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By Wendy Lamond

A good crowd met on James Street 
Monday afternoon to officially open 
the new and improved Rotary All 
Wheels Park.

Deputy mayor Brogan Aylward wel-
comed everyone, thanked the do-
nors and spoke about how much the 
upgrades mean to the town. Also in 
attendance were other members of 
council, the All Wheels fundrais-
ing steering committee, Rotary Club 
members, Saputo representatives, St. 

Marys Kinsmen Club members and 
town residents.

The budget that was needed for the 
upgrades was $400,000. The Rotary 
Club of St. Marys made a commitment 
to donate $100,000 over ten years, the 
skatepark fundraising steering com-
mittee raised another $108,443, Sa-
puto St. Marys contributed $25,000 
and the St, Marys Kinsmen donated 
$10,000.  These were just a few of the 
local donors who made the All Wheels 

By Galen Simmons

Perth South residents can no longer check out 
books, e-books and other materials at the St. Marys 
Library amid a funding dispute between the li-
brary board and the Township of Perth South.

Last month, Perth South council voted to cut the 
township’s library services budget and asked the 
St. Marys Library board to reduce its funding re-
quest. The library board voted down that request, 
citing the fact that St. Marys residents already 
subsidize library services for their neighbours in 
Perth South and, as a result, Perth South residents 
no longer have access to the library’s physical col-
lections, e-resources, programs, computer services, 
printing, or Perth County Information Network re-
sources.

“This was an extremely difficult decision for the 
board to make,” said St. Marys Public Library board 
chair Cole Atlin in a press release. “We would like 
to continue to offer services to Perth South, but 
not at the expense of St. Marys’ residents. We hope 
Perth South council will reconsider its decision 
so we can once again provide high-quality library 
services for all.”

At the April 4 library board meeting, board mem-
bers discussed a March 20 letter sent by Perth 
South CAO Fred Tranquilli informing the board 
the township council had reduced its budgetary 
allocation for library services from both Stratford 
and St. Marys to just $53,734 combined.

Meanwhile, as part of a 20-year service agreement 
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Perth South 
residents’ access to 
St. Marys Library 
restricted amid 
funding dispute

Improved Rotary All Wheels 
Park officially open

A major geomagnetic storm from the sun gave Ontario residents the chance to see 
the Northern Lights from the comfort of their homes over the weekend. This photo 
was taken by Scott Stroud from the Queen Street Bridge in St. Marys and posted 
to St. Marys Life. Thanks, Scott!
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between the two libraries, as well as 
the Huron County Library in Kirk-
ton, the St. Marys Public Library had 
requested Perth South contribute 
$74,363 – an increase by five per cent 
over what the township paid last year 
– to allow Perth South residents to 
access free library services from St. 
Marys. The Stratford Public Library 
also requested $45,480 from Perth 
South to allow its residents to access 
services provided by the Stratford 
Public Library.

In his letter, Tranquilli said Perth 
South council already approved a 
request from the Huron County Li-
brary for $11,266 in funding this year. 
While Tranquilli said the budget for 
Stratford library services can be ac-
commodated in this reduced budget 
allocation for library services, he 
asked the St. Marys library board to 
consider submitting a revised budget 
request that fits within Perth South’s 
allocation.

Speaking with the Independent af-
ter the St. Marys library board an-
nounced library services would be 
restricted for Perth South residents, 
township Mayor Jim Aitcheson said 
Perth South council and staff are 
committed to securing library ser-
vices for all residents.

“We’re still working on a final solu-
tion,” Aitcheson said. “We’re part of 
the Kirkton Library, so we have a 
lot of Blanshard residents using the 
Kirkton Library. That facility is half 
owned by South Huron and Perth 
South. We’ve got a bunch of residents 
who are getting books out of there 
and I think they can even do e-books 
out of there. So that’s solving some of 
the problem for now, but there’s still 
some discussions going on. … Even-
tually we’re going to get library ser-
vices from some place. It’s just where 
are we going to get it from.”

During the April 4 St. Marys library 
board meeting, both Atlin and library 
CEO Sarah Andrews noted, with their 
budget request from Perth South this 
year, Perth South residents would 
already pay just 48 per cent of what 
St. Marys residents would pay for the 

library. The $74,363 requested by St. 
Marys does not account for the li-
brary’s building costs or the costs of 
administration services from other 
town departments like finance, hu-
man resources, clerks and the CAO’s 
office.

“The library board has taken a strong 
position in the best interests of the 
ratepayers of St. Marys,” St. Marys 
Mayor Al Strathdee told the Indepen-
dent. “Ultimately, the question should 
be, ‘Is it fair for St. Marys taxpayers 
to pay more for Perth South residents 
to use library services?’ It is unfortu-
nate that the council of Perth South 
arbitrarily made large cuts to their li-
brary budget without consultation af-
ter many years of St. Marys providing 
library services. We would welcome 
the opportunity to engage in dialogue 
going forward and are hopeful the 
council for Perth South will reconsid-
er their decision.”

While Perth South residents cannot 
borrow or access library materials, 
they are still welcome to visit the li-
brary and browse resources inside 
the building.

“The library remains a free and safe 
space for everyone, including Perth 
South residents,” said library CEO 
Sarah Andrews in a press release. 
“We encourage anyone in Perth South 
who is concerned about changes to li-
brary services to speak to their coun-
cil members. It is our sincere hope 
that we will once again be able to 
offer library services to Perth South 
residents in the future.”

The Stratford Public Library has 
taken a similar stance to St. Marys, 
refusing to submit a reduced bud-
get request to Perth South and has 
therefore not renewed its library ser-
vice contract with the township. That 
library board was expected to discuss 
next steps for Perth South residents 
who use the Stratford library at a li-
brary board meeting May 14, after 
the Independent went to press.

In a previous statement to the Inde-
pendent, Tranquilli said Perth South 
council chose to reduce its library 
services budget after the township’s 
costs for residents to access the Strat-
ford and St. Marys libraries more 
than doubled from $53,000 combined 
in 2008 to $120,000 this year.

While speaking with the Indepen-
dent, Aitcheson said Perth South 
council and staff are trying to keep 
costs down for the township’s rate-
payers in a difficult economic climate.
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Perth South residents’ access to St. Marys Library 
restricted amid funding dispute

A disagreement over library services funding this year has left Perth South resi-
dents without access to books and other materials from the St. Marys Public Li-
brary Photo by Wendy Lamond

Continued from page 1
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Park possible. Approximately 75 do-
nors were involved in making this vi-
sion happen.

The current park, which has been at 
this location since 2013, was starting 
to deteriorate and needed some work 
to maintain safety for its users.

The journey to improve the park 
started in 2021 when Quin and Sully 

Bolton, who used the park quite fre-
quently, saw the need for the update 
and approached neighbour Jean Row-
cliffe to see if she would be interest-
ed in helping with the project. Row-
cliffe’s son had passed away in 2009 
and was a talented skateboarder. By 
helping the Bolton boys with this en-
deavor, it was a way to honour James’ 
memory with an updated skate park 
on James Street. 

That was when the project was 
brought to council and the fundrais-
ing efforts started.

Through the hard work of the fund-
raising steering committee compris-
ing Rowcliffe, Julie Docker-Johnson, 
Heather Douglas and Claire Bolton, 
many businesses and people came 
forward to help and support such an 
important upgrade.

With skateparks becoming more pop-

ular, a change was necessary to ac-
commodate not only skateboarders 
but scooter riders, rollerbladers and 
cyclists.

The planning committee consulted 
the public via online surveys looking 
for input and visited local schools to 
find out what was needed most.

Aylward cut the ribbon making the 
official declaration that the Rotary All 
Wheels Park is now open.

Improved Rotary All Wheels Park officially open

Pictured from left, Quin Bolton, Jean Rowcliffe and Sully Bolton were the master-
minds behind initiating the newly renovated All Wheels Park in honour of Row-
cliffe’s late son, James. Photo by Wendy Lamond

The skatepark fundraising steering committee members, from left, are Julie Dock-
er-Johnson, Claire Bolton, Jean Rowcliffe and Heather Douglas. Photo by Wendy 
Lamond

Continued from page 1
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The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

Having a clear mind 
and clear space 

allows you to think 
and act with purpose.

The mind is like 
water. When it is 

turbulent it is hard 
to see but when it is 
calm, it all becomes 

clear.

Life is like a bicycle. 
To keep your 

balance you must 
keep moving.

Growing old is 
mandatory but 
growing up is 

optional.

Sponsored by:

395 Queen Street West
AUTO PARTS
RADARRADAROverheard at the Co�ee Shop

Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

First long weekend 

of "summer", let's 

hope mother nature 

agrees.

Congrats to the St. 

Marys Lincolns on 

a great season.

Quote of the Week

"This town, this team, the great game of hockey all bundled 
into one, can bring us together.  Thanks to all who have 
made the journey past and present possible, as St. Marys 
will continue to punch above its weight class, both on and 
off the ice.  See you next season".

- St. Marys Lincolns President Brandon Boyd at the 
end of the fantastic season.

EDITORIAL

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent.

Bravo Boo
We have 3 Bravos this week

1) Bravo to everyone who worked 
long and extra hours during this 
year's personal income tax season.
We appreciate all your hard work so 
others can file their income taxes on 
time.

2) Bravo to all of the volunteers 
and employees who helped out at 
McHappy Day.  Such a great day for 
an excellent charity! The food was 
delicious, as always!

3) Bravo to the staff of The Town of 
St Marys Daycare. They go over and 
beyond on a daily basis, and did so 
again on Friday with a Mothers Day 
Muffin social. It was so lovely to be 
able to chat with some of the other 
moms of my children's friends, and 
with the educators as well. I feel so 
fortunate to have this facility and 
these lovely people to care for my 
children. Thank you for everything 
you do!

We have 2 Boos this week

1) Boo to the members of Perth 
South council who forgot the fami-
lies who they were voted in by and 
slashed funding to the St. Marys 
library, used by those Perth South 
families. The library provides valu-
able services and programs to fam-
ilies both in Perth South AND St. 
Marys. Boo on them for not even 
trying to negotiate a deal.

2) Boo goes out to the individuals 
that are using Cadzow Park as their 
personal drinking spot and then 
leave their trash and broken glass 
strewn all over the playground! 
There was a broken alcohol bot-
tle right next to the water fountain 
and broken glass by the sidewalk 
near the washroom. Maybe the town 
should consider surveillance to de-
ter this issue?
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By Wendy Lamond

This time of year, with hockey 
playoffs and baseball pools it 
is easy to get caught up in the 
competition of 

betting on your favourite 
teams and players.  

Well, that is what happened to 
this Leaf fan … again.

You think I would know bet-
ter by now, but apparently not. 
This is what led me to having a 
Boston Bruin flag hanging on 
my door and having to make 
apologies to my neighbours for 
having to look at it until they 
get knocked out of the playoffs. 

Having said that and sound-
ing a little whiny, I still don’t 
regret betting on my team. I 
think that is what makes peo-
ple good fans and team play-
ers. It is all in good fun and a 
lesson to take is, if you make a 
bet and lose, you need to own 
up to your decisions and see it 
through. 

I have had a few people say to 
me, just don’t hang it. Well, that 
is not how I was raised. We keep 
having hope as Toronto fans and 
I thought maybe this is the year, 
however the mantra that keeps 
running through my mind is this:

“Know your limit and play within 
it or you may end up with a Boston 
Bruins flag on your door.”

A worthy lesson to keep in mind, 
for sure.

Taking ownership of 
your bets, whether you 
like it or not
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By Connor Luczka

Despite rainy weather, the start of Po-
lice Week 2024 was a huge success, 
according to Const. Darren Fischer.

He told the Stratford Times there was 
a huge turnout to the community bar-
becue hosted by the Stratford Police 
Service (SPS), with upwards of about 
600 people being served.

Police week is an annual celebra-
tion, aiming to increase community 
awareness of all local police services 
do. Taking place from May 12-18 this 
year, it first started in 1970 across the 
nation to coincide with Peace Officers 
Memorial Day May 15.

This year, the SPS hosted events 
across its jurisdiction, which includes 
St. Marys and Perth South.

To start, on May 11 the SPS hosted the 
free community barbecue in Strat-
ford’s Market Square, catered by Joe’s 
Diner. The Optimist Club of Stratford 
had a draw for Totally Spoked, a local 
cycling shop.

On May 13, Fischer was outside of 
the St. Marys Public Library for Cof-
fee with a Cop, where residents could 
enjoy a free coffee and conversation 
with Fischer.

On May 14, the SPS hosted a Car Seat 
Clinic at Fire Hall 2 in Stratford, invit-
ing anyone with questions about their 
children’s car seats to swing by and 
receive help from technicians from 
the Child Passenger Safety Associa-
tion of Canada.

On May 15, there was a Special 
Olympics Law Enforcement Torch 
Run, with participants running from 

Stratford Police HQ on George Street 
downtown to Boston Pizza on Erie 
Street.

On May 16, another Car Seat Clinic 
was held at the St. Marys Fire Depart-
ment and on May 17 there was a Cof-
fee with a Cop event in Stratford as 
well.

In a social media post on the SPS’ 
Facebook page after the community 
barbecue, police thanked the commu-
nity for its help.

“This was a great way for us to en-
gage,” the post read. “We can’t wait to 
do it again next year, only bigger and 
better!”

Connecting with 
community is what Police 
Week 2024 is all about

REALLYGREATSITE.COM

LIBRARY ARTICLE CLUB

STONETOWNSTONETOWN  
CRIERCRIER The latest municipal news

from the Town of St. Marys

Contact us
519-284-2340 
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca

POOL RENTALS

Have an upcoming birthday? 
Make a splash and rent the Aquatic 
Centre pool for your next event!

townofstmarys.com/activenet or call 519-284-2160

SHOWER PROGRAM

CAMP PRC

EARLYON CIRCUS DAY

Registration is now open for the following
camps:

PA Day Camps
Summer Camp (starting July 2)
Specialty Summer Camps at the Quarry

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private,

secure and accessible for individuals of
all abilities.

Come out to the 1/3 Hall on Saturday, May
25 and join in on  a morning of fun and

engaging activities while pretending
you’re at the circus! 

 May 25, 9:30 - 11:30 AM | Pyramid Centre

townofstmarys.com/earlyon or 226-374-6544 

townofstmarys.com/campprc or 519-284-2160

Thursdays, 9 AM - 1 PM | Pyramid Centre 

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

libraryinfo@town.stmarys.on.ca or 519-284-3346

Last Thurs. of the month | 2:30 - 3:30 PM

Pyramid Recreation Centre

Starting May 30, articles from
Pressreader will be discussed at the

library's free program monthly, similar to
a book club. Printed copies will be

available at the library.

 Ph: 519-284-1302 | info@harrisgreigauto.com  
Hours: M-Th 8-5:30, Fri 8-5  |  402 Queen Street W., St. Marys, ON

 Full automotive repair services
 Diagnostics       Alignments 
 Safeties       Tire Sales 
 Honest and Friendly Service

Book ahead for summer tire installation!

