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By Galen Simmons

St. Marys’ community outreach work-
er assisted 109 residents last year and 
continued to develop a collaborative 
approach to providing outreach ser-
vices to the town’s most vulnerable.

At the July 23 St. Marys council meet-
ing, outreach worker Brittany Petrie 

presented a report outlining her work 
from April 1, 2023, to March 31, 2024. 
The community outreach worker is 
a full-time position within the town 
dedicated to meeting and supporting 
community members of St. Marys by 
providing outreach services to opti-
mize social determinants of health. 

By Galen Simmons

Though she’s gone, St. Marys’ Sheila Greason’s im-
pact on Perth South Christian camp Camp Bimini 
won’t soon be forgotten.

On Aug. 5, dozens of Greason’s friends and mem-
bers of her Camp Bimini family gathered at the 
camp’s lower parking lot to dedicate a tree in her 
memory after she passed away unexpectedly at the 
age of 81 on Sept. 20, 2023.

“Today we come with mixed emotions; sad that 
Sheila’s life has ended but glad there is eternal 
hope for Sheila and for all of us,” said camp coordi-
nator Carol Young. “ … This tree is planted for the 
glory of God, a reminder in life or in death, nothing 
can separate us from the love of God revealed in 
Jesus Christ. … May her memory live on in this tree 
and in each one of us who knew and loved her.”

Speaking ahead of the tree dedication, longtime 
friend and former Camp Bimini-Oxford Presbytery 
committee member and registrar Linda Bender said 
Greason’s time at Camp Bimini began in the early 
1980s, if not before then. Affectionately nicknamed 
Bubbles, Greason is remembered as the heart of 
Camp Bimini Oxford. Serving as camp coordina-
tor, she organized staff applications and training 
events, found camp cooks, scheduled meetings for 
the camp board and its subcommittees and worked 
at all of the camps on the Bimini property in the 
summers.

Bender, whose family donated the redpointe maple 
dedicated in Greason’ memory, said the tree was 
planted on June 9 and will feature flamboyant fall 
colours every year around the time that she passed.
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Camp Bimini 
friends remember 
Sheila Greason with 
tree dedication

Several cyclists ride through downtown St. Marys during the first day of the Ontario 
Summer Games triathlon hosted in St. Marys from Aug. 2-3. After swimming in the 
Quarry, the athletes biked through the downtown area and back, before completing 
their course by running the grounds of the Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame. The 
first day was dedicated to the team relay version of the triathlon, while the second 
day saw the individual competition. St. Marys Deputy Mayor Brogan Aylward and 
Perth-Wellington MPP Matthew Rae were on hand to help present the medals to the 
winning athletes. See more photos on page 20. Photo by Spencer Seymour

St. Marys hosts Ontario 
Summer Games triathlon

St. Marys community outreach worker 
assisted 109 residents last year
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“Sheila did love to have fun, which 
made her smile even more,” Bend-
er said, recalling stories of playing 
games every Saturday night as told 

by her close friends at Greason’s cel-
ebration of life last fall. “Her camp 
name, Bubbles, was so fitting. Kind, 
caring, giving and thoughtful, Sheila 
had a positive effect on many camp-
ers’ lives here at Bimini. She even had 

a gift for remembering their names. 
Sheila left this world a better place.”

After her formal remarks, Bender 
invited Greason’s friends, Shelly Bu-
chanan and Tammy Gooder to lead 
those present in the singing of a camp 

song, “The Magic Penny.”  

Following the dedication, those gath-
ered were invited to spread mulch and 
water the tree before heading over to 
the camp mess hall for refreshments 
and to share memories of Greason.

Camp Bimini friends remember Sheila Greason 
with tree dedication

Camp Bimini coordinator Carol Young leads those present in a prayer at a tree 
dedication in memory of St. Marys’ Sheila Greason. Photos by Galen Simmons

Longtime friend and former Camp Bimini-Oxford Presbytery committee member 
and registrar Linda Bender speaks at the tree-dedication ceremony for Sheila 
Greason.

Friends and her Camp Bimini family spread mulch and water a tree dedicated in 
memory of Sheila Greason Aug. 5. 
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This role is funded by the United Way 
Perth Huron and the City of Stratford 
until 2026 and, as part of the fund-
ing agreement with United Way Perth 
Huron, the town is required to track 
key performance indicators and re-
port on an annual basis.

“Overall, I supported 109 residents of 
St. Marys,” Petrie said. “This level of 
support very much differs. Some peo-
ple are ongoing case management 
which means I’m meeting with peo-
ple sometimes a couple times a week, 
sometimes monthly, and then there 
are other people just needing that 
short-term or interim support until 
they are connected to other resources 
or supports.”

Petrie told councillors she continued 
to foster partnerships and collabo-
ration among area service providers 
last year. By aligning with the Com-
munity Safety and Well-Being Plan 
for Stratford, St. Marys and Perth 
County, Petrie said she can effec-

tively communicate, collaborate and 
coordinate with community service 
providers. 

This collaborative approach has led 
to improved integration, reduced du-
plication of services and enhanced 
coordination among service provid-
ers. As a result, Petrie has played a 
vital role in facilitating wraparound 
services for vulnerable individuals 
within the community. By leverag-
ing existing service providers and 
resources, this approach has helped 
to address the diverse needs of the 
community.

“There are some challenges that have 
occurred as this position has devel-
oped,” Petrie said. “As the position 
has developed over time, people are 
getting to know about the position … 
and we’re kind of seeing more needs 
of the community and people reach-
ing out, which is wonderful, but there 
is only one full-time position at this 
point. So that is a challenge, espe-
cially during staff absence – so if I’m 

away – but there have been proactive 
strategies implemented which means 
utilizing the support from collabo-
rating agencies to provide additional 
support when needed upon absences 
or high caseload.”

Petrie said the Town of St. Marys 
took a significant step forward in 
recognizing and acknowledging the 
increase in homelessness locally by 
signing a memorandum-of-under-
standing agreement with the City of 
Stratford social services department 
earlier this year. This agreement for-
malizes and strengthens the collab-
oration among service providers in 
Perth County, providing wrap-around 
services to vulnerable locals experi-
encing homelessness. 

In her role, Petrie serves as an access 
point for people who are unsheltered 
and need services and support. She 
can support those she helps with 
collecting and completing required 
documentation needed to secure per-
manent housing. Another key compo-

nent of support offered through the 
outreach-worker role is homeless-
ness prevention by ensuring at-risk 
households are connected to existing 
housing services.  

Last year, Petrie also served on a 
number of local boards and commit-
tees including the St. Marys com-
munity wellness committee, the Hu-
ron-Perth Situation Table and the 
United Way’s St. Marys and area 
community committee among others. 
Petrie also helped facilitate a number 
of educational events and presenta-
tions including the town’s housing 
and homelessness consultation and 
a mental health and addictions 101 
session for town staff and council in 
partnership with the Centre for Ad-
diction and Mental Health. 

“We know that your workload is grow-
ing, unfortunately, but we’re very ap-
preciative of the work you’ve done to 
date,” St. Marys Mayor Al Strathdee 
said at the conclusion of Petrie’s pre-
sentation.

St. Marys community outreach worker assisted 109 
residents last year
Continued from page 1



St. Marys Independent 4 Thursday, August 8, 2024

 

 
Quote of the Week

“There's been so many before me that have led the way 
and inspired me to be where I am today. I really owe a 
lot back to that. I'm just proud of what I've been able to 
accomplish.”

- Triple gold medallist Summer McIntosh on her place 
in Canadian sports history.

EDITORIAL

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent.

Bravo Boo
We have 3 Bravos this week.

1) Bravo to everyone involved with 
making the town (downtown) look 
so beautiful.  The planters, flags, 
storefronts decorations, the flower 
beds along the river walk trails are 
outstanding.  St Marys Proud.

2) Bravo to Blaine Myers for walking 
us out of Joe's Diner with his um-
brella after our lunch in the pouring 
rain. What a sweet man and such a 
nice gesture!

3) Bravo to Brogan Aylward for not 
only being part of our town council, 
but also speaking up and making the 
voices heard of the younger popu-
lation who are going to be the next 
generation of this town. Thanks for 
standing up for the needs and val-
ues of the people who voted you in! 
Wonderful to see the vote we make 
actually can make a difference. Keep 
spreading your ideas, and make your 
voice heard.

We have 1 Boo this week.

1) Very tired of people using Little 
Falls Green Space as a "dog park", 
they let their dogs off leash and let 
them go to the bathroom and not 
clean up after.  These are soccer 
fields and back yards.
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Wow - last place 

in this year’s men’s 

100m final was 

faster than Carl 

Lewis’ gold in 1988.
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By Galen Simmons

As much as I love the fact that my girl-
friend and I found a house to rent well 
within our budget, there are some things 
about this house I don’t love quite as much.

The house we’re living in is over 100 years 
old. According to my insurance agent, it 
was built in 1911, though our landlord says 
it’s at least several decades older than that. 
While it has been maintained through the 
decades, there are some much-needed up-
grades that would solve a few of our prob-
lems.

First of all, the basement hasn’t changed 
since the house was built and I don’t think 
anyone’s ever been down there with a vac-
uum. It’s unfinished, it’s only half height, 
there are spiders and other bugs living 
in the ceiling, the concrete floor gets wet 
when it rains and I hate going down there. 
That last point isn’t so much a feature of 
the basement as it is a warning that if I 
ever go missing, you’ll probably find me 
unconscious under a pile of boxes down 
there.

Though I try to spend as little time in the 
basement as possible, that – as it usually 
is – is where the fuse box is located. We 
have one of those old-style fuse boxes and 
the last person who lived in this house (or 
maybe the one before them or the one be-
fore them) made sure every fuse was la-
belled incorrectly. So, last week when my 
TV and internet went out, I had the joy of 
testing every fuse in the box. Then, when 
our air fryer went out, I had to do it all 
again because I didn’t relabel the fuses 
and forgot which one went where (that 
one’s on me, I’ll admit it).

Finally, when I thought I had gotten ev-
erything right again, I realized the fuse 
for our fibre-internet equipment in the 
basement, which is also where we have 
our sump pump plugged in, was also not 
working and I couldn’t for the life of me 
figure out how to fix it. So, after hooking 

up an extension cord, calling in my inter-
net-service technician to help me actually 
find the fibre equipment and then having 
my landlord come figure out why it wasn’t 
working, we now have everything back up 
and running the way it should. 

My landlord and his handyman suggested 
we not run so many appliances off each 
circuit, but with only a scant number of 
electrical outlets in each room and no cen-
tral air in the summer, that’s not really an 
option right now.

We also have mice living in our walls. 
They’ve chewed through some of our food 
in the basement, they’ve chewed through 
food in the kitchen cupboard, my girlfriend 
saw one run across the kitchen floor one 
morning and they seem to be wise to our 
attempts to trap them. My cat, Ziggy, is no 
help – she’s old and her mousing days are 
long behind her – but my girlfriend’s dog, 
Phoebe, certainly likes to bark at them in 
the walls. Maybe she’ll step up and become 
the mouser this house needs.

This house is also in desperate need of a 
water softener. While my landlord is un-
relenting in his opinion that purchasing 
one would be too expensive, we live in 
Stratford where the water is notoriously 
hard. Since we moved in, our dishes, pots, 
pans, glasses and everything else we put 
through the dishwasher have developed a 
hard, calcified layer, and we’ve just about 
resorted to washing everything by hand – 
something I’d hoped I wouldn’t have to do 
after living without a dishwasher my en-
tire adult life.

While these challenges haven’t been ideal, 
I know there are many who don’t have ac-
cess to or can’t afford the kind of housing 
we have, so I am grateful to have a roof that 
doesn’t leak over my head and four walls 
to keep the elements out. Someday, we will 
look for a home that checks off all the box-
es, but for now, we’ll just have to live with 
what we have, and I’m ok with that.

The challenges of living in an 
old house

One of the cyclists 

in the Triathlon 

was clocked at 

93 km/hr coming 

down the Queen 

Street hill.
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ST. MARYS LIBRARY SUMMER BBQ

Join the St. Marys Public Library for their
end of summer BBQ celebration! Enjoy
prizes, food, music, balloon animals and
face painting. Sponsored by the Friends
of the Library.
townofstmarys.com/library or 519-284-3346

SHOWER PROGRAM

QUARRY RESIDENT SEASON PASS

SUMMER IN ST. MARYS PASSPORT

We want to show appreciation to all the
local loyal swimmers this season with a
Resident Season Pass! Prices vary
depending on date of purchase and are
pro-rated according to remaining time in
the Quarry season.

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private,

secure and accessible for individuals of
all abilities.

Visit at least 6 of the 10 passport sites to
receive stamps. Return your completed

passport to the St. Marys Museum by
September 6 to be entered into a draw to

win $100 in St. Marys Money!
museum@town.stmarys.on.ca or 519-284-3556 

townofstmarys.com/quarry or 519-284-3090

Thursdays, 9 AM - 1 PM | Pyramid Centre 

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

Start your morning exploring all that
Wildwood Conservation Authority has to
offer and enjoy some EarlyON activities.

Bring a picnic lunch!

 Fridays in July and August, 9 - 11 AM | 
Wildwood Conservation Authority 

July 1 - August 30

August 14, 4 - 7 PM | Queen St. entrance 

COMMUNITY

By Galen Simmons

Perth County will scrap its $10,000 Cultivat-
ing Opportunity Grant program and instead 
direct those funds to support a Perth County 
Paramedic Service initiative to replace and 
enhance publicly available automatic exter-
nal defibrillators (AEDs) across the county.

At the county’s July 4 meeting, councillors 
asked staff to bring back a report on the vi-
ability of the Cultivating Opportunity Grant 
program, which supports charitable and 
non-profit organizations in the county with 
programs and services that benefit county 
residents, to determine whether the grant 
program could be scrapped to help lessen 
the tax burden on county ratepayers in light 
of the jaw-dropping 12.31-per-cent 2024 tax 
levy increase approved by council earlier 
this year.

“The overall feedback for the Cultivating 
Opportunity Grant program has been posi-
tive (and it) showcases council’s community 
support within the county,” said county clerk 
and manager of legislative services Tyler 
Sager at council’s Aug. 1 meeting, noting 
county staff in the communications, finance 
and legislative services departments spend 
a combined 32 hours each year to adminis-
ter the program. 

