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Flag Day passes
without local event

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

A day of national importance came and went with little
fanfare, and many Canadians didn’t even know it existed.

Feb. 15 was National Flag Day. The day marks the an-
niversary of the day the maple leaf flag became Canada’s
national flag.

Oxford MP Arpan Khanna encouraged residents to
display the flag.

"As we celebrate the 60th anniversary of our national
flag, it is time to unite under the red and white,” he said
in a news release. “Regardless of your political beliefs,
I encourage everyone to display our flag, whether on a
pole, in a window or pinned to a jacket. Let's proudly
show off our maple leaf!”

He also talked of what the flag means.

"As we mark 60 years of the maple leaf, we must also
express our deep gratitude to those who have worked,
sacrificed, and even given their lives to defend the free-
doms we hold dear and to build the country we call
home. Their legacy is our responsibility, and like them,
I pledge always to put Canada first,” he said. "As we
reflect on what it means to be Canadian, let us cherish
the unity that the flag represents and look to the future
with optimism, knowing that the maple leaf will always
inspire and unite us."

There were no ceremonies in Tillsonburg to mark the
60th anniversary, but that wasn’t the case in 1965.

On Feb. 15, 1965, an official ceremony was held at
Annandale High School to raise the new Canadian flag
for the first time. The mayor, Oxford County warden,
and Legion officials took part. The first flag was raised
in Tillsonburg at 11:56 a.m. A ceremony was also held
at Rolph Street Public School, but there are few details
about it.

At confederation, the Royal Union Flag (commonly
CONTINUED TO PAGE 4

A TASTE OF CARNAVAL COMES TO TILLSON BURG

Students at Monsignor O’Neil had eight different activities, both inside and out, to celebrate the start of Carnaval in Quebec City,
have fun and learn about French culture. From left to right on the long skis, TJ Hornyak, Amelia Mitchell and Jorja Thomson, learned
about team work while racing other students in this event. Bonhomme, the official Carnaval mascot, watched the competition.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

Town council supports community pantry

JEFF HELSDON

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Tillsonburg is one step closer to another option for those
who have food insecurity.

At the Feb. 10 meeting, town council heard a presentation
from members of the Rotary Club and Tabatha Verbuyst,
executive director of the Station Arts Centre. The Rotary
Club is behind the proposal for a community pantry and is
proposing to locate it behind the Station Arts Centre.

“It’s not intended to take the place of any of the existing
food insecurity programs in place in town today,” said Ro-
tary member Jason Weiler.

He said the Helping Hand Food Bank, Salvation Army,

and groups running community tables run great programs.
“There are great sources of support, but this program is
intended to provide some flexibility,” Weiler said. “There
is some (flexibility) in existing programs, but there are
gaps. I think a good illustration is something called work-
ing poor, where people may have obligations to be at work
during particular times of the day and can’t get access to
some of these services when they need them. This type of
program is meant to provide that type of assistance.”
Rotarian Laura McFarland proposed the concept more
than a year ago. Club members have researched how com-
munity pantries work elsewhere, talked to other organiz-
ers, and are now looking for approval of a location.
CONTINUED TO PAGE 2
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Town council supports
community pantry

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The club jumped on board because near-
ly 25 per cent of homes experience some
sort of food insecurity. Weiler defined this
as not having enough money to purchase
food. Seven per cent of people have severe
food insecurity, which is when a decision
must be made to pay rent or skip meals.
They also looked at the 35 per cent in-
crease in the number of people using the
food bank in 2023, and are waiting for
2024 numbers.

Weiler told council he is not looking for
funding, but for endorsement of the loca-
tion. He said the club and volunteers will
look after the project.

Verbuyst said Rotary members ap-
proached her about the concept. They
liked the idea the Station Arts Centre is
near downtown, but not downtown, and
has an existing concrete pad on which to
build a four-foot by four-foot structure for
the pantry.

“We work with a lot of families in the
community and know there is a lot of food
insecurity,” she said.

The Station Arts Centre is looking for
approval for use of the exterior of the
building, as per the approved motion from
the Station Arts Centre board.

“We could build what we are looking for
without touching the side of the building,”
she said. “That is one of the big things be-
cause, obviously, it’s a historical building.
There won’t be anything adhered to the
building.”

Verbuyst did add they wanted to do
something creative and fun for the pantryu
design, since it’s part of the Station Arts
Centre. She also said there have been dis-
cussions about security.

Coun. Kelly Spencer praised the initia-
tive but said her only concern is the prox-
imity to the nearby child care facility. She
asked if the church has been approached
about the concept.

“We intend to have conversations with
the neighbours but to this point we hav-
en’t,” Weiler said, explaining they didn’t
want to jump the gun before council ap-
proval.

Deputy Mayor Dave Beres asked if there

would be an expansion of services into
clothing in the future. McFarland said that
is not the intention, as the pantry won’t be
staffed.

Coun. Chris Rosehart questioned the
need for the pantry in town with the exist-
ing programs already in town.

“There isn’t an organization that isn’t out
there,” she said. “Even after 9 or 10 o’clock
at night, there is service to people.”

Responding to Rosehart’s question about
how the program works, Weiler said there
is an opportunity for individuals to make
contributions. Donations won’t be made
directly available but will be taken in,
evaluated, and put out if the requirements
of Southwestern Public Health are met.

Noting she is out there every night
checking that people are okay, Rosehart
said a lot of effort has been put into clean-
ing up the downtown.

“I just feel we have invited them back.
We have a daycare right there,” she said.

Weiler said the focus is on people with
food insecurity, not one segment of those
dealing with food shortages, and he would
hate to see service denied because of one
group.

Answering Mayor Deb Gilvesy's ques-
tion about whether the pantry will have
24-hour access, Weiler said that decision
hasn’t been made yet. Saying she had seen
community pantries inside, in a library,
for instance, Gilvesy asked why the pantry
would be outside.

McFarland answered that the pantries in-
side are typically town-funded. By being
outside, she said it allows longer hours.

Addressing a question from the mayor if
there are issues with vandalism at existing
pantries, McFarland said, “Rarely, I talk-
ed to a lot of pantries going all across the
country to B.C. Almost all of their feed-
back is positive. The one negative thing
they had was trying to find volunteers and
trying to find enough food because there’s
so much food insecurity out there.”

Council passed a resolution supporting
the community pantry and its proposed lo-
cation at the Station Arts Centre, provided
all town requirements are met.
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Sue Goossens stands in front of a panel in the Station Arts Centre with both her and Cathy
Groulx’s paintings. The exhibit Canadian Landscapes runs from Feb. 14 to March 14.

JEFF HELSDON

Editor

Two area artists are featuring Canadian
landscapes in the latest exhibit at the Sta-
tion Arts Centre.

Sue Goossens of Otterville and Cathy
Grooulx of Woodstock are both names fa-
miliar to the Station Arts Centre as both
have exhibited there several times in the
past. The two artists often exhibit togeth-
er, and are teaming up for Canadian Land-
scapes at the Station Arts Centre.

“We used to do the art exhibit in To-
ronto, we’ve done galleries together and
art in the parks together,” Goossens said.
“We have a similar style. She’s oils, I'm
watercolours. I think we complement each
other.”

Both artists have been painting for more
than 30 years. Groulx takes part in juried
shows and has received several awards for
her art.

Although Goossens paints waterco-
lours, part of her works are on a canvas
similar to oils.

“Back in the day, I wanted to go larger,
and for larger art you could only get mats
so big and the glass gets prohibitively
heavy,” she said.

Goossens started researching and found
a technique where a surface preparation
can be applied to canvas to make it similar
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to paper for the paint. Then when the art is
done, an archival varnish spray is applied
to protect it.

The landscapes Goossens included in
the show are from “B.C. to Newfoundland
and everywhere in between”. That ‘in-be-
tween’ includes some scenes from the Ot-
terville area and along the Otter Creek.

Groulx’s landscapes in the show are all
from Ontario.

“I like to paint ‘what I know', something
I was taught to do years ago, since famil-
iarity with a subject usually results in a
better result,” she said. “I use photo refer-
ences, most of which I take myself, setting
up the composition with my camera.”

Groulx likes painting peaceful scenes.

“Inspiration for my landscapes or what
draws me to a scene to paint is general-
ly quiet, peaceful locations,” she said. “I
enjoy the challenge of painting water and
rocks, reflections in water, all of nature.
Most of my paintings are devoid of a hu-
man presence, though I paint portraits too.
As an avid gardener colour, texture and
form are important considerations.”

Asked about her inspiration for a par-
ticular scene, Goossens answered, I have
tons of photos. Oi pick and choose things
where I can accent the shadows and proj-
ect some sense of movement.”

Canadian Landscapes opened Feb. 14
and runs until March 14.
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2018 MINI COOPER S 2021 FORD ESCAPE 2017 CHEVROLET 2022 DODGE GRAND 2022 JEEP COMPASS

CLUBMAN TITANIUM SPARK LT CARAVAN SXT NORTH 4X4
91,912 kms, Leather seats, 77,695 kms, All wheel drive, Automatic, A/C, 138,000 kms, 94,883 kms, Stow & go seating, Power 73,047 kms, Heated seats,
Automatic sunroof, No accidents. Leather seats, Nav, Autostart, No accidents. sliding doors, P. Tailgate, Heated Seats, Auto start, Factory warranty,
P25-001 No accidents. F25-007 F24-016 Auto start, No Accidents. F24-046 No accidents. F24-055

30,4995 $24,999HsT

FORMER DAILY RENTAL | FORMER DAILY RENTAL

2022 RAM 1500 2021 HYUNDAI 2021 KIA SELTOS 2021 JEEP CHEROKEE 2023 DODGE

SLT 4X4 VENUE EX TRAILHAWK CHALLENGER GT
32,556 kms, Hemi V8, Heated 1.6L 4 cylinder, 85,653 kms, All wheel drive, 60,966 kms, V6, No acidents, All wheel drive, 20,311 kms, V6,
seats, Tow pkg, Auto start, 87,116 kms, Automatic start, Leather, Sunroof, Leather, Heated seats, Automatic, Leather, Sunroof, Nav,
Factory warranty. F25-002 No accidents. F24-051 No accidents. F24-056 Auto start. F24-010 Factory warranty, No accidents. F24-028

$21,999HsT

FORMER DAILY REN'I'AI. FORMER DAILYRENTAL  ONE OWNER . ONE OWNER | ONE OWNER

2023 DODGE 2023 RAM 1500 2023 GRAND CHEROKEE 2023 JEEP Y 2023 RAM 1500

DURANGE GT SLT 4X4 4XE TRAILHAWK COMPASS LIMITED LIMITED 4X4
75,249 kms, 7 Passenger, V6, 62,117 kms, Hemi V8, 6 Only 4,826 kms, Hybrid engine, 17,115 kms, Leather, Auto 26,632 kms, Hemi V8, Leather, Rambox,
Factory warranty, Leather, Sunroof, passenger, Seating, Factory Factory warranty, No accidents, start, Heated seats, Factory Custom rims, Night edition, 12” radio, Nav,
AWD, Nav, No accidents. F24-042 warranty, No accidents. F24-058 Nav, Leather. F24-040 warranty. F24-035 No accidents, Factory warranty. 24-101A

42,499 | $39,499™ | $58,999™T | 33,500™  $70,999"
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Canadians missed out on Flag Day anniversary

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

known as the Union Jack)
was flown on Canadian
buildings. The Canadian
Red Ensign, a flag similar
to the current Ontario flag,
except the crest had rep-
resentation from all prov-
inces, was approved for
Canada’s use at sea by the

British Admiralty. It never
received any official des-
ignation on land and both
it and the Union Jack were
used across the country.
With the centennial of the
Confederation approaching
in 1964, Prime Minister of
the day Lester B. Pearson
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wanted the country to have
a national flag, and a com-
mittee was struck. It was
down to three finalists: a
flag similar to the present
design but with blue stripes
on each end and three red
maple leaves in the centre,
a flag based on the red en-
sign but with a fleur-de-lis
and Union Jack, and the
present design with stripes
on both ends and a single
maple leaf.

The debate about the flag
design wasn’t just on Par-
liament Hill. Former Till-
sonburg News editor Bill
Pratt recalls initially being
in the camp wanting some
blue on the flag as a histori-
cal tribute.

“There was considerable
conversation and several
designs for a new Canadi-
an flag at the time,” he said.
“Many, like me, wanted
some of our country’s past
maintained in the flag. But,
once decided, we accepted
the new design. It became
our flag, waving over our
country.

The flag design, chosen

by Dr. George Stanley, in-
corporates much Canadian
history. Red and white were
on the General Service
Medal issued by Queen Vic-
toria and were proclaimed
Canada’s national colours

(ANNANDALE NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE PHOTO)
This photo from 1965 shows a ceremony held at Rolph Street Public School when Canada’s
national flag was raised for the first time. The Union Jack is being removed in the photo.

by King George V in 1921.
A single red maple leaf on
a white field has been worn
by Canadian Olympic ath-
letes since 1904.

The new design was ap-
proved by a resolution in

the House of Commons
on Dec. 15, 1964, and then
proclaimed by Queen Eliz-
abeth II to take effect on
Feb. 15, 1965.

Tillsonburg resident charged in connection
to Norwich retirement home fraud

The Oxford Detachment
of the Ontario Provincial
Police (OPP) have arrested
and charged an individual
after a fraud investigation
which stemmed from multi-
ple incidents at a retirement
home in Norwich that were
reported to police.

On August 21, 2024,
members of the OPP Oxford
detachment were notified of

a reported fraud at a retire-
ment home in Norwich.

The initial investiga-
tion has determined there
are multiple victims with
an estimated loss of over
$50,000. The amount is
now over $190,000. The in-
vestigation remains on-go-
ing.

A 50-year-old individual
from Tillsonburg, has been

charged with one count
of Fraud Over $5000. The
name of the charged party
is not being released due to
concerns for their wellbe-
ing.

The accused has been re-
leased from custody and is
scheduled to appear before
an Ontario Court of Justice
on a later date.

If you suspect someone

you know may be a victim
of these frauds, please con-

tact Oxford OPP.
Should you wish to re-
main  anonymous, you

may call Crime Stoppers
at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477)
or submit an online tip at
www.oxfordcrimestoppers.
com where you may be el-
igible for a cash reward of
up to $2000.
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1. Everyone has a story

2. The news should be free for all to enjoy

3. Good news beats bad news

4. A Newspaper should be a community effort (contribute to your local paper!)

5. Newspapers document history

6. Newspapers strengthen communities

7. Advertisers, big or small, should profit from their ads (meaning sensible ad rates)

8. Newspapers should be locally-owned and operated
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New art installation in

A

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

A new art display in the Till-
sonburg Town Centre adds an
interesting flare to the mall’s
centre court.

In partnership with the Sta-
tion Arts Centre, nine plexi-
glass discs with the work of
local artists were hung recent-
ly in the mall’s centre court.
And in this case, hung means
hung from the ceiling, so look
up to catch a glimpse of the art.
Three of the translucent discs
are a four-foot diameter and
six are three feet across.

Nicole Hancox, property
manager with Salt Hill Cap-

Tillsonburg Town Centre

ol
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ital which owns the mall, de-
scribed the art, saying it adds
“vibrancy” to the mall.

The process to the official
unveiling that took place on
Feb. 12 started over a year ago.
Roselyn D'Ascanio, senior di-
rector of marketing with Salt
Hill, had an idea for a perma-
nent art installation. Discuss-
ing her ideas with Station Arts
Centre Executive Director Ta-
batha Verbuyst, the concept for
the hanging discs was born.

Verbuyst said a call out to
artists was done last Septem-
ber under the theme “What
does Tillsonburg mean to you”.
Each artist submitted three
works, which were chosen by

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
With the new circular art on permanent display in the Tillsonburg Town Centre behind them,
participants in the official unveiling pose with originals of the pieces that are part of the
display. Left to right are Rhonda Franks, artist; Tabatha Verbuyst, executive director Sta-
tion Arts Centre; Nicole Hancox, property manager Salt Hill Capital; Mary Chaisson, senior
administrator Salt Hill Capital and Saumya Verma, assistant marketing manager Salt Hill
Capital.

a juried process. The winning
artists — Megan McKiernan,
Stella Jurgen and Rhonda
Franks — will have their works
permanently on display. The
selected works encompass
many different aspects of Till-
sonburg, from a turtle for Tur-
tlefest to the Harvards.

“Their works not only en-
compasses the community
aspect, they include the cul-
tural aspects,” Verbuyst said.
“There are a lot of amazing
things that make us want to
celebrate the town.”

The originals of the paint-
ings will be permanently in-
stalled within the Tillsonburg
Town Centre.

Chamber and Post to host
candidates event on Feb. 24

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

Tillsonburg and area
residents will have an
opportunity to meet can-
didates running in the
provincial election in an
event on Feb. 24

The Tillsonburg Dis-
trict Chamber of Com-
merce and the Tillsonburg
Post are co-hosting Meet
the Provincial Election
Candidates at the Spot
in the Tillsonburg Town
Centre from 12 p.m. to 4
p.m. The public is invit-
ed to drop in and talk to
the candidates in a meet-
and-greet format.

“At the Tillsonburg
District Chamber of
Commerce, we believe
an informed voter base
is essential to a thriving
business community,”
said chamber CEO Ash-
ley Edwards. “Our role is
to highlight key business
concerns and ensure can-
didates address the issues
that matter most. Elected
officials who prioritize
economic growth and un-
derstand local challenges
play a crucial role in our
region’s success. We en-
courage all members of
our community to engage
in meaningful discus-
sions with candidates and
make their voices heard.”

“This a great opportu-
nity for citizens to engage
one-on-one with the can-
didates running for elec-
tion,” said Post publisher
Stewart Grant. “We look

forward to a well-attend-
ed event on February 24.”