COMMUNITY

Const. Darren Fischer outside of the St. 
Marys Public Library for Coffee with a 
Cop, just one of the events hosted by 
the Stratford Police Service for Police 
Week 2024. Photo by Connor Luczka
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1. When did Bon Jovi 
release Livin’ On a 
Prayer?

2. Whose face is on all 
the Canadian coins?

3. In what country did 
french fries originate?

4. From the periodic 
table, what element is Li?

5. On a chess board, what piece moves in an 
L-Shape?

6. What is the color part of the eye called?

7. How many ships do you have to sink in 
Battleship?

8. Hepatic disease is also known as?

9. What Canadian province is the largest?

10. A tree that loses its leaves is known as 
what type of tree?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 or 

info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our Senior of the Week is Jim Rankin, 
who will be 95 on July 28. Jim lives 

in Perth South. He’s fondly known as 
“Bump” by family and friends. He has 
three children (one deceased), eight 
grandchildren (one deceased) and 18 

great grandchildren
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McCully's carries hardwood smoker pellets locally produced by Gildale Farms.   
The 40 lb bags come in four blends - Apple, Cherry, Hickory and Competition 
blend.   Don't forget to check out our freezers for McCully's Black Angus beef, 

farm raised pork and chicken and locally raised bison and lamb.  

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Open Thursday - Sunday
Thursday, Friday, Sunday - 10-5, Saturday - 9-5 

McCully’s carries locally produced, four wood blend BBQ smoker pellets. Check out 
our selection of ready-made meals. We offer a wide variety of meat pies and soups, 
along with baked beans, chili, shepard's pie, pulled pork and beef stew. Don't forget 
to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, maple butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

McCully's Makes Meal Prep Fast 
& Simple

10% off McCully's Grape Jelly

Store Hours for May

BBQ Season 

McCully's has local Asparagus and Rhubarb in the store.
Local Produce

Check out mccullys.ca for registration info for 
McCully's 2024  Summer Camp

By St. Marys Independent staff

This year's Stonetown Heritage Festival promises 
a Saturday filled with a diverse range of live en-
tertainment options, with many acts making their 
debut at the festival. 

“We are thrilled to showcase fresh performances 
and local talent at the festival this year, appealing 
to a wide range of ages and interests,” said Town 
of St. Marys events coordinator Alanna Bowes in 
a press release. “Saturday’s lineup will surely be a 
standout feature.”

The intersection of Queen and Water streets will 
feature demonstrations and performances through-
out the day from Bex in Motion, a hula hoop and 
comedy artist, and a strolling stilt walker thanks to 
the generosity of McLean Taylor Construction Ltd. 

There will also be local performances throughout 
the day from various entertainers, including Com-
munity Players and young musicians from The 
World’s Coolest Music Store.

In addition to these featured performers, young-
sters can enjoy a downtown Kids Zone. This area 
will include inflatables, face painting, activities 

from the Town of St. Marys EarlyON Centre, the St. 
Marys Museum and the St. Marys Public Library. 

Be sure to stop by Milt Dunnell Field to check out 
the St. Marys Farmers’ Market between 8 a.m. and 
noon for a wide range of local produce and fresh 
foods brought in by local farmers, as well as craft 
products created by members of the community. 

Downtown will be the place to be the Saturday eve-
ning of the festival as a concert featuring local acts 
takes the stage. Frank St. Germain and Friends, a 
rock band, will kick off the show, followed by John-
ny & Stacey, indie duo York Street Thought Process, 
and Fleetwood Mac cover band Sweetwood Mac 
will perform as the sun sets. 

Following tradition, the Rotary Fireworks will light 
up the sky around dusk (approximately 10 p.m.). 
The fireworks will be set off from the Grand Trunk 
trestle, and St. Marys Rotarians will be present in 
the area with donation buckets to help support the 
display expenses. 

The full festival schedule is available at www.dis-
coverstmarys.ca/festival. Watch for more details as 
the dates approach. 

Heritage Festival full of 
spectacular live entertainment
A solid Saturday from morning until… Rotary Fireworks

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player
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9999¢¢
FROM /LIN 

FOOT
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IN STOCK
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1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 
MON-FRI 9AM-8PM SAT9-6 SUN10-5

F U L L Y  S T O C K E D !F U L L Y  S T O C K E D !
BIGGESTBIGGESTON THE BLOCK! BLOCK! 

VINYL &VINYL &
 LAMINATE  LAMINATE 

MOULDINGSMOULDINGS
100’S OF 100’S OF 

COLOURSCOLOURS
 IN STOCK! IN STOCK!
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By Emily Stewart

Movie Night in the Park, Puppy Pag-
eant and Drag Queen Story Time are 
part of the St. Marys Pride schedule 
in early June.

St. Marys Pride’s celebrations for 
Pride Month begin with a screening 
of Barbie on June 7 in Cadzow Park in 
collaboration with Friends of the St. 
Marys Public Library. The third an-
nual Pride in the Park will occur on 
June 9.

Pride in the Park will have a chil-
dren’s area featuring face painting, 
games and bouncy castles. The event 
will also include Drag Queen Story-
time, a march around Milt Dunnell 
Field, food vendors, an artisan craft 
market, a drag queen lip-synching 
competition and a Puppy Pageant. 

Organizations such as PFLAG Strat-
ford, Friends of the St. Marys Public 
Library and the Little Falls Public 
School Gay-Straight Alliance will also 
attend Pride in the Park to provide 
information and resources support-
ing the local 2SLGBTQIA+ communi-
ty and allies.

“We try to be family friendly, but also 
educational as well,” said St. Marys 
Pride president Robin Awock.

Awock said the past two Pride in the 
Park events had great turnouts. The 
first event in 2022 had 600 attendees, 
and the 2023 Pride in the Park had 
between 600 and 700 guests attend.

In addition to Pride in the Park, St. 
Marys Pride also hosts Dungeons and 
Dragons events once a month at the 
St. Marys Public Library. St. Marys 
Pride will also be at the upcoming 
Recreation Fair at the Pyramid Recre-
ation Centre on June 7 from 4-8 p.m. 
Awock said she hopes St. Marys Pride 
can have more events, including mov-
ie nights, in the future and can also be 
more active in the community. 

“Our motto for St. Marys Pride is fos-
ter inclusivity in our small town,” she 
said. “It's a good idea to show that we 
are there, that we are a group that you 
can reach out to if you have questions 
or parents who have questions con-
cerning their children. We want to be 
there so young teens and pre-teens 
can show that they can be themselves 
in the community and that they're out 
there as well.”

More information on St. Marys Pride 
and updates on events like Pride in 
the Park can be found at facebook.
com/StMarysOntarioPride.

Third annual Pride 
in the Park to include 
returning and new 
programming
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ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
PERTH REGIMENT VETERANS

BRANCH 236 ST MARYS

HOURS
TUE – THU 3PM - ???
FRI NOON TILL ???

SAT – NOON TILL CLOSING

HOT DOG / SAUSAGE FRIDAY 
AT NOON 

MEAT DRAW SAT AT 5 PM
PLUS A 50/50 DRAW

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE HALL FOR RENT
66 CHURCH STREET NORTH, 

ST MARYS 519 284-2267

Serving 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
TAVISTOCK MEN’S CLUB HALL 

Pickerel Dine-in or Take Out
Adults $30 Children (Ages 6-12) $15

TAVISTOCK MEN’S CLUB

FISH FRYFISH FRY
Wednesday June 5, 2024

Tickets available at Men's Club Hall, 
78 Woodstock St., N

Every Wednesday (starting May 8) 4-7 pm, 
Saturday 11-2 pm

or from Club members 
or call 519-655-2286 or 519-655-3573
email: info@tavistockmensclub.ca 63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N4X 1A6  

Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

www.samshomehardware.com 

www.homehardware.ca
NOW UNTIL JUNE 5

By Galen Simmons

The St. Marys Business Improvement 
Area (BIA) board members don’t yet 
know what the full impacts of the 
2024 Ontario Summer Games triath-
lon, to be held in St. Marys on the 
mornings of Aug. 2 and 3, will be on 
BIA-member businesses, and some 
are frustrated they weren’t consulted 
by the town earlier.

At Tuesday’s regular BIA meeting, St. 
Marys community services director 
Stephanie Ische presented details of 
the triathlon that will see as many as 
60 athletes between the ages of 12 
and 18 swim at the St. Marys Swim-
ming Quarry, bike through town along 
Water Street to Queen Street and run 
behind the Canadian Baseball Hall 
of Fame across four heats between 7 
a.m. and noon Friday, Aug. 2 and Sat-
urday Aug. 3. 

“Staff have been discussing with rep-
resentatives from Tourism London 
since the late fall of 2023 to become 
a potential event host for the 2024 
Ontario Summer Games,” Ische said. 
“Staff have continued to work with 
Tourism London to evaluate our el-
igibility, and we held our first meet-
ing with town departments including 
the police on Monday, May 6. At this 
meeting, staff were able to finalize 
the route and confirm event require-
ments.” 

The event, which is being held in St. 
Marys as part of the summer games 
in London, is expected to attract a few 
hundred spectators – mostly friends 
and family of racers – and will re-
quire the town to close several arte-
rial roads to accommodate the cycling 
portion of the competition, which 
needs high-quality asphalt surfac-
es with no topcoat asphalt, railways 
crossings or parked cars along the 
route.

Ische said the town will close Water 
Street South and Queen Street from 
Water Street to Charles Street begin-
ning at 7 a.m. both days with the ex-
pectation the roads will be reopened 
once the races finish, possibly as ear-
ly as 11 a.m. A Queen Street east-west 
detour will be in place during the road 
closures and Stratford police will pro-
vide traffic control at the Queen-Wel-
lington intersection. 

Those road closures and the restric-
tions on street parking for between 
three and four hours during the tri-
athlon, however, are a source of con-
tention among some BIA board mem-
bers concerned with the potential for 
lost business when customers can’t 
make it downtown or find parking on 
what might otherwise be a busy sum-
mer long weekend for already strug-
gling local businesses.

“For business owners who will be af-

fected, two months out; to be in the 
infancy stages of a communications 
plan is a far cry from what’s necessary,” 
board member Lisa Fewster said. “Ev-
ery businessperson sitting here has 
now got to make amendments to that 
weekend for their businesses. Should 
we not have been included last fall in 
the discussion about what this does 
to downtown businesses? … Satur-
day that weekend, you’ve got yard 
sales. What about Tim Hortons? What 
about the rest of downtown business-
es that will not have access to their 
customers? If you’re a hairdresser 
and you’ve got six bridesmaids and a 
bride coming in at 7:30 a.m. for hair, 
makeup and nails, how do I get them 
back to their car?”

While Ische said town staff is work-
ing with Tourism London on a plan 
to promote St. Marys and all it has 
to offer to as many potential specta-
tors throughout the region and be-
yond as possible in hopes of getting 
those people downtown and possi-
bly encouraging them to return to St. 
Marys in the future, Fewster and the 
other board members said there is 
no guarantee those visitors will come 
downtown and offset whatever local 
business they would have otherwise 
generated on those mornings.

“A lot of the businesses need to have 
a really good summer because they 

haven’t had a great start to this year,” 
said board member Jan Scott. “They 
don’t need any roadblocks set up that 
will keep them closed longer than 
they have to be. … I am the busiest 
on a Saturday between 10 a.m. and 12 
p.m.”

BIA vice chair Alexadra O’Shea also 
touched on the town’s ask that local 
businesses consider donating items 
to be part of a gift bag for each of the 
60 participating athletes.

“As small businesses, we get asked a 
lot for gifts all the time,” O’Shea said. 
“ … Because of this demographic – 
they’re teenagers who are receiving 
the bags – I look at the businesses 
lining our streets and think, ‘What 
would a 16-year-old want from my 
store that I’m willing to share?’ ”

O’Shea suggested instead of busi-
nesses donating items for a grab bag, 
the BIA foot the bill for a gift bag that 
includes both BIA and town branded 
items like water bottles.

Ultimately, the BIA appointed Scott 
and treasurer Sue Griffith as liaison 
members of the triathlon organizing 
committee to help the committee mit-
igate the potentially negative impacts 
of the event on local businesses. The 
two liaisons were also granted a bud-
get $1,000 to purchase gift-bag items 
for the athletes.

St. Marys BIA board members express concerns 
around impacts of Ontario Summer Games triathlon
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Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance: OTN
Primary Care Nurse Practitioners
Provides temporary primary care services to
those without a family doctor until they are
matched with a family doctor.
www.hpha.ca  | 1-866-527-8421 ext. 4818

Need help?

STONETOWNSTONETOWN
SupportsSupports

Stonetown Supports is your connection to
local resources for food security, mental

health and addiction, financial aid,
housing, and more.

HEALTH SERVICES 
RESOURCES

Happy Valley Family Health Team
Provides team-based healthcare that
includes physicians, nurse practitioners,
nurses, a dietitian, a pharmacist, mental
health counsellors, and an addiction
counsellor.
www.happyvalleyfht.ca | 519-284-3450

Huron Perth Community Support 
Services Network
Offers meals and nutrition, education,
safety and reassurance, health and
wellness, transportation and in-home
support programs.
1-844-482-7800

St. Marys Memorial Hospital
Acute and complex continuing care 
hospital with emergency department.
www.stmaryshealthcare.foundation
519-284-1332 or 1-888-275-1102 (toll-free)

More local resources:
townofstmarys.com/stonetownsupports

Brittany Petrie
Community Outreach Worker
Town of St. Marys | 226-261-0098

By St. Marys Independent staff

Please note the following hours will 
be in effect for Town of St. Marys fa-
cilities for Victoria Day (Monday, May 
20, 2024). 

Closed Monday, May 20:

• Town Hall (Closed for renovations 
until further notice)

• Municipal Operations Centre

• Adult Learning

• Before and After School Program

• Child Care Centre

• Town of St. Marys EarlyON Centre

• Fire Station

• Friendship Centre

• Landfill

• Library

• Mobility Services Offices (Rides 
must be booked by 3 p.m. on Thurs-
day, May 16) 

• Museum and Archives

• Pyramid Recreation Centre (includ-
ing the Aquatics Centre)

• Service Ontario

• Youth Centre

No change:

• Leaf and Yard Waste collection will 
proceed as scheduled for the North 
and West wards on Monday, May 20.

• The Train Station will be open; visit 
www.viarail.ca for train scheduling.

• Home Support Services such as 
Meals on Wheels and telephone reas-
surance will continue.

Holiday hours for Town 
facilities – Victoria Day 
(May 20, 2024)

20th Anniversary 5km Walk for

in association with Community Living 
St. Marys and Area

Sunday, June 2nd 11am-1pm 
at Milt Dunnell Field (the “Flats”) 

** Silent Auction ** Create your own Team
** Food Truck ** Sel�e Station

Donate online through our website, choose the Create A Smile Fund. 
For a pledge kit or more information call 519-284-1400 or visit 

www.communitylivingstmarys.ca
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Celebrate Mother’s Day & Father’s Day at Science Hill! 
Bring your parent out for 18 holes with a cart and 

BBQ lunch for just $60 per person. Call & book now!

