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For more products and
Financial Advice call us today!

Well equipped Compass North 4x4, power seat and liftgate, alum. Wheels, bluetooth, apple
carplay, 10.1 screen with Navigation, heated seats, heated wheel and remote start, balance of

FREE
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2022 Jeep Compass North 4x4 with
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Friday 9 & Dine

Wings, fries & coleslaw

Thurs. Oct. 10

will be our last wing
night of the season!
Swings & Wings $45/pp

Thanksgiving Scramble
Sunday, Oct. 13
18 holes, cart & dinner $60 / person

all us for inquiries a

www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

Adult Karate
THANKSGIVING

WWW.STONETOWNKARATE.CA
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"/“ TAILORED FOR ALL AGES
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OFFER ENDS OCT.15TH

START TODAY AND SAVE!

25% OFF
MEMBERSHIP + FREE
UNIFORM PACKAGE

TIME IS PRECIOUS
DON'T DELAY YOUR HEALTH

SILLINESS, SINGING AND SPELLING (PHOTO COURTESY OF ST. MARYS COMMUNITY PLAYERS)

The St. Marys Community Players’ production of The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee will
offer audiences a Gilbert-and-Sullivan style musical with witty dialogue, technical choreography and

spectacular music.

St. Marys Community Players to
stage The 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee

JULIA PAUL

Independent Reporter

Beginning Oct. 17, St. Marys Community
Players is performing the entertaining and
hysterical The 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee for local audiences to enjoy.

The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling
Bee is a musical comedy with music and
lyrics by William Finn, a book written by

COLDWELL BANKER

HOMEFIELD LEGACY REALTY
ST. MARYS, BROKERAGE

Rachel Sheinkin and conceived by Rebecca
Feldman with additional material by Jay Re-
iss. The show centres on a fictional spelling
bee set in a geographically ambiguous Put-
nam Valley Middle School.

“It's an incredibly funny musical based
around a spelling bee,” said Gord Hardcas-
tle, the production’s director. “Six spellers,
eight adolescence, three adults, all nine

CONTINUED TO PAGE 3

New St. Marys
events
coordinator a
familiar face for
locals

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Those seeking guidance from the Town of
St. Marys in organizing events may recognize
the town’s new events coordinator.

Though she’s new to this part-time role,
Morgan Easton, who lives in Thorndale and
grew up in London, is no stranger to the Town
of St. Marys, having worked in a number of
capacities both for the town and for other local
organizations over the past three years.

“I started working for the town three years
ago, going into my fourth year (at Fanshawe
College),” Easton said. “I started actually
working in the snack booth at the hockey are-
na and then at guest services for a bit and, two
summers ago, I was the tourism summer stu-
dent, so I worked under Alanna (Blowes), who
was the last events coordinator for the town.

“So, I got to learn a lot from doing that and
I’'m just excited to be back.”

Having just graduated from the busi-
ness-marketing co-op program at Fanshawe,
Easton now works with St. Marys tourism
and economic-development manager Kelly
Decks-Johnson coordinating municipal and
other events and she also manages the town’s
Instagram. Outside of that work, she also man-
ages social media for the St. Marys Lincolns
and she’s looking to help local businesses
manage their social media as well.

CONTINUED TO PAGE 8
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COMMUNITY

Increase in traffic volumes lead to changes for two

Perth County intersections

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Over the next month or two, drivers
on Perth County roads will notice two
new all-way stops at the intersections of
Perth Road 130 and Perth Line 20 north
of St. Marys as well as Perth Road 107
and Perth Line 33 between Tavistock
and Shakespeare.

At Perth County council’s Oct. 3
meeting, councillors approved the in-
stallation of the two all-way stops — one
permanent and one temporary — af-
ter county executive director of public
works John McClelland shared updated
traffic counts on all county roads con-
ducted last year. In reviewing the updat-
ed counts, McClelland said staff identi-
fied four locations where either traffic
volume or volume splits at intersections
had significantly changed and could po-
tentially warrant alternative traffic con-
trols.

“One thing we did notice was there

were three sections of roadway where
traffic volumes were substantially in-
creased,” McClelland said. “Those
roads are Perth Road 130 from Perth
Line 20 to Sebringville, Perth Line 33
from Stratford to Perth Road 107 and
Perth Road 107 from Shakespeare to Ta-
vistock.”

According to the data collected last
year by RC Spencer Associates, traffic
consultants hired by the county, roughly
4,000 vehicles travel on the north sec-
tion of Perth Road 130 every day, up
from 2,500 vehicles per day the last time
traffic counts were updated for county
roads, with about half of that traffic vol-
ume turning at Perth Line 20.

“Given that the traffic volumes on
Perth Line 20 are 2,600 vehicles per day,
staff were concerned the stop controls
(stop signs) were on the wrong roads and
that warranted further investigation,”
McClelland said.

Perth Line 33, meanwhile, now car-
ries roughly 4,300 vehicles per day, up
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from 3,500 at the last traffic count. Perth
Road 107 also saw an increase in traffic
by 500-600 per day to roughly 5,500 ve-
hicles on that road daily.

McClelland said the traffic consultants
conducted intersection reviews at both
intersections — as well as at Perth Road
131 and Perth Line 72 north of Milver-
ton and Perth Road 135 and Perth Line
44 between Wartburg and Rostock — and
found both the Perth Road 130 and Perth
Road 107 intersections met the criteria
for intersection improvements. The oth-
er two intersections were found not to
warrant improvements.

“The intersection of Perth Road 130
and Perth Line 20 does meet the all-way-
stop warrant,” McClelland said. “This
has been recommended to be installed
as soon as possible and could likely be
completed by the end of October.

“The intersection of Perth Road 107
and Perth Line 33 meets the traffic-sig-
nal warrant. This installation would take
more time and certainly carries a higher
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price tag. In consultation with the con-
sultant and in keeping with guidance
from the Ontario Traffic Manual, it is
being recommended that an all-way stop
be installed at this intersection as an in-
terim measure. (Traffic) signals would
be budgeted as part of a planned road
reconstruction on Perth Road 107 in the
year 2028.”

The cost of installing signs for both
all-way stops is expected to be rough-
ly $4,000, however the county will also
be required to make some geometrical
changes to the layout of the Perth Road
107 and Perth Line 33 intersection be-
fore the all-way stop is installed at an
as-of-yet unknown additional cost.

Additional delineation lighting is also
required at four streetlights across three
of the four intersections reviewed at a
cost of between $2,500 and $10,000 per
light depending the existing hydro pole
and infrastructure at each location.

Unit 1, 60 Water Street South
St. Marys, ON.

ph: 519.284.4448
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Service Ontario moving to Municipal Operations Centre

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT
Staff Contribution

St. Marys’ Service Ontario office is
on the move.

As of Monday, Oct. 21, the office will
open in a brand-new location, the Mu-
nicipal Operations Centre at 408 James
St. S.

The move will reduce the town’s rent-
al costs, improve parking availability
and accessibility, and make services
more convenient for customers. For
example, those requiring a commis-
sioner’s signature will no longer have
to travel between the Service Ontario
office and a municipal facility. Instead,
both services will be provided under
one roof.

ServiceOntario

The hours for Service Ontario will
remain the same in the new location
(Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.;

1-4 p.m.) The town’s long-term goal is
to cross-train municipal staff and the
Service Ontario employee to improve

service offerings on either side. This
will also help to reduce unplanned clo-
sures and could create opportunities
to extend Service Ontario’s operating
hours.

“We look forward to providing the
same friendly experience customers
have come to expect in our new loca-
tion,” said town finance manager and
deputy treasurer Denise Feeney in
a press release. “We ask people to be
patient as we make this transition and
work to enhance our services.”

A full list of Service Ontario offerings
is available at www.serviceontario.ca.
Questions about Service Ontario can be
directed to Feeney at 519-284-2340 ext.
238 or dfeeney@town.stmarys.on.ca.

St. Marys Community Players to stage The 25th Annual

Putnam County Spelling Bee

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

people struggle with their lives, with
their situations and, in the middle of
all of this riotous comedy, they find a
life-changing moment — they all change
for the better.

“By the time we get to the end, we've
had an epilogue wherein these people are
telling (the audience) what they're like

20 years later. It's very heartwarming;
(a) comedy from crisis to heartwarming
in 90 minutes.”

Actors and actresses from London to
Stratford and throughout the greater
St. Marys area come together to create
this balanced ensemble in which every-
one shares the spotlight equally. Even a
few audience members get the chance to

shine onstage.

“It's a great play and we're doing an
incredibly wonderful job on it,” said
Hardcastle. “It's going to be a lot of fun.
One of the unique features of this show
is that we invite four people from the au-
dience to come on the stage as spellers.
They get the stand in front of the mic,
they get a word to spell and they have to

try and win.

“We're looking forward to doing the
show.”

Parental guidance is suggested for
those wanting to bring their kids as some
content may not be suitable for children.
Preview tickets cost $25 and regular
ticket price is $30. Visit stmaryscom-
munityplayers.ca for more information.

FAMILY. TURKEY. FOOTBALL.
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team this Thanksgiving.
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ST. MARYS GIVES 2024: o
WON'T YOU BE MY NEIGHBOUR? =~

How Do You Sign Up to Participate?

For the past few weeks we have shared some ideas on how you can
participate in Giving Tuesday on December 3, 2024. We hope we have
you thinking, we have heard some amazing ideas already. In previous
years Giving Tuesday Canada had a web site to sign up on. They
simplified their site and they no longer have a sign up area for local
movements. We would be grateful if you would take a few moments
when you have your plan together with your neighbours, business,
service group, church or organization to let us know what you will be
doing. We will then share this information so that everyone can show
their support and participate as much as possible.

It is easy to register and let us know what your plans
are for Giving Tuesday 2024. Just scan the QR code

Or email us at GivingTuesdayStMarys@gmail.com
and we will email a fillable form back to you. If you
have any questions or require assistance please let
us know. We are happy to help.

We’re looking forward to hearing about your Giving Tuesday plans!
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram too — let’s share all the good
that is happening in St. Marys! Won't You Be My Neighbour?

Unexpected kindness is the most powerful, least costly and most
underrated agent of human change

GI®?ING Dec
TUESDAY 3

For More Information Contact: jdockerjohnson@gmail.com

Overheard at the Coffee Shep
Proudly sponsoredby: [/ %15%4

in St. Marys

207 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON « (519) 284-4555

| can't wait to make a big
Thanksgiving m§a| for
my child who will only

eat one bun.

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others?
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title
"Overheard at The Coffee Shop”, call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Bravo

Boo

We have Bravos this week

1) Bravo and a big thank you to the town coun-
cil for funding (trough a capital project) for the
refurbishing of WWI Remembrance Archway
at the back entrance of the SMPL and also to
RDJ Bailey Metal Works Inc for such a great
job of restoring it. It now looks beautiful and
impressive with its vibrant colours. It really
shows our town people's devotion and dedi-
cation to those Brave Young Souls.

2) Bravo to the St. Marys Legion, and all the
other individuals responsible for placing the
veteran banners on the lamp posts through-
out the town. The images, the descriptions of
these displays stirs some very deep emotions
of the amazing dedication and contribution of
these veterans that makes me proud to be Ca-
nadian. They are the true heroes that we can
never forget!

3) St. Marys Community Players would like to
send out a big bravo to Robbie from the St.
Marys Independent Grocer for his kind gener-
osity for donating supplies for our refreshment
booth at our upcoming play at the town hall.

We have Boos this week

1) Booo to the guy who thought it was a
good idea to take his Kobota SxS up Road
120, while his like three year old was on his
lap, NO seat belts. THIS is why we shouldn't
have ATV/UTVs allowed on the roads.

2) St. Marys has beautiful walking trails all
around the town. During my many walks
this year | have almost been hit a number of
times by bicycles etc that share the trails. |
have no complaints about sharing the trails
but | have never heard a sound from any of
them and have almost been hit a couple of
times because they give no warning when
coming behind you. To ensure that no acci-
dents happen, and before the police need
to get involved, we ask bicycle drivers etc
to use some kind of noise device to signal
a warning in advance of passing a walker.
Thanks in advance for thinking of others.
On behalf of all trail walkers.

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent.

Quote of the Week

risk on.”

Hurricane Milton

“This is a ferocious hurricane ... the effects of that, not just
from the storm surge but from wind damage and debris, will be
really, really significant. This is not a storm you want to take a

- Florida Governor Ron DeSantis regarding the incoming
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Town council holding
meetings to review the draft
2025 municipal budget

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT
Staff Contribution

St. Marys town council is holding
special meetings over the next couple of
months to review the draft 2025 munic-
ipal budget.

Residents are welcome to attend in
person at town hall council chambers.
The meetings will also be posted to the
Town of St. Marys YouTube channel.

The draft budget — which is currently
available on the town’s website — pro-
poses a total operating and capital bud-
get of $29.8 million, representing a 2.63
per-cent increase on the municipal net
tax levy. The proposed increase will
add approximately $95 to a typical resi-
dential property.

The first budget meeting will be held
on Tuesday, Oct. 15 at 9 a.m. The meet-
ing will start with an overview of the
town’s capital budget, which includes
major projects and one-time expendi-
tures. The second half of the meeting
will cover the town’s operational bud-
get, which includes the day-to-day costs
of running the municipality.

The second meeting — scheduled for
Tuesday, Nov. 19 at 9 a.m. — will com-
mence with a completion of any oper-

ﬁ!

OMNTARIO CAMALA

ST. MARYS

ating or capital budgets, a review of
external funding requests, followed by
a further discussion of any outstanding
budget matters.

The public is encouraged to attend
in-person or watch on the town’s You-
Tube channel. St. Marys council is ex-
pected to pass the 2025 budget in De-
cember.

A copy of the draft 2025 municipal
budget is available online at www.town-
ofstmarys.com/budget and in print (for
viewing only) at the Municipal Opera-
tions Centre (408 James St. S).

Note: Any changes to the meeting
schedule will be posted on the Town
website (www.townofstmarys.com),
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/
stmarysontario) and Twitter/X account
(www.twitter.com/townofstmarys).

Aaifey @
RE/MAX|

a-b REALTY LTD.
BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

FARM FOR SALE

BY TENDER

PT LT 34 CON 8 ZORRA TWP

92.71 Acres for sale by tender on Cobble Hills Rd, 5km
south of St. Marys. Approximately 80 Acres of
systematically tiled land with the remaining 12 Acres in
woodlot. Land is flat, soil type is Stoneless Perth clay
loam. Walking trails throughout the 12 Acre bush,
natural gas at the road as well as quadro fibre optic
internet. Land only, no buildings.