There are seven can-
didates running for the
position of Member of

Provincial Parliament
in Oxford County. On
the ballot in Oxford

will be: Peter Beimers,
New Blue Party; Khad-
jjah Haliru, NDP; Ernie
Hardeman, PC Party of
Ontario; Grace Hopper,
Ontario Party; Colton Ka-
ufan, Green Party of On-
tario; Bernia Martin, On-
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tario Liberal Party; and
Henryk  Szymczyszyn,
Libertarian.

At press time, all can-
didates hadn’t confirmed
attendance.

The Tillsonburg District
Chamber of Commerce
iS a non-partisan orga-
nization and the voice of
business, committed to
sharing the information
our community needs to
make the best decisions
for themselves and their
businesses.
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Celebrating our nation’s flag

With Canadian patriotism and buy-Cana-
dian bursting at the seams, one would have
thought that Flag Day this year would have
drawn more fanfare. Sixty years ago, on Feb.
15, 1965, what we now fondly call the Maple
Leaf became Canada’s first official flag.

It’s not that Canada didn’t have a flag prior
to that day, but it was not an official flag.
Often the Union Jack was flown, but the un-
official flag is the now-nearly-forgotten Ca-
nadian ensign. This flag was reminiscent of
today’s Ontario flag, except it had the crests
of all provinces where Ontario’s crest sits on
its flag.

Sixty years ago, the new flag was celebrat-
ed with much fanfare. The first flag flew fol-
lowing a ceremony at Annandale School. At
least one other school held a similar ceremo-
ny, and likely more. On Sunday, there were
no ceremonies, and in fact, the event would
have slipped by except for media stories and
Facebook posts.

No one would have thought in that day in
1965 that Canadian patriotism would reach
the low levels it has in recent years, or that

the prime ministers would be taken off our
paper currency and statues of the nation’s
first prime minister removed. Sir John A.
MacDonald had many faults, but the irre-
futable truth is there wouldn’t be a country
without him. We need to learn both the good
and bad about our history.

And certainly no one would have dreamt
an American president would revive Canadi-
an spirit to levels not seen in years.

This isn’t the first time the Canadian iden-
tity has been aloof. It is said that the young
country of Canada became a nation when
our country’s soldiers fought together for the
first time and succeeded where others had
failed before at Vimy Ridge. Even this victo-
ry, and that Canadian soldiers became feared
by their First World War foes, has been cast
in a negative light by some recently.

Moving forward, at some time tariffs with
our southern neighbour will be a bad mem-
ory. But the sense of Canadianism that rose
out of this adversity will hopefully perse-
vere, bringing with it a renewed sense of na-
tionhood that will not fade again.

A February moon rising brings with it hope that spring is looming.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

Love, faith and gratitude became
the bridge to a creative new life

EVERYONE
HAS A

STORY
TOTELL

ROBIN KRAFFT

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

Bornin Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, Megan McKiernan moved around
a lot with her family before settling in Tillsonburg in her teens. She
dealt with much adversity in her early years, and she remembers
being a daydreamer and craving solitude at times. When they lived
in Port Burwell she recalls being drawn to the shore, "walking on
the rocks and the sound of the waves crashing, it felt necessary to be
there," and she would come away feeling restored.

Still, she struggled emotionally, and at 17, she suffered a terrible
accident when she was hit by a car. The result was a broken tibia,
severe abrasions and deafness in her left ear. It was a year-long re-
covery, and she was unable to walk for eight months and had rigor-
ous physical therapy. During this vulnerable time, she ended up in
a controlling, difficult relationship, which she eventually fled from.

Fast forward a few years and Megan began to find her footing. Her
spiritual life, a supportive and loving boyfriend, her beloved cats
and her art practice slowly helped her to reshape her life. Robbie
proposed as they walked their favorite forest trail near a lake. They
had an intimate, family-only ceremony at The Lavender Farm in
Ayr. Megan's unique fairy-tale dress was made from vintage fabric
scraps, and she spent hours designing and making all of the decor
herself. Her flower arrangements included pink cherry blossoms and
white roses, and she created a wicker heart sculpture with suspend-
ed lights as the perfect accents for their special day.

As gifts, she selected a unique ring for each guest and placed
them in decorative treasure chests lined with moss. She created lit-
tle trees to hold the name cards that marked their places at the table

for a meal she had prepared. Before the formal ceremony began,
Robbie and Megan exchanged private vows they had written. The
couple had practiced for a month for their first dance as husband and
wife, glowing as the music surrounded them.

Planning their future together, Robbie and Megan started their
own residential cleaning business, focused on high end properties
in London, Thamesford, and Dorchester. Grateful to move forward
from her past and having found hope for the future, Megan turned
her attention to her lifelong love of art.

She recalls her childhood creativity, “I loved to draw everything.
I still have the big plastic ice cream tub full of crayons that I had
as a child and when I open it, it evokes memories of visits with my
papa.”

She also recalls watching her father, Maurice Wideman, working
at incredibly detailed pieces for hours. Famous for his sculptures of
various structures, from quaint cottages to castles, he worked for
John Hine Studios in the U.S. and travelled a lot.

Megan recalls, "Dad being very impressed by the early sculptures
[ made when I was about 12 years old," and those words of praise
had a tremendous impact on her. "Art kept on pulling me in, like the
beach, it was a part of me.”

Megan also enjoys writing poetry and avidly documents her
observations of nature and life in various journals; she's currently
working on an illustrated poetry collection. She also credits faith,
prayer and gratitude for her transformation: "It has changed me to
be the woman I am today. I was a wild child, rebellious, but my
spiritual life has enabled me to be myself."

Megan is a self-taught Metis watercolour artist. Devoted to her
practice and continuing her exploration and unconventional ap-
proach, she has logged about 3,000 hours towards her ultimate goal
of 10,000 hours to master the medium. She has created her own
website, online portfolio, shop and blog. Cats have been constant
companions throughout her life, and are favorite subjects, but her
work is varied. She has done illustrations for stories, accepts com-
missions and was recently one of three artists chosen for a perma-
nent installation at the Tillsonburg Town Centre. Her beautiful,
evocative paintings on display feature local bridges, an appropriate
metaphor for her life story thus far.

"I'm really putting myself into it," Megan said, "and this feels like
a wonderful beginning."

100 YEARS OF

CARING FOR YOU!

It’s no secret that TDMH
has tremendous support from
the Tillsonburg and area com-
munity. From fundraising for
large expansions and renova-
tions to annual, regular do-
nations for capital equipment
through the TDMH Founda-
tion, our community’s gener-
ous support is what keeps the
hospital thriving.

One of the prominent ex-
amples of that community
support is The Ed DeSutter
Satellite Dialysis Unit, which
opened officially on Decem-
ber 15, 2005. Beginning three
years before the opening, the
DeSutter family was part
of a group who formed the
Tri-County Dialysis Commit-
tee, raising well above their
target for the unit.

Ed DeSutter was named
Tillsonburg’s Citizen of the
Year in 2005 because of his
long record of community
involvement, including his
efforts to secure the dialysis
unit, with total funds raised of
over $800,000 (surpassing the
target of $625,000).

To this day, the dialysis unit
provides routine hemodialysis

treatments, initiated and man-
aged by dialysis assistants and
registered nurses with spe-
cialized training. Currently,
there are approximately 36
patients dialyzed three times
per week at TDMH.

The continued generosity of
our community has allowed
TDMH to stay up-to-date
with technology, and excellent
equipment to best serve our
community through programs
like the dialysis unit, for the
past 100 years. Thank you for
your ongoing support!

TDMH is excited to cele-
brate all our successes with-
in the community and looks
forward to another 100 years
of caring for you! If you're
feeling the spirit of generos-
ity, you can reach out to the
TDMH Foundation to do-
nate. Or ask about becoming
a sponsor for “A Century of
Caring: An Evening of Story-
telling” Gala happening May
10th.

Remember, you can share
your memories of the last 100
years — TDMHI100years@
tdmh.on.ca #TDMH100years
#TDMHvolunteers100years

Tillsonburg District
Memorial Hospital

Parinering to keep healtheare close to home.
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Tillsonburg nurses lent a

LAUREL A. BEECHEY

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

We are going back to this month 110
years ago, when in February 1915, the
University of Toronto offered to provide a
1,000-bed base hospital to assist in a new
front of the First World War.

The #4CGH [Canadian General Hospi-
tal] arrived in England at Shorncliffe, and
after a few months, set sail for Salonika in
northern Greece. This was at the request
of the Serbian government, who were in-
volved in heavy trench warfare against the
Germans.

The #4CGH was originally manned by
38 male doctors, one woman doctor - Har-
riet Cockburn - and 73 nurses, who were
almost all drawn from the Toronto hospi-
tals connected with the university. There
were also 200 soldiers, many of whom
were Toronto undergraduates who worked
in the hospital, including Lester B. Per-
son. The hospital grew to 2,000 beds and
was supported not only by the military,
but fundraising in Canada. Most nurs-
ing sisters mentioned in this article were
from Tillsonburg, or close by, and include
Matilda Oatman, Grace Gray, and Emma
Elliot at the #4CGH.

The British Empire set out to destroy the
centuries-old Ottoman Empire and secure
a sea/supply route to Russia, and force
Germany's ally, Turkey, out of the war. It
began as a naval campaign, with British
battleships sent to attack Constantinople
(now Istanbul). It was the first time an am-
phibious operation was used in modern
warfare. It failed when the warships were
unable to force a way through the Darda-
nelles straits at the Gallipoli Peninsula.
A third of the decrepit battleships were
sunk or disabled on a single day, March
18, 1915.

The new plan was to eliminate the Turk-
ish land and shore defenses and open the
straights for the navy. British troops were
to capture the tip of the peninsula on April
25; then advance northwards, while the
Anzacs [Australian, New Zealand army
corps which included French and Indian
troops) would land on the western coast,
north of Gaba Tepe, at a narrow point on
the peninsula. This too failed and only af-
forded them a toehold on the peninsula.

hand in First World War

After eight months, with little progress,
the Anzacs were evacuated in December,
and in January 1916 the last British troops
were withdrawn, There were no Canadian
soldiers, although the Newfoundland Reg-
iment was there, along with five Canadian
army medical units to serve the Allies.

Our nurses, Matilda and Grace, arrived
Nov. 11th, 1915, on the HMHS Caris-
brooke Castle. Emma Elliot was there at
the same time. Annie Bowlby, a Queen
Alexandria nurse, and Bertha Maclntosh
joined the Red Cross nurses and arrived
together in Malta in 1915 aboard the SS
Mongolia. Laurel Misner, sister Minnie
and Annie Collins also served in Malta.

Salonika, 40 miles from southern border
of Serbia, was the only port through which
Serbia could receive aid. The first Canadi-
an medical unit was #4 CGH from Univer-
sity of Toronto. Wounded were brought to
Salonika, then shipped out to Malta.

Matilda Oatman worked on the hospital
ship at the Dardanelles in 1916. The gitls
were at either place most of the time, but
occasionally spent short periods of time
in Alexandria or other ports where there
were medical units.

The weather was hotter there, and the
heat caused a major problem in treating
the wounded because of the flies. By sum-
mer, everyone was crawling with vermin,
although a good kerosene hair wash did
wonders killing the bugs.

They also dealt with dysentery from the
terrible sanitary conditions at Gallipoli,
which soon affected even the staff. On
Dec. 28,, Sister Elliot was granted two
weeks leave in England and on Dec. 31
Sister Oatman was invalided to England
on the Lanfranc.

Later floods were so bad the nurses
walked from patient to patient on their
beds. Winter was not good either - bliz-
zards and hurricanes killed more than
some battles.... 200 men drowned or froze
in Sulva Valley. Of 16,000 casualties in
nine days, 12,000 were due to the weather
but the cold did get rid of flies and dysen-
tery.

Finally, after two years, the Allies con-
trolled the area and many of the hospital
units left Salonika, including the #4 CGH,
which moved en masse to Basingstoke,
England.

Canadian singer John McDermott sings
the poignant song about the slaughter of
Australian troops during the battle of Gal-
lipoli called “And The Band Played Waltz-
ing Matilda”. This video and music are
worth the time.

https:/www.youtube.com/
watch?v=VK6rZ--DhZM

If you are interested in more information
on the nurses, or my research, please get in
touch at 519 842 9416.

SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO
THE EDITOR!

info@tillsonburgpost.com
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Paczki season continues at Courtland Bakery until March 4

CHRIS ABBOTT

Post Contributor

First introduced in
Courtland as a way to
boost sales during two of
the slowest — and cold-
est — months of the year,
the paczki season contin-
ues this year at Courtland
Bakery until March 4.

The annual tradition
starts at the bakery in
January and ends the day
before Ash Wednesday,
the first day of the 40-day
Lenten season leading up
to Easter. This year Shrove
Tuesday - also known
as Pancake Tuesday, Fat
Tuesday, or Paczki Day
- is the fast-approaching
March 4.

Emigrants from Po-
land pronounce the large,

ery.

“We’ve been doing this
since 2000,” said Court-
land Bakery co-owner
John Peazel, noting their
first paczki season was
celebrated along with twin
grandsons, who just had
their 26th birthdays on
Feb. 16.

The bakery itself cele-
brated its 75th anniver-
sary in 2014 with Mary
and John Peazel owning it
37 of those 75 years. The
original owners had it 27
years, and there were six
other owners in between,
all at the same Courtland
location, which has been
rebuilt and greatly expand-
ed over the years. With an
eye on eventually retiring,
the bakery has been listed
for sale more than 10 years

pie-filling donuts ‘poonch-
key’ or ‘pooch-key’, which
they use at Courtland Bak-

— at a fair price.
Its name is known up
and down Highway 3 from

WE ARE THE WELLNESS STORE!

We help families create a more secure future.

roducts unmatched in value,
and performance.

Plant derlved
safety

REDIRECT expenses into repeat income.
NOT MLM
* No Distributers < No inventory ¢ No selling

Enjoy our free 12 min. overview
& see how it works!

Text Phyllis: 519-550-0397

ght S "

Over 8,000 sq. ft.

. SPECIRI deals on all sizes Df

Of sav]ﬂgs : mattl:csscs )
. o Furniture for every room in
We do accept : .
E T f Your home.
i - l’a.ns er : ® Decorator furniture, modern
Dellvery Available : furniture, retro furniture,

antiques, pictures and more!

: » Specializing in Queen and
King mattresses and box
springs!

Open Mon-Sat
9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Mattress & Furniture Store
Unit 5 & 6, 25 Spruce St., Tillsonburg
519-688-7744

Windsor to Fort Erie.

“Highway 3, this is a
very good location,” said
John. “When we first
bought the bakery, the
highway count was about
23,000 cars a day. It’s
probably 30,000 cars now.
That’s why we invested
money in that big LED
sign outside. I read an arti-
cle saying that sign should
help you increase sales by
10-45% and it does help
us.”

People will drive up to
several hours to get their
paczkis, baked fresh Tues-
day-Saturday during the
6-8 week season. You can
call the day before your
visit to get the ones you
like (519-688-2023).

“I’ve talked to so many
bakers, January and Feb-
ruary is a very slow time
and if you need something
to bring people in, you
need to put up something
special. Do this! Last year,
I think we sold 28,000
paczkis... which is a lot of
paczkis,” John added with
a laugh. “It gives your
sales at that particular
time such a boost.

“I have seen it where we
make 200 dozen paczki
in a night — that’s a lot of
paczkis.”

John said most paczkis
sold at grocery stores use
‘donut filling’, which is
water, flavour, sugar, and

IMZIVd

| PAC

(CHRIS ABBOTT PHOTO)

Staff at Courtland Bakery includes from left Kennedy Neville, Rayne Sales, Sherri Rowland,
Rachel Robinson, and Madison Altwassen.

colour.

At Courtland Bakery,
they use good quality pie
filling.

“We buy the very best
pie filling,” he said, “and
we make sure there is a
lot of pie filling in there.
I want to see a dozen
paczki weigh at least five
(pounds), but I don’t want
to see them weigh seven.

“So we want to put lots
of filling in them, and we
have about 12 different
kinds.”

This year they are ac-
tually offering 13 fillings
- apple, apricot, banana,

The Woodstock Dutch Theatre
presents:

*.
Alle“ballen“op Berthal

een blijspel door Winnic Abel / vertaler: Bc%c
Geregisseerd door Karin van Wely en Anhic van HaWtert
Adwission £25 at the door - 520 in advance T
Net proceeds will be donated to Ronald McPonald House

Market Centre Theatre, Woodstock
Saturday, March 8 2029 at 3 pm and 8 pm
The Livery Theatre. Goderich

Friday, March 14 2025 at 3 pm and 8 pm

O1d Town Hall Theatre, Aglmer
Friday, March 21, 2025 at 8 pm

Tichkets available at:

www.ticketscene.ca IR ERIATITRE

SCAN ME o at The Dutch Store in Clinton
(payment by cheque or cash only)

or Call 226-232-8200
or e-transfer to dutchplaytickets @ hotmail.com

or send cheque to:
Woodstock Dutch Theatre

Ny

506015 Old Stage Road, Woodstock, N4S 7V8

blueberry, cherry, choc-
olate, Holstein, lemon,
Nutella, plum, raspber-
ry, strawberry, Venetian
— with four different top-
pings, plain, glazed, sugar
and powdered sugar.
Baking is a science,
said John, and making
the paczki is no different.
Machines are used to form
the dough, ensuring con-
sistency. The rest is ‘let it
rise, fry it, and then fill it.
It keeps the staff of 29 (six
in production), including
full and part-time, busy.
Over the years, custom-
ers have asked for recipes,

and Peazel is happy to
oblige... with a condition.
“I say, ‘I sure will!” We
give away all of our rec-
ipes, whether you are a
customer or another bak-
er. But I'm kind of a fun-
ny guy. If someone asks
for the cream cheese rec-
ipe for cheese crowns, |
give them my recipe. It
starts off with a 44-pound
block of cream cheese.
You want to know how
to make croissants? The
recipe starts with 200
pounds of... I don’t break
it down,” he smiled.
chris@granthaven.com
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Tillsonburg Legion extends
the veteran banner program

Applications are now being accepted : ~— -
for Banners of Remembrance to be dis- . \T ﬂ RS \l K -

played on Quarter Town Line. \ Q —— T
Since the introduction of the program LT e ol .