MOM & DAD!

May 12 & June 16

WANTS TO HONOUR

(519) 284-3621

EXCLUSIVE OFFER45$
ANY SIZE UNIT

60 120 RD, ST. MARYS, ONTARIO 60 120 RD, ST. MARYS, ONTARIO 

By Wendy Lamond

As of April 1, Toryer’s Spices is the latest FedEx 
Canada location where St. Marys residents can 
pick up and drop off their packages. 

FedEx Canada, as most know, is a reliable delivery 
service committed to getting parcels where they 
need to go.

Dan Troyer told the Independent he was ap-
proached by the company to be a go-to spot for 
the community. 

“I talked to my staff about it and we already sell 
theatre tickets and help out in other ways, and de-
cided it wouldn’t be much different. It is a service 
we could provide for our community,” Troyer said.

The business also has FedEx supplies available 
including envelopes and boxes at no charge to use 
as packaging for shipment.

The drop-off and pick-up times correspond to 
Troyer’s business hours with the only difference 
being FedEx will only do pickups Monday to Fri-
day. Residents can still drop off on Saturdays, but 
their packages won’t be picked up by the delivery 
service until Monday. 

Troyer said his store will also serve as a hold-
ing space. If FedEx tries to deliver a package to a 
home but no one is there to answer, the package 
will be brought to Troyer’s until someone can pick 
it up.

Troyer’s Spices is open Monday to Friday 9:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturdays 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

For any questions, call Troyer at 226-661-8777 or 
email dan@troyersspices.ca.

Troyer’s Spices in St. Marys is now a pickup and 
drop-off location for FedEx

Dan Troyer shows the FedEx boxes that are available 
at no charge for packaging.

FedEx sign in Troyer’s Spices window for new pick-up 
and drop-off location. Photos by Wendy Lamond
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456 Erie Street, Stratford       www.savilepools.com       519-271-3787
*Some conditions may apply.

FOLLOW US

Creating Backyard Getaways Since 1966

PLACE ORDERS
by email or in-store

Mon-Fri: 9:00-5:00
Sat: 9-2

5858thth ANNIVERSARY SALE ANNIVERSARY SALE

1010%% OFF OFF
1515%% OFF OFF

Pool & Hot Tub Chemicals & Accessories*Pool & Hot Tub Chemicals & Accessories*

Solar BlanketsSolar Blankets

May 13May 13thth to May 25 to May 25thth

By Wendy Lamond

Award winning children’s illustrator 
and author and St. Marys native Jocey 
Asnong will be at Betty’s Bookshelf to 
launch her latest book May 18. 

Her Nuptse and Lhotse series is about 
two cats that love adventure and use 
their imagination to teach readers 
about the country. Asnong's other 
books teach ABCs and numbers using 
Canadian regions.

Her latest book is called Nuptse & 
Lhotse in the Land of the Great Lakes 
and is about the two cats going on 
an adventure with their new racoon 
friend. 

“I have loved books and creating pic-
tures and stories for as long as I can 
remember. I don’t think of it as choos-
ing a line of work, as it has always 
been a part of me, but rather figuring 
out how to build a life around that 
passion.” Asnong said.

The trio make their way across Cana-
dian Shield near Lake Superior, learn 
how to make smores near Lake Hu-
ron, visit the fruit fields around Lake 

Erie and see a lovely rainbow over 
Niagara Falls. 

Asnong has 13 books published and 
uses wonderful colours and textures 
in her books, which makes them pop-
ular among young readers.

The book signing at Betty’s Bookshelf 
will be from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Asnong 
will be there to sign books, talk about 
her book and read from it. There will 
be refreshments for all to enjoy.

Asnong was born and raised on the 
outskirts of St. Marys. She attended 
Upper Thames Elementary in Mitch-
ell and then went to high school in 
Goderich. 

Her books are all Canadian based and 
focus on different locations with the 
intention of educating readers about 
those places. 

She attended illustration school at 
Sheridan College and then decided 
to move out to Alberta but has since 
moved out to the east coast to Belfast 
P.E.I. Asnong loves to travel and is a 
cat mom.

St. Marys native Jocey Asnong launches new 
children’s book at Betty’s Bookshelf

Children's author and illustrator Joc-
ey Asnong will launch her new book at 
Betty’s Bookshelf May 18. Contributed 
photo

Cover of author-illustrator Jocey As-
nong’s new book, Nuptse & Lhotse in 
the Land of the Great Lakes. Contribut-
ed image
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Bryn Luckhardt, N.P.D
519-272-3408 • bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com

www.luckhardtlandworks.com
ST. MARYS, ONTARIO

GOT A PROJECT IN MIND FOR 2024?
    CALL US TO GET STARTED

BIKE RODEOBIKE RODEO
The Optimist Club of Downie presents 

our annual

at the
Pyramid Centre St. Marys 
Saturday, June 1st, 2024

10am - 12pmRoad Safety

Radar
Challenge

Obstacle
Avoidance 

Balance
Technique

Intersection
Etiquette

Helmet
Inspection

Bicycle
Registration

Gift Cards

Prize Draws

Hot Dogs &
Refreshments

St. Marys Legion Branch 
#236 holds annual bake 
sale

Legion members Jan Jenkins and Marion Goltz show off some of the delicious 
goodies at the Bake Sale on Saturday. All the money raised from the sale goes 
back to the St. Marys Legion. The sale has been an annual event for the local 
branch #236 for approximately 20 years. Photo by Wendy Lamond

By St. Marys Independent staff

On May 29 at 6:30 p.m., the Friend-
ship Centre Choir takes the Pyramid 
Recreation Centre stage for their 
year-end performance of Music Sweet 
Music. 

Under the direction of Lanny Hoare, 
the choir consists of 29 older adults 
who gather weekly at the Friendship 
Centre for rehearsals. The group is 
actively seeking new members; those 
interested in joining are encouraged 
to contact the Friendship Centre at 
519-284-3272.

“Working with these talented mu-
sicians is such a fulfilling experi-

ence,” Hoare said in a press release. 
“Together, we have created a perfor-
mance that showcases a wide range of 
musical styles and genres, guarantee-
ing a memorable experience for ev-
eryone in the audience.”

All proceeds raised will be used to 
purchase supplies for the choir. A 
sweet treat and light refreshments 
will be served as part of the event.

Tickets are $12 and pre-registration 
for the event is required on a first 
come, first serve basis through Ac-
tiveNet (www.townofstmarys.com/
activenet) or by calling the St. Marys 
Friendship Centre at 519-284-327). 

Friendship Centre Choir 
presents Music Sweet 
Music
An enchanting evening of music and sweet treats May 29

www.stonetowntravel.com

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL Where in the world Where in the world 

would you like to go?would you like to go?  

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel 

consultants today!consultants today!
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THANK YOU to the businesses and 
organizations who have employed a 
St. Marys  DCVI co-op student this year. 
You have provided a wide variety of 
meaningful learning experiences for our students, which helps them 
build skills for success after high school. 

Employers/organizations interested in 
partnering with the program can contact 

Lori Black, Co-operative Education Department Head
519-284-1731 or Lori.Black@ed.amdsb.ca

AD Aesthetics & Medispa
AJ Baker Public School
All Equip Repair & Service
Alliance Wellness Centre
Andrew L Hodges Funeral Home
Bungalow
Brandy Point Service Centre
Canadian Armed Forces
Canadian Tire Automotive Dept.
Cardinal Masonry
Cascades
Coventry Dental Care
Cubberley Plumbing & Heating
Dale’s Performance Automotive Inc
Delta Power Equipment
Dowler-Karn, A Division of 
    McDougall Energy - St. Marys
Echo-Tech Machine & Tool Ltd.
East on Jones
Expressway Ford Stratford
Forman Electric
Gilly’s Stonetown Pubhouse
Harris-Greig Automotive
Haversack Leather
Happy Valley Family Health Team
Hitower Farms Ltd
Holy Name of Mary School
IFH Designs & Installations
Industrial Contracting Solutions
Integrated Mechanical Services Inc
J-AAR Excavating
Joel Drinkwalter Plumbing
JSB Construction
Killins Custom Ag
Koertland Auto Care
Lifetime Vision Care: Dr. Glitz &             
     Associates
Little Falls Public School
Malt - Staging & Design

amdsb.ca/pathways

MCC Contractors
McDonald’s St. Marys
McLean Taylor Construction Ltd
MTG Contracting
MTH Contracting and Consulting   
     Ltd
OES Scoreboards
Parr Mechanical Plumbing & 
     Heating
Patrons Farms
RBR Fur Farms
RDJ Bailey Metalworks
Raezor’s Edge General Contractors
Roestenburg Welding Ltd
Rotorantim Cimentos St. Marys    
     Cement
Sensations Salon and Spa
Shamrock Masonry
Spring Farms
St. Marys Dentistry
St. Marys Home Building Centre
St. Marys Public Library
St. Marys Veterinary Clinic
Stonetown Physiotherapy & Sports   
     Injuries Clinic
Stratford General Hospital
Sun Rayz
Sunova Implement Ltd
SureSeal Eavestroughs
The Career Education Council
The Chocolate Factory
The Friendship Centre, Town of 
     St. Marys
Timberland Equipment Ltd
Tremblett’s Your Independent 
     Grocer St. Marys
Votorantim Cimentos St. Marys     
     Cement

The co-op department would especially like to recognize the following 
businesses for participating in the program this year:

EchoWoodstock Ingersoll

St. Marys Independent The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

STRATFORDTIMES

Goderich Sun

Introducing our Seniors Month feature, celebrating the remarkable seniors who 
enrich our communities during Ontario’s Seniors Month in June. This annual 
nationwide celebration is more than just a tribute—it’s a recognition of the 
invaluable contributions seniors make to the vibrancy of our community.
Don’t miss out on this opportunity to align your brand with the spirit of Seniors 
Month and connect with a passionate audience eager to celebrate the seniors 
who have made a lasting impact. Reserve your space today!

Heather Dunbar - 226-261-1837  |  heather@granthaven.com  |  www.granthaven.com

PUBLICATION DATES:
WOODSTOCK INGERSOLL ECHO: JUNE 7

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT: JUNE 6
WILMOT-TAVISTOCK GAZETTE: JUNE 6

GODERICH SUN: JUNE 13
STRATFORD TIMES: JUNE 14

Holy Name of Mary 
Catholic Women’s League

The Holy Name of Mary Catholic Women's League ladies brunch was held on Sun-
day, May 4.  All of these ladies received pins for their many years of service.  Pic-
tured from left, Patricia Healy 20 year, Marie Brennen 15 year, Annie Weersink 55 
year, Joan Hahn 35 year, Kathy Broers 20 year, Pauline Crawford 45 year, Fieke 
Rietmeyer 60 year, Theresa Heenan 60 year, Jane Hartman 20 year; Front row Jo-
Anne Carr 20 year and Jennie Robinson 55 year pin. Photo by Nancy Bickell
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Lindsay Pickering
519-276-9959

www.lindsaypickering.ca
lindsaypickering22@gmail.com

The Independent Sports is brought to you by

By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys Lincolns season came 
to an end May 12 when they lost 4-3 
in overtime to the Listowel Cyclones.

The win ended the GOJHL champi-
onship series in five games and gave 
the Cyclones their second Suther-
land Cup in franchise history.

Game three saw Listowel take a 2-1 
series lead May 7 with a 2-1 overtime 
win. Both goals scored in regulation 
came in the first period, which was 
dominated by the Cyclones. Mason 
Eurig opened the scoring with a goal 
at the 15:15 mark of the period. With 
just 19 seconds left in the first, Owen 
Voortman tied the game with a short-
handed goal.

Head coach Jeff Bradley felt his team 
played much better in the final two 
periods of regulation after a less 
than stellar start.

“We were a little too tentative, a little 
too deliberate and second to pucks 
too often in the first period,” Bradley 
told the Independent. “Fortunately 
for us, Brandon (Abbott) was dialled 
in and he kept us in the game. Ow-
en’s goal was big for us as it allowed 
us to close that chapter on the first 
period. I thought, in the second and 
third period, our guys started to push 
the pace a little bit. We started get-
ting pucks up as fast as they could 
and getting into that attack mode, so 
I liked our last two periods (of regu-
lation).”

The Lincolns were outshot 20-11 in 
the first 20 minutes as opposed to a 
much-closer differential of 19-16 in 
the second and third periods com-
bined. The tighter play saw both 
teams unable to score in the final 40 
minutes, sending the game to over-
time. In the extra frame, a tripping 
penalty assessed to Adam Barkley 
put Listowel on a powerplay which 
ended with a point shot by Jordan Al-
exander travelling through a maze in 
front and into the Lincolns’ net.

Bradley explained how he felt his 
team showed positive signs of ad-
justing to the physical style of the 
Cyclones.

“As the series goes on, you start to 
get a feel for your opponent. You 
see what they're about and under-

standing that physicality is a part of 
Listowel’s game is important. Some-
times, that takes a little bit of time to 
get used to and I thought we did bet-
ter on that.”

Though St. Marys only had one full 
powerplay opportunity along with an 
abbreviated man advantage, Bradley 
liked what he saw from the team’s 
powerplay.

“I thought it looked good. Obviously, 
it's about production and we didn't 
get that, but we’re starting to see 
some progression game after game 
and then in practice as well. There 
were definitely some good things to 
take away from how our powerplay 
looked, especially with the Cornfield 
unit.”

Bradley had high praise for defence-
man James Sigmon, who the bench 
boss believed was a linchpin on the 
team’s blueline in the championship 
series.

“James has just been unbelievable 
these playoffs and in this series. He's 
been our best defenceman by a mile. 
He works incredibly hard. He’s smart. 
He pushes the pace. Everything he 
does helps our team and he’s a great 
partner for Adam (Barkley). Obvi-
ously, Adam is the incredible player 
that he is, so to have a guy like James 
with the speed and smarts he has, 

it’s a great compliment to what Adam 
brings. Plus, he’s able to play the left 
side as a right-shot guy, which is very 
helpful, too.”

Three-goal third lifts Cyclones past 
Lincs in Game 4

The series shifted back to St. Marys 
May 10 for game four but, once again, 
a lack of depth and powerplay scor-
ing by St. Marys combined with an 
explosive third period by Listowel 
pushed the Cyclones to a 4-3 win.

Bradley liked the performance by his 
squad, feeling once again victory was 
well within reach.

“It was a great back-and-forth game, 
but it's just unfortunate we came out 
on the wrong side of it. Of the first 
four games, that was our best over-
all game. We’ve lost two very tight 
games and one where we had a little 
bit of a letdown. For the most part, 
we’ve played well this series but 
(game four) was definitely our best 
overall effort.”

Luca Spagnolo scored the first two 
goals of the game, both of which 
were set up by Jaden Lee with the 
second goal being a shorthanded tal-
ly. Bradley explained why the line of 
Spagnolo, Lee and Owen Voortman 
was able to break through the Cy-
clones’ defence that otherwise shut 

the Lincs down.

