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RIVER VALLEY

It's ALL back
THIS WEEK!

Thursday - Wing Night
Friday - 9 & Dine for $39
Sat - Musicin Valley

with Roy’s Garage who will
also be headlining Heritage
Festival this summer! Come
Join the fun

www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com
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There was an amazing turnout for Saturday’s By-Donation Community Breakfast at

Milt Dunnell Field, sponsored by Happy Valley Family Health Team and the St. Marys
Healthcare Foundation. Pictured above, from left to right, are St. Marys Healthcare
Foundation Chair Cindy Bilyea, Dr. Tania Wilson, and Dr. Jon Schiedel. Local busi-
nesses such as Delmar Foods, Stonetown Supply Services, Lactalis Canada, Deviz-
es Cheese Shop, Perth County Dairy, McCormick Canada, Graholm Farms, Jack-
son’s Pharmacy, Tremblett’s Independent Grocer, and St. Marys Tim Hortons also
contributed to make the event possible. (Contributed photo)

Heritage Festival full of
fabulous live entertainment

A solid Saturday from morning until... Rotary Fireworks

The Saturday of this year’s Stone-
town Heritage Festival will be
chockablock with a variety of live
entertainment, much of it new to the
festival!

“The festival is just over a month
away on July 14 to 16,” says Town of
St. Marys Events Coordinator Alan-
na Bowes. “Saturday’s programming
will definitely be a highlight!”

COLDWELL BANKER

HOMEFIELD LEGACY REALTY
ST. MARYS, BROKERAGE

The intersection of Queen and
Wellington Streets will feature
demonstrations and performanc-
es throughout the day from Dragon
Breath Entertainment hula hoop
and fire artist, plus Nick Nets, a bas-
ketball net stilt walker, thanks to the
generosity of McLean Taylor Con-
struction.

Continued on page 2

Bike Rodeo to be
held this Saturday

Starts at 10 am at the PRC

Time for all the Moms and Dads out there to mark their
calendars. On Saturday, June 3rd the Optimist Club of
Downie Annual Bike Rodeo is going to be at the Pyra-
mid Center in St. Marys.

From 10:00 am to at least 12 noon kids will be encour-
aged to learn some of the rules of the road while riding
the specially designed course.

In conjunction with the St. Marys contingent of the
Stratford Police, every rider will learn intersection et-
iquette, obstacle avoidance, balancing technique and
get the opportunity to find out how fast they are in the
radar challenge.

For participating, every child will have their helmet
inspected for worthiness and fit by the great people
from Brain and Mind Matters Community Foundation.
As well, all riders will have the opportunity to regis-
ter their bicycles with Project 529. Read more about
this great initiative at www.project529.com>stratford-
policeservice. Every single rider will have their bike
checked over for maintenance and receive hot dogs,
snacks, gift cards and ice cream cards.

All of this is due to the continued sponsorship received
from the following companies: Ashton Tire, Cascade
Cleaners, Easy Lift Doors, Fraser Paving, Graham En-
ergy, Harris-Greig Automotive, Hearn's Ice Cream,
Ideal Supply-St. Marys, Neumeister Motors, Paul
Mathieson Insulation, Snapping Turtle Coffee Roast-
ers, St. Marys Building Centre, St. Marys Independent,
Stratford Farm Equipment, Stratford Motor Products,
Tim Hortons-St. Marys, Tradition Mutual Insurance,
Tremblett's Independent Grocery, and Tremcar Inc..
Some are long time sponsors and some are brand new
but the Optimist Club appreciates every single one of
them and enourage you to patronize these establish-
ments if you can.

Because of this great support the Optimist Club are
pleased to have the ability to offer a draw at the end
of the event for four $200 gift cards. The winners are
split evenly between younger and older riders. Last
year, there were a record 139 participants and they
would like nothing more than to see that record bro-
ken. Thank you from the Optimist Club of Downie!
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OPEN HOUSE: Saturday, June 3rd 1:00pm to 3:00PM

Contact Listing Agents: Emma James 519-619-3686 or Heidi James 519-274-2234

120 Millson Cres. St. Marys

New Price $859,900 | MLS 40390816

Spectacular Bungalow Home!
4 Bed, 3 Bath Bungalow with Spacious Open Concept Kitchen/Din-
ing/Living Room. Basement In-floor heating and Games Room!
Call for your private showing!
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COMMUNITY —

Heritage Festival full of fabulous live entertainment

Continued from page 1

There will also be skateboard
demonstration courtesy of Square
One Skate Shop and the Rotary All
Wheels Park, plus local musicians
performing throughout the day, in-
cluding young musicians from The
World's Coolest Music Store.

In addition to these feature per-
formers, youngsters can enjoy a
downtown Kids Zone, presented by
Trouw Nutrition. This area will in-
clude inflatables, face painting, ac-

tivities from the Town of St. Marys
EarlyON Centre, the St. Marys Mu-
seum, the St. Marys Public Library
and the Museum of Ontario Arche-

ology.

Meeting at the Lion’s Pavilion in Milt
Dunnell Field, the Upper Thames
River Conservation Authority will
lead a workshop exploring river life
at 10:00 a.m. The 45-minute work-
shop is geared toward children and
pre-registration is not required.
While at Milt Dunnell, be sure to

stop by the St. Marys Farmers” Mar-
ket between 8:00 a.m. and noon.

Milt Dunnell Field will be the
place to be the Saturday evening
of the festival, as a concert featur-
ing wonderful local acts takes the
stage, presented by Armstrong Pav-
ing and Materials Group Ltd. York
Street Thought Process (indie folk
duo) open the show, followed by
The Bone Radlers (folk duo); Roy’s
Garage (classic rock band) will per-
form as the sun sets.

As per tradition, the Rotary Fire-
works will light up the sky come
dusk (approximately 10:00 p.m.).
Similar to New Year’s Eve, the fire-
works will be set off from the Grand
Trunk trestle, and St. Marys Rotar-
ians will be roaming the area with
donation buckets to help offset the
cost of the display.

The full festival schedule is avail-
able at www.discoverstmarys.ca/fes-
tival; watch for more details as the
dates approach!

St. Marys Imagination Library making incredible strides

Eighteen months after starting the
St. Marys Imagination Library, a free
book gifting program for young chil-
dren, Dennis DesRosier and Chan-
tal Lynch recently provided an up-
date on the fantastic progress made
to date. The update reads as follows:

“We have all good news, indeed
great news.

First, we are coming up on distribut-
ing our first 2,000 free books to chil-
dren under five years old who live in
the N4X postal code.

Second, our initial goal was 300 chil-
dren registered and the Dolly Parton
movement (the imagination library
movement was started by her) told
us it would take about five years to
reach our goal. This community did
it in five weeks. What a great com-
munity:.

Third, we have had close to 100 chil-
dren "graduate" from the program
which happens after a child turns
five years old.

Fourth, despite those graduating, we
still have close to 300 children reg-
istered. Chantal and I carry around
bookmarks and give them to anyone
we see with a young child and about
two out of three have never heard
about our program. So, we have
work to do.

We have a few requests:

First, we would like to ask this group
to help us find children in N4X who

are not registered. According to the
census we believe there are about
400 children eligible in our area. If
you have a friend, neighbour, rela-
tive or like the two of us, see some-
one pushing a pram tell them to go
to our website and read about the
program and to register their child.

Just google St. Marys Imagination
Library and all the relevant infor-
mation is there.

Second, we would like to hear your
stories if you have a child on the
program. Just post them on our
website (www.stmarysimagination-
library.com). For instance, what is
your child's favourite book? Has
the program got them interested in
reading? Do you now read to your
child more often?

Dolly Parton’s parents were illiter-
ate and that is why she started this
program which now supplies mil-
lions of free books to children inter-
nationally. She would love to know
your child's story.

And finally, although the program is
free, we would like you to consider
a tax-deductible donation. We set
it up as an Endowment which will
fund the program in perpetuity once
we reach our goal. I (Dennis) start-
ed the endowment with a $100,000
contribution, and Chantal and I
have raised about another $50,000
so we are halfway to our $300,000
goal. In addition, to let the endow-

7 Day Forecast - Weather Sponsored by m TeHITCHING POST &,
Wednesday Thursday  Friday Saturday  Sunday Monday  Tuesday
May-31st June-i1st June-2nd June-3rd June-4th June-5th June-6th
Sunny Sunny Sun/cloud Potential showers Mainly sunny Sun/cloud Potential showers

oC oC oC oC - oC oC oC
Feels Like Feels Like Feels Like Feels Like Feels Like Feels Like Feels Like
32 32 34 31 28 28 21

ment grow, rather than use money
from the Endowment, the two of us
just pay for the books each month
which is about $1,200 a month.

And we will continue to do this until
the endowment is self sustainable,
but we need help to reach our goal.
If you think about it, $1,200 a month
for 300 books is a pretty good deal.

It costs about $500 to provide a child
with books for the full five years,
so you could sponsor a child!! Or if
you feel very generous, you could
pay for a month! If you work in St.
Marys, ask your employer to make
a contribution: $5,000 for a compa-
ny should be very doable for them
and any contribution (corporate or
personal) can be made monthly un-

- .
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til you reach the amount you want
to donate.

And we have made it very simple.
Just go to the donation page on our
website, www.stmarysimagination-
library.com/donate-online. Or just
google St. Marys Imagination Li-
brary and all the relevant informa-
tion is there.

But first and foremost, help Chan-
tal and I find those children in St.
Marys who are NOT on the program.

By the way Chantal has free book-
marks at her store downtown. Stop
in and say hello and pick some up to
give to anyone who wants to register
a child and/or to your employer and
fellow employees. We can do this!"

Unit 1, 60 Water Street South
St. Marys, ON.
ph: 519.284.4448

TFSAs

1yr- 5.02%
3 yr- 4.83%
5yr-4.59*

INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO REVIEWS - CALL TODAY

Jeff Swan
BRE.CFP

www.sfonetownfi

PROVIDING SOLUTIONS TO MEET YOUR ESTATE, FINANCIAL & RETIREMENT NEEDS!

Julie Swan
Dffice Manager

Cheryl Campbell, CFP
Life Insurance Specialist

nancial.com
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COMMUNITY —
A Strong Foundation

These members of the St. Marys Healthcare Foundation were among the many
who donated their time in making Saturday’s Community Breakfast at Milt Dunnell
Field a great success. Pictured from left to right: Bernice De Decker (Communica-
tions), Amanda McCurdy (Vice Chair), Erin Reynolds (Director) and Pat Craigmile
(Director). (Contributed photo)

LIFE IS BETTER WITH QUADRO'S
RELIABLE, LOCAL INTERNET

O

Vol TUA LA TY

HEALTH & FITMHNESS

Studio
pening Saturday June 3

9am- $5 class
10am-Noon- Open House
Noon- $5 class

Ipm-3pm- Open House
www.vitalityhealthandfitness.org

Join a class (go to: Book a Class on
the website) or drop-in and see

what we've been up to.

INTERNET &

$64-95

CALL TO SWITCH TODAY!
SUADRL  sooxeceos:

TELECOM DONE RIGHT SINCE 1924 www.quad ro.net
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EDITORIAL —

locally

By Stewart Grant

Pride Month has officially been around
for a long time (originating after the
Stonewall riots of 1969), but cer-
tainly in recent years, recognition of
Pride Month has grown considerably
in scope and in scale. This is a posi-
tive sign that our society is becoming
more inclusive, and its pretty obvious
to most that we have come a long way
compared to where we used to be.

Stratford-Perth Pride is a local organi-
zation that, since 2017, has done much
to support attitudes of inclusion and
acceptance, including many events that
are taking place this month. Per their
website, www.stratfordperthpride.com,
they are a “non-profit organization
that provides 2SLGBTQIA+ program-
ming, resources and education to make
Stratford, St. Marys and Perth County a
more welcoming, accepting and inclu-
sive community.”

Education is part of Pride Month - so if
you're like me, you might have known
what LGBTQ stood for, but haven't
kept up to know 2SLGBTQIA+. So, I've
Googled it for you: it is an acronym
for Two-Spirit, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Queer and/or Question-
ing, Intersex, Asexual, and the plus
sign reflects the countless affirma-
tive ways in which people choose to
self-identify.

In general, just be accepting of people
regardless of how they choose to iden-
tify. Seems easy enough!

Back to local events... the first thing
you will notice as we enter Pride Month
is the nice added touch of colour in the
community. Last week in Stratford,
thanks to the efforts of Stratford-Perth
Pride, Sirkel Foods, and to many other

Pride Month well supported

community members and businesses,
the Rainbow Crosswalk near City Hall
was redone and looks better than ever.
In St. Marys, the Town will again install
various banner flags throughout the
downtown core to emphasize that the
Stonetown is a welcoming community.
The banners look fantastic as well.

This Sunday, June 4th, the Perth Coun-
ty Pride March (formerly the Stratford
Pride Parade) will take place at 1 p.m.,
with the 1.5km walking route going
from Tom Patterson Theatre to Upper
Queen’s Park.

The following Sunday, June 11th, the
2nd Annual St. Marys Pride Day will
take place at Milt Dunnell Park. There
will be live music, vendors, food trucks,
a kids’ play area, and a Drag Storytime
taking place at 2:00 p.m.

In summary, there’s many ways locally
to participate in Pride Month in what-
ever capacity you choose to. I think we
should be thankful that our commu-
nity continues to evolve in a positive,
accepting way:.

Unfortunately, this is not the case ev-
erywhere... again, in the spirit of “ed-
ucation”, I encourage you to take note
of what is currently happening in the
State of Florida where GOP Presiden-
tial candidate Ron DeSantis is cur-
rently governor and where significant
anti-LGBTQ legislation has been re-
cently passed. As we generally move
forward here in Canada, Florida is
among the states travelling backwards
in a very troubling way and hopefully
things don’t deteriorate further south
of border. This is all the more reason to
appreciate and to celebrate the inclu-
siveness that we have here in our local
community.

Overheard at the Coffee Shep

Proudly sponsored by: [11, /%dc’ms.

in St. Marys

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON « (519) 284-4555

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others?
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title
"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Bravo

We have one Bravo this week.