TENDER DEADLINE: Wednesday November 20th 2024
CLOSING DATE: Monday January 6th 2025

For Complete details, Tender Package & Viewings

Call Lindsay Pickering:

519-276-9959

Broker RE/MAX a-b Realty Ltd., Brokerage

L |
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The latest municipal news
from the Town of St. Marys

READING BUDDIES PROGRAM
St. Marys Public Library

Reading buddy literacy sessions are one-
on-one opportunities for reluctant readers
of all ages to develop and grow their
literacy skills and are geared towards the
level of the reader.

townofstmarys.com/library or 519-284-3346

EARLYON PARENT WORKSHOP

Oct. 28,6 - 8 PM | Pyramid Centre

Join the St. Marys EarlyON Navigating
Sibling Relationships workshop for an
interactive discussion on encouraging
supportive sibling relationships. Child
minding is available during the workshop.
townofstmarys.com/earlyon or 226-374-6544

Early

N

Cril? and Family Centre

SELF DEFENSE CLASSES

Oct. 19,10 AM & 11:30 AM | Library

Run in partnership with Stonetown Karate
Centre, join the Library for self defense
classes that will build confidence in
personal safety. Both adult and kid
sessions are available.
www.townstmarys.on.ca/library or 519-284-3346

EARLYON PLAY NATURE ADVENTURE
Oct.19,9:30 - 11:30 AM | Sparling Bush

Early

N

Cril? and Family Cenftre

Come and join EarlyON at the Sparling
Bush for a Saturday morning adventure
with self-directed activities to enjoy
around the traill

townofstmarys.com/earlyon or 226-374-6544

SHOWER PROGRAM

Pyramid Centre

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private,
secure and accessible for individuals of
all abilities.

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

Contactus

519-284-2340
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca
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Semor of the Week

Our Senior of the Week is Noreen Switzer
who celebrated her 89th birthday on Oct.
7. Noreen is the daughter of Quinton and
Kathleen King and has resided in the
St. Marys area all her life. She has two
children, four grandchildren and seven great
grandchildren. She enjoys her weekly visits
with friends at the Breakfast Club.

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 or
info@stmarysindependent.com.

SPONSORED BY

Weekend

1) What year was the
Battle of Warsaw?

2) What was Tears for
Fears debut album

called?

3) How old is the 16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

Earth?

4) What ocean is the Bermuda triangle
located in?

5) What does p.m. stand for?

6) The formal name for marijuana is?

7) What is mageirocophobia?

8) What color are the sunsets on mars?

9) What was the first breakfast cereal brand?

10) The act of speaking one's thoughts aloud
when by oneself is called?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 29

Dementia Education Night 2024z
The heart-brain connection

JULIA PAUL
Independent Reporter

When it comes to detecting early signs of de-
mentia, new research indicates there could be
a helpful connection between the heart and the
brain.

The Alzheimer Society of Huron Perth’s 19th
annual Fall Dementia Education Night will be
held online beginning at 7 p.m. Nov. 7 and will
focus on the connection between the heart and the
brain. Sponsored by the Municipality of Central
Huron, this year’s session will be led by Dr. San-
dra Black, a senior scientist at Toronto's Sunny-
brook Health Sciences Centre.

She is a Canadian physician and neurologist
known for her work in contributing to improved
diagnosis and treatment of vascular dementia,
Alzheimer's disease and stroke.

“Alzheimer Society Huron Perth has been host-
ing this event for close to 20 years,” said Jeanette
Sears, public education coordinator with the lo-
cal Alzheimer society. “When it started, it was
in person, it was before online and zoom. When |
worked in long-term care, I came in and attended
some of the programs here; I always liked it then.

“As a health-care worker, you read about these
researchers. They have the most up-to-date infor-
mation. To have them come to our small town was
amazing. You get to hear from them, you get to
ask questions. They are so willing to share their
expertise. ... They are very knowledgeable and
good presenters.”

According to Sears, as many as 150 people vir-
tually attend the fall education night, which is
free and open to everyone.

Registration is online at alzheimer.ca/huron-
perth. Under Dementia Education Night 2024 tab,
select “Click Here to Register.” Questions for Dr.
Black can be sent to Sears prior to the event by
emailing jeanette@alzheimerhuron.on.ca.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Dr. Sandra Black is a senior scientist at Sunnybrook Health Sci-
ences Centre and will present on the link between the heart and
the brain when it comes to improved diagnosis and treatment of
vascular dementia, Alzheimer’s disease and stroke during the Alz-
heimer Society of Huron Perth’s annual Fall Dementia Education

+ Care « Protection

MORE THAN “JUST”

SELF STORAGE

+ Convenience

Night Nov. 7.

%) Climate-Controlled & Traditional Unlts

Locally owned, locally trusted.

@) Drive-up & Ground Level Storage

@) Paved Parking for RVs and Trailers

I @D Car Storage

Secure Individually Alarmed Units

) First Month $45

) @ 60 Road 120 St. Marys, ON
J South of StoneWillow Inn

) ¢ 519-284-1476

C) 24/7 Surveillance
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Town offers details on major
renovations planned for
St. Marys Aquatics Centre

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT

Staff Contribution

St. Marys town council has approved
major renovations to the Aquatics Cen-
tre, located in the Pyramid Recreation
Centre.

The work will improve conditions in
the centre and extend the life of the fa-
cility. The project will include the in-
stallation of a new HVAC unit and ex-
haust systems to enhance air quality.
Repairs will also be made to any parts
of the facility that have experienced
wear and tear.

Although final timelines have yet to
be confirmed, the work is expected to
start in November 2024 and take ap-
proximately six months. The Aquatics
Centre, which includes the town’s in-
door pool, will be closed for the dura-
tion of the project.

The Pyramid Recreation Centre will
remain open for regular hours and con-
tinue to offer a variety of recreation and
leisure activities, including:

» Arena and Ice Rentals: Two indoor
ice pads offering public skating, skating
programs for all ages and ice rentals.
For program details, please visit www.
townofstmarys.com/skating.

* EarlyON Centre: Free drop-in pro-

grams for parents/caregivers and chil-
dren aged 0 — 6 years. Visit www.
townofstmarys.com/earlyon for more
information.

* Friendship Centre: Activities and
recreational programs for adults and
people with differing abilities to support
social, physical and mental well-being.
Program information can be found at
www.townofstmarys.com/friendship-
centre.

* Youth Centre: A safe and inclusive
space designed to encourage socializa-
tion, development and reinforce pos-
itive play among youth. Visit www.
townofstmarys.com/youthcentre for
more details.

Updates on the project will be pro-
vided through local media, the town
website (www.townofstmarys.com),
Facebook (www.facebook.com/st-
marysontario) and Twitter/X (www.
twitter.com/townofstmarys).

Questions about swimming lessons,
aquatics programs and pool rentals can
be directed to Andrea Slade, aquatics
manager, at 519-284-2340 ext. 623.

Questions about the renovation can be
directed to Doug LaPointe, manager of
recreation operations and chief opera-
tor, at 519-284-2340 ext. 645.

facilities — Thanksgiving

(Oct.14)

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT

Staff Contribution

The following hours will be in effect
for Town of St. Marys facilities for the
Thanksgiving holiday Monday, Oct. 14.
Closed

- Administrative offices (town hall and
municipal operations centre)

- Adult learning

- Before and After School Program

- Child Care Centre

- EarlyON Centre

- Fire station

- Friendship Centre

- Landfill

- Library

- Mobility Services offices (Rides must
be booked by 3 p.m. on Thursday, Oct.

10)

- Museum and archives

- Aquatics Centre

- Service Ontario

- Youth Centre

Home Support Services

* Home support services such as Meals
on Wheels and Telephone Reassurance
will continue.

Garbage and Recycling Collection

* Will continue as scheduled. Details:
http://www.bra.org/my-services/st-
marys-town/.

Pyramid Recreation Centre

- Pyramid Recreation Centre arena (ice
programming to proceed as usual).

St. Marys Train Station

*The Train Station will be open; visit
www.viarail.ca for train scheduling.
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New St. Marys events coordmator a famlllar face for locals

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“I just love the small-town feel,” she
said. “I really liked working at the
events here (over the past three years)
because there’s so many different ones.
I’ve learned a lot from the different
events here; we have the Stonetown
Heritage Festival, we do Canada Day,
we have Spooktacular St. Marys com-
ing up in a few weeks and then we’re
also planning for Remembrance Day
and Winter Lights right now as well.”

As events coordinator, Easton’s job
entails planning events down to the tini-
est of details with organizations like the
St. Marys BIA and local service clubs,
soliciting sponsorships from local busi-
nesses, and promoting those events out
in the community and on social media.

Easton also helps those in the commu-
nity looking to plan events navigate the
process they need to follow in order to
coordinate space rentals, organize for
food trucks and get approval from the
necessary authorities like council and
the Stratford Police Service. Details on

7
'\

e
7

the town’s event-approval process can
be found at www.discoverstmarys.ca/
en/plan-your-stay/plan-your-event.aspx.

“We were pleasantly surprised, to be
honest, over the amount of applicants
we got for the (events coordinator) role,”
Deeks-Johnson said. “We did get a lot,
but Morgan has been in the role here
somewhat before through the summer
internship with Fanshawe. She did work
with Alanna for a short time, which
was great because Alanna’s skills were
exemplary when it came to planning
events. To be learning from that was a
great opportunity.

“Morgan really works well in our
culture, with out staff. She’s respect-
ful, she’s respected by people here, we
all enjoy working with her. She’s or-
ganized, dedicated, really eager and
she has exemplary social-media skills,
which will really help elevate our events
portfolio.”

For help planning events in St. Marys,
don’t hesitate to reach out to Easton at
measton@town.stmarys.on.ca.

(GALEN SIMMONS PHOTO)

Former Town of St. Marys summer student Morgan Easton is now working as the town’s

events coordinator.

in love with Dl

INVISALIGN NIGHT

AT QUEEN STREET DENTISTRY
OCTOBER 23RD FROM 4 PM - 7PM

OFF txeatnent

QUEEN STREET |
7idy Dt

SIGN UP NOW

FREE WHITENING AFTER SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION!
RETAINERS INCLUDED
FREE CONSULTATION TO ANSWER ALL YOUR INVISALIGN QUESTIONS
FINANCING AVAILAEBLE

Reality”

Reailty check

Canadian newspapers are powered by journalists, not Al. They check the facts

50 you can trust what you're reading. That’s why 4 in 5 people in Canada CANADA’'S NEWS MEDIA
come back each week for more. Thanks for keeping it real with us. U CHAMPIONS
® OF THE TRUTH

nationalnewspaperweek.ca

the St. Marys Farmers’ Market
Salwiday. Ot 12 f

Get your Thanksgiving ingredients y N
Milt Dunnell Field

Salwiday. Ot 19 8amtol2pm

Harvest Soup Saturday  Saturdays
Cold & ready -to-eat soups for sale |

Salunday. Ot 26
Costume photos by donation to the Food Bank
Cet your pumpkins for Halloween!

Final market at Milt Dunnell Field

Saluday. Nov. 2

First indoor market at Pyramid Recreation Centre
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Where in the world
would you like to go?

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332
agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

1
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Algonquin Media to launch St. Marys Life & Times
series on YouT ube

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

To shine a light on the interesting peo-
ple, places and history of St. Marys, lo-
cal producer and filmmaker Evan Phoe-
nix is launching a brand-new television
series focused entirely around Stone-
town on YouTube.

St. Marys Life & Times will see its first
episode drop on the Algonquin Media
YouTube page (wWww.youtube.com/@
algonquinmedia) at 8 p.m. Oct. 12. The
premiere episode, which features an in-
terview with and performance by local
musician Frank St. Germain, will be the
first of many showing different sides of
St. Marys both visitors and locals can
appreciate.

“Originally from Toronto, Frank set-
tled in St. Marys,” Phoenix told the In-
dependent. “The thing that struck me
about Frank in this episode is that he
doesn't know how to write music. He
just plays from the heart. He also talks
about his start in the music world and
the cruise-ship circuit. We also see him
sing and play a song in the episode.

“When you're watching this episode,
you don't really feel like you're watching
a TV episode. You feel like Frank invit-
ed you on his deck for a beer or three. It
was, for me, a magical experience and I
hope everyone that watches it feels that
magic too.”

Phoenix says he moved to St. Marys

ST. MARYS LIFE'*& TIMES

i | 1 | ¥
(GALEN SIMMONS PHOTO)

St. Marys Life & Times, a new television series about interesting people, place and history

in St. Marys, will launch on YouTube Oct. 12.

seven years ago and instantly fell in love
with the town. In 2018, he launched St.
Marys Radio but eventually sold the
station to Grant Haven Media owner
and this newspaper’s publisher, Stewart
Grant.

“l didn't have enough time on my
hands and Stewart, along with Spencer
Seymour, turned it into a station I could
only dream of creating,” Phoenix said.

ST. MARYS COMMUN ITY PLAYERS

October 17 to November 3
Town Hall Theatre, St. Marys

TICKETS

on line

fwww.stmaryscommunityplayers

or at
Tm\ er's

Spices .

" 110 Queen Street E(]s‘[

presented through special arrangement with

Music Theatre International.

Parental Guidance Suggested: Some content
map nol be surtable for children.

FARENTAL

MATURE LAKE A5

“They've done a beautiful job. I knew,
however, that I still wanted to do some-
thing special about and for St. Marys. It
was finally in 2023 that I dreamed up the
idea of creating a YouTube documenta-
ry TV series that would focus on the
people, the places and the history of St.
Marys, and here we are; the dream came
true.”

His company, Algonquin Media, start-

ed as Algonquin Records back in 2020
when Phoenix and his fiancée started a
band called The Chesterfield Chronicles.
Over the years, Phoenix produced pro-
motional videos for businesses as well
as instructional and music videos, so he
figured he’d create a branch of Algon-
quin Records called Algonquin Media.

For the new documentary series, Phoe-
nix wants to feature interesting people
with surprising stories and put the spot-
light on the Indigenous land St. Marys
is situated on, how the town was formed
and the histories and original purposes
behind the heritage buildings that make
Stonetown so unique.

“Ideas just come to me suddenly,” he
said. “If I see or hear something inspir-
ing about St. Marys, I want to talk about
it and I think that's how stories are born.
I think viewers will discover a part of
themselves and they'll see a different
side of St. Marys that is interesting and
inspiring. St. Marys Life & Times is
about everyone here.

“If someone wants to sit down with a
glass of wine and allow themselves to
get lost in heartfelt stories that are also
funny and uplifting, they should tune in.
Really, they're tuning into themselves.”

For more information on Phoenix and
Algonquin Media, check them out on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/algon-
quinmedia/ and Instagram at www.ins-
tagram.com/evanphoenixofficial/.

FOR SALE BY TENDER

Concession 3 Part Lot 4, Perth South

98.25 Acre farm for sale in Perth South, approximately 2 miles north-gast of
Kirkton on Line 10. Selling land only (house has been severed) with
approximately 84 acres of workable land with the balance in woodlot. Land is
level, randomly tiled, both Perth and Huron clay loam soils with good natural
drainage. Excellent opportunity to add a productive parcel of land to yvour

existing operation.

