OPTIMISM PLACE OPENING rxce 7

VOLUME 3 ¢ ISSUE 9

DECEMBER 22, 2023

IRISH HAT TRICK rxce 21

STRATFORD I

ST. MARYS * NEW HAMBURG

919-284-2332

Coldest Night of
the Year 2024
campaign begins

EMILY STEWART

Times Correspondent

United Way Perth-Huron and Shelterlink Youth
Services are hoping for more participation and
fundraising for the upcoming Coldest Night of the
Year walk to support those facing homelessness.

The Coldest Night of the Year walk will return to
Stratford’s Upper Queens Park on February 24,2024.
The press release from the United Way Perth-Huron
said the in-person walk starts at the Upper Queens
Park bandshell and will circuit around Avon Riv-
er. Walkers will return to the bandshell and enjoy
dinner courtesy of Soup Surreal. The event check-in
begins at 4 p.m. and opening ceremonies start at 5
p-m.

“Our event is fun, but our cause is serious,” Sonya
Heyen, manager of resource development and com-
munications at United Way Perth-Huron, said. “We
need the compassionate and caring people to make
a stand and show solidarity for people facing home-
lessness and that's why we walk on a cold evening."

The Coldest Night of the Year Walk aims to
raise $180,000 for Shelterlink Youth Services and
the Connection Centre, run by the United Way
Perth-Huron. The event raised $152,419 during their
2023 walk.

Shelterlink Youth Services provides emergency
services and outreach for youth 16 to 24-years-old
in Perth County who are either experiencing or at
risk of experiencing homelessness. The Connection
Centre provides shelter, showers, laundry, and hot
meals at St. Paul’s Anglican Church for those facing

homelessness in Stratford.
CONTINUED TO PAGE 8
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SPACE ISLAND SHINES ON OPENING NIGHT

(FRED GONDER PHOTO)

Explore space this winter at Tom Patterson Island. One of the most popular light installations is back at the island with a
new addition - the Lunar Lamp Posts, which are sure to light up any cold night.

No End in Sight:
City of Stratford Budget
Discussions Stretch into January

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The City of Stratford 2024 budget process has started,
yet unlike other cities in the area, it is far from finished.
Budget deliberations started on Thursday, December 14
and proceeded again on Friday, December 15.

The finance and labour relations committee managed
to discuss the operational budget, capital forecasts,
and expansion requests for each city department, and

NEED A TOW? GIVE US A CALL! Providing 24[ 7 Roadsule Asmstance.
E—

.......

although most councillors saw the need for increased
budgets, Councillor Cody Sebben just wasn’t accepting
of the tax increases and continued to turn down mo-
tions throughout both days.

I think we are supposed to be doing everything we
can to save money,” said Councillor Sebben, “I certain-
ly would be very disgruntled if I had a 10 percent tax
increase coming my way. We do need to make the hard
choices, but I think one of those hard choices is saying

b3

no.
CONTINUED TO PAGE 2
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No End in Sight:
City of Stratford Budget
Discussions Stretch into

January

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

What started as an 8.27 percent in-
crease in the tax rate, based on a 10.54
percent increase to the tax levy, moved
up to 9.98 percent, based on a levy in-
crease of 12.46 percent after the first two
days.

The results from a survey on Engage-
Stratford’s website noted that all respon-
dents prefer no property tax increase;
however, 63 percent of respondents could
support tax increases to maintain or in-
crease service levels. Furthermore, 67
percent of respondents felt they received
fair or good value for their tax dollars.

Keeping in line with these results, most
councillors motioned to approve all ex-
pansion requests, other than the Parks
and Recreations Master Plan, which
saved the city $80,000 this year. Accord-
ing to council, this request will be moved
to the 2025 budget for review.

Over one hour of deliberation was
spent on discussing Destination Strat-
ford’s Lights On Festival, where the city
will invest $150,000 into the program to
enhance visitor engagement. Half of the
total amount will affect the tax levy for
city taxpayers, and the rest will come
from the MAT tax, which started early
this year.

Although feelings were mixed, Coun-
cillor Henderson did note her agreement
to support Lights On Stratford. “It's im-
portant that we promote winter tourism,”
she said, “It helps all our downtown busi-
nesses, bed and breakfasts, motels and
gas stations. [ know it's a direct hit on the
taxpayers, but it will indirectly help us so
much in the winter months.”

“We're a tourism city whether we like
it or not,” she said.

In opposition to Councillor Hender-
son’s comments, Councillor Sebben said,
“We're looking at a gradual increase in
expansion [with the Lights On Stratford
Festival], which is coming directly from
the levees, so I can't support the expan-
sion.”

Councillor McCabe echoed Council-
lor Henderson’s comments in support of
Lights On Stratford. “We had a pandemic
which shut down businesses in the hos-
pitality sector for 360 days, causing a
devastating effect on the local economy,”
said McCabe, “We need to be able to em-
ploy in the hospitality sector throughout
the year in order for them to live here,
that is certainly a necessity. So, as part
of that, we need to expand into the winter
season and come up with non-traditional
ways in order to support our economy,
and I believe Lights On Stratford is doing
just that.”

Next, focusing on affordable housing,
the City of Stratford approved expansion
requests of $215,000 for Servicing Va-

cant City-Owned Land for Affordable
Housing, $180,000 for Interim Space De-
sign and Construction at 82 Erie Street
and $500,000 for the Affordable Housing
Project, located at 398 Erie Street.

Almost all councillors noted the im-
portance of affordable housing programs,
although it will directly increase taxes
throughout the city. “One of the sad iro-
nies of this is that to make housing more
affordable, the only tool we have is to use
municipal tax dollars,” said Councillor
Mark Hunter, “I honestly looked through
this budget carefully, and I found almost
no fat in the budget to cut.”

Other notable approved requests were
for $120,000 for the Municipal Facilities
Space Utilization Master Plan, $150,000
for the Community Improvement Plan
and other finances allocated toward new
software upgrades throughout City de-
partments.

The Grand Trunk site will have a $0
investment for 2024; however, will again
be looked at during the 2025 budget
meeting.

The budget deliberation did not con-
clude after the second day, City Coun-
cillors will now move into January to
complete the finance and labour relations
committee meeting. Most councillors did
note the stress of having to be in their
current position, managing a budget that
had not increased prior to last year, for
upwards of 7 years.

“This has put us in the position that
we're in now where we're having to catch
up,” said Councillor McCabe. “We have
to start having serious conversations
about density in this community because
it is very expensive, with our old infra-
structure and our old buildings, to pro-
vide at this scale of population, the ser-
vices that we are asked to provide.”

“Certainly, there are factors that have
been identified,” stated Mayor Martin
Ritsma, “We talked earlier about grants
that have been removed or reduced from
both levels of government. We talked
about the loss of the ability to collect cer-
tain taxes. We talk about the inflation rate
that impacts us in our own homes. We
have responsibilities that haven't been on
our plate in other years, like the accel-
eration of homelessness and affordable
housing, which has become our respon-
sibility. Also, the environment piece that
we have to do our part about. I think a lot
of communities and a lot of municipal-
ities across Ontario are struggling with
the same thing and having this same con-
versation; it’s a tough pill to swallow.”

The next finance and labour rela-
tions committee meeting will be held in
mid-January 2024 when City Council
will hopefully approve a final tax in-
crease.
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Most Perth County
Residents satisfied
with life despite
socioeconomic challenges

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Kristin Crane, Director of Social Re-
search and Planning, United Way Perth
Huron, presented to City Council a Qual-
ity of Life Summary on behalf of United
Way Perth Huron.

The presentation will be used as in-
formation for the Council to better un-
derstand and recognize issues related to
socioeconomic challenges within Huron
Perth and how to better manage funding
to enhance the quality of life within the
community.

Crane notes that affordable housing is
a human right in Canada and internation-
ally, but many households in Huron Perth
are spending a substantial part of their in-
come on shelter costs. “A median yearly
after-tax income of 37 thousand dollars
means that you're paying 46 percent of
your income just to pay for a one-bedroom
apartment or one-bedroom rental.”

Food insecurity is a high priority, es-
pecially with new stats from Agri-Food
Analytics Lab, which recently published
its Canadian Food Price Report, noting
that Canadian food costs will rise again in
2024, expected to cost the average family
over seven hundred dollars more annually.

Crane notes that 63 percent of those who
participated in the Social Research and
Planning Council's survey experienced
food insecurity, with families with chil-
dren being the most affected. “We found
that 24 percent of people's incomes did
not meet their needs,” said Crane, “Of the
respondents, 87 percent had to sacrifice
their household food budget to pay for
other expenses, such as rent or mortgage,
utilities or transportation. 63 percent of re-
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spondents are employed full-time.”

With regard to discrimination, Crane
notes that 69 percent of immigrants and/
or visible minorities experienced discrim-
ination in Huron Perth. The report found
81 percent of indigenous peoples had ex-
perienced discrimination, and further that
Black residents had the highest self-re-
ported experiences of discrimination
(86%). The report was conducted through
randomized phone interviews, and the re-
sults are statistically significant and repre-
sentative of the population as a whole.

A highlight from the report found that in
Perth County, most residents report being
satisfied or very satisfied with their lives,
with low levels of stress across all age
groups. “Self-reported life satisfaction is
one of the most direct measures of quali-
ty of life,” said Crane, “Low levels of life
satisfaction can be associated with poor
mental health. Fortunately, in Perth, 97
percent of people report being either mod-
erately satisfied or very satisfied with their
lives. So that's very encouraging.”

Making note of the robust, small busi-
ness community in Huron Perth, Crane
said that these businesses give back to the
community, “We know that those small
businesses and nonprofits contributed sig-
nificantly to quality of life,” she continued,
“They have a high rate of participation in
the community then purchase goods and
services locally, and often hold fundrais-
ers and volunteer at local events. They
also employ many people in our region.”

Looking ahead to 2024, Crane notes that
the local workforce, government, nonprof-
its, and community organizations should
engage in diversity and education training
to reduce discrimination to help improve
the quality of life in Huron-Perth.

18 York St., Stratford
519-271-9978
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Enjoy some soup for a good cause

SYDNEY GOODWIN

Times Correspondent

Soup’s On 2024 is sure to add some
joy and warmth to the cold Canadian
January. Every year, the community
comes together to enjoy good soup
and fundraise for a great cause put
together by the Alzheimer Society
Huron Perth.

Soup’s On is taking place Saturday,
January 13, 2024, from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. at the Stratford Rotary Complex
and is proudly presented by Hyde
Construction.

Admission to the event is by do-
nation at the door. ‘Soupons’, the
official currency of Soup’s On, are
available for purchase. Five dollars
will get you five ‘soupons’ and these
can be used to get your soup samples.
Attendees are encouraged to bring
their own spoons to reduce the envi-
ronmental impact of the event.

The Alzheimer Society started this
fundraiser back in 1995 to help the
community come together and raise

money and awareness for a worth-
while cause: to offer necessary help
for those living with dementia.

As the years have gone on, the pop-
ularity of this event has continued to
grow; not even the pandemic could
stop Soup’s On from continuing their
tradition.

“In 2021, we held a a Soup’s On
trail. A bunch of the businesses that
typically came to Soup’s On actual-
ly did it out of their restaurants, and
then people walked around on a soup
trail to taste the soups and vote on
their favourite,” explained Erin Dale,
the Manager of Fund Development &
Communication with the Alzheimer
Society.

With 2024 marking the second year
of Soup’s On’s return to in-person,
Dale is excited to re-experience the
close-knit community feeling that
this fundraiser is all about. “A diag-
nosis of dementia does not mean your
life is over. There are many things
you can do to maintain a healthy life-

SOURS O

January 14, 2023
11:00 A.M. — 2:00 P.M.
Stratford Rotary Complex

style, including staying active and
social within your community, which
is what Soup's On is all about,” Dale
notes, stressing that dementia is an
ever-changing disease, and how flex-
ibility is so important when working
to help it.

This special event is not only about
soup, it’s also about coming together
and having a fun day with the fami-
ly. “There’s going to be a silent auc-
tion, live entertainment, and a kids
corner. So there’s a little something
for everybody,” Dale says. The Alz-
heimer Society works hard on this
event every year to make sure that it
is a warm, welcoming, and inviting
space for people of all ages to attend
and enjoy.

For more information about this
event, visit the Alzheimer Society
website at https://alzheimer.ca/ hu-
ronperth/take-action/fundraise-par-
ticipate/soups. You can also call the
Alzheimer Society at 519-271-1910,
or send an email at erind@alzhp.ca.

CORRECTION: the November 24, 2023 article en-
titled “The Stratford and Area Master Gardeners plant
pollinators to support local wildlife” had incorrectly
listed the name of the Conservation Fund involved. The

article should have referenced that funding came from
the Donald McTavish Conservation Fund held within
The Stratford Perth Community Foundation. The Times
apologizes for the error.
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Looking back on 2023
with Perth Wellington
MP John Nater

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

“It was an interesting year, that’s for
sure,” said John Nater, Perth Wellington
MP.

Although, for the most part, we are out
of the thick of the COVID-19 pandemic,
all levels of government seem to be play-
ing catch-up to manage funds and provide
communities with a way back to ‘normal.’

Stratford Times sat down with Nater to
discuss goals, accomplishments and what
happened in 2023 earlier this week.

Nater started with a great accomplish-
ment he believes will give Perth Welling-
ton agricultural sector the recognition it
deserves. The MP’s office was proud to
advocate for Bill S-227, An Act to estab-
lish Food Day in Canada. The process, not
an easy one, started over 20 years ago.

“During the BSE crisis for Mad Cow
disease, Anita Stewart from Wellington
County started the process of designat-
ing the first weekend in August as Food
Day in Canada as a way to promote local
beef,” said Nater. “Over the last 20 years,
this has expanded to include all forms of
food in Canada, and our office did a lot of
work in The House of Commons to desig-
nate this day.”

“I’m happy to say that now that the first
Saturday in August will be Food Day in
Canada, where we can celebrate all parts
of our great bounty here in Canada.”

The agriculture sector in Perth Welling-
ton comprises local farmers who produce
good products and excel beyond others in
Ontario, Nater said about the local farm
sector. “We’re number one for dairy in the
country, number one for chicken in the
country, and top four and five for beef and
pork,” said Nater. “We also have amazing
farmland. So, when you're talking about
agriculture in Perth and Wellington coun-
ties, our farmers are number one.”

Sustainability is on top of mind for the
MP. He acknowledges local farmers' work
on their work to fight climate change, even

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

though, at a federal level, farmers are not
getting the credit they deserve, he said.

“[Farmers] have come up with sustain-
ability plans, looking forward to how they
make their industry more efficient, more
sustainable, but really looking at it from
a grassroots standpoint,” said Nater. “I
sometimes I think when the [Federal] gov-
ernment tries to get involved, it becomes a
top-down approach, but I would suggest
shifting the focus on what's happening on
the ground; there is not enough recogni-
tion or benefit that’s given to the farmers
for their involvement in environmental
stewardship.”

Next up, the MP discussed affordable
housing in Perth Wellington; Nater notes
that he is displeased with the Federal Gov-
ernment's funding methods, which seem
to leave small and rural communities be-
hind. “I'm really disappointed with some
of the current Government's approaches to
what I consider small, rural communities
when it comes to infrastructure funding,”
he said. “We have programs that would
benefit us locally, but we seem to get over-
looked because of how funding is distrib-
uted.”

Nater notes that larger regions are able to
put more time into grant applications and
generally receive more funding, which he
believes is an unfair distribution due to
the size of the communities. He notes that
he consistently advocates for fair funding
and distribution of grants to small and ru-
ral communities like Perth Wellington.

One program Nater says is very effec-
tive at providing appropriate funding is
the Gas Tax Fund, which is based on a for-
mula where municipalities are allocated
funds and can use this money where they
see fit. “This way, you can get the money
out the door and into the hands of the mu-
nicipalities, where they have the flexibility
to allocate it where they see fit.”

Moving on to immigration, Nater said
that there are currently 2.4 million peo-

ple backlogged waiting for immigration
CONTINUED TO PAGE 7

Looking ahead to 2024
with Perth Wellington
MPP Matthew Rae

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Perth Wellington MPP Matthew Rae is
clear on his goals for 2024, “Affordabili-
ty is the number one issue we hear in the
office and when I'm out community,” he
said, “Ensuring that we continue to pro-
vide relief to individuals in the province
is essential.”

Discussing the Gas Tax cut, Rae notes
that the Ontario Government is planning
to advocate for the tax cut to be extended
until June 30, 2024, which will help On-
tarians keep money in their pockets.

Rae also discussed the GAINS Program,
which ensures a guaranteed minimum
income for Ontario seniors by providing
monthly payments to qualifying pension-
ers. “In 2024, We're looking at expand-
ing the GAINS program. This program
provides seniors and low-income seniors
with financial assistance.” Rae says this
will extend program eligibility for nearly
100,000 people across Ontario.

Regarding health care, Rae notes that
although the province is working towards
better working conditions and increased
funding for Ontario Healthcare, it can be
challenging. “In health care, especially ru-
ral health care, there are gaps, but we’ve
invested 200 million dollars to help pro-
vide education and internships to nurses,
especially those in rural areas.”

Next, Rae discussed how the Ontario
Government is investing in critical in-
frastructure to help support and maintain
municipal water projects to help build
more housing and spur economic growth.
“Investing in wastewater infrastructure
will ensure that small towns can work
with nonprofits or work with a private de-
veloper to build a wide range of housing,
and this funding can help facilitate that.”