Bravo to the Town Council for
making the correct decision
re:Pride Flags and religious flags.
The arguments made by Kittmer
in the report submitted to Council
were clear and cogent. The Town's
adoption of the draft Commemo-
ration Policy should make it clear
that St Marys is a town that em-
braces and promotes diversity, eq-
uity and inclusion.

Boo

We have one Boo this week.

Boo to the Town for not includ-
ing Huron Street to be included
in the recent Community Safe-
ty Zone. Both Huron Street and
James Street are equally close to
both schools, the difference be-
ing James Street is a Community
Safety Zone and Huron Street is
not. Wellington Street and Thom-
as Street have Community Safety
Zones but no schools.

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Quote of the Week

victory this week.

“On behalf of the Government of Canada, I congratulate Danielle
Smith and the United Conservative Party of Alberta on their re-
election. I look forward to continuing to work with Premier Smith and
the provincial government to deliver results for Albertans — including
growing the economy, creating good jobs for the middle class.”

- Justin Trudeau congratulating Danielle Smith after her election

Info@stmarysindependent.com
Phone: 519.284.0041
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RADAR #4C

AUTO PARTS was—
395 Queen Street West

Today’s mighty oak is
just yesterday’s nut
that held its ground

Middle age is when
broadness of the mind
and narrowness of the

waist change places.

The only exercise
some people get is
jumping to conclusions,
running down their
friends, side-stepping
responsibility, and
pushing their luck.

We make a living by
what we get, but we
make a life by what we
give.




St. Marys Independent

Thursday, June 1, 2023

COMMUNITY —

19th annual 'Create a
Smlle 5km walk

The 19th annual 5km walk for ‘Create A Smlle in association with Community Liv-
ing St. Marys and area was held on Sunday, May 28th 2-4pm at Milt Dunnell Field.
There was a silent auction and you could create your own team. Donations to the
Create a Smile Fund were done through their website. Over 100 people were in
attendance along with employees of the Community Living and many volunteers.
Altogether over $21,000 was raised. Thank you to everyone who made this year's
event a huge success once again. (Nancy Bickell photo)

Little Falls Public School Says

“THANKY

We would like to acknowledge the many businesses that donated to the Carnival.
Thank you for supporting the students and for your community spirit!

* 168 Spa

* Avon Foster Family Services

* Betty’s Bookshelf

+ Campbell’s Canteen Food Truck
+ Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame
+ Chocolate Factory

+ Custom Covers

+ Delmar Foods

+ Jacobs Liquidation

+ Little Caesars

+ Little Falls Car Wash
+ Lyric Flowers

» MacPhearson Barber
* Marine Land

* McDonald’s

* New Orleans Pizza

+ Square One Skate Shop

+ St. Marys Golf & Country Club
+ St. Marys Lincolns

+ St. Marys Minor Soccer

+ St. Marys Ringette

+ St. Marys Bowling

+ Stone Home Creatives

+ Stonetown Cheese

* Dunny’s + Nina Polidoro Photography + Subway

* Farmly + O'Grady’s + Sunset Diner

+ Finnie Distributing * Paint & Palette * The Flower Shop & More

* Foodland St. Marys * Pet Value + The Stonetown Barber

* Four Happy Restaurant + Porsche of London + Thomson Martial Arts & Fitness
* Green Haven Bakery * Revive + Tim Horton's

* Hairitage + Sam’s Home Hardware + Tito’s Pizza

+ Savile Construction

+ Sensations

+ SMMHA 7U Program
* Snapping Turtle

+ Town & Country Cheese Shop

« Troyer’s Spices

* Tupperware - Denise Spense

+ Vitality Health & Fitness

* Your Independent Grocer St. Marys
+ Zenfire Pottery

+ Harris Greig Automotive
* Hearn’s Ice Cream

* Hitching Post

* Hubbard Pharmacy

* Into The Wild

+ Jackson’s Pharmacy ’

How 1o LisTEN TO ST. MARYS RADIO

Step |. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
2. Click play on the online player
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STONETOWN
CRIER

The latest municipal news
from the Town of St. Marys

HERITAGE FESTIVAL 2023

This year’'s Stonetown Heritage Festival
takes place on July 14 to 16 and features
family-friendly activities, diverse food
options, vendor's market, live music and
dance and a fireworks show.

discoverstmarys.ca/festival

SHOWER PROGRAM
Tuesdays, 9 AM -1 PM | Pyramid Centre

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private,
secure and accessible for individuals of
all abilities.

519-284-2160

YOUTH PAINT NIGHT
Wednesday, June 14 | 4 - 5:30 PM
Enjoy a night of artistic creativity at the

Pyramid Recreation Centre with local
business Stone Home Creatives!

townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

SUMMER CAMP PRC

Camp PRC will keep your child happy and
engaged with activities for all interests.
Sign up for specific days or a full week by
searching “Camp PRC” on ActiveNet.

townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

PUBLIC ROLLER SKATE

Bring your own roller blades for some
roller skating fun at the Pyramid
Recreation Centre! Visit our website for
details on dates and times.

townofstmarys.com/skating or 519-284-2160

Contactus

519-284-2340
communications@ town.stmarys.on.ca
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Our senior of the week is Cora Mitchell who is
celebrating her 91st birthday on June 8. Cora was born
June 8, 1932, the youngest of six children, on the family
farm in Blanshard township to parents Bristol and
Elsie Holden. Cora attended the Transvaal one room
school house in Blanshard and then moved with her
parents into St Marys when her parents sold the farm.
She worked in the office doing accounting at Maxwells
until it closed. She later worked at the Hospital in the
office. In 1952 she married St Marys resident Lawrence
Mitchell at St Marys United Church and they lived in
the same house as her parents until Lawrence and Cora
moved to Parkview Rotary condos more than 10 years
ago. Lawrence passed in 2013. Cora and Lawrence were
/ are faithful members of St Marys United Church She
was very active in the McConnell Club and is still one
of the members.. Cora and Lawrence have 2 children,
daughter Corina and son Phil and one granddaughter
Katelyn. Happy Birthday Cora!

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041
or info@stmarysindependent.com.

SPONSORED BY

Weekend

1) What is the only
domesticated animal not
mentioned in the Bible?

2) Okinawa is a volcano
in which country?

3) When facing forward
on a ship, which direction
is starboard”

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

4) In the 60s what was the first name of John F.
Kennedy's wife?

5) What is the largest country in South America?

6) Who was the first country artist to sell over 10
million copies of an album?

7) How many flowers are in the design stamped
on each side of an Oreo cookie?

8) Black-eyed peas are not peas. What are they?

9) What was the first city to be levelled by a
plutonium based atomic bomb?

10) What sport did Herve Filion top with a record
of 14,084 wins?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 27

COMMUNITY —

Popular St. Marys Kinsmen
Summerfest Returns for 2023

Submitted by Chris Swarthout, St. Marys Kinsmen
Club President

This year, St. Marys Kinsmen Summerfest is back,
rain or shine on Thursday, July 20 - Saturday, July
22. The family-oriented carnival is geared towards
smaller children. Cope Amusements is back with
many of the rides they featured last year. Pre-sale
bracelets will be available at the Farmer's Market
on Saturday, July 8th and at the Heritage Festival
on Saturday, July 15th only. Look for the Red Kins-
men tent. Cash only.

New this year we will be having food trucks on Sat-
urday, July 22nd starting at noon. We will be fea-
turing a wide variety of foods with something for
everyone.

We've teamed up with the United Way and given
them a platform for their 2nd Annual Bed Race.
St. Marys Home Building Centre will be defending
their first place title. Bed races start at 1pm on the
west side of Milt Dunell Field. Please note: Milt
Dunnell Field will be two-way traffic to accommo-
date the bed races from 1pm-3pm with very limited
parking.

Be sure to sign up for our 1st Annual Corn Hole
tournament from 3pm-5pm located in the refresh-
ment tent. Spots are limited so be sure to sign up
now. Teams of two. Three grand prizes to be won.
$20 per team to sign up. Visit the “contact us” por-
tion on our website to sign up.

The licensed refreshment tent will feature DJ
Shawn Holroyd filling your ear holes with some
great jams all three nights - Top 40 on Thursday
night from 9pm-lam, Country night on Friday
night 9pm-1lam and on Saturday, Steph Martin will
be hosting open mic in the afternoon from 1pm-
5pm. Be sure to contact Steph to book your spot.
Steph and the Roadhounds will be performing live
7pm-11pm. They're a great band playing every-
thing you know and love. D] Shawn will finish off
the night with a 90s theme under the tent.

The cover charge for Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day is $10 per person. You must be of legal drink-
ing age to enter the refreshment tent. Please enjoy
responsibly. All money raised stays in St. Marys for
local initiatives.

Celebrate cycling in June

June is Bike Month, a celebration of cycling. It is an
opportunity to try riding a bike for the first time, or
to build cycling into your routine. “Building cycling
into your routine could mean riding just for fun, or
leaving the car at home and taking a bike to school,
work, the store, or an event,” says Adrienne Adas,
Public Health Promoter at Huron Perth Public
Health. “As a form of active transportation, cycling
has many benefits including promoting healthier
lifestyles, cutting air and noise pollution, and re-
ducing greenhouse gas emissions.”

To kick off Bike Month, Huron Perth Public Health
and members of the City of Stratford’s Active Trans-
portation Advisory Committee (ATAC) are organiz-
ing an event on Saturday, June 3 in Upper Queen’s
Park, Stratford. The event takes place from 9:00 to
11:30am. Residents are invited to bring their bikes
to the park where Richard Monette Way (the road
that circles the park) will be closed to cars and open
to cyclists. Activities will take place throughout the
morning, including:

- Helmet fitting,
- Bike registration,

- Try-Us-Out Ride for adults at 9:30 AM, hosted by
Cycle Stratford (helmets required; arrive at 9:15am
to sign a waiver if not a Cycle Stratford member),

- Safety Super Hero Kids Ride with Stratford Police
(kids are encouraged to dress up as a super hero
for the event; helmets required), and

- For kids, a photo opportunity with a police officer.

There will be a prize for every child who attends,
and a draw for a bicycle prize pack. In addition,
free copies of the new Stratford, St. Marys & Perth
County Cycle Map will be available.

Looking for other ways to enjoy bike riding this
June and throughout the summer? There are vari-
ous cycling amenities in Huron and Perth counties,
including dedicated bike lanes and multi-use trails,
bike racks, and repair stations.

' | |
”VOtorantlm f,___ St Marys Cement
Cimentos

Community Liaison Committee

The next Community Liaison Committee Meeting is going
to be held on Friday June 16th at 10am. Members of the
public who wish to observe as the members of the
Committee discuss information with respect to St Marys
Cement can watch the live meeting online. Please see the
Town of St Marys Events Calendar for the link to the
online meeting.

Please submit any questions and concerns for the meeting

by June 14th to karaterpstra@vcimentos.com.

("“‘ \‘ A.N.A.F. Unit 265

_ % 23 Wellington St. N.
S 519-284-4390
FOR UPSTAIRS
HALL RENTAL

PLEASE CALL

MEAT DRAWS EVERY FRIDAY 6PM
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Town Wide Garage Sale
(and Treasure Hunt)

coming up

June 10-11 the first of two weekends this year

By Stewart Grant

St. Marys residents will have four of-
ficial dates across two weekends this
year to declutter their homes.

Organizers of the traditional Town
Wide Garage Sale event have estab-
lished two dates in 2023, which rep-
resents a doubling-up over previous
years. Next Saturday, June 10th, will
be the first of these events, while an-
other is scheduled for Saturday, Au-
gust 12th. Both dates are published
on the Town Wide Yard Sales in On-
tario page found at www.facebook.
com/townwideyardsale/.

Percy Ehnes, one of the organizers of
this year’s events, informed the Inde-
pendent that each of the Town Wide
Garage Sale dates will be followed
by Sunday “Treasure Hunt Days” to
help reuse some unwanted items and
hopefully divert them from landfill.

To participate in the first Treasure

By St. Marys Independent Staff

Sunday night brought sad news for
the downtown when Stonetown Cof-
fee Co. announced on social media
that they would not be reopening for
business. The business, located at
the corner of Water and Queen since
January 2017, was a popular and at-
tractive venue for residents to enjoy a
coffee, meal, and fellowship.

The company Facebook post read,
“To all our guests, as you have likely
noticed, we have been closed for the
past week. This was completely un-

Hunt day, on Sunday, June 11th, place
any unwanted items to the curb to
give others the opportunity to claim
those goods at no cost. Homeown-
ers are reminded that all unclaimed
items are to be removed from the
curb by the end of the day The St.
Marys Landfill site, located at 1221
Water Street South, will be open for
its regular hours from 8:00 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
and Fridays, or from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. on Saturdays.

For those who wish to have their
street addresses included in the Town
Wide Garage Sale listing published
next week at no cost, contact ads@st-
marysindependent.com no later than
10 a.m. on Tuesday, June 6. If you wish
to include more information about
what you have for sale, Garage Sale
advertisements are also available for
purchase by contacting the above
email address.

planned and unexpected. However,
with that being said, we have made
the very difficult decision to not re-
open. This is not a decision we took
lightly, and we are incredibly disap-
pointed we have had to make it. We
want to sincerely thank everyone for
supporting us over the years. It has
been our pleasure to serve you all. We
have become great friends with many
of you and we appreciate you all. We
could not have made it as long as we
did without you. Thank you. We wish
you and your families all the best.”
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AllWheelsPark donation
of the week
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Thank you to Tradition Mutual Insurance Group for their very generous donation
of $5,000 to support the Rotary All Wheels park project in St Marys. Community
support has been wonderful and together we will make the repairs and expansion
of the park a reality. Visit our website to see the complete list of donors and to
participate! www.townofstmarys.com/allwheelspark. Pictured above are Stepha-
nie Cahill, Karen Neely, Chris Dietz. (Contributed photo)

Kids Zone benefits from
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Trouw Nutrition/Shur-Gain is proud to provide a $2,500 sponsorship to the Kids
Zone at Stonetown Heritage Festival. On Saturday, July 15, children will enjoy in-
flatables, activities, and face painting. Pictured is Trouw Nutrition/Shur-Gain rep-
resentatives and Town of St. Marys Events Coordinator, Alanna Bowes.