TENDER DEADLINE: 6:00 pm November 14th, 2024

CLOSING DATE:

For Full Terms of Sale, Tender Package

& viewing appointment call:

Brent Shackl
Ih'nL-.'r:'-I'IE-:r-u
Cell : 519 -
Office ]:.P-:_."]-:h-lh

5-0762

Email: brent@shackletons.ca

January Tth, 2024

[ Auctioneer

SHACK_LETON b

Real Est

ate & Auction Co

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM
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Square One Skate Shop receives bench made from

skate decks

EMILY STEWART
Independent Reporter

Square One Skate Shop now has a unique
place to sit in front of the store.

The store at 29 Water St. S received a
bench made out of broken skate decks from
Kitchener resident Sean Richter. Richter
and his wife, Whitney Richter, were vis-
iting St. Marys resident James Lapointe,
Whitney Richter’s former roommate, for
brunch. Lapointe moved to the town in
April and found out about a fundraiser for
Square One Skate Shop, which was facing
financial struggles, from a previous article
in this newspaper.

“It was just endearing to me how this
town just seems to help everybody out. We
moved here; it's one of the friendliest plac-
es we've ever lived in,” Lapointe said.

He told the Richters about the article and
took them to Square One Skate Shop and
Sean Richter showed owner Scott LeBlanc
the skate deck he made for his son, Mor-
gan, an avid skateboarder, and asked if he
would like one.

“It was just something for fun,” Sean
Richter said. “I thought he could use it at
his shop. It's an interesting thing to look at
and anyone can go in and sit on it, take a
picture and go to his shop and maybe buy
some of his merchandise."

LeBlanc told the St. Marys Independent
he was surprised Sean Richter offered to
make him a bench, as someone else made

the offer years ago and never followed
through. The customers love the bench as

locals and visitors alike love talking to
LeBlanc about it and taking pictures with
1t.

“Business has been the same,” LeBlanc
said, “but it's been nice the conversations
it's creating and the photo opportunities.”

LeBlanc is also grateful for everyone
who has supported him and his skate shop
in some way or another.

“I'd like to thank all of the local fami-
lies who've continued to come to our free
lessons every Tuesday and Thursday,” he
said. “My skate team; I really couldn't do
this without their support and the countless
number of skaters coming from out of town
who continue to see the value we hold.”

Sean Richter, who has a background in
mechanical engineering, taught himself
how to weld during the stay-at-home pe-
riod of the COVID-19 pandemic. His son
brought back 25 broken skateboards for
Sean Richter to make a bench. He since
made his son’s friends their own skate
benches and also created hammocks and
coffee tables.

"I just do it for fun. It's not a business,”
Richter said. “It's just if somebody wants
something made, [ make it and I'll usually
make a couple and I'll get bored and move
on to my next project.”

If anyone wants a project made by Sean
Richter, they can email retroboatsl@
gmail.com.
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ACCEPTING CANADIAN DENTAL CARE

PLAN EARLY JULY 2024
OFFERING ORTHODONTICS, TRADITIONAL BRACES AND INVISALIGN

for patients and general public interested, first consultation will be free, referrals not necessary

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later appointment times three days per week.

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660 | www.stmarysdentalclinic.com
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(PHOTO COURTESY OF SCOTT LEBLANC)

Square One Skate Shop's new bench, made out of skate decks, is getting lots of attention
and praise. The bench was created by Kitchener resident Sean Richter.

DUNPHY
BURDETT

LAWYERS LLP

DUNPHY BURDETT LAWYERS LLP IS MOVING

OCTOBER 1, 2024

TO 51 ALBERT STREET, STRATFORD, ON, N5A 3K2

Please be advised that our offices ARE moving ON October 1, 2024.
519-271-7330 | www.dunphyburdett.ca

H_f' Limited

¥

* Pharmacist Consultations
¢ Medication Reviews
* Compliance Packaging

¢ Chronic Disease Management
¢ Immunization and Injection Services
* Free Delivery

155 QUEEN STREET EAST, 5T. MARYS ON | PHONE: 519 284 1380
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R PharmaChoice wsuson: (F) @) &5
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Perth South Mayor takes leave of
absence for personal reasons

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Perth South Mayor Jim Aitcheson has stepped away
from his council and other civic duties after his request
for a leave of absence was recently approved by Perth
South council.

The request, which was made for unknown person-
al reasons, was approved by the rest of council at its
Oct. 1 meeting. While the report to council indicated
Aitcheson did not know how long his leave of absence
would last, township CAO Fred Tranquilli told coun-
cillors he would “return from leave as soon as he is
able.” Aitcheson was not present at that meeting.

“As per our procedure bylaw, the deputy mayor as-
sumes the mayor’s duties during any period of ab-
sence,” Tranquilli told the Independent. “Therefore,
no specific action was required by the council. Deputy
mayor (Sue) Orr automatically steps in as acting mayor
during any absence, including a leave of absence.”

Also speaking with the Independent, Orr said she has
taken over all of Aitcheson’s mayoral duties until he
returns.

“l will be running the (council) meetings, I’ll be
signing authority (for agreements with the township)
... bringing the team together and, in the case of emer-
gency management, I’ll be working with the team,”

Orr said.

As both Aitcheson and Orr sit on Perth County coun-
cil as councillors, Aitcheson’s seat on county coun-
cil will be filled by Robert Wilhelm, who previously
served as a county councillor. The choice to have Wil-
helm replace Aitcheson on county council was a unan-
imous decision by Perth South council.

Meanwhile, Perth South council will continue busi-
ness as usual with one less councillor at the table. Orr
said she has no concerns about council’s ability to meet
quorum at council meetings between now and when
Aitcheson returns.

Replacements will need to be named for Aitcheson’s
seats on the police services board and accessibility ad-
visory committee, but those appointments will be dis-
cussed at the next Perth South council meeting.

A councillor taking a leave of absence is not un-
common. In the recent provincial byelection in Lamb-
ton-Kent-Middlesex that followed the resignation
of MPP Monte Mcnaughton, Lucan Mayor Cathy
Burghardt-Jesson and Steve Pinsonneault, a councillor
for Chatham-Kent, both took leaves of absence to run
in that election.

Pinsonneault, the Progressive Conservative can-
didate, won while Burghardt-Jesson, who ran for the
Liberals, came in second.

Rebuilding Ontario's
economy with the
country’s first electric
vehicle battery plants

New electric vehicle battery plants in Windsor
and St. Thomas will create thousands of
new jobs with bigger paycheques, powering

economic growth across Ontario.

It's all
happening
here.

ontario.ca/RebuildingOurEconomy

Paid for by the Government of Ontario
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Legion

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
PERTH REGIMENT VETERANS
BRANCH 236 ST MARYS

HOURS
TUE - THURS 3PM - CLOSE
FRI & SAT NOON - CLOSE
SUN & MON - CLOSED

WE ARE OPEN FRIDAYS FROM
NOON UNTIL CLOSING
HOT DOGS AND MORE FRIDAY LUNCH

MEAT DRAW EVERY SAT AT 5 PM,
DRAWS FOR 20 MEAT PRIZES,
PLUS A 50/50 DRAW

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE HALL FOR RENT
66 CHURCH STREET NORTH,
ST. MARYS 519 284-2267

SR -

WEEKLY TAPS SPECIALS:
WED $1.00 WING NIGHT .
THURS BOGO 50% 9" PIZZAS
FRIDAY $20 FISH FRY - 2 PIECE BAT-
TERED OR PAN FRIED PERCH.
(EAT IN ONLY)

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

(519) 284-3621

Specializing in Heritage
Renovation, installing brick &

as specializing in laying thin

Cell: 519-274-3690 | Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

stone on custom homes as well

stone for fireplace installation.

The Alzheimer Society Huron Perth
host enlightening online hour
sessions for dementia education

JULIA PAUL
Independent Reporter

The Alzheimer Society Huron Perth offers one-hour,
online webinars, free and open to the public, delving
into specific topics associated with dementia.

What started during the pandemic has continued
with great success due to its accessibility. Available
through alzheimer.ca/huronperth, anyone can click
and register for a topic of their choosing. The topics
include a dementia overview, how dementia is diag-
nosed, information about mild cognitive impairment
(MCI), demystifying memory clinics, brain health
and happiness, 10 warning signs of dementia, types of
dementia, communication tips, and dementia-related
brain changes.

“In terms of diagnosis, the diagnosis experience is so
different person to person,” said Jeanette Sears, public
education coordinator with Alzheimer Society Huron
Perth. “We go over what might happen at a memory
clinic or ‘why is somebody else having (a different) ex-
perience than me? Why does this diagnosis seem dif-
ferent to me?” We try to go over all those things.”

Guests can be as involved as they want and are free
to have their microphones and cameras switched on or
off. Questions and topics that are not available on the
website can be suggested to the program education co-
ordinators and sessions will be tailored to the specific
questions submitted by Huron-Perth residents.

“Our main goal ... is to answer people's questions,”
said Sears. “If someone starts noticing changes, they
might have a lot of questions like, ‘Should I be con-
sidered?” The changes that happen with regular aging
can sometimes look a little bit like dementia so (people
often ask), ‘Is this just regular aging or should I be
concerned?’ So, we just like to provide an easy place
to access answers to those questions.”

The next education hours will be held on Oct. 8, 10,

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Jeanette Sears and Christy Bannerman, the Alzheimer Soci-
ety Huron Perth's public education coordinators, welcome
everyone to their Education Hour program.

15, 17, 24, Nov. 6, 7, 14, 21 and 28. For future topics
or to register for a session, please visit alzheimer.ca/
huronperth and click on the education hour’s “Register
Here” button.

BEAT THE SLUSH AND RUSH

GET YOUR SNOW TIRE CHANGE BOOKED TODAY!
asHToN TIRE FULLSERVICE AUTOMOTIVE

Winter seasonal change over. Ask about our free tire storage

%A mrcHELIN
GETUPTOA
$100

in mail-in-rebates

with the purchase of 4 eligible
new Michelin tires.

October 4 - December 20, 2024

*Certain conditions apply.
See details on manufacturer rebate

519-284-3851"

WWW.ASHTONTIREAUTO.CA - 830 QUEEN STE., ST. MARYS

SNOW TIRE AND ALL SEASON TIRE SALE

NUniRovaL N
GETA

$30

mail-in-rebate

with the purchase of 4 eligible
new Uniroyal tires.

October 4 - December 20, 2024

*Certain conditions apply.
See details on manufacturer rebate

BOOK YOUR UNDERCOATING TODAY! 10% OFF BEFORE OCT. 15

BFGaodric{p

GET UP TO
$70

in mail-in-rebates
with the purchase of 4 eligible
new BFGoodrich tires.

October 4 - December 20, 2024

*Certain conditions apply.
See details on manufacturer rebate

ﬁ Oil, lube and filter change only
*most vehicles, up to 5L of oil $4.9 . 9 9

WINTER BUMPER TO BUMPER $
PEACE OF MIND INSPECTION 59 .9 5
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Check your hearing.

Your hearing helps you stay connected to those who matter most, enjoy all
the sights and sounds around you, and maintain a good quality of life. But,
if you're not hearing clearly, you can miss out! That’s where Connect Hearing
can help.

Our licensed Hearing Care Professionals can help you find the right hearing
solution for your budget and lifestyle.

Now save up to 30% on hearing aid technology with your CAA
Membership!

;

—_

Get new hearing aids and all-inclusive warranty from $168/month
with our Hearing Care Plan.”™

Try our latest hearing aids with a professional in-clinic demo!”

PHYSICIAN' i Connect
Hearing Care Plan -

REFERRED Rewards Hearlng
VA( W(B WSIB ADP&ODSPac(epted PanoflheWokaafeB( provider network. ®CAAand CAA dby, and usei i the Canadi bile Association. CAA RewardsTM used by the Canadian
le Association. *| re free for customer theage of 18. Fees may apply ctesting for purposes, reports, a copy of your results or the completion of an application
|s requlved See (Imldovfnll detals. tBased on national physl(lan referrals overthe(enuve of the (ovporanon s(anadlan bnsmess operations compared to the disclosed referral count of leading competitors. $Private clients
only. R tto change and cannot b th any other cash. Save 30% on Plus Performance hearings aids (offer applicable to Audeo Sphere™ Infinio
901evel only); up to $2,400 on Select level; 1S%oﬂAdvan(ed level; and 10% off Standard level hearing aids with a valid CAA ip. This offer is a tiered rebat ined by which level of Sonova Hearing Technology
purchased. Offer not appl\cable to Phonak Audéo Sphere™ Infinio 70 level heanng aids or Hearmg Care Plan. Offer expires March 31, 2025. Lyric, Bone Anchored Hearing Solutions, Econo aids, Non Sonova and AB products
excluded. See clinic for details. **Monthly prices shown per two (2) hearing aids. P tto change. Each is for a term of 36 months and is available on Sonova products and Roger On V2 only. *Demo refers to

ahearing aid demonstration in-clinic provided by the Hearing Care Professional and does not imply a free trial.

RETROFIT PROGRAM | SOUTHERN HURON PERTH

GOOD NEWS FOR
LOCAL BUILDING
MANAGERS NT

GET DOUBLE THE INCENTIVES FOR A LIMITED TIME UPGRADES

Your commercial, multi-res or industrial building could receive double the
incentives for high-efficiency upgrades that reduce energy costs, lower carbon
emissions and enhance occupant comfort. The Retrofit Program covers up to
50% of total project costs to make it easier to boost building performance.

WHAT'S INCLUDED?

Lighting HVAC Chiller Variable- Custom
controls redesign replacement speed drives retrofits

Contact your Save on Energy representative today to secure this great offer.

Online: By phone:
@ SaveOnEnergy.ca/RegionalAdders 1-844-303-5542 SAV &ou

Subject to additional terms and conditions found at SaveOnEnergy.ca. E N E R

™ Trademark of the Independent Electricity System Operator. Used under licence. [ESO 157 09/24. POWER WHAT'S NEXT
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ADVERTORIAL

Exciting News for Our
Valued Customers!

We’ve got some big
news on the horizon that
we’re thrilled to share
with you! Starting Octo-
ber 1, 2024, we’re merg-
ing our five independent
stores into one unified
brand: Country Mills
Feed & Farm Store.
This means Elgin Feeds
in Aylmer, Thorndale
Farm Supplies, Oxford
Feed Supply in Inger-
soll, and Norwich Feeds
in both Norwich and
Burford will all come to-
gether under one roof.

While our name and
branding will be chang-
ing, what matters most to
us remains the same. As
a family-owned and lo-
cally operated business,
our commitment to de-
livering top-notch prod-
ucts and services for all
your animal care needs
is as strong as ever. Our
community has always
been our foundation, and

we’re excited to take this
next step together with
you.

This transition brings
together our years of ex-
perience and dedication,
allowing us to serve you
more efficiently. With
our strong milling capa-
bilities in Thorndale and
Aylmer, we’ll continue
offering a wide range of
premium feed products,
including  Shur-Gain’s
trusted, research-backed
formulas. You’ll find our
Country Mills branded
products alongside other
leading offerings in the
agricultural world—all
in one convenient spot!

