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The countdown is on for this year’s 
Stonetown Heritage Festival, taking 
place July 14 to 16 – and there’s many 
ways to participate in making the fes-
tival the best yet!

“We’re preparing for a festival that 
will truly be bigger than ever,” says 
Town of St. Marys Events Coordinator 
Alanna Bowes. “The Saturday of the 
festival will cover more of the down-
town than in years past, with activi-
ties for all ages.”

This year, attendees can enjoy an art 

walk on the Riverview Walkway, more 
food, more vendors and a designated 
Kids Zone in addition to all the tradi-
tional Heritage Festival favourites.

There are also many opportunities 
for local businesses and artists to 
showcase their products. All applica-
tion forms, as well as general festival 
information, can be found at www.
discoverstmarys.ca/festival, the one-
stop source for Heritage Festival in-
formation!

St. Marys Memorial Hospital is set to undergo one 
of the largest transformations in its history thanks 
to the generous support of the St. Marys Health-
care Foundation and their donors. 

As announced in November 2022, the Patient Room 
Rebuild project will see a number of improvements 
made to the inpatient care areas. 

Highlights of the project include:  

- New headwalls with updated clinical and com-
munication services in all patient rooms

- Mechanical patient lifts  

- New wheelchair accessible washrooms

- Improved accessibility for existing washrooms

- A negative pressure isolation room

- New clean and soiled utility rooms and new tor-
nados

- Hand hygiene sinks throughout both patient 
wings and support areas

- Updated communications and security and safety 
systems

- Upgraded fire safety system

- New privacy curtains and window blinds

- Updated heating and cooling systems

Phase One of construction will begin in the East 
Wing of the hospital on June 12, 2023. This phase 
will see 10 beds move to the expanded Integrat-
ed Stroke/Telemetry Unit at the Stratford General 
Hospital to allow for patient room construction to 
occur in a safe manner. It is expected this phase 
will take approximately eight months to complete. 
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One of the traditional moments of spring is the blossoming of the beautiful magnolias 
around St. Marys, as seen in this photo looking west down Queen Street on Sunday 
afternoon. (Stewart Grant photo)
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New opportunities at this year's 
Stonetown Heritage Festival
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“We will transfer the patients affect-
ed by the construction to our Strat-
ford General Hospital site at the 
end of May,” says Andrew Williams, 
President & CEO. “Patients that are 
moved, or subsequently admitted, 
will be cared for by members of our 
St. Marys Memorial Hospital nursing 
and PSW team, so we will have no 
interruption in employment during 
construction.” 

Physician care for patients moved to 
the Stratford General Hospital site 
will be provided by the Hospitalist 
team. 

“For those unfamiliar with the term, 
a Hospitalist is a doctor who provides 
care for patients at a hospital. They 
have the same education and train-
ing as your primary care and/or in-
ternal medicine doctor, but special-
ize in providing hospital care,” adds 
Williams. There will be no impact to 
the operation of the Emergency De-
partment and all other healthcare 
services will continue to operate as 
usual throughout the duration of the 
construction. 

Parking at the hospital may be im-
pacted slightly, with the loss of a 
handful of spots. The second phase 

of the project is scheduled for early 
2024 and focuses on the West Wing 
of the hospital. The total cost of this 
rebuild is over $7.6 million with the 
St. Marys Healthcare Foundation al-
ready contributing $2 million. 

The Foundation has a current goal 
to raise $3 million through the Here 
for You Today, Building for Tomorrow 
campaign, which will bring their to-
tal contribution to $5 million. “The 
St.Marys Healthcare Foundation 
would like to thank this very gener-
ous community for the donations to 
this campaign,” says Cindy Bilyea, 
Foundation Chair. “We would also like 

to thank the HPHA for their commit-
ment and leadership to this project. 
Continued exceptional healthcare 
for our patients will be secured for 
future generations with investments 
like this.” Those interested in con-
tributing to the campaign can contact 
the St. Marys Healthcare Foundation 
at 519-284-1332 ext. 3450 or info@st-
maryshealthcare.foundation. 

Donations may also be made via the 
Foundation’s website at www.stmary-
shealthcare.foundation or cheques 
can be mailed to Box 940 St. Marys, 
ON N4X 1B6.

Phase One of St. Marys Memorial Hospital Patient 
Room Rebuild Starts June 12

During the Saturday of the festival, 
a vendor marketplace will run down 
the center of Queen St. from Church 
to Water, as well on Water St. S toward 
Jones St. E. Local vendors are wel-
come to showcase and sell products, 
especially artisans and craftspeople! 
Community organizations that serve 
St. Marys are also welcome to partic-
ipate. Application forms are available 

on the website.

New this year, the Riverview Walkway 
from Queen St. toward Park St. will 
come alive on Saturday with an open-
air art show, sale and demonstrations. 
Many artists have been confirmed but 
there is still room for additional art-
ists to book a free space. Apply today 
via the website.

Food has always been a key part of 
the Heritage Festival, and this year 

there will be more delicious options 
than ever! Food trucks and local busi-
nesses can apply online to be part of 
Saturday’s Food Zone in the down-
town. Thanks to the generosity of the 
Downtown St. Marys BIA, the event 
will also feature shaded seating in a 
refreshment tent to enjoy your meal 
or cool down!

Saturday evening starting at 5 p.m., 
there will be food truck offerings at 
Milt Dunnell Field to enjoy during an 
evening concert and the dazzling Ro-
tary Fireworks at dusk.

Food vendors can find application 

forms for both events at www.discov-
erstmarys.ca/festival.

There are other ways for the commu-
nity to get involved in the festival in 
addition to these vendor opportuni-
ties. Financial sponsors help support 
bringing entertainment to the festi-
val; if you’ve not received a sponsor-
ship package, please contact Bowes 
at abowes@town.stmarys.on.ca. Vol-
unteers help bring the festival to life 
and hours are eligible for high school 
requirements; volunteer forms are 
also available on the website.

New opportunities at this year's Stonetown Heritage Festival
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By Stewart Grant

Those in attendance at the Monday, 
May 8th meeting of the St. Marys Busi-
ness Improvement Area took in some 
interesting facts and figures provided 
by Director of Public Works Jed Kel-
ly. Mr. Kelly’s presentation covered 
subjects including downtown flower 
maintenance, parking utilization, road 
allowance policies, and snow removal 
economics.

Downtown flower costs:

One of the elements that helps beautify 
St. Marys each summer is the utiliza-
tion of flower arrangements through 
flower boxes, urns, and hanging flow-
ers. Costs for the 2023 program are 
projected at $43,336, of which $4,500 
is contributed by the BIA. Flower pur-
chases represent $14,000 of the cost, 
while watering costs are estimated at 
$29,336 (calculated by 76 average wa-
tering events between June and Sep-
tember, at an average cost of $386.00 
per watering event).

Parking utilization:

An internal parking study completed 
by the Town of St. Marys, with the help 
of some volunteers, has revealed that 
the amount of parking spaces in the 

downtown is sufficient at the present 
time.

There are currently 354 parking spaces 
available to the public in the downtown 
core. Of these, there are 206 on-street 
parking spaces and 148 parking spaces 
spread across four municipal lots.

The Town’s study, completed over a 
sample of 10 days between the hours 
of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. in September 2021, 
found that average weekday parking 
utilization was 47%, while Saturday 
utilization was 43%. Maximum parking 
demand during the period was noted as 
being 62%.

During the sample, it was also noted 
that Queen Street spaces experienced 
more turnover than did the north-
south streets, while the north-south 
streets were more likely to experience 
parking infractions. In total, the study 
found a 9% violation rate of the 3-hour 
on-street parking limit, while 9% also 
were found to violate the 8-hour park-
ing lot parking limit (which has since 
been amended to 10 hours).

Kelly noted that while the Town’s on-
street and municipal parking lots suf-
ficiently accommodate current parking 
demands, this would need to be revisit-

ed should there be a future intensifica-
tion of housing in the downtown core.

Downtown Road Allowance Policy:

An overview was provided of the poli-
cies and procedures regarding the per-
mitted use from May 15 to October 15 
of the sidewalk and parking stalls for 
street patios, bistro tables and retail 
displays. Examples cited here includ-
ed the patio at Snapping Turtle Cof-
fee Roasters and the goods for sale on 
the sidewalk in front of Eclectic Trea-
sure. One of the key provisions is that 
a walking path of at least 1.5 metres 
must be maintained at all times.

Regarding the utilization of on-street 
parking space, such as the Snapping 

Turtle patio, these structures must front 
the appropriate business and be with-
in a maximum use of 3 parking spaces. 
In total throughout the town, the total 
area of use of on-street parking spaces 
must not exceed 5% utilization. In the 
case of bistro tables used by business-
es, these shall be of significant weight 
and have temporary anchoring to pre-
vent displacement during high winds.

Should a business or organization wish 
to occupy or close any sidewalk or 
parking stalls, Public Works is the first 
contact that should be made to be guid-
ed through the process.

Snow Removal:

By-law 8-2008 requires merchants to 
clear (snow and ice) sidewalk fronting 
their business continuously from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. The town will do a first 
“pass” early in the morning.

When snow storage in the downtown 
reaches 24” to 36” in height, the Town 
will initiate a “Downtown Clean Up”, 
unless the upcoming weather forecast 
calls for warm weather which would 
naturally melt the snow. The average 
cost of a Downtown Clean Up is bud-
geted at between $3,000 and $5,000 per 
event.

Jed Kelly breaks down the numbers at BIA meeting
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Quote of the Week

“The St. Marys Healthcare Foundation would like to thank this very 
generous community for the donations to this campaign. We would 
also like to thank the HPHA for their commitment and leadership to 
this project. Continued exceptional healthcare for our patients will be 
secured for future generations with investments like this.”

- Cindy Bilyea, Foundation Chair.

EDITORIAL —

The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

Being a full-time 
mother is one of 

the highest salaried 
jobs... since the 
payment is pure 

love. 

All mothers are 
working mothers. 

A mother’s love 
is the fuel that 

enables a normal 
human being to do 

the impossible. 

A man may work 
is from sun to sun, 

but a mother’s work 
is never done.
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in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

I don't need a fancy 

Mother's Day gift.  I 

just want to sleep in 

and wake up to a clean 

house.

Happy Mother's Day 

from your forever 

financial burden

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have three Bravos this week. 

1) I would like to commend the 
St. Marys Community Players on 
their latest production of “The 39 
Steps”. It is an incredibly com-
plex show with multiple costume 
(& accent) changes, props galore 
and physical comedy and they did 
a remarkable job! The entire cast 
and crew deserve an award!  Ku-
dos SMCP.  See you in the Fall with 
“Opening Night”.

2) Bravo to John Kitch who climbed 
a light post at the river walkway to 
save a little girl's kite.

3) Bravo to the Stratford Police 
Officer who gave a box of Smile 
Cookies to a group of kids on Sta-
tion Street.

We have two Boos this week. 

1) If you are the owner of a cute 
white cat with black spots, wan-
dering the west end, please help 
out the small birds and critters 
and put a bell on him.   Thank you.

2) Some Boos about trucks in Town 
are unjustified because in some 
instances some of these trucks are 
making deliveries and therefore 
have no option but to drive on cer-
tain streets.

 

By Paul Deegan, president and chief execu-
tive officer of News Media Canada

The Canadian government has support-
ed journalism for generations. Since the 
founding of Canada's first newspaper, the 
Halifax Gazette, which dates to 1752, gov-
ernment advertising has been an import-
ant source of revenue for newspapers and 
has helped ensure that Canadians have 
access to high-quality Canadian news.

Twenty years ago, the federal govern-
ment spent $110 million on advertising, 
which was managed by 30 advertising 
agencies. Print newspapers and maga-
zines accounted for about one-third of 
federal advertising spending, while inter-
net advertising accounted for less than 1 
per cent of the spend.

Last year, the Government of Canada 
spent a total of $140 million on advertis-
ing, involving one Agency of Record for 
media planning and placement. While the 
one Agency of Record model is efficient, 
we are concerned with where scarce ad 
dollars are being spent.

Last year, just $6 million or five per cent 
of federal advertising dollars went toward 
print publications. That is a far cry from 
the roughly one-third of twenty years ago. 
For comparison, government spending on 
Facebook/Instagram ads alone account-
ed for almost double what is spent on 
all print advertising combined. And the 
spending on Twitter, Snapchat, and Tik-
Tok combined was greater than all print 
expenditures.

Today, digital advertising accounts for 
more than 50 per cent of all federal ad 
spending.

Social media companies operating in 

Canada do not employ journalists and 
they are shielded from liability by Section 
230 of Title 47 of the United States Code. 
They enjoy all the benefits of being a 
publisher without any of the obligations.

Digital search and social giants have con-
tributed greatly to connecting people, 
businesses, and communities. Yet, there 
have been unintended consequences. 
While they provide the essential plumb-
ing of our digital age, they have not fig-
ured out a way to separate the clean 
drinking water (e.g., fact-based news and 
information) from the sewage (e.g., fake 
news).

Trusted news sources provide an import-
ant filter that helps Canadians make in-
formed choices. Real journalism, which is 
based on editorial judgment and rigorous 
fact-checking, costs real money, which 
comes from advertising and/or subscrip-
tion revenue. Canadian news publishers 
employ real journalists, who adhere to 
strict editorial standards, and publish-
ers can be held liable for their content. 
Yet, federal advertising dollars that once 
helped fund our newsrooms have shifted 
largely to Big Tech companies that benefit 
from our content.

