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Local swimmer medals at Special
Olympics pool events in New Hamburg

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative
reporter

Stratford swimmer Amiera Black was excit-
ed to compete in the South-Central District’s
Special Olympics last week. Not only did
she compete, but she also won. Lots.

Black is a member of the Wilmot Aquatic
ACES Swim Club and was participating in
her first Special Olympics where she hit the
pool in four events. She brought home three
gold medals and one silver. Despite bring-
ing home a barrage of hardware, Amiera
said for her it was about the fun.

TIM LOUIS

( 519-578-3777 &) TimLouisMP.ca

“It was amazing. I met lots of new friends
and I swam really well,” she told the Gazette.

The competition wasn't the only part of
the event as Amiera played a big part in
the opening and closing ceremonies. There
was also a dance for competitors when the
event wrapped up.

“She was up at 5 a.m. that morning, so it
was a very long and busy day. They were all
extremely tired, but they loved it when the
music started. I think about an hour into the
dance everyone said let’s go home,” laughed
Jennifer Black, Ameira’s mom.

2 Tim.Louis@parl.gc.ca

Amiera was also excited to have swim-
mers from across the region compete in her
home pool, and while the competition was
about making friends and having fun, she
said winning did feel good.

“I love the medals,” said Amiera.

“They were pretty heavy around her neck,”
added Jennifer Black.

Not only did she win three golds and a sil-
ver, but she was able to perform with per-
sonal-best times in all four races including

the 800-metre freestyle.
Continued on page 2

Rural Oxford EDC
hands out local
business awards

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative
reporter

A total of 11 outstanding Oxford County
businesses were honoured last week as
the Rural Oxford Economic Development
Corporation (ROEDC) held its 10th an-
niversary award event at the Otter Creek
Golf Club.

Three area operations took home awards
including Quehl’s Family Restaurant and
owners Cindy and Brian Larsen, who were
honoured with a Lifetime Achievement
Award. The pair have owned the restau-
rant for 32 of its 90-plus years and said
they had no idea the award was coming
but added it was a pleasant surprise.

“I feel very blessed, especially in this area.
When you look at the restaurant starting
in 1931 and all the external events that
have occurred since then like the war,
the Great Depression and then COVID,
the community is really something,” said
Cindy Larsen.

She added there are many factors leading
to the restaurant’s success including regu-
lar customers and location.

“Word of mouth is important and I feel we
are in the middle of everything; London,
Toronto, close to Stratford and close to
Woodstock.”

While the Larsen and Quehl’s names are
on the award, Cindy Larsen said it is a
shared honour.

“Quehl’s wouldn’t be here, whether it's us
or someone else owning this place, it would
not be here if it wasn't for the community:.
We like to have new people coming in, but
it is our customers that keep it alive. We
see new generations of families coming in
and the recipes have been handed down
over so many years.”

Continued on page 2

Member of Parliament

Kitchener-Conestoga
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ROEDC honours local businesses with awards

Continued from page 1

Bright Cheese and Butter also received
the second of four Lifetime Achievement
Awards handed out. General manager
Stefan Cartmale has been at the helm for
just over a decade and said, on a personal
level, the award means a lot to his team.

“It is recognition of the long-term perse-
verance of a business that has spent de-
cades bucking the trends of making food
less expensive and less nutritious by pro-
viding high-quality products at reason-
able prices. The cheese industry is a tough
business with very low margins and very
high competition not only from Canada
but now from all over the world.”

He added his team constantly looks for
innovation without sacrificing quality
or food safety and continues to develop
products that are inclusive of diverse di-
etary requirements.

“It is an honour to work for a business that
is so highly recognized locally and refuses
to bend from its core values even though
so many of our local Ontario competitors
have closed their doors against the pres-
sures of competing against imports and
highly modified food ingredients.”

Anyone involved in small business in
Oxford County knows there is a one-of-
a-kind comradery. Cartmale explained the
more he becomes involved in the commu-
nity in Oxford County, the more impressed
he is with how well the community sup-
ports each other.

“There are several events and initiatives
led by organizations like ROEDC and
having the ability to easily network with
other local businesses is invaluable. It is
truly amazing when you realize just how
diverse the manufacturing base and busi-
ness community in Oxford is. You could
decide tomorrow to open a company and
you'd be surprised to find that almost ev-
erything you need is within 30 minutes.”

He added at last week’s award ceremony,
the sense of appreciation everyone had
for one another was on complete display.

“Businesses are truly supportive of one
another and I was personally so happy for
every one of the award recipients. It was a
remarkable event.”

Terra Nova Spa in Hickson received the
ROEDC'’s Starter Company Award, some-
thing owner Jodi Pendry said came out of
the success the business had since open-
ing in 2022.
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“I think they were so impressed that when
we started it just took off running and
kept evolving.”

Thanks to exceptional growth last year,
the business employs 30 people and has
increased revenue by 100 per cent.

“We are really working hard to create a
collaborative team and it was fun for me
when I came to work and said look what
we won. My staff said congratulations, you
won another award. I said, ‘I didn't. We
did.” I can’t do this on my own.”

She added everyone at Terra Nova
works hard to create the ultimate guest
experience.

“If we didn't do that, then we never would
have been nominated,” added Pendry.

Among the dignitaries on hand was Oxford
MPP Ernie Hardeman who said having so
many incredible small businesses in the
same place at once is what makes Oxford
County an incredible place to do business.

“When I look at the places across the
country I get involved with in my job, I've
never thought of any area better than
Oxford and tonight proves that.”

Many of the award nominees and winners
are part of agri-tourism, a growing part
of the county’s economy. Hardeman said
the sector is expanding more rapidly here
than anywhere else.

“It’s all part of how we have changed and
grown economically. When I first started
in politics no one even talked about tour-
ism let alone try and develop it in our ru-
ral area. The way agriculture is changing,
we have to make special efforts to protect
our culture by encouraging people to go
for awards like tonight.”

He added when agriculture is discussed,
the conversation is normally about in-
creasing yields, farming more efficient-
ly and being more competitive global-
ly, something that wasn’t the case at the
awards banquet.

“When you look at tonight’s awards, they
were almost all directed at how we are
building the agricultural community, not
how much more efficiently we are fixing
our food. This is about how we can protect
our rural communities.”

The other award winners were:

. Oxford Fresh Farm Gate -
Berrylicious Fruit Farm
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Quehl’s Family Restaurant was one of four recipients of a lifetime achievement award at a

ceremony near Otterville last week. Pictured (left to right) are Crystal Van Roekel from the
Rural Oxford Economic Development Corporate (ROEDC), Brian and Cindy Larsen, owners
of Quehl’s, and ROEDC board chair Nancy Demarest. Photo courtesy of Custom Concepts

Photography
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Terra Nova Nordic Spa and Café earned the Starter Company Award at the ROEDC 10th

Anniversary Awards Banquet last week. Pictured (left to right) are Brenda Tait from the
Woodstock Small Business Centre, spa owner Jodi Pendry, her husband Pete Overdevest,
and ROEDC board chair Nancy Demarest Photo courtesy Custom Concepts Photography

. Oxford Fresh Farm Gate - Deep
Purple Lavender Farm

. Business Leadership — Willow Grove
Animal Wellness Centre

. Welcoming Workforce - Salford

Group

Experience the locally owned difference, book your appointment today

370 ONTARIO ST., STRATFORD

519-271-HEAR(4327)
WWW.COMMUNITYHEARINGCARE.CA

Free Hearing
Aid Cleanings

Agri-Food Excellence — Red Dragon
Dairy

Lifetime Business Achievement -
Jakeman's Maple Products

Lifetime Business Achievement -
Oxford Pallet & Recyclers Ltd.
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Black shines in her events

at the Special Olymplcs

Continued from page 1

“She swam that race a month ago and took

off 51 seconds, and last weekend she won
gold in 11 seconds less than that. Those
are big chunks of time to take off,” add-
ed Jennnifer Black, who was allowed to
be one of her daughter’s coaches at the
competition.

“Her sister, father and grandparents all
came to watch. Even her old coach when
she was four came from Goderich to watch.
It was really cool to have everyone in the
stands there cheering her on,” she added.

Amiera also stayed at the athlete’s village at
Laurier University with a roommate, some-
thing that was a first for her.

“It was funny at nighttime. She made me
laugh all night,” she said.

The 18-year-old swimmer may or may not
be moving on to the 2026 National Summer
Games in Medicine Hat, Alta. Jennifer
Black said there are several factors in mak-
ing that decision.

“That’s our hope but we don't know for
sure. Special Olympics does things a little
differently. It's not just by times, it’s by com-
munity and coaching endorsement. I don't
completely understand how they choose
but we are in a waiting game now to see if
she carries on.”

The event was special for everyone in-
volved, be it the athletes and their families,
coaches, volunteers, or organizers. Jennifer
Black said the opening ceremonies were
her highlight.

“We participated in the flag-bearing ritual.
Just having that many athletes with differ-
ent challenges be welcomed into the com-
munity with open arms. The excitement
and support was incredible. At any Special
Olympics event, it doesn’t matter what lev-
el, they always remind me of what's real-
ly important. It doesn’t matter if they win,
they are so excited to be there. They cheer
for their friends, they cheer for people they
don’t even know.”

She added the athletes are there to just

Amiera Black is seen smiling with her three
gold and silver medals following the Special
Olympics competition in Waterloo Region.
Contributed photo

enjoy what they are doing at the moment
and, in turn, everyone around them is sup-
porting the community as a whole. The
event sponsors, the Waterloo Regional
Police get top marks for their involvement.

“It was overwhelming how many peo-
ple were there to cheer the athletes on.
We were emotionally moved by the whole
experience at every level. The Waterloo
Regional Police were phenomenal. They
were amazing with the athletes and wanted
them to feel comfortable. Amiera even got
to sit on one of their motorcycles. It was so
uplifting,” said Jennifer Black.

Over 750 athletes from across Ontario
came to the Waterloo Region to compete in
five diverse and exciting sports during the
event - basketball, powerlifting, rhythmic
gymnastics, swimming and 10-pin bowling.
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Grapes, goats and good times at Perth Farmhouse Winery

By Lisa Chester

Perth County’s first winery has opened its doors to wine
and cider enthusiasts’ delight.

The Perth Farmhouse Winery, located a short, 20-minute
drive from Stratford, is the perfect outing on a sunny af-
ternoon to discover new wines in a family friendly setting
with, who would guess, goats.

The 1860’s farmhouse property is owned by Steve and
Casey Howanyk who describe themselves as first-gener-
ation farmers. Their vision of the vineyard evolved over
time as they learned how they loved to live there. Sharing
the property with family and friends was a joy and they
found they wanted to share even further.

“We moved here in 2018 with zero clue about farming.
We just loved the property and the house and when it
happened to have barns on site, I saw cute, baby goats on
Instagram and the rest is history. Our friends and fami-
ly really enjoyed coming here and we thought we really
wanted to share with others that genuine farm hospitali-
ty,” said Casey Howanyk, owner.

They launched their goat social signature experience and
planted a test acre of grapes in 2022, and then they start-
ed on the winery. They took their 100-year-old timber
barn and transformed it into a warm and welcoming tast-
ing room with an adjacent patio. There are picnic tables
beside the pasture where the goats are.

