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RIVER YALLEY
N4

Tubing Hills are still
open with 4ft base on
each hill! We will be
open for March Break
from 10am - 3pm daily
(weather permitting).
Golf course opening

Book online at
www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

HOW DOES
KARATE
BENEFIT ?
SMALL -
COMMUNITIES

Fosters Discipline and Respect
Karate emphasizes discipline, respect,
and humility - contributing to a more
cohesive and respectful community
environment.

Promotes Cultural Appreciation
It's a rich cultural tradition - by offering
karate in our community, we celebrate

and promote cultural diversity and
appreciation.

Provides Positive Role Models
Karate instructors serve as positive role
models for our community, imparting
valuable life lessons and inspiring others
to strive for excellence

Creates a Sense of Belonging
The dojo becomes a supportive
community hub where individuals can
connect with like-minded peers and forge
lasting friendships.

Book Your Free Trial Class

Lincs one win away from
second round

The St. Marys Lincolns won the first three games of their first-round playoff series
against the Sarnia Legionnaires and have a chance to sweep the series this Thurs-
day in Sarnia. The Lincs have outscored Sarnia 25-2 in the first three games, includ-
ing an 11-0 thrashing this past Monday in which the Lincs set several all-time team
records. Read more on pg. 14. Photo by McGinny Photography

St. Marys councillors considering
addition of new housing incentives
to community improvement plan

By Galen Simmons

As part of its Opening Doors to At-
tainable Housing strategy, the Town of
St. Marys is proposing new financial
incentives aimed at increasing the lo-
cal attainable and affordable housing
supply as part of a housing-focused
community improvement plan.

At a recent St. Marys strategic prior-

COLDWELL BANKER

ities committee meeting focused en-
tirely around updates on the town'’s
strategy to increase the local hous-
ing supply, town planner Mark Stone
and director of building and plan-
ning Grant Brouwer took councillors
through proposed changes to the
town’s 2021 community improvement
plan, including a separate, draft com-

Continued on page 11

St. Marys
Friendship Centre
hosts International
Women's Day event

By Wendy Lamond

On March 7, the Friendship Centre held its annual
International Women's Day event with more than
200 people in attendance to listen to three guest
speakers.

Pauline White, senior services wellness coordina-
tor with the town, welcomed the crowd with an ac-
knowledgment and thank-you to those who came
before us, as well as remembrance to the late Shei-
la Greason by recognizing all her volunteer work.

The first speaker of the day was Frances Taylor.
Taylor is a registered nurse and has been a group
leader for the seniors’ mental health team for over
five years. She talked to the crowd about aging,
mental health and wellness.

In Canada, one in five are living with mental illness
or dementia. Depression and anxiety are most com-
mon in older adults, especially in women, however
they tend to use the services available more often
than men.

Taylor’s message to the group was to discuss pos-
itive ways to live with mental-health issues such
as managing diet, taking appropriately prescribed
medication, exercising, and viewing mental health
as a balance of overall wellbeing.

The second speaker of the day was Jenn Parsons,
the food logistics manager from the Local Commu-
nity Food Centre in Stratford. Parsons discussed
the importance of International Women'’s Day and
gave the group a reminder there are many women
in the world whose voices are not being heard.

She also discussed the importance of tackling the

Continued on page 2

Julien Polidoro
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Friendship Centre hosts International Women’s Day event

Continued from page 1

root causes of food insecurity such as
poverty, exclusion and injustice. The
Local Community Food Centre has
many programs for residents of Perth
County. Some of those programs in-
clude the Boost Your Brain Brunch
with the Alzheimer Society of Perth
County, a community connections
program that links people to other
needed support groups, and programs
geared toward Indigenous residents.

The Local also host kitchen-skills pro-
gramming for families and children
and provide free menstrual products
at various locations across the coun-
ty. On the first and third Thursday of
the month, the local hosts its Nourish
Market at the United Church in St.
Marys.

Single moms tend to be the most vul-
nerable when it comes to food securi-
ty. Parsons remembers a mom coming
in to participate in a kitchen-skills
class and was so happy to be provided
vegetables as she didn't usually have
the chance to have any herself so she
could feed her children.

The centre promotes food as a basic
human right and works toward allevi-
ating poverty through low-cost mar-
kets, community building and com-
munity meals.

The final keynote speaker was Anne
Innes. Innes was a delegate for the
ACWW (Associated Country Women
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On Friday, March 8 over 200 women of all ages from St. Marys and surrounding districts attended the celebration at the Pyr-

amid Center. Nancy Bickell photo

of the World) and attended the Inter-
national Women’s Day 2022 event at
the United Nations in New York. This
was a dream come true for Innes who
said it was incredible to see women
and men of all races and dress hud-
dled together in deep conversation.

The purpose of the United Nations
is to keep peace around the world,
improve poverty, create friendly re-
lations, end hunger and promote re-
spect for everyone’s rights and free-
doms.

One of the first things that caught
Innes’ eye was the 193 flags of all the
members of the UN. The building it-
self is very high security and getting
a grounds pass was as precious as a
passport. Some women had literally
risked their lives to attend the event

www.queenstreetdentistry.ca

$199 NEW PATIENT
PROMO!

Inclusive of complete oral
exam, full set of x-rays, and
cleaning.
Valued at $480+!

QUEEN STREET | (524) 289 1999

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS & EMERGENCIES!

GET BRIGHTER,
MORE CONFIDENT

BOOK AN APPOINTMENT

r

153 Quieen St. E., 5t. Marys, ON

SMILES!

Zoom Whitening for only
$299!

DIRECT INSURANCE BILLING | FLEXIBLE PAYMENT PLANS
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so their voices could be heard.

Innes was able to see what most of
the chambers in the building looked
like. There are translation booths and
six different languages that can be
heard through the headphones. They
are instructed not to take pictures of
other delegates and not to have their
pictures taken for security reasons.

Most of the topics discussed involved
gender inequality and gender vi-
olence. Innes learned 83 per cent
of women have a cell phone, 58 per
cent have access to the internet and
38 per cent have experienced online
violence, but many more will never
report it. There are still three billion
women not online because of lack of
access. In some countries, women are
not allowed to have a bank account
and in one country the government
will give a prize to any parents that

P N
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put their girls in school.

Another topic discussed by the
Ukrainian delegation at last year’s UN
event was the number of landmines
that remain from past conflicts in 60
countries and injure or kill innocent
women and children. There was a
Ukrainian mother who shared that
she tapes a coin to her son’s shoe be-
fore he leaves for school so, if there
is an explosion, she will know if he
triggered it.

Women's rights have come a long way
however there is still so much that
needs to be done. Though all three
speakers touched on varying messag-
es, all are important topics that affect
everyone. International Women'’s Day
is a great time to view all we have ac-
complished and what we can do to
help each other.

Unit 1,60 Water Street South
St. Marys, ON.

ph: 519.284.4448
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Secret Marathon 3K run hosted by GC Boyle Law Firm
returned to St. Marys March 8

St. Marys Independent staff

In 2019, Gwendolen Boyle of
GC Boyle Law Firm brought the
Secret Marathon 3K run to St.
Marys for the first time.

On March 8, GC Boyle Law Firm
hosted the fourth-annual Secret
Marathon 3K run. Covid did not
allow for the run in 2020 and
2021, but it was back again this
year with 11 participants run-
ning or walking through the
light rain and full of enthusi-
asm.

The Secret Marathon is a move-
ment inspired by Zainab, the
first Afghan woman to run a
marathon in Afghanistan to pro-
test the country’s unjust gender
norms. This led running legend
Martin Parnell to steadfastly
support Zainab and her cause,
vowing to run the Marathon of
Afghanistan the following year.

He partnered with filmmaker
and marathoner Kate McKenzie
to train and run the marathon

in secret for fear of making the
marathon a target of terrorism.
The whole story can be found in
The Secret Marathon, a book by
Parnell, as well as the documen-
tary of the same name. For more
information on the Secret Mar-
athon, go to thesecretmarathon.
com.

After participants returned to
GC Boyle Law Firm, they were
met with snacks, water and of
course Gwendolen Boyle. Con-
versations between friends,
colleagues and the staff of GC
Boyle Law Firm were full of
laughter. The Secret Marathon
will be back again next year, and
it is hoped more runners will be
in attendance for this fun and
free event.

Thanks to those who attended:
Marg Howorth, Piper Banks,
Maggie Banks, Jacqui Banks,
David Banks, Paula Muxlow,
Mandy Verge, Cheryl Firby, An-
drea Slade, Anna Doupe and
Harmanpreet Kaur.

St. Marys and area runners participated in the Secret Marathan 3K run hosted by GC Boyle Law
Firm March 8. Contributed photo
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Spring has sprung and
the weather is turning

By Wendy Lamond
Spring is on the horizon. Or is it?

One day the temperature is warm
and the next there is a cold front
moving in. For those who suffer
from weather-pressure headaches,
this is not a fun time. It does make
it better seeing the buds coming up
out of the ground and the robins
returning, however, if we are con-
fused with the weird weather, just
imagine what the plants and ani-
mals are experiencing.

I have to say, though, I am feeling
for our fellow Canadians out east
who have had a terrible winter.

Seeing pictures from out there
brings back memories of my child-
hood here and the snow we used to
get. I remember ripping my snow
pants as we slid off the roof of our
shed into the huge snowbanks.

We really haven't seen that kind of
winter here in quite a while.

"Weather" you love it or hate it,

this winter was a lot easier to get
around by foot or by car. The lack of
sunshine in December and January
were hard on those who go through
bouts of seasonal depression, but
the good news is we are officially
seven days away from Spring and,
because of daylight savings, it is
lighter later in the day.

Spring gives us so much to look for-
ward to with the dawning of new
life. It gets me thinking of birds and
flowers and being one step closer
to losing golf balls on the course. I
also love this time of year as peo-
ple emerge from their cocoons and
get out to enjoy the slightly warmer
weather.

Even after a mild winter like this
one, getting outside for some exer-
cise while sharing smiles with oth-
ers emerging from their winter hi-
bernation is a welcome change.

Spring is the season of new begin-
nings. Use the time the best way
you can.

We have 1 Bravo this week.

1) Thank you to the lovely gen-
tleman who paid for my groceries
(over $100) when I forgot my PIN.

We have no Boos this week.

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Overteard at the Coffee féqv

Proudly sponsored by: [144+ %ZEWJ

in St. Marys

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON + (519) 284-4555

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others?
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title
"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Quote of the Week

"I'd like to thank my terrible childhood and the Academy, in that
order. I'd like to thank my veterinarian — I meant wife — Susan
Downey over there. She found me a snarling rescue pet, and it
loved me back to life. And that's why I'm here. Thank you."

Robert Downey Jr. at the Oscars on Sunday after winning
Best Supporting Actor for his performance in Oppenheimer.
Downey Jr. lived years with drug and alcohol addiction.

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332
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Develop enough
courage to stand up
for yourself and then
you can stand up for
someone else.

Learning is
everything. When you
fall over it is teaching

you to stand up next
time.

Being able to admit
you are wrong is
important but so
is standing up for

yourself when you
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St. Marys Museum to
close March 27 to April
22 for renovations

By St. Marys Independent staff

The St. Marys Museum is getting a
makeover.

The exhibit spaces will be closed to
the public as of March 27 to accom-
modate minor renovations. Work is
expected to be completed and the ex-
hibit spaces reopened on April 22.

Staff will remain on site during the
closure to accommodate research
appointments in the archives and
answer telephone inquiries during
business hours (Monday to Friday, 9
a.m. to 4 p.m.). Researchers can pre-

book an appointment by contacting
the museum at 519-284-3556 or mu-
seum@town.stmarys.on.ca.

The seminar scheduled for April 8 at
7 p.m. will continue as planned at the
museum.

Updates about the reopening will
be provided through the Town of
St. Marys website (www.townofst-
marys.com/museum), the museum’s
Facebook (www.facebook.com/st-
marysmuseum) and the museum’s
voicemail (519-284-3556).