Isn't it time for the federal government 
to align its advertising spending with its 
public policy goal of supporting account-
able and trusted sources of information? 
Isn't it time to support the home team and 
keep advertising dollars, which support 
fact-based, fact-checked civic journalism, 
in Canada? The consequences of inaction 
are more misinformation and disinforma-
tion, a less informed and engaged citizen-
ry, less robust public discourse, and a loss 
of community.

Time to Keep Federal 
Advertising Dollars in Canada
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STONETOWNSTONETOWN  
CRIERCRIER The latest municipal news

from the Town of St. Marys

Contact us
519-284-2340 
communications@ town.stmarys.on.ca

ICE RENTALS
 There are plenty of ice rentals available

in May at the Pyramid Recreation
Centre. Visit our website for availability,

then call Guest Serivces to book.

townofstmarys.com/skating or 519-284-2160

SHOWER PROGRAM

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private,
secure and accessible for individuals of
all abilities. 

519-284-2160

Tuesdays, 9 AM - 1 PM | Pyramid Centre

SUMMER CAMP PRC
Camp PRC will keep your child happy

and engaged with activities for all
interests. Sign up for specific days or a
full week by searching “Camp PRC” on

ActiveNet.

townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

FAMILY MINDFULNESS EVENT

Learn how to have a mindful family
lifestyle with Melissa McIntosh, founder
of Mindful Kids Stratford. Pre-registration
is required; children welcome.
keyon.ca

May 24, 11 AM | Pyramid Centre

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS WEEK

getprepared.ca

May 7 - 13 is Emergency Preparedness
Week! Does your family know what to

do if disaster strikes? Visit the
Government of Canada's Get Prepared

website to make a plan!  

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 
MON-SAT 9AM-6PM
SUNDAY 10AM-5PM
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566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

1)The U.S. actress Kate 
Hudson is the daughter 
of which famous mother?

2)Mother Theresa found 
her missionary in which 
Indian city?

3)Who is called the 
Mother of Modern 
Physics?

4)What flower is associated with Mother’s Day?

5)Mother’s Ruin is the other name of which 
alcoholic drink?

6)Who is the mother of Prince William and 
Prince Harry?

7)“Mamma Mia” is a hit by which pop group?

8)In 1972, who had a hit with “Sylvia’s Mother”?

9)What was  Pebble’s mother’s name in the 
Flintstones?

10)Who recorded the hit single "Mother and 
Child Reunion"?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

Our Senior of the Week is Jack 
Coddington who celebrated his 85th 
birthday on May 6.  Jack is a lifelong 
resident of St. Marys and area and 

was the oldest of 12 children of Jack & 
Audrey Coddington.  He spent most of 
his working years at Hutton Transport.  

Jack has 3 children, 7 grandchildren and 
11 great grandchildren.  

Happy Belated Birthday, Jack.

The Stratford & District Chamber of Commerce 
presented their 2023 Business Excellence Awards 
at a Gala at The Best Western Plus Arden Park Ho-
tel on Thursday, May 4th.  With a sold-out audience 
of close to 400 in attendance, the event celebrated 
the success of businesses in Stratford, St Marys, 
Mitchell and area over the past year in nine catego-
ries. Judged by a panel of seven judges, chaired by 
Krista Robinson (CEO Stratford Public Library) the 
awards are in their 27th year and reflected a histo-
ry of business growth, commitment to professional 
excellence, innovation and community engagement.

The Judging Committee also included Dennis Go-
forth, (GoTech Networking Solutions) Lesley Spen-
cer-Cooper, (Malt Staging) Heidi Rolleman (The 
Barkery) Bill Boon (Aisin Canada) Pam Angus (The 
UPS Store) Johan Bossers (A Touch of Dutch Land-
scaping).

Eddie Matthews, General Manager of the Strat-
ford and District Chamber of Commerce said, “It’s 
an evening to celebrate all area businesses and to 
recognize those who were nominated in the various 
categories.”  

Shelly Windsor & Franklin Famme acted as emcees 
for the evening and set the tone for the evening with 
humour and grace.

Award Winners

The Business Leader Award went to Don McDou-
gall.  The award was presented by Danielle Walker 
(RBC).

The Hospitality Award is presented to an accommo-
dation and/or food business which has demonstrat-
ed exceptional commitment to customer service, 
staff knowledge, quality and consistency of product 
and enhancing the public stature of the communi-
ty.  This year’s winner was Demetre’s Family Eatery.   
The award was given by Laurie Stephens (MTE).

The Non-Profit/Charitable Award is given annually 
to a not-for-profit that has significantly contributed 
to the overall quality of life within the community 
and its citizens through programming and activi-
ties.  The award was presented to Rotary Hospice 
Stratford Perth and was presented by Amber Schalk 
(BDO).

The Entrepreneur Award is chosen to honour an 
emerging business which has been exceptionally 
entrepreneurial in exploring opportunities, weigh-
ing risks, growing their operations and demonstrat-
ing both business achievement and steady financial 
performance. Travis Blum (IG Wealth Management) 
presented the award to Black Creek Mobile Veteri-
nary Services. 

The Commercial Award recognizes a business which 
provided services and/or products to individuals or 
businesses and which consistently has delivered 
excellence in service and support of their prod-
uct or service.  Jeff Stewart General Carpentry was 
presented with the award by Darren Johnston (TD 
Commercial Banking).

The Innovation Award is presented to a business 
which has invented or developed an innovative 
product or process resulting in measurable and 
substantial increases in one or more areas – rev-
enue, productivity, job creation, reduction in costs, 
and improvements in service – of products, manage-

ment, manufacturing, customer service or technol-
ogy.  This year’s award was presented to Stratford 
Perth Museum by Jessica Thompson (University of 
Waterloo - Stratford School of interaction Design 
and Business).

The Manufacturing Award is chosen to recognize a 
manufacturer who has shown strong sales perfor-
mance, taken advantage of growth opportunities, 
manufacturing or product innovation, and invested 
in new marketing initiatives.  The award was pre-
sented to Lactalis by Lynn Eidt (Famme & Co).

The Service Award is given to a business who has 
demonstrated a continuing commitment to best 
practices in customer service and support.  Hum-
phrey Fleet Service received this year’s award from 
Mitchell Sullivan (BMO Bank of Montreal).

The Professional Award goes to a professional prac-
tice which demonstrates best practices in all areas of 
their operation to ensure maximization of their ca-
pabilities and capacity through ongoing education, 
accreditation of employees and enhanced workplace 
opportunities. The award went to Grit Engineering 
and was presented by Jason Nevin (UPAuto).

The Retail Award is given to a retailer who has ex-
hibited marketing and sales innovation, customer 
service excellence, and employee engagement.  This 
year’s winner was Wild Hog Country Market.  The 
award was presented by Meredith Forget (Perth 
County).

The Business of the Year Award is awarded to a 
business which has demonstrated a commitment to 
professional ethics, excellence in customer service, 
a willingness to engage in innovation, an ongoing 
responsibility to its staff and an involvement in its 
community over the years.  This year’s winner was 
Humphrey Fleet Service.   The award was presented 
by Joani Gerber (InvestStratford). 

The Chamber thanks the Presenting Partner of the 
Gala, RBC Royal Bank, the Platinum Partner – in-
vestStratford, and the Municipal, Reception, Sweet 
Treat, Prize, Red Carpet and IT Partners as well as 
the Gold, Silver and in-kind Partners for their com-
mitment to acknowledging business excellence in 
their community through the 2023 Awards Gala.

The Stratford & District Chamber of Commerce con-
gratulates all the nominees and winners for their 
business success and the recognition by their peers 
of the contribution that these businesses make to 
our communities.

2023 Business Excellence 
Award Recipients
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Bobin 
Mathew

General Manager

Jason 
Brown

Sales Manager

Craig 
Webb

Used Car Manager

Jordan 
Ritsma

Sales Consultant

Litto
Tom 

Sales Consultant

Shyam 
Sasidharan

Sales Consultant

Ben
Chester

Sales Consultant

Trish 
Millson

Fixed Operations 
Manager

Kenny 
Soobrayen

Business Manager

Muaavia 
Sani

Sales Consultant

Visit us at Stratford Kia

Sales Service Parts

We are ready to serve you at Stratford Kia!

2023 Kia Forte2023 Kia Soul 2023 Kia Sportage

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2023 Business Excellence Awards

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM

With this year's Business Excellence Awards falling on "May the Fourth", Masters 
of Ceremony Franklin Famme and Shelley Windsor had some fun dressing up as 
"Obi-Famme Kenobi" and "Princess Shell-Leia", then called up Chamber of Com-
merce GM Eddie Matthews to play the role of Yoda. (Stewart Grant photo).

St. Marys Optometry was one of nine Stonetown businesses or organizations to 
be nominated for the 2023 Stratford & District Chamber of Commerce Business 
Excellence Awards, along with Broken Rail Brewing, Delmar Foods, St. Marys Ce-
ment, Betty’s Bookshelf, Lyric Flowers, The Flour Mill Food Shop, Perth Coun-
ty Ingredients Inc., and St. Marys Healthcare Foundation. Pictured above from 
St. Marys Optometry, from left to right, are Dr. Carol Venn, Mandy Verge, Mary 
Howorth, Maggie Banks, Melanie Morrison, and Dr. Erica Gagnon. (photo by Davi-
diam Photography) 
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POOL SALES AND INSTALLATION
POOL OPENING/CLOSING AND REPAIRS
HOT TUB REPAIRS
SMALL CONCRETE JOBS

CALL OR TEXT CARL VERNOOY 519-301-3679
OR E-MAIL  VERNOOY7@GMAIL .COM

Annual Firefighers’ Breakfast draws a great crowd

The St. Marys Fire Department held their annual Firefighters’ Breakfast on Sunday, May 7th. For many, it was their first chance to see the inside of the beautiful new Fire Hall 
that was completely renovated during the pandemic. Above right, volunteer firefighters Jim Burlingham and Kevin Edwards collected the nominal fee of $10 which was fan-
tastic value considering the quality of the breakfast which included scrambled eggs, fried eggs, pancakes, sausages, bacon, toast, and coffee.
Below left, the lineup to enter the Fire Hall extended well down the sidewalk until morning showers required re-routing of the queue to the shelter of the Hall. Below right, from 
left to right, the lineup of breakfast servers included Dale Robinson (retired), Curtis Downham, Volunteer Student Reid Taylor, Volunteer Student Rachel Wilhelm and behind 
them is Brent Dundas (retired). (Stewart Grant photos)
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STRATFORD
Main store: 519-273-9330, 2954 Hwy 7&8 E | Outlet: 519-273-7453, 617 Douro Street

OUTLET
OPEN MAY 13-14 & 27-28!

IS HERE!IS HERE!SSEEAASS      NNPatioPatio

Visit us at stratfordhomefurniture.ca and homefurniture.ca

Jim Fierling
Dealer/OwnerFollow us on:

Main Store Hours:
Monday to Thursday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.

OUTLET OPEN every 2nd & 4th full weekend

Made here in Stratford!Made here in Stratford!

FEATURINGFEATURING
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SPONSORED BY:
McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St E
Founding and Forever partner of 

Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the Stonetown Crier on 
Page 5
St. Marys Public Library events – See Page 29
Friday, May 12
- Friends of the Library book sale at the Town Hall auditorium – 
10 am to 5 pm
- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog/sausage lunch at Noon
- A.N.A.F. meat draw  – 6 pm
Saturday, May 13
- St. Marys Farmers Market at Milt Dunnell Field – 8 am to Noon
- Legion Bake Sale,  9 am - Noon
- Friends of the Library book sale at the Town Hall auditorium – 
10 am to 4 pm
- Ken Kittmer 90th Birthday open house, 540 Emily Street – 2 
to 4 pm
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 pm
Sunday, May 14
- Mother’s Day Community event in Thorndale – See Page 20 
for a list of activities
Tuesday, May 16
- Last day to bid on items in the Harrington Community 
Auction – See details on Page 15
Wednesday, May 17
- St. Marys Kinettes Les Smith concert at St. Marys United 
Church – 7 to 9 pm
Thursday, May 18
- Kingsway Lodge Fashion Show – 1:30 pm, Clothing Sale – 2 
to 4 pm

THE WEEK AHEADTHE WEEK AHEAD

Gospel Jazz 
Concert

First Baptist Church 
34 Church Street South, St. Marys

- featuring -
Noel Banavage – Saxophonist and Clarinetist

Emily Hewitt - Pianist
Frank St. Germain – Singer/Songwriter, Pianist

Kelly Baker – Vocalist
Lee Pickel – Guitarist and Vocalist

Available at: 
The Flower Shop and More, 147 Queen St. E St. Marys

St. Marys Veterinarian Clinic, 500 Water St. S. St. Marys

Saturday, May 27, 
at 7:00 PM

$20 $20 / ticket/ ticket

AllWheelsPark donation of the week

The Steering committee for the Rotary All Wheels Park on James Street sends heartfelt thanks to the team at 
VET  PURCHASING, here in St Marys, for their very generous donation of $1,500. This community project is 
being well received and we are so appreciative of your support. Pictured, from left, Pat Hinnegan, CEO, Heath-
er Dubois, HR & Safety Compliance Manager, Paul Alcock, Warehouse Operations Manager, Stacey MacNeil, 
Supplier Relations, Chris Stoddard, IT Manager, Charlotte Riordan, Purchasing Manager, and Anand Dube, 
Financial Controller.  (Contributed photo)

Kirkton Horticultural Society Hosts AGM
By Sue Boyd

"Thumbs Up for Change" was the theme of the 
OHA's (Ontario Horticultural Association) 2023   
District 10 AGM. It was hosted by the Kirkton Horti-
cultural Society and held at the Kirkton-Woodham 
Community Center on April 29 with 160 horticul-
tural members attending. 

