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By Veronica Reiner
About 100 Wellesley residents attended 
a town hall meeting about the 14 per 
cent tax increase during a town hall 
meeting at the Linwood Community 
Centre on Wednesday night, April 26.
The meeting lasted a little over two 
hours and was attended by Wellesley 
council members and staff. It was 
also livestreamed on the Township of 
Wellesley YouTube page. Some ques-
tions were submitted ahead of time, and 
there was also a question and answer 
period for attendees.
In January, Wellesley council ap-
proved a tax increase of 14 per cent. 
Homeowners face an increase of about 
$180 to the township portion of their 

property tax bill, based on an average 
home assessed at $389,000. Staff cited 
inflation  large increases in construc-
tion prices, greening measures and a 
service level adjustment as the rea-
sons for the tax increase. The decision 
caused controversy among residents, 
some of whom felt the tax increase was 
too high.
At the meeting, topics addressed in-
cluded the daytime timing of budget 
deliberations, lack of housing for se-
niors, a lack of transparency surround-
ing the process, the average income of 
Wellesley residents, long-term pro-
jections of the expenses and revenue 
of the recreation centre and Wellesley 
council’s spending in general.

Several residents asked in a pre-written 
question as to why council members did 
not take the advice of a Monteith Brown 
consultant report that stated Wellesley 
Township could not afford the recre-
ation centre, as well as why residents 
were not consulted about the recreation 
complex.
Councillor Shelley Wagner said that 
there were numerous council reports 
and public input opportunities related 
to the recreation complex. “The final
decision to move forward with the proj-
ect happened at a public meeting where 
a significant number of residents spoke 
to council, all in support of the project, 
knowing the maximum financial impact 

By Lee Griffi

A number of parents with children at 
Hickson Public School have taken to 
Facebook to raise safety concerns at the site. 
Last week the Gazette ran a story regarding 
what could be a potential issue with the sep-
tic system, but as one parent says, there are 
more issues top of his mind.
Bryan Weldrick, a former student in Hickson 
and an area farmer, says the septic system 
is what got him more involved. “I have had 
a hard time jumping on the overcrowded 
bandwagon that’s been happening at the 
school because until this point, I have never 
thought our daughter’s education has suf-
fered, even with the school being so full. 
But when I heard that, it was like, okay, the 
education is taking a back seat to her safety 
now.”
Enrolment has jumped from 395 students 
in 2012 to today’s 667, something Weldrick, 
a former firefight , says creates anoth-
er concern. “The other question I would 
like to ask, and it would be to (EZT) Fire 
Chief Scott Alexander, are there standards 
for evacuation times? I attended Hickson 
school, and there are no extra doors in that 
school to get all of these kids outside. I re-
alize there are portables, but I also know 
there are rooms that weren’t classrooms 
when I was there that are now being used 
as classrooms.” Weldrick believes the library 
is now a classroom, and the librarian wheels 
books around from class to class to hand out 
books. He says the lack of planning for the 
extra population has led to this point. “The 
students don’t have access to the actual li-
brary. It’s insane. I truly understand there 
has been an influx of people to the area, but 
my thought process to all this is maybe the 
schooling situation should have been dealt 
with before the housing situation.”
East Zorra-Tavistock Fire Prevention 
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the debenture would have on taxes.”
Wellesley village resident John Rose, 
during the meeting, asked what staff did 
to project the financial performance of 
the arena. “What did staff do to project 
the revenue and the expenses that are 
associated? Why was there no projec-
tion, and to this date, still no projection 
on the potential revenue and expenses 
of this on a projected ongoing basis?”
Mayor Nowak said, “It was impossible to 
prepare a full, accurate operating bud-
get for the new rec complex because of a 
number of variables in the operating and 
utilizing of the facilities.”
He said ice rental would be greater or 
current to the current arena, and that 
the degree of recreational programming 
offered is not known.
Utility costs were expected to be “very 

similar” to the previous arena, because 
although the new arena is a much larg-
er building, the HVAC and the electrical 
equipment are much higher efficiency
that the older buildings, and the new 
arena will be insulated.
In response, Rose said, “My job is buy-
ing capital projects. And I’ll tell you right 
now - if I told my boss it was impossible 
to project anything, perhaps I could ap-
ply for a council position. Quite frankly, 
that’s inexcusable for a $27-million proj-
ect that there’s been no answer put to 
paper in terms of projections.”
A St. Clements woman asked how long 
the debenture would run. Mayor Nowak 
said it was a 20-year debenture. Another 
resident asked how much taxes have in-
creased per month. Councillor Claude 
Herrgott said that the answer is $32.02 
per month.
A submitted question by a Heidelberg 

woman said that the Region of Waterloo 
municipalities approved the follow-
ing tax increases for 2023: Cambridge, 
4.74%; Kitchener, 4.8%; Waterloo, 5.45%; 
Woolwich, 8.68%; Wilmot, 6.88%; North 
Dumfries, 5%; Region of Waterloo, 8.5%.
She added that the City of Toronto’s in-
crease is half as much as Wellesley’s, and 
that the City of London approved a 3.1% 
increase. “All of these municipalities are 
facing the same inflationa y pressures, 
total compensation challenges and eco-
nomic headwinds as Wellesley. How can 
Wellesley justify an extraordinary prop-
erty tax increase of 14%, when the rate of 
inflation is 6.6%?
Councillor Herrgott said all munici-
palities face their own challenges and 
decide how they will handle them. “In 
Wellesley’s case, we managed to keep 
the inflationa y costs of operating the 
municipality to 4.43 per cent. When you 
include the 0.75% greening levy and the 

1% infrastructure levy, which we believe 
are critical to achieving our greenhouse 
gas reduction targets and infrastructure 
maintenance requirements, the com-
bined increase was 6.18%.”
He added that there was an overall staff-
ing increase was identified in June 2022, 
which increased that amount to 2.25%. 
Then, there was the rec centre deben-
ture of 5.46%.
“You shouldn’t have put us in this po-
sition,” said township resident Denise 
Sutherland. “I feel that you haven’t really 
answered people’s questions. I feel that 
you have answers, and I’m hearing the 
same answers over and over and over 
again. ‘It was a public meeting. It was 
discussed. It was there, you should have 
been there.’”
Mayor Nowak said that council would re-
view all of the questions that were put 
forward at the meeting.

Wellesley council gets earful about 14 per cent increase

Office , Geoff Hayman, says he is involved 
with the representatives from the board 
and staff at the school to ensure that all 
students are safe and prepared to re-
spond if there is ever an incident at any 
of the three schools in EZT. “This includes 
regular fire inspections at all schools to 
ensure compliance with the Ontario Fire 
Code, safety presentations for classes, and 
training for staff as requested.” He adds 
the fire code does not specify time limits, 
but the general goal is to ensure an order-
ly and timely evacuation and accountabil-
ity for all students and staff. “The schools 
are also required to conduct regular drills, 
three in the fall, three in the spring, to 
guarantee everyone understands their 
role.”
Thames Valley District School Board 
spokesperson Cheryl Weedmark says the 
wait for another portable has resulted in a 
slight disruption in the library. “There was 
a delay in the delivery of a portable, and 
as a result, there is a class in the library. 
The library is used by every class regu-
larly. The space is large and very amena-
ble to space sharing.” She is also confi-
dent in the school’s fire drill performance. 
“We practice fire evacuations regularly 
throughout the school year. The process 

is efficient and quick. The fire Marshall 
inspects our property regularly and pro-
vides recommendations as appropriate.”
One long-standing concern of parents 
comes twice during the school day – stu-
dent drop-off and then pick-up for those 
who aren’t able to walk or be bused to 
school. “I am so glad my daughter rides 
the bus `because I know she will get on 
it and get home safe. I had to pick her up 
one day, and it’s a three-ring circus around 
there.” Weldrick believes the biggest prob-
lem is that parents aren’t allowed to drive 
onto school property. “Parents have to 
park on the side of the road and then walk 
into the school to get their kids. There is 
a perfect circular driveway in front of the 
school. Why don’t parents park on the 
side of the road and one by one drive into 
the driveway, pick up their children, and 
then everyone can be safe.” He adds there 
are people who park at the ballpark down 
the street and walk up to avoid the chaos.
Weedmark says memos and reminders are 
sent regularly to parents and caregivers 
on traffic flow pre and post school. “The 
process is constantly being reviewed, and 
safety is always prioritized. Students are 
walking on school property as they load 
and disembark busses, arrive by foot or 
with guardians. Any vehicle traffic on the 

property would compromise the safety 
of staff or students. We encourage bylaw 
and police to continue to work with us to 
address any infractions that are occurring 
off the property. When the new school 
opens in Woodstock, this will permanent-
ly alleviate most of these concerns. The 
county and board are working together 
on other options.”
The new school is slated to be built at 
the north end of Woodstock in 2026, but 
Weldrick says that isn’t etched in stone. 
“We are in the process of building a barn, 
and it doesn’t always go as planned. 
It could well be four years before it's 
opened and there’s going to be that many 
more houses and that many more people.” 
He understands there is a cap on enrol-
ment in Hickson, but he would like to see 
the number of students reduced and done 
fast.
Despite his concerns, Weldrick wants to 
make it very clear he believes the school 
itself has done a tremendous job “From 
our perspective, the level of education 
hasn’t suffered. They have done a good 
job. Maybe some parents think differently, 
but for us, we are satisfied ”
Trustee and EZT Involvement
At the request of the two trustees who 

represent the school, EZT Mayor Phil 
Schaefer and Deputy Mayor Brad Smith 
met with Dave Cripps and Leeanne 
Hopkins recently. After two emails over 
two weeks Hopkins did send a reply 
saying as an elected trustee, she is not 
allowed to talk to the media on behalf 
of the board. “As per our board policies, 
the chair of the board is our spokesper-
son, and we will be following those pro-
cedures. It would be best for you if you 
would like a comment for your story to 
reach out to the chair or again to Cheryl 
Weedmark. We as trustees are well aware 
of the concerns and are working through 
the proper channels and staff to have 
them addressed.” Smith echoed Hopkins’ 
comments saying he was asked not to 
provide details on the meeting.
Septic Inspection Update
The Thames Valley District School Board 
has been given an extension from East 
Zorra-Tavistock after receiving an order 
to produce a report on the condition of 
the school’s septic system. “They are in 
compliance with the order at this point, 
and we expect to have the lab results back 
by the end of the week,” says EZT build-
ing inspector John Scherer.
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By Lee Griffi

The Oxford Provincial Police say there 
has been a positive impact, improved 
communication and coordination among 
hospitals and police services in Oxford 
County. They say it is the result of signing 
the Police Hospital Transition Agreement 
on November 24 in 2021.  
This has standardized processes leading 
to smoother transitions for patients appre-
hended by police under the Mental Health 
Act that require assessment in hospital 
emergency departments. The OPP say this 
protocol has also strengthened the work-
ing relationships between community 
partners. These community partners in-
clude Woodstock Police Service, the Oxford 
OPP Detachment, Woodstock Hospital, 
Tillsonburg District Memorial Hospital, 
and Alexandra Hospital Ingersoll.
The responsibilities of each community 
partner are outlined in the agreement, 
with the overarching goal of safe and time-
ly transitions of apprehended individuals 
in crisis. Oxford OPP Media Relations 
Officer Patti Cote says there have been 
several positive outcomes. “We have seen 
a decrease in police officer wait times in 
hospital emergency departments allowing 
for more efficient use of police resources 
along with a common approach to commu-
nication between police and hospital staff 
to ensure safe, effective decision making. 

“She adds the agreement has also helped 
to connect those requiring medical assess-
ment and additional resources and offers 
a compassionate patient experience.
Cote adds the biggest roadblock from a 
policing perspective since the agreement 
kicked in was COVID. “Because of timing 
and implementing the actual parameters 
that are outlined in it, essentially, that was 

the biggest challenge.” She adds that on a 
positive each of the partners were able to 
better appreciate the roles played in deal-
ing with people in a mental health crisis. 
“Putting them on to the appropriate care 
resource in the right place at the right 
time.”    
Police hospital transitions across Ontario 
have historically been a challenging 

system issue. “A person’s mental health 
crisis should never be about the system, 
but the person in crisis. The difference 
our services have seen since the imple-
mentation of this process has been a 
game changer for police, hospital staff 
and most importantly, the patient - whose 
care should always be at the center of 
our processes,” Oxford OPP Detachment 
Commander and Oxford Police Hospital 
Committee Chair, Inspector Tony Hymers.
Community partners will continue to meet 
quarterly and review key performance in-
dicators to ensure sustainability and im-
provement in processes and Cote is hope-
ful the agreement will be ongoing. “It is 
something that hopefully will remain in 
place for a long time. It was just a mat-
ter of getting all stakeholders on board, 
including paramedics and other peer and 
family service support services.”
Cote says provincial police have other 
resources available to improve how offi-
cers respond to mental health situations. 
“The OPP has done their best to get as 
many officers trained in crisis interven-
tion. I am sure you are aware we have 
our mobile crisis response members that 
are staffed through the Canadian Mental 
Health Association, and they are out with 
our officer . They have an impact on how 
we deal with calls for service that have a 
mental health component.”