I Iit-;_'hing Post

she TREE PRICE LIST

Phone: 519-284-2360
www.thehitchingpost.ca

S p R I N G 2024 customerservice@thehitchingpost.ca

ipits) died. 3 ehitchingpost9
BAREROOT TRANSPLANTS Bundie of 10 oy il o
BLACK CEDAR 18” $9.15 ea
WHITE PINE 18” $9.85 ea
COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE 18” $8.65 ea
NORWAY SPRUCE 24” $11.00 ea
POTTED EVERGREENS Select Grade
BLACK CEDAR 307 $39.50 ea
WHITE PINE 30” $49.00 ea
COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE 18” $37.00 ea
NORWAY SPRUCE 24” $37.00 ea
BAREROOT DECIDUOUS
MORGAN RED MAPLE 7 $68.50 ea BROAD OVAL SHAPE. BRILLIANT RED IN FALL
AUTUMN FANTASY MAPLE 7 $55.00 ea GREEN FOLIAGE. TURNS RUBY RED IN FALL
PACIFIC SUNSET MAPLE 7 $62.00 ea BRILLIANT RED IN FALL
ROYAL RED MAPLE 7 $68.50 ea BLOOD RED LEAF (SPRINGTO FALL)
GLOBE MAPLE 6’ $75.00 ea COMPACT, 13FT MATURE, YELLOW IN FALL
SUGAR MAPLE 7 $63.50 ea BRILLIANT IN FALL— EXCELLENT FOR TAPPING
RED OAK 7 $69.50 ea BRIGHT RED IN FALL
WHITE OAK 7 $69.50 ea SHINY DARK LEAVES, ROUNDED LOBES
ROYAL GALA APPLE 7 $46.00 ea VERY GOOD EATING APPLE
MCINTOSH APPLE 7 $46.00 ea EXCELLENT TASTE. HARTY, CRISP
HONEY CRISP APPLE 7 $48.00 ea CRISPIN TEXTURE
CLAPPS PEAR 5 $45.50 ea FLAVOURFUL/ DISEASE RESISTANT
BARTLETT PEAR 5 $45.50 ea BRIGHT YELLOW WHEN RIPE. FLESH IS FIRM
AMERICAN SYCAMORE 7 $58.50 ea NATIVE RUGGED TREE, WHITE BARK
JACQUEMONTII BIRCH 7' $60.00 ea WHITEST BARK OF ALL BIRCH VARIETIES
BLUE BEECH 7' $77.50 ea MUSCLE LIKE RIDGES, GREY TRUNK

=The above trees are for orders only. No bare root trees will be available without ordering
+Potted trees and shrubs will be available throughout the spring and summer
«For larger orders of trees and shrubs, order early to ensure availability
*Something not here? Call us for price, availability and size

The Hitching Post

480 Queen St West, Box 670 St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4

519-284-2360

st.marys
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Step I. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
2. Click play on the online player

N

A

STONETOWN

CRIE

The latest municipal news
from the Town of St. Marys

EARLYON BEDTIME STORYTIME
Eurly March 25, 6 - 7 PM | Friendship Centre

N

Chikl and Family Cenira

BRONZE CROSS LIFEGUARD
TRAINING

Sundays, April 7 - May 5 | Pyramid Centre
Bronze Cross will help you level up your
skills and prepare you for a job as a
lifeguard. Register online for this five-week
course starting April 7.
townofstmarys.com/aquatics or 519-284-2160

Put your pajamas on, grab your favourtie
stuffy and join the EarlyON Centre for
stories and songs before bed!

townofstmarys.com/earlyon or 226-374-6544

COMMUNITY HOUSING CONSULTATION
March 20, 5 - 8 PM | Pyramid Centre

Join the Town of St. Marys and the City of
“}Stratford to learn about local efforts around
1 housing and homelessness. A free shuttle
to and from the event will be available.
Registration is not required.
townofstmarys.com/stonetownsupports

CAMP PRC

Registration is now open for the following
camps:

e March Break Camp (March 11 - 15)

e PA Day Camps

o Summer Camp (starting July 2)

e Specialty Summer Camps at the Quarry
townofstmarys.com/campprc or 519-284-2160

SHOWER PROGRAM
Thursdays, 9 AM -1 PM | Pyramid Centre

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private,
secure and accessible for individuals of
all abilities.

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

Contactus

519-284-2340
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca
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Senior of the Week

Irma turned 80 on Monday, March 11. She
was born in Chatham, Ont and grew up in
Wallaceburg until moving to St. Marys in 1975.
Irma was married to Bev for 53 years. They
have three children, seven grandchildren
and six great grandchildren. She worked
at Inovatech for 22 years. In her spare time
Irma loves reading, camping, fishing and
spending time with family and friends. Happy
birthday Irma.

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 or
info@stmarysindependent.com.

SPONSORED BY

1. What is the
maximum number of
golf clubs allowed in a
golf bag?

2. What is the name of
the longest river in the
USs?

3. What is the most
abundant gas in Earth'’s
atmosphere?

4. Who is known as the "Father of Modern
Philosophy"?

5. Who was the very first American Idol
winner?

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

6. How many railroads are there in Monopoly?
7. What is the world's most venomous snake?

8. What is the biggest and fastest roller coaster
in Canada?

9. How many degrees measures a semi-circle?

10. According to Chinese Zodiac, 2024 is the
year of what?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

COMMUNITY

Town of St. Marys seeking
feedback on municipal website

By St. Marys Independent staff

The Town of St. Marys wants to know what you think
of its website.

The municipality is running a survey from March
11-20 to gather feedback about users’ experiences
browsing www.townofstmarys.com.

The survey — which can be found at www.townofst-
marys.com/websurvey -- is part of a project to over-
haul the site. The goal is to make it easier for users
to find information about municipal programs, ser-
vices and events while also modernizing the site and
improving accessibility.

The survey includes questions about navigation, the
website’s search function, the types of information
users are seeking and the features that users like or
don't like. It also offers users the opportunity to pro-

vide general feedback and share examples of other
sites they enjoy.

The feedback gathered through the survey will help
determine the design, features and navigation of the
new site.

“We want this new site to reflect the needs and pref-
erences of our residents,” said St. Marys corporate
communications manager Brett O’'Reilly in a press
release. “The survey will ensure that the user expe-
rience remains top of mind as we work through this
exciting project.”

Everyone who participates in the survey will be
entered into a draw for a chance to win $50 in St.
Marys Money or a limited edition Stoney hat. Ques-
tions about the survey can be directed to O'Reilly
at 519-284-2340, ext. 432 or communications@town.
stmarys.on.ca.

St. Marys Train Station to be
closed March 19 and 20 for

painting

By St. Marys Independent staff

The St. Marys Train Station building will be closed
to the public on March 19 and March 20 for paint-
ing.

VIA operations will re-open for regular hours on

Proudly serving the community
for nearly 20 years!

Please contact Norraine Galloway,
Your water treatment specialist.
519.871.8069
Norraine.galloway@culliganwater.ca

March 21 from 10:15-11:15 a.m. and 8-9 p.m.

VIA Rail will continue to operate during the closure
and tickets can be purchased online at www.viarail.
ca or by calling 1-888-842-7245.

ASHTON TIRE

SERVICE LTD

*49.99

CONVENTIONAL OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Book your spring changeover.
Lube and Filter up to 5 litres for most passenger and light truck
vehicles. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

FREE TIRE STORAGE

FOR THE CHANGE OF SEASON WHEN CHANGED HERE

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

10% off on Rust Proofing. Spring 4 new tire rebates up to $100

519-284-3851

WWW.ASHTONTIREAUTO.CA - 830 QUEEN ST E., ST. MARYS
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Library hosting Service
Canada outreach events

By St. Marys Independent staff

On March 22, July 26 and Oct. 25, Ser-
vice Canada will be setting up shop in
the St. Marys Public Library.

The federal agency is running pop-up
events at the library to help connect
residents with services that are not
typically available in town.

Each event will run from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. at the library. An agent will be
available to help residents apply for
passports and social insurance num-
bers, EI benefits and leave, public
pensions, GST and HST credits, Ap-
prentice Incentive Grants, the Wage
Earner Protection Program and other
government benefit programs.

The pop-ups are open to all residents
and people from surrounding com-
munities. Appointments will not be
available. Services will be provided

on a first-come, first-served basis. At-
tendees will have an opportunity to
speak with the agent in a private, se-
cure space.

Library staff arranged the events with
Service Canada after seeing similar
pop-ups in neighbouring communi-
ties.

“We recognize that there are people
in our community who cannot con-
veniently access these services, for
a number of reasons,” said St. Marys
Public Library CEO Sarah Andrews in
a press release. “Partnering with Ser-
vice Canada to offer these events in
person is a way to reduce or remove
those barriers.”

Questions about the pop-up events
can be directed to the library at 519-
284-3346 or libraryinfo@stmaryspub-
liclibrary.ca

Crib Champs for the St.
Marys Leglon
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Legion winners of the Provincial Cribbage championship from St. Marys. Pictured,
from left, Darrell Gorvett, Dave “Bim” Graham, Grant Graham and Ray Hewitt. Pho-

to Contributed

By Wendy Lamond

St. Marys Legion branch 236 were the
winners of the Legion’s Ontario Crib-
bage Championship.

The team won the championship at
the provincial finals in Branch 336
Falconbridge, Ont.

The team will be competing in the
National Dominion Championships in
Shediac, N.B from April 26 to the 29.

Bim Graham will be competing in the

singles category, Darrell Gorvett and
Grant Graham will be in the doubles
division and all four of the players
will be competing in the team play.

Team member Darrell Gorvett, who
has been playing crib for 60 years,
commented, “Hopefully we do as well
in N.B representing our local branch
236 Legion. Is there anyone that
doesn’t like winning? It was definitely
a team effort.”
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Coffee Talk at Brown’s School

By Jake Grant

For more than two years, every Wednesday morn-
ing has witnessed the unfolding of a heartwarming
tradition within the cozy confines of Brown's School
at the corner of 13th Line and Road 92, south of St.
Marys.

Here, from 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., local men from
around the area come together for a ritual that has
become more than just a caffeine fix, but for the sake
of camaraderie and community spirit.

At the forefront of this cherished gathering stand
Jim and Lenora Conn, a semi-retied couple who
don't live far from Brown’s School and thought of a
unique way to use the forgotten area.

“You have to use interesting, old places or they fall
into disuse,” said Lenora. Their idea stemmed from a
palpable absence of community engagement during
the height of the COVID-19 pandemic.

“We never see each other out here,” said Jim. At the
time, a lot of people were fearful of dining and drink-
ing coffee in restaurants, so they decided to create a
safe place where folks could interact.

“We didn’t know how well it would go over but over
time it’s just built and built,” said Lenora.

Amidst the backdrop of lively discussions and home-
made delicacies, Coffee Talk at Brown’s School serves
as a sanctuary for many. For retirees, Coffee Talk is
more than just a weekly routine - it's a lifeline, offer-
ing companionship and support in equal measure.

"Coffee hour is really great for the lads, good for their
mental health being with their buddies," said Jim.

“Women can call their friends and their kids. They're
better at keeping in touch with people,” Lenora add-
ed. “These guys didn't have anything and, once you
retire, what do you do with your day?”

“It really is a nice place to sit, chat and get out of the

=

Jim and Lenora Conn welcoming the boys behind the
counter. Photo by Jake Grant

house,” Jim said. Fuelled solely by the goodwill of its
attendees, the coffee hour is a testament to the pow-
er of grassroots initiatives.

"It's just funded by donation and that pays for ev-
erything," Lenora said, gesturing toward the spread
of homemade treats and steaming pots of coffee. “All
of the extra proceedings go to the church and we
couldn’t be happier doing this. If it wasn’t for these
guys sponsoring it and showing up, it wouldn't have
gotten as big as it is now.”

In 2021, the group started with just eight members,
which is hardly comparable to the more than 30 peo-
ple that typically come for coffee now. “It can get
loud because nobody can hear,” Lenora laughed.

Such community spirit has seen the initiating of oth-
er coffee hours starting up in Thorndale and Har-
rington. Some of the locals make trips to them all.

Another positive project at Brown’s School is Wis-
dom Wednesdays. Wisdom Wednesdays is the brain-
child of John Uren through which, on the second
Wednesday of every month, a community speaker
shares their story on a new topic for locals to learn
about.

This monthly gathering is about learning and cel-
ebrating the achievements of ordinary people from
the area and how theyre making a difference in
their community.

“We try and promote what someone in our commu-
nity has accomplished and learn from them,” said
Lenora. Topics from Kintore Coffee to local drag-
on-boat racers are just a few of the experiences that
have been discussed.

“Our motto is for people to leave more knowledge-
able than when they arrived,” Uren said noting his
vision has transformed from a simple gathering into
a beacon of enlightenment and inspiration for all
who attend.

Starting promptly at 7:30 p.m. and ending before 9
p.m., Wisdom Wednesday invites everyone to come
together, engage in stimulating discourse and forge
connections that extend beyond the confines of
Brown's School.

Other events like the Tractor show (held June 22)
and the Car show (held Sept. 28) at Brown’s School
have become community favourites thanks to the
people of St. Marys and area who continue to join
together to create something remarkable.

The simple yet profound ideas, like the cherished
Coffee Hour at Brown's School, truly encapsulate
the essence of what makes communities like St.
Marys special. These moments of laughter and con-
versation are the heart of our day-to-day lives and
celebrating these simple joys in our community real-
ly makes St. Marys a town worth living in.

McCully’s
Hill Farm

Preserve of the Month
10% off all McCully's Relish

McCully's Maple Syrup Festival
McCully's tasty Maple Syrup Festival and Pancake Brunch will run every
Saturday and Sunday (except March 31st) in March.

Come out for a tour of the farm and the Sugar Shack and enjoy a
delicious brunch featuring McCully's own maple syrup, pancakes, baked
beans and sausages.

Saturday, March 2nd - Saturday, March 30th
(closed Easter Sunday, March 31st) 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Check out mccullys.ca for registration information for
McCully's 2024 Summer Camp

McCully's Makes Meal Prep Fast & Simple

McCully’s carries locally produced, four wood blend BBQ smoker pellets.
Check out our selection of ready-made meals. We offer a wide variety of
meat pies and soups, along with baked beans, chili, shepard's pie, pulled
pork and beef stew. Don't forget to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, maple
butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

Store Hours for March

Open Thursday - Sunday
Thursday, Friday, Sunday - 10-5, Saturday - 9-5

4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON. N4X 1C5
www.mccullys.ca « 519-284-2564
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WATER STREET

DENTISTRY

(226) 661-0192

Accepting New Smiles

60 Water Street South St. Marys
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca
waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com

Find us on |3

SHERWIN
L A LAWYER

We believe in the
Rotary 4-Way Test:

1. Is it the Truth?

2. Is it Fair to all concerned?
3. Will it build Goodwill and
Better Friendships?

4. Will it be Beneficial to all
concerned?

Call for an appointment
519-284-0898 - info@sherwinlaw.ca
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Owen Wrigley named Firefighter of the Month for

March

The St. Marys Fire Depart-
ment is pleased to announce
Owen Wrigley as its Fire-
fighter of the Month for
March.

Wrigley became a firefight-
er in 2022, after completing
his co-op placement with
the department the previous
year. He attended Lambton
College to achieve his Fire-
fighter Level I & II, Hazmat
Awareness and Operation
certificates.

Wrigley is a certified life-
guard which made him a
prime candidate to become a
member of the Fire Depart-
ment’s swift water/ice recue
“Go Team”.