2024 Kia Carnival 2023 Kia Soul

Visit us at Stratford Kia

2023 Kia Sorento
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STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00

PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

We are ready to serve you at Stratford Kia!
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Double Fatal Collision in EZT Comes Weeks Before
Intersection Improvements

Police Officer One of the Victims

By Lee Griffi

A two-vehicle collision at the danger-
ous intersection of Highway 59 and
Oxford County Road 33 has claimed
the lives of two drivers. The collision
happened shortly before 7:00 a.m.
on Monday. Provincial Police say an
unmarked Ontario Provincial Police
vehicle and a school bus collided in
the intersection. Both drivers died as
a result of their injuries. There were
no students on the bus and no pas-
sengers in either vehicle.

Detective Constable Steven Tou-
rangeau was with the Huron-Perth
Community Street Crime Unit, part
of the Perth County OPP Detach-
ment. He was just 35 years old. The
OPP will not be releasing the identity
of the other driver, out of respect for
the family's privacy. "We are deeply
saddened over this tragic incident, as
two families mourn the loss of their
loved ones. I offer my deepest con-
dolences to the families, friends and
colleagues affected,” said OPP Com-
missioner Thomas Carrique. An OPP
news release stated the London Po-
lice Service were taking over the in-
vestigation, but a spokesperson says
the London force is assisting.

The intersection has been the scene

of a number of collisions in the last
few years, some fatal, and one last
Thursday where two pick-up trucks
collided. Injuries to the drivers were
minor. Area residents have called for
safety improvements over the last
few years and to date, red flashing
beacons have been installed on top
of stop signs at the east and west
sides. The next phase of construction
begins late next month, and a county
spokesperson said some of the pre-
paratory work required is now un-
derway.

f =
LUCKHaRDT

e Landscape
Design & Build

e Excavation
* Trucking

L ANDWOTRK S

e Septic Installation

CALL NOW FOR SPRING HYDROSEEDING
Bryn Luckhardt, N.P.D
519-272-3408 * bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com
www.luckhardtlandworks.com
ST. MARYS, ONTARIO

NOW HIRING - PART TIME TRUCK DRIVER
APPLY TO: bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com OR 519-272-3408

The biggest of those improvements is
a 4-way stop with flashing red lights
both on the ground and above, which
means a speed reduction to 60 km/h
along with speed feedback signs at
all four approaches. Overhead flash-
ing red lights will also be activated
once power connections to the new
infrastructure are complete.

Frank Gross is the manager of trans-
portation and waste management
with the county and said in a recent
interview that several safety mea-
sures are coming. “With the all-way
stop, traffic will have to stop before
proceeding which will hopefully mit-
igate what is happening there now.
We should be able to get all the con-

struction done at once and if the cap-
ital budget gets approved, we would
proceed in the second quarter of the
year so April to June.” Rumble strips
will also be installed as part of the in-
tersection upgrades.

Many residents on area Facebook
pages are pushing the county to
speed up construction so there are no
more fatalities. One concerned resi-
dent is Alexandra McKay who lives
on 59 near Hickson. “I am pleased
that finally these changes will be im-
plemented. I wish it could have been
taken more seriously before more
fatalities occurred.” McKay travels
the stretch of road daily and said her
main concern is the amount of people
running the east and west stop signs.
Many times, I have had to slam on
the breaks after seeing people run-
ning the stop signs.” She added Hick-
son’s stop sign on 59 has been very
successful, to her knowledge, at re-
ducing accidents and she would like
to see an increased police presence
in the area until the construction is
completed.“Its heartbreaking, I guess
I would just say that time and time
again we are taking too long to adapt
to population and traffic increases
and it’s costing local lives.”

Any further media inquiries should
be directed to the London Police Ser-
vice at 519-854-8576 or mediaoffi-
cer@londonpolice.ca

* Pharmacist Consultations
* Medication Reviews
» Compliance Packaging

* Free Delivery

B PharmaChoice

* Chronic Disease Management s
* Immunization and Injection Services

155 Queen Street East, 5t. Marys ON | Phone: 519 284 1380

Visit us on: @

stmarys
radio®

How 710 LisTEN TO ST. MARYS RADIO

Step |. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
2. Click play on the online player
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Your Seasonal Reading List is Here

Five Must-Read Books for Summer

Book Buzz

fﬁeﬁ% @«MM{

(226) 301-4391

www.bettysbookshelf.com

10% LOAL SENIORS DISCOUNT DAILY
ON YOUR PERFECT LUNCH

By Jan Scott

Now is the time to stock up on the
freshest most delicious books of the
summer season. This list we've com-
piled includes, among other things,
unforgettable sagas that will sweep
you away, thrillers that haunt and
chill, and smart and sexy romcoms
that don't disappoint. Read them in
your backyard or on your back deck, at
the cottage or in the trailer, by the lake
or under the covers when you need a
break from the gardening. It’s the sea-
son of sunshine, relaxation, and per-
haps most importantly, reading.

The Covenant of Water by Abraham
Verghese (Grove/Atlantic)

The acclaimed author of Cutting for
Stone brings us the story of three gen-
erations of a family in South India
in the 1900s who have gone through
their share of grief. This one is being
billed as unputdownable, epic, and
transportive. Available now.

The Ferryman, by Justin Cronin
(Doubleday Canada)

Prospera is an island paradise safe
from the outside world. When resi-
dents are ready to retire from this uto-
pia, they take a ferry ride to the Nurs-
ery where they become reborn. When
the man who drives the ferry sees his
own father fighting to stay in Pros-
pera only to be forced on to the ferry,
leaving his son with a cryptic message,
the ferryman must uncover the truth.

Available now.

The Secret Life of Flora Lee, by Patti
Callahan Henry (Simon & Schuster)

Sisters Hazel and Flora are sent to a
rural town to escape war-torn London
in 1939 only for Flora to disappear
without a trace after arrival. Twen-
ty years later, Hazel is working in a
bookstore when she unwraps a book
titled Whisperwood and the River of
Stars, a place Hazel created for Flora
that she shared with no one besides
her missing sister. Available now.

Drowning by T] Newman (Avid Read-
er Press)

An edge-of-your-seat thriller about a
commercial jetliner that crashes into
the ocean and sinks to the bottom with
passengers trapped inside—and the
extraordinary rescue operation to save
them. Destined to become one of sum-
mer’s buzziest books. Available now.

Same Time Next Summer by Anna-
bel Monaghan (Penguin Publishing
Group)

Author of last summer’s smash hit Nora
Goes Off Script, Monaghan’s sopho-
more title is the ultimate summer nos-
talgia read. An engaged woman comes
face to face with her first love who she
hasn't seen in fourteen years, but who
she spent every summer with from age
five to seventeen when he broke her
heart. It calls into question everything
she thought she knew about their love
story, and herself. Available June 6.

CANADA DAY
PARADE

Saturday July 1, 2023 11am
St. Marys ON

To enter your school, business,
organization or any other interested
folks, contact Don or Margaret at
519-284-1548. Deadline is Friday June 23.

Legion

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
PERTH REGIMENT VETERANS
BRANCH 236 ST MARYS
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NEWLY RENOVATED HALL FOR RENT
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H I STO RI C ST M ARYS Restoration Projects - Part One, Alexander McDonald House

By Mary Smith

The St. Marys Museum'’s last seminar
of the season, held on May 18, was a
sold-out evening because of the great
interest in the topic. The presenters
told three stories about historic lime-
stone buildings that had all seen better
days. These local residents took them
on as projects and gave them new pur-
poses. The seminar outlined the chal-
lenges of these projects - escalating
costs, unforeseen structural problems,
delays caused by Covid lockdowns. But
they were triumphant stories, empha-
sizing the joy of seeing the end results.
All the stories included admiration for
the knowledge and skill of the contrac-
tors and tradesmen who worked with
the owners. These three impressive
projects are each worthy of a Historic
St. Marys column.

Andy and Gail Forman presented first
and so are the first in this short se-
ries. Their project was the limestone
cottage at 481 Water Street South.
Alexander McDonald, a stonemason
who had worked for the Grand Trunk
Railway on the Junction Station and
the Sarnia Bridge, built the house in
the mid-1850s. McDonald also farmed
in the Thames Concession where he
lived with his family. In 1858, this no-
tice appeared in the St. Marys Argus:
“For rent: commodious stone house,
situated Water St. S., Eight well-figured
rooms. Lot one-quarter acre of land,
well-fenced and in good condition for
gardening. Good stables, well & cistern
on premises with a neat stone fence in
front of house. Rent $100. Apply own-
er Lot 47, Thames Conc. Blanshard.
A. McDonald.” The description of the
property seems to indicate that it was
an established residence by this time.

McDonald sold 481 Water Street in
1865. It remained a private resi-
dence until 1962 when the property
was bought by the ever-expanding St.
Marys Cement Company. For the next
30 years, it was rental housing for var-
ious cement plant employees. But in
1992, the company decided it was not
worth the upkeep and decided to de-
molish it. The St. Marys Heritage Com-
mittee rallied to save the historic cot-
tage. Company officials were persuad-
ed to let it stand but with certain condi-
tions: the company would no longer be
responsible for its maintenance, and it
must no longer be used as a residence.

For almost three decades, various
groups and sponsors tried to keep the
cottage stabilized and to find an alter-
nate purpose for the site. In 1994, 481
Water Street was part of the parcel of
land transferred from the St. Marys Ce-
ment Company as the new home of the
Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame and
Museum. For a few years, the CBHFM
considered using it as a gateway build-
ing to their site. But with their limited
resources concentrated on their own

Work beglns on the McDonaId house in 2020 Photograph courtesy Gail Kenwor-
thy-Forman.

historic house at 386 Church Street
South, this was never a realistic plan.
In 2008, the Town of St. Marys desig-
nated the McDonald house because of
its cultural heritage significance. These
reasons were cited: “Its history of own-
ership, the refinements of the exterior
stonework, the scale and proportion of
the house and the interior details that
have survived for a century and a half
all set this building apart. It is not only
one of the earliest but also one of the
most remarkable stone residences in
St. Marys.”

The designation meant some protec-
tion for the McDonald cottage’s future,
but because it was not in use, the prop-
erty declined in spite of efforts to keep
the weeds under control and to prevent
both human and non-human intruders
from entering the building. Some se-
rious intervention was required. The
property was legally severed from the
rest of the CBHFM parcel and, in 2019,
the town decided to offer it for sale
on the condition that the new owner
would respect the building’s heritage
features.

The Formans were excited when they
saw the For Sale sign. Gail in particular
had long admired the old cottage. She
thought it was unfortunate that, right
at one of the major entrances to St.
Marys - the Stonetown - there was this
vacant, shabby, limestone building. The
Formans believed the cottage could be
repurposed as an attractive commer-
cial property, submitted their proposal
to the town and became the owners of
481 Water Street South. They brought
to the project a respect for the history
of the building and, more important, an
enthusiastic determination to bring it
back to life. But first its serious struc-
tural problems had to be addressed.
The west wall - the street-facing
facade — had bowed outward and had
to be pulled back into alignment. The
interior of the east wing, the original
back kitchen, had collapsed, the floor
fallen into the basement. The roof of
that wing clearly needed replacement
but originally it had been hoped to

preserve the roof over the front part of
the building.

One of the significant features of the
cottage was the way the rafters had
been notched to fit onto a project-
ing stone architrave on the front and
back walls. This type of installation
was, apparently, common at the time in
Caithness, Scotland, where McDonald
was from, but rarely used in Ontario.
However, after supporting the roof for
more than a century-and-a-half, this
system was failing, pushing the walls
outward, The Formans consulted the
Heritage Committee who agreed that
the old roof had to go. Modern roof
trusses were installed but the old tim-
bers were retained with some used to
finish the interior. The original crawl
space under the main part of the house
was filled, packed and heavily insu-
lated, and a concrete floor was poured
and finished. The full basement under
the kitchen wing was renovated as a
space for utilities. Although the build-
ing inspector required insulation of the
north and west walls of the building,
the original limestone was left exposed
on south and east walls, contributing to
the beauty of the interior space.

All this was accomplished through
2020-21 while Covid restrictions were

in place but finally in July 2021, the
Formans invited town council and Her-
itage Committee members to an open
house to celebrate the completion of
their project. Everyone who visited
that day was amazed at the results of
the months of hard work. The pride the
Formans took in their accomplishment
was understandable. The company,
Forman Electric, has been well-estab-
lished in this area for many years. As
a result, not only is it well known but
also Andy and Gail know many peo-
ple in the construction and renovation
business. Their company handled the
electrical and heating/cooling installa-
tions and acted as general contractor.
But even Forman Electric couldn’t do
everything alone. Others also working
on the project included Craig Walsh,
Contractor; Thorndale Roof Systems;
MCC Contractors (steel roof installa-
tion); Justin Smith, masonry; Cubber-
ley Plumbing; Forest City Caulking and
Restoration; Ryan Ehgoetz, inside and
outside concrete work; Garage Systems
(inside floor finishing); Todd Plain of
St. Marys Wood Products (trim, cab-
inets, front porch and railing); Marie
Cortez (painting interior walls.)

With their own busy and prosperous
business, the Formans really did not
need to take on this restoration proj-
ect. They did it because they love old
buildings and the challenge appealed
to them. Soon after the work was com-
pleted, the Formans sold the property
to Christy Wallace, a naturopathic doc-
tor. She has been seeing patients in the
McDonald house for almost a year. The
Formans’ restoration work, however, is
acknowledged on a bronze plaque that
Cultural Resources Manager Amy Cub-
berley presented to them at the semi-
nar on behalf of the Town of St. Marys.
It will be installed on the exterior wall
of 481 Water Street South, visible to
passers-by who pause to appreciate
the restored beauty of the McDonald
house.

Next week: Riverwalk Commons

(Perth County Pork Producers)
Saturday June 10, 2023 | 5 -

Downie Optimist Community Center,
3185 Rd 123, St. Pauls

$25 each, all proceeds going to St. Marys
Healthcare Foundation

7:30 pm

Thank you to Perth Pork Producers, Janice’s Fine Country Catering,

Sassy’s and the Black Angus and also to Cascades for the boxes.
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'Doing something worthwhile will never just benefit you'

By Spencer Seymour

With less than half of their fundraising goal left to
be raised, the youth-led initiative to revamp the lo-
cal skate park has gained tremendous steam since
its inception. It's that momentum that they hope
will lead to more local businesses and large-scale
donors continuing to contribute to the project.

