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Council aims for increase
of 3%-plus in budget

JEFF HELSDON

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Tillsonburg town council is aiming for a
budget increase of three percent in 2025,
plus an increase in OPP costs for a wage
settlement that is outside the town’s con-
trol.

Council started the budget session
on Nov. 18 with a $3.4 million increase
in expenditures which would require a
13.69 per cent tax rate increase over 2024.
This would equate to a $332 tax hike
for a home with an assessment value of
$242,000. Discretionary items included
in the budget, which could be removed,

totalled $592,000, bringing the tax rate
increase down to 10.92 per cent, of a $272
increase for an average home.

Breaking the increase down further,
there is a 13.68 per cent increase in the
operating budget and three per cent in
the capital. Planned large capital items
include

* Ice resurfacer - $250,000

* Cranberry Line reconstruction - $1.8

million

* Cranberry Line storm sewers - $1.4

million

+ Kinsmen pedestrian bridge - $4.7 mil-

lion

» Lake Lisgar water park liner - $300,000

CONTINUED TO PAGE 2

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

Trial by fire might be a good way to de-
scribe starting the position of food bank
coordinator before Thanksgiving and
Christmas.

Samantha Hamilton started as the coor-
dinator of the Helping Hand Food Bank at
the end of September. With Thanksgiving
only days away, she didn’t have much time
to learn the ropes—not that there’s really a
time when the food bank isn’t busy. With
more time on the job, she is well prepared

New food bank coordinator
organizing Christmas food drive

for Christmas and has some new ideas and
approaches.

Hamilton is from Hamilton originally
and moved here 11 years ago after she vis-
ited Tillsonburg and “fell in love with it.”
She loved it so much that she also moved
her parents to town. As a real estate agent,
she was involved in Hockey Moms and sev-
eral committees in town. Hamilton knew
some of her volunteer opportunities were
time limited and would not continue in the
new year, so she started looking and came
across the advertisement for Tillsonburg
Helping Hand Food Bank coordinator.
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SANTA CLAUS PARADE DRAWS HUGE CROWD
Tillsonburg’s second night-time Santa Claus parade was a huge success, drawing massive

crowds to the streets on Nov. 16. Organized by the Optimist Club, the parade was over one
hour long. See Pages 8 and 9 for more photos. (JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
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()rlgmal Tillsonburg budget came in at 16% hike

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

« Shell - $722,000 - Includes $45,000
clock tower repairs, $150,000 for wa-
terpark roof replacement, $50,000 for
the Lions’ Den canopy, and $477,000
for the indoor pool roof replacement

On the operating side, revenues are pro-
jected to increase by $1.1 million to $12.6
million, but expenditures would increase
by nearly $4 million to $33.2 million. The
largest increase is in labour, nearly $2
million. The second biggest increase is in
contracted services, $726,333.

The report identified several budgetary
pressures, of which the largest was an in-
crease of $804.,481 in policing costs. In-
flationary costs for tenders are up 4.8 per
cent, and inflation on wages is up three
per cent. Employer payroll costs are up
16 per cent, or $415,000, to cover in-
creased pension, EI, CPP, and associated
costs. Debt principal and interest are up
$255,000 or 16 per cent to total $1.8 mil-
lion. Rent revenue decreased by $150,000
from Tillsonburg Hydro Inc. There is a
proposed addition of 13 new full-time
equivalent staff in 2025, projected at
$1.9 million in 2025. This would bring
the staffing total to 168.9. IT costs are up
$150,000.

Discussing the policing increase fur-
ther, it was revealed it was due to the pro-
vincial government's pay freeze, which
the court later found was illegal. The in-
crease is to pay retroactive pay back to
2022. Deputy Mayor Dave Beres said the
issue is one all municipalities are facing
and was discussed at a convention he at-
tended. Mayor Deb Gilvesy also heard
from other mayors they are facing vary-
ing significant increases.

Council spent a fair amount of time
discussing the largest capital item in the
budget—the Kinsmen bridge in Partici-
park. When the bridge was last inspect-
ed in 2019, it was estimated to have one
to five years of life left. The estimated
$4.69-million cost is for a pre-manufac-
tured bridge that would be dropped on
the site. Estimates are the bridge has 250

to 500 users per day.

Director of Finance/Treasurer Renato
Pullia explained that the bridge could be
paid as a large capital item through debt
financing or a combination of both. The
other option was to remove the bridge,
which would cost $1 to $1.5 million.

Coun. Chris Parker said the bridge
is well used and decommissioning it
shouldn’t be on the table.

“It’s a key connecting link to the down-
town,” he added.

Gilvesy suggested new funding streams
from other levels of government, men-
tioning that grants often come up before
an election.

Pullia answered that grants have been
applied twice for the project, and the
problem is that it doesn’t fit any funding
model. Beres said bridges fall under the
Ministry of Infrastructure and pedestrian
bridges aren’t high on their priority list.

“I think it would need a political push
to your point there’s an election around
the corner,” Pullia said.

Gilvesy noted that whenever a munic-
ipality tenders for a project, the price is
inflated compared to the private sector.
She suggested that the tendering process
may be part of the issue.

“The Kinsmen from day one have been
active on this project and feel they can
do it more efficiently,” she said, adding
that money raised through lotteries has
restrictions that wouldn’t allow it to be
used for the bridge.

Coun. Chris Parker said he understands
that Tillsonburg Minor Ball wants to help
with the future cost of diamond renova-
tions.

When Gilvesy asked how the Kinsmen
could take control of the project, Pullia
said the bridge would need to become the
club’s. He explained the town has guiding
principles for tenders and doesn’t have
the same latitude as a private entity.

Beres suggested a ‘buy-a-brick’ cam-
paign but said it would likely raise less
than $200,000 and added that service

clubs can’t raise $4.6 million.

Gilvesy put forward a motion directing
staff to prepare a report looking at fund-
ing partnerships with service clubs.

CAO Kyle Pratt informed the council
that senior leadership had discussed this
at a recent meeting and is working on a
list of potential projects.

Council also dealt with several requests
to increase staffing: a request to increase
part-time staffing for the fire department
for fire prevention, education, and main-
tenance, a part-time finance position,
that a temporary full-time position in
economic development be extended for
three years, the addition of 3.7 full-time
equivalents to public works and adding
2.8 full-time equivalents to aquatics to
replace positions prior to the pool closing
for construction. The council approved
the positions to move to the budget but
has not yet approved these.

Regarding operations positions, Gil-
vesy remarked that the town is assuming
a lot of grass cutting with new subdivi-
sions. She mentioned the possibility of
requiring residents to cut the small sec-
tion of grass between the sidewalk and
the road. Director of operations Jonathan
Graham said this would require looking
at service levels. He said winter clearing
of sidewalks is another area, noting it im-
pacts fleet, staff, and equipment.

Parker questioned $155,000 for a feasi-
bility study for a new arena and multi-use
facility. Saying town staff control arena
bookings, he added, “Based on what I’ve
seen, we should be able to see if we need
an additional facility or not.” That was
eliminated from the budget, along with
$50,000 for a culture and heritage master
plan.

Council also passed a motion direct-
ing staff to submit a report on reducing,
suspending, or altering the asset manage-
ment plan funding for 2025.

On the long term horizon, the big proj-
ects on the books are the town hall in
2026 ($17 million), fire hall renovation

and expansion in 2027 ($3 million), new
public works yard in 2030 ($14 million),
gymnasium and multi-use space in 2030
($7.5 million) and a third ice pad in 2034
($28.9 million). Do note these projects
still need to be finalized and council is
still reviewing the amount it will spend
on a town hall. The intent is for these
projects to be paid by a combination of
the proceeds of the sale of land, reserves,
and debt.

Presenting a motion requesting staff to
reduce the budget to align with the Con-
sumer Price Index increase of 3.08 per
cent, plus the increase in OPP costs that
are out of the town’s control, Parsons said,
“This is a difficult budget for the people
of Tillsonburg, and we need to do some-
thing.” Coun. Pete Luciani seconded the
motion, which also directed staff to look
at services, conferences, discretionary
items, staffing, salaries, capital levy, and
any other potential area to be examined
to provide efficiencies and cost savings to
the ratepayer.

Parker, who repeated a message from
Gilvesy earlier in the meeting about bud-
get items approved during the year, said
that with the previously approved expen-
ditures, staff would have to go back on
those decisions or cut services.

“I'm fully supportive of sending it back
to get rid of the stuff that is discretion-
ary but I also think we are also going to
have to do some work around this council
chamber to bring this budget down,” he
said.

Prior to closing the meeting, Gilvesy
brought forward a motion, seconded by
Parker, to review “urban design, dispos-
ing of lands adjacent to roadways, ser-
vices, service levels and roadside forestry
be reviewed with the goal of streamlin-
ing services, finding efficiencies and re-
ducing pressure on labour and costs to
our ratepayers.” Admitting this was a big
task, she didn’t expect this to be complet-
ed for the budget but throughout the year.

The next budget meeting is Dec. 16.
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EDITORIAL

Tillsonburg’s small-town vibe attracts energy healer

EVERYONE
HAS A

STORY
TOTELL

ROBIN KRAFFT

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

Arriving from larger urban centres, some of the newer
residents of Tillsonburg have unique skills and interests
to share. Raised in Cambridge and later living in Brant-
ford, Melissa Dos Santos settled here in 2022 with her
partner Jeff Sousa. The rapid growth of Ontario's cities
wasn't the environment they wanted for raising a fami-
ly. Tillsonburg's history, quiet lifestyle and vivid night
skies pulled Melissa in.

"There's a lot to do here," she said, "but it's small and
there's a reassuring and comforting vibe." She trusted
her intuition.

A trip to Banff in 2017 had inspired her to start Nova
Stone, with a collection of rocks and crystals, but it
led to intensive personal growth. Melissa is an intui-
tive chakra energy healer. She hosts events that include
learning about chakras, reading tea leaves, working with
crystals, lunar cycles, and setting intention. She aims to
inspire transformation, healing and growth, regardless
of religious affiliation or background.

"What I do is meant to augment your explorations and
to help people open up that spiritual side of themselves,"
she explained.

Her interest in compassionate support and guidance
doesn't stop there; Melissa worked in the invitro fertil-
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ization (IVF) field for 12 years.

"Adoption is a really difficult and complicated pro-
cess," she said, "and I worked closely with so many fam-
ilies who were yearning. Some had spent thousands of
dollars to pay for expensive treatments and were still
unsuccessful."

Currently expecting her second child, Melissa ac-
knowledges with gratitude that "for some of us it just
happens so easily." For others, it is a painful and difficult
journey. Her desire to help has never wavered, and Me-
lissa recently started a Facebook group in order to be a
resource for people navigating infertility and the IVF
world. She has maintained her connections with vari-
ous agencies and discretely offers information about the
process, but she’s also completing her certification as a
womb healing practitioner.

For now, her primary focus is on spending time with
her young son before the family dynamic changes. He
enjoys daily educational activities and children's yoga,
but he's been quite an explorer too. In addition to famil-
iar favorites like visiting the water park, the beach or a
museum, the family has embarked on eco globe adven-
tures in Northern Ontario, off grid. Other trips are on a
larger scale, with extended family members all travel-
ling together to spend time in Portugal.

"It's a different lifestyle," Melissa said, "with wood
burning ovens, baking bread, and backyards that are
like farmland, including vineyards and fruit trees."

There's no need to go to a grocery store when you can
simply go into the backyard to collect collards, lemons
and a chicken in order to prepare a family meal. There

is always a café within walking distance to meet up with
friends on a daily basis.

"It's a very European lifestyle," Melissa said,
social."

These trips represent an opportunity for the family to
reconnect to their roots. Her grandfather came to Cana-
da when her father was only 13. He met Melissa’s mother
at the Portuguese Club and won her over with his dance
moves. Her family was part of a close-knit community,
spending every weekend at the Portuguese Club for fes-
tivals, pageants, parades and important religious events.
It was also where Melissa met Jeff, although they went
in different directions for several years before reuniting.

Melissa’s generation had become more mainstream,
but her parents ensured that their children would be
steeped in their culture. Melissa and her sister went to a
regular school but also attended Portuguese school twice
a week, and she took extra high school credits, learning
to read and write in Portuguese, as well as studying Por-
tugal's history.

For the young couple, (Jeff's family comes from the
neighbouring Azores), it was a meaningful pilgrimage.
Against the backdrop of the Atlantic Ocean and the nat-
ural beauty of rolling green landscapes, they explored
markets, castles, and cobblestone pathways, enjoyed
wholesome meals and making memories with family.
Canada is home, but the rich legacy of their cultural her-
itage is an integral part of their identity. While Melissa
continues to evolve on her spiritual path and share her
journey with others, that solid foundation remains her
touchstone.

"it’s very
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Now is the time to act on climate change

LAUREL A. BEECHEY

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

A recent email started like this: Once
upon a time, life almost ended on Earth.
According to Britannica, “Unfortunately,
it was not a fairy tale, it was fact about
251.9 million years ago and included the
dinosaurs. It is known as the Permian—Tri-
assic extinction. With 57 per cent of bio-
logical families, 83 per cent of species, 81
per cent of marine species and 70 per cent
of terrestrial vertebrate species, including
mammals, birds, reptiles, and amphibians
and the largest known mass extinction of
insects. It is also called The Great Dying.”
https://www.britannica.com/science/
Permian-extinction

David Suzuki recently wrote: “Scien-
tists predict that this year we’ll exceed
the 1.5° C limit for warming set by coun-
tries in the 2015 Paris climate agreement.
Meanwhile, Canada and the U.S. are set-

ting records for oil and gas production,
and industry would like to keep it that
way. It is increasing levels of atmospheric
carbon dioxide from burning gas, oil and
coal. The 'Great Dying' was the largest
mass-extinction in history -- caused by
temperatures rising so fast, it killed 90 per
cent of all life. https://community.david-
suzuki.org/index.php/email/emailWeb-
view?ftf=true

Today, even though the planet is heating
even faster, and species are going extinct
at a much higher rate, Canadians have be-
come apathetic to the challenge of saving
and repairing what we at least still have
now for their children and grandchildren.
This is something you can do! You may
not like some of the changes, but you need
to change. You need to teach your family
and friends to stop or at least slow down
the next Great Dying!

Scientists have warned that total eco-
system collapse is "inevitable." We are
no longer fighting climate change, we are
now in climate crisis!

In the Yale Environment 360 magazine
article from May 18, 2023 by Fed Pearce,
he reaffirms that global climate change is
due to humans. We know now that “up-
per layers of atmosphere have also been
affected, have become colder over the arc-
tic, cause; the loss of ozone which protects
us.” So?

Human existence depends on a delicate

Two sure signs of fall are fog and Canada geese congregating on Lake Lisgar.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

We want to hear from
our community!

info@tillsonburgpost.com

balance of ecosystems -- and they are now
unbalanced a Yale article says: “The plan-
et is warming 10 times faster than any
point in the last 65 million years -- yet car-
bon emissions are still rising as govern-
ments permit deadly new fossil fuel proj-
ects. Our very survival is on the line, and
the latest UN reports from climate scien-
tists are clear: we are rapidly approaching
the threshold of extreme climate disrup-
tion.”  https://e360.yale.edu/features/cli-
mate-change-upper-atmosphere-cooling

On earth or in space, humans like to just
throw garbage away. Now there is anoth-
er problem with the cooling upper atmo-
sphere, it will hit the point that the Space
Garbage will come down. That is “More
than 5000 active and defunct satellites,
including the International Space Station,
accompanied by more than 30,000 known
items of debris more than four inches in
diameter” https://e360.yale.edu/features/
climate-change-upper-atmosphere-cool-
ing

When your children/grandchildren and
future generations are born, where can
they grow up secure in having food, wa-
ter and shelter? Who will teach them to
grow, preserve and store food, when im-
ported food from affected countries stops
coming?

Think of this as a war, but the weapon
of mass destruction is fossil fuels which
are causing poisonous gasses that have

- Gyl
HOLIDAY

HOUSE TOUR

Port Rowan

Port Rowan
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changed our atmosphere and causing the
radical changes on earth. The changes are
creating more weapons: tornados, hurri-
canes, volcanos, wildfires, droughts, and
flooding from permafrost and ice sheets
melting, all causing loss of jobs, homeless-
ness, starvation, and human migration.

As it keeps getting hotter; people in
equatorial areas like Panama, and even
with subtropical and tropical climates
like Florida, have to move towards the
cooler poles. “Climate Migration 101: An
Explainer feature, by Lawrence Huang
explains how the climate is now increas-
ing human migration. https:/www.mi-
grationpolicy.org/article/climate-migra-
tion-101-explainer#policies

How do we get governments, especially
our Canadian and the US, to look at the
facts, to stop killing our world? Get the
facts not someone’s opinions [even mine!].
Large petition groups like AVAAZ, which
has 70,000,000 members have lawsuits
to force governments into radical climate
action. They are 100 percent funded by
people, not corporations or governments.
https://secure.avaaz.org/victories

The person I trust to learn about our cli-
mate crisis is David Suzuki, he even has a
petition you can sign if you wish. https:/
davidsuzuki.org/action/say-yes-to-afford-
able-secure-renewable-power/

Now is the time to learn read the links |
have used to understand more.
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OPP looking for witnesses
in Cty. Rd. 13 collision

The Oxford detachment of the Ontario Pro-
vincial Police (OPP) is looking for witnesses
of a single-vehicle collision that occurred in
Norwich Township.

On Nov. 9, at approximately 3:30 p.m., mem-
bers from the Oxford detachment of the OPP
responded to a single vehicle collision on Ox-
ford Road 13 between Springford and Newark.

The passenger vehicle entered the ditch and

collided with a hydro pole. No injuries were
reported at the time of the incident by the lone
occupant.

If you have any information that may help
with the investigation including dash cam foot-
age, please contact the Oxford OPP at 1-888-
310-1122. If you wish to remain anonymous
you can call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
TIPS.
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Assault in Oxford County
results in injuries and charges

The Oxford detachment of the Ontario
Provincial Police (OPP) responded to an
assault in the Town of Tillsonburg that
sent two individuals to hospital and led to
multiple charges.

On Nov. 17, at approximately 1 a.m.,
members from the Oxford detachment
of the OPP were called to an address on
Dogwood Drive in the Town of Tillson-
burg for the report of an assault. Two in-
dividuals were taken to the hospital with
serious but non-life-threatening injuries.

As a result of the investigation, a
21-years-of-age resident of Tillsonburg
was charged with the following offences:

* Assault with a Weapon (two counts)

» Aggravated Assault

* Pointing a Firearm

* Use Imitation Firearm While Com-

mitting an Offence

* Possession of Weapon for Dangerous

Purpose

* Fail to Comply with Probation Order

* Fail to Comply with Release Order

* Possession of Firearm Ammunition

Contrary to Prohibition Order

The accused has been held in custody
awaiting a bail hearing.

If you have information related to this
incident, please contact Oxford OPP
at 1-888-310-1122 or *677 from a cell
phone. If you wish to remain anonymous
you can call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-TIPS.