“We switched our five-acre hay field to a five-acre vine-
yard of cold-climate grapes. We have five varietals. We
have Vidal, Petite Pearl, Ithasca, Frontenac Blanc and
Marquette, so all of the wines that we have made on site
have our blend and they all include those cold-climate
grapes,” said Casey Howanyk

Because they are expecting their first full harvest of their
own grapes this year, they also use grape growers in
Huron County and Niagara to supplement in the making
of wines and ciders. The Sip and Graze experience, just
launched, allows guests to sample flights of four different
wines and ciders on offer.
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Pictured from left are Steve Howanyk, Steve Byfield and Casey Howanyk with bottles of their white, red and rosé wines now

available at Perth Farmhouse Winery. Contributed photo

“It's an hour-and-half-long experience where you get to
taste some of our wine or ciders, and you get a grazing
box which is curated by our neighbours at Lynn River
Farms. It’s all fresh from-the-farm ingredients, then at
the end of your visit our goat nanny takes you in to visit
the goats and take pictures,” she said.

The grape-growing experience has been extraordinary.
Their expert winemaker, Steve Byfield, comes with a
wealth of experience and knowledge while the Howanyks
bring a hard-work ethic and good humour.
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Franklin E. Hinz

Donna L. Hinz

196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4

519-273-1633 franklinehinz.com

“That first, one-acre test plot was planted on a few week-
ends with our friends and families and our kids, and it
was a memory we will never forget. We're learning how
to prune them and what to look for and how to train them
up the trellis, and things like when to harvest them, even
to weed control. We got some cool, new tools because we
don't use pesticides.

“There’s a preconceived notion that we can’t grow grapes
here in Perth County, but I think we've proven everyone
wrong,” laughed Howanyk.

The grape varietals differ from others grown in vineyard
hotbeds like Niagara-on-the-Lake, with the obvious ex-
clusion of Chardonnay. Prince Edward County is another
example of where cold-climate grapes are grown.

“We have to give all the credit to our winemaker, Steve
Byfield. He makes such smooth, fresh wines and ciders.
We've had great feedback on everything including those
that are not usually a rosé drinker, but love the rosé and
leave buying two bottles to take home. I think it’s nice for
folks in the area not to have to drive far away to Niagara-
on-the-Lake and Prince Edward County for a wine-tast-
ing experience,” said Casey Howanyk.

This family friendly experience is open Saturdays and
Sundays. There are juice flights for the younger crowd
and non-alcoholic mimosas for the pregnant visitors to
leave no one out. Reservations are recommended and can
be made on their website at theperthfarmhouse.ca or by
calling 519-807-3774. The Perth Farmhouse is located at

4596 Wilmot Easthope Rd. in New Hamburg.
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All your mending, hemming, zippers and more

Peggy Habsch
nphabsch@gmail.com
Message me @peggyfergusonhabsch

(Q) 519-274-5880
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Record-high registrations for
Saturday’s World Crokinole

Championship in Tavistock

By Stewart Grant

“It's the most ever by a long shot,” says
Nathan Walsh of the World Crokinole
Championship (WCC) organizing com-
mittee regarding this year’s registration
figures.

“We were selling out the singles category
by the start of April.”

The WCC committee will have a record
140 boards in play during singles com-
petition this Saturday, up from last year’s
high of 133 boards.

“Crokinole is continuing to reach new
people,” Walsh told the Gazette.

Walsh said people like Jeremy Tracey are
doing a lot to grow the game in the United
States. Tracey’s company, Tracey Boards,
sells hand-crafted crokinole boards
which are sold at shows throughout North
America and the company’s YouTube
channel is growing all the time, now with
nearly 4,000 subscribers.

Though the majority of players in the
World Crokinole Championship come
from the home of crokinole here in south-
western Ontario, some participants are
making a long trek to get here. Canadian

players will be here “from coast to coast”
with provinces such as British Columbia,
Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia and
Quebec all represented. There are play-
ers signed up from 15 different American
states including Alaska, California and
Washington. There’s even a player who
is flying in from Japan to compete in the
Worlds.

Last year’s champion, Connor Reinman of
Grosse Pointe, Mich., will be returning to
defend the title he won in 2023. Walsh says
nearly all of crokinole’s top players will be
there hoping to win it all in Tavistock.

The World Crokinole Championships take
place this Saturday, June 1 at Tavistock
Arena. Registration for the Doubles cate-
gories (competitive, recreational, cue and
youth) opens at 7:15 a.m. with play com-
mencing around 8 a.m. For those inter-
ested in catching the finals (admission to
watch is free), the Doubles Championship
round takes place around 12:45 p.m.

Playing in the Singles categories begins at
1:45 p.m. with the World Championship ti-
tle ultimately decided around 7-8 p.m.

For more information on this Saturday’s
event, visit www.worldcrokinole.com.

The photo above was taken prior to play at last year’s World Crokinole Championship. This
year, more boards than ever will be used to accommodate the growing number of partici-
pants. (Photo courtesy of World Crokinole Championship

Snyder’s Road West
reconstruction project in
Baden underway

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette staff

Snyder’s Road West from Mill Street to
Christian Street is closed, allowing local
traffic and pedestrian traffic only during
the two-phase project.

Through traffic is being detoured.
Pedestrian access will be indicated with
signage in place.

The Snyder’s Road West project includes a
full road reconstruction with new sanitary
and storm sewers, a sidewalk and separat-
ed cycling lanes.

The contract for the work was awarded to
Steed and Evans Ltd. from St. Jacobs.

Grand River Transit is rerouting Route 77
during the road closure.

The first phase of the reconstruction is
scheduled to be completed in late fall
2024, weather permitting. The second
phase, scheduled to begin in spring 2025,
includes Foundry Street from Snyder’s
Road to Charles Street and the remain-
ing section of Snyder’s Road West from
Foundry Street to Mill Street.

Normal working hours during construc-
tion are 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. with occasional
weekends.

The project has a budget of $8.7 million.
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Remembering the oldest members of Perth County’s-
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Close to 50 antique tractor club members and their ma-
chines took up an invite for breakfast at the famous Quehl’s
Family Restaurant in Tavistock last week. As usual, many
of the retired farmers enjoyed visiting under blue skies and
bright sunshine once their tractors were parked to discuss
the state of the local farming community and, of course, the
weather. Pictured are the most senior members of the North
Easthope Antique Tractor club. From left are Marvin Mussel-
man from New Dundee, Paul Yantzi from Punkey Doodles
Corners, Floyd Neeb from North Easthope Township, and
Raymond Ruby from Tavistock. Photos by Gary West

North Easthope Antiq

Ken Dechert left his antique tractor in the shed and showed
off his fully electric mobility scooter at the rear parking lot
of Quehl’s. He says he can drive on roads around the county
of speeds up to 40 km/hr and doesn’t have to worry about
stopping for gas or changing oil, or even having a driver’s
licence. His new mode of transportation was purchased at
Wagler Small Engines in Millbank.

St. Marys Independent
STRATFORDHIITE

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Woodstock Ingersoll Echo)

~-Goderich Sun

Juneis
Seniors Month

Working for Seniors

ontario.ca/SeniorsMonth

PUBLICATION DATES:
WOODSTOCK INGERSOLL ECHO: JUNE 7
ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT: JUNE 6
WILMOT-TAVISTOCK GAZETTE: JUNE 6
GODERICH SUN: JUNE 13
STRATFORD TIMES: JUNE 14

Introducing our Seniors Month feature, celebrating the remarkable seniors who
enrich our communities during Ontario’s Seniors Month in June. This annual
nationwide celebration is more than just a tribute—it’s a recognition of the
invaluable contributions seniors make to the vibrancy of our community.

Don't miss out on this opportunity to align your brand with the spirit of Seniors
Month and connect with a passionate audience eager to celebrate the seniors
who have made a lasting impact. Reserve your space today!

Heather Dunbar - 226-261-1837 | heather@granthaven.com | www.granthaven.com
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Shakespeare hosts annual
village garage sale, with
visitors from miles away

ment. Photo by Gary West
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The Kitchen cooks who also own Quehl’s Family Restaurant
are always happy to welcome the North Easthope Antique
Tractor Club members for breakfast. Pictured from left are
Emily, Brian and Cindy Larsen with a Massey-Ferguson 65
in the background.

Even though the day started out wet and rainy, later on the rain stopped and the sun came
out and Shakespeare was abuzz with the different households taking part in the annual
village garage sale. The day even drew some Mennonite visitors from as far away as King-
wood, north of Shakespeare. Pictured is the wagon and team of horses hitched up behind
the Shakespeare fire station. Owners of the Bauman and Martin families had made their
rounds to observe and purchase some items for sale at various garages. Before heading for
home, they stopped in for sausage on a bun cooked up by members of the local fire depart-
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New historical storyboard
plaque commemorates life
cut short, town history

By Hannah Kavanagh

The rain cleared for a sunny day, perfect
for the just over 20-person turnout at the
corner of Lichty Road and Schummer Line
for Thomas Huber’s commemorative sto-
ryboard plaque.

On May 25, Wellesley Township Heritage
and Historical Society held the ceremony
to unveil the plaque of the blacksmith and
wagon maker from the 1900s. Huber had
announced the opening of a new cider
mill set for Sept. 15, 1908, but on Sept. 14,
the boiler exploded, killing Huber and his
business partner, William Attig.

The chairman of the Society, Andrew
Jacobson, was there to give a brief history
of why the site was being commemorated
and then turned it over to the man they
have to thank for the extensive research
and commitment to the task, Leonard
Horst.

Longtime Linwood resident Horst was
there to present his extensive findings
on the details of his research into why
the boiler plate malfunctioned along
with pieces of the original boiler. He
was able to get the Braendle cider boiler
from Heidelberg with owner permission
and relocate it near the site of the explo-
sion. He brought along apple cider, ap-
ple butter and cheese to complement the
event. His speech included the details he

managed to find out about the event, and
why it remains pertinent to the lives of his
descendants.

“I don’t know what else to say except that
it has interested me,” Horst said.

His work also included landscaping
the area in which the plaque stands.
Among the crowd was Robert Huber, the
great-nephew and descendant of Thomas
Huber.

“I'm really pleased that everyone is here,
and that it turned into a pretty nice day”
said Huber.

The plaque was a final project for former
curator of the society Nancy Maitland,
who was joined by other members to com-
memorate the event.

“Our group decided that putting up some
historic plaques in the township would be
a good use of our time and resources,” said
Maitland.

Thanks to the help of dedicated residents
and gracious landowners, the storyboard
now stands near the site of the Huber ex-
plosion and, according to Maitland, stands
as a true testament to the township’s need
for its history.

The next project for the plague committee
may include sites of a plane crash in the
township.

storyboard plaque for the Huber cider mill explosion. Photo by Hannah Kavanagh

NOTICE OF STUDY COMPLETION

Tavistock

About the study

The Village of Tavistock currently
receives water from three wells located
at the same site in central Tavistock.
This study explored opportunities for
an additional well location to serve
community water needs.

Two Public Consultation Centres were
held that identified the preferred site

for a new well on Hope Street West
(see map). The preferred design
concept includes a new well with
decentralized (on-site) treatment and an
equalization water storage tank at the
rear of the property. The on-site storage
configuration and site footprint will be
further refined during detailed design.

Oxford County intends to start detailed
design in 2024 and proceed to
construction, subject to obtaining all
necessary approvals and funding.

The Class EA Study was completed

in accordance with the planning

and design process for Schedule C
projects as outlined in the Municipal
Engineers Association Municipal Class
Environmental Assessment Document
(2000, as amended in 2007, 2011, and
2015) in effect at the time of initiating
this project, which is an approved
process under Ontario’s Environmental
Assessment Act.