The Rotary All-Wheels Park project aims to repair
and revamp the local skate park so that it is not
only safe for people to use, but also offers a wider
array of features for kids of different ages, skill lev-
els, and types of equipment including but not limit-
ed to skateboards and scooters.

The driving forces behind the project have been
two youngsters who themselves are frequent users
of the park, Sully and Quin Bolton. Sully told the
Independent that before there was a coordinated
rebuilding initiative, he along with the help of his
family was implementing homemade fixes to the
skate park.

"I've always liked doing sports and in particular,
scootering and skateboarding," said Sully. "It's a
fun way to get exercise, and I just thought it would
be good to have a bigger, better skate park. At one
point, we brought skids to the park and put plywood
on top to make the landing of the quarter pipe a bit
safer because there was a drop to the grass."

The makeshift repair eventually came up in a con-
versation between Sully's mother Claire Bolton
and their neighbour Jean Rowcliffe. Upon hear-
ing the initiative that the boys had taken and the
need for improvements to the skate park, Rowcliffe
joined forces with the Boltons to turn their handi-
work into a full-fledged community project.

"One day, while my mom and Jean were talking,
they started talking about the skate park and what
we had done with the skids," Sully explained. "Jean
suggested that we go to Council and go into the
community and try and make a better skate park."

Rowcliffe's son James was an avid skateboarder
when they lived in San Francisco, but tragically,
James passed away in 2009. Rowcliffe eventually
moved from San Francisco to St. Marys, and when
the discussion of the skate park's need for improve-
ment came up with her neighbour, Rowcliffe found
a way to honour her son in the St. Marys park, ser-
endipitously located on James Street.

"Jean has been really helpful to us because she's a
really good communicator and she was able to give
us direction. She had spent a lot of time at skate
parks and she knew how important it was to James,
so she understood what it meant to us as well."

The Rotary All-Wheels Park Steering Committee's
fundraising efforts are currently ongoing as they
look for more business and corporate sponsors to
contribute towards their goal of $250,000. The proj-
ect's total budget is $400,000 and the Town has al-
located $50,000 in the budget as well as $100,000 to

come from development charges.

As of the Independent's press time, the Steering
Committee's amount raised sits at over $130,000. A
major reason for the amount raised is the incredi-
ble generosity of the Rotary Club of St. Marys.

In the early days of the project, Sully and Quin,
backed by Rowcliffe, made a presentation to the
Rotary Club of St. Marys about the need for a re-
vamped skate park. Shortly thereafter, the Rotary
Club committed $100,000 to the project, which Sul-
ly said changed the feeling of the project from a
matter of 'if' to a matter of 'when'.

"That was pretty crazy and exciting. When that hap-
pened, it became real and we knew it was happen-
ing. At that time, we didn't have our design picked
out, so for the Rotary Club to donate that much to
just the idea of a better skate park without seeing
the specific plans made this feel like something we
were really going to get done."

Along the way, the Bolton boys and Rowcliffe made
a presentation to the St. Marys Town Council which
drew support from the municipality, including May-
or Al Strathdee, who recently explained to the In-
dependent why he supports the project and would
encourage local businesses to consider donating to
the project if they haven't already.

"It's vital that we continue to have things for kids
to do that are free and that kids can use whenev-
er they feel like it," said Strathdee. "For some kids,
organized sports aren't necessarily for them. Even
kids who are involved in other sports can use it
whenever they want. Additionally, these sports that
the park services have a tremendous amount of
value socially and they have also really grown in
popularity.”

"Having options is also very important, especially
as we try to attract more families to our town," the
Mayor continued. "As a town, we have a lot of busi-
nesses looking for workers so you want the town
to be attractive for young families. When I get calls
from people thinking about moving to St. Marys,
one of the first things they ask about are what rec-
reational facilities we have."

"The Boltons explained to us how their parents
would take them to other communities because the
park here isn't as modernized as other parks. From
the standpoint of trying to increase tourism, I think
it would be great to get on that circuit of parks in
our area that people come to because it means more
people are coming into and exploring St. Marys."

Strathdee also outlined the current park's safety
issues which are due in large part to the strong ap-
petite for a local park.

"Some of the cement has deteriorated and some
of the railings and other features have been worn
down. It's not to the point of being too blatant cur-
rently but without attention, it definitely could be-
come a severe issue. A lot of the wear and tear is
down to how good the usage has been with the park
which has been incredible to see how popular it's
been so we have to make sure it stays a safe place
for everyone."

The Mayor then applauded the efforts of the Ro-
tary All-Wheels Park Steering Committee led by
Bolton and Rowcliffe, the latter of whom, alongside
the Bolton boys, is turning a heartbreaking tale into
a heartwarming one.

"The Bolton kids have done an incredible job, from
the video they made about the project that's on the
project's page on the Town's website to the presen-
tation they gave to Council. Obviously, the story of
Jean losing her son James is incredibly sad but the
partnership of Jean and the Bolton boys and their
shared bond over making this part of the commu-
nity better is a fascinating and beautiful story. They
have done a great job and they're creating a legacy
for themselves and in memory of James."

Sully, who turned 13 years old this past Monday,
summed up why he is passionate about the Rota-
ry All-Wheels Park and why he hopes more peo-
ple and businesses will continue to donate to help
make the new park a reality.

"When you're doing something for yourself, you
should think about others at the same time," Sully
said. "I feel like it's good to not only think about
how what you want would help you, but also how it
could help others. Doing something worthwhile is
never going to just benefit you."

A list of donors is published on the Rotary All-
Wheels Park project's page on the Town of St.
Marys website, which is also where you can go
to donate. To visit that page, go to www.townofst-
marys.com/allwheelspark.
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DCVI athletes qualify for regional OFSAA Track & Field meet

By Spencer Seymour

St. Marys DCVI will be well-repre-
sented at the OFSAA West Region-
al Track and Field meet this Friday
and Saturday after 17 individual
and three team top-five finishes at
last week's WOSSAA Champion-
ship.

Payton Blight picked up two first-
place finishes in the Novice Girls
division, including in the Javelin
and Discus events. Additionally,
Blight also placed fourth in Shot-
put. Also in the Novice Girls cate-
gory, Bronwyn Hawkins finished
fifth in Pole Vault.

On the Boys side of the Novice di-
vision, Kaleb Dingman finished
atop the field in the 3000-metre
run. Danny Switzer placed fifth in
the 100-metre dash.

The fourth and final first-place fin-
ish was earned by Charles Black,
who won the Senior Boys' 400-me-
tre Hurdles. On the Senior Girls
side, Lila Corby picked up two
fifth-place finishes in the 100-me-

tre and 200-metre runs.

Kiara McGregor and Eden Sinnett
combined for five top-five finishes
in the Junior Girls category. Mc-
Gregor placed third in the 400-me-
tre sprint and fifth in both the
100-metre and 200-metre, while
Sinnett took second in Javelin and
fourth in Shotput.

In the Junior Boys division, Colton
Hawkins earned a third-place fin-
ish in the Pole Vault while Trevor
Richardson took fourth in Javelin
and Griffin McGregor came in fifth
in 100-metre Hurdles.

DCVI also saw three relay teams
qualify for OFSAA, including the
Junior Girls 4x100m team consist-
ing of McGregor, Harvest Elliot,
Avery Jennings, and Becca Sleeper,
who placed third. The team of Cor-
by, Claudia Fernandez, Anna Ropp,
and Lydia Taylor finished third in
the Senior Girls 4x100m event. Fi-
nally, the squad made up of Elliott,
McGregor, Ropp, and Taylor took
fourth in the Open Girls 4x400m.

 r— "dg |

Payton Blight competing in the Shotput event during last week's WOSSAA Track and
Field Championship, in which she placed fourth. Blight had two of DCVI's four first-
place finishes at WOSSAA, claiming the top spot in both the Novice Girls' Javelin and
Discus. DCVI athletes qualified to compete in 17 individual events and three relays at
this week's OFSAA West Regional meet. (Contributed photo)

DCVI students organize Girls in Sports event with

Guelph Gryphons
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Senior students of St. Marys DCVI Anna Ropp and Paige Barr pictured from left
to right in between Coach Megan Reid and players for the Guelph Gryphons bas-
ketball program at last week's Connecting Girls Through Sports event. Ropp and
Barr received a grant from the United Way Perth Huron during their first-semester
Leadership and Peer Support course and chose to use the funds to promote the
retention of girls in sports to combat the sharp decline in participation after the
age of 14. The Senior DCVI students fully organized the event. The event wel-
comed students from DCVI, Little Falls, and Perth South.

Teacher Monica Ryan praised Ropp and Barr for the organizing work they did and
the event as a whole, calling it "one of my top 10 teaching moments" of Ryan's
career. "Anna and Paige did an amazing job addressing a need in our community,
that being the decline of girls' participation in sports after the age of 14," said
Ryan. "The event went incredibly well and was beautiful to see the range of lead-
ership from the Guelph coach and players to our Senior students and all the way
down to the Little Falls students." The event featured a rotation of exercises led by
the Gryphons. (Both photos by Monica Ryan)

FOR SPORTS TIPS CONTACT SPENCER SEYMOUR
CALL OR TEXT 519-859-1049 OR EMAIL SPENCER.SEYMOUR88@GMAIL.COM
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Senior Boys build momentum ahead of H-P Playoffs

By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys DCVI Senior Boys soc-
cer team finished their regular season
with a dominant victory over Mitchell,
hammering their final league play op-
ponent 5-0 last Tuesday.

With the win, DCVI finished in sec-
ond place in the Huron-Perth stand-
ings, setting up a first-round playoff
match-up against South Huron. The
H-P Playoffs took place this past
Tuesday after the Independent's

press time with a WOSSAA birth up
for grabs.

Up and down the field, the Senior
Boys were excellent in their final
tune-up before the post-season, with
Diego Franco-Farmer doing a great
job defensively occupying the left-
back position and connecting with
forwards RJ Martin and Carson Brock
on his side of the pitch. Brock led the
Salukis on the scoresheet, posting
a hat-trick to help lift St. Marys to a
five-goal spread.

The middle of the field was controlled
expertly by Arthur Douglas, Owen
Littlejohn, and Roger Sebben, with
the trio keeping the ball in the Mitch-
ell end for the majority of the game.
The other two goals were scored by
Peyton Lobb and Guiseppe Passarelli.
Although it wasn't the busiest work-
load thanks to the strong team play in
front of him, Jack Switzer picked up
the shutout victory in DCVI's net.

Head Coach Richard Farmer told the
Independent that he was very pleased

with his entire team, who he believed
were having as much fun as they have
all year long.

"They have been focused on passing
all year," said Farmer. "They were
doing an excellent job of it against
Mitchell, moving the ball quickly
with tight, short passes and then hit-
ting the wingers with very accurate
long balls. They were really enjoying
themselves, more than they have this
season, which helped them play loos-

"

er.

Senior Girls clinch playoff spot with improbable season finale

By Spencer Seymour

A bit of luck and a bunch of hunger
propelled the St. Marys DCVI Senior
Girls soccer team to a victory and a
spot in the Huron-Perth Playoffs last
Tuesday.

In order to secure a playoff spot and
a chance at WOSSAA, the Senior Girls
had to win their game while the two
other teams in the mix for the final
playoff spot, St. Anne's and Listow-
el, had to lose both of their games.
Improbably, that's exactly what hap-
pened.

DCVI's single game was against
Mitchell and the Salukis were hun-
gry for the post-season birth. About
15 minutes into the first half Ellen

Thorup crossed the ball off a free
kick and Megan Morning got a piece
of it to put the team ahead 1-0. In the
second half, Eve Greig had a beautiful
shot on the net from outside the box
to make it 2-0, which held up as the
final score.

Co-Head Coach Rachelle Pearson
told the Independent that the veteran
squad was determined not to let the
final day of the regular season be the
last contest they played in their high
school career.

"Everyone gave their all in the heat
and made sure the game was not
their last," remarked Pearson. "Our
team consists of mostly grade 12 and
fifth-year students and they did not
want that to be their final high school

game. We found out the results of the
St. Anne's versus Stratford District
(SDSS) game on the bus ride to Strat-
ford and that made everyone very
hopeful and motivated. It was the
game we were most unsure about."

Mitchell started very well with ac-
curate and quick passing but soon
enough, DCVI began anticipating
and countering some of the passes
and gaining control. As they began
to settle in, the Salukis made more
accurate passes, had effective cross-
es, and communicated well, helping
them maintain possession most of the
game.

Along with a great performance in
goal by keeper Matt Luyten, Pearson
said that a stellar, gutsy effort by the

team's defence and a team-wide de-
sire to crack the playoffs were critical
to the team's victory.

"Knowing we needed the win got the
team talking and encouraging each
other on and off the field a lot. They
are usually good with this but the
energy was definitely increased. Our
defensive line was a force, supporting
Matt [Luyten] in net. Three of them
played the entire game without a sub
and only one player had a sub near
the end of the game to get another
player on the field."

The H-P Playoffs took place this past
Tuesday after the Independent went
to press.

Teamwork building for U14 T2 Girls

By Spencer Seymour

The U14 T2 Girls St. Marys Storm picked up a 4-3
win last Thursday against Wingham thanks largely
to their rapidly improving cohesiveness, according
to Co-Head Coach John Hodkinson.

"Many of these girls have never played together as
a team so they're still learning how to interact with
each other on the field and what each other's capa-
bilities are,” Hodkinson explained. "So they were
just starting to learn how to interact with each oth-
er and learn each other's capabilities. In our game
[last Thursday], the girls continued to learn from
each other and work together in a way that was re-
ally good to see."

Carlie Muir led the way offensively for the Storm,
potting two goals, both of which came on penalty
kicks. Aubrey Cousineau and Casey Graham also
found the back of the net for St. Marys.

Hodkinson added that the team showed large steps
forward from their first game of the season, which
ended in defeat, to last Thursday's contest.