Ontario building more
electric vehicle chargers
in Oxford County

Ontario is building 68 new electric ve-
hicle (EV) charging stations in Oxford.
This marks a major milestone in the prov-
ince’s plan to increase access to EV char-
gers outside of large urban centres and
support the electrification of transporta-
tion across the province. As the province
continues to see substantial job creation
and investment in the growing EV and
EV battery manufacturing sector, these
new charging stations will provide criti-
cal supporting infrastructure in commu-
nities across the province, including for
EVs made right here in Ontario.

“For EV drivers finding a charging
station that’s close by and available can
mean the difference between a quick stop
and a time-consuming detour that takes
time away from work, school or family,”
said Ernie Hardeman, MPP for Oxford.
“I'm proud to be delivering 68 new EV
charging stations in communities across
Oxford to make life easier and more con-
venient for drivers.”

These new chargers, part of the govern-
ment’s $63 million EV ChargeON Pro-
gram Community Sites Stream, will be
located at:

* 4 new chargers at 680 Broadway in

Tillsonburg

* 3 new chargers at Princeton hall
* 10 new chargers at Holiday Inn Ex-
press in Woodstock
* 3 new chargers at Bright Park
* 24 new chargers at Home2Suites by
Hilton in Woodstock
* 3 new chargers at Drumbo Park
* 3 new chargers at Quality Hotel and
Suites, Woodstock
* 3 new chargers at Plattsville Memorial
Park
* 4 new chargers at Woodstock Medical
Centre
* 8 new chargers at Woodstock Hospital
* 3 new chargers at Zorra Municipal and
Child Care Centre
Each new EV charging site will in-
clude Level 2 charging stations, Level 3
charging stations, or a combination of the
two. The government has also launched
a new Ultra-Low Overnight Electricity
Price Plan and is exploring options for
an Electric Vehicle Charger Discount
Electricity Rate to further support EV
adoption and reduce emissions. The new
Ultra-Low Overnight Electricity Price
Plan is helping customers who use more
electricity at night, including those who
charge their electric vehicle, save up to
$90 per year.

We want to hear from

our community!
info@tillsonburgpost.com

Tillsonburg unveils new
downtown gift card,
holiday catalogue
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Naomi Dube, BIA digital marketing and activations coordinator, holds a mock-up of the new
Downtown Tillsonburg Gift Card. The card replaces the prior downtown dollars paper cheque

system run by the BIA.

Tillsonburg is making local shopping more
convenient and exciting with the launch of
the new Downtown Tillsonburg Gift Card,
which can be used at participating restau-
rants, stores, and venues throughout the
downtown area.

As part of an ongoing effort to encourage
a shop local trend, the gift card replaces the
previous Downtown Dollars paper cheque
system, providing a modern and easy-to-use
solution for both locals and visitors alike.

To help shoppers discover the many of-
ferings in downtown Tillsonburg, the new
Downtown Tillsonburg Gift Card is featured
in the Tillsonburg Business Improvement
Area's (BIA) newly released Hometown Hol-
iday Catalogue. This catalogue, available for
download digitally, highlights the variety of
local businesses that accept the Gift Card
and showcases the great gift-giving possi-
bilities available in the downtown core. The
Hometown Holiday Catalogue can be down-
loaded from the official website at www.
downtowntillsonburg.com.

“Downtown Dollars was successful at
helping keep dollars local but the paper
cheques were time consuming,” Mark Re-
naud, Executive Director at Tillsonburg
BIA, said. “Tillsonburg is a growing town
with a proud history and our new gift card
matches our aspirations for the future. With
one Downtown Tillsonburg Gift Card, peo-
ple can enjoy our family-owned businesses,
unique shops and diverse range of downtown
restaurants, as well as big box stores within
the downtown core. There really is some-
thing for everyone.”

The Downtown Tillsonburg Gift Card is
also being supported by Tillsonburg Town
Centre, with the Gift Card replacing their

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

existing program.

“Historically, Tillsonburg Town Cen-
tre offered a gift certificate program,” said
Roselyn D'Ascanio, Director, Brand Strate-
gy & Marketing at Salthill Capital, owners
and managers of Tillsonburg Town Centre.
“However, with all the positive changes hap-
pening at the shopping centre and through-
out Tillsonburg, we felt that it was time to
modernize and improve this offering, while
simultaneously partnering with the commu-
nity to ensure our customers are getting the
best value and experience.”

Each business that accepts the gift card
will have a sticker on their door saying the
gift card is accepted there.

Along with the gift card, the BIA is launch-
ing its Hometown Holiday Catalogue. The
catalogue is reminiscent of the old Sear’s
Christmas catalogue, and will have promo-
tions, discounts and stories about businesses.
The catalogue is available to the public on-
line at www.downtowntillsonburg.com. One
copy will be available for browsing at down-
town businesses, and will have QR codes for
each business.

“As the team behind the Downtown Till-
sonburg Gift Card and the Hometown Holi-
day Catalogue, we’re proud to offer a tool that
helps bring our community closer together,”
said Vanessa Fortner, BIA events and mar-
keting coordinator. “The gift card makes it
easy for locals and visitors alike to support
the wonderful businesses in our downtown
core, and we hope everyone in Tillsonburg
enjoys a happy and prosperous holiday sea-
son. Whether you’re shopping for gifts, din-
ing out, or exploring our unique stores, we're
excited to see the positive impact this initia-
tive will have on our local economy.”
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The design of many of the floats in the parade was quite impressive, including this train
pulling the TD float.

Elves with Flooring Canada displayed the latest in light-up jewelry.
STTUFPERS @
DOLLAH THEE .

The real meaning of Christmas was not lost in the parade with several floats featuring na- Beyond the traditional bagpipe and brass bands, this trio provided a little rock, although
tivity scenes. they didn’t rock around a Christmas tree.
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Even the dogs had a good time during the parade. This dog was part of the Pet Valu float,
promoting Helping Paws Pet Rescue.

This volunteer with the Tillsonburg Multi-Service Centre was having fun handing out candy
during the parade.

Firefighter Bruce Hietkamp was one of the members of the fire department collecting food
during the parade.

Jhil

m'

| "“ﬂﬂhurxa o |
-- onnmsr‘ea

NTERNATION AL

Town crier Brenda Boszo was in front of members of parade organizers with the Tillsonburg Doug the Great, an area stilt walker who has thrilled parade crowds for years, donned his lit
Optimist Club. costume for the Tillsonburg parade.
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Sensory shopping
provides quiet time
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Sobey’s franchise operator Wendy Cameron hangs the sign letting customers know about
the sensory shopping program where the store lights are dimmed and noise is minimized.
The program has gone over well, and is appreciated during the holidays.

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

Shoppers looking for an escape from
the hustle and bustle of Christmas can
find it with sensory shopping at Sobey’s.

Wednesday evenings from 6 to 8 p.m.,
the music is turned off in the store, the
lights are dimmed and there is no cart
collection or announcements.

“It’s just quiet for two hours,” said
franchise operator Wendy Cameron.

This isn’t a new program, but is one

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

that Cameron likes to highlight during
Christmas.

“Anyone who doesn’t like over-stimu-
lation in their surroundings, anyone with
autism and those with children with dis-
abilities, they feel comfortable bringing
their children in then,” she said.

Since implementing sensory shopping
on Wednesday nights, Cameron has had
positive feedback from customers.

“To come in when it’s quiet and not be
overstimulated, I think it’s a nice thing,”
she said.

HOLIDAY HOME TOUR

The return of the Holiday Tour of Homes was a success, with more than 200 people
visiting the homes on the tour. Organized by the Station Arts Centre, this long-standing
event was cancelled during COVID and returned this year. Karen Horeth, left, and Kim-

berley Scott were awed by the display in one of the homes on the tour.
(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

Salvation Army launches
Christmas Appeal

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

If there’s one program that highlights
the spirit of giving at Christmas, it’s The
Salvation Army’s Kettle Campaign.

The Salvation Army has been running
its Kettle Campaign for more than a cen-
tury, and the 2024 edition of the campaign
started on Nov. 14. The group and its vol-
unteers will be at locations throughout
town until Dec. 24.

The goal for this year’s campaign is
$185,000. Last year’s goal was $175,000,
and Tillsonburg and area residents ] do-
nated $172,000. Lt. Drew Young, pastor at
the Tillsonburg Salvation Army, is look-
ing forward to a successful campaign.

“This year is going to help us maintain
and grow our hub,” he said.

This year’s campaign started with Till-
sonburg Mayor Deb Gilvesy making the
first donation.

“I'm always honoured to kick off the
Kettle Campaign,” she said on Nov. 14.
“I’'d like to congratulate the Salvation
Army for being entrenched in the com-
munity for 140 yeas. Ninety-six cents of
every dollar raised stays in the commu-
nity. What makes the Salvation Army so
special is their volunteers.”

In conjunction with the Kettle Cam-
paign, the Salvation Army is also running
a toy drive drop-off until Dec. 18. New,
unwrapped toys can be dropped off in the
bin in the Tillsonburg Town Centre out-
side Wal-Mart. These will be distributed
to local children.

Kettles will be located outside Wal-
Mart and the LCBO in the Tillsonburg
Town Centre, in Sobey’s, Canadian Tire,

Metro, Zehrs and at the Salvation Army
Thrift Store on Broadway. There is also a
location run in Port Rowan by the Tillson-
burg Salvation Army. Besides the tradi-
tional kettle for cash donations, there are
tip tap devices that will take electronic
payments via credit card, debit or smart
phones. Receipts can be issued for elec-
tronic donations that meet a minimum
threshold.

The donations fund The Salvation Ar-
my’s Christmas hamper campaign, which
helped 283 households and 300 children
last year.

“It’s enough to celebrate Christmas Day
and a few days after,” Young said. “For
those who are in need of toys for children,
we provide toys as well.”

The Christmas program is by applica-
tion only. For more information on the
application process, call 519-842-3231,
extension 104.

The Kettle Campaign also helps fund
The Salvation Army Hub Program. This
includes a variety of Salvation Army pro-
grams, such as food programs through
the year, providing assistance with LEAP,
ODSP, hydro, and government forms and
the children’s back-to-school backpack
program.

“The money raised this year goes into
next year,” Young said.

The Salvation Army is also looking for
volunteers to work at the Kettle Cam-
paign. Anyone wishing to volunteers, can
phone 519-842-3231.

Outside of the Kettle Campaign, the
Tillsonburg Ministerial Association and
many local businesses and agencies are
partners in collecting food for the hamper
program.

The 2024 Salvation Army Kettle Campaign started with Mayor Deb Gilvesy, centre, making the
first donation. Salvation Army pastor Lt. Drew Young, left, and long-time volunteer Doreen Gunkel

were operating the location in the Tillsonburg Town Centre.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
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Town requested to remove
library lane walkway

The covered walkway at One Library Lane may not continue to be covered if business own-
ers in the area are granted their wish. Tillsonburg council requested a report looking at
possible improvements, safety issues and associated costs.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

The unevenness between the bricks and sidewalk in front of One Library Lane is a hazard

and creates an accessibility challenge, business owners allege.

JEFF HELSDON

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The covered walkway between Scotia-
bank and the library may have its days
numbered.

Tyler Coghill, appeared as a delega-
tion before council representing business
owners in the area of One Library Lane,
and pointed out some of the issues with
the covered sidewalk and the roof above
it.

“There’s some safety issues related to
uneven ground, some accessibility issues
created by that as well as general public
safety issues and the overall condition
of the covered walkway,” he said, while
showing slides that highlighted the un-
even surfaces between the bricks and
concrete.

Coghill said the OPP raised a safe-
ty concern due to the poor line of sight
through the area. There were issues with
the area when businesses were shut down
during COVID, but Coghill said that has
been resolved.

“The outstanding issue not addressed
is the sightlines created by the pillars,”
he said, adding a person can hide behind
the pillars.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

There is also deterioration of the side-
walk, bricks and pillars supporting the
roof.

“It is impacting the businesses at 1 Li-
brary Lane and we don’t want to deter
potential customers,” he said.

Coun. Kelly Spencer mentioned the
possibility of using mirrors to see if there
are people behind the pillars, which she
was told hadn’t been looked at.

When Deputy Mayor Dave Beres asked
Coghill what he would like the town to
do, the business owner answered, “It’s
town property. The ideal situation for us
is removal of the covering. That’s how
we create a safer space. Because it’s cov-
ered, people like to grab a coffee, stand
in front of the library and block that
space and it’s actually a walkway and it
does get crowed. Removal would be ideal
and it is the lowest capital cost.”

Beres suggested an engineering report
to provide options. Mayor Deb Gilvesy
agreed, saying she has had a vision for
the area to remove the covering and make
it brighter.

Council passed a motion asking that a
report be brought to council through the
budget in regards to walkway improve-
ments, safety issues and associated costs.

Tillsonburg council calls for
increased representation
at Oxford County council

JEFF HELSDON

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Tillsonburg is looking to increase its
voice at Oxford County council.

Council members were presented
with a report based on a request from
the Economic Development Advisory
Committee at the Nov. 14 meeting. The
resolution from the committee request-
ed that town council send a letter to the
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Hous-
ing and the Premier of Ontario, request-
ing that Tillsonburg have equitable rep-
resentation on county council based on
the number of people in the town.

Tillsonburg, Ingersoll, and the rural
communities currently have one repre-
sentative on Oxford County Council,
while Woodstock has three. Tillson-
burg’s population has increased substan-
tially since that formulation was put in
place.

Coun. Kelly Spencer said she talked to
MPP Ernie Hardeman at an event, and
he advised her that the letter should go
to Oxford County Council. Mayor Deb
Gilvesy, the town’s representative on
county council, said this issue was be-
ing examined in 2020 and then was side-
tracked when COVID hit. She suggested
the Tillsonburg representative having
two votes is another possibility.

Deputy Mayor Dave Beres said if the
MPP suggested sending it to the county,
then that might be the preferred route.
He remembered that in 2020, former
Oxford County Warden Larry Martin
said this wasn’t something the county
was interested in.

“The missing piece is to take this to
Oxford County for review and see what
they feel, rather than to go beyond them
to the ministry which this resolution im-
plies,” he said. “What I would like to see
as a resolution is it forwarded to Oxford
County and Oxford County can carry it
forward.”

Coun. Chris Parker said this has been
a lingering issue for Tillsonburg and it’s
a stalemate at the county. He said the
province will need to step in at some
point.

“We have five rural votes and we have
five urban votes; you’re not going to get
a two-third majority either way and at
some point it will have to go to the prov-
ince anyways,” he said. “We have grown
so much either a second representative
or a second vote is needed. We don’t
have proper representation.”

Coun. Bob Parsons agreed with Parker,
adding, “The Oxford County Act estab-
lished an equal urban versus rural mix.
Looking at the numbers, 80,000 people
live in the three urban centers compared
to 42,000 in rural areas. Those numbers
are going to continue to grow by every
projection in terms of the growing urban
centres in Oxford County.”

Coun. Pete Luciani also agreed, say-
ing it needs to go to the county first.

Council discussed the logistics of
how to move forward with this, but in
the end, it decided to receive the com-
mittee's letter for recommendation and
then start by sending a letter to Oxford
County Council requesting equitable
representation for the number of people
in Tillsonburg.

Installation art on display
at Station Arts Centre

JEFF HELSDON

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Cascades of Pink and Papaya was a
massive undertaking for Barb Scott,
one almost as big as the end display.

The crochet installation brings shades
of pink and papaya to a room, and is
part of the latest exhibit at the Station
Arts Centre until the end of the month.
It took Scott 2.5 years to complete the
project. The installation is floor to ceil-
ing crocheted strips that add dimension
to a room. The current display comple-
ments paintings by Tabatha Verbuyst.

“To me, when you look at it from a
distance, it looks like a shadow playing
with pink colour,” Scott said of her dis-
play.

Originally a London resident, she
taught at Annandale when it was a mid-
dle school. During that time, she was

introduced to the Station Arts Centre.

Taking a step back, Scott attended
the Nova Scotia College of Arts in Dal-
housie. She taught art there, at Carleton
University, Algonquin College and St.
Clair College before moving back to
London. Her major as a student was in
weaving, as she liked the idea of a third
dimension.

“I wanted to go into filling of space,
and large space,” she said.

After a time staying at home with her
children when she taught at the London
Art Gallery, she started to teach devel-
opmental education in Tillsonburg.

“I didn’t do a lot of art for a long time,
then when I returned, I started in art big
time,” she said.

After moving to Tillsonburg more than
12 years ago, she joined the Station Arts
Centre. Her first show was eight years
ago, and was also a crochet installation.

CONTINUED TO PAGE 17
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New food bank coordinator organizing Christmas food drive

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“I think I could do that and do that well,” she re-
counted of her emotions after reading the advertise-
ment. “While it’s not volunteer, it’s a way to poslitively
ipact the community.”

She has a business degree and went into the job hop-
ing to feed as many people as she could.

“I just want to give back,” she said. “The volunteers
are amazing and hold this place together beautifully.”

One of her focuses is on increasing the amount of
fresh food such as meat, fresh fruit and vegetables. A
couple of local farms provide apples, carrots and pota-
toes, plus there is support from the grocery stores.

“All of the grocery stores in town are amazing in
helping wherever they can,” Hamilton said.

In addition, the food bank receives fresh food from
Feed Ontario, a central agency that supplies food banks
across the province.

Hamilton is also organizing the Christmas food
drive. The regular drop-offs of Tuesday or Wednesday
mornings have been added to with evening drop-offs
on Dec. 4 and 11 from 6 to 8. On Dec. 11, the U-15
Tornado LL 2 Intact hockey team will be accepting
donations at the door. The food bank quit doing food
drives since COVID, but the Salvation Army did re-
vive these. The two groups have a good working re-
lationship, with the Salvation Army providing food to
the food bank.

She also has positive relationships with communi-
ty partners who collect food. Sobeys and Zehrs have
bins for the Helping Hand Food Bank, and Metro has a
program where people can purchase food for the food
bank. Many businesses have been collecting food and
donating food as well.

“There are so many,” Hamilton said of the business
support. “I get three or four calls per day for business-
es doing food drivves. It’s a good community.”

The food bank supplies weekly service to those who
have signed up, and people can come up to twice per
month. The amount of food is based on the number of
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Samantha Hamilton started as the new Helping Hand Food Bank coordinator at the end of September. She has started several

new initiatives since taking over.

people in the family. There are 728 individuals, or 359
households, registered with the Helping Hand Food
Bank. This year, there are 287 new clients, and Hamil-
ton said there are people who no longer need support.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

She did point out a statistic she heard recently: one in
five Canadians using a food bank has a job.

“It’s just overall the prices are insane, especially gro-
cery prices,” she said.

Oxford OPP launches festive

RIDE campaign

Members from the Oxford detachment of the Ontario
Provincial Police (OPP) kicked off the first day of the Fes-
tive Reduce Impaired Driving Everywhere (RIDE) cam-
paign in the Town of Tillsonburg on Nov. 21.