Public comment period

An Environmental Study Report (ESR)
summarizing the Class EA Study
process and findings is available online
for a 30-day comment period starting
May, 30, 2024. The study document is
available on Oxford County’s website
and on Speak Up, Oxford!:
www.speakup.oxfordcounty.ca/new-
well-supply-tavistock.

Interested persons may provide written
comments by mail or email regarding
the ESR between May 30, 2024 and
June 28, 2024 to:

A.R. (Tony) Lotimer

Oxford County

21 Reeve Street, P.O. Box 1614
Woodstock, Ontario N4S 7Y3
water@oxfordcounty.ca

In the event that there are outstanding
concerns, a request may be made

to the Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks (MECP)
under Section 16 of the Environmental
Assessment Act requiring a higher

New Well Supply - Village of

Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Study

Oxford County has completed a Municipal Class Environmental
Assessment (Class EA) Study to explore potential opportunities for a
new well supply to improve the security and supply of drinking water in
the Village of Tavistock in the Township of East Zorra-Tavistock.
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level of study (i.e., requiring an
individual/comprehensive EA approval
before being able to proceed), or that
conditions be imposed (e.g., require
further studies), only on the grounds
that the requested order may prevent,
mitigate, or remedy adverse impacts
on constitutionally protected Aboriginal
and treaty rights.

Requests on other grounds will not be
considered. Requests should include
the requester contact information and
full name for the Ministry. The request
should be sent in writing by mail or
email to:

Minister of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks
Ministry of Environment,
Conservation and Parks
777 Bay Street, 5th Floor
Toronto ON M7A 2J3
minister.mecp@ontario.ca

And:

Director, Environmental
Assessment Branch

Ministry of Environment,
Conservation and Parks

135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor
Toronto ON, M4V 1P5
EABDirector@ontario.ca

Information will be collected in accordance
with the Municipal Freedom of Information
and Protection of Privacy Act. With the
exception of personal information, all
comments will become part of the public
record.

This notice first issued May 30, 2024

((C")xford County

Growing stronger together
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Grace United Church
annual Garage Sale
this Saturday

By Gary West

If readers are looking for fabric, in fat 1/4’s or fat 1/8’s (if youre a sewer
you'll know the means), also toys, housewares, puzzles or books, come to
Grace United Church this Saturday.

It's the annual garage and yard sale and has been a community staple for
longer than organizers can remember.

The fundraiser helps with not only church activities but many other com-
munity organizations who need help financially.

The sale is outside the church and also in the auditorium from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m., rain or shine. Come hungry for the barbecue of Herlick’s sausage on
a bun, hotdogs and drinks.

Pictured right are church organizers. From left to right are Anne Gregory,
Mary Boland and Susan Pellow who are shown getting all the fabric in order
for Saturday’s Sale. Photo by Gary West
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Fly-In Breakfast at the
Stratford Municipal
Airport this Sunday

By Gary West

Anyone who has never been to a Fly-In Breakfast at the Stratford Municipal Airport is in
for a treat Sunday, June 2 from 8 a.m. to noon.

Organizers from North Easthope Township and many from New Hamburg, Woodstock,
Listowel and St. Marys are inviting locals to their fly-in, drive-in, annual breakfast.

All donations from the pancake, peameal bacon and maple syrup breakfast, which in-
cludes coffee, tea and juice, goes to the Stratford General Hospital Foundation.

Organizers say those who attend will see planes coming in from all over with all makes
and sizes and it will be a real treat to have breakfast with those flying in from a distance
away.

GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY HOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVEL

ICELAND NORTHERN LIGHTS

AND GOLDEN CIRCLE
OCTOBER 7-13, 2025

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332
agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street,
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50025796

GRANT HAVEN
MEDIA

Vs

READ US waY
ONLINE | -

GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE/

BUNGALOW AND URBAN TOWNHOME
DESIGNS IN STRATFORD

STARTING IN THE

S500°

CONSTRUCTION HAS STARTED! VISIT US TODAY
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS MASTER PLANNED
COMMUNITY.

POETPERTH.CA

VISIT OUR SALES OFFICE TODAY'!

41 MARKET PLACE, DOWNTOWN STRATFORD

CALL MIKE AND VEDRANA
AT 519-498-4111

REIDSHERITAGEHOMES.COM

PRICING SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. RENDERINGS ARE ARTISTS CONCEPT. E & OE.
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WORSHIP IN WILMOT

OBITUARY OBITUARY

TOWNSHIP

BIESEL, Carol Eva PEAT: ]alrus Lorne St George’s Anglican Church
‘% . g Passed away suddenly and Passed away peacefully Corner Waterlqo St. and Byron St.,lNew Hamburg
bl unexpectedly on Monday, on Tuesday, May 14, 2024 In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
.. -' il May 20, 2024, at the Royal at the Hamilton General : 1 :
Al Victoria Regional Hospital, Hospital. Jairus Peat of Programs each Sunday for children during service.
| Barrie at the age of 64 RR#1 Bright in his 63rd St James Ul]allel of Ease_
| years. Carol resided in year. Annual Anniversary Service
Yy !  Innisfil and was formerly of Beloved husband of Sunday June 9 at 3:00pm
rws ‘E New Hamburg. Colleen (Epp) Peat who St James Chapel
) & ¥ Sj,‘ifi 12111)1011312 SS\?(ﬁlf}églgSSEd he married ]g):f)fln;}f";rhfﬁe o || 4339 Huron Rd, Wilmot Township
. | Lausch whom she’s cher- (Bray) Peat and the late quine Jtom us to celebrate 170 years of Anglican Worship in
ished 20 years with. ' Lorne Peat (August 23, limotL.
Stepmother of Matthew (Sarah), and Anthony 2011) of RR#1 Bright. Dear brother of the late Jane https://www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com/
(Shawna), grandmother of Charlotte. Carol will be (1997) and Janice Zarzycki of Waterloo. Son-in-
missed by her sisters Dianne Snider (Jim), Jean law of Irene Epp and the late Wilfred Epp (2001) St James Chapel of Ease
Roth, Brenda Biesel (Bruce Lindsay), brother John of New Hamburg and brother-in-law of Paul Epp : .
Biesel, brother-in-law Klaus Springer and by her & wife Dianne of Tavistock. Remembered by his 4333 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
many nieces and nephews. She was the cherished nephews and nieces Brent (Michelle) and their All Welcome
G(?d daughter of Aunt Eva Wagner and will be' children Connor 'and Brooklyn, Vincent (Taylor) Rev. Margaret Walker: Office: 519-662-3450
missed by Aunts Betty Schramm and Nancy Biesel. and Jacalyn (Chris). nabure@ i
Carol is predeceased by her father and mother Jairus lived and farmed all of his life at RR#1 Sgacnewhamburgl@gmail.com
Earl and Idula (Brodrecht) Biesel, sister Linda Bright. He served his community on the Bright Current health and safety protocols are followed.
Springer and brother-in-law Earl Roth. Fire Department for 33 years. He was a member of St Aeatha M ite Church
Carol was a true lover of animals, her budgie the Ratho Presbyterian Church and the care taker ga | a viennonite Lhurc
Robert will miss her dearly, she loved all animals, (,)f the szlﬂ,lo Cemetery. In retirement ]alru‘s en- 1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212
none were forgotten about in her heart. Carol joyed driving school bus for Sharpe Bus Lines . Pastor Jim Brown
worked in her early years at LuLu’s where she A Celebration of Jairus's life will take place at the i .
grew a passion for music and pop culture. Tavistock Memorial Hall, 3 Adam St. Tavistock on V\_/orshlp service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon
Cremation has taken place. Memorial visitation Sunday, June 9, 2024 from 1-5 pm with food and discussion. All are welcome
to be held at the Mark Jutzi Funeral Home, 291 refreshments provided. Burial took place in Ratho
' Cemetery.

Huron Street, New Hamburg on Wednesday, June

5,2024, from 6 - 8 p.m. and again on Thursday, In lieu of flowers, donations to the Ratho

June 6, from 2 until the service begins at 3 p.m. Presbyterian Church would be appreciated by the

in the funeral home chapel. Interment will take family. Personnel Condolences can be posted at C ELEB RATI O N
i i i www.gffh.ca

place at a later date in Riverside Cemetery, New
Hamburg.

As expressions of sympathy, memorial do- F 3 =4
. . ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN CHURCH IS ="* ;
nations can be made to the Humane Society, PR & Y %e / (WW
- = . Y _“ A B/ AA AN

Canadian Cancer Society or the Heart and Stroke
Foundation and can be done through the funeral

home. 85 /
Personal condolences and donation information bt ‘%

43

available at www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca
@m/w of Sorvice ¥

Special Service on
June 2, 2024 at 10am
followed by BBQ Lunch
Everyone welcome!

IN MEMORI AM 965565 Ma1|c_>:\e/\i/;/fcc’acdk5ide Road, g

e/ > esN\g

In Memory of

Kty )
7 /%J Norma Howe)& Gordon

unelo,; 2-May28,1 GRACE UNITED CHURCH, TAVISTOCK - ‘
J ounT AV 19 Saturday, June 1, 2024 « 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. COuétui;:arydjnqlay

Rain or shine | Coffee and Muffins
from|1:30 p:m. - 4:30 p.m.

Large assortment of household goods, books, .
puzzles, jewelry, toys, yarn, plants atithe DownielOptimist Hall in

BBQ - Herlicks sausage and hotdogs, cold drinks

@\;&g@){)@v\\gﬁ Huge Fabric Sale: yardages, fat quarters, fat eighths

Lovingly Remembered
by Husband Bryan
and Sons Scott & Jody
and their Families.
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The Wilmot-Tavistock
Gazette Weekly Quiz

Concertos?
UK?
held?
known as a .
7. Hz is short form for what?
8. When was the electric guitar

invented?

Nobel prizes?

1. What is the birthstone for May?
. How many milliliters are in a liter?
3. Who composed the Brandenburg

4. Who is the Prime Minister of the
5. Where was the 2014 Winter Olympics

6. An unintentional error regarded as
revealing subconscious feelings is

9. Who was the first person to win 2

10.What two countries border Uruguay?

Answers found on page 22

Kropf (32nd).

and Sheri Britton (21st).
Alexander (20).

(15).

Does someone in your family have a special day coming up? Let us know
at thewtgazette@gmail.com to appear in our Birthdays and Anniversaries
listing or to arrange for a special announcement ad.

May 30: Happy birthday to Carter Cook (13), Arielle McGregor
(17), Grace Bender (20), and anniversary for James and Bonnie

May 31: Happy birthday to Ruth Wallace (102), Karsen
Ankenmann (22) and Jessica Clemmer, and anniversary for Trevor

June 2: Happy birthday to Evelyn Kalbfleisch (10) and Mac
June 3: Happy birthday to Hannah Cressman (13) and Kayle Roth

June 4: Happy birthday to Erin Baechler (17) and anniversaries
for Ralph and Irene Baker (64th), Mark and Jennifer Ropp (13th),
and Kevin and Susan Luckhardt.

June 5: Happy birthday to Beau Witzel (18), Emma Michaels (19)
and anniversaries for Bill and Fran Eekhof (59th), Gerald and
Judy Zehr, and Terry and Jill Berg.

By Jake Grant

Slowly but surely, I'm reading through
the past pages of the Tavistock Gazette
(est. 1895). Within this weekly column
Id like to share with you some of my
findings.