In keeping in line with building more af-
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fordable housing, Rae also said the Ontar-
i0 Government is supplying local commu-
nities with an opportunity to receive the
Building Faster Fund. This fund supports
local municipalities that meet housing
targets. “120 million dollars is being al-
located to rural municipalities,” says Rae,
“There is flexibility into how these funds
can be used.”

Regarding housing initiatives, Rae says
the Social Relief Fund is a specific fund
that is granted to municipalities at the pro-
vincial level. It is an annual fund that cit-
ies can count on year by year. “That mon-
ey is essentially a lump sum given to the
local service provider. They can decide
how they want to allocate the money.”

Ontario is meeting its targets with re-
gard to greenhouse gas emissions, and
Rae says, “I'm very committed to meeting
our targets for greenhouse gas emissions,”
he continued, “Ontario is on track; we are
committed to meeting the federal govern-
ment targets.”

Rae says rural farmers are top of mind
and continues to advocate for business
risk management for farmers. “I’ve been
working with Lisa Thompson, the Ontario
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs, to ensure we continue supporting
our farmers.”

In 2024, MPP Rae will be working on a
Private Member Bill - Life Lease, which is
going to the committee in early 2024. “As
we discussed earlier, we are in a housing
crisis, and there's no easy solution,” said
Rae, “The Life Leases Bill is one way that
we can help people get into the housing
market and help build equity for those that
may not be able to afford a house.”

The Life Leases Act will act as a hous-
ing model between renting and owning. “I
see it as a way to potentially address some
of the missing middle in the housing spec-
trum,” said Rae.
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Grand Opening of Optimism lxnion __

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Optimism Place is Perth County’s only
women’s shelter, and since 1983, they have
created a safe space for women and chil-
dren who are experiencing domestic vio-
lence.

The Building on Hope Capital Cam-
paign was announced in September 2022
and completed this week. Staff and com-
munity members attended the official
opening and ribbon cutting for the new
space on December 18. “It's truly been all
hands on deck to make sure this came to-
gether before the holidays,” said Jasmine
Clark, Executive Director at Optimism
Place Women’s Shelter and Support Ser-
vices.

Optimism Place made note of their
dream for the space on their website, “We
envision a day where every Perth Coun-
ty woman and her children seeking safety
will be able to receive the residential and
community-based safety and support they
need to heal from their trauma and build a
future of hope and optimism.”

Although unveiled earlier this week,
the expansion will start to offer space
for women and children who experience
domestic violence in early January 2024.
Last year, Optimism Place had turned
away 335 women and children due to a
lack of space, but in 2024, they will now
offer 15 new beds, which should help offer
more availability to women and children
in need.

Matthew Rae, Perth Wellington MPP,
attended the ribbon cutting and later not-
ed, “It was a pleasure to join Optimism
Place staff, board members, and members
of the community to mark the completion

CUTTING OF THE PURPLE RIBBON

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Members of the community, Staff at Optimism Place and local City and Government officials were all there to show their support for the
local women's shelter on December 18, when Optimism Place opened their newly expanded facility doors for the first time.

of their ten new bedroom expansion proj-
ect” The Ontario government provided
over $77,000 through the Ontario Trillium
Foundation to help ensure the completion
of the project.

Rae also expressed his gratitude to those
who made this expansion happen, “Thank
you to Board Chair Kate Graham, Execu-
tive Director Jasmine Clark, and the entire
team for all that you do to support women
and children in our rural communities.”

John Nater, MP, was also in attendance
at the unveiling of the finished project, and
he, too, extended his gratitude. “Through
the hard work and dedication of so many
volunteers, board members, and staff
at Optimism Place, today we marked the
7,000-square-foot expansion of their facil-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
processing, and many of these are in
healthcare, childcare, skilled trades and
demanding industries.

Nater notes that on a federal level, the
government is working to fast-track qual-
ified workers who are immigrating to
Canada in order to get them into the work-
force and their professions faster, “One of
the things we've proposed is a blue seal
program so that if you're [in Canada], and
if you have the qualifications, there'll be
a standardized test across the country. If
you pass, you can work in your profession
right away.”

With regard to the rising rates of men-
tal health concerns across the country
post-pandemic, Nater says that programs,
such as the 9-8-8 Suicide Prevention Pro-
gram, are essential and well-received by
all levels of government but are just taking
too long to be implemented. “Although
this program is essential and a great idea,
it took over three years to be implemented
across the country.”

“We’re dealing with a really serious sit-
uation with regard to mental health,” says
Nater. “We see it in agriculture, healthcare
and all sectors. I don’t want to be too criti-
cal of the government, but I am concerned
with how long programs take to imple-
ment.”

Although noting his dissatisfaction with

MP John Nater

the timeliness of mental health program
funding from the federal level, Nater
does say that there is more recognition
of mental health concerns in specific sec-
tors, such as agriculture, “they have now
dedicated resources for agriculture folks
working in the industry, because that's one
area where people tend to hold everything
in and plow their way through, rather than
seeking support.”

Seeing that COVID-19 is still affecting
small businesses, Nater notes his con-
cern about the CEBA loans: “[Business
owners]| are starting to get back on their
feet, but they're not there yet,” he said, “It
doesn't look like the government's going to
offer additional flexibility with the CEBA
loans, and a lot of folks are in that crunch
situation. It's kind of this perfect storm of
negative consequences that are happening
right now, literally as we speak, and com-
ing into the New Year.”

Nater says he has been advocating for
small business owners with the Minister
of Finance and hopes to find a way to of-
fer some flexibility in loan repayment and
schedules that can protect small business
owners. “We've seen far too many local
businesses that have already closed their
doors, especially in the food service sec-
tor. So, anything we do to provide some
flexibility is needed. We are really push-
ing for this in January.”

ity. I was pleased to acknowledge the fed-
eral financial support of over $3 million
through CMHC.”

Nater also thanked the community for
pulling together to provide the additional
funding, “Even more impressive was the
incredible fundraising effort undertaken
through the “Building on Hope” Cam-
paign in the community. There is still so
much work to do to eradicate violence
against women in our community, but we
can be grateful for the essential services
provided by Optimism Place.”

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS
MERRY

r

JOHN NATER M.P. PERTH-WELLINGTON
john.nater@parl.gc.ca | johnnater.ca | 519-273-1400

& A HAPPY NEW YEAR

Speaking of community, the City of
Stratford provided more than $82,000 in
building permits and other fees, and Mar-
klevitz Architects Inc. contributed ser-
vices worth $94,000 in total.

The space expansion added ten bed-
rooms with 15 beds, six accessible wash-
rooms, five washer/dryer sets, one fully
accessible elevator, five dedicated coun-
selling office spaces, extra space for jani-
torial needs, storage space, and a backyard
play structure.
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Coldest Night of the Year 2024 Stratford BIA supports
campaign begins Downtown Connections Centre

CONTINUED FROM FRONT raise $500 will receive a Coldest Night AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE tre was chosen as they are in the down-

Heyen said the Stratford-Perth-St.  of the Year Hoodie, and several Stratford Local Journalism Initiative Reporter town core and take care of all of the folks
Marys By-Name-List indicates there are  walkers were the recipients of the 2023 from our community that really need this
142 people in Stratford and surrounding event’s sweater. All participants who A cheque for $1,957 was presented to the  space.” Winter Wander-Land was a great
area who are experiencing homelessness. raise $150, or youth under 18-years-old Connections Centre (Cash donations must  success, said Pritchard. .

“Even if there's one or two people who raise $75, will receive a toque. The first go through United Way) at the Down- There were thousands of visitors to
homeless, you'll find us out there walk- design changes every year, and the 2024 town Stratford Business Improvement Winter W;.mder-land, 1.1’1(.31ud1ng over 4,000
ing because everyone matters,” she said.  pom-pom white toque features blue, yel- Area (BIA), located at 47 Dowme Street. czﬁarousel r.1der's, 6§0 visits to Santa, 1,400

Elizabeth  Cooper, United Way low, and grey stripes. The funds were collected during the two ~ S’more Kkits d1_str1buted aqd almost 3,000
Perth-Huron’s manager of community "Those are always so fun to collect and weekends of Winter Wander-Land, host-  candy canes given out. Pritchard says the
development, said that about 20 teams really great for photo opportunities when ed by the BIA downtown Stratford in No- event was filled with “joy upon joy’ both
have registered for the 2024 Coldest people put them on with your team,” | Vemberand December. weekends, and the BIA is happy to sup-
Night of the Year as of December 13. Cooper said. “We always have lots of fun Jamie Pritchard, General Manager of port such a wonderful cause this holiday
Team names can be creative and include  with the toques as well." Downtown Stratford Business Improve-  season.

Warm Hearts, Cold Hands, Mighty Cold  It’s free to register as a participant for | ment Area, said, “The Connection Cen-
Mustangs, and Team Haggis. the Coldest Night of the Year walk. To ,

"When people come up with creative register and/or to donate, visit cnoy.org/ - ' h rownN B
names for the team, it just adds to the Jocation/stratford. Donations not specific STRATEORD
morale and the excitement of the event,”  to any team or walker will automatically - rmze Ak
Cooper said. be donated to the Stratford Shelterlink

The first 300 teams across Canada to  Staff Team’s fundraiser.

STRATFORDIIE |/ ®% 4 oo =

Contribute to your local community B O elvor Froy ety

T womln

wo Modloe  pnirond.

newspaper!
Send articles, sports or event recaps, and hie:
photos to ]OY U PO N JOY (AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE PHOTO)
stratfordtimes@gmail.com Jamie Pritchard, BIA General Manager, Sonya Heyen of the United Way Perth-Huron, Mayor
Martin Ritsma and Kim Griffiths of the BIA.
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A PREMIER RETIREMENT LIVING COMMUNITY

THE PERFECT TIME TO DECIDE

LOCKIN TO
2023 PRICING

GUARANTEED THROUGH 2024

EXPERIENCE PEACE OF MIND
at Cedarview

2023 Pricing Guaranteed”

Today is the best time to make a decision to bring you financial peace of mind. In today’s world where we see
prices going up all around us, Cedarview is offering you the opportunity to lock into today’s pricing to protect your
tomorrow. Don't wait, this promotion ends 12/31/23.

Call Lisa Eccleston To Schedule A Personal Tour

519-771-4973

Visit BrightwaterSeniorLiving.com ce d arview

To Learn More About The Community retirement living

\ d

ec = € £ L

*This promotion cannot be combined with any other promotional offer or applied to any previous rental agreement. Promotion is only valid on Cedarview rental
agreements signed during the promotion date, and new residents under this promotion must move in within 30 days of signing. 2023 pricing is guaranteed to be locked in without
any increase through all of 2024. This promotion ends 12/31/23. Cedarview reserves the right to change, alter or discontinue the promotion at any time without verbal or written
notice. Please check with an authorized Cedarview representative for details.

Relmagine Senior Living
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Rae Announces Combined $14M in Infrastructure Funding

On December 14, Matthew Rae, MPP
for Perth-Wellington announced munic-
ipalities throughout Perth and Welling-
ton Counties will receive $14,468,702
in 2024 for local infrastructure needs.
This funding is part of the province’s
overall $400 million investment through
the Ontario Community Infrastructure
Fund (OCIF).

“Our government is working with our
rural and small communities to build
critical infrastructure such as roads,
water and wastewater, and bridges,”
said Rae. “We are ensuring our munic-
ipal partners can count on provincial
infrastructure funding, allowing them
to undertake necessary projects, while
reducing the impact on their budgets.”

The OCIF supports local infrastruc-
ture projects for communities with pop-
ulations under 100,000, along with all
rural and northern communities. Mu-
nicipalities may accumulate their fund-
ing for up to five years to address larger
infrastructure projects.

“The City of Stratford is so apprecia-
tive of these Provincial funds through
the Ontario Community Infrastructure
Fund (OCIF),” said Martin Ritsma,
Mayor of the City of Stratford. “One of
our greatest challenges as a municipali-
ty, similar to those across the province,
is the upgrading of existing road and
linear infrastructure and the building
of new. Whether it is to support resi-
dential or employment growth in our
local community. A special thank you
to MPP Matthew Rae for understanding
our needs and supporting us every step
of the way.”

"We are very appreciative of the OCIF
Funding we receive as it helps reduce
our infrastructure deficit,” said Gregg
Davidson, Mayor of the Township of
Mapleton. “The extra funding this year
will get us one step closer to upgrading
our wastewater capacity so we can sup-
port new home growth."

“Small, rural and northern communi-
ties need stable funding for their unique

infrastructure needs and to provide safe
and reliable services,” said Kinga Sur-
ma, Minister of Infrastructure. “That’s
why our government continues to pro-
vide funding, especially during these
challenging economic times. Our in-
vestments in community infrastructure
are helping to create jobs, build stronger
local economies, and lay the foundation
for a stronger, more resilient Ontario for
generations to come.”

In December 2021, the Ontario gov-
ernment announced an additional $1
billion for critical infrastructure proj-
ects that support economic growth and
job creation in small, rural and north-
ern communities, bringing the govern-
ment’s total investment to nearly $2 bil-
lion dollars over five years.

Funding allocations are based on a
formula that recognizes the different
needs and economic conditions of com-
munities.

As announced in Ontario’s 2023 Fall
Economic Statement, the government

is also protecting communities and un-
locking new housing opportunities by
investing $200 million over three years
to help municipalities repair, rehabilitate
and expand critical water, wastewater,
and stormwater infrastructure. Eligible
municipalities will be able to nominate
housing-enabling water and wastewater
projects in early 2024 through the new
Housing-Enabling Water Systems Fund.

Perth-Wellington 2024 OCIF levels
are as follows:

Municipality 2024 Funding
Wellington County $ 2,764,871
Mapleton $ 1,140,309
Minto $ 1,314,896
North Perth $ 972,700
Perth County $ 703,009
Perth East $ 307,460
Perth South $ 425969
St Marys $ 597,536
Stratford $ 3,115,579
Wellington North $ 1,682,295
West Perth $ 1,199,829
Total $ 14,468,702

PC Connect free transit pass program

Y PASTORAL MINISTER - CHAPLAIN
Baptism
Wedding Officiant {same sex - all denominations)
Funeral Celebmnt - Celchrations of Life
JEFF F. SAGER
1-519-301-2925
Jsagernligmail. com

Wieh: www.lpmhlphiu:)fl’ﬁngerm
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at libraries ending December 31

EMILY STEWART

Times Correspondent

Libraries will soon no longer be
able to offer free PC Connect transit
passes.

The Perth County Facebook page
announced on December 6 the PC
Connect Library Bus Pass Pilot
Program will end on December 31,
2023. The free passes were available

’!.., %
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at libraries part of the Perth County
Information Network, including the
Stratford Public Library.

“The PC Connect Library Bus Pass
program was a pilot project aimed
at increasing awareness and access
to PC Connect,” Maggie Kerr, the
transit project coordinator for Perth
County, said to the Stratford Times.
“The pilot program was offered for
nearly seven months, and while ex-
tremely success-
ful, continuing
it in its current
form is not con-

ducive to our
overall service
sustainability ob-

jectives.”

Perth  County
library  patrons
used the passes
for 1,035 trips
before Decem-
ber. The passes
received lots of
positive feedback
and showed what
PC Connect bus-

AJ’S HAIR &
AESTHETIC STUDIO
10 Downie St.,Stratford —

519-273-3121 % . =X

es offer to transit riders.

“We hope to continue to serve these
new riders and assist residents with
getting where they need to go — from
work, appointments, visiting friends
and family, and simply maintaining
an independent and active lifestyle,”
Kerr said.

Krista Robinson, the CEO of the
Stratford Public Library, said that pa-
trons were disappointed the pilot pro-
gram is ending and wanted it to con-
tinue on. However, she understands
PC Connect’s decision.

“I am hopeful that those who used
our passes will continue to use the PC
Connect service to travel throughout
the county,” Robinson said.

The Perth County Information
Network and PC Connect will meet
and discuss other options in January
2024.

PC Connect travels through Perth
County, Stratford, St. Marys, Lon-
don, and Kitchener-Waterloo. More
information about the transit ser-
vice and schedules can be found via
perthcounty.ca/en/pc-connect-tran-
sit-system.

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!
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Repurposing 24 St. Andrew Street
to preserve a piece of History

e

FUTUE THEATRE SPACE

The old archives building at 24 St. Andrew Street could be utilized as a small theatre space in the future.

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

At the December 11 council meeting, The City of Strat-
ford held a public meeting regarding a zone change for
land located around 24 St. Andrew Street and the greater
Perth County Campus at 1 and 5 Huron Street.

Alexander Burnett, City of Stratford planner, presented
the zone change application to the council and city staff
members, which would allow 24 St. Andrew Street to be
utilized as a small theatre space.

The current building is located within the City’s Her-
itage Conservation District, and re-using the existing,
vacant building is intended to conserve the heritage at-
tributes of the property and building. This proposal pre-
sented aimed to repurpose the building and save it from
demolition.

The proposed change is to rezone the old building, used
previously for the County of Perth Archives, into a small
theatre that could enhance the community. “No changes
are proposed to take place at the courthouse or the former
Service Ontario building as part of this application,” said
Burnett.