“They're not scared to work along 
the boards and get in front of the 
net. That's what you need with play-
off hockey. You can't be a perimeter 
player and those are three guys that 
are definitely not perimeter players. 
They'll play anywhere. They play any 
style of game you want to play.

They’ve got the will. They care and 
they love winning.”

Though the trio didn’t find the back 
of the net, Bradley also credited the 
newly-minted line of Ryan Hodkin-
son, Maddox Callens and Billy Van-
Sumeren, who the head coach ap-
preciated for the amount of offensive 
pressure they facilitated.

“It's nice to see the Hodkinson line 
with Maddox and Billy do really well 
together. We've been starved for an-
other line to step up other than the 
Spagnolo line, so it was really nice 
to have another line do that. They 
didn't get on the scoresheet, but most 
of the time, the puck was in the of-
fensive zone which is what we need 
from them.”

Luke Eurig cut the Lincolns’ lead to 
one with a goal just over 12 minutes 
into the second frame. Merely 46 sec-
onds into the third, Ben MacRobbie 
potted a powerplay goal to tie the 
game at two apiece. St. Marys retook 
a one-goal lead at the 4:38 mark of 
the third –  the first goal of the play-
offs for former Cyclone Ryder Liver-
more, whose consistent willingness 
to do hard, physical work in the de-
fensive zone made it special to see 
the Exeter, Ont. native get on the 
scoresheet.

“It was great for him. Ryder has been 
a bit of an unsung hero for us. We’re 
playing his old team, who traded him 
away, so for him to score in a game 
that big in the Sutherland Cup Final, 
it's huge for Ryder. He does not do 
this for the points, but for him to get 
a big goal like that to put us back in 
the lead at the time was massive for 
the whole team,” Bradley said.

The never-say-die Cyclones contin-
ued to push back, however, leading to 
goals by Mason Eurig and Tanner Di-
etz just two minutes and 21 seconds 

Lincs fall to Cyclones in Sutherland Cup Final

Maddox Callens breathes a sigh of relief as he celebrates his slump-snapping 
goal in game five of the Sutherland Cup Final between the St. Marys Lincolns and 
Listowel Cyclones. Photo by McGinny Photography

Continued on page 15
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For Hall Rentals 
call 519-271-5343

Sun. May 05 - Melba Bingeman, Embro   $50.00

Mon. May 06 - Lisa Fewster, St. Marys   $50.00

Tues. May 07 - Brian Boyes, Stratford   $50.00

Wed. May 08 - Chris Murray, Stratford   $50.00

Thur. May 09 - Michelle Witzel, Shakespeare  $50.00

Fri. May 10 - Verlyn Kittmer, Lakeside   $50.00

Sat. May 11 - Dave Harrigan, Lucan   $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
 www.fraserpaving.ca

apart, the latter of which went down 
as the game-winner.

When asked what made the Cyclones 
such a difficult team to penetrate of-
fensively, Bradley remarked on the 
defensive parallels between the two 
teams vying for the Sutherland Cup.

“It probably would be the same thing 
they would say about us. They've 
only scored one more goal than us 
in two of the three games they won. 
It's just tighter at this time of year. 
Ice isn't as easily available, so you’ve 
got to battle harder. Listowel is a big 
team, they’re a driven team, they 
want to win and when you're fac-
ing a team that will do anything to 
win, it's tough to push them off their 
gameplan but that's what we have to 
figure out a way to do.”

Cyclones win Sutherland Cup in 
Game 5 OT

A lacklustre first period was an-
swered by a stellar second and third 
period, but the bruised and battered 
Lincolns ultimately couldn’t with-
stand the pressure of the Cyclones, 
who earned a 4-3 victory in overtime 
to win the Sutherland Cup Final four 
games to one.

Bradley noted that, much like game 
three, the Lincs didn’t start the game 
the way they needed, as evidenced by 
a 2-0 lead taken by Listowel heading 
into the first intermission, with goals 
coming from Wylie Birkett and Wyatt 
Kerr.

“We had a slow start. We were a little 
late to battles and just not very ready 
to go. But after the first, we played 
a great game. We talked about how, 
if we get the powerplay going, we 
could maybe start to strike a little bit 
of fear into Listowel, so for us to tie it 
up on two powerplay goals and then 
go up on a powerplay goal was big 
for us.”

After failing to score on a first-period 

man advantage, the Lincolns dropped 
to zero goals on 17 powerplays in the 
series. They also only had one goal in 
the series from someone other than 
Voortman, Spagnolo, or Lee.

In game five, however, all of that 
changed.

Chase MacQueen-Spence got the 
Lincolns on the board with a power-
play tally just under

six-and-a-half minutes into the sec-
ond frame, which snapped a sev-
en-game goal drought for the West-
ern Conference Playoff MVP. Almost 
exactly nine minutes later, overage 
defender Josh Cornfield fired anoth-
er powerplay goal to tie the game at 
2-2.

In the third, back on the powerplay, 
Maddox Callens rocketed home a 
goal that not only put St. Marys ahead 
by one but ended an 11-game stretch 
during which the former Kingston 
Frontenac didn’t have a single point.

“It was really good,” Bradley said 
about the offensive output from dif-
ferent players and the powerplay. 
“Not just because the team needed 
it, but also because the guys who 
scored them deserved those. They 
work hard and it’s nice for them to 
get something to show for it. On the 
first two especially, they were doing 
a great job of getting pucks to the net 
and having a little bit more desper-
ation. Then, on the third one, it was 
more about moving the puck quickly 
to open up seams.”

Bradley further noted that the pow-
erplay going three-for-eight was a 
turning point in the game.

“Getting those powerplays and cap-
italizing on them definitely changed 
things. We needed those for sure. 
Five-on-five, we weren’t making 
a ton happen all game long and I 
don’t think that changed too much. 
But when we got our first powerplay 
goal, it seemed to wake us up a bit 
and every goal after that seemed to 

wake us up more and more.”

The Cyclones wouldn’t be denied, 
however, and just under two minutes 
later, Listowel got a powerplay mark-
er of their own as Birkett scored his 
second goal of the game.

Tied at three at the end of regula-
tion, having slayed the demons that 
were depth scoring and powerplay 
production, the Lincolns were faced 
with one final hurdle that had gone 
largely unconquered all season long 
– overtime. In the extra frame, an ail-
ing Lincolns squad, down to four de-
fenceman and an injury-riddled for-
ward group, took the Cyclones into 
deep waters before Jack O’Donnell, 
who had gone four games without a 
goal, tucked home the series-clinch-
er at the side of the net to win the 
Sutherland Cup for Listowel.

According to the head coach, the 
Lincs, missing their captain, didn’t 
go down without a strong team-wide 
fight.

“It was a good team game. Not having 
Adam (Barkley) obviously was a big 
loss for us and put our defence un-
der some stress. Then, Jacob (Mon-
tesi) getting hurt added to the stress 
on our guys. It was a tough game for 
Hayden (Barch) to get thrown into, 
but I thought as the game went on, 
he settled in nicely and did a good 
job for us.”

Less than 24 hours after the bitter 
disappointment of the game five loss, 
Bradley noted the tough nature of 
the team’s defeat but recognized the 
plentiful positive takeaways of the 
2023-24 campaign.

“It’s fun but it's a grind at the same 
time. We haven't really had time to 
reflect yet. We’ve got exit meetings 
(this past Monday). But on the sur-
face, it seems like a pretty successful 
season. We played more games than 
anybody in our league this year with 
74 over the regular season and play-
offs combined and you don't do that 

unless you have a successful season, 
whether you win the last game or not. 
I’m sure some people believed other 
teams would beat us, but I think we 
proved that our belief in ourselves 
was right.

“Every year for the last three years, 
we’ve continued to move in the right 
direction. Year after year after year, 
we’ve made progress. So, if that trend 
continues, then we'll have even more 
of a successful season next year, but 
we understand what it takes to get 
there now and we understand, from 
firsthand experience of witnessing 
Listowel, what it takes to win it.”

Bradley also was appreciative of the 
Lincolns fans who, in his eyes, gave 
the players lifelong memories with 
their unwavering and electric sup-
port.

“It's a great experience for the play-
ers. Kids dream about playing in the 
NHL or the OHL and when you get 
to those points, you're able to experi-
ence the big crowds and the fandom 
that comes with it. I'm sure when a 
Maddox Callens or a Chase Mac-
Queen-Spence or a Noah Vanden-
Brink comes here, they may not ex-
pect the passion and the energy that 
St. Marys brought to Junior B hockey.

“The experience that the fans were 
able to bring to the players, I think 
that's what's important to the play-
ers and it’s stuff that they'll remem-
ber forever,” added Bradley. “They'll 
remember their names being chant-
ed. They'll remember signing au-
tographs for kids. They're going to 
remember being really loved for the 
entertainment they brought to the 
fans. It's special for 16- to 20-year-
olds to be able to bring that type of 
joy to a community. I think it's all 
about the experience for the players. 
They're the ones that bleed, sweat 
and get hurt for this team. They de-
serve all the greatest experiences, 
and the community and the fans 
gave them that.”

Continued from page 14
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Adam Barkley served as Captain of the St. Marys Lincolns, leading the team to 
their first Western Conference Championship in 30 years.

Ryder Livermore defends the front of his net. Livermore often went unsung for his 
less flashy but incredibly important, hard-nosed brand of hockey and unyielding 
defensive responsibility.

Cohen Bidgood drives towards the Listowel Cyclones net. Bidgood was totally 
unafraid of going to the net and taking abuse in front to create gritty scoring op-
portunities for himself and his linemates.

Brandon Abbott flashes the glove as he makes a big save. The overage netminder 
became a calming, steady presence for the Lincolns in goal.

Jacob Montesi was another under-the-radar member of the Lincs’ lineup. Montesi 
seldom got beat by the opposition’s offensive stars thanks to his always-respon-
sible defensive work.

Owen Voortman looks to pass the puck to Jaden Lee. Voortman and Lee, along 
with Luca Spagnolo, were the Lincolns’ best line in the Sutherland Cup Final. Pho-
tos by McGinny Photography

Lincs’ season an unforgettable journey
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THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SUPPORT!

7 6 9  Q U E E N  S T .  E A S T ,  S T .  M A R Y S  |  5 1 9 . 2 8 4 . 3 7 0 4

S O C I A L T H I R T Y O N E . C O M

We are profoundly
honoured to have been

presented with the
Hospitality Award 
at the Stratford &
District Chamber 

Business Excellence
Awards this May. 

Our team extends a
heartfelt thank you to
our guests,  suppliers,
vendors, and you, our
local community, for

being part of our story. 

St. Marys bowlers compete 
in Stratford tournament

St. Marys Legion team 
wins Ontario Cribbage 
Championships

On May 12, two teams comprised of St. Marys bowlers travelled to Mike’s Lanes 
in Stratford to play in the Bob Howie Tournament. Both the girls and boys teams 
finished fourth and bowled over their averages. The St. Marys Bowling Lanes are 
incredibly proud of their bowlers and gave a special thanks to those who donat-
ed in the name of the late Kelvin Chambers to the YBC program to covering lin-
eage fees for this tournament. Pictured in the front row, from left to right, are Leia 
Slaney, James Van De Gevel, and Natalie McKeen. In the back row, from left, are 
Tyler Sims, Rory Brockman, coach Helen Brockman, Nathan McKeen, and coach 
Gerry Brockman. Contributed photo

The St. Marys Legion Team recently won the Ontario Cribbage Championships in 
Falconbridge on March 2 and travelled to Shediac, New Brunswick on April 27 - 
28 for the National Championship. Pictured, from left to right Ray Hewitt, Darrell 
Gorvett, Grant Graham and Bim Graham. Darrell and Grant came in second in the 
pairs division. Photo by Jan Jenkins
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Kingsway Lodge is Inviting St. Marys and area Ladies to come, if 
your able to come please call Laurie Smith 519 284 2921 X230

Ask the Arborist
By Joel Hackett  |  519 272 5742 |  jtsquote@gmail.com

Dear Arborist,

I have a tree, grey bark, big 
berries. Once in a while, I 
cut some branches on it and 
the wood was a nice orange 
red color. Anyways I don’t 
know how else to say this but 
it looks like it has dog poo 
growing all over it.

Sincerly

WHAT THE HECK

-----------------------------

Dear WHAT THE HECK

Sounds like a Black Cherry 
tree; the problem you are 
referring too is a fungal 
disease called Black Knot. 

Eventually it will kill the tree, 
but it normally takes a long 
time. Unfortunately, it looks 
ugly and there is no cure.

You can remove and replace, 
however any tree in the 
Prunus genus, will also end 
up contacting the disease.

Sincerely

The Arborist

Joel Hackett is a certified 
Arborist residing in the 
St. Marys area. Currently, 
he spends most of the year 
running Joel’s Tree Service. 
For contact call 519 272 5742 
or email jtsquote@gmail.com

By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys DCVI Senior Boys soc-
cer team is in position to potentially 
host WOSSAA after winning two vital 
games against single A teams from 
Goderich and Wingham May 7.

In their first game of the day, the 
DCVI Senior Boys took on F.E. Ma-
dill, a team that has given the Salukis 
fits over the last two years. St. Marys 
dominated from the opening whistle, 
preventing Madill from getting a shot 
on goalkeeper Charles Black. Head 
coach Richard Farmer credited a pair 
of players who have filled in admira-
bly for two significant absences which 
helped their goalie have an easier 
shift in net.

“Charles caught a few balls that were 
kicked into the box but other than 
that, he didn’t have much to do,” Farm-
er noted. “We continue to play without 
Ryan Hodkinson and Blake Elzinga 
as they are busy with the Lincolns, so 
Peyton Lobb has had to step up and 

play on defence. He has been excel-
lent playing centre-back alongside 
Dan Zulu. The two have been working 
really well together.”

DCVI’s dominant effort culminated 
in a 3-0 victory, which included goals 
from Owen Littlejohn, Carson Brock 
and Roger Sebben. The first goal be-
gan down the wing with Julio Fontes 
who worked it into the box a set of 
passes popped out to Littlejohn at the 
top of the box, who blasted the ball 
into the left corner.

About 10 minutes into the second half, 
Carson Brock ripped past his defend-
er on the left wing, cutting in from the 
end line and beating the keeper with 
a powerful shot from a tight angle. 
Roger Sebben finished off the scoring 
with another great finish from the top 
of the box.

Farmer told the Independent the 
team’s stellar offensive performance 
came despite some bad luck with 
many of their shots.

“The passing all day was excellent, 
but the shots in this game weren't 
paying off as much as they could 
have. The boys hit the post a couple of 
times, scuffed the ball just wide sever-
al times and put the ball over the net 
quite a bit.”

The second game of the day saw the 
Salukis take on a stronger squad 
from Goderich but, thanks to another 
strong defensive effort by DCVI and 
better shooting, St. Marys took a 5-0 
victory.

