celebrating the Universal Day of IA - Romanian Blouse

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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U PICK OR READY 
PICKED STRAWBERRIES
OPEN 9 AM – 6 PM MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

CALL FOR DAILY PICKING CONDITIONS 519-283-6025
OR CHECK OUR WEBSITE SHELDONBERRIES.COM

276347 27TH LINE, LAKESIDE ON

Walch Strawberries
Buy already picked daily fresh or pick your own

OPEN:
Mon-Fri 8am - 7pm
Saturday 8am - 5pm
Sunday 8am - 5pm

For daily updates call 519-272-1423
Located just outside Stratford on Hwy 7 & 19 

south (Erie Street) Rd 119 #3557

Call ahead 519-284-3199
2877 Rd. 119, (Hwy #7) St. Marys
“Locally grown tastes better”

STRAWBERRIES
ON NOW
Hours Mon - Sat 8 AM - 7PM
Sunday 8 AM - 12 Noon

Western Ontario’s newest 
“Hot Rod”

AllWheelsPark donation 
of the week

Pictured above, seated are John and Mary McIntosh of R.R.7 St. Marys, in their lat-
est Hot Rod, built from the bottom up by John himself. Hosts for the Canada Day 
celebration were Verna and Alex Strathdee along with the farm’s matriarch dog, 
Diesel.  (Contributed photo) The Rotary All Wheels Park is so grateful to Partners in Employment here in St 

Marys for their donation to the park revamp and expansion. Please check our 
website for a listing of all donors. This is proving to be a wonderful grass roots 
community effort.  Please consider participating at www.townofstmarys.com/all-
wheelspark. Picrured are Deb Hotchkiss and Bryan Rumble.  (Contributed photo)

By Gary West

Pictured is John McIntosh’s 'Hot Rod' 
built in his farm shop over the winter. 
It's a Ford model “A” with a few other 
models added to it.

John and his wife Mary built the Moy-
Hall herd of Purebred Holsteins over 
the years north of St. Marys. The next 
generation, Rob and Amy also de-
cided to take up the new venture of 
building “Hot Rods”.

Friends and neighbours gathered for 
the annual “Canada Day” neighbour-
hood brunch at the farm of Alex and 
Verna Strathdee, in the suburbs of 
Avonton.

John was able to show off his newest 

homemade addition of one of Henry 
Ford’s better ideas, and as the mar-
keting goes, “Built Ford and McIntosh 
Tough!”

Most of the neighbours that gathered 
to admire the convertible were re-
minded of the Johnny Cash hit from 
decades ago - “I got it one piece at a 
time and it didn’t cost me a dime, but 
you’ll know it’s me when I roll through 
your town”.

With a 283 cu. inch motor, dual ex-
hausts, and not much in the line of 
mufflers, if you don’t see the McIn-
toshs coming, you will surely hear 
them “when they roll through your 
town”.

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player
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Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys

10% off all Blueberry based jams and Jellies

New Store Hours for July

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Starting July 2:  Open Daily 10 -5; Saturdays 9 – 5 
Store is closed Saturday, July 1st

Shop McCully's for locally raised meats, including Black Angus Beef, 
Bison, Chicken, Lamb,  Pork and Turkey. 

McCully's has a great selection of Roasting Chickens,                                        
great for family dinners.

In the Freezer

Check out our selection of ready-made meals. We offer a wide variety 
of meat pies and soups, along with baked beans, chili, shepard's pie 

and beef stew. Don't forget to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, maple 
butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

McCully's Makes Meal Prep Fast & Simple

Join in the fun during the weeks of July 10th, July 24th and Aug. 14th.   
Drop into the store to sign up.

2023 Summer Camp Registration

Taps on the Thames at 
Science Hill Country Club 

IS NOW OPEN!

(519) 284-3621

Canada Day festivities

Cadzow Park had much to offer at the Canada Day celebrations - musical perfor-
mances, the flag raising, children's arts and crafts, inflatables, food trucks, Hall of 
Fame BBQ, and the artisans' market.

The Kinsmen float in the Canada Day parade. Three generations of the Swarthout family:  Bonnie, Chris and Nolan enjoyed the 
Canada Day celebrations at Cadzow Park. (Nancy Bickell photos)

John Nater, MP was a busy man on Canada Day.  He was in the Stonetown parade 
and also attended Canada Day celebrations in Atwood, Mitchell and Stratford.
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Lindsay Pickering
519-276-9959

www.lindsaypickering.ca
lindsaypickering22@gmail.com

The Independent Sports is brought to you by

DCVI's Ian Moore wins Pete Beach Award
By Spencer Seymour

Ian Moore, a Teacher-Coach and Athletic Director 
at St. Marys DCVI, has received the Pete Beach 
Award for his coaching and director work at the 
local high school.

The Pete Beach Award is presented annually to 
one person in each association who exemplifies 
the qualities of Pete Beach, a former Executive 
Director of OFSAA. Pete dedicated his life to sport 
and to helping others achieve their full potential, 
not just as an athlete, but as a person.

Moore, although bashful when speaking about 
himself, spoke to the Independent about the award 
and called it "an honour."

"Getting the Pete Beech Award is an honour be-
cause it was my colleagues at DCVI that nominat-
ed me and then it was the other Athletic Directors 
from WOSSAA that voted," said Moore. "WOSSAA 
has an incredible group of educators that give a 
lot of their time to ensure that athletes get some 
amazing experiences and opportunities."

The award was presented to Moore by fellow 
DCVI teacher and coach Annette Wrigley, who 
described some of the criteria that a Pete Beach 
Award winner should meet and that Moore pos-
sesses in spades.

"That educator [who receives the Pete Beach 
Award] is one who consistently provides an im-
pression of stability and optimism," Wrigley ex-
plained. "That educator enjoys the company and 
the respect of young people. They embody and 
initiate by example the highest traditions of the 
sportsperson. They best typify the true function of 
the teacher-coach, a source of discipline, a mentor, 
and a friend."

Moore's contributions as a teacher-coach are plen-
tiful, including his passion for every sport that he 
is involved with, especially volleyball, and is able 
to get the athletes to share his passion. He uses 
that passion to help his athletes maintain sports-
manship and love of the game as a higher priority 
than winning or losing.

As the school's Athletic Director, Moore looked 
after the sports teams' busses, uniforms, sched-
ules, and equipment, as well as attending all Hu-
ron-Perth and WOSSAA meetings. According to 
the man himself, his passion comes from a strong 
belief in the value of a school's extracurricular 
programs, such as sports.

"I strongly believe in the positive impact that sport 
can have in a student's life. Participating in sports 
helps athletes do better academically, they enjoy 
school more, the health benefits are endless, and 
it gets them ready for life. They are better people 
socially, emotionally, psychologically, and mental-
ly. As the athletic director at the school, I want to 
ensure that we always have coaches to coach the 

various teams at school and if there isn't a staff 
member, I will try and find a community member.

"I love all sports and want to ensure that every 
team is set up for success. Success doesn't mean 
winning, success means having a program in 
which students have fun, get better, and perhaps 
win some games. If they get the opportunity to win 
a championship, that is a bonus but never the fo-
cus."

A big reason for his success as a coach is Moore's 
ability to listen and consult with his students and 
learn about them on an individual basis.

"A student's life doesn't revolve around their 
classes and high school athletics," Moore said. 
"They have very busy lives outside of their time 
at DCVI. Understanding them as more than just a 
student or athlete helps me appreciate what they 
can get or need with being on a school team."

"We have athletes that see success in all areas of 
their lives, at home, on club or town teams, and in 
the classroom. We have other athletes for whom a 
DCVI team is the only sport that they get to do and 
might be struggling in school, have issues at home, 
or just lack confidence. Knowing about their lives 
outside of school teams helps me understand what 
they need and want from a school team."

Moore helps student-athletes become great peo-
ple as well as develop their skills. Moore has pri-

oritized the stability of DCVI's athletic program, 
stepping up to coach Volleyball, Basketball, Ulti-
mate Frisbee, Badminton, Baseball, Curling, Track 
and Field, and, for one year, Nordic Skiing. Moore 
has also made significant contributions to the wid-
er area, having convened Huron-Perth and WOS-
SAA regional volleyball events for both boys and 
girls for several years.

As mentioned, Moore puts an emphasis on keep-
ing high school sports fun for every team he coach-
es. At the same time, he has an incredible ability 
to walk the razor-thin line of keeping things fun 
whilst also holding athletes accountable and dis-
ciplined when needed. Moore said the balance of 
"fun and purpose" allows his students to fully en-
joy the process of improving.

"Being on a school team should be fun," Moore 
emphasized. "It is never the outcome of a game or 
a meet that is the priority. Winning championships 
is nice but it is always at the expense of certain 
athletes that get less playing time. Having a bal-
ance between fun and purpose helps athletes to 
enjoy being on their teams but also helps them 
get better.

"There is a 70 percent dropout rate from kids in 
youth sport. This is because too many parents and 
coaches are focussing on winning. I think you can 
push athletes and teams to get better and to try 
and reach their potential while creating an at-
mosphere of fun. By balancing these two things, 
hopefully, athletes will want to stay in sport until 
they graduate."

All of that weaves together in Moore's coaching 
philosophy, which he said adapts to every team he 
coaches. That ability to adapt is one of the biggest 
lessons that Moore has learned during his tenure 
as a teacher-coach.

"I think I am much better at understanding what 
my team and athletes want out of a season and 
providing a program based on this. Last year, I had 
a team that wanted to practice a lot and seemed 
very keen on wanting to learn and get better. 
Based on that, we practiced four days a week and 
the practices were longer and very clearly laid 
out. I had another team that was simply looking 
to have fun. With this team, we practiced two days 
a week and were less intense. Every practice was 
planned but they just liked playing and were less 
interested in wanting to get a lot better and simply 
wanted to have fun."

"I will always want my practices to be fun and 
I want my athletes to improve at the sport I am 
coaching but if their priority is simply to have fun 
then how intense I make the practices and how 
hard I push them will vary. Regardless, I simply 
love coaching and really believe in the difference 
high school sports can make in a student's life."
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Lincs add Perdue as GOJHL off-season continues

Local pullers find success in Aylmer show

SPORTS —

By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys Lincolns have completed their goal-
tending tandem with which they will begin the 
2023-24 GOJHL season after acquiring 20-year-old 
goaltender Matthew Perdue from the French Riv-
er Rapids of the Northern Ontario Junior Hockey 
League (NOJHL).