It was  a  wonderful day, highlighted by 2 well 
known and inspiring speakers. Paul Zammit's top-
ic was "Rethinking Beauty: Inspiring Gardeners 
in a Changing World". Better known to many of us 
through this very newspaper, Paul Knowles enter-
tained us with "The Cure for Gardener's Disease."

Both speakers left us with important messages. The 
goal of gardening is not "perfection", but lies in 
creating diversity using native plants that support 
insect and animal life. That includes food for our-
selves. Also, we need to enjoy and appreciate our 
gardens as an evolving art form. 

Everyone enjoyed the variety of plants and creative 
designs from the flower show, a catered lunch by 
Janice Mitchell, and the exchange of ideas from the 
other 19 Horticultural Societies. 

Baking ✶ Produce ✶ Breakfast 
Preserves ✶ Youth boothsThe St. Marys Farmers’ Market

This week’s featured items: 
Rhubarb and Asparagus

 
Saturdays 8 am to noon at Milt Dunnell Field
      
”

Vendors wanted!  Email us to learn more:
stmarysfarmersmarket92@gmail.com

Connect with us for updates!
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BOOKKEEPER/ACCOUNTING CLERK
We are a mid-sized, well established general contractor/construction company looking to hire an Bookkeeper/
Accounting Clerk  that is a detail-oriented, an enthusiastic individual to help us manage our books.  Respon-
sibilities include:  data entry, MS Office (Word/Excel-intermediate/advanced) required, you will be the first 
point of contact, assist in all accounting functions.  
Our company is fast-paced, yet a comfortable family-style environment. This position will be in office, remote 
working when weather or other circumstances arise that a remote day may be needed. If you are a confident 
multi-tasker who thrives in a fast-paced, growth-focused environment, then this job would be a good fit for 
you.
Accuracy, confidentiality, and excellent organizational skills are essential qualifications for this position. The 
successful candidate will excel at customer relations and be able to communicate clearly with the team and 
customers.
Responsibilities
 • Provide accounting/bookkeeping functions/services with accounting department
 • Accounts Payable and Accounts Receivable (invoicing and collection)
 • Posting and entering data accurately
 • Prepare and maintain accounting documents and records
 • Prepare bank deposits, general ledger postings, statements and bank reconciliation
 • Reconcile accounts in a timely manner
 • Daily posting of key data of financial transactions in database
 • Provide assistance and support to company personnel
 • Reconcile/validate, track and restore accounting or documentation problems and discrepancies
 • Inform management and compile reports/summaries on activity in all areas of accounting
 • Other administration tasks that will arise from time to time/reception
 • Regularly update job-related knowledge
Requirements
 • Proven accounting experience, preferably as an Accounts Receivable or 
   Accounts Payable/bookkeeper position
 • Familiarity with bookkeeping and GAAP accounting principles/procedures
 • Competency in MS Office, databases and JONAS
 • Hands-on experience with spreadsheets (intermediate/advanced)
 • Accuracy and attention to detail
 • Possess analytical thinking/skills
 • Ability to perform filing and record keeping tasks
 • Data entry and word processing skills, well versed in English language (written/verbal)
 • Well organized and fast learner
Qualifications:
 • Post-secondary degree/diploma, accounting or adjacent field
 • 3 years of experience is preferred, general contracting experience is a definite asset
 • Knowledge of construction management software (Jonas) is an asset or equivalent
 • Strong organizational, analytical, interpersonal, and communication skills (written & verbal)
 • Ability to work independently
 • Intermediate/advanced Excel experience (Adobe, Microsoft Outlook, Word/Excel experience)

Please send your resume to employment@nithvalley.com
We would like to thank all applicants for their interest; however, we will contact the most qualified applicants only.

CALL NOW FOR SPRING HYDROSEEDING�
Bryn Luckhardt, N.P.D

519-272-3408 • bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com
www.luckhardtlandworks.com

ST. MARYS, ONTARIO

NOW HIRING - PART TIME TRUCK DRIVER
APPLY TO: bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com OR 519-272-3408

Smile Cookie count: 16,347!

Tim Hortons' annual Smile Cookie Campaign was a great success with 16,347 
cookies sold from May 1-7 and a total amount raised of $24,661. The funds raised 
will go towards the purchase of a Cast Saw for the St. Marys Memorial Hospital 
Emergency Department.  (Stewart Grant photo)
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FOLLOW US ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA TO 
STAY UPDATED!

FACEBOOK.COM/STMARYSINDY
TWITTER.COM/STMARYSINDY

WWW.STMARYSINDY.COM
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Senior Girls take one of two in chilly trip to Goderich

Senior Boys earn bounce-back win

Junior Girls battle to tie against St. Anne's

SPORTS —

First 50 people
to bring this coupon to 
Lyric flowers between 

May 10 and May 13 
get a free bundle of tulips 
for their special mom on 

Mother's Day

Lindsay Pickering
519-276-9959

www.lindsaypickering.ca
lindsaypickering22@gmail.com

The Independent Sports is brought to you by

By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys DCVI Senior Girls soc-
cer team battled through just about 
everything except locusts last Tues-
day in Goderich, coming away with a 
win and a tie.

DCVI took on a chippy Madill squad in 
their first game of the day whose style 
was another wrinkle that the Salukis 
had to get used to in addition to the 
frosty weather in which they played. 
After making a great save, a Madill at-
tacker's hard drive to the goal pushed 
keeper Matt Luyten, causing him to 
drop the ball and allowing a tap-in 
and a 1-0 Madill lead.

The St. Marys team was determined 
to come back after that. In the second 
half, Alex Binning pushed through 

Madill's midfield and defensive line 
and sent an excellent shot into the 
back of the net to tie the game one 
apiece. The Salukis ran out of time 
and Binning's goal would prove to be 
the last tally of the contest which end-
ed in the 1-1 draw, but Co-Coach Ra-
chelle Pearson told the Independent 
that she and fellow coach Christopher 
Huber feel optimistic about how they 
stack up against Madill should they 
meet again.

"We ran out of time at the end to take 
the lead but we were really push-
ing the play once we settled into the 
game," said Pearson. "We feel very 
confident in our team's skill level and 
their ability to battle through adver-
sity that they had on display against 
Madill."

The Salukis were then in action later 
that day against the hosts of Goderich. 
During the first half of the game, Eve 
Greig perfectly curved the ball into 
the Goderich net to jump out to the 
lead 1-0. In the second half, Alex Bin-
ning made it three straight games 
with a goal to make it 2-0, the even-
tual final score. Luyten made some 
excellent saves in net and the team 
played strong defensively in front of 
the St. Marys keeper to secure the 
victory.

In addition to Binning who has been 
white-hot to start this season, Pear-
son mentioned Ava Ainsley as having 
a stand-out day last Tuesday.

"Ava was fantastic in both games for 
us," Pearson raved. "She was solid on 

defence, had great footwork and set 
up some good offensive opportunities 
for our midfielders and forwards. Alex 
has obviously been great for us offen-
sively with a three-game goal streak."

Pearson also praised the team as a 
whole for being able to grit their way 
through the less-than-desirable play-
ing conditions in which they found 
themselves.

"I think the weather was a large part 
of the story yesterday," added Pear-
son. "It was a challenge to play in the 
very cold temperatures as well as the 
constant precipitation which alternat-
ed between rain and snow. The team 
pushed through and they were able to 
maintain control with a very slippery 
ball and field."

By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys DCVI Senior Boys soc-
cer team travelled to Goderich last 
Tuesday to face F.E. Madill, Goderich, 
and the snow, and after a tough loss 
in the first game in which the Salukis 
likely deserved a better result, they 
continued their strong play and came 
away with a win in game two.

DCVI's first game resulted in an un-
fortunate 1-0 loss to Madill but the 
Salukis were dominant in the game. 
However, the Madill keeper was un-
beatable, keeping the St. Marys squad 
off the board with a stellar effort in 
between the pipes. Will Boreham and 
Isaac Zurbrigg had some of the Sa-
lukis' best scoring opportunities but 

were unable to get past the goalie.

Head Coach Richard Farmer admit-
ted that the loss to Madill hurt for a 
variety of reasons while acknowledg-
ing that he couldn't have asked much 
more out of his team.

"We were in Madill's half for the ma-
jority of the game and likely possessed 
the ball for around 90 percent of the 
game," Farmer told the Independent. 
"Madill only had two shots on net, but 
one was a really well-taken free kick 
that beat Jack [Switzer, DCVI's keep-
er]. The Madill keeper likely stopped 
at least 30 shots.

"Our shots weren't the best as the boys 
had a hard time getting power on their 
shots due to a slippery field. The loss 

to Madill does hurt us and our chances 
for WOSSAA, making our other single 
A matches that much more important."

In the second game against Goderich, 
the scoring touch returned as the Se-
nior Boys were able to comfortably 
beat Goderich 3-1. Jaden Shiell scored 
a hat trick and Charles Black had what 
Farmer called a "man-of-the-match" 
defensive effort.

"We did a better job getting wide and 
stretching the Goderich defence," said 
Farmer. "Jaden scored all three goals 
and all came off of rebounds. Carson 
Brock set him up twice with a shot and 
a cross and one of the goals came off 
of a Giuseppe Passarelli cross. Arthur 
Douglas had an excellent game and 

probably deserved a goal himself."

Farmer explained that the team's big-
gest focus this season has been mak-
ing their ball movement better with 
the hope of qualifying for WOSSAA 
coming up on the horizon.

"We have been working to become a 
stronger passing team in preparation 
for WOSSAA, assuming we make it, 
where the level of play is much higher. 
The passing game so far this season 
is much improved from last year, and 
they are communicating really well. 
We still need to work on using the 
width of the field more as the wingers 
are often left wide open, but I've really 
liked the improvement we've seen so 
far this year."

By Spencer Seymour

The pitch in Clinton was more like a 
swamp that the St. Marys DCVI Junior 
Girls soccer team had to try to wade 
through last Thursday in their game 
against St. Anne's.

"The rain held off during the game 
which was great but the pitch was 
still incredibly hard to navigate," said 

Head Coach Shana Pereira. "Players 
were ankle-deep in mud on half the 
field and both teams were slipping 
and sliding everywhere. Those condi-
tions made it difficult to move the ball 
effectively."

Neither St. Marys nor St. Anne's were 
able to beat the opposing goaltenders 
due in no small part to the aforemen-
tioned playing conditions. Despite 

that, there were positives to build 
from along with some areas of im-
provement identified by the coaching 
staff.

"Our defence was solid and we were 
good at getting the ball down the out-
side line. We also did a good job of 
trying to work through the conditions 
of the field. We do need more commu-
nication on the pitch to help our ball 

movement get a bit stronger and our 
positioning on the field has the po-
tential to be better, but we certainly 
like the way we're trending."

Heading into this week's schedule, 
DCVI's Junior Girls sat in second 
place in the Huron-Perth standings, 
one point ahead of Listowel.
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By Spencer Seymour

For many of the Stonetown Karate 
Centre (SKC) students who participat-
ed in the Midwestern Ontario Karate 
Tournament on April 30th in Listowel, 
it was their tournament debut. Despite 
that, plenty of local students returned 
home with strong results.

Of the 11 top-three finishes obtained 
by SKC students competing in their 
first tournament, two of them were 
top-spot placements in one of the var-
ious divisions. These first-place fin-
ishes included Parker Charfield, who 
placed atop the 6-7-year-old Novice 
division, as well as Anica Van Bakel, 
who came in first in the Kata 10-12 
Novice division.

The second-place finishes for the 
students at their first tournament in-
cluded Josh Lariviere taking second 
in 13-17 Advanced Kata. Lariviere 
also placed third in 13-17 Advanced 
Sparring. Lincoln Bordman also had a 
strong second-place finish in 6-7 Nov-
ice Kata.

Along with Lariviere's Bronze re-
sult, four other SKC students picked 
up third-place finishes in their debut 
tournament. Connor Gerrits took third 
in 13-17 Advanced Kata. Emily Gerrits 
finished second in 8-9 Advanced Kata. 
Alexandra Wilson placed third in both 
10-12 Intermediate Kata and Weap-
ons. Samantha Wilson came in third in 
8-9 Advanced Kata.

Several students also earned solid 
fourth-place results, including Olivia 

Bordman in 10-12 Intermediate Kata 
and Sophia Bordman in 8-9 Interme-
diate Kata. Colin Greve finished fourth 
in 8-9 Intermediate Kata on the boys' 
side. Serene Dennis earned fourth in 
8-9 Novice Kata. Theodore Shute took 
fourth in 6-7 Intermediate Kata.

Sensei Jeremy Lorentz said watching 
so many of his students have such 
strong tournament debuts was a joy to 

watch.

"The Midwestern Ontario Karate tour-
nament was a great first-time tour-
nament for a bunch of our students 
to experience the competitive side of 
karate. A lot of our students came back 
excited to try more tournaments in 
the future and that is a great thing. So 
many emotions with the uncertainty 
and nerves our first-time students felt 

but they pulled through with lots of 
smiles and gained a huge confidence 
boost in the end."

Many of the SKC participants were 
more experienced, including Jalyne 
Lorentz, who had a clean sweep of 
first-place results in Kata, Weapons, 
and Creative Forms in the 18-and-un-
der Black Belt division

Staying in the 18-and-under Black 
Belt group, Isabelle Lariviere finished 
first in Sparring, second in Kata, and 
third in Weapons. Fox Houston also 
brought home a first-place finish in 
Kata as well as a third-place result in 
Weapons.