The purpose of this zone change is to rezone the prop-
erty from an Institutional Community (IN1) Zone that
permits a variety of institutional uses, including an au-
ditorium, a library, a municipal office, a place of worship
and a school, to a site-specific Institutional Community
Zone.

In addition to the already permitted uses of the proper-
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ty, this change would permit using it as a theatre, theatre
classroom, performing art studio, studio theatre, retail
store, theatre restaurant, and special event space. This
space will hold a maximum theatre capacity of 80 per-
sons and will not permit any additional parking.

24 St. Andrew Street is currently vacant but has been
considered for demolition in past years. Perth County and
The City of Stratford believe that revamping the space
and using it as a small theatre, it would conserve the her-
itage attributes of the property and building.

A Notice of the Application was sent to surrounding
property owners on November 16, and one community
member did attend the Council meeting to share her sup-
port of the change, “It's an absolutely beautiful building
that has sat empty for too long,” she said, “So having a
use that is complimentary to the area is great.”

The community member mentioned her concerns about
parking in the area, as it is said to be busy at times. Al-
though council also raised concerns regarding parking in
the area, City Planner Burnett noted this shouldn’t cause
a significant change in traffic due to theatre performances
generally taking place after business hours and on week-
ends.

Stratford City Council intends to consider this applica-
tion at a future regular council meeting where the mem-
bers of the council will have an opportunity for a full
discussion of the application after reading comments re-
ceived from the public at this time.

If anyone would like to receive further information of
this application, please email clerks@stratford.ca

The Skull, by Jon Klassen

@SPL: J FIC Klass

In this gorgeously-illustrated retelling [
of the Tyrolean folktale, a young girl [
named Otilla runs away. In her travels |§8 an f
through the woods, she comes across a
giant old house, where a skull lives. The
skull grants her shelter, under the condi-
tion that she help him escape something
of his own horror.

This winter, cozy up and embrace the
dark, cold atmosphere of Jon Klassen’s

Shelf Help
BHE: £ -7
SKRULL _ ®

LASSEN

The Skull. Chock-full of bravery, wit,
and wry humour, Klassen reimagines
the tale as an ode to the unspoken accep-
tance, trust, and understanding of beau-
tiful friendships. Perfect for any moody
6-10-year-old, The Skull brings a warm
and sweet twist to an otherwise delight-
fully macabre story.
Emma Brommer
Public Service Librarian
Stratford Public Library

Rhonda Ehgoetz
Acclaimed as Perth
County Warden

In an election held on December 7, 2023 at the Perth County’s
Paramedic Services’ Headquarters in Stratford, Perth County
Council acclaimed Rhonda Ehgoetz, the Mayor of Perth East,
as Warden of Perth County. The position of Warden is elected
by Council annually and held for a term of one year. The 2023-
2024 term will be the second for Ehgoetz as Warden.

Warden Ehgoetz has served twenty-three years in politics
with thirteen years serving on Perth County Council. She was
elected as Deputy Warden for 3 years from 2019-2022. During
her time on County Council, she has served as County repre-
sentative on many of the Boards and Committees.

“I want to thank Council Members for their trust in me to
fulfill this important role for a second term.” said Ehgoetz.
“We’ve accomplished a lot over the past year, and I look for-
ward to continuing that excellent work in the coming year. We
are in an exciting time at Perth County. Over the next year
we expect to see the completion of several important projects
such as the County’s New Official Plan and the completion of
construction at the Courthouse Campus. I have thoroughly en-
joyed my role and having the opportunity meet many residents
and stakeholders across Perth County.”

In addition to the election of Ehgoetz as Warden, Doug Kel-
lum, Deputy Mayor for North Perth, was acclaimed to the role
of Deputy Warden for a second term. “I am grateful for the op-
portunity continue to serve as Deputy Warden.” said Kellum.
“We have an excellent Council and I look forward to continu-
ing our momentum in cultivating opportunity in our vibrant
region.”

“On behalf of County staff, I want to extend my heartfelt
congratulations to Warden Ehgoetz and Deputy Warden Kel-
lum on their respective acclamations.” said Chief Administra-
tive Officer Lori Wolfe. “Staff are excited and eager to contin-
ue working together with Council over the coming year toward
the goals of our new Corporate Strategic Plan.”

Perth County Council is comprised of 10 members repre-
senting the four Lower-Tier Municipalities: The Municipality
of North Perth, The Township of Perth South, The Township
of Perth East, and The Municipality of West Perth). Below is a
list of current representatives on County Council.

Weekend Quiz

1) What did the Three Wise Men bring as gifts?

2) In the song “Jingle Bells”, what kind of sleigh is

mentioned?
3) What brings Frosty the Snowman to life?
4) Who plays Elf in “EIf”?

5) “All I Want For Christmas Is You” is sung by

who?
6) Which country does eggnog originate from?

7) Under which type of plant are people supposed to

kiss?
8) Where does Santa Claus live?
9) How many sizes did the Grinch’s heart grow?

10) In the song “12 Days of Christmas” what was
given on the 11th day?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 39
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Grlef and Loss during the Holldays 1th Rotary Hosplce

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Registered Social Workers Jaclyn
Turpin and Melissa McManus from Ro-
tary Hospice hosted a one-hour virtual

Franklin & Donna Hinz

Do what makes you
happy.

Look upon what gives
you joy. Listen to what
lifts your spirit. Speak to
those who warm your
heart.
Surround yourself with
sights and sounds and
people who make you
smile during this 2023
Festive Season.

Franklin E. Hinz
196 Ontario Street
STRATFORD
273-1633

{

Kirk Smith — Sales Representative

webinar to help educate those who have
experienced loss. This is the first of a
new quarterly webinar series hosted by
Rotary Hospice.

Turpin and McManus currently work
at Rotary Hospice and provide support
to residents and families who are there
supporting their loved ones. This in-
cludes providing follow up support to
family members with the hope to extend
the bereavement programming to com-
munity members in the new year.

Although working directly at Rota-
ry Hospice, the two wanted to extend
their reach and provide more support
to Stratford and beyond; therefore, they
will now offer online webinars related to
grief and loss topics.

“We are excited to be able to ex-
tend our reach in the community,” said
Turpin, “We want to support folks who
have been involved with the hospice and
also to those in the communities that we
know are grieving outside of the hos-
pice, as well.”

The December presentation was spe-
cifically related to grief and loss during
the holiday season. “We have kind of this
box of what grief looks like according to
our society, which can be very tricky,”
said Turpin, “We see examples on TV of
what grief should look like, and unfor-
tunately, these aren't realistic representa-
tions of our own experiences with grief.”

Turpin went on to discuss with those
in attendance how coping with grief and
loss can look different for each individ-
ual, and it could also look different day
by day.

The educational webinar discussed
that becoming more tired, having diffi-
culty eating or sleeping, increased sick-
ness and/or difficulty concentrating are
normal aspects of grieving. Turpin also
noted that grief in children can look dif-
ferent still. “The everyday life experi-
ence of someone who may be grieving
from a loss does not usually fit into a
perfect category and can be quite differ-
ent around the holidays,” said Turpin.

“The holidays are a time filled with
expectations,” said McManus, “Expec-
tations to attend holiday gatherings, ex-
pectations to be busy and to shop and

D:519.276.1968 www.ksmith@sutton.com @kirk.smith.realtor

www.suttonfirstchoice.com

GRIEF AND LOSS WEBINARS

(AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE PHOTO)

Registered Social Workers Melissa McManus and Jaclyn Turpin at Rotary Hospice getting

ready for the holidays

expectations to feel holiday joy. All of
this can be extremely difficult during the
holidays.”

These expectations can be difficult to
manage, but McManus said that prac-
ticing saying no, having a plan B or not
celebrating or decorating this year if you
choose are all healthy ways to manage
and cope with loss at your own pace.

The Rotary Hospice Registered So-
cial Workers also shared that being pa-
tient with yourself, setting boundaries
and giving yourself time to grieve are
all important steps to help the holidays
be more manageable during this time of
loss.

The two shared ways to help ease the
difficulty, and although not every recom-
mendation may work for everyone, it’s
common for comforting and memorable
experiences to help ease the pain of loss.

Baking or cooking a favourite recipe,
singing a favourite Christmas song, set-
ting a place for the deceased loved one at
the table for dinner during your holiday
meal or lighting a candle in memory are
all ways to help cope with grief and loss
around the holidays.

If you have loved ones who have expe-
rienced loss and will be alone this holi-
day, McManus notes that inviting them
to a holiday dinner, calling and texting
and asking them how you could sup-
port them during the season are all great
ways to reach out without overstepping
boundaries.

In March, McManus and Turpin will
host their next webinar on Firsts and
Grief Bursts. If you'd like more infor-
mation on hospice programming or
grief-specific resources, please reach out
to them at sw@rotaryhospice.ca.

PLEASE CALL TO BOOK YOUR
ESTIMATE APPOINTMENT

897 Erie St., Stratford, ON

Sutton Group - first choice realty., brokerage /

151 Downie St., Stratford NSA 1X2 [

[E Indepently owned & operated

519-273-4000
www.fixauto.com/stratford

Monday - Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm
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Famme & Co.'s fun way of
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DONATING FUN

back this Holiday
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The team at Famme and Co. loading up the House of Blessings van just in time for the

holidays.
AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Famme & Co Professional Corporation
of Chartered Professional Accountants
added some holiday cheer to the office
this year by giving back to their commu-
nity.

Each week, starting in November,
the team had a specific goal of collect-
ing high-need items from The House of
Blessing’s wish list, starting with cans of
soup. As the weeks went on, the staff col-
lected 81 pouches of baby food, 62 cans
of meats, 28 boxes of cereals, 38 boxes

May the joy and
peace that were

of crackers, and much more. One notable
item that House of Blessing specifically
requested was Kraft Dinner. When two
of the partners learned of this need, they
pitched in to donate 70 boxes in total.

Famme & Co. partners decided to spice
things up even more by providing a gift
card draw for staff members who made
donations. Each week, names of staff
members would be put into a draw to win
a gift card for a downtown business.

By making donating fun, the staff at
Famme & Co. were able to donate a van
full of high-need items to House of Bless-
ing this holiday.

present at the birth of

Christ be present in
your home this
season.
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Thank you for supporting our small family business!




December 22, 2023

Stratford Times

Changes to COVID-19 vaccine administration at

Huron Perth Public Health

In January 2024, Huron Perth Public
Health (HPPH) will shift its COVID-19
vaccine program and specifically focus
on providing COVID-19 vaccinations for
youth aged 11 and under at their clinics.

“We’ve been proud to work with
pharmacists and local healthcare pro-
viders this fall to ensure residents of
Huron-Perth had access to COVID-19
vaccinations,” says Dr. Miriam Klas-
sen, Medical Officer of Health for Huron
Perth. “While pharmacists and partici-
pating healthcare providers will continue
to provide COVID-19 XBB vaccinations
in the community, HPPH will focus on
ensuring access to youth aged 11 and un-
der.”

“Children are a priority population that
may also require a series of vaccine dos-
es to be protected,” notes a spokesperson
from HPPH, “In addition, access to pe-
diatric vaccination may be more limit-
ed (e.g., less access through pharmacies

because they may not vaccinate children
under age 5). Thus, the health unit needs
to maintain this service throughout the
respiratory season to ensure that children
are able to access and complete their vac-
cine series.

The response to COVID-19 has begun
to be incorporated into regular public
health work, including the discontinua-
tion of one-time COVID funding from
the provincial government. Because of
this, the health unit says they will not
have the capacity to continue to offer as
many COVID-19 vaccine clinics in 2024
as years past.

“This fall in Ontario, 75 percent of
COVID-19 vaccine administration has
happened through pharmacies,” said an
HPPH spokesperson, “Vaccines will con-
tinue to be available through participating
pharmacies and primary care providers.
Improving access is one effective strat-
egy to increase vaccine uptake; where

there are barriers, vaccination rates may
be lower.”

HPPH is urging community members
to get vaccinated for COVID-19, and ac-
cording to the HPPH Respiratory Activity
2023-2024 dashboard, there were 51 cas-
es of COVID-19 reported and four cas-
es of influenza reported in the last week
of November. In addition, there were 12
hospitalizations due to COVID-19 and
one hospitalization due to flu. Sadly,
since the start of the respiratory season,
seven residents of Huron and Perth have
died due to COVID-19.

“The holiday season has begun,” says
Dr. Klassen. “Please protect yourselves
and your loved ones by getting vacci-
nated against influenza, COVID-19 and
RSV, if eligible. Note that at this time in
Ontario, only residents of long-term care
homes and some retirement homes are el-
igible for RSV vaccine. It’s not too late to
get your vaccines to protect your families

and communities and enjoy a safe and
happy holiday season.”

Residents can reduce their risk and
their loved ones’ risk by staying up to
date on vaccines and using other means
of protection:

1. Wearing a tight-fitted, well-con-
structed mask in indoor public settings
for anyone at the highest risk of severe
infection and when in healthcare settings/
places with mask policies.

2. Staying home when you are sick and
wearing a mask until day ten from symp-
tom onset

3. Washing hands often

4. Covering your mouth when you
cough or sneeze

5. Regularly cleaning high-touch sur-
faces

6. Optimizing indoor air quality

7. If you are at high risk, speak with
your healthcare provider about antiviral
treatment options.

STRATFORD KIA CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED
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Rae Announces $4.59M
for Area Hospitals

On December 12, Matthew Rae, MPP
for Perth-Wellington announced that hos-
pitals in and servicing Perth-Wellington,
would receive $4,595,967 million through
the province’s Surgical Recovery Fund.

“Our rural healthcare system remains a
top priority for me,” Rae said. “This fund-
ing will improve surgical wait times and
provide care closer to home. I will contin-
ue to support our rural hospitals and the
important care they provide.”

The Surgical Recovery Fund is used by
hospitals to open operating rooms on eve-
nings or weekends to further reduce the
surgical backlog and surgical wait times.

"These funds are having an immediate
and positive impact on the HPHA Team -
Nurses, Medical Radiation Technologists
and Medical Device Reprocessing De-
partment Team Members.” Andrew Wil-
liams, CEO & President of Huron Perth
Healthcare Alliance said. “MPP Rae's

ongoing advocacy and support are helping
ensure the quality of care across our orga-
nization remains strong, and his efforts on
our behalf are truly appreciated.”

Funding was provided through two ap-
plication-based funding streams, the first
being the Surgical and DI Innovation and
Efficiency Program. This funding sup-
ports innovative solutions, tailored to lo-
cal need, to boost surgical capacity.

The second stream is the Surgical Path-
way Training Program, which aims to
grow the healthcare workforce by adding
and upskilling surgical health profession-
als. This includes those involved in sur-
geries every step of the way, from diagno-
sis, the procedure itself, and the recovery
process.

Nearly $1 billion has been invested over
3 years through the Surgical Recovery
Fund, returning the surgical wait list to
below pre-pandemic levels.

Surgical Recovery Fund: Surgical Pathway Training Program

Recipient

Listowel Memorial Hospital
North Wellington Healthcare
Stratford General Hospital
Groves Memorial Hospital
Guelph General Hospital

Amount
$ 11,352
$ 13,176
$ 74,612
$ 55,800
$ 81,394

Surgical Recovery Fund: Surgical and DI Innovation and Efficiency Program

Guelph General Hospital
TOTAL

$ 4,359,633
$ 4,595,967

W PLUMBING

Berger Plumhing is a full service company for all your plumhbing,
bathroom renovations and excavation needs! Fully licensed and
insured plumbers and gas fitters on staff.

919-214-0160
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ACASHTON'TI RE™.
SERVICE LTD.,

830 Queen St. E., St. Marys
519-284-3851

Qu ZRIDGESTONE TFirestone

HELP DEFINE THE FUTURE
OF PERTH SOUTH!

Perth South is updating its Strategic Plan and wants
to hear from you! Complete the online survey to help
define the future of your community.

Participate On- Line:
www.getinvolvedperthsouth.ca
Register and complete surveys.
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Have you ever walked by this plaque
on Wellington Street and wanted to
know more about John Luke Poett?

The Plaque reads, "Brandenberg-
er Block: erected by W. M. Bran-
denberger, included
amongst the people
and  businesses
here was John
Luke Poett, first
veterinary  sur-
geon of the North
West Mounted Po-
lice.”

John Luke Poett
was a graduate of
the Class of 1860,
Edinburgh, Scotland
Veterinary College.

In 1870 he moved to
Stratford with his two chil-
dren and his wife Merina. The town
was in the midst of a boom which fol-
lowed after the GTR moved its engine
shops from Toronto to Stratford. For
Poett, Stratford was especially attrac-
tive as it did not have its own veteri-
narian.

Despite this apparent opportunity,
Poett took nearly a year to open an of-
fice. His first advertisement appeared
in the Stratford newspaper in October
1871. It announced simply that John

Our Buildings Tell a Story
First RWMP Veterinary Surgeon

Poett, had opened an office and gave
the business hours as 8 A.M. to 6 PM.,
with the added note that he could be
reached at home after hours. No men-
tion was made of Poett's training or
experience and there was no
need to take such trouble
as he was now the only
veterinarian  adver-
tising in the paper.
John Poett 1894
Poett was in
Stratford for less
than three years
when an opportu-
nity arose which
profoundly affected
his career.
In May 1873, the Ca-
nadian parliament enact-
ed legislation which provided
for the establishment of a Mounted Po-
lice force in the Northwest Territories.
A skeletal outline of the structure and
organization of that force, which soon
became known as the North West
Mounted Police, was included in the
act. Among its terms was provision for
the appointment of a commissioned
veterinary surgeon whose annual sal-
ary was to be not less than $400 but
not more than $600. The position was
tailor-made for Poett so he decided to

FROM C OUR FAMILY.TO YOURS,

wishingiyoufa
ESafeland Happya
e

Hollday Season

FOLLOW US

f @
456 Erie Street, Stratford

www.savilepools.com

519-271-3787

JOHN LUKE POETT

apply. In 1874 he was officially ap-
pointed the first veterinary surgeon for
the North West Mounted Police.