-

THANK'YOU FOR OUR FHEEDUM

in 2023, 89 Banners of Remembrance
have been displayed on Veteran’s Park-
way(Quarter Town Line).

The banners recognize and honour de-
ceased veterans and active service mem-
bers or veterans who have served or are
currently serving in the Canadian, Allied

or Commonwealth forces. The program
N OW is open to all veteran families who wish
to honour their family members. The
Ilson bu rg banners will be displayed in the Town of
Tillsonburg commencing Legion week.

IS NOW (mid-September) up until Nov. 12.

Applications are now available from
the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 153,
16 Durham St. Tillsonburg.

Sponsorship fees will be held at $275
per banner, which include taxes and
shipping costs. The deadline for submis-

WILLIAM G. FINDLEY

sions is May31 to guarantee inclusion in WWII- Arm
FLOORING CENTRES this year's programme. Submissions af- Yy
‘{)er Fhis date will be done on a best effort Ellen Findley & Dianne Hodges
asis.
. . For enquires please contact Dianne
Hardwood | Laminate | Area Rugs | Luxury Vinyl | Carpet | « More! s SRRt et vt et s e e e et 1) ‘ '.EQQH\Q
gmail.com or 519-709-5777. ————

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

Tillsonburg ¢ 612 Broadway St

tillsonburgpost.com
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@) H A R P E R An Ontario Party for ‘%?
> True Conservatives
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Six Things an Ontario Party Government Will Do for You:

e Enact a provincial Sovereignty Act to protect Ontario from negative external influences and federal policy that hurts
Ontario, as has been done in Alberta.

e Create an Immigrant and Criminal Enforcement (ICE) program in order to secure our international border crossings
and enhance police powers to combat human trafficking, illegal immigrants and the influx of fentanyl and other
drugs.

* Reward hard work, creativity, and entrepreneurship in order to put Ontario at the forefront of innovation.

* Take control ofimmigration selection, as has been done in Quebec, in order to ensure that no new immigration
quotas are introduced until unemployment is below 2%.

 Reduce property taxes for seniors by 65%. Get rid of the provincial carbon tax and other forms of inappropriate
and unfair taxation.

* Restore adequate staffing in our medical system by expanding medical school admissions,
B re-hiring healthcare workers who lost their jobs because of their personal medical choices,
”“,: and protecting the conscience rights of all medical professionals.

R .'\iiﬁ, Authorized by the CFO of Ontario Party Oxford

| If historic Canadian values of freedom, family, and faith are important to you,
N RO join the Ontario Party to help build a strong, free, and prosperous province.

L N GraceWithTheOntarioParty@gmail.com | (519) 444-8589
" To view the Ontario Party platform, please go to: ontarioparty.ca
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Peavey Mart seeks creditor protection, local store to close

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

The Tillsonburg Peavey Mart locations will be
among the dozens that close as the company seeks
creditor protection.

The initial announcement from the company
suggested it was only 22 Peavey Mart stores in
Ontario and Nova Scotia that would close, and
the Simcoe and Tillsonburg stores weren’t on the
list. However, a follow-up announcement said the
company would complete a full wind down of all
90 Peavey Mart stores and six MainStreet Hard-
ware stores across the country.

“We are sure that it will affect some farmers
more than others,” said Norfolk Federation of
Agriculture president Tyler Townsend. “It's really
unfortunate that this has happened.”

Oxford County Federation of Agriculture
(OCFA) president Joe Wilson lamented about the
end of a relationship with Peavey Mart and the
Ontario Federation of Agriculture. Part of this was
a discount members received at the store.

“Although rural communities and our members
will be impacted by the loss of a retailer special-
izing in rural and farm products, the OCFA would
like to remind everyone to look to local retailers
in their area,” he said. “Many local stores provide
essential items that farmers rely on to maintain
their operations. Shopping locally for these goods
fosters community relationships and contributes
to the economic growth and sustainability of their
communities.”

He gave examples of Parion Animal Nutrition
in Hickson, Ingersoll Country Mills, Norwich
Country Mills and Corner Farm Market in Wood-
stock.

The company that runs 90 Peavey Mart locations across the country is seeking creditor
protection and closing all its stores, including Tillsonburg.

Delhi-area cattle and crop farmer Larry Chan-
da found Peavey Mart had many things farmers
needed that weren’t available elsewhere.

“With cattle, Peavey Mart would stock fencing
supplies or the odd medication you could get over
the counter that you didn’t need a prescription for,”
he said. “They just seemed to have a real variety
of things you wouldn’t pick up at a different store.”

There are options for former Peavey Mart shop-
pers for some farm supplies in Norfolk, but they
might have to drive further for other items, and
to multiple retailers. Doerksen Country Store in
Port Rowan carries livestock and pet feed, fencing
supplies, automotive lubricants and country home
and garden items. Simcoe’s Golden Belt Feeds
carries more than just pet food, having livestock
feed, and some smaller items for livestock.

“I really can't say at this point how many farm-

ers it will affect or how badly it will affect the
farmers that heavily rely on it, but in saying that,
maybe it creates opportunity for something else to
take its place,” Townsend said.

The implications in Tillsonburg may go further
than just the loss of a shopping option.

“As a former farmer, Peavy Mart represented
that go to staple store for local agriculture,” said
Mayor Deb Gilvesy. “Not only is there a loss of
jobs, but also a loss of economic spin-off as it drew
the surrounding farmers into our community.”

Peavey details

It’s not known yet the closing date of the Simcoe
and Tillsonburg stores, and Peavey is saying little
except through a press release.

“This was a profoundly difficult decision, but

one that allows us to explore the best possible
alternatives for the future of the company,” said
Doug Anderson, president and CEO of Peavey In-
dustries LP. “For nearly six decades, our custom-
ers' loyalty, employees' dedication, and the resil-
ience of the communities we serve have been the
cornerstone of our business. We remain focused
on working with our partners and stakeholders to
preserve the Peavey brand and the value it rep-
resents.”

The announcement suggested overall challeng-
es facing the Canadian retail industry were among
the factors that led to the decision to seek creditor
protection. Those include record low consumer
confidence, inflationary pressures, rising operat-
ing costs, ongoing supply disruptions and a diffi-
cult regulatory environment.

“The company’s immediate priority is to gen-
erate liquidity through the closure process while
continuing to work with funders, partners, and
stakeholders to explore potential opportunities to
preserve the brand,” the announcement said.

Locally, the locations were operated as TSC
stores until 2021 when they moved under the
Peavey Mart banner. Peavey Mart acquired the
London-based TSC Store brand in 2017, spending
the next four years converting the stores to Peavey
Marts.

Peavey Mart began in 1967 as a “chain of ‘su-
per farm markets’ whose first location opened in
Dawson Creek, B.C.,” according to the compa-
ny’s website. In 1975 it became known as Peavey
Mart and was a subsidiary of Minneapolis-based
Peavey Company. Nine years later it returned to
full Canadian ownership, which it maintained to
the present day.

- With files from Luke Edwards
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Elections
Ontario

Woodstock resident running
for New Blue Party of Ontario

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Peter Beimers has been given the nod to
run as the Oxford candidate for the New
Blue Party of Ontario in the Feb. 27 pro-
vincial election.

Beimers has been married for 30 years,
has four children, and welcomed his first
grandchild in December.

“We have been a part of the Oxford com-
munity for 17 years, living the last 13 years
here in Woodstock. I have been a truck
driver for 20 years working for a business
in Oxford. Before getting into trucking, I
went to school to become a minister, but
I was not able to find a full-time job in a
church, I worked at various jobs before
getting my AZ license. I still preach oc-
casionally, but not as much as I did pre-
COVID.”

He explained frustration is what motivat-
ed him to get into politics, namely how the
government was running things and the
seeming nonsense that was being imposed
on Ontario residents.

“I wanted to be part of a better way and
I found that better way was within the pol-
icies of the New Blue Party of Ontario.
Rather than begrudgingly going through
the motions of daily life, I want to be part
of the solution.”

Beimers said there are three main issues
he wants to bring to the election, first and
foremost, taxes.

“Reducing the HST from 13 to 10 per
cent as well as the elimination of the Car-
bon Tax. Everyday items are becoming
more and more expensive and incomes are
not matching the rate of increased costs.
Reducing the HST and eliminating the
Carbon Tax will mean more money in our
wallets to invest in our family's needs.”

He added the lingering effects of the
COVID era still live on needlessly in 2025.

“There are regulations still in place that
need to be permanently removed. There
are those seeking work, but are unable to
be hired, despite being quite qualified for
the position because they do not meet an
arbitrary standard set by outdated COVID
regulations.”

He added his party would like to offer
jobs back those who were unceremonious-
ly fired for a personal choice of not want-
ing to take an experimental drug that had
zero long term studies attached to it.

“This would include, but not limited to,
doctors, nurses, and postal workers. These
people also deserve an apology from the
provincial government for being treated so
poorly when they were in reality needed
most.”

Beimers also said he is pro-life and
doesn’t understand how abortion is an al-
lowable choice for any pregnant woman.

“There are zero abortion restrictions in
Ontario and I believe this must change.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

On the other end of the life spectrum, we
now have this anti-life option called MAID
(Medical Assistance in Dying). I find it in-
credibly sad that a provincial health system
would offer the option of suicide under a
‘doctor's care’ to seniors or those suffering
with mental health issues. We have a great
example in Oxford of palliative care with
Sakura House. Ontario would be much
better off investing tax dollars into more
end-of-life care facilities than it currently
does with MAID.”

The New Blue Party Candidate also
wants to make sure Oxford County never
becomes a home for safe injection sites,
something Southwest Public Health fa-
vours.

“A specific issue to our community is the
so-called Safe Injections Sites. How can a
government or any extension of the gov-
ernment be enablers of drug use and call
that safe? This is an oxymoron, like order-
ing a vegan steak. How can a government
say they want to fight drugs in our streets
and yet provide these injection sites? It
doesn't work. Drug rehab clinics are far
superior.”

Beimers added the growing trend of
parents sending their children to private
schools or home schooling is on the rise,
something he understands.

“Even though our children are finished
school, I can hardly blame these parents for
their school choice. Even in the last years
of our youngest, the woke ideology of Lib-
erals has become commonplace in public
schools. Most recently, Bill 67 introduced
Critical Race Theory (CRT). New Blue be-
lieves that CRT and woke ideology have no
place in our schools. Children go to school
to learn math, geography, science, and
learn to read and write and express ideas.”

He explained his party wants a school
voucher or credit to be given to families
who do not send their children to the public
school system.

PROVINCIAL ELECTION 2025:

Ingersoll town councillor
running in Oxford riding

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Khadijah Haliru is serving her first term
as a councillor for the town of Ingersoll
and has thrown her hat in the ring to serve
as Oxford County’s Member of Provincial
Parliament.

Haliru described herself as a communi-
ty leader and business owner in addition
to her role as a member of council.

“Since immigrating to the USA in 2003
and Canada in 2006, I have worked to
bring people together through business,
local governance, or grassroots initia-
tives to create real opportunities for fam-
ilies and workers anywhere I am. Strong
communities are built when people feel
supported, their concerns are heard, and
when leadership is focused on real solu-
tions that improve everyday lives.”

She has lived in smaller communities
like Ann Arbor, Michigan, and Mission,
BC, as well as major cities like Toronto,
Brampton, and Vancouver.

“I've seen firsthand the disparities in
funding, services, and opportunities. Ru-
ral areas and smaller towns often carry the
burden of growth without receiving the
same level of investment as bigger cities.
This perspective allows me to recognize
what’s missing in our approach to devel-
opment and advocate for solutions that en-
sure Oxford County gets its fair share. I
believe in leadership that listens, takes ac-
tion, and fights for real change that uplifts
families, workers, and businesses alike.”

Haliru said her interest in politics comes
from a belief that leadership is about
standing up when it matters most.

“Over the years, I’ve watched as critical
services like education, healthcare, and
social support, were eroded by funding
cuts. I saw how my children’s friends were
affected when the first round of Ford’s cuts
hit education and disability programs.
Families struggled to find adequate care
for their children with special needs, while
others had to make impossible choices be-
tween work and caregiving.”

She said the pandemic resulted in the
loss of nurses, doctors, and frontline staff
because they were exhausted and unap-
preciated.

“Now, we face a healthcare system
stretched too thin, with wait times grow-
ing and fewer professionals to rely on.
Meanwhile, students who once dreamed
of a better future have had to walk away
from post-secondary education because
they couldn’t afford the costs, even when
financial aid existed. A generation of
young people was lost simply because
they lacked access to opportunity.”

There are four main issues in her cam-
paign, starting with education and oppor-
tunities for youth.

“We need to restore funding to schools,
invest in disability programs, and ensure
post-secondary education is accessible to
all. Every child deserves a fair shot at suc-
cess, no matter their background or finan-
cial situation.”

She added it is also time to properly in-
vest in healthcare by retaining doctors and
nurses, addressing burnout and expand
healthcare access in rural communities
like Oxford County. Building affordable
and inclusive communities is also top of
mind.

“Oxford is growing, but without smart
housing solutions, proper childcare sup-
port, and job security, many families are
struggling to keep up. We need bold ac-
tion to ensure that our region remains a
place where people can thrive.”

Haliru added she wants to bring back
real support for working families.

“That means investing in affordable
childcare, especially for children with
disabilities, so that parents aren’t forced
to choose between work and caregiving.
It means ensuring healthcare workers get
the wages and respect they deserve, so we
don’t lose more nurses and doctors. And it
means making sure our schools have the
resources to give every child a quality ed-
ucation.”

Haliru was asked if there were any is-
sues specific to local communities, and
while she had some for Woodstock, Inger-
soll and Tavistock, she didn’t for Tillson-
burg.

”This election is about more than par-
ty loyalty. It’s about choosing leadership
that understands what families are going
through. I encourage everyone, no matter
their political background, to think about
what kind of future we want for Oxford.
Do we want to keep struggling with under-
funded schools, an overstretched health-
care system, and a lack of real economic
opportunity? Or do we want leadership
that will fight for solutions that truly make
a difference?”

She added voters can’t afford four more
years of Doug Ford.

“I believe we can do better. We need
fresh Ideas. It's been 30 years since the last
NDP government. The party has changed,
the priorities have changed and the peo-
ple have changed. I know we can build a
stronger Oxford with current policies that
will drive growth, where every person—
no matter their background—has access
to the services, education, and opportuni-
ties they need to succeed. I am ready to
step up and fight for that vision.”

tillsonburgpost.com
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Hardeman looking for ninth
consecutive term as Oxford MPP

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Ernie Hardeman was first elected MPP
for Oxford in 1995 and has served the res-
idents and the Progressive Conservative
Party of Ontario ever since.

He has held many positions in the pro-
vincial Legislature including Associate
Minister of Municipal Affairs (Rural),
Chair of the Legislative Committee on
Public Accounts, and Minister of Agricul-
ture, Food and Rural Affairs from 1999 to
2001 and 2018 to 2021. He has also passed
several Private Member’s Bills.

Hardeman said there are three key is-
sues included in his party’s plan to build
the economy and keep Ontario competi-
tive in the face of Trump’s tariff threats.

“We’ve already attracted billions in in-
vestment at CAMI, Toyota in Woodstock
and our local suppliers. We will do what
it takes to help our employers retain their
workers and find new customers. We also
have a plan to invest in education to keep
up with our growing community here in
Oxford.”

He added his party is creating over

1,500 brand new school spaces in Oxford,
including building a new school in Wood-
stock and another in Thamesford.

“I’ve also heard the concerns of our
community that we need to do more to
help those struggling with addiction.
That’s why we recently announced that
we’re building a new homelessness and
addictions recovery hub in downtown
Woodstock. It will provide mental health
support and supportive housing to those
who need it in our community. Address-
ing all of these issues will help make life
better for residents of Oxford.”

Prior to 1995, Hardeman was elected
to the Township of South-West Oxford
Council and served as Mayor from 1988
to 1994. He also served as Warden of Ox-
ford County council, chair of the Warden’s
Association of Ontario, chair of the Rural
Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA)
and on the board of the Association of
Municipalities of Ontario.

Until 1995, Hardeman ran his own busi-
ness and served as a volunteer firefight-
er, retiring as Captain of the South-West
Oxford Fire Department. He and his wife,
Reta, have three sons and a daughter.
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Despite having nine campaigns under his belt, Oxford PC candidate Ernie Hardeman was
still hands on, working on putting up signs and banners at his Tillsonburg campaign of-
fice. The office is open Tuesday and Thursday 9:30 a.m. to noon at 671 Broadway.

Oxford

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

1. What is the world's oldest known
currency that is still in use today?

. What is the tallest building in the world?
. What tool is used to measure angles?
. The Brooklyn Bridge spans which river?

. What was a “garderobe” in a medieval
castle?

6. A mule is a cross between which two

a b~ WODN

Weekend Quiz

by Jake Grant
animals?

7. Who wrote Alice's Adventures in
Wonderland?

8. What country has the most pyramids in
the world?

9. What ingredient makes bread rise?

10. Who founded the technology company
Microsoft?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

Local municipal politician
earns Oxford Liberal nod in
upcoming provincial election

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

A familiar face in Oxford County has been
acclaimed as the Liberal nominee for the
Feb. 27 provincial election.