In the coloured belt divisions, Marieke 
van Lierop earned first in Kata and 
second in Weapons in the 13-17 Ad-
vanced division. In the same division, 
Kaela Hymus placed third in Weapons 
and Amera Haines finished third in 
Kata.

In the 10-12 Advanced division, Kylie 
King earned second in Kata and third 
in Weapons. Lorentz was also thrilled 
with the efforts of his more veteran 
students.

"For our elite and national team stu-
dents, this tournament provided more 
practice in the ring as they prepare 
for the WKC National event in Otta-
wa in the next couple of weeks. We 
can't thank our parents and families 
enough for supporting our students 
and cheering them on. We are truly 
thankful to have such an amazing ka-
rate family."

SPORTS —

Taps on the Thames at 
Science Hill Country Club 

IS NOW OPEN!

(519) 284-3621

10% off McCully's Pickled Beans

May Store Hours 

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Open Friday and Sunday, 10 – 5
Open Saturday, 9 – 5

McCully's carries local Ambrosia, Gala, and Honey Crisp

Local Apples

Shop McCully's for locally raised meats, including Black Angus Beef, 
Bison, Chicken, Lamb,  Pork and Turkey. 

McCully's has a great selection of Roasting Chickens,                                        
great for family dinners.

In the Freezer

Check out our selection of ready-made meals. We offer a wide variety 
of meat pies and soups, along with baked beans, chili, shepard's pie 

and beef stew. Don't forget to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, maple 
butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

McCully's Makes Meal Prep Fast & Simple

Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys

The Stonetown Karate Centre was well-represented at the Midwestern Ontario Ka-
rate Tournament on April 30th in Listowel, with many students picking up strong 
top-four finishes in their competitive tournament debut. Pictured in the front row, 
from left to right, are Lincoln Bordman, Samantha Wilson, Theodore Shute, Sophia 
Bordman, Emily Gerrits, and Parker Charfield. In the middle row, from left, are 
Colin Greve, Conner Gerrits, Fox Houston, Alexandra Wilson, Anica Van Bakel, 
and Jalyne Lorentz. In the back row, from left, are Kylie King, Marieke van Lierop, 
Joshua Lariviere, Kaela Hymus, Amera Haines, and Isabelle Lariviere. (Photo cred-
it: Spencer Seymour)

Strong results in first tourney for many SKC students
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Open on Sundays 10 am to 3 pm

www.samshomehardware.com 

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6  
Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

DURA-CUBE SOFTENER SALT 
NOW AVAILABLE 

AT SAM'S HOME HARDWARE

Estate Planning is 
essential to ensure 

that your last wishes 
are followed. 

See us to make certain things 
are in order
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Andrew L. Hodges  
Funeral Home Ltd.�

Serving St. Marys and area since 2003

47 Wellington Street South, St. Marys
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

519-284-2820

Offering personal and affordable funeral options,  
including burial, cremation and donation to science. 

Price list and preplanning information always  
available on our website or contact us  
to meet in person to discuss your wishes. 

SMMHA presents OMHA Major Player awards

Pictured above from left to right is U18 B Boys St. Marys Rock Head Coach Adam 
Zurbrigg and the team's goaltender Josh Ballantyne, who won the Donald K. Mos-
sip Memorial Award presented yearly to the most outstanding U18 goaltender. 
Ballantyne was described as the "backbone of the U18 B Boys and gave the team 
a chance to win every night."

Zurbrigg presented the Terry Crisp Award for being the most colourful and hardest 
working player to Ethan Brine. All of the awards were presented at the beginning 
of last Tuesday's SMMHA Annual General Meeting at the PRC. According to Zur-
brigg, Brine was always "respectful yet challenged everyone to be better at their 
craft."

The Mike Mattiusi Award recognizing the most sportsmanlike player on and off 
the ice was presented to Lucas McCurdy. The Head Coach praised McCurdy as "a 
competitor who never complained and absorbed a ton of physicality" to help his 
teammates find more time and space on the ice.

The Bob Searles Award for the SMMHA's most outstanding player went to co-win-
ners Owen Boyd (middle) and Ian Boyd (right), who were recognized as "two of 
the U18 B Boys' most consistently dynamic offensive weapons and all-around 
leaders." (All photos by Spencer Seymour)
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THE SPRING THE SPRING 
SEASON IN SEASON IN 

STYLESTYLE
St. Marys Community 

Ladies Welcome!

Kingsway Lodge Lower Level
Please Plan To Join Us!

Contact Laurie 519 284 2921 X230

Laura Clothing Store

THURSDAY 
MAY 18TH, 2023

1:301:30  Fashion ShowFashion Show
2:00-4:00 pm2:00-4:00 pm  Clothing SaleClothing Sale  

20% Discount20% Discount

Happy

Canada
Day

CANADA DAY 
PARADE

Saturday July 1, 2023 11am
St. Marys ON

To enter your school, business, 
organization or any other interested 

folks, contact Don or Margaret at 
519-284-1548. Deadline is Friday June 23. 

SMMHA presents OWHA Major Player awards

Pictured above from left to right are Don Scott, Head Coach of the U18 B Girls St. 
Marys Rock, and Lucy Petrie, who won the Lindsay Atkinson Memorial Award as 
the SMMHA's most sportsmanlike player on and off the ice. Petrie was described 
as "a pleasure to be around and a new member of the team who came in with a 
great attitude and did anything the team asked."

Naeve Goris (middle) and Hailey Scott (right) were co-winners of the Dixies Award 
as the most skillful and hardest-working players. All of the awards were presented 
at the beginning of last Tuesday's SMMHA Annual General Meeting at the PRC. 
Both were described as "giving 100 percent effort every shift and every practice, 
and able to go out at any given time."

The Doug Hicks Memorial Trophy for outstanding leadership went to Natalie John-
ston. According to Coach Scott, Johnston "was always positive and worked in-
credibly hard in games and practice."

The Ernie Little Trophy for the most outstanding goalie was presented to Matt Luy-
ten. Scott praised Luyten for "giving the [U18 B Girls] team a chance to win every 
game." (All photos by Spencer Seymour)
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Depleted Junior Boys downed in Clinton
SPORTS —

By Spencer Seymour

With their lineup thrown into the 
blender due to illnesses and vaca-
tions, the St. Marys DCVI Junior Boys 
soccer team was unable to overcome 
the St. Anne's Eagles and their rug-
ged playing conditions, falling 2-1 in 
their trip to Clinton last Thursday.

Head Coach Scott Spillane told the 
Independent that, while the result 
wasn't what they had hoped for, he 
was happy with the way the team bat-
tled with pretty much everything go-
ing against them.

"The east end of the field was very 
muddy and made defending nearly 
impossible," said Spillane. "We had a 
speed advantage but again, the sur-
face of their pitch nullified that tool in 
our arsenal, and it made it very hard 
to complete passes and make plays."

With their lineup having many ab-
sences, several players were thrust 
into new roles. According to Spillane, 
many handled the tasks admirably 
despite the less-than-favourable con-
ditions.

"Simon Taylor was introduced at left 

forward and had a very strong game, 
scoring the Salukis' lone goal of the 
contest and creating several chances 
on the wings.

"Owen Morris played valiantly at cen-
tre-back for the first time and shut 
down many of St. Anne's chances. 
Gavin Massie also had a really strong 
game at right-back by defending well 
and winning several 50-50 ball bat-
tles with his head and determined 
play. Diego Franco-Farmer shifted to a 
centre-back role and was very poised. 
He moved the ball forward well when 

given an opportunity."

The Head Coach praised the group 
for their ability to remain in the game 
right until the end and face the adver-
sity head-on.

"Overall, I am happy with our effort," 
Spillane stated. "If not for an unlucky 
St. Anne's penalty shot late in the 
game, it likely would have ended in 
a tie. Obviously, it wasn't the best set 
of circumstances for us going in but 
competed our boys as hard as they 
could."

Bradley: Lincs' Prospect Camp a 'huge success'
By Spencer Seymour

Instead of being in his usual position 
behind the bench, St. Marys Lincolns' 
Head Coach Jeff Bradley was in the 
stands this past weekend evaluating 
the team's Prospect Camp. With over 
120 attendees making up six full teams, 
Bradley told the Independent that he 
was ecstatic with how the three-day 
event played out.

"It was a huge success," raved Bradley. 
"Our scouts and our GM did a great 
job at bringing in some really good tal-
ent for us to get a look at, and Bran-
don [Boyd, Lincs' President] and the 
volunteers did a good job at making it 
a good experience that felt close to a 
real game."

The three-day camp saw the six 
squads rotate through nine 45-minute 
games, culminating with the Green vs 
White game with the standard three 
20-minute periods. Bradley believes 
the experience gave all of the attend-
ees "bang for their buck."

"Obviously, with the number of players 
we had come to camp, not all of them 
are going to make the team next year. 
But everyone who came is spending 
their hard-earned money to have an 
experience and try out for a team so I 
think it's incredibly valuable not only 
for the players who do end up making 
our team next year."

Arguably the biggest reason the camp 
was such a positive in the eyes of the 

Head Coach was the calibre of play 
and the amount of talent that made up 
the camp.

"I was really impressed with the lev-
el of play. I've seen eight or nine ju-
nior camps now and I've never seen a 
camp more competitive. Considering 
the number of players we had here, it 

wouldn't have been hard for the level 
of play to get watered down at times 
but we didn't see a single kid who 
didn't belong in that camp. Taking the 
best 40 out of the whole camp was re-
ally tough and I thought the game on 
Sunday looked like a real junior hock-
ey game."

CASCADE CLEANERSCASCADE CLEANERS
& LAUNDERERS& LAUNDERERS

34 Water Street South, St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1C334 Water Street South, St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1C3
Tel: 519-284-1390Tel: 519-284-1390

We do our cleaning right here including comforters, We do our cleaning right here including comforters, 
drapes, wedding gowns, and general cleaning.drapes, wedding gowns, and general cleaning.

We send out area rugs, suedes, leathers and we also We send out area rugs, suedes, leathers and we also 
send out shoe repair. send out shoe repair. 

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player
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SPORTS —

Dr. Michael Nixon and Dr. Karl Weselan

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later 
appointment times three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

REFILL NOT 
LANDFILL

YOUR PRINTER 
CARTRIDGES

804 Ontario St. C2 (A&W Plaza) Stratford, ON
Bring in this coupon for an additional 15% OFF

Expiry: August 31, 2023
rob@tonerandinkshop.ca |  www.tonerandinkshop.ca

519-273-5777

Two St. Marys bowling teams finish top four of 
Howie tournament

Pictured in the photo on the left, from left to right, is the All-Star Boys' team consisting of Nathan McKeen, Coach Kelvin Chamber, Tyler Sims, and Nate Sims. The boys 
took third place in the Bob Howie tournament held at Towne Bowl in Kitchener on Sunday, May 7th. McKeen had the highest average in the Junior boys division, while 
Tyler Sims, playing in a division above his usual grouping, posted an average of 210. The photo on the right is the All-Star Girls' team. Pictured, from left, are Sophie 
Brockman, Coach Helen Brockman, Leia Slaney, and Natalie McKeen. The girls placed fourth in the tournament. Sophie's 212 average was the highest average in the 
girls' division. (Contributed photos)

For Hall Rentals 
call 519-271-5343

Sun. April 30 - Yvonne Waldie, Sebringville  $50.00

Mon. May 01 - Sebastian D'Amico, Oshawa  $50.00

Tues. May 02 - Ethan Skinner, St. Pauls  $50.00

Wed. May 03 - Tyler Rae, St. Marys   $50.00

Thur. May 04 - Lynann Bernard, Stratford  $50.00

Fri. May 05 - Richard Quast, Gadshill   $50.00

Sat. May 06 - Sandra DeJong, Bruce�eld  $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
 www.fraserpaving.ca

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390

�������������������
����������������������

����
	�����
������

�����������
���������������

����

��

�����������������������������������

���������������������������

Community Liaison Committee 
The next Community Liaison Committee Meeting is going 
to be held on Friday June 16th at 10am. Members of the 
public who wish to observe as the members of the 
Committee discuss information with respect to St Marys 
Cement can watch the live meeting online. Please see the 
Town of St Marys Events Calendar for the link to the 
online meeting.

Please submit any questions and concerns for the meeting 
by June 14th to kara.terpstra@vcimentos.com.
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*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

STRATFORD KIA – VISIT US TODAY!STRATFORD KIA – VISIT US TODAY!