His first task was to prepare 200
horses to travel to Manitoba for active
duty. The 800 mile trip was terribly
grueling. Poett faced the agonizing
task of keeping sick, starved and ex-

hausted horses in marching condition
and alive. He stayed in Winnipeg and
Swan Lake Barracks for three years
providing exemplary veterinary ser-
vices for the NWMP.

When he retired from service (reason
unknown) he had only a few options if
he wished to continue practicing vet-
erinary medicine in Canada. He was
only thirty-seven years old, but with a
wife and now six children he could not
delay a decision. He chose to return to
Stratford where he was known and had
achieved a certain respect. In early
September the local paper announced
Poett's return and his intention to be-
gin "prosecuting his profession of
Veterinary Surgeon for which he has
a first-class reputation." . Poett's office
opened for business with the promise
that "all diseases of the domestic ani-
mals would be carefully and scientifi-
cally treated. For the next seven years
Poett's advertisement appeared regu-
larly in the Stratford papers.

In 1884 he returned to the west with
his wife and six children for a nine
year second tour of duty with the
NWMP. He died in 1895 and was bur-
ied in Maple Creek, Saskatchewan.

Contributors: Paul Wilker and Gord
Conroy
www.streetsofstratford.ca

Franklin M. Loew 1939

Merina Poett wearing her “widow's weeds” in 1895
after John Poett died in 1895. She died in 1917 at the

age of 87 and was buried near her husband.

Poett first Ieft 1893, Maple Creek Saskatchewan
Source: Taken from the book Vet in the Saddle, by
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Stratford’s Special Olympics
athletes gearing up for 2024
Winter Nationals in Calgary

EMILY STEWART

Times Correspondent

Stratford will be represented through
Team Ontario and Team Ontario Curling
for the upcoming Special Olympics Win-
ter National Games, with seven local ath-
letes competing.

The Special Olympics Winter Nation-
al Games will run from February 27 to
March 2 in Calgary, Alberta with 4,000
people attending including athletes,
coaches, and volunteers.

Curlers include Curtis Bender, Dylan
Haynes, Tiffany Keller, Meghan O’Don-
ovan, Jacob Ponsford, and coaches Jane
Larkworthy and Dorie Woolrich. Mike
Keleman will be representing Stratford
in five-pin bowling. Mike Hitchcock will
be playing with London, Ontario’s floor
hockey team during the National games.

All the athletes are excited to head to the
National tournament.

“I'm looking forward to meeting some
new friends, new coaches, and old coach-
es. I look forward to going to Calgary and
having fun,” O’Donovan said.

"It's my first National game, so yeah, I'm
excited and proud,” Haynes said.

The curlers also enjoy playing the
sport together.

“It's been fun to work with them, hon-
estly,” Keller said. “We're together as a
team and listen to each other."

Special Olympics

[ o
Nzl

Ontario

§2% MATTHEW RAE

MPP — Perth-Wellington

“I feel we are all supportive of each
other,” Ponsford told the Stratford Times.
“We all have different skills and abilities
to contribute to our team.”

All athletes have extra time prac-
ticing in addition to their regular sessions.
The curlers practice twice a week, some-
times right after their regular meetings.
Keleman bowls extra games and Hitch-
cock travels to London to play floor hock-
ey in addition to training with the Strat-
ford team.

"We're trying to give them the best op-
portunity we can to reach their potential
- or exceed it as one of the coaches said,”
Larkworthy said. “They're doubling what
they would normally do for their sports for
this."

Special Olympics Stratford and Area
aims to raise $8,400 for costs tied to
the upcoming Winter Nationals such as
uniforms, travel expenses, and training
camps. Each athlete must collect 20 per
cent of the registration fee, and all have
either done so or exceeded that goal. Sup-
porters can either become a fan or donate
to the Crowd Change page.

"If we can make that $8,400, that would
be terrific. It would be wonderful,” Lark-
worthy said.

Visit specialolympicsontario.crowd-
change.ca/53355/team/24583 for more
information and to support the Special
Olympics Stratford and Area athletes.
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1-800-461-9701 ¢ 519-272-0660
matthew.rae@pc.ola.org ® matthewrae.ca

Hundreds of pounds of food

FORD
F%glﬁar:%-rssnwce

LOADING UP FOR A GOOD CAUSE

(GARY WEST PHOTO)

Constable Darren Fischer from Stratford Police Service, who helped in loading this Van at
Zehr’s for transport to Stratford’s House of Blessing last week.

GARY WEST

Times Correspondent

Stratford‘s House of Blessing has been
helping the needy in the Stratford and
Perth County community for decades.

When Christmas rolls around, the staff
and volunteers are so thankful to the com-
munity for the continued donation of food
and toys to make the season memorable
for everyone.

The House of Blessing sponsored a Food
Drive last week at Zehrs, Food Basics,
and No Frills, and at the end of the day,
they came away with 6,400
pounds of donated food.

The staff thanked all shoppers from all
over the region who were buying extra and
donating food so not one family would go
hungry at this time of year.

The House of Blessing staff are thankful
to members of the Stratford Police Depart-
ment and Perth County Paramedics for all
their help filling and packing their trucks
and vans again this Christmas season.

Joanne Lakin from the House of Bless-
ing stated, “They exceeded their numbers
for November and had close to 1,600 indi-
viduals who received food in that month,
up considerably from the same month one
year ago’.

Optimist Club of

Downie Inc.
| OPTI-CASH CALENDAR DRAW |

Dec. 10 Bill Gunn, Tavistock ............. $50.00
Dec. 11 Fred Olbach, St. Marys . .......... $50.00
Dec. 12 Mitchel Gomes, Kitchener ........ $50.00
Dec. 13 Pat Robinson, Sebringville . ....... $50.00
Dec. 14 Joanne Innes, St. Pauls .......... $50.00
Dec. 15 Duane Harmer, Mitchell .......... $50.00
Dec. 16 Val Stevenson, Caledon ......... $200.00
Dec. 17 Shirley Rats, Stratford ....... $50.00
Dec. 18 Gail Scheerer, Stratford ...... $50.00
Dec. 19 Brad Tinning, St. Marys ...... $50.00
Dec. 20 Austin Schmidt, Woodstock . . . $50.00
Dec. 21 Henry Groenestege, Sebringville $50.00
Dec. 22 Dave Beatty, Stratford ....... $50.00
Dec. 23 Dennis Darling, St. Marys ... $200.00

2024 CALENDARS ARE
) Franklin E. Hinz

196 Ontario Street, Stratford

519-273-1633
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2023 Annual Accessibility Award presented to
Grade 9 Student

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Andy Mark and Diane Sims, on behalf
of the Accessibility Advisory Committee,
presented the 2023 Annual Accessibility
Award to Nathaniel DeWeered, 14, at last
week’s City Council Meeting.

The Stratford Accessibility Adviso-
ry Committee (AAC) advises the City
Council on improving opportunities for
persons with disabilities. The commit-
tee also helps to provide feedback for the
identification, removal and prevention of
barriers for the full participation of ev-
eryone in the community.

The annual presentation of the Acces-
sibility Award is presented during the In-
ternational Day of Persons with Disabili-
ties on December 3, 2023. This day aims
to promote an understanding of disability
concerns and help to increase awareness
of accessibility issues that persons with
disabilities face within communities. The
day aims to acknowledge the political,
social, economic and cultural life of those
with disabilities.

Beginning their presentation with an
honorary mention, Sims spoke to Zac
Gribble, Executive Director at Desti-
nation Stratford, for his contribution to

ACCESSIBILITY AWARD

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Nathaniel DeWeered, 14, shaking hands with Councillor Cody Sebben at the December 11
council meeting after receiving the 2023 Annual Accessibility award

the City of Stratford by installing the
new public washrooms at the Boathouse.

From the Partners Famme & Co.
and staff at

™ 25 water St.N., St. Marys 519-284-1030
125 Ontario St., Stratford 519-271-7581
210 Oxford St. E., London 519-432-1663

Fréfessional Corpordiion
CHARTERED FROFESSIONAL ADCOUNTANTS

“Having your rounded, accessible, safe
washrooms is foundational,” said Sims,

“Having welcoming public spaces that
truly benefit and serve everyone in our
community is so important.”

“Each year, our committee honours this
day by acknowledging one business or-
ganization or individual in Stratford that
has worked hard to make Stratford more
accessible for the community,” said Sims,
“This year’s award is being presented to
a community member for their efforts in
making our community more accessible.”

This year, the 2023 Accessibility Award
was presented to DeWeered, who identi-
fied a StopGap ramp in one downtown lo-
cation and wondered why every business
with limited accessibility didn't have one.

DeWeered decided that he would ini-
tiate a service project with the local Ca-
dets’ group to assist with installing more
StopGap ramps around the community.
He then led a group of his peers to con-
struct and install 16 accessibility Stop-
Gap ramps throughout the community
and did so during his free time, on eve-
nings and weekends.

StopGaps ramps are custom-designed
to fit step heights between 2 feet and 9
feet. They are typically made of wood or
plastic. The ramps are intended to help
communities discover the benefits of bar-
rier-free spaces for everyone.

709 Erie St. * 519-273-3730
1040 Ontario St. * 519-271-1100
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Ralsmg awareness for the need for blood

STEWART GRANT
Publisher

Perth-Wellington M.P. John
Nater, in partnership with Ca-
nadian Blood Services, hosted
a blood donor clinic earlier this
week at St. Marys’ Pyramid
Recreation Centre to help en-
courage eligible Canadians to
begin donating in response to
the national blood shortage.

“It's free to do and it just takes
a little bit of time, but it can have
such a big impact on people’s
lives,” Nater said.

As Maureen Macfarlane, Com-
munity Development Manager
of Canadian Blood Services, ex-
plained to the Independent that
donating blood is not always top
of mind, adding that less than
4 percent of eligible Canadians
traditionally give. “Unless it af-
fects you personally, you often
don’t think about it. We try our
best to get out there and spread
the word.” Nater commented on
the per

Nater commented on the per-
sonal connection that he was
thinking of as he donated on
Monday night. “Our friend
Jim Aitcheson, Mayor of Perth
South... his daughter Kelly is
battling leukemia right now.
One of things that she’s talked

IT'SIN YOU TO GIVE

(STEWART GRANT PHOTO)

Maureen Macfarlane, Community Development Manager of Canadian
Blood Services, visited with blood donor John Nater, Perth-Wellington
M.P., on Monday night, December 11th. Nater was among approximately
100 citizens who donated at the blood donor clinic at the Pyramid Rec-

reation Centre in St. Marys.

about and that their family has
talked about is the importance
of blood donations for cancer

patients like her and so many
people across the country.”
According to national blood

inventory levels tracked at Ca-
nadian Blood Services’ website,
blood.ca, current stores of blood
type O-, O+, A+ are especially
needed.

Macfarlane told the Indepen-
dent, “O’s and A’s are always in
demand.” She explained that in
the case of emergency situations
for example where every second
counts, O- blood is given be-
cause it can be provided to any-
one. O+ is also quite versatile
in that it cab be given to anyone
with a positive blood type.

When asked about how people
would know what type of blood
they have, Macfarlane replied,
“When you donate, you get a
blood donor card in the mail and
it has your blood type on there.
If you download the GiveBlood
app, it tells you what your blood
type is but it will also tell you
what your bleed time is, your
hemoglobin, all these stats. It’s
an awesome app. You can get
into your appointments, and you
can book and change. And if you
ever want to create a team, peo-
ple can join your virtual team on
the app or on blood.ca.”

Uniondale native Keith Mitch-
ell, who has served as Nater’s
Legislative Assistant for the past
eight years, said that he uses the
GiveBlood app regularly. On

Monday, the 33-year-old was
giving blood for the 37th time.

“I try to make it the full 6
times a year,” said Mitchell.

According to Macfarlane, el-
igible males are able to give
blood as often as every 56 days,
while for women it is every 84
days. The difference in timing
has to do with iron levels.

Nater asked Maureen how long
blood could be preserved for.

“A whole blood unit is put
back to the lab and separated
into red blood cells, platelets
and plasma,” she began. “Plas-
ma we can freeze up to a year,
platelets can be kept only 7 days,
and 42 days for red blood cells.
Plasma is the only one that we
can freeze, and that’s why there
is always a constant need, es-
pecially with platelets; cancer
patients use a lot of platelets be-
cause they can’t receive chemo
treatment until their platelets are
at a certain level.”

The next blood donor clinics
in Stratford are on Tuesday, De-
cember 26th (1 to 8 p.m.), Tues-
day, January 30th (1 to 8 p.m.),
and Saturday, February 10th
(10 a.m. to 2 p.m.) at the Rotary
Complex. To book your appoint-
ment, visit blood.ca, use the
GiveBlood app, or call 1-888-
236-6283.

2024 Kia Seltos

2023 Kia Sportage

Sales, Service & Par’rs

Stratf@rd
Kia

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

New Cars Arriving Daily at Stratford Kia

2024 Kia Niro EV

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD

519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew
www.stratfordkia.com
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Warriors win three of four ahead of

-

STRATFORD WARRIORS
2023-24 Player Statistics
(through December 18, 2023)

PLAYER POS GP G APTS
Braydon Stumpf F 31 8 32 40
Michael Denney F 31 24 14 38
Carson Harmer F 29 16 21 37
Camden Daigle F 31 13 22 35
Cole Lewis F 31 14 18 32
Jaxon Broda D 28 7 15 22
Joey Brehmer F 31 9 12 21
Casey Bridgewater D 24 5 13 18
Drew Agnew F 29 5§ 9 14
Jacob Wiseman D 23 5 7 12
Haden Frayne D 27 2 10 12
Dylan Dundas F 26 4 4 8
Liam Gorman F 26 3 2 5
Rhyse Brown F19 2 3 5
Uil D 16 0 5 5| |NPERFECT POSITION
Tristian Huinink F 14 3 1 4
Zach Bell F 25 3 1 4
Evan Hjelholt D 24 0 4 4 | SPENCERSEYMOUR
Owen England D 24 1 2 3 Times Regional Reporter
Zachary Schooley F2s 1 2 3 With just one game remaining on the
Cole Brooks D 21 0 2 2| schedule before the holiday break, the
Keaton Bartlett D 10 0 1 1 | Stratford Hunter Steel Warriors sit in
e @ liegi F 9 0 1 1 third place iq the Midwestern C.onfer-

) o ence after winning three of their last
Gianmarco Caringi F 3 0 1 1 four games.
Trenten Bennett G 9 0 1 1 Their most recent victory came on De-
PLAYER RECORD GAA - SV% | cember 15th when the Warriors hosted
MathewPerdue 13010 324 907 | (he DRy Bodeere n an im0t e

Your health food

store for pets

123 Waterloo St. S., Stratford ON, N5A 4B3
519-305-7387
www.purepets.biz | purepetsstratford@yahoo.ca

Facebook @PurePets

period, Stratford trailed by a score of 3-1
and, cutting the lead to one, a powerplay
marker by the Rockets restored Strath-
roy’s two-goal advantage with just over
13 minutes left to play.

However, three goals by the Warriors
in five minutes and 13 seconds, two of
which were scored by Camden Daigle
and one by Joey Brehmer, not only erased
the Rockets’ lead but put the Warriors
ahead by one before eventually winning
6-4. Head Coach Dave Williams said
that, while you don’t want to fall behind
in the first place, he was happy to see the
Warriors continue fighting to make the
comeback.

“For the group to be able to work their
way back, especially after giving up the
goal that made it 4-2, it was impressive,”

(IMAGESHARK MEDIA CO. PHOTO)

Warriors defenceman Jaxon Broda slides to thwart a 2-on-1 pass attempt by Brantford in their December 8th GOJHL game at William Allman
Memorial Arena. Stratford won the game 5-2, giving goaltender Carter McDougall (also pictured above) his first win in a Warriors uniform.

Williams told the Times. “I thought there
was a fair bit of energy when we scored
early in the third but then to give up that
fourth goal seemed to zap that high of
getting back within a goal. That was a
moment in the game where we could have
gone in any direction but it was good to
see them continue working to battle their
way back and win the game.”

Carson Harmer had two goals in the
game including an empty-netter and
Drew Agnew also scored for the Warriors
in the third period. Agnew, a Dewitt,
Michigan native, now has points in three
straight games and in four of his last five.
Williams credited the six-foot-three for-
ward for doing a much better job of get-
ting into prime scoring areas.