“ … We looked at eight different (neigh-
bouring) municipalities, of which six had 
community grants. Those grant (programs) 
ranged between $750 to $100,000. … Over-
all, the program has functioned fairly well 
since the refresh (in 2022).”

While Sager noted previously the program 
had seen an uptick in the average number 
of applications each year from 2.6 between 
2018 and 2022 and 7.5 for 2023 and 2024, 
and he said staff recommended maintaining 
the program, Coun. Todd Kasenberg point-
ed out the majority of the community grant 
programs offered in neighbouring and near-
by municipalities were not geared toward 
supporting charities and non-profits similar 
to Perth County’s program. Instead, those 
programs are aimed at enhancing economic 
development and supporting businesses in 
their respective municipalities or counties.

“I fundamentally have a concern about a 
grant program that sort of picks some win-
ners among various community entities and 
projects and organizations for taking var-
ious sorts of community development ac-
tions,” Kasenberg said. “ … In most of those 
cases, it there are people in the community 
who want to see those things happen, they 

will donate to the cause, they will contribute 
hours to that cause. So, I’m one who is not 
enamoured with continuing the Cultivating 
Opportunity program.”

Though Coun. Hugh McDermid reiterated 
his talking points from the previous meet-
ing around the need to reduce the annu-
al budget impact on ratepayers as the cost 
of living continues to increase, Coun. Dean 
Trentowsky instead suggested council re-
allocate the annual $10,000 budget for the 
grant program to Perth County Paramedic 
Service’s Public Access Defibrillation (PAD) 
program. At that same July 4 council meet-
ing, councillors learned that PAD’s goals are 
to streamline and ensure consistent service 
delivery to the public, enhance accessibility 
of AEDs and ensure AEDs in public places 
comply with provincial requirements and 
best practices. 

“When I asked the question, ‘How much 
does one AED, brand new, typically cost,’ 
(paramedic service deputy chief of program 
development Chris Keyser) said around 
$2,500,” Trentowsky said. “To me, it seems 
like the perfect opportunity to allocate the 
$10,000 that we normally put toward the 
community grant program … towards AED 
purchase. Ten-thousand dollars would pur-
chase four new AEDs. That would be one 
new AED for each of the lower tiers.”

“What we’re speaking about is replacement 
of AEDs that are existing in the community,” 
added paramedic service chief Mike Adair. 
“ … Some of those (AEDs) were funded by 
the county, some were by donations and now 
we’re at the point where those need to be 
replaced. … What we’re talking about to-
day would certainly be helpful to replace 
those particular AEDs. That’s not to say that 
we wouldn’t want to expand AEDs in our 
communities to create safer and healthier 
communities so we have opportunities to 
respond to these emergencies … and every 
year we can save lives. But (we would apply 
this funding) to replacement AEDs.”

While council ultimately voted both to scrap 
the Cultivating Opportunity Grant program 
and reallocate that funding to the PAD pro-
gram, Coun. Jerry Smith noted his opposi-
tion to scrapping the grant program in the 
first place, suggesting $10,000 is just 0.005 
per cent of the county’s annual budget and 
would make little-to-no difference for rate-
payers. Ultimately, Smith said he was in fa-
vour of reallocating the funding towards re-
placing public AEDs.  

Perth County council 
eliminates Cultivating 
Opportunity Grant 
program; directs funds 
toward public AEDs

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES 
IN THE INDEPENDENT
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1. A specific 
technique that 
writers use to 
convey a deeper 
meaning is known 
as what?

2. Who fought in the 
heavyweight Fight 
of the Century 
(1971)?

3. Who invented the radio?

4. The Dutch farmers' protests in the 
Netherlands have been ongoing since?

5. A triathlon includes what 3 sports?

6. True or false. Stairs always turned 
clockwise in medieval castles.

7. What does a metronome do?

8. What was Malcom X primarily known as?

9. How many balls are in Newton's cradle?

10.  What does IP address stand for?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 or 

info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our senior of the week is Lorna 
Parkinson, who was born in England 
in 1944 and came to Canada aboard 

the Queen Mary in 1946. She worked at 
the Memorial Hospital from 1989 until 
retiring in 2009. Widowed seven years 
ago, Lorna has a daughter in Mitchell 
and two wonderful grandkids. Lorna 

loves painting, sewing, and volunteering 
at the art gallery.

McCully's carries hardwood smoker pellets locally produced by Gildale Farms.   
The 40 lb bags come in four blends - Apple, Cherry, Hickory and Competition 
blend.   Don't forget to check out our freezers for McCully's Black Angus beef, 

farm raised pork and chicken and locally raised bison and lamb.  

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Open Daily 10 - 5    Saturdays 9 - 5

McCullyʼs carries locally produced, four wood blend BBQ smoker pellets. Check out 
our selection of ready-made meals. We offer a wide variety of meat pies and soups, 
along with baked beans, chili, shepard's pie, pulled pork and beef stew. Don't forget 
to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, maple butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

McCully's Makes Meal Prep Fast 
& Simple

10% off all McCully's BBQ Sauce

Store Hours for August

BBQ Season 

Sweet Corn is now available at McCully's and at the Arden Farms produce 
stand south of Uniondale. We also have local beans, new potatoes, hot house 

bell peppers, cucumbers and tomatoes, as well as nectarines, plums, Sheldon's 
blueberries and raspberries and Niagara peaches. Call McCully's to order 

pickling cucumbers and beets.

Summer Produce at McCully's

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N4X 1A6  
Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

www.samshomehardware.com 

www.homehardware.ca

Savings available 
August 1 - August 14, 2024

2 WEEKS OF 
SAVINGS!

By Connor Luczka, Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Although 10 organizations in the Huron Perth and 
Area Ontario Health Team (HPA-OHT) recently were 
accredited under one umbrella, there is still more that 
can be done, according to the team. 

There are a total of 46 member organizations in the 
team that may be included in future accreditation cy-
cles.  

"As we review the accreditation report, updated stan-
dards and complete self-assessments and surveys, we 
will continue to identify areas for continuous improve-
ment," said Kim Van Wyk, HPA-OHT’s project coordi-
nator, in a recent media release. "Our goal is to provide 
support and knowledge sharing among our member 
organizations, ultimately enhancing the quality of care 
for our community." 

The accreditation milestone is the first of its kind in 
Canada, where multiple organizations that are sep-
arately governed have come together under the um-
brella of accreditation, setting a new standard for inte-
grated health-care delivery.

Accreditation Canada is a national body that sets 
health and social-services standards, assessing orga-
nizations against those standards to help them contin-
uously improve the quality of their care. 

The recent joint accreditation process started in 2019, 
according to the Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance’s 
(HPHA) website, with the participation of the HPHA 
and six health-care partners. 

Ten organizations were a part of the successful accred-
itation that just occurred: Alzheimer Society Huron 
Perth, Clinton Family Health Team, Community Liv-
ing North Perth, Huron Health System, Huron Perth 
Healthcare Alliance, Knollcrest Lodge, Listowel-Wing-
ham and Area Family Health Team, ONE CARE Home 

and Community Support Services, West Perth Village 
and Huron Perth and Area Ontario Health Team.

Starting in 2024, the collaborative will transition to a 
four-year continuous accreditation cycle, focusing on 
ongoing quality improvement and integration of safety 
practices into everyday operations.

They will be focused on: 

• Implementing the equity, inclusion, diversity and 
anti-racism plan created in 2024 to provide educa-
tion to governors and staff;

• Aligning governance processes and policies across 
organizations; 

• Expanding the collaborative to include more HPA-
OHT member organizations; and

• Developing OHT-level emergency and disaster 
planning by engaging with municipal and county 
planning initiatives.

Accredited health-care organizations 
look to future expansion 

RASPBERRIES AND 
BLUEBERRIES 

ARE BOTH READY
OPEN 9 AM – 5 PM MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

CALL FOR DAILY PICKING CONDITIONS 519-283-6025
OR CHECK OUR WEBSITE SHELDONBERRIES.COM
276347 27TH LINE, LAKESIDE ON
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By St. Marys Independent staff

Perth-Wellington MPP Matthew 
Rae was at Knollcrest Lodge in Mil-
verton last week to announce local 
long-term-care homes will receive 
$132,898 through the Province of On-
tario’s Local Priorities Fund. 

This funding will help residents with 
complex needs like dementia and 
bariatric care receive care in the right 
place.

“Our seniors helped build our local 
communities and this province, our 
government will ensure we take care 
of them in their golden years,” Rae 
said in a press release. “This funding 
will allow our rural long-term-care 
homes to continue supporting our 
seniors as they age and receive the 
care they need when they need it and 
where they need it.”

In Stratford, Spruce Lodge Home for 
the Aged will receive $12,650 and 
Hillside Manor will receive $3,398, 
while Kingsway Lodge Nursing Home 
in St. Marys will receive $63,174. 
Knollcrest Lodge in Perth East will 
also receive $53,676.

"The team at Knollcrest Lodge is 
thrilled about the opportunities these 
funds present,” said Denise Bedard, 
CEO of Knollcrest Lodge, in the press 
release. “They will play a crucial role 
in our vision to develop and imple-
ment a Small House Alternate Level 
of Care Model in the near future."

"We extend our heartfelt thanks to the 
Ministry of Long-Term Care for their 
continued support and investment in 
our community," added Chuck Meyer, 
vice chair of the board of directors at 
Knollcrest Lodge. "This funding un-
derscores the dedication of our staff, 
the trust of our residents and their 
families, and the collaborative efforts 

of all involved in providing excep-
tional long-term care."

The Local Priorities Fund will help 
long-term-care homes purchase 
items such as IV equipment, bariat-
rics equipment, bed support, blad-
der scanners and ECGs. The funding 
even goes towards important every-
day things like slip-proof floor mats, 
wraparound bed rails and grab bars.

Launched in 2022, the Local Priorities 
Fund invested $20 million in 2022-
2023 to help long-term-care homes 
purchase specialized equipment and 
train staff to provide more specialized 
care.

“Our government is continuing to 
take action to ensure long-term-care 
residents across Ontario get the right 
care in the right place,” said Minister 
of Long-Term Care Natalia Kusen-
dova-Bashta in the release. “This 
funding will expand specialized staff-
ing, equipment and other services at 
homes across the province so long-
term-care residents with complex 
needs can connect to the care they 
need when and where they need it.”

“Through the Local Priorities Fund, 
our government is continuing to en-
sure that Ontarians at every stage of 
life have access to the care and sup-
port they need when they need it,” 
said Deputy Premier and Minister of 
Health Sylvia Jones in the press re-
lease. “This investment builds on the 
historic work our government is do-
ing to provide people with the right 
care in settings most convenient to 
them, whether in their community or 
in their home.”

This funding builds on last year’s an-
nouncement of over $80,000 for local 
long-term-care homes through the 
Local Priorities Fund.

Local long-term-care homes 
receive nearly $133,000 in 
provincial funding

Perth-Wellington MPP Matthew Rae was at Knollcrest Lodge in Milverton last week 
to announce $132,898 in funding through the province’s Local Priorities Fund for 
long-term-care homes in Stratford, St. Marys and Milverton. Contributed photo

COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY
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Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan & Dr. Reem Amayem

ACCEPTING CANADIAN DENTAL CARE 
PLAN EARLY JULY 2024

OFFERING ORTHODONTICS,TRADITIONAL BRACES AND INVISALIGN
for patients and general public interested, first consultation will be free, referrals not necessary

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later appointment times three days per week.

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

3089 London  5 x 7  “EASY”  1-877-404-4246

Easy is always 
on hand.

Get your FREE Menu 

1-877-404-4246 
HeartToHomeMeals.ca

Open your freezer to many easy meals  
made especially for seniors, delivered for free*.

*Some conditions may apply.

Locally owned by  
Paul and Linda Knight 

We accept  
the Veterans 

allowance.

By Galen Simmons

A nearly four-year project aimed at 
modernizing the Perth County Para-
medic Service fleet with power-load 
systems and power stretchers is al-
most complete after Perth County 
council approved the purchase of the 
final three power stretchers.

Paramedic service deputy chief 
Tristan Barter presented a report on 
the purchase of three Stryker Power-
Pro stretchers to county councillors 
at their regular meeting Aug. 1. The 
purchase marks the end of a project 
that started in 2020 aimed at improv-
ing both patient outcomes and safety 
for front-line paramedics.

“In 2020, paramedic services started 
a modernization of our fleet which 
included a power-load unit, which 

went into the back of the ambulance, 
and power-load stretchers to aid in 
the movement of patients in trans-
port,” Barter said. “ … This investment 
modernizes our fleet and demon-
strates our dedication to leveraging 
cutting-edge technology to improve 
emergency medical services in our 
community.”

The Stryker PowerPRO stretcher, 
when integrated with the Stryker 
PowerLoad system, represents a sig-
nificant advancement in patient-han-
dling and ambulance-safety tech-
nology, Barter wrote in his report to 
council. The power stretcher is de-
signed to enhance operational effi-
ciency and patient-care delivery by 
using powered assistance for lifting 
and loading, thereby reducing the 
physical strain on paramedics during 

transfers. This technology ensures 
smoother and more controlled move-
ments of patients, minimizing the risk 
of musculoskeletal injuries among 
health-care providers. 

The integration with the PowerLoad 
system further enhances these ben-
efits by automating the ambulance 
loading and unloading process. This 
system uses a battery powered lift to 
safely and effortlessly load stretch-
ers into the ambulance, reducing the 
potential for mishandling or drops 
during transfer. The PowerLoad sys-
tem not only enhances patient safe-
ty but also reduces the time required 
for loading and unloading, enabling 
paramedics to focus more on patient 
care rather than manual handling 
tasks.

While the purchase of the final three 

stretchers was budgeted for in the 
county’s 2024 capital budget at an es-
timated cost of $72,000, Barter told 
councillors that cost had increased by 
just over $8,000 to a little more than 
$80,000 – preferred pricing secured 
through a purchasing agreement be-
tween the manufacturer and Medavie 
Health Services, the organization that 
operates Perth County’s paramedic 
service.

Perth County Paramedic Service Chief 
Mike Adair told councillors funds to 
cover the additional cost will be tak-
en from the county’s capital medical 
equipment reserve.

The Perth County Paramedic Service 
currently has 11 ambulances in its 
fleet, all of which are or will soon be 
equipped with the power stretchers 
and power-load systems.