2018 Mercedes-Benz CLA

$38,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
29,143 km

250 4MATIC Coupe 
All-Wheel-Drive

2021 Kia K5 LX

$32,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
46,305 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Lexus NX 300 Base

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
34,088 km

All-Wheel Drive

2020 Mazda CX-9 Signature

$45,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
27,283 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Mazda CX-9 Signature

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
24,383 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Volkswagen Atlas Cross Sport

$47,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
17,960 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Subaru Crosstrek Limited

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
52,208 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Subaru Crosstrek Limited

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
52,208 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Hyundai Tucson 2.0L 

$36,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
35,693 km

All-Wheel Drive

2020 Volkswagen e-Golf 

$37,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
55,602 km

Comfortline
Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Nissan Rogue SV 

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
41,118 km

All-Wheel Drive

2020 Toyota Corolla LE

$26,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
51,248 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2019 Nissan Rogue S

$28,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
52,918 km

All-Wheel Drive

2020 Volkswagen e-Golf 

$38,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
30,658 km

Comfortline
Front-Wheel Drive

2020 Volkswagen Tiguan

$34,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
44,772 km

Comfortline
All-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

Bobin 
Mathew

General Manager

Jason 
Brown

Sales Manager

Craig 
Webb

Used Car Manager

Jordan 
Ritsma

Sales Consultant

Litto
Tom 

Sales Consultant

Shyam 
Sasidharan

Sales Consultant

Ben
Chester

Sales Consultant

Trish 
Millson

Fixed Operations 
Manager

Kenny 
Soobrayen

Business Manager

Muaavia 
Sani

Sales Consultant

SPORTS —
St. Marys duos win Gold in first Pickleball Championship Series

Two teams of St. Marys residents captured Gold at the inaugural Pickleball Ontario Championship Series. The regional event was the third of the provincial Pickleball 
Championship Series and was held in Stratford last weekend. All of the Gold Medal winners earn free entry into the Series Finals to be held in Collingwood from Sep-
tember 21st to 24th. In the photo on the left, the middle duo holding the 'Golden Ticket' is Denis Dumont and Merlin Leis of St. Marys, who finished atop the Mens Dou-
bles skill level 3.5 and under, age 65 and above division. In the photo on the right, the middle duo holding the 'Golden Ticket' is Merlin and Angela Leis, who claimed first 
place in the Mixed Doubles skill level 3.0 and under, age 50-64 division. A strong contingent of St. Marys residents also included Dave Baxter, Marianne Debrabandere, 
Dan Ferguson, Brenda Follis, Dwayne Henderson, Jody Henderson, Cate Hishon, Barb Klomp, Marty Klomp, Brian McKinnon, Barb Nicholson, Paul Payette, Meagan 
Richardson, Mike Richardson, and Carol Venn. (Contributed photos)
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EGYPTROCKIESPORTUGALNEWFOUNDLAND

October 2024October 2024
August 2024August 2024

ITALY IRELANDGALAPAGOS SCOTLAND
April 2024April 2024 June 2024June 2024May 2024May 2024 June 2024June 2024

September 2024September 2024 September 2024September 2024

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4  Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4  
TICO #50010159TICO #50010159

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9
TICO #50025796TICO #50025796

St. Marys 519-284-2332 | New Hamburg 226-333-9939St. Marys 519-284-2332 | New Hamburg 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.comwww.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

Galapagos – April 2024Galapagos – April 2024

Italy – May 2024Italy – May 2024

Ireland – June 2024Ireland – June 2024

Scotland – June 2024Scotland – June 2024

Newfoundland – August 2024Newfoundland – August 2024

Rocky Mountaineer – September 2024Rocky Mountaineer – September 2024

Portugal – September 2024Portugal – September 2024

Egypt – October 2024Egypt – October 2024

Antarctica – January 2025Antarctica – January 2025

Vietnam/Cambodia – January 2025Vietnam/Cambodia – January 2025

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

JOIN ONE OF OUR POPULAR 
GROUP TOURS

Stay tuned for details on upcoming tripsStay tuned for details on upcoming trips
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THORNDALE
WEEKLY NEWS

By Nancy Abra

Recently, on the evening of April 27th, 
the School Advisory Council (SAC) 
hosted a ‘Wellness For All’ at West 
Nissouri Public School (WNPS). Stu-
dents, parents, yoga club members, 
dance club members, school staff and 
council participated in yoga and med-
itation. Rising Lotus Yoga Studio and 
Laughing Goat Yoga Studio of Thorn-
dale conducted the yoga exercise in 
the school gym. Aligned Soul & Body 
of Thorndale conducted the medi-
tation session in the school’s library 
that evening.

Michelle Coghlin, chair of the School 

Advisory Counsel said, “Four new 
yoga mats were raffled off and all the 
students walked out with their own 
WNPS ‘Wildfire’ water bottle. This 
event was a true testament to the 
commitment and dedication within 
the school and our community.” 

Coghlin added, “The Counsel is plan-
ning to host another ‘Wellness For All’ 
later in the fall. We are already start-
ing to toss around ideas for the theme 
for that event. I have already had 
people from the community reach out 
saying they would love to be included 
in our event in their areas of exper-
tise which will be wonderful.”

By Nancy Abra

A couple of weeks ago, the Middle-
sex Junior Farmers held their annual 
‘Farmers Night Out’ at the Thorndale 
Lions Community Centre. Besides a 
dance and social evening, they orga-
nized a live and silent auction to raise 
money for mental health initiatives 
for rural Middlesex County. Thanks 
to the generosity of the people who 
donated to the auction, and those 
who bid, they were able to raise an 
impressive $4,000 for this cause.

The Middlesex Junior Farmers is a 
non-profit youth group for anyone 
between the ages of 15 and 29 to 
connect with peers and support their 

communities by organizing and par-
ticipating in betterment projects. This 
vibrant group is the local chapter of 
the Junior Farmers Association of 
Ontario. Members tend to be the ru-
ral youth but not all are from farms. 
Chapter clubs usually meet once a 
month and take part in a number of 
activities, ranging from sports, cul-
tural events to interesting road trips 
within the county and throughout the 
province.

For over 75 years, Junior Farmers has 
played an important role in the de-
velopment of leaders, most visibly in 
the rural and agricultural sector. They 
provide opportunities for young peo-

ple of all backgrounds, but especially 
those in rural Ontario, to take on the 
challenge of exploring their individ-
ual talents and potential to develop 
personally while being involved in 
improving their communities, net-
working, and having fun. Members 
are guided by the motto “Building 
Communities. Building Leaders” with 
the mission “to build rural leaders 
through personal growth, travel, ex-
periences, and community better-
ment,” as they conduct positive social 
and educational activities which sat-
isfy their personal needs and inter-
ests while directing service projects 
which meet the needs of their com-
munity. (www.jfao.on.ca)

For their next project, the Middlesex 
Junior Farmers, as they did last year, 
will be putting up field crop signs 
across the county in 2023 to edu-
cate the public about the crops being 
grown at that location.

New members are welcome, please 
contact middlesexjf@gmail.com. It’s a 
great way to connect with others and 
build friendships that will last a life-
time. At the same time, it gets you in-
volved in your community and opens 
the door for opportunities to build 
leadership skills and travel within 
Ontario, Canada and internationally.

By Sarah Watkin 

The village of Thorndale once again 
can hear the melodic signalling of 
noon and 6 p.m. now that the caril-
lon in the bell tower at St. George’s 
on the Wye has been restored. Each 
day it signals the lunch and supper 
hour with a few minutes of chiming 
and can be easily heard throughout 
the main area of Thorndale. Put in 
place in 1996 and funded by memo-
rial donations from church members, 
the sound of its chiming keeps their 
legacy a part of each and every day.

The previous speakers installed 27 
years ago served without disruption, 

daily and year in and year out, with 
no repair or maintenance. When they 
failed, a part had to be sourced and 
the proceeds from our annual Pan-
cake Supper went to cover this ex-
pense. Upon further examination, it 
was discovered the speakers required 
replacing as well. Installation of the 
new speakers was achieved by cutting 
a space in the floor of the bell tower, 
gaining access from inside the church.

With the new equipment now in-
stalled, the music from the chimes 
at St. George’s returns to being an 
element to the daily soundtrack of 
Thorndale’s small-town life.

‘Wellness For All’ at West Nissouri Public School

Middlesex Jr. Farmers raise funds for mental health

Update on the carillon at St. 
George’s Anglican Church

RUN YOUR THORNDALE 
BASED AD HERE!

Affordable advertising prices to meet every budget!

CONTACT US AT THORNDALEONTARIONEWS@GMAIL.COM
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HISTORIC ST. MARYS: The Coronation of King George VI

HISTORY —

By Mary Smith

It may be an understatement to say that celebra-
tions in St. Marys last weekend to mark the coro-
nation of King Charles III were low key. Certainly 
there were die-hard royalists who set their alarms 
for four o’clock on Saturday morning and woke up 
early enough to watch television coverage of the 
procession to Westminster Abbey. But many oth-
er local residents didn’t consider doing any such 
thing. It was better to catch up on sleep after many 
recent evenings of playoff hockey. Perhaps they 
caught coronation highlights in news reports. Or 
maybe they didn’t bother doing that either. In St. 
Marys, the day was warm and sunny, the Farmers’ 
Market opened for the season, lawn mowers were 
humming – many local affairs had greater priority. 
Still others, if they thought about the coronation at 
all, wondered why this seemingly archaic and ir-
relevant affair was even happening in a world of 
so many devastating events in places like Ukraine, 
Sudan and Haiti.  

This was not the case in St. Marys almost exactly 
86 years ago, the last time a king was crowned in 
England. In 1937, the local newspaper, the Journal 
Argus, devoted considerable space to the May 12 
coronation of King George VI, the current king’s 
grandfather. The world was in a precarious state at 
that time too. The Great Depression of the 1930s 
had affected many people. The town’s relief com-
mittee was still trying to find ways to provide as-
sistance for residents who could not find enough 
work to support their families. Overseas, the situa-
tion in Europe was ominous. Hitler, elected German 
chancellor in 1933, and now self-titled Fuhrer, had 
begun his relentless drive to dominate Europe. Not 
two decades after the end of World War I, the threat 
of another full-scale war was real. 

In Britain, there was also unrest within the royal 
family. When his father, George V, died on January 
20, 1936, his oldest son, Edward, was immediate-
ly proclaimed king. Edward, sociable and outgo-
ing, had been a popular Prince of Wales. But as we 
remember, he had become romantically involved 
with American divorcee, Wallis Simpson. Edward 
wanted her to be his wife and queen. As this was 
unacceptable to the Church of England and to par-
liament, Edward had to choose between the crown 
and Wallis. Believing that he could not carry on 
without the support of the woman he loved, after a 
mere 11 months as king, Edward formally abdicated 
on December 10, 1936. Many people felt betrayed. 
An editorial in the Journal Argus expressed this 
opinion: “A sigh went up from the British Empire 
as word was abroad that the conduct of the king 
was unsatisfactory to his ministers and to millions 
of his subjects. A feeling that they had in some way 
been let down filled nearly every breast.”  

His brother, George, the Duke of York, was next in 
the line of succession and became king upon Ed-
ward’s abdication. Unlike his older brother, when 
not on royal duty George enjoyed spending time 
quietly with his family. British newspapers made 
a great deal of this, introducing the world to his 
charming – and completely appropriate – wife, 
Elizabeth, and their two young daughters, the Prin-
cesses Elizabeth and Margaret. The comparison 
between Edward and this conscientious, reliable 
family man could not have been more obvious. Ed-
ward VIII’s coronation was to have been held on 
May 12, 1937; palace and government officials who 

made up the planning committees agreed to keep 
this date for George VI’s coronation. It was oppor-
tunity to provide an uplifting event for Britain as 
a distraction from the many, everyday anxieties. 
And it would be shared with other nations. For the 
first time, BBC radio would provide a live broad-
cast, transmitted around the world, describing the 
procession to Westminster Abbey and the lengthy 
coronation ceremony. 

The Journal Argus of May 6, 1927, the issue pub-
lished just before the coronation, described plans 
for the town’s “proper celebration of the Crowning 
of Their Majesties King George VI and Queen Eliz-
abeth.” This article shared the front page with news 
about a serious local issue: cleanup following the 
disastrous, late-April flooding of the Thames Riv-
er. The Journal Argus was able to report on May 
6: “Good progress has been made in repairing the 
widespread damage to roads and private enter-
prises in the town occasioned by last week’s flood.” 
Basements in businesses along Water Street and 
on Queen Street East almost to Wellington Street 
had been flooded, with significant damage to mer-
chandise in storage. Within the week, most of these 
businesses had almost returned to normal. Some 
stores were, in fact, concentrating on offering coro-
nation “specials.” 

On May 13, the Journal Argus reported that in St. 
Marys on May 12, the celebrations, organized by 
town council, had gone smoothly. It was an official 
school holiday. Downtown businesses and private 
residences had responded to the call to decorate 
for the occasion. “The whole town, especially the 
main streets, were gay with flags, bunting and me-
mentos…. Sharp at 10:30 on Wednesday morning, 
when practically every citizen had sat around their 
radios since four a.m. listening to the broadcast of 
the Coronation Ceremonies, the St. Marys parade 
formed up in front of the Armories (26 Water Street 
South.)” The parade was led by the Machine Gun 
Band, followed by D Company of the Perth Regi-
ment under the command of Major J. S. Lind. Town 
dignitaries, ex-servicemen, floats entered by service 
clubs and local businesses, classes of school chil-
dren, decorated cars and bicycles, and a troupe of 

tumbling clowns made their way through the major 
town streets, arriving at the town hall at 11 o’clock. 
There a crowd had assembled for a public service. 
“The town council and municipal officers occupied 
the front balcony with the mayor in charge.” The 
service included a “most eloquent” speech by May-
or Hub Dickinson, O Canada, and, of course, God 
Save the King. The weather held throughout the 
morning but, as the Journal Argus reported rather 
smugly, it rained on Stratford’s parade and public 
celebrations, held in the afternoon.   

Canada’s affection for King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth was enhanced two years later when the 
royal couple completed an exhausting, coast-to-
coast tour of this country. On June 6, 1939, as they 
passed through southwestern Ontario, the roy-
al train made a scheduled stop at the St. Marys 
Junction Station to take on water. Just about every 
resident of the town and surrounding countryside 
travelled to Glass Street to stand in the hot June 
sunshine for a glimpse of the king and queen. The 
crowd was rewarded when they came out of their 
private car and waved as long as the train stood at 
the station. John Eedy, photographer for the Jour-
nal Argus, took this week’s picture which was used 
on the front page in the next edition of his family’s 
newspaper. 