CONTINUED TO PAGE 22

GOJHL S

Midwestern Conference
(Standings through December 18, 2023)

GP w L OTL T PTS
Elmira Sugar Kings 31 22 7 0 2 46
Listowel Cyclones 28 21 5 1 1 44
Stratford Warriors 31 19 9 3 0 41
KW Siskins 27 15 8 1 3 34
Cambridge Redhawks 29 16 12 1 0 33
Ayr Centennials 29 14 15 0 0 28
Brantford Bandits 30 6 23 1 0 13
Caledon Bombers 31 2 28 0 1 5

TANDINGS
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SPENCER SEYMOUR

Times Regional Reporter

The Stratford Bentley’s Fighting Irish
got a hat-trick from Ben Hawerchuk as
part of a 7-1 victory over the Alvinston
Killer Bees last Saturday, December 16th,
a win that ended the team’s three-game
losing streak.

Hawerchuk’s first of three goals came
justunder five minutes into the first period
against Alvinston. Matt Fuller scored the
eventual game-winner at the 10:44 mark
of the opening frame followed just 31 sec-
onds later by the second goal of the game
from Hawerchuk.

After the Killer Bees cut the lead to two
in the second period, Hawerchuk com-
pleted the hat-trick with two minutes and
50 seconds left on the clock. The Fight-
ing Irish then enjoyed another three-goal
period in the third as Ray Robbins, Justin
Murray, and Brody Smith each found the
back of the net. Stratford more than dou-
bled Alvinston in shots with a 46-21 shot
advantage. Zack Weir earned the win in
goal with a 20-save performance.

The win pushed the Fighting
Irish into sole possession of
fourth place in the WOSHL
standings, breaking a tie
with the Tilbury Blue-
birds who climbed
into a tie with Strat-
ford after the Fight-
ing Irish lost three in
arow. The second loss
sustained by Stratford
came on December
9th against the very
same Bluebirds.

After a scoreless first
period, the Warriors
took a 2-1 lead on Til-
bury in the second with goals
by Graham Brulotte and War-
ren Gorman. The Bluebirds, who

(FRED GONDER PHOTO)

HAT TRICK

Ben Hawerchuk #65 scoring his hat trick goal in his debut game with the Stratford Bent-
ley’s Fighting Irish. The other players for the Killer Bees are #35 Nolan Dekoning, #5 Owen
McGowan and #77 Josh Jamieson.

while shorthanded to take the game by a
score of 4-3. Despite the loss, Weir made
44 stops in Stratford’s crease.

While their loss to Tilbury came down
to overtime, the Fighting Irish’s loss to the

outshot the Fighting
Irish 48-37 in the
game, took a 3-2
lead in the third
with goals just

one minute Petrolia Squires on December 15th was
and 10 sec- not nearly as close on the scoreboard. De-
onds apart. spite narrowly outshooting the Squires by
Stratford a final total of 45-43, the Squires routed
managed Stratford in a 9-3 blowout.
to tie things Petrolia jumped out to a 3-0 lead in the
up on a pow- opening period, two of which came while
erplay mark- the Squires were shorthanded. After both
er by Matt teams scored twice in the second, includ-
Henderson ing a shorthanded marker by Gorman and
which even- a powerplay tally by Spencer Mills, the
tually forced Squires once again dominated the score-
overtime. However, sheet in the third, outscoring Stratford

four-to-one en route to a 9-3 final score.
Petrolia’s four goals in the third period

just 61 seconds into the extra frame,
the Bluebirds potted the game-winner

Mark Dewan honoured by OFSAA

STEWART GRANT
Publisher

St. Mike’s teacher Mark Dewan
was recently named a recipient of the
OFSAA Leadership in Sport Award.
The honour is presented annually to a
teacher-coach who has made a signif-
icant contribution to the educational
athletic program.

Dewan has been a mainstay in the
St. Mike’s athletic program

ture racing, and mountain biking. In
total, his teams have reached OFSAA
an astounding 54 times.

is supporting various Warrior teams
and helping to preserve cherished high
school memories by taking profession-
al sports photos.

well-deserved award.

When Dewan is not coaching, he

Congratulations to Mark on this

since 1995. Over the years, WOSHL STANDINGS

he has coached track and .

field, cross-country, Nordic (Standings through December 18, 2023)

skiing, swimming, adven- GP W L OTL T PTS
Tillsonburg Thunder 13 11 2 0 0 22
Petrolia Squires 15 10 5 0 0 20

s AVE Strathroy Jets 16 9 7 0 1 19
Stratford Fighting Irish 14 8 6 0 2 18

I_oc AL* Elora Rocks 14 7 7 o 1 15

- Tilbury Bluebirds 13 8 5 0 0 16

Alvinston Killer Bees 11 6 5 0 1 13

s H 0 P Woodstock Lakers 14 7 7 0 0 14
Dunnville Aeros 15 5 10 0 2 12

LOCAL. Delhi Flames 13 5 8 0 1
Orangeville Blitz 16 1 15 0 0 2

Fighting Irish end three -game losing skid

came in a span of just two minutes and 49
seconds.

Stratford ends the 2023 portion of their
schedule with a visit to the Delhi Flames
this Saturday, December 23rd, before
hosting the Lakers from Woodstock next
Friday, December 29th.

STRATFORD FIGHTING IRISH
2023-24 Player Statistics
(through December 18, 2023)
PLAYER POS GP G APTS
Ray Robbins F 10 7 6 13
Cooper Leitch F 13 5 6 11
Dylan Buckholz F 14 5 6 11
Sean O'Brien F 8 2 11 13
Ryan O'Bonsawin D 12 5§ 4 9
Cameron Stokes F 7 2 6 8
Matt Fuller D 12 2 8 10
Warren Gorman F 12 4 8 12
Matt Henderson D 13 4 6 10
Riley Coome D 11 3 3 6
Matt Granger D 13 2 4 6
Graham Brulotte F 11 5 11 16
Justin Murray D 6 3 5 8
Brody Smith F11 3 2 5
Mav Petrie F 13 2 2 4
Zachery Tierney D 3 1 2 3
Colin Martin F14 1 2 3
Sebastien Nogueira F 14 0 3 3
Michael Finlay D 8 1 1 2
Steven DeGroot F 1 1 2
Mason Goldie F 1 0 1
Spencer Mills F 10 1 2 3
Curtis Nogueira F11 0 1 1
PLAYER RECORD GAA - SV%
Darren Smith 3-1-0 3.75 .907
Zach Weir 5-4-0 3.07 910

1| 1 519-275-7663

STRATFORD

WQEW,RS Hunter Steel
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UPCOMING GAMES
Friday, January 5 - 7:30pm

WARRIORS

vs Cambridge - Allman Arena

Friday, January 12 - 7:30pm
vs Brantford - Allman Arena

Sponsored by
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Warriors win three of four ahead of 2023 finale

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

“Drew has done a better job here lately
at getting to that inside ice. It’s no secret
that most of the goals that get scored come
within 10 to 15 feet of the net. It’s just hav-
ing that willingness and commitment to get
to those spots and battle when you get there
and Drew has done a much better job at do-
ing that more consistently.”

Just 48 hours before grounding the Rock-
ets, the Warriors travelled to LaSalle for
a cross-conference battle with the Vipers.
Unlike their future win against Strathroy,
the Warriors couldn’t complete a third-pe-
riod comeback, falling 5-3 on the road.
LaSalle scored four goals in the final eight
minutes and 19 seconds of the second period
which Williams felt was the only prolonged
stretch of lacklustre play by his group.

“There was a lot to like about our game.
We just had eight or 10 minutes in the second
period when we struggled. We struggled
with managing the puck, decision-making,
and our awareness on the ice. When you’re
playing a good team in their rink, some
nights they are going to take advantage of

those opportunities. I thought we got
off to a good start after a long bus ride
and for good stretches of the game,
we played quite well.”

“We had several good op-

portunities for us to score
early in the game and I
thought their goaltender
was quite good,” Wil-
liams continued. “We got
ourselves back into it in
the third and got it back with-
in one but against good teams, it’s
tough to overcome those deficits. But I did
think there were many positives in how we
played.”

In the third, Harmer scored for Stratford
on a powerplay assisted by Brehmer and
Haden Frayne. Later in the period, the third
member of that forward line Cole Lewis
found the back of the net, but the Vipers
hung on and added an empty-net goal in the
dying seconds to secure the win.

The trio of Brehmer, Harmer, and Lewis
has been a major bright spot for the War-
riors as of late. Before being held off the

scoresheet against the Rockets, Lewis
had recorded goals in five straight and
in seven of his last nine.

“That whole line of Car-

son, Joey, and Cole, all

guys we’ve mentioned and
they’ve  complimented
each other well. The way
they are playing together
has allowed them to all
find such strong statistical
results. Cole plays a very com-
plete game. He is a good example for
all of our players when it comes to playing
that 200-foot game. He is willing to go to
those hard areas, he’s willing to get to that
inside ice and the net front, and he’s will-
ing to do the dirty work to get rewarded. He
just plays the game the right way and does
it consistently.”

As for Brehmer and Harmer, their pro-
duction has also been consistently strong
recently with Brehmer having points in five
straight and nine of his last 10, while Harm-
er has scored four goals and 10 points in his
last four outings.

Send in your sports reports y

“Joey
plays a pret-
heavy
game. He

Coaches and/or parents are invited to send in your
sports reports and pictures to the Stratford Times
to let Stratford and area know how your teams are
doing throughout the 2023/24 season (and to create
some great scrapbook material to be reflected upon
in future years).

Game reports should be kept to a maximum of 100

words. Please include a brief description of what
happened during your games, including the names
of those who scored and any special efforts made
by your players.

Please have all reports and pictures in by the end
of the month by emailing stratfordtimes@gmail.
com.

brings

some intan-
gibles be-
yond scor-
ing. He’s
a guy who

is always

heavy on pucks and does a good job along
the wall in our end. He’s good at hunting
down pucks on the forecheck. I think Joey
has been getting these opportunities earli-
er in the year, but he was struggling to get
the puck off his stick a little bit faster. His
getting pucks to the net a bit quicker has
allowed him to capitalize on more chanc-
es because he typically has that presence
around the blue ice and it’s good to see a
guy like that get rewarded.”

“I think Carson is playing with the most
confidence he has to this point, not that he
had any reason not to be really confident in
his play. But I think the success he’s had re-
cently has given him even more confidence
to make more plays and the right plays. He
has a really good 200-foot game and he’s a
highly-skilled player who plays with a fair
amount of grit. Night in and night out, he’s
one of our most consistent performers.”

The Warriors also picked up wins over the
Brantford Bandits and Caledon Bombers
earlier this month. First, on December 8th,
Stratford outshot the visiting Bandits 51-26
en route to a 5-2 win. Lewis and Harmer
each had three-point games while Carter
McDougall made 24 saves in the Warriors’
crease.

Stratford then was on the road on Decem-
ber 10th to visit the Bombers in Caledon
who they routed by a score of 9-2. Matt Per-
due stopped 26 of 28 shots to earn the win
in net while Michael Denney had a four-
point night that included a hat-trick. Daigle,
Harmer, Brehmer, and Braydon Stumpf all
had three-point games.

!
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The greatest gift of all is to
spend Christmas with
those you love.

Wishing You Happy

Tri-County
Mennonite Homes
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15U Stratford Stingers Black
competed in the Challenge
Cup in Strathroy

N

L L -
(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

TAKING HOME GOLD!

Front row (left to right): Liv Leppington, Paige Witschi
Back row: Coach Brad Hernden, Abbie Straus, Vivienne Kouwenberg, Lilli Laviree, Willow
Kraft, Coach Lori McCabe

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

ond and 15-12 in the third.
Moving onto the afternoon, Stratford
Stingers Black took Twin Bridges with an

Times Correspondent

Light up Stratford contest
winners & runner ups

Judges from the volunteer Civic Beau-
tification and Environmental Awareness
Committee (CBEAC) have selected the
winners and runners-up in its annual
Light Up Stratford Contest, which first
began in 1994. Residents of Stratford
and the surrounding area are encouraged
to take a drive and enjoy the decorations
in the five Stratford Wards and the com-
mercial/industrial/business sector.

Here are the results. Winners are listed
below with the runners-up for each Ward
in parentheses.

Avon Ward: 31 Cody St.

(175 Bradshaw St.)

Falstaff Ward: 312 Cobourg St.

(299 Devon St.)

Hamlet Ward: 202 John St.

(119 Patricia Rd.)

Romeo Ward: 38 Morgan St.

(16 & 18 College St.)

Shakespeare Ward: 238 Louise St.
(124 Railway Ave.)

Commercial/Industrial/Business:
Winner — Orr Insurance — 50 Cobourg St

Honourable mention - Bradshaws 129
Ont St., Retro Kello 65 Albert St., Saville
Pool & Spa 456 Erie St.

Thank you to all the Stratford residents
and businesses who gave so much of
their time and effort to light up and make
Stratford sparkle. Our judges had a hard
time picking just one winner and one
runner up in each ward. As you drive
around you will see all the wonderful
displays. Thank you to our sponsors Orr
Insurance and Dordel Awards from the
local community who helped us make
this happen.

(«

2 synterra

SKINS SPIEL

The 15U Stingers Black travelled to
Strathroy last weekend to compete in the
16U Girls Challenge Cup against nine
other teams from across Ontario. Despite
only having six players, they came out on
top.

In their first game, the Stingers Black
took on Rose City, ending in a strong win,
beating them 25-11 in the first set and 25-
19 in the second. Later, playing against the
Chatham Ballhawks had a close first set,
losing 21-25, but later came back with two
strong sets, beating them 25-20 in the sec-

easy win, 25-21 in the first and 25-8 in the
second. In the quarter-final game, Strat-
ford Stingers Black again took on Twin
Bridges, sweeping them 25-7 in the first
and 25-9 in the second.

During a close gold medal game, the
Stingers Black played Chatham Ball-
hawks, leading in the first set 25-21 but
losing in a tough fight 27-25 in the second.
Thankfully, the Stratford Stingers Black
came out on top in the final set, winning
15-10 and taking home gold.

MONTEITH

RITSMA vLaw OFFICES
PHILLIPS

Besk Wishes.for o Mersy Chrisbmas. ande

Kathryn Ritsma, Andrew Phillips, Matt Orchard, Katie DeBlock Boersma, Ryan Bagnell,
Cate McCorquodale, Michelle Jowett, James Burns, Lori Millian & Staff

6 Wellington Street
(5619) 271-6770
www.stratfordlawyers.com

Y

JANUARY 20th, 2024
$400 Entry Fee per team
Includes:
Cash & Prizes, 2 meals,
three 6 end games, side games
The Synterra Skins Spiel is a unique twist on curling
where teams compete for cash prizes each end
played. It's a fast-paced, strategic bonspiel where
every slide could mean winnings. Join us for some

thrilling curling action and the chance to sweep up
both bragging rights and cash rewards on the ice.

Synterra Skins Spiel
Where skill meets payout with every throw!

8:30am and 10:00am draws available
Contact: Jason Clarke - manager@stmaryscurling.ca

LTS
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COWBELL

0 RAIL *‘1
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Snowmobile volunteers prepping trails and hoping

GARY WEST

Times Correspondent

Volunteers in Perth County are thinking positively
about winter activities.

Pictured are North Easthope Snowmobile Association
members, who were busy installing orange “trail mark-
ers” on the weekend beside Road 106. The group is hop-
ing for snow that will get their snow machines humming.

The Snowmobilers were out on their 4-wheelers earlier
this week setting up the winter trail to keep everyone safe
this winter. At the same time, they thanked all landown-
ers and farmers for allowing their sport to happen safely.

The approaches at the roadways snowmobilers will
travel across, including stop signs and trail maps, were
also installed by volunteers three weeks ago. As the
markers were being sledded into the frost-free ground,
the North Easthope Snowmobile Association members
could be heard singing, “Let it snow, let it snow, let it
snow.”

District 5

Ontario Federation
of Snowmabile Clubs

LUNCH < DINNER * LATE

ilhvs,
“h:.;‘__ﬂ'

MARKING THE TRAILS
Pictured from L-R Greg Ankenmann, Danny Schurink, Nathan Brenneman, Brad Wettlaufer, Bo Schurink, Alex Van Klav-
eren, and Kayde Eichler. (Absent Tooke Zehr)

for snow in Perth Countyl .,

~ (GARY WEST

NIGHT

*ﬁ-"

92 DOWNIE STREET, STRATFORD . 519 271.3939
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A Christmas Concert in support of the
St. Marys lerary Food Pantry

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Harmony of Friends, a local musical
band, is hosting their annual concert with
special guest Lanny Hoare at Holy Name
of Mary Church in St. Marys on December
22, starting at 7:30 p.m. There is no cost for
entry; however, Harmony of Friends will
be accepting monetary donations, which
will go directly towards the Library Food
Pantry in St. Marys.

Harmony of Friends will be playing mu-
sic to coincide with the Christmas story,
which will play as a multimedia presenta-
tion in the background during the musical
performance. This heartfelt event will also
have Hoare depicting the character of The
Innkeeper, where he will tell the story from
a new perspective. “The Innkeeper's story
is unique,” said Tom Donati, Bandmate and
one of the event organizers, “The Innkeep-
er’s side of the story of what actually hap-
pened that night, from his point of view,
which really hasn’t been seen before. "

“Some songs are traditional, and some
will be contemporary,” said Donati,
“You’ll hear classics, like Silent Night, but
it'll be our version of the song, so still a
classic, but in a new way.”