“The fact that I can utilize
my lifeguarding skills for the
betterment of the “Go Team”
is a real bonus,” said Wrigley

in a press release

“The main reason I wanted to
become a volunteer firefight-

er is because it’'s an active job
that allows me to help people
in danger.”

Off duty, Wrigley dedicates
his time to his family and
hobbies.

“Owen was selected as Fire-
fighter of the Month because
of his passion for the trade,”
ssaid Fire Chief Richard An-
derson in the release. “Owen
has embraced being a vol-
unteer firefighter by helping
our community through edu-
cational and charity events.
This gives him the opportu-
nity to be a positive influence
in our town.”

“Owenis making arealimpact
on the department,” added
Deputy Fire Chief Phil West
“He is steadily progressing
with his recruit-training pro-
gram and has obtained his
DZ license which allows him
to drive and operate some of
the fire apparatus.”

COMMUNITY
HOUSING
CONSULTATION

NEW DATE: MARCH 20, 2024
5-8PM | PYRAMID CENTRE

OWEN WRIGLEY

B ST MARYS
di D - NTISTRY

520 WATER ST, S. PO. BOX 1650 | ST. MARYS, ON N4X 1B9 | 519-284-2660

Join the Town of St. Marys and City of Stratford to learn about
what's being done to address housing and homelessness locally.

Share ideas, participate in an interactive housing activity, and
gather information about local support services.

FREE SHUTTLE AVAILABLE
4 PM: Pick up @ Sunset Diner
4:15 PM: Pick up @ St. Marys Preshyterian Church
4:30 PM: Pick up @ Town Hall
4:45 PM: Pick up @ Dollarama
5 PM: Arrive @ Pyramid Centre
8:15 PM: Depart Pyramid Centre

NOW OFFERING ORTHODONTICS,
TRADITIONAL BRACES AND INVISALIGN

for patients and general public interested, first consultation will be free, referrals not necessary

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later
appointment times three days per week.

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660 | www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

FREE ADMISSION, REGISTRATION NOT REQUIRED
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED

BROUGHT 1&—1
Kiratford

TOYOUBY: - T AR

More information: Brittany Petrie, Community Outreach Worker
226-261-0098 or bpetrie@town.stmarys.on.ca
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From farm boy to opera star

12

Professor James Westman, international baritone. Contributed photo

By James Giles, edited by Alice Rixson

Canadian baritone James Westman
has appeared in many of the world’s
leading opera, recital and concert
halls.

A St. Marys native born in 1972,
he was raised on a heritage-family
homestead just outside of town.

Young Westman loved music. His
grandmother was an organist, his
mother, Doris Levy-Westman, was
an accomplished fiddler and violinist
who taught music in many regional
schools. She also chorded piano for
June Carter Cash and Ward Allen,
and Westman describes his moth-
er as “a relentless yet graceful stage
mom who nurtured a deep appreci-
ation for all music in my youth.” His
unyielding father on the other hand
was not a fan of his son’s singing and
desperately wanted him to be a hock-
ey-playing farmer.

Showing musical potential, Westman
received early tutoring as a boy so-
prano at age nine with the St. Marys
Children's Choir under the direction
of Eileen Baldwin, who conducted
more than 130 choristers to national
and international acclaim.

“Ms. Baldwin was a hardworking and
a consummate artist,” said Westman.

As can happen with many in the early
stage of life, Westman'’s love for sing-
ing and early fame spurned conflict
and jealousy from peers. He was of-
ten harassed for his singing passion
and got into fights at schools and
while playing hockey. Westman was
unwavering that singing was also for
boys and defended himself. He liter-
ally has the scars to prove it.

In his teenage years, the ongoing

bullying and physical fights forced
Westman to leave St. Marys DCVI to
attend Stratford Central High School.

He was only 12 when he was offered
the prodigious opportunity to per-
form Mahler’s Fourth Symphony with
Leonard Bernstein, the internation-
ally renowned American composer,
conductor and director.

“But my voice changed before I had
the opportunity to tour and record
with Bernstein,” said Westman. (Ac-
tor Bradley Cooper recently directed
and stars in the 2023 biographical,
Maestro, an intimate portrait of Ber-
nstein.)

Westman recorded as the first boy
treble with Benjamin Zander. He also
performed and recorded with the
Vienna Boys’ Choir, American Boys’
Choir, Paris Boys’ Choir, Boston Sym-
phony and the Toronto Symphony.
Westman was the first youth to per-
form and record the fourth movement
of Mahler’s Symphony No. 4, (Child's
View of Heaven) and he toured this
work with the Boston Philharmonic
Orchestra in Austria, Poland, Czecho-
slovakia, Germany and Russia.

Westman attended the opera division
at the University of Toronto where
he earned a Master’s degree in op-
eratic performance, studying under
Patricia Kern and Lois Marshall. He
credits his success to Kern, a petite
but feisty Welsh-born mezzo-sopra-
no and voice instructor. Westman also
feels honoured to have had mentors
like Dame Joan Sutherland, Martin
Katz, Marilyn Horne and Louis Quili-
co to name but a few. Westman was a
member of the Canadian Opera Com-
pany ensemble studio and studied at
the Britten-Pears Young Artist Pro-

James Westman, opera performer. Contributed photo

gramme in Aldeburgh, England, and
the Tanglewood Music Center in the
U.S.

“Canada has a massive tradition of
opera,” says Westman. “It stems from
the profound tutelage of the Univer-
sity of Toronto Opera School that was
created by talented Italian opera ref-
ugees after World War II. Many don't
realize that Canada produces more
professional opera singers per capi-
ta than any other country. Canadian
singers have been representing Can-
ada with excellence for many years.”

Westman’'s versatility and artistic
sensibility earned him the highest
praise from audiences and critics of
grand opera, oratorio, art song, ba-
roque, chamber and modern classical
music. He became one of Canada’s
most respected operatic exports, best
known for his signature role as Ger-

WOoOoODSTOCK

HOMESHOW

WoDSTOCK FAIRGRODNDS
MARCH 15 - 17, 2024

FRIDAY 3-8
SATURDAY 9 - 6
SUNDAY 10-5

Woodstock Fairgrouns Auditorium

Featuring decks, fences, pools, hot tubs, renovations, counter tops, flooring, awnings,
roofing, windows, gutters, foundations, tools, blinds, financial and much more
Admission by donation | www.woodstockfairgrounds.com

mont in Verdi’s La Traviata, which he
has performed over 250 times around
the world. He has been nominated for
two Grammy Awards and three Cana-
dian Juno Awards — not bad for a farm
boy from St. Marys!

Between opera gigs, Westman some-
times sang the national anthem at
NHL games, including Wayne Gretz-
ky’s final game at Maple Leaf Gar-
dens. His father must have been
proud.

Westman resides in Stratford with his
partner, Dini, and has two sons who
play cello and violin. He continues to
sing professionally and teaches mu-
sic and opera at Western University
in London. Read more about this gift-
ed vocalist at jameswestman.com.

Please send comments and proposed
topics for Arts articles to - smindepen-
dentarts@gmail.com
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St. Marys councillors considering addition of new
housing incentives to community improvement plan

Continued from page 1

munity improvement plan focused on incentives
that could encourage developers to build more af-
fordable and attainable housing.

“The town has had this imperative objective to get
housing in the ground,” Stone said. “We're working
with the current (community improvement plan)
and looking to do some expansion to put those
tools into the toolbox so you and staff can work
with developers on further encouraging housing in
the community.

“ ... There’s a lot of interest in housing and there’s
a lot more interest in housing on a bigger scale -
not (a development) with 400 units or anything like
that, but more than what we've seen. Bigger can
just be 10 units, but it can also be dozens of units. ...
We're now getting some of these applicants, these
landowners saying, ‘“We're going to provide you
with affordable housing,’ and what we're looking
for ... are those additional tools that will give us
the negotiation power to say, ‘That’s nice you're go-
ing to give us three or four (affordable units). How
about doubling that?’”

While a standalone housing community improve-
ment plan will require consultation with the Ontar-
io Ministry of Municipal Affairs and resident input
in the form of a mandatory public meeting, the pro-
posed affordable-housing-incentive programs that
would, if approved by council, make up that plan
include some of the programs set out in the town's
2021 community improvement plan.

The town’s downtown-rental-grant program, which
currently provides successful applicants with up to
$5,000 per unit to assistin the creation of new rental
units and improve the condition of existing rentals
units in the upper stories of downtown commercial
and office buildings, is included in this draft hous-
ing community improvement plan with a proposed
boost to the maximum funding available to $15,000
to better reflect the cost of improvements.
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Similarly, the town’s accessory dwelling unit grant
program, which currently provides successful ap-
plicants with $10,000 per unit to assist in the cre-
ation of new residential-rental units outside down-
town in existing single, semi-detached and town-
house dwellings, makes up part of the draft plan
with a proposed boost to the maximum funding
available to $15,000 per unit or $10,000 per unit for
new builds.

“If it doesn’t happen up front, then it's much more
difficult later on,” Stone said, explaining that build-
ing homes with what’s required for accessory units
in the first place is much less costly than adding
accessory units to existing houses later on.” ... We
still have to work out the details of the program
.. but there’s incentive, there’s assistance there. I
think the key is it's done up front and the devel-
opers are more likely to offer this as an option and
almost encourage it.”

“I just don't want us to be giving the builder (fund-
ing) to do this stuff and then adding that ... to the
price of the house,” Coun. Marg Luna said, voicing a
concern over whether the funding for this program
should go to developers or homeowners. “That
sounds like double-dipping to me.”

The final housing-incentive program carried over
to this draft plan from the town’s 2021 community

improvement plan is the planning-application and
building-permit rebate grant program that pro-
vides successful applicants up to $5,000 to reduce
the cost of improvements by offering a grant for
any required planning-application or building-per-
mit fees.

Town staff has also proposed three new finan-
cial-incentive programs for inclusion in the draft
housing community improvement plan.

A proposed development charge rebate program
would waive development charges, or a portion of
development charges, on qualifying housing proj-
ects for eligible property owners; a proposed tax in-
crement equivalent program would provide a grant
or loan to rebate a portion of the municipal taxes
attributed to significant or impactful increases in
assessment over a 10-year period; and a proposed
surplus land grant program would identify town-
owned lands deemed surplus to the town’s needs
and offered, either at a reduced price or for free,
through a request-for-proposal process for devel-
opment purposes.

“The one good thing about this process is the mu-
nicipality can identify very specific criteria, and de-
velopment and design details that it wants,” Stone
said of the surplus land grants program. “It’s not
just, ‘Everybody make your bid and tell us how you
want to make affordable housing.” The town would
be very specific about what it wants.

“You could ask for a mix of market and affordable
housing to make it more appealing for develop-
ment. We can talk about a certain percentage of ac-
cessible units. You could talk about (something be-
ing) built for exactly what the municipality wants.”

At the end of the meeting, committee members vot-
ed to have staff consult with the Ontario Ministry of
Municipal Affairs about the draft housing commu-
nity improvement plan, as well as other proposed
changes to the town’s existing community improve-
ment plan.
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Residents in our communities
trust our newspapers to provide
local news and information, let
me help you connect to our
readers with your local business.
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St. Marys Quarry to launch branded merch this season

By Galen Simmons

Fans of Canada’s largest freshwa-
ter swimming pool will soon be able
to take a piece of the fun home with
them as the Town of St. Marys pre-
pares to launch branded, St. Marys
Quarry merchandise this year.

Partially a result of the success of
the inflatable SuperSplash Sports
Park added to the swimming Quar-
ry in 2022 and partially in response
to public demand, St. Marys aquatics
manager Andrea Slade confirmed the
town is launching a preliminary line
of Quarry merch this year.

“Over the past two years, we've had

2009 Nissan Senira SE-R
-

2019 Mercedes GLA-250

NISSAN /\

$ 19 ’ 3915 + HST & lic
LOW KMS-95446 KM

our partnership with SuperSplash,

which has been very successful”

Slade said. “Attendance at the quarry
has increased, so we feel this is an ex-
citing opportunity to offer merchan-
dise.”

Slade said a town employee who is
currently finishing the business-mar-
keting program at Fanshawe College
in London has designed a logo for the
St. Marys Quarry branded merchan-
dise. This year, that logo — which will
be unveiled in coming weeks - will
appear on adult and youth t-shirts
and tote bags.

Based on the success of the merchan-

Strutfﬁrd NISSAN

STDRE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thu. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00 PARTS & SERVICE: Mon.-Sat. 8:00-5:00
*0Our Service Department is Now Open on Saturdays*

2022 Hyundai Tucson AWD
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2019 Ford Ranger Supercrew 2020 Ford Escape Titanium 2621 Dodge Ehaﬂenger R/T 2020 Nissan Ku:ks sV

dise’s first season, the line of avail-
able products may be expanded in
future years.

“Everything should be finalized by the
end of next week and we're working
with a local supplier to produce the
merchandise,” Slade said, noting the
cost of the branded t-shirts and tote
bags will also be announced soon.

“I feel like this is a good community
initiative that will benefit local tour-
ism as well.”

The St. Marys Quarry was formerly a
limestone Quarry that closed in 1920.
In the mid-1940s it was converted
into a public swimming area and re-
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mains one of the most popular spots
in the area to visit on those hot sum-
mer days.

A variety of outdoor activities and
services are offered including cliff
jumping, a water trampoline, the Su-
perSplash inflatable water park, a
canteen, picnic areas, and washrooms
and changerooms.

Visit www.townofstmarys.com/
en/recreation-and-culture/Swim-
ming-Quarry.aspx for more informa-
tion about the St. Marys Quarry and
to stay up to date on when it will open
for the 2024 swimming season.
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CELEBRATE LIVING WELL

cedarview

retirement living
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LIMITED TIME ONLY

FULLY FURNISHED
1-BEDROOM SUITE

SPACES AVAILABLE! ———

CALL NOW 519.771.4973

Ask about our specials! Book a tour and enjoy a complimentary lunch with us!