Perth County council approves purchase of three power 
stretchers, completing paramedic-fleet-modernization project

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 
GRANTHAVEN.COM
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By Gary West

With the wettest spring that many 
crop farmers have experienced in 
many years and a planting season that 
was more than stressful, that same 
stress was also felt at a local church 
Camp in southern Perth County re-
cently.

Everyone dealt with the major flood-
ing in whatever way they could, and 
leaders and campers at Camp Bimini 
south of Stratford should be given full 
marks in dealing with a high-water 
situation.

Farmers in the area said over five 
inches of rain fell in a short time and 
creeks and rivers overflowed.

With the stream at the back of the 

camp no different, campers couldn’t 
get to their cabins and Plan B was 
their only option.

Camp coordinator Carol Young and 
her leaders organized and bused 
campers to the auditorium at Grace 
United Church in Tavistock and, with 
sleeping bags in hand, slept overnight 
after being fed with help from church 
volunteers from the kitchen, and had 
a good night’s sleep.

By mid morning the next day, water 
had receded enough to let the camp-
ers back to their cabins and the mess 
hall on higher ground, up the hill, was 
again ready for the week of camp.

Camp Bimini deals with recent flooding quickly

Quick action by coordinator Carol Young, who is also youth leader at Grace Unit-
ed Church in Tavistock, saw the Bimini campers bed down for the night, safe and 
sound, in the church’s auditorium once it looked like their cabins would be flooded 
by a torrential rain.

A look at the water that flooded from the local creek on the western edge of Camp 
Bimini, south of Stratford on Embro Road, following five inches of torrential rain. 
Photos by Gary West

 A homemade thank-you note was sent to Grace United Church from young Bimini 
campers, thankful to the church for sheltering them in the auditorium after the 
rains came and flooded their cabins at the summer camp.

Ask the Arborist
By Joel Hackett  |  519 272 5742 |  jtsquote@gmail.com

Dear Arborist,

Can a tree drown? I have 
three blue Spruce, and the 
area has been so wet this 
year. They seem to be dying.

Sincerly

Spruce troubles....

-----------------------------

Dear Spruce Troubles,

Yes, trees can drown. 
Especially trees that have 
been planted in the last 5 
years. Standing water for 
a week or longer is often 
enough to suffocate the root 
system. Standing water, in 

general, intermittently can 
cause mold or root rot.

It’s important to have 
adequate drainage, 
especially this year with all 
the rain that we have been 
getting.

Sincerely

The Arborist

Joel Hackett is a certified 
Arborist residing in the 
St. Marys area. Currently, 
he spends most of the year 
running Joel’s Tree Service. 
For contact call 519 272 5742 
or email jtsquote@gmail.com
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By Britton Theurer 

If we are lucky, trees spend a long 
time in one place. Like Tolkien’s Ents, 
we are acquainted with stillness and 
patience, enjoying the stately ele-
gance that grows more visible with 
each new ring around our expanding 
girth.

This is a brief account of my unusual 
journey from a whirling seed to 30-
foot sentinel to my final incarnation 
as Eugen-Florin Zamfirescu’s sculpt-
ed vision of a time- and space-bend-
ing Warp Drive. 

After settling into the soil at the cor-
ner of Jones and Church, I grew tall 
and strong from over one hundred 
years of feeling the various effects of 
the summer’s rain and sun, and win-
ter’s frigid wind and snow. I devel-
oped a complex root system and an 
underground fungal network which 
supported me with nutrition, news 
and a rich social network of neighbor-
ing trees and plants. 

Although I felt the rumble of cars 
and heavy machinery as houses and 
roads were built and maintained, I 
was enjoying my life and didn’t mind 
the slight incursions from the vibrant 
community of people, dogs, squirrels, 
birds and insects which added to my 
distinct appearance.

Suddenly last fall, I felt the sharp, 
painful invasion of a chainsaw sev-
ering my upper branches, limbs and 
finally my trunk because it was said 
I was too fat and obstructed the view 
of some drivers. Even my roots were 
ground into wood chips and sawdust! 

But luckily the portions of my trunk 
that were still whole were carried by 
bulldozer up the hill and dumped on 
three separate yards because of the 
intervention of an artist who saw po-
tential in my dismembered body.

At one location, on Jones Street be-
tween James and King, I was jabbed, 
rolled and turned, and lay through 
the cold winter decorated as a Yule 
log with two stone frogs on my back 
before learning that in the warm 
weather, I would be sculpted into a 
work of art!  

In May, a tripod with block and tackle 
was rigged up over me and I was un-
ceremoniously lifted onto five large 
rocks!

The sculptor, Eugen-Florin Zamfires-
cu, then employed more chainsaws, 
hammers, chisels and various copper 
tubing and brass vacuum fixtures to 
turn me into something with the dra-
matic potential of bringing historical-
ly focused St. Marys into a community 
capable of experiencing faster-than-
light travel! 

According to Britton Theurer, the 
musician/composer/sponsor of this 
project, the lines, angles, and layers 
highlighted by copper and brass give 
me rhythm, motion, and a complexity 
that might even be musical. This kind 
of music and motion is an internal 
response – a personal rhythmic reso-
nance to this visual experience. 

My new form invites you to walk 
around me and consider each new 
perspective’s impact on the unfolding, 
continually evolving visual image. My 

huge mass and weight, via the artist’s 
imagination, seems to defy gravity 
and take flight.  

Theurer thinks that my metamorpho-
sis may be something truly unique – 
an original and monumental achieve-
ment in sculpture!

But I leave that for you to judge. Lots 
of folks have been stopping on their 
walks, trying to imagine what I have 
become. I am told that eventually a 
special sign with a QR code will link 
me to more information about my 
transformation and the artist respon-
sible for my new life.  

I have to say I am thankful that I can 
live on as a “Warp Drive,” hopefully 
for at least as long as I did as a tree. I 
am also relieved that the other parts 
of my trunk have landed on other 
lawns along Jones Street and will also 
become part of Florin’s series that 
imagines machines that will someday 
defy the limits of time, distance and 
even the speed of light.

For more on Eugen-Florin Zamfires-
cu, the creator of “Warp Drive,” as 
well as details on the sculptures, his 
art and gallery, please visit www.ar-
tofideasgallery.com.

From Helicopter Seed to Warp Drive: New 
Metamorphic outdoor sculptures in St. Marys

Once a 30-foot tree at the corner of Jones and Church streets, the trunk of this tree 
now makes up St. Marys artist Eugen-Florin Zamfirescu’s sculpture, “Warp Drive.” 
Photo by Eugen-Florin Zamfirescu/Art of Ideas Gallery

Every angle you look at it, “Warp Drive” by artist Eugen-Florin Zamfirescu offers a 
new perspective. Photo by Eugen-Florin Zamfirescu/Art of Ideas Gallery

Check out “Warp Drive” on Jones Street between Jones and Kings streets. Photo 
by Eugen-Florin Zamfirescu/Art of Ideas Gallery
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By James Giles, edited by Alice Rixson

A  portrait can be a  painting,  photo-
graph,  sculpture or similar artistic 
representation of a person in which 
the face is always the focal point. It 
can also capture the perception or the 
personification of someone. Portraits 
can also grasp a particular mood of 
the subject or how the individual 
wishes to be identified.

History’s first portraits are attributed 
to artists of the ancient Egyptian cul-
ture beginning about 2,700 BCE. Sole-
ly dedicated to deceased pharaohs 
and their divinities, these paintings 
were not rendered to be viewed by 
the living but instead were intended 
for the spiritual world. At that time in 
antiquity a painted, sculpted or drawn 
depiction was the only way to record 
the appearance of someone. 

Portrait painting is challenging. The 
artist requires not only talent and 
skill but also technical knowledge to 
convert three-dimensional images 
such as facial features onto a two-di-
mensional surface. A large caliber of 
proficiency is essential to mix colours 
to achieve natural skin tones and hair.

One of the most recognized portraits 
in the Western world is Leonardo da 
Vinci's Mona Lisa, a masterpiece he 
painted late in his life in the first de-
cade of the sixteenth century. Before 
the age of photography, portraiture 
was the common means by which to 
capture the likeness of someone. En-
gland’s Henry VIII commissioned a 
portrait of Anne of Cleves of Germany 
before his intention to make her his 
fourth wife. He was dissatisfied that 
the artist’s depiction didn’t accurate-
ly match his betrothed.  Although the 
wedding proceeded, the marriage was 
never consummated and the union 
annulled six months later.  

The first official portrait of King 

Charles III of the UK has drawn con-
troversy and criticism. The character-
ization of the monarch features a life-
like depiction of his face, set against 
a backdrop of abstract reds swirling, 
almost enveloping him. Some critics 
assert he appears to be “bathing in 
blood”. As an example of a portrait 
exemplifying more than simply the 
subject, the butterfly near the King’s 
shoulder is said to pay tributed to his 
passion for the environment. In the 
context of art history, a butterfly in a 
portrait often the symbol of metamor-
phosis and rebirth. Thus, it also paral-
lels the King’s transition from prince 
to monarch.

The National Portrait Gallery in Lon-
don England houses the world’s great-
est collection of more than 200,000 
portraits, including paintings, sculp-

ture, miniatures, drawings, prints and 
photographs spanning six centuries.  
Australia boasts the Archibald Prize, 
a portraiture art prize for painting, 
generally seen as the most presti-
gious portrait prize in Australia. Can-
ada has the Portrait Gallery of Cana-
da, described as “a new kind of muse-
um —one that collects and shares the 
stories of the individuals and commu-
nities that define Canada.“ Regretta-
bly, it’s only available online.  

After last year’s successful digital por-
traiture showcase, St. Marys Station 
Gallery is featuring a similar event 
– the portrait premiere exhibition of 
the works of local area artist Sylvie 
Verwaayen, a BealArt and Fanshawe 
Industrial Design graduate.

Verwaayen’s ability to draw peo-
ple helped to further her interest in 

creating portraits. “My two children 
where the first subjects. Later I creat-
ed portraits of other family members,” 
she recalls. She has researched the 
techniques of American John Sing-
er Sargent (1865-1925) and Dutch 
Ben Lustenhouwer (1971-present).  
Theirs are the styles that she is striv-
ing for.  

This exhibition is a culmination of 
40 years of work. “It is a show of por-
traiture in illustration, painting and 
sculpture. Some subjects are of peo-
ple I know and some are from roy-
alty-free reference photos available 
online,” says Verwaayen. Two recent 
portraits are the most personal so far. 
One is of Seana McKenna, a Stratford 
actress and director, the other is her 
high school art teacher, Bill Mead-
en. She met with them at either their 
home or hers, took photos in sittings 
and then created the portraits in her 
studio.

Verwaayen primarily applies acrylic 
paints on canvas but some pieces in 
her exhibition are also done by using 
media of coloured wax and oil pencils, 
markers and paint pens. “For me, it is 
the joy of experimentation that drives 
me forward in whatever medium I am 
working in. I have had commissioned 
work in the past where I have paint-
ed on outdoor brick, stone, wood and 
metal. No surface is out of reach and 
each is an adventure.” She adds that, 
“Each portrait in this exhibition has a 
story behind it and a joy in my heart 
in its making.” 

View Verwaayen’s portrait exhibit at 
St. Mary’s Gallery from Aug. 3 to Sept. 
14.  The Gallery is open Wednesday 
through Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Please send comments and proposed 
topics for Arts articles to - smindepen-
dentarts@gmail.com

A portrait is worth a thousand words

Sylvie Verwaayen arranging a portrait. Contributed photo

 Ph: 519-284-1302 | info@harrisgreigauto.com  
Hours: M-Th 8-5:30, Fri 8-5  |  402 Queen Street W., St. Marys, ON
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 Diagnostics       Alignments 
 Safeties       Tire Sales 
 Honest and Friendly Service

Students driving back to school?
Book a vehicle inspection before they leave home.
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By Connor Luczka, Local Journalism 
Initiative Reporter

As pointed out by many during a cel-
ebration of this year’s Emancipation 
Day, Canada’s involvement with the 
slave trade may not be well known by 
Canadians – but all the more reason 
why Emancipation Day is so import-
ant. 

On Aug. 1, representatives from the 
Multicultural Association of Perth 
Huron (MAPH) invited the commu-
nity to join them at the Falstaff Fam-
ily Centre to celebrate Emancipation 
Day, a day for Canadians to reflect on 
emancipation in this country and be-
yond.

Area residents gathered in the fam-
ily centre’s basement and shared re-
freshments and company. 

Nadine Williams, a Jamaican-Cana-
dian poet, artist and educator, among 
other vocations, joined the group via 
phone, thanking city councillor and 
MAPH founder Geza Wordofa for 
organizing the celebration. She read 
one of her poems, “Ase Ase,” about 
Emancipation Day, and unveiled one 
of the many quilts entitled The Fabric 
of Our Being she made for the Inter-
national Decade for People of African 
Descent.

The decade is from 2015 to 2024 and 
was declared by the United Nations 
to recognize that people of African 
descent represent a distinct group 
whose human rights must be promot-
ed and protected.

“The decade’s theme of recognition, 
development and justice is found run-
ning along the bottom,” Williams said. 
“And the country of Canada is covered 

in Ankara fabric, indicating that peo-
ple of African descent are tightly wo-
ven into Canada's fabric.”

According to Wordofa, the organiza-
tion will be keeping Williams’ quilt 
for one month and can be brought 
across the city as a teaching resource. 
He said they are privileged to be se-
lected to have this symbol in the com-
munity. 

Stratford Mayor Martin Ritsma spoke 
at the event. He said he thinks about 
Emancipation Day on a number of 
different levels.

“When I grew up as a young man in 
schools, we never ever heard about 

Emancipation Day,” Ritsma said. “That 
was something that happened south 
of the border, not in Canada. But there 
were times in Canada, before eman-
cipation, where government leaders 
actually had enslaved people.

“I think days like today bring some 
awareness that is needed and we 
have much work to do. … We're living 
in a world of racism, and that is the 
child of slavery.”

Omar Alshehri, founder of the Strat-
ford Mosque, shared his own experi-
ences with racism.

“When I came to Canada in 2009, I 
made a decision with myself that I will 

never feel difference. I will be part of 
the community,” Alshehri said. “So, if 
someone yells at me or someone kicks 
me from his store … I will treat it on 
an individual basis. So, I had a peace 
of mind and a beautiful life.”