We knew Goderich had some strong 
and fast players,” said Farmer. “But 
they play a very simple dump-and-
chase game. We were on to this and 
set our defenders up deep which nul-
lified the speed of the Goderich at-
tack. We seemed to have found our 
shooting again but were up against 
a very talented Goderich keeper who 
made several impressive saves.”

Goderich finally broke through DCVI’s 
defence but Black made an incredible 
save, leading to a St. Marys counter-
attack. Hayden Brintnell had the final 
touch on the counter, burying the ball 
past the Goderich keeper.

“The defence was excellent in this 
game with Dan (Zulu) controlling 
things and making sure each defend-
er was in the right spot. Diego (Fran-
co-Farmer) had his best game of the 
season. He was relentlessly chasing 
down Goderich attackers and was 
able to stop Goderich's best player on 
what was nearly a one-on-one with 

our keeper.

In the second half, Littlejohn added a 
hat-trick with three impressive strikes 
and Brock added one of his own.

“The boys have found their groove at 
the right time,” Farmer remarked. “The 
passing in the game against Goderich 
was excellent. Their defensive work 
and communication were also strong.”

St. Marys was back in action May 13 
and experienced an off game to start 
the day, losing 3-0 to South Huron. In 
their second game of the day against 
St. Anne’s, the Salukis refocused and 
played a much more dominant game. 
However, they still struggled to score, 
narrowly escaping with a 1-0 victo-
ry. Littlejohn scored the only goal of 
the day for St. Marys after a series of 
great passes.

Farmer admitted that it was a frustrat-
ing day on the field but also was hap-
py with the team’s dominance against 
St. Anne’s.

“It was an off day for us and I’m not 
sure why. We outplayed South Huron 
for most of the game, but we couldn’t 
score and had some calls go against 
us. We were in full control against St. 
Anne’s. Our goalie never really felt 
threatened, but we still couldn’t find 
the net. We had several good attempts 
but the shots were off target or too 
soft. It was frustrating because we 
should have been the dominant team 
but, thankfully, we should still be safe 
in the top four to get to WOSSAA.”

DCVI Sr. Boys win trio of important road games
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SUMMER EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITYSUMMER EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Happy Hills Resort
Embro, Ontario

is now accepting applications for
Lifeguard Positions

If interested, please forward your resume to:
Email: thebakers@happyhills.com

Or call if you have any questions: 519-475-4471

All applicants must hold the following qualifications:
• Current Certification of National Lifeguard Service (NLS)
• Current Certification in Standard First Aid and C.P.R.
• Experience working with children
• Excellent interpersonal and communication skills
• Ability to work independently and in a team environment

By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys DCVI Senior Girls soc-
cer team won three of their last four 
games after a quartet of away games 
May 7 and 13, which has the Salu-
kis in first place in the Huron-Perth 
standings.

In their first game of the day, the Sa-
lukis took on F.E. Madill in a nail-bit-
ing, hard-fought battle and earned a 
1-0 shutout win. DCVI struggled early 
in the game but thankfully, according 
to head coach KayLee Sykes, strong 
defence and goalkeeping held DCVI 
in the game.

“We were struggling to get the ball 
towards Madill’s net in the first half 
of the game,” said Sykes. “A lot of time 
was spent in our end, but we have 
some strong defensive players who 
were able to keep pushing the ball up 
and defending our net. Isla (Unich) 
did an amazing job in goal for us 
blocking the shots that came to her. 
Isla isn’t afraid of the ball and she’s 
willing to challenge players rushing 
at the net.”

St. Marys regrouped at halftime and 
came out flying in the second half, 
peppering Madill’s net with shots and 
creating chances for rebounds. How-

ever, they weren’t able to connect un-
til the late stages of the game. With 
less than five minutes left, Lila Corby 
got control of the ball and took a shot 
from outside of the box which mid-
fielder Avery Jones followed to the net 
and knocked in to score the first and 
only goal of the game.

Regan Jones, a junior player, was 
called up for the game and received 
praise from Sykes.

“The team was ecstatic. For the last 
few minutes of the game, we were 
able to keep the ball in Madill's end 
and prevent any goals. Regan (Jones) 
did an amazing job on midfield. She 
helped set up plays, cut off break-
aways and kept spirits high during 
the game.”

The Salukis picked up where they 
left off against Madill in their second 
match of the day against Goderich. 
Most of the game was spent in God-
erich’s zone, with Sykes explaining 
how the team appeared to have got-
ten into a groove.

“It was clear that everyone was play-
ing a bit more calm. They were taking 
a second to think. They were commu-
nicating with each other and advanc-
ing the game in a smooth and cohesive 

manner. Like in every game this team 
plays, each player brought something 
that propelled the team forward and 
helped us to accomplish both wins.”

Another goal was scored by Av-
ery Jones who hustled after the ball 
and was able to sink it into the net. 
A beautiful goal was scored by Alex 
Binning, who was off for a shift and 
stated that she felt she needed a goal. 
Binning hopped onto the field and got 
a goal within minutes. The Salukis’ fi-
nal goal was scored by Eve Greig, who 
kept taking shot after shot on the net 
before finally burying the ball in the 
top corner. Goderich ended the shut-
out bid but the Salukis held on for a 
3-1 victory.

The Salukis were back in action May 
13 with a pair of games hosted at St. 
Michael Catholic Secondary School in 
Stratford, the first of which ended in a 
scoreless draw between St. Marys and 
South Huron. Sykes said both teams 
got scoring chances but were a bit 
snake-bitten offensively.

“We had players taking lots of shots, 
but they weren’t able to find the back 
of the net. The amount of gameplay 
in our end compared to how much 
was in their end was pretty equal the 

entire game. Towards the end of the 
game, I thought we were going to get 
a goal. The girls were really hustling 
and going for the rebounds, but the 
shots just kept going over or wide of 
the net. Isla (Unich) stopped some 
powerful shots and repeatedly sent 
the ball flying up the field for the for-
wards and midfielders to break away 
with.”

DCVI broke through on the score-
sheet in the second game of the day 
against St. Anne’s to pick up a 3-1 
victory. Defensive midfielder Olive 
Arts brought the ball up the field and 
crossed it to forward Kendra Roberts 
who netted the first goal of the game. 
Later in the first half, Sydney Grant 
brought the ball up to the corner of 
the net and put it on a tee for Binning 
who buried on a powerful shot into 
the corner.

Partway through the second half, St. 
Anne’s got a penalty shot after a hand 
ball in the goalie box by a St. Marys 
defender. Though St. Anne’s cut the 
lead in half, the Salukis responded 
quickly with Eve Greig maneuvering 
around multiple St. Anne’s players 
to score from just outside the box en 
route to the 3-1 win.

DCVI Sr. Girls atop H-P after winning three of four
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By James Giles with Tom Shurtliff and 
Nadeem Hussain, edited by Alice Rix-
son 

All forms of art stem from innate tal-
ent, enhanced by passion and prac-
tice, often with the guidance of mas-
ters. 

This also pertains to gardening. Gar-
dening is art. The soil is like the can-
vas and the plant varieties, rocks, 
mulches and the shapes of garden 
beds are the multi-coloured paints. 

Gardeners are artists as they design 
and develop their spaces in a leisure-
ly fashion to achieve the desired co-
lours by selecting plants and arrang-
ing them in aesthetically pleasing 
ways to maintain the overall harmony 
and balance. Just knowing when the 
various flowers come into bud and 
the length of time the blossoms last is 
an art in itself. 

The gardener wears the hat of an 
engineer, an ecologist, a botanist, a 
farmer, a mathematician and a biolo-
gist. The lessons learned from each of 
these disciplines allows the gardener 
to transform his garden into a work 
of art.

Many passionate and dedicated gar-
deners like St. Marys residents Tom 
Shurtliff and Nadeem Hussain are 
well aware that gardening can be 
strenuous but enormously rewarding 
work. “Our garden stands as a testa-
ment to nature’s artistry, mirroring 
the vibrant colours, intricate tex-
tures, and harmonious compositions 
found in renowned works of art,” say 
Shurtliff and Hussain. “As we stroll 
through its lush pathways, we are 
reminded of the profound connec-
tion between gardens and artistic ex-
pression, where each flower, tree, and 
composition tell a story of beauty and 

creativity. In many ways, our garden 
echoes the principles of Impression-
ist art. With its emphasis on captur-
ing the fleeting moments of light and 
movement, we seek to immortalize 
the ephemeral beauty of our garden 
through careful observation and cul-
tivation.”

Gardens are comprised of many lay-
ers and each plant has its unique 
narrative. “With meticulous care and 
attention, we have established a var-
ied and fascinating collection that 
captivates the senses of sight, touch 
and scents and sparks curiosity and 
awe. From exotic blooms of rare gems 
gathered from around the world that 
emerge from the ground to the dra-
matic elegance of more than 90 va-
rieties of Japanese maples comple-
menting blooms, each plant has been 
selected for its distinctive character-
istic and contribution to the overall 
tapestry of the living canvas. The gar-
den reflects our appreciation for their 
graceful form and exquisite foliage,” 
says Shurtliff. 

Shurtliff and Hussain believe a gar-
den should spark interest all year 
long and to make that happen, plants 
are chosen for their alluring features 
throughout the seasons, not neces-
sarily or solely for their flowers.

“Our collection of dwarf conifers pro-
vides a sense of structure and perma-
nence to the garden, their evergreen 
foliage serving as a backdrop for the 
ever-changing palette of seasonal 
blooms. The whimsical twists of con-
torted pines, the stately elegance of 
weeping spruces, the rich colours of 
the firs are magical marvels that add 
a sense of charm and joy to the land-
scape. Their compact size and low 
maintenance requirements serve as 

the backbone of our garden, anchor-
ing it in both space and time,” the gar-
deners claim. “But perhaps what truly 
defines our garden is our willingness 
to push the boundaries with border-
line hardy species, experimenting 
with kinds that may not thrive in our 
climate but nevertheless add a sense 
of adventure and excitement to the 
landscape,” says Hussain. “We are 
thrilled to hear visitors exclaim ‘that 
shouldn’t grow here’ as they point to 
South African lilies and Mediterra-
nean peonies.” Such daring inclusions 
challenge conventional notions of 
what constitutes a Canadian garden. 
With each new addition, they push 
the limits of what is possible, creating 
a garden that is as diverse and dy-
namic as the natural world itself.

Visitors from many points in south-
ern Ontario have visually experi-
enced Shurtliff and Hussain’s garden, 
which serves as a source of inspira-

tion not only for themselves but also 
for the wider community. “We love to 
share the beauty and wonder of our 
garden with others, inviting them to 
experience firsthand the transforma-
tive power of nature and art,” they say. 

Shurtliff and Hussain believe that 
just as a painting, sculpture and oth-
er forms of art can touch the soul and 
stir the imagination, so too can their 
garden by beckoning them to pause, 
reflect and marvel at the surrounding 
beauty. 

If you are a passionate gardener and 
would like to visit Tom and Nadeem’s 
garden nestled against the backdrop 
of their Queen Anne Victorian house, 
you can forward your request to smin-
dependentarts@gmail.com

Please send comments and proposed 
topics for Arts articles to - smindepen-
dentarts@gmail.com

ARTS & CULTURE
Gardens: Echoing the Beauty of Masterpieces

Tom and Nadeem’s Garden. Photos courtesy of Tom Shurtliff
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COMMUNITY
The Optimist Club of Downie holds annual free 
bowling event for kids

The Downie Optimists held their kid's bowling night at St. Marys Bowling Lanes on Wednesday night. There were 72 kids in attendance. The service club provides 
the bowling for free and provides pizza, drinks and chips. The Optimist Club also held a similar event that same night in Stratford at Mike's Bowling Lane with 30 kids 
partaking in the fun. Above left, a group of happy bowlers pose with the sign of the event sponsor The Optimist Club of Downie. Above right, St. Marys Bowling Lanes 
was the venue for the free kid's bowling night.  Contributed photos
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By Mary Smith

Canadians are about to enjoy a hol-
iday Monday named in honour of a 
British queen who was born more 
than 200 years ago. Today, five mon-
archs later, many Canadians do not 
feel any particular connection to 
royalty – not that they would ever 
give up the Victoria Day weekend! 
This was not the case in this part 
of Canada in the 1930s, the period 
between the two World Wars. There 
was still a British Empire and a gen-
eral affection for the royal family. In 
1937, there was a special interest in 
the new king, George VI, his con-
sort, Elizabeth, and their two young 
daughters, Elizabeth and Margaret. 
This family had been thrust into the 
limelight when George’s older broth-
er, Edward VIII, abdicated in order to 
marry the American divorcee, Wallis 
Simpson. King George and Queen 
Elizabeth took on the challenges in 
their new lives with a grace and dig-
nity that appealed to their subjects. 
Their coronation was scheduled to 
take place on Wednesday, May 12, 
1937, in Westminster Abbey.

The directors of the Overseas Educa-
tion League (OEL) planned to have a 
role in the celebrations. Founded in 
1910 by Major Frederick James Ney, 
an educator who had immigrated to 
Canada from England, the League’s 
goal was to facilitate exchanges of 
teachers between Canada and oth-
er countries in the British Empire. 
By 1937, the League had offices in 
Toronto, Montreal and Winnipeg, 
and overseas offices in London and 
Paris. It sponsored not only teacher 
exchanges but also tours of student 
groups. Major Ney was the Execu-
tive Secretary and the League’s let-
terhead proudly proclaimed that the 
Honorary President was the Right 
Honourable Lord Tweedsmuir, Gov-
ernor General of Canada. 

 In 1937, Major Ney established the 
Empire Youth Movement so that 
young people from other countries 
could go to England and share the 
experience of the coronation. In 
Canada, 200 students were selected 
from across the country, travelling 
to England in two groups – boys and 
girls on separate ships. The Province 
of Ontario was allotted space for 40 
students representing 40 different 
secondary schools in the province. 
The OEL required the students to 
be between the ages of 16 and 19 
and planning to return to school in 
Ontario the following September. It 
suggested various ways that schools 
could select their representatives, 
such as a vote by the teaching staff 
or by the entire student body. Aca-

demic achievement was also taken 
into account. The 1930s were de-
pression times and the OEL suggest-
ed that each school should support 
their representatives with a scholar-
ship to help with costs. 

There is no record of the selection 
process used at the St. Marys Col-
legiate Institute and no mention 
of a scholarship when 17-year-old 
Timothy Henry Lincoln Rice (called 
Ted) became the school’s represen-
tative. Ted’s family seems to have 
applied directly to the Overseas Ed-
ucation League. They were willing to 
pay the $215 third class return fare 
from Montreal and Ted was keen to 
go. The application process, the trip 
overseas, and the excitement of the 
events taking place in England are 
well documented in a scrapbook, do-
nated to the St. Marys Museum by 
the Rice family. It includes a small 
clipping from the St. Marys Journal 
Argus announcing that Ted, with a 
group of other Canadian boy stu-
dents, would sail to England on April 
28 on the RMS Montcalm to see the 
“thrilling” coronation procession and 
to take part in an Empire Youth Ral-
ly in Royal Albert Hall. Later groups 
of boys would be guests for two or 
three weeks at one of England’s boys 
boarding schools. They would also 
enjoy time at a seaside camp. Most 
of the group was scheduled to return 
to Canada at the end of June, but Ted 
had relatives in the south of England 
and the OEL would help him con-
nect with them. He planned to spend 
most of the summer in England, re-
turning with another OEL student 
group on August 21. 