May 28- June 4, 2014, Edition (10 years ago)

On Jan. 1, 1964, 122 independent Ontario hard-
ware retailers bought Hollinger Hardware Ltd.
Of St. Jacobs, Ont. to form Home Hardware.
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the
company that has become a Canadian icon.

Tavistock Athletics second baseman Tyson
Zehr, 19, has been selected for Softball Cana-
da’s national team. The team will compete at
the ISF Junior Men’s World Championship in
July in Whitehorse, Yukon.

Happy 175th anniversary Christ Church, Hunt-
ingford. On June 7 and 8, Huntingford ACW
prepares for their 175th celebrations with
Wayne Gretzky items for auction, live enter-
tainment and sandwiches.

VON Canada announced last Friday that Toy-
ota Motor Manufacturing Canada has made a
new commitment to VON Sakura House, the
only residential palliative care hospice serving
the people of Oxford County and surrounding
community. Toyota’s $355,000 donation is the
single largest cash gift ever received by VON
in Oxford County.

May 26- June 2, 2004, Edition (20 years ago)

Tavistock Queen’s Park was a classroom in it-
self for 250 public school students from Tav-
istock, Hickson, Shakespeare and Tollgate who
attended C.A.R.E Day on May 19, 2004. With
equipment demonstrations, Sparky the fire dog
and emergency vehicles for the children to run
around and enjoy.

The 0Old Gazettes

A Tavistock girls’ team played in a three-on-
three tournament in Woodstock this past week-
end. They were division champions playing
four games and dominating them all. The team
consisted of Brianna Gribble, Emily Sand-
erson, Des Brenneman, Steph Baril, Chelsey
Cambell, Rebeca McKay, Chelsea Hyde, Brooke
Jutzi, Jackie Zehr, Carly Kowalik and Morgan
Thomson.

For the sixth year now, hundreds of fierce
competitors from across the world will battle
it out in the village of Tavistock for the World
Crokinole Championships. To document this
year’s competition, local filmmakers and cous-
ins, Joshua and Jonathan Steckley, will collabo-
rate to produce “Crokinole: The Documentary”.

Ken Ferguson of Hickson earned two gold med-
als at the 2004 National Trampoline and Tum-
bling Championships at Humber College in To-
ronto May 19-21. His first gold was in Novice
Men’s Double Mini-Trampoline and his sec-
ond came as a member of Team Ontario whose
members earned the four highest scores.

May 30- June 6, 1984, Edition (40 years ago)

McCain Foods Ltd. announced last Friday that
it has acquired controlling interest in Tavistock
Union Cheese and Butter Ltd.

Over 50 of the community’s young people took
part in the annual Rotary Talent Night held at
the Tavistock School this year.

On Friday, June 1 the Tavistock Public School
held it’s Annual Field Day with over 125 com-
petitors taking part. Two records were broken
and one tied. Marsha Mohr established a new
high-jump mark of 1.31 metres, breaking the
existing height of 1.28 metres by Kathy Hohner
in 1975. Anna Losching reset her senior girls’
high-jump mark by marking 1.38 metres. And
Scott Ramseyer tied the junior boy’s 50-metre
record with a heat time of 7.5 seconds set by

Greg Yantzi in 1979.

The Tavistock Men’s Club satisfied over 300
fish lovers when they held their annual Fish
Fry last Wednesday night. The fish lovers con-
sumed about 110 pounds of flounder fillets and
some 250 pounds of French fries.

May 27- June 3, 1964, Edition (60 years ago)

The 10th anniversary of the Nith Valley Chap-
ter of the Order of the Eastern Star was marked
at Grandview School, New Hamburg, with Wor-
thy Matron Mrs. Doris Hyde presiding, assisted
by Associate Patron Wilfred Schneller, the lat-
ter also being chairman for the program.

With more than 130 registering from the 12
branches of the Perth Centre Women'’s Insti-
tute, the 15th annual meeting for the Women'’s
Institute was held at the Memorial Hall last
Wednesday morning and afternoon. Mrs. Wil-
liam Anderson, RR 4, Stratford, president, con-
ducted the sessions.

Edward Bergey, 17 and a student at the Wa-
terloo-Oxford District High School, was one of
241 Canadian students in Ottawa last week for
the 14th annual “Adventure in Citizenship”, a
project of the Rotary Club of Ottawa. He was
sponsored for the trip by the Tavistock Rotary
Club.

A potluck supper, served buffet style, was en-
joyed by the Loyalty Class and their families
of Zion Evangelical United Brethren Church
Tuesday night in the church basement with
the class president, Roy Facey, in charge. The
grace was invoked by Mrs. Willard Gerber and
following the supper program was enjoyed,
convened by Mrs. Facey assisted by Mrs. Percy
Wettlaufer.

Attendance at the Well Baby Clinic held at the
Memorial Hall last Friday afternoon was 60 of
which 58 were immunized by Dr. O. C. Powers,
assisted by Ms. M. Charlton.

WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S

All'are welcome

Service led by Rev Marg Smith
Music by Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY EVANGELICAL

LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Pastor Steve Hoffard

Church Office 519-655-2312
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE
Interim Pastor Harold Schlegel.
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am.
Masks welcomed but not required.

All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship
service.

Stream services online at
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario
Questions or Need Help?

Text or Call: (519) 655-2413
tavistockbc.org

Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN Lcc
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com

Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

Regular Services 2pm

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
Www.ezmennonite.ca

Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY

17 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock NOB 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611

Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church
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Embro Senior C Highlanders hockey team wins
gold in Toronto

By Gary West

Women’s hockey in Canada has certainly
come to the forefront over the last year
with the professional women’s hockey
league.

Locally, women’s hockey has also been
causing that same kind of excitement.

It was a thrilling weekend for local wom-
en’s hockey in Toronto in the middle of
April.

The Embro Senior C Highlanders hock-
ey team took home gold at the provincial
championship in double overtime with a
thrilling finish to end a weekend of excit-
ing hockey for the hardworking and tal-
ented team.

Organizers said the team consists of a
few local Tavistock girls and many oth-
ers with connection to the Oxford County
community:.

The Highlanders placed first in
round-robin play, which qualified them
for provincials. That round robin consist-
ed of six teams, but started out with a total

of 16 senior C teams participating in the
weekend.

They finished first in their pool at the
provincials, which included Orillia
Hawks, Toronto Leaside Wildcats and the
Bluewater Hawks.

It was a strong showing from the small
metropolis of Embro as the Highlanders
competed in the quarterfinals against the
Embro 97’s hockey team.

In the semifinal game, they defeated the
Norfolk Hurricanes, which put them in the
finals against Orillia.

According to the team’s coaches, the dou-
ble-overtime win was a sweet ending to a
very successful year.

In a press release, the team thanked “the
tremendous coaching staff,” team cap-
tain and coordinator Megan Veldman,
ice scheduler Shawna Mcintosh, and the
many local fans who supported the team
during the provincials, and also enduring
the home ice time of 9:30 p.m. on Fridays
during the whole season.

Pictured following their gold-medal win are members of the Embro Senior C Highlanders. In
the front from left are Emily Bertens, Kyra Prekup, Megan Jackson, Brooke Hartwick, Carly
Wouters and Paula Wouters. In the middle row from left are Kayla Veldman, Megan Veldman,
Katie Whetstone, Alyssa Habel and Jaime VanNes. In the back row from left are Tim Whet-
stone, Paul Prekup, Brooklyn McNab, Celina Murray, Haleigh Mclintosh, Julie Van Nes, Alicia
Young, Kately Sykes and Mike Oliver. Absent are Jocelyn Innes, Claire Hazeleger and Ella

Wouters. Photo courtesy of Jayne Whetstone

Take a Hike Oxford returns this weekend

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative
reporter

June 1 is International Trails Day and the
Oxford County Trails Council is inviting
the community to participate in Take a
Hike Oxford.

The event will take place on four trails
across the county where people can learn
more about the county’s network of trails
and participate in a wide variety of ac-
tivities designed to bring nature and the
shared responsibility to protect it, deeper
into people’s lives.

Council board member Cher Sprague said
the day will feature much more than just
walking trails for participants.

“We've organized various activities on
each trail. The Hickson one has raptors,
Ingersoll a photography walk, Beachville
features a guided hike and creating fish-
ing lures while the trail in Woodstock has
face painting. Each trail will have other
children’s activities as well.”

Sprague added the event is meant to en-
courage families to get out and enjoy the
outdoors and experts will be available to
provide tips on taking pictures in nature.

The four locations are:

¢ Woodstock - Herbert Milnes Park
Woodlot Trail, 545239 Pattullo Avenue

e Ingersoll - John Lawson Trail,
Wonham St. South (by the river)

e Hickson - Hickson Trail North, 99
Loveys Street (Hickson Park)

e Beachville - Oxford Thames River
Trail, 454779 45th Line (east of
Beachville)

People can come to learn more about our
wonderful trails network and participate
in a wide variety of activities designed to
bring nature and our shared responsibili-
ty to protect it deeper into our lives,” said
council president Dan Molinaro.

i

“Combining knowledge and physical and
mental health is vital to our wellbeing and

Optimist Club of Tavistock

Friday Night

FRIES

4:00-8:00 p.m.

at the Tavistock Optimist Park @

Serving up world famous Optimist Fries, Hot Dogs, Hamburgers & Drinks.

'

@

we recognize this starts from an early age
and can last a lifetime. So, the activities at
our four public sites will feature fun for
kids and parents while catering to those
who wish to explore each trail with or
without a guide, and perhaps capture their
experiences with their camera or other
mobile device,” he added.

The group has teamed up with several
partners to allow up-close, personal and
hands-on experiences to encourage a
broader understanding of local nature, the
environment and the many local resourc-
es available.

Each location will be open from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m., rain or shine, and will feature san-
itation and hydration facilities. Bring your

own water bottle, snacks, bug spray, sun-
screen and outdoor footwear. Free parking
will be available.

The Oxford County Trails Council is a
reference committee and, if a group is in-
terested in creating a trail, it will provide
assistance.

“We provide interested groups with the
people to contact and help them get or-
ganized. We've assisted various new trails
like Harrington which goes around the
pond, and the Thames River Trail which
brought together organizations like Ducks
Unlimited and Stewardship Oxford. It was
a large coordination effort,” said Sprague.

LOCAL SPORTS
STORIES WANTED

We want to celebrate our local athletes
with our readers. That’s why we welcome

photos and stories on any of our local
sports teams and athletes!

Email them to:
3 thewtgazette@gmail.com &
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Jackie Noble Memorial Trophy awarded to local
music students

By Gary West

Music students from various grades at North
Easthope Public School west of Amulree brought
home the hardware to the school after the recent
96th annual Kiwanis Festival of the Performing
Arts in Stratford.

Music teacher Colleen Rothwell said the school
entered four choirs into the festival, including a
girls choir and three classroom choirs — grades 1,
2 and 3/4.

According to Rothwell, the dedication and focus of
each student was evident at the competition and
their hard work resulted in first-place standings
for each group.

Additionally, the girls choir was awarded the Jackie
Noble Memorial trophy in memory of Jacqueline
Candice Noble of St. Marys who died in 1989 of
Leukaemia at the age of 14. She was a talented
singer and brought joy to her family, friends and
to all who knew her.

At the Stars of the Festival evening, North
Easthope was presented with two more awards,
including the Ida Kollman Memorial Scholarship
and the Bottomley Trophy for the highest average
score in three or more Elementary School vocal
classes.