Festive RIDE is an annual police enforcement and edu-
cation initiative aimed at taking impaired drivers off On-
tario roads during the holiday season. This year's Ontario
Association of Chiefs of Police Festive RIDE Campaign
runs from Nov. 21, 2024, to Jan. 1, 2025.

Members of the public can expect to see RIDE spot
checks throughout the county. These checks can be con-
ducted anywhere and anytime.

Oxford OPP remains committed to ensuring Ontario
roads are safe from drug-impaired and alcohol-impaired
drivers. Please do your part by never driving after con-
suming alcohol or drugs.

Alcohol and drugs can stay in your system for a long
period of time. Ensure that you are completely sober
before getting behind the wheel. Drivers are reminded
that no amount of alcohol or drugs in your system is safe
when driving.

If you suspect an impaired driver, make that lifesaving
call and dial 9-1-1.

"Impaired driving remains one of the leading causes
of motor vehicle collisions in Ontario. During the Fes-
tive RIDE campaign, members of the Oxford OPP will

Oxford OPP started its festive RIDE program on Nov. 21 in
Tillsonburg, with Const. Jordon Harrison, left, and Randi
Crawford on the streets for a RIDE check. Police remind driv-
ers that RIDE checks can appear anywhere at any time of
day, and not to drive under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

be conducting RIDE checks across the county in an effort
to keep our roads safe from impaired drivers." Inspector
Anthony Hymers, Detachment Commander, Oxford OPP.

Missed an issue? View all past issues online anytime:

www.tillsonburgpost.com
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Josh Manary, left, and Tyler Hurren are the team behind Envirohaul, a Tillsonburg company that provides bin rental services.
The company will deliver and haul away bins, with an option of providing labour for the job if needed. (JEFFHELSDON PHOTO)

Envirohaul was started
to provide a local solution
to people needing waste
bins.

Co-owned by Josh
Manary, the bin rental
company was started in
March 2023. The company
was based in Coburg and
came with 11 bins and a
truck.

“I'm in the construction
business and we use dump-
sters,” Manary said. “The
majority of bins are com-

ing from out of town and,
just being in the industry, |
figured it would be useful.”

The bins range from four
yards to 30 yards. Enviro-
haul will then pick up the
bins and take the contents
to a landfill or recycling
site.

Much of the business is
with restoration companies
that come in after a disas-
ter, but there are a wide
variety of purposes for a
bin rental. These include
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183 Tillson Ave
Tillsonburg
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roofing, yard clean-up, ren-
ovation purging and estate
clean-outs. Envirohaul can
also provide the labour if
needed.

Business has been good
for Envirohaul, and the
company has expanded,
adding more bins for a total
of 23, and a second truck.
Tyler Hurren is a licensed
DZ driver, moves the bins
and helps with clean-up if
needed for the job.

Manary said the market

is competitive, but he of-
fers a couple of differenc-
es. Delivery of the bins is
based on travel costs, and
for jobs in Tillsonburg,
delivery is shorter. He can
also usually offer a quick-
er turnaround, with same-
day service in most cases.
The company is locat-
ed at 164103 Brownsville
Road, and can be con-
tacted at 519-544-4285
or through the web site at
www.envirohaul.ca
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Free pizza a boost to Movember campaign

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

Dr. Mark Dickson is hoping the community will again
get on board with his campaign to reach $25,000 raised
as part of the Movember campaign.

The local chiropractor has been raising money for pros-
tate cancer, testicular cancer and men’s mental health
since 2015. To date, he has collected $23,876 towards the
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your referral.
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15 Harvest Ave, Tillsonburg, ON
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“One of the main reasons I support Movember is a
lot of men are self-conscious about talking about health
issues,” he said. “They think they are tough and push
health aside.”

Dickson has had family members and friends who have
had prostate cancer.

“It’s given me a lot more motivation to do this each
year,” he said.

It especially hit home this year as he lost a close friend
and mentor who lost his life when prostate cancer spread.

Dickson has fun with the campaign, posting photos of
his latest mustache while dressed in costume to social
media.

“It’s quite amazing that through growing mustaches
and having fun these kinds of funds can be raised,” he
said.

New for this year, supporters of the campaign will re-
ceive a certificate for a free large Dominos pizza. Dick-
son explained his neighbour owns Dominos and made
the generous offer. Put another way, those who donate
can receive a tax receipt and a gift certificate for a pizza.

Donations can be made through https:/ca.movember.
com/mospace/12563117 or by dropping them off at Dick-
son at Library Lane Chiropractic at One Library Lane.
Those making online donations can stop at Dickson’s of-
fice to pick up pizza gift certificates.

Dickson is aware he has a way to go to meet his goal
but said a lot of donations come in at the last minute. He

STARTS NOVEMBEH 157!
400 Simcoe St., Tlllsonburg

*Valid Nov. 1 - Dec. 29, 2024. Taxes and upgrades of sides extra. White
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believes excitement builds around what costume he will
wear in his final promotion photo of the year. While he
wouldn’t reveal details, he said it would be connected to
a Simpsons character. In the past, he dressed up as Hulk
Hogan and a cowboy, amongst others.

Outside of Movember, Dickson encourages men to talk
about their prostate health, get a PSA blood test, and be
more active in preventative health.

Dr. Mark Dickson, along with his support team of children,
Josie and Thomas, will raise money for Movember to sup-
port men’s health. Donors to the campaign will receive a
large Domino's Pizza. (JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

definite
styles

HAIR SALON
39 BROCK STREET WEST, TILLSONBURG
(519) 842-6336

B-145 SIMCOE STREET
TILLSONBURG
sewucan.sew @gmail.com
519-617-7398

& 0

Sew-L - CAN

SALES AND SERVICE
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,5 Awesome flav 'ours on special {ill Christmas Ewel
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T I
lo order some ior \our 1,atherm,g., please call -,19 688 2073

} COURTLAND BAKERY
217 Main Street,
Courtland

ENDTHERDLL

FLOORING CENTRES

Hardwood | Laminate | Area Rugs | Luxury Vinyl | Carpet | « More!

Tillsonburg ¢ 612 Broadway St

JOSEPH'S FURNITURE IN THE HEART OF DOWNTOWN TILLSONBURG
DRESS UP YOUR HOUSE IN TIME FOR THE HOLIDAYS |

OPEN MONTOFRI10TO S+ SAT 10 TO 4 » CLOSED SUN

JOSEPH’S FURNITURE

“We Sell The Best For Less Guaranfeed”
137 BROADWAY, DOWNTOWNTILLSONBURG « 519-842-8747
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Ostrander’s Funeral Home would like to invite you and your family to our

27 %mm/ %mm% %ﬁ/ @é}%’(%

In Memory of our Loved Ones.
Please join us at Ostrander’s Funeral Home, 43 Bidwell Street,
Tillsonburg, ON N4G 3T6 on Thursday December 5, 2024 at 7:00pm
RSVP to info@ostrandersfuneralhome.com or 519-842-5221
Special slideshow memorial for our families experiencing their first Christmas without their
loved one. We understand how difficult Christmas time can be when you have experienced
loss. We want to offer an evening of Remembrance, Peace and Hope. All families are welcome.

amplifon

Hearing Care Experts

BLACK
FRIDAY

SAVE BIG, EARLY

UP TO 70* OFF

ON YOUR 2" HEARING AID"

Book a FREE hearing test today!

100 Colborne Street North
Simcoe

( 519-953-9910

105 Main Street
Delhi

}, 226-917-3708

*Valid on select models. Discounts may vary by product tier level. Applicable to binaural purchase,
the second aid only.Cannot be combined with other offers. The offer expires on November 30, 2024.

Mortgages

Reverse
mortgages

Debt consolidation

Construction
financing

* Alternative lending

* Private financing

DAVID SIMMONDS

MBA CPA CGA
Mortgage Agent Level 2
Brokerage License 12728

|9 Ridout Street East
Tillsonburg ON N4G 2C6
519-403-5020

david@davidsimmonds.ca M

Straffordville Bingo

1135 [65]s0
5 |22|51|70|87
17| 26|59 |78 (90

Tl 1 30|40 60|83 h

Dec 11/24
Straffordville
Community Center
5:30pm-9:30pm
Supporting Watermelon Fest
and Community Events
Games start at 7pm.
$2000 Jackpot
Contact: Rose Gardner
Phone: 519-868-0324

SPONSORED BY THE STRAFFORDVILLE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

J &7,

Missed an issue? View all past issues online anytime:
www.tillsonburgpost.com




Installation art on display

at Station Arts Centre

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

That was followed three years later by
a display she called Purple, which had
steel supports for the crocheting.

“It was like walking through banyan
trees,” Scott said of the display. “It was
kind of magical.”

She is already working on her next
project, which she estimates will take
three years to finish.

o
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display at the Station Arts Centre

“This is portable,” she said. “I can sit
in the car and work on it. It becomes
part of my life.”

Scott recently visited the McMicheal
Canadian Collection gallery in Klein-
berg and realized that a facility like that
with beams is ideal for her work. She
plans on approaching them about that
possibility.
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(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

Sensory-Friendly
Shopping

WEDNESDAYS
6-8PM

To provide a welcoming environment for
all our shoppers, you can expect:

{ &
| -
Reduced
store lighting

Suspended anncuncements
Mo overhead music

=

D) =

No cart
collection

Reduced scanner noises

See a staff member at the front of the store
for any gquestions.

678 Broadway St.,
Tillsonburg
Open 7 days

a week
7am-9pm

Jobeyr

Tillsonburg

THOUSANDS OF ITEMS ON SALE

A

Dt

CANADIAN
TIRE

PRICES OF THE SEASON!

HOT
DEAL
SAVE

TIM HORTONS COFFEE.
NOwW Tim

5459

Ground 930g,

dark roast tin 875g . -
or 30-count pods,
assorted varieties.
53-2994X/153-1136X.
Reg 23.99

SERIES 1000 SHAVER.

NOW @

2980 -

Pop-up trimmer.
43-8958-2.
Reg 59.99

PLIERS AND WRENCH SET. SAVEO/
(]
NOwW

$4 9.89‘::I +) ﬁ >0
s | (V0

6-pc.

58-4790-8

Reg 39.99

RECHARGEABLE 180-LUMEN SAVEO

IPX7 WATERPROOF LED 50 %
SPOTLIGHT.

NOW
$Q-89 —

>

Mastercratft.
37-4644-8.
Reg 19.99

HOT
DEAL
SAVE

MASTERCORFT 50°/°

2-DRAWER MINI
TOOL BOX.

NOW
$4 4-99

Mastercraft, .‘-l-..,_l_
1 o” S —
565450,

Reg 29.99

8-OUTLET CONTRACTOR SAVE
POWER BAR. 70
NOw

$9l99

%

6’ cord and
circuit breaker.
52-7261-2.
Reg 34.99

HOT
DEAL
SAVE

FIRE BLANKET.
NOwW

$1199

1.0m x1.0m. Quick pro-
tection in the event of a
grease or liquid fire. 100%
flame retardant material.
CE safety standards.
46-0388-0. Reg 19.99

HOT MIXING BOWL SET WITH LIDS.
DEAL SPECIAL BUY

SAVE
60* $9.99
** \.e" "~ BPA-ree, dishwasher

'ﬁ""’ = and freezer safe.

. . / 499-1036-4. **When
compared to 142-4734. Reg

co— - 24.99. While quantities last.
Rainchecks unavailable.

HOT SCREWDRIVER SET WITH
DEAL WALL-MOUNTABLE STORAGE

SAVE . STAND.
%
65 [ Fi H NOW

$1 9.89

Mastercraft, 69-pc
57-6011-4.
Reg 59.99

. | il-_._—-\_l
L ]

SAVE

5 5°/o

SALT & PEPPER GLASS
GRINDER SET, FILLED.
NOW

$7-49

142-4881-0.
Reg 16.99

7.\ 3

40%

SHREDDED MEMORY
FOAM PILLOW.

NOwW

$4 789

46-1566-0.
Reg 29.99

PREMIUM FOUR
SEASON SUET.
NOwW

$4.99

159-1834-4.
Reg 3.49

NOVEMBER 28 THRU DECEMBER 5
VISIT OUR STORE OR GO ONLINE FOR OUR FULL BLACK FRIDAY FLYER AND
THOUSANDS OF OTHER ITEMS ON SALE.

Ay
Sl

CANADIAN
TIRE

TILLSONBURG

248 BROADWAY
(519) 842-5926
canadiantire.ca
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SPORTS

COWARD
PHARMACY

RPharmaChoice

Part of Tillsonburg’s
Independent Spirit Since 1874

Find our weekly flyer at
cowardpharmacy.ca

519-842-4081
165 Broadway, Tillsonburg

STORE HOURS:
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM TO 9PM
SATURDAY 9AM TO 5:30PM
SUNDAY 12PM TO 4PM

wiltshire

—— REALTY INC. BROKERAGE ——

!
I Bl

=1 b

* Sales Rep.

Bryan Wiltshire** Amanda Wiltshire* Cam Hughes*
519-318-0736 519-777-8801 519-852-5431

519-544-HOME

We Are Helping Your Friends & Family

21 Brock St. E, Unit #3, Tillsonburg
www.wiltshirerealty.ca

¢ A &

Craig Todt* Melissa McDonald* Renata Duffy*
519-550-5212 519-688-6916 226-231-6787

** Broker of Record

Tillsonburg woman finishes second at jujitsu Worlds

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

Placing in the top three in the world in any sport is a rare and
colossal achievement, but doing it after only competing for
three years is almost unheard of.

Rebecca Dyck did just that, winning second in the no gi divi-
sion at the Jujitsu International Federation World Champion-
ships, held in Crete, Greece from Oct. 28 to Nov. 5. She started
in jujitsu only three years ago.

“I started mainly for self-defense reasons and I wanted to com-
pete in the sport so I started training pretty hard,” she said.
She trains at Brasa Bowen BJJ in London and St. Thomas. The
20-year-old Tillsonburg resident would like to work in law en-
forcement in the future and heard martial arts could help.
Dyck started by doing extensive research on martial arts. She
tried kickboxing, but she didn’t want to get “kicked in the
head.” Jujitsu is a form of grappling, like wrestling, and doesn’t
involve striking. The goal is to get the opponent to the ground
and have them submit or put a joint lock on them.

“The challenge attracted me because it is a super difficult chal-
lenge to master,” she said.

Training involves traveling four times per week, and up to six
times leading up to the worlds. A training session is usually
two to three hours long and involves a warm-up, drills, and live
sparring. She also did strength training at Lightweight Gym in
Tillsonburg before the world competition. Working at Court-
land Bakery, she said her schedule works well with training.
When she entered her first tournament, she won silver. At that

time, someone raised the idea of her going to the worlds. She
dlsmlssed the concept for many years.

“It took it really seriously from the start, and I think that made
a big difference,” she said.

Canadian competitors need to place gold or silver at the Ca-
nadian Nationals to qualify for the worlds. She won silver in
the under 70 kg U-21 class for the gi competition. Gi compe-
tition involves wearing a gi — the robe-style garment common
to martial arts. No gi competition is in shorts and a t-shirt. By
qualifying in gi, Dyck could compete in both divisions. She
said some differences exist, such as using the collar on a gi to
take down opponents.

“The concepts are the same for both,” she said. “There are
some things you can do in no gi and vice versa.”

Although one would think that the government would support
youth sports competitors, Dyck said the opposite is true with
Jujitsu, and there is no support for competitors on the interna-
tional stage if under 21. That meant she had to raise funds for
the $6,000 cost of competing. Courtland Bakery held a fund
raisers and collected donations. Lightweight Gym also sup-
ported her and she raised enough money to cover her expenses.
Her parents and family have also been supportive, although
they were initially skeptical and didn’t want to see her injured.
Along the way, she did have a few injuries, including her rota-
tor cuff, tearing ankle ligaments and black eyes.

With a world championship behind her, Duck wants to con-
tinue to compete. She has her sights on the IBJJF Worlds in
the U.S., which don’t require pre-qualifying, and other tour-
naments.

Tillsonburg resident Rebecca Dyck displays the jujitsu med-
als she won at the world championships held in Greece a

few weeks ago. (JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

Biloski goal beautiful in the eyes of Silver Stick-qualified beholders

JEFF TRIBE

Post Contributor

Ward’s Automotive South Oxford Ull
Storm Brody Biloski’s International Silver
Stick (ISS) A Qualifier game and tourna-
ment clincher was a thing of impactful if
not aesthetic beauty.

“It wasn’t a pretty goal, but I don’t care
how they go in,” laughed coach Devin
Homick. “They don’t ask how - they only
ask how many.”

Regulation time was running out on the
Sunday, November 17th ISS qualifier in
Collingwood, a goal-less tie standing be-
tween South Oxford and the Woolwich

15 Oxford St.
Tillsonburg, ON
N4G 2G1

£]3

m Hurley

MATTRESS & APPLIANCE

S

= GE

= Huebsch
» Marathon
® Panasonic

Wildcats. But with under two minutes re-
maining, the Storm took advantage of a
faceoff in the Woolwich zone. Won back
to the point, the defenceman put the puck
on goal, from where Biloski alertly capi-
talized.

“Just a jam play at the net,” said Homick.
The one-goal South Oxford lead stood up

Mattresses

= Serta

= Simmons

= Sealy

= Dreamstar
.. and much
more!

STORE HOURS
Mon-Fri: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

through the final 91 seconds, clinching
both the tournament victory and a berth in
the ISS A final, scheduled for January 17th
to 19th in Sarnia.

“The kids played a heck of a team game,
I would say,” Homick summed up. “Ec-
static,” he added. “It’s a pretty big deal for
them.”

CONTINUED TO PAGE 19

Come see us for parts and service and all your mattress and appliance needs

BRANDS WE CARRY

Appliances
= Whirlpool
® Electrolux

519-688-3464
1-866-688-3464
hurleys.appliance@gmail.com

www.hurleysappliance.com
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The Storm entered the qualifier with pre-
vious tournament victories in Bradford
and at its own event, along with a 23-1-1
record in Shamrock League A Division
regular-season play, attributable says their
coach to ‘a team game.’

South Oxford (geographically centred
near Salford and including players from
Tillsonburg and Ingersoll) plays in a
loop including Dorchester, Strathroy, St.
Marys, Norfolk (jointly based out of Sim-
coe, Waterford and Six Nations), Brant
(Paris), St. Thomas, Mt. Brydges and New
Hamburg.

A Ward’s Automotive Ull coaching staff
led by Homick features three former Till-
sonburg Thunder senior hockey team-
mates (assistant coach Shane Balcomb,
goalie coach Tommy Lee and trainer
Cody Chute ) along with assistant coach
Eric Bartram.

"A good bench staff and a great group of
kids,” said Homick of an effort to produce
both quality hockey players ‘and good lit-
tle leaders in their communities.’

“Our message to the kids is to play a de-
fensive game, take care of our end first,”
said Homick. “And the kids completely
bought in.”

The Storm opened ISS qualifier tourna-
ment play with a 5-0 shoutout of Brant,
building on a 1-0 first-period lead with
four goals in the third frame. Carter Bal-
comb finished with four and Biloski add-
ed a single.