"Communication with each other and being sup-
portive of each other is what helped these girls pull
out the win. Our give-and-go passing was really
good. As the season continues, we expect things to
get better with each and every game. These girls
are eager to learn and show that they have what it
takes to complete at the Tier Two level."
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Well-rounded Juggernauts win second straight

By Spencer Seymour

According to Player-Coach Braiden
Weston, the fourth division St. Marys
Juggernauts' game last Friday night
saw another example of the squad
continue improving.

"Every time we've hit the pitch, we've
gotten better," Weston told the Inde-
pendent, who picked up the win in
goal for the Juggernauts last Friday.
"The guys are moving the ball real-
ly well and the support on the ball
has been excellent. The guys are also
playing with a lot of positivity, ev-
eryone is building each other up and
picking their teammates up when
they need it. From the backline to our
midfield to our guys up front, every-
one is doing their part and finding a
way to contribute."

The Juggernauts came away with a
4-1 victory over the visiting AEL FC.
St. Marys got the game's first goal
late in the first half before a three-
goal second half to cruise to a 4-1
win. As alluded to by Weston, it was
a total team effort by St. Marys that
secured the win. Alfonso Coto, Adri-
an Kalafut, David Palmer, and Dawid
Moscicki scored for the Juggernauts.

With Weston in goal, Thomas Red-

man ran the bench and he comment-
ed after Friday's game that the team's
cohesiveness was a key factor in the
strong outing.

"I really liked how quickly we were
passing and communicating,” said
Redman. "There were a lot of options
out there. Everyone was really mov-
ing around off the ball which is really
important for us. It's huge to see so
early in the season guys communi-
cating so well with people they hav-
en't played with before which hope-

fully is only going to get even better
as the year goes along."

Redman went on to praise the group
for their tenacity and mental resolve.

"We went up by one near the end of
the first half and we really took con-
trol from then on. We've got a real-
ly resilient group which was evident
after [AEL] scored to make it a one-
goal game. We didn't let our heads
drop or lose focus. We kept pushing
and got a couple more goals to make

sure we got the job done."

"The guys really worked hard for that
win. Everyone put their shifts in and
made every moment they were on the
pitch count. It was a tough game and
we did a good job handling the phys-
icality while also not losing our cool.
We tried out a new formation and it
really allowed us to clog up the mid-
field and not let much through."

Meanwhile, Weston appreciated the
effort the team in front of him put in,
which made his a bit easier.

"It's the third game in a row that
we've switched up our formation as
we felt like there was room to tighten
up defensively in the last few games,"
Weston explained. "The guys were
doing a great job winning those bat-
tles for the ball. It's always nice when
you're the goalie to watch your team-
mates in front of you play with the
ball as much as they did."

The Juggernauts played this past
Tuesday after the Independent went
to press. After that game, the team
will have three weeks off before their
next game, a stretch that Weston says
will give the team its first real chance
to get some consistent practice time
in.

U11 WOBA Blue excellent

By Spencer Seymour

It would have been hard to envision a
better start to the season than the out-
ing that the U11 Blue WOBA Hardball
St. Marys Rockies had last Thursday
at Teddy's Field when they posted a
15-1 win over the Exeter Express.

Both on the mound and at the plate,
the Rockies were consistently fan-
tastic, led by Talan Ward and Mark
Richardson. Ward got the start for the
Rockies and in the first two innings
pitched 18 consecutive strikes for six
straight strikeouts. Richardson came
in for the third and fourth innings
and also got through with minimal
pitches and three strikeouts.

To close out the game, Derek Vernooy
earned five strikeouts over the fifth,
sixth, and seventh innings. Offensive-

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332
agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street,
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50025796

www.stonetowntravel.com

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel

ly, Ward and Richardson each scored
three runs and went three-for-three
at the plate. Luke Savile also went
three-for-three and batted in a three-
run triple in the fifth inning. In the
sixth, Elliot Wilhelm popped a two-
run homer.

Co-Head Coach Trevor Ward told the
Independent that the demeanour of
the squad allowed them to thrive on
both sides of the ball.

"It was a great start to our season,"
Ward said glowingly. "They showed
great confidence at the plate, on the
mound, and in the defensive fielding
plays. We were really happy with the
patience they were showing. They
weren't swinging wildly, they were
doing a great job of waiting for a pitch
they liked to get some timely and ef-
fective chances at the plate."
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last Thursday's U11 WOBA Boys Hardball St. Marys Rockies 15-1 victory of the
Exeter Express. In addition to his six strikeouts, Ward also scored three runs and
went three-for-three at the plate. (Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)
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Third Tier Minor Soccer teams compete at Grassroots Festival

By Spencer Seymour

St. Marys Storm Minor Soccer sent
their Tier Three squads to London's
BMO Centre last weekend with many
coming home with strong results to
build off of.

Head Coach Andrew Zwambag said
the weekend was a fun one for his
U8 Boys One squad. The team picked
up wins over Byron and the London
Whitecaps. The St. Marys side was
excellent at both ends, scoring at a
torrid pace while only allowing two
goals in as many games.

The U8 Boys Two showed the fruits of
their hard work in practice over the
last few weeks, according to Coach
David Palmer. "The boys had strong
ball movement in both games, they
were finding their open teammates,
and they were defending hard." The
squad defeated Byron 3-1 before a
hard-fought 2-2 draw against London.
Goaltenders Caxton Stewart-Noeske
and Landyn Harrigan both played
very well in the Storm's net.

Palmer also coaches the U9 Boys and
said they "have shown great commit-
ment to improvement." Although not
finding their desired results, the U9
boys turned in competitive efforts,
showing promising defensive and
ball-movement skills. Owen Corneil
and Jude White each played a game in
goal and both made excellent, timely
saves.

The U10 Boys showed many positive
attributes despite not finding victory.
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The team showed gutsy resilience in
their second game when they clawed
back after London's hot start. The
Storm created plenty of good chances
but just couldn't find the back of the
net. Coach Devin Arn called the tour-
nament "a great experience for the
kids' introduction into travel soccer.”

The U12 Boys One earned two wins
against Byron and Del-Ko Brydge,
outscoring their opponents 9-1. Elliot
Hudson exploded for five goals while
Caleb Coghlin and Caleb McCauley
each had a pair. Coach Jon McDonald
praised the group for "working hard
as a team," with good two-way play by
the entire team.

The U12 Boys Two left London with
two high-scoring victories, including
a 7-0 win in their opener followed by
a 5-1 victory in their second game of
the Festival. Co-Coach Matthew Si-
mons was really happy with how hard
the team worked and their movement
with and without the ball, which al-
lowed the squad to find such excel-
lent offensive success.

The U9 Girls One played "amazing"
in their two outings, tying Byron 1-1
before beating London 4-1. Amelia
Ward scored against Byron before
Aubree Ford potted all four against
London. Per Coach Michelle Laidlaw,
the results were especially impres-
sive as the group had a short bench
with no substitutes available.

Despite adjusting to a new style of
play, the U9 Girls Two had a great

weekend, coming away with a tie
and a win. Coach Jessica Chateauvert
said she was really pleased with the
team's progression in being more ag-
gressive on the ball which was key to
their solid results.

After some team bonding at the food
court, the U10 Girls put forward two
excellent showings, winning both
matches in decisive fashion. In both
games, Coach Korey Graham said
the squad controlled the play at both
ends of the pitch, leaving the Festival
with a 4-0 win over Baden and a 3-0
shutout over Strathroy.

The U1l2 Girls One showed strong

/ Full automotive repair services
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character, bouncing back after a tough
loss to Grand Bend by winning their
second game 3-2 over Del-Ko Bry-
dge. Co-Coach Michelle McKeen was
impressed with the team's versatility
as "some players tried new positions
and got out of their comfort zones,"
which helped the team find their of-
fensive stride.

An incredible second half by the U12
Girls Two propelled them to a 4-1 vic-
tory in their first game at the Festival.
Down 1-0 at halftime, the team roared
back with four goals to take a 4-1 vic-
tory. Lily Forbes led the offensive
push while Sophie Smith was great in
the St. Marys net.
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DCVI Jr. Girls win Soccer

on Wednesday, May 24 at the Stratford District Secondary School soccer field.

(Stewart Grant photo)

By Stewart Grant

Last Wednesday, May 24th, the St.
Marys DCVI Junior Girls played a
pair of playoff games to wrap up their
soccer schedule. In the morning, they
advanced to the finals thanks to a 1-0
win over Stratford District Secondary
School.

“The girls played an awesome game
against SDSS,” said coach Shana-Lee
Pereira. “They passed the ball well,
communicated amongst themselves
on the pitch, and were full of determi-
nation to win. We dominated the play

for most of the game. We had lots of
crosses into the box but couldn’t cap-
italize on many. Finally, a cross from
Sydney Grant into Marin Chateau-
vert, in the box, found the back of the
net.”

A strong St. Mike’s team prevailed in
the afternoon final by a score of 4-0,
but the team was very proud of the
silver medal won at Huron Perth.“We
thank all the girls for their time and
commitment to early morning prac-
tices, that were often freezing, and
for their efforts on game days,” added
coach Pereira.

Two St. Marys teams win
awards at Dragon Boat
Challenge

The annual Wildwood Dragon Boat Challenge took place this past Sunday at Wild-
wood Conservation Area and two St. Marys teams picked up awards. In the 'B' Di-
vison Final, the St. Marys Fire Department team came away as Champions. Mean-
while, the team named 'Winging This' won the St. Marys Community Challenge
Cup, which is contested between teams with at least 16 members who reside in St.
Marys, Perth, or Oxford County, not including Stratford or Woodstock. Stratford's
Schaeffler Bearing Arms' team won the 'A’ Division title as well as the Industry
Cup. (Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)

} Contract Framing Group inc

The Contract Framing group is looking to fill positions of full-time
employees to start immediately. We are a fun, fast paced company,
specializing in wood framing of small to large commercial, industrial, and
residential structures. We are looking to fill positions of all experience
levels, from Lahourers to Foreman.

Benefits and apprenticeships are also available.

If you are hard-working and seeking a fun place to work that offers
room for advancement, email resume/information to:
jason@contractframing.ca

SHERWIN

d L
EFFECTIVE APRIL 28TH HOURS !
WILL BE AS FOLLOWS:
SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY

11 AM - 8PM
FRI AND SAT 11 - 10PM

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

(519) 284-3621

Hill Farm

Preserve of the Month
10% off McCully's strawberry based jam and jelly

In the Freezer

Shop McCully's for locally raised meats, including Black Angus Beef,
Bison, Chicken, Lamb, Pork and Turkey.
McCully's has a great selection of Roasting Chickens,
great for family dinners.

McCully's Makes Meal Prep Fast & Simple

Check out our selection of ready-made meals. We offer a wide variety
of meat pies and soups, along with baked beans, chili, shepard's pie
and beef stew. Don't forget to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, maple
butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

2023 Summer Camp Registration

Join in the fun during the weeks of July 10th, July 24th and Aug. 14th.
Drop into the store to sign up.

Local Apples

McCully's carries local Ambrosia, Gala, and Honey Crisp

New Store Hours for June
Now Open Wednesday — Sunday: 10 am. -5 p.m.
Open Saturday: 9 am.-5p.m.

4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON. N4X 1C5
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Johnston, Wood win

Parks Lawn Bowling holds
Mixed Fours tournament

Men's Pairs tourney

Dave Johnston and Rick Wood won the Men's Pairs Lawn Bowling tournament last | The Parks Lawn Bowling Club hosted their Mixed Fours tournament last Satur-
Wednesday. The tournament was sponsored by Cathie Szmon. Pictured from left | day sponsored by Kingsway Lodge, Action Health Care, and Coldwell Banker.
to right are Dave Johnston, Convenor Dawn Collins, Rick Wood, and Convenor | The tournament was won by the team pictured above of, from left to right, Larry

Denis Kearney. (Contributed photo)

McLellan, Peter Mutter, Brian Fowler, and Jack Fowler. (Contributed photo)
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Manager

STRATFORD KIA
863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD

Stratf@rd 519.508.5755

Ki
° General Manager: Bobin Mathew

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00 .
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00 www.stratfordkia.com
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Drivers...start your engines

By Nancy Abra

The iconic statement ‘drivers, start
your engines’ booms over the loud-
speaker at the beginning of most race
events. The crowds’ roar to the deaf-
ening rumble of the engines in antici-
pation of an exhilarating event of the
burning rubber and speeding cars.

Dave Graham of Thorndale is one of
those race enthusiasts. He has never
lost his ‘need for speed’ since he was
introduced to the sport by his wife's
father over 40 years ago, a racing buff
himself. That initiation sparked Gra-
ham’s interest in auto racing and es-
pecially NASCAR.

Some years later he began working
with APC Late Model Racing Series
in the sponsorship marketing posi-
tion. He travelled with the ‘Series’ to
the various tracks throughout South-
ern Ontario that hosted these ‘Series’
races, which also included Delaware
Speedway. He, with his wife Kim join-
ing him, sold APC Racing Series mer-
chandise along with ‘Series’ drivers
t-shirts. At the end of each of these
races, Graham would hand out the
trophies to the winners. He was also
in charge of the year-end banquets.

Since 2020, Graham has worked for
Delaware Speedway in marketing
and sales. In April of this year, he took
over the position of General Manager.
His interest in NASCAR has waned as
he is more in tune with the local rac-
ers at Delaware.

As General Manager, Graham wears
many hats. He has a full-time staff of
three and during the week helps with
the maintenance chores, from grass
cutting to painting. On race night,
there are approximately 50 part-
time employees including concession
booth workers, race officials con-
trolling cars, pit safety crew, flagman,
announcers, and the scorer. Graham
really doesn't see much of the races
as he looks after the guests in the VIP
room plus making sure everything is
running smooth everywhere else.

This is the 71st year for Delaware
Speedway. There is still growing in-
terest of racing enthusiasts as this
track hosts the racing ‘Series’ plus
races of various classes throughout
the summer season. That invigorat-
ing loud engine rumble and the need
for speed has never faded from Dave
Graham. He is definitely in his ele-
ment at Delaware Speedway.

RUN YOUR THORNDALE
BASED AD HERE!

Affordable advertising prices to meet every budget!