Perdue spent last season split between the OJHL's 
St. Michael's Buzzers before going to the Rapids, 
posting an 0.883 save percentage in 18 games with 
the Rapids. Back in the 2021-22 season, Perdue 
posted six wins and a 0.934 save percentage in 10 
games with the Buzzers.

The Brampton native will turn 20 years old this 
coming August and joins rookie netminder Colby 
Booth-Hoousego as the two goalkeepers who will 
occupy the Lincolns' crease next season. Lincolns' 
General Manager Pat Powers said that he believes 
Perdue will be a good mentor to his younger coun-
terpart.

"Matt is a quick athletic goalie that plays with a 
calmness to his game. He puts himself in good posi-
tions to challenge the shooter. He is a true compet-
itor that has university hockey goals beyond this 
season so we are getting a very motivated goalie. 
[Colby and Matt] play a similar style and Matt is a 
very mature young man that is driven so we're very 
optimistic about the influence he can be on Colby."

The Lincolns are reported to be in "very good 
shape" with the current state of their roster head-
ing into next season with plenty of skilled young 
additions joining a sizable returning core.

Around the GOJHL:

Six former GOJHL players were selected in the 
2023 NHL Entry Draft, including two first-round 
picks. The Philadelphia Flyers drafted Oliver Bonk 
with the 22nd overall pick, who spent the 2021-22 
season with the Stars of St. Thomas. With the 28th 
overall pick, the Toronto Maple Leafs chose former 
Komoka King Easton Cowan.

With the fifth pick in the fourth round, Florian 
Xhekaj was taken by the Montreal Canadiens, join-
ing his older brother Arber. In the fifth round, the 
Winnipeg Jets nabbed former London National 
Jacob Julien. In the sixth round, the Philadelphia 
Flyers took Ryan MacPherson who helped lead the 
Leamington Flyers to the Sutherland Cup. Just sev-
en picks later, former Chatham Maroons' defender 
Warren Clark was drafted by the Tampa Bay Light-
ning.

London Nationals' owner Paul Duarte has been 
suspended for two years after an investigation 
into reported violations of the OHF's harassment, 
abuse, bullying, and misconduct, stemming from a 
claim that Duarte put a bounty on a Komoka Kings' 
player with a London player being asked to target 
that player during a game.

The GOJHL is accepting applications from new 
ownership groups as part of a new expansion op-
portunity being explored by the league. The expan-
sion announcement came shortly before it was an-
nounced that Niagara Falls Canucks were making 
an unexpected jump to the OJHL for the start of the 
2023-24 season.

Two GOJHL players were recipients of $6,000 bur-
saries from the Dairy Farmers of Ontario. The bur-
saries go towards the post-secondary education of 
the recipients and "recognize young athletes who 
show leadership in building strong and healthy 
communities, demonstrate high academic achieve-
ment, are dedicated to and have a passion for hock-
ey." Nicholas Graneiro of the LaSalle Vipers and 
Jace McGrail of the Sarnia Legionnaires received 
the bursaries.

Trainer Doug White of the Komoka Kings, who has 
been a trainer for 45 years and worked for the Kings 
since 2019, was recognized with the OHA's Train-
er of the Year award at the OHA's Annual General 
Meeting and Awards Celebration. Additionally, Will 
Nicholl of the St. Thomas Stars, Callum Cheynows-
ki of the Thorold Blackhawks (now the Port Col-
borne Sailors), and David Egorov of the Hamilton 
Kilty B's were named OHA Top Prospects.

By Spencer Seymour

Last Friday, the sixth annual Aylmer 
Truck and Tractor Pull was held and 
several local area residents competed 
and picked up strong results in the 
competition. 

The slate of local results goes as fol-
lows:

Ken McLellan finished in first place 
in 12,500-lb. Farm Stock, second in 
14,500-lb Farm Stock, and second in 
10,500 Hot Farm over 8 miles-per-
hour (mph)

Karl Armstrong finished first in 
8,500-lb. Farm Stock and first in 6,500 
Hot Farm over 8mph

Jon Nairn finished second in 10,500-
lb. Farm Stock and fifth in 12,500-lb 
Farm Stock

Brian Harris finished second in 6,500-
lb. Farm Stock

Brent Nairn finished fourth in 12,500-
lb Farm Stock

Tanner Harris finished fourth in 
8,500-lb. Farm Stock

Many local pullers will be back in ac-
tion this weekend from July 7th to 9th 
at the Tri-County Heritage Club's an-
nual Tractor Show.

Chargers overcome short bench, tie with Taxandria
By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys Chargers had two play-
ers score their first goal of the sea-
son as part of their game last Monday 
against Taxandria FC, which ended in 
a 2-2 draw.

Olivia Beckett filled in admirably in 
the Chargers' net and the team was 

playing with no substitutes available. 
According to Player-Coach  Laura Van 
De Walle, this required the Chargers 
to dig deep and grit their way through 
the match.

"We worked really well as a team," 
Van De Walle raved. "Having no sub-
stitutes on the bench forced us to 

really communicate well and work 
on our passing skills. I was very im-
pressed with our ability to play the 
entire game with a good energy and 
compete level and put so much pres-
sure on the other team from start to 
finish. It was a really fun game to play 
and something I think we can really 
build on."

With the whole team stepping up to 
meet the challenge, two in particular 
were able to get on the scoreboard, 
both for the first time this season. 
Myah Vingerhoeds made a great rush 
from the Chargers' defensive zone 
while Emily Drake potted her first of 
the year after being out of action due 
to an injury.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA TO STAY UPDATED!
FACEBOOK.COM/STMARYSINDY • TWITTER.COM/STMARYSINDY

WWW.STMARYSINDY.COM | INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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SPORTS —

FOR SPORTS TIPS CONTACT SPENCER SEYMOUR
CALL OR TEXT 519-859-1049 OR EMAIL SPENCER.SEYMOUR88@GMAIL.COM

Minor Ball action in St. Marys

On the left, Gracy Schlotzhauer whips a pitch at the Innerkip hitter during the Mc-
Lean-Taylor Construction U15 HP Girls' game last Wednesday. On the right, An-
drea Dingman throws it back to the mound from the outfield.

Luke Savile tosses the ball to first base during the St. 
Marys Firefighters U11 OBA game against the London 
Talons this past Monday.

Attley Ehgoetz lobs the ball back in the direction of 
the pitcher's mound during the St. Marys Firefighters 
U11 OBA game against the Talons.

Grayson Boreham and Braeden Roth each get their bat on the ball during last 
Thursday's U18 WOBA game against Mitchell.

Elliott Wilhelm tags a member of the Talons out at first 
base during the St. Marys Firefighters U11 OBA game 
this past Monday.
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SPORTS —
Runs aplenty in U13 Blue win over Listowel
By Spencer Seymour

There was no shortage of offence at 
King Field last Wednesday when the 
Veterinary Purchasing Ltd. U13 Blue 
WOBA St. Marys Rockies downed the 
Listowel Legionnaires by a score of 
20-17.

According to Head Coach Paul Jacobs, 

Josh Gerber threw three good innings 
as the starter, followed by quality 
middle-inning relief by Seth Brown. 
Of course, as the score indicates, the 
team was incredible on the offensive 
side of the ball. Highlights inside the 
batter's box included Brown, Seth 
Mountain, and Zach Tubman each 
going four-for-four at the plate and 

Danny Dittmer bagging a two-run tri-
ple.

Jacobs told the Independent that the 
team's offensive prowess is consis-
tently making positive strides, as ev-
idenced by the close-to-two-dozen 
runs the team posted against Listow-
el.

"I am very happy with our improve-
ments at the plate. We are seeing a 
lot of very competitive at-bats, with 
lots of hard contact resulting in a lot 
of hits. Even our outs are competitive. 
We are striking out very little and 
we're putting the ball in play for pro-
ductive outs."

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 
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U13 Red earn one-run victory over Mitchell
By Spencer Seymour

Head Coach of the Cubberley Plumb-
ing and Heating U13 Red St. Marys 
Rockies squad Ken French told the In-
dependent that the continued positive 
progression of his team's play on both 
sides of the plate allowed the team to 
come away with a 10-9 victory over the 
visiting Mitchell Astros last Wednes-

day at King Field in St. Marys.

"They played a much improved full-
team game," French commented. "The 
offence and defence are coming togeth-
er nicely and we saw that on Wednes-
day. The entire lineup gave us solid 
contributions. I really like how com-
petitive our team is and yet, the boys 
also display great sportsmanship."

French also noted that the team con-
tinues to work on "limiting our mental 
errors," which French believes will al-
low his group to sustain their success.

Among those who showed "strong 
plate discipline" were Landon McDon-
ald, who went two-for-two at the plate 
and scored two runs, while Ben Gra-
ham added another two runs and went 

two-for-three. Remko Wynands also 
chipped in a run while going two-for-
two in the batter's box.

On the pitcher's mound, Jude Schlot-
zhauer had three very strong innings 
that saw him throw seven strikeouts. 
Will Richardson also turned in a solid 
effort, posting two strikeouts in two in-
nings pitched.
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By Spencer Seymour

An offensive outburst earned the 
2009-U14 Girls' Tier-Two St. Marys 
Storm a 7-3 win over the visiting 
squad from Petrolia last Thursday.

Co-Head Coach Mark Muir praised the 
group for their resiliency and ability 
to adjust to the tenacious opposition.

"The team from Petrolia tested us on 
a number of occasions," Muir admit-
ted. "They succeeded on a few op-
portunities before our girls made the 
necessary changes to close the game 
out and secure the win. Credit to our 
group for being able to adjust and do 
what they needed to do to get the job 
done."

Charlotte Richardson led the offen-
sive charge, potting four goals for the 
Storm. Aubrey Cousineau, Ella Frayne, 
and Carlie Muir also found the back 
of the net. As a whole, the girls played 
with good speed and ball movement.

"Our offensive play was excellent, not 
just based on the goals scored, but 
also from the standpoint of the shots 
taken. We were getting a ton of chanc-
es and the girls were finding ways to 
get quality opportunities."

Offensive explosion leads U14-GT2 to victory
SPORTS —
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COMMUNITY —

By Gary West

There are families in Perth Coun-
ty that never give up helping other 
families living with, or have been liv-
ing with, medical issues that contin-
ue to need a “hand up” in one way or 
another.

An organization known as “Well-
spring Stratford” is one of those or-
ganizations who help men, women 
and children diagnosed with cancer 
of one form or another.

Bring on David and Lenora Moun-
tain from the Avonbank area of Perth 
South who host a Wellspring BBQ 
every summer on their picturesque 
rural property to raise money for this 
well managed local cancer support 
organization.