The 1939 royal tour was an exercise in public re-
lations – an attempt to consolidate Canada’s loyal-
ty when war – by this time inevitable – finally was 
declared. There is archival newsreel footage of the 
royal tour that shows the king and queen greeted 
everywhere across the country by wildly cheering, 
flag-waving crowds. From a historical perspective, 
one segment is particularly incongruous. When 
the royal cavalcade travelled through the streets of 
Vancouver, the news camera lingered on a group 
of happy Japanese-Canadian school children, all 
cheering enthusiastically. The king and queen re-
sponded with smiles and waves. In early 1942, 
these same children and their families, under the 
War Measures Act, had all their property seized 
and were sent to internment camps in interior Brit-
ish Columbia for the duration of the war – a dark 
segment of Canadian history.  

King George VI and Queen Elizabeth wave to crowds 
at the St. Marys Junction, June 6, 1939. John Eedy, 
photographer.

Proudly serving the community
for nearly 20 years!

Please contact Norraine Galloway,
Your water treatment specialist.

519.871.8069
Norraine.galloway@culliganwater.ca
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HOSTING UKRAINE:  Nostalgia and Reflection
By VJ Knutson

The onset of warmer weather encour-
aged a gathering of moms and kids in 
a local park – a good opportunity for 
our new arrivals to meet some of the 
Ukrainian community here. So im-
portant to know we are not alone, no 
matter what our challenges.

Chatter was nostalgic and reflective. 
The new face sparked memories of 
early fears. It was a chance to recog-
nize how far each family has come. I 
marvelled at the children’s command 
of English. How quickly youngsters 
adapt as long as there is a green field 
and a soccer ball to chase

The consensus amongst the parents 
was that I should write about their 
frustration with finding suitable 
childcare, especially as summer ap-
proaches. Most were too late in apply-
ing for camps, and an appeal to the 
town reveals that the process of cre-
ating more spaces involves hiring and 
training staff, and it may be too late. 
How do young families do it?

Even as we gathered, the last of the 
expected new Canadians was on her 
way. Born in the early morning of May 
7th, little Mia joins Leo and Tommy, 
also recently welcomed into the world. 
At our house, 18-month-old Andrii is 
gaining comfort from his new trio of 
grandparents. A joyful time for this 
old heart.

Two weeks back, our neighbours, 
Wendy and Al Brown, initiated a sec-
ond fundraising dinner at the Thames 
Valley Community Centre. Al and 

Wendy prepared enough spaghetti 
sauce for the forty plus guests in at-
tendance, and sold off the extras. A 
huge thanks to the volunteers who 
helped set up, served and cleaned. 
Hats off to North Star Restaurant who 
offered to supply and cook the noo-
dles and to Tremblett’s Independent 
Grocer for contributing food. The 
money raised will go directly to the 
Ukrainians in our community.

Another neighbour, Bob Cathcart, has 
donated a painting of Little Falls to 
be auctioned off or raffled to help the 
cause. He’s looking for inspiration on 
how to proceed. Special prayers for 

Bob, Wendy and Al, who have pro-
vided all this support in the midst of 
their own personal losses and strug-
gles.

Thank you also to those who came 

forward to help the two young men, 
who came to us via Toronto. Vadym 
says he feels as if he is living in a 
Disney movie and is greatly humbled 
and appreciative of the generosity of 
strangers. Both men are working long 
hours and look forward to gaining in-
dependence.

I am writing this column in a rare mo-
ment of quiet. Ric and Lesia are get-
ting groceries, and the young family is 
out enjoying the day. I too am feeling 
nostalgic and reflective as we prepare 
to say goodbye to my 96-year-old 
mother. Looking through old pho-
to albums and reminiscing with her 
about times gone by, I am in awe of 
my mother who has survived so much 
and even to her dying day, manages to 
uplift others.

Life continues to be a riddle – so many 
pieces, and none of them conclusive. 
We rally onward, and if we are truly 
blessed, we manage to help someone 
along the way.

Till next time.

(You can reach me at english.knut-
son@gmail.com)

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

MILT DUNNELL  
FIELD 

[THE FLATS] 
WATER ST. N. 

ST. MARYS, ON  
 
 
 

FOLLOW  
THE SIGNS 

 

HANGING BASKETS  
UNUSUAL PERENNIALS  
VEGETABLES   ANNUALS     

AQUATIC PLANTS                  
BIRD HOUSES       

GARDEN DÉCOR          
METAL SCULPTURES  

HEIRLOOM TOMATOES 

 REFRESHMENT BOOTH 

FREE ADMISSION ~~ LOTS OF FREE PARKING  

St. Marys Horticultural Society 

 
23rd 

Annual 
 

Saturday 
June 3rd  

2023 
 

8:30am 
to 1pm 

1010%% OFF OFF
Pool & Hot Tub Chemicals  Pool & Hot Tub Chemicals  

Solar Blankets  •  AccessoriesSolar Blankets  •  Accessories**

456 Erie Street, Stratford       www.savilepools.com       519-271-3787

ANNIVERSARY SALEANNIVERSARY SALE
May 15May 15thth to May 27 to May 27thth

*Some conditions may apply.

Creating Backyard Getaways Since 1966

PLACE ORDERS
by email or in-store

Mon-Fri: 9:00-5:00 
Sat: 9-2

FOLLOW US
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PUBLIC NOTICE – PESTICIDE USE
Township of Perth South

The Township of Perth South intends to control noxious weeds 
along all rural roadsides.
Commencing May 15th, weather permitting to June 16th, 2023
The following pesticides registered under the Pest Control 
Products Act (Canada) will be used: 
ClearView Herbicide (Registration No. 29752), which contains 
the active ingredients Aminopyralid (present as potassium salt), 
and Metsulfuron – methyl, in combination with Gateway 
Adjuvant (Registration No. 31470), which contains the active 
ingredients Paraffinic Oil, and Alkoxylated alcohol non-ionic 
surfactants. 
Navius FLEX (Registration No. 30922), which contains the 
active ingredients Metsulfuron – methyl and 
Aminocyclopyrachlor, in combination with Hasten NT Ultra 
Spray Adjuvant (Registration No. 31760), which contains the 
active ingredients Methyl and ethyl oleate (esterified vegetable 
oil).  
We are controlling noxious weeds under Public Works 
Exception of the Cosmetic Pesticides Ban for the promotion of 
public health or safety. 

For more information call: (Collect Calls Accepted) 
Green Stream Lawn and Vegetation Management Inc: 

1-905-510-1229
Township of Perth South:  1-866-771-0619, www.perthsouth.ca

COLUMN —

Sudoku

Id: 49461

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 27

5 1 9 2
6 8

3 2 8 6 7
9 6 1 7

2
3 5 2

7 8
5 4 3 6

1 3

Solution
8 5 1 9 3 7 6 4 2

6 2 7 4 5 1 3 9 8

4 3 9 2 8 6 5 1 7

9 6 5 8 2 3 1 7 4

1 4 2 7 6 9 8 3 5

3 7 8 1 4 5 9 2 6

2 1 3 6 7 8 4 5 9

5 8 4 3 9 2 7 6 1

7 9 6 5 1 4 2 8 3

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

FERN PRIDHAM – Broker
519 274 2885

fernpridham@gmail.com

Solutions on page 31

I would recommend using 
local products for these tarts 
if you are able. A wonderful 
puff pastry I swear by can 
be purchased at the Flour 
Mill on the corner of Queen 
& Water Street; this will save 
you a lot of time without sac-
rificing flavour. 

Upside Down Pastries 2 Ways

Serves 6 Mini Tarts of Each 
Flavour

Asparagus Prosciutto & 
Gruyére 

3 tbsp honey

6 asparagus stalks, bottoms 
removed.

6 rectangles Gruyére cheese

6 slices prosciutto

1 sheet frozen puff pastry, 
defrosted and cut into 6 rect-

angles.

1 egg

Method:

-Preheat oven to 350°F. On 
a parchment lined baking 
sheet, drizzle 6 small circles 
of honey.

-On top of each circle of hon-
ey, place down three aspar-
agus tops. On top of those, 
place a rectangle of gruyere, 
then a rolled-up slice of pro-
sciutto.

- Place a rectangle of raw 
pastry on top and gently 
press around the sides to 
tuck in the ingredients. 

-In a small bowl, whisk to-
gether the egg plus a splash 
of water. Using a pastry 
brush, brush the egg wash 
on the tops of the puff pastry 
rectangles. 

-Bake for 15-20m, until pas-
tries are golden brown. Re-
move from oven and serve.

Blackberry and Brie 

3 tbsp balsamic glaze

12 blackberries cut in half 
lengthwise

6 rectangles of brie, 1” long 
each

1 sheet frozen puff pastry, 
defrosted and cut into 6 rect-
angles.

1 egg

Method:

-Preheat oven to 350°F. On 
a parchment lined baking 
sheet, drizzle 6 small circlesé 
of balsamic glaze.

-On top of each circle of bal-
samic glaze, layer on slices 
of blackberry just enough to 
cover glaze. On top of those, 
place a rectangle of brie.

-Place a rectangle of raw puff 
pastry on top of blackberries 
and brie and gently press 
around sides to tuck in all in-
gredients.

-In a small bowl, whisk to-
gether the egg plus a splash 
of water. Using a pastry 
brush, brush the egg wash 
on the tops of the puff pastry 
rectangles. 

-Bake for 15-20m until pas-
tries are golden brown. Re-
move from oven and serve.

Jacques Pépin’s Chicken 
Liver Pâté

Active time: 25m Total: 35m 
Serves: 6-8

Classic and elegant, this dish 

comes together in minutes. 
Chicken livers are wide-
ly available in most grocery 
stores and butcher shops. 
The ones I’m using are from 
Seaton Ranch.

½ lb chicken livers, well-
trimmed

½ small onion, thinly sliced

1 small garlic clove, smashed 
& peeled

1 bay leaf

¼ tsp thyme leaves

½ tsp kosher salt, plus more 
to season

½ c water

1 ½ sticks unsalted butter at 
room temperature. 

2 tsp Cognac or Scotch whis-
ky

Freshly ground pepper

Toasted baguette slices for 
serving

Method:

-In a medium saucepan, 
combine the chicken livers, 
onion, garlic, bay leaf, thyme, 
and ½ tsp salt. Cover, reduce 
heat to low and cook, stirring 
occasionally until the livers 
are barely pink inside, about 

3m. Remove from heat and 
let stand, covered, for 5m.

-Discard the bay leaf. Using 
a slotted spoon, transfer the 
livers, onion, and garlic to a 
food processor: process un-
til coarsely puréed. With the 
machine on, add the butter, 
2 tbsp Cognac, season with 
salt and pepper, and pro-
cess until completely smooth. 
Scrape the pâté into 2 or 3 
large ramekins. Press a piece 
of plastic wrap directly onto 
the surface of the pâté and 
refrigerate until firm. Serve 
chilled.

-*This pâté can be covered 
with a thin layer of melted 
butter, then wrapped in plas-
tic and refrigerated for up to 
1 week or frozen for up to 2 
months.

-*Another suggested tip is to 
simmer down the liquid after 
straining the solids into the 
food processor. This is called 
a ‘flavour bomb’. It’s an extra 
step but recommended. Sim-
mer all water out of liquid 
until you are left with a paste 
you can add to the livers in 
the food processor.

Enjoy and Happy Mother’s 
Day

WHAT'S FOR DINNER: Mother’s Day

By Lauren Eedy
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Serving 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
TAVISTOCK MEN’S CLUB HALL 

Dine-in or Take Out
Adults $25 Children (Ages 6-12) $15

TAVISTOCK MEN’S CLUB

FISH FRYFISH FRY
Wednesday June 7, 2023

Tickets available at Men's Club Hall, 
78 Woodstock St., N

Every Wednesday 3-7 pm and 
Saturdays 11am-3pm

or from Club members 
or call 519-655-2286

email: tavistockmensclub@outlook.com 

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
PERTH REGIMENT VETERANS

BRANCH 236 ST MARYS

HOURS
TUE – THU 3PM - ???
FRI NOON TILL ???

SAT – NOON TILL CLOSING

HOT DOG / SAUSAGE LUNCH  
FRI AT NOON

MEAT DRAW SAT AT 5 PM
20 CHANCES FOR MEAT PRIZES, 

PLUS A 50/50 DRAW

NEWLY RENOVATED HALL FOR RENT
66 CHURCH STREET NORTH, 

ST MARYS 519 284-2267

FROM THE GARDEN: A symbol of love …

For more than a century 
Mother’s Day has been cele-
brated in Canada as an offi-
cial special day for Mothers. 
This day has descended from 
many celebrations of mother-
hood, over the years, from the 
Greeks and Roman festivals 
to the Christian Mothering 
Day, which is observed on the 
fourth Sunday of Lent in En-
gland. In 1908 in the United 
States, Mother’s Day became 
the official day to honour 
motherhood. Canada was one 
of the first nations to embrace 
this American version, the 
second Sunday in May, since 
1909.

The emphasis is doing some-
thing special for Mom, such 
as chores, breakfast in bed 
or making her supper, gifts, 
cards and of course, giving 
her a colourful bouquet of 
flowers. Flowers are a token 
of appreciation and usually 

symbolizes one’s admiration. 
Carnations have come to rep-
resent Mother’s Day since its 
first official celebration in 
1908, because the founder 
Anna Jarvis' mother's favou-
rite flower was the carnation.