One thing that won’t
change: Our fantas-
tic team! Many of the
friendly faces you know
and trust will still be
here, ready to lend a
hand. Whether you’re
a seasoned farmer or a
loving pet owner, our

staff is passionate about
helping you find the right
products to meet your
needs.

We’re so grateful for
your support over the
years, and we can’t wait
to serve our community
with even more enthusi-
asm and efficiency. On
behalf of the Saarloos
family and all of our
team, thank you for your
continued trust and loy-
alty.

As we embark on this
exciting journey with
Country Mills, we look
forward to growing to-
gether with you for many
years to come. Stop by or
give us a call soon to dis-
cover the enhanced of-
ferings and personalized
service that await you at
your local feed and farm
store!

Warm regards,
The Country Mills Team

COUNTRY MILLS
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Violent crime in Stratford increased

OvVer summer

CONNOR LUCZKA

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Even aside from the homicide and attempted homi-
cide that occurred in August, local police saw a surge
in violent crime over this last summer.

“We are seeing our violent crimes
increase, specifically robberies and
sexual assaults and, of course, the ho-
micide and attempted homicide that
occurred with the firearm incident
that we responded to in early August,”
Stratford Police Service (SPS) Chief
Gregory Skinner said at the most re-
cent police service board meeting on
Sept. 18.

The board did not meet in July and
August, so the monthly statistics for
June, July and August for each of the
SPS’ regions (Stratford, St. Marys
and Perth South) were presented.

Though Perth South saw no assaults
over the summer and only one sexual
offence, Stratford and St. Marys saw
much more. In Stratford, there were
14 assaults in June, eight in July and 11 in August.
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STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thu. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00 PARTS & SERVICE: Mon.-Sat. 8:00-5:00
*Our Service Department is Now Open on Saturdays™

There were four sexual offences in June, four in July,
and two in August.

In St. Marys, there were four assaults in June, three
in July and four in August. There were no sexual of-
fences in June or August, but there was one in July.

Skinner also said mental-health calls, overdoses and
drug-and-alcohol offences (particu-
larly impaired driving) continued to
trend upwards as well, along with vi-
olence in regards to youth charges.

Though the statistics presented did
not include September, Skinner said
incidents involving youth typically
rise that month due to the start of the
school year.

Shoplifting is also trending up-
wards. Skinner attributed that to the
rise of inflation and the difficulty res-
idents are having with making ends
meet.

The good news, Skinner assured, is
there have been fewer domestic-vio-
lence and property crime incidents.

Over the course of June, July and
August, there were 928 charges laid
in Stratford, 160 in St. Marys, and 418 in August.
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McCully’s
Hill Farm

Preserve of the Month
10% off McCully's Salsa

McCully's Annual Harvest Festival

McCully's Harvest Festival will run weekends (weather permitting) beginning
Saturday, October 5th to Sunday, October 27th. (Closed Thanksgiving Monday,
October 14) Hours are 10-3 Family fun at the farm including corn maze, wagon

rides, barn tours, pumpkin catapult and much more. $7.50/person, $6.25/per-

son for a family of four or more. Children under 2 years old are free.

Thanksgiving Baking at McCully's

Give the store a call to order your fruit and pumpkin pies for Thanksgiving
Dinner. Maple butter tarts, apple crisp and a variety of cookies are also
available.

Fresh Produce at McCully's

Sweet corn is available at McCully's and the Aarden Farms vegetable stand.
We have tasty Apple Cider, this season's crop of Gala, Honey Crisp and
MacIntosh apples and Bartlett Pears.We have Fall Decor and Pumpkins.

Store Hours for October
Open Daily 10 -5 Saturdays 9 -5
Closed Thanksgiving Monday, October 14

4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON. N4X 1C5

www.mccullys.ca « 519-284-2564
%
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Lincs record stays perfect with pair of shutouts

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

It has been 201 minutes and 16 seconds since the St.
Marys Lincolns have allowed a goal after the Lincs
earned a pair of shutouts over the Pelham Panthers
and Fort Erie Meteors.

Heading into their next game on Oct. 10 against the
Sarnia Legionnaires — the last team to score on the
Lincolns — St. Marys remains the only undefeated
team in the GOJHL.

Goaltenders Colby Booth-Housego and Nico Ar-
mellin have combined for three consecutive shutouts,
including on Oct. 4 when Booth-Housego stopped all
30 Pelham shots as the Lincolns thumped the Panthers
7-0. Booth-Housego’s night included a pair of high-
light-reel saves, including a cross-crease diving glove
stop and a heroic reach-back of the blocker.

While happy with the final score, head coach Jeff
Bradley remained focused on the team’s process to
consistently maintain their high standard of play.

“It was nice to get the two points for sure and nice
for Colby to get another shut-out. I thought in the first
10 minutes, we were good, but a bit of a challenge
we’ve had at times early this season has been sticking
with it when we’re not getting anything to show for it.
We’re getting a lot of chances but it didn’t yield any
results and I thought we started moving away from
what we were doing.”

Although he was happy with the team’s continued
work ethic, Bradley explained the Lincolns stumbled
slightly at times against the Panthers in terms of the
execution of their gameplan.

“We started turning pucks over and trying to do ex-
tra when extra wasn’t needed. We want to bend teams
and hopefully break them, but we weren’t quite do-
ing that. At times, we were playing not to lose. It was
taking two of our defenders to get the puck out of our
zone, which wasn't allowing us to pressure down the
walls. But that’s part of the process of growing as a
team and if we’re still collecting points in the mean-
time, that’s a big positive.”

According to Bradley, however, it’s all part of the
natural evolution of a team early in the year.

“It's a process to build trust. It’s not just the players
trying to earn the trust from the coaches; the coaches
are trying the earn the trust from the players as well
when we’re trying to implement and execute a game-
plan. It’s tough to do that for 60 minutes, especially
early in the year, but that’s where we’re trying to get
to.”

Despite outshooting the visiting Panthers 22-9 in
the opening frame, neither team could find the back
of the net until the 4:36 mark of the second period
when Owen Voortman completed a beautiful tic-tac-
toe passing play set up by linemates Luca Spagnolo
and Jaden Lee to put the Lincs up 1-0.

Six minutes and 21 seconds later, Tanner Ducharme
collected a rebound in front and backhanded home his
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Colby Booth-Housego leaves jaws dropped with a cross-crease diving-glove save during the St. Marys Lincolns’ 7-0 win
over the Pelham Panthers. The Lincs then blanked the Fort Erie Meteors 5-0 one night later.

first of the season. Ducharme, along with linemates
Blake Elzinga and Ryan Cornfield, received high
praise from the bench boss, as did their netminder and
a third-year blueliner.

“The line of Blake, Ryan and Tanner were great for
us,” Bradley said. “That line was a really big positive
for us. They worked really hard and that was the one
line that didn’t deviate from the gameplan all night.

“Colby (Booth-Housego) and Owen (Kalp) were our
two best players. Colby was obviously outstanding.
When we needed him, he was there. Owen has been
getting better every single game. He’s been playing
in Chatham for two years but he came in without us
knowing him in-depth. He’s a very smart player.”

Elzinga and Ethan Coups assisted on Ducharme’s
goal which was followed up just 22 seconds later by
a net-front scramble that last hit off Cornfield before
entering the Panthers’ net. Coups and Rowan Reid re-
corded the helpers.

In the third, Noah VandenBrink scored the first of
four goals in the period, the second of the year for the
Belmont, Ont. native which was assisted by Jacob Mc-
Lellan and Dylan Searles. Just under 10 minutes lat-
er, Ryan Hodkinson scored the first of two St. Marys
powerplay goals, the second of which was scored on a

partial breakaway by Chase MacQueen-Spence.

The goal was the first of the year for Mac-
Queen-Spence, who Bradley noted had a very strong
start to the season despite the puck not going in as
much as he would have hoped during the first month
of the campaign.

“With the skill level that Chase has, you sometimes
measure a guy like that by points and sometimes
don’t look enough at the intangibles. He’s been do-
ing so many things right. He’s taken the leadership
role to heart and he’s working incredibly hard on the
defensive side of the puck. He’s made it very easy to
trust him in any situation and he’s been getting plenty
of chances, so it was great to see him finally break
through and get rewarded. He more than deserved it.”

In the final minute of the game, Ducharme tucked
the puck through the five-hole on Logan Snyder to
finish off the 7-0 win with his second of the night.
Despite allowing seven goals, Snyder made 59 saves
as the Lincolns outshot Pelham 66-30.

Lincs overwhelm Meteors with stellar 60-minute
effort

For the second straight week, the second half of
their back-to-back was the Lincolns’ best showing as

CONTINUED TO PAGE 17
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they walked into Fort Erie and thoroughly outclassed
the Meteors en route to a 5-0 win.

Bradley was ceaselessly delighted with his team’s
performance on the road.

“I thought we were outstanding all around. When
you consider how tough a game it was for us, it’s re-
markable how well we played. It was the second half
of a back-to-back with a long bus trip that didn’t get
there as early as we’d hoped so getting a proper meet-
ing in was tougher, and we’re facing a good team that
was coming in angry after the way they lost the night
before.

“It was a challenge for our guys,” Bradley contin-
ued. “They knew how good Fort Erie was last year
and the aspirations that team had coming into the sea-
son. In those circumstances, we want to make sure
we're asserting some type of dominance and making
them question themselves a little bit and I thought we
accomplished that.”

According to the head coach, the team executed
their gameplan to a tee for virtually the entire night.

“We had three strict instructions to focus on. We
wanted our defencemen playing within the dots, hav-
ing the support we need in the offensive zone and,
with it being a bigger rink, making sure we're sup-
porting the puck and not leaving our guys in one-on-
one situations with the puck. For the vast majority of
the game, we did a great job and I was really happy
with our game.”

Unlike 24 hours previously, it took the Lincolns less
than 10 minutes to open the scoring with an aggres-
sive penalty-killing forecheck by Hodkinson, who
stole the puck from Meteors’ netminder Finn Mof-
fett when he left his crease to play the puck before
Hodkinson tucked it into an open net. Just under four
minutes later, Cornfield potted his third of the year to
send the Lincs to the dressing room up by two.

Four minutes and 47 seconds into the middle stanza,
Lee cranked a one-timer set up by Cornfield from the
slot by Moffett to make it 3-0 St. Marys. The goal
came as a result of an incredible shift by Elzinga,
whose fantastic solo effort kept the puck in the offen-
sive zone and ultimately resulted in Lee’s goal.

“When Pat and I were discussing our roster and pro-
jecting what we might be, a big part of that conversa-
tion hinged on the progression of Ryan and Blake,”
Bradley recalled. “We wanted to see if they would
step into that second-year role where guys usually
start to take off a little bit and they're doing exactly
that. We don't have the success we're having right now
without the play of Ryan and Blake.

“The biggest growth I see with Ryan is how respon-
sible he is. He is incredibly responsible on the ice with
or without the puck. And then with Blake, he is an
engine for our team. He has the skill to be a top-line
guy but he also does the hard, less-flashy work that
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After his incredible glove stop, Booth-Housego made another unbelievable stop when he reached back with his blocker
to deny the Panthers a second time on Oct. 4. Booth-Housego has earned shutouts in each of his last two games and the
Lincolns haven’t allowed a goal in their last 201 minutes and 16 seconds of gameplay.

allows him to be used in every situation. You look at
Jaden’s goal; that goal doesn’t happen without Blake
on the ice.”

Along with Cornfield and Elzinga, Bradley also
mentioned Coups as a Lincoln whose progression has
stood out to the head coach.

“We see these guys every time they take the ice,
so we're looking for who's progressing. You have the
usual suspects who are big on this team, but to see
Ethan Coups, who wasn’t relied on as much in Navan
last year as he is here and coming in after breaking his
leg last year, play his best game of the season for us on
the big ice and move as well as he has bee. Consider-
ing he is a bigger player, it was great to see.

“Ethan has progressed very well, especially recent-
ly,” continued Bradley. “He is a great teammate, which
we saw when he sorted things out when the game got
a bit rough. Ethan is a protector. He cares about his
teammates and doesn’t want to see his teammates get
taken advantage of.”

Later in the second, Zander Kechego sent a perfect
saucer pass onto the stick of MacQueen-Spence who
tipped the puck by Moffett for his second in as many
days.

With just 16 seconds left in the period, Hodkinson
completed his three-point game with his second of the

GOJHL Western Conference Standings (as of Oct. 7)
Rank Team Record PTS GF GA
1 St Marys Lincolns 7-0-0-0 14 32 5
2 Stratford Warriors 7-1-0-0 14 29 16
3 LaSalle Vipers G-2-0-0 12 a0 21
4 Listowel Cyclones 5-2-0-0 10 28 23
5 Elmira Sugar Kings ~ 4-2-2-0) 0 33 28
i} K-W Siskins A4-2-0-1 8 25 21
7 Strathroy Rockets 4-2-0-1 9 25 28
8 Chatham Maroons 4-3-0-0 8 38 24
a London MNationals 2-2-21 722 22
10 3t Thomas Stars 2-3-0-1 5 20 35
1" Kaomoka Kings 1-7-0-0 2 aa
12 Samia Legionnaires  0-5-1-0 1 16 23

season on a St. Marys powerplay. Hodkinson’s power-
play tally continued the Lincs’ powerplay excellence
as the team has scored at least one goal with the man
advantage in each of their first seven games.

With Armellin turning away all 21 Fort Erie shots
in his first GOJHL shutout, the Lincs surpassed 200
consecutive minutes of gameplay in which they have
not been scored on, dating back to Sept. 27 against the
Legionnaires. The Lincolns also remain the only team
in the GOJHL to still have only allowed single-digit
goals against this season, with only five goals surren-
dered in seven games.

St. Marys Lincolns 2024-25 Stats (as of Oct. 7)
Rank Player GP G A PTS
1 Luca Spagnolo 7 5] 4 10
2 Jaden Lee 7 5 4 9
3 Owen Voortman 7 2 3 8
T-4 Ryan Hodkinscn 7 5 2 7
Ryan Cormnfield 7 3 - 7
Moah VandenBrink 7 2 5 T
T-T  Blake Elzinga 7 2 - &
Chase MacQueen-Spence 7 2 - ]
Jacob MeLellan 7 1 5 G
10 Ryder Livermare 7 0 5 5
11 Tanner Ducharme 5 2 2 4
12 Dylan Seares 5 2 1 3
T-13 Rowan Reid 4 0 2 2
Ethan Coups 7 0 2 2
T-15 Zander Kechego 5 0 1 1
Crwen Kalp & 0 1 1
Chase McDougall ] 0 1 1
Jacob Montesi 7 0 1 1
T-19  Julian Stubgen 5 0 0 0
Hayden Barch B 0 0 0
# Goalies GP GAA SV-% Wins
1 Colby Booth-Housega 4 075 04874 4
29 Mico Armellin 3 067 0871 3
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U12 A Boys earn highspeed 2-1 win over Strathroy

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

The Ul2 A Boys St. Marys Rock were
fired out of a cannon on Oct. 2 when
they picked up a 2-1 win in their first
game of the regular season.