South Oxford shut out the Woodstock Jr.
Navy Vets in its second outing, leading
2-0 after the first period and 3-0 heading
into the third. Emerson Adam had two
goals for the winners and Carter Smith,
Biloski and Tommy Thomson one each.
The Storm closed out round-robin play
undefeated and unscored upon with a 3-0
shutout of Barrie, Adam opening scoring
in the second and Biloski and Thomson

The Ward’s Automotive South Oxford U11 Storm qualified for the International Silver Stick (ISS) A tournament January 17-19th in Sarnia with a per-
fect 5-0 record at the ISS A qualifier in Collingwood November 15th to 17th.

rounding the final with third-period mark-
ers.

South Oxford met the host Collingwood
Jr. Blues in their semi-final, taking a 2-1
lead into the final minute before taking a
late penalty giving up the tying goal with
19 seconds left in regulation, the Blues
enjoying a six-on-four player advantage at
the time.

“It’s a big momentum shift,” admitted
Homick, whose message prior to overtime

was to stick to the gameplan. “And let’s go
get the job done.”

Adam, who along with Balcomb had
scored in regulation, added the three-on-
three game-winner with 4:20 remaining in
OT, controlling the puck along the boards
before deking out in front of the net.
“And kind of threw it back short side to
beat a good Collingwood goalie,” said
Homick. “We struggled to put pucks past
that kid.”

(JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)

Heading into the season, the ISS A tour-
nament was among the Storm’s ‘big three’
major goals, a list including a league
championship, which would also lead
into Ontario Minor Hockey Association
(OMHA) playdowns.

“I think if we stick to our game, we’ll have
a chance,” he said specifically of the up-
coming ISS tournament in Sarnia. “But
again, it’s sports, so anything can hap-
pen.”

s

GLENDALE WOMEN'S RUGBY BRONZE MEDAL MATCH

The Tillsonburg Twisters annual ringette tournament was another success, drawing
teams in from many centres across six divisions. The U14 team played a close game

against the Mitchell Stingers on Saturday morning. (JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

The Glendale High School women’s rugby team competed at a 7’s tournament on October
30 in London.The team made it to the bronze medal match but lost in overtime. The team
would like to thank Tillson brands for supplying them with new jerseys.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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Club Oxford Men’s Hockey League

JEFF GWYN

Post Contributor

November 10

Fody's 8, Distinct 2

Fody's wanted to make a statement in this one. They came out
flying and kept the pressure all night. Their lines were rolling
and seemed to have a chance almost every shift. Distinct just
couldn't catch a break tonight. They had trouble with their
breakouts and rushes, which led to pressure the other way. A
rare off night it seems.

Brandon Sawatzky and Chris Sanders had four points each for
Fody's. Dave VanWyk had two points for Distinct.

Agrospray 6, ReMax 3

Agrospray got into the win column tonight. They had Travis
Horvath going and that seemed to spark the team. They were
able to control a bunch of the game and had quick passes and
rushes all night. ReMax wasn't able to get their normal rushes off
their speed. They had some chances and scored, but they spent
a lot of the game in the defensive zone against a hard pressing
Agrospray. Travis Horvath had four points for Agrospray. Jor-
dan Kobayashi had two goals for ReMax.

Airmount 4, B-Line 2

Airmount had a near full squad and it showed. They were able
to hold off a strong first period by B-Line to give them a chance.
In the second, they had the pressure and broke through, coming
up with some timely scoring to get the win. B-Line had some
good pressure in the first, but couldn't get pucks to go in. They
couldn't hold off a pressing Airmount late, but it was a close
game and solid effort. Trevor Cowlan, Noah Mulholland, Trev-
or Bradfield and Tyson Simpson had goals for Airmount. Tyler
Bain and Rob VanVelzer had goals for B-Line.

RND 2, Royal LePage 1

RND has hit a groove lately. They are playing well in both ends
and it showed tonight. They took advantage of their chances and
they kept Royal LePage from getting much sustained pressure.
Royal LePage played a good game. They had trouble getting
those in-close rebounds and were forced to the outside most of
the game. A good defensive effort, but couldn't squeeze out the

v N
MOVEMBER"

Parts and Service
Departments:

A Toonie for a Toonie

Eichenberg’s Match Guarantee

Sales Department:

DO NATE
TODAY!

For each customer’s delivery donation,

Eichenberg will match up to $50.00.

tie. Kyle Underhill and Andy Metselaar had goals for RND.
Adam Jensen had a goal for Royal LePage.

Glass 5, Precision 0

Glass continues their hot streak, 8-0. They used their speed to
their advantage in this one, seemingly making things happen on
broken plays. A tight defensive zone kept Precision from getting
things going. Precision had a few chances, but they were chas-
ing in this one. They did get a few rushes, but couldn't get any
second chances in this one.

Source had a near full team and seemed to find some chemistry
out there in this one. They had some solid breakouts and potted
a couple. They did great to kill off some penalties which could
have changed the game. Carquest seemed to have more pres-
sure, but didn't have any puck luck in this game. They couldn't
cash in on the powerplay and that could have made the differ-
ence.

Jeff Prouse had two goals and an assist for Glass.

November 13

Distinct 5, Agrospray 4

Distinct had a bounce back game. They came out strong and
had their top guys going. They focused on offence, but were
able to weather the late pressure from Agrospray. Agrospray
played a strong game, building off their first win. They found
some secondary scoring which helped pressure Distinct. They
just ran out of time in this one. Kyle Smith had four points and
Brian Velthove had three points for Distinct. Ryan Bruckler had
two goals for Agrospray.

ReMax 2, Fody's 1

ReMax were able to get their rush game going in this one. They
had plenty of chances offensively. They buckled down and kept
a high powered Fody's off the scoresheet, which is a key to vic-
tory. Fody's had trouble getting close to the net and couldn't
get any rebounds to bounce their way. They were able to back
check on ReMax rushes, which kept the score close. Peyton
VanBoekel and Jordan Kobayashi had goals for ReMax. Ryan
DeVos had a goal for Fody's.

Precision 3, Airmount 2
Precision played a simple game and it frustrated Airmount.

They took advantage of their breaks and created chaos in close
all night. Airmount had a couple highlight goals, but couldn't
get those secondary chances. They played a good game, but just
seemed to be a step behind when it counted. Chris VanKasteren
had two goals for Precision. Matthew Snow and Scott Mudford
had goals for Airmount.

November 17

Agrospray 3, Fody's 1

A solid game. Agrospray was able to get some solid chances as
they had speedy breakouts. They killed off some penalties and
scored shorthanded twice to secure the win. Fody's was playing
with a short bench, they held off Agro for most of the game.
They had trouble hitting the net in close and that would have
helped them to win. Travis Horvath had a goal and assist for
Agrospray. Jeremy had a goal for Fody's.

Distinct 1, ReMax 0

Distinct played a strong defensive game while getting pressure
of their own. A solid game in net by Tyler Gubesch helped them
keep ReMax off the board. ReMax had some quality chances,
but couldn't get the rebounds to bounce their way. A good game
in net by Greg Buchner. Andrew VanWyk had the goal for Dis-
tinct.

RND 6, Airmount 0

RND had five different goal scorers in this one. After a tight-
ly checked first, RND controlled the second and didn't let Air-
mount get much going. A team effort in both zones led to the big
win. Airmount had a good first period with some chances, but
they couldn't get things started in the second. They had trou-
ble stopping RND's speed, which made them play in their zone
much of the game. Caleb Waycott and Jason Beard had goals
for RND.

Carquest 2, Precision 2
Carquest was looking to break through on the scoresheet, but
had trouble sustaining pressure offensively. They had good
chances but couldn't crack a tough defence in this one. Preci-
sion plays a similar game as Carquest and matched their energy.
While they focused on defence, they also had limited chances
in close. A hard fought point for each team. Brendan Ryksen
CONTINUED TO PAGE 21

FOGUS
ON WHAT
MATTERS

Experience the new

Signia Charge&Go IX
for yourself by booking
an appointment at our
clinic nearest you. E - .

TILLSONBURG
51 Simcoe Street
Unit A2

519-842-5500

NORWICH

32 South Court
(Norwich Medical Centre) 519-582-2300
519-842-5500

A H A ‘ ® Alternative Hearing Aid Clinics

Family owned and operated since 2009
alternativehearing.ca

PORT ROWAN
1009 Bay Street
519-586-9500

DELHI
96 King Street

You Are Inv1ted

310 Main St East,
Otterville, Ont

Regular Hours -
Saturdays 10-4

JoAnne Sergeant -
519-688-8693

VINTAGE - ANTIQUE - ECLECTIC

DECOR

Enjoy your visit to
Otterville.
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had two goals for Carquest. Mike Haegens and
Matt Vanbesien had goals for Precision.

Royal LePage 4, Source 1

After a quick start, Royal LePage was able
to focus more on their neutral zone pressure,
which led to some quick chances offensively.
They did well to keep Source from any second
chances on offence. Source started great, but
seemed to fall off with the Royal LePage pres-
sure. A good second period kept it closer than
the scoreboard showed. Mitch Ryksen had a
goal and two assists for Royal LePage. Chris
VanKasteren had the Source goal.

Glass 5, B-Line 3

Glass continues to roll in B Division. They
use their speed and chemistry to keep pressure
throughout the game. Scoring from all over the
zone made them dangerous in this one. B-Line
did well to stick with the top team. They were
able to cash in on their two powerplays, but
couldn't hold off the deep pressure of Glass.
Stephen Schafer and Parker Terryberry had
two points each for Glass. Chris Wilson had
two assists for B-Line.

November 20
Airmount 5, Source 4

Airmount worked hard in this one, getting
some offensive zone time and chances. They

were able to get some scoring and had a hard
forecheck to get those chances. Source was
able to spread their scoring around and were
in this game. Some good chances down low
gave them a chance to win this one. Jaden
Vansevenant had 4 goals and Zach Alton had
two assists for Airmount. Nik Brotz and Nate
Bisschop had goals for Source.

B-Line 3, Precision 3

B-Line looked to be in good position in the first
half of the game. They were able to keep things
in the Precision zone a lot and it gave them a
shot at the win. Precision can never be counted
out. They had a bit of trouble in the first, but
they bounced back in the second. Some good
rushes and neutral zone play earned them an-
other tie. Kurtis Bull and Chris Wilson had 3
points each for B-Line. Jason Koteles had two
points for Precision.

Carquest 5, Royal LePage 3

A chippy game. Carquest was able to get their
top line going and they created a bunch of
chances. They were able to push through at the
end with some pressure and shots on net. Royal
LePage was in the game all night. They had
pressure in close and answered back all game
until they ran out of time. Evan Prouse had four
points, Ryan Crandall had three points for Car-
quest. Brendan Ryksen and Chris VanKasteren
had two points each for Royal LePage.

CLUB OXFORD A DIVISION GP W L T PTS
DISTINCT EXTERIORS 9 5 2 2 12
REMAX REALTY 9 5 4 0 10
FODY AUTOMOTIVE 9 3 4 2 8
AGROSPRAY 9 2 5 2 6

CLUB OXFORD B DIVISION GP W L T PTS
TILLSONBURG GLASS 9 9 0 0 18
RND CONSTRUCTION 9 5 3 1 11
CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 10 4 3 3 11
CALIBRATED PRECISION 10 3 3 4 10
ROYAL LEPAGE REALTY 10 4 5 1 9
SOURCE FOR SPORTS 10 4 6 0 8
AIRMOUNT FARMS 10 3 7 0 6
B-LINE TRUCKING 10 2 7 1 5

BIRDSGOLFSPORTSLOUNGE.COM

SFPRTS I.DUI‘!;IE

51 BROADWAY ST. TILLSONBURG

BIRDS GOLF SPORTS LOUNGE OFFERS A DYNAMIC YENUE WHERE YOU

(519)-602-7839

CAN RELAX, CONNECT AND ENGAGE IN SOME FRIENDLY COMPETITION.

MORE THAN JUST GOLFI

SCAN ME TO BOOK NOw!

HOST YOUR NEXT TEAM BUILDING EVENT
OR CASUAL GET TOGETHER. ASK ABOUT
OUR LEAGUES AND SPECIAL EVENTS.
BIRDS GOLF SPORTS LOUNGE HAS
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE.

Tillsonburg District Memorial
Hospital Foundation

Partnering to keep healthcare close to home.

Year End Campaign and
Angels of Giving 2024

It’s that time of year! The hospital needs your help
for our year end equipment campaigns. Your year
end gift is important to the hospital to improve care.
You CAN make a difference!

The Canada Post Strike has delayed our year-
end campaigns. Our joint Hospital and Foundation
Community Report and our Fall Mail Campaign is
currently waiting in the mail. In the meantime, we
are asking you to consider dropping off your cheque
at our office, calling our office, or donating online.
Come by and say hello, we would love to meet you!

Be an “Angel of Giving” this holiday season
and make a gift in memory or recognition of
a loved one. We will display their name on
our Angel Tree in the main hospital lobby.

How to support your hospital in our Year End
Campaigns:

* Send your gift (or drop of your cheque) to TDMH
Foundation at 167 Rolph St. Tillsonburg, ON N4G 3Y9
e Call our office at 519-842-3611 x5311 to donate
over the phone
* Online at www.tillsonburghospital.on.ca and click on the

Donate Now button.
OR
Scan QR code and complete the
donation form.
General Donation: complete the form
on screen and follow the prompts. Once

for tax purposes.
To choose Angels of Giving, check the box “I would like
to dedicate this donation” then choose “Angels of Giving
Tribute” in the drp down box * Type of Tribute. Complete
the form and follow the prompts. Once complete you will
be emailed an e-receipt for tax purposes.

Thank You!
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION CENTRE

Norwich Wastewater Treatment
Plant capacity expansion

Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Study

Oxford County has identified the need to increase capacity of the Norwich
Wastewater Treatment Plant to service existing needs and future projected
population and employment growth to 2046 in the Village of Norwich.

About the study

In response to approved future

growth in the Village of Norwich | :

and associated projected . LEGEND

increases in Wastewater Limits of
study area

Treatment Plant (WWTP)

flow rates, Oxford County is

undertaking a Municipal Class n

Environmental Assessment =

(Class EA) Study for capacity i %

P T .=. pansSTE B M,

AP

expansion of the Norwich

WWTP. More specifically,

the purpose of the study is

to comprehensively develop,

evaluate and select a preferred
long-term wastewater servicing

solution and design alternative

to service existing needs and N
future projected population and ‘\ _ g
employment growth to 2046. N, e

=1

The study is being carried out in accordance with the planning and design
process for Schedule C projects as outlined in the Municipal Class
Environmental Assessment (2023), approved under the Ontario
Environmental Assessment Act.

We want to hear from you

Consultation with stakeholders is a key component of the study process
and input will be sought throughout the study. A virtual (online) Public
Consultation Centre (PCC) is being held to provide a project update,
present the evaluation criteria for selecting the preferred servicing solution,
and present the preferred solution. This is the second PCC for the project,
with the first held in June 2022.

i@ Thursday, December 12,2024 | 1 Online: 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
For login details to join the online PCC, please visit the project website

on Speak Up, Oxford! at www.speakup.oxfordcounty.ca/norwich-wwtp

Project contacts

John Tyrrell, M.Sc.(Eng.), P.Eng. Harry Goossens, P.Eng.
Regional Manager Project Engineer

R.V. Anderson Associates Limited Oxford County
519-681-9916 ext. 5038 519-539-9800 ext. 3028
jtyrrell@rvanderson.com hgoossens@oxfordcounty.ca

Information collected will be used in accordance with the Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act. With the exception of personal information, all comments
will become part of the public record.

This notice first issued on @Xford Coun ty

November 21, 2024 Growing stronger together

MIXED OPEN FALL CLASSIC BONSPIEL

The 7th Mixed Open Fall Classic Bonspiel was held at the Tillsonburg Curling Club on the
weekend. The spiel was a great success with both out-of-town teams and in-town club
teams participating. The overall winner was the team skipped by Yonna DiLella who were
awarded the Zeplyn Enterprises Ltd as the two game high winner. The other two game
winners were Team Bushell from Ingersoll who were awarded the E&E McLaughlin Inc.
trophy. (JEFF HELSDON PHOTOS)

Left to right are: Brian Jamieson, Lesley Statham, Gord Statham, Yonna DiLella winners
of the Zeplyn Enterprises Ltd trophy, which was presented by Linda Durston.

Winners of the E&E McLaughlin trophy are Iet to right: Paul Buchner, Ruth Buchner,
Ralph Flood, Mary Bushell, and presenter Tracy Beattie.

VIDEO GAMES - VINTAGE TOYS - SPORTS COLLECTABLES
GOLD & SILVER - COINS & JEWELRY - CRYSTALS
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Thunder drop two home
games, ready for teddy toss

MICHAEL HOLLY

Post Contributor

It has been a tough couple of weeks for
the 2023/2024 WOSHL Champions Till-
sonburg Thunder.

The Orangeville Blitz rolled into town
and took the game 5-3. It was a spirited
game with Braden Roberts getting into a
scrap with former NHL player Ben Thom-
son. The author does not remember Rob-
erts ever getting into a fight in the years he
has played for the Thunder. Thomson had
a foot of height on Roberts but the Thun-
der player held his own. Both players were
ejected from the game.

Goals were scored by Chris McGuffin,
Freddie Teeple, and Sheldon Thompson.

Last Saturday, the Thunder hosted the
Elora Rocks. Despite the Thunder being
the dominate team on the ice, the puck
gods were not smiling on the Thunder
as they lost 7 - 4. Sometimes the puck
simply does not bounce your way. Goals
were scored by Brendan Barletta, Spencer
Hutchinson, Andrew Waylan, and Freddie
Teeple.

Saturday was also Hockey Fights Can-
cer night (HFC). The Thunder have been
running this event for the last four years.
Each Thunder player wore a special HFC
jersey for the game. These jerseys were
live auctioned off after the game. Some
were a little aromatic. At the time of this

writing, the Thunder and their fans have
raised around $3,000. There is still mon-
ey coming in to support Children Cancer
research. If you would like to make a do-
nation, you still can by contacting Michael
Holly by (519) 983-0050.

The Thunder are on the road versus the
Dunnville Aeros on Saturday, November
30 @ 8:00 pm. If you cannot make the
game, watch for free on the OSHL website.
http://www.oshl.ca. Go to OSHL Live and
follow the prompts.

The Thunder then host the same Dun-
nville Aeros on Saturday, December 7 @
7:30 pm. Home-at-home series always
make for spirited contests.

Save the date of December 14 @ 7:30.
The arch rival Petrolia Squires are coming
to town. There is a long history between
these teams and it looks to continue. As an
added bonus, it is the annual Teddy Bear
Toss. After the first Thunder goal, fans
throw their teddy bears onto the ice. These
teddy bears are all donated to the Salva-
tion Army to be given to children through
Tillsonburg and area for Christmas. The
Thunder have run this event for the last 17
years with enormous success where hun-
dreds of teddy bears are collected.