Besides roses and tulips, car-
nations, Dianthus caryophyl-
lus, are probably one of the 
most familiar flowers. It is na-
tive to the Mediterranean re-
gion and has been cultivated 
for over 2000 years. It is easy 
to grow and is considered a 
bi-annual, meaning the plant 
produces flowers on the sec-
ond year of growth and then 
dies.

Our garden variety of carna-
tions have a sweet clove-like 
scent. They grow to approxi-
mately 45cm tall and in part 
to sunny location. The com-
mercially grown carnation 
grows to 80cm or more, with 
a slight scent and ranges in 
an array of colours, including 
different variations of those 
colours. There are the com-
mon colours of pinks, reds 
and white but through mod-
ification in breeding, hybrids 
produce unique solid and 
ruffled colours. The carna-
tions offered at flower shops 
are lovely, but I still prefer 
the smaller, white, pinks and 
red carnations that grow in 

my garden.

Carnation symbolizes love, 
whether it’s a familial love, 
romantic love, or the love of 
a friend. Light red represents 
admiration while dark red de-
notes deep love and affection. 
Historically, the Christian 
symbol of the pink carnation 
depicts a mother’s undying 
love while the white blooms 
represent pure love.

Besides giving our mothers 
flowers on her special day, 

years ago many people hon-
oured their Mother by wear-
ing a flower, especially a car-
nation. Red or pink if your 
Mother is alive and white if 
she has passed on.

A memory that resonates 
with me is when I was a lit-
tle girl sitting in church on 
Mother’s Day Sunday and al-
most everyone wore a flow-
er of some sort or another. 
My mother would pick some 
colourful violets or pansies 

from her garden and makes 
us all little posies to wear in 
church on Mother’s Day. I re-
member feeling sad when I 
saw most of the choir were 
wearing white carnations, as 
I knew their mothers were 
gone. Even though my little 
corsage wasn’t a pink or red 
carnation, I was very happy 
my mother was sitting beside 
me. It’s strange how a simple 
flower can impact a memory 
that has lasted all these years. 
years.

By Nancy Abra

COLUMN —
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

A yellow jacket

What does a  bee 

wear when it 

rains?

Lincoln Jones (8)

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 
appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Riddles
What did the mother 

rope say to her 
child?

Don’t be knotty.

Who is bigger? Mr. 
Bigger, Mrs. Bigger, 

or their baby?

The baby, because 
he is a little bigger.

Why do mother 
kangaroos hate 

rainy days?

Because the baby 
had to play inside

Why did the 
monster’s mother 

knit him three 
socks?

She heard he grew 
another foot.

Why did mommy’s 
gift arrive the day 

after Mother’s Day?

It was choco-LATE

What did the mother 
broom say to the 

baby broom?

It’s time to go to 
sweep

Why did the kids 
give their mom a 

blanket for Mother’s 
Day?

Because they 
thought she was the 

coolest mom

What did the 
mommy cat say 

when her kittens 
brought her warm 
milk on Mother’s 

Day?

This is purrrrrfect

What did the mama 
tomato say to the 

baby tomato?

Please catch up

What kind of flowers 
are best for Mother’s 

Day?

Mums

- Word Search -

Appreciation

Comfort

Devoted

Forgiving

Gifts

Guidance

Kisses

Laughter

Love

Nurturing

Protective

The Best

Flowers

Jewellery

Perfume

MOTHER’S DAY

Word List

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

Our pet of the week is Oscar, a 4 year 
old cockapoo. Oscar loves fetching his 

ball, he would do it all day. He's a great 
singer - his favorite song is Happy 
Birthday.. Oscar is the granddog of 

Jayne Fuller and Rick Bull

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is 
pleased to be the sponsor of the 

Ticks can attach, not only 
on dogs, but on almost 
any animal - including 

humans too!

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

PET OF THE WEEK

 

 

 

 

 

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com
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The plan was to spend one 
night and one day in the Or-
lando area en route to desti-
nations further south. So is 
there anything for visitors to 
do in Orlando?

Okay, I am well aware of the 
obvious answers. The world’s 
greatest collection of theme 
parks for starters. And yes, 
I plan to return some day to 
take in some or all of them.

But we opted for something 
different. We chose alligators, 
to be precise. We saw alliga-
tors in captivity, alligators in 
the wild and alligators nicely 
prepared, in small bites, on 
our plates.

We were at Boggy Creek Air-
boat Adventures, a destina-
tion a few kilometers south 
of Kissimmee/Orlando, locat-
ed on Lake Toho. And if you 
happen to be planning a visit 
to Disney or its theme park 
neighbours, I suggest you set 
aside half a day to visit Boggy 
Creek.

The airboat ride is the high-
light of the visit but there is 
plenty more to do here as 

well. There is a small exhi-
bition of animals, including 
a congregation (yes, that is 
the proper collective noun) 
of alligators.

Newly constructed is a small 
but charming butterfly enclo-
sure which also has turtles, 
ducks and lizards in house.

There is an eatery called the 
Boggy Bottom BBQ where 
the menu includes, of course, 
“alligator bites”. In this case, 
it is human biting alligator 
– my preferred option. And 
they are tasty.

The airboat ride through the 
shallows of the lake, part of 
the “Central Florida Ever-
glades”, gets you up close 
and personal with dozens of 
species of birds as well as 
unexpected beasts, the most 
unlikely of which were beef 
cattle, standing in fairly deep 
water, munching on water 
plants. Apparently, the cattle 
spend a significant amount 
of their browsing time in the 
lake. And it would seem that 
the alligators and the cattle 
have negotiated some kind of 
truce.

Because there are alligators. 
The pilot of our airboat sug-
gested the lake is home to 
some 8,000 of them although 
it isn’t clear who does the 
census. We saw baby gators 
and some adults. The males 
can reach up to 14 feet long; 
females, closer to nine feet. 
Either is entirely big enough 
to be avoided.

I’m a bird lover. Although 
not an official “birder”, I 

was delighted to spot over 
two dozen species of birds 
during our trip – green her-
ons, great blue herons, egrets 
of various types, limpkins, 
moor hens, coots, bald eagles, 
ibises, kingfishers, anhingas 
and more. I mentioned to our 
driver that I had noticed all 
these birds and he said with 
a grin, “Good for you. You 
spotted about a quarter of 
the 85 or so species that live 
here.”

Boggy Creek Airboat Adven-
tures was launched almost 30 
years ago with one airboat. 
Today there are 12 boats and 
the site’s executive director, 
Nick Romeo, told me there 
are more on order.

He says that the attraction 
is constantly seeking to im-
prove and expand. The place 
now includes a native Indian 
Village where resident Native 
Americans offer demonstra-
tions and educational events. 
Boggy Creek is focused on 
developing more programs 
that focus on environmental 
activities. One example – the 
inhabitants of the butterfly 
enclosure include a small 
flock of bobwhite quail which 
are endangered in Florida.

The park is open from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. every day; there are 
a variety of ride packages, 
the least expensive a half-
hour tour for $35. I suggest 
trading up at least to the 
one-hour adventure.

There are also after-hours 
tours – sunset and night-
time options. Nick says the 

night-time tours are the most 
dramatic as the pilots shine 
lights on the wetlands and 
the light is reflected in hun-
dreds of eyes!

I admit that I became a fan of 
Boggy Creek Airboat Adven-
tures and would strongly rec-
ommend a visit. Even if, like 
us, you only had one day or 
just a few hours to spend in 
the area.

And I would also happily rec-
ommend the hotel we stayed 
at – the Drury Plaza Hotel in 
the Disney Springs Area of 
Orlando.

Being in the midst of a road 
trip, we were really only look-
ing for a bed for the night. We 
did have a very comfortable 
bed in a lovely suite but we 
also got much more. A view 
of the Disney fireworks, for 
example. And the generous 
on-site dining. Your room 
includes a more-than-ample 

breakfast buffet and, more 
surprisingly, a complemen-
tary “light supper” that may 
not be gourmet food, but is 
certainly good stuff – pulled 
pork sliders, baked potatoes, 
veggies, salad, hot dogs and 
more. Fast food, but done 
right. Plus, a drinks ticket. 
When I went to collect some 
wine from an admittedly lim-
ited selection, I discovered 
the ticket actually covered 
three drinks per person. Ad-
equate wine and free!

All in all, our stop-over in the 
Orlando area which lasted 
only about 19 hours turned 
out to be a road trip high-
light.

Go see the alligators. Bite 
one for me.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer. To contact Paul 
about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

An airboat at Boggy Creek Airboat Adventures, south of Orlando, Florida.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: When alligator bites are a good thing

By Paul Knowles

The least likely inhabitant of Lake Toho! (All photos by Paul 
Knowles)
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Nail Effects
Manicures and Pedicures

Treat mom with some pampering today!
Online Gift Certificates also available at 

www.naileffects.ca to purchase 
for easy printing at home or email.
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HELP WANTED

START 
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CLEANFIX NORTH AMERICA INC. located in STRATFORD ON 
is looking for a suitable MANUFACTURING & APPLICATION 
ENGINEERING TECH who has the primary responsibility of 
application designing our reversible engine cooling fan into a 
diverse range of equipment, machines and trucks. 
Responsibilities

 • Strong mechanical, technical and electrical aptitude is a 
must for this position as well as technical problem solving 
capabilities
 • Ability to multi-task; strong time management, 
organizational skills and self-motivated with a strong, 
independent work ethic
 • Diagnose mechanical problems, provide quick & innovative 
solutions for mechanical equipment breakdowns by applying 
proven skills in the principles of mechanics, fi tting, plumbing, 
basic welding, metal fabrication, machining, troubleshooting, 
and analytical problem solving
 • Must pay attention to details with a customer service 
attitude
 • Perform assessment of Cleanfi x Reversible Fan 
installations sometimes to be performed at customers places
 • Provide solution to routine or unique installation problems

Requirements/Qualifi cations 
 • A track record of proven application design, and technical 
depth
 • Strong focus on meeting customer commitment dates and 
achieving the highest quality standards
 • Proactive in response to problems as well as in the 
initiation of corrective actions
 • The ability to measure and improve performance in an 
engineering and design and process environment
 • Training and experience in lean manufacturing is an asset
 • Capability in Solid Works design program
 • Capability in MS Word, Project, Outlook and Excel 
 • The ability to create and maintain a team environment 
focused on continuous improvement 
Willingness to be a long term contributor and strong team 
member of a stable and growing organization
 • Possess strong oral and written communication skills and 
interpersonal skills
 • Must pay attention to details with a customer service 
attitude

To Apply
Interested applicants are requested to apply by sending their 
resume with their salary requirements by e-mail to 
i.kleinsasser@cleanfi x.org 

THE TOWNSHIP OF PERTH SOUTH
Chief Administrative Officer

The Township of Perth South, with a progressive and 
policy-oriented council, is experiencing significant 
residential and industrial growth, and is seeking an 
experienced individual to assume the recently created 
stand alone position of Chief Administrative Officer. 
Perth South hosts some of  Ontario’s most productive 
agricultural land and is in close proximity to significant 
urban centres. The successful candidate will have a 
combination of post secondary education and 
management experience, preferably in local 
government , that will allow them to assist the Council 
and a talented  and experienced senior management 
team with the challenges that unprecedented growth 
brings to the corporation. Interested individuals are 
requested to submit questions and applications to the 
address below no later than  noon May 18, 2023. The 
municipality offers a competitive compensation and 
benefits package that is regularly reviewed. For more 
information contact, or submit applications to, Nigel 
Bellchamber of N. G. Bellchamber & Assoc. at 
bellchamber@sympatico.ca or by calling 519-671-1189.
Applications will be held in strict confidence.  Personal 
information is collected under the authority of the 
Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act and will be used for employment 
assessment purposes only.

Call 519-284-0041 or email
info@stmarysindependent.com for details.

Hiring paper deliverersHiring paper deliverers  

We have paper routes available:
- Thamesview Cres / Emily Street

St. St. Marys IndependentMarys Independent
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LOOKING
BACK

Mistaken identity
By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1998)

For the second consecutive year, the Westover Inn received two 
stars in the new 1998 edition of the national restaurant guide, 
“Where to Eat in Canada”. The Westover is one of 64 restau-
rants to have been awarded two stars.

All eight hospitals in Huron and Perth Counties have unan-
imously endorsed an innovative partnership agreement. The 
partnership board will continue to be called the Joint Executive 
Committee and will have three members from each hospital 
board. The Joint Executive Committee has agreed that there 
should be one CEO for all eight hospitals.

A work crew from McLean-Taylor Construction was busy the 
past week installing railings along either edge of the Sarnia 
Bridge, just north of downtown St. Marys. The former railway 
bridge is being made into a pedestrian walkway, high above the 
Thames River.

50 years ago (1973)

According to the office of the Ontario Fire Marshall, St. Marys 
had 23 fires for a total loss of $22,042 during 1972. The five-
year average for St. Marys is 25 fires and loses of $25,811.

We can’t help but wonder how the sidewalk snow-plow oper-
ator is going to blow the walk along the east side of the Peel 
Street South hill next winter. Utility poles are embedded in the 
new sidewalk, one at almost dead centre.

Eleven members of the St. Marys Kinsmen Club were hard at 
work on sunny Saturday with their fencing project along the 
roadway of the swim quarry.

Several local youngsters took part in the 25-mile Band Walk-
athon to Sebringville and back last Saturday. Nelson Graham, 
aged 12, completed at least part of the walk barefoot.

75 years ago (1948)

A light aeroplane which approached the town from the north-
east just before dusk on Saturday evening made two attempts 
at landing on the Hooper farm, north of town. The pilot appar-
ently came down to the fence-top height the last time over the 
farm but decided against landing at the last minute.