511 Finkle Street Woodstock, Ontario N4VOC4 ¢ 519.602.0282

Please visit us at the community for a personalized tour or for more information go to

CedarviewSeniorlLife.com

Relmagine Senior Living
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Lincs take commanding 3-0 series lead

By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys Lincolns are one win
away from advancing to the second
round of the Sutherland Cup Playoffs
after earning three dominant wins
over the Sarnia Legionnaires.

Game one didn’t start as a blow-out
with the Legionnaires getting the
jump on the Lincolns in the first few
minutes, punctuated by Iain MaclIsaac
opening the scoring for Sarnia last
Friday. However, the Lincs quick-
ly bounced back and took the game
over, culminating with Maddox Cal-
lens tying the game at one apiece with
a powerplay one-timer at the 18:41
mark of the first frame.

“Our mantra this year going into the
playoffs is ‘execute, execute, exe-
cute,’ ” said head coach Jeff Bradley.
“We know we have a style of play that
works and as long as we trust it when
things don't go our way, we're asking
the players to say that to themselves
and it reminds them to keep sticking
to the plan. It took us a few shifts to get
into the game and we had a bad turn-
over on their first goal but that’s what
we talked about with our mantra. We
want to be playing for a long time in
the playoffs and it's not always going
to be rosy, but as long as we trust our
style, no matter what happens, we're
going to play our style.”

The dominance that began in the first
20 minutes carried over to the second
period when the Lincolns outshot the
Legionnaires 28-6 and exploded for
six goals. Luca Spagnolo had a pair
of shorthanded tallies while sever-
al high-end talents who had entered
the playoffs in the middle of offensive
slumps also found the back of the net.

“T thought every guy on our team was
really good, but to see guys like Billy
(VanSumeren), Noah (VandenBrink),
and Chase (MacQueen-Spence) score
was great,” Bradley told the Indepen-
dent. “Those guys have been working
so hard and they put a lot of pressure
on themselves to put pucks in the net
so to see them finally get rewarded
was awesome.”

VanSumeren came into the playoffs
with one goal in his last 18 games
of the regular season while Mac-
Queen-Spence and VandenBrink both
scored once in their last nine. Luke
Bogart also chipped in a goal in the

Chase MacQueen-Spence (left) and Ethan Weir (right) are tied for the team lead
in goals through three games of the St. Marys Lincolns’ first-round playoff series
against the Sarnia Legionnaires. MacQueen-Spence has scored in each of the first
three games this post-season while Weir posted a hat-trick in game three. Addition-
ally, the two forwards scored powerplay goals 40 seconds apart, setting a new Lincs’
record for the fastest two playoff goals in team history. Photos by Spencer Seymour

second frame.

Although he didn’t score, one of the
Lincolns’ veteran rearguards stood
out to the head coach.

“Josh (Cornfield) was great. He’s had
a tough couple of seasons in terms
of injuries and illnesses which isn't a
worry but it’s something to think about
when the games start, meaning a lot
more to the opponent. Josh respond-
ed really well to an opponent that was
pushing the pace on us. He was one of,
if not our best defenceman.”

In the third, VandenBrink potted his
second goal of the night on a power-
play, helping the Lincolns’ man ad-
vantage go two-for-seven — a signifi-
cant improvement from the nine goals
on 62 powerplays the Lincs accumu-
lated since Feb. 1. According to coach
Bradley, the team’s internal compe-
tition for powerplay minutes ignited
the group’s production.

“Our focus going in was perfecting
our style of play and executing that
consistently,. We're fortunate that
we've got a very competitive team and
I don’t just mean competitive only
against other teams, but they are also
competitive with each other. Our pow-
erplay was something we had to ad-
dress, so we created a third unit. Now,
every forward is getting powerplay

time and they are competing for pow-
erplay minutes. Competition, espe-
cially when you've got the depth that
we do, brings out the best in people.”

Sarnia is a team known for being in-
credibly tough to play against, which
Bradley felt would give his team a
necessary tough, first-round test.

“We wanted to play Sarnia and the
reason was not out of any disrespect
to them, it was because they work
their tails off. They are physical, they
have some skill and they really work
their guts out. We don’t want to take
any time off or get comfortable and
with the way they play, Sarnia never
lets you get comfortable. Having the
privilege of playing that team in their
building, it gives our guys an oppor-
tunity to get acclimated to playing in
hostile territory.”

Brandon Abbott turned away 23 of 24
Sarnia shots to earn the win in the
Lincolns’ crease.

Game Two - Lincs win 5-1

Despite controlling the majority of
the play, Legionnaires’ netminder Lo-
gan Phillips turned in 39 saves in the
first 40 minutes of Game Two, keep-
ing the score to 1-1 heading into the
third last Saturday. Ethan Weir fired
his first goal of the post-season nine
minutes and two seconds into the first

before Anthony Tudino tied the game
with two minutes and 20 seconds left
in the opening period.

After just two penalties were called
in the first 20 minutes, 20 infractions
were assessed in the final two periods.
The St. Marys powerplay scored two
goals on 11 opportunities.

“It certainly wasn’t our best, but we
got them off their game and limited
them to just 15 shots,” Bradley said
of the overall game. “They wanted to
send a message that they were going
to fight and play us hard but it kind of
cost them at the end. We stuck to our
gameplan and tried our best to turn
the other cheek and stay focused on
our mission and we did a pretty good
job of that. You can’t always skate
away, but I think we did a good job in
that regard.”

Though Bradley didn’t see his team'’s
showing as flawless, he was pleased
with how his squad stuck to their sys-
tems and structures even in moments
of imperfection.

“It's a testament to their commitment.
Even though at times we stray from
the plan a little bit, it shows that the
players respect the core tenets of how
we play and believe and trust in it. It’s
good to know that even when things
don't go perfectly, theyve built good
habits that ensure things don't go too
crazy for us.”

Starting the third on a man advan-
tage, the unit quarterbacked by the
elder Cornfield brother appeared shot
out of a cannon with the 20-year-old
Kitchener native wiring a snapshot
from the high slot past Phillips and
into the Sarnia net. Cornfield’s first
of the playoffs went down as the
game-winning goal.

“Our powerplay was so rotten in
February, it forced us to put a ton of
time and effort into it,” said Bradley.
“(In game two), we relied a bit more
on the (Josh) Cornfield unit but that’s
the nice thing about depth. On any
given night, any one of those three
units could step up. Puck movement
and retrievals have been really good. I
don’t think we were stopped on a sin-
gle breakout. They're being decisive
and getting pucks to the net. All of the
areas we were struggling in seem to
have been corrected.”

Continued on page 15

The Independent Sports is brought to you by

o

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

Lindsay Pickering
519-276-9959

www.lindsaypickering.ca




St. Marys Independent

Thursday, March 14, 2024

SPORTS

Lincs take commanding 3-0 series lead

Continued from page 14

Jaden Lee and Owen Voortman both
found their first goals of the playoffs
later in the period, the latter being
credited by Bradley for his physically
imposing style.

“Owen has been such a beast for us.
He’s a playoff player. He’s big and he’s
got skill and speed. The combination
of all that makes him untouchable at
times. Part of our plan in the offen-
sive zone is winning battles along the
boards and below the goal line and it’s
tailor-made for a guy like Owen.”

MacQueen-Spence added a power-
play goal with just over two minutes
left in the game, while Abbott once
again earned the win in between the
pipes for St. Marys.

Game Three - Lincs win 11-0

Chaos erupted on Monday when the
series shifted back to the Pyramid
Recreation Centre (PRC) for game
three, a serendipitous game number
as it included three powerplay goals
on as many opportunities, three all-
time Lincs’ records being set, and the
three most-lopsided periods yet in the
series.

It took just four minutes and 27 sec-
onds for Weir to begin a luminescent
night with the game’s first goal. Lat-
er in the first, after Jacob Montesi
went to the box on a tripping minor,
Sarnia’s powerplay was negated by a
five-minute major handed to Jace Mc-
Grail after a knee-on-knee collision

with Spagnolo that forced Spagnolo to
leave the game unable to put weight
on his leg. Spagnolo didn’t return and,
as of press time, his status for game
four is unconfirmed.

Once Montesi was out of the box, the
Lincolns had a nonstop powerplay
for over three minutes and had a re-
cord-setting output. At the 9:32 mark,
MacQueen-Spence potted his third of
the post-season, followed by Weir's
second of the period just 40 seconds
later. According to Scott Holland, a
tracker and keeper of GOJHL team
records, the pair of goals set a new
Lincolns’ record for fastest two goals
scored in the playoffs.

Bradley agreed that his team dis-
played a tremendous Kkiller instinct.

“It was a blood-in-the-water-type
thing. At times, they've taken some
liberties with us, and another one was
the knee on Spagnolo, so once that
happened, on top of winning the game,
we wanted to make sure they regret-
ted making a play like that. They kind
of ended the game themselves by giv-
ing us the five-minute powerplay.”

The history didn't stop there, howev-
er, as another powerplay goal by Hod-
kinson just 46 seconds later capped
off the fastest three goals in Lincs’
playoff history:.

Bradley believed a big factor in the
game turning into the biggest blowout
of the series so far was the back-break-
ing toll the three powerplay goals took
on the Legionnaires.

Legion

AT NOON

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
PERTH REGIMENT VETERANS
BRANCH 236 ST MARYS

TUE -THU 3PM - 777
FRI NOON TILL 77?7
SAT — NOON TILL CLOSING

HOT DOG / SAUSAGE FRIDAY

MEAT DRAW SAT AT 5 PM
MARCH 23 - ALL HAMS
PLUS A 50/50 DRAW

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE HALL FOR RENT
66 CHURCH STREET NORTH,
ST MARYS 519 284-2267

Ak

www.samshomehardware.com

Home

hardware

GET READY
FOR
SPRING!

Soil and Mulch now
available!

www.homehardware.ca

63 Wellington St. N, St. Marys, ON, N4X 1A6

Phone: (519) 284-4142 | Fax: (519) 284-3592

“When it comes to winning in the
playoffs, it's not just out-coaching,
out-playing, or

out-executing. You need every edge
you can get and if you can take a
team’s confidence early, they really
don't have a great shot at beating you
that game. We knew if we put a cou-
ple behind them, considering the suf-
focating style they were up against, it
would take a lot of their hope out of
it”

Before the first period was done, Co-
hen Bidgood got rewarded for his
gruelling net-front work which has
earned him plenty of abuse from the
Legionnaires’ defenders. The Peter-
borough product scored his first of the
playoffs to give the Lincs a 5-0 lead
heading into the first intermission.

Weir capped off his hat-trick less than
five minutes into the second to make
it a six-goal lead for St. Marys. The
Kingston Frontenacs’ second-round
pick was also a stand-out to the head
coach for his detail-oriented effort.

“Ethan had a bit of a cold spell offen-
sively,” Bradley admitted, “but he’s do-
ing the little things right and he’s see-
ing that if he does those little things
right, he’s going to be in positions to
get rewarded with more offence. We're
really happy to see him get those
goals.”

VanSumeren and Cornfield add-
ed goals in the second stanza before
MacQueen-Spence, Lee and Hodkin-
son all found the back of the net in the

third, enroute to the third and final
record of the night, the largest playoff
shut-out in Lincolns’ history, an 11-0
final score.

Hodkinson, according to the bench
boss, has elevated his game at the best
possible time of the year.

“Ryan has taken his game to another
level when it's mattered most. We've
played a lot of playoff-style hockey
in the last month and a half and he’s
become a big-time player. It doesn’t
matter what role he’s in, whether he’s
on the second line, the fourth line, the
powerplay, or the penalty kill, he does
it all well and he does it at the same
speed and intensity.”

Abbott recorded the shut-out, stop-
ping all 15 shots sent his way. Through
three games, the Lincolns have nearly
tripled Sarnia in shots, peppering the
Legionnaires’ net with 150 shots com-
pared to just 54 directed at Abbott in
the Lincs’ net.

Game four takes place Thursday night
in Sarnia and a win by the Lincolns
would push them to the second round
of the post-season with a four-game
sweep for the second straight season.
If necessary, game five goes Friday in
St. Marys, while game six would be
back in Sarnia on Saturday and game
seven would take place on Tuesday in
St. Marys. Half an hour before every
playoff game, the Lincolns’ Season
Special, a series of five mini-docu-
mentaries, airs on St. Marys Radio.

Andrew L. Hodges
Funeral Home Ltd.

Offering personal and affordable funeral options,
including burial, cremation and donation to science.

Price list and preplanning information always
available on our website or contact us
to meet in person to discuss your wishes.