Alshehri shared that one day he didn’t 
follow his own advice and was jogging 
in his neighbourhood in Waterloo 
when a woman came outside and told 
him to leave. He assumed she acted 
that way because he was Muslim, but 
her son came outside and explained 
he was an addict and she was worried 
that he was a drug dealer coming to 
sell him drugs. 

“Imagine if I just walked off with this 
idea in my mind,” Alshehri said. “It 
would have been toxic to me – I would 
feel (like) a stranger, outsider.”

He clarified he is not denying racism, 
rather is entreating people to inter-
pret what happens to them in a way 
that lets them live in peace.

Emancipation Day began in 2021 af-
ter the Canadian House of Commons 
voted unanimously to recognize the 
day in 1834 that the Slavery Abolition 
Act of 1833 came into effect across 
the British empire.

Each Aug. 1, Canadians are invited 
to reflect, educate and engage in the 
ongoing fight against anti-Black and 
anti-Indigenous racism and discrim-
ination as Canadians are not always 
aware that Black and Indigenous Peo-
ples were once enslaved on the land 
that would become Canada. 

But, as Wordofa said, it doesn’t always 
need to be on the first day of August. 

“We can celebrate every day,” Wordofa 
said.

“We can celebrate everyday”: Emancipation Day 
recognized by multicultural association

Area residents gathered at the Falstaff Family Centre in Stratford on Aug. 1 to 
celebrate Emancipation Day with a commemorative quilt made by Jamaican-Ca-
nadian poet, artist and educator Nadine Williams. Emancipation Day is a day for 
Canadians to reflect on emancipation in this country and beyond. Photos by Con-
nor Luczka

Geza Wordofa, Stratford city councillor and founder of the Multicultural Associa-
tion of Perth Huron (MAPH), phones Williams so she can share not only her story, 
but a wider perspective on Emancipation Day. MAPH organized a celebration for 
the day that evening. 

Stratford Mayor Martin Ritsma shared that growing up, his generation was taught 
that emancipation was something that was needed and done south of the border 
– but Canadians need to recognize this country’s involvement in slavery and rac-
ism, too.
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By Hilary Purvis

Complex and beguiling, India is a 
country unlike any other. Wondrous 
sights rich in romance and intrigue 
come alive in the Golden Triangle of 
Delhi, Agra and Jaipur.

New Delhi, India’s sprawling capital 
city, is colourful, confounding, and 
captivating. The broad boulevards 
were laid out early in the 20th centu-
ry after the British moved the capital 
of the Raj from Kolkata to New Del-
hi. Though the British are long gone, 
this area continues to house India’s 
government.

For centuries New Delhi was the cap-
ital of the Mughal Empire, so it hosts 
spectacular examples of Mughal 
architecture, including Humayun’s 
Tomb, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. The immense red sandstone 

marble tomb, commissioned by Em-
peror Humayun’s grief-stricken wife, 
will capture your heart.  Erected in 
1570, it was the first Mughal garden 
tomb in India and a model for the Taj 
Mahal and Birla House.

Delhi is also home to Raj Ghat, a 
black granite memorial to Mahatma 
Gandhi, the founder of modern In-
dia.

The Taj Mahal in Agra is one of the 
most famous buildings in the world 
with its white domes and minarets 
floating serenely above the reflecting 
pools. At sunset, the light bathes the 
white marble in a panoply of colours. 
It’s a monument to a love story be-
tween a great ruler, Shah Jahan, and 
a learned and powerful woman, his 
third wife Mumtaz Mahal. After she 
died giving birth to their 14th child, 
he gathered some 20,000 craftsmen 
to build her mausoleum endowing 
it with dazzling translucent marble 
carvings inlaid with precious and 
semiprecious stones. Step through 
the gate and into the symmetrical 
gardens, and experience one of the 
most beautiful places on earth.

Jaipur, the mesmerizing Pink City, is 
the capital of the state of Rajasthan. 
It was founded in the 18th century 
by Maharaja Jai Singh II and care-
fully planned out in a grid pattern. 

Jaipur is strewn with massive palac-
es and architectural projects. Jaipur 
is known for its art, and the bazaars 
are famous for their traditional Ra-
jasthani crafts:  jewelry, pottery, 
hand-printed textiles, and carpets.

Jantar Mantar is a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in Jaipur devoted to 
astronomy.  Each of the curious 
structures, called yantras, in this 
observatory without telescopes en-
abled court astronomers to study the 
heavens, measuring various celestial 
phenomena: eclipses, the position of 
stars, or the time of day. Some of the 
old instruments are still used by as-
trologers today to determine which 
days will be auspicious for weddings 
or other important events.

Visitors to India should visit Kolkata. 
The city is synonymous with the en-
during legacies of Mother Teresa and 
the colonial-era British Raj. Though 
teeming, Kolkata is home to pal-
aces and tenements, new develop-
ments and modern office buildings, 
grand hotels and parks. Its historic 
architecture reflects its status as the 
longtime administrative heart of the 
British Raj. The colonial buildings 
offer a blend of baroque and neo-
classical styles that say much about 
British colonial taste. But there are 
some surprises. The façade of the 
Kolkata High Court is a replica of 

the red and white city hall in Ypres, 
Belgium. The Victoria Memorial Mu-
seum, built as a tribute to Queen Vic-
toria, was partly inspired by the Taj 
Mahal.

Cruising the Ganges River, sacred to 
the Hindu religion, is the best way to 
glimpse life away from the big cities. 
About 40% of the population depend 
on the Ganges which runs from the 
Himalayas in Northern India to the 
Bay of Bengal and into Bangladesh.   
Along the river are many small towns 
and large cities, Hindu temples, reli-
gious centres, palaces, and historical 
monuments. In the Rajbari temple 
complex in Kalana you will find the 
Pratapeshwar Temple, which is em-
bellished with exceptional terra-cot-
ta carvings depicting myths and ritu-
als, as well as scenes of everyday life.

 Mayapur is the center of the inter-
national Hare Krishna movement 
and home to the new Temple of the 
Vedic Planetarium, still under con-
struction. The small towns are also 
a place to see metal craftsmen or 
watch a cricket game. 

A trip to India is life changing, and 
the memories will stay with you for-
ever.

Hilary Purvis is a travel consultant 
with Stonetown Travel in New Ham-
burg.

Beguiling India: Memories to Last a Lifetime

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
 TICO #50025796

www.stonetowntravel.comwww.stonetowntravel.com

13 Days13 Days
New Delhi to KolkataNew Delhi to Kolkata

Ganges Voyager IIGanges Voyager II
with Uniworldwith Uniworld

October 26-November 9 2025

GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY
HOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVEL

A cultural immersion unlike any other, this voyage brings you right to
the heart and the highlights of India. See the Taj Mahal by sunrise and

sunset, wander the Pink City of Jaipur, and so much more.
Contact us for more information.
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“The Business Built With Satisfied Customers”
Well known for

QUALITY FURNITURE 519-655-2431

                         Furniture of

Tavistock

66 Woodstock St. North, Tavistock
Monday – Friday 9 – 6 pm, Saturday 9-5 pm

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA TO STAY UPDATED!
FACEBOOK.COM/STMARYSINDY • TWITTER.COM/STMARYSINDY

WWW.STMARYSINDY.COM | INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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Lindsay Pickering
519-276-9959

www.lindsaypickering.ca
lindsaypickering22@gmail.com

The Independent Sports is brought to you by

St. Marys Independent SPORTS

Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS: We offer early morning appointment 
times, and have later appointment times three days per week.

ACCEPTING CANADIAN DENTAL CARE PLAN 
EARLY JULY 2024

Baking ✶ Produce ✶ Breakfast 
Preserves ✶ Youth boothsThe St. Marys Farmers’ Market

Blueberries  
and peaches

Saturday, Aug. 10 | 8 a.m. to noon
Milt Dunnell Field “The Flats”

Cell: 519-274-3690  |  Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Specializing in Heritage 
Renovation, installing brick & 

stone on custom homes as well 
as specializing in laying thin 

stone for fireplace installation.

By Spencer Seymour

Between back-and-forth goal 
scoring, a sudden mid-game 
resurgence, and a game-win-
ning goal with just seconds to 
spare, there was no shortage 
of drama during the U16 Boys 
Tier Three St. Marys Storm 
4-3 win on July 30 over the 
Whitecaps from London.

Still reeling from the mad-
ness he and everyone had just 
watched, head coach Richard 
Farmer explained how his 
team found their footing once 
they finally got on the score-
sheet.

“Our first goal started to 
change the momentum for 
us,” Farmer told the Inde-
pendent. "It seemed to make 
them say, ‘You know what? 
I think we want to win this 
game.’ But man, with how that 
game ended, I thought my 
heart was going to explode."

The team’s first goal, which 
Farmer felt began turning 
the tides in St. Marys’ favour, 
didn’t come until well into the 
second half of the game when 
the Storm found themselves 
trailing 2-0. Before that point, 
the head coach felt his team 
was struggling to generate a 
high-intensity attack.

“For a large chunk of the 
game, I thought London was 
the better team. I was not 
very happy with my players 
after the first half because 
we were sluggish, just kick-
ing the ball and hoping we 

could run onto it, which is not 
what we've been working on 
in practice. We've been work-
ing on trying to move the ball 
around a bit more.”

According to Farmer, part of 
the reason for this less-than-
stellar first half was the team 
still getting accustomed to a 
new tactical approach that it 
didn’t have much opportu-
nity to hone coming into the 
match against the Whitecaps.

“We changed formation a 
couple of weeks ago, but be-
cause of the weather recently 
and guys being on holidays, I 
haven't had a good practice 
with the whole team in that 
time, so we're still trying to 
learn the positioning. There’s 
no doubt this team has a lot 
of fight in them.”

Farmer highlighted fellow 
coach Karen Brinke as help-
ing the team find their stride 

within their new formation as 
the game went along.

“Our positioning was much 
better overall by midway 
through the second half and 
we started moving the ball 
around a bit better. They were 
starting to be a bit quicker 
and more confident in those 
passes and then we finally 
started getting shots on net.

“I give Karen credit for 
this because she was really 
watching players and catch-
ing instances of being out of 
position, so I would sub them 
off and she would have a 
conversation about their po-
sitioning,” added Farmer. “I 
think that one-on-one was a 
bit more successful in getting 
everyone eventually to follow 
through a bit better on what 
they needed to do.”

After trailing by two goals in 
the second half, Griffin Ball, 
Macklin Hern and Matteo Na-
politano scored three straight 
for St. Marys to resurrect the 
Storm and put them up by a 
goal with just minutes left to 
play. However, it seemed the 
game was destined to end in 
a draw when the Whitecaps 
tied it at three apiece with 
barely any time remaining.

Then magic struck. With mere 
seconds before the referee 
blew the final whistle, Na-
than McKeen found himself 
all alone close to the box and 
booted home the game-win-
ning goal, which left even 
the head coach at a loss for 
words.

“That last goal,” Farmer said, 
before holding up his arms in 
stunned silence, unable to find 
the words for the last-second 
heroics. “I don’t know how 
you print a shocked gesture 
and a facial expression, but I 
was just speechless.”

U16-BT3 Storm win wild game over Whitecaps

Griffin Ball gets engulfed by his teammates in celebration of his goal during the U16 Boys Tier 
Three St. Marys Storm game. After being down 2-0 after the first half, the Storm came back to life 
and won 4-3, with the game-winning goal by Nathan McKeen with just seconds left to play. Photo 
by Spencer Seymour
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TENDER DEADLINE:    6:00 pm September 11th, 2024

TERMS OF SALE:           $50,000.00 DEPOSIT | CASH OFFERS ONLY
                                             Property being sold “ AS IS” 

CLOSING DATE:             October 11, 2024

Photos and Virtual House Tour visit:  www.shackletons.ca

n

Brent Shackleton 
Broker of Record / Auctioneer
Cell : 519 - 275 - 0762  
Office: 519-271-2646
Email: brent@shackletons.ca

For Full Terms of Sale, Tender Package 
& viewing appointment call:

FOR SALE BY TENDER
4811 WHALEN LINE, 

LUCAN-BIDDULPH TOWNSHIP
75 Acre Farm located north of London and west of St. Marys. 
Approximately 65 workable Acres of productive Huron clay 
loam. Balance of land consists of woodlot, beautifully 
landscaped lot, and well maintained 3-bedroom home, a 3300 
square foot garage with an 1800 square foot drive shed.

Valcke helps Canada win Bronze

Pictured is Mia Valcke, who played a starring role in Team Canada’s bronze medal 
victory at the Women’s Baseball World Cup in Thunder Bay on Aug. 3. After go-
ing five-for-five and recording three RBIs in a 9-8 extra-innings win over Chinese 
Taipei, the shortstop once again came up big for her country in the bronze med-
al game, scoring the winning run in Canada’s 4-2 victory over Mexico to secure 
the Bronze. Her strong performance also earned Valcke a selection to the tourna-
ment’s All-World Team. Valcke’s family moved to St. Marys in December of 2000, 
where they lived for 19 years. The Independent will have more on Valcke’s win and 
experience at the World Cup in an upcoming edition. Contributed photo

Bugler, McLellan win Open Pairs 
Lawn Bowling tournament

Pictured from left to right are Larry McLelland and JoAnne Bugler, who came 
away as the winners of the Parks Lawn Bowling Open Pairs tournament held on 
Aug. 4 at the local greens. The tournament was close to full and was generously 
sponsored by Little Caesars and Hubbard Pharmacy. Leigh and Paula Folliott 
finished in second place, while Murray Bennewies and Susan Macaulay took 
third. Garret Fisher and Jim Smith came in fourth and the consolation prize went 
to Dawn Collins and Mark King. Contributed photo

Kittmer shoots first-ever 
hole-in-one

It was an exciting night for Rob Kittmer at River Valley Golf Course’s weekly men’s 
night on Aug. 1 when he shot a hole-in-one. The ace was Kittmer’s first and came 
using a seven-iron on hole number 13. Kittmer didn’t see the ball go in himself, 
but according to Kevin Edwards, who witnessed the ace, the ball hit about five feet 
away from the pin before rolling into the hole. Contributed photo
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ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS & EMERGENCIES!

DIRECT INSURANCE BILLING  |  FLEXIBLE PAYMENT PLANS

$199 NEW PATIENT 
PROMO!

GET BRIGHTER, 
MORE CONFIDENT 

SMILES!Inclusive of complete oral 
exam, full set of x-rays, and 

cleaning. 
Valued at $480+!

Zoom Whitening for only 
$299!

By Spencer Seymour

Several members of the St. Marys 
Pickleball Association (SMPA) re-
turned home with medals from the 
Ontario Championship Series hosted 
July 26-28 at RIM Park in Waterloo.

Headlining the slate of results 
for the St. Marys players was the 
duo of Dwayne and Jody Hender-
son, who claimed the gold medal 
in the 55-64-year-old 3.5 skill level 
mixed-doubles division. As a result 
of claiming the top prize in their di-

vision, the Hendersons qualified to 
attend the provincial finals being 
played in Toronto from Aug. 8-10.

Dwayne Henderson also earned a 
bronze medal when he teamed up 
with Merlin Leis in the 55-64 3.5 
men’s doubles bracket.

That was one of two bronze medals 
earned by Leis, who also took home 
the third-place prize in the 65+ 3.5 
mixed doubles as part of a pairing 
that also featured Angela Martin

SMPA members win medals at 
Ontario Championship Series

Pictured on the left are Jody and Dwayne Henderson, members of the St. Marys 
Pickleball Association (SMPA) who won the gold medal in the 55-64-year-old 3.5 
skill level mixed doubles division at the Ontario Championship Series hosted July 
26-28 in Waterloo. On the right are Angela Martin and Merlin Leis who teamed up to 
capture the bronze in the 65+ 3.5 mixed-doubles action. Henderson and Leis add-
ed another bronze to the cache of SMPA-won medals when they took third in the 
55-64 3.5 men’s doubles division. The Hendersons will go to Toronto to compete 
in the provincial finals running from Aug. 8-10. Contributed photos

By Emily Stewart

Anyone who is familiar with the 
rules of pickleball and wants to im-
prove their skills can play in the 
upcoming Beginners Pickleball Fun 
round-robin tournaments run by 
the St. Marys Pickleball Association.

The round robins will be held for up 
to 20 players on Aug. 11 and 25 from 
2:30-4:30 p.m. The events are for 
beginners who have played a few 
games and know the rules of pickle-
ball or have taken a beginners’ clinic 
but want to brush up on their game. 
Members of the association and 
non-members can participate.

Steve Lawton came up with the idea 
of the Beginners Pickleball Fun 
Round Robins. Lawton told the St. 
Marys Independent the round rob-
ins will pair beginners up with ex-
perienced players and they will play 
a series of games with rotating play-
ers. 

“The overall intent is to get begin-
ners playing together, gain expe-
rience in a game situation and be 
more confident in playing on club 
nights,” Lawton said.

The St. Marys Pickleball Associa-
tion was founded in 2017 and has 
grown to 127 active members. The 
sport grew in popularity during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, with many de-
siring to stay active and engage in 
outdoor activities.

Since many pickleball players in St. 
Marys are experienced, however, it 
can be tricky for beginners to find 
fellow beginners. Lawton hopes the 
Beginners Fun Round Robins can 
help bridge the gap. 

“It is hoped that beginners will be 
encouraged to play between them-
selves on an ongoing basis,” he said. 

“It's recognized in pickleball that 
not every player will become an in-
termediate or advanced player so 
it’s important for a club to offer the 
opportunities for like skill levels to 
play together. This is the start of that 
process.”

Carol Venn, president of the St. 
Marys Pickleball association, said 
the sport has something for every-
one. 

“It’s social and can also be challeng-
ing and competitive. All ages can 
play together, which means it’s a 
great activity for families,” Venn told 
the St. Marys Independent. “I love it 
when I’m on the court with my teen-
agers. Pickleball also requires very 
little equipment. All you need is a 
paddle, a ball and decent shoes.”

She added that as an optometrist, 
she also recommends wearing pro-
tective eyewear when playing to 
prevent rare but possible eye inju-
ries. 

Venn also said anyone interested in 
playing pickleball should give it a 
try by either reaching out to a friend 
who plays it, reaching out to the St. 
Marys Pickleball Association on In-
stagram or Facebook, or taking one 
of Lawton’s beginner clinics. 

“You’ll probably love it. You’ll get 
some exercise, you’ll make a bunch 
of new friends and you’ll have a fun, 
new activity that you can do almost 
anywhere with anyone,” Venn said.

More information about the St. 
Marys Pickleball Association can be 
found by visiting @st.marys_pick-
leball_assoc on Instagram, the St. 
Marys Pickleball Association Face-
book group, or by sending an email 
to either stmaryspickleball@gmail.
com or stevejlawton@gmail.com.

St. Marys Pickleball 
Association to host 
beginner round robins
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Isaac Palmer fires a shot from the wing during the U10 Boys Tier Three One St. 
Marys Storm game this past Sunday.

Sam Richardson catches an incoming pitch during the Veterinary Purchasing U11 
WOBA Red St. Marys Rockies game last Thursday.

Ella Frayne steps into a shot on goal during last Thursday’s U16 Girls Tier Two St. 
Marys Storm game. Photos by Spencer Seymour

Sydney Hawkins scores a goal on a penalty kick during this past Sunday’s U10 
Girls Tier Three St. Marys Storm game.

Sophie Stewardson takes the ball into the box during last Thursday’s U14 Girls 
Tier Three One St. Marys Storm game.

84 Wellington Street South
St. Marys, ON (519) 284-1690

Brought to you by your local

Does your workplace play music?
Why not make it St. Marys Radio? 

Whether you work in an office, restaurant, or 
store, St. Marys Radio has the perfect 

soundtrack for your workday. 
Your staff and customers deserve the best. 

Give them the best music mix by playing St. 
Marys Radio at your work.
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St. Marys hosts Ontario Summer Games triathlon

St. Marys played host to the triathlon event on Aug. 2-3, part of the London 2024 
Ontario Summer Games. Pictured are the three male athletes who finished with 
medals competing in the bike portion of one of the heats of the triathlon, with 
Daniel Hasson in front, followed closely by Quinn Fitzgerald and Jacob Jansen.

Pictured from left to right are the male division’s silver, gold, and bronze medal 
winners, Hasson, Jansen, and Fitzgerald. Photos by Spencer Seymour

Pictured from left are the female silver medalist Carusone, gold medalist Murison, 
and bronze medalist Ruth Maley. 

Murison celebrates as she crosses the finish line during the running portion of 
the triathlon.

Several male athletes speed to the exit ladder during the triathlon’s swimming 
portion.

Senna Chan Carusone and Clara Murison, who ended up finishing in the top two 
spots of the female division, sprint from the water to the transition area to begin 
the bike portion of the triathlon. The competition saw athletes swim in the Quarry, 
cycle through downtown St. Marys, and run the grounds of the Canadian Baseball 
Hall of Fame. 
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By Spencer Seymour

The Forman Electric U13 WOBA 
Blue St. Marys Rockies put forward a 
strong teamwide performance on July 
31 and were rewarded with an 11-4 
victory over Exeter.

Head coach Rob Martin was thrilled 
with every member of his team, all 
of whom he felt contributed to the 
team’s win.

“Teamwork, team spirit and collective 
team skill led these boys to victory,” 
Martin told the Independent. “The 

entire team played well and all had 
strong points throughout their game 
and in various areas on both sides of 
the ball. They proved that when they 
work together, they can come out on 
top.”

The team’s complete effort allowed 
the Rockies to steadily control the 
game en route to the 11-4 final. Mar-
tin noted that, among all the positives 
to come out of the game, the group’s 
aggressiveness on the bases stood 
out.

“The boys were able to steal a few 

more bases than normal, which put 
them more often in scoring position 
and thus able to score runs on the 
passed ball. This isn’t necessarily 
specific to (July 31), but it definitely 
was a key factor in our win against 
Exeter. The way the game progressed 
put the boys in a winning mood and 
they carried that energy through the 
entire game.”

According to Martin, the U13 WOBA 
Blue Rockies have seen just as much 
development amongst one another off 
the field as they have in their skills on 

the field.

“This team has come together this 
year really well,” Martin noted. 
“They’ve really gotten to know each 
other and learned to play together. 
Not all of our players attend the same 
school or would have the opportuni-
ty to interact with each other outside 
of this sport. I think that, in general, 
their personal skills have been the 
biggest development for these boys 
and it’s helped them continue devel-
oping their playing skills.”

Full team effort leads U13 WOBA Blue Rockies to 
victory
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By Mary Smith

The remarkable photograph with 
this week’s column shows a group 
of 67 people – adults and children – 
gathered in 1880 to celebrate Thom-
as Brush and Amanda Harris Brown’s 
50th wedding anniversary. T. B. 
Brown, the older, clean-shaven man, 
and his wife Amanda are standing to 
the left of the white veranda pillar in 
the centre of the photograph. Some-
how, Ingersoll photographer Ichabod 
Hall managed to get most of this 
large group to keep still long enough 
to capture the picture. The site was 
the family homestead at the cross-
roads still known as Brown’s Cor-
ners in East Nissouri Township. The 
creased and faded print is one of the 
treasures in the St. Marys Museum’s 
archival collection. Another trea-
sure is a small, 76-page, hard-cov-
er book, the Autobiography of Rev. 
Thos. B. Brown, published by the St. 
Marys Journal in 1899, six years af-
ter Brown’s death. There are several 
transcripts at the Museum and the 
contents, of considerable local inter-
est, can be read without handling the 
original, fragile book. In 1967, a de-
scendant, Isabel Grace Uren, had the 
book reprinted in paperback with ad-
ditional notes. 

The author, T. B. Brown (1804-1893), 
had good material for his autobiogra-
phy. He is remembered as a preacher 
whose energy and dedication were 
responsible for the growth of Meth-
odism in this part of Ontario in the 
mid-1800s. But there is more to his 
story: he and his family lived through 
interesting times. His grandfather, 
Thomas Brown, a comb-maker, was 
born in Northumberland, England, 
and emigrated to North America, 
settling in Rhode Island in the mid-
1700s, later moving into Vermont. 
He fought and was wounded in the 
American War of Independence, but 
at its conclusion, was dissatisfied 
with some aspects of the new gov-
ernment and moved his family across 
the border into Lower Canada (Que-
bec) in 1789. He remained there for 
the rest of his live, farming along the 
Richelieu River near the northern tip 
of Lake Champlain. 

One of his sons, Joseph, was born in 
Rhode Island, grew up there and, like 
Thomas, became a comb-maker. He 
married Rebecca Brush in Vermont 
ca 1790. They also moved to Lower 
Canada, bringing  their first three 
children with them. Thomas Brush 
Brown, their fourth child, was born 
on August 4, 1804, on his father’s farm 
in Argenteuil, west of Montreal. Jo-
seph and Rebecca later had two more 
daughters. In 1812, the American 
government declared war on Great 

Britain, targeting its colonies in Up-
per and Lower Canada. Although his 
children found it exciting to watch 
the preparations for war, Joseph was 
anxious for his family and decided 
to move them to a more populated 
area for their safety. They crossed 
into New York State and stayed there 
throughout the war. In 1818, they de-
cided to return to Canada, moving all 
their goods by wagon and crossing by 
ferry from Buffalo. T. B. Brown com-
ments in his autobiography on his 
first sight of Niagara Falls. 

Today, when citizenship is document-
ed and borders tightly controlled, we 
are surprised how effortlessly people 
crossed back and forth between Can-
ada and the United States 200 years 
ago. T. B. Brown explained that his 
father’s “predilections were in favour 
of Canada,” but the well-being of his 
family was his primary concern. After 
returning in 1818, Joseph remained 
in Canada, but his older son, James 
and his family, eventually moved to 
Michigan, again crossing the border. 

From 1818 to 1822, Joseph Brown 
farmed near the village of Smithville 
in the Niagara Region. T. B. Brown 
recalled, since his father had moved 
the family around so much, those few 
years provided his only chance to at-
tend school. He and his sister, Rebec-
ca, were also able to attend Sunday 
School at the local Methodist Church. 
There, they had the opportunity to 
hear some inspiring travelling pio-
neer preachers whom T. B. remem-
bered fondly in later years.

But Joseph Brown was ready to move 
again. He purchased, sight unseen, 
200 acres of land in Concession Eight 
of East Nissouri Township, from a 
soldier who had received this land for 
his army service but had not devel-

oped it. Leaving the well-settled Ni-
agara area behind, the family set out 
in the early spring of 1822 for their 
new home in the wilderness. After 
days of travel over barely passable 
roads, they reached Thamesford at 
the southern end of Nissouri Town-
ship. The Browns then hired a man 
to take them north to their nearest 
neighbour, Charles Moore, who lived 
about three miles from their proper-
ty. Although the Moores, a family of 
four, lived in a 12’ x 12’ shanty, they 
made room for the Brown family of 
eight until the men succeeded in con-
structing a shanty on their own lot. 
Thomas remembered that although 
the winter’s snow was gone from the 
roads of Oxford County, it was still a 
foot deep in the woods. But they got 
their shanty built and set to work to 
clear some land in time to plant a 
spring crop. 

The township was very sparsely 
populated when the Brown family 
arrived. The few settlers there lived 
miles apart. Brown explained that 
full settlement was hindered by Cler-
gy Reserves – land set aside to bene-
fit the Church of England. He vividly 
describes the hardships of carrying 
grain to the closest grist mill in In-
gersoll, many hours of travel by oxen. 
They sold potash or, in the spring, 
maple syrup, to buy a few provi-
sions. “Articles of clothing were very 
dear and hard to be got,” and so they 
grew flax for linen and bought wool 
to card, spin and weave to manufac-
ture their own, “wearing woollen as 
it came from the loom.” Shoes were 
kept for winter. “In the summer nei-
ther men nor women ever thought of 
wearing any. Of course, the large net-
tles and mosquitoes which were very 
plentiful in the woods, were a great 
annoyance to barefoot people.” He 

remembers that they sometimes suf-
fered from hunger and cold. “There 
were no newspapers taken among 
us and books were scarce; therefore, 
the only way we had of enjoying our-
selves was by meeting together.”

T. B. Brown was a naturally socia-
ble, outgoing young man. He and his 
brother had friends they met at occa-
sions such as barn-raising and har-
vesting bees. He admitted that after 
the day’s work, “we spent the night 
in a spree, dancing to the sound of a 
fiddle.” Whiskey was plentiful and “it 
was not considered proper etiquette 
to leave until the whiskey was all 
drank.” But, as roads improved and 
more civilized influences came to 
bear, the backwoods culture changed. 
T. B. Brown also changed, his life 
shaped by religion. In his mid-20s, he 
attended a camp meeting near Lon-
don and was converted. From then 
on, he was committed to the Meth-
odist Episcopal church. He became 
a leader in new congregations being 
established in Nissouri and received 
his first licence to preach in 1829. In 
1830, he married 17-year-old Aman-
da Harris of Ingersoll. Their first 
child, Elisha Harris Brown, was born 
in 1831. 

Precipitated by the 1837 Rebellion, 
reforms eventually came to Cana-
da West. The Clergy Reserves were 
done away with and settlement in 
Nissouri began to grow. T. B. Brown 
was given increasing responsibilities 
as a preacher and leader, expanding 
his work to rural communities in Nis-
souri, Blanshard, Zorra and London 
Townships. Amanda Brown was fre-
quently left in charge of the farm and 
their large family – the Browns had 
six sons and seven daughters. As well 
as preaching to one congregation or 
another on Sundays, Thomas was of-
ten called away in the middle of the 
week to officiate at a wedding or a 
funeral. He was a great favourite, ac-
cording to contemporary records, be-
cause of his “joyful nature and great 
force of character.” 

Thomas and Amanda lived long lives, 
seeing their children married and 
their family expand and prosper. 
Amanda died on January 5, 1893, and 
Thomas Brush Brown died within 
the year, on December 17, 1893. He 
left behind a draft of his autobiogra-
phy. A fellow Methodist and admirer, 
John McAinsh, revised and edited the 
manuscript and provided an intro-
duction, explaining that Brown had 
wanted to write an account of his 
“Life and Times” with special refer-
ence to the history of Nissouri. But 
“the infirmities of old age came on,” 
preventing him from completing this 
project himself.

HISTORIC ST. MARYS: Thomas Brush Brown

HISTORY

A gathering in 1880 to celebrate the 50th wedding anniversary of Thomas Brush 
and Amanda Harris Brown in East Nissouri Township. Descendants of this family 
still live in St. Marys and area. From the archival collection of the St. Marys Muse-
um. Contributed photo
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Thorndale News A section within the 
St. Marys Independent

Get involved in 
your community!

Communicate. 
Collaborate.
Engage. Inspire!

Check out our website for business and 
community info at ilovethorndale.ca

INC

ALL YOUR AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS

22135 Purple Hill Rd Thorndale 
519-461-9529  |  info@lcautocare.com

SAFETIES, DIAGNOSTICS, BRAKES, EXHAUST, WELDING, 
TIRES & RIMS, FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENTS RAM RODEO & COUNTRY MUSIC SHOWCASE

August 23, 24, 25 (Adult $40, Youth $20, Child $5)
Rodeo performance times Saturday 1pm, Sunday 1pm. Rain or shine.
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PRUNING AND TRIMMINGPRUNING AND TRIMMING
TOTAL REMOVALS • BUCKET TRUCK WORKTOTAL REMOVALS • BUCKET TRUCK WORK

EMERGENCY STORM CLEANUPEMERGENCY STORM CLEANUP
LOT CLEARING • FULLY INSUREDLOT CLEARING • FULLY INSURED

SERVING THORNDALE AND AREASERVING THORNDALE AND AREA
519-521-2312 CALL OR TEXT519-521-2312 CALL OR TEXT

By Nancy Abra

The Good Neighbour Project is a 
community project that extends be-
yond the local community, county, 
province of Ontario and even Canada. 
It is part of the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank, a Christian-based charitable 
organization that facilitates the col-
lection and distribution of cash, grain 
and other agricultural commodities to 
the world’s hungry through its mem-
ber agencies.

Pat Jones of the Thorndale area is 
an active member of this local Good 
Neighbour Project. Being involved in 
this local project and having an ex-
tensive daylily garden, she thought 
one could help the other. 

Jones’ daylily garden is vast with 
25 varieties totalling approximate-
ly 2,000 plants. She started growing 
daylilies as a retirement project 10 
years ago, purchasing the original 
daylily plants from Horner’s Lilies 
when they closed their garden busi-
ness. Her daylilies range in colours 
of burgundy, pinks, oranges, reds and 
yellows to bi-colour variations. 

The flower size also varies accord-
ing to the different varieties along 
with the blooming times from June 
to mid August. Daylilies are basically 
bug free as Japanese beetles and the 
scarlet lily beetle don’t seem to bother 
them. Over time, the plants increase 

in size as does the number of blooms 
each plant produces. 

“I thought this would be a good way 
that my daylily garden can support our 
local Good Neighbour Project selling 
my daylily tubers with the sales going 

to the Canadian Foodgrains Bank,” 
Jones said. 

Anyone interested in purchasing 
these daylily tubers to support this 
worthy organization can contact 
Jones at pjones@start.ca or 519-670-
4124. Jones will also be at the Thorn-
dale United Church on Saturday Aug. 
10 for Thorndale’s Townwide Garage 
Sale selling her daylily tubers along-
side the church with their bake sale 
and barbecue that morning. 

On Sunday, Aug. 18, the Good Neigh-
bour Project is having its annual 
barbecue at Brown’s United Church, 
which is located west of Highway 19 
on Plover Mills Road. There will be 
musical entertainment provided by 
John Uren and Chris Yeats starting at 
5:15 p.m. with supper to follow at 6 
p.m. There is no admission, but people 
are asked to bring their own dishes 
and cutlery, lawn chairs plus a salad 
or dessert to share. Pork and corn on 
the cob will be provided. A donation 
jar will be available for those wishing 
to donate to the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank.

Fundraising for the Good Neighbour Project

Pat Jones is hoping to use her daylily garden to help raise money for the Good 
Neighbour Project and the Canadian Foodgrains Bank. Photo by Nancy Abra

By Nancy Abra

On Saturday July 27, Mount Olivet 
300 Masonic Lodge in Thorndale was 
one of the many stops in the Dumball 
Rally. 

From the starting point in London, 
pre-registered vehicles received a 
map and set out to various locals to 
answer trivia questions at each stop. 
Mount Olivet Lodge was the fourth 
stop in the rally where lodge mem-

bers Scott Ivins, Geoff Clays, Bab 
Wakefield and Jeff Fleming were 
ready with their trivia questions on 
movies and the Oscars for the rally 
participants. 

The Dumball Rally event, hosted by 
Union 380 Masonic Lodge and Nu-life 
Automotive in London also included 
live music, food, prizes and a unique 
car-and-bike show, raised $6,000 for 
the Children’s and Veterans Hospital.

Mount Olivet participated in 
a local car rally

Dumball Rally participants stopped off 
at Mount Olivet 300 Masonic Lodge in 
Thorndale July 27. Photos by Geoff Clays

Both bikers and car drivers participat-
ed in the Dumball Rally, which brought 
participants to a number of stops 
throughout the region where they had 
to answer trivia questions.
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By Julia Schneider

“Most people aren’t excited to attend an AGM” unless 
they have an association with the organization in-
volved, said Margaret Smart, executive director of The 
Local Community Food Centre, at the start of its 2024 
annual general meeting July 24. 

Despite that, anyone interested in food security, local 
health and a community agency involved in delivering 
these would likely find the meeting of interest.

It came at the end of a hard year, she continued. 
Change, challenges and transition were the recurrent 
themes as staff changes, financial challenges and facil-

ity shortcomings had to be faced and overcome. 

Some highlights of the meeting were:

• a surplus of revenue over expenses at the end the 
year of $30,000 after a deficit of $150,000 at its be-
ginning;

• the Monday and Friday community meals attract-
ing 170 people weekly to the capacious dining 
room, as compared to the 130 in the previous year;

• over 10,800 meals provided through the Connec-
tion Centre with 30,000 servings of warm soup or 
stew and 700 bags of fruit distributed to people in 
emergency shelters;

• the number of volunteers increased substantially 
from 80 to 175; and

• markets in Stratford, St. Marys and Milverton con-
tinued with added summer markets at Stratford’s 
city hall and Dufferin Park, the site of The Local’s 
large community garden.

All of this happened at a time of great need for The Lo-
cal’s services. Food insecurity has risen by 26 per cent 
over the previous year, with visits to profit-driven gro-
cery stores becoming a stressful experience for many.

Local MP John Nater, Stratford deputy mayor Har-
jinder Nijjan and St. Marys deputy mayor Brogan Ayl-
ward all voiced support for The Local. 

“Everything represents individuals,” said Aylward. 
“We’re here for the people; they come for all sorts of 
reasons.”

Surveys show the beneficial effect of The Local for 
those people. Eighty-one per cent of respondents said 
the community food centre improved their access to 
nourishing, culturally appropriate food, 87 per cent 
said it gave them an increased sense of belonging and 
support, and 91 per cent said it had made changes to 
their eating habits.

The Local goes into the new fiscal year with a renewed 
sense of purpose, a dedicated and focused board of di-
rector chaired by Katie deBlock Boersma and a strong 
staff including Smart, gardener Lucas Tingle and Chef 
Lucy Dillinger.

Even so, as director, local realtor and auctioneer Brent 
Shackleton said, The Local cannot survive, let alone 
continue to thrive, without the support of the donors 
who came through this year. The need for them and 
to ask for their help continues. Immediately following 
this statement, Shackleton pledged $50,000 and trea-
surer Katelyn Cullitin of BMO Wealth Management 
pledged another $50,000 towards the $750,000 needed 
to keep the operation going.

Following the meeting, those in attendance were in-
vited to stay for a sampling of what The Local offers: 
a variety of delicious and healthy treats, a chance to 
visit the Fresh Produce store that is open twice a week, 
and a tour of the newly cleared area where an outdoor 
space is planned – a prelude to more of the same to 
follow.

Local Community Food Centre looks to rise to the challenge at recent AGM

COMMUNITY

Andrew L. Hodges  
Funeral Home Ltd.�

Serving St. Marys and area since 2003

47 Wellington Street South, St. Marys
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

519-284-2820

Offering personal and affordable funeral options,  
including burial, cremation and donation to science. 

Price list and preplanning information always  
available on our website or contact us  
to meet in person to discuss your wishes. 

Solutions on page 31

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

3 6 4 7 1 5
3 2 7

7 5 2 3
4 9 8 2
8 5 1

1 3 9 5 8
4 7 1
5 4 6 3 2
2 8 1 4

FERN PRIDHAM – Real Estate Broker

519 274 2885
fernpridham@gmail.com

By Nancy Abra

 In the early afternoon of Tuesday, July 
30, another rain event hit the area. Some 
people in and around Thorndale report-
ed they received three to three-and-a-
half inches of rain in under two hours. 
This is the second time this month that 
this area has endured substantial heavy 
rainfall.

It was just 15 days prior that there was 
an extensive rain event which amount-
ed to, in some places, seven inches. This 
is the second time this past month that 
some roads in the area of Thames Centre 
were closed by a police order because of 
flooding.

The rain event the Thorndale area ex-
perienced last week may be the result of 
a single-cell thunderstorm, sometimes 
referred to as popcorn convection. This 
type of thunderstorm is formed through 
a process of convection whereby heat 

and moisture are transported vertically 
in the atmosphere. They are short-lived 
but produce heavy rains and sometimes 
lightning. 

Twice in the month of July there was 
flash flooding because of these strong 
thunderstorm cells with creeks and 
streams overflowing their banks as well 
as many farm fields inundated with large 
pools of water. According to a local farm-
er, their corn crop seems to be doing 
okay with the excess water. The week 
before, many corn fields were sprayed 
with a fungicide which is important, es-
pecially in wet weather. As for the beans, 
there seems to be a lot of damaged fields 
as the plants are struggling to recover 
from the first heavy rainstorm. Beans do 
not like wet feet.

As our climate is changing, it seems hard 
to predict what Mother Nature has in 
store for us. Time will tell.

Heavy rains produce localized flooding and road closures

Recent rain events cause streams and creeks to flood their banks and resulted in 
problems for some area farmers. This photos was taken on Heritage Road looking 
north at Gregory where the road was closed due to flooding from early afternoon 
heavy rain with pools of water still laying  in the bean fields. Photo by Nancy Abra 
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Grilled shrimp kebabs

Total time: 20 minutes; Serves: 
4-6

1 ½ lb extra large peeled and 
deveined shrimp

2 tbsp olive oil

1 tbsp lemon juice, plus grilled 
lemon wedges for serving

2 tbsp Chesapeake-style rub*

Method:

- Heat grill to medium-high. 
In a large bowl, toss shrimp 
with olive oil and lemon juice, 
then 2 tbsp Chesapeake* rub 
or Herby rub.** Thread onto 
wooden skewers that have 
soaked in water for 20 min-
utes. Three to five shrimp per 
skewer. Grill until opaque 
throughout, about 2-3 min-
utes per side. Grate lemon 
zest over top and serve with 
grilled lemon if desired.  

*Chesapeake-Style Rub

16 bay leaves, finely crushed 

(2 tbsp)

1 tbsp paprika

1 tbsp kosher salt

2 tsp celery seed

1 tsp ground ginger

½ tsp ground mustard

1/8 tsp ground nutmeg

**Herby Rub

6 tbsp dried oregano

1 tbsp dry mustard

2 tbsp coriander

1 tbsp sumac

1 tbsp dried thyme

1 tbsp dried sage

1 ½ tsp kosher salt

Method for Rubs:

• Store all ingredients to-
gether, store in airtight 
container for up to three 
months. Use about 2 tbsp 
on each pound of meat, 
seafood or vegetables.

Zucchini bread

Prep: 15 minutes; Cook: 1 
hour; Serves: 8

1 1/2 cup all-purpose flour

½ tsp baking powder

½ tsp baking soda

½ tsp salt 

½ cup vegetable oil

¾ packed brown sugar

¼ cup granulated sugar

2 large eggs, room tempera-
ture

1 tsp vanilla extract

2 tsp cinnamon

1 ½ cups shredded zucchini

Method:

• Preheat oven to 350°F. 
Grease an 8x4 inch or 9x5 
inch loaf pan with non-
stick cooking spray or but-
ter.

• Whisk flour, baking soda, 
baking powder and salt in 
a small bowl. Set aside. 

• Add oil and both sugars 
to a large bowl. Stir until 
smooth.

• Mix in cinnamon, eggs 
and vanilla extract.

• Stir in the flour mixture, 
mixture will be thick. Add 
zucchini and stir until 
combined. Mixture will 
get looser and more pour-
able after adding zucchini. 

• Pour batter into prepared 
pan and bake for 50-60 
minutes (for 9x5 inch pan) 
or 50-55 minutes ( for 8x4 
inch pan) or until tooth-
pick inserted into the cen-
tre comes out clean. 

• Cool before slicing or re-
moving from pan. Store 
covered for two days or 

freeze up to three months.

• Can add ½ cup of choc-
olate chips or chopped 
nuts to batter. You can use 
both sugars or just gran-
ulated. I prefer all brown 
sugar. Shred zucchini us-
ing a box grater and do 
not drain or strain liquid 
out so the bread remains 
moist.

No-bake orange-vanilla 
cheesecake bars

Prep: 40 minutes; Total: 6 
hours 40 minutes; Serves: 20

16 graham crackers

2 tbsp granulated sugar

1 stick salted butter, melted

3 8-oz packages cream cheese, 
at room temperature

1 ½ cups powdered sugar

1 ½ cups heavy cream

2 tsp grated orange zest

1 tbsp fresh orange juice

1 tsp orange extract

1 drop each red and yellow 
food colouring

½ tsp vanilla extract

Method:

• Line a 9x13 inch baking 
dish with parchment pa-
per, leaving an overhang. 
Put the graham crackers 
and sugar in a food pro-

cessor until finely ground. 
Slowly pour melted butter 
and process until texture 
of coarse sand. Transfer 
to dish and press crumbs 
to the bottom of pan in an 
even layer. Freeze 20 min-
utes.

• Beat cream cheese un-
til smooth, add powdered 
sugar, scraping sides and 
transfer to large bowl.

• Add heavy cream to mixer 
bowl and beat with whisk 
attachment. Add 1/3 
whipped cream to cream 
cheese mixture and gen-
tly fold, continue with re-
maining whipped cream.

• Transfer ½ cheesecake 
mixture to a separate 
bowl. Add orange zest, 
juice, extract and food 
colouring. Add vanilla to 
the other bowl and gently 
combine. 

• Remove crust from freez-
er and add vanilla cheese-
cake batter. Top with or-
ange cheesecake batter 
and gently smooth into an 
even layer. Swirl with a 
toothpick and cover with 
plastic wrap and refrig-
erate until set, up to six 
hours or overnight. Loos-
en cheesecake from pan 
and cut into squares. 

EAT AT OUR HOUSE: Beating the August heat

By Lauren Eedy

SATURDAY, AUGUST 10

SALESALE
GarageGarage

44 Pelissier St.
121 Carrall St.
8 Valleyview Lane
331 Elgin St. W.
385 Elizabeth St.
249 Southvale Rd.

286 Church St. S.
99 Church St. N.
38 Trillium Cres.
43 Sparling Cres.
31 St John St. S.
10 Trillium Cres.

55 Thames Rd.
34 Cain St.
101 Markham St.
310 Tracey St.
536 Jones St. E.

 
 
 
 
 

Festival of Flowers Show 
and Open Meeting 

 

MONDAY, AUGUST 12TH AT 7:00 PM 
ST. MARYS LEGION HALL 

 

Speaker: Rose Odell 
Topic: Designing Without the  

Use of Floral Foam 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Everyone Welcome 

This meeting is for YOU … come out and enjoy! 
Refreshments provided by St. Marys Tim Hortons 
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

A starfish

What fish only 

comes out at night?

Marcus Horenberg (7)

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 
appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Riddles
It belongs to you, 
but your friends 

use it more. What 
is it?

Your name.

There’s only 
one word in the 
dictionary that’s 
spelled wrong. 

What is it?

The word “wrong.” 
It’s the only word 

that’s spelled 
W-R-O-N-G.

What has thirteen 
hearts, but no 
other organs?

A deck of cards.

What’s the capital 
of France?

The letter “F.”  It’s 
the only capital 
letter in France.

What has a heart 
that doesn’t beat?

An artichoke

What gets sharper 
the more you use 

it?

Your brain 

What can you hold 
in your left hand 
but not in your 

right hand?

Your right elbow

I have cities with 
no buildings, 

rivers without 
water, and forests 

without trees. 
What am I?

A map

I am not alive, but 
I grow; I don’t have 

lungs, but I need 
air. What am I?

Fire

Our Pet of the Week is Jade, a 
three-year-old German Shepherd. 
She likes fetching a ball, ice cream 
from Hearn’s, car rides and cuddles. 

She is owned by the McEwan 
family. 

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK
Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is 
pleased to be the sponsor of the 

Avoid hot cement or asphalt
Make sure to walk your dog during the coolest 

parts of the day (early morning and late evening) — 
and don’t overdo it. It’s much easier to overheat in 

high temperatures.
Also, be sure to feel the cement with the back of 
your hand before walking your dog on it. If you 
can’t keep your hand pressed to the cement for 
five seconds, it’s too hot for your pet’s feet and 

can cause burns and blistering.

PET OF THE WEEK

 

 

 

 

 

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys- Word Search -

August

Cadzow Park

Classic Rock

Concert Series

Donations

Eleventh Year

Jazzmatics

Johnny Bowes

Megan Brady

Outdoors

Performance

Pop Tunes

Stacey Frayne

Wednesdays

York Street 
Thought Process

MELODIES AT THE MUSEUM

Word List

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

W N E I Y U S H E E T O C T F J Q U J N W E R Y U
P N P J O M T K V C C A L P V I B X E H E K E F B
K R Y E R S A W W A X S A B H O B K L S B T E M G
Q B B C K N C K S D X P S J T P V B B E N J H R B
Q S P N S O E C T Z Y X S N Y D L M C W W N E I Y
C M O A T I Y Y N O H K I Z K F I Q V O P N P J R
O D P M R T F S V W J B C Q A X Q W M B K R Y E R
N Q T R E A R D F P O A R T A N W S E Y Q B B C K
C C U O E N A S V A U K O Z P O M S G N Q S P N S
E U N F T O Y Y E R T L C U Y L C P A N O E N A S
R P E R T D N A C K D P K O U I V E N H F T O Y Y
T A S E H Z E D E T O E D L T T M F B O R T D N A
S U R P O L X S B F O J S A U C G G R J E H Z E D
E G P T U J D E J O R A M C W B D O A V P O L X S
R U U W G M O N T B S Z I J J U P U D L L X S B F
I S Y U H N S D J S Z F O Y C U Z E Y T J D E J O
E T C I T J I E Z A N X O H A G S W G K M O N T B
S I F Y P T F W J N M Y I Y M F O T G N N S D J S
L L J Q R B O B Z A R U S M T O D R E T J I E Z A
R M J P O J R A E Y H T N E V E L E I E R M J P C
R
E

N Z C C W B N T U R I O E P H F D Z Q A B P W E
W E C Y E O A F S T T P X W D D F S Q W D T A Y S
D T A Y S M J I D C F K T E P I A D U F C V S C S
C V S C S A

E
E R N C V E X C W B N J K A W L E G J
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Let’s be honest here, England 
is awfully well supplied with 
monastic ruins, soaring cathe-
drals, ancient churches and 
such. An attraction in any of 
these categories is going to 
have to offer something pret-
ty special to stand out in this 
crowded field of ecclesiastical 
antiquities.

Enter Glastonbury Abbey 
in Somerset in the south of 
England. From a distance, 
Glastonbury Abbey proba-
bly looks much like dozens of 
other ruins of religious hous-
es, common across the U.K., 
but there is more here – much 
more.

And some of it may actual-
ly have a foundation in truth 
because this is a place asso-
ciated in story with King Ar-
thur and, even earlier, Joseph 
of Arimathea. I emphasize 
“in story” because the odds of 
these stories being founded in 
fact are slim.

Nonetheless, the stories are 
spectacular and it is in the 
storytelling that Glastonbury 
Abbey triumphs.

I have visited the abbey sev-
eral times over several de-
cades and each time, the tour 

conducted by costumed inter-
preters who assume the char-
acters of historic figures has 
been excellent.

Most recently, our group was 
led around the ruins that are 
central to the 36-acre site by 
Goodwife Molly, an energetic 
and entertaining guide who 
told us all the stories – and the 
backstories – of Glastonbury.

We stood around a flower-
ing thorn tree, reportedly an 
offshoot of a tree related to 
Joseph of Arimathea. This 
particular Joseph, you may or 
may not recall, was the man 
who offered his personal 
tomb to hold the body of Jesus 
after the crucifixion, and who 
had the courage to claim Je-
sus’ body from Pilate in order 
to bury him.

This we read in the New Tes-
tament and there are no re-
liable documents to indicate 
anything about Joseph’s sub-
sequent life except the oral 
traditions at Glastonbury, 
which say he came there and 
founded the monastery. Fur-
thermore, when he arrived at 
the site, he stuck his walking 
staff into the ground as a sign 
that this was the chosen place.

And that wooden staff took 
root, producing leaves and 
flowers, and is the legend-
ary, horticultural ancestor of 
the flowering thorn trees of 
Glastonbury Abbey today.

According to more reliable 
historical accounts, the Abbey 
was founded by Benedictine 
monks in the eighth century.

Joseph is not even the most 
famous connection here. Visi-
tors can find the plaques that 
mark the graves of King Ar-

thur and Queen Guinevere. 
The fact that no human re-
mains have been found there 
does nothing to lessen the 
legend. The explanations in-
clude the possibility that some 
monks stole or relocated the 
bodies – more stories to add to 
the charm of the place.

What are real at Glastonbury 
are the impressive ruins of an 
enormous church built by the 
monks in the eighth century 
and enlarged significantly in 
the 10th. There are other ru-
ins on the property, including 
a lady chapel and the foun-
dations of all of the buildings 
associated with a function-
ing monastery – dormitories 
where the monks slept, a 
more elaborate home for the 
abbot, an infirmary for the 
ill and old, a refectory where 
the monks dined, a cloister. 
Special at Glastonbury is the 
still-standing kitchen where 
visitors can spend time listen-
ing to even more fascinating 
tales.

The kitchen dates later than 
the other monastics ruins; it 
was built on the instructions 
of Abbot Sodbury in the mid-
1300s. Though much newer, 
the Abbot’s Kitchener is one 
of the best preserved medie-
val kitchens in Europe.

Its octagonal design with a 
domed roof also creates a 
wonderful acoustic environ-
ment. Braver guests may want 
to break into song to enjoy one 
of the most majestic sonic set-
tings you will find anywhere.

The town of Glastonbury is a 
popular destination for other 
reasons, as well. This com-
munity is the namesake of 

the gigantic Glastonbury Fes-
tival, a five-day music and 
arts blowout that features 
the top names in pop music 
and a considerable amount 
of general excess. Howev-
er, the festival actually takes 
place several kilometres east 
of Glastonbury, closer to the 
town of Pilton.

What does attract visitors to 
Glastonbury proper along 
with the Abbey is the Glaston-
bury Tor, a hill adjacent to the 
town topped by St. Michael’s 
Tower. The tower was built in 
the 15th century, but the sto-
ries about the tor date back 
much farther and are, no sur-
prise here, related to King Ar-
thur and Joseph of Arimathea.

Legend says Joseph brought 
the Holy Grail – the cup used 
by Jesus at the Last Supper – 
and hid it at Glastonbury Tor. 
Finding the Holy Grail was, of 
course, the ultimate quest of 
King Arthur and the Knights 
of the Round Table as so accu-
rately portrayed in the Monty 
Python movie.

Some stories insist that Jo-
seph brought more than the 
grail here; that some years 
before that journey, he actu-
ally brought the boy Jesus to 
Glastonbury, a spurious myth 
nonetheless celebrated in the 
William Blake hymn, “Jerusa-
lem,” sung at countless courtly 
funerals and celebrations in 
English cathedrals.

With all this myth and legend 
about, it’s not surprising that a 
great many shops in Glaston-
bury sell crystals, charms and, 
inevitably, King Arthur mem-
orabilia.

Glastonbury is indeed a mag-
ical place, and if you don’t be-
lieve the magical myths, you 
will certainly love the magic 
invoked by superb storytell-
ing.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and president of 
the Travel Media Association of 
Canada. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking 
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net. 

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Myth and magic in Glastonbury

By Paul Knowles

The ruins of Glastonbury Abbey, founded in the eighth century by 
Benedictine monks or, as legend says, by Joseph of Arimathea. 
Photos by Paul Knowles

Guide Goodwife Molly by the plaque acknowledg-
ing the alleged burial place of King Arthur. The Lady Chapel at Glastonbury.

A statue of a 10th-century monk, Sigeric, who rode a donkey on 
a pilgrimage from Canterbury to Rome, located in the gardens of 
Glastonbury Abbey.
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IN MEMORIAM

Nairn
Jim Nairn

In loving memory of a dear husband, father, 
grandfather and great grandfather who left us 

suddenly Aug 3, 2005.
This month comes with deep regrets.

It brings back a day we cannot forget.  You left us 
suddenly with no goodbye, but memories of you 

will never die. May the winds of love blow softly and 
whisper, so you will hear. 

We will always love and miss you and wish that you 
were here.

Deeply missed and always loved.
Your Wife Marilyn, sons Jamie and Gwen, Dave and 

Sandy, grandchildren, Shaune, Jenna, Tyler, Ann 
Marie and Emersonn, Great Grandchildren Dominic 

and Brocklynn

OBITUARY

Harrison
Cameron Harrison passed 
away at Sakura House in 
Woodstock on August 2, 
2024 at the age of 50. He is 
predeceased by his father 
John and survived by his 
mother Liz Harrison. Brother 
of Noel (Lianne) and Sarah. 
Proud uncle of Julie, Lindsay, 
and Daniel. Also fondly 
remembered by aunts, uncles 

and cousins in the UK.  Cremation has taken place. 
A private family interment will take place in Christ 
Church Anglican Cemetery in Lakeside. A Celebration 
of Life will be held at Browns School House, 136545 
13th Line. RR#4, St. Marys, on August 24, 2024 from 
2 – 4 pm. Memorial donations may be made to the 
Canadian Cancer Society. Online condolences at 
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

OBITUARY

Szenasi
Leslie Frank Szenasi passed away 
at Stratford General Hospital on 
August 2, 2024 at the age of 76. 
Long-time and loving partner of 
Sabine Porter, whom he travelled 
with and had many happy 
adventures. In his younger years, 
Les traveled throughout Europe 
after graduating university, and 
saw many special places including 
Spain, Morocco and Portugal. 

His working career spanned from working in a 
cannery, to tobacco fields, as an immigration officer 
and finally as a mental health councillor. He will be 
lovingly remembered by his partner Sabine of 24 
years and friends he met throughout his life. Brother 
of Steven and William, both deceased. A private 
burial will take place in St. Marys Cemetery. Memorial 
donations to the Canadian Cancer Society. Online 
condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

OBITUARY

Wiebe
Delma June Hiebert Wiebe passed away at Jessica’s 
House Hospice in Exeter on July 18, 2024 at the age 
of 87. Wife of Virgil Wiebe. Mother of Michael (Joetta), 
Lois Warkentin (Randy). Grandmother of Brendan 
(Becky), Kyle (Kayla), Brock (Vanessa), Mackenzie 
(Adam), Aliya, Jaylee, Tara (Danny), Christine, 
Ricki, Tyson (Kristen), Marty (Brianna), Cole, 
Jonathan, Joshua and Great-grandmother of Max, 
Sawyer, Thomas, Milo, Isabella, Paisley, Ivey, 
Aspen, Georgia, Joseph and Finn. Sister of Naomi 
Penner (Denver, deceased), Delores Burch (Randal, 
deceased), Lee Hiebert (Neoma), and Lila Unruh 
(Gary). Sister-in-law of Denver Wiebe (Lavina, 
deceased), Iris Goossen (Peter), Mildred Wohlgemuth 
(Ron), Anna-Marie Kanagy (Jesse), Lyle Wiebe 
(Polly), Della Wiebe (deceased), Jennie Wiebe, Violet 
Hodgson (Craig), Harlen Wiebe (Sonia).
Also remembered by many nieces, nephews, 
extended family members and friends in Canada, 
USA, and Haiti. The Funeral Service was conducted 
at the MAPLEVIEW CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 
MENNONITE on July 23, 2024. Interment took place 
in Kirkton Union Cemetery. Memorial Donations 
may be made to Jessica’s House Hospice or to 
a charity of choice. Online condolences at www.
hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

THANK YOU

Foster
Our family is incredibly grateful for the overwhelm-
ing support we received during the visitation and 
funeral for Earl Foster. The presence, kind words, 
and shared memories from our family, friends, and 
community have brought us comfort during this dif-
ficult time. 
We are deeply touched by the generosity shown 
through the abundance of food, heartfelt visits, 
thoughtful phone calls, and the many beautiful 
cards. Each act of kindness has meant so much to 
us and has provided a great source of strength. 
We would like to extend a special thank you to Bob 
Heywood, Ashley Giles, and Edwin Giles for their 
significant contributions to the service. Your efforts 
were deeply appreciated and made a meaningful 
difference. Thank you to everyone who participated 
in the service and supported us in so many ways. 
Your love and kindness will never be forgotten. 
With sincere gratitude, The Foster Family

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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For Hall Rentals 
call 519-271-5343

Sun. Aug. 04 - Simon Duncan, St. Mary’s        $50.00

Mon. Aug. 05 - Bill Thomson, St. Pauls        $50.00

Tues. Aug. 06 - Gerald Scheerer, Stratford        $50.00

Wed. Aug. 07 - Jen Burchill, St. Mary’s        $50.00

Thur. Aug. 08 - Nancy & Jamie Ready, St. Mary’s   $50.00

Fri. Aug. 09 - Millie Koert, St. Pauls         $50.00

Sat. Aug. 10 - Georgia Ahrens, Stratford        $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
 www.fraserpaving.ca

Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys

NORTH NISSOURI 
Cemetery Decoration Day 

Directors will be available to answer questions 
and receive donations. Receipts will be given. 

August 25, 2024
Service begins at 2:30 PM

Speaker – Rev. Quentin Little
Music - Joseph Flynn

All are welcome to visit the 
Cemetery and place flowers on graves

SUBMIT YOUR LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR TO US!

CALL 519-284-0041 
OR EMAIL 

INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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LOOKING
BACK

Fine Dining
By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1999)

The effort to establish a permanent skateboard 
park in St. Marys was recently given a higher 
profile. A “half-pipe” skateboard ramp has been 
set up in the high school parking lot for the 
month of August.

Three local restaurants (Westover, Woolfy’s, 
and Smith & Latham) are featured in the latest 
edition of Anne Hardy’s Where to Eat in Can-
ada. Only 250 restaurants from across Canada 
made this year’s edition.

The licensing fee for establishing a taxi busi-
ness in St. Marys is now $250. That figure was 
established at last week’s regular Council meet-
ing. 

50 years ago (1974)

The “patch fad” is quite welcome here in St. 
Marys. DeLong Scovill cuts, packages and dis-
tributes the patches in various sizes, colours, 
and materials.

July building permits totaled $108,000 and in-
cluded permits for three new homes on William 
Street, Huron Street and Ingersoll Street, as 
well as a new swim pool and various additions 
and garages.

The Parking Authority has established a park-
ing area along Water Street South for Amish 
Mennonite shoppers in St. Marys. There is 
space for about six buggies.

100 years ago (1924)

For the second time in the past two years, 
23-year-old Edward Harlton, a former St. Marys 
man, has been arrested for theft. Last year, he 
was given a two-year sentence for stealing 
a club bag in London and also emptying a St. 
Marys cellar of a quantity of liquor. On Satur-
day, he was again arrested on a charge of steal-
ing 38 chickens from Ernest Oliver of Wellburn.

Perth County Holstein breeders who have been 
chosen to represent the Association at Toronto 
Exhibit include W. Bolton and M. Oliver of St. 
Marys.

Ladies! You are invited to a demonstration of 
electric cooking. Some day you are going to 
have an electric range, so you are therefore 
invited to come and see an up-to-date electric 
range at work under the hands of an expert 
cook. A cooking demonstration will be held at 
the Hydro Shop from August 12-16.

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

Thurs., Aug. 8, 2024

Our annual Summer BBQ Celebration is back! Join 
us next Wednesday, August 14 from 4-7 p.m. for 
food, face painting, balloon animals, prizes, and 
cake! All the fun festivities will take place on the 
Queen Street lawn in front of the Library. Everyone 
is welcome to attend, and donations are accepted 
and appreciated. Thank you to the Friends of the 
Library for sponsoring this event.

This Week’s Recommendation 

Under the Sea is the theme for next week of the 
Summer Program. Explore the vastness of the 
world’s largest bodies of water with “Oceans” by DK 
and Andrea Mills. Learn about ocean formation, 
shipwrecks, underwater explorers, aquatic animals, 
and more in this book filled with easy-to-read facts 
and vibrant photos. Find “Oceans” in our children’s 
non-fiction section. Its call sticker reads “J 551.46 

Mil”.

Up This Week

Fri., Aug. 9: Drew Ripley: Balloon Magic Show* (1 
p.m.), Movies in the Park: The Fall Guy^ (dusk)

Sat., Aug. 10: Dungeons and Dragons (10 a.m.)

Mon., Aug. 12: Crafty Kids (10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.), 
Club SMPL (1:30-3 p.m.)

Tues., Aug. 13: Reading Help* (10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.), 
Discovery Den (1:30–3 p.m.)

Wed., Aug. 14: EarlyON Play and Read (9:30-10:30 
a.m.), Reading Help* (10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 1:30 
–3 p.m.), Mahjong Intro (1–2 p.m.), Mahjong! (2–4 
p.m.), Summer BBQ Celebration (4–7 p.m.), FOL 
Social (6:30-8 p.m.), Books and Brews*~ (7 p.m.)

Thurs., Aug. 15: Open 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

*Registration Required

^Cadzow Park (177 Church St. S, St. Marys)

~ Broken Rail Brewery (480 Glass St., St. Marys)

Straight from the Shelves
COMMUNITY

Taps on the Thames at 
Science Hill Country Club 

IS NOW OPEN!

(519) 284-3621

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
PERTH REGIMENT VETERANS

BRANCH 236 ST MARYS

HOURS
TUE – FRI 3PM - CLOSE (approx 5pm

SAT NOON - CLOSE (after meat draw)

SUN & MON - CLOSED

MEAT DRAW EVERY SAT AT 
5 PM, DRAWS FOR 20 MEAT 

PRIZES, PLUS A 50/50 DRAW

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE HALL FOR RENT
66 CHURCH STREET NORTH, 

ST MARYS 519 284-2267

168 SPA
Nails & Waxing

Acrylic/Gel
Shellac

Manicure
Pedicure

Monday - Friday 9:30am - 5pm, Saturday 9:30am - 1pm., Closed Sunday

Phone 226-661-4168
104 Queen St. E. St. Marys, On. N4X 1A3
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163 Queen St. E
 OFFICE: 519-284-4646 ▲ peakselectrealty@gmail.com

Sue Fowler  519-272-6961 - Broker/Manager
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Cathie Szmon  519-272-6019 - Broker of Record
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Kristine Tanner 519-274-4098 - Broker

BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICAL

HVAC

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL

CLEANING
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

BIN RENTAL OR FULL JUNK REMOVAL

519-284-2221
www.diamonddisposal.ca
info@diamonddisposal.ca
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PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations

MORTGAGE

SENIORS

CLEANING

PAINTING
WINDOW CLEANING

TREE SERVICE

TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT
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SEAMSTRESS
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INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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MUSIC

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!
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LIST WITH CHRIS!

Hiller Realty Brokerage
100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101

Chris Evans, Broker

listwithchris@wightman.ca

RETAIL
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Available now:
Ladies jockey briefs, buttons, gutermann 
thread, DMC embroidery floss, and more.

JOEL’S TREE SERVICE

www.joelstreeservice.com

Trimming, Removals, Stumps, 
Fertilizing

519-272-5742

ECRA/ESA# 7016671

GREAT SERVICE 
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
Full Service Electrical Solutions 

226-921-1739
info@hugheselectricalsolutions.com

Neufeld’s Painting
Home Interior
Jacquie & Angie

neufeldspainting@gmail.com
519-274-5761
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SUDOKU ANSWERS

HELP WANTED

QUIZ ANSWERS
1. Literary Device
2. Joe Frazier and Muhammad Ali
3. Guglielmo Marconi
4. Oct. 2019
5. Swimming, cycling, running
6. True
7. Keeps tempo
8. Human rights activist
9. Five
10. Internet Protocol Address

Radar Auto Parts has a full-time position open 
in our St. Marys location. 

Currently looking for a driver/counter opportunity. 
Looking for a team player.

Please send resume to Radar Auto Parts, 
395 Queen Street in St. Marys.

SPONSORED BY:
McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St E
Founding and Forever partner of 

Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the 
Stonetown Crier on Page 5
St. Marys Public Library events – See Page 29
Friday, August 9
- A.N.A.F. meat draw  – 6 p.m.
Saturday, August 10
- Town wide garage sale
- St. Marys Farmers Market at Milt Dunnell 
Field – 8 a.m. to Noon
- Harrington Grist Mill tour day – 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m.
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 p.m.
- Fashion show at the St. Marys Legion – 5-10 
p.m., Tickets are $10 each
Sunday, August 11
Monday, August 12
- St. Marys Horticultural Society flower show 
& open meeting at the Legion – 7 p.m.
Tuesday, August 13
Wednesday, August 14
- Melodies at the Museum featuring Jazzm@x 
at Cadzow Park – 7 p.m.
Thursday, August 15

THE WEEK AHEADTHE WEEK AHEADCLASSIFIED ADS
Wanted
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs.  Jazz, Blues, 
Rock, Pop, Fold, Soundtracks, and more.  Selectively buying 
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment.  For more 
information:  Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 
226-972-5750

CLASSIFIED ADS

Wanted
A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes. 
Phone 519-284-3774

Wanted to buy
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko 
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.
Are you downsizing or need an estate clean out?  We can help.
Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

Trees
Shade trees, Fruit trees, Apple, Pears, Peaches, Plums, 
Sweet and Sour Cherries, Apricot, Nectarines, Blueberry, 
Haskopp, Black Chokeberry, Grapes etc. 
Lots of Spruce, Pine, Cedars for windbreaks and privacy 
hedges, Sizes 1 to 6+.
Flowering shrubs and much more.
Come check us out Mon-Sat 7:00am - 6:00pm
Martin's Nursery 42661 Orangehill Road
Wroxeter (1 concession north of Wroxeter on Belmore Line)

Wanted
International W4, W6 or other old International tractors
Call 519-424-2231 in the evening.

For Sale
Looking for nice wedding gift ideas? Check the following
Noritaki China Table Setting  8 Plus (Belle Forte Pattern), 2 
Swan Candle holders, 2 Glass candle holders, stainless steel 
silverware in box (8 person), crystal glasses, bowls, wine de-
canter, 3 pc fruit plaque set, 2 tier wood spice rack, H.B. table 
top grill.
Krohler Oak Dining set (table plus 2 leaves, 7 chairs, 2 pc 
buffet)
Gold scroll edge mirror
3 pc Patio Set (table and 2 swivel chairs)
Baldwin Band organ
Phone 519-273-0853 or 519-271-3494

Wanted
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles.
Coca Cola, Pepsi or any pop company.
Brewery items - Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc.
Old radios and gramophones, wristwatches, pocket watches, 
old fruit jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans and 
signs - Red Indian, Supertest etc. Any small furniture. 
If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact me - 
519-570-6920.

1-888-4AL-ANON • AL-ANON.ORG

NOT EVERYONE

BY ALCOHOL IS AN 
TRAPPED

ALCOHOLIC
Families and friends

are suffering too

1-800-706-9833
al-anon.alateen.on.ca

App
available

Al-Anon & Alateen
could help
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C e d a r v i e w S e n i o r L i f e . c o m
Please visit us at the community for a personalized tour or for more information go to 

519.602.0282511 Finkle Street Woodstock, Ontario N4VOC4 

C E L E B R A T E  L I V I N G  W E L L 

L I M I T E D  T I M E  O N L Y 

F U L LY  F U R N I S H E D
1 - B E D R O O M  S U I T E

S P A C E S  A V A I L A B L E !

Ask about our specials! Book a tour and enjoy a complimentary lunch with us! 

C A L L  N O W  5 1 9 . 7 7 1 . 4 9 7 3

ReImagine Senior Living  