The Band has hosted this event for a
number of years at several churches across
Perth-Huron, and each year, it’s a “packed
house,” says Donati. “We’ve gotten bigger
and stronger because of the church com-

A Chris ?{mas bmef:* camer-.f-

for the Library Food Bank Pantry

HARMONY
OF FRIENDS

with sFec-i.:x.r guevf' Lannq Hoare

December 22nd. 1:30PM

H afy

19 K |.|'11 54 NS4 lil."..‘lru" JI

Join us for No Room at the Inn, a live
multimedia presentation of the Christmas Story. |

Admission by donalion. Please give generously to -
g 51000 to support
our community members in need.

help us reac h our goal of raisi

Nﬂl"ﬂE EJ'F Mﬂ'l"‘t CI’JL-II"Ch

MUCH-NEEDED LOVE FOR THE HOLIDAYS 05 Hoosmsasisce woro

Tom Donati, Harmony of Friends band member, presented a one thousand dollar cheque to
Rebecca Webb, Library Services Coordinator at the St. Marys Public Library, to help fill the
shelves at the Library Food Pantry before the holidays.

munity and the community as a whole.”
This year, Harmony of Friends specifi-
cally chose to support the local Library
Food Bank due to the great
need within the communi-
ty. Donati notes that he has
personally witnessed more
people in St. Marys who
need support, and he, along

with the rest of the band, wanted to do
something about it.

Because the event will take place on
December 22, the group wanted to donate
before the holiday rush; therefore, decided
to pre-emptively support by donating one
thousand dollars right away. “We wanted
to give the money now so they can use it
in time for Christmas,” said Donati, “Any-

thing over and above the one thousand
dollars will be collected that night and
given to the Library Food Pantry in the
new year to keep their shelves full.”

Donati presented a cheque with the do-
nation amount on December 11, 2023,
confident the community will come to-
gether and be able to exceed this during
the performance on the 22nd.

Speaking with Rebecca Webb, Library
Services Coordinator at the St. Marys
Public Library, she notes the need is con-
tinuously increasing in town, and finan-
cial donations are always a blessing. “We
love to get monetary donations from the
community; although we love all types of
donations, financial support allows us to
purchase specific items that we know are
needed.”

What started in 2022 as a way to fill
the gap, the Library Food Pantry has be-
come a way for all community members,
especially those who may not qualify for
other means of support, to access weekly
supplies of grocery staples that they need.
“There's no income testing, so we don't
ask any questions,” said Webb, “There's
no registration required. Anybody can
come; they can take what they need.”

Regarding the No Room at the End mul-
timedia concert, “Everyone is welcome,”
said Donati, “If you can donate, great; if
you can’t, please still come and enjoy the
night.”

No Room at the Inn will be playing at
Holy Name of Mary Church, located at
149 King Street North in St. Marys; all
are welcome to listen to the Christmas
story and enjoy a fresh take on Christmas
musical classics, all while supporting the
community.

“Christmas brings friends and family together.
It he[ps us appreciate the love in our lives we can
oﬁen take for granted. May the true meaning
of the Christmas season ﬁ“ your heart and

home with many b[ess'mgs.

Merry Christmas from
Our Home to Yours!

YANTZP

Home

HOME DESIGN

MART

985434 Perth-Oxford Rd, Tavistock, ON | 519.655.2014

Tavistock

Home Hardware
24 Woodstock St S, Tavistock, ON | 519.655.2943

building centre
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What’s happemng at the lerary thls Holiday season

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Stratford Public Library is bursting
with fun this holiday to keep everyone of all
ages busy during their Winter Breah Bash.

The all-day fun during the break will
include classic activities like Movin' and
Groovin' Story Time, Maker Mania, Baby
Steps Story Time, STEAM Team Chal-
lenge, Story Starters, Marble Mania,
Simply Storytelling and Creation Station
throughout the holiday break.

Liz Anderson, MakerSpace & Market-
ing Librarian, said, “Morning programs
are gealed towards younger children, but
everyone is welcome at all events.” For
more information on the fun, daily events
happening at the library, please visit www.
splibrary.ca/winterbreak.

“The other really exciting event we have
on is the Tales and Trails initiative over at
the Stratford Perth Museum,” said Ander-
son, “We've set up a story trail so you can
read the book Picture a Tree by Barbara
Reid. She's done the most incredible illus-
trations using plasticine. The story can be
read as you walk along the nature trails at
the museum.”

This fun and unique event is a perfect
outdoor activity for families of all ages, and
everyone is welcome to visit and experience
the trail. For more information on Talesand G|FT GIVING GUIDE

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Trails, please visit www.splibrary.ca/tale- Brittany Meadows, Public Service Librarian at Stratford Public Library, holding a copy of
sandtrails. the Holiday Gift Guide, meant to help you find the perfect gift for the book lover in your life.
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Merry ¢ Christmas
to the Stratford Community!

From: The Delmar Foods Team
Pam, Gerry, Chloe
Joseph, Marie, Paula, Cindy & Avery

%H@E&MA@FQQDS
Raciory [food Ouilet

Y&l 25 S Service Rd, St. Marys, ON ¢ 519.349.3022
Weekdays - 9-6 « Weekends 10-5

% DELMARFOODS

BRING IN THIS COUPON TO RECEIVE
$5 OFF PURCHASE OF $50
a2z G110 OFF PURCHASE OF $100
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Stratford Public Library will also host a fun
event called Nightlight Stories on January 4
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m., which is also be-
ing held at the museum. “People can walk
the trail to read books and also do indoor
activities like songs, crafts, stories, and lan-
tern making,” said Anderson.

Picture a Tree by Barbara Reid will be
available from now until March 31 at the
museum and is supported by the Stratford
Perth Museum and the Rotary Club of
Stratford. For more information, please vis-
it www.splibrary.ca/nightlight

The wrapped books program at the Strat-
ford Public Library is now complete. How-
ever, the space on the library's main floor
will feature staff favourites from 2023,
such as books, movies, puzzles, and maker
kits for everyone of all ages.

And finally, for the last-minute shopper,
a Best Bets Guide Booklet is available at
the library. The Public Service Librarians
have created a holiday Buying Guide for the
book lovers in your life. This booklet will
feature different lists, such as For the Sky
Diving Granny in Your Life,” said Brittany
Meadows, Public Service Librarian, “And
will also feature lists like, For the Escape
Room Enthusiast, For your Tik Tok Loving
Teen, For the person curious about oth-
er people's lives, and many more fun and
unique lists.”

Stop at the Stratford Public Library
during regular business hours to learn more
about upcoming holiday programs.

3
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SCOTTISH"WSHOP

Visit us in store at 80 Ontario Street
Open 7 Days a Week
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WENDY LAMOND

After a 42 year career, Paramedic Jeff Sager retires

Times Correspondent

After a 42-year career, Paramedic Jeff
Sager has retired.

Jeff Sager, who was born and raised in
St. Marys, has recently made the difficult
decision to retire from his role as a para-
medic, leaving behind a long career of
compassion, leadership, and unwavering
commitment to the community.

Jeff’s career started when he graduat-
ed with honours from Conestoga College
Ambulance and Emergency Care pro-
gram as well as the Advanced Emergen-
cy Medical Care Assistant program.

This would be the beginning of a long,
dedicated career that would take him
from early days in Wiarton as an Ambu-
lance Officer to Stratford General Hos-
pital and Stratford Ambulance Service
where he was a paramedic and Assistant
Operation Manager.

Throughout that time, Jeff graduated
with honours from Humber College’s
Ambulance Management Program show-
ing a commitment to continuous learning
that would help his career and be able
to better assist those in his path that he
could help.

The next 23 years, he was Paramedic
Commander then acting Deputy Chief/
Commander for Perth County Paramed-
ic Services but also took on various roles
from fleet vehicle maintenance to sched-
uling, asset inventory and public rela-

tions assignments.

Jeff was not only a paramedic but also
a face of Perth County Paramedic Ser-
vices in the community. He participated
in special events like the International
Plowing Matches, concerts, career days,
Evan’s Touch the Truck events bringing

Wishing Everyone

from the staff

of
NAPA* AUTOPRO

ELDON INGRAM LIMITED
383 Huron Street
519-271-4941

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
ORNG to the event, mock disasters and
emergency management exercises.

Although Jeff’s career has many high-
lights, a paramedic’s job also has many
challenges and emotional trauma’s as
they are often first on the scene for a vari-
ety of situations.

Jeff, reflecting on his career comment-
ed, “We work with the ill, the injured, the
dying, mental health cases, undesirable
conditions and people of all sorts, the
families and relatives, other care givers
and yet death-defying acts sometimes re-
ally do end in death”.

The emergency services job is a 24
hour, 7 days a week operation that never
stops and will often lead to PTSD in this
line of work.

He has had a couple of defining mo-
ments in his career that stand out the
most. One being a tragic accident involv-
ing a church group of children that left a
lasting impact and emotional toll on him
emphasizing the importance of mental
health support needed for those that dedi-
cate their lives to helping others.

The other was when he was at a pre-
sentation at the Mitchell High School and
met student Jenna Chappel. Jeff noticed
that Jenna was very emotional and fol-
lowing the presentation he approached
her and asked if he could assist. Jen-
na told the story of how her father and
younger brother were killed in a car acci-
dent the year earlier and as it turned out,
Jeff was the Commander on duty for that
call. A connection was made between

that two and they have stayed in touch
since then.

In his career Jeff has delivered six ba-
bies, saved four lives from cardiac arrest,
and has assessed and treated more than
22,000 patients which has involved many
neighbours, friends, and family during
those calls.

What is next for Jeff? In 2021 and
2022, he completed the Wedding/Funeral
Officiant, Pastoral Chaplain Course and
was then after completed the Lay Pasto-
ral Minister Course.

He will be taking part in baptisms,
weddings, elopements, renewals, funer-
als, and celebrations of life. He will also
be helping at Andrew Hodges Funeral
Home and Greenwood Court in Strat-
ford.

One of the next steps for Jeff is that he
is now the Chaplain for the Town of St.
Marys Fire Department.

Drawing on his experience from his
career, he acknowledges the challenges
and stressors faced by First Responders
and traumas that remain hidden beneath
the surface and can now help others. He
will be leading talk sessions with the fire
department and will be there for them
after coming back from emergency re-
sponses where some extra support and
guidance is needed to help cope. One
of his passions is picture taking which
he will help with training and different
events for the fire department.

Fire Chief Richard “Andy” Anderson
commented on having Jeff at the firehall
“Having Jeff as Chaplain was the miss-
ing piece of the puzzle.

He is 24/7 and he takes care of the fire-
fighters and has brought so much wealth
of knowledge from his career and is an
integral part of the department”.

Leaving a long, challenging career
such as Jeff’s, makes one want to give
out many thanks as this work not only
affects the paramedic themselves but
co-workers, family, and friends.

Jeff would like to thank his wife Deb,
their kids Ryan, Amanda, Tyler, families
and siblings for their love and support.
Also, all the Allied Agencies that he has
worked with over the years and the hos-
pitals in Perth County especially the ER
departments.

A special thanks goes out to Julie Jef-
frey, who Jeff worked with for years,
her husband David and family for their
on-going love and support.

In retirement, Jeff will also be spend-
ing some quality time at his happy place
in Sauble Beach. He leaves behind not
only a professional legacy but a testament
to the resilience of the human spirit in all
the lives that he has touched. Thank you
for your commitment to our community.
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Inaugural Stratford Winter Film Festival coming
this February

LISA CHESTER

Times Correspondent

A new festival is coming to
town just in time to pull us out of
the winter blues that inevitably
hit in February each year.

The Stratford Winter Film
Festival (SWFF) is the brain-
child of a trio of transplants who
bring with them a broad skillset
that they feel ready to take on
this project. The three men, Les-
lie Marsh, Craig Sangster, and
Bruce Maclnnes, who have been
here a few years now, found that
there wasn’t much going on in
town during the winter, partic-
ularly February, so they brain-
stormed what they could do to
bring together something the
community could embrace.

“We all enjoy films; it was re-
ally born out of what we could
pull off in terms of something
we could do in February when
there’s not a lot to do that would
stimulate a certain amount of
business that everyone could get
a hold of and be predominately
indoors, use accommodations
and things like that. It’s not that
we are film experts or festival
experts; we just landed on some-

thing we thought we could do,”
explains Sangster.

In the short term, they are hop-
ing to sell six hundred passes
and pair up with local business-
es to cross-promote stimulating
more seasonal business for the
Festival weekend.

In the first year, they will work
out the mechanics of ticket sales,
social media promotion, curat-
ing films, and the many other
details that need attention in the
six months it takes to put it to-
gether.

The theme of SWFF is music,
food, and history. “Many people
come to Stratford for the food;
music? Well, we could use more
music and musical-related stuff
because Stratford has a great
history in music. And history,
it’s an old part of Canada, and
Stratford is proud of its histo-
ry, so we are trying to have as
broad an appeal as possible,”
said Marsh. “Certainly, these are
things we are passionate about
and reasonably well versed in
and have opinions on, and they
have a broad appeal. We want to
appeal with as many as possible,
so they are safe categories,” Ma-
clnnis adds.
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SUNDAY 11"
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The films are being curated
with a collective and coopera-
tive approach. The group has
solicited various businesses
and stakeholders for what they
thought were their favourite
films in each category.

From these twenty or so so-
licitations, they have curated a
master list and, from there, will
choose the ten or twelve that
will be showcased during the
weekend of February 9 to 11.
“We're trying to have a univer-
sal appeal for the first year as
a kind of proof of concept, but
certainly, we are doing this for
the audience. Here’s something

we would like to share. I can
tell you in my family, there are
a couple of kids; they’re teen-
agers. There are so many mov-
ies from years ago that I would
like them to see that I wish they
had seen. So, this is the kind of
stuff we’re putting in the festival
so that a family from Toronto or
Kitchener or Stratford will come
because there’s a film they want
to share,” said Sangster.

While SWFF may contribute
to the cultural scene in Strat-
ford, it is with the community
in mind that the trio endeavours
to bring an opportunity to cre-
ate meaningful memories. “We

would love SWFF to become a
platform to showcase local tal-
ent for filmmakers, but that’s not
year one. We will concentrate on
community first and work out
the details,” said Sangster.

The Festival will be held in
five different venues over the
three-day weekend. These in-
clude Revival House, Avondale
Church, Grayson Mills, Factory
163 and Little Prince Cinema.
Passes cover all three days and
cost $99 each.

For more information, ticket
purchases and Film announce-
ments, please visit the website
stratfordwinterfilmfestival.ca.
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To Raise Empathetic Children, Lead by Example*
Studles show time spent with grandchildren confers benefits to both parties

THOMAS R VERNY, MD

Times Contributor

Many parents see the task of
parenting as transforming a cry-
ing, hungry, wild little child into
a civilized being, like them, of
course. Actually, the exact oppo-
site is true. Much recent research
is finding that children start life
with a nobility of soul and spirit.
Sadly, before long their well of
loving kindness is gradually poi-
soned by their care givers. How
does this happen and what can
we do to nurture rather than de-
stroy the inherently good nature
of children?

Before we look at some these
recent studies, let’s get our terms
straight. The word altruism refers
to behavior that is voluntary and

Fitness.

Fun.
Results.
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intended to benefit others, be they
animal or man, even at the risk of
harming oneself.

A fundamental motivating
force of altruism is empathy.
Empathy is the ability to sense
other people's emotions, coupled
with the ability to imagine what
someone else might be think-
ing or feeling while sympathy is
our relief in not having the same
problems. Empathy and compas-
sion are part of the same percep-
tion and response continuum that
moves human beings from obser-
vation to action.

We have known for a long time
that babies cry when they hear
other babies cry and, once they
have enough physical compe-
tence, they sooth others in dis-
tress.

Harriet Rheingold was the
first to describe how infants at
18 months of age spontaneously
pitched in to help in a variety of
household chores. The research
on infants’ helping behavior was
then revitalized about 15 years
ago through the seminal works
of Warneken and Tomasello who
found that some infants as young
as 14 months pass objects to an-
other individual, when this indi-
vidual reaches out for an object

unsuccessfully.  For example
they helped when the experi-
menter reached out for a clothes-
pin that dropped on the ground.
From around 18 months, infants
begin to help in more situations.
For example, they will open the
door of a cabinet when an experi-
menter, holding a stack of books,
wants to put the books in the cab-
inet but cannot successfully open
the door.

A University of Ottawa study
asked parents to recollect the
earliest instance of their child’s
helping behaviour. Of the 80
parents who responded to the
questionnaires, 49 recalled their
children’s earliest helping in the
second year of life and 31 parents
in the first year of life. 14 parents
of the latter group recalled help-
ing behaviour even before eight
months of age.

Michael Davidov followed
three-month-old infants at ages
6, 12, and 18 months, and their
observed responses to others’
distress. Empathic concern was
moderately consistent across
both situation and age, from as
early as three months. Important-
ly, early individual differences in
concern for others predicted later
prosocial behavior.

Researchers

Genuine Fitness, let go of:

at the Univer-
sity of Wash-
ington, studied
100 19-month-
old  children,
who even when
hungry, gave
a tasty snack
to a stranger
in need. In the
experiment, the
child and the
adult research-
er faced each
other across
a table, and
the  research-
er showed the
child a piece
of fruit. In the
control  group,
the researcher
gently  tossed
the piece of
fruit onto a tray

Step inside

on the floor beyond reach but
within the child’s reach.