47 Wellington Street South, St. Marys
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

Serving St. Marys and area since 2003

519-284-2820
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Final night of weekly Minor Basketball play for

grades 5-8 students
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Last Thursday saw St. Marys Minor Basketball conclude their weekly games for the grades 5-8 age group. The night started with the finals of the grades 5-8 girls which

culminated with an exciting gold medal game that required overtime between the Mystics and the Lynx, which finished in a 12-12 tie. Following the game, Tim O’Connor
was presented with the St. Marys Basketball Legacy Award for all of his work with basketball in St. Marys.
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Next to take the court were the grades 5-6 boys contingent of the local Minor Basketball program. A tight, gritty Gold Medal clash pitted the Ravens against the Mus-
tangs, with the Ravens emerging victorious in a 6-2 defensive masterclass by both sides. This was the 17th season of action for the youth basketball program and a
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In the main event of the evening, although there was a depleted group available due to other sports’ conflicting schedules, the grades 7-8 boys division played a gold

medal match between the Spurs and Lakers. A high-scoring contest ended with the Spurs claiming the gold. Several of the coaches and officials for the games were
former players. Photos by Spencer Seymour
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(i) o Unit263 For Hall Rentals | JErCuTr IR0
{ ‘5. 23 Wellington St. N. return
%”"I%@'ﬁ? 519-284-4390 Optimist Club Ca" 51 9'271 '5343 "
of Downie =
Atte ntion Mem bers Sun. March 03 - Kevin Davidson, Cambridge  $50.00 cons?rvatlve
Mon. March 04 - Stosh & Liz Cubberley, St. Marys  $50.00 AdVIc_e for
Dues are now pas t due. Tues. March 05 - Mike Dill, Gadshill $50.00 Intelligent
Pay aS Soon as possib/e Wed. March 06 - Ross Miller, Bayfield $50.00 DGCiSiO“S Donna L. Hinz
Thur. March 07 - Judy Wood Hugill, Mitchell  $50.00 H -
N EVADA TICKETS FOR SALE Fri. March 08 - Flona Hildenbrand, St. Marys  $50.00 Frankl I n E' Hlnz
Sat. March 09 - Ron Patterson, Stratford $200.00 196 Ontario Street
571 Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4
MEAT DRAWS EVERY FRIDAY 6PM PRRRVINGING | ormfreseraing s 519-273-1633 _franklinehinz.com
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MINOR SPORTS

Giving kKids a sporting chance
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Lyla Habermehl carries the ring to the slot during the U12 St. Marys Snipers game

last Saturday.

Emerson Borg passes the ring to begin a play during this past Sunday’s U14 St.
Marys Snipers game.
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Mitchell Grant advances the puck through the neutral zone during the U9 LL Boys
3 St. Marys Rock game this past Sunday.
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Grace McLean tracks a loose puck near the blueline during last Saturday’s Har-
ris-Greig Automotive U9 HL Girls St. Marys Rock game.
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Hannah Schmidt bursts over the opposition’s blueline during the Hitching Post
U11 C Girls St. Marys Rock game this past Sunday.

Olivia Davis dumps the puck into the opposition’s zone during this past Sunday’s
U13 B Girls St. Marys Rock game. Photos by Spencer Seymour



Thursday, March 14, 2024

St. Marys Independent

SPORTS

Michael Hitchcock wins
gold at Spec1al Olymplcs

Former St. Marys resident Michael Hitchcock recently helped the Special Olympics
Ontario (SOO) London Blazers win the gold medal in Floor Hockey at the 2024
Special Olympics Canada National Winter Games recently held in Calgary. After go-
ing 2-1 in the round-robin, Hitchcock and the Blazers defeated Manitoba 3-2 in the
semi-finals to advance to the finals. In the championship game, London downed
Team Alberta 4-1 to claim the gold. London was one of four floor hockey teams
representing SOO at the games with the other three coming from Peterborough,
Milton, and Newmarket. Sixteen teams in total from across Canada competed in
Calgary. Contributed photo

Renovation Specials

25 Sowth Senioo Rd. 5t Marys {519 339 3023)

STEMMLER'S S'ilEsE[ PICKLED COTTAGE ROLL

I.‘

More Specials and Features

Stemmier's or Metzger Smoked Chops $7.99/1b
TCF Southem F

Boneless Wings $29/2kg
Stemmler's Bacon $7 .69

Stemmler's Pickled Comed Beef ;’?Wﬂh
Somerdale Irish Cheese $7.39/ Iﬂﬂ%
Footlong Combo $10 (March 15 & 16)
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PRECEE N EFFECT Mamch 18- 21

Gearing up for St.
Patrlck's Day

Carter Quinlan and Stephen Goad of the St. Marys Badminton Club were getting
into the St. Patrick’s Day spirit last Wednesday night as the DCVI gym was a sea
of green.
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BEAR EP

Transform and protect your indoor and
outdoor concrete surfaces with high-end
epoxy and polyaspartic coating systems!

WHY CHOOSE EPOXY™?

® Extremely durable ® Easy to clean
® | asts 10-20+ years ® Highly customizable
® Stain & UV resistant ® 5 year warranty

Get a FREE quote and 10% off your project!*
226-338-3204

*When you book before June 30, 2024

@ info@BearEpoxy.ca 0 facebook.com/bear.epoxy

Check your hearing.

Your hearing helps you stay connected
to those who matter most, enjoy all
the sights and sounds around you, and
maintain a good quality of life.

Get your hearing checked by a licensed
hearing care professional at your local
Connect Hearing clinic.

Connect Hearing

YOUR HEARING PROFESSIONALS

VAG, WCB, WSIB, ADP & ODSP accej " ifeBC provider nfTwork. °CAA and CAA logo trademarks owned by, and use is authorized e ‘dian le Associdtion. CAA Y used by the Ganadi Automublle .
Association.*Hearing evaluations/t mers over the age of 50. Some conditions and exclusions may apply. See clinic for detail ed on national physmap.:ef over the tenure.of the corporation’s Canadian busmess-. Save up to $21000 on a pair of Select level

ﬁtandard Ievel with a valid CAA membership. This offerls -‘-_

operations compared to the disclosed'referral count of competitors. $Save up to $2,000 on a pair of Select technology level Sonova hearing aids; anced level; and 1 . . . .
' i ey B el c : e?! Q hearing aids with your CAA membership!*

atiered rebate determined by which level of Sonova Technology purchased. Offer expires September 30, 2023. Some conditions apply. See clini
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Total solar eclipse, April 8, 2024

By George Pucula, KW-RASC

A total solar eclipse is taking place April 8 in our
region. This is a spectacular astronomical event
and may be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to ex-
perience totality.

The next opportunity for southern Ontario to see a
total solar eclipse is Oct. 26, 2144. A total eclipse oc-
curs when the moon moves between the Earth and
the sun, completely blocking the light from the sun.

In our backyards, we will experience close to to-
tality, but not 100 per cent. The website timeand-
date.com shows, in St.Marys, the moon will cover
approximately 99.23 per cent of the sun’s disk, in
Thorndale, 99.6 per cent, and in Dorchester it will
be 99.9 per cent. Whilst this is very exciting, it is
very much worth the short drive to get closer to the
centerline to experience 100 per cent totality. For
us, this would be towards Lake Erie or elsewhere if
you follow the map of totality.

It is extremely important you do not look at the
sun’s disk directly without proper eye protection.
Solar glasses specifically designed to look at the
sun are available. Indirect methods such as a pin-
hole projector are also recommended.

With 100 per cent totality, it will be possible to ex-
perience the different stages of the eclipse. As the
moon blocks the sun, it will be possible to see an
effect called Bailey’s Beads. This is caused by the
sunlight streaming through the valleys on the edge
of the moon. This will transition to a single bright
spot referred to as the Diamond Ring. When the
Diamond Ring disappears, this is the safest time
to take off the solar glasses and enjoy totality. You
may see a slight haze around the sun, it’s corona. It
will get cooler and animals react differently. It may
be possible to see some bright stars and planets
during totality:.

Many school boards have declared a PD day on
April 8 due to the eclipse. This offers a wonderful
opportunity for families to share in this event.

The Kitchener Waterloo Royal Astronomical Soci-
ety of Canada (KW-RASC) has a Facebook page and
webpage, kw.rasc.ca, dedicated to making the most
of this significant event with much more informa-
tion and links. KW-RASC has solar-eclipse glasses
available at $2 each. Make your request for solar
glasses on the website under the Ask-A-Question
tab. We can arrange local delivery or a pickup point.

2024 Solar Eclipse
Coming Here April 8

oFo
ot

St. Marys and Thorndale residents will see 99.23-per-
cent and 99.6-per-cent totality during the total solar
eclipse April 8. Contributed image

Details at kw.rasc.ca
Kitchener-Waterloo Astronomy Club
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Scrapbooking to raise money for the St. Marys
Friendship Centre

By Emily Stewart

The St. Marys scrapbooking com-
munity has two fundraisers for the
Friendship Centre to look forward to
this spring.

The Friendship Centre will host the
Scrapbooking Garage Sale April 6
from 9 am. to 1 p.m. at 317 James
Street South. The garage sale will
feature more than 30 tables of gen-
tly used or unused scrapbooking and
crafting supplies.

“Some people are getting out of the
craft or the hobby and they're selling
some of their stuff,” said Jenny Miki-
ta, senior services manager for the
Friendship Centre. “Other people just
collect a lot of stuff and purge every
once in a while."

The Scrapbooking Garage Sale is also
a cost-effective and more-accessible
way to stock up on supplies.

“If you can find paper and products
at lower costs, sometimes it makes it
more accessible for people to access
that at this particular hobby, as it can
get quite expensive,” Mikita said.

The garage sale is popular amongst
scrapbookers and crafters in town

and elsewhere. Mikita said some-
one from Port Huron once visited St.
Marys for the garage sale.

The Friendship Centre will also host
a Scrapbookathon April 27 from 9
a.m. to 7 p.m. where attendees can fill
up their scrapbooks for 10 hours. The
event, which will have enough space
for 150 scrapbookers, is already sold
out, but there is a waiting list.

Mikita said the events help bring in
funds for the Friendship Centre and
watching scrapbookers craft and
make new friendships is fascinating.

"Scrapbooking is a great way to pre-
serve your memories,” she said.
“We've just always had a strong group
of participants in St. Marys who,
in turn, are also volunteers for the
Friendship Centre that support the
effort. It's definitely a niche market."

All proceeds from the events will go
back into the Friendship Centre’s
programs for seniors and people with
varying abilities.

"It helps to keep program costs low
for everybody and, at the end of the
day, it's also supporting others' hob-
bies and what they enjoy doing in

st.mparys

How T0 LISTEN To ST. MARYS RADIO

ra ioy

Step |. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
2. Click play on the online player

their free time,” Mikita said.

There will be another Scrapbooking
Garage Sale in the fall. More informa-
tion about the upcoming Scrapbook-

ing Garage Sale, Scrapbookathon and
other events can be found on townof-
stmarys.com/en/recreation-and-cul-
ture/Friendship-Centre.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
«  Head Lifeguard
($22-$25.74)
« Lifeguard/Instructor
($19.21-$22.60)
- Lifeguard In-Training
($17)

Kirkton Pool is Full Time & Part Time

HIRING

EMAIL APPLICATIONS
kwpool@perthsouth.ca

more information at www.perthsouth.ca/kwpool

SUOOKU  somoeen

SHACKLETON'S

519 274 2885

FERN PRIDHAM - Broker

fernpridham@gmail.com
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The Friends of the
St. Marys Museum

Notice of Annual General

Presentation of Annual Reports

Monday, March 18, 2024 at 7 p.m.
St. Marys Museum, 177 Church Street South

Take entrance off Tracy Street to parking lot

Please note: All are welcome but only paid
members are entitled to vote or to stand for

Memberships are $15 per year and will be

For information or for an agenda package,
contact the Museum 519-284-3556 or
museum@town.stmarys.on.ca

Meeting

(in Cadzow Park)

beside Museum.

executive positions.

available at the meeting.
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HISTO RIC ST. MARYS: Some help from Friends (of the St. Marys Museum)

By Mary Smith

The Friends of the St. Marys Museum will celebrate
the organization’s 19th year at the Annual General
Meeting this coming Monday, March 18, at 7 p.m. in
the Museum’s reference room. The group’s inaugu-
ral meeting was held in February 2005 in the town
hall auditorium. Its original purpose was to raise
funds for the proposed archival addition to the his-
toric, limestone house at 177 Church Street South,
the St. Marys Museum’s home since 1954. At the
first meeting, executive positions were filled and a
fundraising committee was formed. The activities
of the Friends'’ first year of operation were reported
a year later at the first Annual General Meeting on
March 22, 2006.

That first meeting was held in a committee room at
the Friendship Centre. A great deal had happened
in 2005. Most significantly, the Museum’s renova-
tion/addition project was underway. Although the
office and research areas remained open in a very
limited way, most of the building was sealed off to
protect the exhibit rooms from the dust and gen-
eral turmoil of construction. The addition officially
opened on June 6, 2006 and from that time onward
—with the exception of the Covid years — it has been
possible to hold the AGM in the archives reference
room, the space that the Friends worked so hard to
build.

Through the years, after the major addition project
was completed, the Friends have continued to play
a supporting role in the Museum’s activities, giv-
ing extra assistance for special projects and events.
They have actively participated in the seminar se-
ries and prepared displays for the annual Heritage
Fair. They have provided both financial assistance
and volunteer services for the summer concerts,
Melodies at the Museum. The chair of the Friends,
Ken Telfer, has volunteered his expertise as a prop-
erty history researcher, an activity that benefits the
Museum in several ways. First of all, the owners of
the property make a donation to the Museum when
they receive their completed history report. This
generates some income. Also, with each report, the
genealogy of the successive owners is investigated,
adding to the files of information about local fam-
ilies available to visiting researchers. Sometimes
these early owners made significant contributions
to the growth and development of St. Marys. Find-
ing out more about them adds to our understanding
of local history. Frequently doing a detailed study
of the house on the property reinforces informa-
tion about traditional 19th century building styles.

Currently, a property history report is underway
for 63 Wellington Street South, a two-and-a-half
storey brick house. The property where this com-
fortable and roomy family home is located has
been associated with a number of interesting peo-
ple who either owned it when it was still undevel-
oped or later lived in the house itself. In the 1850s,
when the land within the boundaries of St. Marys
was surveyed, three large lots were laid out on the
east side of Wellington, south of Jones Street. For a
number of years, these three lots were bought and
sold as one parcel. The abstract — a record of le-
gal transactions involving this property — indicates

John Elliott (1854-1903) was the mason responsible
for the stonework when the St. Marys Town Hall was
built in 1891. His contracting work in St. Marys has
been researched extensively by volunteer Friends of
the St. Marys Museum. Contributed photo

that it was owned by a succession of people who
probably purchased the lots as an investment. No
photographic evidence survives, but assessment
records show that there was at least one modest
house along this part of the street that was rented
out. There may also have been stables and other
outbuildings.