Volunteers prepare the meal of Perth 
County smoked pork chops with all 
the fixings. This year’s BBQ was their 
14th anniversary, feeding over 220 
again for the yearly sold out fund-
raiser.

David Mountain says it all started 
when his sisters, Marilyn Herman 
and Bonnie Hueston, were actively 
involved with Wellspring Stratford, 
which is a branch of the London 
Cancer organization.

They continue to help and provide 
funding for cancer support, which 
can come in many forms in the quest 
to offer those in the battle fighting 

this terrible disease.

He states that “Bonnie is still a 
very active volunteer, having gone 
through breast cancer herself”, while 
he is also a prostate cancer survivor.

Both are still living active lives and 
as David says, “unlike some of their 
neighbours and friends who have 
not been as fortunate”.

He goes on to say that most everyone 
has been touched by cancer in its 

many different forms and all that at-
tend the BBQ every year like to sup-
port the Wellspring Stratford group 
who provide funding for various ac-
tivities that assist the person with 
their fight against cancer, as well as 
support for the family members.

Lisa Stacey, Wellspring Stratford 
Manager, sends out requests for fi-

nancial support and says she is proud 
of prior attendees who are always 
willing to give much needed funds to 
operate the caring organization.

She says they are very appreciative 
of the BBQ hosted by the Moun-
tain family every year that brings in 
much needed funds. Many who can-
not attend every year still send tax 
deductible donations to Wellspring 
since those givers know the money 
goes to a very worthwhile cause.

The BBQ, including donations, brings 
in close to $12,000 per year.

Lenora and David say they see lots 
of old friends every year, along with 
many new ones, who come from Ni-
agara, Hamilton, London as well as 
Stratford, St. Marys and surrounding 
areas.

The couple say they enjoy seeing ev-
eryone in their lawn chairs relaxing 
and chatting, knowing they are help-
ing someone who might be battling 
cancer, while also knowing there is 
help through an organization like 
“Wellspring Stratford”.

More info is available by calling Lisa 
at 519-271-2232 or  lisa@wellspring-
stratford.ca

Wellspring Cancer Support Group receives $12,000 
from Dave and Lenora Mountain's Annual BBQ

Pictured, from left, Tracey Jones, Executive Director of Wellspring Cancer sup-
port of London and Stratford region, Lisa Stacey, office manager of Wellspring 
Stratford, along with David and Lenora Mountain, hosts of the annual Wellspring 
fundraising BBQ, on their rural property north of St. Marys.

Bryn Luckhardt, N.P.D
519-272-3408 • bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com

www.luckhardtlandworks.com
ST. MARYS, ONTARIO

NOW HIRING - PART TIME TRUCK DRIVER
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How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player
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Another week of Pickleball 
at St. Marys courts

Jody and Dwayne Henderson teamed up against Tony Vandenheuvel and Merlin 
Leis in a close, exciting match during one of the St. Marys Pickleball Association's 
jam-packed nights last week. Team Henderson won by a score of 11-9. The Hen-
dersons will be playing mixed doubles at the Ontario Provincial Championships in 
Collingwood on September 21-24. (Contributed photo)

COMMUNITY —
Newspaper website up-and-running (mostly)
By Stewart Grant

Our longtime readers of the St. Marys 
Independent might recall that the cir-
cumstance that led me to purchase 
the newspaper from Frank Doyle in 
2014 was that Tyler Carruthers and I 
worked on the Independent’s website 
back in the days of my former web 
design company, Evolution Web Man-
agement.

Within a couple years of owning the 
newspaper, I knew that I wanted to 
exit the web design business. The 
technology was constantly changing, 
and it required a fully dedicated team 
to keep up. It was time to leave the 
web design industry to the true ex-
perts.

Over the years, we’ve had a couple 
of different providers build websites 
for the newspapers. The website that 
we’ve had for the Independent the 
past few years has served us well, 
however the person who set up our 
site had gone AWOL and had left us 
unable to make changes and had been 
unresponsive when I had hoped to set 
up a site for our latest newspaper, the 
Woodstock Ingersoll Echo.

Fortunately, I’ve gotten to know Na-
talie Moore, who is proprietor of 
Moore Creative Consulting in Strat-
ford. She’s been nominated several 
times for Stratford & District Cham-
ber of Commerce Awards and is also 

a great friend.

Together, we brainstormed – and 
found that what we needed wasn’t 
another completely different website 
for the Woodstock Ingersoll paper, but 
a one-stop-shop where people could 
access either the news for their spe-
cific community, or for the broader re-
gion if desired.

“Moore Creative Consulting’s goal was 
to create a clean and crisp website for 

Grant Haven (at www.granthaven.
com) so that we could ensure local 
news is at the forefront,” said Natalie. 
“Each decision we made considered 
not only ease of use for Grant Hav-
en team members, but above all, ease 
of use for readers. Bringing all Grant 
Haven papers together in one hub 
did just that. Now, you have access to 
all local news from reporters in one 
place instead of jumping sites on the 
web. Readers can also see important 

headlines that impact not just one 
area but Stratford, St. Marys, Tavis-
tock, Woodstock and Ingersoll all in 
one place right from the home page.”

One of the things that I appreciated 
the most about Natalie’s involvement 
with the project was, because she took 
the time to understand our business 
so well, she didn’t have to wait for me 
to write up a detailed plan for the site. 
Based on our planning conversation 
over a cup of coffee, she was able to 
move forward straight-away because 
she knew what I wanted the website 
to do… even if I didn’t have the time 
to actually type out the words.

“Our team had a fantastic time work-
ing on this new website and we’re 
excited to have helped make finding 
and reading local news even easier!” 
Natalie added.

I started this article by sharing my 
background in websites because I 
know that sometimes, things are dif-
ficult and sites don’t always work as 
intended. Some of our users have ex-
perienced issues with www.stmary-
sindy.com correctly forwarding to the 
new website. If you are in this small 
group, hopefully GoDaddy (where our 
site is hosted) will have it fixed by the 
time you read this. But if not, simply 
visit www.granthaven.com and you’ll 
be able to click on the St. Marys Inde-
pendent link.
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COMMUNITY —
Canada Day at Happy Hills Campground

On Friday, June 30th, Happy Hills Resort near Embro held their annual fireworks display in celebration of Canada Day. Well over one thousand people were in atten-
dance, many of whom drove up in golf carts that were decorated in red and white for the occasion. (Nancy Bickell photos)
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By Zachary Zwambag

A new 4-H club has started in Perth South, called Explore 4-H. 4-H is an orga-
nization for youth aged 9-21, where members can take part in clubs that teach 
them about things like raising animals, cooking, baking, field crops, art, sports 
and so much more. Explore 4-H is the club that introduces members to every-
thing that 4-H can be and it has been a lot of fun so far.

Meeting 1:

On May 15 we held our first meeting. There were 11 members present, including 
10 who were brand new to 4-H. There are two leaders of the club, April Barker 
and Catherine Liscumb. After reciting the 4-H pledge, everyone got to know 
each other. We partnered up and asked each other questions such as what we 
do in our spare time, or what our favourite foods were. Next came a team build-
ing challenge. One person was blindfolded and had to build a structure out of 
marshmallows and toothpicks, while their partner told them what to do. Finally, 
we moved on to the topic of meeting - making healthy snacks. On the menu were 
pinwheels, which were tortilla wraps with a mix of vegetables, cream cheese, 
turkey and cheese. There were also 2 different types of popcorn, one with taco 
seasoning, and one with herb and garlic spice. As a drink, we made strawberry 
and banana smoothies. Finally, for dessert, homemade protein balls were made 
using oats, coconuts, peanut butter, and honey.

After everyone was done baking, and the kitchen was cleaned up, it was time to 
taste our snacks. In my opinion, the protein balls tasted the best, with the pop-
corn at a close second. There were a few different types of pinwheels to choose 
from, but I decided on one with turkey, cheese, carrots, and spinach, and the 
smoothie washed it down nicely.

Meeting 2:

After our first meeting, it was decided by the leaders of the club, April and Cath-
erine, that the club needed members in executive positions. We needed a pres-
ident, vice-president, secretary, and a press reporter. After a quick election, it 
was decided that our executives would be Avery as president, Jack as vice-pres-
ident, Hayden as secretary, and Zach as press reporter.

We then did a roll call, where we pulled a kitchen tool out of a bag, and had to 
guess its use and name. There were a number of items that club members were 
not aware of the name or what they did, like an egg separator.

We then headed inside to focus on our meeting topic of baking desserts and 
treats. On the menu were chocolate covered haystacks, brownies, peanut butter 
marshmallow squares and cinnamon buns. Since we were split into groups, I 
can't tell you how the making of each treat went, but I do know that Liam added 

brown sugar instead of white when making the cinnamon buns. We all learned 
or were reminded that when a recipe calls for "sugar" or "granulated sugar" 
it means white sugar. The chocolate haystacks that I made required chocolate 
chips, butterscotch chips, and chow mein noodles. After the chips were melted 
into a sauce, we spread them on the noodles to make crunchy and sweet treats. 
The peanut butter and marshmallow squares were made after, using butter-
scotch chips, peanut butter, and frozen marshmallows.

Although all of the recipes were started, we only got to eat the haystacks, as they 
were the only ones ready. After the baking, we learned about judging, which is 
another activity that 4-H does routinely. We filled out a practice judging form for 
spoons. We needed to determine which of the 4 spoons was best for eating soup, 
and to do this, we had to look at the spoon's attributes, such as its size, and if it 
had holes in it.

Meeting 3:

During our third meeting, we focused on the subject of card making. We recited 
the pledge, and did a roll call of, "What's your favourite holiday?". A few common 
answers were Christmas, Halloween, and Groundhog Day. We reviewed the min-
utes from the previous meeting, which were recorded by our secretary, Hayden. 
When we were finished outside, we got to our main subject of card making. We 
welcomed our special guest, Maria Urquhart, and started making cards.

Our first card was a birthday card, which used strips of colourful paper - cut us-
ing a paper cutter - glued to the card. We then used the leftover paper to make 
candles, which we glued on and added flames punched out of gold paper. To give 
our card a 3D look, we used pop dots to stick out the flames. We then completed 
our card with a stamp that read, "Happy Birthday."

Next, we moved on to our second card, which had a tractor on it, and could be 
used as a birthday card, or a Mother or Father's Day card. We started with a co-
loured piece of paper, then added a frame with a black piece and a white piece 
on top. Next, we punched out the shapes that we needed to make our tractor, and 
assembled them according to a diagram. We could then write a message such as, 
"Happy Father's Day," or use the stamp that read, "Happy Birthday."