The community partners in the Oxford OPP’s Hospital Transition Agreement. (Photo con-
tributed by Oxford OPP)

Oxford OPP says Hospital Transition Agreement a Success

The Maples Retirement Home is located in the small, friendly village of Tavistock 
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bathroom. Our all-inclusive rates include 
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also provide a weekly bath if needed, daily 
bed making, medication administration, drug 
ordering and receiving. Be sure to ask about 
our affordable, all-inclusive rates.
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about our Studio and Deluxe Suites in a comfortable,
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Come and join us and see what The Maples Home for 
Seniors Retirement has to offer. Call Joan Hergott at 

519.655.2344 to arrange a viewing!
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By Nancy Silcox
Retired Waterloo-Oxford teacher Jeff Ger-
ber has always been a fan of school spirit 
and the benefits of student participation 
in the learning environment. As a W-O 
student himself, in the mid-1980, he was 
the quintessential participant: playing 
sports, making the Reach for the Top and 
Debating teams. He was, in turn, selected 
as his graduating year’s Valedictorian.
“I loved my high school years,” he admits 
fondly. “And I loved W-O!”
So after university and teacher- training, 
when he was hired to teach History at his 
alma-mater Jeff was beyond delighted. 
The chance to help guide students’ learn-
ing experiences as he had experienced 
them himself was a dream come true.
“Guiding” at the front of a W-O classroom 
was supplemented by coaching sports: 
football, soccer, slow pitch and hockey. 
Student Council and Student Activities 
rounded out his mentor roles.
Outside the classroom, Jeff ran and was 
elected to Wilmot Council for the term 
2000-2003 and later from 2010-2020. 
He says that one of his most rewarding 
achievements in that forum was being 
part of the municipal council that directed 
the purchase of land for the Wilmot Rec-
reation Centre.
When staff retirements in 2011 gave Jeff 
the opportunity to move full-time from the 
classroom into Student Activities Council 
Advisor Director and Leadership teacher, 
he changed assignments. And did so, with 
an open heart.
“When I was a student myself, activities 
outside the classroom and forming strong 
relationships through them had been so 
crucial to my development. So I was hon-
oured to be able to pass some of those 
ideas and philosophies on to the next gen-
eration.”
Public speaking in front of groups—both 
with students and colleagues—played a 
large role in Jeff’s new job. Team building, 
nurturing valued relationships and con-
nections were his mantras. “I’d seen from 
my own perspectives as teacher, coach 
and in Student Activities how important 
they were to healthy growth of students.”
But, the COVID pandemic over the years 
2019 to 2021 turned many students’ 
worlds upside-down. Schools shut down, 

and isolation became a reality for many. 
And so the need for connection increased. 
“So many young people became lost 
during this time,” says Jeff. “Many suffered 
terribly.”
He believed he could help. So, as his own 
retirement approached in 2021, Jeff Ger-
ber decided to step up his public speak-
ing game. Connecting with the organiza-
tion “Character Strong” out of Washington 
State in the U.S. was a firm stepping-off 
step. (https://characterstrong.com. )
Calling itself an organization that “assists 
to create a school which is focused on en-
gagement, well-being and belonging” for 
students from Kindergarten to Grade 12, 
Character Strong programs have been of-
fered in all 50 states and over 20 countries 
worldwide.
“I’d been at a Character Strong presenta-
tion in California,” states Jeff, “and with the 
first slide shown saying: ‘It’s All about Re-
lationships, ’ I was captivated.” He signed 
on for training, eventually being taken on 
as one of the organization’s staff trainers.
After that, it was a no-brainer for the ar-
ticulate, passionate and enthusiastic Jeff 
Gerber to represent the Character Strong 
philosophy as a guest speaker at school, 
community and civic presentations.
He was in his element, and it seems audi-
ences loved him. Over the past two years, 
Jeff has presented over 50 workshops, 
assemblies and keynote addresses in the 
United States from St. Louis, Missouri to 
Los Angeles, California.
Subsequent membership in the Canadian 
Association of Professional Speakers and 
the Canadian Student Leadership Speak-
er Team has taken him across this country 
as well—from the Maritimes to the West 
Coast.
This writer (and Jeff Gerber’s former 
W-O colleague) asks the in-demand pub-
lic speaker: “And do your talks north and 
south of the border differ? “
“Not that much,” Jeff replies, “but I like to 
throw to American audiences a few Ca-
nadian jokes like: ”did you know that in 
Canada we only have two seasons? Winter 
and July!”
“They like hockey comments too,” he 
laughs.” Speaker Jeff Gerber is heartened 
by the reception he gets across the border. 
“Canadians have a good rep. in the U.S.”

“And are Canadian kids different than 
those he comes in contact with from Col-
orado to Pennsylvania?” this writer asks.
“Not so much as you would think,” he ob-
serves. “The desire for young people to 
know where they fit in is universal ”
He’s enjoyed the opportunity to travel, too, 
during his wide-ranging speaking gigs. 
One 12-day circuit in the southwestern 
U.S. allowed Jeff and his wife Julie to en-
joy the scenery in several states. “We did 
Los Angeles, north to Wyoming, Yosemite 
Park. It was fantastic.”

They are highly anticipating a speaking 
tour of the Maritimes provinces later this 
spring, as well.
And is retired teacher and New Hamburg 
resident Jeff Gerber having fun in his re-
tirement project? “For sure,” he responds 
good-naturedly. “But it does take a lot of 
energy. I’m always glad to get home.”
Jeff Gerber’s website is Jeff Gerber Pres-
ents: www.jeffgerber.ca. Its opening words 
state: “The love you give is the life you 
live.”

Where Are They Now? Jeff Gerber

Jeff Gerber at MacGregor Collegiate, Manitoba, in October 2022. Jeff Gerber presenting at Clayton Heights Secondary School in Surrey, BC, in March 2023.

FEATURE —
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COME CHECK OUT OUR 
MONTHLY SANDWICH SPECIAL!

519-655-2278
8 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock Ontario

Hours: Tues - Fri: 7am - 3pm | Sat: 8am - 1pm
FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS MEET EVERY 

FRIDAY NIGHT AT 7PM (FOLLOWING JESUS)

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff
As of Monday, May 1, Grand River Transit 
(GRT) bus services have been cancelled 
due to a strike. The conventional bus, 
MobilityPLUS and busPLUS services will 
not operate, but ION train service will 
continue. Customer service centres will 
be closed.
Both the Waterloo Region District School 
Board (WRDSB) and Waterloo Catholic 
District School Board (WCDSB) have 

issued separate news releases about the 
strike.
“We encourage any affected students to 
try to find alternate means of transporta-
tion to school, but those who are unable 
to attend will not be penalized,” wrote 
the WRDSB in a release. “Students who 
miss school due to the GRT strike will be 
marked absent for safety reasons, but the 
absence(s) will not count towards their 
report card.”

A tentative agreement was reached on 
Saturday, April 29. Shortly before 10 p.m., 
both the Region of Waterloo and Unifor 
Local 4304 announced that the agreement 
was not ratified and workers were now in 
a legal strike position
Unifor Local 4304 represents about 650 
transit operators and almost 90 skilled 
tradespeople, including GRT drivers, me-
chanics, service attendants, fleet mechan-
ics and dispatchers.

“The Region is committed to reaching an 
agreement and we remain open to discus-
sions with the union,” said the region in 
a release. “We appreciate that customers 
rely on transit on a daily basis and we will 
continue to update customers and resi-
dents with information as soon as it be-
comes available.”
Scheduling, work life balance and wages 
are all major issues for the Unifor Local 
4304.

GRT bus service cancelled due to strike

By Veronica Reiner
A 12-unit stacked townhouse resi-
dential building is being proposed on 
1060 Queen’s Bush Road in Wellesley 
Township.
A zoning bylaw amendment application 
is being put forward, and the applicant 
is listed as Bradley & Company. The pro-
posed building would be two stories (nine 
metres) high. An off-street parking area 
is intended to be provided to residents 
on the east side of the property, aiming to 
provide 18 spaces for the 12 units.  
Some township residents have already 
taken issue with the proposal - a change.
org position has been started by Wellesley 
resident Sofia Gorenc to stop the pro-
posed townhouse. As of press time, it had 
garnered more than 220 signatures.
“What may seem like an overall beneficial
thing at first glance, is actually something 
that will be detrimental to such a small 
town like Wellesley,” wrote Sofia  “Having 
this townhouse built will result in the 

degradation of residential homes, as well 
as the community as a whole.”
Other concerns brought up include in-
creased traffi , decreased property 
values, and noise associated with the 
construction.
The property is 0.185 hectares in size and 
currently includes a single detached, one 
storey dwelling, a detached two car ga-
rage and a small shed.
A public meeting to discuss the applica-
tion will be held on May 16 at 5:45 p.m. 
at the township council chambers on 
4805 William Hastings Line in Crosshill. 
Arrangements for electronic participation 
will also be made available on the town-
ship website at least 48 hours before the 
meeting. A final decision will not be made 
at this meeting.
Anyone is welcome to attend the meeting 
and make written or verbal representa-
tion either in support of or opposing the 
proposed amendment. For more details, 
call the township clerk at 519-699-3946.

Stacked townhouse proposed on Queen’s Bush 
Road in Wellesley

A photo of the subject property, looking south from Queen’s Bush Road as of February 1. It 
is located across from Wellesley Public School. (Photo credit: Arcadis IBI Group)

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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Mother’s Day Weekend 
at Quehl’s

MENU MENU

DINE-IN $22.95/PERSON + TAX

ADULTS $27.95; SENIORS $23.95; 
KIDS 6-12 $13.95; KIDS 4-6 $8.95 + TAX

KIDS 3 & UNDER FREE
BEVERAGE INCLUDED: LEMON ICED TEA, COFFEE OR TEA

MOTHER’S DAY TEA MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 

Saturday, May 13th at 11:oo am
Reservations Only

Please reserve prior to May 5th.

Sunday, May 14th at 11:00 am 
or 1:00 pm

Reservations Required

Homemade Scones with Devonshire
Cream and Jam

Carrot Ginger Soup
SANDWICHES

Cucumber & Cream Cheese 
Egg Salad, Salmon Salad

Cranberry Apple Chicken Salad
Assorted Desserts

TEA
Cranberry Herbal

Rheo Thompson Mint Smoothie

Scrambled Eggs, Hash Browns, Bacon,
Homemade Pancakes, Tender Slow Roast Beef, 

Roast Turkey and Dressing, Country Fried Chicken,
Butternut Squash Ravioli, Breaded Shrimp,

Mashed Potatoes, Local Fresh Vegetables and Gravy.
Cubed Local Cheese, Cured Meats, Heritage Salad 

Bar Recipes, Squash Soup and Assorted Homemade 
Desserts

519-655-2835  I  33 WOODSTOCK ST., S. TAVISTOCK  I  WWW.QUEHLSRESTAURANT.COM
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40 
YEARS

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff
New Hamburg’s John Kip won 
$1,666,666.70 in the Lotto 6/49 Classic 
Jackpot on March 11, after playing the lot-
tery for 35 years.
His winning ticket shared the $5-million 
jackpot with two other winning tickets, 
one from Ontario and another from west-
ern Canada.
“The ticket was sitting in my pocket for six 
weeks,” said the 53-year-old in an Ontario 
Lottery and Gaming Corporation (OLG) 
news release. “I went to the store to get gas 
and decided to check my tickets instead of 
waiting in line. I was in shock when I saw 

the prize amount.”
The father of two added he surprised his 
daughters, writing each a cheque to clear 
debt incurred from their education. “They 
had tears in their eyes,” said Kip. “They 
were so emotional. It feels good to be able 
to do this for them.”
He plans to go on a safari in Africa, take 
a family trip to Costa Rica, buy a new car 
and complete some home renovations. “it 
feels surreal. This win will make such a 
difference in my family’s lives,” said Kip.
The winning ticket was bought at the CNC 
Variety & Gas Station on Waterloo Street 
in New Hamburg.

New Hamburg man wins 
$1.6-million lotto jackpot

John Kip of New Hamburg won $1.6-million. (Photo credit: OLG)

Smile cookies at Tim 
Hortons in Tavistock

It’s “smile” cookie week all across Ontario until May 7, and the Tavistock Tim Hortons wom-
en are smiling all the way through. Money raised in Tavistock goes to support the Tavistock 
Assistance Program (TAP), with 100% of all smile cookie sales going to the program. Pic-
tured from left to right, smiling with a smile cookie at Tavistock’s Tim Hortons are Randeep, 
Ella and Rissa. (Photo credit: Gary West)
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COMMUNITY —

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM

8881 •• 567•7546

Now Celebrating

140
YEARS

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff
The Township of Wellesley is looking for a 
name for its street sweeper that was taken 
to the streets earlier in April.
They have created a Name our Street 
Sweeper Contest to see who can sweep 
staff off their feet with the best and most 
creative name.
The winner will receive a small prize as 
well as the new name will be proudly dis-
played on the street sweeper. More than 
one entry per person is allowed, and if the 
same name is submitted more than once, 
the first person to submit will receive the 
credit.
Residents are encouraged to submit 
names until May 10 until 11:59 p.m. The 
winner will be announced on Wednesday 
May 24.

The streets in Wellesley Township are 
swept once in the spring when all snow 
and ice have melted to remove winter 
sand accumulated on the roads. You may 
have seen it out in April, reaching a top 
operating speed of eight kilometres an 
hour. The streets are also swept again in 
the fall before the snow comes.
The street sweeper truck sprays water in 
front of brooms to help control dust, while 
the three brooms collect the debris. The 
Wellesley street sweeper also has the abil-
ity to be used as a hydrovac. A hydrovac 
uses high pressure water to cut through 
and soften the ground followed by a large 
suction hose that collects the mud and wa-
ter mix into a holding tank on the truck.
Names can be submitted on the township 
website at www.wellesley.ca.

Wellesley Township seeking 
name for its street sweeper

A beautiful day for pulling 
garlic mustard

The street sweeper to be named. 
This Nith Valley EcoBoosters (NVEB) team pulled garlic, dug some burdock, and removed 
coltsfoot seed heads on the trails of the east end of Schmidt Woods on Thursday, April 27. 
Left to right: Yvonne Zyma, Patty Clarke, Marlene Knezevich, Linda Lackey, Tom Knezevich. 
(Photo contributed)
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Bobin 
Mathew

General Manager

Jason 
Brown

Sales Manager

Craig 
Webb

Used Car Manager

Jordan 
Ritsma

Sales Consultant

Litto
Tom 

Sales Consultant

Shyam 
Sasidharan

Sales Consultant

Ben
Chester

Sales Consultant

Trish 
Millson

Fixed Operations 
Manager

Kenny 
Soobrayen

Business Manager

Muaavia 
Sani

Sales Consultant

Visit us at Stratford Kia

Sales Service Parts

We are ready to serve you at Stratford Kia!

2024 Kia Seltos2023 Kia Sportage 2023 Kia Forte

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

Road cleanup in Wellesley

Members of the Wellesley & District Lions Club, along with volunteers, participated in an annual road cleanup around the village on Monday night, April 24. About 25 participants showed 
up, including Lions members, their family and friends. It took about two hours for cleanup. “This is a yearly event that we always try to plan around Earth Day,” said the Wellesley & District 
Lions Club. “It was great to see all our younger helpers out doing their part to make Wellesley a beautiful place to live.” (Photo credit: Wellesley & District Lions Club)
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COMMUNITY —

London resident charged in Perth East
A London resident was charged after they were alleged-
ly found speeding more than double the speed limit in 
Perth East on April 23.
At about 8:02 p.m., police stopped a vehicle on Perth 
Road 119 in Perth East Township, after it was found to 
be travelling 121 kilometres per hour (km/h) in a 60 
km/h limit zone.
As a result, a 27-year-old from London was charged with 
“drive motor vehicle - perform stunt - excessive speed.”
Police initiated a 30-day driving suspension and 14 day 
vehicle impoundment. The accused is scheduled to ap-
pear at the Ontario Court of Justice in Stratford at a later 
date to answer to the charges.
Anyone with information about these incidents should 
contact Perth County OPP at 1-888-310-1122. Those 
who wish to remain anonymous can call Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477 or leave an anonymous online mes-
sage at www.p3tips.com.

Intimate partner violence in Perth East
A Stratford resident was charged by the Perth County 
OPP in Perth East after an intimate partner occurrence 
on April 19.
At about 7:22 p.m., police responded to a domestic dis-
turbance on Line 36 in Perth East. During the investi-
gation, police determined that one person involved had 
assaulted the other with a weapon. The victim sustained 
minor injuries.
As a result, a 43-year-old Stratford resident was arrest-
ed and charged with “assault with a weapon - spousal,” 
and “fail to comply with probation order.”
The accused was held pending a bail hearing.
Victims of sexual assault/domestic violence are not 
alone. If you, or someone you know, needs support, 
there are local resources available to help. One organi-
zation available is Victim Services Bruce Grey Perth at 
1-866-376-9852.
Stratford resident charged after two vehicle collision 
in Perth East
A Stratford resident was charged after colliding with a 
vehicle in Perth East on April 17.

At about 3:33 p.m., the Perth County OPP responded to a 
two vehicle collision on Line 34 in Perth East Township. 
Through the investigation, police determined that a ve-
hicle was slowing down when another vehicle collided 
with the rear of the vehicle. No injuries were reported.
An 18-year-old from Durham was charged with “care-
less driving.” The accused was issued a Provincial Notice 
for the offence.
Milverton resident charged after two vehicle collision 
in Perth East
One person was charged after failing to stop at a stop 
sign and colliding with another vehicle on April 17.
Just before 11:39 a.m., the Perth County OPP responded 
to a collision on Line 67 in Perth East Township.
Throughout the investigation, it was determined that a 
vehicle failed to stop at a stop sign on Line 67 at Road 
121 in Perth East and collided with another vehicle. 
Both drivers were transported to a local hospital with 
minor injuries.
A 45-year-old Milverton resident was charged with 
“careless driving.”
The accused was issued a Provincial Notice for the of-
fence.

NEWS BRIEFS

By Gary West
It was an interesting visit with a farm-
er last week, who farmed all his life 
in East Zorra township of Oxford 
County, who came across three editions 
of a paper (magazine) known as the 
“Farmer's Advocate” while doing some 
housecleaning.
Ralph Schwartzentruber found it inter-
esting that the three editions were from 
the years 1924, 1925, and 1926, and still 
in very good condition.
He felt the Farmer’s Advocate was prob-
ably a forerunner to what farmers read 
today as the Country Guide.
Published in London, Ontario once a 
month, the magazine covered various 
topics about agriculture that included 
dairy, poultry, pigs and sheep among oth-
ers, and included advertising from farm-
ers and companies selling what they pro-
duced, whether it was purebred breeding 
stock or animal products used on the 
farm.
It was interesting to note the advertise-
ments that featured local Oxford, Perth 
and Waterloo County breeders of regis-
tered dairy herds.
A couple ads from 1926, that were in-
teresting included “Silver Stream 
Holsteins”, owned by John Mogk and son 
of Tavistock, who were advertising regis-
tered service age bulls for sale by Silver 
Stream K. C. King.

Brian Mogk and family are still on the 
farm, as the fourth generation, whose 
father was Wilfred, and grandfather was 
Bill, leading back to the fully accredited 
Holstein dairy herd of J. Mogk and Son.
In the same edition of 1926, William 

Waldie south of Stratford in Perth County, 
was advertising their Browndale regis-
tered Shorthorn bulls from their fully ac-
credited herd. There were many more ads 
for milking Shorthorns and dual-purpose 
Shorthorns than any other dairy breeds 

at that time.
If the prices were advertised most bulls 
sold in the $200 range, back in the days 
when the dollar went a lot further than 
today.
Another one of the classified ads included 
registered Jerseys for sale from Prospect 
Farms of R.and A.H. Baird, south of New 
Hamburg.
There was also a classified ad. from E.K. 
Bock from R.R. 1 Petersburg, Ont., selling 
a six-year-old Clydesdale Stallion.
Some of the advertising included “bind-
er twine“ used in grain binders when 
“stooking” sheaves of oats, barley and 
wheat, and many ads for horse harness 
and draft horses for working field . There 
was even a column answering reader’s 
questions as how to treat ringworm, 
white scours in young pigs and even a 
question from a dairy farmer asking if he 
grew alfalfa, would his "hay loader" still 
work satisfactorily.
The afternoon was a lesson in some of the 
local farm history and how farms operat-
ed in the early years, before the advent 
of tractors, cars, and modern machinery.
As Ralph Schwartzentruber reminisced, 
you could still see how intrigued he was 
in reading and sharing with this writer, 
about how farms in the area have ad-
vanced to where they are today, that all 
started from hard work and humble be-
ginnings from years gone by.

Local Oxford County Farmer, reading and reminiscing 
with the “Farmer's Advocate” paper from the mid 1920’s

Retired dairy and hog farmer, Ralph Schwartzentruber, shown reading the interesting ar-
ticles and advertisements that appeared in the “Farmer's Advocate” magazine from 1924-
1926.

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

24/7 Service Plumbing 
PLUS Water Conditioning

519-748-1694Serving Waterloo 
Region since 1983
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CUSTOM STEEL FABRICATING
STEEL - Sheets, Structural

                 - Aluminum, Stainless

WAYNE ECKSTEIN
Plant Manager TEL: (519) 662-2820

wayne@waldorindustries.on.ca

WAL-DOR INDUSTRIES LIMITED
202 Bergey Court, New Hamburg, Ontario N3A 2J5

 

1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0 

519-656-2880 
 

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

Christopher W. Franklin 
Funeral Director 

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding regions 
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve. 
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By Veronica Reiner
The Kitchener-Waterloo Stratford Perth (KWSP) 
Humane Society rescued eight dogs that were found 
on the loose in Perth County.
On March 23, the organization responded to sev-
eral reports of dogs running loose in and around 
Mitchell in Perth County. The KWSP Humane 
Society animal services officers attended and were 
able to secure four dogs safely. Over the course of 
the following week, four more dogs were reported, 
secured and brought into care.
“We suspect all eight dogs are from the same house-
hold as many have similar features and are roughly 
the same age,” said Amber Gaynor, KWSP Humane 
Society Stratford Perth animal centre manager. “All 
dogs came in with dirty coats, some had matted fur, 
one was suffering from an ear infection, anoth-
er needed a dental cleaning, and all suffered from 
varying levels of being underweight.”
Almost all of the dogs have now been adopted, in-
cluding dogs named Dream, Maddie and Glory, 
while another dog (Faith) is still under medical care. 
However, there is one more dog available for adop-
tion named Hope.
“Hope is a gentle and loving dog who is always ea-
ger to please her humans,” said Nasreen, KSWP 
Humane Society spokesperson, in an interview with 
the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette. “She can be shy and 
nervous at times, especially in new environments or 
around new people, but she warms up quickly with 
patience and gentle reassurance.”
Hope is one-year-old and costs $400.
“We are urging people not to abandon their pets,” 
said Calla James, KWSP Humane Society director of 
community engagement and outreach. “We exist to 
support people and their furry family members in 
times of crisis and always encourage people to call 
us to discuss how we might be able to support them, 

whether through our pet pantry program, low-cost 
spay neuter services, training opportunities or sur-
render services.”
The KWSP Humane Society confirmed that the 
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) is investigating the 
incident. If you have information regarding this sit-
uation, please call OPP directly at 519-348-9700. If 
you’re experiencing a crisis and struggling to care 
for your pet, contact the Humane Society at 519-
745- 5615 (Kitchener) or 519-273-6600 (Stratford).
For those who are interested in helping out the 
KWSP Humane Society can do so in the following 
ways:
- The KWSP Humane Society is urgently looking for 
large-breed dog fosters in Stratford. Interested par-
ties must live in Perth County or Wilmot Township 
and can fill out an application form online at kws-
phumane.ca.
“If you are looking for a rewarding experience, con-
sider becoming a foster parent. Foster parents pro-
vide temporary homes to animals looking to find
their forever home,” said Nasreen. “Our Humane 
Society provides everything, including food, litter, 
toys, training where necessary, and vet care. As a 
foster caregiver, all you do is provide love and care 
to the animals. We encourage community members 
to open their hearts and homes to an animal in need 
today.”
-  With 50 dogs, 71 cats and 40 small animals avail-
able between both centres, the KWSP Humane 
Society strongly encourages community members 
to consider adopting. Please visit kwsphumane.ca to 
see all available animals or to submit an application.
-  Community members can provide a donation to-
wards the dogs’ cost of care, including medical bills. 
Donations are graciously accepted at www.kwsphu-
mane.ca or in person at the Stratford Perth Animal 
Centre, 125 Griffith Road  Stratford.

KWSP Humane Society rescues eight dogs in Perth County

Hope is up for adoption at the KWSP Humane Society. She is a little 
over one-year-old and is described as sweet, shy and affectionate. 
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Audrey Pitts

May 26,1941-May 5, 2022
In our Hearts

We thought of you today
But that is nothing new,

We thought about you yesterday
And days before that too.
We think of you in silence
We often speak your name,

Now all we have are memories
And your picture in a frame.

Your memory is our keepsake
With which we'll never part,
God has you in his keeping
We have you in our heart.

Missing you every day,

Love Julie, Larry, Meghan, Ashley, Emily and Jaris

IN MEMORIAM

SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR TO US!
Go to www.wilmotpost.ca or email us at

info@wilmotpost.ca or thewtgazette@gmail.com (200 words or less)

COMMUNITY —

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Programs each Sunday for children during service. 
St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.
St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road  St Agatha  519-634-8212  
Pastor Nancy Mann
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon discus-
sion. All are welcome

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP

N.H. INC.
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Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff
Crow Shield Lodge, an Indigenous land-based education 
and healing space located in New Hamburg, received 
$200,000 in the form of a community capacity fund from 
the Region of Waterloo.
The funding will be used toward supporting the opera-
tional needs and growth of this Indigenous-led organiza-
tion by employing staff and providing Indigenous com-
munity members with paid work for their gifts, knowl-
edge and skills to provide teachings, programming and 
create pathways to culture for the Indigenous community 
and opportunities to connect for all nations.
It is part of the region’s $1.4-million investment in 12 
community organizations, aimed at improving inclu-
sion and belonging for racialized and other marginal-
ized youth and adults. It is part of an overall $4-million 
investment this year to improve community safety and 
well-being that includes the region’s Upstream Fund and 
Community Capacity Building Fund.
“These leaders, organizations and groups work every day 
to foster inclusion and belonging in the community,” said 
Regional Chair Karen Redman. “Investing in their work 
will create a better community for all.”
These grassroots groups and organizations fill gaps in 
services to improve belonging in the community. Other 
organizations that received funding include:

- The African Family Revival Organization, who received 
$95,000 as part of the upstream fund and $30,000 as part 
of the community capacity fund.
- The Dope Content, who received $60,000 as part of the 
community capacity fund.
- Gizaagi’in Healing, who received $115,000 as part of the 
upstream fund and $30,000 as part of the community ca-
pacity fund.
- Hamere-Noah Kidane Mihret Ethiopian Orthodox 
Tewahdo Church, who received $60,000 as part of the 
upstream fund and $30,000 as part of the community ca-
pacity fund.
- The Healing of Seven Generations, who received 
$384,369 as part of the community capacity fund.
- Hope for Community Development, who received 
$50,000 as part of the upstream fund.
- Independent Living Waterloo Region, who received 
$45,000 as part of the upstream fund.
- Indigenous Poets Society, who received $70,000 as part 
of the upstream fund.
- Kaleidoscope, who received $20,000 as part of the up-
stream fund.
- Mel Brown Music Festival and Symposium, who re-
ceived $15,000 as part of the community capacity fund.
- Rhythm and Blues, who received $110,000 as part of 
the upstream fund and $94,483 as part of the community 
capacity fund.

Crow Shield Lodge receives $200,000 
from the Region of Waterloo
12 community organizations across the region receive funding



13Thursday, May 4, 2023The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

COMMUNITY — WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St Tavistock 

Office: 519-655-2151 

www.graceunitedtavistock.com

graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com

Online worship available on our website

10:30 am in person worship service

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK

Interim Rev. Hans Borch / 519-655-2372

Masks welcomed but not required

www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Jim Brown

131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,   
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship service.

Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
(corner William & Oxford Streets)

www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701

Wellington Street, Tavistock

stpaulstavistock@gmail.com

Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra

Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson

www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:

https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0

Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611

Email: office@tavistock.church

www.tavistock.church

May 4: Happy birthday to Drew Roth (14), Nicole Wilhelm (20), Bella Gin-
gerich (21), Abigail Hallman (22), Jay Schurink (22), and Alyssa Habel.

May 5: Happy birthday to Alex Zehr (7),  Tyler Bond (13), and Tatum 
Gaudun Gies (15) and anniversary for John and Joanne Gies (51st)

May 6: Happy birthday to Allison Wilker (16) and Gib Klein, and anniver-
sary for Don and Carol Mordue.

May 7: Happy birthday to Amy Loggan (22) and Grant Bronson (91).

May 8: Happy birthday to Lucas Benbow (11) Fand anniversaries for Stew-
art and Laurie Grant (24th) and Joshua and Carolyn Zehr (13th).

May 9: Happy birthday to Callum Adamson (9) and Rosalie Bender, and 
anniversary for Kris and Christine Ferguson.

May 10: Happy birthday to Peyton Christie (13), Alyssa Lupton (21), Alexis 
Anonech (21), Max Kalbfleisch (23), and anniversaries for Lyle and Susan 
Rozendal (48th), and Daryl and Angie Bender (26th).

Does someone in your family have a special day coming up? Let us know at ta-
vistockgazette@rogers.com or wilmotpost@gmail.com to appear in our Birth-
days and Anniversaries listing or to arrange for a special announcement ad.

BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES

The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1)Name the player whose name is on the Stanley 
Cup 5 times with 5 different spellings?
2)What is the capital of Sudan? 
3)Which blood type is a universal donor? 

4)Which globally-dreaded disease did the World 
Health Organization declared eradicated in 
1980? 

5)Who was the first American woman in space? 

6)How many pounds are in a ton? 

7)How many planets make up the solar system? 

8)How many colors are in a rainbow? 

9)Which astronomer is called out in “Bohemian 
Rhapsody”? 

10)Who sang the song, “My Way”?

Answers found on page 22

By Stewart Grant
Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the past 
pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 1895). With-
in this weekly column I’d like to share with you 
some of my findings
April 25-May 2, 2018 Edition (5 years ago)
Oxford County Public Health has received 
laboratory confirmation that processed deer 
meat is responsible for four cases of E. coli 
0157 in Oxford County and a neighbouring 
County. Oxford County Public Health received 
the first report of E. coli in an Oxford County 
resident in mid-February, with a second re-
port following one month later in March. A 
third and fourth case was identified in April.
Following the horrific bus accident on April 
6, 2018, where 16 members of the Humboldt 
Broncos junior hockey team died, a plea went 
out from the Canadian Quilters’ Association 
to Guilds across Canada to hold quilting mar-
athons to send comforting quilts to first re-
sponders, victims, and their families. Locally, 
Deb Eddy of Country Patchworks Quilts and 
her son, Adam, of Eddycrest Sewing Furni-
ture, along with Bonnie Wilson, Old School 
Line Machine Quilting, north of Woodstock, 
and many other volunteers have joined to-
gether to support the cause.
East Zorra-Tavistock Mayor Don McKay an-
nounced last Tuesday that on Friday, April 20, 
2018, Jeff Carswell submitted to Council his 
resignation as Chief Administrative Officer

of the Township of East Zorra-Tavistock. “Mr. 
Carswell brought leadership, stability and vi-
sion to our municipality, and those who have 
had the pleasure of working with him will be 
saddened by his departure,” the Mayor said in 
his release.
April 23-30, 2008 Edition (15 years ago)
Karl Bergen has reached the 100 units mile-
stone in donations with Canadian Blood Ser-
vices. He was one of a dedicated group of do-
nors honoured at the Eighth Annual Donor 
Recognition Ceremony held in London on 
April 3, 2008. Among this year’s honourees 
were four other donors from Tavistock who 
have given 50 or more units of blood or blood 
products in their lifetime to date. They in-
clude Thomas Currah, Darlene Nicklas, Eric 
Ruby, and Gregory Schwass.
A rededication ceremony was held on April 23 
for the new gymnasium addition at Hickson 
Central Public School. The $1.2 million con-
struction project includes an additional 3,200 
sq. ft. of gymnasium space for a total of 4,700 
sq. ft.
April 29-May 6, 1998 Edition (25 years ago)
Their sixteenth wedding anniversary will be 
a memorable one for a Tavistock area couple 
who won $250,000 on a lottery ticket pur-
chased that day. David and Alison Johnston of 
RR 2 Tavistock were the big winners in the 
March 28th Encore draw from the Ontario 
Lottery Corporation.

A public meeting was held Monday night, 
May 4th at the Tavistock Memorial Hall where 
officials outlined the proposed Amalgamat-
ed Police Service for the County of Oxford. 
East Zorra-Tavistock Mayor Dave Oliphant 
chaired the session with Woodstock police-
man Ron Fraser.
A special guest book character came alive 
on the weekend to welcome everyone to The 
Book Shelf’s grand opening. Clifford, the Big 
Red Dog, along with Brenda Bowman and her 
family, were pleasantly surprised at the sup-
port of the community and residents of the 
surrounding countryside when she opened 
her new store at 24 Hope Street West in Ta-
vistock.
April 25-May 9, 1973 Edition (50 years ago)
The provincial government has approved the 
formation of an Ontario Started Pullets Mar-
keting Board which will operate on a quota 
system. The new boards aim is to stabilize 
started pullet production in Ontario and will 
be headed by William Ducklow of Tavistock. 
There are currently about 450 started pullet 
producers in Ontario who annually sell nine 
million started pullets for egg production.
The Shakespeare Optimist Club was officially
formed on Saturday, May 5, 1973 at the Strat-
ford Coliseum when the past president of Op-
timist International, Norm Shipley, presented 
the International charter to the president of 
the Shakespeare Club, Gil McNeil.

The Old Gazettes

Are you planning a family celebration?
We accept all announcements - weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, new baby, etc.

Or are you looking to hire local people, or wanting to sell something or buy something? We will publish your classified ad.

For pricing call 519-580-5418 or email ads@wilmotpost.ca.
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By Gary West
Shakespeare is getting a little sweeter with the 
opening of CHOC Fine Chocolates, a new self-de-
scribed "chocolate studio," specializing in artisan 
bonbons featuring beautiful designs.
The business began as a side hustle for owner, 
Stephen Beaumont. He started experimenting 
with making chocolates as part of his previous 
role managing an ultra high net worth estate near 
Windsor, Ontario.
He explained that he wanted to do dinner parties 
and started producing these chocolates as an af-
ter-dinner nibble. He said that people loved them 
so much, they advised him to make more and try 
to sell them on his own.
Although Beaumont already had a background in 
the culinary arts, he soon began studying choc-
olate making, completing training with notable 
Michigan chocolatier Luis Amado. He also teaches 
hospitality courses at Conestoga College. 
Beaumont then launched CHOK in early 2020 op-
erating out of a certified kitchen in the basement 
of his Windsor home and selling to customers via 
online orders. Stephen took possession of the 
Chok studio in January 2023, and spent the first
two-and-a-half months installing the kitchen and 
small retail area, getting it inspected, and more.
After several years, living between Windsor and 
Stratford, Beaumont recently made a full-time 
move to the festival city and brought CHOK fine
chocolates, along with him, giving the business 
not only a new home in Shakespeare, but its first

dedicated production space.
Beaumont’s goal is to create chocolates that don’t 
just taste delicious, but also serve as pieces of ed-
ible art. He says “we eat with our eyes first  so I 
like to create something that’s visually appealing.“ 
He said “it gives me an opportunity to be creative 
both with what it looks like and also what it tastes 
like.”
He achieves his rainbow-hued chocolate designs 
using a combination of coloured cocoa butter, and 
Swiss chocolate, which encase ganache, caramel, 
praline, and other sweet filling .
He says he “makes his own filling , to be sure that 
he doesn’t use any preservatives or other artificial
colours or fl vours.” Everything is natural, accord-
ing to Beaumont.
Future plans include holding workshops, demon-
strations and pairings at the studio this coming 
season. The first workshop is on Sunday, June 4, 
limited to 8 people. Participants will make their 
own bonbons with Stephen in a hands-on class 
that lasts two-and-a-half hours. The cost is $99 
per person and makes a great Mother’s Day gift.
Customers can order chocolate on the website for 
pickup at the studio and also book for the work-
shop online. The website is www.chokfinechoc -
lates.ca.
The studio is currently open on Saturdays and 
Tuesdays. Whenever Stephen is there, he will put 
the open sign out, and customers are welcome to 
come in at any time to chat or buy bonbons.

A new "chocolate studio" in Shakespeare

Stephen Beaumont in front of his new chocolate studio named CHOK on 
7&8 Highway in Shakespeare. He can be reached at stephen@mychok.com.

By Canada Safety Council
Though the seasonal warmth of sum-
mer isn’t yet being felt everywhere in the 
country, there’s certainly no better time 
to become acquainted – or re-acquainted 
– with tips to keep you and your family 
safe during the dog days of summer.
National Summer Safety Week is May 
1 – 7, and the Canada Safety Council is 
calling attention to two potentially fatal 
summer safety concerns, with risks that 
can have serious consequences if left 
unaddressed.
Heat-Related Illnesses
Heat-related illnesses, including heat ex-
haustion and heat stroke, are silent kill-
ers. According to the British Columbia 
Coroners Service, an estimated 619 
heat-related fatalities occurred in sum-
mer 2021 in British Columbia alone, 
the result of what we now know as the 

western heat dome – the deadliest weath-
er event in Canada as of writing.
 As temperatures rise, and even more 
so in the context of the steady increase 
climate change continues to bring to 
our temperatures, it’s essential to take 
precautions to stay cool and hydrated. 
This includes avoiding outdoor activities 
during the hottest part of the day, wear-
ing lightweight and loose-fitting clothing, 
and drinking plenty of water.
 Staying cool could also involve taking a 
dip in a pool, but beware…
Water-Related Fatalities
The second summer safety issue of note 
is the risk of water-related injuries, par-
ticularly among children. Drowning is 
a substantial cause of death in Canada, 
with the Lifesaving Society of Canada 
reporting approximately 460 people fa-
tally drowning every year. Many of these 

incidents occur in lakes or ponds (34%), 
rivers (29%) and pools (9%).
Additionally, more than 9 in 10 drownings 
involving children occur during absent 
or distracted supervision. Parents and 
guardians should always supervise chil-
dren near water with undivided atten-
tion, ensuring that they have appropri-
ate flotation devices. In public swimming 

areas, they should ensure the presence of 
a trained lifeguard.
By staying aware of these important sum-
mer safety issues, Canadians can enjoy a 
safe and enjoyable summer. Learn more 
about these risks this National Summer 
Safety Week and remember: safety 
should always be a top priority, no matter 
how much fun you’re having in the sun.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff
The Township of Wilmot is looking to 
modernize its current noise bylaw, and is 
holding public consultation events to get 
feedback from the community.
“In the past five years the municipali-
ty has received over 300 complaints and 

inquiries related to noise in the Township 
of Wilmot. The current by-law should be 
updated to better reflect the needs of the 
community,” said Erin Merritt, Manager of 
Municipal Law Enforcement.
“I’m hopeful that through these engage-
ment opportunities we will receive feed-
back that will help guide staff and ensure 

meaningful changes are proposed to 
Council.”
Residents also have the opportunity to 
provide their feedback through an online 
survey beginning Monday, May 1 until 
Friday, June 9 at 4:30 p.m.
Two in person engagement events will 

take place next week, including one at the 
Active Living Centre inside the Wilmot 
Recreation Complex (1291 Nafziger 
Road) on Thursday, May 11 from 11 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. The second will take place 
on Saturday, May 13, also at the Wilmot 
Recreation Complex, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Stay Cool in the Face of Summer Safety Risks

Wilmot Township looking to update its noise bylaw
Two engagement events to take place at the Wilmot Recreation Complex next week

www.stonetowntravel.com

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL Where in the world Where in the world 

would you like to go?would you like to go?  

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel 

consultants today!consultants today!
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff
The Waterloo Regional Police Service 
(WRPS) is seeking a new junior chief for 
its annual ‘Chief for a Day’ contest.
The contest, which launches April 25, 
is open to all students in the Waterloo 
Region from Grade 5 to Grade 7. Students 
are asked to write a short essay describ-
ing what they would do to make a positive 

contribution in their community if they 
were chief for a day.
A winner will be announced on May 19 
during Police Week in Ontario.
“The police service looks forward to re-
ceiving essays from our youth and hear-
ing their ideas about how we can all work 
together to make Waterloo Region a better 
place to live, grow, and enjoy,” said Police 

Chief Mark Crowell.
Once chosen, the junior chief will have 
the opportunity to get fitted in a police 
uniform, tour police headquarters, check 
out the inside of a police cruiser, visit the 
WRPS canine unit, interact with police of-
ficers throughout the day, and participate 
in a media conference.
Essays can be submitted to police 

headquarters, located at 200 Maple Grove 
Road in Cambridge, through the WRPS so-
cial media accounts (including Facebook, 
Twitter, or Instagram), or by e-mail to 
publicinfo@wrps.on.ca.
Essays must be submitted by May 15 and 
include a name and contact information.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff
The East Zorra-Tavistock council held a 
meeting yesterday morning on Wednesday, 
May 3 at the Innerkip Community Centre, 
695566 17th Line in Innerkip. Here are 
some of the agenda highlights:
Council received information about ERTH 
Corporations’ Annual General Meeting.

Staff reports were presented. Some high-
lights were:
Roadside tree planting is underway in 
the township. There have been 197 trees 
planted to date. An additional 400 trees 
will be planted at the Innerkip Meadows 
storm pond.
Road grading and gravel application 
has started. Dust suppressant is also 

scheduled to start. Staff will be experi-
menting with spraying techniques.
Arena ice will go in the week of July 24.
The firefighte s breakfast at the Innerkip 
Fire Station will take place on May 7 from 
8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
The 2023 proposed draft operating and 
capital budget is in development, with a 

proposed tax rate change of 4.55 per cent, 
subject to change.
For more information, visit the township 
website or contact municipal clerk Will 
Jaques at 519-462-2697 extension 7825.
The next East Zorra-Tavistock meeting 
will take place on Wednesday, May 17. 

WRPS seeking ‘Chief for a Day’

EZT council meeting highlights

By Gary West
With the national volunteer week 
held between April 16 and 22nd, 
Stratford-Perth Rotary Hospice vol-
unteers were invited to meet at the 
Shakespeare Optimist hall for an ed-
ucation event and social gathering.
Mark Goden and Alex Allen, from 
Waterloo Region Hospice, joined 
the volunteers to talk about advance 
care planning (ACP) to explain the 
importance of having a power of at-
torney or “substitute decision-mak-
er” to make healthcare decisions for 
anyone in the event that they cannot 
speak for themselves.
Hospice Waterloo Region,  operates 
the “Gies Family Centre”, an 11-bed 
residence located in North Waterloo 
and offers palliative support services 
in the Waterloo Region. They have a 
team of volunteer ambassadors that 
offer education sessions on advance 
care planning, as well as other topics, 
as it relates to palliative care.
The large number of volunteers in 
attendance, represented every cor-
ner of Rotary hospice-including re-
ception, direct support, kitchen, gar-
den, and the one-to-one community 
visiting program. Officials stated the 
volunteers, who support the hospice 
residence, are imperative to the com-
fort and care the residents and their 
loved ones receive during their stay.

The visiting Hospice program sup-
port clients living at home with a life, 
limiting illness and volunteers' jour-
ney alongside them, navigating the 
ups and downs of living with a ter-
minal illness.
The one-to-one volunteer will fol-
low the client wherever their journey 
takes them, including hospital, or 
Hospice and support the family with 
bereavement. The volunteer is intro-
duced at such a vulnerable and per-
sonal time making the relationship 
they form with their client almost 
indescribable.
Rotary-Hospice, Stratford-Perth in 
their new facility, is available to those 
seeking end-of-life care and their 
loved ones at no cost to them. They 
rely on surrounding communities 
and generous donors to support the 
fundraising required to cover 50% of 
operational costs.
Rotary Hospice could not provide the 
same level of support, comfort, and 
care they do, without the community 
support and their 150 dedicated and 
compassionate volunteers.
For more information about Rotary 
Hospice Stratford-Perth and the vol-
unteer program, or the visiting hos-
pice program, contact Katie Jervis at 
katie@rotaryhospice.ca or 519-508-
4900 extension 730.

Stratford-Perth Rotary Hospice Volunteers meet in 
Shakespeare during National Volunteer Week

Volunteers at Shakespeare Optimist Hall recently, learning about advanced care planning and how it 
is an important part of programs offered by Rotary Hospice Stratford-Perth.

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR 

EMAIL ADS@WILMOTPOST.CA | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff
The Waterloo Education Foundation Inc. 
(WEFI) renewed their funding to local or-
ganizations that support student nutrition 
programs. On Tuesday, January 17, the 
WEFI Board of Directors passed a motion 
to provide $30,000, which will be distrib-
uted equally to community partners, in-
cluding Food4Kids Waterloo Region,, the 
May Court Club of Kitchener-Waterloo 
and Nutrition for Learning.
“The ongoing impact of food price infl -
tion impacts the lives of all in Waterloo 
Region. We are proud, once again, to sup-
port the work of these essential organi-
zations and their efforts to address food 

insecurity,” said jeewan chanicka, presi-
dent of WEFI. “Thank you to all of those 
from Food4Kids, the May Court Club and 
Nutrition for Learning who support our 
students and their families every day.”
These organizations will receive an equal 
portion of the funding. The services they 
provide to students and their families is 
instrumental in combating food insecuri-
ty in Waterloo Region.
“It is our honour to support the incredi-
ble work that Food4Kids, the May Court 
Club and Nutrition for Learning do in our 
schools every day,” said Joanne Weston, a 
member of the WEFI Board of Directors 
and Chair of the Board of Trustees for the 

Waterloo Region District School Board 
(WRDSB).
“Thank you to everyone who chose to 
Give the Gift of WEFI this past year, and 
helped us to continue to support these 
important community organizations.”
Food4Kids, the May Court Club and 
Nutrition for Learning will be able to 
continue supplying students with direct 
nutritional support. For our students, this 
means they will continue to be able to fo-
cus on their learning, without having to 
worry about whether or not food for their 
lunch was available at home.
“With the support of various communi-
ty partners, such as Food4Kids, the May 

Court Club and Nutrition for Learning, 
WEFI continues to make a positive im-
pact in the lives of students and fami-
lies across Waterloo Region,” said Nick 
Landry, treasurer and secretary of WEFI.
“We believe that these funds will sup-
port student nutrition programs across 
our Region and help reduce the impact of 
food insecurity that many of our students 
and families face on a daily basis.”
Sir Adam Public School in Baden thanked 
the organization for the donation.
WEFI is a registered charitable founda-
tion that operates through the Waterloo 
Region District School Board and is man-
aged by a Board of Directors.

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Staff
National Youth week is an annual cele-
bration that takes place from May 1 to 7. 
It recognizes and promotes the positive 
contributions of young people in commu-
nities across Canada while also providing 
opportunities for youth to participate in 
various events, activities, and community 
service projects.
Youth week helps to foster a sense of be-
longing and empowerment among young 
people, as well as encourages them to be-
come active and engaged members of the 
community while also building a stronger, 
more vibrant Wilmot.
“Celebrating our amazing youth is some-
thing that should be done every day, but 
Promoting National Youth Week and 

providing some extra special fun oppor-
tunities for the young people in Wilmot 
Township is something we are very proud 
of,” said Community Services Director 
Sandy Jackson in a release.
“Thank you to our dedicated group of 
local young people on the Youth Action 
Council and our recreation staff team who 
are providing opportunities for healthy 
social interaction and fun!”
The Township Wilmot’s Youth Action 
Council, together with Township staff, 
have organized the following week of 
events.
Monday, May 1 - Launch Party
Tuesday, May 2 and Wednesday, May 3 - 
Laser Tag (registration required)

Thursday, May 4 - Extreme Makeover: 
Youth Edition
Friday, May 5 - Family Movie Night
Saturday, May 7 - Outdoor Painting in the 

Park (registration required)
For more information about youth week 
events, please visit wilmot.ca/YouthWeek.