It is very probable that the position 
of the Rice family in the communi-
ty was a factor in Ted’s uncontested 
selection as the St. Marys Collegiate 
representative at the coronation. 
His grandfather was Henry Lincoln 
Rice, former president of the St. 
Marys Milling Company. His grand-
mother, Charlotte, was the daughter 
of George Carter, a prominent grain 
merchant and the founder of the 
milling enterprise. The milling busi-
ness had failed, the family’s wealth 
mostly gone, but the Rices’ sense of 
importance remained. Ted’s father, 
George Dwight Lincoln Rice, had 
served overseas during World War 
I and in 1937, was a major in the 
reserves. In signing his correspon-
dence with the OEL, he used his mil-
itary rank: Major G D L Rice. He was 
also Registrar of Deeds for Perth 
County. 

Ted’s mother, Catherine (or Kitty) 
had met Lincoln Rice in England 
during the war and in the fall of 1917, 
came by sea to join him after he had 
been invalided back to Canada. Lin-
coln and Catherine were married in 
Toronto on December 3, 1917. Ted, 
born in 1920, was their only child. 
By 1937, H. L. Rice, Ted’s grandfa-
ther, had died, but his grandmother, 
Charlotte, was still alive. Three gen-
erations of the family lived together 
in the family home built in 1869 by 
George Carter at 224 Jones Street 
East. Various cousins and other rel-
atives were frequent visitors, often 
staying for prolonged periods of 
time. Catherine’s family, the Kelle-
hers, lived in Billinghurst, Sussex, 
and they were the relatives that Ted 

planned to visit after the coronation. 

The students going overseas would 
miss the last few weeks of school, 
including their final examinations, 
some of which, in the 1930s, were 
“departmentals” – provincial exam-
inations set and graded in Toronto. 
The OEL made arrangements with 
the Minister of Education to exempt 
the students from the examinations 
if their current grades were ade-
quate. The Rice scrapbook contains 
a letter signed by the school princi-
pal, Erskine S. Evans, recommend-
ing Ted for departmental standing in 
English Composition and Literature 
and in Canadian History. He would 
be promoted in Latin, French and 
German. However, he would eventu-
ally have to write departmental ex-
aminations in Ancient History and 
Algebra. Ted did not let this prospect 
spoil the plans for his holiday. 

The OEL sent each student sever-
al pages of instructions to follow as 
they prepared for their trip. They 
were told that they would be al-
lowed two pieces of baggage, a club 
bag to carry on and a medium sized 
suitcase. The boys were advised to 
bring one warm spring overcoat, a 
navy blue suit, a school blazer or a 
double-breasted jacket, two pairs of 
grey flannel trousers, six shirts, un-
derwear, stockings, two pair of good 
walking shoes and one pair of run-
ning shoes and a hat. They would be 
expected to wear a navy blue blazer 
and grey trousers on coronation day 
and to the Empire Day Rally. They 
would be sent their cabin and berth 
numbers so that they could label 
their suitcases. As OEL tour mem-
bers, their baggage was insured.

Once they were on board ship, they 
were advised that deck chairs had 
been reserved for them on the third-
class deck. They were unlikely to re-
quire steamer rugs, but if they did, 
they would have to pay the extra 
charge themselves. But instead of 
sitting, they would be encouraged 
to participate in games and other 
activities on board.  Students were 
advised to carry their money in trav-
ellers’ cheques, obtained from their 
own local banks. The OEL advised 
that $50 should be enough spending 
money. (It wasn’t for Ted Rice.) They 
also would need to have some cash 
on hand for shipboard gratuities.

RMS Montcalm sailed from Mon-
treal on April 28 with the Canadian 
boys aboard. On Friday, May 7, Major 
and Mrs. Rice received this telegram: 
“Just came ashore at Southampton 
best wishes Ted.” The coronation 
was five days away. The next phase 
of the adventure was about to begin.

HISTORIC ST. MARYS: A St. Marys Collegiate student’s trip to a coronation

HISTORY

Ted Rice from St. Marys, shown on the right, travelled to England with a student 
group for the coronation of King George VI. Here he and a fellow student are about 
to disembark at Southampton on May 7, 1937. Contributed photo
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SAFETIES, DIAGNOSTICS, BRAKES, EXHAUST, WELDING, 
TIRES & RIMS, FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENTS

By Nancy Abra

Since 1954, firefighters across Cana-
da have been a continuing partner and 
supporters of Muscular Dystrophy Can-
ada (MDC), an organization that sup-
ports research for a cure for Canadians 
with the neuromuscular disorder. 

More than 600 fire departments and 
their associations across Canada have 
raised more than $3 million annually 
for MDC. Over these 70 years, Canadi-

an firefighters collectively have raised 
nearly $100 million through various 
fundraising campaigns such as Fill the 
Boot, the non-profit’s community break-
fasts and other events.

For many years, Thames Centre Thorn-
dale Station firefighters have hosted 
their community breakfast in May with 
the proceeds going to Muscular Dys-
trophy Canada. For the last decade or 
so, firefighter Derek Johnston, who has 
been at the Thorndale Station for 23 

years, has taken the lead in organizing 
and getting the supplies for this fund-
raising event. 

He said they have great support from 
local suppliers, incuding eggs donated 
through the Egg Marketing Board from 
Duffins, a local egg producer, discount-
ed prices from Gerber Meats, and sup-
plies from Real Canadian Superstore on 
Oxford Street in London – the manager 
has a local connection to the communi-
ty. Johnston also mentioned there are 

some children’s activities with the new 
inflatable Fire Safety Education House 
for the children to explore at this year’s 
event. 

“Over the years we greatly appreciate 
the support of the community who at-
tend our breakfast at the Thorndale 
Station,” Johnston stated, “so we hope 
we have another great attendance on 
Sunday, May 26, 8 a.m. to noon for this 
year’s breakfast with the proceeds going 
to Muscular Dystrophy Canada.”

By Nancy Abra

Many residents of the community look forward 
to the Thorndale Horticultural Society’s annual 
plant sale each May, when society members and 
friends share some of their perennial plants. 

Even though it was a rather chilly and soggy 
morning last Saturday, May 11, people came 
out to support the Horticultural Society and the 
plant sale was deemed successful despite the 
weather. These funds will go towards purchas-
ing annuals for the concrete planters that are 

located throughout the town of Thorndale and 
help revamp the Memorial Rose Garden on King 
Street this year.

The Thorndale Horticultural Society has anoth-
er fundraiser event, Green Thumb Garden Tour, 
which is scheduled for Sunday, June 23. Adult 
passports for the tour of local private gardens 
are $10 each and children aged 12 and under are 
free when accompanied by an adult. Passports 
are available from society members and on the 
day of the garden tour at the cenotaph. 

By Nancy Abra

BGC London (formerly Boys & 
Girls Club of London) has been 
a cornerstone of empowerment 
and engagement for the youth 
of Thorndale and community for 
almost a decade now. Last sum-
mer, they embarked on a new en-
deavor, introducing an afternoon 
youth skills program to comple-
ment the popular Next Level 
Sports basketball and volleyball 
program, which was met with re-
sounding success. Building upon 
this success, they have further 
refined their Skills Academy pro-
gram and expanded their sports 
leagues, eagerly anticipating the 
return of last summer's partic-
ipants with the addition of new 
youth participants.

The Skills Academy offers a di-
verse array of activities, includ-
ing Soccer Baseball, Flag Foot-
ball, Cooking & Baking, and Sur-
vivor-themed challenges. These 
programs are specifically tailored 
for upper elementary school stu-
dents, with the aim to ignite ex-

citement and engagement. This 
program is scheduled for later 
in the day, which allows partici-
pants to relish a leisurely morn-
ing routine during their summer 
break.

This summer, the basketball and 
volleyball program will begin 
in early July and span 8 weeks, 
concluding in a final showcase 
where youth can proudly rep-
resent their community team 
and compete against teams from 
neighboring rural communities.

BGC London is dedicated to en-
couraging youth to seize the sum-
mer as an opportunity to acquire 
new skills, forge new friendships, 
and embrace outdoor activities 
away from electronic devices. 
Their commitment extends to 
Thorndale this summer, as they 
eagerly anticipate bringing their 
enriching programs to the com-
munity. Detailed information and 
to register for these programs 
can be found on their website at 
https://www.bgclondon.ca/rural

Upcoming Firefighters Community Breakfast for 
Muscular Dystrophy

Thorndale Horticultural Society 
plant sale deemed successful

Youth Summer Program 
in Thorndale

Pictured from left are Thorndale Horticultural Society members Carolyn Noble, Elaine Wein (with red 
umbrella) Melanie Gilchrist, Elaine Clays, AnneMarie Holstelle and MaryLou Bontje at the society’s 
annual plant sale May 11. Photo by Nancy Abra

Lawn 
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starting at 
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By VJ Knutson

The twins, Yehor and Kiril, turned 6 
on May 1st. “Kiril wants to invite his 
whole class,” their mom told me lead-
ing up to the big day. She just shook 
her head. How quickly the boys have 
adapted to Canadian life.

Ric and I dropped by after dinner to 
find a backyard full of children and 
many adults mulling about a full table 
of food. The best part for us was the 
hugs we received on arrival and the 
chance to catch up with each family.

There have been several other birth-
days this month. Demian Shysh-
kivskyi turned 9 on May 10th, and 
his father, Ruslan adds a year on May 
16th – two years from the date they 
first arrived on our doorstep.

The most exciting milestones to wit-
ness, of course, are the first-year 
birthdays of the three Canadian 
Ukrainians born last Spring. Now 
toddlers, these little beings will nev-
er know the horror of war – at least 
that’s what we all pray for.

It is remarkable to see how quickly 
children pick up a new language. One 
mother remarked that her daughter 
speaks 90% English now. Another told 
me that she struggles to understand 
her child when he speaks English, as 
her skills are lagging behind. It’s an 
interesting dilemma, and one that 
raises other concerns. As much as 
Ukrainians want to become Canadian 
and build lives here, they also do not 
want to lose their culture.

In response to this concern, we are 

currently talking about setting up 
a Ukrainian Sunday School, where 
children can learn their native tongue 
and be schooled in traditions and his-
tory. As part of a multi-cultural fam-
ily, I can attest to the importance of 
remembering and acknowledging 
heritage. As I said, this is a work in 
progress.

April marked the end of our Saturday 
English classes with Ukrainian teach-

er, Tetiana Pipus. Thanks to the Ro-
tary Club of St Marys and the United 
Church for supporting this program.

Saturday classes are now being held 
in Stratford, with volunteer teach-
er Carol Leeming, a retired English 
teacher of 30 years. The focus of 
our class is to support those already 
studying English with an opportuni-
ty to practice conversation and fine-
tune grammar points. Student volun-

teers offer childcare, and tea, coffee 
and snacks are provided. We gather 
at the Falstaff Family Centre in Strat-
ford at 12:30 for social time, and the 
class itself runs 1:00 pm to 3:30.

Volunteer teachers, Barb Reinwald 
and Sonia Waind, continue to offer 
programs throughout the week in St 
Marys.

Free swims for newcomers will con-
tinue through the upcoming months. 
Sponsored by the Cook-Rees Memo-
rial Fund for Water Search and Safety, 
the swims take place on Sunday af-
ternoons. Registration is required as 
the available spots are limited to 60 
persons. Watch Facebook for more in-
formation or message me for the link.

Mark your calendars for June 28th as 
Studio Cirque, featuring our own Ali-
na, will be performing in Goderich, 
Ontario. More details to follow.

Lastly, there are three or four Ukrai-
nians in our community currently in 
need of work. As our friends seek in-
dependence, and an opportunity to 
give back, employment is essential. 
Backgrounds and levels of English 
vary, but if you know of any openings, 
or can help, let me know. Ukraini-
ans are hard-working and industri-
ous people. They just need a chance 
to prove themselves. Most are highly 
educated and all have a wealth of ex-
perience to offer.

Until next time.

(Reach me at english.knutson@gmail.
com)

HOSTING UKRAINE:  Celebrating milestones with Ukrainian newcomers

COLUMN

The twins turn 6. Contributed photo
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5 6
2 9 4
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4 1
7
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3 2 1 6 8 9 7 4 5

7 4 8 5 1 2 3 6 9

6 9 5 7 4 3 2 1 8

9 8 7 4 3 6 5 2 1

4 5 3 1 2 8 6 9 7
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5 3 9 2 6 1 8 7 4
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2 1 4 8 5 7 9 3 6
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Thursday, May 16, 2024 25St. Marys Independent

COLUMN

These luau-inspired skewers 
are perfect for a long week-
end party. They can be made 
vegetarian by omitting regu-
lar hotdogs in favour of meat-
less hot dogs and substituting 
Worcestershire for addition-
al soy or tamari in the BBQ 
sauce. 

BBQ Hawaiian Hot Dog 
Skewers

Total Time: 25 minutes; 
Serves: 8

Canola Oil for brushing grill

8-10 Wooden Skewers soaked 
in water at least 30 minutes

1 package hot dogs of your 
choice, cut into thirds

Large green bell pepper, cut 
into 1-inch pieces

Pineapple, peeled, cored and 
cut into 1-inch pieces

Large red onion, cut into 
1-inch pieces

BBQ Sauce:

1/3 cup ketchup

1/3 cup brown sugar

¼ cup soy sauce

1 tbsp Worcestershire 

¼ cup pineapple juice

½ tsp garlic powder

1 tsp rice vinegar

Method:

- Soak 8-10 wooden skewers 
in water for at least 30 min-
utes.

- Combine ketchup, brown 
sugar, soy sauce, pineapple 
juice, Worcestershire (if us-
ing), garlic powder and rice 
vinegar in a small bowl. Set 
aside for brushing skewers.

- Heat grill to medium heat 
and brush grates with oil. 
Thread skewers with hot dog 
pieces, bell peppers, pineap-
ple and red onion alternating 
ingredients evenly.

- Grill skewers, flipping oc-
casionally until fully cooked, 
about 8-10 minutes. About 5 
minutes before skewers are 
finished, brush with BBQ 
sauce. 

- Serve with remaining BBQ 
sauce for dipping. 

Green Goddess Pasta Salad

Refreshing, full of flavour, 
healthy and sure to please a 
crowd. To make this vegan, 
just omit the shaved parme-
san at the end and if you have 
a gluten allergy, use gluten 
free pasta. 

Total Time: 57 minutes; 
Serves: 12

1 lb farfalle or other short 
pasta

10 oz frozen peas or fresh 
snap peas

1 head broccoli florets only, 
cut into 1-inch pieces. Save 
and freeze stems to make 
soup another day. 