Finally, we began making our final card, which again used stamps, and could be 
used for a variety of different occasions. For example, one stamp read, "Holiday 
Wishes," with a snowman on it, and another was a thank you card with a picture 
of a squirrel. For this card, we used markers to colour in the stamp, and added 
strips of paper like in our birthday card. We again used pop dots to make our 
message stand out, and before long, we were finished with our cards.

Jack, our vice president, thanked Maria Urquhart for coming to teach us about 
card making on behalf of the club, and we moved outside to finish eating the 
treats from last week. During our next meeting, we will learn about engineering.

COMMUNITY —
‘Explore 4-H’ club starts in Kirkton Area

4-H Press Report

By Stewart Grant

A new 4-H Club has recently started 
up in the greater Kirkton area, led by 
April Barker and Catherine-Wallis 
Liscumb.

“When younger, we were both long 
time 4-H members, so we have been 
grateful to give back to this amazing 

program!” Barker told the Indepen-
dent.

The duo decided to start with a club 
called ‘Explore 4-H’, where each 
meeting covers a different topic.

Barker described, “not only are the 
members learning about baking, 
cooking, crafting, engineering, etc., 

we are also teaching parliamentary 
procedure, how to run an effective 
meeting, and roles within a board/or-
ganization.”

One of the positions filled by the 
young members is that of “Press Re-
porter”. The member holding this role 
writes a fun and interesting summary 

of each meeting, and this year’s Press 
Report is Zachary Zwambag. His 
summary of the first three 4-H meet-
ings can be found below.

For more information on 4-H oppor-
tunities locally, contact April Barker 
at thebarkers@quadro.net or call 519-
878-6070.
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COMMUNITY —

The Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance 
(HPHA) – St. Marys Memorial Hos-
pital has declared a gastrointestinal 
(gastro) outbreak on the Inpatient 
Unit. 

“In response to the outbreak, we are 
reminding everyone to clean their 
hands upon entering and exiting the 
hospital, patient care areas and pa-
tient rooms,” says Erica Jensen, Man-
ager Quality, Patient Safety and Infec-
tion Control. 

“Hand washing is key to stopping 
the spread of bacteria.” Gastro, also 

known as the stomach flu, causes an 
infection in the stomach and intes-
tines called gastroenteritis. 

This infection is not caused by the in-
fluenza virus. “Most individuals with 
gastro infection will experience one 
to three days of nausea, vomiting, and 
watery diarrhea,” adds Jensen.

 “Other symptoms may include fever, 
headache, and stomach cramps.” Gas-
tro infections have been linked to out-
breaks of vomiting and/or diarrhea in 
schools, long term care homes, cruise 
ships, camps, dormitories, restau-

rants, households and other places 
where people gather in groups. 

A person who is ill with a gastro infec-
tion is most often able to spread the 
virus up to 48 hours after the symp-
toms subside. Those visiting patients 
at the hospital are required to follow 
any posted instructions and are asked 
to limit their interaction to one pa-
tient per visit. Patients may only have 
one family caregiver/visitor per day. 

Those visiting infected patients will 
be required to wear gloves and gowns 
and must use the hand sanitizer pro-

vided to wash their hands upon leav-
ing the patient’s room. Patients with 
symptoms are being isolated and 
common areas have been restricted.

 “We are working with the Huron 
Perth Public Health to take all pos-
sible steps to stop the transmission 
of the virus, prevent any further in-
fection, maintain bed availability and 
provide the best care to our patients,” 
concludes Jensen. Visitors are also re-
minded that if they aren’t feeling well, 
they should postpone their visit to at 
least 48 hours after symptoms clear.

United Way Perth-Huron (UW-
PH)’s work engages people across 
Perth-Huron, tackling pressing lo-
cal issues affecting the communities 
where they live. As part of this mis-
sion, the organization is building the 
next generation of engaged residents 
through the Youth in Action Grants 
(YIAG) program; providing opportu-
nities for youth to come up with cre-
ative solutions to challenges facing 
people their own age and develop 
skills that can transfer to other areas 
of life.

“Every year, Perth-Huron youth come 
up with amazing ways to address 
issues in their communities,” said 
UWPH Director of Governance and 
Community Impact Megan Partridge. 
“We’re hoping this year’s YIAG recip-
ients inspire other young people to 
think of ways to help in their commu-
nities and apply this coming Septem-
ber.”

“I’ve learned that it’s important not to 
worry what others will think about,” 
added two-time YIAG recipient Evan 
Johnson, who led last year’s Art Cart 
initiative along with this year’s Well-
ness Wednesdays project at Stratford 
District Secondary School. “I know 
a lot of my peers are nervous about 
that and getting out there and being 
a leader really gives you the perspec-
tive to see what’s going on and what 
people really feel. More youth should 
apply for the grants because the ex-
perience is very valuable, especially 
as you get older and go into the real 
world.”

This year’s YIAG projects covered a 
wide range of pressing local issues 
including mental health and building 
connections in the community across 
Perth and Huron.

Youth Week at the Municipality of 
West Perth allowed the West Perth 
Youth Advisory Committee to put 
on special events and programs for 

youth in West Perth celebrating Na-
tional Youth Week and creating deep-
er community bonds.

Wellness Wednesdays at Stratford 
District Secondary School  allowed 
youth to host four after-school work-
shops throughout the winter and 
spring to introduce students to visu-
al art and drumming with the aim of 
expanding ways to cope with mental 
health challenges.

The Clubhouse at Stratford District 
Secondary School allowed youth to 
create a one-day school-wide scav-
enger hunt to promote social connec-
tion, plus social connection kits for 
teachers to sign out and use with their 
classes.

Connecting Girls Through Sport at St. 
Marys DCVI allowed the youth to host 
a basketball workshop for girls, Grade 
6 to Grade 11, building a sense of 
community and giving girls a chance 
to step outside their comfort zone. The 
workshop featured the head coach 
and three players from the University 
of Guelph women’s team.

A mental health assembly at St. Marys 
DCVI allowed youth to reach their 
whole school featuring motivational 
speakers focused on anxiety and de-
pression, breaking down stigma and 
offering coping strategies and re-
sources.

Hockey fun at St. Marys DCVI allowed 
youth to run a ball hockey tournament 
for Grade 9 to Grade 12 students so 
they could get outside and be active.

Building picnic tables at St. Marys 
DCVI allowed youth to build several 
new picnic tables for their school af-
ter the old ones were vandalized. The 
project offered youth a chance to feel 
ownership and pride in their school.

A comedy show hosted by Mental 
Health Matters Wingham featured a 
Canadian comedian sharing their ex-
perience with mental health challeng-

es, letting youth struggling with their 
own mental health issues know they 
are not alone.

The eight grant recipients each re-
ceived up to $1,000 for their project.

YIAGs are open to youth aged 14–25 
to plan and implement projects ad-

dressing youth concerns in their 
community, must clearly engage their 
peers in Perth and/or Huron Counties 
and have an adult trustee over the age 
of 25. Grants up to $1,000 are avail-
able. Applications for 2023/2024 open 
in September. For more details, vis-
it perthhuron.unitedway.ca/funding.

Gastrointestinal Outbreak Declared at St. Marys 
Memorial Hospital 

United Way Perth-Huron Youth in Action Grant

Saturday, July 22, 2023
10 A.M. MARK YOUR CALENDERS!

PUBLIC AUCTION

Shop Machinery, Tools, Guns, Household, Antiques, Steam Boiler And Parts
For John And Catherine Stutzman And Southern Machinery (Moving)

Tug 40 Engine Lathe Model 2200, 17”X78”, Metric & Imperial Threading,C/W Two Chucks, (Rea-
sonable Reserve Bid), Monarch 14”X56” Threading Lathe, Lincoln 200 Amp Welder Portable On 
Tires. Lincoln 200 Amp Shop Welder On Casters, Partly Dismantled. Reciprocating Metal Hack 
Saw, Clark 4000 Lb. Forklift, Electric Chainsaw Sharpener, H.d. Cast Iron Table Saw, Buzz Saw, Saw 
Makers’ Anvil, General Model 350 T.a. Saw, General 15” Drill Press, General 15” Band Saw, Gen-
eral 4” Jointer, Small Jig Saw. All Lineshaft Drive, Non Electric. Small Electric Table Saw And Drill 
Press. 6” Bullet Vise, 115 Volt Ac/Dc Oxy/Acetylene Flame Cutting Machine. Top- Saw For Sawmill, 
Several Large Sawmill Blades, Cement Mixer, Small Rubber Tired Wagon, Hay Feeder, Steel Wheel 
Running Gears (Geo. White), 11ft High A-Frame, New 3 Ton Trolley. 3 Ton Chain Falls, Spool Of New 
¾” Cable, For Hoisting, 2 Cycl. Wisconsin Motors, Some Honda Parts Motors, Volkswagen Rabbit 
Diesel Not Running, Some Sawmill And Steam Related Parts, New Sand Blasting Unit, Air Support 
Helmet, Arc Welding Helmet, 2 Powder Torches, Welding Rods, Gear Boxes, Up To Several Hundred 
H.p.2 Harvestor Gear Boxes, H.d. Winch, Pump Jack, Litter Carrier, Bucket & Track, Mascot 3 Gang 
Horse Mower, 5’X6’ Greenhouse, 8x10’ Mini Barn, Push Mowers, Air Receiver, 4 H.d. Steel Stacking 
Bins, Parts Rack, Tarp Shed, Scaffolding, Lots Of Pullies, V & Flat Belts, Acetylene Gas Generator, 
Hydraulic Components, Log Tongs, Small Portable Chicken House, Chicken Crates, Cross-Cut Saw 
& Sharpening Tools, Pile Of 1”Lumber, Goodison Steam Boiler & Engine , Wheels Etc. Household & 
Antiques: Press Back Chairs W/Table, Buffet W/Fancy Mirror, Rope Bed, Adz, Broad-Axe, Machette, 
Wooden Nail Kegs, Tonka Trucks, Wool Winder, Wood Cigar Boxes, Misc Furniture & Household 
Goods, Lots Of Books, Technical Books & Manuals, Office & Tool Room Goods, Gauges, Leveling 
Table, Antique Taylor Forbes Lawn Mower, Old Sleigh, 35 Remington Cal. Browning Semi-Auto Rifle 
(Old). Also 12 Ga. Shotgun (Buyer Needs Fac.), Wagon Load Of Small Items Too Many To List, List 
Subject To Additions And Deletions, Goodison Engine Reserve Bid. Come See The Case 110 H.p. 
Steam Engine Before It Goes To Michigan! (Not Fired Up)

Selling For John & Catherine Stutzman, 962945 Rd. 96, R.R.1 Lakeside, On  
Located: 1st Place West Of Uniondale, 1 Road S. Of Hwy 7, 1 St Place W.  
Or Approx 12 Miles N. Of Thamesford To Rd 96. 