CONTACT US AT THORNDALEONTARIONEWS@GMAIL.COM

| F
- T F-'&-‘ vy 1| Armeieo = ERIGEAS

III
-
W
|
1]

i

T =
ﬂi_ !

Wit

1
'I!-L. A

1

A
1
1

S
A

l

i

il

1)
A
il

AN
]
Thiiin0 e

e L B 5T

Happy June from the Thorndale Library!

Middlesex County Library’s 2023
Reading Challenge for June is to
use the NoveList genre Book Club
Best Bets to pick a title. To start, vis-
it bit.ly/MCLnovelist and log in with
your library card number and PIN.
To search by genre, click the “Ad-
vanced Search” link. Then, select“GN
Genre” from the drop-down menu
and search “book club best bets.” Use

sults further—we limited by charac-
ter (LGBTQIA), storyline (Intricately
Plotted), and writing style (Lush) and
found some great options. Give it a
try!

Enjoy songs and stories at Storytime
on Tuesdays at 10:30 am. Afterschool
Hangout meets on Wednesdays at
4:00pm (Summer Hangout begins in
July). Make an appointment for tech
help on Tech Fridays. A friendly re-

minder that Tech Friday is cancelled
on June 2.

June 1 at 5:30 pm enjoy a movie and
popcorn at Thursday at the Theatre.
June 2 is PA Day Mystery Party at
11:00 am. BeTween the Bookends
will discuss books set abroad on June
15 at 4:00 pm. On June 17 at 10:30 am,
build a wooden truck with someone
you love at our Build a Truck pro-
gram. Please note: Lego Party is can-

celled on June 17.

June is Pride month—come in, grab
a button, and check out our displays!

For more information or to register,
please visit the library or check out
librarymiddlesex.ca/events. As al-
ways, feel free to drop in, call (519-
461-1150), or email (thorndale_staff@
middlesex.ca) with any questions.
See you in the library!

the Refine Results options to limit re-
6 St. Marys and Area
. ‘ MOBILITY SERVICE

St Marys and Area Mobility Service is pleased
to welcome community members, staff and
Board Members to our Annual Meeting
Date: Monday June 19, 2023
Time: 1:00pm
Location: Friendship Centre,

317 James St S, Meeting Room A/B

Please contact Amber Miners, Manager, at
519-284-4010 with any questions or for more information.

Bl ST MARYS
D cENTISTRY

520 WATER ST, S. PO. BOX 1650 | ST. MARYS, ON N4X 189 | 519-284-2660
Dr. Michael Nixon and Dr. Karl Weselan

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later

appointment times three days per week.

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660 | www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

The St. Manys Farmers’ Market

This week’s featured items:
Rhubarb and Asparagus

Come for the market and enjoy the Horticultural
Society’s Garden Fair from 8:30 am to 1 pm

Saturdays 8 am to noon at Milt Dunnell Field
0 r@ Connect with us for updates!

Thank you to 2023 sponsor National Farmers Union, Perth/Oxford Local
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HOSTING

By V] Knutson

I could see from the eager faces that
greeted me on holiday Monday that a
community picnic was well overdue.
What a day was had by all! Gwen
Ament led us in a prayerful opening,
commemorating a year since Ukrai-
nians flocked into our area, mindful
of the war that is ongoing, and grate-
ful for all those in the community
who lend a hand. Peace was the main
focus. Thank you for a deeply moving
start to our celebration, Gwen.

Feasting followed, and balloons
and face-painting for children.
There were lots of hugs and smiles
all around, and absolute delight
when our newest members came
swaddled in mothers’ arms. Such a
heart-warming day for the handful
of us that started on this mission last
March.

I would like to say that the need for
our services is waning, but that is not
the case. The government has ex-
tended the invitation for Ukrainians
to come as temporary citizens, with
open work and study permits, un-
til the middle of July. I am currently
looking for hosts for three different
family groupings, including a young
man, a pregnant woman, and two

Success As a Remedy

others. If you think you can help,
please reach out. Hosting is easier
now, with the help of Settlement Ser-
vices through the YMCA, and other
programs in place. All you need is a
spare bed, and a heart ready to ex-
pand through the experience. Google

Don’t miss out on the
sounds that you love.

Check your hearing.

Whether as an all-star pro hockey player or as a busy

grandfather, Darryl Sittler believes that to get the most
out of life, you need to look after yourself. :

Get your hearing checked by a licensed hearing care
professional at your local Connect Hearing clinic.

Save up to $2,000 on a pair of Select level

Rewards  hearing aids with your CAA membership!’

translate helps too. Ric and I are now
hosting our fourth family, and are
happy to guide anyone through the
process. Actually, we have a strong
community of hosts who are willing
to answer any questions as well.

The devastation continues in

Ukraine, with constant rocket and
missile attacks. Our current guests
keep us up to date on the latest, and
my own readings have made me
aware of the unsettled nature of Eu-
rope as a whole, as this unwarranted
attack threatens all democracies. As
the bad news pours in, I try to keep
focused on what can be done. Did
you know that Canada has a history
of helping Ukrainians displaced by
war? As Ric likes to remind me, Can-
ada had the third largest population
of Ukrainians before the war start-
ed. From 1891 - 1924, it is said that
150,000 Ukrainians landed in Can-
ada and integrated into our society.
Today’s newcomers are no different.
They are hard-working, motivated,
and socially responsible. Grateful for
all Canadians do to support them,
they want to give back and make a
difference. Our joint success is some-
thing we can do to counter the trage-
dy happening overseas.

As always, thank you to those who
take the time to extend kindness.
The connections I see forming about
town make us all richer.

Till next time.

(Reach me at
gmail.com)

english.knutson@

Darryl Sittler

Canadian Hockey Legend
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OH THE PL ACES WE LL GO The complete surprise of the Six Mile Cypress Slough

By Paul Knowles

The Six Mile Cypress Slough
came as a complete surprise.
Who would have imagined
that there would be this as-
tonishing nature preserve,
right in the heart of Ford My-
ers, a Florida city known for
beaches and resort hotels.

But there it was — and is. The
highly unexpected “Six Mile
Cypress Slough” is just wait-
ing to show the wonders of
natural Florida... and to do it
for free at that (you will pay a
small fee to park here, never
more than $5 for the day).

So, some basics first. A
“slough”, which is pronounced
“sloo”, is a long, narrow wet-
land with slowly flowing fresh
water. Despite the number in
its name (which has some his-
toric origins), the slough is ac-
tually 11 miles or 17.7 kilome-
ters long. The entire preserve
includes over 3,500 acres.

The heart of the place for vis-
itors is the 2 km boardwalk,
a walk that you could prob-
ably do in less than half an
hour, but which should real-
ly take several hours. There’s

just that much to experience.
In fact, the Boardwalk Trail
Guide (also free) specifically
suggests that you “walk slow-
ly”.

So we did. Accompanied by
Program Specialist Adrienne
Martin, we took a leisurely,
often-interrupted stroll all
along the boardwalk and en-
joyed every minute.

There are two major catego-
ries of interesting things in
the slough, the flora and the
fauna. We saw plenty of both
— unique vegetation, an in-
credible number of air plants
(including many bromeliads),
cypress trees and much more.

But I was most interested in
the fauna category. There are
alligators here, including two
large beasts in the appropri-
ately named “Gator Lake”. We
didn't see those gators this
time but we did spot their
trails and an alligator nest
from last season, and farther
along the boardwalk, we saw a
smaller alligator in the “Wood
duck pond”.

We also spotted a curled up
cottonmouth snake, cleverly
camouflaged, a couple of me-
ters off the boardwalk.

I was especially entranced
with the variety of birds we
encountered. Adrienne ex-
plained that the wildlife has
become quite accustomed to
the presence of human visi-
tors — as long as we stay on the
boardwalk. She told us that
if she or her colleagues ever
have to leave the walkway to

go into the wetland, the ani-
mals and birds scatter in an
instant. They have figured out
that we're okay if we stay in-
side our wooden boundaries!

That meant that, not only did
we spot birds, we got to ob-
serve them close-up as they
went about their lives. We saw
woodpeckers - the slough is
home to six of the eight spe-
cies of woodpecker found in
Florida.

‘We watched a little blue heron
do its fishing dance, spread-
ing its wings to create shade,
and thus a sense of shelter for
small fish... which the heron
promptly ate.

The oddest moments involved
an anhinga that had caught
quite a large catfish. We won-
dered how it would eat it. It
was too big to swallow whole
and since the fish was still
alive, too active for the bird to
release it from the bird’s beak.

But the anhinga was smarter
than I. It started beating that
fish on a log; the percussive
display lasted longer than a
drum solo in a rock concert.
Eventually, the fish was dead
and the anhinga could pro-
ceed to eat it in a more lei-
surely fashion. Fascinating.

Even though the slough is in
the heart of an urban area, it
is a true sanctuary for many
living things. There are ot-
ters and raccoons, and from
time to time, larger creatures
including whitetail deer, pan-
thers, bobcats and even bears.

Fifty years ago, it wasn’t at all
certain that

")

Adrienne Martin, program specialist — and enthusiastic fan of all
things at the slough. (All photos by Paul Knowles)

this very precious ecosystem
would survive. But a group of
Fort Myers students created a
petition calling for a referen-
dum on a Lee County munici-
pal ballot. And even though a
“yes” vote to save the slough
was going to add to their tax
bill, the residents supported
the students and the slough
and this natural treasure was
declared protected land.

The boardwalk was built in
2008 and is very popular.
The slough features guided
tours - yep, free of charge - at
9:30 a.m. every day in season.
They are usually conducted
by volunteers. The very ded-
icated and knowledgeable
volunteer brigade at Six Mile
Cypress Slough numbers 87.
These volunteers, by the way,
have to endure what Adri-
enne described as “a robust
training program”, including
writing an academic paper on
some plant or animal related

to the slough. One recent bit
of research discovered a new
species of plant!

You could argue that most
visitors to the Fort Myers area
are unaware of the Six Mile
Cypress Slough but those who
know are instant fans. The
slough attracts over 10,000
visitors a month in season,
more than that in February
and March. And yet for many,
including friends I talked to
who spend time in the area, it
is a complete unknown.

Therefore, I decided to do my
small part to correct that sit-
uation. If you are in the Fort
Myers area, the Six Mile Cy-
press Slough is a “must-do”.
Trust me. You're going to love
it.

Paul Knowles is an author
and travel writer. To contact
Paul about travel, his books, or
speaking engagements, email
pknowles@golden.net.
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TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEK

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic
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St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is
pleased to be the sponsor of the

PET OF THE WEEK

Did you know??
¥ ; o The most common life-threatening
RES T L3 g = & condition seen by Veterinarians, is when a
pet swallows something it can't pass. E.g.
Nolan Swarthout (2) Our Pet of the Week is a 14 year old NERF bullets, socks, underwear, peach
lab/border collie cross named Luv. pits, and small toys. This often requires
Hev Kids... E Riddle Kid that She likes laying in the sun, walks, and surgical removal
a eyealrssill; uf(fry 1 et l FRZ‘E o e is oo by Tolor Tayior 500 Water Street South St. Marys
pp paper gets a ’ y yiot www.stmarysvetclinic.com

MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!
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HELP WANTED

Looking for a change? Tired of
driving out of town for work?

WE ARE
HIRING!

If you are a plumber who is looking to
join an exceptional team that offers
local work and a competitive
compensation and benefits package
we are interested in meeting you!

If you think you are a
good fit please email

info@cubberleyplumbingandheating.com

L GUBBERLET

Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning

a Ffor ) juine
Soplaco far Civing.

A place for Caring.

Kingsway Lodge is a caring community where we truly value the assets our
employees bring to our home. Their compassion and caring and commitment to
protecting those who call Kingsway their home, have helped guide us through
these past few months. We are currently looking to fill a couple of positions. If
you are looking for employment with a company that appreciates your work
ethics and obligation to compassionate care, please send us your resume.

CURRENTLY HIRING:

Dietary Utility Shift
Kingsway Lodge is a well-established Family Long Term Care Facility which
offers flexible scheduling so you can maintain a balance between work and
family. Kingsway Lodge is committed to being an equal opportunity employer.
We are dedicated to our staff ensuring a positive fun work environment.

« Part time position
« Guaranteed weekly hours
« Lifting and bending involved

« Food Handlers Certificate required, or the ability to obtain
upon hire

+ Duties include
» Weekly grocery receiving

« Replenishing, fridge, freezers, and dry storage with new
stock

« Routine, housekeeping, duties,, and sanitization within
the Dietary department

Contact - lori@kingswaylodge.com for more info

DARYL MCCLURE & CO CPA

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

Chartered Professional Accountant

Receptionist/Admin/Clerk

Accounting and tax practice needs a front desk person for
receptionist and administrative duties as well as input of
client accounting and tax records, banking, accounts
receivable, and accounts payable. As well as keep supplies
stocked and cleaning duties.

This position has generally flexible hours July through
January (ie. less than full-time hours), and full-time
February to June with extended hours throughout our busy
season.

The successful candidate must be friendly and personable,
professional, detail oriented, good with numbers, and have
strong computer skills, good organization skills, and able to
multi-task in fast-paced environments. The position
requires someone who is self-motivated, and able to work
both independently and as part of a team.

Outlook and Excel and Word knowledge is required.
Working knowledge of Simply Accounting, Quickbooks,
and basic accounting knowledge would be considered
strong assets, although we are willing to train the right
person.

Being able to maintain the absolute privacy and
confidentiality of client matters is paramount.

Willing to start immediately, or for the right person within
two weeks.

Please drop off your resume at Daryl McClure &
Co CPA Professional Corporation

119 Water St S, St. Marys, or email to
success@mcclureandco.com, or fax to
519-284-2878.

No phone calls please.

We thank you for your interest, but only those selected
for an interview will be contacted.

ST. M\R\%

GOLF COUNTRY CLUGB

IS HIRING

Grounds Crew

Full-Time and Part-Time, hiring immediately
Work Outdoors this Summer!
Includes Complimentary Golf Membership
Join our Team! Apply Online:
stmarysgolf.com/pages/job-postings

endentr

/
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Hiring paper dellverers

We have paper routes available:
- Thamesview Cres / Emily Street

Call 519-284-0041 or email
info@stmarysindependent.com for details.