The winning singers from North Easthope thanked
Mitchell area farmer Dave Murray as their dedi-
cated accompanist during this year’s festival.

Rothwell also sends out many thanks to the
school’s parent council, which supported this ef-
fort by providing funding for entrance fees and
busing.

e i i 4 « LA

Music Teacher Colleen Rothwell with award winning musical students at North Easthope Public School with their trophies on full
display last week. They were proud to be showing off their four wins at this year’s Kiwanis Festival of the Performing Arts in Strat-
ford. Photo by Gary West

Hickson and District Lions Club makes a major donation
to East Zorra-Tavistock

By Gary West

It was a big day for the Hickson
and District Lions club on May 15
as the club honoured its commit-
ment of $10,000 to the township of
East Zorra-Tavistock.

The money had been given to the
club as part of the prizes awarded
from the Van Boekel family, when
they won Pioneer Seeds’ “Here’s to
our Hometown” video competition

in 2019.

At that time, the club had said they
would use the funds to build a
community/meeting room.

The club had also approached the
township at the same time with a
plan to enclose a larger part of the
pavilion for a meeting room. The
cost of this proposed project was
too large for the club to go it alone,
so it asked the township for some
help.

The Lions were told of plans to
include a room as part of the new
township administration building.

The club has used the new com-
munity room for their business
meetings since January 2024.

Pictured with a donation cheque of $10,000 are, from left, Lions Diane and Laurence Clark,
Heather McKim, EZT CAO Karen DePrest, Mayor Phil Schaefer and Lions Valerie and Brad
Smith. Contributed photo

r“

@ Hickson Lions Club
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Lions president Valerie Smith presents a $500 cheque
to township public works manager Tom Lightfoot to
purchase and plant trees in East Zorra-Tavistock on
the Lions Club‘s behalf. Contributed photo
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Humane Society of Kitchener-Waterloo and
Stratford-Perth

By Alex Hunt

The local humane society prioritizes
providing our furry friends their forever
home.

Humane Society of Kitchener Waterloo
and Stratford Perth will host their Adopt-
a-Thon at their Stratford and Kitchener
locations on June 1 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at both centres.

“The majority of the animals are strays.
There might be a few that have been
surrendered with owners trying to re-
home them, so we have taken them in to
help them out but the majority that we
have on site here are strays,” said Nicole
Swartzentruber, animal-care manager at
the Stratford Perth Humane Society.

Swartzentruber says most of these ani-
mals have been at the facility for around
three to four months and are classified
as long-term-care residents, while oth-
ers have only been in care for a couple of
weeks.

“Things have slowed right down. People
are just not adopting these animals. They
are with us longer than we would like to
see,” said Swartzentruber. “I think the
economy has a lot to do with it. The cost
of living has increased. People are just not
able to take on the responsibility of anoth-
er mouth to feed and owning an animal is
not cheap.”

Swartzentruber says the centres care for
170 animals with 51 of them available for
adoption at the Adopt-a-Thon. Thirty-five
animals will be available for adoption in
Kitchener-Waterloo and 16 in Stratford

Perth.

All online-adoption applications will be
suspended and replaced with paper cop-
ies on site in both facilities.

Swartzentruber said overpopulation has
been a prominent issue due to slow adop-
tion rates and hopes that all animals will
be brought to their new homes on the day
of the event so more can be admitted and
cared for.

On event day, cats and other small ani-
mals such as rabbits and guinea pigs will
be displayed in the atrium, visible for all
visitors.

“Because we have so many dogs available
for adoptions, they do not all sit in our ca-
nine adoption area and we generally do
not let the public go back there because
it is very stressful on the animals,” said
Swartzentruber.

“We will have pictures of all the dogs and
if somebody would like to meet a dog, all
they have to do is fill out an application
and one of our adoption counselors will
bring the dog out to meet them and every
member of the household must be present
to adopt the dog.”

Swartzentruber said if a visitor has a dog
and is interested in adopting another, then
they must bring their dog with them to en-
sure both canines are compatible.

“We are not giving up,”said Swartzentruber.
“We will continue to promote these an-
imals online and continue to have these
Adopt-a-Thons until they find their forev-
er home.”

Adoptable dogs ready to be brought to their forever home at the Stratford Perth Humane

Society. Humane Society of Kitchener Waterloo and Stratford Perth photos

PICK UP YOUR COPY OF
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

New Hamburg

Thrift Centre, Short Stop, Sobeys, Office Pro, No Frills, Mario's Chicken, Library, McDonalds,
Tim Hortons, Nith Valley Butcher, The Whining Tree, Town Square Pharmasave, Heart'n
Home Creations, Cook's Pharmacy, Great Canadian Dollar, Wilmot Recreation Centre, Pizza
Arca, Old Country Restaurant, TLC Pet Food

Tavistock
Double D's Restaurant, D&D Homestyle Cuisine, Tim Hortons, Hasty Market,
Sam's Independent, Quehl's Restaurant, IDA Pharmacy, Shell Gas, Library,
Tavistock Arena, Scotia Bank

Baden
Tim Hortons, Circle K, Subway, Mars Variety, Baden Coffee Company,
Pharmacy in Baden Plaza

New Dundee
New Dundee Village Market
Wellesley

Pym's, Schmidt's Bulk Pantry, Cook's Pharmacy Schmidtsville Restaurant,
Wellesley Service

Shakespeare
Shakespeare Brewery, Shakespeare Variety

St.Agatha
Pfennings Store, Hasty Market

Petershurg

Petro Canada Gas Bar

Stratford

Food Basics, Sobeys, No Frills, Klomps Home & Garden

A previous adoption event at the Stratford Perth Humane Society.
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EXPERT ADVICE: Condo living in today’s real-estate landscape

In today's growing economy and
real estate market, condomini-
ums have become a sought-af-
ter option for home ownership,
captivating buyers with the ease
of living, comfort and amenities
they provide.

As arealtor, I have not only been
exposed to the growing appeal

of condos, but also the unique fi-
nancial structure that they offer.
Today, I aim to empower you with
the knowledge required to confi-
dently grasp this unique home
ownership option and make an
informed decision when choos-
ing to buy a condo.

Condo ownership can serve as a
tangible asset to an individual's
financial portfolio and act as a
valuable investment for future
goals. Like any Real Estate in-
vestment, condos have histor-
ically shown a steady appreci-
ation over time. Locality, rising
market demand and property
upgrades should all be consid-
ered in order to gain the most
equity for purchasers over time.

When considering condo own-
ership, prospective buyers often
question the concept of con-
do fees. Why would I pay a fee

for something I can do myself?
Condominium living provides
a unique lifestyle, with low-
er maintenance at the cost of a
monthly condo fee. Oftentimes
condominiums may include ad-
ditional amenities that other-
wise owners may not be able to
afford. The monthly fee fronts
a share of the costs for mainte-
nance, repairs and insurance of
the building and shared ameni-
ties. While this may seem like a
financial burden, this fee pro-
vides peace of mind and less
time spent ensuring that essen-
tial services and upkeep are tak-
en care of. When purchasing a
condo, the corporation's reserve
fund must be closely examined.
A reserve fund acts as a safety
net for anticipated repairs and
maintenance that the building
will require over time.

There are certain indicators to

look for when reviewing the
corporation’s financials that can
signal to purchasers whether
or not the building is a good in-
vestment. Despite best efforts of
maintaining a healthy reserve
fund, buyers should be aware of
potential unforeseen expenses
that can result in necessitating
special assessment. When dam-
age or repair costs exceed the
amount of money that is in the
reserve fund, corporations will
sometimes bill the owners di-
rectly in a one-time payment. Al-
though a special assessment may
come as an unwelcome surprise
to residents, the event is vital to
maintain the viability and struc-
tural integrity of the complex.

Practice your due diligence as
a buyer and inquire about re-
cent or upcoming special as-
sessments to gauge the financial
structure of the building and

corporation. Beyond the unique
financial structuring and practi-
cal advantages, condos foster a
unique opportunity and lifestyle
that is often lacking with other
ownership forms.

From a sense of community to
connecting with fellow residents
in communal areas and bonding
over similar interests and hob-
bies throughout the building,
condos offer a compelling path-
way to homeownership for those
ready to embark on the journey
of home ownership or real estate
investment.

For questions or future article
suggestions feel free to reach
out anytime to connect; iliving-
stonsells@gmail.com

Isabel Livingston is a sales repre-
sentative with Gale Group Realty
Brokerage Ltd. and the Jennifer
Gale Real Estate Team.

EXPERT ADVICE: Our propensity to compare

By John Dinner

In taking over the writing of this
column, I'm aware that a whole
series over many years has pre-
ceded my taking on the writing of
this monthly article. These have
been written with a focus and
style that have drawn readers in
and created an audience who has
appreciated my predecessor and
the perspectives he has shared.

This change in authors reminds
me of the propensity for many
of us to compare ourselves with
others. It’s easy to self-assess my
approach relative to my forerun-
ner, Chip Bender. And, in doing
so, to question my ability to ef-
fectively and entertainingly en-
gage, connect and be relevant.

I say many of us when it’s more
accurate that we all are suscep-
tible to comparing ourselves al-
most daily in both profound and
subtle ways.

As the area’s golf courses open
this spring, we’ll soon be com-
paring our scores, our equip-
ment, our attire and the number
of games we play against other
golfers. When we get to the 19th
hole, the brand of beverage we
order will say something about
us relative to others around the
table and we may then compare
the putts we missed, the fairways
we hit or missed and the vaca-
tions taken during the winter
just past. Then, we’ll head home
in a car and drive to a home that
we hope says something about us

relative to those around us — how
new, how expensive, how big. You
get the point.

Comparison is the world we live
in. It gets exploited by the so-
ciety we inhabit. The dissatis-
faction that often accompanies
comparison may spur us on to fill
the void or unworthiness we can
feel, often with mixed or unsatis-
factory results. So how might we
respond?

Consider for a moment that,
against incredibly low odds, each
of us are here to live the lives we
have been given with all of its
ups and downs. It has been cal-
culated that the odds of anyone
ever being born are one in 4 tril-
lion. And yet, here we are, each of
us a miracle. But what does one

resident of this community.

ence here.

Having lived in rural areas in past years,
I am not alien to such an issue and I un-
derstand that wind, snow, ice and human
error can be factors in service interrup-
tion. I cannot attribute these causes to
the many service interruptions I experi-

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
Time for council to take action
on increasing power outages

It appears to me an alarming number of
power outages occur and have occurred
in my approximately nine months as a

Sincerely,

James McMyler, Tavistock

Is it not past time for our council to invite
this service provider to meet and explain
the frequency of outages, and if there are

means to harden the systems to provide
a more reliable service to its customers?

This oversight, I'm sure,
comed both by paying customers of the
service provider and taxpayers of the
community they are privileged to serve.

in 4 trillion look like?

Imagine if there was one life
preserver thrown somewhere in
some ocean with exactly one tur-
tle in all of these oceans swim-
ming wunderwater somewhere.
The probability that any of us
came to be is the same as that
turtle sticking its head out of the
water and into the middle of that
life preserver on one try.

What might be our response to
winning this lottery of life? The
choices are almost endless given
that life is often wonderful yet
hard at the same time. But living
a life of gratitude for what we
have been given and being hap-
py for the good fortune of others
is one way to short circuit the
temptation to compare and find

ourselves wanting. By adopting a
posture of gratitude amidst life’s
disappointments and hardships
makes this journey of life more
enjoyable and the pain points a
little less sharp.