We Expect Someone To Cater With Food.

Selling Smalls 1st, Guns & Antiques About 1 p.m., Larger Items Last

Local & Guest Auctioneers Sale Site 

Phone July 20 & 21 Only, Ph. 519-349-2937

Pay By Cash Or Cheque, No Credit Cards.
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HISTORIC ST. MARYS: Life in St. Marys in 1931, Part One

HISTORY —

By Mary Smith

When the results of the 1931 census 
were tabulated by the Dominion of 
Canada statisticians, the population 
of the town of St. Marys was found 
to be 3,802. The population had only 
increased by about 400 people since 
the first federal census, taken in 1871, 
when the town was recorded as hav-
ing 3,415 residents. In comparison, 
the population of Stratford had more 
than doubled during the same time 
period, increasing from 8,239 in 1871 
to 17,742 in 1931. These statistics sug-
gest that growth had stagnated in St. 
Marys. Still, when personal data con-
tained in the census were recently 
released after the mandatory 92-year 
protection period, examination shows 
a community riding out the depressed 
economy reasonably well. Many 
heads of household were employed in 
diverse local industries, although it is 
possible to find examples of families 
that were obviously struggling. A sig-
nificant number of people had been 
laid off for several weeks or months in 
the previous year. Some, particularly 
young men, were unable to find em-
ployment at all.

The census enumeration divided St. 
Marys into four districts, according 
to ward. The west ward – in 1931 as 
it still is today – comprised the part of 
town west of the Thames River. This 
area contained mostly residences, 
either owned or rented. Only a few 
businesses operated in that portion 
of the town. Immediately west of the 
Queen Street Bridge, William Graham 
and his uncle, Robert Graham, had 
established a service station with gas-
oline pumps and repair bay. GraHam 
fuel remains at this location today. 
An implement dealership and a coal 
and fuel delivery service were on the 
north side of Queen Street, also right 
beside the bridge. These business-
es have completely disappeared, re-
placed by parkland. 

Many people who lived in the west 
ward worked at one of the three ma-
jor industries: the cement plant, C. 
Richardson & Co. foundry or Max-
well Ltd., at that time concentrating 
on the production of household ap-
pliances, particularly washing ma-
chines and wringers. Times of shift 
changes at these industries would 
have seen many workers making their 
way across the Park Street Bridge, 
either going to work or returning to 
their west ward homes. Others had 
employment in downtown stores or 
businesses and several men worked 
for one of the two railways: the CNR 
or the CPR, both providing passen-
ger and freight service to St. Marys. A 
number of trained professional peo-
ple lived in the west ward including 
two accountants, several nurses, a 

doctor, a lawyer, a veterinarian, and 
a minister. Trades included carpen-
ter, butter maker, seamstress, milliner, 
embalmer, a horse trainer and three 
printers. An intriguing census entry: 
Jennie Henderson of Ontario Street 
was a corsetiere, unique in her neigh-
bourhood. Because housing develop-
ment had not yet reached the western 
boundary, there were still a number 
of families actively farming property 
within town limits. 

In 1931, as today, many retirement-age 
people made their homes in St. Marys. 
Some had been farmers; others had 
lived in town all their lives and had 
been locally employed. Esther Mitch-
ell, in her late 60s, had retired to a 
comfortable six-room, frame house 
on Jones Street after many years as 
an elementary school teacher. A block 
or so away on Queen Street West, her 
contemporary, Alice Wilson, was still 
teaching. She was the only income 
earner in her household, shared with 
her two sisters, ages 60 and 70. None 
of the three had ever married. In the 
days before government pension 
plans, company pensions, or old age 
security payments, it was necessary 
for many older people to work as long 
as they possibly could. 

The 1931 census includes a group of 
questions concerning employment 
and income: In headings across the 
top of each page, they read: “OCCU-
PATION: Trade, profession or partic-
ular kind of work. (Give as definite 
and precise information as possible.) 
INDUSTRY: Industry or business in 
which engaged or employed. CLASS 
OF WORKER: (Employer, paid worker 
or own account.) TOTAL EARNINGS 
in the past twelve months (since June 
1, 1930.)” Many local families were 
managing on less than $750 a year 

although those with responsible po-
sitions in an industry were general-
ly paid better. Even retired heads of 
households were required to provide 
this information. Many men who were 
no longer working, along with widows 
and older single women, gave the an-
swer “Income” under the “Total earn-
ings” heading. For most, this probably 
meant they were living on money pre-
viously earned when they, or a hus-
band or father, had been employed. 

A close look at some of these names 
shows that “Income” meant widely dif-
ferent levels of financial comfort for 
different people. Julia Ford, age 71, 
lived on income in a house left to her 
by her father. But the house was the 
only asset that Dr. Adam Enoch Ford 
left his daughter in 1879 when he 
abandoned St. Marys after a scandal 
to start a new life in Denver, Colorado. 
Julia struggled in poverty for the rest 
of her life and the depression years 
must have been particularly tough. 
Meanwhile, her friend, Mina McKay, 
age 70, lived on income in a ten-room, 
stone house on a property valued at 
$12,000. Mina’s maiden name was 
Hutton and she was the beneficiary of 
the estate of her two uncles, William 
Veal Hutton and Joseph Osmond Hut-
ton. Mina’s very comfortable home 
was Westover Park.  

Census results for the north ward of 
St. Marys cover all the households 
east of the Thames River and north 
of Queen Street East, including the 
homes on the north side of Queen 
Street itself. This large area extended 
all the way east to the farm that is now 
the golf course and north to town lim-
its on James Streets. Because in the 
downtown core there were many com-
mercial blocks of two or three storeys,  
this part of the census shows a num-

ber of people living in apartments 
over the ground-floor businesses. 
There were also boarding houses. Wil-
liam McNeil, an auctioneer, and his 
wife, Sarah, provided room and board 
to three people in their home on Wel-
lington Street North. William Oddy, 
a hotel-keeper, employed a domestic 
servant, Mary Finnie, and a hostler, 
William Blackburn, to help serve the 
needs of his guests, including three 
single men who were long-term resi-
dents at the Oddy (or Garnett) House 
at 18 Church Street North.  

Some people worked at industries lo-
cated in the north ward. Delong Hook 
& Eye, usually called the “Pin Facto-
ry,” employed both men and women, 
but many of these employees had ex-
perienced periods of lay-off during 
the previous year. A more reliable 
employer was the Canadian Nation-
al Railway and a number of men in 
the north ward had railway-related 
work, some at the Junction Station. 
Other men worked at the Parkview 
Creamery or at the planing and saw 
mills along Station Street. Institutions 
in the north ward – the Presbyterian 
and Catholic churches, St. Marys Col-
legiate Institute, the Catholic Separate 
School – all generated employment: 
a minister, a priest and teachers, of 
course, as well as caretakers and of-
fice staff. The teaching nuns at the 
convent on King Street North were 
also recorded. 

Some households included in this 
area were very prosperous. John 
Knox Richardson, a widower, age 70, 
lived in a 12-room house on Welling-
ton Street North with his 32-year-old 
daughter, Kate. As manager of the J. 
D. Moore Co., his yearly income was 
$2,500 – substantial for 1931. In con-
trast, Joseph Iredale, a retired mill-
er, and his wife, Mary Ann, both in 
their 70s, lived on Queen Street East 
in a modest, four-room, frame house 
– probably quite adequate accommo-
dation for the two of them. But the 
family apparently suffered a mis-
fortune which the census records, of 
course, do not explain. These records 
show only that on census day, June 1, 
1931, the Iredales were making space 
in their small home for their son-in-
law, a widower, and five grandchildren 
– two girls and three boys, ranging in 
age from 13 to five years old. Their 
son-in-law was a farm ditcher and his 
seasonal earnings of $480 could not 
have sustained his young family with-
out the help of his in-laws. 

The town’s main industries were lo-
cated in the east and south wards. Next 
week’s column will consider what the 
1931 census shows about the house-
holds in those areas and the economic 
and social conditions of the time. 

Wood Specialty employed a number of local residents, including some very young 
boys, at the time of the 1931 census. They made, among other products, hockey 
sticks and baseball bats. However, in 1933, because of the Depression, Wood Spe-
cialty was sold to a Hespeler business and the St. Marys factory closed.
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By Nancy Abra

There has been a long tradition of 
medical care at the large, yellow-brick 
house at 233 King Street, Thorndale. 
From 1903 to 1988 doctors have prac-
ticed medicine here. The last doc-
tor was Dr. Ross Green who retired 
in 1988 but still lived here until his 
death a few years ago.

When the house came up for sale in 
2019, Dr. Helen Wilson, a veterinari-
an who graduated in 1978, thought it 
would make a great animal hospital 
for the community. She and her hus-
band, Dr. Paul Francis, a veterinari-
an since 1983, have lived on a hobby 
farm west of Thorndale since 2011 
and knew the community was wel-
coming and thought an animal hospi-
tal could be an asset here.

After renovations, the Thorndale An-
imal Hospital opened their doors on 
June 1st. Dr. Kathleen Francis who 
graduated in 2021 from the University 
College, Dublin School of Veterinary 
Medicine is the full-time vet at this 

facility, with Mom, Dr. Wilson, as the 
clinic’s manager and Dad, Dr. Francis 
with his speciality in orthopaedic and 
soft tissue surgery, on a part-time ba-
sis. Between these doctors, they have 
intergenerational knowledge and ex-
pertise of over 80 years. There are 
also veterinarian technicians at the 
clinic for a total of six staff of both full 
and part-time. 

The hospital is set up with a recep-
tion area, two examination rooms, 
treatment areas, ultrasound and 
X-ray room with the latest diagnostic 
equipment, a surgery room, pharma-
cy, recovery, and kennel area for their 
patients. The Thorndale Animal Hos-
pital offers a wide range of elective, 
emergency and diagnostic surgical 
procedures, including spay and neu-
ters.

The Thorndale Animal Hospital will 
be hosting an open house on Sunday 
July 9th from 1 to 3pm for the com-
munity to come to see their facility 
and meet some of the staff.