A painful case of mistaken identity is reported to have occurred 
at the entrance to a building where a dance was in progress on 
Saturday night. A local man had his nose broken by another 
man who mistook the unfortunate one for an entirely different 
person with whom the attacker had an argument earlier in the 
day.

Public and separate school students in our town will come 
home from classes wearing a small white patch on their shoul-
ders next week. These patches, which look much like a first-aid 
band, will be the result of the Tuberculin Patch Test Clinic to be 
carried out by the Public Health Nurse. The patch is to be left 
in position for 48 hours when it will be removed by the Public 
Health Nurse, who is hoping for the cooperation of all mothers 
and fathers so that none of the children remove the patch or 
get it wet.

100 years ago (1923)

Yesterday was one of the worst May days in the memory of 
most St. Marys people. It rained and snowed throughout most 
of the day, the entire precipitation as measured by Mr. Cameron 
amounting to four inches. 

Unknown persons broke into Jacob Butman’s Shoe Store on 
Water Street during Friday night or early Saturday morning 
and carried off a large amount of merchandise valued at six 
hundred dollars. Entrance was made by a cellar window at the 
rear of the building, after which the side entrance opening on 
to the post office alleyway was unlocked and the goods loaded 
into a waiting auto. Several suits, a case of ladies’ fine shoes, 
several parcels of work shirts, and fine shirts, socks and boots 
were taken.

As will be seen by advertisement of the local Board of Health 
in another column, legal proceeds will be taken against persons 
maintaining a nuisance on their premises after the 15th day of 
this month.

Citizens who were unable to attend the Verdun Minstrel Show 
in St. James Church recently, will have that opportunity on 
Wednesday evening next at the Woodham Orange Hall.

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

Our Writing Club is undergoing a transforma-
tion! The club has morphed into three clubs: The 
Write Stuff (all ages), Write On (ages 10-17), and 
Write of Way (ages 18+). The Write Stuff meets on 
the first Wednesday of the month at 6:00pm. Write 
On is held on the third Wednesday of the month 
at 6:00pm with Write of Way directly following at 
7:00pm. These clubs remain a safe and productive 
space for skill building, idea sharing, and resource 
collaboration. Writers of all levels are encouraged 
to attend and are welcome to bring works-in-prog-
ress to the workshop. To join any of these clubs, 
email lmcash@town.stmarys.on.ca for the Zoom 
link.

This Week’s Recommendation 

Most people associate essays with school. Class-
room setting or no, essays are a great way to convey 
information and even a story. A great example of 
this is Samantha Irby’s collection of essays in her 
book “Wow, No Thank You”. Samantha’s dry and 

dark humour is on full display as she writes about 
aging, maintaining a home, marriage, and more. 
Find “Wow, No Thank You” on Libby (as an eBook 
and an eAudiobook) as well as in print form from 
Stratford.

Up This Week

Friday, May 12th: Crafty Tales (9:30am), Friends of 
the Library Spring Book Sale (10:00am-5:00pm)

Saturday, May 13th: Friends of the Library Spring 
Book Sale (10:00am-4:00pm)

Monday, May 15th: Mahjong Intro Sessions 
(6:00pm), Mahjong! (6:30pm)

Tuesday, May 16th: Makerspace Demo Days 
(2:00pm-4:00pm and 6:00pm-8:00pm), Crafternoon 
(2:00pm-4:00pm), Crafterdark (7:00pm-9:00pm)

Wednesday, May 17th: EarlyON Play and Read 
(9:30am), Mahjong Intro Sessions (1:00pm), Mah-
jong! (2:00pm), Write On (6:00pm-7:00pm), Write 
of Way (7:00pm-8:00pm)

Thursday, May 18th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Straight from the Shelves
COLUMN —

IN MEMORIAM

Harris
In loving memory of Garnet Harris

A special smile, a special face
In our hearts a special place
Memories are a gift to treasure
Ours of you will last forever.

Love
Deb, Helen, Dan, Mary, Phil and families. 

IN MEMORIAM

Rudd
In memory of Marion Rudd

December 18, 1933 – May 15, 2021
I found a picture of you
One that I had not seen in awhile
I held it gently in my hands
Lost for a moment in your smile
I found a card from you
Written in your own special way
I held it gently in my hands
Lost for a moment in that day
Memories, sweet gifts from you
To allow my heart a breath
To let me be lost for a moment
To remember life not just death.

Love Bonnie

Betteridge

In loving memory of Bonnie Betteridge
April 30,1945 – May 14, 2022

Wife, Mother, Grandma
-------------------------------------------------------------

Her Journey’s Just Begun
Don’t think of her as gone away,

her journey’s just begun,
Life holds so many facets,

this earth is only one,
Just think of her as resting,

from the sorrows and the tears,
In a place of warmth and comfort,
where there are no days or years,
Think how she must be wishing,

that we could know today,
How nothing but our sadness,

can really pass away,
And think of her as living,

in the hearts of those she touched,
For nothing loved is ever lost,
and she was loved so much.
With love, Rod and family 

IN MEMORIAM
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICIAN

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

519-284-2221• BINS-R-US
Formerly known as

St. Marys Lugger Service

PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

PAINTING

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations

MORTGAGE

SENIORS

TRAVEL

TREE SERVICECLEANING
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TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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SEAMSTRESS
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INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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MUSIC

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!
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Head O�ce: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 TICO 
#50010159 | Phone: (519) 284-2332

Branch O�ce: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 TICO 

#50025796 | Phone: (226) 333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

FINANCIAL
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SCOTT BICKELL PAINTING AND

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Call or Text at: 519 - 276 - 7816

Email at: sbics00@gmail.com

Call for a free quote!

 

Find me on           

PAINTING    FLOORING    TRIM WORK    DRYWALL   
 

REPAIR & MORE
 

RETAIL
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Available now:
Ladies jockey briefs, buttons, gutermann 
thread, DMC embroidery floss, and more.

My Inspiration, Learning, Enjoyment & Success

LIST WITH CHRIS!

Hiller Realty Brokerage
100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101

Chris Evans, Broker

listwithchris@wightman.ca

Real Estate Jake! 

Jake Stern 
Broker
519.949.8559 
(Direct)

jakestern@royallepage.ca
@jakesternrealestate
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QUIZ ANSWERS
1) Goldie Hawn 2) Calcutta 3) Marie Curie 4) Carnations 
5) Gin 6) Princess Diana 7) ABBA 8) Dr, Hook and the 
Medicine Show 9)Wilma 10) Paul Simon

Sudoku

Id: 49461

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 27

5 1 9 2
6 8

3 2 8 6 7
9 6 1 7

2
3 5 2

7 8
5 4 3 6

1 3

Solution
8 5 1 9 3 7 6 4 2

6 2 7 4 5 1 3 9 8

4 3 9 2 8 6 5 1 7

9 6 5 8 2 3 1 7 4

1 4 2 7 6 9 8 3 5

3 7 8 1 4 5 9 2 6

2 1 3 6 7 8 4 5 9

5 8 4 3 9 2 7 6 1

7 9 6 5 1 4 2 8 3

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

CLASSIFIED ADS
Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display 
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call 
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Wanted
Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s
Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular inter-
est. Diamond Dogs Vinyl - 114 Ontario St., Stratford 226-972-5750

CLASSIFIED ADS

Wanted
A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes. 
Phone 519-284-3774

Wanted to buy
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko 
pops and stamps.   Highest prices paid.  Free appraisals.  
Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

Wanted
Are you 65+? Book your spring COVID-19 booster now! 
Call Huron Perth Public Health at 1-833-753-2098.

Free
Later-model Heintzman upright piano, 42-inches high, good 
condition, comes with bench. Call Rod at 519-630-0030.

For Rent
Charming 1 bedroom upper apt. Clean and bright
laundry in unit, non smoking, references required
1400.00.  Heat and water included. Call 519-697-1925

For Rent
Country property , one bedroom upper.
Utilities included Laundry in unit.  5 min. from St Marys
Available July 1st. Non smoking, references
Call 519-697-1925

For Sale
96 Starceraft hardtop tent trailer. 12/24 12` main 2-6 push outs
25` heavy duty hydro cable, water hookup & storage tank, out-
door propane stove, 2 tanks, fridge, sink, sleeps approx 6, lots 
of storage, spare tire, roof rack, stored inside, good shape
Asking $2,200 - Call 519-349-2415

OBITUARY

Himburg
Phares Himburg, age 93, formerly of Milverton and 
Lucknow passed away peacefully at West Perth Vil-
lage, Mitchell with family at his side on May 2, 2023. 
Born in Waterloo, September 1, 1929, son of the late 
Clarence and Gladys (Ashcroft) Himburg.
Beloved husband of the late Anna (Noble) who pre-
deceased him in 1986. Loving father of Patricia Yost 
(Robert) and Glenn Himburg (Chris). Grandfather of 
Victoria Eckhardt (Steve), Valerie Yost (Travis), Casey 
Himburg, Aaron Himburg (Jennifer), Steve Himburg 
(Jennifer), Shanna Himburg (Shawn), Angela McNulty 
(Russ), Jessica Kaufman (Marcel), Carol Anne Bren-
ner, Jared Brenner (Carly), Anna Beattie, Kevin Beat-
tie and many great grandchildren.
Predeceased by son Phares John Himburg, daughters 
Margaret Brenner, Nancy Gail Beattie, dear friend 
Gladys Moon and siblings Gladys, Fred, Clare, Harry 
and Margaret.
A family graveside service took place at St. Marys 
Cemetery. A celebration of Phares’s life was held 
in the Reception Centre of the W.G. Young Funeral 
Home, 430 Huron Street, Stratford on Tuesday, May 
9, 2023 from 2-4 p.m. As expressions of sympathy, 
memorial donations may be made to West Perth Vil-
lage, Mitchell through the funeral home. 519.271.7411 
www.wgyoungfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

Robinson
With sadness we announce 
the passing of Gordon Rob-
inson of St. Joseph Island on 
Sunday April 23 in his 70th 
year. 
Husband of Sigrid (Cording) 
for 37 years. Father of Sarah 
Robinson of Alberta and Lois 
(Rayed) Aziz of England and 2 
grandsons Aiden and Brandon 

Aziz. Dear son of June Hodgson of Exeter. Brother 
and brother-in-law of Michele (Steve) Haberer, Paul 
(Heather) Robinson and Dean (Wendy) Robinson. 
Predeceased by brother Graham (1995) and his fa-
ther Bob (2011). 
Gordon was a well respected cabinet maker and trim 
carpenter. He was involved in many community or-
ganizations including the Jocelyn Fire Department, 
St. Joseph Island Hunters and Anglers and the Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch 374 in Richards Landing. 
Cremation has taken place.  A private celebration of 
life will be held at a later date. 

OBITUARY

Matthison
Gwendolynn “Lynn” Jane Odbert 
Matthison, age 74, of Stratford, 
passed away peacefully at 
Spruce Lodge (Stratford) sur-
rounded by her loving family on 
Sunday, May 7, 2023. Born in 
St. Marys, daughter of the late 
Clarence and Gwen (Cookson) 
Odbert.  Lynn is survived by 
her husband of 52 years Reg 
Matthison. Proud and loving 

mother of Erin (Jason) Richardson, Greg Matthison, 
Ashley Matthison and special family friends Jon Ander-
son and Samantha Ruddy. Loving grandmother of Kyle, 
Avery, Jake, Jack, Kate, Claire, and Grace.  Lynn will be 
remembered by her brother Garry and his wife Linda and 
niece Tara (John) Boudreau and their son Emmett.  Also 
survived by her mother-in-law Evelyn Matthison, broth-
er-in-law Murray Matthison (Dolly), sister-in-law Louise 
Monteith (Brian),  and brother in law Ross Matthison and 
along with her many nieces and nephews.  Besides her 
parents, Lynn was predeceased by her father-in-law Jack 
Matthison.
In Lynns earlier years, she was heavily involved in the 
St. Marys Marching Belles, Majorette & Drum Corp.  and 
the St. Marys Marching Band.  She worked 30+ years 
for the Royal Bank and upon retirement she became in-
volved with the Perth County Archives and her own family 
history.  She loved clogging, line dancing, traveling, and 
spending time with her family.
Reg and his family would like to sincerely thank all the 
wonderful doctors, nurses and staff at Ritz Lutheran Villa 
and Spruce Lodge for all the outstanding care and com-
passion given to Lynn. Your thoughtfulness will always be 
remembered. Family and friends are invited to Lynn’s vis-
itation on Monday, May 15, 2023 from 5:00-8:00 p.m. at 
the W. G. Young Funeral Home, 430 Huron St, Stratford.  
Lynn’s funeral service will be held at the funeral home on 
Tuesday, May 16, 2023 at 11:00 a.m... In lieu of flowers 
and as expressions of sympathy, memorial donations 
may be made directly to Spruce Lodge Foundation, Ritz 
Lutheran Villa or to a charity of your choice through the 
funeral home website. www.wgyoungfuneralhome.com 

ANNOUNCEMENT
Hard to Believe!

This young guy is turning 90

Join us for Ken Kittmer's 90th birthday
Saturday May 13 from 2 to 4

540 Emily Street St. Marys 
Best Wishes Only

CARS FOR SALE
1979 Ford Granada

1979 Mercury Monarch 
1966 Rambler American

1966 Rambler Classic 770
71 St Andrew St. S.  St. Marys

Voice call 519-823-0314 (Guelph) 
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May

14
WITH BIG SAVINGS

Wishing all Mothers & Families a 
Happy Mothers Day!

Mom

May 30-31