Bernia Martin’s campaign will be her first
foray into provincial politics after success-
fully earning a seat as a city/county council-
lor in Woodstock in 2022.

“I have always believed people deserve a
credible candidate to choose from, that’s the
first point. Secondly, I believe Doug Ford and
this conservative government really has not
been a friend to municipalities or the people
of Oxford.”

She added county residents should expect
more and have a stronger voice at Queen’s
Park. Martin was asked if she sees the up-
coming vote as an election against Doug
Ford or the current Oxford MPP, Ernie Har-
deman.

“My frustration has been with the Ford
government as a whole and its policies. I
have never personally had an issue with
Ernie, he’s a nice guy. For me, this is about
the much bigger picture across Ontario and
how the Conservatives are treating rural and
small municipalities and that’s my focus,”
explained Martin.

Martin said she has issues with not only
the funding provided by the current govern-
ment but also its policies.

“The money is nice, the funding is nice,
but the policies live on well beyond and of
it. The Ford government has fallen down on
homelessness prevention. For me in Oxford
County, that’s number one. We have a home-
lessness, mental health and addiction crisis,
and access to attainable housing crisis, and
those are all linked.”

She added the lack of funding is making
those problems worse, and continues to grow
because of a lack of responsible and dedicat-
ed money streams.

“I could point to five different examples
of why that is. I think, and this aligns very
closely with the Liberal platform, that health
care and education are so underfunded and
our policies do not meet the needs of real
people living in communities like Oxford.”

Martin explained there are smaller issues
she wanted to point out where the big cities
are able to receive big dollars for certain files.

“You mentioned health care what the big
ridings get the smaller ridings don’t always
get, the same goes for me with rural transit.
Southwest Community Transit is an estab-
lished system throughout nine rural coun-
ties.”

Martin said it was initially funded through
the Ministry of Transportation and started
back in 2019. That funding is set to cease at
the end of March.

“This system connects community to com-

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

munity so people can get from one town to
the next on a rural system and now the fund-
ing is disappearing. We know that the eco-
nomic impact of that decision will be close
to three-quarters of a billion dollars based on
the people who ride that to get to work.”

She added people also use the transit sys-
tem to attend health care appointments, col-
lege or university, as well as allowing seniors
to remain in their homes.

“Seniors have been allowed to stay in their
communities and age in place because they
don’t have to move to a large urban centre
to access the things they need because they
have been able to do it through the rural tran-
sit system. That’s an example, one of many,
where smaller ridings don’t always get the
attention some other parts of Ontario get.
Transit is essential in the GTA. Why isn’t it
here?”

One criticism of the Liberals and party
leader Bonnie Crombie is she still does not
have a seat in the provincial legislature. Mar-
tin doesn’t see it as an issue.

“Critics could point to any aspect of any
campaign and find something to be negative
about. Bonnie has been focused on leading
the party, developing policies and talking to
people. She is doing the work to reestablish a
party that needs that energy right now.”

She added having a seat or not having a
seat in the legislature has not impacted the
leader’s ability to do her job.

“She’ll run in this election and I think
she’ll win handily. There is the expectation
the leader must have a seat but it’s not a re-
quirement.”

In addition to being on Woodstock City
Council, Martin is the board chair of South-
west Public Health and had a two-decade ca-
reer working in the economic development
field. She was also raised on a family farm in
Southwestern Ontario.
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Ice fishing on your own

SOUTH-
WESTERN
ONTARIO
OUTDOORS

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

One great thing about ice fishing is it provides access to
fishing for many people who don’t have a boat. Outfitters are
great, but there is a cost involved. Fishing on your own, how-
ever, becomes more economical.

Friend John Piovesan and I improvised on this slightly, using
the ice taxi at Collin’s Harbour Marina to get us started before
drilling our own holes and dropping a line in. The taxi takes
ice anglers about a kilometre from shore, and then they are
their own.

Arriving about 1 p.m., our plan was to capitalize on the af-
ternoon bite.

We were surrounded by a city of ice huts spread across Long
Point Bay after reaching the drop-of spot. Many had a quad
or snowmobile parked at the door, while others — closer to the
drop-off point — were stand-alone huts or people fishing in the
open.

Marshall Collins purchased the former Shady Akers in
2020. While past owner John Aker ran ice fishing huts, Collins
wasn’t sure what he wanted to do during the winter. During
the winter of 2021, he offered the public a parking space for
a fee and let them walk out. He talked to a customer walking
in, huffing and puffing while dragging a portable hut. Collins
asked him what would make it easier for him, and the concept
of the shuttle service was born. The shuttle has a trailer be-
hind to carry ice anglers gear, and even sleds if they walk out
further.

Out with the old in
with the
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End of the lne Clearance Sale
starts February 14/25 until
quantities last.

W.E SAUNDERS PAINT & DECOR
2053 Highway 3, Delhi ON

519-582-2621
www.wesdist.com

“I'ran it through random people and they said it was as good
idea,” Collins recalled.

Offering the service in year two, Collins found there was
huge demand. The $15 fee includes parking, the shuttle ride
and free coffee. The demand was so overwhelming that a sec-
ond shuttle had to be added.

“[ get a lot of people who say they wouldn’t go out ice fish-
ing if we didn’t have the shuttle,” Collins said.

Our plan for the day was to drill a couple of holes, see if
there was any action and then set up the portable hut in the
area. Our plan quickly went askew — and in a good way. Pio-
vesan had been telling me about his battery-powered auger,
and seeing it in action, I was impressed with the speed and
quietness compared to a gas-powered auger. He quickly put
two holes in.

[ was still getting set up when Piovesan pulled a nice perch
up. He had three perch on ice before I had my bait in the water.
[ found out he was using an artificial grub while I was using
Minnows.

After I had my bait in the water, [ felt the familiar tap of
perch biting and pulled one up. This was a welcome sign as
[ have found in the winter perch don’t bite as a hard and the
tapping of a biting fish is often non-existence as the perch grab
ahold of the minnow and just hold on it.

The bite was constant for about a half-hour, pulling out fish
after fish. Piovesan seemed to get slightly larger fish, although
[ thought my minnows were of a size to deter smaller perch.
When the action slowed, we talked of putting the hut up, when
the bites started again on my live bait. We decided against that,
wanting to keep bait in the water and keeping the school of
fish in the area. About the same time, the perch stopped hitting
Piovesan’s artificial bait and he made the switch to minnows.

As the afternoon progressed, the intensity of the bite waned
and the perch switched to grabbing ahold of the bait. Although
we were in the open, it was easy to see what the fish were
doing in the clear water. Throughout the afternoon, I found
the perch were hitting the bait, but not taking it. Many anglers
cut their minnows in half to make it easier to hook perch, but I
decided against this, mainly because we were in the open, the

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
John Piovesan pulls in a Long Point Bay perch caught with
a grab and jig head. When the first are biting, the artificial
baits seemed to work as well as live bait.

constant action meant my gloves were off more than on, and [
figured the extra time and with cutting minnows would leave
my fingers numb.

We finished the afternoon with more than 50 perch on the
ice, and more than that being returned due to small size.

Talking to another pair of anglers on the ride back in, we
found they were in a different area and had the same experi-
ence. One had a live action camera and reported seeing 40 or
more fish around his bait.

Are you a compassionate person
who can offer emotional support and
companionship to help improve the
quality of life of an individual in
hospice or palliative care?
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Delhi, Aylmer, Ingersoll, and
surrounding areas.

“We give you comfort”
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Sip and Pour event a success

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

The Station House Potters first fundrais-
ing event is the group’s way of giving back.

Although the name Station House Pot-
ters might conjure up images of something
out of the popular Harry Potter books and
movies, this has nothing to do with Hog-
warts, and is much more practical. Based
at the Station Arts Centre, the potters are a

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
Brenda Jones, left, and Cathy Kovacs pick out their mugs at the Station House Potters' first
Sip and Shop event. The fundraiser was the group’s way of contributing to the Station Arts
Centre.

group dedicated to pottery.

Held Feb. 7, the event ran from 5 to 9
p.m. For the $25 admission fee, attendees
could choose a handcrafted mug, fill it
with coffee donated by Tim Hortons fran-
chise owners Christina and Mike Gazley,
and then purchase pottery or other items
from the Station Arts Centre.

“We wanted to give back,” said Karen
Robinson, communications director for
the Station House Potters. “The potters are

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

Patrons attending the Sip and Shop also had the opportunity to browse and purchase other
pottery items created by Station House Potters members.

grateful for the resources we have here in
the centre.

The group has 48 potters. Kelly Ongena,
who looked after the kiln, said all mem-
bers tried to donate five mugs for the Sip
and Pour.

The creation of a mug is no small task.
To start, the mug must be shaped on the
wheel in the basement of the red station.
Then it has to dry, which can take one to
two weeks. The mug then goes into the

kiln. The potter decides how to decorate
the mug, applies the glaze, and the mug
goes back in the kiln for a second and final
time. It can take three weeks to a month
from start to the finished product.

Robinson said the group’s members were
excited about the event and hope to hold it
annually.

“It’s nice to bring the community to the
Station Arts Centre because then they can
see what they have to offer,” she said.
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Ward’s Automotive U11 Storm captures International
Silver Stick title

JEFF TRIBE

Post Correspondent

The Ward’s Automotive Ull
South Oxford Storm’s coaching
staff was thrilled with a 7-1 In-
ternational Silver Stick champi-
onship victory over the host Sar-
nia Junior Sting.

The players were pretty happy
too.

“The craziest thing is, they
didn’t didn’t realize how big of
a tournament that is to win,”
laughed head coach Devin
Homick, allowing he never got
out of regionals himself. “To
pull it off is a pretty big deal.”

The Storm saved its best hock-
ey for last in the Jan. 19 final,
leading 3-1 after a period and
never looking back.

“Our kids came out and played
almost a perfect game,” said
Homick. “As good as they can
play.”

Carter Balcomb paced the at-
tack with a hat-trick and two as-
sists, Emerson Adam added two
goals and three assists, Clark
Whatley and Carter Smith a goal
each and Brody Biloski two as-
sists.

The morning’s semi-final was
a much more closely-contested
outing, in which South Oxford
found itself trailing 3-0 early.

“We clawed our way back
against a good Nebraska team,”
said Homick.

Of interest was the fact Ne-
braska was coached by two
ex-NHL players, head coach
Warren Peters of the Calgary
Flames, Dallas Stars, Minnesota
Wild and Pittsburgh Penguins,
and assistant Jed Ortmeyer,
who played with the New York
Rangers, Nashville Predators,
San Jose Sharks and Minnesota
Wild.

The Ward’s Automotive Ulls
scored late in the first period,
squaring accounts at three be-
fore the end of the second. Car-
ter Balcomb scored what would
stand as the game-winner in the
third, rounding a hat-trick into
an empty net.

Adam added a goal and two as-
sists, Owen Sazatzky his team’s
first goal, and Biloski, Max
Prouse and Lincoln Whittington
a helper apiece.

“No panic, we just got back into
playing our game and clawed our
way back,” said Homick. “That
was our biggest challenge.”

The Sarnia A draw featured
15 teams in all, seven American
and eight from Canada, more
specifically, all from Ontario.
They were divided into three
pools of five, with the winners of

15 Oxford St.
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The Ward’s Automotive U11 Storm captured the International Silver Stick A title with a 7-1 victory over the host

Sarnia Junior Sting.
each pool plus one wild card ad-
vancing to the semi-final round.

“To guarantee your spot, you
had to win your pool,” said
Homick. “Every game was im-
portant.”

The Storm opened against the
Vaughan Rangers, scoring 16
seconds into the game en route
to a 4-2 win. The game was tied
at two after the first period, with
South Oxford notching two un-
answered markers in the second.

“And held them in the third,”

said Homick.

Adam figured in on all his
team’s scoring with two goals
and two assists, Biloski added
one of each, Balcomb a goal and
Tommy Thomson and Whatley
each an assist.

The Ward Automotive Ulls
had an easier time of it in their
second outing, skating to a com-
fortable 10-3 decision over the
Traverse City, Michigan North
Stars.

“Lots of scoring from lots of

kids.”

Balcomb finished with four
goals and an assist, Adam a hat-
trick and a helper, Carter Smith
a goal, with assists to Whatley
(2), Biloski (2), Perry Homick
(2), Thomson and Matthew
Monsere.

Patrick Marleau’s son’s pres-
ence on the San Jose Junior
Sharks did not help turn the tide
in the Storm’s third round-rob-
in game, a 6-3 win that pushed
their won-lost record to 3-0.

CONTINUED TO PAGE 17
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Youthful Gemini girls’ hockey team enjoying this

season, building for the future
C .

JEFF TRIBE

Post Correspondent

A youthful Tillsonburg Gemini girls’
hockey team ran out of steam, not spirit
through a 9-3 TVRA South East loss to the
home-ice Woodstock CI Red Devils Tues-
day, Feb. 4 in Woodstock.

“We started off strong, playing both
ways,” said Gemini coach Ryan Sproul.
“Then with a short bench, the girls ran out
of gas and we did what we could with who
we had.”

The first period was Tillsonburg’s best,
the Gemini answering WCI’s offence
through its majority. The Red Devils’ Emma
Holm opened scoring with 6:25 to play, but
Tillsonburg’s Gabby Ash countered just 31
seconds later, unassisted. The same pattern
played out beginning with 3:30 left in the
first, WCI’s Addison Trepanier scoring,
and Gemini Sophia Monsere responding
with 47 seconds left on the clock, assisted
by Dayna Lester.

“Lots of passing,” credited Tillsonburg
goalie Asha David for her squad’s strong
start. “A good forecheck and hard back-
check.”

WCI defender Sierra Irwin gave her
squad a 3-2 lead just 30 seconds later how-
ever, kicking off a four-goal run which es-
sentially decided the outcome.

“They were skating at us hard,” said
Gemini Kennedy Vandendriessche. “Didn’t
give us much time.”

Vandendriessche broke off the Red Dev-

(JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)

Tillsonburg Gemini Lainey West (right) perseveres against a desperation swipe from Wood-

stock CI's Annika Beaton (left).

ils run, beating the second-period buzzer
by 0.3 of a second. She went hard to the Red
Devil net to bury an Ash rebound and make
the score 6-3 at the time.

“Just skating hard and pressuring,” ex-
plained Vandendriessche, who also plays
with the St. Thomas U15 girls’ squad.

Tillsonburg’s roster is a ‘mixed bag’ says
coach Sproul, including those playing on
girls’ hockey units in St. Thomas, London
and Tillsonburg, as well as some recruited
ringette players.

Ward’s Automotive Un1

Storm captures International
Silver Stick title

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Adam finished with a hat-trick and
an assist, Carter Smith and Balcomb a
goal and assist apiece, Biloski a goal and
Sawatzky and Brayden Bartram an as-
sist each.

South Oxford closed out pool play
with a perfect 4-0 mark and berth in
the semi-final with a 6-2 victory over
the Mississippi Thunder Kings from
Carleton Place, Ontario. Both teams en-
tered the game undefeated, although the
Thunder Kings had a tie in their record.
South Oxford built a commanding 6-0
lead before giving up two late goals.

“Overall our kids just played good
hockey,” Homick summed up.

Adam finished with a hat-trick and an
assist, Smith a goal and an assist, Bal-
comb and Biloski a goal apiece, and
Smith, Thomson and Whatley one help-
er each.

The team got to carry the tourna-
ment’s namesake around the ice in cel-
ebration, each player receiving a repre-
sentative pin made of sterling silver, as
well as a team banner in recognition of

their achievement, and official mention
in Hockey Hall of Fame records.

“They were pretty fired up,” said
Homick, again, almost as much as the
coaching staff. “I think we get more
worked up than the kids do,” he laughed.

The Ward Automotive Ulls closed out
their regular season undefeated, a 23-0-
1 record including a tie against Strath-
roy in their second-last game. Their
‘road to the red hats’ (OMHA A tour-
nament April 14-16 in Whitby) will pass
through a Shamrock League two-pool
round-robin qualifier. South Oxford is
in an eight-game home-and-home series
with the fourth, fifth, eighth and ninth-
place teams, while second, third, sixth
and seventh will play a corresponding
six-game set. The top two teams from
these pools play best-of-three semis,
with the two winners advancing to a
best-of-three league final for the single
OMHA berth.

“You have to run the gauntlet,” a cau-
tiously-optimistic Homick concluded.
“Hopefully our kids are up to it.”

“We’re young,” he added, of Grade 9 stu-
dent-athletes who make up half the team.
“We’re looking to build off this year and
keep going in the future.”

‘A good mindset’ has been important says
David, who has enjoyed her high school
hockey season.

Some girls are less experienced added
Vandendriessche, also pleased with the op-
portunity for all to build experience and
have fun together.

“We celebrate every game,” she said.
“Stay positive.”

The Gemini closed out TVRA South East
regular season play with a 1-5-1 record in-
cluding a 2-2 tie against Ingersoll DCI and
a 4-1 win over Woodstock Huron Park. Till-
sonburg began Pool B round-robin semi-fi-
nals against Ingersoll Thursday, Feb. 13,
with additional games scheduled for Tues-
day, Feb. 18 and Thursday, Feb. 20. The
best-of-three winner will face the winner of

a corresponding Aylmer East Elgin versus
Huron Park semi-final series in the B Final.

TVRA South East Boys’ Hockey

Regular Season Friday, Jan. 10
Gemini 6, Huron Park 1

Wednesday, Feb. 12 Quarter-Final
Gemini 5, East Elgin 0

Thursday, February 20th Semi-Final
TBA at Gemini, Memorial Arena, 12 noon.