By Nancy Abra

Mount Olivet 300 officially celebrated 
their 150th anniversary with a ban-
quet at the Thorndale Lions Com-
munity on Saturday, June 17th. There 
were 125 masonic members, fami-
ly, and community friends including 
Thames Centre mayor, Sharron Mc-
Millan, who brought congratulations 
on behalf of the municipality, along 
with other dignitaries from the Grand 
Lodge who attended this special eve-
ning. The meal was catered by Village 
Catering of Thorndale and entertain-
ment was provided by local talent, 
singer Don Bentum and friends. Jamie 
Ireland of Strathroy, Deputy Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Cana-
da in the Province of Ontario was the 
keynote speaker. 

On June 10, 1873, the first meeting 
was held in a room over the drive 
shed of Central Hotel, known as ‘Gar-
ner’s Hall,’ in Thorndale with seven 
applications received for member-
ship. After the title and number was 
registered, Mount Olivet Lodge #300 
was instituted on July 4, 1873, with 
ten charter members.

150 years later and with a current 
membership of 48 men, Mount Olivet 
Lodge still plays a significant and ac-
tive role in the community of Thorn-
dale. Besides supporting Masonic 
foundations in Ontario and across 
Canada such as post-secondary ed-
ucation, medical research and child-
hood diseases, this Lodge also sup-
ports various Thorndale community 
groups.

Thorndale Animal Hospital… a family affair

Green Thumb Garden 
Tour a success

Mt. Olivet 300 celebrates 
150 years

Pictured, from left, Dr. Helen Wilson and Dr. Kathleen Francis.

Front row from left to right - Heather Ivins, Kelly Ireland, Tracy Lord, Dor Deller & 
Hanna Ivins.  (Contributed photo)

Pictured is Barb Krasnicki, a Thorndale & Area Horticultural Society member in 
one of the gardens on the 2023 Green Thumb Garden Tour held on Sunday, June 
25th. There were six private gardens on the tour in Thorndale and in the rural area 
south of the village. Green Thumb Tour committee chair, Shirley Hacon said, “we 
were delighted the weather was good and that 96 people came out for our garden 
tour. We are also grateful for our sponsors and the support of the local businesses 
and for the host gardeners who opened up their gardens for our fundraiser event. 
Proceeds of this event will go towards new hardscaping in our Rose Garden on 
King Street, Thorndale.”  (Nancy Abra photo)
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233 King Street, Thorndale

ANIMAL HOSPITAL
THORNDALE

is having an
OPEN HOUSE
Sunday July 9 1-3 pm

All Welcome

www.samshomehardware.com 

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6  
Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

OUTDOOR GAMES 
NOW AVAILABLE

Lions Club Classic Car Show

Milt Dunnell Field was the place to be Saturday morning to view the 110 entries in 
the Lions Club classic car show.  (Murray Grant photo)

Looking after the barbecue at the Car Show. From left, Luke Debrabandere, Ron 
Annett, Larry Ford.  (Nancy Bickell photo)

This 1941 Chevy Coupe was lovingly restored over a 5 year period by Janice & 
Brian Glanville of St. Marys.  (Murray Grant photo)

This 1928 Ford A Coupe made the trip to St. Marys from Exeter. (Nancy Bickell 
photo)

COMMUNITY —
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By VJ Knutson

Four Ukrainian families moved out of 
host homes this weekend. A first step 
towards independence. For many, also 
a first taste of the reality they are fac-
ing. The safety net is gone. It can be 
an emotional time.

By my count, that means that there 
are only a handful of Ukrainians still 
being hosted in our area. I have lost 
track of numbers, but I do know that 
we can be proud of all that we have 
accomplished to date – giving so many 
a safe place to land, and a hand up 
during difficult times.

I can’t stress enough, that other than 
a big heart, and a willingness to help 
others, I had no background knowl-
edge or preparedness for what would 
unfold. I just knew I needed to do 
something, and Ric concurred. As I 
now find myself deeply immersed, I 
depend on the experience and con-
cern of others. Without you, our com-
munity, none of this could happen.

I met over the past two weeks with 
representatives from first, our 
Ukrainian population, and then indi-
viduals from the community wishing 
to be of help. We brainstormed what 
is needed going forward and possible 
solutions. While I have nothing to re-
port at the moment, please know that 
our work continues.

While this column’s topic has been 
hosting Ukrainians, our efforts are 
not exclusive. There is a recognition 
that by supporting and aiding any 
new immigrants, we are making an 
investment in the growth and pros-
perity of our town going forward.

According to the website Immigration 
Matters (Government of Canada):

“Canadians are living longer and hav-
ing fewer children. More people are 
retiring, and there are fewer students 
in schools. As a result, the pool of Ca-
nadian-born existing and potential 
workers is limited.

Immigrants contribute to our econo-
my, not only by filling in gaps in our 
labour force and paying taxes, but 

also by spending money on goods, 
housing and transportation.”

The trick is in keeping immigrants 
engaged and hopeful that their ef-
forts will ensure betterment of their 
own lives. As I grow more and more 
attached to our many newcomers, I 
wish for them all the success and re-
wards they can achieve.

My friend Nancy sent me an email 
Saturday morning with three songs 
performed by Peter, Paul, and Mary. 
Boy that took me back! More than 
that she gifted me with renewed in-
spiration. I’ll share with you here the 
lyrics of Blowing in the Wind, origi-
nally composed by Bob Dylan:

How many roads must a man walk 
down
Before you call him a man?
How many seas must a white dove sail
Before she sleeps in the sand?
Yes, and how many times must the can-
nonballs fly
Before they're forever banned?
The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the 
wind
The answer is blowin' in the wind
Yes, and how many years must a moun-
tain exist
Before it is washed to the sea?
And how many years can some people 
exist
Before they're allowed to be free?
Yes, and how many times can a man 
turn his head
And pretend that he just doesn't see?
The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the 
wind
The answer is blowin' in the wind
Yes, and how many times must a man 
look up
Before he can see the sky?
And how many ears must one man have
Before he can hear people cry?
Yes, and how many deaths will it take 
'til he knows
That too many people have died?
The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the 
wind
The answer is blowin' in the wind

Till next time.

(Reach me at english.knutson@gmail.
com.

COLUMN —
HOSTING UKRAINE:  Work In Progress

Pictured is a creation by Ukrainian artist Kostia Kutyk representing how we Cana-
dians are helping Ukraine.
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

A windmill!

What has four 

wings, but cannot 

fly?

Hudson Petrie (2)

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 
appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Riddles
What’s the best 
way to talk to a 

monster?

Long distance

How do fisherman 
make their nets?

They just take a 
lot of holes and 

sew them together

What’s wet and 
says “how do you 

do?” sixteen times?

Two octopuses 
shaking hands

What’s the same 
size as an elephant 
but doesn’t weigh 

anything?

An elephant’s 
shadow

What lies on the 
ground, a hundred 

feet in the air?

A centipede 
sleeping on his 

back

On which side of 
a chicken are the 

most feathers?

The outside

What do you call 
an elephant with 

wings?

A Jumbo Jet

What has no 
beginning and no 

end?

A Circle

What Rooms can’t 
you enter?

Mushrooms

What ten letter 
word starts with 

G-A-S?

Automobile

- Word Search -

Pride month

Canadian wildfires

PGA LIV deal

Trump indicted

Messi to Miami

Wagner Group

CBHOF Induction

Fathers Day

Brews and Food 
Fest

Titanic sub

DS Downham

School graduation

Quarry opens

JUNE HIGHLIGHTS

Word List

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

This is Ari, a 7 year old Anatolian Shepherd/
Mastiff mix.  Ari is a rescue dog who has been 
through a lot in her early life but has come out 
the other side in her happy, forever home with 
the Broadworths.  Ari is a big dog with an even 
bigger heart.  She loves cheese and only enjoys 

car rides that end in a pup cup.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is 
pleased to be the sponsor of the 

Avoid walking on hot pavement, 
sand etc. Burnt paws are a common 

summertime injury. Severe burns 
can be hard to heal and very 
painful for our furry friends.  

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

PET OF THE WEEK

 

 

 

 

 

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com
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COLUMN —

Travelling by car through the 
Florida Keys on Highway 1, 
the “Overseas Highway” is 
probably my favourite drive 
anywhere in the world. You 
pass through interesting 
towns with tropical ambience 
– Key Largo, Islamorada, 
Marathon, and many more 
island communities and 
you encounter innumerable 
bridges, including the famed 
“Seven Mile Bridge” that 
stretches over seven miles of 
ocean.

It is stunningly beautiful.

Being caught up in that beau-
ty is probably why I never 
really noticed a tiny coral 
“key” adjacent to the Seven 
Mile Bridge. Pigeon Key is 
not worth noticing if you are 
looking for sheer, dramatic 
beauty. But it turns out, this 
small island is a rich repos-
itory of history that lies at 
the heart of what the Florida 
Keys are today.

Paying visitors arrive via the 
cute little Pigeon Key train 
which takes you to the island. 
There, you will be welcomed 
for a lengthy but enthrall-
ing tour of the island where 
you learn the story of Hen-

ry Flagler and his railway to 
Key West.

Because during construction 
of that ill-fated railway, Pi-
geon Key was a key (pun in-
tended) staging point for the 
railroad construction project. 
And this island, which you 
can cross from side to side 
in a four-minute walk, was 
home to 400 workers. Our 
guide – “Just call me C.T., 
everybody does” – admitted 
that, “We’re a rock in the mid-
dle of nowhere but there is a 
surprising amount of history 
on this island.”

So – about this railway. The 
name “Henry Flagler” pops 
up everywhere in the history 
of Florida. Flagler, born to a 
poor family in 1830, became 
a rich American industrialist. 
He was a partner with John 
D. Rockefeller in Standard 
Oil. C.T. told us that Flagler 
had a contradictory repu-
tation: “Vicious in business 
– he’d squash you like a bug 
– but the very opposite in his 
personal life where he was 
kind and generous and em-
pathetic.”

This vicious, kind man first 
came to Florida in the 1880s 
and he saw the potential in 
a state that was then, mostly 
mosquito-infested swamp-
land. His story is deserving of 
a book but the quick version 
is that Flagler built a railway 
to St. Augustine and then 
continued south to Daytona 
and eventually Miami. He 
built hotels (great facilities 
still in use today as schools, 
as well as historic hotels).