The Tillsonburg Tim Hortons will also
be sending 10 tee shirts into the crowd in
the first intermission. 9 will have $5 Tim
cards...one will have a $100 Tim card.
Don't leave your seat after period 1!!

YOU CAN BE IN FOR

At the end of the day we
want to begin retirement
in a community where
we can enjoy new
friends, past-times,
and sleep soundly
knowing Baldwin Place,
Tillsonburg was the best
decision to begin our
retirement!

135 Weston Dr., Tillsonburg: this all brick home offers you a double
garage, 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, full basement with 1350 sq. ft. of
living on each level.

MLS # 40675316

PRICE $609,900

Located across from the clubhouse and pool, it is the
best location you can have!

CALL KEN WILLIAMS
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

519-688-7598

J.E. NEWTON REALTY LIMITED BROKERAGE
39 DENTON AVE., TILLSONBURG ON

Hearing healthcare is

not one-size-fits-all, by
listening to our clients
andasking questions, we
can recommend the right
solutions for your unique
hearing and financial needs.

Katie Koebel,
Audiologist & Senior Manager,
Audiology

Our Biggest Sale of Hhe Year!
BLACK'FRleY

— SAVINGS —

%52,400 OFF

your purchase of a pair of the latest hearing aids**

- Key Features of the Latest
Hearing Aids:

-W-@ Improved sound clarity
Long lasting rechargeable battery

@ Discreet and comfortable wear

Seamlessly connect to phone,
TV & other devices

Get started with a FREE hearing test today!*

Tillsonburg
114 Broadway St
1-888-485-6631

Port Dover
697 Highway 6 W, Unit 1A
1-888-485-6675

Simcoe
216 West St, Unit 100
1-888-485-6669

Ingersoll
120 Thames St N, Unit 9
1-888-485-6676

OBER0]  \ention code: [ NSP-BKFD-TPST
Book online HearingLife.ca/2100

*A comprehensive hearing assessment is provided to adults ages 19 and older at no cost. The results of this assessment will be
communicated verbally to you. If you request a copy of the Audiological Report, a fee will apply. *This promotion is valid for select
premium or advanced hearing aid models and cannot be combined with any other discount. Applies to private sales of select premium or
advanced hearing aids and discount is applied after any Government funding has been deducted. Some conditions apply, see clinic for
details. Offer not valid in Quebec. Offer expires 12/31/2024.
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petvalu

love lives here

Walk ins
Welcome

your store

400 Simcoe Ave, Tillsonburg

Impact of war in Lebanon
felt by Norwich Resident

JENNIFER WILD

Post Contributor

As a second-generation immigrant of
Lebanese parents, Norwich resident,
Nadia Kaddoura, has been following the
news closely over the past few weeks.
While she grew up here in Canada, her
extended family still resides in Tripoli,
Lebanon. Nadia moved to Norwich two
years ago, with her two children who
attend the local public school. She is a
part-time real estate agent and entrepre-
neur. In 2013, she flew to Lebanon to be
married in the country of her heart. Af-
ter the busyness of the big city, Norwich
is quiet and welcoming. Her parents ar-
rived in Canada many years ago.

Beginning in October of last year, Is-
rael and Hezbollah have been engaged in
air strikes, artillery and missile shelling
in the south of Lebanon. Attacks have
intensified on Beirut, the capital, since
September 2024, triggering evacuation
orders. Nadia had hoped her father, who
was visiting family in Tripoli, would be
able to fly home to Canada on Oct 18th,
before local airports were shut down.
Unfortunately, her father suffered a fall

Norwich resident Nadia Kaddoura still has
family in Lebanon and is concerned for their
safety when she sees news of escalating

conflict there. (CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
most three days to complete. Her grand-
mother, cousins and aunts chose to stay

519-842-3664
www.petvalu.ca

behind despite the danger.

As Nadia told her story, tears filled
her eyes. Her communications with her
family have been extremely limited,
with phone calls being disconnected or

CONTINUED TO PAGE 31

and is not able to fly for at least another
month. Airports are opening for occa-
sional flights, enabling Nadia’s paternal
uncle to leave, a journey that took al-

On behalf of the Glendale Community, it is with great pleasure that we acknowledge the
following donors for their generosity and support of awards at Glendale High School

Adam & Meaghan Hunter Fred Curry Nitor Thames Valley Education

Allison Family George’s Auto Repair Inc. Nu Decor Design Foundation

Armstrong Family Glendale 50th Anniversary O & L Duct Design THK Rhythm Automotive

At My Playground Greg and Heather Hayward OACETT Thompson Goossens Accountants
Autoneum Canada Ltd. Hart Family Orr Family Tillsonburg Black & Gold Reunion

Becky and Victoria Coward
Brocanier Family

CarQuest Tillsonburg Auto Parts
Cheney Family

Chris DeClark

CJDL Consulting Engineers
Compass Group Canada
Cornell-Martin Memorial Bursary
Courtland and District Lions Club
Courtland Vinyl Windows Ltd
Coward Pharmacy

Crompton Home Hardware
Building Centre

Danbrook Automotive Inc

Derek and Christine Barnard
Don and Janis Barnard

Dr. E. Patenaude

Dr. M. Nguyen

Dr. Ort, Dr. Bamford, Dr. Puente &
Dr. Bossy

Eastern Star

Empire Sealing & Paving Ltd

Historical Society of Tillsonburg &
District

Inman Family

Inovata Foods

Jane McLean & Family
Jenkins & Gilvesy Law Firm
Jim & Brenda Foris

Johnston Family

Kelly Springer

Kinette Club of Tillsonburg
King Hiram Masonic Lodge 78 AF
and AM

Kinsmen Club of Tillsonburg
Knights of Columbus

Kyle Family

Lions Club of Tillsonburg
Livingston Family

Martin Family

Masters Family

Matt Esseltine

McFarlan Rowlands Insurance
Meharg Family

Ostrander Funeral Home
Oxford Community Foundation
Partlo Family

PK Construction

RIPCO

Robert Marsden

Rotary Club of Tillsonburg
Royal Canadian Legion Branch
#153

Royal Canadian Legion Branch
#153 Ladies Auxillary

Scholtz Family

Shoppers Drug Mart

South Norwich Historical Society
of Otterville

St. Mary’s Catholic Women’s
League

St. Paul’s United Church
Station Arts Centre

TDMH Volunteer Association
Thames Valley District School
Board

Tillsonburg Custom Foods
Tillsonburg Dental

Tillsonburg Horticultural Society
Tillsonburg Minor Baseball
Tillsonburg Photography Club
Tillsonburg Police Services Board
Town of Tillsonburg

Trevor & Tara Lamb

Verhoeve Funeral Homes

Verne’s Carpet One

Willard Parkhill Family
Woodstock, Ingersoll, Tillsonburg
& Area Association of Realtors

Young Construction Executive
Club
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Who’s Who in the Region

Over 25 years of lighting

experience
G

LIGHTING
::’Z) ecoly

625 West St. W. Simcoe
519-428-9927

simcoelighting@gmail.com
Whether customers are looking
for bold statement pieces or
subtle, practical lighting, Simcoe
Lighting and Decor with its 4,000
sg. ft. showroom has something
for every taste.

Understanding that each home is unique, Simcoe Lighting and
Decor offers products in a wide variety of styles, including modern,
contemporary, traditional, rustic, industrial, and transitional. This
diverse selection allows customers to find pieces that match their
tastes and décor seamlessly.

Guided by owner Violet Brown Frank, Simcoe Lighting and
Decor is an award-winning business that features beautiful
chandeliers and pendant styles, floor and table lamps, elegant wall
sconces including adjustable models, lamps, and bathroom vanity
lighting to flush mounts, exterior and landscape lighting, LED lighting,
and a good selection of lamp shades, and replacement bulbs.

Simcoe Lighting and Decor has a range of lighting accessories
that allow customers to complete their setups. Embracing modern
technology, Simcoe Lighting and Decor offers smart lighting
solutions that allow customers to control lighting through apps or
voice commands.

The premium quality ceiling fans at Simcoe Lighting and Decor
deliver whisper-quiet performance, create a stunning decorative
effect in any room, and save on energy bills when used year-round.

In addition to lighting, Simcoe Lighting and Decor offers a
carefully curated collection of home decor items that enhance the
aesthetic appeal of interiors. Their decor selection includes artwork,
bar stools, console tables, chests, metal signs, and accent furniture,
all chosen to complement the lighting fixtures and elevate any space.

Discover why Simcoe Lighting and Decor has been a preferred
lighting centre for people in the region.

Visit their website at www.simcoelighting.ca to view what's new in
lighting trends. New stock is arriving daily. They are open Monday-
Friday 9-5, Sat. 9-3. Closed long weekends.

Stop by and be greeted by Violet, her friendly staff and pet dog C.J.

D&B
CLIMATECARE.

The Heating & Cooling Professionals Who C.A.R.E

49 Park Rd., Simcoe Simcoe 519-428-4000
email dandbclimatecare @kwic.com
Tillsonburg 519-842-4000

Heating and air conditioning (HVAC) systems have revolutionized
indoor comfort, making it possible to maintain optimal temperatures
year-round regardless of external weather conditions. From humble
beginnings to sophisticated modern systems, the evolution of HVAC
technology has transformed the way we live, work, and relax indoors.

Today’s heating and air conditioning systems installed by D&B
ClimateCare represent the pinnacle of HVAC technology,
incorporating advanced features designed to optimize energy
efficiency, comfort, and indoor air quality. High-efficiency furnaces
and heat pumps use cutting-edge technology to maximize heating
performance while minimizing energy consumption. Likewise,
modern air conditioning units boast variable-speed compressors,
programmable thermostats, and advanced filtration systems for
superior comfort and air purity.

Guided by guided by co/owners Dave and Becky Murtland, D&B
ClimateCare a family-owned and operated business continues the
personalized attention that first set them apart from their competitors.
Every service call they receive is treated with priority.

They work around your schedule and set up an appointment at a
time that is most convenient for you. You can expect them to arrive
promptly and ready to work. Their licensed professionals arrive in a
fully-stocked vehicle with the tools, materials, and products needed
to finish the job as efficiently as possible.

At the heart of D&B ClimateCare is a commitment to customer
satisfaction. From the initial consultation to post-installation support,
they prioritize delivering exceptional service. They also provide 24/7
emergency service.

D&B ClimateCare installs and services high-efficiency furnaces,
air conditioning systems, heat pumps, boilers, HEPA filters, air
purification, humidifiers, tankless water heaters, water softeners,
radiant heating systems, HRV and ERV repairs, and standby
generators. Master Electrical Contractors service any electrical work
related to your HVAC system and more!

Take advantage of rebates to save money. CLARITY by
ClimateCare offers you numerous options. Financing is available on
approved credit. Ask about WE CARE maintenance plans.

It’s time to book your Fall Maintenance contact D&B ClimateCare
today or visit their website www.dandbclimatecare.com to learn more
about this exceptional company.

Like them on Facebook. www.facebook.com/dandbclimatecare/

©2024 Western Canada Press

SERVICE LTD.

“Your Journey, Our Passion.”

175 Broadway St., Tillsonburg 519-842-5931

info@tillsonburgtravel.com

One of the primary advantages of dealing with Tillsonburg Travel
Service Ltd. is their experience and in-depth knowledge of the travel
industry. They stay updated on the latest trends, new destinations,
and evolving travel regulations. They are also familiar with the most
reliable airlines, hotels, tour operators, and local service providers in
a variety of destinations.

Tillsonburg Travel Service Ltd. has been in business as a full-
service travel agency since 1961. Their knowledge allows them to
provide valuable recommendations based on your preferences.

Whether you’re seeking adventure, luxury, or cultural immersion,
their professionals can design an itinerary that matches your
interests and expectations. Tillsonburg Travel Service’s insight
can also help you identify hidden gems—destinations, activities, or
experiences that you may not find through a simple Google search.

Tillsonburg Travel Service Ltd. is a local agency with a personal
touch, whose travel consultants are well-versed in both domestic and
international travel, giving you access to a vast array of destinations,
from North America to Europe, South America, Asia, Africa, and
beyond. When you’re planning a road trip through Canada or an
exotic safari in Africa, their team can handle all the arrangements,
ensuring you get the best travel experience wherever you go.

While the digital age has made travel planning more accessible
than ever, the expertise, convenience, and personalized service
offered by Tillsonburg Travel Service Ltd. continues to make it a
valuable resource.

Their professional team is renowned for providing personalized
service for all your corporate and leisure travel needs including airline
tickets, all inclusive packages, cruises, motorcoach Tours, escorted
vacations, destination weddings, honeymoons, engagements, and
vow renewal. From accommodations and vehicle rentals to travel
insurance, they will cover all your travel needs.

Local owner, Lisa Hirt and her travel consultants have numerous
years of combined experience in the travel industry.

So, the next time you're ready to book your travel reach out to
Tillsonburg Travel Service Ltd.
Visit their website www.tillsonburgtravel.com to read the blog, or

learn more about this exceptional travel business. Like them on
Facebook. Life is short, book the trip.
FOREVER
YOUNG
DENTURES

“Life is too good to go without a Smile!”
32 Union St. Simcoe 289-922-9277

Abright, healthy smile can make a world of difference to a person’s
appearance.

However not everyone is naturally blessed with perfect teeth. For
those who have faced problems and challengess with their oral
health, Forever Young Dentures is the answer. They offer reliable
denture solutions that restore your confidence to smile freely.

Quality-made dentures from Forever Young Denture Clinic
are designed to increase function to improve chewing ability and
enhance speech so you can speak with ease. A well-fitted denture
fabricated in their clinic, also provides support for facial muscles that
recreate youthful appearance of a natural looking smile.

Owner, Cristina Amores DD with years of experience offers state-
of-the-art methodologies and techniques with precision-denture
fabrication providing several types of dentures, each with special
features and advantages. She pays close attention to each detail
to ensure that your great smile will last for years. Services include
Implant-secured dentures, Complete dentures, Partial dentures,
Immediate dentures, Cosmetic dentures using ceramic porcelain
teeth, Relines, Repairs and Teeth Whitening.

Cristina is a licensed Denturist and a member of the Denturist
Association of Ontario, and the Denturist Association of Canada.

Forever Young Dentures in-house dental laboratory provides
custom design precision dentures, relines, repairs and adjustments
to ensure optimal fit and comfort for their patients.

Contact Forever Young Denture Clinic to book a Free consultation
or visit their website www.foreveryoungdentures.com to book an
appointment online. Inquire about the new (CDCP) Canadian Dental
Care Plan program for seniors 65 and older. Cristina provides
denture services for this program funded by the federal government.

New Patients are welcome. No referral is required. They accept all
types of dental insurance plans including ODSP and Ontario Works,
plus they can also bill directly from your insurance.

Forever Young Denture Clinic is open Monday to Friday from 9
am to 5 pm. Their office is warm and has a friendly staff. They offer
personalized care and ongoing support to ensure that their patients
receive the best quality care they deserve.

westcanpress@gmail.com

print
If You Can Think It, We Can Print It!

|I_"II_'] 10

86 Second Ave. W., Simcoe 519-426-7271

Running a successful printing business requires a combination of
technical skills, creativity, and a strong focus on customer service.
By offering a wide range of printing services, investing in the right
equipment, and building strong client relationships, a printing
business can thrive even in today’s digital landscape.

For over 50+ years Second Ave. Printing has been committed
to quality, customization, and using the latest technology, and
will continue to play an essential role in helping individuals and
b?sinesses communicate, promote, and celebrate through the power
of print.

Whetherit’s printed custom corporate apparel Second Ave. Printing
features all the leading brands from AplhaBroder, SanMar Canada,
Stormtech, and Trimark. They provide professional screen printing
and embroidery services, corporate promotional gifts, personalized
calendars, pens, magnets, mugs, golf accessories, Knives & Multi-
Tools, Coolers & Insulated Bags, Watches & Accessories, USB
Drives, Briefcases, Bags & Totes gadgets and technology, and much
more.

In the printing business, customer satisfaction is crucial. Offering
clear communication, meeting deadlines, and accommodating
custom requests can help build a reputation for reliability and quality.
Quick response times and willingness to work with customers to
meet their needs go a long way toward earning repeat business.

Guided by local owner, Tom Gamelin, President, the team ai
Second Ave. Printing brings years of expertise to every project,
ensuring professional results and helpful guidance throughout the
process. They provide personalized digital and offset printing to their
customers at a competitive price.

Second Ave. Printing image building services include signage,
banners, vehicle magnets, A-frames, lawn signs, exterior flags, pop-
up tradeshow banners, and that’s not all.

We suggest that you call, e-mail or drop by for a free quote on
your next project.

You can also shop online at www.secondaveprinting.com and
learn more about this unique local business that comes highly
recommended.

Like us on Facebook. www.facebook.com/secondaveprinting/

Follow us on Instagram @secondaveprinting

A A Benjamin Moore

Ml My Paint & Decor

Your Decorating Solution

100 Young St., Simcoe 519-428-4066
142 Simcoe St.,Tillsonburg 519-842-2833

When it comes to home improvement projects, few things transform
a space as dramatically as a fresh coat of paint. Whether you'’re
revamping a single room or giving your entire home a makeover,
selecting the right paint store can make all the difference.

Most homeowners don’t want to spend a lot of time shopping from
place to place. So, it makes sense to visit a specialist who has all the
choices you need under one roof. It is precisely for this reason My
Paint & Decor has become the choice of overwhelmed homeowners,
discerning designers, value-minded landlords, property managers
and builders since 1982.

My Paint & Decor is a family-owned-and-operated business
guided by The Varro Family who are assisted by a professional,
knowledgeable team.

Founded in 1883, Benjamin Moore has become one of the most
trusted names in paint, known for its exceptional quality, wide range
of colors, and commitment to innovation.

With over 3,500 colors, c offers a wider selection than many other
brands The brand has led the way in eco-friendly practices with its
low- and zero-VOC (volatile organic compounds) paint options.

Some of the newest products include the ultra-premium AURA®,
along with REGAL®, ben® paint and Element Guard® exterior paint,
that perform in any weather, no matter the season.

My Paint & Decor sell solar & decorative window film, Benjamin
Moore and Allcolour industrial coatings, Odie’s wood products, Insl-X,
Sansin® Naturally Perfect® wood protection, stains and finishes,
Timber Pro and Old Masters Premium wood finishes, Livos-natural
wood oils, custom aerosol spray cans, wallpaper, home decor, Titan,
FinishPro and Graco® paint spray equipment, paint brushes, rolls
& trays, masking tape, plus Mirka dust free sanders, with rentals
available.

My Paint & Decor provides window blinds, shades, and shutters,
along with free in-home consultations. They feature a selection by
leading manufacturers Graber, Sun Glow, Alta, and Maxxmar.

Shop in person or online at www.mypaintanddecor.com, where you
can also view Tips from the Pros- How to videos.

Give the gift of COLOUR this holiday season with gift certificates
from My Paint & Decor.
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Alexandrla, Virginia: a wonderful surprise!

OH,
THE
PLACES

WE’LL
GO!