Head coach Merlin Malinowski noted
there were details to his team’s game to
clean up, but he was thrilled with the ef-
fort put forward by his group.

“It was a scrambly game at times,
but I thought we controlled the play for
the most part,” Malinowski told the In-
dependent. “There were times when
Strathroy came at us hard and had some
good chances and, thankfully, Luke (Sa-
vile) made the saves for us. It wasn’t the
prettiest at times, but they played hard
every shift, so overall, I'm happy with
how they played.”

Talan Ward opened the scoring for the
Rock in the first period and the game
would remain up for grabs until Attley

Maximize your

return.

Conservative
Advice for
Intelligent
Decisions

519-273-1633

Donna L. Hinz

Franklin E. Hinz

196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4
franklinehinz.com

Ehogetz buried the eventual game-win-
ner in the third.

Despite the low-scoring final result,
the game was a high-flying affair with
every St. Marys skater working incredi-
bly hard and skating at a breakneck pace.
Malinowski said the collective compete
level of his group is one of their great-
est assets, and even if they have to refine
the details of their game, he is happy he
isn’t tasked with pulling effort out of his
squad.

“What I'm hoping is that when one
guy is playing like that, everyone after
him is motivated to do the same thing
and they push each other to keep work-
ing hard. There are a lot of competitive
kids in our dressing room and they don’t
want to be outdone, so they’re always
striving to be better, and that’s a real-
ly good thing for a coach to have. You
don't have to motivate them to go hard
because they're pushing each other.”

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Talan Ward whips a shot on net during the U12 A Boys St. Marys Rock’s 2-1 win over Strath-
roy on Oct. 2. Ward scored one of the Rock’s goals in the game.
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Sun. Sept. 29 - Travis Gueguen, Stratford

Mon. Sept. 30 - Tori Jantzi, Tavistock

Tues. Oct. 01 - Paul & Karen Nyenhuis, St. Pauls
Wed. Oct. 02 - Michelle Witzel, Shakespeare
Thur. Oct. 03 - Lois Smith-Leyser, Stratford

Fri. Oct. 04 - Justin & Mara Innes, St. Pauls

Sat. Oct. 05 - Ann Knowles, Stratford

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690

CHILI COOK OFF

$50.00

$50.00 Saturday, October 19th
$50.00 Come on down and sample some local recipes.
$50.00 Cost is $15.00 per person Starts at 3:00 pm
$50.00 Meat Draw October 11th
$50.00 All turkeys

$200.00

Club will be closed
Saturday Oct. 12 and Monday Oct. 14

www.fraserpaving.ca
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TAVISTOCK MEN’S CLUB

SAUERKRAUT &
BB(O PORK CHOP
L™ -
SUPPER
Wednesday, November 13, 2024
4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
TAVISTOCK MEMORIAL HALL

3 Adam St., Tavistock
Pick-Up Only

Tickets available at Men’s Club Hall - 78 Woodstock St. N.
Every Wednesday 4-7 pm and Saturdays 11am-2pm
Starting October 9th to November 9th
or from Club members

or call 519-655-2286 or 519-655-3573
or at Tavistock arena booth
email: info@tavistockmensclub.ca

www.samshomehardware.com

hardware

WE NOW CARRY HOWIES
HOCKEY ACCESSORIES

$30

63 Wellington St. N, St. Marys, ON, N4X 1A6
Phone: (519) 284-4142 | Fax: (519) 284-3592
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DCVI Boys Baseball team scores win over Mitchell

SPENCER SEYMOUR
Independent Sports Reporter

The St. Marys DCVI Boys Baseball
team rebounded after a tough loss to
St. Michael Catholic Secondary School
in their first game of the day on Oct.
2 with an impressive 7-1 victory over
Mitchell.

Coach Graham Rae was very pleased
with his team’s showing in their six-
run win and credited his starting
pitcher with playing a significant role
in coming away victorious.

“The boys played a really clean
game against Mitchell,” Rae told the
Independent. “It started with Grayson
Boreham on the mound. It was his best
outing of the season and he dominated
the Mitchell hitters right from the be-
ginning of the game. His fastball was
overpowering and he got a ton of swing
and miss on his slider. That helped set
the tone for the game. The bats also
woke up and we were able to get some
early runs, which allowed everyone to

relax and play well.”

As noted, the 7-1 win followed an
11-6 loss to St. Mike’s. Rae credited
the squad for shaking off the day's first
result and refocusing for their clash
with Mitchell.

“It was great to see them bounce
back so well. The boys changed their
approach and came in supporting each
other and knowing that mistakes hap-
pen, but they need to roll with it and
keep playing hard. They came in with
a positive mindset knowing that they
can only control what they do, and they
can't control any external influences.
That helped them not to get upset when
something didn't go their way.”

Rae also noted the Salukis' improve-
ment from a year ago to this year.

“Since last year, they have really
come into their own and grown into
the team. As the season has gone on
this year, they are coming to the ball-
park expecting to win or at least com-
pete. They are becoming more settled
in their positions and their roles on the
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(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Grayson Boreham launches a pitch towards the plate during the St. Marys DCVI Boys Baseball
team’s 7-1 win over Mitchell. Boreham took a starring role in the win, with coach Graham Rae
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LESSONS

- Adults and youth welcome

-learn to play along / sing along to songs of your choice

-'relaxed" learning / at your own pace / use of your
preferred method of learning

-flexible scheduling - time and hours

-free introductory meeting / lesson

-$20/30 minor $35/ hr

Contact Mike Graves 515-808-5846

B ST

.M A RYS
dl D ENTISTRY

520 WATER ST, S. PO. BOX 1650 | ST. MARYS, ON N4X 1B9 | 519-284-2660

Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem

ACCEPTING CANADIAN DENTAL CARE PLAN
EARLY JULY 2024

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS: We offer early morning appointment
times, and have later appointment times three days per week.
520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660 | www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

calling the game Boreham’s “best outing of the season.”
r

Nails & Waxing

SN Acrylic/Gel
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(¥ 4 Manicure

":f.f-_-‘ :\--!' Pedicure

Phone 226-661-4168
104 Queen St. E. St. Marys, On. N4X 1A3

Monday - Friday 9:30am - 5pm, Saturday 9:30am - 1pm., Closed Sunday
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North Nissouri Church
24058 Fairview Road, Thorndale
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FERN PRIDHAM - Real Estate Broker
519 274 2885
fernpridham@gmail.com
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Jumpstart

Giving kids a sp

Cameron Stokes releases a shot on goal during this past Monday’s U11 A Boys St. Marys
Rock game.

Lukas Francis rockets a wrist shot on net during the U13 A Boys St. Marys Rock game this
past Monday.

Fimogd ™ paponr=—

Jack Anderson moves the puck over the opposing blueline during the U10 A Boys St. Marys
Rock game last Wednesday.
l’
v

Luke Simons gallops out of his own zone with the puck during the U14 A Boys St. Marys
Rock game last Wednesday.

Eveline Haanstra launches the puck on goal from the point during last Wednesday’s U13 C
Girls St. Marys Rock game.

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTOS)
Simon Taylor fires the puck through centre ice during last Thursday’s U18 A Boys St. Marys
Rock game.
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Thorndale News

Memorial Rose Garden a
lovely tribute to area

A section within the
St. Marys Independent

Thorndale Women’s
Institute hosts farewell

gathering

(NANCY ABRA PHOTO)

(NANCY ABRA PHOTO)

Pictured at the Thorndale Memorial Rose Garden from left to right are Thorndale and Area
Horticultural Society president MaryLou Bontje, members who help maintain the garden
Shirley Hacon and Carolyn Noble, and Don Evanitski, owner of Done Right Landscaping.

Members of the Thorndale Women’s Institute (WI) attended a farewell gathering at the
Thorndale Library Oct. 3 after the group formally disbanded last year. Seated from left to
right are Dorothy Elliott, a Thorndale WI member since 1966, Judy Eaton, Trudy Nieuwland
and Berniece Harris. Standing from left to right are Annie VanHooydunk, Dorothy Jones,
Ruth Gourley, Janice Jones and Corrie Siroen.

NANCY ABRA
Independent Reporter

Approximately in the centre of Thorn-
dale, on King Street, west of Agnes
Street, is the Memorial Rose Garden.
This special garden was established in
1997 by the Thorndale & Area Horticul-
tural Society at the request of the West
Nissouri Township council to identify
the site of the old library property.

The garden was designed by horticul-
tural society member Marilyn Turner
with the work done by a team of volun-
teers from the society and area residents
with contributions of features and land-
scape supplies donated by local busi-
nesses.

The large stone in the centre of the gar-
den recognizes the garden’s beginning
with a slab stone in front marking the
site of the former library. The walkway
that encircles this stone is inlayed with
flag stones purchased from the Thorn-
dale horticultural society by families in
memory of their loved ones. The centre
garden and on the perimeter are planted
with roses in memory of loved ones and
roses that represents certain milestones

in Canadian history.

The rose on the middle wall trellis has
significant local history. It started from
a clipping donated by Grace Fulton, a
longtime resident of Thorndale. This
clipping was taken from her grandfa-
ther, William Stone’s original American
beauty climbing rose which he planted
by the front steps of his home at 230
King St. Stone was a member of the
first Thorndale horticultural society in
the 1930s. The clipping of this climbing
rose was given to Bill Heeman, which he
nurtured to maturity before it was plant-
ed in this special garden.

Recently, the society hired DoneRight
Landscaping based out of Ballymote
to install the brickwork around all the
rose beds and they cleaned the stones
and fixed the walkway to remove walk-
ing hazards, as well as mulched all the
gardens. The funding for this work has
come from local business sponsorships
and from the society’s annual Green
Thumb Garden Tour fundraisers.

Memorial stones are still available for
purchase for the Memorial Rose Garden
or for personal gardens by contacting
thorndalehort@gmail.com.

4

Thorndale Lions Club Presents

Fall Community Breakfast 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Sunday, October 27th,

Thorndale Lions Community Centr\é

$15 , Kids 6-10 — $5,'5 & under — Free
| : N |

NANCY ABRA
Independent Reporter

The Thorndale Women’s Institute (WI)
officially disbanded from the Federation
Women’s Institute of Ontario and folded
their group at the end of 2023.

Over the past few months, some mem-
bers got together to finish their Tweeds-
muir History Books. With that complet-
ed, they wanted to end on a high note.

On the afternoon of Oct 3, present and

past members that were able to come,
gathered at the Thorndale Library for
a little social time, sharing memories
of their activities, their catering func-
tions and community events the Thorn-
dale WI were involved in over the many
years. The ladies also chatted how im-
portant this group was in their lives and
the friendships they had made.

The Thorndale Women’s Institute, an
organization that started in 1908, will be
truly missed in the community.

Happy October from the
Thorndale Library!

THORNDALE LIBRARY

Submission

This month we celebrate autumn with
seasonal displays and activities. We’ve
replaced our beautiful flower wall with
an owl wall—we want to know: “Whoo
loves books?”

We know one group that loves books,
and that’s our youngest patrons and their
caregivers! If you’re part of this group,
please drop in for stories, songs, and
rhymes at Storytime on Tuesdays from
10:30-11:00am.

Join us for Aye Matey PD Day on Fri-
day, October 11. Can you roll your R’S
like a pirate? Willing to walk the plank?
Drop in at 11:30am for all things pirate!

Every month, Middlesex County Li-

brary offers some reading inspiration.
October’s inspiration is to embrace the
scary by reading a creepy horror novel or
ghost story. You could read something a
little bit lighter, like Ghost Stories, fea-
turing Nancy Drew and written by Caro-
lyn Keene, or jump into the spooky deep
end with horror authors like Tananarive
Due, Shirley Jackson, or Stephen King.
Please let us know if you would like
some help choosing this month’s book,
and be sure to pick up a bookmark or co-
louring sheet at the library to keep track
of your reading progress.

As always, feel free to drop in, call us
at 519-461-1150, or email us at thorn-
dale staff@middlesex.ca with any ques-
tions or to register for upcoming pro-
grams. We hope to see you at the library!
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COLUMNS

UKRAINIAN

OLENA OLIANINA

Independent Columnist

The Ukrainian embroidered towel or rushnyk is
much more than a simple piece of fabric; it embodies
a wealth of cultural significance and artistry that has
been passed down through generations. Its intricate
designs and rich history reflect the deep connection
Ukrainians have with their heritage, making it a cher-
ished symbol of identity and tradition.

The origins of the rushnyk date back to ancient
times where it served various practical and ceremonial
purposes. Traditionally woven from linen, these tow-
els were often used in everyday life from household
tasks to significant rituals. The rushnyk was especial-
ly prominent in wedding ceremonies, symbolizing the
couple’s new life together. During the ceremony, it
was used to welcome guests, bless the couple and even
as a ceremonial cover for the bread and salt, represent-
ing hospitality and prosperity.

Historically, each region of Ukraine has its own
unique patterns and colours influenced by local cus-
toms and beliefs. These designs often incorporate
symbols of fertility, health and protection, showcas-
ing the rich tapestry of Ukrainian folklore. Each stitch
tells a story, making the rushnyk a living testament to
the culture it represents.

One of the most fascinating aspects of the rushnyk is
the variety of stitches and techniques used in its cre-
ation. Skilled artisans often employ a range of embroi-
dery styles, such as cross-stitch, satin stitch and stem
stitch, each contributing to the overall aesthetic and
meaning of the piece. The use of vibrant colours — red,
black and white — often carries specific symbolism
with red representing love and passion, while black
can symbolize mourning or protection.

Additionally, the rushnyk is not limited to the home;
it has also found its place in religious contexts. In
Ukrainian Orthodox and Catholic traditions, embroi-
dered towels are often used during sacraments, adding

Ukrainian embroidered towel a rich tapestry of tradition

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

The rushnyk is a Ukrainian embroidered towel and a symbol
of tradition, art, and a deep connection to cultural heritage.

a layer of spiritual significance. This intertwining of
daily life and spirituality highlights the rushnyk's role
as a sacred object, worthy of reverence.

In modern times, the rushnyk continues to play a
vital role in preserving Ukrainian culture, especial-
ly among the diaspora. Many Ukrainian communities
abroad take pride in showcasing these embroidered

towels during cultural festivals, family gatherings,
and other celebrations. The rushnyk serves as a bridge
connecting generations, allowing younger Ukrainians
to appreciate their heritage through art and craftsman-
ship.

My own experiences with rushnyk have deepened
my appreciation for their beauty and significance. |
remember attending family celebrations where these
towels adorned tables, adding a touch of tradition to
modern gatherings. The rushnyk evokes feelings of
warmth and nostalgia, reminding me of the stories
shared by my grandparents about their origins and the
meanings behind each design.