So, how did I do with this first
column (compared with previ-
ous articles?). A better salutation
might be to simply thank you for
taking the time to read my offer-
ing. I'll go with that.

John Dinner is a Registered Psy-
chotherapist  (qualifying) who
works as a counsellor at Inter-
faith Counselling Centre in New
Hamburg. During the recent solar
eclipse, he found himself compar-
ing his experience with that of oth-
ers.

will be wel-

GRANT
HAVEN
MEDIA

Residents in our communities
trust our newspapers to provide
local news and information, let
me help you connect to our
readers with your local business.

heather@granthaven.com @ZIWiy%k:ky,
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EXPERT ADVICE: Picking sensational strawberries at Pinehill Farms

‘ 10
By Mercedes Kay Gold

Strawberry season has arrived and Pine
Hill Berries has two roadside stands al-
ready open and selling out fast!

Mark your calendar for June 7 and meet
me at Pinehill Farms. I will be sporting my
sunhat, shades, SPF-30 and a supersized
smile in anticipation of an afternoon of
personally filling those cute, green bas-
kets with fresh-picked berries.

Rob and Stacey Musselman, owners of
Pinehill Farms, lovingly planted their first
strawberry crop in 2015. Rob grew up on
the family farm in Tavistock and, after
marrying Stacey in 2012, the couple set-
tled on his grandparents’ farm in Pinehill.
With a strong desire to farm the land and
discovering strawberries suited the sandy
land conditions, their adventure began.

Strawberries are synonymous with sun-
shine, but in reality, they are a 365-day
labor of love requiring constant attention.
During the coldest winter months when
the rest of us hibernate, the Musselman'’s
are protecting the plants with straw. As
the snow melts, planting begins. Summer-
time is all about keeping a watchful eye on
insects dining on the sweet nectar of the
lovely white flowers.

The stunning strawberry is a flowering
plant with over 20 species belonging to
the rose family. The garden strawberry
is a hybrid species of the genus Fragaria
and each variety is unique. They vary in

size, flavour, texture, sweetness and each
favour different growing conditions. Pine-
hill Farms listened to their clients’ person-
al preferences and grows three varieties.

Pinehill is proud to have seven acres of
sensational strawberries ready to harvest
this season, and another three acres of
transplants for 2025. With the warm spell
in March, an early harvest seemed inev-
itable. Wendy and Annapolis are ready
first, followed by Brunswick, Cavendish,
Evelyn, Kate and Valley Sunset, a “real
crowd pleaser,” according to Stacey.

Aside from Strawberries being beautiful
and juicy sweet with a scintillating scent,
they are a bounty of body boosting bene-
fits. It's hard to fathom this mouthwater-
ing fruit contains less than one teaspoon
of sugar in a whole cup. The carbohy-
drates are super low thanks to fantastic
fiber, fabulous for keto-diet lovers. This
juicy jewel-coloured berry is first class
for controlling blood sugar, scoring 40 on
the glycemic index, and therefore consid-
ered a safe fruit option for diabetics. With
approximately 60 calories a cup, they are
an awesome add-on to any meal. Straw-
berries are a hydrating helper. Their 91
per-cent content is a water-intake wow!
Say so long to summer colds with immune
boosting benefits of chart-topping vitamin
C content. Like all fruit or Mother Nature’s
candy, strawberries contain various vital
vitamins and mega minerals, but the ar-
ray of antioxidants is absolutely amazing.
The ravishing red color comes from high
concentrations of anthocyanin, helping
reduce inflammation, offer cancer protec-
tion and heart disease for starters. Carot-
enoids are also key to the intense hue are
fat-soluble pigments naturally present in
plants and powerful for disease preven-
tion overall.

Strawberries are stupendous! Ready set
and pick your own for $3.25 per pound.
Pinehill Farm’s fabulous team is ready to
point you to the perfect patch for hand-
picking-holistic heaven.

Take a country drive and stock up on a
one-litre basket for $6 or a family sized
six-litre flat for $32. There are two road-

Get ready for strawberry season with Pinehill Farms in New Hamburg. Photo by Mercedes

Kay Gold

side-stand locations. One is on Pinehill
Farms, located at 2662 Huron Road in New
Hamburg. Alternately, visit the roadside
stand at the Punkeydoodles Corner locat-

ed at 3880 Perth Road 101, New Hamburg.

Follow on socials @pinehillfarms for up-
coming hay rides and bouncing good times
in the castle.

www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

Oak Grove Cheese

Factory Fresh To Your Table

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
FAR kR R Rk R Rk R R R R
Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls
khhkhhhhhhbhhbhhhhrs
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm * Saturday g am to 1 pm
Closed Sundays

Bl
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L
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Factory (imited :
Since1879

Full Mechanical Services

Tires For All Vehicles
Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

TIR

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden

519-662-4990 OKTIRE.COM
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OH, THE PLACES WE'LL GO: Robbie’s - an unusual, eclectic
destination, and mind your fingers.

By Paui Knowles

If T were to try to describe
Robbie’s of Islamorada in one
or two words, I would give up.
Because Robbie’s is one of the
most unusual, eclectic destina-
tions anywhere, it’s impossible
to sum up with a single adjec-
tive.

At this popular spot in the
Florida Keys, you can dine on
pub food right by the docks or
inside the Hungry Tarpon sur-
rounded by hundreds of flutter-
ing American one-dollar bills
that adorn the ceiling, walls and
occasional posts.

You can feed tarpon by hand, an
activity more fraught with per-
il than you might expect given
the number of people who ea-
gerly hold out bait fish for these
giant game fish to grab. From
time to time, they also grab a
hand - or forearm (they have
very large mouths). No one has

lost body parts that I know of,
but I also know firsthand how
poor tarpon are at discerning
between bait fish and the skin
on one’s arm. It is, shall we say,
an adventure.

And adventure is what Robbie’s
is all about - that and perhaps
beer and tacky tourist items.
At this destination, right on
the Overseas Highway, you can
rent jet skis, kayaks and pad-
dleboards. Robbie’s is on Flor-
ida Bay on the Gulf of Mexico
side of the Keys, but just on the
other side of the Lignumvitae
Channel Bridge — one of many
that link the islands of the Keys
—is the Atlantic Ocean.

That’s where the newest Rob-
bie’s adventure will take you
— the Transparensea glass-bot-
tom boat.

The 46-foot Transparensea
sails during the day, and also at
night, to offer a unique view of
the ocean floor lit by under-boat
LED lights. The crew told us the
creatures you see after dark
are very different than those
during the day. Apparently, they
spoke the truth - we spotted
sea turtles, nurse sharks, lob-
ster, as well as yellow snapper
and other fish.

The trip takes you to part of the
coral reef that runs the length
of the keys off the Atlantic
Coast, so day trips are likely to
treat those on the boat to the
brightly coloured fish that pop-
ulate the reefs but hide from
predators at night.

Either option will be an intrigu-
ing experience, but one piece of
advice: pray for a calm day or
evening. Wind and waves can
significantly lessen one’s en-

ing dollar bills.

boat tour.

Some of the guests on the glass-bottom

joyment of a glass-bottom boat,
which rolls with the waves as
it hovers over the sea bottom.
This, even though the Trans-
parensea is fitted with state-of-
the art stability equipment.

If you want to get even more
up close and personal with
the denizens of the coral reefs,
Robbie’s offers snorkeling and
“SNUBA” diving. The latter is
a combination of snorkeling
and SCUBA. Divers don't wear
breathing equipment. Instead,
they are connected to an air
supply that remains in the boat.
SNUBA divers can descend to
about 20 feet below the surface.

Robbie’s also has sunset cruis-
es on a catamaran - a popular
feature everywhere in the Keys
— and eco-tours through the is-
lands of Florida Bay, which bor-
ders on the southern end of the
Everglades.

But come back to Robbie’s on
land for a moment. As well as
the restaurant, there’s a gift
shop and other kiosks, a beach
bar and about two dozen poten-
tial selfie spots where visitors
pose with statues of pirates,
giant replicas of tarpon, flutter-
ing dollar bills or the ever-pres-
ent pelicans, egrets and herons.

The pelicans, by the way, are
eager to compete with the tar-
pon for the fish being offered
by the would-be tarpon feed-
ers. This inevitably leads to am-
bushes by the birds on the folks
focused on the fish. All of this
is genuine entertainment in its
own right. I could watch this
drama for hours.

That’s the thing about Robbie’s.
It's clearly a place that does not
take itself very seriously, em-

The Hungry Tarpon restaurant at Ro
Paul Knowles

braces its inner tackiness and
welcomes all and sundry to do
whatever they might enjoy do-
ing on a given day.

By the way, there is a lot more
to do in Islamorada in addition
to the eclectic mix of activities
at Robbie’s. The Morada Way
Arts and Culture District is
worth an article of its own - so
I will provide one to you a few
weeks from now.

And as is true all the way down
the Keys, from Key Largo to
Key West, there are lots of plac-
es to stay. This time around, we
booked into the Hadley Resort
and Marina and found it to be
delightful. Our apartment had
a balcony overlooking the re-

A sea turtle, spotted on the night-time

Transparensea tour.

sort’s docks and beyond them,
the Atlantic Ocean. There was a
welcoming pool, free ice cream
on offer all the time and a sig-
nificant number of shy lizards
roaming the property. It was a
great place to stay, and I'd rec-
ommend it as your headquar-
ters as you explore this fasci-
nating part of the Florida Keys.

Paul Knowles is an author and
travel writer, and president of
the Travel Media Association of
Canada. To contact Paul about
travel, his books, or speaking
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net.

Read for the attach of the tarpon!
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Take your business
to the next level!

WE CAN HELP!

Contact Sharon Leis

Call 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL sharonbleis@gmail.com | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
Small water falls on the Nith in New Hamburg. Mike Grummett photo
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This evening, I was part of a rally at the
Wilmot Township offices where sever-
al residents of the community managed
to speak with Mayor Salonen and some
of the councillors to let them know that
Wilmot is not a willing community re-
garding the plan to assemble 770 acres
of prime farmland for the purpose of in-
dustrial development. Recently, Premier
Ford indicated that land assembly
plans should only proceed with willing
communities.

Later in the council meeting, a motion
was put forth about Wilmot Township
needing to establish rules to prevent
dumping of contaminated fill. When
Stewart Snyder, a farmer affected by the
land grab, tried to equate the disastrous
consequences of uncontrolled dumping

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
Wilmot is not a willing host for
770-acre land assembly

with those of destroying prime farmland
in favour of an industrial complex, he
was prevented from continuing. When
he asked how he could arrange to speak
with the council on this subject, he was
told to contact the Region.

I find it very upsetting that the premier
leads us to believe that communities have
say in how their land is managed and yet,
when the community is not willing to
agree with a proposed plan, their elected
leaders do not stand up for them. Isn't it
their responsibility to advocate for their
constituents not to pass the buck?

Dorothy Wilson,
New Hamburg

Gazette Puzzles

Agrlcultural

plastics |

'REGYCLING

PILOT
PROGRAM

Local farmers can dispose of agricultural
plastics like bale wrap, fertilizer bags, and
bunker covers at the Waste Management
Facility for only $50/tonne.

Learn more about the agricultural plastics
pilot program at www.wasteline.ca.

(((")xford County

Growing stronger together

wasTeLine

working towards zero waste

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS WITH US!