PAUL KNOWLES
Tillsonburg Post Columnist

Okay, I am going to be honest here. When
a travel writer is invited to visit a new desti-
nation, it is incumbent upon him or her to do
some research, and usually I do —really.

But our stop in Alexandria, Va. was near
the end of a multi-destination US road trip
that lasted more than a month. So, I had
planned to do the advance research while en
route, but I didn’t,

which meant that Alexandria, the small
city just across the Potomac River from
Washington, D.C., was a surprise — a really,
really great surprise because we quite fell in
love with this historic community.

Alexandria is rich with history, but is also
a neighbour to the space-age wonders of the
Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Air & Space Museum
in Chantilly, Va.

Let’s go back in time first. Alexandria is
eminently walkable and your walking tour
of Old Town Alexandria will include a stroll
down cobblestone streets lined with houses
built in the 1700s.

You’ll also see the Spite House, described
as “the skinniest historic house in America”
at just seven feet wide with a tiny area of 325
square feet. It wasn’t built, first of all, to be
a residence — although it is still occupied to-
day — but it was erected in 1830 to block an
alley, in which loiterers were, well, loitering
and bothering the neighbours.

The streets of Old Town Alexandria lead
to the busy waterfront where there are ter-
rific restaurants — we dined at Jula’s on the
Potomac with the wonderful view the name
promises — and a unique art facility, the
Torpedo Factory Art Center. The Torpedo
Factory was just that, a munitions plant in
World War II, and there is a disarmed tor-
pedo just inside one entrance to underline
this heritage. But today, the centre is home
to 72 juried-artist studios and 10 galleries.

The fascinating Apothecary Museum — an
unexpected delight. All photos by Paul
Knowles

The artists are there creating their works and
happy to stop and chat with interested poten-
tial patrons.

Perhaps our biggest pleasant surprise in Al-
exandria was the Stabler-Leadbeater Apoth-
ecary Museum. This very small museum,
just one of the storefronts on Fairfax Street,
didn’t seem very promising when we entered
but, as is often the case, [ was dead wrong,. It
was a fascinating tour with an added level of
delight for any fan of the Harry Potter stories,
which I definitely am.

The apothecary, founded in 1792, was op-
erated by the same family for 141 years and
then became a museum in 1939. In something
of a miracle when it comes to preserving the
past, almost everything in the two-story
museum is original to the pharmacy — even
some of the ingredients are still in the bottles.
One unique item is a handwritten request to
pharmacist Edward Stabler from Martha
Washington, wife of George.

“Mrs. Washington desires Mr. Stabler will
send by the bearers a quart bottle of his best
castor oil and the bill for it. Mount Vernon,
April 22, 1802.”

It didn’t help much at all as Martha passed
away exactly one month later.

On the second storey, in the area used for
warehousing and preparation of ingredients,
there are still storage boxes with their orig-
inal labels, and here is where Harry Potter
enters the picture because there are boxes
bearing the names “Dragon’s Blood,” “Uni-
corn Root,” “Mandrake Root” and other
terms familiar to fans of the young wizard.
For the pharmacists of the 19th century, these
were the fanciful names of natural ingredi-
ents, which they used in their medicines with
varying degrees of success.

But leaving the 18th and 19th centuries be-
hind, let’s travel ahead to the 20th and 21st
centuries and venture off this planet entire-
ly at the Steven F. Advar-Hazy Air & Space
Museum.

This facility is home to about 200 aircraft
from some of the earliest attempts at flight to

The Spite House, only seven feet wide.

thoroughly modern aircraft. Visitors can get
up close to classic craft like a Sopwith Cam-
el, a World War I British fighter biplane, or,
on a much larger scale, to the Space Shuttle
Discovery, which sits in the midst of a gigan-
tic hangar filled with all manner of artifacts
from space exploration, including the Can-
adarm.

I found it especially intriguing that the col-
lection of aircraft here includes “enemy air-
craft” such as World War II planes flown in
battle against the Allies by Japan and Germa-
ny, some of the latter still bearing the swas-
tika emblem. It ain’t pretty, but it’s authentic.

Visitors will spend several hours as they
explore even a portion of the fascinating ex-
hibits at the air and space museum which,
by the way, is just one of two such facilities

under the umbrella of the Smithsonian. The
sister museum is in Washington.

Alexandria has been honoured as one of
the “best cities in the U.S.” and as a “top-
three best small city in the U.S.” by leading
travel media. Not having visited every small
city in our neighbour to the south, I cannot be
an accurate judge.

But I can say Alexandria quickly became
one of our favourite destinations anywhere,
and having read this article, you are now
much more prepared for your visit than [ was.
You're welcome..

Paul Knowles is an author and travel
writer, and President of the Travel Media
Association of Canada. To contact Paul
about travel, his books, or speaking en-
gagements, email pknowles@golden.net.

Some of the 200 aircraft at the Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Air & Space Museum including the
mysterious, matte black reconnaissance aircraft, the Lockheed SR-71A Blackbird.
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Tillsonburg council briefs

Water park hours return to normal an event to celebrate the 200th anniver-
sary of the town’s founding.

The approved motion was to move any
unused funds from the cultural grants
and Twin City budgets to the 2025

Founder’s Day event.

After operating with extended hours
for 2023 and 2024 due to the closure of
the indoor pool, the Lake Lisgar Wa-
ter Park will return to normal hours in
2025.

The hours will be 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Relief coming on fees at transfer

Funding for Founder’s Day station

Council approved reallocating some  1here may be a fee reduction com-

2024 unspent funds to Founder’s Day, ing for tipping fees at the Tillsonburg

MUSEUM

TILLSONBURG HYDRO POWER STATION

was located at the northeast corner of Concession east and Park Street on Lake Lisgar.
Using the Holly System (water-driven rotary pump that could supply water under pressure
to fire hydrants) the Stoney Creek would drive over the rotary pumps and fall 28 feet into
Lake Lisgar.

(PHOTO: ANNANDALE NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE'S ARCHIVAL COLLECTIONS.
Thank you to Laurel Beechey and Kathleen Waitkin for delving into the archives to researching these images.)

Weekend Quiz

1) What does Ariel give to Ursula in exchange for legs?

2) What do you call an animal that sleeps during the day and is awake at night?
3) Who was the Egyptian pharaoh known for building the Great Sphinx?

4) How long is a millennium?

5) What country has the most oil reserves?

6) How many dice are used in Yahtzee?

7) What year did Blockbuster close?

8) Who won the Jake Paul vs Mike Tyson fight?

Transfer Station associated with an au-
tomatic charge for both items in a trail-
er and vehicle, even though the vehicle
may be empty.

Noting there was a $39,000 surplus in
tipping fee revenue, Coun. Bob Parsons
raised the possibility.

“If we have this fluctuation, we may
be able reduce the cost to our citizens
of having to take things to the transfer
station. That would be a win,” he said.

Director of Operations Jonathan Gra-
ham said this was a county fee, but
Mayor Deb Gilvesy said a resolution to
that effect was passed at county council.

Town searching for new director of
operations

Nov. 14 was Direct of Operations Jon-
athan Graham’s last meeting with the
town. He is moving to the city of Lon-
don.

Tillsonburg appointed Chris Baird,
who was the interim director of rec-
reation, culture and parks and had ex-
perience in public works with Norfolk
County, will fill the position until some-
one is hired.

The cost of new bus shelters has in-
creased.

Town council received a report that
the cost of 12 bus shelters increased
due to relocation of one shelter and a
larger concrete base needed on each of
the 12 stops where the shelters are to be
installed. A grant will cover 90 per cent
of the $207,000 cost, but the additional
cost would require submitting the grant
application, which could jeopardize the

funding.

Mayor Deb Gilvesy suggested an easy
solution is to install one less shelter, but
that idea was shut down by staff as it
would require an amendment to the ap-
plication.

Council approved spending an addi-
tional $32,000 for the shelters, and tak-
ing the money from the infrastructure
reserve fund.

Tillsonburg calls for rural road
safety funding

Tillsonburg council endorsed a motion
from the Ontario Good Roads Associa-
tion calling on the province to invest in
a rural road safety program.

The motion, put forward by Coun.
Bob Parsons, points out that 55 per cent
of fatalities occur on rural roads, de-
spite only 17 per cent of the population
living in rural municipalities. It also
points to smaller municipalities limited
tax base to fund road improvements and
asks the province to fund a rural roads
safety program.

Town phone app to be promoted

The Tillsonburg phone app will re-
ceive a boost after Coun. Kelly Spen-
cer brought forward a motion at the last
council meeting.

Spencer’s motion centred on using the
app for awareness of people with de-
mentia wandering, and using it to make
people aware of any potential situations.
The awareness initiative will also make
citizens aware of the need to have push
notifications enabled on their phones to
be made aware of emergent situations.

BRIDGE CLUB DONATES TO LOCAL CHARITIES

A

nJ |

The Tillsonburg Bridge Club donated $500 each to the Helping Hands Food Bank and The
Salvation Army at the club’s weekly bridge game on Friday, Nov. 5. The club has made
annual donations around Christmas time for many years. This year, with the demands on
charitable organisations as high as they are, the club decided to pitch in a bit early.
(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

9) What company is known for their Pumpkin Spice Latte?
10) What year did the US introduce two-letter state abbreviations?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 35
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Tlllsonburg pool to open
on January 31

Workers have been busy working to complete the tiling on the pool deck. Once the pool is open,
programs will resume. Along with the pool, there is a new second floor meeting room, a barri-

er-free pool viewing area, a health club addition and a new customer service base.
(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

An updated completion schedule for the
addition and renovation at the Tillson-
burg Community Centre has pushed the
completion date back to open on Jan. 31.

An update report that was scheduled
to be presented to council on Monday
night, set the new date, citing delays in
delivery of material and a revised exteri-
or grading plan requiring modifications.
The delays will bring an additional price
tag of $13,880 for another two months of
oversight from project manager a+ Link.
There will be a push to partially open the
expanded health club prior to that date.

Interviewed prior to the completion of
the report, Chris Baird, project manag-
er for the addition and refurbishment of
the Tillsonburg Community Centre, said
drywalling is done, and tiling of the pool
deck is the big task remaining.

“It’s just really dependent on the tile
work and how quickly that gets done,”
he said, adding the task is tiling what is
equivalent to half a football field with
two-inch-square tiles.

The project includes replacing the pool
deck and coping. The pool basin tiles
were cleaned and regrouted. Outside of
the pool area, other additions include a
new second-floor meeting room, a bar-
rier-free second-floor pool viewing area,
an addition to the health club and a new
customer service base.

“We’re going to push that as the new en-
trance,” Baird said.

He was hired by the town as project
manager to work two days a week after
Director of Recreation, Culture and Parks
Julie Columbus left earlier this year.
Baird had worked in that position on an
interim basis prior to Columbus’ hire and
was familiar with the project.

Since the construction started in spring
2023, there have been delays due to avail-
ability of structural steel and other build-
ing materials. The original opening date
of May 2024, was pushed to September
and now December. Baird acknowledged
residents’ frustrations, and he is pushing
the contractor to stay on schedule. He is
also sticking to the budget modification
that was passed by council this summer,
adding $418,000 to the $5.12 million
original cost.

“We want this open as soon as possi-
ble,” he said. “You can only push so hard
because we don’t want to compromise
quality. We know it’s been an inconve-
nience.”

When the work is complete, cleaning
needs to take place as well as instruction
in how the new mechanical systems op-
erate. Baird said exterior work may con-
tinue after the interior updates are done
as there is a wait for a few pieces for the
fagade.

A video update for the project posted by
the town provides visual insight into what
has been completed to date.

An artist’s rendering of the customer service entrance shows the new customer service area in
the community centre. It will be AODA compliant and will be promoted as the main entrance.

(SUBMITTED PHOTO)

Tillsonburg council
grapples with red tape of
volunteer help

JEFF HELSDON

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

A discussion at Tillsonburg coun-
cil on removing grape vines along the
Trans-Canada Trail morphed into a
larger debate on the red tape associated
with volunteer assistance.

Council reviewed a recommenda-
tion from the Parks, Beautification and
Cemeteries Committee at its Nov. 14
meeting to remove grape vines along
the stretch of the trail between Quarter
Line and Tillson Ave. The staff recom-
mendation was to reject the request,
saying the committee recommendation
that a committee member with a pesti-
cide license deal with the issue wasn’t
possible and it was at least $200 an hour
to pay a licensed operator to complete
the work.

After Mayor Deb Gilvesy asked about
committee member Paul DeCloet, who
has a pesticide license, doing the work,
Director of Recreation, Culture, and
Parks Andrea Greenway said there is
no insurance when a volunteer does the
job and the town doesn’t have anyone
on staff with a pesticide license. Gil-
vesy questioned why there wasn’t any
staff with a pesticide license.

Coun. Pete Luciani, who is on the
committee, said the grape vines must
be removed to allow other native vege-
tation to take off.

“If we are going to clean up the trail
at all, this has to go forward,” he said.

Luciani pointed out DeCloet has done
extensive work on the trail, including
planting trees.

“If we aren’t letting him do this, may-
be we shouldn’t let him plant trees,” he
said. “It doesn’t make sense we have
individuals in town willing to put their
expertise forward and we shut them
down.”

Gilvesy asked what the difference is
with the Tillsonburg Horticultural Soci-
ety working on flower gardens in town,
as they are not a paid contractor and
don’t have insurance. Greenway said
the town has an agreement with them,
and they aren’t handling chemicals.

Coun. Chris Parker also said if a vol-
unteer is willing to volunteer, council
should find a way to let them. He sug-
gested referring the motion back to staff
to look at it further.

“I hate to see a volunteer willing to
work in the community and improve the
beautification of our trails not be able to
do it,” he said.

Gilvesy noted that service clubs also
have issues when they are willing to
provide volunteer labour or financial
backing for an initiative.

“We need to find workarounds for
this,” she said.

Luciani suggested perhaps the solu-
tion is for DeCloet to join the horticul-
ture society. Council referred the issue
to the committee to secure a vendor
with the necessary license and insur-
ance.

THE SADIES AT THE MILL

Juno-award winning band The Sadies played in Tillsonburg at the Mill on Nov. 16. The
Canadian band won the 2023 Juno for Adult Alternative Album of the Year and the stop in

Tillsonburg was part of a tour in Canada and Europe.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
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Griff helps chuck pucks, donations toward United Way

JEFF TRIBE

Post Contributor

With 1,206 Oxford County students
‘representing’ in their school colours
and enthusiastically cheering champions
through a trio of challenges, there was a
hint of Harry Potter Triwizard Tourna-
ment-like magic to the United Way Ox-
ford (UWO) Stairclimb.

“In a way, I guess it’s kind of similar,”
said Kherington Spanjers, one of two
Glendale Gemini competitors.

The Triwizard Tournament brought
together three magical educational in-
stitutions at Hogwarts, the UWO Stair-
climb representatives from all seven
high schools in Oxford congregating at
Woodstock’s Reeves complex the morn-
ing of Thursday, November 7th. Beyond
the stairclimb component, an attendant
UWO quest for glory was contested on
the arena ice surface in front of loudly
cheering, face-painted, school-by-school
contingents.

“That was really like, motivating,” said
Spanjers.

She and Sophia Silliker faced consid-
erably less danger of death by dragon,
drowning or Voldemort than Harry Pot-
ter, but the opening ‘magic carpet ride’,
a tandem seated slide on a mat up and
down the arena’s ice surface, did present
a chilly muscle-straining marathon.

“It was pretty tough,” admitted Silliker.
“It was a good workout.”

The pair also competed in a mas-
cot-wrapping competition complicated
by crepe paper’s tendency to tear and fall
to the ice. However, the Glendale trio:

Silliker, Spanjers and Griff the mascot,
broke through in the chuck-a-puck com-
petition. A puck originally thrown by
Spanjers was knocked forward into the
target cone after being struck by a puck
thrown by Griff - whose human compo-
nent, as per school tradition, shall remain
anonymous.

The event victory was the first ‘in a
while’ for Glendale, and part of an overall
positive experience said Silliker.

“It was really fun.”

Gemini pride, school spirit and enjoy-
ment of a high-energy event aside, the
Stairclimb represents deeper purpose.
Student attendance comes via a suggest-
ed $20 or higher fund-raised donation.
The 2024 student-raised total hit $37,805
said UWO Executive Director Kelly Gil-
son, bringing its 20-year running total to
$471,576.

Master of Ceremonies Eric Collins em-
phasized the school spirit and energy on
display were both impressive, but stu-
dents were also ‘changing lives.’

“This really matters to our students and
our schools and of course it matters to our
community because we all benefit,” said
Gilson.

Money raised makes a ‘big difference’
she continued, helping fund programs
for example, supporting school nutrition,
mentoring and literacy.

“There are so many ways United Way
funding impacts children of all ages. It
gives them the tools and opportunities to
thrive.”

The event was a natural fit for Glen-
dale’s Mikaelee MacDouell, whose
teaching repertoire includes community

=
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Glendale champions Kherington Spanjers (foreground, left) and Sophia Silliker head out on

the United Way Oxford Stairclimb magic carpet ride.

engagement and civic action.

“The kids were so lovely about it and
invested,” she said, pleased with a posi-
tive educational opportunity around the
importance of engaging with the broader
community and UWO’s motivation, focus
and operational excellence throughout.

“They had it covered from the start.”

Not sure what to expect, MacDouell
was also impressed with the students’
positive attitude and engagement, demon-
strating school spirit and willingness to
step up and contribute out of the ‘good-
ness of their hearts.’

“Just an example of excitement and an-
ticipation and community support.”

Oxford county levy increase

at 8.7 per cent

(JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)

Everyone says ‘donate, donate, donate,’
said Silliker, knowing where that money
is going is an important part of the equa-
tion, a base well covered by the United
Way.

“And that it’s going straight to the com-
munity.”

In conclusion, Spanjers said everyone
involved agreed the event was ‘super fun’,
encouraging others to attend in the future
to share both in that fun and its underly-
ing purpose.

“Overall, yes, it is fun. But the money
everyone raised to be here is going to-
ward a good cause.

“And that’s the most important part.”

tillsonburgpost.com

JEFF HELSDON

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

After the first budget session of Oxford County Coun-
cil, the draft budget increase is sitting at 8.7 per cent.

Councillors were initially presented a budget with an
increase of 12.6 per cent on Nov. 20. A motion passed to
remove an exemption for development charges on indus-
trial buildings was expected to raise more than $3 mil-
lion, which brought the increase down to 8.7 per cent.

Warden Marcus Ryan explained that a 12.6 per cent
increase is not a great start as this works out to 13.6 per
cent for municipalities outside of Woodstock. He has
been on county council 11 years and said the decrease
from the development charge motion made a big differ-
ence.

“In all those budgets, I’ve seen a change of 4.3 per
cent in a single step,” he said. “We’ll keep looking and
other councillors will too.”

County council also passed a motion pushing back on
the province against the rate of growth coming down
from the upper tier. The motion spoke to the sustainabil-
ity of ongoing, rapid growth and the impacts on home-
lessness, school spaces, primary medical care, and the
pressure on green space and agricultural land.