When I see a beautifully embroidered rushnyk, I am
struck by the meticulous craftsmanship and the love
embedded in each stitch. These towels are not merely
decorative items; they are repositories of memory and
emotion, connecting the past with the present. I find
it inspiring how something so simple can carry such
profound meaning.

Moreover, the act of creating a rushnyk is often a
communal effort, with families and communities
coming together to share skills and stories. This as-
pect of collaboration fosters a sense of belonging and
continuity, reinforcing the idea that culture is a living,
breathing entity.

The Ukrainian embroidered towel is a vibrant sym-
bol of national identity and cultural heritage. Its rich
history, intricate designs and deep-rooted significance
reflect the values and beliefs of the Ukrainian peo-
ple. As we celebrate and preserve these traditions, the
rushnyk serves as a reminder of our connections to our
ancestors, our communities and our collective history.

In a world that is increasingly globalized, the rush-
nyk stands as a testament to the importance of cultural
heritage. It encourages us to embrace our roots and
share our stories, ensuring that the art and traditions
of our ancestors continue to thrive for generations to
come.

Straight from the Shelves

LAURA MCASH

St. Marys Public Library

Inspired by the themes found in the
Perth County Reads title “Cold”, by
Drew Hayden Taylor, the St. Marys Pub-
lic Library has partnered with Stone-
town Karate to teach you Self Defense.
Join us upstairs in the Library on Octo-
ber 19 to build confidence with personal
safety, learn de-escalation techniques,
and increase personal awareness. The
kids session starts at 10 a.m. while the
adult session begins at 11:30 a.m. This
program is free to attend and everyone
is welcome. Register here: tinyurl.com/
smplsignup
This Week’s Recommendation

In Emily St. John Mandel’s 2014 nov-
el “Station Eleven”, civilization as we
know it has collapsed and the Great
Lakes region is now sparsely populat-

ed by numerous small communities.
Most are stationary, save for a group
of performers that move from place to
place, sharing their talents and keep-

ing art alive. Things run smoothly until
they run into a dangerous prophet who
threatens what the troop holds most
dear. This book is surprisingly uplifting
for a post-apocalyptic story and will be
one that restores some of your faith in
humanity. “Station Eleven” is available
in hard copy and on Libby.

Up This Week

Fri., Oct. 11: Open 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sat., Oct. 12: Open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Mon., Oct. 14: CLOSED

Tues., Oct. 15: Open 10:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Wed., Oct. 16: EarlyON Play and Read
(9:30-10:30 a.m.), Mahjong! (1-4 p.m.),
Scrabble (6-8 p.m.)

Thurs., Oct. 17: Open 10:30 a.m. to 5
p.m.

needles?
Cheers!

Dear Arborist,

What can you tell me about Dawn
Redwoods, should they lose their

Dear Cheers,

A Dawn Redwood (Metasequoia
glyptostroboides) is an endangered
deciduous conifer. Deciduous conifers,
unlike evergreens, lose their needles
in the winter.

The Dawn Redwood was thought to
be extinct, having been only seen in
the fossil record. However, the tree
was rediscovered in the 1940s during
WWII by a Chinese forester. According
to the fossil record, at one time the
Dawn Redwood was considered the

most common tree in the Northern
Hemisphere. If the conditions are right,
the Dawn Redwood can grow up to
160 ft tall and 7 ft wide.

This deciduous conifer is not the same
kind of Redwood as the giant ones
found on the West Coast. Although
the trees are often confused, Coastal
redwoods (Sequoia sempervirens) are
quite different.

Sincerely
The Arborist

Joel Hackett is a certified Arborist
residing in the St. Marys area.
Currently, he spends most of the
year running Joel’s Tree Service. For
contact call 519 272 5742 or email
jtsquote@gmail.com
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FROM THE GARDEN: An apple a day...

NANCY ABRA

Independent Columnist

The saying, "an apple a day
keeps the doctor away" is from
a longer proverb, ‘Eat an ap-
ple on going to bed and you’ll
keep the doctor from earning
his bread’ that originated from
Wales in the mid 1800s. Ac-
cording to my research, this
saying became popular in the
United States between 1913
and 1922 and more prevalent
during the Prohibition period
to encourage people to eat ap-
ples instead of drinking them
in cider form. It was becom-
ing known that fresh apples
had good health benefits, and
the texture help to clean teeth.
www.healthline.com/nutrition/
an-apple-a-day-keeps-the-doc-
tor-away

The apple industry in Canada
is significant with major pro-
duction in Ontario, British Co-
lumbia and Quebec. Ontario,
being the largest apple produc-
ing province, accounts for al-
most 35 per cent of the national
production with approximately
16,000 acres, the majority lo-
cated along the shores of Lake

Ontario, Lake Erie, Lake Hu-
ron and Georgian Bay. https://
www.ontario.ca/page/apples

Eborall Fruits is one of the
many fruit growers in the Ni-
agara area. Clay Eborall, a
good friend of ours, is the third
generation on this 100-acre
family farm. Besides growing
strawberries, cherries, peach-
es, plums, nectarines and
grapes, they also grow twelve
varieties of apples. When 1
asked Clay about variety pop-
ularity, he stated, “the most
popular apple varieties with
his farmer’s market customers
are Honeycrisp, Gala, Ambro-
sia and McIntosh.”

Honeycrisp, which has been
around for about fifteen years,
is know for its crisp texture
and sweet tart flavour, per-
fect for eating fresh. The Gala
has enjoyed popularity for ap-
proximately thirty years and
is sweet and aromatic, a great
apple for snacking and salads.
The Ambrosia variety, trend-
ing for about ten years, is an-
other juicy sweet apple ideal
for eating fresh or used in des-
serts. And good old MclIntosh
or ‘Mac’, which has been com-
mercially available since the
1880s, still ranks popular with
consumers. “The Mac is still
very popular,” remarked Clay.
“There seems to be a loyal-
ty with my customers for that
variety. It is one of the sweet-
est fresh off the tree and with
the other varieties gets sweeter
over time.”

Clay Eborall of Eborall Fruits.

As any produce farmer and
market gardener, they always
want to expand their custom-
er base. What new variety that
will create interest and attract
more customers. But it is also
important for these growers
to maintain their good level of
quality.

A few weeks ago, while vis-
iting our favourite fruit grow-
er, Clay suggested I try their
newest apple variety, Rave. He
explained they started growing
this new variety a couple of
years ago for an earlier harvest

in the first part of September,
and to transition to the later
popular apple varieties.

Rave, a hybrid created by
crossing  Honeycrisp  with
MonArk, is a variety from
Arkansas developed by the
University of Minnesota. Clay
explained, “the customers are
drawn to the vibrant fuch-
sia-red colour. When they see
it, they ask what is that ap-
ple?” Adding, “I am pleased
that Rave is generating a lot of
excitement. You never know
growing a new variety, if it

(NANCY ABRA PHOTO)

will be a hit.”

Rave is an attractive red ap-
ple with customer eye-appeal.
It also has a juicy refreshing
flavour. To me, it has that old
familiar taste of a Spy apple,
crisp with a snappy zing but
much juicier. The texture is
firm and crunchy, a great apple
for snacking fresh.

The saying ‘an apple a day...’
has been around for genera-
tions and for good reason, as
everyone enjoys this portable,
healthy snack.
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LUCKHaARDT

e Excavation
* Trucking

e Landscape
Design & Build

» Septic Installation

L ANDWIUORK S

FLOODING AND DRAINAGE ISSUES?
CALL US TO FIX THAT
Bryn Luckhardt, N.P.D
519-272-3408 * bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com
www.luckhardtlandworks.com
ST. MARYS, ONTARIO

NOW OFFERING -

LAUNDRY!
Services

& Folding
& Pick up and delivery
& Same day & 48 hour services available

& Eco-friendly equipment

St. Marys and Surrounding Area

Sheila LeBlanc
519-630-2665

spotless@writeme.com
spotlesscleaningplus.wixsite.com/clean
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HISTORIC ST. MARYS: the nspector's Report, Part 2

MARY SMITH

Independent Columnist

The photograph of the St. Marys Col-
legiate Institute with this column was
taken in 1886 to show off the first of
many additions made to the original
four-room building. Compared to mod-
ern schools with classrooms made to
accommodate 30 or so students, when it
was built in the early 1870s, St. Marys
Collegiate was designed quite differ-
ently. The photograph shows a central,
slightly recessed entrance on the south
side of the building. It led into a large
hallway with one single, spacious class-
room on either side. A staircase led to
the hall on the upper floor where, as on
the ground floor, there were two more
large classrooms. For classes in English
and Mathematics — obligatory subjects in
the curriculum — even a small school like
St. Marys could have as many as 90 stu-
dents in one class. There were large win-
dows along two sides of each classroom.
The smaller windows in the belvedere on
the roof may have helped illuminate the
hallway below. This intriguing architec-
tural feature was removed during later
renovations, taking away much of the
building’s appeal.

A portion of the classrooms may have
been partitioned off as cloakrooms, al-
though according to the inspector’s re-
port in 1888, the boys hung their caps
in the hall. The girls did have their own
“cap-room;” the inspector recommended
providing them with a washstand, per-
haps with a mirror. There were no ad-
ministrative offices — the principal would
have taken the desk in the best class-
room. For special school events, such as
concerts and commencement exercises,
the student body assembled in the town
hall auditorium or the St. Marys Opera
House. There would, however, have been
a custodian and a place in the basement
for his equipment. As well as keeping the
building tidy, he would have understood
the workings of the boiler that provided
steam heating to the building.

The High School Inspector, appointed
by the Ontario Department of Educa-
tion, visited every high school/collegiate
in the province at least once a year and
issued a report, grading components
from I (highest) to IV (lowest.) In the
early 1880s, the school board had been
informed that to retain its status as a
collegiate institute, it would need a gym-
nasium for teaching physical education
and a science laboratory complete with
apparatus. In 1886, a two-room wing
was added at the northwest corner of
the building. It can be identified in this
photograph by the slightly lighter colour
of the brickwork. The science room was
on one level and the gymnasium on the
other.

This major expenditure of local tax-
payers’ money, not a dozen years after
the high school had opened, had been
highly controversial. The persuasive
school principal, [saac M. Levan, backed
by letters from the Department of Edu-
cation, eventually convinced a very re-
luctant town council to approve the proj-

(PHOTO COURTESY OF ST. MARYS MUSEUM'S HISTORIC IMAGE COLLECTION)
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St. Marys Collegiate Institute, 1886, showing the addition for a science room and a gymnasium.

ect. One of the school’s five teachers was
assigned to teach science and given basic
apparatus to conduct experiments. But
there was considerable uncertainty about
how teachers and students should use the
gymnasium. Several officers of the lo-
cal militia agreed to come to the school
regularly during the winter months to
conduct drills and callisthenics. When
the weather was warmer, it appears that
both the school board and the teachers
believed that the students got enough ex-
ercise “through the sports and gambols
in which youth indulge with such en-
thusiasm, and for which our playground
of two acres affords such ample scope.”
The inspector’s report following his an-
nual visit in May 1888 shows that this
approach to physical education was un-
acceptable.

At the time of the inspector’s visit, the
science teacher had finished the course
and was reviewing the work in prepara-
tion for final examinations. However, the
inspector pointed out that although the
laboratory was in satisfactory condition
with a table for the teacher to do demon-
strations, the students had no space or
apparatus to conduct chemical exper-
iments on their own. Therefore, the in-
structor could not do “first class work.”
The inspector recommended purchasing
a table and more apparatus for student
use, perhaps partitioning off a section of
the classroom to create a separate labo-
ratory area. Students’ timetables should
include four hours a week of science in-
struction.

The board committee created to exam-
ine and respond to the inspector’s report
objected to all these suggestions. The
room for the laboratory had been built
just two years earlier in accordance with
the Department’s specifications, despite
local taxpayers’ objections. Now they
were asked to spend money to modify
this room. The committee pointed out
another of the inspector’s criticisms: in
the lowest classes, “A few read very well;
most read poorly.” If that was the case,
why would the inspector recommend
taking time away from teaching basic

reading and mathematics to spend so
many hours “on a branch of science that
will be of no further use in later life, or
the study of which will be further prose-
cuted by less than one per cent of the pu-
pils?” The committee pressed the point:
“It is of little importance that our chil-
dren can blow hydrogen bubbles if they
cannot check over their washer-wom-
an’s account, or write an ordinary letter
without murdering the Queen’s English.”
They recommended that no more taxpay-
ers’ money should be spent on “toys.”
The inspector could not assess instruc-
tion in physical education because, at the
time of his visit, there was “no provision
for drill, callisthenics and gymnastics.”
He pointed out that physical education
was obligatory, and in-

be in urban schools, its importance in
rural districts sinks to a minimum, is not
a display of good judgement, and calcu-
lated to bring our school into disfavour.”

The board committee’s report ended
with the declaration that if the Depart-
ment of Education planned to follow up
this year’s list of deficiencies with “con-
tinual and increasing demand for further
outlay,” the board might as well just give
up. “Far better to have continued it as a
private school, independent of Govern-
ment aid, and free from Government
control.” They were proud of the school’s
history. Assisted by “an exceptionally
able staff of teachers,” it had been raised
to a high standard of excellence among
the schools of the province, “a school,
the thoroughness of whose teaching
has been tried in many an examination
hall and has not been found wanting; a
school that has filled an important place
in an intelligent community and filled it
well! But the hand that should foster it
is engaged in strangling it!” Government
demands were more than a small town
could afford.

These statements were mostly bom-
bast. The special committee knew that
their response to the inspector’s report
would be published in the local news-
papers. They wanted taxpayers to know
that they were fighting hard to avoid
unnecessary spending and to keep edu-
cation at the collegiate relevant to their
small town. But, of course, they were
short-sighted. The study of all branches
of science and physical education be-
came vital elements of secondary edu-
cation. Successes in these areas would
bring additional honour and recognition
to the St. Marys Collegiate Institute well
into the future.

struction should be pro-
vided year-round. He had
looked inside the gymna-
sium and found a broken
windowpane and a loose
batten. He insisted that
not only should repairs
be made, but more equip-
ment was needed, as well

\
as a stove for the unheat- /*“‘
B (]

ed room. The board com-
mittee’s response to these
remarks was even more
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emphatic than it had been
concerning the laboratory.
They felt that the inspec-
tor, “by peeping through
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the door,” had discovered a
couple minor issues which
gave him “an excellent
excuse for fault-finding
and for grading down the
school.” They complained
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ed by the inspector, they
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hire a physical education
instructor. The committee
stated: “However import-
ant physical training may
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S OUTHWE STE RN ONTARIO OUTD OORS: The advent of Canadian conservation fundraising

JEFF HELSDON

Independent Columnist

A significant milestone in
conservation fundraising was
marked on Sept. 20 in Port
Rowan when the Port Row-
an Ducks Unlimited Chapter
marked its 50th anniversary.

This was not just any anni-
versary, as it signified 50 years
of the start of local chapters
and the conservation fundrais-
ing dinner concept in Canada.