This was a good neighbourhood - close to shops
and businesses in the downtown area and within
walking distance for workers at local industries
such as Richardson’s foundry almost directly across
the street, the flour milling complex near the Queen
Street Bridge, and several different quarrying op-
erations a few blocks south on Wellington Street. In
May 1899, John Elliott purchased these three lots
and built a house for himself on the most northerly
portion, right at the southeast corner of Jones and
Wellington Streets. Originally constructed as an
impressive private residence, today it is the loca-
tion of the Andrew Hodges Funeral Home. Elliott
was able to build this beautiful home because of his
success as a contractor. He started out as a teenager,
working as a quarryman for his step-father, well-
known quarry owner and master mason, James El-
liott. When he was older, John branched out as a
builder in his own right. In partnership with an-
other mason, James Clyde, he built the two-arched
Church Street Bridge in 1884, and in 1891, he won
the contract for the masonry for the St. Marys town

hall. He also built in brick. His step-father, James,
had been the mason of choice in the 1870s; by the
mid-1880s, John Elliott was in equally high demand
as a builder. As well as his own residence, there are
a number of fine brick houses still standing in St.
Marys that he built at the height of his career.

John Elliott’s plan was to develop the rest of his
property on Wellington Street. But rather than do
the work himself, in 1901, he sold the portion that
is today 63 Wellington to another mason/contractor,
Walter Leslie, who, a few years later in 1914 would
build Central School. However, once Leslie had
finished the house, John Elliott bought the prop-
erty back in 1902 and immediately resold it, at a
slight profit, to Samuel Riddell, who, with his wife,
Isabelle, was moving into St. Marys from a farm in
Blanshard Township. John Elliott died of heart fail-
ure in January 1903, at age 49. His obituary stated:
“Mr. Elliott was a successful builder and through
honest industry amassed considerable wealth.” He
was survived by his wife, Margaret, and one daugh-
ter, May.

Samuel Riddell was in his early 40s when he and Is-
abelle moved into the Wellington Street house. For
a number of years, he was a well-driller. Then, until
his retirement, he was foreman of carpentry work
at the St. Marys Cement Company. Samuel died in
1946 at the age of 88. He and Isabelle had no chil-
dren. Isabelle inherited the property and continued
to live there until the mid-1950s when she moved
to Kingsway Lodge Nursing Home. At that time, she
transferred the ownership to Samuel’s great-niece,
Elizabeth (Bessie) Riddell Frank, her heir. Isabelle
died in September 1957 age 91.

Bessie Frank had been a nurse at St. Marys Me-
morial Hospital and owned a house on Elgin Street
West. She rented out the 63 Wellington Street
house, for some years to Reg Shelton and his fami-
ly. Reg was a draftsman at C. Richardson & Co. and
so this house was very convenient to his workplace.
In July 1958, Bessie Frank sold 63 Wellington Street
to Edward and Marguerite Liddle. Thomas Edward
Liddle was born in Walkerton, Bruce County, in
1914, the oldest child of Rees Liddle, a machinist,
and Mary Burrell Liddle. Edward attended school
in Walkerton, then went to Normal School and be-
gan a life-long career as a teacher. He taught ju-
nior classes at St. Marys Central School and North
Ward School for many years. He donated some of
his school memorabilia to the St. Marys Museum
and these records indicate a conscientious and re-
spected teacher, dedicated to the well-being of his
students. He and his wife, Marguerite Reid Liddle,
were both faithful members of St. James Anglican
Church. Marguerite died in 1996 and Edward in
2000. They are buried in the St. Marys Cemetery.

Doing research of this sort is one of the many vol-
unteer opportunities at the St. Marys Museum.
To learn more about the Museum’s collection, the
many interesting resources in the R. Lorne Eedy
Archives and various projects involving the Friends
of the Museum, attend the Annual General Meeting
next Monday evening, March 18, at 7:00 p.m. All are
welcome. Contact the Museum at 519-284-3556 for
more information.
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Celebrating area women on International Women'’s Day

By Nancy Abra

Many women across the world, the
country and this region celebrated
International Women'’s Day in various
ways on March 8. In this area, Com-
munity Futures Middlesex hosted a
Women’s Day Symposium and Lun-
cheon at the Lucan Community Cen-
tre.

Approximately 200 businesswomen
of all ages from across the County of
Middlesex attended. The event com-
prised panel discussions of inclusive
female entrepreneurs from the re-
gion sharing their experiences and
stories. As well, there were presenta-
tions from an inspiring young woman,
an advocator for women'’s health and
prominent women in leadership roles
who also shared their career journeys
in public positions.

Susan Judd of Thorndale was one of
the panelists. She is the co-founder
and owner-operator of Ride The Bine

=

Pictured from left are Sylvie Verwaayne of SylverDesigns Fine Art, Sharyl Vandendries

.

of Shake the Sugar Tree, Susan Judd of Heeman's Mead & Cidery, Melanie Studholme
of JAS Woodworking and Debbie Ziraldo of Ziraldo Alpacas at a Women’s Day Sympo-
sium and Luncheon in Lucan March 8. Photo by Nancy Abra

and a certified pommelier at Hee-
man’s Mead & Cidery. Judd shared the
passion of her agriculture roots and
was inspired to take the leap to start

an agriculture tourism business when
she was in her teens. She emphasized
the importance of taking advantage
of local resources and embracing the

opportunities and support from oth-
ers.

The event concluded with keynote
speaker Emm Gryner of St. Marys, a
Canadian recording artist, songwriter
and author who shared her journey in
life and music through her inspiring
words and beautiful singing voice.

“Singing mirrors life,” she said. “It
reflects emotions, expresses joy and
love but also sorrow and longing. Song
is a connection to our true selves that
resonates passion, embraces courage
and inspiration.”

“Being inspired” was the theme
throughout this special event cele-
brating women. Topics discussed by
the inspiring women included seeing
the opportunity, taking the chance,
learning from mistakes, being inno-
vative but embracing local resources,
supporting each other, and being em-
powered by the community of women
mentors.

Thorndale Optimists hosting
this year’s Easter Egg hunt

Thorndale United Church
hosts trivia night

By Nancy Abra

For almost a decade, I Love Thorndale has
hosted an Easter Egg hunt for the com-
munity. This year, the Thorndale Optimist
Club will be hosting this event on Saturday,
March 30 from 9 a.m. to noon at the Thorn-
dale Community Centre and grounds.

As the community of Thorndale continues
to grow, this fun event for young children
and their families has grown in popularity.
Besides the egg hunt on the grounds out-
side, the community centre will have fun
activities for children. Angels Childcare of
Thorndale are sponsoring and managing
an Easter craft activity.

There will also be face painting and
Laughing Goat Yoga Studio will be there
with a couple of little goats for children to
pet. Members of the Thorndale Optimist
Club will be serving and selling breakfast
sandwiches and drinks.

I Love Thorndale is a sponsor for this
event and to ensure there are enough eggs
and treats for all the children participating,
parents are strongly encouraged to register
their children from toddlers to elementary
school age for the egg hunt for either the
9 a.m. or 10 a.m. time slot at https://www.
ilovethorndale.ca/event/easter-egg-hunt/.

By Sarah Smith

An enthusiastic group of triv-
ia lovers gathered on Saturday
March 2 in the Fellowship Hall
at Thorndale United Church for
our bi-annual Trivia Night.

The night included a wide range
of trivia questions, lots of laughs,
snacks and a late meal. Thank
you to local business Thorndale
Ace Hardware, which contrib-
uted towards our prize. We are
thankful to our church congre-
gation for the generous dona-
tions of food and door prizes.

This year, total profits of $1,245
went to the Harvest Bowl. We
also received a donated quilt
which raised $350 towards our
overall donation. The quilt went
home with a very happy trivia
goer.

If you like trivia or just want to
have a good time with friends,
come join the fun! Save the date
for our next Trivia Night on Sat-
urday Nov. 2 at 7:30 p.m.

Call 519-609-6132 or email tick-
ets@tzuc.ca to reserve tickets.
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FROM THE GARDEN Planting for summer blooms

By Nancy Abra
Once March arrives and the
weather warms, we gardeners
get excited for the upcoming
gardening season. Many of
us are itching to start plant-
ing. Besides starting some

seeds, how about starting
some summer bulbs for the
garden?

When someone mentions
bulbs, often thoughts go to
bulbs planted in the fall for
spring blooms, but there are
many bulbs that provide co-
lour and interest for our sum-
mer gardens as well. As many
of these summer bulbs are
tropical in origin, they can be
directly planted in gardens
and containers once the risk
of frost is past. They can also
be started in pots now to get
established before setting out
in the garden once the weath-
er and soil is warmer.

Summer blooming bulbs

come in different forms - true
bulbs, corms, tubers and rhi-
zomes. These underground
plant structures have unique
characteristics and each
serve as a storage organ for
new plant growth. Depending
on its origin, some of these
can overwinter in the gar-
dens while others need to be
dug up in the fall and over-
wintered indoors in a cool,
dry, dark place.

The structure of a true bulb
is layered like an onion. The
outer layer is papery and the
inner layers contain nutri-
ent-filled leaves. Once plant-
ed, the growth shoots emerge
from the top while roots grow
from the bottom. A lily is a
very popular summer bulb
and can be left to overwinter
in the garden. But other sum-
mer bulbs such as gladiolus
and pineapple lily need to be
dug up in the fall and stored
for next years planting.

Corms are swollen, solid stem
bases without distinct layers.
New growth sprouts out of the
corms, developing into above
ground plant parts. Some ex-
amples of summer-flowering
corms are anemone, freesia,
crocosmia and elephant ears.
After being stored over win-
ter, they will look dried out

and can be soaked for three
to four hours in room-tem-
perature water to plumb be-
fore planting.

Tubers are thick underground
stems or roots that store the
plant’s nutrients. They have
buds or eyes from which new
shoots grow. Dahlia, alstro-
emeria, tuberous begonia and
calla lily are examples of tu-
bers. These won't overwinter
in the garden and should be
dug up in the fall and stored
in a cool, dry place indoors.

Rhizomes are swollen stems
of nutrients that grow hori-
zontally in the ground. They
have buds along their length
from which new plants
sprout. Some common sum-
mer bloomers are bearded
iris and peony which over-
winter in our gardens. How-
ever, canna, another plant
grown from rhizomes, should
be dug up in the fall to store
for next year’s garden.

Summer blooming bulbs,
corms and tubers are avail-
able for sale now at most gar-
den centers. True lilies are
sometimes also sold for fall
planting. To get a jump start
on the growing season, bulbs
can be potted up to a month
or two before moving them
outdoors. They can be plant-
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McGinny Photography

mcginnyphotography@gmail.com
Phone: 226-456-4364
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Anemone (pictured) are summer-flowering corms that, before
planting, should be soaked for three to four hours in room-tem-
perature water after being stored over winter. Photo by Nancy Abra

ed in larger containers or
transplanted into the garden
when temperatures are warm
and the risk of frost is past.
The success of these sum-
mer bloomers will depend on
the correct site conditions for
each variety, taking into con-
sideration light, temperature

Affordable, friendly service

Call or text Stewart Grant
at 519-868-1290
Or email stew@granthaven.com

and soil. Some summer bulbs,
corms such as alstroemeria,
caladium, calla lily, canna and
tuberous begonia, are also
available as nursery-grown
plants at your favourite gar-
den centre, which can be di-
rectly planted in the garden
or decorative containers.
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HOSTING

By V] Knutson

I can never stress enough what a difference volun-
teers make. There are so many events in the works,
either started or planned, that could not happen
without the creative, energetic minds behind them.
Thank you all.

After many weeks of planning and meetings, we
held our first English as a Second Language sup-
port class in Stratford last Saturday at the Falstaff
Family Centre. Volunteer teacher Tanya Golub is
Ukrainian with degrees in English and Chinese.
She kept participants engaged for three hours with
me prying them away for a break midway.

Tea, coffee, juice, and snacks were provided by
Vicky, and Svitlana Smalglii helped with registra-
tion and organization. Students from DCVI volun-
teered to provide childcare and Kiri-Lyn, a volun-
teer from Stratford, joined us for support. Thanks
to Henry from the Falstaff Centre, everything was
set up and ready for us when we arrived.

Though the classes are held in the same building
that houses the Multicultural Association of Huron
Perth, I would just like to be clear that this program
is a grassroots effort and not funded or co-orga-
nized with that organization.

The first of six swims happened Sunday thanks to
the Cook-Rees Memorial Fund for Water Search
and Safety. This event is open to all newcomers to
Canada and their hosts. The next swim is Sunday,
March 24 from 4:15-5:15 p.m. Preregistration is re-
quired.

March marks the birth and death of one of Ukraine’s
beloved poets, T.G.Shevchenko (1814-1861). Lesia
is planning a recital of Shevchenko’s poems in En-
glish and Ukrainian. Local children will present the
poems as a tribute to a man whose words are even
more relevant in today’s war-torn climate. All will

Wow, things are happening

o

Anya Bila and Rayan Golub at English as a Second
Language class in Stratford. Photo by VJ Knutson

be welcome. Contact me for further information or
check on St. Marys Life for details.

Save the date for Saturday, March 30 as we plan a
Ukrainian-Canadian Easter celebration.

I am thrilled to announce another new business
coming to town. Vira Spivak shares her story in her

own words.

“A little about my bakery background. In Ukraine, I
pursued my passion for baking by going to college
for a three-year program, achieving a diploma as
a technologist of bakery and pasta products. Upon
graduating, I landed a job at a warehouse working
in the kitchen, managing a staff of nine and prepar-
ing the meals for 560 workers.