TVRA South East Senior Boys’ Basket-
ball

Friday, Febr. 7 AA Quarter-Final
Parkside 59, Gemini 39

Thursday, Jan. 16
St. Thomas Parkside 60, Gemini 41

TVRA South East Junior Boys’ Basket-
ball

Tuesday, Feb. 11 AA Quarter-Final
Woodstock St. Mary’s 60, Gemini 49

Thursday, Jan. 16
Parkside 54, Gemini 46

TVRA South East Senior Girls’ Volley-
ball

Wednesday, Feb. 12 AA Semi-Final
Parkside 25, 26, 25, 25; Gemini 16, 28, 6, 9

Monday, Feb. 10 A4 Quarter-Final
Gemini 25, 25, 26, 25; Huron Park 20, 15,
28,15

Thursday, Jan. 16
Parkside 25, 25, 25; Gemini 11, 21, 15

TVRA South East Junior Girls Volley-
ball

Monday, Feb. 10 AA Quarter-Final
Lord Dorchester 25, 25, 23, 25; Gemini 11,
15,25, 12

Thursday, Jan. 16
Parkside 25, 25, 25; Gemini 2, 18, 22

suuey

(JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)

Gemini goalie Asha David (right) makes the initial save on Woodstock CI’'s Emma Holm.



February 20, 2025

Tillsonburg Post

Tillsonburg Thunder

playoffs start next week

OPTION PLUS
VITAMIN B12
1000MG

100 TABS

COWARD _
RzPharmaChoice

OPTION PLUS
BRONCHOPHAN
COUGH SYRUP

Part of Tillsonburg's Independent Spirit Since 1874

OPTION PLUS
ASA 81MG
ENTERIC COATED

365 TABS $ 1 299

OPTION PLUS
ACETAMINOPHEN

$ 549

OPTION PLUS
DIARRHEA RELIEF

$799

LINDT GOLD
BUNNY

: {,J(:-,,JHJM |

£

VARIOUS $ 1 799

SIZES

100 TABS 24 CAPS 100G
RUSSELL DEPENDS
STOVERS NSA INCONTINENCE QTIPS
CHOCOLATES

$ 549

400 PACK

SUNLIGHT
RINSE AID

_;..,h - \
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R
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1000ML

GAIN FLINGS
LAUNDRY
DETERGENT

SAVE. EVERYDAY. COWARD!

565 BROADWAY STREET, TILLSONBURG

519-842-4081

FREE DELIVERY WITH PRESCIPTION
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 9 - 9, SATURDAY 9 - 5:30, SUNDAY NOON - 4

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

Nicolas D’Agostino hit the mesh on this goal to pull the Thunder in front of the Stratford Fight-
ing Irish in a game on Feb. 8. The Thunder are now tied for third with Stratford and Petrolia with
a to-be-scheduled game against Stratford this week. Playoffs start this weekend.

MICHAEL HOLLY

Post Contibutor

The WOSHL playoffs start next week-
end. However, Mother Nature has
thrown a twist in the playoffs. Read to
the end of this article to get the entire
low-down.

The Thunder have started playing
playoff hockey last weekend against our
nemesis the Stratford Fighting Irish.
Stratford came into the game beating
the Thunder for the last 10 games over
the last couple of seasons. The Thunder
were looking to end that streak.

The Irish jumped out to an early 2-0
score. However, the Thunder rallied
late in the period with goals from Bra-
den Roberts from Brendan Barletta,
and Brandon Couto from Tucker Firth
and Sheldon Thomson. The Thunder
took over the second period in a feisty
20 minutes with four Irish penalties
and five Thunder penalties. A scrap
between Cory Mallet and Colin Martin
highlighted the affair. Goals were scored
by Nicolas D'Agostrino from Couto and
Thomson, and Kyle Brezinski from
D'Agostino and Couto. The third period
had each team score two to give Tillson-
burg the 6-4 win. Thunder goals were
by Thomson from D'Agostino, and Cou-
to from Thomson and Barletta. Matt
Sagrott got the win, stopping 27 of 31
shots. Both Couto and Thomson had ex-
cellent four-point nights.

In the scoring race, Thomson is tied
with James McEwan from the Alvin-

ston Killer bees for the top spot with 49
points. The Bees have completed their
schedule while the Thunder have one
game remaining. Even an assist will
give Sheldon the crown. No Thunder
player has ever won this title.

The winter storm last weekend caused
major game scheduling issues. As you
may know, it was cancelled in Stratford
as the roads were simply too danger-
ous. As of this writing, it has not been
re-scheduled due to the Family Day hol-
iday. It must be played before Friday as
that is when playoffs start. Please follow
the Thunder Facebook page for details.
The game will be posted as soon as the
Thunder gets the date.

As for who we play... who knows. It
all depends on the Stratford game. The
Alvinston Killer Bees have locked up
first (41 points) and will play the Dunn-
ville Aeros (19 points). The Elora Rocks
(31 points) will play the Strathroy Jets
(21 points). This is where it gets messy.
Tillsonburg, Stratford, and Petrolia all
have 27 points. If the Thunder win ei-
ther in regulation or overtime, the Thun-
der take third and will play the Tilbury
Bluebirds (22 points). If Stratford wins
in regulation, they will take third and
play Tilbury, Petrolia gets fourth and
Tillsonburg fifth. The Thunder will play
the Squires without home ice advantage.
If Stratford wins in overtime, Stratford
gets Tilbury and the Thunder gets Petro-
lia with home ice advantage.

Got all that? You gotta love playoffs!!

Let's go Thunder

tillsonburgpost.com
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CLUB OXFORD HOCKEY

Playoff battles are heating up in Club Oxford

JEFF GWYN

Post Contributor

Playoff battles are heat-
ing up in Club Oxford
hockey. In B Division, sec-
ond to sixth place teams
are only separated by four
points and A Division has
a battle for first.

Feb. 2

Distinct 5, ReMax 4
Distinct was able to an-
swer back to ReMax in the
first period and then con-
trolled the flow in the sec-
ond. A solid effort led to
the win in the end. ReMax
looked to keep their pres-
sure up all game, match-
ing Distinct on the score-
sheet throughout. They
pressured at the end, but
couldn't get any bounces
to go their way.

Brian Velthove had four
points for Distinct. Ryan
Dayman had two goals for
ReMax.

Fody's 6, Agrospray 2
Fody's was able to roll
lines all night, which led to
some new linemates, but
an offensive result. Every
rush seemed dangerous in
this one. Agrospray had a
tough time matching the
Fody's speed. They also
couldn't get much going as
Fody's Tommy Lee didn't
let a lot of faceoffs happen
by playing the puck quick-
ly back out.

Shane Balcomb had four
points for Fody's. Kelsey
and Brady VanYmeren had
a goal each for Agrospray.

RND 2, Precision 2
RND had a strong game at

both ends. They were able
to get some nice break-
outs and chances. They
couldn't handle a late push
by Precison, but earned
the point. Precision has
one loss since Christmas
and fight for every point.
They had chances early in
the game, but really pres-
sured the last two minutes
for the tie.

Justin Rowles and Ca-
leb Waycott had goals for
RND. Matthew Sullivan
had two points for Preci-
sion.

Royal LePage 4, Airmount
2

Royal LePage found some
needed scoring. They used
the whole ice to get chang-
es and it paid off in this
one. Airmount looked to
be chasing the game early,
but were able to get some
chances in the second. No
puck luck in this one kept
them from getting close.
Colby Jansen had 3 points
for Royal LePage. Chad
Homick and Tyson Simp-
son had goals for Air-
mount.

Carquest 5, B-Line 1
Carquest had their top line
working in this one. Every
shift was dangerous and
their passes were on the
money all night. B-Line
was a bit frustrated at the
break, but couldn't use
that energy in the second.
A tough loss when they
couldn't get second chanc-
es.

Brad Henderson had a hat
trick for Carquest. Dmitri
Carvalho had a goal for
B-Line.

Glass 3, Source 3

Glass was so close to an-
other win, but late penal-
ties couldn't be killed off.
Still a strong performance
in a close game. Source
was able to find some
pressure late and worked
their two-man advantage
correctly with the goalie
pulled to secure an im-
portant point.

Jeff Prouse had two goals
for Glass. Mitch Wass and
Nate Bisschop had two
points each for Source.

Feb. 5

Agrospray 5, ReMax 2
Agrospray came out strong
in this one, led by a four-
goal performance by Tra-
vis Horvath. Agrospray
was able to keep ReMax
from getting much mo-
mentum in this one. Re-
Max seemed to have trou-
ble stopping Agrospray
rushes. They also couldn't
get second chances of
their own which made for
a tough night.

Travis Horvath had four
goals and an assist for
Agrospray. Landon Thib-
ert and Ryan Dayman had
goals for ReMax.

Fody's 10, Distinct 4

Fody's dominated this
game. They seemed dan-
gerous every shift and
had all lines going. They
definitely took Distinct
out of the game early. Dis-
tinct was caught off guard
by Fody's fast start. They
did slow them down a bit
as the game went on, but
it was tough. Distinct did
make it kind of close at

one point, but couldn't
keep that pressure up.

Devin Homick had a hat
trick and Shane Balcomb
had four points for Fody's.
Evan DeRouck and Der-
rick Sweazey had two as-
sists each for Distinct.

Source 2, Airmount 2
Source looked to be in
control of this one. They
had some great breakouts
and good chances in close.
Airmount was able to get
some pressure in the sec-
ond half of the game and
led them to some chanc-
es in close. A solid game
by both teams to earn the
point.

Darryl Wilson and Mike
Hedberg had goals for
Source. Dustin McElhin-
ney and Greg Onaitis had
goals for Airmount.

Feb. 12

B-Line 5, RND 3

B-Line played a very
solid game. They found
their offence and didn't let
RND get much going af-
ter their initial push. RND
looked to be in control, but
seemed a step behind as
B-Line found momentum.
Pulling the goalie early
gave them a chance late.
Stephan Coulombe and
John Rachar had three-
point nights for B-Line.
Jason Beard and Peter
Burgon had two points
each for RND.

Precision 2, Source 2

Precision finds a way to
get a point again. They
didn't have a great mid-
dle of the game, but they
played to the end to earn
a point. Source looked to
have momentum as the

game went on, but a tough
Precision team stifled the
offence late and broke up
some scoring chances.
Devon MacDonald and
Christian Devlin had goals
for Precision. Nate Bis-
schop had two goals for
Source.

Glass 7, Royal LePage 0
Glass spread out the scor-
ing in this lopsided victo-
ry. They seemed to have
a rush every shift and just
as many scoring chanc-
es. Royal LePage chased
the game all night as they
couldn't match the Glass
speed. Their own chances
were limited as Glass kept
them away from the front
of the net.

Brian Beaumont and Ste-
phen Schafer had two
goals and an assist each
for Glass.

CLUB OXFORD A DIVISION GP W L T PTS
DISTINCT EXTERIORS 23 12 8 3 27
FODY’S AUTOMOTIVE 23 10 7 6 26
REMAX REALTY 23 9 11 3 21
AGROSPRAY 23 6 11 6 18

CLUB OXFORD B DIVISION GP w L T PTS |
TILLSONBURG GLASS 24 21 1 2 44 |
CALIBRATED PRECISION 24 9 8 7 25
CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 24 9 9 6 24
RND CONSTRUCTION 24 9 9 6 24
SOURCE FOR SPORTS 23 11 11 1 23
ROYAL LEPAGE REALTY 24 8 11 5 21
AIRMOUNT FARMS 23 6 13 4 16
B-LINE TRUCKING 24 6 17 1 13

Development options under consideration
for Layton Property in Mount Elgin

DEBBIE KASMAN
Tillsonburg Post Correspondent

The Housing Opportunities
Committee of South-West
Oxford Township met with
Kirby Heckford and Dominic
Bradley of Tillsonburg Devel-
opments and Daniel Segal of
Segal Construction in Febru-
ary to discuss affordable hous-
ing solutions on the Layton
Property west of Highway 19
in Mount Elgin.

Two development options
are under consideration: a
townhouse concept with five
two-story buildings of five
units each and a tiny home
community of less than 650
square feet per home.

Ownership is preferred by
the township rather than rent-
als. The township also wants
to see small footprint residen-
tial development.

The township and county
are supportive in-principle

of developing an alternative
zoning framework for small
footprint development on the
property.

If the unit/home sale price is
under $406,000, the developer
may enter into an agreement
with Oxford County to ex-
empt development charges if
it remains affordable for a 25-
year period.

It is not yet known if there is
capacity for this development
in the current wastewater sys-

tem.

Any proposals will require
a zoning amendment, along
with public notice and circula-
tion, prior to any public meet-
ing before Council.

A discussion also took
place regarding the growth in
Mount Elgin. It was noted that
the Ministry of Transportation
of Ontario (MTO) does not
want direct access onto High-
way 19, which is challenging
for commercial businesses.

We want to hear from

our community!
info@tillsonburgpost.com

* Mortgages

* Reverse
mortgages

* Debt consolidation

» Construction

financing

* Alternative lending

* Private financing

DAVID SIMMONDS

MBA CPA CGA
Mortgage Agent Level 2

Brokerage License 12728

|9 Ridout Street East
Tillsonburg ON N4G 2C6
519-403-5020

david@davidsimmonds.ca M
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Senior’'s Health &
Wellness Fair 2025

CALL 519-688-2520 FOR
MORE INFORMATION

WHEN: Wednesday, March 5, 9:30 am - 2:30 pm

WHERE: Tillsonburg Senior Centre, 45 Hardy
Avenue, Tillsonburg

WHAT: Free admission, educational seminars,
information booths, free healthy snacks and
refreshments courtesy of Lifetimes Living Inc.
(Tillsonburg Retirement, Park Place Retirement and
Oxford Manor) and Sobeys Tillsonburg, free blood
pressure and hearing screening, draw prizes, give-
aways and unique interactive opportunities!

WHO: Open to all seniors and those who want to
learn about healthy, active living

Hosted by the Tillsonburg Senior Centre
in partnership with the Older Adult Centres
Association of Ontario and funding support

from the Government of Ontario.

Wt T IFETIME
JSobeysde Y LIFETIMES

Funding provided by:
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Scotch Doubles Bonspiel
held this weekend

NORA PETERS

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

This column [ wanted to get back to some of the club
history as I know from my 40-plus years as a member.
The TCC has been an active part of the community for
70 years and like many clubs and organizations it has
experienced its ups and downs in membership and had
to change and update according to new trends and life-
styles.

When I first joined the club in °82 the league offerings
were different from what is available today. There were
three mixed nights — Sunday, Monday and two draws
on Friday. These nights were so popular, especially Fri-
day, that people were standing in line to sign up for the
next draw on the night the sign-in sheet went up - and
you couldn’t sign in someone else — no on-line sign-up
back then! Tuesday night was Business Ladies Night
plus there were two afternoon Ladies Leagues on Tues-
day and Thursday. Wednesday nights saw a competitive
multi-club draw with men’s teams from other clubs.
Thursday nights were always men’s league.

As times changed, we lost Sunday mixed curling but
added a Junior Rockers program in the afternoon which
helped our high school curling teams field some very
successful teams in both boys and girls divisions over
the next 20 years. The club also had a team win their
zones in the junior mixed and go on to compete at the
provincials.

In the mid-90s, Walt Kleer and Les Peter organized
a Wednesday night "choose your own league" to attract
more members and generate new revenue for the club.
They approached businesses, factories, companies,
stores, clubs to form teams and enter the league. The
concept had teams of four to eight curlers who played
as a team and could rotate in and play whatever position
they chose — a social league which allowed team play-
ers who worked shift work or needed to miss a game
to always have four players available. This recreational
league started out with two draws and eventually built
to 28 teams in its heyday.

Again, as times changed the mixed leagues were
dwindling until around 2005 there was no longer a
mixed night but rec league was playing two nights add-
ing Fridays. During this period, our ladies evening and
afternoon draws struggled with declining membership.
At the same time, the senior men’s morning league
which ran Monday, Wednesday and Friday came into
being- with the Hickory Hills and other senior commu-
nities building in the area it answered a need in town for
recreational sport for seniors. In 2014, Wendy and Bill
Young revived the mixed league running on Monday
night which also seemed to answer a need and the club
was looking more vibrant with the strong rec league,
men’s, senior men’s, and mixed all running full draws.
The ladies were down to just one afternoon and a small
draw on Tuesday.

Then COVID hit and dealt a severe blow to our club
when many members did not return to the ice after re-
strictions were eased and clubs were open again- our
membership had a lot of seniors and two seasons away
from the rink made a difference. Once again, the club
had to make changes and this time our current presi-

dent Diane Kleer introduced the game of triples to the
club. Different than the traditional game, triples is faster
moving, offers more variety for the curlers and it seems
to be a hit bringing new curlers and interest to the game.

The club has a Special Olympics section who suc-
cessfully brought a provincial banner to the club and
a growing youth curling program. These new leagues
plus the strong men’s, senior men’s, mixed and the CYO
(Rec) leagues have revitalized the club and we're work-
ing hard to build our membership and grow interest in
the game.

During COVID shutdown Past-President Ken Patter-
son was busy updating club trophies and plaques and
looking through old newspapers and library records of
past curling events and he came up with an interesting
account from the "Tilsonburg Observer February 19,
1897” which suggests that curling interest has been
around in TBurg well before 1954!!

Here is the direct quote:

With the Jolly Curlers of Ingersoll

About 12:30 on Tuesday, two rinks of the Tillsonburg
Curling Club started for Ingersoll to enjoy a friendly
game with the curlers in that town. On arrival about 3
o’clock the roarin’ game was started and playing kept up
until six o’clock when the Ingersollites invited the south-
erners to tea. At the table they distinguished themselves
with credit to our town, the Chief of Police in particular,
even if unable to do so on the ice. After tea, playing
was again indulged until nearly midnight. The party re-
turned home in the wee small hours feeling a little tired
but speaking volumes for the hospitality of the Ingersoll
curlers and anxiously awaiting the opportunity to return
the compliment which will be at no distant date. The
home team played a fair game but owing to not having
sufficient practice were out played. One of the curlers on
being asked by The Observer for the score said it was
burned up. Today, Friday, they go to Simcoe to practice
with curlers in that town”. There was a list of the names
of the teams, the two skips were Rev. EW. Hughes and
F. Biettie. Ken was unable to find a follow up article that
told of the rematch but obviously there were curlers here
128 years ago!!

This past weekend the second annual Scotch Doubles
Bonspiel was held with 36 teams participating. There
were three levels of play, competitive, intermediate and
recreational. The opening ceremonies featured the tra-
ditional bagpiper led march of curlers onto the ice fol-
lowed by the traditional Scotch toast to curling shared
by the piper and club member Walt Kleer. Town of Till-
sonburg Councilor Chris Parker welcomed the curlers,
and sponsor Tom Klavdianos delivered the ceremonial
first rock.

It was a great fun packed weekend with lots of friend-
ly rivalries being settled. Thanks go out to event spon-
sors Grassmere Construction and the Queen’s Café
and our local Tim Horton’s. Thanks also to the Aylmer
Curling Club for hosting several draws and to all the
club volunteers working in the kitchen and behind the
scenes.

Lastly updating what is happening with Team King-
the team played at the Tankard, but did not qualify for
playoffs this year. They have one more event in Saskatch-
ewan to try and earn the points needed to qualify for the
Olympic trials. Jayden King and his partner Grace Shurr
reached the semi-finals in the Ontario Mixed Doubles
Curling Championship undefeated but lost the semi-fi-
nal to the eventual winners. Owen Henry skipped the
Brock University team to a bronze medal and advances
to the Canadian University Championships in Leth-
bridge. Jayden King was one of two Curling Canada
Scholars honored by Curling Canada in Black History
Month for their impact both on and off the ice.

February is an exciting, busy curling month for our
club! Curling rocks!



Tillsonburg Post

February 20, 2025

S/wg

Local

P TILLSONBURG & AREA

—
EXPERIENCE SMALL TOWN
PERSONAL SERVICE
THAT'S SECOND TO NONE!
———

j.d. lighting a one-stop home
decorating source

j.d. lighting is a one-stop source for
everything lighting, plus home décor,
furniture and more.

The store, located at 216 Tillson
Ave., is operated by the mother and
daughter team of Deb and Lydia Byl.
This year, they hope to celebrate their
18th year of business. The company
was started in 2007 on Spruce Street.
Deb and her husband John started the
business with their son John and his
wife Jessica.

They were looking for a larger
space when the building on Tillson
Ave. became available.

“We were running out of space,”
Deb recalled. “There was a real es-
tate customer who connected us with
the sellers of this building.”

Further investigation showed the
building had high ceilings and lots
of wall plugs for electricity — both of
which are needed for a lighting store.

“It was a good location for us,”
Lydia said.

“It was perfect, and providential.”

1

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Deb added.

After John and Jessica made a de-
cision to move away from the area to
follow other interests in 2018, Lyd-
ia was developing an interest in the
family business and came to work
full time in the showroom.

“One sibling out, one sibling in,”
she joked.

j.d. lighting is the only store in
town that specializes in lighting.

When asked what sets j.d.lighting
apart from their competition, Lydia
listed off customer service, quality of
products and selection.

“The biggest one would be selec-
tion. We have 22 different lighting
brands from across North America at
different price points, qualities and
styles.”

Explaining the difference in quali-
ty between their products and a line
of lesser quality, Lydia said superior
finishes, quality of materials, manu-
facturing, current styles and design
are all factors.

j.d.lighting has a close eye on cur-
rent trends and styles and are con-
stantly updating their showroom to
display the lighting that everyone is
looking for. They offer customers
more selection than what is available
to them at large chains.

About six years ago, a move was
made to also carry home décor acces-
sories. While it started as an interest
in making the lighting displays more
visually interesting, a decision was
made to see if there was interest from
customers in purchasing home décor.

“Over the last couple of years, it’s
taken off,” Deb said. “People initially
come in for lighting and come back to
decorate the rest of their space.”

Today, additional home décor in-
cludes couches, tables, tables tops,

AN ACCESSIBLE PINBALL PARLOUR
Til Isonbure

1e2-1 Tillson Avenue,
219-544-1739

skil Ishotpinbal

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
bedding, textiles, vases, décor, bath-
room accessories, mirrors, rugs and
runners, vases and baskets and much

more.

The store’s visual merchandiser
Lindee VanSevenant does the buying
and arranging of the accessories in
the store.

“She makes the store look beauti-
ful,” Lydia said.

“She does an amazing job,” Deb
added.

The one thing that has set j.d.light-
ing apart for 18 years of business is
their customer service. They have a
team of excellent salespeople that can
assist in choosing lighting and décor
for any scale of project

“Lighting selection is a pretty
daunting process,” Lydia said. “For
some people, it can be overwhelm-
ing. That’s why we offer in-home or
showroom consultations to walk cli-
ents through the process of selecting
the final finishes for their home.”

From lighting to décor and furni-
ture, j.d.lighting is a local gem for
home renovators, decorators, and
lovers of interior design.

|.ca

183 Tillson Ave,,_

NU-decor

Transforming Lives through the Power of Colour and Design ™

Tillsonburg =

25% off for .~
members™

.d.lighting

Your local lighting & decor store!

Visit
www.jdlighting.ca
216 Tillson Ave, Tillsonburg
Family-owned & operated since 2007
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WINDOWS = DOORS = GLASS

Commercial & Residential Windows ® Doots ® Glass
213 Tillson Ave, Tillsonburg
519-842-5932 » tillsonburgglass.ca

EnviroHaul

U Experts in Waste Management
519-544-4285 » envirohaul.ca
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ﬁ"om dumpster b'ﬂﬁs
> to flat bed deliveries.
We have the solution for you.

Give us a call to start
the process on any of your
2025 projects
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thtle Canada - a miniature Canadian miracle

OH,
THE
4 PLACES

WE’LL
GO!

PAUL KNOWLES

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

This is my 200th consecutive weekly trav-
el feature in the Grant Haven newspapers.
It’s also appearing near Valentine’s Day, so
it seems appropriate that, in this milestone
week, I am featuring a love story about a
place I treasure — our own Canada.

But this is not my love story; it’s the story
of Jean-Louis Brenninkmeijer and his la-
bour of love: a visitor attraction in Toronto
called “Little Canada.”

It’s not hyperbole to say I was blown
away by this amazing destination. To of-
fer a description that does not do justice to
the wonder, Little Canada is a collection of
miniaturized highlights of our country. You
stroll past small versions of Niagara Falls,
Québec City, Halifax, Victoria, St. John’s,
Ottawa and more. All of these destinations
are full of accurately replicated buildings
and geographic features, as well as moving
vehicles, trains and animals. Oh, and there
are people, too — about 40,000 of them. All
but one of these elements are faithfully re-
produced at a 1:87 scale (model-train lovers
will know that as HO). The exception is the
CN Tower, still too big at that scale, so it’s
actually scaled at 1:160.

In human terms, that means the miniatur-
ized people are about three-quarters of an
inch tall.

The entire facility, located at 10 Dundas
St. E in downtown Toronto, covers 45,000
square feet including storage area and space
marked for expansion as even more of Cana-
da is miniaturized and put on display. Little
Canada is open 364 days a year. In 2024, the

attraction welcomed 130,000 visitors.

The founder and “chief visionary officer”
of Little Canada, Brenninkmeijer, came to
Canada from The Netherlands in 1999, plan-
ning to stay for two years to gain business
expertise he could carry back to his family
business in Europe.

As we stood surrounded by miniaturized
Toronto, he explained that when he and his
family arrived in this country, “We knew
nothing about Canada.” But when his four
sons were assigned projects in Grade 4
about Canada, Brenninkmeijer and his wife
got involved with the assignments.

His growing interest in the country
meshed with his interest in model trains
and his fond memories of visiting European
attractions like “The Netherlands in Minia-
ture.”

The plan to return to The Netherlands was
scuttled. Brenninkmeijer had found his pas-
sion. In 2011, warehouse space was found in
Mississauga, business partners were recruit-
ed and a team was assembled to start pro-
ducing miniaturized versions of Canadian
communities.

It took 10 years for Brenninkmeijer’s vi-
sion to be opened to the public in its down-
town Toronto location; that happened in
2021. Today, visitors — officially dubbed
Giants — can spend time in seven regions:
Little Niagara, Little Toronto, Little Golden
Horseshoe, Little Ottawa, Petit Québec, Lit-
tle East Coast and Little West Coast (opened
in 2024). You will want to spend a few hours
here; the details are amazing and guests are
captivated by individual features including
300 moving vehicles, 22 trains running at
any one time, pecking chickens, flopping
fish and rolling fog.

Just when you think you have seen ev-
erything a particular site has to offer, the
sun sets and everything changes. The day-
to-night cycle lasts 15 minutes. On Parlia-
ment Hill, sunset sets the stage for the pop-
ular light show, projected on the Parliament
buildings, the same show that is displayed in
Ottawa in the evening.

Later this year, a new region will open
— Canada’s North. Brenninkmeijer told me

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTOS)

Little Canada founder and chief visionary officer Jean-Louis Brenninkmeijer, a "giant" be-

side Little Canada's Rogers Centre.

this section of Little Canada was developed
through full collaboration with an Indige-
nous consulting firm “to help us curate the
right stories.”

And there is still more to come, says the
founder. Little Canada will eventually in-
clude The Prairies, Montreal and the Rocky
Mountains. And when all of these regions
are represented, “I would like to do an air-
port at the end,” he said.

All of this raises the question, “Why?”
Why take on such a demanding challenge?
Brenninkmeijer explains that the funda-
mental goal is “to introduce people to Can-
ada.” These people include Canadians who
may never have the chance to see the coun-
try from coast to coast to coast. They also
include newcomers to Canada; and as an
immigrant himself, Brenninkmeijer takes
great pleasure in welcoming newcomers to
this unique introduction to the vast country
that is now his family’s home. He is in the
process of creating a non-profit organization
that will help to fund visits to Little Canada

for newcomers and school groups. A stan-
dard visit to Little Canada costs $36 for an
adult, with discounts for students, seniors
and children.

A tour of the attraction allows an up-close
view of the craftspeople creating Little Can-
ada. To date, over 400,000 hours of work
have gone into the project; each region takes
18 months to produce.

Visitors also can experience the “Littliza-
tion Station” where — for a fee —a 28-camera
unit captures your image, resulting in a min-
iaturized you! Visitors can take home a tiny
figure of themselves or they can have them-
selves included in the Little Canada display.
About 7,000 figures are replicas of visitors.
No, wait. Since my visit, 7,001. Look for a
tiny, bearded travel writer hanging out at the
Yellow Belly pub in St. John’s N.L.!

Paul Knowles is an author and travel writ-
er, and President of the Travel Media Asso-
ciation of Canada. To contact Paul about
travel, his books, or speaking engagements,
email pknowles@golden.net.

Downtown Niagara Falls; the famous Clifton Hill.

A miniature Québec City in amazing detail.
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()vermght ice cabins an experience - with fishing benefits

JEFF TRIBE

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

Ask not for whom the bell tolls.

Just get there before the fish is gone.

“Tristan!” 1 hissed as the pole nearest
his bunk jangled connection 30 feet below.
“Go!”

Lake Nipissing holds a year-round fishery
popular as an ice-fishing destination. Intro-
duced during our son’s five-year educational
sojourn in North Bay, we joined those cel-
ebrating rather than suffering through ex-
tended winter months.

Anglers venture offshore from regions
including North and Calendar Bays and
along Nipissing’s south shore from Jan. 1st
to March 15. Some hike out pulling sleds
with pop-up tents and small heaters, others
drive ATVs, snow machines and road-legal
vehicles to homemade huts of every descrip-
tion. There’s also a wide selection of day and
overnight rental hut or cabin outfitters pro-
viding recreational opportunity for locals
and visitors alike.

Amy Craft of Craft’s Ice Cabins (249-591-
4887, or via their Facebook page) official-
ly joined the latter in January 2024. She,
husband Harvey Hughes and Amy’s step-
son Jesse Hughes - her ‘main man’ - were
involved in the industry years prior to pur-
chasing the Bear Creek Cottages ice-fishing
operation from Terra and Shawn Degagne.
The newly-branded Craft’s Ice Cabins con-
tinues from the Bear Creek property as a
co-operative family enterprise with ad-
ditional employees. In broad terms, Amy
oversees bookings and the business side,
Harvey sources lifelong knowledge of the
lake in constantly moving cabins to keep
clients on fish, and Jesse takes point on day-
to-day operations.

A lot of work goes in that people may not
see says Amy, whose goal is for clients to be

comfortable, on fish and have a great expe-
rience. Thelr customers include families and
experienced anglers, but are mostly people
seeking a peaceful getaway in a beautiful
location.

“And if they catch fish, it’s a bonus.”

Nipissing holds a mixed bag, pickerel
topping the list for many, however also fea-
turing pike, muskie, bass, lake herring and
growing perch potential. Tactically, Jesse
prefers to let live minnows suspended off
the bottom do the work.

“I dead-stick (stationary presentation) ev-
erything and every once in a while give it a
couple jigs."

Freshwater ling or burbot have compar-
atively recently gained a higher profile in
Nipissing. Historically, people considered
these fish resembling a large - some very
large - smooth-bodied mud puppy a ‘trash’
species. That is until anglers noticed one
person gathering up discards, and discov-
ered flavour akin to lobster.

Jesse suspends bait six inches above bot-
tom, out of the reach of mud puppies when
targeting the nocturnal feeders, warning of
a tendency to spin when hooked, tangling
lines around them, and curling up at the
hole.

“You don’t know how to get them out be-
cause they’re slippery and don’t have scales.”

Smaller burbot fillets are lightly floured,
fried with salt and pepper and dipped in
butter. Those from fish over five pounds
are poached in salt water and then dipped
in butter, or alternatively, poached, battered
and fried like any other fish.

“It’s turned into a big thing,” said Jesse.

Our crew was a similarly mixed bag:
accomplished angler and nephew Bryan
Sweazey, unbridled enthusiasm and hope for
‘at least three fish’ in grandsons Sebastian
and Tristan, and someone intrigued by the
overnight cabin concept.

The thought of extending Nipissing’s night
bite as late as one chose, hitting the morning
bite as early as one wished had always been
attractive. Doing so within family-friend-
ly heated creature comfort complete with
cooking and restroom facilities, without the
hassle of dragging, setting up and breaking
down gear a mile or two onto the ice and
returning in the coldest of cold, sounded like
next-level.

And so it would prove. Howie shuttled

(JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)
From left, Amy Craft and her ‘main man’ Jesse Hughes of Craft’s Ice Cabins.

(JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)

Anglers including, from left, Sebastian and Tristan, come to Lake Nipissing in search of
pickerel, but may also catch pike, muskie, lake herring and burbot and perch like this one.

us a trio of kilometres or so out onto 24
inches of frozen Nipissing surface inside
an enclosed trailer, depositing us at Cabin
12 around 1 p.m. It featured inside fishing
holes with covers for when they weren’t in
use, six sleeping bunks (Craft’s also has
eight-person overnight cabins, slightly
roomier and more modern), a propane stove,
battery-powered electric lights, table, chairs
and our own ‘ensuite.” Jesse dropped by, in-
troducing himself, freshening and drilling
holes for those who wished to try their luck
outside the cabin.

Getting lines in the water we lunched,
opened with a jumbo perch and from 3 p.m.
onward, enjoyed steady action in gentle
waves. Tristan latched onto Uncle Bryan’s
electronics, the two of them working the
cabin’s interior holes while I happily fol-
lowed Sebastian outside - space to warm
up rather than simply thaw out a few steps
away. As darkness descended, we joined
ranks in the cabin, a pair of tip-ups with
warning bells attached to the poles a popular
and productive diversion well past a young
person’s civilized bedtime.

“If you want a good night’s sleep, youd
better reel up your lines and take your bells
off,” Amy smiled.

As the temperature dropped to minus 20,
wind howling, Sebastian complained about

being too hot in his upper bunk. Mother
Nature hadn’t offered up a classic Nipiss-
ing sunset, but North Bay’s lights provided
a nostalgic tour down memory lane. Wind
subsiding, a nearly-full orange moon de-
scending in the north-west as the eastern
horizon crimsoned announced a productive
morning bite.

We had come for an experience and got
every bit of that. We caught some, missed
some, lost some, notably Sebastian the big-
gest fish of the trip that morning right at
the hole. But we smashed through the boys’
pre-trip projection with a feisty pike, dou-
ble-digits of jumbo perch and over twice
that many pickerel.

Fully respecting Nipissing’s slot size, we
also enjoyed a delicious late-night fish fry,
the morning’s planned pancake fest post-
poned for the simple reason we were too
busy fishing to cook.

In the end, Billy or Betty burbot didn’t
show up. However, rather than a disappoint-
ment, clearly, clearly, that represents an
undeniable argument to return. Because in
closing, the kids had a ton of fun - and Se-
bastian and Tristan did too.

For a related video, search YouTube for
Lost Tribe Ice Cabin Adventure or cut and
paste the following link: https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=QdhSpf20kK4&t=6s

(JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)
Bryan Sweazey checks his electronics while jigging from the comfort of his bunk.
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This election, make your voice heard
on issues affecting healthy, active living
and aging in Ontario.

Key issues
Seniors Strategy

* Transform long-term care
with national standards

* Fight ageism through increased
awareness

* Help older adults living in poverty

Let your candidate know
what you expect from
your 2025 Ontario vote.