SCRAP METAL

AZ or DZ driver wanted
Monday to Friday 8 AM - 5 PM
With CVOR, plus yard work

Call or drop off resume
519-284-2800

For Hall Rentals
call 519-271-5343

Optimist Club
of Dewnie

Sun. May 21 - Denise Gibson, St. Marys $50.00
Mon. May 22 - David Eckert, Stratford $50.00
Tues. May 23 - Will Buckley, Stratford $50.00
Wed. May 24 - Sandy Kelly, Stratford $50.00
Thur. May 25 - Mike Kittmer, St. Marys $50.00
Fri. May 26 - Eric Rosen, London $50.00
Sat. May 27 - Debbie Hunter, Stratford $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
www.fraserpaving.ca

PLACE YOUR HELP WANTED AD HERE!

For as low as $35 per week advertise your business in need

Contact us at 519-284-0041 or
email ads@stmarysindependent.com
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Chalkley

Douglas Mcintosh “Mac”
Chalkley, 85, of Embro passed
away peacefully at St. Marys
Memorial Hospital, St. Marys
on Wednesday, May 24, 2023.
He was a lifelong resident of
Zorra Township having been
born in Zorra Township on
February 5, 1938, a son of the
late John “Jack” Louis and Ol-
ive Gladys (Innes) Chalkley.

Mac had farmed for most of his lifetime. He was a
member of Knox United Church in Embro; a member
of Embro Branch #318 Royal Canadian Legion and
was a member of the former Embro and West Zorra
Optimist Club.

He is survived by his wife, Lorena Mae (Rounds)
Chalkley; two children, Michelle Leduc (Don), John
Chalkley (Ann); five grandchildren, Jessie Leduc
(Steve Innes), Daniel Leduc, Jacqueline Leduc (Alex
Tait), Jenna Chalkley, Amberley Chalkley (Cody Mill-
er); great granddaughters, Addison Bankes, Baby
Miller (coming soon); sisters-in-law, Donna Chalkley
and Sharon Rounds; several nieces, nephews and
their families.

Mac was predeceased by his sister and brother-
in-law, Alima and Neil Muxworthy; brothers, Louis
Chalkley and Fred Chalkley, brother-in-law, Clarence
Rounds; nephew, John Muxworthy.

Relatives and friends were received in the Francis
Funeral Home, 77 Woodstock Street North, Tavistock
on Sunday from 2-5 pm where the funeral service was
held on Monday May 29, 2023 at 11 am. The Rev.
Douglas Peck officiated. Reception following the ser-
vice. Interment in North Embro Cemetery following.

As expressions of sympathy, donations to Knox Unit-
ed Church, Embro would be appreciated and may be
made through the Francis Funeral Home by calling
519-655-2431.

Personal condolences can be posted at www.francis-
fh.ca

Sandra Bannick (Nee Porter)

After three long years and
many setbacks, we invite

you to celebrate the life of an
amazing women who touched
the lives of many throughout
her 80 years.

Please join us :
St.Marys Army and Navy (Downstairs)
23 Wellington Street North
Saturday, June 10th
1:00pm - 5:00pm (Drop In)

Have you been affected by someone else’s drinking?
Al-Anon Family Groups can help YOU! Monday, Friday &

Saturday. Call for time and place.
1- 800- 706- 9833 or App Available

Tebcker

Marian Helen Tucker (nee
March), longtime resident
of St. Marys and Lakeside,
passed away at St. Marys
Memorial Hospital on May 20,
® 2023 at the age of 90.

Beloved wife of the late Er-

| nie Tucker (2009). Mother of
| Stephen Tucker and Laurie

L of St. Marys, Jeff Tucker and
Betty of London, and Michael
Tucker and Loesje of St. Marys. Proud grandmother
of Ashley (Justin), Evan (Angie), Melissa, Thalina and
great-grandmother of Ayden and Hunter. Sister of
Jack March (Jackie, deceased), Ann Cesarek (Jerry,
deceased) and Joan Brogden (Mike).

Marian was happiest when her family was around,
and enjoyed gardening, travel and the outdoors. She
was creative and artistic, loved her stained glass and
knitting. She was a member of St. James Anglican
Church and involved in several projects to help those
in need. Her positive outlook on life was inspirational
and contagious. She had a kind and genuine heart.
Cremation has taken place with a private family gath-
ering at a later date.

We would like to thank all of those who cared for her,
came to her home and reached out to her, especially
over the last few years. A special thanks to the Doc-
tors, Nurses and staff at St. Marys Memorial Hospital.
Memorial donations may be made to St. James Angli-
can Church, St. Marys Friendship Centre or Shriners
Hospital. Online condolences at www.hodgesfuneral-
home.ca.

CELEBRATION OF LIFE
%Mm

Celebration of Life for Barry and Murray Thomson

Please join us at the St. Marys Legion,
66 Church Street North, St. Marys
Sunday June 4th - 1-4 pm

fm@”

Sophia Bradley is turning 90!

Bring your lawn chair and best wishes to celebrate
with us. Drop in between 2-4 pm on Saturday, June
3rd at the Kinsmen Pavilion (317 James St. S.)

akem

It is with great love and sad-
ness that we, as a family,
announce the peaceful pass-
ing of Liz (Nagy) Wakem. Liz
| passed away on the evening
of May 22, 2023, at Grand
River Hospital Freeport Cam-
pus, Kitchener. She was a
devoted wife, mother, grand-
mother, sister in-law, aunt

e l and friend. Liz passed away
surrounded by her immediate family whom she loved
deeply at the age of 73 years old.

Liz will be dearly missed by her beloved husband
Jim Wakem, celebrating 55 years of marriage. Her
Children, Kathy Finney (Ron Finney) of Wellesley,
and Kevin Wakem (Diane Wakem) of Wellesley.
Grandchildren, Justin, (Rachel), Dylan, Cara and Ash-
ley. She will be lovingly remembered by her in-laws
Paul Wakem (Richard), Judy Wakem (Dave), Steve
Wakem (Dale), Howard Wakem (Theresa). Also, her
many nieces and nephews. Survived by her mother
Elisabeth Nagy and mother in-law Audrey (Wakem)
Beadle. She is predeceased by her father, Frank
Nagy and father in-law Leonard Wakem.

Liz immigrated to Canada from Germany as a young
child. She spent much of her youth in London, On-
tario where she met Jim, the love of her life, at a
roller-skating arena. Liz loved her family and enjoyed
celebrating special occasions together. Always look-
ing her best with painted nails, jewelry and clothes
she loved. She was a faithful member of First Baptist
Church where she cheerfully served in many areas
including youth leader. Liz loved singing and celebrat-
ing her Saviour Jesus Christ. Liz worked in secretarial
roles for both Fielding Financial and Equitable Life.
Liz battled through various health complications over
the years but never questioned God as to why she
suffered so much and didn't complain about her condi-
tions. Instead, she continued to smile, praise God and
love her family unconditionally.

A special thank you to the caring staff at Chartwell,
Terrace on the Square Retirement Home and Grand
River Hospital including the Freeport Campus.

Liz's family will receive relatives and friends at First
Baptist Church, 306 Erb St. W. Waterloo, Thursday
June 1, from 7:00 p.m.to 9:00 p.m. Celebration of Life
Friday June 2, 11:00 a.m. followed by time for fel-
lowship and refreshment in the church hall. A private
family interment will be held at St. Mary's Cemetery,
St. Mary's ON.

As expressions of sympathy, donations to Grand River
Hospital and Diabetes Canada would be appreciated
and may be arranged through Erb & Good Funeral
Home, 171 King St. S. Waterloo at www.erbgood.com

‘if/‘(fw@"‘w‘r

McGinny Photography
mcginnyphotography@gmail.com
Phone: 226-456-4364
Like and follow on Facebook and Instagram
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-‘ Brian John Kelly passed away

peacefully in his home on
May 22nd 2023 in his 72nd
year after a long illness of
chronic lung disease.

He was predeceased by his
beloved wife Ellen (Calder)
who left us 9 years ago at the
age of 73 and is the son of the
late John Veernon Kelly and
the late Margaret Lillian Barclay. Loving stepfather to
Rhonda (Fred) DeLong, Jim (Crystal) Sedley of St.
Marys, and Jeff Sedley of St. Thomas. Beloved Papa
to 8 grandchildren Meagan (Devon) Stewardson, Ab-
bey (Christopher) Thistle, Travis (Allison), Sam, and
Billie Jean Sedley, Holly (Brandon) Marriott, Payton
and Colin (Audra) Sedley; and 10 great grandchil-
dren: Ashlynn, Sophie, Madeline, Mayla, Tealya,
Lachlann, Daxton, Hudson, Mya, and Kylee. He is
survived by his siblings, Sharon, Edward, Gary (Ann)
Kelly, and Brenda (Karl) Douglas and predeceased
by his stepfather Wilfred Barclay and his sister Peggy
Lou Ballantyne. He is also survived by (Uncle)Emer-
son Martin and his wife (Aunt)Nora, Susan Mcintosh
(Maurice), Anne Streicker (Joe) in addition to many
loving nieces, nephews, grandnieces and grandneph-
ews.

Brian is known for his kind heart and gentle soul. He
cherished his family and eagerly participated

in sports, celebrations, and gatherings. He co-found-
ed the Monday night Alcoholic Anonymous group in
St. Marys which he attended for 49 years, as well
as other local groups and was well respected in the
community.

His work included but was not limited to sponsoring
the 12 Steps of Recovery and service work at the
district level; you had to look a long way before you
could find a better worker. Brian attended zoom AA
meetings in both Ireland and Arizona where he made
many friends, memorial meetings are underway in
Canada, Mexico, and Ireland.

Cremation has taken place. Family and Friends

are invited to the ST. MARYS PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, 147 Widder St. E. St. Marys on June 3,
2023 for visiting from 1 p.m. until the time of the Me-
morial Service at 2 p.m. A private family interment will
take place in Seaforth at a later date. If desired, do-
nations can be made to the London Regional Cancer
Program, the St. Marys Healthcare Foundation, or a
charity of your choice. Online condolences at www.
hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

IN MEMORIAM

In Loving Memory of
Peggy Lou (Kelly) Ballantyne

1943-1983
I still miss you
As the weeks and years go by.
I still miss you
Like the clouds would miss the sky.
1 still miss you
Like a bird without its wings.
I still miss you

Like a flower without the joys of spring.
I still miss you
As | greet another day.
I still miss you and the love we shared
And the memories we both made.
With Love
Sharon Kelly
Edward Kelly and Family
Brian Kelly and Family
Brenda & Karl Douglas and Family
Gary & Ann Kelly and Family

THANK YOU

IMNMansfield

To everyone who attended my 75th Birthday Party,
Thank You.

A “Special Thanks” goes to my love and best friend,
my wife Jean, and to all those who helped to organize
it (especially my family members) .

Thanks again and | hope to see you again at my
“80th”

Vic Mansfield

in the

HAPPY
RETIREMENT

OPEN HOUSE
5UNDRY. JUNE 11, 3-4 P

FHESOYVTERIAN
CHURCH

147 Widder Street East

Arec You A Newcomer
To The St. Marys Area?

The friends of the library has a FREE Welcome
Package for you to pick up at the library!

+ Phone Book « Gifts + MORE + Coupons

* Recreation Info + Maps
+ Health & Wellness ~ « Local Services /\l j

St. Marys Public Library, 15 Church St. 519-284-3346

LOOKING

BACK

Young arsonists

25 years ago (1998)

Town Operations Manager Bruce Grant is requesting that St.
Marys residents please take time to water their trees, as well
as the many trees on the boulevards in front of their homes.
Young trees need water the most, but Grant says that the
older ones are in danger as well from the continued drought.
There are more than 1,000 trees on Town road allowances
and Grant says it would be a mammoth task for public works
departments to try to keep them watered.

AN

By Amy CUBBERLEY

To express their grief, Arthur Meighen students wrote mes-
sages to their principal on Monday, after hearing she had
died suddenly on the weekend. Pat Latta, 46, a Prospect Hill
resident, was killed after the car she was driving collided
with another vehicle. Latta is remembered as a caring per-
son with a true gift for connecting with both her students
and fellow teachers.

At a meeting of the Grand Trunk Trail Committee last Thurs-
day, Ken Maronets, Perth County Stewardship Network, pre-
sented the trail project team with a report on the inventory
of vegetation along the Grand Trunk Trail, the banks of the
Thames at the Flats, and the Riverview Walkway. Maronets
identified 177 species of flora along the St. Marys walkways,
with 103 of these being native species.

50 years ago (1973)

The fireworks display sponsored by the Chamber of Com-
merce was a visually spectacular success, but the number of
people paying was not sufficient to cover expenses. The ad-
jacent fire hall parking lot and nearby streets was the choice
for parking for many who did not wish to pay.

Walter Cull of the Horticultural Society has attested to the
fact that the crookedest tree in town is now situated in front
of the Journal Argus office. We love it!

Dr. Mike Weber will be joining the practice of Dr. Glenn and
Ken Schiedel of St. Marys.

75 years ago (1948)

Officials in charge of the x-ray survey being conducted this
week are pleased with the progress so far. As of yesterday
at 5 p.m., over 1,500 people of St. Marys and district were
x-rayed by the complex machine which has been set up in
the Council Chambers of Town Hall.

Wm. Finnegan, east ward angler, caught a 16-inch brown
trout in a Downie Township brook this week.

Scores of very large carp have been sporting themselves in
droves of as many as twenty fish in the algae beds of the
Thames below the mill dam. These big fish are among the
best scavengers to be found in Ontario rivers and they should
be protected against attacks from boys who hunt them in the
shallow water.

100 years ago (1923)

Thomas Ferguson’s house was gutted by a fire, originated by
two small boys. The local firemen made a very fast response
to the fire alarm system on Friday afternoon. The fire origi-
nated from a small bonfire lit by two five-year-old boys be-
hind the house.

For some time, the Town Council has been interested in the
matter of providing a car for the use of the Public Health
Nurse, Miss Hindley, on her visits to the schools and the sick
beds throughout the town. A committee has met with several
women’s societies with a view to securing a suitable vehicle.
Several organizations and Council have committed to devot-
ing part of their funds to this endeavor, and the nurse is now
supplied with a Ford coupe.