Ducks Unlimited Canada was
formed in 1938, just a year af-
ter the organization was started
in the U.S. With the majority of
the ducks breeding on the Ca-
nadian Prairies, early visionar-
ies knew they had to improve
habitat where the ducks raise
their young. The first project
was on the ground in 1938 in
Manitoba.

Although the organization
had members and donors in the
early days, it didn’t have local
chapters and fundraising din-
ners as are known today. That
started in the mid-1960s in the
U.S.

In 1974, Hazard Campbell,

who was a Buffalo, N.Y. res-
ident and a member of the
Turkey Point Company on
Long Point Bay, convinced
fellow members of the storied
duck-hunting club Jack Rice
and Dr. Duncan Sinclair of
Aylmer to attend a DU dinner
in his hometown. Rice and Sin-
clair were so impressed with
the Buffalo DU dinner they
questioned why they couldn’t
do the same in Canada.

On Oct. 23, 1974, the first
dinner of the Ducks Unlimited
Long Point Bay Chapter was
held in the Tillsonburg Com-
munity Centre. The committee
members, who became known
as DU Canada’s Magnificent
Seven, were William Red An-

derson, Tillsonburg; Walter
Burton, Tillsonburg; Harvey
Ferris, Port Rowan; Lloyd

Leask, Simcoe; Dr.

raised for wetland conservation
through the conservation din-
ner program.

Sinclair went on to become
the national president of DU
Canada. He also lent a hand
in starting the organization in
Mexico, Australia and New
Zealand.

The mark was not only made
on wetland conservation but
spread to forests as well. In
the United States, the Nation-
al Wild Turkey Federation
(NWTF) led the drive to re-es-
tablish the wild turkey across
the country. When a reintro-
duction program was started in
Canada, southwestern Ontario
residents led the way. Dr. Dave
Ankney, a zoology professor
at the University of Western
Ontario, and Joel Hopkins of
London pushed bringing wild

turkeys back to Ontario after
a hunting trip to Virginia with
their spouses. Both had cottag-
es at Long Point.

When the turkey reintroduc-
tion started, the Ontario Fed-
eration of Anglers and Hunters
led the way, and worked with
the NWTF. The first release in
the program to bring back wild
turkeys was in Norfolk Coun-
ty and a fundraising dinner to
help with costs of the program
was held in Port Rowan.

The conservation dinner con-
cept is part of hunters paying
for conservation. Hunter dol-
lars have assisted with pre-
serving hundreds of thousands
of acres of wetlands, bringing
back the wild turkey, the elk
and enhancing habitat for wa-
terfowl, turkeys, deer, ruffed
grouse and many non-game

species.

Today, conservation dinners
are held in many communities
across the country. Rural com-
munities with smaller popu-
lations often contribute more
than cities. One lesser-known
fact is Norfolk County chap-
ters of DU, Delta Waterfowl,
the National Wild Turkey Fed-
eration (which since pulled out
of Canada), the Canadian Wild
Turkey Federation and the
Ruffed Grouse Society of Can-
ada have all at one time been
the top fundraisers for their or-
ganizations in the entire coun-
try.

Jeff Helsdon is an award-win-
ning outdoor writer, a colum-
nist for Ontario Out of Doors
and writes for several other
outdoor publications.

Elmer Quintyn, Till-
sonburg; Rice and
Sinclair.

The next dinner,
and every one since,
has been held in the
Port Rowan Com-
munity Centre.

The importance of
this milestone can’t
be understated. Pri-
or to this, DU Can-
ada had members
but fundraising was
not of the scale that
quickly took off af-
ter the first dinner.
Millions upon mil-
lions of dollars was

ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR

EXETER CHAPTER #222

BBQ HALF CHICKEN DINNER

SAT. OCTOBER 19, 2024

Prepared by Pineridge Barbeque Co.
Served by Exeter Eastern Star Members

Includes: homemade potato salad, creamy coleslaw, Pineridge baked

beans, roll & butter, Jumbo Soft Cookies

TAKE OUT ONLY - $25 PER MEAL | ADVANCE TICKETS ONLY

Pick- Up Time: 4-6 pm

Exeter Masonic Hall, 248 McConnell St. , Exeter, ON

For tickets call:

Jeanie - 519-235-1588
C. McRoberts - 519-236-4134

Fill the Trunk
FOOD DRIVE

Hosted by: Chain Breaker Ministry

Join us in making a difference!

What: Food Drive for the local library food bank
When: October 19th from 10 AM - 3 PM
Where: Foodland Grocery Store, St. Marys

We will have a list of requested
food items available, or you can
help by purchasing $15 food
vouchers at Foodland.

Let’s come together to fill a trunk and bless those in St. Marys who need some extra
support. Your generosity can make a significant impact in our community!

pl ..'
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ST. MARYS RC LEGION PRESENTS

MUDMEN
- LIVE!

|

; 7
Friday October 18 2024
,ﬁ ‘Royal Canadian Legion, St. Marys
Tickets $25.00 Advance $28.00 Door
Doors @ 7:00 pm * Show @ 8:00 pm

v

Tickets Available at the RC Legion
519-284-2267 ticketscene.ca & the Door

This is a co Mudmen 19+ LLBO Everlt
www.mudmen.ca

Andrew L. Hodges
Funeral Home Ltd.

Offering personal and affordable funeral options,
including burial, cremation and donation to science.

Price list and preplanning information always
available on our website or contact us
to meet in person to discuss your wishes.

47 Wellington Street South, St. Marys
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

519-284-2820

Serving St. Marys and area since 2003
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Book your pet’s
Spa Date

The Groomer
255 Wellington St, S, St. Marys

519-284-0036
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PET OF THE WEEK

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is
pleased to be the sponsor of the

PET OF THE WEEK

Autumn Safety Tips to Help Keep
Your Pets Happy and Healthy

Watch Out for Tiny Ticks: Ticks remain active even
as the weather begins to cool. In fact, fall is when
adult blacklegged ticks are most active as they thrive

Our Pet of the Week is Molly, a five- in cooler temperatures. Ticks can carry bacteria,

month-old Shih tzu/Bichon cross. Molly viruses, and most notably, Lyme Disease. Talk to your
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that is very active and is awake in the early veterinarian about tick prevention for your pet

appears in the paper gets a FREE morning hours. She is the newest 500 Water Street South St. Marys

el

Drew Jones (2)
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OH THE PL ACES WE,LL GO A part of England that inspired a fascinating book

PAUL KNOWLES

Independent Columnist

In September, we spent a few
days at a cottage with some
family members. One of them
spotted me holding a book and
asked, “Are you actually going
to read that entire thing?”

It was a fair question because
the hardcover 1 was reading
runs to well over 900 pages.

“Yes, I am going to read it
all,” T answered.

Then I made the confession
that elevated her casual curiosi-
ty to genuine concern about my
mental state. I said, “Actually, |
have read it before.” She shook
her head, sadly.

The book? Sarum: The Novel
of England, written by Edward
Rutherfurd and published in
1987. When I first read it, I en-
joyed it and then I got my first
opportunity to visit the part of
England featured in the histor-
ical novel — Stonehenge, Old
Sarum and Salisbury. It’s only
16 kilometres from the ancient
monument, Stonehenge, to the

Prices in
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soaring majesty of Salisbury
Cathedral, but so much of En-
glish history is encapsulated in
this small region.

I’ve been back to Salisbury
several times and each time I
have thought, “I would really
like to read Sarum again.”

But I didn’t and on cursory
explorations of bookstores, I
never found the volume until
we visited Florenceville, N.B.,
in August, where the local li-
brary had a book-sales table
and there was Sarum available
by donation.

The book instantly took me
back to my visits to Stonehenge,
Old Sarum and Salisbury, each
a fine historic and cultural site
in its own right and, combined,
an amazing destination worthy
of a multi-day visit.

The first time 1 saw Stone-
henge was on my very first vis-
it to the U.K. in the early 1990s.
I was driving west on the A303
and was surprised to discover,
there in the distance, a cute lit-
tle model of Stonehenge. It took
a few minutes to realize that
it was no model. As we drew
closer, the impressive, prehis-
toric structure became more
and more awe-inspiring.

That day, Stonehenge was
closed to visitors but you could
park on a sideroad and walk to
a fence that was just yards from
the standing stones, which you
can no longer do.

Since then, much work has
been done to limit such access
to Stonehenge. It’s now more

:0ct 1)

iving!
_ '“g (closed Oct 1)
zgguth Service Rd. 5t Margs- F

distant from modern roadways
and visitors get a slightly more
authentic experience of the an-
cient site.

About 10 minutes south of
Stonehenge is the ruin of Old
Sarum. Nearby fields and
woodlots hold dozens of the
burial barrows and other pre-
historic ruins that surround
Stonehenge for kilometres —
some of them still not explored
by archaeologists. Sarum itself
shows evidence of its evolution
as fortification, castle, aristo-
cratic residence and bishop’s
palace. There were people liv-
ing here as early as 3000 BC,
but the first structure bigger
than a hut was probably a hill
fort built in 400 BC. Visitors
can explore the site, climb
down the hill to the foundation
stones that mark the former ca-
thedral and imagine the lives of
the people who lived here for
4,500 years.

Oddly, although Sarum was
essentially moved to become
what is now Salisbury around
1220, Old Sarum continued to
send two members to Parlia-
ment until 1832 as one of the
“rotten boroughs” that were
owned by rich landlords who
guarded their “right” to hold
places in government, though
they represented exactly no
one.

In the 13th century, the bish-
op at the time became frustrat-
ed with sharing power with
military overlords of Sarum, so
he abandoned the Sarum Cathe-

dral and had a

- . new cathedral
constructed
about four ki-
lometres away
in  Salisbury.
That was the
beginning of
the end for Sa-
rum.

A thriving market town grew
up around the new cathedral
and today you can still see
many buildings and monu-
ments from that era.

Personally, it is my favourite
cathedral, anywhere — and after
about 30 years as a travel writ-
er, I have visited more than my
share of cathedrals.

I love it because it is both ma-
jestic and simple. It is consis-
tent in design, unlike many an-
cient churches which have bits
built across the centuries in a
plethora of forms. It sits mag-
nificently in the midst of a still
peaceful and protected “close.”
Its décor — including the amaz-
ing carvings in the Chapter
House — are continually main-
tained in their original state.
That Chapter House contains
one of the original, handwrit-
ten copies of the Magna Carta
of 1215.

But there is one more cause
for my crush on the cathedral.
On my first of many visits to

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTO)
The mysterious and compelling structure we call Stonehenge.

Salisbury Cathedral, I was ac-
companied by my wife, Mary,
who passed away in 1996. We
learned that the ceiling of the
church was being repaired.
New tin sheets were replac-
ing the original materials that
lined the ceiling from above.
For a pound or two, we could
etch our names on one of these
tin sheets, which would then be
installed high above the nave,
hidden forever except in our
memories.

In the book, Sarum, a stone
carver named Osmund is por-
trayed as taking great pride in
his work for the cathedral, even
those hidden details that would
never be seen by human eye.

As I read Sarum, in small
part, I understood.

Paul Knowles is an author
and travel writer, and Presi-
dent of the Travel Media Asso-
ciation of Canada. To contact
Paul about travel, his books, or
speaking engagements, email
pknowles@golden.net.
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IN MEMORIAM OBITUARY OBITUARY

&

YAKE (NEE DOUPE), LEONA
HELEN

Peacefully, at LHSC, Victoria
Hospital on Thursday, October
3, 2024, Leona Helen Yake
passed away in her 102nd
year.

Beloved wife of the late Wil-

"David George Hughes, born
February 9th, 1949, to par-
ents Ralph and Irene Hughes,
passed away at G.R. Baker
Memorial Hospital on Septem-
ber 26th, 2024.

‘ David was born and raised in
St. Mary’s, Ontario, alongside

fred Yake (1994). Loving mother of Quentin (Cheryl) his three S.ib/ingS. He attended St. Mary'’s Co//egiate
Yake. Cherished grandmother of Travis and Amanda. and Vocational Institute, where he completed his
Dear sister of Junior (the late Leona) Doupe. Forever schooling. In his twenties, David ventured to British
In loving memory of a dear wife, mother & in the hearts of her extended family and friends. Pre- Columbia to explore new opportunities. It was here
Omie, Debra Ann Sterkenburg. deceased by her parents Wesley & Myrtle Doupe and that he made his home, working various forestry and
June 2, 1961 - October 10, 2022 her siblings Harry, Melvin, Ivan and Ella. The family bush jobs before securing a position at Weldwood,
Gone are the days we used to share would like to extend a special thank you to Wendy now known as Quesne:l Plywood. He remained there
. ‘ Charlton and the staff of the Cardiac Care Unit at until his retirement, building lasting friendships along
Butin our hearts, she's always there. LHSC, Victoria Hospital for all their care and support. the way.
Never more than a thought away Leona was a longtime member of Hyatt Avenue Unit- David had a deep love of reading, often finishing a
Loved and remembered every day. ed Church and was a devoted member of the U.C.W. good western novel in one sitting. He was an avid
Love always, for many years. sports fan, with a particular passion for baseball, but
Barry; Darryl, Whitney & Rowyn; Brittany, Brett, Friends will be received at the EVANS FUNERAL he could most ofien be found enjoying a cold beer.
Myla & Hudson. HOME, 648 Hamilton Road, London, Ontario (1 In honor of David's memory, we invite you to take a
block east of Egerton), on Wednesday, October 9, moment to sit back, enjoy a cold beer, and remember

2024 from 6-9 p.m. Funeral service will be held in the him.
IN MEMORI AM EVANS CHAPEL on Thursday, October 10, 2024 at Predeceased by his parents Ralph and Irene, as well
1:00 p.m. Interment in Mount Pleasant as his older brother William (Ben), David is survived

Cemetery, London, Ontario. Those by his sister Sharon, his brother Ken, and his niece
who wish may make memorial dona- and nephews."

S W tions to the Heart & Stroke Foundation
in memory of Mrs. Yake. Online con-
. dolences can be expressed at www.

oo Rebekah Lodge CELEBRATION
CELEBRATION

Look Who's Turning 90!

=,

In loving memory of a dear son, brother and
Uncle Larry Sterritt.

Feb 14, 1956- Oct 12, 2004

You have been gone 20 years but we still love and
miss you everyday.

Please join us!
90th Birthday Open House
For Shirley Nichol

Love always Mom, Nancy, Mary-Jean, Karen, Kelly,
Vel, Len and families

CELEBRATION

Join us to celebrate October 10. 2024 2.4
, Ernie Vanderschot's 90th birthday ctober 17, ~+pm
# ALY 80% BW Saturday October 19, 2024, Friendship Centre, St Marys

Best Wishes Only Please

Open House from 1 pm to 3 pm
Red Mill Farm, 2379 Road 133, St. Marys

Have you been affected by
SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO someone else’s drinking?
THE EDITOR TO US! Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU! Call for time and place.