WEFI donates $30,000 to support student nutrition

Township of Wilmot organizes events for national 
youth week

BOOKKEEPER/ACCOUNTING CLERK
We are a mid-sized, well established general contractor/construction company looking to hire an Bookkeeper/
Accounting Clerk  that is a detail-oriented, an enthusiastic individual to help us manage our books.  Respon-
sibilities include:  data entry, MS Office (Word/Excel-intermediate/advanced) required, you will be the first 
point of contact, assist in all accounting functions.  
Our company is fast-paced, yet a comfortable family-style environment. This position will be in office, remote 
working when weather or other circumstances arise that a remote day may be needed. If you are a confident 
multi-tasker who thrives in a fast-paced, growth-focused environment, then this job would be a good fit for 
you.
Accuracy, confidentiality, and excellent organizational skills are essential qualifications for this position. The 
successful candidate will excel at customer relations and be able to communicate clearly with the team and 
customers.
Responsibilities
 • Provide accounting/bookkeeping functions/services with accounting department
 • Accounts Payable and Accounts Receivable (invoicing and collection)
 • Posting and entering data accurately
 • Prepare and maintain accounting documents and records
 • Prepare bank deposits, general ledger postings, statements and bank reconciliation
 • Reconcile accounts in a timely manner
 • Daily posting of key data of financial transactions in database
 • Provide assistance and support to company personnel
 • Reconcile/validate, track and restore accounting or documentation problems and discrepancies
 • Inform management and compile reports/summaries on activity in all areas of accounting
 • Other administration tasks that will arise from time to time/reception
 • Regularly update job-related knowledge
Requirements
 • Proven accounting experience, preferably as an Accounts Receivable or 
   Accounts Payable/bookkeeper position
 • Familiarity with bookkeeping and GAAP accounting principles/procedures
 • Competency in MS Office, databases and JONAS
 • Hands-on experience with spreadsheets (intermediate/advanced)
 • Accuracy and attention to detail
 • Possess analytical thinking/skills
 • Ability to perform filing and record keeping tasks
 • Data entry and word processing skills, well versed in English language (written/verbal)
 • Well organized and fast learner
Qualifications:
 • Post-secondary degree/diploma, accounting or adjacent field
 • 3 years of experience is preferred, general contracting experience is a definite asset
 • Knowledge of construction management software (Jonas) is an asset or equivalent
 • Strong organizational, analytical, interpersonal, and communication skills (written & verbal)
 • Ability to work independently
 • Intermediate/advanced Excel experience (Adobe, Microsoft Outlook, Word/Excel experience)

Please send your resume to employment@nithvalley.com
We would like to thank all applicants for their interest; however, we will contact the most qualified applicants only.

Pull behind trailer in Tavistock 

Noah Zehr wanted to show the Gazette his pull behind trailer that he takes everywhere be-
hind his bike in Tavistock last Thursday, April 27. Although Noah wasn't the original design-
er of the trailer, he is very proud of it and uses it to tow lots of cargo. (Photo credit: Wendy 
Lamond)
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*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

STRATFORD KIA – VISIT US TODAY!STRATFORD KIA – VISIT US TODAY!

2022 Ram 1500 Rebel

$66,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
906 km

4-Wheel Drive

2019 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$45,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
54,834 km

All-Wheel Drive

2020 Kia Forte EX

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
12,888 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2019 Ford Fusion Titanium

$32,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
47,216 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Nissan Pathfinder SL

$52,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
26,618 km

All-Wheel Drive

2020 Chevrolet Blazer True North

$44,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
11,504 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Sport

$55,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
58,784 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Toyota RAV4 XLE

$43,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
30,970 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Lexus UX 250h

$45,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
22,471 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ford Edge Titanium

$44,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
44,870 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Hyundai Elantra Preferred

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
44,825 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2020 Volkswagen Tiguan

$34,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
44,772 km

Comfortline
All-Wheel Drive

2020 Acura RDX Platinum Elite

$46,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,866 km

All-Wheel Drive

2020 Nissan Kicks SV

$26,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
22,569 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Tesla Model 3

$67,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
310 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

Bobin 
Mathew

General Manager

Jason 
Brown

Sales Manager

Craig 
Webb

Used Car Manager

Jordan 
Ritsma

Sales Consultant

Litto
Tom 

Sales Consultant

Shyam 
Sasidharan

Sales Consultant

Ben
Chester

Sales Consultant

Trish 
Millson

Fixed Operations 
Manager

Kenny 
Soobrayen

Business Manager

Muaavia 
Sani

Sales Consultant

Karaoke at Morningside in New Hamburg

Over 120 Morningside villagers came out on the evening of Saturday, April 30th to enjoy all the village could offer in singing talent. It was their first karaoke evening in over three years 
due to the rise of the pandemic.  A fun time was had by all! Over 12 people were in the rotation and there were some serious "pipes" right here in our midst! Martin Chambers booked the 
host and co-ordinated the event.  Afterwards he said "Where else can you have so much for $5?!" (Photo credit: Scott Dunstall)
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EXPERT ADVICE: How long will it take to heal?

The worst part about enduring an 
injury or having a surgical proce-
dure is the waiting game for your 
body to heal. This is a common 
question that patients ask when 
they are eager to get back to work, 
sport or general activities of dai-
ly living without pain. There are 
many factors that affect tissue 
healing time, such as; type of tis-
sue, blood supply to the affected 
area, extent of the damage, health 
status of the individual, medica-
tions and rehabilitation. Here is a 
general guideline on tissue healing 
times:
Muscle: healing timeline 2 weeks – 

6 months
- A muscle strain is categorized 
from Grade one to three based on 
how severe the damage to the tis-
sue is
- Minor injuries may heal quick-
ly, while severe injuries will take 
more time. At times surgery may 
be required which will also delay 
healing.
- No matter the severity, when 
muscle tissue is healing it needs 
to be properly rehabilitated to re-
model the muscle tissue back to 
proper function. This will prevent 
re-injury and improve outcomes.
Tendon: healing timeline 3 weeks 
to a year
- Tendons are what connect mus-
cles to bones.
- Tendon injuries are also catego-
rized based on time the injury has 
been present.
o   Tendonitis is the earliest form 
of injury (acute), where there is 
inflammation of the tissue but no 
damage, this will take approxi-
mately 3 weeks to 7 weeks to heal.
o   Tendinosis is when the injury 

was not addressed early enough, 
and is now considered chronic 
persisting injury, where there is 
now microscopic damage to the 
tissue. This can take 3 months to 6 
months to heal.
o   Laceration of a tendon is when 
a tendon is cut – this may require 
surgical intervention and can take 
5 weeks to 6 months to heal com-
pletely.
- For tendon damage, proper reha-
bilitation is crucial so that optimal 
stress and motion can be restored.
Ligaments: healing timeline 2 
weeks to a year
- Ligaments are similar structures 
to tendons; these connect bones to 
bones.
- Similar to muscle and tendons, 
ligament healing time will depend 
on severity.
- Mild (Grade 1) ligament sprains 
can take 2-4 weeks to heal, mod-
erate (Grade 2) sprains can take 
more than 10 weeks. Severe (Grade 
3) sprains are when the ligament is 
completely torn and may need sur-
gical intervention, these can take 6 
months to a year to heal.

Bones: healing timeline 6 weeks to 
3 months
- The healing time of bones can 
depend on which bone was injured 
due to size and blood supply; most 
will heal in about 6-8 weeks.
- A fracture that happens in larg-
er bones can take up to 12 weeks 
to heal, and will still be remodel-
ing and getting stronger for up to 
a year.
- A fracture in the hand or wrist of-
ten heals in 4-6 weeks, but should 
be monitored due to blood supply 
issues for certain smaller bones.
- There are three stages of heal-
ing for fractures: Inflammato y 
phase (1-2 weeks), Repair phase 
(the next 2-3 weeks), and the re-
modeling phase, which goes on for 
months after the fracture is no lon-
ger painful and appears healed on 
x-rays.
  How can you optimize healing 
and decrease the healing time?
1) Seek guidance – the sooner, the 
better. The common response to a 
minor injury is watchful waiting, 
which is actually doing your body 
a disfavor. Even for the smallest 

of injuries, the sooner you seek 
care from a professional, the bet-
ter your outcomes are. Injuries in 
the acute phase, meaning as soon 
as they happen, are significantly
easier to treat and get back to nor-
mal function. The longer you wait, 
the greater the chance that the in-
jury will be recurrent and chronic. 
Chronic injuries are significantly
harder to have optimal outcomes.
2) Follow your doctors’ orders. 
This means your medical doctor, 
chiropractor or physical therapist. 
The annoying exercises that you 
dislike doing are going to prevent 
you from dealing with this injury 
for a long time. The exercise pre-
scription is the MOST important 
part of any injury healing process. 
More important than medication 
and more important than manual 
therapy.
3) Maintain a well-balanced diet. 
Getting the proper amount of pro-
tein and vitamins are all essential 
for healing.
4) If you smoke, consider stopping. 
Smoking inhibits fine capillary 
blood flo , which is essential to 
healing.

By Melissa Hamilton

SPORTS —

By Lee Griffi

For the first time in team history, the Wellesley 
Applejacks are headed to the Schmaltz 
Cup. The final four of the Provincial Junior 
Hockey League starts this weekend, with the 
last few games in Woodstock from May 12 to 
14. The Doherty Division champions finished
off Glanbrook in five games with a 4-2 road 
victory.

Jake Clemmer scored the game-winning goal, 
his second of the playoffs, with just under 
seven minutes remaining in the third peri-
od. Before that, the Applejacks took a pair of 
four-minute penalties, one to Adam Hoff at 
the end of the second for head contact and 
the other to Austin Stemler in the third for 
kneeing, but they were able to weather the 
storm. Head coach Ryan Gerber says killing 
off the pair of double-minors was huge. “It 
was very big. After that, we regained momen-
tum and got back on course.” As for Clemmer 
and some other players stepping up their 
game and scoring key goals, Gerber says he 
wasn’t surprised. “Our depth has been our 
strong point in these playoffs, and as in any 
playoff series, it’s not always the top scorers; 
it’s the other guys contributing that is key. 
They aren’t always on the scoresheet but in 
all aspects of the game from blocking shots, 
getting pucks out, the penalty kills, all the un-
sung things.”

Dimitri Eleftheriadis gave the Applejacks 
a 1-0 lead with his first of the playoffs be-
fore the Rangers took a 2-1 lead at the mid-
way point of the second period. Alexandr 
Sutchin’s shorthanded goal and first of the 
postseason with just 35 seconds left in the 
third tied the game at two, setting the stage 

for Clemmer’s heroics. Chris Butler added an 
empty-net powerplay goal late in the third, 
his third of the playoffs. “I can’t say enough 
amazing things about this group of players. 
The heart, passion and competing night in 
and night out is what has gotten us to this 
point. We are very proud of this bunch,” adds 
Gerber. Wellesley outshot Glanbrook 32-21.

Now the Applejacks attention turns to the re-
maining three teams in the PJHL final four. 
Wellesley is joined by the Clarington Eagles, 
who haven’t lost a single playoff game, the 
Lakeshore Canadiens, and the Stayner 
Siskins.

Gerber says the remaining teams really don’t 
know much about each other. “That’s the ex-
citing part. We don’t know any of these teams 
and they don’t know us. Two weeks is a pret-
ty short timeline to try and get film on the 
other three teams, and video shows only so 
much. It doesn’t show the speed, how quickly 
plays develop. We use it the best we can and 
just try to get the guys focused and also to tell 
them to enjoy the moment.” The Applejacks 
have been on a tremendous roll to get to un-
known territory, but overall, Gerber says the 
break since winning the Southern Division 
title is a positive. “It’s hard to say. I think it 
was good for us to have a little break here; 
we have been going pretty much every other 
night for almost two months now. It is also 
nice for the guys to get some personal time 
in there. There has been some pretty intense 
and emotional hockey they have played. It’ll 
be nice to refocus and keep this awesome 
journey going.”