During the past two or three weeks, the St. Marys Tennis
Association has improved the fine grounds on Water Street
north, near the Flats, to such extent that games are of nightly
occurrence now. Tennis as a healthy, clean, invigorating sport
is difficult to equal; it develops all the muscles of the body as
well as the brain. It strengthens the nervous system and is
just the kind of exercise needed by those people engaged in
inside work.
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BUSI N Ess DI RECTO RY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

REAL ESTATE
= | |

Jfine: DHERSINS

Same great cuts, just a different name.
(formerly Mill Race Barber Co.)

108 Queen Street E.
$t. Marys, ON
NAX 1A8
ph; (226) 661-0222
w: macphersonsharbershop.ca

COMPUTERS

519-949-9494

bscsltd@protonmail.com

2

BILL SCHNEIDER

COMPUTER SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION
/ﬁ&\ 485 James St S, St Marys

conTeactoes e, EMail: mec@quadro.net
Ph: 519-349-2256

A
EAVES R
519-701-8838

eavestrough@sure-seal.ca

Seamless Eavestrough
Steel and Aluminum
Gutter Guard + Heavy Built
Fascia - Soffit - Trim Bending
More

WES BENNETT - 5T. MARYS ONT

ELECTRICIAN

=TT

ForMAN ELECTRIC LTI~
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REEINEWTIAL = WIMERGLAL
IMRUSTTIIAL * ARRICILTIN &L

L LR Il

[lLes ol
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General Contracting - Design-Build (A-CAD)
Renovations - Additions - Doors & Windows & More!

DISPOSAL

4 A

Robson
Scrap Metal

Open 8 to 4:30
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

S —
pa————

HOME CARE

Better Ways For Senfors Lid.

DIGMWITY
oMy e | (519) 868-3021

PERSONAL CHOICE i
This STVA0EE WS N
12 you ean keep Bring
R e BT
Text s g s ponasibie|

donfibene rwaye fornsions. om|

arer BetieriaysFord oriures oo
| [ —

———

206211 Carling St.

St. Marys

AlDIAMOND
DISPOSAL

Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

519-284-2221 « BINS-R-US

Formerly known as
St. Marys Lugger Service

CLEANING

Spotless Cleaning Plus

Office & Residential
St. Marys and Surrounding Area

Sheila Leblanc
519-630-2665

a spotless@writeme.com

'x\ .

o #~  Calloremail foran

E fﬁh’?' appointment today
£ I'I'.r_‘i‘:l'

GRACE PALLIATION

End of life care providers
in the comfort of your
own home.

St. Marys & Surrounding Area
@) 519-777-9393
@gracepaIIiation@gmail.com
@www.gracepalliation.com

FINANCIAL

NEW OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU

Wantto earn a little extra money part
time or start your own business? We offer
you the freedom to make your own
decisions with high earnings potential!
Join my team and start a career in
financial services, and get paid for
helping families solve financial problems.

For details on how to get started today,
call or text Tara at 519-275-1108,
email tfirby.rep@gmail.com

) AMiE
J SHACKLETON

AMIE SHACKLETON
Mortgage Agant

519.949.12256
emie@amiashacklaton.com
www.amieshacklaton.com

'U'I'" Ty . f'::,i,- !

PR e —

PLUMBING
CUBBERLEY

G Wi Phambing, Heating & Ar Conditoning

ST. MARYS
519-348-2420
Seesice fram swn Family to Jours since 97

NEED A PLUMBER?

Call Joel Drinkwalter

* Water treatment installation and repairs ¢ Softeners
* Iron Filters * Reverse Osmosis Units * Plumt

1 @;

LUGIE STEPHENS

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

519-703-0333

RE/MAX iy

YLD

SELECT REALTY INC., BROKERAGE

163 Queen St E

Downtown St Marys

519-284-4646
peaksalactraaltyBEmalleom

g
Repairs * Bathroom Renovations

Cell: 226-880-0501 * Office: 519-284-4217

INSURANCE

at Marys Insurance Group In

Offering Insurance Services for:

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL,
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS,
TRANSPORTATION & MORE!

Give us a call today!

47 Water Street S. - St. Marys ON - 519-284-1900
inquiries@stmarysinsurance.ca

MUSIC

MILES

My Inspiration, Learning, Enjoyment & Success

(226) 921-1758

musicmiles.net | mvallance@rogers.com

PAINTING

Home & f:nmp:!m.:

AL INTATE

Toni McLean Sales Representative

519-274-1120 Direct
245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

LIST WITH CHRIS!

o, I

ROYAL LEPAGE
m_ Chris Evans, Broker

A—— [l
Hiller Realty Brokerage

100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101
listwithchris@wightman.ca

Jake Stern
REAL ESTATE BROKER

ROVYAL LePaiGE
Hiller Realty

#RealEstateJake

519-949-8559

SCOTT BICKELL PAINTING AND
HANDYMAN SERVICES

Call or Text at: 519 - 276 - 7816
- Email at: sbicsOO@gmail.com

M
Call for a free quotel  Find me on ﬁ

PAINTING = FLOORING « TRIM WORK= DRYWALL

PAIRTIRG REPAIR & MORE

SEAMSTRESS

Stonetown Alterations

Professional Seamstress

Ingrid Voermans
www.stonetownalterations.ca
stonetownalterations@gmail.com

519-703-2007

TAKE OUT
SKIPPY:

PIZZA =
519-284-1864

Mondays CLOSED Friday and Saturday 11-10
Tuesday to Thursdays 11-9 Sundays 3-8

WATER TREATMENT

medinas$it

45 wﬂ"
g WETER TREATHENY ©
Sales - Service - Rentals

Call Dave at
519 349 2040

GORDON DANN

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON « N5Y 6L7
Authorized dealer for

NOVO
WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Water Treatment Specialists

«Water Softners - Iron Filters - Drinking Water Systems
« Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

TRAVEL

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 TICO
#50010159 | Phone: (519) 284-2332

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street,
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 TICO
#50025796 | Phone: (226) 333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

TREE SERVICE

Joel's Tree Service

Waterite

919 272 5742

i

Trimming
Removals
Stumps
Fertilizing
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display McDonald's St. Marys

stands. Please contact stew @granthaven.com or text or call SPONSORED BY: _ 752 Queen StE
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible. McDonaddn  founding and Forever partner of

Ronald McDonald House
Wanted PRC & Friendship Centre events - See the Stonetown Crier on Page 5
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, Thorndale Library June events - See Page 19

Rock, Pop, Fold, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying Friday, June 2 m
CDs, Cassettes, Tumntables, and Stereo Equipment. For - Royal Canadian Legion hot dog/sausage lunch at Noon

more information: Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. ANAF. meat d 6
Stratford/ 226-972-5750 -ANAR Meatdraw =5 pm

Saturday, June 3
Wanted - St. Marys Farmers Market at Milt Dunnell Field - 8 am to Noon ‘ W E D- J U N 7
A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes. a;ttoM;ag: Horticultural Society Garden Fair at Milt Dunnell Field - 8:30 PYRAM I D R EC C E NTR E

Phone 519-284-3774
- Optimist Club of Downie Annual Bike Rodeo at the PRC - 10 am to

Noon .
Wanted to buy , _ o ) DOORS OPEN AT 6:30 PM, 8¢
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko - Station Gallery opening reception of “Wishes & Dreams” - 1:30 to 4 pm START TIME IS 7:00 PM

pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals. - Sophia Bradley 90th Birthday Celebration at the Kinsmen Pavilion (317
Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814. James St S) - 210 4 pm
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw - 5 pm

For Rent - River Valley presents "Music in the Valley” featuring Roy’s Garage - $10 N ow c c E PT I N G
1 bedroom, beautifully renovated apartment in heritage build- admission A

ing with balcony overlooking the Thames River. Exposed lime- Sunday, June 4
stone walls and wooden beams. Includes high speed internet, - Perth County Pride March - 1 pm from Tom Patterson Theatre N Ew c L IE N T s I
in-unit laundry and dishwasher. $1650 +utilities. Available July »

- Celebration of Life for Barry & Murray Thomson at the Legion - 1t0 4
pm
Monday, June 5

u
- Community Dinner at St. Marys United Church - 5 pm, Sponsored spOtI ess CIea n I ng PI us

by St. Marys Kinsmen. Admission is free but donations are greatly

1st. Email inffo@rwcommons.com

For Sale
2 pure bred Border Collies pups. 1 male, 1 female
grandparents imported from Wales.

. Office & Residential

For Rent - Auxiliary Bingo at the PRC - Doors open 6:30 pm, Bingo starts 7 pm

Duplex for rent in St. Marys, 3 bedroom,2 bathroom. Private st. Marys and surrounding Area

back yard, front porch, all appliances included, close to down-
town. Parking for three vehicles. No smoking. $1800.00 plus QUIZ ANSWERS .
o Sheila Leblanc

utilities. Please call 519-284-2844, leave your name and phone

number. 1) A cat 6) Garth Brooks i

2) Japan 7) Twelve ( wl 519'630'2665
For Sale . .
15 - 20 bar boards for sale 6 - 12" long 3) To the right 8) Beans A \ . Spotless@writeme.com
Call 1-519-949-1064 for appt to view 4) Jackie 9) Nagasaki _ )

5) Brazil 10).Harness iy C&?} E[]:allooirnfrl:l]:lil’[f’[%rdzn
RUN YOUR CLASSIFIED AD HERE racing 7 T~ y

FOR JUST $10 PER WEEK A
_. ndrew L. Hodges
ST. MARYS A 8

Funeral Home Ltd.

(o

I IAFNN T [ LIONS CLUB &=

Tslsl2]3lelsl2]7] | DRIVE-THROUGH
s|6|7|9l4]5]1]3]2 BOTTLE DRIVE
3lal2l7l1]8]|5]|6]9 Saturday, June 10, 2023
From 3 AM until 12 Noon
6(1(8|5[7(9]|3]|2]4 Offering personal and affordable funeral options,
ff your including burial, jon and donati jence.
417131821 9516 ?l::‘; :qu::: % including burial, cremation and donation to science
nd cans at Price list and preplanning information always
2|9(5[4]|6]3|7|T]8 ‘:lctlﬂ:i“;d“ available on our website or contact us
parkwn ; E, All - to meet in person to discuss your wishes.
7|2|1]3|9|4|6]|8]5 scaqueenstreetE | Alprocenis g, .
ct. Marys: e on. OMmunity prote 47 Wellington Street South, St. Marys
S5[3[4[6]8]7]2]9]1 gnﬂunﬂ“m’ G" www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca
9o(8|6|1[5|2]|4|7]|3 Thank you for your | e, UL
continued support! 27 Serving St. Marys and area since 2003
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Delmar's Weekly Specials

25 Sowth Servico R 5t Marys (610340 3023)

TOPPITS COOKED SHRIMP
$8.99/3406

More Specials and Features

Hnﬁc Boneless Blade Roast $46.99/1b
trqger Smoked Bacon $6.99/1b
TCF Chicken Wings $4.99,/1

PRICES IN EFFECT June 2 - 8, 2023
Sonicr Disoment Dy~ foma T & 15
® DELMARFOODS
FOOD FACTOEY DOTLET

AMDSB

CO.-0OP

ST MARYS DCVI

THANK YOU to the businesses and
organizations who have employed a St.

Marys DCVI co-op student this year. You have
provided a wide variety of meaningful learning
experiences for our students, which helps them build skills for success
after high school. Your support of the program is appreciated.

The co-op department would especially like to recognize the following
businesses for participating in the program this year:

POP UP MARKET

® 29 WATER STREET SOUTH
ST MARY'S ONTARIO

—— JUHE 10 & ii._ZI:}zz | C]OOTS' DP;i’] at loam
S U EPICURE

AD Aesthetics & Medispa

AKoolFilm Company

All Equip Repair & Service

Alliance Wellness Centre

Apple Canada Inc.

Atlin & Associates

Bickell Built Homes

Career Education Council

Cascades Inc.

Cubberley Electric

Cubberley Plumbing & Heating

Delta Power

Dunny’s Source for Sports

East on Jones

Easy Lift Doors

EchoTech Machine & Tool Ltd.

EIms Aviation

Exeter Family Dental

Forman Electric

Fox's Auto Sound

Glo Salon

Goris Electric

Hairitage Salon

Harris-Greig Automotive

Hearn’s Ice Cream

Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance

Integrated Mechanical Services Inc.

Jackson's Pharmacy

JSB Construction

Kalon Studio & Co.

Kingsway Lodge

Lindsay Pickering - Remax Sales
Representative

Little Caesars

Little Falls Public School

Luckhardt Landworks

McCurdy Manufacturing

McDonald’s Your Independent
Grocer

McDonald's

McLean Taylor Construction

Meridian Credit Union

Nail Effects

Ontario Clean Water Agency

Perth County Ingredients

Raezor's Edge Carpentry

RDJ Bailey Metalworks

RJF Diesel Inc.

Roestenberg Welding

Rothsay (Darling) Ingredients

Scenic Holsteins

Schaeffler Aerospace

Shamrock Masonry

Shopdog Vans Inc.

Snapping Turtle Coffee Roasters

Spoiled Petz

St Marys Buick GMC

St Marys Cement

St Marys Childcare Centre

St Marys Dentistry

St Marys Ford Sales & Service

St Marys Home Building Centre

St Marys Landscaping

St Marys Radio

St Marys Vet Clinic

Stonetown Electric

Stonetown Physiotherapy

Stonetown Travel Ltd.

Stratford Agri Analysis

Sue Taylor Painting

The Ensuite Bath & Kitchen
Showroom - EMCO Stratford

The Hitching Post

Toews Power

Toromont CAT Industries Ltd.

Wildwood Conservation Area

Employers/organizations interested in
partnering with the program can contact
Jessica Chateauvert, Co-operative Education Department Head
519-284-1731 or jessica.chateauvert@ed.amdsb.ca

A 2] Avon Maitland
“86;) i District School Board

experience al

amdsb.ca/pathways

~ OYAP

ONTARIO YOUTH
APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM




