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Khadijah Haliru is serving her first term 
as a councillor for the town of Ingersoll 
and has thrown her hat in the ring to serve 
as Oxford County’s Member of Provincial 
Parliament.

Haliru described herself as a communi-
ty leader and business owner in addition to 
her role as a member of council.

“Since immigrating to the USA in 2003 
and Canada in 2006, I have worked to 
bring people together through business, 
local governance, or grassroots initiatives 
to create real opportunities for families and 
workers anywhere I am. Strong communi-
ties are built when people feel supported, 
their concerns are heard, and when leader-
ship is focused on real solutions that im-
prove everyday lives.”

She has lived in smaller communities 
like Ann Arbor, Michigan, and Mission, 
BC, as well as major cities like Toronto, 
Brampton, and Vancouver.

“I’ve seen firsthand the disparities in 
funding, services, and opportunities. Rural 
areas and smaller towns often carry the 
burden of growth without receiving the 
same level of investment as bigger cities. 
This perspective allows me to recognize 
what’s missing in our approach to develop-
ment and advocate for solutions that ensure 
Oxford County gets its fair share. I believe 
in leadership that listens, takes action, and 
fights for real change that uplifts families, 
workers, and businesses alike.”

Haliru said her interest in politics comes 
from a belief that leadership is about stand-
ing up when it matters most. 

No one would argue being a member of 
Wilmot Township Council is easy these 
days. Big-ticket issues like the yet to be 
passed budget sitting at a nearly 20 per 
cent increase, the township’s poor finances, 
councillors filing complaints against others 
with the integrity commissioner and the 
controversial Prime Minister’s Path have 
taken centre-stage. The issues have also 
led to downright angry ratepayers lobbying 

criticism at a council made up entirely of 
rookie politicians.

Despite the negative press and difficult is-
sues, Mayor Natasha Salonen said council 
is making progress on some files.

“A lot of things are happening behind the 
scenes in terms of policy work that might not 
be exciting front-page news, however, real-
ly exciting for good governance. Council 
has requested some reports from staff that 
were initiated by the previous council.”

Salonen said one of those reports is a 
people plan, essentially a reorganizational 

structure.
“Again, not a super-flashy front-page 

item, but very helpful in terms of being able 
to find efficiencies within the organization 
to make sure we are working in the best way 
possible from a corporate standpoint.”

She added the township is also looking 
at ways to have policies in place to ensure 
reports to council are completed in a timely 
manner, something that came out of the cur-
rent budget process. 

“It allows us to fully understand an is-
sue before decisions are made. It’s exciting 
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS WITH US!
Contact Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418 or sharonbleis@gmail.com

Join the conversation! 88 Wellington Street, 
Stratford, Ontario N5A 2L2
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Sales Representative
Office: 519-273-2821 or Cell: 519-272-7676
email: mseby@rogers.com 

35 WELLINGTON STREET, TAVISTOCK
MLS®#: X11940860 $768,000 

Welcome to 35 Wellington Street Tavistock , a lovely 3 + 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom family bungalow home 
located within walking distance to the local public school, park and splash pad, arena and downtown. The 
spacious, open concept main floor is perfect for entertaining, with ample natural light and a seamless 
flow, offering a newer kitchen with sliders to a large deck and rear yard, main floor laundry and single 
attached garage and automatic Generac Generator. The basement offers a large rec room, two additional 
bedrooms, and plenty of storage space, providing extra room for family or guests (currently being rented 
out). Outside, enjoy your large 66 X 165 foot backyard perfect for relaxing or hosting gatherings. This 
home has had many updates in the last few years. If you are tired of all those stairs this would make a 
great retirement or family home. Call to view or view through the open house.

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 9TH • 1:00-3:00 PM 

163 JANELLE DRIVE, TAVISTOCK
MLS®#: X11940730 $789,900

This stunning 4-level back split offers space, elegance, and modern updates. Located in a sought-
after neighborhood backing onto green space, this home features a large 82 x 111.55 ft lot, an 
oversized single-car garage, and a double concrete driveway. Inside, you’ll find 3 bedrooms, 2 full 
baths (including a 5-pc cheater ensuite), and an open-concept main floor filled with natural light, 
ideal for family living and entertaining. Highlights include a newer roof (2016), gas heat, central 
air, mostly newer windows, and an owned water heater. The finished family room boasts a wet 
bar, while the lowest level offers laundry, in-floor heating, a 3-pc bath, potential for a 4th bedroom, 
and a walk-up to the garage. The bright kitchen opens to a large deck with an above-ground pool, 
perfect for enjoying sunsets. With an automatic generator and quick closing available, this lovingly 
maintained home is ready for your family! Call to view or view through the open house.

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 8TH • 1:00-3:00 PM 
OPEN HOUSE

OPEN HOUSE

foundational work we are putting in place to 
make sure our future is better set up and will 
put us in a better situation down the road. 
We are looking at an opportunity with this 
budget to implement the work needed to get 
back to good fiscal health.”

Salonen is a young, female mayor, being 
elected at the young age of 27, something 
never seen before in Ontario. A lifelong res-
ident of the township, she has an Honours 
BA in Human Sciences from the University 
of Oxford. Two and a half years into her 
mandate the Gazette asked her to reflect on 
being in the role to date. 

“Certainly not what I anticipated, but 
that’s not a bad thing. I think that could 
be true of everyone on council. I am very 
proud of the work we are doing and the 
fact we have been able to find gaps in our 
policies and now are setting up better gov-
ernance going forward. I believe they will 
leave our municipality in a better place than 
we found it.”

She added it wasn’t the work she expect-
ed on election night but she is enjoying the 
opportunity to serve the community as its 
mayor. 

Salonen and the rest of council have come 
under severe criticism from many members 
of the community and some infighting has 
occurred, particularly as a result of recent 
town halls held by councillors. She ex-
plained it is part of the job.

“Any public-facing job, you are going to 
face criticism, fair or not. I also recognize 
this is the level of government closest to the 
people. Some of the criticisms I get, I have 

no control over the decisions being made 
when it is, in fact, other levels of govern-
ment responsible.”

She added she is able to understand where 
residents are coming from and often the 
anger and frustration aren’t with her as a 
person.

“I am certainly open to valid criticism 
because constructive criticism is the only 
way to grow, but I don’t go on social media 
anymore, and I don’t think I am worse off 
for it. I was anticipating it to a level, hav-
ing worked in both federal and provincial 
politics.”

One wish Salonen does have is that her 
critics would stop and think and perhaps 
re-read something before hitting the send 
button or bothering to have a face-to-face 
conversation with her.

“That can be said for many things and any 
frontline staff person would appreciate that 
approach by people as well.”

As mentioned earlier in the story, but 
without naming any names, there does ap-
pear to be somewhat of a divide between 
members of council. While Salonen didn’t 
address the subject directly, she did say dis-
agreement is healthy.

“Every government should represent di-
versity in thought and if council is always 
voting the same way, there’s probably a 
problem there and you’re not having accu-
rate representation. What I continue to ex-
pect from council is to respect each other 
and do the work to represent our constitu-
ents. That often will result in people having 
different views and votes.”

Continued from page 1

Wilmot Mayor Reflects on Challenges, Progress, 
and Criticism

Wilmot Mayor Natasha Salonen is pictured at the recent ROMA conference in Toronto with 
Steven Harrison, Executive Director at Tri-County Mennonite Homes

(WILMOT TOWNSHIP PHOTO)
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FULLY STOCKED!FULLY STOCKED!
BIGGESTON THE BLOCK!

1362 VICTORIA STREET NORTH  KITCHENER 
MON-FRI 9AM-8PM SATURDAY 9-6 SUNDAY 10-5
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“Over the years, I’ve watched as critical 
services like education, healthcare, and so-
cial support, were eroded by funding cuts. 
I saw how my children’s friends were af-
fected when the first round of Ford’s cuts 
hit education and disability programs. 
Families struggled to find adequate care 
for their children with special needs, while 
others had to make impossible choices be-
tween work and caregiving.”

She said the pandemic resulted in the 
loss of nurses, doctors, and frontline 
staff because they were exhausted and 
unappreciated. 

“Now, we face a healthcare system 
stretched too thin, with wait times grow-
ing and fewer professionals to rely on. 
Meanwhile, students who once dreamed 
of a better future have had to walk away 
from post-secondary education because 
they couldn’t afford the costs, even when 
financial aid existed. A generation of young 
people was lost simply because they lacked 
access to opportunity.”

There are four main issues in her cam-
paign, starting with education and opportu-
nities for youth.

“We need to restore funding to schools, 
invest in disability programs, and ensure 
post-secondary education is accessible to 
all. Every child deserves a fair shot at suc-
cess, no matter their background or finan-
cial situation.”

She added it is also time to properly in-
vest in healthcare by retaining doctors and 
nurses, addressing burnout and expand 
healthcare access in rural communities like 
Oxford County. Building affordable and 
inclusive communities is also top of mind.

“Oxford is growing, but without smart 
housing solutions, proper childcare sup-
port, and job security, many families are 
struggling to keep up. We need bold action 
to ensure that our region remains a place 
where people can thrive.”

Haliru added she wants to bring back real 
support for working families. 

“That means investing in affordable 
childcare, especially for children with dis-
abilities, so that parents aren’t forced to 
choose between work and caregiving. It 
means ensuring healthcare workers get the 
wages and respect they deserve, so we don’t 
lose more nurses and doctors. And it means 
making sure our schools have the resources 
to give every child a quality education.”

The Echo also asked Haliru if there were 
any issues specific to local communities: 

•	 Woodstock – Expand housing op-
tions and improve public transpor-
tation. Ensure new developments 
include affordable housing options.

•	 Ingersoll – Strengthen healthcare ac-
cess and ensure infrastructure keeps 
pace with growth. Strengthen dis-
ability and social support programs 
for families who need them most.

•	 Tavistock – Invest in rural infrastruc-
ture and make sure small communi-
ties aren’t left behind. Address the 
unique needs of agricultural support.

”This election is about more than par-
ty loyalty. It’s about choosing leadership 
that understands what families are going 
through. I encourage everyone, no matter 
their political background, to think about 
what kind of future we want for Oxford. Do 
we want to keep struggling with underfund-
ed schools, an overstretched healthcare sys-
tem, and a lack of real economic opportuni-
ty? Or do we want leadership that will fight 
for solutions that truly make a difference?”

She added voters can’t afford four more 
years of Doug Ford. 

“I believe we can do better. We need 
fresh Ideas. It's been 30 years since the last 
NDP government. The party has changed, 
the priorities have changed and the peo-
ple have changed. I know we can build a 
stronger Oxford with current policies that 
will drive growth, where every person—no 
matter their background—has access to the 
services, education, and opportunities they 
need to succeed. I am ready to step up and 
fight for that vision.”

Ingersoll Councillor Launches 
Campaign for Oxford MPP
Continued from page 1
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Your Unused 
Treasures Can
Change Lives
Start the year by giving 
back — donate to 

mccthriftontario.com/newhamburg
41 Heritage Dr, New Hamburg
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Wilmot’s unique history and culture 
will be on display on Saturday, Feb. 15 at 
the annual Heritage Day. The event runs 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the New Dundee 
Community Centre.

This occasion has been running for more 
than three decades and presents an oppor-
tunity for residents and visitors to learn 
about local heritage. This year’s theme 
is “Celebrating Wilmot’s Families”. The 
event will also commemorate the 175th 
anniversary of Wilmot Township.

Attendees can expect informative dis-
plays about the families that have shaped 
Wilmot’s past and present. There will also 
be guest speakers discussing a range of 
topics related to this year’s theme.

The first speaker, Kristen Hahn, will take 
the stage at 11 a.m. with a presentation titled 
"The Historic Buildings of New Hamburg: 

Writing the Genealogy of a Town.” Hahn 
will chronicle Marie Voisin’s journey from 
assessment roll research, to building fam-
ily trees of the owners, to publishing their 
book. Another speaker will discuss the his-
tory of the Canadian flag.

A lunch prepared by the New Dundee 
Women’s Institute will also be available 
for purchase.

This event is proudly organized by the 
Heritage Wilmot and Castle Advisory 
Committee, a volunteer group that advo-
cates for the designation and conservation 
of properties with historic and cultural val-
ue. The committee also promotes heritage 
interests and works to preserve and pass 
on local history.

For more information about Heritage 
Wilmot and the Heritage Day event, visit 
www.heritagewilmot.ca. Questions about 
Heritage Day can be directed to Sherri 
Gropp at 519-634-8444, ext. 9259 or sher-
ri.gropp@wilmot.ca.

Learn about local history 
and culture at annual 
Heritage Day event  

Wilmot Township’s annual Heritage Day will take place on Feb. 15 at the New Dundee Com-
munity Centre

WILMOT-TAVISTOCK GAZETTE STAFF

thewtgazette@gmail.com

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Peaceful Meadows Retirement Residence

Now Open to Accepting New Residents

Call or email us today for more information or to schedule a tour of our facility.

Are you or a loved one looking for a place to retire with peace of mind? 

Look no further… Peaceful Meadows is here to serve you! 

• Newly renovated suites

• Assisted living accommodations

• Respite Care 

• Nursing and Care Staff available 24/7

• Laundry and cleaning services

• Fresh home cooked meals

Call: 519 595 8087         

Email: info@peacefulmeadows.ca

Website @ www.peacefulmeadows.ca

We offer

Address: 6124 Ana Street

Brunner, ON  N0K 1C0
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TAVISTOCK FIRE DEPARTMENT IS HOSTING A 
FREE PUBLIC SKATE ON FAMILY DAY

Monday, February 17th from 9:30-11:00 am (new time)
at Tavistock arena

 HOT DOGS, SAPUTO SPONSORED CHEESE STRINGS AND CHOCOLATE MILK FOR THE KIDS 
SPARKY WILL BE THERE TOO!

ALL ARE WELCOME!ALL ARE WELCOME!

What was once a summer camp for kids 
in Tavistock has announced plans to open 
up in a third municipality. 

Camp Alliwannado and the Township of 
Wellesley have announced a new partner-
ship, just a few years after the operation 
expanded into Ayr.

"We are excited to join forces with the 
Township of Wellesley. Our shared vision 
of nurturing the power of outdoor play and 
personal growth will create lasting memo-
ries for all participants," said Ash Baer, the 
camp’s director of operations.

Camp Alliwannado will operate for 
six weeks at the Township of Wellesley 
Recreation Complex. 

“The state-of-the-art facility offers a safe 
and enriching environment where young 
campers can learn, play, and grow. The 
camp features leadership development, 
outdoor adventures, creative arts, sports, 
and educational activities, each tailored to 
inspire and engage children at every age 
level,” according to a joint press release.

Baer said growth is a part of the organi-
zation’s vision.

“We are looking to go into more com-
munities that need access to day camp 
and an outdoor experience in the summer. 

Wellesley was on our radar for a little 
while and we heard from the township 
recently that they wanted to get it going. 
After some strategic planning on both 
ends, we decided it was a good partnership 
and we moved ahead.”

Founded over a decade ago in Tavistock 
by Annie Rowland, the camp has a history 
of fostering personal growth and commu-
nity spirit. 

“The partnership not only enhances 
summer camp opportunities but also cre-
ates over 25 jobs for local youth, contrib-
uting to the community's economic and 
social vitality,” added the release.

“In partnership with Camp Alliwannado, 
The Township of Wellesley is thrilled to 
bring an exciting array of summer camps 
to the Township Recreation Complex 
for Summer 2025,” explained township 
CAO Rik Louwagie. “This collaboration 
brings  together the best of both worlds, 
creating memorable, enriching experienc-
es for families and ensuring every child 
has the opportunity to learn, grow, and 
make lasting memories right here in our 
community.” 

The need for camps was originally iden-
tified from feedback gathered in the 2023 
Recreation Master Plan. The Township 
discovered that a local childcare organi-
zation that previously offered summer 

camps would no longer be offering camps 
in 2025. 

“That news left a void in camps opening 
the opportunity for the township to bring 
summer camps to the township,” Louwagie 
added. “The camp will take place mainly 
outdoors and utilize the park, soccer fields 
and trail at the complex. The arena floor at 
the Bill Gies Recreation Centre will also 
be available for campers as well as the 
gymnasium when not booked for other ac-
tivities and events.”

Baer and Rowland went to high school 
together at Waterloo Oxford. Baer was 
working at an overnight camp and the two 
talked about Rowland’s idea to start a day 
camp in Tavistock over a decade ago. 

“We connected and I supported her just 
by being in the same industry. I officially 
started full-time with her just this month. 
With the ability to expand and have Annie 
remain in her teaching role, I came on op-
erationally to ensure as we grow from site 
to site the standard doesn’t change and we 
can keep elevating the experience.”

Finding daycare options, particularly in 
the summer, can be challenging in many 
smaller communities. Baer said they rec-
ognize that which is another reason they 
are looking to expand further. She added 
creating an affordable option for parents is 
also top of mind.

“One priority for us is to maintain our 
fees. We know life is very expensive right 
now, we are all living through it. Camp is 
something needed for summer enjoyment 
but the reality is parents need somewhere 
for their kids to go. If they are going to go 
somewhere it should be a place of learning 
and where they can make connections and 
have outdoor summer fun.”

She adding they are very cautious about 
raising rates and at the same time are smart 
about the way programs are brought to life.

“We want to ensure people can afford 
camp and at the same time pay staff mem-
bers a fair wage.”

The camp said it will try to accommo-
date all registrants but each week will be 
capped at 60 participants. Online regis-
tration for the Wellesley dates opened 
Wednesday evening. 

“Together, Camp Alliwannado and the 
Township of Wellesley are committed to 
providing affordable, local childcare that 
fosters a sense of adventure and creativi-
ty. Each week, campers will enjoy diverse 
themes,  such as "Taylor Swift vs. Travis 
Kelce Week," "Movie Magic," and "Camp 
Curiosity," ensuring there is something for 
every interest,” explained the release.

More information is available at www.
campalliwannado.com. 

Camp Alliwannado expands into Wellesley 
LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
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It’s election time in Ontario, and across 
the province, candidates have started 
meeting with voters and sharing their plat-
forms. It’s a great time for all of us to be 
involved in our democratic process – fo-
cusing on the issues that matter and learn-
ing what candidates would do about them 
if elected.

At the Ontario Federation of Agriculture, 
where I serve as a Vice President, we reg-
ularly meet with politicians from all polit-
ical parties and all levels of government, 
not just during an election. It’s part of our 
ongoing commitment to ensure that agri-
cultural and rural needs and concerns are 
put in front of decision-makers.

During an election, however, the OFA 
puts a particular push on engaging with 
politicians from all parts of the province 

as they vie for votes on the campaign trail.
That’s because agriculture isn’t just a ru-

ral issue. As the largest contributor to the 
Ontario economy, a thriving agriculture 
sector helps keep communities, making 
investment in rural and agriculture an in-
vestment into food sovereignty and sus-
tainable farm production.

Protecting our ability here at home to 
grow as much of our own food, fuel, fibre 
and flowers as possible is critically import-
ant, especially in the face of trade disrup-
tions, geopolitical upheaval and the im-
pacts of a changing climate on the world’s 
food-producing regions.

To do so, we need strong farming busi-
nesses and a competitive, supportive eco-
nomic and legislative environment that 
will let them be sustainable and profitable.

At OFA, we believe candidates must 
show leadership in three priority areas to 

Election priorities for farmers focus on protecting 
ability to grow food 

A dairy farm in Ontario, where agriculture plays a crucial role in the province’s economy. 
As election season unfolds, the Ontario Federation of Agriculture is urging candidates to 
prioritize farmland protection, local food production, and rural infrastructure investment.

SARA WOOD

Ontario Federation of Agriculture

(OFA PHOTO)

Continued on page 7



7Thursday, February 6, 2025The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

best support food, farming and rural devel-
opment in Ontario:

•	 Protecting farmland through respon-
sible land-use planning

•	 Supporting the agricultural sector to 
secure Ontario’s food supply

•	 Investing in rural infrastructure
Farmland preservation
Our farmland is the cornerstone that sup-
ports every major aspect of life in Ontario. 
For Ontario farmers to maintain sup-
ply and meet demand for local products, 
farmland needs to be protected, and urban 
sprawl contained. Agricultural land is a fi-
nite resource, making up less than five per 
cent of Ontario’s land – when it is lost, it 
is lost forever.
Long-term land use planning must balance 
encouraging urban and industrial growth 
with protecting agricultural land to ensure 
we have the resources available to contin-
ue producing food for the future.
We are asking candidates to support:
•	 Protecting domestic food and farm 

production by preserving farmland 
through smart land use planning 
policy.

•	 Intensifying development in the 
existing urban footprint and dis-
tributing economic development 
province-wide.

Supporting local food and farming 
businesses
Buying local matters. Studies have shown 
that if every Ontario household spent an 
additional $10 a week on local food and 

farm products, it would generate $2.4 bil-
lion annually and create 10,000 new jobs.
At the same time, farmers need govern-
ment policy that supports production, re-
duces regulatory burdens, improves farm 
business’ capacity to manage risk from 
challenges like climate change and mar-
ket fluctuations, and helps address labour 
shortages in the sector.
We are asking candidates to support:
•	 Prioritizing local production to 

strengthen our control over the avail-
ability and safety of our food and pro-
tect against disruptions.

•	 Creating better programs and strat-
egies to promote jobs and careers in 
the agri-food sector, and the education 
programs that feed those jobs.

Investing in rural Ontario’s physical 
and social infrastructure
Infrastructure is an essential part of 
Ontario’s economy and is critical to attract 
new businesses and residents. Investments 
into physical and social infrastructure 
across the province support distributed 
economic development and growth of 
Ontario’s rural hubs – the only practical, 
long-term solution to ease our transporta-
tion and housing crises.
This means roads, bridges and proper 
drainage; affordable, accessible ener-
gy; reliable and affordable cellular and 
highspeed internet coverage; and quality 
schools and healthcare.
We are asking candidates to support:
•	 Much needed investments in the 

maintenance, repair, resilience and 
growth of rural Ontario’s critical 
infrastructure.

•	 An integrated energy plan that balanc-
es reliability, affordability, and sus-
tainability; and continued expansion 
of rural communications infrastruc-
ture to address current inefficiencies 
and barriers.

Local food and farm products, preserv-

ing farmland and strong communities 
affect all Ontarians, whether rural or ur-
ban. Regardless of where you live in the 
province, I encourage you to connect with 

your local candidates and talk about these 
issues.
It’s important that candidates from all 
parties and in all ridings are aware of the 
important role that agriculture plays in our 
province.
For more information, contact:
Tyler Brooks, Ontario Federation of 
Agriculture 519-994-2578 comms@ofa.
on.ca

Come celebrate Valentine’s Day with us and enjoy a mixed Thai and Indian meal 

$70
Meal for 2
NO HST

$140
Meal for 2
NO HST

Spring Rolls, Onion Bhajee

Pad Thai Chicken

Butter Chicken

Thai Beef and Shrimp Fried Rice

Naan

Spring Rolls, Chicken Wings
Onion Bhajee

Pad Thai Chicken
Cashew Nut Shrimp

Beef Korma
Butter Chicken

Thai Vegetable Fried Rice
Pulao Rice. 2 Naan

GET A HALF LITRE OF WINE FOR $25 

LOCAL DELIVERY $5 AND $10 TO THE SURROUNDING AREA (10 KM) LIMIT

36 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock, Ontario
519-301-5226 | www.rajatavistock.ca

OPEN TUESDAY TO SUNDAY
Lunch 11:30 am to 2:30 pm | Dinner 5 pm to 9 pm

Continued from page 6

Full mechanic al services
& TIRES FOR ALL VEHICLES

ALIGNMENT

SUSPENSION

OIL CHANGES

BRAKES

LICENSED VEHICLE 
INSPECTION STATION

PASSENGER & L IGHT TRUCK

FARM TIRES

HEAVY TRUCK

LAWN & GARDEN

CAMPERS,  RV’S,  
ATV’S & MORE

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519.662.4990 | oktire.com

HAVE A STORY IDEA? 
SEND IT TO OUR EDITOR GALEN SIMMONS 

AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE! 

To book advertising 
space contact our 
sales representative 

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
Sharon Leis, 519-580-5418, sharonbleis@gmail.com

(Publisher’s note: the proposed hostile 
action taken by U.S. President Donald 
Trump to impose 25 per cent tariffs on 
Canada will have an impact on all com-
munities within our country, therefore we 
have allocated space within this week’s 
newspaper so that you may read the com-
plete English transcript of our Prime 
Minister’s Feb. 1, 2025 address to the 
nation where he delivered the Canadian 
response.)

“Good evening. Today, the United States 
informed us they will be imposing a 25 
per cent tariff on Canadian exports to the 
United States and 10 per cent on Canadian 
energy, a decision that, should they elect 
to proceed with, should take effect on 
Tuesday, Feb. 4.

Tonight, first I want to speak directly to 
Americans. Our closest friends and neigh-
bors. This is a choice that, yes, will harm 
Canadians. But beyond that, it will have 
real consequences for you, the American 
people.

As I have consistently said, tariffs 
against Canada will put your jobs at risk, 
potentially shutting down American auto 
assembly plants and other manufacturing 
facilities.

They will raise costs for you, including 
food at the grocery stores and gas at the 
pump.

They will impede your access to an af-
fordable supply of vital goods crucial for 
U.S. security, such as nickel, potash, ura-
nium, steel and aluminum.

They will violate the free trade agree-
ment that the president and I, along with 
our Mexican partner, negotiated and 
signed a few years ago. But it doesn’t have 
to be this way.

As President John F. Kennedy said many 
years ago, geography has made us neigh-
bors. History has made us friends, eco-
nomics has made us partners, and necessi-
ty has made us allies.

That rang true for many decades prior 
to President Kennedy’s time in office, and 
in the decades since, from the beaches of 
Normandy to the mountains of the Korean 
Peninsula, from the fields of Flanders to 
the streets of Kandahar, we have fought 
and died alongside you during your dark-
est hours during the Iranian hostage crisis. 
Those 444 days, we worked around the 
clock from our embassy to get your inno-
cent compatriots home.

During the summer of 2005, when 
Hurricane Katrina ravaged your great 
city of New Orleans, or mere weeks ago 
when we sent water bombers to tackle the 

wildfires in California. During the day, 
the world stood still, Sept. 11, 2001, when 
we provided refuge to stranded passen-
gers and planes. We were always there, 
standing with you, grieving with you, the 
American people.

Together, we’ve built the most success-
ful economic, military and security part-
nership the world has ever seen. A relation-
ship that has been the envy of the world.

Yes, we’ve had our differences in the 
past, but we’ve always found a way to get 
past them. As I’ve said before, if President 
Trump wants to usher in a new golden age 
for the United States, the better path is to 
partner with Canada, not to punish us.

Canada has critical minerals, reliable 
and affordable energy, stable democratic 
institutions, shared values and the natural 
resources you need. Canada has the ingre-
dients necessary to build a booming and 
secure partnership for the North American 
economy, and we stand at the ready to 
work together.

Let’s take a moment to talk about our 
shared border. Our border is already safe 
and secure, but there’s always, always 
more work to do. Less than one per cent of 
fentanyl, less than one per cent of illegal 
crossings into the United States come from 
Canada.

But hearing concerns from both 

Canadians and Americans, including the 
American president himself, we’re tak-
ing action. We launched a $1.3 billion 
border plan that is already showing re-
sults, because we, too, are devastated by 
the scourge that is fentanyl, a drug that 
has torn apart communities and caused so 
much pain and torment for countless fam-
ilies across Canada, just like in the United 
States.

A drug that we too want to see wiped 
from the face of this earth. A drug whose 
traffickers must be punished. As neigh-
bors, we must work collaboratively to fix 
this.

Unfortunately, the actions taken today 
by the White House split us apart instead 
of bringing us together.

Tonight, I am announcing Canada will 
be responding to the U.S. trade action 
with 25 per cent tariffs against $155 bil-
lion worth of American goods. This will 
include immediate tariffs on $30 billion 
worth of goods as of Tuesday, followed 
by further tariffs on $125 billion worth 
of American products in 21 days time to 
allow Canadian companies and supply 
chains to seek to find alternatives.

Like the American tariffs, our response 
will also be far reaching and include every-
day items such as American beer, wine and 
bourbon, fruits and fruit juices, including 

orange juice, along with vegetables, per-
fume, clothing and shoes.

It’ll include major consumer products 
like household appliances, furniture and 
sports equipment, and materials like lum-
ber and plastics, along with much, much 
more.

And as part of our response, we are con-
sidering with the provinces and territories, 
several non-tariff measures, including 
some relating to critical minerals, energy 
procurement and other partnerships.

We will stand strong for Canada. We will 
stand strong to ensure our countries con-
tinue to be the best neighbors in the world.

With all that said, I also want to speak 
directly to Canadians in this moment.

I’m sure many of you are anxious, but I 
want you to know we are all in this togeth-
er. The Canadian government, Canadian 
businesses, Canadian organized labour, 
Canadian civil society, Canada’s premiers, 
and tens of millions of Canadians from 
coast to coast to coast are aligned and 
united.

This is Team Canada at its best.
And now is also the time to choose 

Canada.
There are many ways for you to do your 

part. It might mean checking the labels at 
the supermarket and picking Canadian-
made products. It might mean opting for 
Canadian rye over Kentucky bourbon, or 
forgoing Florida orange juice altogeth-
er. It might mean changing your summer 
vacation plans to stay here in Canada and 
explore the many national and provincial 
parks, historical sites and tourist destina-
tions that our great country has to offer. 

It might mean doing all of these things 
or finding your own way to stand up for 
Canada. In this moment, we must pull to-
gether because we love this country. We 
pride ourselves on braving the cold during 
the long winter months. We don’t like to 
beat our chests, but we’re always out there 
waving the maple leaf loudly and proudly 
to celebrate an Olympic gold medal.

Canada is home to bountiful resources, 
breathtaking beauty, and a proud people 
who’ve come from every corner of the 
globe to forge a nation with a unique iden-
tity worth embracing and celebrating. We 
don’t pretend to be perfect, but Canada is 
the best country on earth.

There’s nowhere else that I, in our 41 
million strong family, would rather be.

And we will get through this challenge 
just as we’ve done countless times before 
together.

Thank you.” 

Transcript of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s Feb. 1, 
2025 address to the nation 
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SUBSCRIBE TO THE GAZETTE TO HAVE IT DELIVERED IN YOUR MAIL!
The cost is $57.75 for a year. Payment can be made by: Cheque mailed to PO Box 2310, St Marys 

ON N4X 1A2 OR dropped off at D&D Homestyle Cuisine & Café, 8 Woodstock St N, Tavistock 
OR call 519-655-2341 with credit card details OR e-transfer granthavenmedia@gmail.com

By Sydney Grant
Slowly but surely, I’m reading 
through the past pages of the Tavis-
tock Gazette (est. 1895). Within this 
weekly column I’d like to share with 
you some of my findings.

February 5-12, 2020, Edition (5 
years ago)

Wiarton Willie has predicted an 
early spring.

Roger and Rosanne Bender aren’t 
ones for the limelight. They like to 
work behind the scenes. But their ef-
forts were recognized last week by 
the Tavistock Agricultural Society 
as the recipients of the 2019 Meri-
torious Service Award Certificate. 
Their volunteer work with the Soci-
ety over the past number of decades 
was highlighted when President Ju-
lie Kimpel presented the couple with 
the award and two stoned lapel pins 
from the Ontario Association of Ag-
ricultural Societies, District 7. 

On January 31, 2020, at approxi-
mately 8:00 a.m., the Oxford Coun-
ty Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 

received a report of a stolen mini 
excavator from a business on Ox-
ford Road 34, East Zorra-Tavistock 
Township. Investigation determined 
that an unknown person entered 
the property at approximately 2:05 
a.m. and removed a 2019 yellow and 
black coloured John Deere 30G mini 
excavator with a blade and bucket at-
tached.

Tavistock’s last taxi service was 
operated some 15 years ago. This 
past week, Oxford Taxi and Deliv-
eries was introduced to the commu-
nity to supply rides and deliveries 
for people in Tavistock and the sur-
rounding area. “Our main objective 
is to provide our best services in 
Oxford at an affordable price,” said 
owner Don Robinson at the official 
business launch on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 4, 2020. 

There was dancing. There was 
singing. There were even some clev-
er lines added to the script. And the 
Grade 6 class of Mrs. Cathay Kelly 
did it all on their own. The theatri-
cal musical Aladdin Jr. performed by 
the Tavistock Public School class on 

February 5, 2020 was well-received 
by fellow students and parents alike. 

February 3-10, 2010, Edition (15 
years ago)

Wiarton Willie saw his shadow 
last week predicting six more weeks 
of winter. 

The Braves had a busy 3 game 
weekend with past weekend facing 
3 teams that are having very strong 
seasons. On friday night it was Hag-
ersville in town. Unfortunately the 
Hawks had a 6-3 victory over the 
Braves. Billy Whaling made 28 saves 
in the loss. On Saturday night, the 
team travelled to Thamesford. With 
goals from James McCorquodale, 
Blair MacKay, Devin Burg, Brad 
Dunn, Reis Bender, Kyle Alyea, and 
Adam Renkema, the Braves ended 
with a 7-2 win. The North Middle-
sex Stars came to town on Sunday 
afternoon where the Braves defeated 
them 5-1.

Skaters earning medals at the 
Dennis Silverthorne Memorial In-
vitational Skating Competition, St. 
Thomas, Ontario the weekend of 

January 29-30 include Leah Killing 
- Pre-Preliminary A - 3rd; Lauren 
Holdsworth - Preliminary A - 1st; 
Kristen Lupton - Preliminary A - 
3rd; Jessica Quinn - Preliminary A 
- 1st: and Tina Nauta - Preliminary 
A - 2nd.

February 1-8, 1995, Edition (30 
years ago)

Tavistock and area residents will 
have to put their new arena plans 
into high gear following the an-
nouncement last Wednesday that the 
community has received $866,000 
in jobsOntario funding from the 
government. At a meeting called 
at the Tavistock Memorial Hall on 
January 25th, Oxford MPP Kimble 
Sutherland announced the funding 
to replace the Tavistock arena on be-
half of Anne Swarbrick, Minister of 
Culture, Tourism, and Recreation. 
Tavistock’s 28-year-old facility has 
been recently studied along with the 
recreational needs of the Township, 
and it was determined that a new, 
two-storey building should be con-
structed costing an estimated $2.5 to 
$2.7 million.

The Old Gazettes

5th Annual Heritage Edition
Coming Thursday, February 20th 

Deadline Friday, February 14th
“Our communities are deeply rooted with traditions and family builders”

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Contact Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418 or email sharonbleis@gmail.com196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633

2025 CALENDARS ARE
GOING QUICKLY

OPTI-CASH CALENDAR DRAW

Optimist Club of 
Downie Inc.

Jan. 26 Murray Matthison, Stratford  . . . . . . . $50.00
Jan. 27 Lula Koert, St. Pauls  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Jan. 28 Jackie Kinder, London  . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Jan. 29 Perry & Linda Keller, Tavistock  . . . . . $50.00
Jan. 30 Kayla Schoonderwoerd, Mitchell  . . . $50.00
Jan. 31 Chris Schauer, Stratford  . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Feb. 01 Ran & Magdalene Raycraft, Brunner  $200.00
Feb. 02 Lula Koert, St. Pauls  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Feb. 03 Andrea McKenny, St. Marys  . . . . . . . $50.00
Feb. 04 Rosemary Vail, Stratford  . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Feb. 05 Jeff Sager, St. Marys  . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Feb. 06 Peter G. Moreton, Stratford  . . . . . . . $50.00
Feb. 07 Paul Warwick, Woodham  . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Feb. 08 Nicole Caskanette, Strathroy  . . . . . $200.00
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Sorry For Your Loss

May the road rise up to meet you. May the
wind be always at your back. May the sun
shine warm upon your face; the rains fall soft
upon your fields and until we meet again,
may God hold you in the palm of His hand.

ROTH: Shirley Lou Ann 
(nee Leis)

Passed away unexpected-
ly on Sunday, February 2, 
2025 at the Stratford General 
Hospital. Shirley Roth of 
Tavistock was in her 90th 
year.

Beloved wife of the late 
Howard Roth who prede-
ceased her August 19, 2016. 
Loving mother of Philip & 
wife Joyce of Allenford, Tim 
& wife Melody of Tavistock, 

Debbie & husband Fred Kindler of Stratford and 
Wanda & husband Doug Amstutz of Kitchener. Sadly 
missed by her grandchildren Shannon Snyder (Jared) , 
Shawn Roth (Marketa), Krista Matthews (Kris), Tyler 
Roth, Meagan Lichti (Scott), Laura Kindler (David), 
Aaron Kindler (Sarah), Amani Amstutz (Sidney), 
Abigail Taylor (Evan) , Sophia Amstutz (Lucas) and 
by her 10 great grandchildren. Survived by her broth-
er Albert & Irene Leis of Poole. She will be remem-
bered and missed by her dear friend Raymond Ruby 
and family of Tavistock.

Predeceased by her parents Alvin & Idella (Kropf) 
Leis and infant son Myron.

Our mom was full of life and spunk right up until 
her final days, always embracing adventure and joy. 
She devoted much of her younger years to raising her 
family, and later found fulfillment and independence 
through her work at K-Mart and other retail oppor-
tunities. Her grandchildren were her greatest joy and 
the light of her life. She had a passion for quilting and 
embroidery, and spent countless hours volunteering at 
MCC Thrift in New Hamburg. Her faith was central 
to who she was, and she was a cherished member of 
both the East Zorra and Cassel Mennonite Churches, 
where she devoted many hours of service.

Relatives and friends will be received in the Francis 
Funeral Home, 77 Woodstock St. N. Tavistock on 
Thursday for 2-4 & 6:30-8:30 pm. Funeral Service 
will take place at East Zorra Mennonite Church 
16, Line on Friday, February 7, 2025 at 11:00 am. 
Interment will take place prior to the service at 10:30 
am in the church cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the MCC - Clean 
Water Project or the Huron Perth Children's Aid 
Society would be appreciated by the family. Personal 
condolences can be posted at www.francisfh.ca

OBITUARY
JAMES CROWLEY

It is with profound sad-
ness that we announce the 
passing of Jim Crowley, 
48, of Mitchell on Sunday, 
February 2nd, 2025. He is 
survived by the love of his 
life, Stephanie; and their 
three children, Jake, Joey, 
and Casey. Son of Frank 
(predeceased in 2016) and 
Patsy Crowley, and son-
in-law to Ron and Cheryl 

Bender. Beloved brother and brother-in-law of Jane 
and Ben Rapien, Julianne and Mark Dunn, Jeanette 
and Ryan Parker, John Crowley, Dana and Trevor 
Rhodes, Zenon and Stacey Bender. Loving Uncle to 
Sarah, Katie, Connor, Hannah, Grace, Ruby, Rosie, 
Natalie, Shelby, and Colby.

With that unforgettable laugh of his, Jim’s person-
ality was infectious. His loyalty, care and concern for 
his family, friends, neighbours, and coworkers, has 
left an impact on so many. 

An individual with boundless energy, Jim was con-
stantly on his feet and on the move. He enjoyed play-
ing hockey, tackling new projects, farming, and help-
ing friends and family whenever they needed it. He 
loved assisting and coaching with soccer and hockey 
teams, and the adventurer in him also looked forward 
to snowmobiling, time in Barrow Bay, and other sum-
mer cottaging trips with friends and family. He was 
member of the Seaforth Knights of Columbus #5289 
and enjoyed participating in their community events.

An employee of Ken Robinson Refrigeration for 22 
years, Jim’s extensive skills and dependability saw 
him service many HVAC systems across Ontario. 
His travels throughout the province made him many 
friendships along the way. 

This journey of Jim’s has ended too soon. His 
laughter and passion for life will remain in us all. 

Visitation will be held at Lockhart Funeral Home, 
109 Montreal St., Mitchell, on Thursday, February 6th 
from 6-8 p.m. and on Friday, February 7th from 2-4 
p.m. and 6-8 p.m. Mass of Christian Burial will be 
celebrated at St. Patrick's Catholic Church, Dublin on 
Saturday, February 8th at 11:00 am. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations to the Children’s Health Foundation, 
London or St. Columban Soccer would be appreci-
ated. (For donations to St. Columban Soccer please 
send e-transfer to payments@stcolumbansc.com - put 
your name and address in the message line)

OBITUARY

Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 

N.H. INC.
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Call 519-462-2259 or 519-462-2947
596633 County Rd 59, 3 miles south of Tavistock

Apples available are Gala, Empire,  
Idared and Red Delicious.

WINTER HOURS:

Apple Products, Fresh local produce, 
Honey, Jams and Pickles

 Kintore Co�ee and Deep Purple Lavender

Wednesday - Saturday, 9 am - 5 pm

Red Grapefruit and California Navel Oranges

CUSTOM STEEL FABRICATING
STEEL - Sheets, Structural

                 - Aluminum, Stainless

WAYNE ECKSTEIN
Plant Manager TEL: (519) 662-2820

wayne@waldorindustries.on.ca

WAL-DOR INDUSTRIES LIMITED
202 Bergey Court, New Hamburg, Ontario N3A 2J5

Maximize your 
return.

Conservative
Advice for
Intelligent
Decisions Donna L. Hinz

196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4

519-273-1633    franklinehinz.com

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES CONTACT SHARON LEIS
AT 519-580-5418 OR SHARONBLEIS@GMAIL.COM

ONLINE
READ US

GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE/
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ADVERTISE WITH US!
Contact Sharon Leis 

at 519-580-5418 
or email 

sharonbleis@gmail.com

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette 
Weekly Quiz

By Jake Grant

1.	 What is the birthstone for February?
2.	 What does GDP stand for?
3.	 Who won album of the year at the 2025 Grammys?
4.	 What color is the brick road in Wizard of Oz?
5.	 Who is the Roman god of love, desire and attraction?
6.	 Did Wiarton Willie see his shadow on groundhog day?
7.	 Who wrote Pride and Prejudice?
8.	 What is the name of the largest mountain in Canada?
9.	 What do you call people born on Feb. 29th?
10.	What year was marijuana legalized in Canada?

Answers found on page 22

TOWNSHIP OF 
EAST ZORRA-TAVISTOCK

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock • Phone: 

519-655-2151
All are welcome

Service led by Rev. Marilyn Arthur • Music by 
Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Pastor Steve Hoffard 

Church Office 519-655-2372 • trinitylcoffice@
gmail.com

www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Pastor Julie Ellison White

131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am, 

with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
All ages Junior Sunday School will follow after 

the service.
All are Welcome

Stream services online at www.tavis-
tockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario

Questions or Need Help? Text or Call: (519) 
655-2413

tavistockbc.org
Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday

www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra

Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

WILMOT TOWNSHIP

ST GEORGE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
Corner of Waterloo St 

and Byron St, New Hamburg
Weekly Sunday services at 10:15 am.  

All are welcome.
https://www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com

St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd Wilmot Township

All are welcome.
Rev Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450

sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com

St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212 

Pastor Jim Brown
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour 

and sermon discussion. 
All are welcome

A Hickson-area couple has lost their 
home after a fire last week at Sunpark 
Hidden Valley estates, just off Highway 
59.

“The East Zorra-Tavistock Fire 
Department responded to a structure fire 
at approximately 5 p.m. on Jan. 30.  Both 
Hickson and Innerkip stations responded 
with assistance from Tavistock’s tanker,” 
said EZT Fire Chief Scott Alexander.

“Upon arrival, the mobile home was ful-
ly engulfed leading to serious damage to 
the trailer. There was no one home at the 
time, and there were no injuries. The fire 
is believed to have started near the furnace 
room, and no dollar value has been deter-
mined at this time,” he added.

A gofundme page has been started by 

Darryl Donaghey, a friend of the couple.
“Friends and neighbours in our small 

little community lost their home and all 
their belongings, including family pets 
in a fire this evening. This young family 
has endured so much in their lives already, 
and it's just terrible to witness. They will 
need to rebuild, and the folks in our small 
community are banding together to do ev-
erything possible to help. They will need 
much financial help,” said the page.

“This all just happened mere hours ago 
so am not sure all what to say here too 
be honest. These are superb people who 
would help anyone they could, my heart 
breaks for them. So, I ask anyone who is 
able to spare...what ever amount to do so, 
and let's get these folks back into a home.”

As of press time, about $4,800 of the 
$30,000 goal had been raised.

Fire destroys home near 
Hickson 

A mobile home located at Sunpark Hidden Valley Estates was destroyed by fire last week. A 
gofundme has been started to raise money for the former residents

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Correspondent

(GOFUNDME PHOTO)

GoFundMe has been started 
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SPORTSThe Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

RW ROW STK GPCT
26 29 2-0-0-0 0.602
26 27 4-0-0-0 0.630
24 25 7-0-1-1 0.573
15 16 0-3-0-0 0.525
14 17 0-1-0-0 0.469
11 12 4-0-0-0 0.430
10 10 0-6-1-0 0.425
7 7 0-7-0-0 0.355

1 New Hamburg Firebirds
2 Norwich Merchants
3 Woodstock Navy Vets
4 Wellesley Applejacks
5 Dorchester Dolphins
6 Paris Titans
7 Tavistock Braves
8 Hespeler Shamrocks

South Doherty Division

South Doherty division
standings

As of Wednesday, February 5

South Doherty Division GP W L OTL T SOW SOL PTS OTW GF GA DIFF PCT PIM
1 New Hamburg Firebirds 39 29 8 0 0 0 2 60 3 159 105 54 0.769 642
2 Norwich Merchants 37 29 8 0 0 2 0 58 1 150 88 62 0.784 594
3 Woodstock Navy Vets 39 26 10 1 0 1 2 55 1 146 109 37 0.705 546
4 Wellesley Applejacks 38 21 15 1 0 5 1 44 1 114 103 11 0.579 739
5 Dorchester Dolphins 38 17 18 1 0 0 2 37 3 106 120 -14 0.487 639
6 Paris Titans 38 12 23 3 0 0 0 27 1 104 138 -34 0.355 599
7 Tavistock Braves 37 11 24 2 0 1 0 24 0 119 161 -42 0.324 846
8 Hespeler Shamrocks 38 7 27 2 0 0 2 18 0 91 165 -74 0.237 586

South Doherty Division

New Hamburg swept a pair of week-
end games and moved two points ahead 
of second-place Norwich in the battle for 
top spot in the Provincial Junior Hockey 
League’s Doherty Division.

The Firebirds flew out to a 4-0  lead in 
Tavistock on Friday and secured a 5-2 win. 
Antonio Pasqualino led the attack with a 
pair of goals and an assist. Owen Fischer 
and Take Thompson had a goal and helper 
each with Owen Bruder also scoring. 

Stephen Peppas and Grady Murphy 
scored for the Braves, who outshot the 
Firebirds 38 to 30. Deklan Jermol earned 
the win and since joining the team has won 
his eight starts and posted a 1.25 goals 
against average and an incredible .959 
save percentage. 

Fischer, New Hamburg’s captain, has 
been another reason for the team’s suc-
cess, riding a nine-game point streak with 
12 goals and eight assists. The captain is 
on a line with Owen Sculthorp and Jake 
Thompson.

“We played together last year and un-
fortunately, in the preseason, Scully had a 
pretty bad leg injury and only came back 
in January,” explained Fischer. “We’ve 
had the chemistry going from last year 
and it was unfortunate for him. It was a 
pretty serious leg injury. It happened right 
in front of me and it was tough to see my 
linemate go down like that.”

Fischer said the team wasn’t even sure 
if he would be back at all this season but 
is thankful the recovery went better than 
expected.

“He’s making that impact like he always 
does. Both of those guys make the game of 
playing hockey easy and I owe my success 
to them. Without them, none of it would 

be possible.”
Since returning, Sculthorp has eight 

points in nine games. Fischer said the 
three linemates complement each other 
very well.

“I think we are all pass first-first players. 
We are always looking for each other on 
the ice, and we have pretty high hockey 
IQs. We just read each other and under-
stand how we play the game. We know 
who’s got the puck, where they’re going 
with it and who’s going to be open. It 
makes the game a lot easier.”

Norwich has two games in hand on New 
Hamburg and first place in the division 
may not be decided until the final day of 
the regular season. 

“At the start of the season we struggled 
against them. They were playing really 
good hockey and they are a great team. 
The loss to Dorchester at home (two weeks 
ago) put us behind a bit. We were hoping 
for some magic, but at the end of the day, 
we made our bed and we had to sleep in 
it,” said Fischer.

The Firebirds first-round opponent will 
be either Paris, Tavistock or Hespeler. 
Fischer said he doesn’t have any 
preference. 

“Whoever is next up is who we will 
worry about. I am confident in our team 
and what we can do and we know what 
the requirements are come playoff time. 
Whoever we get is who we get and we will 
prepare for them.”

Fischer said good coaching is one reason 
the team finds itself battling for first in the 
division but 

“After games guys are hanging out. We 
hang out away from the arena. We all like 
each other and get along. There’s nothing 
in the room I worry about.”

He explained the organization’s culture 

is something that can’t be discounted.
“We have always had tight groups. I 

still talk to the guys I played with during 
my rookie year on a regular basis. It’s in-
grained in the culture here and that’s the 
expectation that’s been set by people be-
fore us and we aren’t going to be the ones 
to change that.”

Fischer said one player who stands out 
during his time in New Hamburg was the 
team captain during his first season.

“Zach Mark. I was playing for Hespeler 
and I used to work with him and he said 
hey, come play with the Birds. Just see-
ing how passionate he was about the team 
I decided to join the team. Coming from 
what I thought was a good locker room 
then seeing what an amazing locker room 
was like really opened up my eyes.”

Fischer said he still talks often to Mark 
and other leaders from that team

“Last year was my first year as captain 
and I texted Zach a few times to see how 
he would deal with certain issues and what 
his approach would be. I definitely leaned 
on him a lot.”

New Hamburg ended the weekend in 
Hespeler and came away with an 8-4 win 
over the struggling Shamrocks who have 
lost seven in a row. Bruder and Fischer each 
had four-point games. Keegan Metcalf and 
Sculthorp added a pair of goals each.

The Firebirds final three games are 
against Wellesley, Dorchester and 
Woodstock while the Merchants battle 
Hespeler, Dorchester, Woodstock, Paris 
and Tavistock. 

New Hamburg’s home game on Friday, 
Feb. 7, is our Overage Appreciation 
Night. The team will thank and cele-
brate its overage players - Owen Fischer, 
Jake Thompson, Matt Domm, Antonio 
Pasqualino, and Josh Jacklin.

Braves skid hits seven games 
Tavistock continues to struggle, losing 

its sixth and seventh straight games on 
the weekend. Following the loss to New 
Hamburg, they dropped a 6-2 decision in 
Dorchester on Saturday. The Dolphins led 
3-0 before Carson Bernhardt pulled the 
Braves within a goal midway through the 
third, but Dorchester would score three 
times in five minutes to seal the win. The 
Braves outshot the Dolphins 40 to 28.  

Tavistock went 0 for 16 on the power-
play over the weekend.

Applejacks losing skid reaches three
Wellesley’s late-season struggles con-

tinue as they dropped a 5-1 decision at 
home to Norwich. Liam Waddel scored 
the Applejacks only goal in the third peri-
od after the Merchants scored the game’s 
first five goals. 

First place up for grabs in PJHL local division 

Firebirds captain Owen Fischer’s hot streak 
has helped give the team a chance at claim-
ing the Doherty Division regular season title

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Correspondent

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Firebirds and Merchants going down to the wire
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ONTARIO ELITE HOCKEY LEAGUE STANDINGS - SENIOR MEN
TEAM GP W L T PTS OTW OTL P% GF GA DIFF PPG PPGA SHG PIM

Ripley Wolves 20 18 2 0 38 2 2 0.950 114 59 55 18 9 8 464

Seaforth Centenaires 20 15 5 0 31 1 1 0.775 92 51 41 16 14 3 267

Minto 81's 20 14 6 0 28 2 0 0.700 99 58 41 17 11 3 336

Tavistock Royals 20 13 7 0 26 2 0 0.650 93 65 28 27 16 4 328

Saugeen Shores Winterhawks 20 11 9 0 23 1 1 0.575 100 87 13 29 21 8 264

Creemore Coyotes 20 9 11 0 20 1 2 0.500 84 73 11 23 18 4 326

Georgian Bay Applekings 20 9 11 0 20 1 2 0.500 95 87 8 20 22 7 416

Erin Outlaws 20 8 12 0 19 1 3 0.475 83 100 -17 15 16 4 373

Durham Thundercats 20 8 12 0 16 1 0 0.400 87 100 -13 16 23 8 330

Milverton Four Wheel Drives 20 5 15 0 12 1 2 0.300 63 109 -46 16 14 3 263

Lucknow Lancers 20 0 20 0 0 0 0 0.000 30 151 -121 1 34 1 429

Saugeen Shores 
Winterhawks

Tavistock
Royals

TAVISTOCK ROYALS SR. “AA” HOCKEY
J.F. PAXTON TROPHY “AA” QUARTERFINALS

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH

AT 7:30PM
TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT

RECREATION CENTRE

Cedarcroft Place was buzz-
ing with excitement as the U13 
Tavistock Titans helped kick off 
their spirit week leading up to the 
upcoming ASC Seniors Games. 
The event brought residents, staff, 
and local hockey team together to 
celebrate the power of sports, ca-
maraderie, and community spirit.

The opening ceremonies were 
a huge success, with a full line-
up of local VIPs on hand to mark 
the occasion. Guests included MP 

John Nater, Constable Darren 
Fischer from the Stratford Police 
Department, as well as Scott 
Petrie and Lisa Walter from the 
Stratford Fire Department, who 
helped raise the energy of the 
crowd and get everyone pumped 
for the upcoming games.

"The ASC Seniors Games are 
a wonderful way to bring people 
together, celebrate our communi-
ty, and highlight the importance 
of staying active at any age," said 
Stacy Jordan- Lifestyle Director. 
“It’s inspiring to see such enthusi-
asm here today.”

Tavistock Titans Join Cedarcroft Residents for a 
Spirited Start to ASC Seniors Games 

The U13 Tavistock Titans joined residents at Cedarcroft Place to kick off Spirit Week ahead of the ASC Seniors 
Games. The event brought the community together to celebrate sports, camaraderie, and active living.

STACY JORDAN

All Seniors Care Living Centres Inc.

(ALL SENIORS CARE LIVING CENTRES INC. PHOTO)

Tavistock didn’t need to win its last regular season game 
of the season at home Saturday against the Thundercats 
but they did and in doing so moved Durham to the bottom 
round of the Ontario Elite Hockey League playoffs.

The Royals, who finished with a record of 13 wins and 
7 losses, will have home-ice advantage in the first round 
as they take on the Saugeen Shores Winterhawks. New 
Hamburg native Lucas Bast continued his strong play, 
scoring three times to lead the offence.

“The last time I had a hat trick was about four years ago, 
so it’s been a little while. It definitely feels good to get one 
again, especially in a big game,” said Bast. He added the 
Royals played well against a team needing a win. 

“We knew Durham was going to come out desperate, 
and they pushed hard, but I thought we handled it well. 
Five-on-five, we controlled the game and created a lot of 
chances. Staying out of the box was key. When we play 
disciplined hockey, we’re tough to beat,” he added.

Head coach Tyson Zehr said Bast’s ability to put points 
up this season comes as no surprise. 

“Lucas has been playing great hockey this year, and his 
offensive production has been a huge boost. He’s always 
been a smart, skilled player, but he’s really stepped up and 
finished his chances. It’s no surprise to us. He shows up 
to practice every week, he works hard, gets into the right 
spots and makes the most of his opportunities.”

Tavistock won both matchups with Saugeen Shores this 
season, outscoring them 11-4. Despite the relatively easy 
wins, Zehr isn’t taking anything for granted.

“It’s going to be a hard-fought, heavy series. Saugeen 

is a tough team with a lot of experience, and they play a 
physical game. We know they’ll be ready, and we’ll need 
to match their intensity right from the start. They have a 
few high-end players with a lot of skill and experience, so 
keeping them in check will be important.”

The Winterhawks are led by Luke Pither, who played 
twelve seasons of professional hockey, including stints in 
the American Hockey League and Europe. The 35-year-
old had 32 points in 14 regular season games. Port Elgin 
native Andy Mitchell is second in team scoring with 29 
points. 

The Royals held its annual Pork BBQ last weekend and 
team president Kyle Wynette said, as usual, the communi-
ty support was amazing.

“On behalf of the Tavistock Royals, I want to thank ev-
eryone who came out to support us at our annual BBQ. 
The turnout was incredible, and the support from the 
community means so much to our team. Events like this 
wouldn’t be possible without the dedication of our vol-
unteers and the enthusiasm of our fans. We appreciate all 
of you, and we’re looking forward to bringing that same 
energy into the playoffs!”

Ontario Elite Hockey League First-Round Playoff 
Series

Saugeen Shores vs. Tavistock
Game 1 - Friday, Feb. 7 in Port Elgin at 8:30 p.m.
Game 2 - Saturday, Feb. 8 in Tavistock at 7:30 p.m.
Game 3 - Friday, Feb. 14 in Port Elgin at 8:30 p.m.
Game 4 - Saturday, Feb. 15 in Tavistock at 7:30 p.m.

Game 5 - Friday, Feb. 21 in Tavistock at 8:30 p.m. (if 
necessary)

Game 6 - Saturday, Feb. 22 in Port Elgin at 7:30 p.m. 
(if necessary)

Game 7 - Sunday, Feb. 23 afternoon or Tues Feb. 25 at 
8:30 p.m. (tentative, if necessary)

Royals win final regular season game 

New Hamburg’s Lucas Bast is playing his best hockey as 
a member of the Royals as the team begins its first-round 
playoff series against the Saugeen Shores Winterhawks

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Correspondent

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Ready to take on Winterhawks in first round
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Pet of the Week
LUCKY

Meet Lucky, a big-brained, big-energy 
pup who’s 40 pounds (and growing) of pure 
enthusiasm! This high-speed, treat loving girl 
is looking for an experienced home that can 
keep up with her zest for life. Lucky has strong 
working and guardian breed instincts, so she 
needs structure, plenty of exercise, and a family 
that understands high-drive dogs. She’s a pro 
at making humans laugh but is still working on 
impulse control (expect some puppy antics). 
Lucky would love a confident, similarly sized dog 
friend, but no tiny sidekicks. If you’re looking for a 
smart, goofy, and highly trainable companion who 
will keep you on your toes, Lucky is ready to meet 
you! Apply at kwsphumane.ca today.

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Q Y L C X M S L P M R C S O L M N M N W
O W Q E A O E F Z C S V H A L L Y X H P
N C E U X Q Z X F U O B F I D K T L T H
O F N C K P U K I I B I R Z E K Z V W I
I V Y H D F B O D C R Y K K E K C R O L
T E E T O O M P O E O A G A P G L L B A
A S Z U W B J P S R F B T P S N W G X D
R C J S J C D I M X A M F M E M U W G E
U P D Q A Q Y A V B U X D J E F J W Q L
G S Z L G R E E N L A N D E K X A W W P
U D V R O I G S L J D X X W E M D K C H
A L A N A C A M A N A P N Q X V A E Z I
N G A Z A C E A S E F I R E S K N W U A
I X R V D J I I C Q F U V O H H A V H E
P D C P L A N E C R A S H I K Z C U R A
M K Y T O T R U D E A U R E S I G N S G
U Q H Z H B Y F B S H O P J R O H L F L
R Q T T J H N A I D A N A C Y U B D Q E
T K A N S A S C I T Y C H I E F S E Z S
F O R D E L E C T I O N C A L L I N T H

JANUARY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS

Buy Canadian
Canada

DC plane crash
DeepSeek

Ford election call

Gaza ceasefires
Greenland

Kansas City Chiefs
LA fires
Mexico

Panama Canal
Philadelphia Eagles

Tariffs
Trudeau resigns

Trump inauguration

Gazette Puzzles

Serving you since 1983

We will help you make anything

3504 Bleams Rd., New Hamburg ON, 
Bus: 519.662.1952 | Fax: 519.662.1941
Toll Free: 1-877-324-4445

• Millwrighting • machining
• custom fabrication • Portable Welding Services
• General Repairs • WelDing - tig, mig, stick, oxy Ac
• Welding- Alum., Steel, Stainless, Cast
• INDESTRUCTIBLE MAIL BOXES

Sponsored by:

The Township of Wellesley held its 
Committee of the Whole meeting at 
Council Chambers in Crosshill on Jan. 28.

Bill Gies Recreation Centre
An interesting statistic that was pre-

sented within the Recreation Committee 
report was the year-end activity report for 
the new Bill Gies Recreation Centre. For 
the period from the facility’s opening on 
May 16 to the year end of December 31, 
there were a total of 89,098 entries into the 
building – illustrating in numbers that it is 
fulfilling its purpose as a vibrant hub for 
recreation, wellness, and community spir-
it. Entry information will continue to be 
tracked and reported on annually in years 
to come.

Road & Bridge Committee update
The weather during the Jan. 28 meet-

ing provided an appropriate segue for the 
topic of “snow events”, as a snow event 
had been declared by the township for that 
evening through to the following morning 

to help clear the roads for snow-plow op-
erators to most effectively complete their 
duties. 

Snow events are applicable for 24 hours, 
unless the event is removed earlier by the 
township. As a reminder to all residents, 
normal parking restrictions are between 
4 a.m. and 9 a.m. every day between 
December 1 and March 31, but when a 
snow event has been declared, the parking 
restrictions are for all hours stated within 
the declaration. Snow events can be called 
when the township receives or is expect-
ed to receive eight inches of snow or more 
within a 24-hour period.

As of Jan. 28, it was reflected that there 
has been significantly more winter weath-
er this winter than last, with only day in 
January thus far where there hasn’t been at 
least some snowfall within the township. 
Much credit and appreciation goes out to 
township staff for the extra hours they’ve 
been putting in and the great job they’ve 
been doing in keeping the roads clear and 
safe.

Wellesley Council Briefs 
STEWART GRANT

Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Publisher

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212
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February is Heart Month, and 
“A time to bring attention to the 
importance of cardiovascular 
health, and what we can do to 
reduce our risk of cardiovascu-
lar disease,” according to the 
Government of Canada. Heart 
disease affects approximately 2.4 
million Canadian adults. Positive 
lifestyle choices help impact qual-
ity of life. Quitting smoking, lim-
iting alcohol, eating a wholefood 
diet, adequate sleep, and minimiz-
ing stress all help reduce the risk 
of heart disease. See your medical 
doctor or naturopath regularly to 
monitor risk factors such as blood 
pressure and blood sugar. As a 
personal trainer, I believe exercise 
is essential, topping my personal 
stay fit and fabulous list. 

The winning combination of 
cardiovascular and resistance 
training produces the greatest 
benefit for preventing and man-
aging heart disease. Exercise 
positively impacts quality of life, 
leading to longevity. Move it or 
lose it is more than a meme. As 
we walk, run, play pickle ball or 

squat, muscles pull oxygen from 
the blood. This crucial action re-
duces the work load of our heart 
pumping blood to muscles. 

Exercise reduces cortisol, the 
stress hormone, helping alleviate 
the burden on the heart. Exercise 
increases HDL or healthy choles-
terol. Working out increases the 
heart rate temporarily but reduces 
the resting heart rate overtime. 

Fitness is fabulous, helping low-
er your blood pressure and lessen 
your risk of diabetes. Exercise is 
also key to maintaining a healthy 
body weight. Yes, the number 
on the scale is important but a 
healthy body fat and lots of lean 
muscle is more beneficial. The 
numbers vary according to var-
ious wellness experts, as well as 
medical and holistic practitioners 
but we all agree under 25% body 
fat is vital to offsetting diseases. 
Exercise builds a strong body in-
side and out.

As a self-proclaimed cardio 
queen, I took a poll on social 
media, asking clients, friends 
and family about cardio options. 

Biking won hands down, and it 
makes sense. Bike riding is great 
for all ages and levels. Biking can 
be as simple as a mode of afford-
able transportation, a solo or fam-
ily activity, super fun in spin class 
as well as competitive and team 
building. 

The Canadian Physical Activity 
Guidelines are clear. For health 
benefits, children aged 5-11 
should accumulate at least 60 
minutes of moderate-to-vigor-
ous-intensity daily, and the same 
for youths 12-17. Adults 18-64 
should accumulate at least 150 
minutes per week at the same in-
tensity as their younger counter-
parts in bouts of ten minutes or 
more. Over 65? Look to sweat it 
out for at least 150 minutes but 
drop the intensity if needed. Age 
is just a number.

When exercising it’s helpful 
to be aware of heart rate training 
zones. The simplest way to find 
out your maximum heart rate is 
220-age, and then calculate the 
heart rate based on the zone of de-
sired training benefits. Recovery 
warmup and cooldowns are 50-
60%, defined as very light. Light 
endurance is about 60-70% and 
training at 70-80% helps improve 
aerobic endurance. If you are 
looking to increase maximum per-
formance, go hard at 80-90% and 
pushing yourself hardcore means 
90-100%. 

Ready to ride? Biking will 
strengthen the heart without a 
doubt but also leads to gorgeous 
gams. Primary muscles are locat-
ed in the hips and legs. Power is 
produced by the quadriceps, ham-
strings, calves, and glutes. Our 
abdominals and the erector spinae 
work alongside the triceps, latissi-
mus dorsi and pectorals help sta-
bilize you by supporting the upper 
body.

Biking is often thought of a as a 
leisurely summer ride but take it 
indoors! Low back pain? Choose 
a stationary recumbent bike. 
There is no shortage of big brands 
with spin bikes and awesome 
coaching from around the world 
thanks to the internet. Bring your 
bike indoors and mount it with 

minimal work and money for the 
best in-home ride. No excuses to 
skip a cycling session. Vacation 
getaways and cruise ships have 
phenomenal facilities. The five 
dollars I spent was renting the 
Barbie pink bike with the cutest 
basket in Panama this January! 
Happy Heart Month!

Need a new bike? Shop local. 
New Hamburg is home to Wheels 
on Peel located at 173 Peel Street.

Sources:

https://www.canada.ca/ca/en/
health-canada/news/2017/02/
heart_month.html

w w w . h o p k i n s m e d i c i n e .
o r g / h e a l t h / w e l l n e s s - a n d -
p r e v e n t i o n / e x e r c i s e - a n d -
t h e - h e a r t # : ~ : t e x t + T h e % 2 0
A m e r i c a n % 2 0 H e a r t % 2 0
A s s o c i a t i o n % 2 0
a n d , p re v e n t i n g % 2 0 a n d % 2 0
managing%20heart20%20disease

www.heartandstroke.ca

Cycle Your Way to a Healthy Heart

By Mercedes Kay Gold

HEAPS OF 
HEALTHY 

TIPS 

Wendy Cowell exercises on a stationary bike. 
(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)

Mercedes Kay Gold enjoys a bike ride. www.stonetowntravel.com

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL Where in the world Where in the world 

would you like to go?would you like to go?  

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel 

consultants today!consultants today!
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By Paul Knowles

OH, THE 
PLACES 

WE'LL GO
Neil Hodge’s official title is 

simply “Travel Media Represen-
tative” for the province of New 
Brunswick. That is a vast un-
derstatement. Because for trav-
el journalists, Neil is “Mr. New 
Brunswick.” This was acknowl-
edged at our 2024 Travel Media 
Association of Canada confer-
ence, when I had the great honour 
of presenting Neil with our annu-
al “Industry Member of the Year” 
award.

Neil is also a friend, and a ter-
rific colleague. When I visit New 
Brunswick, I give him a chal-
lenge: “Send me to interesting 
places no other travel journalists 
have visited.” That should be im-
possible – if they’re interesting, 
surely other writers would have 
been there.

But Neil pulls it off, every time. 
On our most recent visit to the 
province, he joined us at one of 
the destinations because not only 
had no travel journalist been there 
but neither had he!

And so we were welcomed to a 
fascinating, in-depth tour of one 
of the most remarkable industries 
in New Brunswick – the Sabian 
Cymbal factory in the tiny village 
of Meductic.

“Really?” I hear you ask. “Is a 
factory really a tourist destina-
tion?”

Turns out, yes, it is. Randy Ross, 
Sabian’s director of research and 
development, explained to me 
that while no large group tours 
are welcome (no busses), they are 
happy to offer tours to groups of 
up to about six people, especially 
musicians. He added that those 
people need to be wearing close-
toed shoes, and as we walked 
through the factory, replete with 
red-hot ovens, and big machin-
ery, it was clear why this was a 
requirement.

Sabian Cymbals was founded 
by Robert Zildjian, a Turkish im-
migrant whose family had been in 
the same trade in their native Tur-
key. Originally, the Zildjian fam-
ily founded a cymbal company in 
the United States but disagree-
ments among siblings led Robert 
to found a new enterprise and he 
went into business in the unlikely 
location of Meductic. He named 
it after his three children – Sally, 

Billy and Andy. It’s still a family 
business.

If you are not a musician, the 
name “Sabian” probably doesn’t 
mean very much. But Sabian 
cymbals are part of the drum kits 
of thousands of musical groups, 
from heavy metal rock bands to 
symphony orchestras. Any list 
of Sabian fans will include Phil 
Collins, Tyler Stewart of Bare 
Naked Ladies, the late Neil Peart 
of Rush, and thousands more, fa-
mous and less so.

The Sabian tour takes visitors 
through every aspect of the pro-
duction of the instruments, from 
raw materials to beautifully craft-
ed finished products and finally to 
the shipping area, where pallets 
of cymbals are labelled for ship-
ment to countries all around the 
world. I spotted Azerbaijan, the 
Netherlands, Japan, Bosnia and 
Kansas, to name a few.

The company employs 55 peo-
ple. Randy handed us over to John 
Donovan, a 38-year employee 
who knows everything there is 
to know about creating amazing 
musical instruments. In fact, his 
specialty, which we discovered at 
the final stop of our tour, is build-
ing crotales – beautiful, carefully 
tuned sets of delicate bronze cym-
bals primarily used in symphonic 
performances.

John told us that Sabian produc-
es something like 800 types of 
cymbals, from entry-level instru-
ments for the fledgling drummer 
to unique one-offs that are on dis-
play in a room where experienced 
drummers can try them out.

In 1982, the first year Sabian 
opened, the company produced 
45,000 cymbals. Today, says 

John, they make 500 a day, op-
erating on a four-day work week. 
Even with my poor math skills, 
I can calculate that means about 
100,000 cymbals a year!

I asked John where they ship 
cymbals to. “I can tell you the 
countries we don’t ship to more 
easily,” he said with a wry smile.

The process used to make the 
cymbals has not changed in the 
40-plus years since Sabian em-
ployees hammered their first cym-
bals in Meductic. The cymbals, 
made from bronze, a combination 
of 80% copper and 20% tin, in a 
process that is a “well protected 
secret” are rolled, re-heated, and 
rolled again… 9 to 14 times.

The less expensive Sabian cym-
bals are finished on press-formed 
machines, still with careful hu-
man guidance. The top-of-the-
line instruments are hand-ham-
mered, a skill that I quickly 
discovered is not mastered by a 
travel journalist invited to give it 
a try. 

The hammering, John ex-
plained, changes the speed and 
movement of the sound waves, 
and thus, the sound of the cym-
bals. John points out that Sabian 
cymbals include “hundreds of 
different profile shapes.”

Every cymbal, top of line or not, 
is individually checked for sound 
and cosmetic appearance and 
then, checked again. Quality con-
trol is job one at Sabian. I learned 
that the cost of Sabian cymbals 
starts at around $150, and rises to 
about a thousand dollars. Average 
price, says John, is about $600.

We were at Sabian for a few 
hours and didn’t regret one sec-
ond. It may look like a factory, but 
it is, in reality, a place of art and 
music and palpable commitment 
on the part of those who work 
there, making superb instruments 
that will produce great music all 
over the world.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and President of 
the Travel Media Association of 
Canada. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking 
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net. 

A highly unlikely tourism destination

Sabian hammerers are master craftspersons, creating instruments that 
are musical works of art.

John Donovan demonstrates the beauty of crotales.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTOS)

The red-hot ovens at Sabian.

Sabian cymbals, ready for shipping.
Polishing one of the 500 cymbals that will be produced on this particular 
day.
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Some feedback that I’ve received from 
readers is that they enjoy learning about 
local businesses. I could not agree more 
with this sentiment.
I have always been fascinated with stories 
of how businesses got started; where the 
entrepreneur found their inspiration; what 
challenges they faced; and how they found 
success (or otherwise). 
I thought of this idea earlier this week 
when listening to one of my favourite pod-
casts, “How I Built This”, a show about in-
novators, entrepreneurs, idealists, and the 
stories behind the movements they built. 
In each episode, host Guy Raz speaks with 
a different founder about their journey. 
During these various segments, we learn 
that inspiration can come from anywhere, 
and we see that no business moves for-
ward in a straight line – there are always 
different challenges and unexpected hap-
penings that must be overcome.  
When I think about my own journey in 
newspapers, I think about how it all could 
have ended in 2016 when I was at my 
lowest point. Just two years earlier, I had 
branched out from the accounting world 
and bought the St. Marys Independent, 
which was one of two newspapers in the 
Stonetown. It was never easy, but based on 
some early successes in St. Marys, includ-
ing hiring a talented local journalist named 
Dan Rankin to be our editor, in 2015 we 
launched our second paper, called the Ex-
eter Examiner. 
Duplicating the results we had in St. Marys 
was not in the cards, especially when so 
many advertisers were still loyal to the 

incumbent paper, Metroland’s Exeter 
Times-Advocate. By the summer of 2016, 
our Exeter Examiner experiment came 
to an end. After losing tens of thousands 
of dollars despite working way too many 
hours each week, we decided to abandon 
the project.
Tuesday, Dec. 20, 2016 was the single 
worst day in the history of our company. 
Heading to his niece’s Christmas concert 
at South Perth Centennial School, Dan 
Rankin was involved in a car crash on a 
snow-drifted rural road. Two days later, at 
the age of just 29, Dan passed away.
Within our community this was a monu-
mental tragedy. Within our tiny company, 
I didn’t know if I wanted to carry on. In 
March 2017, I called a meeting with Met-
roland Media to see if they would be inter-
ested in buying the St. Marys Independent, 
just as they had invested in so many other 
local papers. 
Fortunately, the talks with Metroland nev-
er got any further than that. It turned out 
that they had put a hold on doing any more 
acquisitions. Just eight months later, on 
November 27, 2017, we found out why, 
when together with Postmedia they closed 
three dozen community newspapers in one 
day, including the St. Marys Journal-Ar-
gus and the Stratford Gazette.
Eleven months after Dan’s passing made 
me want to give it all up, the Metroland / 
Postmedia closure of community newspa-
pers gave me a new focus. I vowed never 
to sell to an untrustworthy conglomerate. 
In the years since then, I’ve tried to expand 
the newspaper business and bring back 
local news to communities that were ne-
glected by the media giants. Together with 
other like-minded individuals across Can-
ada, we are going to continue to strengthen 
local news in communities that have been 
abandoned by the conglomerates.
I tell this personal story to share an ex-
ample of what we do with this type of 

ongoing column. A good business story 
shouldn’t simply be “we offer this service 
or that product” but should delve into sto-
ries and inspirations that led to someone 
putting up their sign.
Particularly given the current world state 
of affairs, I think that interest in local busi-
nesses is higher than we’ve seen in a long 

time, and I’d love to explore a variety of 
stories within this “Inside Local Business” 
feature. Do you have any suggestions for 
local businesses that we should profile, 
whether it is a place that you frequent, or a 
place that you yourself own? Please send 
your suggestions to me at stew@granthav-
en.com.By Stewart Grant

INSIDE LOCAL 
BUSINESS

Introducing our “Inside Local Business” feature

GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY HOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVEL

FRENCH RIVIERA & PARIS
APRIL 23 – MAY 4, 2026

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

www.stonetowntravel.com

During Justin Trudeau’s address 
to the nation on Feb. 1 (which 
we have printed in its entirety 
on page 8), the Prime Minister 
spoke of the “many ways for you 
to do your part”, from checking 
the labels at the supermarket 
and picking Canadian-made 
products, to electing to explore 

Canada for your next family va-
cation.

Ultimately, he asked Canadians 
to find “your own way to stand 
up for Canada,” whatever that 
may be.

What will your response be to 
Trump’s tariffs? How will you 

stand up for Canada?

Personally, I can tell you that 
I’ve had a wonderful time in my 
life traveling the United States. 

The young sports fan in me 
loved going to as many NHL 
arenas, baseball stadiums, and 
golf courses as I could get to. 
Later, as a parent, I have such 
great memories with our family 
of driving to Florida, enjoying 
the warm winters and visiting 
the Disney parks. As an adult 
who loves travel in general with 
my wife, I’ve savoured the time-
less beauty of Hawaii and revis-
ited the ever-evolving cityscape 
of Las Vegas. With 39 of the 50 
states checked off my bucket 
list, I always figured I’d see them 
all eventually. 

Well, it won’t be anytime soon 

that I’ll be stepping foot in the 
United States. 

Today marks Day 494 of my 
American tourism boycott, 
which I began in 2023 during 
the U.S. Republican primary 
process. This was during a time 
when despite criminal indict-
ments stacking up against Don-
ald Trump, he remained largely 
uncontested to run for another 
term as American president. 
Large portions of the American 
public, including friends of mine 
in Michigan, seemed unboth-
ered with the idea of this low-
life returning to power, and this 
really bothered me because I 
knew that his return would lead 
to trouble for Canada.

I know that my absence from 
the United States doesn’t mean 

much in the grand scheme of 
things, but it is my own small 
way of standing up for what I 
believe in. My 2025 could have 
involved a night in Detroit to see 
Billy Joel, a golf getaway to Flor-
ida, and a wine tour of Napa Val-
ley, but no thanks. I can’t do it.

Our local grocery store post-
ed on the weekend that they’ve 
ordered Maple Leaf stickers to 
help inform customers on which 
items on the shelves are Cana-
dian made. For many of us, our 
actions at the cash register are 
the best way for us to collective-
ly have our voice heard. 

How will you stand up for Can-
ada?  Let me know at stew@
granthaven.com and I’d love to 
post some of the responses in 
our next issue.

What’s your response to Trump’s tariffs?

By Stewart Grant

FROM THE 
PUBLISHER'S 

DESK
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HARRIS
Re-Elect Mike

PC Candidate for 
Kitchener-Conestoga

info@mikeharrispc.ca   

 Authorized by the CFO for the Mike Harris Campaign.

mikeharrispc.ca 226-333-9980 
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ORCHARD Wellness & Treatment 
Center is nestled in the village of 
Shakespeare in a beautifully restored 19th 
Century Victorian home. The space is un-
derstated elegance but manages for you to 
feel right at home. The heavenly scent of 
essential oils fills the air. The stunning pri-
vate wellness retreat provides a plethora 
of services by professional practitioners to 
address every need. 

Thirty years ago, owner Sherry 
Schneider, began her journey as a med-
ical aesthetician, opening The Orchard 
Valley Spa in 2005. Her vision and mis-
sion manifested, in what she described as 
an “Environment for individual care”. The 
holistic center was located in the country 
amidst an orchard. In 2010, Sherry relo-
cated the growing business to its current 
location. Over time, the spa has surpassed 
its humble farm setting, quickly trans-
forming into her dream practice. Sherry’s 
mission will always be tied to serving the 
community, and offering different mo-
dalities that speak to supporting overall 
wellness of her clients. Covid inspired the 
business name change, and today the for-
mer Orchard Valley Spa is known as The 
Orchard Wellness & Treatment Center. 
The restored vintage home provides a 
clinical but nurturing setting for Mental 
Health services as well as a serene space 
for spa services.

Orchard Wellness & Treatment Center 

offers a full menu of services from head to 
toe. The options are endless.

 Fabulous facials by Expert Skin Care 
Therapists who take the time to carefully 
analyze skin, helping clients achieve op-
timal results. Looking to glow? Their sig-
nature HydraGlo facial, includes serums, 
a soothing mask and collagen infusion for 
healthy younger looking supple skin. This 
holistic practitioner loves the LED light 
therapy the spa offers to deliver immediate 
results without dreaded downtime. Choose 
from various facials; refreshing and sooth-
ing, addressing breakouts and pigmenta-
tion or chemical peels to correct more seri-
ous skin concerns.

The wellness center offers specialized 
clinical treatments using “High Intensity 
Focused Ultrasound” or HIFU, a non-in-
vasive face lift to tighten and lift skin as 
well as shrink pores. Results are on-the-
spot. HIFU is also used as a body contour, 
helping shed inches and fat while tighten-
ing the skin . Results last up to two years

Need some me-time? Destress with 
customized therapeutic aroma massages. 
Catering essential oils to specific needs 
provides a plethora of physical and emo-
tional benefits ranging from relaxation 
to easing muscular tension to removing 
toxins to addressing digestive and urinary 
issues.

Focus on feet with reflexology. This 
non-invasive treatment applies light pres-
sure to reflex points of the feet or hands. 
Reflexology is a happy holistic way to 

treat the whole person rather than symp-
toms. Reiki is a Japanese technique of 
‘laying of the hands’, aiding in stress re-
duction and overall healing of the chakras 
or energy centers of the body. It is thought 
by releasing blockages, calmness invokes 
healing helping maintain health.

Are you looking to conceive or under-
go fertility treatments? Orchard Wellness 
has reproductive support and womb heal-
ing sessions working synergistically with 
restorative services to help balance body, 
mind and spirit. Using ancient skin tools 
such as a kansa wand, gua sha stone and 
the art of cupping, leaves you revitalized 
and refreshed. 

The team is not done yet. Waxing, man-
icure and pedicure perfection is on the 
menu, as well as the perfect cut and color

The dream team Sherry has put together 
under one roof is about supporting wom-
en in business. She offers guidance and 
mentorship, collaborating with other small 
businesses. She offers the opportunity for 
women to run their businesses within the 
center. As a single mother launching her 
first business as a solo owner, Sherry un-
derstood the importance of women balanc-
ing work and family. 

Sherry is delighted to be celebrating her 
twentieth year in business, and proud of the 
ups and downs, proving the center is what 
the community needs.  Experts working 
together in one gorgeous space, helping 
you look and feel fabulous from healthy 
shiny hair to radiant skin to polished toes. 

I am looking forward to a full day of bliss. 
Pampering oneself soothes the soul

The future is looking bright as Sherry 
has her sight set on the newly renovated 
Airbnb with most breathtaking view con-
nected to Perth County Tourism. The en-
chanting escape is perfect for those look-
ing to destress in a spa retreat, take in the-
atre or simply sight-see in Stratford. 

Orchard Wellness and Treatment 
Center is located at 4012 Perth Rd.107 
Shakespeare, Ontario. For more infor-
mation contact at 519 625 1100 or email 
info@orchardwellness.com. Follow 
on social for the latest and greatest @
orchardwellnesscenter

Orchard Wellness: A sanctuary for mind, body & spirit 

The Orchard Wellness & Treatment Center, 
nestled in a beautifully restored 19th-centu-
ry Victorian home in Shakespeare, Ontario, 
offers a serene retreat for holistic wellness, 
spa treatments, and mental health services.

MERCEDES KAY GOLD

Gazette Correspondent

(SHERRY SCHNEIDER PHOTO)

The Trump tariffs imposed on Canada 
on Sunday are an outrage. Never in mod-
ern times has an American administration 
treated its northern friend and neighbour 
so badly. After continual insults about 
Canada becoming the 51st state, Trump 
has given all Canadians the middle finger 
by gravely threatening our economy and 
standard-of-living.

This harsh and bizarre behaviour by the 
American president is having a predict-
able effect: Canada’s leaders are fighting 
back — and we Canadians are uniting 
behind them. It needs to be all hands on 
deck for the next while as we try to mit-
igate the worst effects of the U.S. tariffs 
and take retaliatory actions. This will be 
an enormous challenge and there is no 
room for partisan squabbling.

But at this critical time for the country 
(which we all saw coming), up jumps 
Doug Ford and calls an early election in 
Canada’s largest province. He says he 
needs a strong mandate to take on Trump 
and his tariffs. Never mind that Ford heads 
a majority government with well over a 

year left in its mandate. Never mind that 
that no other premier is doing this. Never 
mind that the response to a national cri-
sis is being (and must be) captained by 
the prime minister and the federal gov-
ernment, not one of many premiers. And 
never mind that it is the middle of an old-
time cold and snowy winter in most of the 
province (Ford doesn’t care — he lives in 
relatively snow-free Toronto).

So while all of Canada’s politicians 
should be keeping their eye on the ball 
and working together for the country’s 
future, Ontario’s four main political par-
ties will be needlessly distracted, turning 
inward and training their sights on one 
another. We the electorate will have to 
endure precious weeks of partisan elec-
tioneering — wasting time and energy 
that should be used to develop national, 
provincial and local strategies to counter 
the looming tariff shocks.

What a cynical ploy on Ford’s part. 
Ontario deserves better.
Dan Schneider
St. Marys

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 
A Cynical Move in a Time of Crisis

February Issue Available now!

 COMMUNITY RESOURCE GUIDE

EMPOWERING SENIORS TO EMBRACE THEIR LIMITLESS POTENTIAL

VISIT US ONLINE at www.embracingchange.ca
SUBSCRIBE ONLINE for free monthly editions

SEND YOUR STORY IDEAS TO OUR EDITOR 
GALEN SIMMONS AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10
Tropical Plants for your Home
7:00 p.m.
Garden Wilmot welcomes Julie Baker, a 
Tropical Plants Specialist from Meadow 
Acres Garden Centre. Free event.
Wilmot Rec Complex
1291 Nafziger Rd, Baden

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
Wellesley Council meeting
6:45 p.m.
Council chambers
4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12
Community Dining for Seniors in 
Wilmot and Wellesley Townships
12:00 p.m.
Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us for lunch and fellowship. Please 
register by Feb 7 by calling 519-664-1900 
or Toll Free: 1-855-664-1900.
Wellesley Recreation Complex
1401 Queen’s Bush Rd., Wellesley

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14
Optimist Club of Petersburg Valentine's 
Drive Thru Pork Schnitzel Dinner - 
Pick up at New Hamburg Legion
For tickets contact 519-465-1157 - please 
leave a message.
New Hamburg Legion
65 Boullee St, New Hamburg

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17
Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp Free 
Family Day Open House
10am-3:30pm
RSVP to info@hiddenacres.ca
More info at hiddenacres.ca
Hidden Acres Camp
1921 Line 37, New Hamburg

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19
Community Dining for Seniors in 
Wilmot and Wellesley Townships
12:00 p.m.
Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us for lunch and fellowship. Please 
register by Feb 14 by calling 519-664-1900 
or Toll Free: 1-855-664-1900.
Wilmot Rec Complex
1291 Nafziger Rd, Baden

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24

Wilmot Council meeting
7-11 p.m.
Council chambers
60 Snyder's Road West Baden

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26
Community Dining for Seniors in 
Wilmot and Wellesley Townships
12:00 p.m.
Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us for lunch and fellowship. Please 
register by Feb 21 by calling 519-664-1900 
or Toll Free: 1-855-664-1900.
 Linwood Community Centre
5279 Ament Line, Linwood

FREE SENIORS ACTIVITIES
Tavistock Seniors Activities
Inside walking Monday & Wednesday 
morning 8:30-12. Contact: Larry Brown  
519-240-6715

Pickleball Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday afternoon, 12-4. Wednesday night 
7-9. Contact: Don Junker 519-535-7052

Cards Monday , Wednesday  afternoon 
1-4, euchre, crib (bring board), etc. Just 
drop in to play, good to bring  someone . 
Contact: Bob Routly 519-301-2118

Crokinole  Monday , Wednesday morn-
ing 8:30-12, Just drop in to play, good to 
bring  someone . Contact: John Schultz 
519-655-2346

Shuffleboard @ arena, Wednesday 12:30-4 
and Thursday 10-4. Contact: Don Junker 
519-535-7052.

VON Smart Seniors Exercise, Tuesday 
and Thursday morning 9 - 10; Village 
Manor 10:25 - 11:25. Contact: 519-539-1231 
x 6285

Tavistock Memorial Hall
1 Adam St. Tavistock ON

Ser v ing
Ont ar io

Ag r ic ul t ur e
s inc e 1966! 

Famil y o w ned  
& 

Oper at ed519-662-1773WWW.BWFEED.CA 

�����������������

Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - FEBRUARY/MARCH 2025

Deadline: Tuesday prior at 3 p.m.
Contact: thewtgazette@gmail.com

The Community Calendar allows non-profit organizations to promote their free admission
community events at no charge. Event listings can include your event name, date, time and location
as well as contact information (ie phone number, email address or website).
If your event is not free admission or you would like to include more details than stated above, The
Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette offers the following options for promoting your community events:

Coming Events Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $10 + hst
Coming Events Boxed Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $15 + hst
Display Ad - Sizes begin at a Small Classified Display ad (3.3" x 2.5") - $35 + hst 

PROMOTE YOUR EVENTS WITH US! HERE’S HOW:

ONLINE
READ US

GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE/
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SERVICE DIRECTORY —
AUTOMOTIVE

272 Snyder’s Road, Baden
matt@badenauto.ca

Full Service 
Maintenance & 
Repair on All 

Makes & Models

AUTOMOTIVE

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

www.schultzautomotive.com

ASSISTANCE

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Adv2.indd   1TAP Gazette Adv2.indd   1 2024-10-22   4:32 PM2024-10-22   4:32 PM

AUTOMOTIVE
E&L

CSN - E&L
374 Hamilton Road, 
Unit 4, New Hamburg, 
ON, N3A 2K2

Ryan Pacey
Manager

T: 519-662-1892
E: newhamburg@likenew.ca

24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)
Website: csncollision.ca/el

To book your space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS —

WANTED
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, 
Blues, Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. 
Selectively buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, 
and Stereo Equipment. For more information: 
DIAMOND DOGS MUSIC 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 
226-972-5750
WANTED
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca 
Cola, Pepsi, any pop company, Brewery items Kuntz, 
Huether Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones, 
Wristwatches and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, 
Beaver Star Bee Hive etc. Any old oil  cans and signs 
Red Indian Supertest etc Any small furniture. If you 
are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact me 
- 519-570-6920.

FOR SALE
TREES: Shade trees, Fruit trees, Apple, Pears, 
Peaches, Plums, Sweet and Sour Cherries, Apricot, 
Nectarines, Blueberry, Haskopp, Black Chokeberry, 
Grapes etc. Lots of Spruce, Pine, Cedars for wind-
breaks and privacy hedges, Sizes 1 to 6+. Flowering 
shrubs and much more. Come check us out Mon-Sat 
7:00am - 6:00pm Martin's Nursery, 42661 Orangehill 
Road, Wroxeter (1 concession north of Wroxeter on 
Belmore Line)

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE 
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified, 
loved and preserved throughout the world now and 
forever.  Oh Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. 
Jude  worker of miracles, pray for us; St. Jude help-
er of the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer nine 
times a day, by the eighth day this prayer will be an-
swered.  It has never been known to fail. Publication 
must be promised. S.F.

Weekly Quiz Answers

1.	 Amethyst

2.	 Gross 
Domestic 
Product

3.	 Beyonce

4.	 Yellow

5.	 Cupid

6.	 No

7.	 Jane Austen

8.	 Mount Logan, 
Yukon

9.	 Leapers or 
leaplings

10.	2018

KARATE!
CLASSES BEGIN FEB. 11TH

SCHWEITZER'S MARTIAL ARTS
Self-defense, Self-discipline, Self-confidence

GROUP CLASSES FOR AGES 4 TO ADULT
Taught by Renshi Becky Schweitzer,

4th Degree Black Belt and 12X World Karate Champion
Location Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church -

23 Church Street, New Hamburg
ONLY $125+HST FOR 9 WEEKS.

Uniform extra 
Call 519-580-1418 or

e-mail becky_schweitzer@hotmail.com
www.schweitzersmartialarts.com

CLASSES

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette is seeking an

COMMUNITY 
NEWS CORRESPONDENT

Please send resume to the attention of
GALEN SIMMONS AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM

We are looking to hire a part-time journalist, 
based out of our geographical area of Wilmot / 
Tavistock / Wellesley, to deepen our team and 

report regularly on a variety of local happenings.

HELP WANTED

STONETOWN TRAVEL IS HIRING!
We are currently looking for an in person travel 
consultant to join our New Hamburg team.

Responsibilities and Qualities would include: 
• TICO Certified 
• Knowledgeable in planning and booking worldwide  
  leisure travel 
• Excellent verbal and written communication skills 
• Ability to multitask in a busy office environment 
• Strong customer service and organization skills

This is a part time with potential to full time position

Please forward your resume to 
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com

210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9
226-333-9939 | TICO #50025796

www.stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

HELP WANTED

Garden Wilmot – Wilmot Horticultural Society 
presents The Importance of Native Plants with Rick 
Gray on Sat, March 8, 11:30 a.m. at New Dundee 
Community Centre. Tickets ($25) include lunch at 
noon; speaker at 1 p.m. Contact Yvonne 
(519-662-6778), Lisa (519-662-1278) or email 
wilmothortsociety@gmail.com for tickets. For 
details, visit www.wilmothortsociety.ca

COMING EVENTS

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

PICK UP YOUR COPY OF

New Hamburg
Thrift Centre, Short Stop, Sobeys, Office Pro, No Frills, 

Mario's Chicken, Library, McDonalds, Tim Hortons, 
Nith Valley Butcher, The Whining Tree, Town Square 

Pharmasave, Heart'n Home Creations, Cook's Pharmacy, 
Great Canadian Dollar, Wilmot Recreation Centre, 
Pizza Arca, Old Country Restaurant, TLC Pet Food

Tavistock
Double D's Restaurant, D&D Homestyle Cuisine, Tim 

Hortons, Hasty Market, Sam's Independent
Quehl's Restaurant, IDA Pharmacy, Shell Gas, Library,

Tavistock Arena, Scotia Bank

Wellesley
Pym's, Schmidt's Bulk Pantry, Cook's Pharmacy

Schmidtsville Restaurant, Wellesley Service
Shakespeare

Shakespeare Brewery, Shakespeare Variety

St. Agatha
Pfennings Store, Hasty Market

Petersburg
Petro Canada Gas Bar

Stratford
Food Basics, Sobeys, No Frills, Klomps Home & Garden

Baden
Tim Hortons, Circle K, Subway, Mars Variety,

Baden Coffee Company, Pharmacy in Baden Plaza

New Dundee
New Dundee Village Market

HELP WANTED
Wanted Receptionist. Mature, reliable, people 
person. Call for more information Franklin E. Hinz 
519-273-1633.
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EXCAVATING

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

MASSAGE

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock

• Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
• Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
• Massage Therapy • Reflexology
Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries PLUMBING

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

LEGAL

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

LANDSCAPING

TRAVEL

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

STORAGE

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

Cell: 519-272-7676 
Res: 519-655-2548

Office: 519-273-2821

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.remaxabrealty.ca

Independently 
Owned & Operated

NEW and RESALE HOMES
CUSTOM HOMES AND RENOVATIONS

Let’s turn your dream into reality!
Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com Brian Wilhelm, Broker

Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

DENTAL

Offering I.V. Sedation, 
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth 
Replacement and Root Canal 

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., 
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca 

tavistockdental.ca

HEATING/COOLING
Doug Woelfle

Owner/Operator
dwoelfle@rogers.com
Installation, Sales & Service, 

Residential, Commercial

• Furnaces • Air Conditioners 
• Fireplaces

• Gas Piping • Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & 
COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

COMPUTERS

FOCUSFOCUS COMPUTERS COMPUTERS 

73 PEEL ST,
NEW HAMBURG
519-662-6720

NOW SELLING 

AUDIO INTERFACES

AND OTHER MUSICAL

ACCESSORIES!!
VIRUS REMOVAL
ON SITE AND IN-STORE SERVICE
NEW AND USED COMPUTERS

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

To book your space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

SALES  REPRESENTAT IVE

640 Riverbend Dr. 
Kitchener ON, N2K 3S2

kate@paulandkatekw.com
226-789-3846

KATE GINGERICH

THINKING OF
MAKING A

MOVE?

Specializing in Agricultural, Solar, 
Automation Control and EV Charging

163 Hope St. W.
P.O. Box 495
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
Local: 519-655-6802

 Email:info@crescentridge.ca

HEALTH SERVICES

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios 
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

CONSTRUCTION

ELECTRICAL

PROMOTE YOUR

BUSINESS
HERE
 Contact 

SHARON LEIS
at 519-580-5418 

or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,  
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874

www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca

380 Woodstock St. S. Unit 8, Tavistock

MECHANICAL
M A C K E R
M E C H A N I C A L

BRAD MACDONALD

Installation & Service • Oil Gas Furnaces • Boilers
Water Heaters • Air Handlers • Air Conditioners • Hydronics

P: 519-591-3871    
email: mackermechanical@gmail.com  •  New Hamburg

JOB PROOF
From the desk of:  Tiffany

DOCKET #: 94321

JOB NAME: Macker Mechanical  •  Business Card  •  3.5 x 2  •  Qty 500 cards 

* Pink line represents the finished size and will not print.  For visual reference only.

BRAD MACDONALDBRAD MACDONALD

• Installation & Service 
• Oil Gas Furnaces • Boilers 

• Water Heaters • Air Handlers 
• Air Conditioners • Hydronics

519-591-3871 |  New Hamburg
mackermechanical@gmail.com

CHIROPRACTIC
LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford 
519-273-4404

CONTRACTORS

Residential � Commercial
Agricultural � jonwitzel.com

519-662-4239

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr                   Cell: 519-801-1743

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

REAL ESTATE
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
Dog Food      Puppy Food      Cat Food      Biscuits
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500
Order online today!

Locally Made, Premium Quality Pet Food
Delivered Fresh & FREE to Your Door!