Contact Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418 or sharonbleis@gmail.com

WELCOME JUNE
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Beach Day Hello Summer Schools Out
Class Trips Indigenous Peoples Day Solstice
Father's Day Midsummer Day Sunshine
Gardening Pool Party Vacation
Graduation Pride Month Weddings
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Pet of the Week
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1 LOUIE

Louie is a 4-year-old mini daschund with |
a big personality! His favourite activities [
include basking in the sunshine, barking,
racing the golf cart and cuddling on the
couch while watching hockey. Louie is a
loyal, loving boy who is always eager to
share hugs and kisses with his people, |
the Bender family.

Nominate your Pet of the Week by
\_ emailing: thewtgazette@gmail.com
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3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.ticpetfood.com
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Oxford Tourism award winners announced

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative
reporter

Oxford’s tourism innovators and collabo-
rators were on hand last Thursday night at
Otter Creek Golf Club for the third annual
Oxford Tourism Awards of Excellence.

Presented as part of Rural Oxford
Economic Development Corporation’s
10th Anniversary Banquet and Awards
Event on May 23, the 2023 Oxford Tourism
Awards of Excellence winners were
announced.

Responsible Tourism Award -
Dairy

Golspie

Golspie Dairy has carried a sustainable
mindset for its business since day one
of operations. Golspie Dairy sourced
local materials, including fallen ash
trees, for use in the aging room. It in-
creased biodiversity on the farm by plant-
ing a native-species meadow and incor-
porating consumer education. Golspie
Dairy’s refill program for milk and soft
cheeses has reduced plastic consump-
tion for its customers. In addition, it has
ensured its building is accessible and in-
clusive and has supported cycling tourism,
installing bike racks and seating.

Tourism Partnership Award first recipient
- SixThirtyNine, Thames River Melons
and Canada Grills

Local restaurant SixThirtyNine recently
teamed up with Thames River Melons and
Canada Grills for the highly successful
Farm to Dinner Table event. The sold-out
event enhanced the tourism sector and
profile of Oxford County, celebrating the
many Oxford County and Ontario pro-
ducers featured on the menu. This event
included visitors from Toronto and trav-
el media. SixThirtyNine, Thames River
Melons and Canada Grills plan to continue

ROME AND AMALFI

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9
(&) 226-333-9939 &) newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50025796

S EWISY | Il _i

Ryan. Contributed photo

working together by offering new and ex-
citing experiences in 2024 and beyond.

Tourism Partnership Award second recip-
ient - Indigo Lounge Wellness and Eatery

The "It Takes a Village" mantra has al-
ways been at the root of everything they
do at Indigo Lounge Wellness and Eatery
in Tillsonburg. Indigo Lounge's mission
statement focuses on collaboration and
partnerships, and it is always looking to
make new local partners. Throughout
the year, it hosted dinners and cooking
classes with Cool Convenience, Sizzling
African Cuisine, Punjabi Chef Jasjit Kaur

y

COAST

MAY 16 - 25, 2025

FROM THE LEGENDARY COLOSSEUM IN ROME TO THE ROCKY CLIFFS OF THE AMALFI COAST, TAKE IN THE BEST OF SOUTHERN ITALY. BOOK NOW!

L

Pictured from left to right are Nancy Demarest of Rural Oxford Economic Development Cor-
poration, Ron and Wendy Marshall of Golspie Dairy and Oxford County Warden Marcus

and Nigerian Chef Khadjiah Haliru. It
also partners with farmers for farm-to-
table dinners. Partnership goes beyond
the kitchen, including Bollywood dance
and Henna nights with Sahar Zaidi, and
special events with Oxford County Pride.
It even offers up space every Sunday for a
new restaurant start-up, Sizzling African
Cuisine.

Best New Tourism Product Award -
Orange Door Acres

Orange Door Acres started as a small,
farmgate operation for people to buy pas-
ture-raised chicken. Over the years, the

business began to take flight by expand-
ing with innovations, recently completing
a major expansion by adding a kitchen
allowing it to expand products offered to
visitors. Visitors are always welcome to
tour the Orange Door Acres farm, as farm
education is an essential aspect of the
business. The onsite processing allows
visitors to see firsthand how food from the
garden, strawberry patch and barn winds
up on the table. This investment has cre-
ated new employment opportunities and
allowed more people to discover Orange
Door Acres.

“We had some incredible submissions
once again this year, and it gets harder and
harder every year we host these awards
for our panel of judges to select a winner”
said Meredith Maywood, Oxford county
tourism specialist.“We have so many busi-
nesses in Oxford County going above and
beyond to support local tourism and keep
guests coming back to the county.

“I'm pleased that the Tourism Award pro-
vides a forum to recognize their efforts
and amplify their successes.”.

The 2023 Oxford Tourism Award program
recognizes the region’s tourism business-
es, organizations and individuals who
have displayed excellence in product
development, partnerships and collabo-
rations, innovation, inclusiveness, lead-
ership, sustainability and attraction to
the region. The program also recognizes
partners who work collaboratively with
Tourism Oxford to grow regional tourism
and offer exceptional visitor experiences.

Winners were chosen by a panel of ex-
ternal judges with representatives from
Ontario’s Southwest, the Tourism Industry
Association of Ontario and the Culinary
Tourism Alliance.

¢ Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4
() 519-284-2332 &) agent@stonetowntravel.com

r
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COMPLETE TREE
SERVICE
N.H. INC.

519-662-6198 treefellar@netflash.net
Proudly serving Wilmot township and area for over 25 years

WELCOME SPRING! )

BOOK YOUR SPRING & SUMMER
PROJECTS NOW....

AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT!

Now Accepting New Clients Call me for a quote

TICO #50010159

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE

Y o o
massel's marine

38 Milton Street New Hamburg
(519) 662-1650
www.masselsmarine.com

(866) 627-7357

Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes
Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing

&LEGEND

® mercury

GO BOLDLY.
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Serving
Ontario
Agricul ture
since 1966!

SATURDAY, JUNE 1

World Crokinole Championship
8 am. to 9 p.m.

Free Admission (Registration fee
for players). For more Information:
worldcrokinole.com

Tavistock Arena,

1 Adam Street

Tavistock Fire Department
Drive Thru Chicken BBQ

3 time slots: 4-5 p.m., 5-6 p.m. and
6-7 p.m.

$25 per meal. Includes BBQ
chicken, potatoes, veggies, cole-
slaw and dessert. For tickets call
519-221-6414.

Tavistock Fire Hall

260 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock

Tavistock Optimist Club
Parkfest

11 am. - 3 p.m.

Free Event

Bouncy castles, Wagon rides, Face
painting, Food trailer, Freezies,
Cotton candy

Tavistock Optimist Park

250 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock

SUNDAY, JUNE 2

St Andrews Cemetery
Decoration Service

11 a.m.

4200 Perth Road 107
Stratford, ON N5A 652

New Hamburg Legion
Decoration Day

2 p.m.

Riverside Cemetery

83 Bergey Ct., New Hamburg

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5

Township of East-Zorra
Tavistock council meeting
9 am.

Council chambers

89 Loveys St. Hickson

Explore the Baden Hills Trail
7-8pm

Register at letstreewilmot.ca/events
Baden Hills Regional Forest

2733 Sandhills Road Wilmot

Tavistock Men's Club Fish Fry
Serving 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Adults $30 Children (6-12) $15
Pickerel dine-in or take out.

For tickets call 519-655-2286 or
519-655-3573 or

email: info@tavistockmensclub.ca
Men's Club Hall,

78 Woodstock St., N

B-W FEED & SUPPLY

BEYOND NUTRITION “w,
WWW .BWFEED.CA e 519-662-1773

Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar

Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

THURSDAY, JUNE 6

KAIROS Blanket Exercise

7 p.-m.

Experience history from an
Indigenous perspective by par-
ticipating in a KATIROS Blanket
Exercise. A free event hosted by the
Wilmot Ecumenical Working Group
on Indigenous/Settler Relationships.
Register at:
https://bit.ly/WilmotBlanketExercise
Questions? Contact:
ecumenicalworkinggroup@gmail.com
New Hamburg Community Centre,
251 Jacob Street

FRIDAY, JUNE 7

Tavistock Optimist Club Friday
Night Fries

4 -8pm.

Tavistock Optimist Park

250 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock

SATURDAY, JUNE 8
Shakespeare Field Day and Fish

Fry

All day

SCAA Park and Optimist Hall
3974 Galt St., Shakespeare

MONDAY, JUNE 10

Township of Wilmot council
meeting

7-11 p.m.

Council chambers

60 Snyder’s Rd. West Baden

TUESDAY, JUNE 11

Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp
& Retreat Centre's 57th Annual
Chicken BBQ & 16th Annual Pie
Auction Fundraiser

5-7pm.

$20 Small meal / $24 Regular
meal. Pie Auction will happen
during the meal. Please visit
hiddenacres.ca for more details
and to order your tickets (tickets
must be purchased in advance).
Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp &
Retreat Centre

1921 Line 37, New Hamburg

Township of Wellesley council
meeting

6:45 p.m.

Council chambers

4805 William Hastings Line,
Crosshill

THURSDAY, JUNE 13

Food Truck Night

4:30-7:30 p.m.

North Easthope Public School
4672 Road 108, Stratford

=

“HAPPY-

FA]I@;S

June 16, 2024

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19

Explore Downtown New
Hamburg’s Pageant of Trees

7 - 8 p.m.

Register at letstreewilmot.ca/events
Kirkpatrick Park

122 Wilmot Street New Hamburg

Interfaith Counselling Centre's
40th Anniversary Gala

Doors open at 6 p.m.

For more information or to buy
tickets call 519-662-3092 or visit
interfaithcounselling.ca
Puddicombe Banquet Hall

145 Peel St., New Hamburg

;jwiﬂlf‘ R
gayae
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June 21,2024

TCP Presents: Auditions for
"Our Town"

6:30 — 9:30 p.m.

Due to the casting requirements of
the show the audition panel will

be seeking people 16+. Visit www.
thecommunityplayers.com/onstage/
auditions/ for more information and
book your audition today! Callback
HOLD - Sunday June 23 from 12:00
-5:00 p.m.

New Hamburg Community Centre
251 Jacob Street, New Hamburg, ON

Family owned
&
Operated

JULY 01,
2024

SATURDAY, JUNE 22

TCP Presents: Auditions for
"Our Town"

9:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Due to the casting requirements of
the show the audition panel will

be seeking people 16+. Visit www.
thecommunityplayers.com/onstage/
auditions/ for more information and
book your audition today! Callback
HOLD - Sunday June 23 from 12:00
-5:00 p.m.

New Hamburg Community Centre
251 Jacob Street, New Hamburg, ON

MONDAY, JULY 1

Township of Wilmot Canada
Day

11 a.m. opening ceremony
William Scott Park

84 Bleams Rd. W, New Hamburg

FRIDAY, JULY 5

Tavistock Optimist Club Friday
Night Fries

4 -8pm.

Tavistock Optimist Park

250 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock

FRIDAY, AUGUST 9

Tavistock Optimist Club Friday
Night Fries

4 -8pm.