In the test group, the research-
er pretended to accidentally drop
the fruit onto the tray, then reach
for it unsuccessfully. More than
half the children in the test group
picked up the fruit and gave it to
the adult, compared to 4% of chil-
dren in the control group.

What happens if adults offer
material reward to children for
being helpful ? One study at the
Max Planck Institute, Leipzig,
Germany addressed that question
When 20-month-old infants re-
ceived a material reward during
a treatment phase, they subse-
quently were less likely to en-
gage in further helping during a
test phase compared with infants
who had previously received so-
cial praise or no reward at all.
This so-called overjustification
effect suggests that even the ear-
liest helping behaviors of young
children are inherently motivated
and that socialization practices
involving extrinsic rewards can
undermine such tendency.

Two studies, again at the Max
Plank, investigated the influence
of external rewards and social
praise in young children’s fair-
ness related behavior. In all sce-
narios, children’s willingness to
engage in costly sharing was less-
ened by being rewarded for equal
sharing as opposed to receiving
praise, or no reward. These re-
sults provide new evidence for
the intrinsic motivation of costly
sharing behavior in very young
children.

What can parents do to support
the full development of empathy
and altruism in their children?
The list is long but it starts with
sensitive, warm, and loving par-
ents who lead by example. Par-
ents should exemplify empathetic
behavior and altruism in their ac-
tions and interactions. Engaging
in volunteer work, sharing, or
helping friends and family can
instill the joy of giving without
expecting anything in return.
Children learn by observing.

Engage children in conversa-
tions that encourage them to see
things from others' viewpoints.

Storytelling, role-playing, and
discussions about emotions can
assist in developing perspec-
tive-taking skills.

Teach Emotional Literacy:
Help children recognize and un-
derstand their emotions and those
of others. Emphasize the impor-
tance of empathy in relationships
and how it shapes interactions.

Foster an environment where
children feel safe expressing their
emotions and concerns. Address
their fears and worries, helping
them understand the importance
of support.

Practice inductive discipline,
an approach that emphasizes ra-
tional explanations rather than ar-
bitrary punishments. Don’t yell.
Explain. Avoid verbal or physical
violence at all cost. Discourage
your children from watching on
TV violent comics or playing vi-
olent games on their computers.

Be careful with offering re-
wards. Studies referred to here
have shown that when adults try
to manipulate behavior—by giv-
ing kids rewards and even certain
kinds of praise, children actual-
ly become less helpful.

Through these efforts, we sow
the seeds for a brighter, more
compassionate tomorrow.

* A version of this article ap-
peared in The Globe and Mail,
Dec. 8, 2023

Dr. Thomas R Verny MD is a
psychiatrist, podcaster and au-
thor of 47 scientific papers and
eight books including the inter-
national best seller, The Secret
Life of the Unborn Child, pub-
lished in 27 countries and the
recently released, The Em-
bodied Mind. The Embodied
Mind shows how intelligence
and consciousness—traits tradi-
tionally attributed to the brain
alone—permeate our entire be-
ing. Dr. Verny lives with his wife
in Stratford.

In Pushing Boundaries, Dr.
Verny will report on pioneer-
ing research and breakthrough
discoveries in science and the
arts as they impact our lives. He
will try to address the question
of readers everywhere, “Why
should I care, of what value is
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this to me?”
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APRIL TAYLOR

Times Freelance Columnist

Christmas is a time to reflect
on the past year, remember years
gone by and loved ones no lon-
ger with us, and to look forward
to visiting friends and family,
sharing old traditions and cre-
ating new ones. It sounds so
magical and special, doesn’t it?
What I often hear from clients
and friends is, yes, this is what
I want to create for my family,
“The perfect Norman Rockwell
Christmas,” to make family
memories that will bond us to-
gether in love forever. Alas, the
wheels fall off our well-intend-
ed plans: work, kids to get off
to school, housework, laundry,
groceries, cooking, dogs, cats
and guinea pigs and the list goes
on... so much stuff to do! Now
we are expected to pull off the
perfect Christmas? What? How?
We need a Christmas miracle.

Several years ago, the girls at
work and I were chatting, plan-
ning our Christmas outing. My
client pipes in suggesting that
we stop by at her house after our
sleigh ride and dinner for a cup
of Christmas cheer. We arrived
at her house to find a Christmas
Wonderland. Gorgeous garlands
dressed the mantel, and the tree!
Wait, wait, I am getting ahead of
myself.

First let me tell you a bit about
Jacqui Misener. In Jacqui’s pro-
fessional career she has been
very much involved in planning
events. They include organizing
the 100th Anniversary celebra-
tion “Funfest” for the Children’s
Aid  Society, co-facilitating
the original Stratford Culinary
Festival and Stratford Women
in Business as well as helping
annually with START the Holi-

HAVE A SPECIAL

EVENT COMING UP?

Let us know! Call 519-655-2341
or email stratfordtimes@gmail.com

Let me Introduce ...
Jacqui Misener... Lady of the Manor
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days. She has worked with Strat-
ford and District Big Brothers,
CICS radio, and her greatest
love, working varied contracts
with Stratford Tourism. Her
knowledge of the Queen of the
Square even landed her a spot in
the final edit of Amazing Race
Canada. What fun!

Today, 1 want to talk about
Jacqui’s other talents: Style,
decor. She is hostess with the
mostess. She has the knack for
home decor, but not just looking
at the most current trend and
copying it. Whether she is dec-
orating her own home or helping
someone else style theirs, she
manages to allow the person-
ality of those who live there to
shine through. Who better to
ask about how to create the per-
fect Christmas? Jacqui’s home
has been featured in the IODE
yuletide tour of homes. She has
welcomed hundreds of people to
her home to share the joy of the
season in her very own Christ-
mas wonderland. Not to mention
the tour that year raised 25,000
dollars for our hospice.

“December is a month full
of good food, good drink, and
countless festivities,” says Jac-

qui. “What I learned about hos-
pitality, I learned from my par-
ents, the most gracious of hosts.
My darling dad was a master of
the well-stocked bar in addition
to spinning the vinyl until the
sun came up. And my beautiful
mother Marianne shone even
brighter during the holiday sea-
son, welcoming friends old and
new to the best of holiday house
parties. I learned from the best.”
Jacqui and I have talked about
the importance of tradition. It
creates a sense of belonging
binding family and friendships
for a lifetime. It includes sharing
stories with the younger ones
of how Grandpa used to use so
much tape when wrapping gifts,
and Aunt Bessy always brought
her famous jelly salad, etc. It
keeps the family alive. Tradi-
tions don’t need to be big extrav-
agant things;
sometimes
less is more.
On Jacqui’s
table beside
the tree sits a
magnificent
stag head
bowl  given
to her by her
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At this special time of year we’d like to take
a moment to wish our friends, neighbours
and customers a beautiful Holiday Season
and a Happy New Year. We're truly grateful
g for your support and friendship.
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husband which is filled with
Quality Street chocolates every
year. Jacqui shared with me that
her dad always made cream soda
floats during the season, now I
visit her, and we sit in front of
her fairy-tale tree and sip cream
soda floats carrying on the tra-
dition. Tradition reminds us that
even in this fast-paced, forev-
er-changing world some things
always stay the same.

“One of my biggest pleasures
of the season is setting a table.
Relaxed or formal, whatever the
reason; whoever it’s for, I love to
set the table. It is how I convey
my gratitude and appreciation
for friendship and family. Layer-
ing different patterns and mix-
ing heirloom pieces with current
styles fills my soul and always
creates conversation around the
table. While I love entertaining
any time of the year, there is
without doubt an elevated level
of excitement during the holiday
season. | lay my table with all
that brings me joy. Everything
tastes better served with love
and a story or two," Jacqui tells
us.

The Grand Dame...
Christmas Tree!

I’ll let her tell you about this
creative masterpiece that sits
with pride in her front window.

“It’s adorned with more than
400 ornaments, 1,800 lights that
I string by hand, and countless
stories to be told. Hanging from
and tucked into her branches are
photos of friends and family,
hand-crafted card boxes, notes,
popsicle reindeer, and Hallmark
ornaments. My son has been in-
volved with trimming the tree
from the time he was a babe in
arms fascinated by the twinkle
of the lights, whereas my eldest
revels in the sheer and utter joy
of the holidays arriving home to
see the tree in all its glory. One

The
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thing remains the same year af-
ter year, Christmas after Christ-
mas. We gather around the tree,
each seeking out our favourite
ornaments and we remember...
sometimes the details aren’t as
clear, and someone jumps in to
help with the telling of the tale.
Most of these stories are told
and retold as much a part of
our Christmas as any other tra-
dition. Best of all, my life is on
that tree, as well as the lives of
my children and all those I hold
dear. And that is what warms my
heart most during the holiday
season. The tree is our biggest
tradition.”

“Savour the season”, is Jac-
qui’s advice. Begin with a plan
and a calendar. Prioritize what
you love the most, do those
things and let some things go
if it makes you too busy or if
you don’t enjoy it. Pick up some
homemade goodies at the mar-
ket if baking isn’t your thing.
Ask your family for help; get the
kids to help with the wrapping,
decorating, and cleaning. It’s all
part of passing on the tradition,
it’s how they learn. Start early,
maybe try to have everything
done the week before (I do this
because 1 work a lot the week
before Christmas) so to have
time to just sit and have an egg-
nog by the tree instead of racing
around at the last minute.

We have a 14-year-old girl who
works at our salon. I asked her
about her Christmas plans. Her
face beamed as she told me that
she and her mom were going to
put up the tree and go shopping.
Aww... the sweet innocence of
youth. I am going to learn from
Maddie, instead of complaining
about all the work, crowds etc. I
am focusing on the fun this year.
Re-discover your inner child and
the magic of Christmas. Happy
Holidays Stratford!
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Creating Meaningful Christmas Moments

r.l.

IRENE ROTH

Times Freelance Columnist

Christmas is often hailed as
the most wonderful time of the
year, but amidst the hustle and
bustle of holiday preparations,
it's easy to lose sight of what tru-
ly matters. We are bombarded
with images of people being so-
cial and happy. But is this really
the reality for most people?

Many people struggle during
this time of year. There is so
much that’s vying for our at-
tention these days that has very
little to do with Christmas cele-
brations and getting together. We
are forced to focus on the basics,
such as having a roof over our
heads and food on the table.

Many of us have to work sev-

eral jobs to just make ends meet.
I certainly see this in my friends
and colleagues all around me.
There’s just no time for celebra-
tion. Many children won’t even
see too many gifts under the tree
this Christmas.

So, how can we enjoy Christ-
mas regardless and not get dis-
tracted by our cultural definition
of what the season? Perhaps the
best way is to avoid perfection
and follow the tips below.

This article aims to guide you
on how to have a Christmas that
goes beyond the materialistic
trappings, focusing on creating
truly meaningful moments that
will be cherished for years to
come.

Focus on What’s Most Im-
portant

Instead of following what our
culture is encouraging us to buy
to have the perfect Christmas,
perhaps we should try to define
what we want in order to have a
meaningful holiday. If we don’t
have a lot of money this Christ-
mas season, why not share a
simple pot luck meal with loved
ones at Christmas and connect-
ing with them?

Embrace the Spirit of Volun-
teering

Consider volunteering at a lo-
cal charity, taking part in a toy
drive, or donating to a cause that
resonates with you. Acts of kind-
ness not only benefit those in
need but also cultivate a sense of
fulfillment and purpose, adding
a deeper layer of significance to
your Christmas festivities.

Choose Quality Time Over
Quantity

In the age of social media and
digital distractions, it's easy to
get caught up in the quantity of
activities rather than the quali-
ty of time spent together. Make
a conscious effort to prioritize
meaningful interactions with
loved ones. Plan a family game
night, go caroling in the neigh-
borhood, or simply spend an
evening by the fireplace sharing
stories and laughter. These mo-
ments of connection are the true
treasures of Christmas.

Focus on Experiences, Not
Things

Instead of fixing your attention
on material possessions, consid-
er giving experiences as gifts.
You may want to take a long
walk around the Avon River or
have a cup of coffee with a loved
one. Or, perhaps youd like to
call up a friend you haven’t spo-

ken to for a long time and cheer
him/her up. Shared adventures
and new discoveries can be more
valuable than tangible gifts, fos-
tering a sense of togetherness
and appreciation for the richness
of life beyond the material realm.

Engage in Mindful Celebra-
tions

Practice mindfulness during
the holiday season by being ful-
ly present in each moment. It's
easy to become overwhelmed
with planning and preparation,
but taking the time to savor the
sights, sounds, and scents of
Christmas can enhance your
overall experience. Mindful cel-
ebrations allow you to appreciate
the magic of the season without
getting lost in the chaos.

Include Everyone

Christmas is a time for inclu-
sivity. Be mindful of those who
may be alone during the holidays
or facing challenges. Extend in-
vitations to neighbors, cowork-
ers, or friends who may not have
family nearby. It doesn’t have to
be for a big meal. Perhaps a hot
coco and cookies are sufficient.
By fostering a sense of commu-
nity and inclusiveness, you con-
tribute to creating a Christmas
that is not only meaningful for

you, but for others as well.

Reflect and Express Grati-
tude

Take a moment to reflect on the
past year and express gratitude
for the blessings in your life.
Consider sharing these reflec-
tions with your loved ones during
a Christmas dinner or through
handwritten notes. Gratitude not
only fosters a positive mindset
but also strengthens the bonds
between family and friends.

Amid the festive chaos, it's
crucial to remember that the
heart of Christmas lies in the
meaningful connections we cul-
tivate and the joy we share with
others. When we put a smile on
the face of a loved one, we are
making Christmas magical for
one person.

By embracing the spirit of giv-
ing, prioritizing quality time,
focusing on experiences, prac-
ticing mindfulness, including
everyone, and expressing grat-
itude, you can transform your
Christmas celebration into a
truly meaningful and joyous oc-
casion.

May this holiday season be
filled with warmth, love, and
moments that will be cherished
for a lifetime.

In the Spotlight: Themes and Variations at the Stratford Festival

JULIA SCHNEIDER

Times Correspondent

What better way to tie all the parts of
a large event together than to focus them
around a theme? The Festival realized the
value of a thematic connection several
years ago and has used it since to provide
a focus to each season’s offerings. There
is so much going on at the theatre with all
the plays, the Meaghen Forum of experts
speaking about them, and other associat-
ed events that it can be difficult to take it
all in. One doesn’t want to miss a not-to-
be-missed event!

Every fall, the Festival announces the
playbill for the coming season with great
fanfare after much anticipation by the-
atre-goers. While there is no question
there will be plays by Shakespeare on it,
there is no way to know in advance what
they will be. What other works, by what
other playwrights, will be chosen? What
will the annual Schulich children’s play
be? What new plays will emerge? Will
there be any world premieres?

And what will be the year's overall
theme that connects all of the above?

During the 2023 season that just end-
ed, it was Desire vs. Duty and all the
plays, from the dynamic and tearful Rent
to the equally dramatic and even more
tearful Casey and Diana, to Lear, Fran-

kenstein and Much Ado About Nothing
and the others dealt in some way with
that conflict. (Spamalot, a hold-over from
pre-pandemic times, was an outlier. What
is its theme? Sheer glorious silliness? It
defies definition!)

In 2023, the emphasis on themes was
further expanded. The Meighen Forum,
the part of the theatre season that brings
experts to Stratford to enlighten audienc-
es about the plays, was given a new focus
in themed weeks, with the overall theme
broken down further for potential audi-
ences. These weeks, in turn, were ex-
panded to include the culinary/sensory,
as meals evocative of plays’ themes and
derivations were added to the intellectu-
al, emotional and dramatic fare present-
ed in the weeks devoted to them. Six of
them started with Pride Week in July and
interspersed through the summer until
the final themed week in September.

What will be forthcoming in the 2024
season? We already know the theme of
the plays, as announced by Artistic Di-
rector Antoni Cimolini; it is A World
Away and involves transformative voy-
ages, both literal and metaphorical.
These plays show travels from which the
characters in them, and the audiences
that view them, emerge with new hope
and understanding — something we are in
great need of nowadays, and the theatre

has always been able to provide.

The Shakespeare plays announced for
the 2024 season are Twelfth Night, Ro-
meo and Juliet, and the less frequently
produced Cymbeline (it's latest of five
productions was in 2012), with others
being a new version of Ibsen’s classic
Hedda Gabler, a new adaptation of Wen-
dy and Peter Pan as the Schulich offering
for children, a dramatization of Canadi-
an author Margaret Laurence’s novel The
Diviners (a world premiere), the Victori-
an comedy London Assurance, Edward
Albee’s The Goat or, Who is Sylvia?, the
world premiere of Salesman in China,
based on the true story of Arthur Mill-
er and his translator’s attempt to mount
a production of the play in communist
China, and Get That Hope, yet another
world premiere, a Studio Theatre perfor-
mance based on a Canadian, multi-cul-
tural theme.

The 2024 musicals will be the prom-
isingly titled Something Rotten! and the
popular La Cage aux Folles. Based on
what this reviewer has heard about the
first, it should rival Spamalot in terms of
audacious nonsense and the bending of
history to its hilarious ends.