The one negative for Wellesley and their 
dedicated fan base is that this season’s final

home game and likely the last game ever 
played in the old barn won’t actually be at 
home but rather in Elmira this Friday night. 
“It is just really unfortunate we couldn’t fi -
ish at home. Firstly, I think we play so well 
in our barn, and secondly that it’s most likely 
the last game that would have been played in 
that arena. Also, the arena is so small com-
pared to many newer rinks in our league and 
the atmosphere in there is just unbelievable. 
I am going to miss that rink, that room, so 
many amazing memories in there. All of the 
coaching staff played for the Lacks in that 
barn, and Brock (Gerber, Head of Hockey 
Operations) and I played one year together 
as Jacks. We are going to miss it.”

Dan Roth is the Director of Recreation at 
Wellesley Township and says it was a diffi-
cult decision for the township to take the ice 
out. “When the Ontario Hockey Federation 
changed their schedules to have playoffs 
not start until early March rather than ear-
ly February, it put all these small municipal-
ities in challenging situations. This year’s 
structure allowed for two playoff series to 
be done before the beginning of April. These 
changes were made without a great deal of 
consultation with the municipalities who own 
and operate the facilities. For this season, we 
were able to come to an agreement with The 
Wellesley Applejacks to keep the ice in for an 
additional two weeks until April 15, and that 
decision was made in October, so we were 
able to put our Spring work plan together and 
budget accordingly for the extra two weeks 
of running the refrigeration system.” He adds 
an issue with the ice system led to further 
complications. “In late March, a brine leak 
was discovered in the refrigeration system in 

Wellesley. So, when the Applejacks won the 
Doherty Division, it put everyone in a diffi-
cult situation. The municipality did not want 
to see the Applejacks not play the conference 
finals in another facility, but we also had to 
consider the cost of keeping the ice in for one 
group and the potential impact on our spring 
operations. We also had to monitor the brine 
leak to ensure it was not getting worse. We 
were able to come to an agreement with the 
Applejacks that did not put an extra burden 
on our spring operations or our operating 
budget, but it was understood that we could 
not go past this round of the playoffs. The last 
game the Applejacks played was very likely 
that the last game in the Wellesley Arena and 
it was sure nice that it was a victory,” he adds.

Wellesley Applejacks Schmaltz Cup 
Schedule

Friday May 5 Clarington vs. Wellesley (in 
Elmira) 8:30 p.m.

Saturday May 6 Wellesley at Lakeshore 4 p.m.

Friday May 12 Stayner vs. Wellesley (in 
Woodstock) 5 p.m.

The four teams are then seeded with 1 
playing 4 and 2 playing 3 in Woodstock on 
Saturday, May 13, with the championship 
game on Sunday.

Notes… while the game against Clarington 
in Elmira may not be a home game, four 
Applejacks call it their hometown – Isiah 
Katsube, Jake Clemmer, Connor Bradley, and 
Owen O’Donnell… Katsube leads Wellesley 
in playoff scoring with 14 goals and 27 points. 
He was second in team scoring during the 
regular season behind Kyle Baker.

Applejacks win Southern Conference Championship 
to reach PJHL Final Four
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Pet of the Week
ECHO

Dogs that walk with their masters in 
Shakespeare are always friendly with the 

people they meet in the village’s side streets. 
Such is the case with Echo, a smart female lab 

crossed with a border collie. She is 11 years 
old and the pride and joy of Alana Respondek, 
who takes her for a walk daily. Alana says she 

enjoys the exercise as much as Echo does.

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by    
emailing info@wilmotpost.ca

SPORTS —

By Gary West
With their season now over, it was excit-
ing hockey for the U-18 Tavistock Titans 
Rep team this year.
In their final tournament in Barrie re-
cently, the team beat one of the top teams, 
Minto, who they lost to earlier in the year, 
but they outscored them with a final of 
2-1.
In game 2, they outscored and out-mus-
cled Ilderton 4-1. They had also been 
beaten by them earlier in the year.
In game 3 the Titans were in the 
Quarterfinals and beat Kawartha by a 
score of 2-0.

The team then advanced to the semifinals
and lost in a tough 4-2 battle to Clearview. 
They had scored the first goal, but had it 
called back. Their coach, Zac Berg, said 
“that killed their momentum along with a 
couple of tough bounces.”
In summing up their season, coach Berg 
said he “was pleased with the amount 
their team improved throughout the year 
and impressed his coaching staff.“
He said “it made his first year of coaching, 
very enjoyable and thanked the group of 
hard-working players, that really bought 
into the system that he and the other 
coaches had drawn up.“

A successful season is 
over for the U-18 
Tavistock Titans

The 2022- 2023 U-18 Rep Tavistock Titans. Front left to right, Alex VanKlaveren, Ethan Dam, 
Carter Otto, Connor Readman, Carter Roth, Nathan Brenneman, Owen Polisak, Zac Roth. 
Middle left to right, Assistant Coach Brodie Oliver, Head Coach Zac Berg, Asst. Coach Jen-
sen VanBoekel, Anderson Allan, Logan Rose, Morgan Brenneman, Jake Haus, Sam Owen, 
Cam Munro, Trainer Jake Wiffen, Manager Paul Brenneman, trainer Derek Hyde. Back row 
left to right, Ayden Wilkins, Connor Roth, Sam Jeffrey, Dylan West, Blake Stere, Brady Ray-
mer. Absent are Luc Dionne and Max Harvey. (Photo credit: J.L. Meyer)

Sponsored by:

Serving you since 1983

We will help you make anything

3504 Bleams Rd., New Hamburg ON, 
Bus: 519.662.1952 | Fax: 519.662.1941
Toll Free: 1-877-324-4445

• Millwrighting • machining
• custom fabrication • Portable Welding Services
• General Repairs • WelDing - tig, mig, stick, oxy Ac
• Welding- Alum., Steel, Stainless, Cast
• INDESTRUCTIBLE MAIL BOXES
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ACTION
AMPLIFIER
BARRE
BASS
BEND
BLUES
BODY
BRIDGE
CHORD
CLASSICAL
EPIPHONE
FENDER
FOLK
FRET

GIBSON
GUILD
GUITAR
HEADSTOCK
IBANEZ
JAZZ
LEAD
LICK
MARTIN
MUTE
NECK
PEGS
PICK
PLECTRUM
POWER

PULL OFF
RIFF
SPANISH
STEEL
STEP
STRAP
STRINGS
TAB
TAKAMINE
TAYLOR
TREMOLO
TUNING
WHAMMY
YAMAHA
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TRAVEL —

“Have you come to see the Ro-
dins, or the azaleas?”
The good news was, we didn’t 
have to choose. And the even bet-
ter news – as wonderful as Rodin 
sculptures and exuberant aza-
leas might be, there was so much 
more to enjoy, as well, during our 
visit to the Brookgreen Gardens 
in Myrtle Beach.
When you think of Myrtle Beach, 
you probably have one of two 
ideas in your mind – the beau-
tiful, 96-kilometer-long beach 
known as the “Grand Strand”, or 
the 90 or so golf courses in the 
area. 
But there is more – and one of 
the best of the “more” is Brook-
green Gardens.
Full disclosure – the Rodin ex-
hibition, featuring 46 of the 
sculptor’s amazing works, was a 
temporary feature at the garden. 
However, although the Rodins 
may have moved on, that only 
leaves 1,400 sculptures, by 300 
important sculptors, that are part 
of the permanent collection at 
Brookgreen. Five hundred and 
fifty are currently on display 
throughout the extensive gar-
dens.

So whether you are a garden 
lover or an art aficionad , you 
will love it here. And probably 
emerge after many wonderful 
hours as a fan of both.
Brookgreen Gardens came into 
being in the 1930s, the project 
of Archer and Anna Hyatt Hun-
tington. Archer had inherited 
significant wealth; Anna was a 
noted sculptor. Together, they 
purchased four former planta-
tions in the Myrtle Beach area, 
and founded what has become 
the most significant sculpture 
garden in the world.
I know – “plantations” is a 
hot-button word, and it should 
be. But I was impressed that the 
property includes an area that 
was, in fact, a slave village, with 
all the appropriate information 
about that horrendous period in 
history. There is no ducking real-
ity, here.
There are several elements to the 
gardens. The largest area open to 
the public is, in fact, the garden. 
There are also exhibition spaces, 
and the Lowcountry History and 
Wildlife Preserve, where the true 
story of the property is told, and 
where you can see native animals 
and birds – including a wonderful 
flock of Night Herons, one of my 
favourite southern birds. There 
are also excursions into the tidal 
creek wetland areas, via boat or 
ATV-style vehicles.
The gardens themselves echo 
the concept of British landscape 
gardens. There are perennial 
and annual beds, but the overall 
idea is big, really big, with large 
sculptures, trees, shrubs, and 
panoramic views.
While art might be seen as the 
primary focus here, the horticul-

tural aspect is equally strong – 
Brookgreen has been named one 
of the Top 10 Botanical Gardens 
in the U.S.
Guided tours are offered – our 
volunteer guide, Elaine Hakin-
son, was a wealth of information, 
and an enthusiastic fan of the 
gardens.
She told us that the reason for 
her unflagging delight is that 
Brookgreen is “ever-changing 
and amazing.” In fact, over the 
next three years, the garden will 
add an enormous conservatory, 
yet one more reason to visit an 
already spectacular destination. 
On a smaller scale, the sculptures 
in the gardens change a bit, too 
– between five and 15 new sculp-
tures are added each year.
Overall, the place is wildly im-
pressive. But it is the sum of 
many wonderful, unique parts – 
like the “Live Oak Allee”, a broad 
path under a canopy of those 
huge, quintessentially southern 
trees, well decorated with Span-
ish moss. Which, by the way, is 
neither Spanish more moss – it’s 
an air plant, a bromeliad. Tuck 
that fact away for your next trivia 
party.
In addition to so much art and 
such terrific gardens, there is also 
poetry throughout the garden. 
Archer Huntington was a poet, 
and works he wrote or chose are 
subtly displayed throughout the 
garden.
Some of the sculptures are beau-
tifully decorative, but others flat
out demand that visitors stop and 
contemplate the message. My fa-
vourite is called “Man Carving 
His Own Destiny”, by sculptor 
Albin Polasek. It depicts a man 
chiseling his own figure from a 

block of limestone – an image 
stating the need for us to carve 
out our own destiny. I was sur-
prised to learn that the life-sized 
work was donated by the artist, 
to Brookgreen.
One of the most impressive 
sculptures is entitled “Pegasus”, 
brought with considerably diffi-
culty to Brookgreen in 1950. It’s 
enormous – the granite sculpture 
had to be divided into three sec-
tions, each weighing 20 tons. It 
was created by artist Laura Gar-
din Fraser.
Elaine Hakinson is one of dozens 
of dedicated volunteers at Brook-
green, which also has a staff of 
15 full-time horticulturalists, as 
well as professional art experts 
and curators.
There are a few intriguing twists, 
when it comes to visiting Brook-
green Gardens. First, admission 
is relatively inexpensive – $20 
adult, $18 seniors, $10 for kids 
4-12. But here’s the trick – your 

ticket is good for seven days, and 
if you are visiting Myrtle Beach 
with your family, one day in the 
sculpture garden and another in 
the wildlife area would make for 
two great days out.
Second, although this is a garden 
– which might indicate that win-
ter would be the down time – the 
biggest nights of the year come 
during the Christmas/New Year’s 
season. The event is “Nights of 
a Thousand Candles” – and the 
nights sell out months ahead of 
time. That’s even though it can, 
in fact, get pretty chilly in South 
Carolina.
But people flock to the event be-
cause, whatever time of year it 
may be, Brookgreen Gardens is 
simply a magical place to be.
Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking en-
gagements, email pknowles@gold-
en.net.

 “Man Carving His Own Destiny”, by sculptor Albin Polasek. The Live Allee – Live Oaks and Spanish Moss.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Great gardens, spectacular sculptures, and more

By Paul Knowles

Pegasus, by Laura Gardin Fraser – a work of art weighing 60 tons!  (All 
photos by Paul Knowles)
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May 4th

Community Hymn Sing

Taking place at 7 p.m. at St. Mark’s Lu-
theran Church at 1123 Henry Street in 
Wellesley. With elevator accessibility. 
Pianist Diane Peters will play familiar 
favourites. Refreshments and fellow-
ship following hymn sing. Freewill 
cash donations to the Wellesley Food 
Cupboard.