Mayor Deb Gilvesy, who seconded the motion on de-
velopment charges, said growth is responsible for a lot
of the increases.

Providing an example, Ryan pointed to the $400,000

in the budget to hire four paramedics. He said calls are
up because people don’t have a doctor, have a long wait
to see their doctor or have mental health issues. The al-
ternative to not hiring the paramedics is increased re-
sponse times.

“That’s backdoor downloading from the province,” he
said.

There is also increasing the budget to support green
initiatives, rising court security costs, and rural library
programs.

“We can’t continue to accept the growth at the rate
the province is asking us to because we are seeing the
impact on residents,” Marcus said.

He pointed to the ‘new deals’ that were given to To-
ronto and Ottawa, and said something was needed in
Oxford as well.

While Ryan said an increase in the area of six per cent
is responsible, Gilvesy agreed she would like to see the
increase trimmed from the current 8.7. She suggested
delaying the green initiatives, looking at discretionary
items and looking for efficiencies.

“There’s a few things from my standpoint I would
need to enquire about before giving it the go-ahead,”
she said.

The challenge, the Tillsonburg mayor explained, is
having the infrastructure to support growth.

“It’s trying to find the right balance where we’re not
overburdening taxpayers of today to pay for the infra-
structure of tomorrow,” Gilvesy said.

Mattress & Furniture Store

C Unit5 & 6
' 25 Spruce St.,
\ . Tillsonburg
| | 519-688-7744
\ Open Mon-Sat

9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

* Special deals on all sizes of mattresses
* Furniture for every room in your home!
¢ Decorator furniture, modern furniture,
retro furniture, antiques, pictures and more!
¢ Specializing in Queen and King
mattresses and box springs!

Over 8,000 sq. ft. of savings!

We do accept E-Transfer
Delivery Available
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COMING EVENTS

PORT ROWAN HOMETOWN
CHRISTMAS CRAFT SHOW

Saturday, December 7th, 9am-5pm &
Sunday December 8th, 10am -4pm

PORT ROWAN COMMUNITY CENTER,
14 COLLEGE AVENUE

Over 40 vendors, Non-Perishable Food Drop
off

TALK TILLSONBURG’S 9TH
CHILDREN SHOP FOR CHRISTMAS
Saturday December 7th, 2024; 9am to 1pm
Upper Deck Youth Centre

OTTERVILLE UNITED CHURCH
PRESENTS

PROCLAMATION QUARTTET
November 17; 2:00 p.m.

231 Main St. E., Otterville

Music to bless your heart!

DANCE FEATURING KEN LIGHT-
HEART & BAND

2 STEP - LINE - 50-60'S

Dec. 20 & 27; 1-4 pm

Tillsonburg Legion

$6.00 adm.

THE LANGTON CATHOLIC WOM-
EN’S LEAGUE PIE & EUROPEAN
BAKE SALE

December 14th; 9am-1pm

Pie pickup at the Langton Community Centre
during the Santa Claus parade, location Europe-
an Bake sale booth. Choice of apple, blueberry,
cherry. Preorder by cut-off date December 6th.
To order contact Jeannette Major at 519-875-
4952 or jmamajor@hotmail.com

THE SOUNDING JOY

Saturday, December 7th; 2 pm

88 Bidwell Street, Tillsonburg

Under the direction of Shelley Vermeersch, St.
Paul's United Church choir and friends will per-
form a cantata "The Sounding Joy". Please use
the ramp doors.

88 Bidwell Street, Tillsonburg
A family oriented event with snacks, crafts (for
kids & adults), music, games, story and lunch.

COMMUNITY KITCHEN LUNCHEON
Every Saturday
Doors open at 10:30 am

THE FRIENDSHIP TABLE - FREE
FRIENDSHIP DINNERS

Monday, Dec. 9, 2024,

Monday, Jan. 13, Feb. 10, Mar. 10, Apr. 14,
May 12, June 9, 2025;

Doors open at 4:30.

Dinner Served 5:00-6:30

St. Mary’s Church Basement, Corner of
Rolph St & Venison St, Tillsonburg
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
HELPING THOSE IN NEED. GOOD NEWS!!
FREE FRIENDSHIP DINNERS ARE BACK!
Everyone Welcome

GREATER THAN THE

SUM 11

Norwich United Church

Tuesday December 10th at 7:30pm.

The Norwich Musical Society Band will host
a Christmas concert in combination with
the Mitchell Legion Band. Admission is by
donation.

ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH
EVENTS:
88 Bidwell Street

ST. PAUL’S MESSY CHURCH PRES-
ENTS: “LET’S DECORATE DECEM-
BER” CRAFTS & GAMES

December 7th 10-12 noon

TILLSONBURG AND DISTRICT
HISTORICAL SOCIETY EVENTS:

Monday, December 9th; 5:30 pm

Annandale House NHS

December General Meeting. The meeting will
our annual Christmas Dinner starting at 5:30
p.m. Bring your favorite main course or des-
sert as well as eating utensils and dishes. All
are welcome!

Saturday, December 7th; 10:00 pm

Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 153,

16 Durham Street, Tillsonburg

Annual Christmas Dance with the popular
"Back to the 50’s" Band. Advance Tickets are
available for $20 at Annandale NHS, The Roy-
al Canadian Legion, Station Arts Centre and
Sharon Brinn (519 842 6301). Tickets are $25
at the door. There will be a cash bar and snacks
provided. This is a fund raiser for the Society so
invite your friends and family and be prepared
to have a great evening of entertainment and
socializing.

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR:

December 7, 2024; 10 a.m. til 2 p.m

Delhi United Church, 105 Church St., W.,
Delhi, On.

Featuring baking,attic treasures,gift table,-
frozen fruit and meat pies, a penny table and
luncheon.

CHRISTMAS TOY & DONATION DRIVES

CHRISTMAS TOY
DRIVE

Tillsonburg Chiropractic
& Wellness

10 Brock St. E., Tillsonburg
Accepting toy donations for
those under 18 and pets too!
Will be distributed by
Salvation Army. Drop off:
Mon 9am-6pm, Tue 8am-
Ipm, Wed 8am-6pm, Thu
91m-6pm. Info: 226-641-
5155

CHRISTMAS GIFT
DRIVE

Until Nov. 30

Circle of Care Support
Services

Drop off at 19 Baldwin St,
Suite 205, Tillsonburg
Donations needed for se-
niors at local long term care
and retirement facilities.
Gifts will be paired with a
handmade card from local
elementary students. Dona-
tion ideas include: Hygeine/

self-care items, non-slip
socks, throw blankets, puz-
zles/games, sugar-free can-
dy. More info: 519-717-6579
/ circleofcaretillsonburg.org.

FILL THE TRUCK
FOOD DRIVE

Drop off Dec. 1st
Eichenberg Motors

164 Simcoe St., Tillsonburg
Donations going to the Till-
sonburg Helping Hands
Food Bank.

Tiillls @mbywrey ST

PROMOTE YOUR EVENTS WITH US! HERE’S HOW

Deadline: Tuesday prior at 3 p.m. * Contact: info@tillsonburgpost.com
Coming Events are for non-profit organizations to promote their free admission events at no charge. Event listings can include
your event name, date, time and location as well as a phone number, email address or website. If your event is not free admission
or you would like to include more details than stated above, you have the following options:
Coming Events Word Ad (50 word max.) - $10 + hst
Coming Events Boxed Word Ad (50 word max.) - $15 + hst
Display Ad - Sizes begin at a classified business card size for $35 + hst

Greek restaurant opens in town

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

There’s a new cuisine option
in Tillsonburg.

The Olive Eatery opened on
Nov. 12 at 518 Broadway and
features homemade Greek and
North American cuisine.

Valanti Vailiotou and her hus-
band Tony own the new eatery.
Vailiotou and her family are
well known in the area for a
long history of owning restau-
rants. Her family operated the
Bunkhouse restaurant in Delhi
for years after her father Vasso
opened it in 1996. Prior to that,
they operated Dorana’s in Del-
hi, and her uncle is the propri-
etor of Mike’s Delhi Subs.

Vailiotou purchased Delish,
changed the name, food and the
décor.

“We didn’t want people to
think it was Delish still, and we

changed the menu,” she said.

The menu features many
of the items that Delish was
known for, but added sever-
al Greek specialties, fish and
chips and Lake Erie perch.

Vailiotou was raised in
the restaurant business. She
worked her entire life in the
Bunkhouse, starting as a wait-
ress in her teenage years. Then
she moved to the kitchen, and
worked both parts of the restau-
rant. Her dad recently sold the
Bunkhouse, and is still helping
there as well as his daughter.

Speaking to why she opened
up a new restaurant, Vailiotou
answered, “I’d rather have
something of my own and a lit-
tle smaller,” she said.

Going into a little more de-
tail on the Greek items on the
menu, she said there is souvla-
ki, moussaka, calamari and sha-
warma. Although the latter isn’t

thought of as Greek fare, Vail-
iotou said her family is from
Cyprus and food there is a com-
bination of cuisine from Greece
and the Middle East. There is
also traditional North Amer-
ican fare such as roast beef,
lasagna, salmon, salads, wraps
and sandwiches. There is a dif-
ference, however, in the food is
made from scratch. For exam-
ple, the fish is freshly battered
and lasagna is home-made.
There are also gluten-free and
vegetarian options.

“We thought we’d start with a
little bit of everything and then
in a couple of months see what
goes,” she said.

The goal is the business
will appeal to families, busi-
ness people, and constructions
workers.

“I wanted it to feel like a com-
fortable place, a casual and wel-
coming place,” Vailiotou said.

Valanti Vailiotou is the proprietor of The Olive Eatery, a new restaurant in
town featuring Greek and North American fare. Vailiotou purchased Delish
and made several changes before reopening earlier this month.

Those who dine in and were
regulars of Delish will see many
familiar faces as Vailiotou kept
the staff. The Olive Eatery also
offers catering.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
The restaurant is open daily

from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday
to Saturday It presently isn’t li-
censed to serve liquor, but that
process is underway.
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MUSIC CORNER

BEN ANDRESS

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

In the spring of 1980,
most moviegoers were
watching a film about
hyperspace while horror
fans were crowded in the-
aters cheering on camp
counselors in Friday The
13th as they had the worst
summer of their lives. At
the time no one knew that
Jason Voorhees would be-
come a household name.
Even actor Ari Lehman
who portrayed Jason in
the first film of the fran-
chise never would have
imagined the impact he

NOV. 28 - OPEN MIC

Paddy's Underground;
20 John Pound Rd,
Tillsonburg

Free - 7:30pm - all ages/
licensed

NOV. 29 - CHASE
BERES, ELLE
DECLARK & FAYTH
YOUNG

The Copper Mug;

79 Broadway, Tillsonburg
Free - 8pm - all ages/
licensed

NOV. 29 - MUDMEN
Tillsonburg Legion

WITH BILLY GIBBONS

would make and the places
that role would take him.
Friday The 13th grossed
$59.8 million worldwide
and received praise for
Harry Manfredini's film
score and Tom Savini's
innovative special effects
while spawning an icon-
ic franchise that includes
film sequels, television
series, video games and
collectible merchandise.
Some of the surprise suc-
cess is attributed to Savi-
ni's suggestion to producer
and director Sean S. Cun-
ningham to bring back
actor Ari Lehman and the
character Jason Voorhees
during script rewrites.
From his Chicago of-
fice, Ari Lehman recalls
the phone call that was the
catalyst for his film career
and metal band First Ja-
son. "Ari, can you swim?"
Lehman's working rela-
tionship with Cunning-
ham started in 1978 after
Ari snuck into the casting
auditions for the 1978 film
Manny's Orphans landing
the role of Roger and mak-

UPCOMING SHOWS

Branch #153;

16 Durham St, Tillsonburg

$25 - 7:00pm - 19+

NOV. 30 - KING
CASHEW, ROTTING
EPPLES & PRINCESS
PEACE

The Copper Mug;

79 Broadway, Tillsonburg
Free - 9pm - all ages/
licensed

DEC. 1-OLIVIA MAE
GRAHAM

Carriage Hall;

25 Brock St., Tillsonburg
$20 - 1pm - all ages/
licensed

ing him top choice when it
came time to cast young
Jason.

"For months it was up
in the air then we shot the
final sequence. Paramount
Pictures loved that final
scene so much that they
distributed Friday The
13th in 800 theaters across
the country."

While recalling fond
memories from the film
set, Ari Lehman reflects
on the impact that Friday
The 13th made to the hor-
ror genre.

"Nobody expected that
we would be standing here
today talking about the
legacy of Jason Verhoo-
res and this character that
people just embraced. I
never take that for grant-
ed."

After the release of the
film, Lehman studied
classical music and jazz
piano at New York Uni-
versity and recorded with
Interscope Records artists
including reggae Nigerian
singer-songwriter Majek
Fashek. "My life was very

DEC. 5 - OPEN MIC
WITH BILLY GIBBONS
Paddy's Underground;

20 John Pound Rd,
Tillsonburg

Free - 7:30pm - all ages/
licensed

DEC. 6 - DEL SCHOTT
& JAY ROCK

The Copper Mug;

79 Broadway, Tillsonburg
Free - 9pm - all ages/
licensed

DEC. 6 - FIRST JASON
W/ B.A. JOHNSTON
Paddy's Underground;
20 John Pound Rd,

much involved with world
music." During this time
Jason was not a big part
of Ari Lehman's everyday
life.

That changed in 2004
with an invitation from
Tony Tipone to be a part
of Fangoria's Weekend Of
Horror convention in New
Jersey. This was also the
same year the punk met-
al band First Jason was
formed by Lehman with
song lyrics and themes
based off of his role in the
iconic film.

"It's horror and metal
together forever. I saw
a door opening which I
went right through. I'm
very fortunate because
the metal and punk scenes
are very open minded
and give you a chance to
express yourself and find
your voice."

First Jason features Ari
Lehman on vocals and
keytar, Bass Amp on bass
and vocals, Fabian Arroyo
on drums and Eddie Ma-
chete on guitar. The band
is currently touring to sup-

Tillsonburg
$20 - 7:30pm - all ages/
licensed

DEC.7-SYSTEM
DAMAGE

The Copper Mug;

79 Broadway, Tillsonburg
Free - 8pm - all ages/
licensed

DEC. 7- BOBNOXIOUS
Paddy's Underground;

20 John Pound Rd,
Tillsonburg

$20 - 7:30pm - all ages/
licensed

port a recently-released
career spanning compi-
lation album titled Killin'
It, which features appear-
ances from TWIZTID,
Alex Vincent, Courtney
Gains, Tim Cappello and
Ice Nine Kills. First Jason
ends the year in Canada
with tour stops in Tillson-
burg, Guelph and a sold-
out show in Kitchener.

Once home, the band has
plans to write a follow up
to 2017's album To Be A
Monster. Lehman explains
the perfect formula when
asked if elements of his
reggae past would appear
on the new album. "First
Jason has to be heavy. It
has got to be hardcore."

Tillsonburg's rural
woods and quaint pic-
turesque landscape are
comparable to the envi-
ronment that Jason Voor-
hees roamed in Friday
The 13th's fictional Camp
Crystal Lake and makes
the perfect first stop when
First Jason tours Canada
next month.

You can meet the actor

Friday the 13th’s Jason actor hitting the Tillsonburg stage

that played Jason Voor-
hees on Friday, Dec. 6
during the Nightmare Be-
fore Xmas Halloween Par-
ty at Paddy's Underground
located at 20 John Pound
in Tillsonburg. The event
features live music from
First Jason and B.A. John-
ston, local vendors and a
costume contest. Doors
open at 7:30 p.m. with an
8:30 p.m. showtime. Tick-
ets are $20 in advance by
calling the Mill at 519-
842-1878 or by visiting
Eventbrite.ca. Tickets are
available the night of the
show for $30 subject to
availability. This is an
all ages/licensed event.
Meet & Greet packages
are available to purchase
at the First Jason merch
booth. Bring cash to sup-
port local vendors and
touring artists. There is
no ATM on site. This is
a  wheelchair-accessible
venue.

Anyone wanting more
details can visit firstjason.
com or Paddy's Under-
ground Facebook page.

¢ Live Entertainment ¢ Karaoke * NTN Trivia
* Fundraisers ° Birthdays * Anniversaries

* Meetings * & More

Fresh made foods, in house smoked meats and
lot of love, just like Mom used to make.

79 Broadway St, Tillsonburg

519-842-6227

e

PADYS-

UNDERGROUMD

TiLAOMBURS,. ON

20 John Pound Road

Live Music - Comedy - Pub

Tillsonburg

Impact of war in Lebanon felt by Norwich Resident

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

simply not getting through. As the conflict esca-
lates, Nadia fears that she will never see her family
again, her children will grow up without a grandfa-
ther. The conflict between Lebanon and Israel has
been going on since 1948, though Nadia believes it
to be earlier. She recalls her mother telling her of
witnessing buildings collapsing after being hit by

a bomb, and explosions in residential neighbour-
hoods.

“They bring up their children and teach them one
day we will be bombed, because they know we will
be bombed, they are used to it ... I teach my chil-
dren to expect an attack so they are prepared” Na-
dia said. “This big conflict, Israel, Iran, Palestine

it's like they are throwing a ball back and forth, they
want to bomb each other.”

Nadia has been leaning on her faith, finding com-
fort in prayer. She hopes people will pay attention
to what is going on and listen to both sides of the
story, and awareness of what is happening in the
Middle East can bring change.
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SWOX council enters into

agreement for park
development in Mt. Elgin

SACE

CHEESE

COLLECTION
HICKORY FARMS

678 G $3 1 99

COWARD

ASSORTED

CHOCOLATES
MERCI

we >1299

RzPharmaChoice

Part of Tillsonburg's Independent Spirit Since 1874

TERRY’S ORANGE

SR - B

$499

157 G

FUN BOOK
M&Ms

85G

DELECTO
GANONG

$699

265 G

NO SUGAR ADDED

CHOCOLATE
RUSSELL STOVERS
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- RERAP RN
LLEY nnl. i

=
e

85G

DEBBIE KASMAN

Tillsonburg Post Correspondent

At its regular council meeting on Nov.
5, South West Oxford Township (SWOX)
council entered into an agreement with a
local developer to exchange 2.9 acres of
parkland adjacent to the Mount Elgin Com-
munity Centre for an equal amount of land
along the south-west side of Mount Elgin
Road to facilitate the development of a
new, larger park on the southwest side of
Mount Elgin.

This 2.9 acres, plus the purchase of the
former Elgin Hall property, and approx-
imately three-quarters of another acre of
land for additional parking, will bring the
new park’s total area to approximately 3.6
acres.

The former parkland at the Mount El-
gin Community Centre will be developed
for residential housing. In the interim, the
township will lease back the exchanged
land at the Mount Elgin Community Centre

for five years to continue using the existing
ball diamond and tennis court while plan-
ning the new park’s development.