I learned many things about running an efficient
and positive workplace environment. At the same
time, I enrolled in and completed a confectionary
course. After eight years, I accepted a job at a chil-
dren’s school, providing nutritional, balanced meals
that were kid approved. Later on, I learned about
the benefits of sourdough bread, which inspired
me to take a sourdough-bread baking course. My
future looked very promising until war struck my
beloved Ukraine. Thinking of our safety, Vlad and I
decided to come to Canada and have been blessed
by the hospitality of the people of St. Marys.

Now I prepare to start my own bakery. I plan on
offering gluten-free products for those who seek
such an alternative. I have been working hard at
creating new recipes that will appeal to all. Having
trained in food handling, I am now ready to begin.
All I need is a location for baking and then I'll be
open for business.”

I can attest to Vira’s baking prowess. Her glu-
ten-free bread is heavenly. She is looking for a
kitchen to prepare her baked goods, which will be
sold through local retailers and not directly to cus-
tomers.

I think that’s it for now.
Until next time.

(Please contact me at english.knutson@gmail.com
if you have a question or would like to help out.)
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GOT A PROJECT IN MIND FOR 2024?
CALL US TO GET STARTED
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www.luckhardtlandworks.com
ST. MARYS, ONTARIO

K §

Dear Arborist,

creek. Is this our

Sincerely,
Concerned

Dear Concerned,

The tree in our backyard
fell into the municipal

responsibility, or will the
township clean it up?

Without knowing the exact
location of the waterway,

it is difficult to determine
responsibility. Normally,
you would talk to the
Municipality and then

follow up with whichever
Conservation Authority is
in charge of the area.

If they are unable to rectify
the situation, we are always
happy to help.

Sincerely
The Arborist

Joel Hackett is a certified
Arborist residing in the

St. Marys area. Currently,
he spends most of the year
running Joel’s Tree Service.
For contact call 519 272
5742 or email jtsquote@
gmail.com
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TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEK

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is
pleased to be the sponsor of the

PET OF THE WEEK

March is National Tick
Awareness Month
Tips to Protect your Pet!
*Administer Vet approved Tick control

Our pet of the week is Tweety, a six
]uliet Mills (6) year old female Budgie. Tweety loves oroducts

to do somersaults on her perches

) ] ] and give kisses to her human family.
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that She can also say a few words.

appears in the paper gets a FREE Proud owners are Greg Luyten and 500 Water Street Soufh_St. Marys
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner! Charlanne Russell. www.stmarysvetclinic.com

*Avoid tall grass and leaf litter
*Daily tick check and removal
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OH THE PLACES WE LL GO Where to find great wine and a warm welcome

By Paul Knowles

It's mid-March and we can't
wait to turn off the TV, get
out of our family rooms and
do something just a tad ad-
venturous. We want to head
for the great outdoors, but the
great outdoors has not put
out its welcome mat just yet.

What to do? Well, there is one
day-trip activity that is pretty
terrific year round. Why not
head to the Niagara Region
and experience the tastes,
the atmosphere and the in-
vitation to relaxation at some
Ontario wineries? Of course,
if you opt not to head out this
week or next, these wineries
will be ready to welcome you
warmly all year long.

Right now, I am told, there
are over 100 wineries in the
Niagara Region. That’s a lot.
And because I write about
wineries from time to time,
and also organize a winery
coach tour for 30 good friends
once a year, I often get asked
about my favourites.

That’s a long list, but I will
say I try to avoid the big, in-
dustrial wineries - although
some do make really good
wine. I just find the experi-
ence of visiting or touring

most of these big boys very
impersonal and I prefer a
small winery where they are
really glad to see you, will
offer you great tastings and
are happy to tell you all about
their wines, their wineries,
and their history.

Of the 100 wineries on the
entire Niagara Peninsula,
there are perhaps 20 that I
really enjoy visiting. I won't
list them all here, but I will
mention a few that aren’t my
main focus today You will
never go wrong dropping in at
Fielding, Palatine Hills, Ridge
Road, Flat Rock, Vienni, Big
Head, or Megalomaniac.

But today, let’s visit just two.
Both were included in the
wine tour I led last fall and
both treated our group like
royalty. I'm talking about Sue-
Ann Staff Estate Winery near
Jordan, and Ridgepoint Wines
near Vineland. TheyTe ac-
tually only 10 minutes apart
and close to several of the
other wineries I mentioned
earlier. So, there’s your day-
trip itinerary signed, sealed
and delivered.

One of the many things I love
about both of these wineries
is the complete lack of pre-
tention. Let’s face it; when
it comes to wine, there is no
lack of wine snobs. And there
are Niagara wineries which
fit right into that category.

But at Sue-Ann Staff Win-
ery, the person in the shop
or greeting you on the lawn
may well be Sue-Ann herself
if she is not busy among the
vats since she is the wine-
maker of all the wines that
carry her name. And her

work has been highly recog-
nized. Sue-Ann has won over
450 national and interna-
tional wine awards, and she
has been named Winemaker
of the Year in Ontario and,
internationally, one of four
Women in Wine.

And at Ridgepoint, you may
have trouble identifying
co-owner Mauro Scarsellone
because he’s the guy in the
muddy, torn jeans driving the
tractor.

They may be equally unpre-
tentious, but Sue-Ann’s and
Mauro’s roots in the wine
business are quite different.
The Staff family has owned
the land that is home to the
winery for 200 years. They
have grown grapes there for
125 years. So, Sue-Ann has
inherited her award-winning
winemaking skills honestly.
She’s a fifth-generation grape
grower.

Ridgepoint is not nearly that
old. It was founded by Mauro
and his sister, Anna Gottardo,
in 1995. The winemaking his-
tory they brought to the en-
deavor had its roots in Italy -
their parents came to Canada
from that country. And their
heritage is evident in their
unique wines, produced with
old-world wine techniques
like Appassimento and Ri-
passo. They love working
with unusual varieties like
Nebbiolo and Corvina.

Ridgepoint also offers anoth-
er great reason to visit the
winery - their dining room,
where the owners’ Italian
heritage meats the great mar-
ket-gardening traditions of
the Niagara Peninsula.

Award-winning winemaker Sue-Ann Staff, who makes great wine
on her family's historic estate. Photo courtesy of Sue-Ann Staff

I enjoy almost all the wines at
both of these vineyards. But
most of all, I think I enjoy the
atmosphere, which is the po-
lar opposite of wine snobbery.

At Sue-Ann Staff, our group
sat around tables on the lawn
in front of the house that now
holds the shop and enjoyed
a tasting that featured equal
parts wine and wit from our
hostess.

At Ridgepoint, we tasted wine
after wine and then were told
if there was anything else we
might like, just ask. Amazing!

Both wineries feature many
of the varieties of wine you
would expect in Niagara, but
they also each have some
special bottles. At Ridgepoint,
I really enjoy their White Cab
(with a white taxi on the la-
bel) - a white wine made
unexpectedly from cabernet

sauvignon with a distinctive
peachy flavor.

Our wine-loving group fell
in love with Sue-Ann Staff’s
collection of Fancy Farm Girl
wines.

But frankly, all the wines
are good at both these small,
family-owned wineries. The
tastes are terrific, the wel-
come is warm and, believe
me, when you spend some
time with Sue-Ann or Mauro,
you will thank me.

A nice bottle of Nebbiolo
would be appropriate.

Paul Knowles is an author and
travel writer, and President
of the Travel Media Associ-
ation of Canada. To contact
Paul about travel, his books, or
speaking engagements, email
pknowles@golden.net.

Rldgepomt Winery is the home of amazing, Italian-style wines and is another fam-
ily-run business. Photo courtesy of Ridgepoint Winery

Sue-Ann Staff Winery. Photo by Paul Knowles

A happy group of wine lovers enjoy the ambiance and the flavours of a tasting at
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The Goads lend a helping Hearn's opens for the
season

On Saturday March 9, St. Marys Foodland and Your Independent Grocer held an
Easter Food Drive at their stores for anyone that wanted to donate. Pictured from
left, Melanie, Carson and Steve Goad volunteered their time collecting donations
of money and food from our very giving community. On the right is Raelyn Mar-
shall, family service worker for the Salvation Army. Nancy Bickell photo

Despite the rainy weather, Hearns opened on Saturday to the delight of ice cream
lovers. Liam Sheldon is enjoying his first cone of the season.

Investing In clean ,_'fjf::;

steel jobs for greener

manufacturing. a5

Ontario’s clean steel projects are like taking
two million cars off the road while creating
thousands of jobs.

It's
happening
here.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario
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Straight from the Shelves

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

Join us on Thursday, March 21 at 7 p.m. in the
Friendship Centre for the Author Talk with Loghan
Paylor in which Loghan will discuss their debut
novel, The Cure for Drowning, a groundbreaking
Canadian historical novel that puts queer and
non-binary individuals front and centre. Copies of
the book will be available to purchase courtesy of
Betty’s Bookshop. Register for this free program at
tinyurl.com/SMPL-Bookings.

This Week’s Recommendation

Everything changed the day Irish Canadian Kath-
leen (Kit) McNair was brought back to life by their
mother’s Celtic magic after drowning in an icy riv-
er at the age of 10. Feeling most at home in boy’s
clothes, Kit struggles to fit in until April 1939 and
the arrival of the understanding Rebekah, a Ger-
man Canadian who moves to Kit’s town in southern
Ontario. What ensues is a love triangle between
Kit, Rebekah and Kit's older brother, Landon, a
fraught situation further complicated by the ar-
rival of war. Told through the compelling voices
of Kit (later known as Christopher) and Rebekah,
The Cure for Drowning is an evocative novel that

THE WEEK'AHEAD

McDonald’s St. Marys

SPONSORED BY: TS

mcponmas  Founding and Forever partner of
Ronald McDonald House

Crier on Page 5
St. Marys Library events - See Page 29
Friday, March 15

- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog/sausage lunch at
Noon

- Woodstock Home Show at Woodstock Fairgrounds -
3to 8 pm

- AN.AF. meat draw - 6 pm
Saturday, March 16

- Woodstock Home Show at Woodstock Fairgrounds -
9amto 6 pm

- McCully’s Maple Syrup Festival - 10 am to 2 pm
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw - 5 pm
Sunday, March 17

- McCully's Maple Syrup Festival - 10 am to 2 pm

- Woodstock Home Show at Woodstock Fairgrounds -
10amto 5 pm

Monday, March 18

- Friends of the St. Marys Museum annual general
meeting at the Museum -7 pm

Wednesday, March 20

- Ministerial Association lenton lunch & worship
service at St. Marys United Church -12:10 pm

- Community housing consultation at the PRC - 5to 8
pm

sheds light on queer experiences during a dark
time in history. Place a hold on Loghan Paylor’s
The Cure for Drowning today.

Up This Week

Friday, March 15: Tech Petting Zoo (drop-in, 10:30
a.m.to 5 p.m.)

Saturday, March 16: Open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday, March 18: Trivia Night at Gilly’s Pub-
house” (7 p.m.)

Tuesday, March 19: Writing Club* - Ages 10-17
(6-7 p.m.), Writing Club* — Ages 18+ (7-8 p.m.)

Wednesday, March 20: EarlyON Play and Read
(9:30-10:30 a.m.), Mahjong Intro (1-2 p.m., 6-6:30
p.m.), Mahjong! (2-4 p.m., 6:30-8 p.m.)

Thursday, March 21: Scrabble (6-8 p.m.), Author
Talk with Loghan Paylor*~ (7 p.m.)

*Registration Required
AHeld at Gilly’s Pubhouse (17 Water St., St. Marys)

~Held at the Friendship Centre (317 James St., St.
Marys)

Are You A Newcomer
To The St. Marys Area?

The friends of the library has a FREE Welcome
Package for you to pick up at the library!

* Recreation Info * Gifts + MORE * Local Services

* Health & Wellness * Maps + Coupons _—

St. Marys Public Library, 15 Church St. 519-284-3346

llJ TZ Z GMM

Have you suffered the loss
of someone dear to you?

St. James Anglican Church in St. Marys

will be offering their next program of
“Journey Through Grief” in the coming
weeks: In small group sessions of up to 8
people, we, 'cqrhpassi'onately facilitate

dISCUSSI ns é-b'out your grlefjourney over =

By AMY CUBBERLEY

French immersion

25 years ago (1999)

The Dunny’s Petites A ringette team is off to the pro-
vincial championships in Whitby next week. Good
luck to coach Shirley Patterson and company.

The Avon Maitland School Board is moving forward
with its plans to implement French immersion begin-
ning with a Grade 1 entry. The board has named three
schools for French immersion: Bedford Public School,
Grey Central Public School and Huron Centennial
Public School.

An unnamed band made a lot of noise with its first
appearance on stage at the Youth Talent Show Fri-
day night. Members of the band include Josh Doherty,
Matt Greene, Andrew Tapley and Mike VandenHoven.

50 years ago (1974)

The gas shutoff for one day in January cost the local
P.U.C. a fair bundle. Increased use of electric ovens to
provide home heat played with the peak-load period,
thus drastically increasing the cost of power from On-
tario Hydro on that particular day.

A rather unusual incident was reported as a result
of the ice conditions over the weekend. A helicopter
with heavy ice on the blade landed in the field behind
the former McKillop Wholesale on Queen Street West,
remaining on the parking lot from Friday afternoon
until the noon hour on Saturday. The identity of the
owner of the craft has not been established.

Rev. Vernon Tozer has been named the new minister
of the St. Marys Presbyterian Church. He is coming to
St. Marys from Pictou, N.S. He has two children ages
6 and 8.

75 years ago (1949)

Local coal dealer Art Francis, who had his hands bad-
ly injured some weeks ago, has been back at work in
his office this week.