Explore our advocacy
resources and get inspired

at vibrantvoices.ca/provincial
Vibrant Voices is a community-based advocacy campaign by

RTOERO, a member organization of Canada’s education retirees.
This advertisement was authorized by RTOERO.
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make a difference
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Geriatric Healthcare

* Implement universal public
drug coverage

* Develop a concrete aging
in place plan

* Support geriatric training for

all new healthcare professionals
Environmental Stewardship
* Actively reduce CO, emissions

* Protect our freshwater
and drinking water

* Cut waste and improve
recycling initiatives
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LIVE MUSIC FROM THE OLD BARN DOORS, DELICIOUS PUB FOOD AND GREEN BEER!
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Rennalls educates public
on Black component of
Canadian history

JEFF TRIBE

Post Correspondent

It was a chilly, yet cheerfully bright and
sunny winter’s day at the African Meth-
odist Episcopal Cemetery, at Otterville’s
northern edge. In the distance, ringing
bells signalled the top of the hour, much
closer, a red-tailed hawk’s shrill cry an-
nounced its presence.

“It’s always such a peaceful place,”
mused Oxford County educator and free-
lance writer Heather Rennalls. “Even
though it’s a cemetery, it’s comforting and
peaceful.”

It takes a little imagination to envision
the site’s rich history, hidden in plain sight
as the saying goes. Today, a cairn and a
metallic sign over the gate stand as silent
and lonely sentinels paying respectful
homage to the burial place of over 140
Black pioneers - one of the few preserved
in Ontario - and the thriving, vibrant com-
munity that existed in the surrounding
area over 150 years ago.

In Rennalls’ mind’s eye she can see
and hear children laughing and playing,
hymns sung in the church that stood a
short distance away, related functions and
picnics hosted on the nearby lawn.

“People just living their lives like every-
one else.”

Area Black settlement began around
1829, encouraged by local Quakers whose
abolitionist views resulted from a broad-
based belief in equality, both in terms of
race and sex. The settlers’ composition
illustrates the nuanced complexity of Ca-
nadian history featuring Black persons.
Rather than the common misconception
all were freedom seekers escaping en-
slavement - a more common origin story
in Ingersoll, which was a terminus for The
Underground Railroad - many Black Ot-
terville-area residents were free property
owners from Maryland. Their emigration
was driven in part by repressive and po-

RE-ELECT

ERNIE
HARDEMAN

PC CANDIDATE FOR
OXFORD

ONTARIOPC

tentially dangerous fugitive slave laws
enacted in 1850 to appease slave-holding
states for Ohio’s admission to the union as
a free state, as well as ongoing racism in
various forms.

“They came to get a better life and to get
away from persecution,” said Rennalls.
“They had money and the means to buy
property.”

A South Norwich Historical Society
plaque states settlement numbers exceeded
100 within a few years. Population growth
led to a mostly-Black school north of Ot-
terville along Middletown Line servicing
the area, and in 1856, the purchase of a
half-acre lot and construction of a white-
frame church. Its congregation featured a
community of farmers, skilled tradesmen
and mill operators said Rennalls.

“They were contributing members of
society.”

Services and camp meetings were held
onsite through the turn of the century,
although Black population in the area de-
clined by the 1880s for a variety of rea-
sons. Many residents went back ‘home’
to the United States and their extended
families following the Union victory in
the U.S. Civil War and related abolition of
slavery. Others moved on to larger centres
seeking employment, still others stayed
on, their descendants living in the area to
this day.

Their story was published in Otterville
historian Joyce Pettigrew’s book ‘A Safe
Haven’, compilation of research she initi-
ated and led, subsequently supported by
others in the community including Gail
Lewis. Rennalls was intrigued upon her
1992 move to Woodstock to discover the
surrounding county’s ‘very, very rich his-
tory, included significant Black contribu-
tion.

Growing understanding ignit-
ed her passion for sharing that his-
tory, offsetting a general chronic
lack in formal Canadian education.

CONTINUED TO PAGE 25

® s48) 887-3554 oxford.ontariopc.ca
@ oxfordpccampaign@gmail.com

Authorized by the CFO of the Ernie Hardeman campaign.
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Rennalls educates public
on Black component of
Canadian history

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

A member of the Ontario Black History
Society and London Black Heritage Coun-
cil, Rennalls created a mobile presentation
featuring the Otterville settlement, Inger-
soll’s prominent position at the end of The
Underground Railroad, and abolitionist John
Brown’s visit to this area, during which he
reportedly stayed with the sympathetic Till-
son family in Tillsonburg. Brown was seek-
ing financial support and soldiers to support
his raid on the federal armoury at Harper’s
Ferry, West Virginia.

Initially successful, Brown’s goal of in-
stigating and arming an enslaved persons’
rebellion failed, however his subsequent
capture and hanging were seen as rallying
points for the abolitionist cause.

Rennalls hosts ‘Heather’s Historicals’, a
website summarizing her presentation as
well as hosting links to related organiza-
tions, events, employment opportunities

and contacts. She has been active in Black
History Month events (February, due says
Rennalls to the fact Frederick Douglas and
Abraham Lincoln have their birthdays in
that month) throughout Oxford County, in-
cluding flag-raising ceremonies and related
receptions. Rennalls was also present for a
lunch and learn session at the Norwich and
District Historical Society Museum Wednes-
day, Feb. 12 featuring legendary dancer Joey
Hollingsworth, who retains fond memories
of childhood summers spent at grandfather
Huskey Henderson’s Ingersoll residence.

Pleased to help in an education effort she
is passionate about, Rennalls does however
gently point out one misnomer.

“Black history is Canadian history,” she
concluded, pointing to diverse contributions
from people who have been in this country
for a very long time. “It’s 365 days of the
year, not just the 28 or 29 in February.”

(JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)
Oxford County educator and freelance writer Heather Rennalls, pictured at Otterville’s Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal Cemetery, is pleased to share significant elements of Canadian
history featuring Black persons, which she points out are not limited to a single month.

A

B.R.’s

1 Vance Drive, Tillsonburg

P: (519) 688-5999
F: (519) 688-5554

Hearinglife

Keep the
sounds you. .16
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Get started with a

30-Day FREE Trial

Experience the benefits of state-of-the-art solutions
tailored to fit your needs, preferences, and lifestyle.

Studies show: Hearing aid wearers are 3x more likely to be
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- Improved sound clarity.
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Learn more from a hearing professional near you.

Get started with a FREE hearing test.’

Proudly providing hearing healthcare to the
Tillsonburg community for over 10 years!
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You Should Know Better Comedy brings the

laughs to Tillsonburg Legion

BEN ANDRESS

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

Last Summer Dan
Brennan and Pete Van
Dyk brought their com-
edy show to the Tillson-
burg Legion with rave
reviews, and now the duo
of comedy veterans come
back to town this month
with a new feature come-
dian along for the ride.

UPCOMING SHOWS

FEB. 20 - OPEN MIC
NIGHT WITH BILLY
GIBBONS

Paddy's Underground
Free - 7:30p.m. (sign up
sheet available at 4pm)

FEB. 20 - JACK
REDMAN

The Copper Mug
FREE -8 p.m

FEB. 22 - THE ANTI-
QUEENS, JUNKO
DAYDREAM, LITTLE
GREEN MEN

Paddy's Underground
$20 — 8 p.m. - All Ages/
Licensed

“It's not your typical
night at the Legion. It
transforms into a comedy
club.” Hamilton, Ontario
comedian Dan Brennan
explained the dynamics
of bringing a comedy
show in a space like a
Royal Canadian Legion
branch. “At You Should
Know Better Comedy,
the goal is to bring big
city quality shows to
small towns across Can-
ada”

The Legion’s mission
statement notes that pro-
ceeds raised from events
hosted by the branch as-
sist to serve veterans, in-
cluding serving military
and RCMP members and
their families, to promote
remembrance, and to
serve our communities
and our country.

“We had such a good
time last summer and

FEB. 22 - YOU SHOULD
KNOW BETTER
COMEDY SHOW w/
DAN BRENNAN, TYLER
SHAZMA & PETE VAN
DYK

Royal Canadian Legion
Branch #153

$20 — 8 p.m.

FEB. 22 - FILTHY KITTY,

CRUSHED SKULLS
The Copper Mug
FREE - 8:30pm

FEB. 23 - MICHEAL
WARREN

The Copper Mug
FREE -5 p.m.

sold a lot of tickets,”
Brennan said. “We had to
come back.”

Brennan once again is
bringing local Pete Van
Dyk to host the evening.

Van Dyk is known for
his podcast The Dutch
Hall based out of Pine-
grove, which has nearly
400 published episodes
with over 100,000 down-
loads from all over the
globe. The show has been
featured on the Apple
Podcast Stand Up charts
in a number of different
countries on multiple oc-
casions.

This time around the
pair is joined by a Bur-
gessville  laugh-master
who is no stranger to
Tillsonburg. Tyler Shaz-
ma is known in town for
his notable sets at Forge
Fest 2018 and a 2016 slot
when he warmed up the

FEB. 27 - OPEN MIC
NIGHT WITH BILLY
GIBBONS

Paddy's Underground
Free - 7:30p.m. (sign up
sheet available at 4 p.m.)

FEB. 27 - ACE OF
SWORDS

The Copper Mug
FREE -8 p.m.

FEB. 28 -
FIREFIGHTERS
FUNDRAISER w/ ELLE
DECLARK, MCINTYRES
WISH, PADDY STONES
The Copper Mug

$35-7 p.m.

stage for television icon
Spencer Rice from the
Canadian comedy series
Kenny Vs. Spenny. Last
month Tyler performed
at The Copper Mug as a
part of the Damn Good
Comedy Show event
while riding the wave of
recently-recorded debut
comedy album. Shazma
recorded a set last Feb-
ruary at Levity Comedy
Club & Lounge in Ham-
ilton. Hamilton is a city
both Tyler and Dan have
in common.

While appreciat-
ing small-town Oxford
County, Brennan gives
recognition to his home-
town that helped shape
his craft.

“Hamilton is a great
place to start a come-
dy career. You don't get
to start at the clubs, you
have to start at open mics.

FEB. 28 - IAN BW,
MOORE AVE, DESTINED
FOR THE THRONE
Paddy's Underground

$10 — 8 p.m. - All Ages/
Licensed

MAR. 1 -'63 MONROE,
LIMITS OF APPORACH
Paddy's Underground
$10 — 8 p.m. - All Ages/
Licensed

MAR. 1 - FELICIA
MCMINN

The Copper Mug
FREE -8 p.m.

There are open mics ev-
ery night of the week and
always fresh faces try-
ing comedy,” Brennan
spoke of the town where
he started his career. “It's
got a great energy.”

When you’re a tour-
ing artist, location is
everything when decid-
ing where to call home.
Brennan also noted more
pros to living in a city
like Hamilton.

“Within about an hour
you can get to Toronto,
Niagara Falls and Lon-
don. It's a great location
as well.”

After the Tillsonburg
You Should Know Bet-
ter Comedy Show will
be bringing the laughs to
Brantford, before 2025
swings into full force
with gigs across South-
ern Ontario.

“The goal for 2025 is to

¢ Live Entertainment « Karaoke * NTN Trivia
¢ Fundraisers ¢ Birthdays * Anniversaries
* Meetings * & More

Fresh made foods, in house smoked meats and
lot of love, just like Mom used to make.

79 Broadway St, Tillsonburg

record a 45-minute album
and write a new 45-min-
ute act. With a little hard
work, I think both are
achievable,” Brennan
grinned as he shared his
plans for the new year.

Come enjoy the You
Should Know Better
Comedy Show on Sat-
urday, Feb. 22nd at The
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 153 located at
16 Durham Street with
your host Pete Van Dyk,
feature comedian Tyler
Shazma and headliner
Dan Brennan. The event
starts at 8 p.m. Tickets
for this event are $20 in
advance or $25 at the
door.

Anyone wanting more
details can visit www.
TillLegionComedy.
eventbrite.ca or Tillson-
burg Legion #153’s Face-
book page.

519-842-6227
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20 John Pound Road

Live Music - Comedy - Pub

Tillsonburg

MAR. 2 - NORTH OF 60
The Copper Mug
FREE -5 p.m.

DAILY DEALS

MONDAY

ALL ‘mu
CAN

Full' Rack BBO Ribs

zcm DINE
TUESDAYS

SWISS (HALET.
e

WEDNESDAYS
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definite styles
hair salon

39 brock street w,

Accounting * Bookkeeping
Corporate business tax *
Personal income tax

David Simmonds wgacracea

Chartered Professional Accountant

A 19 Ridout Street East, Tillsonburg ON N4G 2C6
bty
ervings,

tillsonburg
(519) 842-6336

hicken Dinners
(630 1450/Cals/Serving, serves 2) | @dla))

400 Simcoe St., Tlllsonburg

*Full details available in-store and online at swisschalet.com

definite

info@simmondscpa.ca
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FAMILY DAY

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTOS)

The Tillsonburg Community Centre was busy on Family Day with different activities from one end of the building to the other. Several hundred people went through during the day. Activi-
ties ranged from free public skating, a reptile zoo, dancing, to bouncy castles. There was also free popcorn and cotton candy. All activities were no charge, through sponsorship from Tim
Hortons, Service Master, Crestwood Landscaping, Thriver Dance Co., Shaw’s Ice Cream, Knights of Columbus, Oxford County Library and Loads of Laundry.

Aspyn, left, and Paisley pet the ball python that Cassidy Hill of Reptilia London had as part

& )

of their display. There were a variety of lizards, snakes and a turtle on display.

by 1
Opportunities abounded for youngsters who wanted their faces painted with several face
painting stations set up in the auditorium. Volunteer Kate Nesbitt, right, added a little colour
to the face of Leia Radev.

Magician Peter Mennie wowed young viewers with his magic
show that included card and rope tricks, during Family Day.

Volunteers needed for Coldest Night of the Year

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

Volunteers are still needed for the Cold-
est Night of the Year fundraiser to be held
on Feb. 22.

Kelly Gilson, executive director for
United Way Oxford, said help is needed
for route marshal positions. These are
people who will be outside along the route
during the event.

“Those are really the cheerleaders along
the route to cheer them on and to ensure
people are following the route,” she said.

Participants in the fundraising walk can
choose to either walk the two kilometre or
five-kilometre version of the route. Gilson
noted most pick the longer route, and said
the marshals also ensure everything is
okay with the participants.

“We want to ensure everyone is safe and
well along the route,” she said.

Most of the volunteers are returning
from last year, and are covering the inside
positions. Besides route marshals, help
may also be needed to direct parking. Gil-
son said outside volunteers will be facing
the elements for about 90 minutes.

“Those volunteering outside need to
dress warm and we provide to  ques,”
she said.

Coldest Night of the Year toques are a
hot commodity. Any participants raising
more than $150 will receive this year’s
toques. The design changes each year
and outdoor volunteers receive last year’s
toques.

Participants can still register, and dona-
tions are still being accepted, both through
the web site at www.cnoy.org

Proceeds from the event will fund Till-
sonburg Light House, a transitional house

in Tillsonburg. Up to seven people can
stay at Light House while putting their
lives back together. The program support-
ed 22 people last year, who were able to
get the support they needed and move for-
ward with their lives.

Last year was the inaugural Coldest
Night of the Year, which involved 122
walkers on 23 teams and raised $42,844.

“It’s an opportunity for people in the
Tillsonburg community to come together
and help those in need,” Gilson said. “We
know safe affordable housing is the an-
swer and Light House provides that.”
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519-842-4234 » horvathauto.com
82 Bridge St. E, Tillsonburg

Itz about the safety and
lengevity of your vehicle.

Protect Your investment.
Choose Rust Check

Call today for an appointment.
Tel: 519-688-7878

| speak without a mouth and hear without ears. |
have no body, but | come alive with the wind.
An echo.

The more you take, the more you leave behind.
Footsteps.

What has to be broken before you can use it?
An egg.

I'm tall when I’'m young, and I'm short when I’'m
old.
A candle.

I’'m always in front of you but can’t be seen.
The future.

What can travel around the world while staying in
the same corner?
A stamp.

I’'m not alive, but I can grow. | don’t have lungs,
but I need air.
Fire.

I have keys but no locks. | have a space but no
room. You can enter, but you can’t go outside.
A keyboard.

MAGGIE
THE LOVE OF OUR LIVES AND
_ THE BOSS OF OUR HOUSE!

SPONSORED BY
h A "
V] 'S
PETCENTRES
VISIT US ONLINE!

WHHNW. RUFFINSTII.I.SONBURG COM

589 BROADWAY, TILLSONBURG
MONDAY-TUESDAY: 9AM-7PM
WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY: 9AM-8PM
SATURDAY: 9AM-5PM
SUNDAY: 10AM-5PM

NOMINATE YOUR PET TO'BE PET OF THE WEEK BY EMAILING INFO@TILLSONBURGPOST.COM

WORD SEARCH

ADVENTURE

SUDOKU
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5

9

w
WJjOo1 00N

-t
(e

(o]
~

N
- OO
(o0)

4

3 2 6

Solutions on page 31 Basic (4)

Expedition

W Z S X V P R GC WV G 0B CRT W/ A
VY G X B S J A K Y G Z Q Q A E L B F H Wilderness
S GH WTMNUZP J Z OFNNWMZ BRMY ST Journey
C E H S A Y T QV N ML WUP O S E U E
Cc L T A ODI S COUVET R ZTFLZPNUOW Explorer
P J NN DI M S Y CS S E G I P C R R A Quest
HHoO]J T L W]J OFP S K S 1T R X Z U UTF
X ¢ I P S R I HI1 P NS S OGETETMOT V Summit
| R T J E Y H A V X G D E WU R O Z J N Q Compass
P H1 S U WZPTCU RIOQTI V RNWIUHTE ]} NET

Campfire
V. * DS QL WS RTWTI P S RDGO V L P
T DERJ Q F L KT OO QS LGP ETDTGTDF Backpack
Y O P E B S Y L N C M A F L Y Y D H A I

Trail

S V X H A F J Z Z Q S E P A C S E L T E
T S E Y E G G N I K K E R T T I L U I W Discover
X Z AV E E F I K N J VY G J I I G S W )

Trekking
Z G T P X R ONI QO J B W]J GDMEH G Y
K D A Z M I Z D J B A CK P A C K M C P Canyon
Q P E Q Q OL X B MADOQK X S Q Q V U A

Adventurous
B J] E K P UG CHMO WO ZMZP Z WUR N S
Escape
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COMING EVENTS

OTTERVILLE UNITED CHURCH'S
FAMOUS SHROVE TUESDAY
PANCAKE DINNER

March 4th, Spm-7pm

Otterville United Church

231 Main St E, Otterville, ON

Kids - $6, Adults - $10.