<

Ray Smith on Oct 13 CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL 1-800-706-9833 or App Available
Love from all your family INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Wanted

$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues,
Rock, Pop, Fold, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For more
information: Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. Stratford/
226-972-5750

Wanted

A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes.
Phone 519-284-3774

Wanted to buy

All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.

Are you downsizing or need an estate clean out? We can help.
Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

Wanted

| will pay cash for antiques and collectibles.

Coca Cola, Pepsi or any pop company.

Brewery items - Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc.

Old radios and gramophones, wristwatches, pocket watches,
old fruit jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans and
signs - Red Indian, Supertest etc. Any small furniture.

If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact me -
519-570-6920.

Trees

Shade trees, Fruit trees, Apple, Pears, Peaches, Plums,
Sweet and Sour Cherries, Apricot, Nectarines, Blueberry,
Haskopp, Black Chokeberry, Grapes etc.

Lots of Spruce, Pine, Cedars for windbreaks and privacy
hedges, Sizes 1 to 6+.

Flowering shrubs and much more.

Come check us out Mon-Sat 7:00am - 6:00pm

Martin's Nursery 42661 Orangehill Road

Wroxeter (1 concession north of Wroxeter on Belmore Line)

For Sale

2 1/2 yr old spade miniature female Dobermann Pinscher,
house trained, very friendly, make an offer. Henry Coblentz
519-773-2162

Wanted

Servers, Cooks, Manager/Operator for local restaurant.
Please send resume to: burnsrandy88 @gmail.com or call
613-797-4018

Attention

Attention Renovators and Contractors

1- 4ft x 8ft Quartz Countertop complete with stainless sink,
mat black tap, plus plumbing connections.

Color- White with Grey Veining, Condition - New-Used
Please Call 519-694-5953

SUDOKU ANSWERS

41916135287
81537162914
7121119148356
63192511478
1141538 7]6[9]2
2(718(4]19(6]1([3]5
31128745619
5184|6197 ]2]3
9(6|7([5]23|8]4]1

THE WEEK'AHEAD

McDonald’s St. Marys
752 Queen St E
Founding and Forever partner of
Ronald McDonald House

SPONSORED BY:

MCDOnRHTS

PRC & Friendship Centre events - See the Stonetown Crier
on Page 5

Thorndale Library October events - See Page 21
St. Marys Public Library events - See Page 22
Friday, October 11

- Royal Canadian Legion “hot dogs and more” lunch at
Noon

- AN.AF. meat draw - 6 p.m.

- St. Marys Lincolns vs Elmira Sugar Kings at the PRC -
7:30 p.m.

Saturday, October 12

- St. Marys Farmers Market at Milt Dunnell Field - 8 a.m.
to Noon.

- St. Marys Hospital Auxiliary Thanksgiving bake sale at
Troyer's Spices - 9 a.m.

- McCully’s Harvest Festival - 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
- St. Marys Fire Department open house - 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

- North Nissouri Women Thanksgiving Bazaar at North
Nissouri Church - 11a.m. to 2 p.m.

- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw - 5 p.m.

- St. Marys Life & Times series, first episode airs on
YouTube - 8 p.m.

Sunday, October 13

- McCully’s Harvest Festival - 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Tuesday, October 15

- Alzheimer Society Huron Perth webinar - Visit
alzheimer.ca/huronperth to register

Wednesday, October 16

- St. Marys Lincolns vs Stratford Warriors at William
Allman Memorial Arena - 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, October 17

- St. Marys Community Players preview night of “The 25th

Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee" at the Town Hall
theatre - 7:30 p.m.

- Alzheimer Society Huron Perth webinar - Visit
alzheimer.ca/huronperth to register

QUIZ ANSWERS

1) 1920 (after noon)

2) The Hurting 6) Cannabis

3) 4.5 billion years 7) Fear of cooking
4) North Atlantic 8) Blue

Ocean 9) Granula

5) Post meridiem 10) Soliloquy

RUN YOUR CLASSIFIED
AD HERE FOR JUST $10

PER WEEK

LOOKING

BACK

Five duck donation

25 years ago (1999)

At a recent open house, the St. Marys Museum
had a contest to guess the number of limestone
buildings within town limits. The Museum sum-
mer staff had identified 112 stone structures. Verna
Pratt’s guess of 113 stone buildings was the winner!

Seatbelt compliance is excellent in St. Marys.
That’s the word from Sgt. Bob Jackson after police
stopped 266 vehicles on Saturday and issued only
three warnings.

At the Town Council meeting on Tuesday, Chief
Building Inspector Pargat Sehra told councilors
the value of building permits issued in 1999 should
hit $30 million by the end of the year. This is over
twice the town’s previous record of $14.1 million
in 1997.

50 years ago (1974)

A St. Marys householder was quite miffed recent-
ly when he discovered the town Sanitary Landfill
site was no longer open on Saturday morning.

If the Tuesday evening meeting of Town Council
is any indication of interest, the Town should not
be without a taxi service for very long. Two dele-
gations waited upon Council with plans for provid-
ing a taxi service, as the former local taxi service
called it quits several weeks ago.

St. Marys is to receive a donation of five ducks.
A recent letter to P.A.R.Q. from Mrs. M. Glaves of
Windsor offered the ducks to join those presently
on the Thames and the Trout. The offer has been
accepted and it is expected early delivery of parents
and three young ducks will be made.

75 years ago (1949)

Hon. Russell T. Kelley, Minister of Health for On-
tario, will lay the corner stone of the new St. Marys
Memorial Hospital on Wednesday, Oct. 19.

Jack Billings left on Tuesday for Port Arthur
where he will take park in the Canadian champi-
onship boxing finals for the British Empire Games.
Jack is in the bantam class and weighs 118 Ibs.

Mrs. John Mooney of the townline north of St.
Marys Junction Station was very much surprised
about eight o’clock Tuesday morning to see a young
deer fawn standing in the yard near her home. The
nimble animal made off as soon as it spotted Mrs.
Mooney, who hails from London, England and has
never viewed a wild deer before.

100 years ago (1924)

If you are ailing, can’t get relief and don’t know
what to try next, why not give Dr. C.M. Lawrence
a try? His chiropractic parlours are located over
Webster’s studio. Many people have benefited by
chiropractic care.

A benefit concert will be held in the Lyric The-
atre on Thursday evening by the St. Marys Kiltie
Band, in aid of Mr. Wm. Eyles, who has been con-
fined to his bed for a number of months.

The contractors are busy widening the sidewalk
on the east side of Water Street. When completed
the walk will be one of the widest to be found any-
where, at over 17 ¥ feet.

ig' '!

By AMY CUBBERLEY
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BUSI N Ess DI RECTO RY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER
S UERSONS

S ERBERSHOP

T s
T e

YOUR ST. MARYS N,
BAREBEERSITOP

108 QUEEN ST. E
macphersonsbarbershop.ca
226~661~0222

FIND 'S ANI BONIYK
ONLINE o f ¥

COMPUTERS

@ 519-949-9494
bscsltd@protonmail.com

BILL SCHNEIDER

COMPUTER SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

,@ 485 James St S, St Marys
cosTeactors tro. Email: mcc@quadro.net
|::“..:.:-

Ph: 519-349-2256

General Contracting - Design-Build (A-CAD)
Renovations - Additions - Doors & Windows & More!

DISPOSAL

Robson
Scrap Metal

Open 8 to 4:30
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206211 Carling St.
St. Marys

@ DIAMOND
: DISEP0OSAL
BIN RENTAL OR FULL JUNK REMOVAL

519-284-2221

www.diamonddisposal.ca
info@diamonddisposal.ca

A
EAVESROUCH

519-701-8838

eavestrough@sure-seal.ca
Seamless Eavestrough
Steel and Aluminum
Gutter Guard + Heavy Built
Fascia - Soffit - Trim Bending
Maore

WES BENNETT - ST. MARY'S ONT

ELECTRICAL

TorMAN FLECTRIC LTD.

AESIDENTIAL = COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL = INDUSTRIAL

+
BACK-UP GENERATOR SYSTEMS
Work wi f
your know

519.284.0833

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL,
INDUSTRIAL & AGRICULTURAL

(B) Contact 1 Todey ar Visit Us ouline [§3
519-301-8411 = stonetownelectric.ca

MORTGAGE

REAL ESTATE

B AMIE
8 ¥ SHACKLETON

AMIE SHACKLETON
Maortgage Agant

519.949.1226
amia@amieshacklaton com
www.amieshacklaton. com

.11 Ton ate to ﬁﬂfﬂr
[ e P e s |

PLUMBING

o> GUBBERLEY

R Plombing, Heating & Air Condilienisg

5T MARYE
519-348-2420
Senire joten darn Fasmil'y in Fawns simee 1979

Hughes

ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS

GREAT SERVICE
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
EXPERT KNOWLEDGE

Full Service Electrical Solutions
226-921-1739

info@hugheselectricalsolutions.com
[ECRA/ESA# 7016671

HVAC

FoamaN FLECTRIC LTD.

——

@RS WORK « HEAT PUMPS -
DUCTLESS SPLITS « AR CONDITIONERS +
HOT WATER HEATERS + FURNACES

Wark with someons

ol ko youl con trust!

519.284.0833
5t. Marys

NEED A PLUMBER?

Call Joel Drinkwalter

* Water treatment installation and repairs * Softeners
* Iron Filters * Reverse Osmosis Units * Plumbing
Repairs * Bathroom Renovations

Cell: 226-880-0501 * Office: 519-284-4217

INSURANCE

st Marys Insurance Group Inc

Offering Insurance Services for:

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL,
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS,
TRANSPORTATION & MORE!

Give us a call today!
Inquiries@stmarysinsurance.ca
| MUSIC |

e
Tl s
B Ol )

LANDSCAPING
Linda Vandevmaolen
Landscape Artist

Weeding, Mulching, Leaf Raking,
Transplanting small plants

519-276-7712

LUCIE STEPHEEHS

SHLES REPRESENTATIV

019-703-0333

RE/MAX i:247.%
SOLD |

PEAK:

%

SELECT REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
163 Queen St. E

OFFICE: 519-284-4646 A peakselectrealty@gmail.com

Sue Fowler 519-272-6961 - Broker/Manager

Szmon 519-272-6019 - Broker of Record

Sue Fulop 519-281-4543 - Broker

Home & Company

EEAL FETATE

Toni McLean Sales Representative

519-274-1120 Direct
245 Downie St, Stratford, NSA 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

LIST WITH CHRIS!

'-\
a., ROYAL LEPAGE
AN

m Chris Evans, Broker

Hiller Realty Brokerage
100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101
listwithchris@wightman.ca

N
RBC
| Eric Miller

“ Mabile Mortgope Speciofist
I26-971-5248

®

erc.millengrhc com

Mortgage advice
for your new home.

_SEAMSTR

Stonetown Alterations

Professional Seamstress

Ingrid Voermans
www.stonetownalterations.ca
stonetownalterations@gmail.com

519-703-2007

519-284-1864
Mondays CLOSED Friday and Saturday 11-10

Tuesday to Thursdays 11-9 Sundays 3-8

118 QUEEN STREET, ST. MARYS

WATER TREATMENT

medinasdit

4
ey WETER TREATHER' T

Sales - Service - Rentals
Call Dave at
519 349 2040 Waterite

Better Ways For Senlors Litd.

NGNITY
o e | (519) 868-3021

PERSONAL CHOICE i

he srtwicr you seed
0 you ean keep living

chon Frfuf gy $0LE rary. Loy

1 your oam O | o Better iy aFir Eanion som
Tt as fong an penailslal 5]
Fatatmal cxen o

CLEANING

Spotless Cleaning Plus

Office & Residential

St. Marys and Surrounding Area

Sheila Leblanc
5l9-630-2665

~-':“*spotless@writeme.cum

\ ,
=R Call or email for an
J o (-:zl}-? ' appointment today
>

TREE SERVICE

JOEL'S TREE SERVICE
919-272-9742

www.joelstreeservice.com
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RESERVATIONS STARTING

OCTOBER 22ND!
@0\/660\/ (e &2 BEDROOM CONDOS AVAILIABLE

IN ST MARYS STARTING AT $379,900

BOOK AN APPOINTMENT TO VISIT OUR SALES
OFFICE AT 342 ERIE ST, UNIT 108, STRATFORD, ON

¢ o O S SCAN THE BARCODE TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT
N D

A=,  OR CALL US AT 519-275-5020 - LIMITED SPOTS
J/\\ % AVAILABLE!

POL QUALITY HOMES, , e

REAL ESTATE
519-275-5020

EEEEEEEEEEEEE

BUY 1 GET 1 5 o %

.Stocked S S OFF
Buy 1Entrée + 2 beverages & Get the 2nd Entrée 50% Off
Expires November 15th, 2024

PANCAKE & BREAKFAST HOUSE Valid at Stacked Stratford only

2nd Entree to be Equal/Lesser value. Offers cannot be combined.
Not valid on Stat. holidays. Valid on Dine-In only, Monday to

OPEN EVERY-DAY | 7 AM - 3 PM Thursday.

BUY 1 GET 1 %
$ 6 99 Breq kfa st Entree & 50 OFF

Expires November 15th, 2024
Valid at Stacked Brantford and Paris only

. 2nd Entree to be Equal/Lesser value. Offers cannot be combined.

Not valid on Stat. holidays. Valid on Dine-In only, Monday to
Thursday.

BUY1G§T1 %
Entree 50 OFF

Buy 1 Entrée + 2 beverages & Get the 2nd Entrée 50% Off

Expires November 15th, 2024
Valid at Stacked Brantford and Paris only

2nd Entree to be Equal/Lesser value. Offers cannot be combined.
Not valid on Stat. holidays. Valid on Dine-In only, Monday to
Thursday.

M BUY 1GET 1 o
e ERtree 50 OFF

N vl o sty elEEys Buy 1 Entrée + 2 beverages & Get the 2nd Entrée 50% Off

Expires November 15th, 2024
.'_—l idianhrat Valid at Stacked Brantford and Paris only

925 Ontario St, Unit No-5B, Stratford, ON, NSA 6W5 . Kot valid o Stet. holeys, aid on Dine-in only,-Monday 16

Thursday.
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TIME OFFER:

SCHEDULE
YOUR SERVICE

TODAY!

llllTﬂ SEIWIGE

Sign up & Save Text Offer (Offer Valid September 26 - October 24):
Castrol Oil Change: Synthetic Only, SAVE $10
Tire Changeover SAVE $10 | Wheel Alignment SAVE $20

TIRE OFFERS

Select Tires - SAVE UP TO 25% | Select Wheels - SAVE UP TO 20%
Earn 20x/30x CT Money on Tires & Wheels (October 19 - 21)

PARTS OFFERS

Pro Series OE+ Brakes & Rotors - SAVE 15% (October 4 - 17)
Brembo Brake Pads & Rotors - SAVE 20% (October 18 - 31)
Select Monroe Shocks & Struts - BOGO 50% OFF (October 18 - 31)

Call 519-284-1690 ext 2 to book your appointment