A member of the local police force picked a most-in-
appropriate period in council-board proceedings
to thrust his head and shoulders through the coun-
cil-chamber doorway on Monday night. Just when the
chief of the force was giving a very intimate review of
the shortcomings of certain police officials, this local
copper opened the door to suggest that the chief meet
someone who wanted something. The way the chief
reacted made it plain to all present that such intru-
sions of this sanctum of council was definitely not the
thing for a budding police officer to do.

100 years ago (1924)

The formal opening of the addition to Central School
will take place Friday, March 14 at 8 p.m. At 3 p.m., a
concert will be given by the children of the school,
to which parents and the general public are cordially
invited. In the evening, a suitable program will also
be given.

A regular air service to connect Sweden and England
will be inaugurated shortly. Six hours is the time re-
quired for the journey, which ordinarily takes two
days by boat.

Farmers are directed to look up the St. Marys Hard-
ware advertisement where sap pails, spiles and other
sugar-making equipment is described.
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BUSI N Ess DI RECTO RY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER
PHERSON'S

BurBERS

o

e

YVOUR ST. MARYS (6N,
BAKE TRIR

108 QUEEN ST. E
macphersonsbarbershop.ca
226~661~0222

FINID 'S AND IMHYK
ONLINE @ { ¥

COMPUTERS

519-949-9494

bscsltd@protonmail.com

BILL SCHNEIDER

COMPUTER SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

485 James St S, St Marys
IM" wre. Email: mec@quadro.net
L Ph: 519-349-2256

General Contracting - Design-Build (A-CAD)
Renovations - Additions - Doors & Windows & More!

Jonathan
& James
Construction Inc.

5875 Line 26, Fullarton, On NOK 1HO

519-949-3107

Construction Management
General Contracting

info@jandjconst.com
www.jandjconst.com

DISPOSAL

Robson
Scrap Metal

Open 8 to 4:30
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206211 Carling St.
St. Marys

A BRlAMOND
5 OIsrPOSAL

BIN RENTAL OR FULL JUNK REMOVAL

519-284-2221

www.diamonddisposal.ca
info@diamonddisposal.ca

EAVESTROUGH
A\
EAVES ROUCH

519-701-8838

eavestrough@sure-seal.ca

Seamless Eavestrough
Steel and Aluminum
Gutter Guard - Heavy Built
Fascia « Soffit - Trim Banding
More

ELECTRICAL

P » P g
TForMaN 'FLECTRIC LTD.

RESIDENTIAL » COMMERCIAL
BACK-UP GENERATOR SYSTEMS

Work with someone
you know you can frust!

519.264.0833
St. Marys

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL,
INDUSTRIAL & AGRICUFLTURAL

[O) Contact Us Today or Visit Us Ouline [[]
519=-301-8411 = stonetownelectric.ca

\ /

¥

168 SPA

## Nails & Waxing
‘Y"/” Acrylic/Gel
a.:_ _1.‘__- Shellac

Manicure

Pedicure

Phone 226-661-4168
104 Queen $t.E. St. Marys, On. N4X 1A3

Mongay - Friday 9:30am - Spm, Saturday 9:30am - 1pm, Closad Sunday

* Mobile Auto Detailing
* Residential Cleaning
e Commercial Cleaning

www.boscocleaningservices.ca

519-697-2376 | 519-694-2079

WINDOW CLEANING
S6

PROFESSIONAL WINDQW CLEANING

JARED GOWAN | HEATHER GOWAN

919-854-5254

jaredsqueeks@live.ca / www.squeeksclean.com

S\ AMIE
SHACEKELETON

AMIE SHACKLETON

Mortgoga Agaent

G19.949.1226
amla@amieshacklaton.com
www.amiashacklaton.com

oy T et 202 -l"'-*-':’.-:- !

PLUMBING

CUBBERLEY
Planbing, Heating & Rir Condilienisg
5T MARYS
518-348-2420
Dennice fasem durn Pamilly fs FPosrs diwee FF79

NEED A PLUMBER?

Call Joel Drinkwalter

* Water treatment installation and repairs * Softeners
* Iron Filters * Reverse Osmosis Units * Plumbing
Repairs * Bathroom Renovations

Cell: 226-880-0501 * Office: 519-284-4217

INSURANCE

St Marys Insurand i Inie

Offering Insurance Services for:

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL,
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS,
TRANSPORTATION & MORE!

Give us a call today!

47 Water Street S. - St. Marys ON - 519-284-1900
inquiries@stmarysinsurance.ca

e
».'rnrri !
Sl

,._._._q_' _4_
22b=Z688
T e e e e

150 ol

e \ TR T ARTISAN
; by Faooecr
i hou r badgeartars l |1 o/

ththe sad pevemames

Available now:
Ladies jockey briefs, buttons, gutermann
thread, DMC embroidery floss, and more.
Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm
83 Queen St E St. Marys, ON

Artisan (_rafters Market

MORTGAGE REAL ESTATE

>

LUCIE STEPHENS

SHLES REPRESENTATIVE

919-703-0333

RESMAX 82t

SoLD !

SELECT REALTY INC., BROKERAGE

163 Queen St. E
OFFICE: 519-284-4646 A peakselecrealty@gmail.com

Kiley Humphries 226-236-6260 - Sales
Representative

Kristine Tanner 519-274-4098 - Broker

Home & Company

BEAL BETATE

Toni McLean Sales Representative

5|9—274-|I20 Direct
245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

LIST WITH CHRIS!

o
e ROYAL LEPAGE
— (11

“_ Chris Evans, Broker

Hiller Realty Brokerage
100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101
listwithchris@wightman.ca

/' Eric Miller
RMobile Mot gope Speciolish
209215248
ericmilkengiebe com

Mortgage advice
for your new home.

Liz Yundt, REALTOR, Coldwell Banker -
Exemplary Service GUARANTEED!
| will always do my absolute best for YOU - | am per-
sistent, hard-working, honest, enthusiastic, tenacious,
and most importantly, thorough! | will listen to your
needs and strive to meet your goals.
Please consider me as your passionate real estate sales

representative for you, my most important client!

519.272.9017
lizyundt.realtor@gmail.com

SEAMSTRESS

Stonetown Alterations

Professional Seamstress

Ingrid Voermans
www.stonetownalterations.ca
stonetownalterations@gmail.com

519-703-2007

SKIPPY:

PIZ2Z2A
519-284-1864
Mondays CLOSED Friday and Saturday 11-10

Tuesday to Thursdays 11-9 Sundays 3-8

118 QUEEN STREET, ST. MARYS

WATER TREATMENT

medinas#ft
"ﬂ'&,m WETER TREATHLR o

Sales - Service - Rentals
Call Dave at
519 349 2040 Waterite

Better Ways For Senjors Lid.

ot | (519) 868-3021

PERSONAL CHONCE i

The services you maed
B2 you 530 keap lving

[ TSR e ————

I yOUr Omm B | Bttty o S somy
oot as long i pomaibsiel 7] e

CLEANING

Spotless Cleaning Plus

Office & Residential
St. Marys and Surrounding Area

Sheila Leblanc
519-630-2665

spotless@writeme.com

¥ |
=Ty, Call or email for an
xil appointment today
b

TREE SERVICE

JOEL'S TREE SERVICE
9198-272-5742

www.joelstreeservice.com

N
3 em,gva‘ls,'
Fertilizing

EPOXY

EPOXY CONCRETE

COATINGS
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HELP WANTED

Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Wanted

$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues,
Rock, Pop, Fold, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For
more information: Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St.
Stratford/ 226-972-5750

Wanted

A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes.
Phone 519-284-3774

Wanted to buy

All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.
Are you downsizing or need an estate clean out? We can
help.

Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

Local Lawn Cutting
Prefer larger lawns. Insured, reliable service, fair prices.
Call 519-933-8636

Wanted

| will pay cash for antiques and collectibles.

Coca Cola, Pepsi or any pop company.

Brewery items - Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc.

Old radios and gramophones, wristwatches, pocket watches,
old fruit jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans and
signs - Red Indian, Supertest etc. Any small furniture.

If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact me -
519-570-6920.

S&\‘;\ﬁo“d Police Sery;,
: e

SERVING SINCE 1854

Stratford Police Service

We currently have openings for the following position:

PART TIME SPECIAL
CONSTABLE

Please refer to the City of Stratford website at
www.stratford.ca for details of the duties for this
position, minimum qualifications, and application
submission process.

Application forms will be available on the
Stratford Police Service website under the
“Careers” link.

Completed application packages for this Part
Time Special Constable position will be accepted
until March 26, 2024.

Please mail or deliver completed applications to
Stratford Police Service, 17 George Street West,
Stratford, ON N5A 1AG6.

We thank all applicants for their interest; however
only those selected for testing will be contacted.

Job came after she retired and assumed the duties of

For Rent

St Marys furnished 2nd floor bedroom in a private 3 bedroom,
2 1/2 bathroom home.

-female non smoker, prefer long tern

-share 4 piece bathroom with a long term female tenant
-included are linens, kitchen privileges, basement freezer
space, washer and dryer, utilities, off street winter parking,
small dog in home (hypo allergenic)

$775/ month, 1st and last 519-284-1718

1.14 Descartes 8. Leviathan
2.The Missouri 5. Kelly (Vaughan, ON)
River Clarkson 9. 180

3. Nitrogen 6. Four 10. The Dragon
4. René 7. Inland Taipan

SUDOKU ANSWERS

113]1412|5]|16|9]|8]7
215897 |3|4]|6]1
7169|1483 ]2]5
6(9(7|8[3|5|2]|1]4
3(2|5]14]19|1]|6]|7]|8
4(8|1]16]2|7]5]|3]9
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SHOP

LOCAL.
SAVE
LOCAL .«

Support the local
businesses that keep
your community and its

newspapers thriving.

OBITUARY

Al

Sheila Margaret Rosemary
Arthur (nee Kittmer) of Blan-
shard township, passed away
at Stratford Rotary Hospice
on March 7, 2024, in her 77th

1 a'--"'-"-
’ % Yyear.
¢ é__ M Wife of William (Bil) Arthur

A
' \ = married for 55 years, mother
of Jonathan (Bee), Andrea
) )\ Martin (Rick), Jessica, and
Kathryn (Sean). Grandmother
of Alicia (David), Melanie (Hunter) and Abby Martin,
Rory and Graeme Arthur. Sister of Colin (Nancy) Kitt-
mer, Charles (Linda) Kittmer, sister-in-law to Shirley
Arthur (Bill Critchley), Marvin (Pauline) Arthur. Prede-
ceased by her parents Jessie and Andy Kittmer and
sister-in-law Marilyn Arthur.

Sheila graduated with her diploma in nursing from

St. Joeseph’s Hospital School of Nursing (London) in
1967. Her nursing career began at St. Marys Memori-
al Hospital where for 20 years she worked as a regis-
tered nurse in the operating room, the emergency de-
partment and as evening supervisor before moving on
to Director of Resident Care both at Hillside Nursing
home and later Kingsway Lodge. Her most rewarding

spoiling her grandkids.

Family was of utmost importance to Sheila and during
the multitude of family celebrations if you didn’t find
her baking up a storm in the kitchen you would find
her behind the camera capturing the memories for
everyone. In retirement, Sheila and Bill enjoyed many
trips to explore the Island of Bermuda, even taking the
entire family with them on 2 occasions.

Cremation has taken place. A celebration of life will
be held at a later date. In lieu of flowers, donations of
sympathy can be made to Rotary Hospice Stratford
Perth. Online condolences at www.hodgesfuneral-
home.ca.

CO RRECTI O N s There was an error

printed in the story, "St. Marys' Express Sign Products
building new warehouse at James Street South and
Highway 7," in the March 7 edition of the St. Marys
Independent. The story indicates the new warehouse
will have 300 square feet of space for Express Sign
Products to rent out to other businesses, however it
will actually include 3,300 square feet for rentals. The
Independent regrets any confusion this may have
caused.

LOCAL MATTERS.

Remember that time when Amazon
sponsored your church fundraiser?

Remember when Facebook bought a case of
Girl Guide cookies to support your daughter?

Remember when Google provided free pizza
to your child’s soccer team when they won the
championship?

Neither do we!
Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.
They need our support, now more than ever.

{ cHampioN
© THE TRUTH,
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36TH ANNIVERSARY

ASA

ACETTLAALICYLA, AL CHLATID-ALLLA M TRSLETE LIRS BY m—

EAY HE

SALE STARTS THURSDAY!
VALID MARCH 14 - 20, 2024

ASA 81mg, 120 Tablets
ELimit of 2 per customer

ENTER TO WIN®

$300 GOCO fuel
gift certificate

1of5
$100 prizes of
St. Marys Money

$200 DUNNY'S N
gift certificate

[ ]

DUNNY'S

5 SOURCE

FOR SPORTS’

SAVWY home
12 Roll Bathroom Tissue - 2-ply
#Limit of 2 per customer

Redeemable at 40+ 1
locations in St. Marys!

ALL IN STOCK

PRODUCTS
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| Omega-3 Supplement

ALL IN STOCK
o JR e
WATKIN

EN-'ED"E“." FOREBODY & HBJ..

PERSONAL CARE PRODUCTS
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Systane Omega-3 Supplement, 60 Liquid Gels
From all of us at Hubbard Pharmacy #Limitof2 per customer

@25E
thank you for your continued R PharmaChoice Visit us on: @.”%

support St. Marys! 155 QUEEN STREET EAST, ST MARYS ON | PHONE 519 284 1380
e i Z)’" ’{p i E NECES: :.- BALLOTS. AVAILABLE IN STORE. MU ARS OF AGE TO ENTER. CUSTOMERS OPTING FOR DELIVERY OR CURE. SIDE PICKUP MAY
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