THE FRIENDSHIP TABLE - FREE
FRIENDSHIP DINNERS

Monday, Mar. 10, Apr. 14, May 12, June 9,
2025;

Doors open at 4:30.

Dinner Served 5:00-6:30

St. Mary’s Church Basement, Corner of Rolph
St & Venison St, Tillsonburg

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
HELPING THOSE IN NEED. GOOD NEWS!
FREE FRIENDSHIP DINNERS ARE BACK!
Everyone Welcome

WHAT MAKES WINTER SHORTER?
Listening, dancing and enjoying 50’s-70’s
country music at the Ingersoll Jamboree! Every
other Friday afternoon from 1-4 p.m. at the
Masonic Hall, 190 Thames St S, Ingersoll.
Walk ins welcome at the door.

VON OXFORD GRIEF CARE:

FREE Monthly Grief Support Group

Register at: oxford.griefsupport@von.ca or 519-
539-1231 Ext 6299 or 6296

TILLSONBURG

WHEN: 2nd Tuesday of every month
WHERE: VON Oxford Office 24 Brock St. W.,
Tillsonburg

TIME: 6:30PM-8:00PM

INGERSOLL

WHEN: 4th Tuesday of every month
WHERE: Ingersoll Public Library 130 Oxford
St., Ingersoll

TIME: 10:30AM —12:00Noon

WOODSTOCK

WHEN: 3rd Saturday of every month

WHERE: Sakura House Hospice 715180 Oxford
Rd.4, Woodstock

TIME: 10:30AM-12:00Noon

OTTER VALLEY TAI CHI

New Monday morning classes began Feb. 3:
9:00 — 10:30 am Introduction, 10:30 — 11:30
am Foundations.

Location: St. John’s Anglican Church, 46
Ridout St. W., Tillsonburg

Enjoy gentle exercise with others as you work to
improve flexibility, balance, and stamina.

Call 519-688-9779, email ottervalley@
canadiantaichiacademy.org, visit
canadiantaichiacademy.org

TILLSONBURG AND DISTRICT
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The February General Meeting will be held on
Monday, February 24th at 7 pm at Annandale
House NHS. We welcome Dr. Jason Pankratz
who will once again be hosting his always
entertaining Trivia Night. He will be offering a
variety of historical and popular subjects. Don’t
miss this free, fun event!! All are welcome!

The March General Meeting will be held on
Monday, March 17th at Annandale House
NHS starting at 5:30 pm. Please join us for a

potluck dinner followed by the Business Meeting
at 7 pm. Please bring a main course, salad or
dessert, along with your own utensils and dishes.
The Business Meeting schedule includes the
election of the Executive for the next year as well
as the adoption of the Annual Budget. All are
welcome!

INTERESTED IN BRIDGE?

Join us every Friday at the Tillsonburg
Duplicate Bridge Club at 1 p.m. at The Senior
Centre. Don’t have a partner? Come anyway
and we will match you up with someone. For
more information, visit their Facebook page:
TburgBridge.

OPEN JAM

Saturday, February 22nd, starting at 1:00 pm
The Wagner Memorial, Teeterville Legion
Branch 526

3890 Teeterville Road, Teeterville, Ontario
Last Saturday of every month.

Everyone is welcome to bring an instrument or
just come out and listen to the music.

For More Information call, the Legion at 519-
443-5588 or

Check out our website at https://www.
teetervillelegionbranch526.ca

TILLSONBURG LEGION ROASTED
CHICKEN DINNER

Friday February 28 from 5 to 6pm

Serving roasted chicken, mashed potatoes, gravy,
vegetables, dessert, tea and coffee for $18 cash
per person. All Welcome! For more info call 519-
842-5281.

OPEN MIC JAM AT THE TILLSONBURG

LEGION

Saturday March 1 from 1-4pm

$6 cash at the door. Featuring North of Sixty
Band. Jumbo Hot Dogs for $5 available from
noon to 2pm. Cash only. All Welcome! For more
info call 519-842-5281.

TILLSONBURG LIONS

The Tillsonburg Lions meet on the 1st and

3rd Tuesdays. You are invited to their dinner
meetings in the Lion's Den at the Community
Centre. If you are interested in giving back to
your Community contact Jim at 519 409 0876 for
more information.....all are welcome.

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE

St. John's Anglican Church Tillsonburg

46 Ridout St. West

March Sth, at 7pm

Eucharist Service and Administration of Ashes

BLACK HISTORY HERITAGE EVENT
February 23, 1pm-5pm

Tillsonburg Community Centre

45 Hardy Ave., Tillsonburg

Historical displays, music, gifts, afro-carribean
food, black owned oxford businesses exhibition,
spoken word, guest speakers, poetry. Sponsored
by ORMHA.

MESSY CHURCH

March 1 - 10am to 12 noon

t.Pauls united Church,

88 Bidwell St., Tillsonburg

Move into March @Messy Church. "Move "to
craft centers,snacks,story,music and a hot lunch.
We welcome kids of all ages along with a family
member.

9 isted!

(7 uSt 21 Frank St., Tillsonburg

$504.900

W1

Bryan

Wiltshire
Broker of Record

919-318-0736

Itshire

— REALTY INC. BROKERAGE ——

We Are Helping Your Friends & Family

519-544-HOME

21 Brock St. E, Unit #3, Tillsonburg
www.wiltshirerealty.ca
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Wa rc ' ng Cremation Services

We are Please& to announce that the

move to our new location in Ti”sonburg
will be complete on f:ric]ag Fcbruarg 21,
2025....a
arejust Putting the ﬁnishing touches on.

largcr and Erighter space that we

QOurnew address is 161 Broac!wag
Streetin Ti”sonburg, Ontario.

1
Warein

Cremabon Serwees bx

QOur new establishment is a familiar bui]cling
on the downtown streetscape, located

right on the corner of Broaclwag and
Ridout St W.

All of our contact information will remain

the same.

[t has been almost eleven years since we
first opene& our doors in Ti”sonburg.
Your confidence in our abilities with
Final Arrangemc—:nts Is sO very much

aPPreciated.

Woodstock Establishment
225 Norwich Avenue
519-290-5575

Tillsonburg Establishment
161 Broadway Street
519-409-5575

Tillsonburg council briefs

Grant allows for crisis worker

Tillsonburg will be adding a crisis worker
to the Mobile Crisis Response Team through a
provincial program.

The town applied for the Mobile Crisis Re-
sponse Team Enhancement Grant and was
successful. The program will provide $119,874
to the town in a one-time payment to provide
a crisis worker to accompany police on calls.

Tillsonburg accounts for 40 per cent of OPP
mental health calls.

Easement granted

An easement to Oxford County for a pos-
sible future water main on town lands was
granted by council at the Feb. 10 meeting.

A report provided the background, say-
ing during the site plan approval process for
Schepp’s Bakery new facility, the county iden-
tified it may need the easement for a water line
in the future if there are no other locations.
The easement would be on both property for
the bakery and town lands.

Development commissioner Cephas Pan-
schow told council he provided the county
with four other options, which weren’t satis-
factory. He noted this should have been part of
the original agreement for the industrial park
in 2011 and was caught in the second stage of
site plan approval.

Council granted the easement.

Live from Tillsonburg arena. ..

A video-streaming service will be set up in
Tillsonburg arena, and provide the town with
a portion of revenue from viewers.

Council received a report outlining the re-

quest from LiveBarn Video Streaming to pro-
vide streaming of games in Tillsonburg arena.
The company will install the necessary video
equipment. Subscribers can then pay for ac-
cess through a subscription to the service. The
town will receive 20 per cent of the revenue
from subscribers from the Tillsonburg arena.

Deputy Mayor Dave Beres said he had fam-
ily members playing in Barrie several years
ago and used the app. At that time, he said the
quality was not that high and the price was
around $300.

Julie Dawley, manager of recreation pro-
grams and services, said the samples she saw
were higher quality, and information about the
players is accessible through the app.

Several councillors had questions if this
would be available for other sports in the fu-
ture, but were told it might need to be through
a different provider.

Coun. Chris Rosehart asked if people
watching from home may negatively impact
sales in the concession for the contractor op-
erating it.

“It’s more geared to people who aren’t in
home or in the community,” Dawley answered.
“When we talked to them, a lot of their clients
were grandparents who were down in Florida
and couldn’t make it to the arena.”

She also said the footage could be useful if
there was a need for video of what was going
on in the arena. Dawley provided an example
of an issue with teenagers harassing players,
but nothing could be done because there was
no video evidence.

Council endorsed signing the six-year con-
tract with LiveBarn.

‘m Hl f-r{l
THEATRE™

_lll:limpmgﬂsmf

Sleepin
Botnty,

poT OOVER MARCH 12 AT 11AM & 2PM
susCIMOIE MARCH 13 AT 11AM & 2PM

March Break

BONAN

$17

EACH

$60FORA

GROUP OF 4

1-888-778-7703
WWW.LIGHTHOUSETHEATRE.COM
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Tillsonburg asks for sharing the wealth

JEFF HELSDON
Editor

Tillsonburg joined a number of other
municipalities asking for a share of taxes
collected on property transactions within
its borders.

Deputy Mayor Dave Beres presented
council with a motion that originated from
Aurora calling on the province to share the

Land Transfer Tax and GST collected on
property transactions within its bound-
aries. The motion said current sources of
municipal revenue are no longer sufficient
to cover the growing infrastructure needs
of municipalities. A letter about the motion
was to be sent to the premier and prime
minister’s offices.

Beres said Aurora Mayor Tom Mrakas
started the motion and claims 140 munici-

palities have already passed it.

“We can’t simply handle all these pass-
me-downs from the province that they
used to fund and aren’t funding,” Beres
said.

He suggested Tillsonburg should jump
on board, and noted that municipalities
speaking out in the past worked with OPP
contracts.

“This is a big step forward for all munic-

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

ipalities,” he said. “I think of the 140 and
think we should do our part.”

Mayor Deb Gilvesy pointed out since a
provincial election is underway, and a letter
about the motion should be sent post-elec-
tion instead of trying to guess the outcome.

Beres agreed with this point.

“It’s Tillsonburg people paying for this,”
he said. “We’re just asking to get back the
money Tillsonburg people are paying.”

INSURANCE AUTOMOTIVE ACCOUNTING MORTGAGE SPECIALIST
: Al

| II GEORGE’S
R - I

Need to catch up and file several Earn 8% to |3% interest investing in

private mortgages secured by real estate.

years of income tax returns?

L
HOLLY VALLEE AUTO REPAIR David Simmonds - Adiure. David Simmonds ==
N — . MBA CPA CGA Mo A ) B . 2728
NOVA MUTUAL INc- + Manufacturing e
. . . Call me at + Transportation 519-403-5020
i Tire Services | Oil Changes 519-842-4279 + Professionals david@davidsimmonds.ca

...............

Maintenance & Repairs

519 842-7058 « GEORGESAUTO.CA
10 Bridge St W., Tillsonburg

SEWING SALES & SERVICEl TACKLE & FISHING
00

OPEN MON TO FRI: 8 AM - 5 PM 20 SEW-U-CAN EmiE = cREEN
i | Sales and ) 'L'AC'HE _
Sew-LU-CAN Service e :

SALES AND SERVICE

B-145 SIMCOE ST,

. b Ty » ‘
n_ G( T, TILLSONB
— TILLSONBURG ERIEANDCREEKTACKLE.CA
ORANGE DOOR ACRES sewucan.sew @gmail.com | 519-617-7398 FACERDOCOTIN T e

@ERIEANDCREEKTACKLE

289-Ba0-1584 hvallon@novamutualocom

PAINTING for Families and
Foodies alilfe! SH OP CW
| |LOCAL.
;? Qu;llI;; Zi;}oﬂd ol
LONTEMPORARY Joatir,| | LOCAL
PAHINTING AND DES TGN if -LocalCheese | | gupnort
- -Re%gfﬂdﬁ bhusirllesses Avondale
y that keep your .
= e ~Draseroes community and Ugatﬁd Chngh
CHRIS IMHOFF [ i e its newspaper ¥/ (519) 842.5532
DWNER | L i onsnenea | [ thriving
N 57 L4 Sunday Service
905-325-1189 & ,\g OBITUARY 10:30 a.m.

CHRIS(DCONTEMPORARYPAINTINGANDDESIGN.COM All are Welcome

CONTEMPORARYPAINTINGANDDESIGN.COM

- “Inspiring people
TR e to know Christ”
QUIZ ANSWERS
1. British pound sterling
2. Burj Khalifa, Dubai
816/4]9/7/1)|3(2|5] | 3.Protractor
5/3|7]6/8(2|1[{9|4 4. East River, New York City
May the winds of heaven blow softly 9/2/1]13,5,4]16.,8|7| | 5 Amedieval toilet
g1 And whisper in_yonr ear 2/4/5]1113/9]7/6|8] | 6.Donkeyand a Horse
4 North St. Courtland © 519-688-2162 How ouch we love and iss you olals ol7larsl2] | & s
www.courtlandvinviwi And wish that you were here. 119 318 6/714]5 2 8. Sudan
. ylwindows.com 4/5/2]|7(/9/6]83 /1| | 9 Yeast
. Lovingly remembered by Wendy, Jeff, Lisa, 71816l5/113l21a 9 10. Bill Gates and Paul
tlllsonburgpost.com Jennifer, Brenden, Hayden, Denim and Family. 3[179la2/sl5 716 Allen

We want to hear from our community!

info@tillsonburgpost.com
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CANADIAN
TIRE

| ULTIMA AIR FRYER
CLEARANCE

$37.93

SAVE 78%
Reg $169.99
SKU 499-0020

RALEIGH BICYCLE TRAILER
CLEARANCE

$299:%3

SAVE $220
Reg $519.99
SKU 184-0774

CHAMPION 9 TON GAS
POWERED LOG SPLITTER

HALF PRICE ¥
Reg $1199.99
SKU 60-0568

TIMBER RIDGE WOOD
| | STOVE 2400 SQ FT.
CLEARANCE

$749°3

SAVE $1000
Reg $1749.99
SKU 64-1922

.| RIDEAU FIRETABLE PATIO

DINING SET
CLEARANCE

SAVE $1000
Reg $1999.99
SKU 88-0538

COFFEE MAKER
CLEARANCE

$399.93

SAVE $280
Reg $679.99
SKU 43-2282

I-ZIP ELECTRIC
SCOOTER
CLEARANCE

$1 99.93

SAVE $320
Reg $529.99
SKU 184-1280

KETER 6X8 SHED
CLEARANCE =

L

$899.93 |

SAVE $500
Reg $1399.99
SKU 60-0071

COLEMAN SOLAR
PANEL 175W
CLEARANCE

$299.93

HALF PRICE
Reg $599.99
SKU 11-2521

PAW PATROL DELUXE

RESCUE VEHICLE
CLEARANCE

$ 29-93

HALF PRICE
Reg $59.99
SKU 150-1057

MOTOMASTER HYDRA EDGE

I-ROBOT BRAAVA Mé
FLOOR WASHER
ROBOT

CLEARANCE

$1 99.93

SAVE $400
Reg $599.99
SKU 43-8252

RALEIGH DELTA
| ELECTRIC BIKE

8 CLEARANCE

$12499

SAVE $750
Reg $1999.99
1 SKU 71-2067

g HOLD-IT 4FT TOOL

STORAGE RAIL

SAVE 70%
Reg $34.99
SKU 46-8063

cOLEMAN SOLAR PANEL
2-PACK, 100W |

Reg $649.99
SKU 299-5777

LEGO STAR WARS SET
CLEARANCE :

$38.93

SAVE 40%
Reg $64.99
SKU 150-0634

CLEARANCE
$199°3
SAVE $350

GOURMET SALT OR
PEPPER GRINDER
MILL

CLEARANCE
$3.93

SAVE 73%
Reg $14.99
SKU 142-7896 & 142-7895

| BOSE FLEX WIRELESS
| SPEAKER

| CLEARANCE

SAVE $70
Reg $189.99
SKU 499-1240

JACKERY E50 PORTABLE
POWER STATION, 500/1000W
CLEARANCE

$599.93

SAVE $250
Reg $749.99
SKU 55-0395

CRAWFORD GAZEBO
8XS8FT P

CLEARANCE

‘ $4 3993

HALF PRICE
Reg $279.99
SKU 88-1328

PROFORM INTERACTIVE
FITNESS MIRROR
CLEARANCE

$4 9923

SAVE 80%
Reg $1999.99
SKU 187-00978

ALL SEASON TIRES o e TUVECVEIE  ALL SIZES AVAILABLE FOR
SAVE ool e il il CARS, SUV'S AND TRUCKS

3 Oo / @ Q O Nationwide Warranty. See our Service Centre
o Roud Rated

Team for a Quotation on your specific size
and to book your install appointment.

x . 248 BROADWAY,

VISIT OUR STORE OR GO
ONLINE FOR OUR FULL FLYER
AND THOUSANDS OF OTHER
ITEMS ON SALE. ONLINE
ORDERS USUALLY READY FOR
PICK UP IN 30 MINUTES!

TILLS.ONEURG CANADIAN
(519) 842-5926 B TIRe
canadiantire.ca =