Street Naming

Council voted to change the name of
Highland Avenue to Cooper Drive to hon-
our the Cooper family’s farming contribu-
tion to the area. The street will be part of
phase 6 development of the new subdivi-
sion.

Council appoints Aird & Berlis LLP as
its closed meeting investigator and new
Integrity Commissioner

At the end of October, council appoint-
ed Aird & Berlis LLP as its closed meeting
investigator and new integrity commis-
sioner. The Municipal Act provides for the
appointment of an integrity commissioner
to oversee matters related to ethical con-
duct of members of council. The act also
allows for the appointment of an individual
or organization to investigate complaints
regarding closed meetings.

TILLSONBURGPOST.COM

LIQUID HAND SOAP

CANDLES

2 PACK RINSE AID

B | OVE or DOGS
-

2025
CALENDAR

1 599

HOMEDICS

ERRLS P
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D T
FRELUFEW Y

30%
OFF

LARGE
ASSORTMENT

LIVEICL_EAN COUNTRY HOME SUNLIGHT
A
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g

929 $ 999 $K99

500 ML 4 26 OZ 1 1000 ML 5
CALENDARS HOME MENS OR LADIES
LANG PRODUCTS WALKING SHOES
BIOTIME

SAVE. EVERYDAY. COWARD!

565 BROADWAY STREET, TILLSONBURG

519-842-4081

FREE DELIVERY WITH PRESCIPTION
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 9 - 9, SATURDAY 9 - 5:30, SUNDAY NOON - 4

About Our Showroom

PROUSE SUPPLY

Hitchen & Bath Showroom

What We Offer

Explore our curated collection of
beautiful fixtures, stunning finishes
and innovative designs that will
elevate your home,

Whether you envision a sleek modern
kitchen, or a tranquil spa-inspired
bathroom. our showroom offers
hands on access to products that will
add the perfect finishing touch to
your home projects.

Visit Erin in our Showroom:...
She is ready to support you through

* Tubs

= Showers

» Tub & Shower Doors

= Toilets

» Sinks

* Faucets

» Shower Systems

= Vanities & Countertops
» Lighting

« Bath Fans

Contact Us

your Kitchen & Bath updates!

B 75 spruce street, Tillsonburg

£ 519-842-9410
B prouse@execulink.com
& www.prouseca
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RIDDLES

If athletes get athletes foot then what
do astronauts get?
Missle-toe.

Why was the clock in the cafeteria
always slow?

Because every lunch it went back four
seconds.

What is the hardest thing to hold
that even the strongest person in the
world has difficulty with?

Your breath.

What did the duck say to the waiter?
"Put it on my bill".

Where does a 600 pound gorilla sit?
Anywhere he wants.

What did the doctor say to the rocket
ship?
“Time to get your booster shot".

What did the Nerds Candy want to be
when it grew up?
A Smartie.

What did the bread say to the man?
Nothing, bread can't talk.

What did the bee say to the naughty
bee?
"Bee-hive yourself".

SUDOKU

145
3|76
5119
2|76 1
18 7|2
5 96 8
9132
2(8]6
5/3/1
Solutions on page 35 Simple (0)

MERLIN

MERLIN IS JUST 10 MONTHS OLD. SHE IS ALL
WHITE, BUT WITH BLACK EYEBROWS. SHE LOVES
TO CLIMB, EXPLORE, AND IS INTENSELY AFFEC-
TIONATE. HER FAVOURITE ACTIVITIES ARE PURR-
ING LOUDLY IN YOUR LAP AND ‘DECORATING’ THE

HOUSE WITH YARN. SHE LOVES TO SPREAD JOY
(AND MISCHIEF) EVERY DAY!

\_

PETCENTRES

VISIT US ONLINE!

WWW.RUFFINSTILLSONBURG.COM

589 BROADWAY, TILLSONBURG
MONDAY-TUESDAY: 9AM-7PM
WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY: 9AM-8PM
SATURDAY: 9AM-5PM
SUNDAY: 10AM-5PM

/

NOMINATE YOUR PET TO BE PET OF THE WEEK BY EMAILING INFO@TILLSONBURGPOST.COM

WORD SEARCH
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- SIMPLY
SECONDHAND

OMMUNITY SHOP

All New Brand Name
Clothing

T®T @

% BACK BY ,

" POPULAR DEMAND!!!
Just in time for Christmas

Mens, Women's and Kids. Come
early for best selection. Piles of
new clothing added daily. Lots of
Christmas Clothing too. See ya soon!!

(Excludes coats, jackets, snowsuits, outerwear)

$ o

15,000 sq ft chock full of
gently used vintage

to now treasures and
New Liquidation Overstock

25 Spruce St., Unit 10,
Tillsonburg

IO T
]
I

Ll

LA . A
CHRISTMAS AT ANNANDALE HOUSE
Annandale House officially entered Christmas mode on Friday night when program
assistant Kathleen Watkin (lower photo) plugged in the lights on the front lawn. The
seven decorated trees in the photo represent the seven service clubs in town. Annan-
dale House was part of the Holiday Tour of Homes on Saturday after several volunteer
groups decorated rooms in festive splendour. In the upper photo, Mary Jane Keyes, left,

and Vera Vilez were two of the 18 volunteers decorating the home. (JEFF HELSDON PHOTOS)

MEMORIES AND MILESTONES:

Share them with your local community.

Let us help you honour and celebrate
every chapter of life — from anniversaries
to obituaries, and everything in between.
Commemorate the moments that matter in the

Fillsonlywee 2osy

Let us help create a meaningful announcement:

info@tillsonburgpost.com
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GEORGE’S
AUTO REPAIR
], (o

LESA JORDAN SPELLER
February 21, 1964 - November 23, 2024

AUTOMOTIVE FIREPLACES & HVAC M OBITUARY

W This is to celebrate the life and legacy of a
| truly remarkable soul, Lesa Jordan Speller,

Fireplaces | Heating | Cooling 1) Her voice

- - = Heating & Cooling Sales & Service || who was called to the Lord’s side on the
Tlre serVIceS | 0I| Changes e Furnace Repairs & Sales 2) NOCturnal 'I' 23rd of November, 2024. Born on the 21st of

A A ® Heat Pump Installation & Service Feb: 1964, in the h f Tillsonb
Maintenance & Repairs . F,-,ep,a‘;e Sales & Service 3) Pharaoh Khafre ' Ontarto. Lesa ’J;fda'n"‘w;“’; eacon of ﬁ‘gf;
519 842-7058 « GEORGESAUTO.CA e Air Conditioner Sales & Repairs 4 1 0 0 0 and love in the community she cherished so
72-A Vienna Rd., Tillsonburg ) 4 years | dearly. It is in this same beloved town that she

10 Bridge St W., Tillsonburg

southcoastfireplace.com | 519-688-2468
OPEN MONTO FRI: 8 AM - 5 PM

peacefully entered into eternal rest.

5) Venezuela

Tusa-r Lesa Jordan was the embodiment of faith and
6) FiVe selflessness, a woman whose very essence was
defined by her unwavering belief in the Lord.

7 2 0 1 4 She was a testament to the power of living a life
) guided by thoughtfulness and a deep, abiding

YO U R B U S I N E S S 8) J_ake Paul love for others. Her family was the cornerstone

of her life, and she leaves behind a legacy of love and devotion. Predeceased by her

loving husband Randy (2022) and her mother Brenda (2017). Survived by her father,

9) Starbucks Hunter Floyd, her step-children Keeley Speller and Miranda Duffy, her brother-in-
law, Rick Speller, with his wife Cathy, and her sister-in-law, Katherine Mclntyre,
10) 1 9 63 along with her husband Brian, all bear witness to the profound impact she had on

their lives. Lesa Jordan was also a loving aunt and great aunt, whose presence will
be profoundly missed by her many nieces, nephews, and great-nieces and nephews.

Lesa Jordan’s commitment to her calling was evident in her professional life as a
dedicated nurse at Maple Manor Nursing Home in Tillsonburg. Her career was
more than a job; it was a ministry of caring, where she touched the lives of countless
individuals with her compassion and grace. She walked in the footsteps of the Great
Healer, bringing comfort and solace to those in her care.

GLASS & MIRROR Advertise

370-B Simcoe St Here!

Tillsonburg, ON N4G 2J9

Her life was a symphony of joyous praise, and her love for singing was a reflection
9 6 2 14 5 7 8 3 of her strong faith in the Lord. Lesa Jordan’s voice, raised in songs of worship, was
Tel: 519-842-4970 | Fax: 519-842-3385 S ? - . s
. e 8 4 3 7 6 2 1 5 9 a source of inspiration and comfort to all who had the privilege to hear it. She lived
Replacement Window Specialists the words of Psalm 104:33, “I will sing to the Lotd all my life; I will sing praise to my
royalglasstillsonburg@gmail.corn 7 5 1 9 8 3 2 4 6 God as long as I live.” Her melodies were a testament to her devotion and a reminder
2 7 6 8 9 4 5 3 1 of the beauty of a life lived in harmony with God’s will.
Lesa Jordan was a woman of many virtues, but if one were to choose the words that
A C C 0 U N T I N G F O OT C A R E 1 8 9 3 5 6 4 7 2 best encapsulated her spirit, they would be faith-filled, selfless, and thoughtful. She
5 3 4 2 1 7 9 6 8 navigated life’s trials with grace and always placed the needs of others before her
Need to catch up and file several 4/1/8l6l719[3]2]5 i:tzoﬁe:v:xz:;l:ei :;::;"‘i S preaching the gospel of love and service
years of income tax returns? \ € ’
. . o PerEliue 3 9 5 4 2 8 6 1 7 As we bid farewell to Lesa Jordan Speller, let us not dwell on the sorrow of her
DaV|d Slmmonds Cg X ADVAMCED FOOT CARE 6/2/715/3/118!/914 passing but rather celebrate the profound impact she had on each of us. Her
MBA CPA CGA onstructlop 39 North Street East, Unit B, Tillsonburg spirit will continue to guide and inspire us, and her memory will be a blessing that
Call me at * ManUfaCthlng enriches our lives. In the words of the great evangelist, Billy Graham, “My home is
« Transportation Book Online: in Heaven. I’m just traveling through this world.” Lesa Jordan has now reached her
51 9-842-4279 + Professionals : S H O P eternal home, and while we will miss her dearly, we rejoice in the knowledge that she
L o C u L is singing with the angels, forever praising the Lord she so dearly loved.
M 0 RT GAG E S P E C IA L I S T P S YC H OT H E RA P Y ° May her soul rest in the everlasting peace of Christ, and may her story continue to
SAVE be a beacon of hope and love for all who remember her. Amen.
. . . Please join the family for a visitation honoring Lesa Jordan at Ostrander’s Funeral
9 9
Earn 8% to |3% interest investing in VINCENT LIZOTTE SN LOCAL * Home, 43 Bidwell St., Tillsonbutg on Wednesday, December 4, 2024 from 5:00-8:00
private mortgages secured by real estate. Offering Individual and Couples Therapy pm. There will be 2 memorial service for Lesa Jordan on Thursday, December 5,
. . Support the local businesses that keep your 2024 at 1:00 pm at the Church of Living Water, 5 Rouse St., Tillsonburg. Memorial
David Simmonds e cmce . 548 881 1364 community and its newspapers thriving. donations to the Church of Living Water can be made directly to the church or by
Mortgage Agent Level 2 — Brokerage License 12728 vlncentl%zotte((ljprotonnlﬂll.COIn contacting Ostrander’s Funeral Home. Personal condolences and memories can be
519-403-5020 vincentlizotte.com ADVESTRE Wiz shared at www.ostrandersfuneralhome.com
518 Broadway St, Tillsonburg, ON, N4G 3S7

david@davidsimmonds.ca

Be Brave. Find Flow. Cause Connection. Let’s Get Clear.

Buying, selling, providing

= s Advertise a service? Get the word out
ey e U 4202 Here! in the classifieds.

alignyogaandpilatesstudio.com

PAINTING TACKLE & FISHING SUPPLIES Accounting * Bookkeeping

S N Corporate business tax *
ERIE & CREEH Personal income tax

LONTEMPORHRY TACHLE

PHINTING AND DES I GN

David Simmonds wmsacracca
Chartered Professional Accountant

19 Ridout Street East, Tillsonburg ON N4G 2C6

CHRIS IMHOFF N
OWNER il il

FALL HOURS:
MoN - WED 10AM - 5pM | THU - FRI 10AM - 5:30PM
SAT - 10AM - 3PM | SUN - 10AM - 2PMm

519-842-4279 info@simmondscpa.ca

905-325-1189 & " -

“fa I [
I3HRIS@CDNTEMF‘DRARYF‘AINTINGANDDESIGN.CEIM

CONTEMPORARYPAINTINGANDDESIGN.COM

ERIEANDCREEKTACKLE.CA
FACEBOOK OR INSTAGRAM: @ERIEANDCREEKTACKLE TILLSONBURGPOST.COM
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Honoaring my jather

Hector Verhoeve

e  (December 51, 1955 — Decemben 3. 2015)
MAURICE J. VERHOEVE FUNERAL HOMES - -

Burial and Cremation Services Inc.

The date of December 3rd, 2020 marks 5 years since our special father, grandfather, husband, sibling, mentor and friend, Hector
Donald Verhoeve, passed away. | miss him every day, as each member of the family does as well. We remembered him as a man
who made a difference in our lives and the lives of many others. As a father and grandfather, he cared about you as a person and
from time-to-time gave you opportunities to grow, learn and play. As a young person, | got to follow my dad around to see how g
1 he talked to people, while learning his thoughts and opinions along the way. Literally following in my father’s footsteps, led him to
welcome me to participate; by answering the door, writing out memorial donation cards, answering the phone,watching him gently
guide and talk with people... with so much care... to help meet the needs of each family that came into his (and eventually our) care.
| appreciate Dad’s efforts and hope to offer some memorable quotes and memories to honour him.

“Hector has consistently been more than a community leader; he has been a community builder. His passion for family and his |35
dedication to Tillsonburg has encompassed many volunteer responsibilities in a community where his actions have always been
resolute and rewarding.”-Mayor Stephen Molnar

“Hector Verhoeve was a remarkable man, his caring and devotion to all who came into his life, whether professionally or personally,
have been blessed by his untiring work for the community at large.”-Ramsay Cairns

“The day | moved to Tillsonburg, in 1979, Hector came over and introduced himself to me. He and his wife welcomed me to town
with a plant. Our town has had many benefits, because of him and his approach to things...”- John Lessif

“There could not have been a better choice for citizen of the year. Through your efforts, so many good things have happened in our
community. You have put smiles on the faces of those less fortunate and have eased the sorrow of those faced with the burden
of death. We are proud to have shared with you in some of the successful community projects, and grateful to you for the many
personal acts of friendship that have come our way over the years. Our sincere congratulations!”-Marion & Bill Pratt

Hector grew up on a tobacco farm near Mabee’s Corners. At the age of 16, he left home to pursue his hockey aspirations as a
goaltender for the “Seaforth Jr. B Baldwins” and “Stratford Indians” Hockey Teams (both affiliates of the Montreal Canadians). At the
time he was playing hockey, he became involved with assisting at a Seaforth area funeral home. This inspired him to seek a career
in this bereavement industry, which led to the establishment of the Langton Funeral Home at the age of 19 or 20. His concentration
for public service began at the young age of 22, with the Tillsonburg High School Board; he later became the youngest chairman
of any school board at the time, at the age of 26. In 1968, he established Verhoeve Ambulance, Langton - proud member of the
| Ontario Ambulance Operators Association. In 1974, he purchased the former Armstrong Funeral Home, in Tillsonburg and reno- |5
vated it shortly thereafter. At 28, he was elected councillor of North Walsingham Township Council (1968-1974); elected to Norfolk [
| Town Council (1974-1982) and Regional Haldimand-Norfolk Councillor (until 1990), he then served 10 years as Mayor (1990-2000).
| Forever devoted to public service, he served for approximately 40 years, before retiring from politics in 2001. As Mayor, Dad and
the Norfolk Council left an incredible legacy. People today are benefitting from decisions made back then. For example, Dave Over-
baugh devised a ‘chip and tar’ method, that got several roads paved that probably would not be otherwise. They were responsible
with spending. Along with Delhi Township, Norfolk Township entered the Region of Haldimand-Norfolk debt-free. Other notable con-
tributions by the council were organizing the building the Courtland Community Centre, adding the Port Rowan Library, upgrading
Port Rowan Medical Centre, adding the Port Rowan Seniors Centre, welcoming Titan Trailers and Carpani Industries to Courtland.

Dad wore a lot of hats in the community: In the 1970’s, he was a driving force behind raising money for the Tillsonburg District
Memorial Hospital expansion (as co-chairman of the “My Hospital — | Care” building renovation fund and was personally responsi-
ble for organizing 360 volunteer fundraisers who became known as “Hectors Angels”). Strong supporter for the creation of the Ed
DeSutter Dialysis Unit (member of the Ed DeSutter Tri-County Dialysis Committee). Served on the TDMH board from 1978-1981
and 1991-1995. He also made sincere contributions in support of the Terry Fox Run, Jesse’s Journey, the Annandale House, the

Tillsonburg and District Multi-Service Centre, Easter Seals and to so many more essential charities. Former Director of Tillsonburg
“Jr. C” Mavericks, Tillsonburg “Jr. B” Titans, Langton “Jr.D” Thunderbirds Hockey Clubs. He was committed to the principles of ‘Lion-
ism’ and along with fellow Langton Lions Club members, they worked together to establish the Langton Arena, Langton Community
Centre and made significant physical and financial contributions to Camp Trillium- Rainbow Lake, Waterford. A past president of the
Langton Lions Club, he was graciously awarded with the Lions International Melvin Jones Fellowship. Later, he was named honou-
rary member of the Long Point, Courtland, and Port Rowan Lions Clubs. Honoured recipient of the James Keating Humanitarian
Award (1982), the Province of Ontario Bi-Centennial Medal of Outstanding Service (1984), the Ontario Medal for Good Citizenship,
Commemorate Medal of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth I, Ontario Funeral Services Humanitarian Award (to recognize 57 years
of professional and community service as a Funeral Director, 2005), Queens Jubilee Medal (2002) and Lifetime of Community
Service Award (2012).

In co-ordination with the Tillsonburg and District Chamber of Commerce, he was the founder and co-chairman (with John Lessif) [

of the “Tillsonburg Blue Jay Day’, with over 1500 participants and 36 busses traveling to the Sky Dome at its peak. In conjunction

with the Bobby Orr Skate for Crippled Children, he helped to raise over $4 Million, over 15 years. Organizer of the local portion of

the 1988 Olympic Torch Relay Celebration, the Terry Fox Marathon of Hope, Rick Hansen- Man in Motion Tours. In recognition for

—— projects that have positively changed the community by helping and supporting others, he was awarded in 1982
1 with “Citizen of the Year” honours, Tillsonburg.

Dad, | appreciate the opportunity to serve people as you did- as a caring funeral director. | appreciate helping
people and hope that our family efforts: Robert, Krystyna, Margaret and myself make you proud, now and always. i

By Maurice J.Verhoeve
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