Tavistock Optimist Park

250 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock
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CLASSIFIED ADS — The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Weekly Quiz Answers
S UB S C RI P TI O N ﬁ 1. Emerald 6. Freudian slip
FOR SALE &, A
i i h == 2. 1000 7 HeI‘tZ

All kinds of used and washed golf balls. Bag in a bakers Z\;eaT::_ig;i‘jg;:ﬁepi’;lio | -
dozen (13) $5 or $10. Call 519-462-2701 S 3. Johann 8. 1932
FOR SALE $55 plus tax ($57.75 total) Sebastian Bach 9 Marie Curie
Plums, Sweet and Sour Cherries, Apricot, Nectarines, support! It helps us to bring you the GRANT ) ) ]
Blueberry, Haskopp, Black Chokeberry, Grapes efc. best local news product possible. HAVEN 5. Sochi, Russia Argentina
Lots of Spruce, Pine, Cedars for windbreaks and privacy MEDIA

hedges, Sizes 1 to 6+.

Flowering shrubs and much more. e
Come check us out Mon-Sat 7:00am - 6:00pm $ ot '_ﬁ.“ ;
Martin's Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Road, Wroxeter (1 — 3

concession north of Wroxeter on Belmore Line) (W' € in ” world
WANTED . 9
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, i would you uke w W'

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,

Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buy- St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332
ing CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. agent(t_@nsé%n;;g\:)v;\;:as\;el.com Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
For more information: DIAMOND DOGS MUSIC 114 - -
Ontario St. Stratford/ 226-972-5750 Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939 consultants today'
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com . e
WANTED TICO #50025796 )

Aidadniisrsiupuriiyudill  www.stonetowntravel.com |
Pepsi, any pop company, Brewery items Kuntz, Huether www.stonetowntravel.com
Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones, Wristwatches
and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, Beaver Star Bee Hive SEN D YOU R STO RY I DEAS To

tc. Any old oil d signs Red Indian Supertest et
Any small famiure I you are moving or leaning out EDITOR GALEN SIMMONS
stuff please contact me - 519-570-6920. AT GALE N @G RANTHAVE N co M

|
FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL SHARONBLEIS@GMAIL.COM

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

ASSISTANCE AUTOMOTIVE CABINETRY |l CONTRACTORS
_ JEAD OIINE A% = ROBINMIOIES) | (7T Jw> JON WITZEL

CONTRACTING LTD.
SELECT WE
C Lo OINETS Residential * Commercial
Specializing in Custom K|tcheng, Baths, Agricultural * jonwitzel.com
N . Mantels, Bars, Entertai t Cent
t'lpisforyou@outlook com Mal ntenance & ?n €S, Bars, Enlertainment Lenters 51 9'662'4239
NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS Rebair on All Mike Foster ¢ 519-655-2874
M k p & M d | www.selectivecustomcabinets.com E N T w I S T L E
dKes odaels N . _
TAPISFORYOU.COM 272 Snyder's Road, Bad e-mail: selective @sympatico.ca
mall!t,@z;:en‘;to :; en 39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

AUTOMOTIVE [l AUTOMOTIVE BUYING CHIROPRACTIC

TSN _ LAFAY FAMILY
COLLISION CENTRES E&L ."".. " 991 Victoria St. NOI'th cH I ROPRACTIC

::ﬁr/:r-n Zé&ls't Murray Erb 5 h I AU DY EVE (D Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor) CUSTOM CONCRETELTD.
New Hambu r'g On, T: 519-662-1892 QC u ; 519-579-9302 New Patients Always Welcome Foundations * Floors  Driveways * Sidewalks

NBAZCE oo a o773 AUTOMOTIVE NG, Mon-Fri 9:30-4:30 296 Ontario St. Stratford Jon Willsey 519-778-2616 Tavistock, ON
www.likenew.ca  E: merb@likenew.ca 519-273-4404 jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com
24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

SERVICE & REPAIR GOLD JEWELLERY * WATCHES CONTRACTORS

TO bOOk thiS space ca" 27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock PAPER MONEY - OLD COINS
Sharon LeI;s at 519-655-2500 SILVER CUTLERY & PLATES

519-580-5418 or email AUTOPRO

sharonbleis@gmail.com

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

ZLEHFR

& MORE

ADDITIONS  RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS P.O. Box 979, Tavistock

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

GARY PEARSON 519-655-2825
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SERVICE DIRECTORY —

CONSTRUCTION EXCAVATING MORTGAGES PAINTING | ROOFING |

i =] ; M 519-749-1986
_Hgm 510-276-1651 JEL JOE £ H{ g W | CaLLEOR
CONSTRUCTION LIMITED Vi e {1
Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios H A U L A G E I‘?Ir RBC ’ lmn Imdroof@gmail.com
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos EXCAVATING SERVICES [y < tics=on y} . PAINTING AND DECORATING [ ROOFING R iniaey
General Contracting - Anything Concrete! Skidsteer and Mini Excavator ﬁ Facebook - | Eric Miller INTERIOR PAINTING_ Residential Roofing E ts Since 2003
www.agcore.ca » bstere@agcore.ca Randy Fletcher  519-272-3641 /" obile Mortgage Spocialist Over 30 years of experience. esidentia” Rooling “xperts Since
" 226-97-5144
— it QUALITY WORK, RELIABLE, CLEAN,
- evicamiBerghrbo com
P e HEATING/COOLING B : FRIENDLY, AND DONE ON TIME. STORAGE
COMMERCIAL Mortgg ge advice COLOUR CONSULTATIONS AVAILABLE STORE YOUR STUFF!
e New Buildings Doug Woelfle for your new home. MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11
and Renovations. Owner/Operator INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Box 250, Tavistock S
Ph: 519.655.2355 dwoelfle@rogers.com 5]9 662 Call for Pricing!
w info@mohrconstruction.com Installation, Sales & Service, MUHR STORAGE

Residential, Commercial

114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock
CONSULTING PLUMBING Tel: 519-655-2355 » Fax 655-2715
** Family Operatus Over 100 Years **| Bo o K TH Is AD

NETrn EREsawaranl space Tooav WIEETTER RENT A BOX

CONSULTING + Fireplaces Portable Storage Containers

. Gas Pioing - icati i Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W. Sizes 8'x12" to 8'x24’

, , Gas Piping * Sheet Metal Fabrication ca" Sharon I'e's Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock Store at your place or ours.
* Environmental Site Assessments Shop: 519-421-3268 NOB 2R0 Phone 519-625-8510

* Remediation Cell: 519-532-2051 at 5]9'580-5418 519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

» Records of Site Condition 1
* Excess Soil Management LAWN MAINTENANCE or emall To book your space call TECH N ICAL

» Groundwater and Surface sharonbleis@gmail.com SharonLeisat
Water Monitoring — 519-580-5418 or email Country Geek
PROGRAMS
, AVAILABLE
choicelawncare «Rolling » Aerating

sharonbleis@gmail.com Computer Sales & Services
for Home, Agriculture & Business
* Fertilizer
Kyle Meadows * Weed Control

In-Home or Drop-off Service
REAL ESTATE CONTACT DOUGTURVEY ¥
519-801-5983 « Overseeding

www.cxkenvironmental.com

FOGUS; ==.

computers inc. -BERARS

- Onsie and In-Store Service Momenh Rl[SHld PhllllDS

- Competitive Pricing on PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
New & Used Computers
519-655-2900

- Aftef Sale Service That Can't Be Beat www.tavistocklawyers.com
- Virus Removal, Upgrades & More! Appointments as arranged

- Cell: 519-537-9037 ' ~
THINKING OF Li= Viindt LT countrygeek33@gmail.com .é..

MAKING A £ -
MOVE? Realtor F % TRAVEL

List or Buy through me,
KATE GINGERICH get a round for FREE!

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

meadowschoicelawncare@gmail.com

9 kate@paulandkatekw.com
@ 226-789-3846 X ” . -
lzyundt r i ail.c Main office: 150 Queen St E,
Honest Dedicate CE ALL! St. Marys ¢ 519-284-2332
210 Mill St, New Hamburg * 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

WINDOW CLEANING

73 Peel Street Hours:
New Hamburg Mon - Thurs: Noon - 6:00

i e Y 1, 1ok this space call PROFESSIONAL HONEST EXPERIENCED
DENTIST Sharon Leis at A]L]ISON W]I]L]LSEY 50"‘%“
519-580-5418 or email PEAIK JARED GOWAN | HEATHER GOWAN

RE A LT @@L D

. . HH1OKERAGE
] sharonbleis@gmail.com Direct 519-275-4900 919-854-3254
TavI Istoc k D‘E nta I Office: 519—662—4900 jaredsqueeks@live.ca / www.squeeksclean.com
DR. KW&ON KIM W eak galt Itd com  www.willseyrealestate.com  willseyalison

WORKING TO S| 'YERS AND SELLERS SINCE 2005~ RURAL*RESIDENTIAL*COMMERCIAL*AGRICULTURAL ~ WATERLOO REGIC

RNitrlg)LEZe(r)iQ?dtle.\,/.lrzfoz:r:itto%)othl MASON RY R EIM Ax a-b REALTY LTD BOOK THIS AD
eplacement and Root Cana .
Treatment éi \CLA,\AISQNRY Jim Clair BR O K ER AGE SPACE TODAY!

M
/ LTD . . .
K ot s BTy 7t e I DEDICATED T0 MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS! : Call Sharon Leis
Tel: 51’9 655 2101 (C ¢ 5194961255 (@ Baden, ON Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994 ey
Info@tavistockdental.ca e bricky53@live.ca  N3A3A7 88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2 ¢ ] at 519-580-5418
tavistockdental.ca &5 e?rs';k' ::::';x St:r?:nce SANDRA EBY, sales Representative .
i y P - mseby @rogers.com ¢ www.remaxabrealty.ca A o r e m a I I

Cell: 519-272-7676 W4 ] . .
Independently Res: 519-655-2548 _ ; SharonbleIS@gmall.COm
| Ouned & Operated Office: 519-273-2821

ELECTRICAL W MASSAGE |

Specializing in Agricultural, Solar, Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock
Automation Control and EV Charging v 1| KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT

@ Crescent Ridae 24 Hope St. W., Tavistock
SERVICE 59 * Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder

* Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being

163 Hope St. W. Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802

=
@PPLE) cusrom HomES AND RENOVATIONS "h

PO. Box 495 Local: 519-655-6802 * Massage Therapy ¢ Reflexology
Tavistock, ON NOB 2RO Email:info@crescentridge.ca Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries o rree PBrertdess
To book T Stop in and see us 206 Hope St. East, Tavistock o
0 DOOK your space ca Qi . ; i - Brian Wilhelm, Broker
Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com B 00! o e Sales R,

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418 b realty BROKERAGE
- - - a-b rea Brian: 519-272-3465 » brian @brianwilhelm.
or email sharonbleis@gmail.com RE/MAX:S Wellngton Steet, Stratiord, ON Kyle: 519-574-7244 » kylo @brianwilhelm.com




X Thursday, May 30, 2024 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

NOW/ONUINEVATISTRATES EEUR

. i . a [ —— ; - :
UPDATED STOREWIDE ﬁ DELIVERY
BARGAIN TAX INCLUDED y.\Y/.\|W.\:]H 3

PRICING PRICING ALL ITEMS

Home furniture

Outlet Hours: Main Store Hours:
b Schaeffler Aerospace Thurs. to Fri. 10to 6 Mon. to Thurs. 10 to 6
v : . Follow us on: . i
5 * MAIN STORE: Douro St. | QUTLET: Sat. 10t0 5 Fri. 10to 8

519-273-9330
HWY 7/8 E | 2954 Hwy 788 E

Burritt St.

519-273-7453 Sun. 12to 4 Sat. 10to 5
W | 617 Douro Street n r@ Sun. 1210 4
www.stratfordhomefurniture.ca

www.homefurniture.ca