May 6th

Tavistock Opti-Mrs Pub Night

Featuring Crackerjack Palace band, 
who cover songs from the Beatles, the 
Rolling Stones, Steely Dan and the Ea-
gles. Takes place at Tavistock Memorial 
Hall. Cost is $20 a ticket. Tickets avail-
able at Tavistock IDA and Tavistock 
Shell gas station, or by emailing tavis-
tockoptimrs@gmail.com.

May 6th

Family Event

Taking place at Zion United Church, 

115 Peel Street in New Hamburg from 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Food and bottle drive, 
contest, lemonade sale, book sale, Bea-
vertrail ice cream truck, games, obstacle 
course. Everyone welcome.

May 6th

Mannheim Community Garage Sale 
and Barbecue

Hosted by the Optimist Club of Mann-
heim from 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Optimist 
food booth will be located at 1506 
Mannheim Road. Bacon burgers, sau-
sages and refreshments will be avail-
able to purchase. Enjoy the hustle and 
bustle of the neighbourhood and shop 
for some special treasures. All proceeds 
from the barbecue go to the Mannheim 
Optimist Club to support local youth.

May 7th

Catherine Street Park Tree Planting

From 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Catherine 
Street Park. Join Let’s Tree Wilmot as 
they plant trees in the neighbourhood 
park, then move onto a second location. 

No experience necessary, but advance 
registration is requested. Instructions 
and refreshments will be provided. 
Register on EventBrite. Rain or shine 
event.

May 8th

Wilmot Council Meeting

Hybrid council meeting taking place at 
60 Snyder’s Road West in Baden at 6:45 
p.m. Also streamed on the Township of 
Wilmot YouTube page.

May 8th

History of Tea

Hosted by the Wilmot Horticulture 
Society. Taking place at the Wilmot 
Recreation Complex Meeting Room 
A at 7 p.m. Speaker for the evening is 
Bob Wildfong, Horticultural Specialist 
Teacher/Interpreter at the Ken Seiling 
Museum. He will talk about the history, 
tradition and fl vours of tea.

May 8th

Blood Drive

Taking place at the Wellesley Commu-
nity Centre at 1,000 Maple Leaf Street 
in Wellesley. Booking times are avail-
able from about 3 p.m. until about 8 
p.m. on www.blood.ca.

May 12th

Greenwood Rod & Gun Fish Fry

Taking place at 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the 
Greenwood Rod & Gun at 2596 Notre 
Dame Drive in St. Agatha. Fish, fries 
and coleslaw. Cost is $20. Dine in or 
take out.

May 13th

Baden Hill Regional Forest Tree 
Planting

From 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Baden Hill 
Regional Forest. This project is Let’s 
Tree Wilmot’s biggest to date - adding 
several acres to the Baden Hills Re-
gional Forest.  No experience necessary, 
but advance registration is requested. 
Instructions and refreshments will be 
provided. Register on EventBrite. Rain 
or shine event.

May 13th

Living Below the Line

Taking place at 2 p.m. at Crosshill 
Mennonite Church, hosted by Wellesley 
Mennonite Church at 2537 Hutchison 
Road, Millbank. Co-created and pre-
sented by individuals living in poverty, 
Living Below the Line is a stereo-
type-busting dramatic presentation 
celebrating resilience and hope. For 
more info, visit www.mcco.ca/events.

May 15th

Blood Drive

Taking place at the Steinmann Menno-
nite Church at 1316 Snyder’s Road West 
in New Hamburg. Booking times are 
available from about 3 p.m. until about 
8 p.m. on www.blood.ca.

May 17th

East Zorra-Tavistock Council Meeting

In-person council meeting taking place 
at 695566 17th Line in Innerkip start-
ing at 9 a.m.

Serving
Ontario

Agriculture
since 1966! 

family owned 
& 

Operated519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 
Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - MAY 2023

COMMUNITY —

By Gary West
The Shakespeare Men’s Club held their 
annual all you can eat taco night in the 
Shakespeare Optimist Hall on Saturday 
night, April 29.
It was the ninth year the men’s club 
have held their annual fundraiser. Club 
President Barry Nowack was again over-
whelmed by the community support 
where over 350 hungry Taco eaters en-
joyed the Mexican themed evening.

Many businesses in the surrounding area 
also took part by donating gifts and prizes 
for draws throughout the night.
The men’s club takes part in the annual 
field day parade in June, sponsors a Hal-
loween haunted trail and food drive in 
October, and sponsors the Santa Claus 
parade in December along with working 
with other organizations in the village 
throughout the year.

Taco Night in held in 
Shakespeare this past weekend

The large crowd that enjoyed tacos and all the fixings in the Optimist Hall Saturday evening 
for the ninth annual Shakespeare Men’s Club all you can eat taco night.

Show Us Your Wilmot

Each week, the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette will publish interesting photos from around the 
community. The inspiration for this came from the Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook group. 
This one depicts a red Trillium along Walker Woods trail. (Photo credit: Darryl Gingerich)
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SPECIAL SERVICES
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Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/
TheWilmotPost

Follow us on Instagram!
@thewilmottavistockgazetteWeekly Quiz Answers

1) Jacques Plante won the Stanley Cup 
five consecutive year , his name is spelled 
differently each and every time.
2) Khartoum 
3) O Negative
4) Smallpox
5) Sally Ride
6) 2,000
7) Eight
8) Seven
9) Galileo
10) Frank Sinatra

CLASSIFIED ADS
Wanted: Cash for your RECORDS and 
LP’s - Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks 
are of particular interest. Diamond Dogs Vinyl, 114 
Ontario St, Stratford - 226-972-5750

Prayer to St. Jude May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and preserved 
throughout the world now and forever.  Oh Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  worker of mira-
cles, pray for us; St. Jude helper of the hopeless, pray 
for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day, by the eighth 
day this prayer will be answered.  It has never been 
known to fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

RUN YOUR 
BUSINESS 

CARD AD HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or ads@wilmotpost.ca

Wanted
A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes. 
Phone 519-284-3774

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
IS AVAILABLE AT

New Hamburg
Thrift Centre, Meme's Café, Short Stop, Sobeys, 

Office Pro, No Frills, Mario's Chicken, Library, 
McDonalds, Tim Hortons

Tavistock
Double D's Restaurant, D&D Homestyle Cuisine, Tim 

Hortons, Hasty Market, Sam's Valumart
Quehl's Restaurant, IDA Pharmacy, Shell Gas, Library

Wellesley
Pym's, Schmidt's Bulk Pantry, Cook's Pharmacy

Schmidtsville Restaurant

St. Agatha
Pfennings Store

Baden
Tim Hortons, Circle K, Subway, Mars Variety

New Dundee
New Dundee Village Market

WORDSEARCH 
ANSWERS



23Thursday, May 4, 2023The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

LEGAL SERVICES

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Over 60 years of service / ECRA/ESA Lic.

10 Hendershot St. • 519-655-2461

CUSTOM CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths, 
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874
www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca
39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

TECHNICAL SERVICES  

Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

AUTOMOTIVE

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355

info@mohrconstruction.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

   JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

 

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

PLUMBING, HEATING & A/C

 

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
206 Ontario Street, Stratford
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.coldwellbankerfc.com

Res: 519-655-2548 
Bus: 519-273-4400

Independently 
Owned & Operated

PAVESTONE

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

EXCAVATING & MAINTENANCE

HEALTH SERVICES  

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
 

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
 RACHEL GRAHAM, RMT

 
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock 

 • Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
 • Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
 • Massage Therapy • Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford • 519-273-4404

STORAGE SPACE

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com

- Installation
- Sales & Service

- Residential
- Commercial

- Furnaces
- Air Conditioners
- Fireplaces
- Gas Piping
- Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

  210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

TRAVEL

Looking for listings!
Open houses at the new homes are
generating BUYERS for your homes.
“WE NEED YOUR HOUSE!”
 Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

New Single 
Family Homes

PLACE AN OBITUARY, IN MEMORIAM, 

CARD OF THANKS BY CALLING  519-655-2341 

OR EMAILING 

THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Please support our local businesses

Offering I.V. Sedation, Nitrous Oxide,
Implant Tooth Replacement
and Root Canal Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca | tavistockdental.ca

CONSTRUCTION

For all your 
masonry 

needs!

Cell: 519-274-3690
Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Specializing in stone & brick work
Brick pointing / Fireplaces

 chimneys

THIS AD SPACE 
COULD BE YOURS 
FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$12.50 A WEEK!
CALL 

519-655-2341

Colleen Zehr
519-640-9747

Colleen’s T.L.C.Colleen’s T.L.C.
by a Certified Personal  Support Worker

Services For Seniors

 sczehr@execulink.com

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1 2022-11-10   11:13 AM2022-11-10   11:13 AM

MAPLE SYRUP  

2023 MAPLE SYRUP
Call after 6:00 pm on weekdays. 
Anytime on weekends.
Call Carman Wettlaufer
RR 2, Tavistock 655-2627              
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 Tyrone is one of our new additions to the John 
Bear team. He started his career at a Used car lot in 
Kitchener and now brings over 10 years of 
experience specializing in the Used Car business. 

 He loves to spend time with his 2 daughters.  He loves to spend time with his 2 daughters. 
You may see them on the some of the local trails in 
Baden and New Hamburg with their dog Kaia. If 
you do, stop and say hi!

“I am happy to be part of the John Bear team. If you 
are looking for a new or used vehicle, we are here 
to help”.

 Cam joined the John Bear team in December 
2022 and has been in the car industry since 2013. 
He has lived in New Hamburg for the last 10 years 
with his high school sweetheart Alexis, their 8 year 
old son, and two golden retrievers, Harvey and 
Hazel. He inherited his love for cars at a very young 
age because of his father. 
 He also enjoys coaching his son's U9 Wilmot  He also enjoys coaching his son's U9 Wilmot 
Boys hockey team, classic cars and cheering on his 
favorite sports teams, the Buffalo Sabres and 
Cleveland Guardians.  

“I am excited to be part of the John Bear family and 
work in this amazing community where I call home.”

 We are pleased to announce Jason Cowie as 
the General Manager at John Bear New Hamburg. 
Jason has been with the John Bear Group for 11 
years. He worked in several roles across sales, 
financial services and was most recently a trusted 
member of the leadership team in the St. 
Catharines dealership.  Jason is excited to be 
moving to the New Hamburg area with his wife, 2 
young sons and their 2 dogs. 
 
 “My family and I are extremely excited about 
the opportunity. I look forward to working alongside 
 “My family and I are extremely excited about 
the opportunity. I look forward to working alongside 
the many groups and businesses in the New 
Hamburg area and making John Bear your trusted, 
reliable stop for all automotive needs.”

JOHNBEARNEWHAMBURG.COM519-662-1200

TEAM IN TOWN!

After almost 10 years working at John Bear as a Service Advisor, David Ross 
has been promoted to Service Manager. Having spent his whole career in the 

automotive industry, he brings a wealth of experience and a passion for vehicles 
to his new role. In his spare time, he enjoys hiking, camping and coaching his 

young son’s Timbits soccer team.

FAMILIAR FACE, NEW ROLE!

JASON COWIE
GENERAL MANAGER

DAVID ROSS
SERVICE MANAGER

CAM ROSEBOROUGH
SALES MANAGER SALES MANAGER

TYRONE BOND

100 HERITAGE DRIVE 
NEW HAMBURG

DEMO SALE
2023 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 

CUSTOM TRAIL BOSS
2023 GMC Sierra 1500 Denali

2023 GMC Sierra 1500 Elevation2023 GMC Sierra 1500 Elevation

$62,160 SAVE $2,300$90,104 SAVE $6,000

$65,320 SAVE $2,300$65,620 SAVE $3,000

5 Passenger Crew Cab; auto
Dark Ash Metallic; Jet Black Interior. Stock #0108-23

5 Passenger Crew Cab.; auto
Onyx Black with Black Interior. Stock # 0341-23

5 Passenger Crew Cab; auto
Sterling Metal with Jet Black Interior. Stock #0373-23

5 Passenger Crew Cab; auto
Summit White with Jet Black Interior. Stock #0352-23