1 lb asparagus, end removed 
and cut into 2-inch incre-
ments

1 ½ cup fresh basil leaves

1 cup fresh spinach leaves

1 cup parsley

15-20 chives

2 cloves garlic (it calls for one, 
but never use just one)

1 lemon, juiced 

2/3 cup extra-virgin olive oil

1 tsp sherry vinegar (or other 

light vinegar on hand)

1 tsp kosher salt

½ tsp ground pepper

¼ cup freshly shaved parme-
san, optional

Method:

- Cook the pasta according to 
instructions in salted water, 
drain. Rince pasta with cold 
water and drizzle with 1 tbsp 
olive oil.

- Boil and salt water in a me-
dium or large pot. Add peas 
to boiling water and cook ac-
cording to package instruc-
tions or just about floating; 
add broccoli and asparagus to 
blanche. Drain and rinse well 
with cold water.

- To make dressing, add all re-
maining dressing ingredients 
to a food processor saving 
about ½ cup olive oil. Pulse 
for about 15 seconds, then 
blend on low, slowly adding 
remaining olive oil which will 
emulsify the dressing. Con-
tinue to blend until your de-
sired consistency is reached 
(about 30-60 seconds). Taste 
and adjust (i.e. add more ol-
ive oil, lemon, salt, etc.). 

- In a large bowl, add pasta, 
vegetables and dressing, stir 

to combine. Add shaved par-
mesan here if you choose. 
Allow flavour to meld 30 min-
utes before serving. 

Rhubarb Custard Pie

This is my tried-and-true 
rhubarb custard pie recipe I 
make every year, often more 
than once as it’s requested a 
lot. I prefer making my own 
pastry but a store-bought pie 
pastry will speed up the pro-
cess and is nothing to scoff 
over.

3 cups rhubarb, cut

1 cup sugar

2 tbsp flour

½ cup light cream

2 eggs

¼ tsp salt

1 tsp vanilla extract

Method:

- Mix the cut rhubarb with ½ 
cup sugar and the flour. Put 
into an unbaked pie crust. 

- Mix together 2 beaten eggs, 
½ cup remaining sugar, salt, 
cream and vanilla. Pour over 
rhubarb. 

- Cover with top crust.

- Bake 15 minutes at 450° F, 
then 30 minutes at 350° F. 

WHAT'S FOR DINNER: May long weekend recipes

By Lauren Eedy

I was invited to a din-
ner recently where the 
host organization re-
ferred to their mission 
satement. They base 
all their decisions on 
that document, ask-
ing if their business 
choices reflect their 
core values. From that, 
I wondered if I should 
create a personal mis-
sion statement, so I 
reviewed noble state-
ments of purpose, in-
cluding Bible verses, 
to find what phras-

es would express my 
reason for being. It 
was worthwhile and I 
would encourage you 
to do the same.

That reflection led me 
to think about my life, 
my family, my commu-
nity and my past. It 
was then an easy step 
to reconsider the very 
popular poem entitled 
“Footsteps” written in 
1964 by Margaret Fish-
back Powers. Many 
of you will recall that 
“Footprints” is about 
someone looking back 
on their life as though 
it had been a jour-
ney on a sandy beach. 
Travelling through the 
years, footprints had 
been made and some-
times two sets of foot-
prints could be seen 
and sometimes only 
one.

At the end of my jour-

ney, I’ll look back and 
see three sets of foot-
prints: my wife’s, mine 
and a bigger set made 
by that same Special 
Friend from the poem. 
In our case, there were 
times when three sets 
of prints were visible, 
sometimes only two 
and during the hardest 
times, only one set of 
big prints. Sometimes I 
carried my wife, some-
times she carried me 
and sometimes when 
the journey was too 
hard for both of us, that 
Special Friend carried 
us both.

In thinking of words to 
express my own core 
values, I was drawn to 
think of our communi-
ty – you and your loved 
ones. We in St. Marys 
do a pretty good job 
of looking out for each 
other – our friends, 

the less fortunate, the 
stranger at the post 
office that we hold the 
door for. We can all do 
better though. Perhaps 
each of us should have 
a personal mission 
statement that codifies 
what we believe and 

guides our actions, so 
that in times of confu-
sion or lack of direc-
tion, it would keep us 
accountable and on the 
right path.

For me, it is “to act just-
ly, to love mercy and to 

walk humbly with our 
God.”

Dr. Bruce Andrews is a 
retired optometrist and 
member of the Worship 
and Membership Com-
mittee at the local Unit-
ed Church.

Mission statements, footprints and action plans

By Bruce Andrews
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

Nothing, it 

just waved!

What did the 

Pacific Ocean say to 

the Atlantic Ocean?

Ava Bage (10)

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 
appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Riddles
Why did the duck 

cross the road?

Because it thought 
it was a chicken. 

What did the hat 
say to the scarf?

"You can hang 
around. I'll just go 

on a head" 

Why did the 
bird go to the 
restaurant?

Because he 
wanted a tweet 

Where did the 
pencil go for 

vacation?

To Pennsylvania. 

If there was a 
spelling test, which 
animal would win?

The bee

Which one is faster, 

hot or cold?

Hot. You can catch 
cold

 What has a neck 
but can't swallow?

A bottle. 

What's it called 
when a snowman 

has a temper 
tantrum?

A meltdown

What do you get 
if you cross a cow 

and a camel?

A lumpy 
milkshake 

What's the 
difference between 

a dog and a flea?

A dog can have 
fleas, but a flea 
can't have dogs. 

Our Pet of the Week is Bailey, a 15 year old 
Yorkshire Terrier that just had his birthday 

on May 10th. He is loved dearly by his 
owners Scott, Amy, Camille, Everett and has 

taught them what loyalty means. He loves his 
routine, his sleep, getting outside as soon as 
he goes to the door and picking up his sister 

and brother from the bus.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK
Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is 
pleased to be the sponsor of the 

Fireworks Safety For Pets
While the experience of witnessing fireworks is magical 

to us, it can be very scary for our pets.

*Keep your pets secured INSIDE your home

*Give them a safe place to hide

*Use ambient noise to mask the loudness- Remember 
their hearing is far more sensitive than ours

*Update their ID's and microchips just in case they 
escape

Wishing everyone a safe and happy long weekend!

PET OF THE WEEK

 

 

 

 

 

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com

- Word Search -

Celebration

Birthday

Union Jack

Fireworks

Monarchy

Sparklers

Victoria

Sovereign

May Two Four

Statutory

End of winter

Planting time

Long weekend

VICTORIA DAY

Word List

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth
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Several times a year, I am in-
vited to speak to horticultur-
al societies or other garden 
groups. Usually, it’s because 
they had a series of very pro-
fessional gardeners who told 
them how to prune, plant, fer-
tilize and propagate plants, 
and they need a break from 
all the seriousness, so they 
ask a guy who has written a 
number of whimsical garden 
books to come and tell silly 
stories. That would be me.

I tell them stories about my 
own gardening misadventures 
– ask me about the woman in 
the garden pond sometime 
– and about great gardens I 
have visited around the world. 
Almost always, I talk about 
The Lost Gardens of Heligan. 

“How many of you have visit-
ed Heligan?” I ask. 

Most have not. 

“Go at once,” I insist. “Leave 
now in the middle of my talk, 
if you must.”

And while I am once again 
just being a bit silly, I actually 
mean it. The Lost Gardens of 
Heligan, in Cornwall, England, 
are one of the most intriguing 
destinations in the world, and 

not just for gardeners – there 
is so much here to fascinate 
any traveller, even dedicat-
ed non-gardeners. It gets me 
every time, and I have been 
to Heligan on multiple occa-
sions.

Of course, it doesn’t hurt that 
Heligan is in the heart of one 
of my favourite destinations 
anywhere. Cornwall is mag-
ical, largely unspoiled, very 
non-urban and steeped in 
history.

And you will find a unique 
perspective on that history at 
Heligan. As I did, yet again, 
when I led a group on a tour 
of southern England last year 
at this time.

The Heligan story is amaz-
ing, and very well told in Tim 
Smit’s book, The Lost Gardens 
of Heligan. 

Once upon a time, Heligan was 
one of the great English gar-
dens. At its heart was an enor-
mous Victorian walled garden, 
replete with vegetables and 
flowering plants. There were 
walks through towering rho-
dodendron trees, a sub-trop-
ical “jungle” garden with tree 
ferns, grottos, streams, glass 
houses (the English term 
for greenhouses) filled with 
tropical plants including pro-
ductive banana trees and an 
amazing pineapple pit.

There was also an army of 
gardeners and support staff, 
all working to keep this as-
tonishing garden in tip-top 
shape. 

And then came World War I. 
The gardeners went off to 
war and most did not return. 
In the words of Smit, “The 

Tremaynes (the garden’s 
owners), losing heart in their 
great creation, moved out and 
the gardens began their slow 
but inevitable journey into 
sleep.”

And so they remained for 70 
years until 1990. That’s when 
Smit and some colleagues 
hacked their way into what 
had become an almost im-
penetrable jungle, and fell in 
love. A certain horticultur-
al madness seized them and 
they became determined to 
restore this sprawling, utter-
ly neglected estate. An almost 
unimaginable task – but they 
did it.

I first visited Heligan in the 
early 1990s when it was very 
much a work in progress. I 
was there again in 1997, the 
same year things had moved 
along far enough for Smit to 
write his book. 

Those visits were fascinating, 
but now it’s even better. Today, 
visitors get to see the amazing 
fruits (literally) of the labours 
of this army of dedicated vol-
unteers and staff members, 
who have restored one of the 
wonders of the gardening 
world to the height of its maj-
esty.

If you take a tour of Heligan, 
you will learn of the incredible 
archaeological work done that 
produced evidence of original 
design and plantings. You will 
hear of amazing artifacts, un-
earthed quite by accident, that 
gave more information about 
the earlier days of Heligan.

But most importantly, you will 
revel and relax in the sheer 
beauty of the place. I admit 

that the walled garden is the 
most educationally interest-
ing from a horticultural point 
of view, but my favourite ac-
tivity is to wander among 
the enormous rhododendron 
trees when they are in full, 
spring-time flower. It is, to 
steal one of my favourite Brit-
ish phrases, gobsmacking.

The site is huge. The main 
area – the walled, productive 
(vegetable) garden, the beau-
tiful Flora’s Green with its 
handkerchief tree, the flower 
garden and the special areas 
like the Italian garden – can 
make for a wonderful after-
noon even if you don’t venture 
further afield to delights like 
the newly created rare breeds 
farm or the jungle. But do 
plan for a day here and make 
the hike down to the jungle to 
explore this utterly different 
take on landscape gardening. 
There is nothing else like it.

Heligan is very close to the 
coastal village of Mevagissey 
and other beautiful spots on 
the south coast and interior of 
Cornwall, so it’s easy to spend 
several days here. And it’s only 
25 minutes from Tim Smit’s 
second astonishing venture, 
the Eden Project, a series of 
giant geodesic domes housing 
a tropical rainforest, a desert 
environment and more.

I like the Eden Project, but I 
absolutely love The Lost Gar-
dens of Heligan, and I am to-
tally confident that you will, 
too.

You might even find yourself 
becoming a gardener, after all.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and President of 
the Travel Media Association of 
Canada. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking 
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net. 

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: The magic of The Lost Gardens of Heligan

By Paul Knowles

One of Heligan's permanent residents – a cheeky English robin. 
Photos by Paul Knowles

The unique "Jungle". The formal Italian garden.
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ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR
 EXETER CHAPTER #222

BBQ HALF CHICKEN DINNER

For tickets call:
Sandra Hern - 519-229-6947
C. McRoberts - 519-236-4134

SAT. MAY 25, 2024
Prepared by Pineridge Barbeque Co.

Served by Exeter Eastern Star Members
Includes: homemade potato salad, creamy coleslaw, Pineridge baked 

beans, roll & butter, Jumbo Soft Cookies

TAKE OUT ONLY - $25 PER MEAL | ADVANCE TICKETS ONLY
Pick- Up Time: 4-6 pm

 Exeter Masonic Hall, 248 McConnell St. , Exeter, ON

SPONSORED BY:
McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St E
Founding and Forever partner of 

Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the 
Stonetown Crier on Page 5
St. Marys Public Library events – See Page 29
Friday, May 17
- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog/sausage 
lunch at Noon
- A.N.A.F. meat draw  – 6 p.m.
Saturday, May 18
- St. Marys Farmers Market at Milt Dunnell 
Field – 8 a.m. to Noon
- Garage sale at 6 Meadowridge Court – 8 a.m. 
to Noon
- Jocey Asnong book signing at Betty’s 
Bookshelf – 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 p.m.
Tuesday, May 21
- Community Dinner at the St. Marys United 
Church – 5 p.m., Sponsored by the Salvation 
Army

THE WEEK AHEADTHE WEEK AHEAD

Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys
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OBITUARY

Nutt
Carol D. Nutt (Rieck) at age 
83 on May 8, 2024 at Tillson-
burg General Hospital. 
Predeceased by husband 
Arthur Nutt, parents Eliane 
(Voegtle) Peer and father 
Adolph Rieck, and son Peter 
Nutt. Survived by children 
Dorothy (Doug) Cooper of Till-
sonburg, Arthur (Ruth) Nutt of 

Stratford, Douglas (Kim) Nutt of Embro, Nancy (Rick) 
Wall of Stratford, Donald (Angie) Nutt of Stratford, 
Carl Coutch of Stratford, nine grandchildren and 15 
great-grandchildren. Also predeceased by her sister 
Doris Schafer and special friend Wilfred Coutch. 
The funeral service was conducted at the Andrew L. 
Hodges Funeral Home on May 13, 2024. Burial took 
place in St. Marys Cemetery. Memorial donations may 
be made to the Alzheimer Society. Online condolenc-
es at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

OBITUARY

McEwen
May 17, 1959 to April 27, 2024
Patricia Ann “Patti” McEwen, 
age 64 of Calgary, Alberta 
passed away on April 27, 
2024. She was the chosen 
daughter of the late Keith 
and Ruby (Marple) McEwen 
of Stratford, Ontario. Patti 
attended schools in Stratford 
and was a graduate of the 

Stratford Central Secondary School. She is survived 
by her son Michael Keith, whom she loved uncondi-
tionally; sister-in-law Shirley; nieces, nephews, cous-
ins, and their families. Besides her parents, Patti was 
predeceased by her brother Lorrie Douglas (2008).
In keeping with Patti’s wishes, cremation has taken 
place. Burial in the Avondale Cemetery, Stratford, On-
tario will take place at a later date.
Donations may be made to a charity of your choice.

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

Glanville
David Leslie Glanville, who 
passed away on January 17, 
2024 at the age of 67, will 
have A Celebration of Life 
open house at Kin Station, 
555 Binning Street West, Li-
stowel on May 25, 2024 from 
1 - 4 pm with Words of Re-

membrance at 2 pm. Arrangements with the Andrew 
L. Hodges Funeral Home, 519-284-2820. Online con-
dolences at www.hodgesfuenralhome.ca. 