When the Panama Canal 

opened in 1914, Flagler saw 
the potential for a deep-wa-
ter port to serve the United 
States and the closest one 
was in Key West. The prob-
lem was that Key West is an 
island at the end of a se-
ries of islands with no land 
transportation connecting 
it to the continental United 
States. That constitutes about 
194 kilometers without land 
transportation. And except 
for Key West, then a boom-
town of about 20,000, the 
population of the Keys was 
about 1,000 in total.

The solution? C.T. described 
it this way: “Henry Flagler 
reached into his pocket and 
pulled out a railroad.”

It was an astonishing feat – 
building a railroad over the 
ocean, anchoring the line on 
the islands of the keys but 
stretching over many lengths 
of sea including the sev-
en-mile stretch that includes 
Pigeon Key.

The project employed thou-
sands and 400 of them 
were based on Pigeon Key. 
The buildings still standing 
(many have been demol-
ished) date back to that era 
when hundreds of men ate, 
slept and worked from this 
home base.

When Flagler first envi-
sioned the project, the ex-
perts he consulted told him 
he was crazy. His answer? 
“We’re going to Key West.”

And he did. While Pigeon 
Key was perhaps the biggest 
camp, there were actually 
82 work camps all along the 
Keys, all building their sec-

tion of the project.

Flagler stated his vision in 
1905; on January 22, 1912, 
the first train to reach Key 
West pulled into the station 
with an aging Henry Flagler 
on board. C.T. stated it dra-
matically: “For the first time 
ever, Key West heard the 
scream of steam.” Flagler 
was greeted by ten thousand 
cheering residents including 
bands and choirs, school kids 
and dignitaries galore. Henry 
was a hero.

He was also ill. Henry Flagler 
passed away on May 20, 1913 
just over a year after his final 
entrepreneurial triumph. His 
impact on Key West is hon-
oured today by a life-sized 
statue of Flagler seated on a 
bench in front of the former 
railway station. His Key West 
hotel, Casa Marina, contin-
ues to be a popular and pric-
ey home away from home for 
visitors today.

The railroad did not stand the 

test of time or tempest. About 
65 kilometers of track around 
Islamorada were destroyed 
in a tragic 1935 hurricane 
that also caused the death of 
over 400 people, many riding 
on a north-bound train rac-
ing to escape the storm.

The railway was in dire 
straits. The death blow that 
sent it into receivership came 
when the company could not 
pay a large bill, ironically to 
Standard Oil, where Flagler 
was once a part-owner.

But the precedent had been 
set. No railway was ever to 
run again through the Keys, 
but a highway was built us-
ing many of the same bridg-
es. That highway today is 
perhaps my favourite drive 
anywhere.

Thank you, Henry Flagler.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer. To contact Paul 
about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

One of the buildings that remain from the railroad work camp that housed 400 men 
on this tiny island.

A section of the railroad that remains – with Highway 1, which sometimes used the 
railway bridges, shown to the left.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: A lot of history on “a rock in the middle of nowhere”

By Paul Knowles

The Pigeon Key train – a smaller version than the ones that trav-
elled Henry Flagler's railway to Key West. (Photo by Paul Knowles)
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COLUMN —
FROM THE GARDEN: Another Challenge for Gardener

Gardeners are usually faced 
with a challenge or issue 
during the growing season. 
Whether it is invasive insects, 
plant disease or weeds, it can 
be very frustrating. One issue 
I have noticed the last couple 
of years, is that our weather 
in changing.

I recently attended the In-
ternational Master Gardener 
conference in Kansas City 
which was a great learning 
experience. Dr. Charles Rice 
of Kansas State University 
was one of the keynote speak-
ers. His presentation was on 
‘Challenges of Gardening in a 
Changing Climate.’

Dr. Rice specializes in soil 
microbiology, carbon cycling 
and climate change. His ex-
tensive research has gained 
him important knowledge 
which he shared with us at 
the conference. You wouldn’t 
think the global issue of cli-

mate change would affect our 
gardens, but it does and will 
be an increasing challenge in 
the years to come.

Dr. Rice stated it is not just 
the increase in temperature 
but also our precipitation is 
changing. In some areas in 
North America, it is 20-30% 
drier. Whereas, in other re-
gions, there is an increase in 
rainfall. Dr. Rice explained 
the future will see more in-
tense rain events, followed by 
longer extended droughts. He 
also stated there will be more 
erratic temperature swings 
occurring in the spring and 
in the fall. This spring in our 
area, we witnessed an abnor-
mally warm April, then rain, 
followed by a very dry May.

In his presentation, Dr. Rice 
said increasing summer heat 
in some regions is stressing 
plants. He mentioned with 
intense heat, pollen of plants 
will go sterile. This certain-
ly could be an issue in some  
plant crops.

According to some statis-
tics I found, the summer of 
2022 was officially the third 
warmest in Canada’s history 
with the summer of 2021 and 
1998 hotter. Temperatures 
across Canada were 1.6 de-
grees Celsius above normal. 
As for this summer, the fore-

cast is for the summer sizzle 
to return. www.todocanada.
ca/farmers-almanac-releas-
es-2023-long-range-sum-
mer-weather-forecast/ 

Climate change also affects 
pests and diseases. As tem-
peratures increase in Canada, 
invasive insects migrate up 
from the south. The change 
in wind direction, especially 
warm winds from the south 
can contribute to an increase 
in plant viruses and diseases 
moving into our region.

So how do gardeners deal 
with the challenges of climate 
change?

It starts with good soil health, 
Dr. Rice said. Building up our 

soil with compost and manure 
helps restore soil carbon and 
its structure. And by adding 
organic mulch to our gardens 
this cools the soil, retains the 
moisture during dry periods, 
suppresses weeds as well as 
it will improve infiltration.

In Dr. Rice’s presentation, he 
listed some ‘climate smart 
gardening’ tips. Besides the 
soil health, he said plant se-
lection is also another key 
component in our gardens. 
Using perennials that have 
deep root systems is im-
portant for erosion control 
but also provides fertility 
and stable carbon storage 
in soils. The diversity of our 
plant choices for our gardens 

should include native plants 
for their adaptability and pol-
linators they attract. As for 
annuals, they should be heat 
and drought tolerant. 

The practice of ‘smart water-
ing’ should be an essential 
component of our gardening 
ritual. The use of rainwa-
ter collection, water reuse as 
well as limiting our watering 
to early morning when tem-
peratures are cooler, gives 
the plants time to absorb the 
water before the heat of the 
day. 

The only constant is change. 
But how we adapt to that in 
our gardens will help to over-
come some of the horticultur-
al challenges.

By Nancy Abra

Buying?
Selling?
Mortgage?

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL 
- FARM PROPERTY

Give us a call

�����������������������
���������������������������
�	�


Andrew L. Hodges  
Funeral Home Ltd.�

Serving St. Marys and area since 2003

47 Wellington Street South, St. Marys
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

519-284-2820

Offering personal and affordable funeral options,  
including burial, cremation and donation to science. 

Price list and preplanning information always  
available on our website or contact us  
to meet in person to discuss your wishes. 
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LOOKING
BACK

Squirrelly situation
By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1998)

Ownership of Richardson Foods in St. Marys has changed 
hands again, and the company has been purchased by a 
Dutch co-operative. The new owners, Unifine, are a whol-
ly-owned subsidiary of a larger Dutch company called 
Cosun. The St. Marys company will now be known as Uni-
fine Richardson BV.

On Sunday afternoon, the Stone Willow Inn officially 
opened its doors and more than 1,500 people enjoyed the 
open house. This land was first purchased in 1961 and 
Stone Willow was incorporated in 1994.

At the end of the school year, the students and staff at 
DCVI said good bye to a number of excellent teachers. 
Head of Business, Dave Bonis, and Head of Science, Bruce 
Symons, are both retiring after 35 years each with the 
Perth County Board of Education.

50 years ago (1973)

Bill Murphy, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Murphy, Church St 
S, qualified in Oshawa on Saturday in the two-mile event. 
Bill came second and will go to Vancouver to take part in 
the Canada Games in August.

Ed Schmidt and family became the first occupants of a 
home in the new Ethel Court subdivision last week. Mr. 
Schmidt is the latest Constable to join the local police de-
partment.

Paul Betteridge, in conjunction with town forces, has a 
beautification program underway along the front of the 
new water pollution control plant on Thomas Street.

The abundance of squirrels around town has caused some 
residents to wonder if an “open season” of some type is 
not warranted to thin out the local squirrel population.

75 years ago (1948)

When a 7-year-old boy was playing on the roof of the 
Journal Argus press room on Monday afternoon, he saw a 
three-wire electrical service leading into the building, and 
not knowing the danger, touched one of the wires at a spot 
where the insulated covering was off the copper. Luckily 
a bystander saw the young lad with what appeared to be 
smoke rising from his hand on the wire. He rushed to the 
roof and pulled the boy’s unconscious body free. The boy’s 
mom, who is a nurse, called on Dr. Latimer who treated 
him for shock and burns to his hand and stomach.

The Parks Board employees have located the temporary 
band stand on the lawn alongside Trout Creek near the 
Parkview Creamery stables. Here it is hoped the week-
ly band concerts by the St. Marys Citizens’ Band will be 
more effectively heard than has been at Cadzow Park in 
the past two years.

100 years ago (1923)

Sunday, July 1 will be long remembered by Presbyteri-
ans in St. Marys. This marked the 75th anniversary of the 
foundation laid on the hill upon which ministers such as 
Proudfoot, Caven, Waters, McAlpine, Turnbull, Cosgrove, 
Moreden, Miller, and Duggan have built a structure glori-
ous and lasting.

Mr. and Mrs. P. White and four sons of Glasgow, Scotland 
arrived in St. Marys this week, where they will now make 
their home. It is ten years since Mr. and Mrs. White and 
family, who are former Stone Town residents, returned to 
their native land.

The ravages of prowling house cats are again perturbing 
the minds of many St. Marys citizens who would raise a 
few additional fowl this summer. One West Ward resident 
lost as many as thirteen chickens within the space of a 
few days by the raids of these hungry household pets. 