OBITUARY

Harrett
Sheila Patricia, 82 of Stratford ON passed away at 
Stratford General Hospital on May 4, 2024, after a 
long battle with C.O.P.D.
She was born to the late Herson (Mike) and Kathleen 
(Kay) Iredale, Jan 2, 1942, in St. Marys ON. 
She is survived by two daughters, Sandy Iredale 
(Stratford) and Sherry Schmidtpeter (Ottawa); 8 
grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren. Sheila was 
predeceased by her husband Robert (Bob) Harrett, 
her son John MacLean and her infant grandson Quin-
ton Hauschildt.
Sheila worked for many years at Campbell’s Soup in 
St. Marys ON then at Cooper Standard in Stratford 
ON and often regaled family and friends with humor-
ous stories from her working career. In her later years 
she took up painting and playing the Bodhran. She 
enjoyed playing cards and games with her friends 
at Woodland Towers, winning at Bingo so often that 
when she missed a night, other players liked to have 
the chance to win! 
A Celebration of Life for friends and family will be held 
from 2:00 – 4:00 pm on Saturday, June 29, 2024, in 
the Griffith Auditorium at Spruce Lodge, 639 West 
Gore St, Stratford Ontario. 
In lieu of flowers, please donate in Sheila’s memory to 
either Optimism Place, Women's Shelter and Support 
Services, 270 Freeland Dr, Stratford, ON N4Z 1G8 
or Family Services Perth-Huron, 142 Waterloo St S, 
Stratford ON N5A 4B4.
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SUBMIT YOUR MEMORIAM, 
THANK YOU, OBITUARY, OR 

ANNOUNCEMENT
Email us at info@stmarysindependent.com

or call 519-284-0041

St. Marys Independent

LOOKING
BACK

Wright ain’t right
By Amy Cubberley

25 years ago (1999)

Perth-Middlesex voters will have five candidates to 
choose from on election day in June. Incumbent Bert 
Johnson from the PC party will be joined on the bal-
lot by Liberal John Wilkinson, NDP Walter Vernon, Pat 
Bannon from the Family Coalition Party, and Rob Smink 
representing the Freedom Party.

A St. Marys Kinsmen Life Membership was awarded to 
25-year member Gord Shaughnessy during a special 
celebration on May 1. David Proudlove, Past Governor 
of District 1 Kinsmen Clubs, presented the award to the 
proud recipient.

Dan Murrell has helped the Maroons capture the 
Sutherland Cup. The 20-year-old Thorndale area native 
scored a key goal, helping Chatham Maroons defeat the 
Cullitons 6-3 and bring the City of Chatham its first ever 
James T. Sutherland Cup.

50 years ago (1974)

Bell Telephone technicians are now busy making chang-
es at the local switching building on Church Street 
North. Come late July, you will no longer need to tell the 
operator your number on long-distance calls.

Mrs. Shirley Knight of St. Marys has received approval 
from the Planning Board and Town Council for the es-
tablishment of a beauty shop and health spa in the train 
station on Queen Street East. Waiting room and wash-
room facilities will be kept for railway passenger use.

Recreation Directory Len Love tells us a Provincial gov-
ernment grant of $1,000 has been received under the 
“Youth in Action” fund legislation. The money will be 
used in connection with developments at the St. Marys 
Friendship Centre.

75 years ago (1949)

The contractors of the new St. Marys Memorial Hospital 
are preparing to start pouring the first concrete for the 
foundations of the building. 

Some Blanshard farmers are finding that there is a 
growing loss to their cattle herds owing to broken legs 
when animals are out in pasture. It is suggested that the 
breakage is due to some deficiency in the mineral con-
tent of the food that the animals eat.

The Parks Board has levelled the fill recently placed 
on the three vacant lots on Jones Street, West Ward, the 
park and playground area recently deeded to the town 
by Mr. Tom Watt.

100 years ago (1924)

Rev. W.R. McIntosh of King Street Presbyterian Church, 
London, is not in sympathy with those who condemn all 
the little fads to which women take. He believes they 
only add to the charm of feminine nature. No one would 
like a woman to remain always the same. It was partly 
in the little changes in style of dressing their hair and 
in their clothes that they developed. Bobbed hair and 
short skirts were clean and sensible, he said, and wom-
en should not be condemned for adopting them. Those 
who said that such styles were merely frivolous did not 
understand women.

His many friends in St. Marys learned with regret 
during the last week of the serious illness of Mr. William 
Wright, Peel Street South, who has taken ill with very 
little warning with what appears to be a nervous break-
down and has been in a serious condition ever since.

COLUMN

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

Come down to Gilly’s Pubhouse on Monday, May 27 
at 7 pm for our next Trivia Night! Come as a team 
(of up to four players) or link up with new friends 
as you join Rebecca for what is sure to be another 
night of brain-tickling excitement. Prizes are up for 
grabs for the winning team, but fun is guaranteed 
for all. No registration is required to play, but book-
ing ahead with Gilly’s is recommended to secure 
your spot. Game on!

This Week’s Recommendation 

Facts about famous books can make for great triv-
ia questions. For example: what is the name of the 
woman Winston Smith becomes entangled with in 
George Orwell’s “1984”? The answer is Julia, and 
you can hear her side of the story in Sandra New-
man’s riveting retelling of the dystopian classic. 
“Julia” is a provocative exploration of a woman’s 
experience in London under the tumultuous rule 
of Big Brother. You will be on the edge of your seat 
following Julia as she navigates the complex reali-
ties of the Ministry of Truth, the Thought Police, the 
Junior Anti-Sex League, and more. You can find “Ju-
lia” both in hard copy and on Libby. Please note that 
this novel is explicit and only intended for adult 
audiences.

Up This Week

Friday, May 17: Open 10:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday, May 18: Dungeons and Dragons (10:30 
a.m.)

Monday, May 20: CLOSED

Tuesday, May 21: Writing Club* – Ages 10-17 (6-7 
p.m.), Writing Club* – Ages 18+ (7-8 p.m.)

Wednesday, May 22: EarlyON Play and Read (9:30-
10:30a.m.), Mahjong Intro (1-2 p.m., 6-6:30 p.m.), 
Mahjong! (2-4 p.m., 6:30-8 p.m.), Scrabble (6-8 
p.m.)

Thursday, May 23rd: Open 10:30 a.m.-8 p.m.

Straight from the Shelves

Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later 
appointment times three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

Baking ✶ Produce ✶ Breakfast 
Preserves ✶ Youth boothsThe St. Marys Farmers’ Market

Indoor market at Pyramid Centre
Saturday, March 30 ~ 8 am to noon 

 
 

Connect with us for updates!
Thank you to 2024 sponsor National Farmers Union, Perth/Oxford Local

Local rhubarb and asparagus 
are in season! 

Saturday, May 18
8 a.m. to noon
Milt Dunnell Field “The Flats”

Remember that time when Amazon 
sponsored your church fundraiser?

Remember when Facebook bought a case of 
Girl Guide cookies to support your daughter?

Remember when Google provided free pizza 
to your child’s soccer team when they won the 
championship?

Neither do we!
Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.

They need our support, now more than ever.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada
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163 Queen St. E
 OFFICE: 519-284-4646 ▲ peakselectrealty@gmail.com

Sue Fowler  519-272-6961 - Broker/Manager
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Cathie Szmon  519-272-6019 - Broker of Record
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Kristine Tanner 519-274-4098 - Broker

info@BearEpoxy.ca @bear.epoxy

Indoor and outdoor epoxy 
& polyaspartic coatings

Coval sealing

Get a FREE quote!
226-338-3204

BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICAL

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTIONDISPOSAL
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

BIN RENTAL OR FULL JUNK REMOVAL

519-284-2221
www.diamonddisposal.ca
info@diamonddisposal.ca

PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations

MORTGAGE

SENIORS

CLEANING

SPA

BUYING

CLEANING

TREE SERVICE

TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT
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SEAMSTRESS
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INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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MUSIC

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!
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LIST WITH CHRIS!

Hiller Realty Brokerage
100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101

Chris Evans, Broker

listwithchris@wightman.ca

5875 Line 26, Fullarton, On N0K 1H0

519-949-3107
Construction Management

General Contracting

info@jandjconst.com 
www.jandjconst.com

Jonathan 
& James 

Construction Inc.

JOEL’S TREE SERVICE

www.joelstreeservice.com

Trimming, Removals, Stumps, 
Fertilizing

519-272-5742

www.boscocleaningservices.ca
519-697-2376 | 519-694-2079

• Mobile Auto Detailing
• Residential Cleaning
• Commercial Cleaning

ECRA/ESA# 7016671

GREAT SERVICE 
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
Full Service Electrical Solutions 

226-921-1739
info@hugheselectricalsolutions.com
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HELP WANTEDCLASSIFIED ADS
Wanted
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs.  Jazz, Blues, 
Rock, Pop, Fold, Soundtracks, and more.  Selectively buying 
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment.  For more 
information:  Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 
226-972-5750

CLASSIFIED ADS

Wanted
A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes. 
Phone 519-284-3774

Wanted to buy
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko 
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.
Are you downsizing or need an estate clean out?  We can help.
Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

Wanted
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles.
Coca Cola, Pepsi or any pop company.
Brewery items - Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc.
Old radios and gramophones, wristwatches, pocket watches, 
old fruit jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans and 
signs - Red Indian, Supertest etc. Any small furniture. 
If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact me - 
519-570-6920.

Trees
Shade trees, Fruit trees, Apple, Pears, Peaches, Plums, 
Sweet and Sour Cherries, Apricot, Nectarines, Blueberry, 
Haskopp, Black Chokeberry, Grapes etc. 
Lots of Spruce, Pine, Cedars for windbreaks and privacy 
hedges, Sizes 1 to 6+.
Flowering shrubs and much more.
Come check us out Mon-Sat 7:00am - 6:00pm
Martin's Nursery 42661 Orangehill Road
Wroxeter (1 concession north of Wroxeter on Belmore Line)

For Sale
Trailer - 500lb utility dump cart, with release petal, hardly used 
3 years old. Call 519-284-4068
Also looking for easy to use small carpet cleaner

For Sale
2 burial plots with deed, 2 vaults, gold cross certificate & me-
morial bronze marker located in Forest Lawn London. Today’s 
prices $13,000 - $15,000. Priced at $6,000.00. for quick sale.
Please leave message 519-453-4917.

QUIZ ANSWERS

1. 1986

2. Queen 
Elizabeth II

3. Belgium

4. Lithium

5. The knight

6. Iris

7. Five

8. Liver 
disease

9. Quebec

10. Deciduous

Sudoku

Id: 100086

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 23

3 1 4
5 2 9

6 8
7 3 5 2

5 6
2 9 4

3 9 2
4 1
7

Solution
3 2 1 6 8 9 7 4 5

7 4 8 5 1 2 3 6 9

6 9 5 7 4 3 2 1 8

9 8 7 4 3 6 5 2 1

4 5 3 1 2 8 6 9 7

1 6 2 9 7 5 4 8 3

5 3 9 2 6 1 8 7 4

8 7 6 3 9 4 1 5 2

2 1 4 8 5 7 9 3 6

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

Local Lawn Cutting
Prefer larger lawns. Insured, reliable service, fair prices.
Call 519-933-8636

THANK YOU

Lackie
To the congregation of St Marys Presbyterian 
Church.
Though we have only been with you a short time, 
we cannot express widely enough our thanks for 
your warm welcome, your assistance in unloading 
the truck, and your care and concern conveyed 
through cards, calls and so many other things.
We are also grateful for the genuine and generous 
welcome shown to us by businesses, neighbours 
and so many random, friendly faces who have 
combined to make our move to St Marys such a 
lovely experience.
Thanks you all.
(The Rev’d) Jeff and Lea Lackie

THANK YOU

Craig
My sincere thanks to friends, neighbours, family for 
the cards, phone calls, flowers and gifts.  Especially 
for the 30 bags of donations to The Salvation Army 
Community Food Bank of St Marys. 
Kudos to Lexi and her helpers for pulling it all to-
gether, much appreciated.
I am very lucky, an 80 year old mom, grandma and 
great grandmother.
Flo

IN MEMORIAM

Rudd
In Loving memory of

Donald Earnest Rudd March 8, 2010
Marion Lou Rudd May 15, 2021

I hold you close in memory even though we are apart,
Your spirit will live forever within my heart.
My heart still aches in sadness and secret tears still flow,
For what it meant to lose you both, no one will ever know.
In heaven we shall meet again where farewell is never 
spoken.
We shall clasp each other hand and hand,
And the clasp shall never be broken.

Your loving daughter
Bonnie Lynn

IN MEMORIAM

Pratt
In loving memory of Verna Pratt May 19th, 2020

Those we love don't go away,
They walk beside us every day.

Love your kids Gerry, Brenda, Tony and families

HAPPY VALLEY FAMILY HEALTH TEAM
The Happy Valley Family Health Team is a dynamic team of 
professionals including 11 Family Physicians, Dietitian, 
Pharmacist, Mental Health Workers, Addictions Counsellor, 
Nurses, Nurse Practitioners and administrative support.

We currently have an opening for:

FULL-TIME PATIENT FLOW 
COORDINATOR

The Patient Flow Coordinator will be responsible for 
calling patients from the waiting room to the exam room, 
collecting and documenting height, weight, temperature 
and blood pressure in the Electronic Medical Record as 
required. Will also include administrative duties as 
assigned.  The Patient Flow Coordinator must be able to 
communicate and work e�ectively on a multidisciplinary 
team.  The Happy Valley Family Health Team has a 
mandatory vaccine policy.

Please forward resume by May 27th 2024 to:

Happy Valley Family Health Team

Attention: Kimberly Lang, Executive Director

268 Maiden Lane

P.O. Box 1120

St. Marys, ON

N4X 1B7

stmmc@stmmc.ca
Thank you to all applicants who apply.

Only applicants selected for an interview will be contacted.

The Happy Valley Family Health Team welcomes and encourages applications 
from people with disabilities.  Accommodations are available on request for 

candidates taking part in all aspects of the selection process.

May 18 8 am - 12 pm
GARAGE SALE

6 Meadowridge Court
Hand made cutting boards and boxes, lots 
of dog items including crates, sports and   

camping equipment

CORRECTION: An error was printed 
on page 9 of the May 9 edition of the St. Marys Inde-
pendent in the story, Savour and Sip Trail features 
six St. Marys businesses. In the story, one of the busi-
nesses was identified as The Wine Shop when it is 
actually called The Wine Lab. We regret any confusion 
this may have caused.
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R O M E  A N D  A M A L F I  C O A S T
M A Y  1 6  -  2 5 ,  2 0 2 5

FROM THE LEGENDARY COLOSSEUM IN ROME TO THE ROCKY CLIFFS OF THE AMALFI COAST, TAKE IN THE BEST OF SOUTHERN ITALY. BOOK NOW!