COLUMN —

Sudoku

Id: 105319

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 26

8 6 9
8 7 1 6

3 7 5
8 6 2 3
2 1 7
1 5 4 7

4
3 2

9 8

Solution
4 2 5 3 8 6 7 9 1

9 8 7 4 1 5 6 2 3

6 1 3 7 9 2 4 5 8

8 7 6 9 2 4 1 3 5

2 5 4 1 7 3 9 8 6

1 3 9 5 6 8 2 4 7

7 4 2 8 5 1 3 6 9

3 9 8 6 4 7 5 1 2

5 6 1 2 3 9 8 7 4

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

FERN PRIDHAM – Broker
519 274 2885

fernpridham@gmail.com

Solutions on page 31

SPONSORED BY:
McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St E
Founding and Forever partner of 

Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the 
Stonetown Crier on Page 5
St. Marys Public Library events – See Page 29
Friday, July 7
Royal Canadian Legion hot dog/sausage lunch at 
Noon
Cascades Retiree BBQ – 4 to 7 pm
A.N.A.F. meat draw  – 6 pm
St. Marys YMCA family movie night – 6 to 8 pm
Saturday, July 8
Celebrating Pride in Thorndale
St. Marys Farmers Market at Milt Dunnell Field – 8 
am to Noon
St. Marys YMCA MOSSA Group Power launch party 
– 8:30 am
Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 pm
Sunday, July 9
Thorndale Animal Hospital Open House – 1 to 3 pm

THE WEEK AHEADTHE WEEK AHEAD

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

Karen is retiring! Drop in between 1:00pm and 
4:00pm on July 7th (tomorrow afternoon) to cele-
brate her 26 years of hard work and dedication, and 
to wish her well as she embarks on her next chap-
ter. We are thankful for her contributions to our 
community over the years and wish her the best.

This Week’s Recommendation 

A book that multiple staff members (including Kar-
en) have on their Staff Picks list is “The Nightin-
gale” by Kristin Hannah. We've recommended this 
title before, but it deserves to be mentioned again. 
The book follows two sisters and the roles forced 
upon them as the Nazis occupy France during 
WWII. Vianne Mauriac and her daughter must play 
host to a German captain in their home. Mean-
while, Vianne’s younger sister, Isabelle, is part of 
the Resistance. Both sisters risk their lives as they 

do what they can to survive in a tumultuous time. 
“The Nightingale” can be found in both regular and 
large print as well as in audiobook and digital for-
mats.

Up This Week

Friday, Jul. 7th: Funday Friday – Fire Safety with St. 
Marys Fire Department (1:00pm)

Saturday, Jul. 8th: Open 10:00am-4:00pm

Monday, Jul. 10th: Crafty Kids (10:30am-12:00pm), 
Club SMPL (1:30pm-3:00pm), Mahjong Intro 
(6:00pm-6:30pm), Mahjong! (6:30pm-8:00pm)

Tuesday, Jul. 11th: Reading Help (10:30am-
12:00pm), Wonder Workshop (1:30pm-3:00pm)

Wednesday, Jul. 12th: EarlyON – Play and Read 
(9:30am), STEAM League (10:30am-12:00pm), 
Reading Help (1:30pm-3:00pm), Scrabble (6:00pm-
8:00pm), After Hours at the Library: Diamond 
Painting Make and Take (8:00pm)

Thursday, Jul. 13th: Cooking Club (11:00am), FOL 
Newcomers’ Social (7:00pm)

Straight from the Shelves

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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Are You A Newcomer 
To The St. Marys Area?
The friends of the library has a FREE Welcome 

Package for you to pick up at the library!
• Phone Book
• Recreation Info
• Health & Wellness

• Gifts + MORE
• Maps
• Local Services

• Coupons

St. Marys Public Library, 15 Church St. 519-284-3346
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICIAN

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

519-284-2221• BINS-R-US
Formerly known as

St. Marys Lugger Service

PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

PAINTING

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations

MORTGAGE

SENIORS

TRAVEL

TREE SERVICECLEANING
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TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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SEAMSTRESS
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INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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MUSIC

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!
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Head O�ce: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 TICO 
#50010159 | Phone: (519) 284-2332

Branch O�ce: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 TICO 

#50025796 | Phone: (226) 333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

FINANCIAL
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SCOTT BICKELL PAINTING AND

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Call or Text at: 519 - 276 - 7816

Email at: sbics00@gmail.com

Call for a free quote!

 

Find me on           

PAINTING    FLOORING    TRIM WORK    DRYWALL   
 

REPAIR & MORE
 

RETAIL
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Available now:
Ladies jockey briefs, buttons, gutermann 
thread, DMC embroidery floss, and more.

My Inspiration, Learning, Enjoyment & Success

LIST WITH CHRIS!

Hiller Realty Brokerage
100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101

Chris Evans, Broker

listwithchris@wightman.ca

Jake Stern
REAL ESTATE BROKER

519-949-8559
#RealEstateJake
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Sudoku

Id: 105319

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 26

8 6 9
8 7 1 6

3 7 5
8 6 2 3
2 1 7
1 5 4 7

4
3 2

9 8

Solution
4 2 5 3 8 6 7 9 1

9 8 7 4 1 5 6 2 3

6 1 3 7 9 2 4 5 8

8 7 6 9 2 4 1 3 5

2 5 4 1 7 3 9 8 6

1 3 9 5 6 8 2 4 7

7 4 2 8 5 1 3 6 9

3 9 8 6 4 7 5 1 2

5 6 1 2 3 9 8 7 4

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

CLASSIFIED ADS
Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display 
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call 
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Wanted
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs.  Jazz, Blues, 
Rock, Pop, Fold, Soundtracks, and more.  Selectively buying 
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment.  For 
more information:  Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. 
Stratford/ 226-972-5750

CLASSIFIED ADS

Wanted
A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes. 
Phone 519-284-3774

Wanted to buy
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko 
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.
Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

For Sale
Vintage Hi-Fi Boothroyd-Stuart Meridian , comes with Para-
digms. Best Offer - Call 519-284-8056

For Sale
Kubota lawn tractor #1460
Diamond pressure washer, 2600 PSI with Honda engine, 
#GCV 160. Like new. Best offer. Call 519-284-8056

Free
Free to a good home.  We are looking for a new, forever home 
for a 14 month old female German Shepherd - good temper-
ament, up to date shots, energetic.  Previous owner had to 
return to Lebanon and could not take the dog.  Also included 
is a dog cage for transport.  For more information, call Rod at 
519-630-0030.

QUIZ ANSWERS
1) Noah 

2) Kermit the Frog 

3) A beard 

4) Templeton 

5) Blaire General

6) The Jackson Five 

7) Tommy 

8) Spanish 

9) Captain Marvel 

10) France

OBITUARY

Wisternoff
Dorothy Wisternoff
Beloved wife of Harold 
Wisternoff for 67 years.
Dorothy was born April 30, 
1936 in Bulwell, Notts, En-
gland.  She emigrated to 
Canada in 1957 with her 
husband Harold.  Together 
they built a life and raised 

their family in Canada.  Since 1964 they have been 
residents of Perth County, living in the communities 
of Listowel, St Mary’s, Mitchell and Stratford.
She is survived by her sons Mark (Marianne), and 
John (Kerry), daughter Elaine (Danny), sister Mar-
garet (Spencer), and granddaughters Kaylee (Tom) 
and Heather (Daniel). 
Dorothy was a lifelong volunteer with many orga-
nizations, including the Canadian Cancer Society, 
Meals on Wheels, and Girl Guides.  For her ser-
vice, Dorothy received an Ontario Bicentennial 
Medal honouring Ontario’s volunteer.
Many thanks to Dr Anderson, Wendy Dunn and all 
the wonderful staff at Knollcrest Lodge in Milverton 
for their care over the past months.
Cremation has taken place and services will be 
private.  Memorial donations may be made to 
Knollcrest Lodge or the Canadian Cancer Society. 
Funeral arrangements entrusted o the W. G. Young 
Funeral Home, 430 Huron St, Stratford, ON www.
wgyoungfuneralhome.com 

THANK YOU
The St.Marys Lions Club would like to thank all of the 
businesses and people who sponsored and donated 
to the car show this year after a 3 year absence. It 
turned out to be a fantastic day and we had around 
110 cars, and we had a great breakfast and lunch 
provided by the Queens Inn, thank you!
We handed out 4 trophies this year:
Best in Show - 1966 Chevy Pick up - Gary Noble
Farthest Distance - Fort Erie, XJ12 Jaguar - Glen 
Crawford
Best Model 1970 or earlier - 1957 Chev - Frank Green
Best Model 1971 or later - 1971 Dodge Demon - 
unknown

Sponsors and Donators
Ulch Transport        Queens Inn

Harris-Greig Garage        Ashton Tire
Graham Energy         Kim Taylor
ANAF Unit 265        Ideal Supply

Flower Shop & More        Tim Hortons
Stone Home Creatives        Action Healthcare

St.Marys Golf & Country Club        Troyers Spices
Joe 4 Hire Lawn Care        Hitching Post

Guardian Drugs        Carpe Vinum
Dunnys Sports        Subway

Independent Grocery        Nanna’s Creations

Baking ✶ Produce ✶ Breakfast 
Preserves ✶ Youth boothsThe St. Marys Farmers’ Market

Strawberry season  
continues!

 
  

Saturdays 8 am to noon at Milt Dunnell Field
      
”

Connect with us for updates!
Thank you to 2023 sponsor National Farmers Union, Perth/Oxford Local

Dr. Michael Nixon and Dr. Karl Weselan

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later 
appointment times three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

Proudly serving the community
for nearly 20 years!

Please contact Norraine Galloway,
Your water treatment specialist.

519.871.8069
Norraine.galloway@culliganwater.ca

For Hall Rentals 
call 519-271-5343

Sun. June 25 - Morgan Henderson, Wartburg  $50.00

Mon. June 26 - Anne Roden, Seaforth   $50.00

Tues. June 27 - Mark Wolfe, Stratford   $50.00

Wed. June 28 - Je� Sager, St. Marys   $50.00

Thur. June 29 - Elaine Dufton, Thorndale  $50.00

Fri. June 30 - Scott & Carol Rachuk, Stratford  $50.00

Sat. July 01 - Katie Corey (Bossers), Stratford  $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
 www.fraserpaving.ca
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STRATFORD
Main store: 519-273-9330, 2954 Hwy 7&8 E | Outlet: 519-273-7453, 617 Douro Street

OUTLET
OPEN JULY 8, 9, 22 & 23!

PLUS TAXES 
INCLUDED

25%
OFF

Visit us at stratfordhomefurniture.ca and homefurniture.ca

Jim Fierling
Dealer/OwnerFollow us on:

Main Store Hours:
Monday to Thursday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.

OUTLET OPEN every 2nd & 4th full weekend

MADE HERE IN STRATFORD!MADE HERE IN STRATFORD!

PATIO FURNITURE FEATURINGPATIO FURNITURE FEATURING

MATTRESSMATTRESS
SpecialSpecial

MADE IN CANADA

SPECIAL MADE 
IN CANADA 

PRICING