Voyages are not the only theme of these
plays; this year, which puts them on, also
involves some notable returns. Celebrat-
ed director/choreographer Donna Feore is

back to helm Something Rotten! in which
returning actor Dan Chameroy, familiar
to Stratford audiences for his many musi-
cal roles, will also appear. Veteran actor
Tom McCamus is also returning; he will
star as Arthur Miller in Salesman in Chi-
na and Judge Brack in Hedda Gabler. Ac-
tor Andre Sills will put on the director’s
hat for Get That Hope, which focuses on a
Jamaican-Canadian family’s experience
in Toronto’s Little Jamaica on their island
nation’s Independence Day.

Themed weeks (Pride Week, Season
Deep Dive Week, CBC IDEAS Week,
Global Theatre Week, Readers and Writ-
ers Week, and Scholars and Experts
Week) will again be a feature and focus
of the Meighen Forum, with details to
follow.

This shows that the theatre is develop-
ing and evolving, with key aims of rele-
vance, growth and audience satisfaction.
Audiences can look forward to a 2024
season that offers challenges, laughter
and tears, adventure and danger, and res-
olutions and new understanding.

Tickets are now available through the
Box Office (519-273-1600) or online at
www.stratfordfestival.ca. Early bird pric-
ing will be locked in until February 7.
(Check Stratfest@home to find the many
performances on this online streaming
platform.)

WWW.STRATFORDTIMES.COM
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Welcome to Seeking Sustainability!
This column is written by the Stratford
District Secondary School Eco Club to
share environmental news and initia-
tives with the public.

The discovery of fossil fuels brought
both opportunity and consequences,
particularly with our carbon footprint.
During the Industrial Revolution, North
America indulged in wealth, lacked
scientific understanding, and ignored
the harmful impacts of the unregulated
burning of oil and fossil fuels. The harm-
ful, fossil fuel-infested environment
contributes to climate change, wherein
the burning of hydrocarbons releases
greenhouse gases, ultimately altering
the climate. The toxic repercussions in-
clude radical temperature shifts, leading
to wildfires and extreme storms, along
with dangerous health effects from pol-
lution and poor air quality. The solution,
I propose, lies in addressing our freedom
of expression and the right to criticise
through peaceful dialogue. One crucial
discussion revolves around the carbon
tax, an implemented policy aimed at re-
ducing emissions. While I don’t believe
the Liberals intend to divide Canadians,
I share the criticism that the carbon tax
creates divisions among Canadians, di-
luting the resolution of climate change
and potential solutions. Given that car-
bon emissions still account for 80% of
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Environmental Issues:
Fossil Fuels, Fast Fashion & the Holidays

the world’s energy, and with a lack of
diverse natural alternatives, I am scepti-
cal about the effectiveness of the carbon
tax in improving our environment and
the lives of Canadians. However, I be-
lieve that over time, as we witness Perth
County communities taking on initia-
tives to explore and incorporate more
replenishable natural energy sources, as
well as utilising waste to create renew-
able energy, we can develop more via-
ble natural alternatives. This approach
makes good use of the carbon tax by
providing Canadians with the freedom
to choose sustainable alternatives, ulti-
mately enhancing our environment and
improving the lives of Canadians. In re-
sponse to the climate crisis, Trudeau has
initiated a plan to innovate and reduce
the unregulated burning of fossil fuels,
intending to eliminate home heating oil,
phasing this out in favour of cleaner and
more affordable resources such as nat-
ural gas, which emits and pollutes less.
The opposition’s proposal regarding the
carbon tax suggests a nationwide halt on
the tax and holding a carbon tax elec-
tion, where Canadians can choose be-
tween Trudeau's plan to quadruple the
tax or Poilievre's plan to axe the tax. In
response, the Liberals are inclined to
contest this proposal in the polls. It is
truly astonishing to me that, after three
consecutive failed elections by Conser-

Thank you!

90th birthday celebration.

unexpected visitors.

memorable day.
Feeling truly blessed.

George Wicke

Thank you to my family and friends for a great

There were people from great distances and also many

| hope you all had a great time, | certainly did.
A big thank you to my family for all they did to make this such a

vatives, they still wish to
contest another election
on denying the costs of
climate change. They
persist in asserting that
having no plan against
climate change is in the
best interest of Canadi-
ans. The repercussion of
our unregulated burning
of fossil fuels is an ac-
tion we have all played a

part in, whether we recognize it or not.
We bear the consequences of climate
change, and our collective accountabil-
ity is reflected in the implementation of
the carbon tax. Citizens of Stratford and
Perth County have done great work in
implementing eco-friendly initiatives.
One such initiative is the Going Green
in Grey Plan. The Grey County Admin-
istration’s goal is to create a more sus-
tainable, green-friendly, healthy future
for communities in and around Perth
County who live in urban, rural, or in-
clusive environments.

Fast fashion is the rapid production and
retail of inexpensive clothing that keeps
up with the constantly changing fashion
trends and styles. As consumer demand
soars and fashion trends change rapidly,
fast fashion is becoming a bigger issue.
Fast fashion is harming the environment
in many ways. The clothing is made of
cheap fabrics that are derived from fos-
sil fuels, contributing to global warming
and causing a great deal of waste since
the cheap fabrics degrade quickly. In ad-
dition, the toxic textile dyes used in pro-
duction make the fashion industry one
of the world’s largest water polluters. So,
what can you do to help fix this growing
issue? Instead of purchasing new, trendy
clothes as a hobby, you can purchase
timeless, well-made clothing that will
last much longer. Timeless styles never
go out of fashion! In addition, you can
donate your old clothing to help those
in need and help the environment, and
you can consider purchasing your cloth-
ing at thrift stores instead of purchasing
everything new. By doing this, you are
recycling good clothing that was already
made. To make an even bigger impact,
you can educate others about the harm-
ful effects of fast fashion and advocate
for slow fashion, an approach to fashion
that considers the resources and impacts

of clothing production and aims to make
the fashion industry more sustainable.

This holiday season brings with it the
joys of holiday gift-giving, delectable
hot chocolate, and...garbage? If this
year is anything like the past, we can
expect to produce over 540,000 tonnes
of waste. The worst part is, that callo-
sal number only represents the waste
attributed to wrapping paper and gift
bags. According to Anthropology Mag-
azine, the tradition of wrapping gifts
still exists today because ‘“wrapping
an ordinary object is what transforms
it into something extraordinary.” The
simple act of concealment frames any
item as a gift. It isn’t just some aver-
age alarm clock, it is the Jall Wooden
Digital Alarm Clock, carefully select-
ed by your dearest friend. Back to our
original problem; how can we reduce
the amount of wrapping paper we use?
Simple—don’t use any! Don’t disguise
your alarm clock with drab supermarket
wrapping paper, use your own! Using
your artistic spirit, why not decorate
some lovely plain kraft paper, and turn
a meaningless piece of paper into a sen-
timental treasure? If you like it simple,
why not use last week's edition of the
Stratford Times? To the hardcore wrap-
ping enthusiasts, these alternatives may
seem outlandish and outrageous. Still, I
can assure you that no matter how you
disguise your gift, the thought and act
of concealment alone will be expressive
enough. Plus, don’t forget you can feel
proud you are helping save the world,
one piece of non-biodegradable wrap-
ping paper at a time!

Come back in February to see what’s
new with Seeking Sustainability!

Written by Kieran Albrecht, Avery
Durand, and Nathan Bean; edited by
Elliana Morrison

STRATFORDUIIE

Pick Up Locations

Sebringyville Esso Union Barber Peavey Mart Stratford Hyundai Stratford Hospital

Dave’s Diner - Sebringville Stratford Public Library Stratford Honda Stratford Chamber of Commerce The Livery Yard
Stratford-Perth Museum HH Delea Walmart ANA.E The Parlour Restaurant & Inn
Cozyn's Balzacs Coffee Shakespeare Variety McDonald’s - Erie St Erie Convenience

Stratford Rotary Complex Queen’s Inn Shakespeare Brewery Expressway Ford United Way Perth Huron
No Frills Arden Park Hotel Shakespeare Esso Strickland’s Toyota AJ’s Hair / Festival Square /
Sobey’s The Bruce Hotel Joe’s Variety Stratford KIA Features

Wightman Stratford Motor Products Zehrs Fix Auto Joe’s Diner

Shoppers Drug Mart Stratford Legion Food Basics Erie Street Esso The Urban Barber

Tim Hortons Festival Marketplace Stratford Variety Stratford Medical Pharmacy Graham Energy - Hwy #7
Mornington Variety Stratford Nissan Foodland Erie Convenience Delmar Foods

Buzz Stop Stratford Subaru Freeland’s Diner Stratford Mazda
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Welcoming Ukrainians: Why I Write

V] KNUTSON

Times Freelance Columnist

“I'm just a grandma, writing from my
lazyboy,” I tell anyone who asks me how |
got involved with helping Ukrainians. “It
just happened.”

Really, I had no expertise, and no idea
what [ was getting myself involved in, but
I was open to helping, knowing that if the
tables were turned and my children had to
flee their homes for strange lands, [ would
want someone to do the same for them.

So, here I am. Writing for the Stratford
Times is new for me. I have been writ-
ing a column (Hosting Ukraine) for the St
Marys Independent since the war started,
on the suggestion of the owner, Stewart
Grant. It has proved very successful in
helping the general public become aware
of the needs and progress of Ukrainians
in our community. When volunteers in
Stratford reached out to me, I agreed to
add my voice to the efforts in Stratford.

I believe in, and have been witness to,
the power of people helping people to
make a difference. I think we all want to
participate in offering a hand up, but many
of us don’t know where to start. Hopeful-
ly, my articles will help.

Recently, for example, a woman from
Stratford contacted me after reading
my column, to offer her skills for any
Ukrainian wanting to apply for a job or
practice interviews. A few weeks after
exchanging messages, a Ukrainian man
contacted me needing just such help. I
was able to connect the two, and we all
now wait with bated breath to see if he was
successful.

COMING EVENTS

Email to inquire stratfordtimes@gmail.com

GARDEN STRATFORD MEETING GOURMET POUTINE & BEER
Monday January 8; 7:15 -9:00 p.m. FUNDRAISER

**New Time** Thursday, January 18; 6-10p.m.
Army Navy Hall, 151 Lorne Ave. E., Legion Hall

Stratford.

Featured Presentation: “Planting for
Biodiversity - medicinal and food
plants for well-being”, Anna de Vries,
European Gardener and Homeopath

Fresh cut fries, cheese curds, gravy
paired with a pint of draft or pop. $20/
adults, $10/kids.

Alina ShyShviska at her recent performance.

A couple of issues ago, I wrote about
15-year-old Alina’s dream to join Cirque
to Soleil, and the need for funds to keep
up her training. This past Friday night,
Alina’s family arranged a performance of
her circus troupe at the high school in St
Marys, and I am thrilled to announce that
the event was a success. The family has
reached their goal and Alina will be able
to continue to pursue her goal.

Thanks to all who attended and espe-
cially to those volunteers who offered
their time and expertise to make it hap-
pen. Mom, Nataly, is especially thankful.
You will know Nataly and family from the
Stratford Market, where they sell perogies
and other Ukrainian specialities.

Saturday, December 16th, was a special
day for the community. A local chari-
ty, Simple Dreams, offered To Stratford

SPECIAL EVENT
COMING UP?

Let us know!
Call 519-655-2341

(RIC KNUTSON PHOTO)

“they were the ones who approached Val-
ue Village and made arrangements for
them to provide free clothes for all new-
comers.”

My experience - and the counsel I've re-
ceived from others more knowledgeable in
helping those fleeing war — tells me that
building community is the most import-
ant ingredient for new immigrants to be
successful. No matter the age, or back-
ground, we all need to know we are seen
and welcome. Events like To Stratford
with Love are a perfect example. Bless
the organizers for their time and effort.

If you have a story to share, a question,
or want to know how to get involved, write
me at english.knutson@gmail.com. I love
hearing from you.

with Love, a free dinner OBITUARY

for local residents. Over
40 Ukrainians from the
Stratford and region at-
tended, amazed by the
warm-heartedness of
strangers, and especially
the mayor, who wore jingle
bells and helped to serve
the crowd.

According to Ukrainian
volunteer, Tabitha CIiff,
Simple Dreams founders,
Richard and Ruth Knieder
“have big hearts for help-
ing people in need “. Tab
said when she contacted
them last year about her
concerns for Ukrainians
needing warm clothes,

HAVE A
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HELEN NOWACK 1947-2023

Helen was a witty, kind and devoted wife, mom, grand-
ma, and friend who will be sorely missed.

Helen shared 54 years of loving marriage with her hus-
band Paul. Their love raised two sons, Scott with Shan-
non and grandchildren Adelaine and Marshall, and Todd
with Kim and grandchild Lila. Helen loved her family.

Helen enjoyed the arts, movies, and the theatre es-
pecially the Stratford Festival. Driving many summers
across Canada to Victoria, B.C. were special times with
her family. Helen loved people and she shared many in-
teresting and engaging stories from everyone she met. A
good meal, engaging conversations, topped up with an
evening of cards was all she wanted and this brought her
great happiness.

The Nowack family held a small private celebration of
life. As expressions of sympathy and in the spirit of the-
atre for Helen, memorial donations can be made to the
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IN LOVING MEMORY.

Meeting Open to Everyone; Free or email Stratford Festival by calling 519.271.4040 ext.2275 or
Admission. stratfordtimes@gmail.com stratfordfestival.ca/SupportUs/CommemorativeGifts
www.wgyoungfuneralhome.com
Communit Of C@risf Stratford Associate
X Reformed

519-271-4539

Proclaiming Jesus Christ
with communities of

LOVE, JOY, HOPE & PEACE

226 Forman Avenue

Worship with us
Sunday 10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m. — Fellowship and
Coffee Hour

We are a Welcoming Community

Invite readers to your worship services. Contact stratfordti

12

iﬁes@gmuil.com

Presbyterian Church

Quality Inn Festival
(1144 Ontario St., Stratford)

WORSHIP TIMES:
10 a.m. and 3 p.m.
stratfordarp.org
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FREEMAN MECHANICAL IS NOW OFFERING RENTAL AND FINANCING OPTIONS

( )
Transform your water
. Transforming Homes with Pure Water Solutions!
experience today!

At Freeman Mechanical, we're your trusted partners for comprehensive water and
plumbing solutions that elevate your lifestyle.

Residential Water Treatment & Water Heating:

Experience the luxury of pure water and efficient heating solutions for your home.
From cutting-edge filtration systems to top-tier water heaters, we ensure your family
enjoys the best. Plus, we've made it easier than ever with flexible financing and rental

options, tailored to suit your budget for all of your water treatment needs or even

bathroom renovations!

lIE 404

Beyond Homes - Serving Diverse Needs:

Our expertise doesn’t stop at residential services. We're equipped to handle it all!
From commercial establishments to agricultural ventures and industrial builds, count
on us for impeccable service and installation. Whether it’s a new build or regular
maintenance, we've got you covered.

Why Choose Us?
. Expertise: Decades of experience in plumbing solutions.
www.freemanmechanical.ca Reliability: Trusted by countless households and businesses.

or 519-535-9983 for a consultation Innovation: Cutting-edge technology for efficient solutions.

and discover the difference Freeman 20yr Flexible Options: Financing and rental plans available.
UNLIMITED

Mechanical brings to your water and WARRANTY
plumbing solutions.
BED SHEET SET

D&s MATTRESS BUY 2 GET 1
FURNITURE
WWW.DANDSMATTRESS.COM FREE

for $50

Contact us at

4
WAL K

e el

Sofa Bed $899 3 Piece Sofa Set $999 t from $1,899
Memory Foam Mattress (in a box) ' 4

$499

Electric Bed with Massager Queen Bed EuroPillow Top Mattress
$999 from $299 from $199

23 Albert Street, Stratford ¢ 519.501.5452 « WWW.DANDSMATTRESS.COM
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Riddles

What is green, covered in Christmas lights
and Christmas bulbs, and goes ribbit?
A mistle-toad.

How do sheep say Merry Christmas to each
other?
Fleece Navidad.

What is every parent's favorite Christmas
song?
Silent Night!

Why did Rudolph have to attend summer
school?
Because he went down in history.

How did Joseph and Mary weigh baby Jesus
at birth?
They had a weigh in the manger.

Why does Scrooge love Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer?
Because every buck is dear to him!

What did Adam say on the day before
Christmas?
It's Christmas, Eve!

What did the bald man say when he got a
comb for Christmas?
“Ill never part with it!
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Pet of the
Month

Stratford Perth

HUMANE
SOCIETY

Ve uwry

« «

4 DAPHNE

She has been with us since March
2023 and has a reduced adoption
fee of just $100.

Daphne has allergies and will need
to take medication to keep her
happy and healthy. She can be a
bit shy at first, but once she warms
up, she’s a total cuddle bug! She’s
looking for a home where she can
be the centre of attention with no
other animals.
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Solutions on page 39
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WANTED

$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues,
Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively
buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equip-
ment. For more information:. DIAMOND DOGS MU-
SIC 114 Ontario St. Stratford / 226-972-5750

WANTED A APARTMENT TO RENT: I am eagerly
looking for one bedroom or two bedroom apartment in
Stratford, Ontario with parking, pet friendly for Novem-
ber 1st or for December 1st. The two bedroom apartment
my older son and I will be sharing the apartment Call
Cindy at 519-273-3918

WANTED

Fair value offered for your VINYL RECORDS & STE-
REO EQUIPMENT.

SOUND FIXATION 519-801-5421

56 Wellington St., Stratford

I WILL PAY CASH FOR ANTIQUES AND COLLECT-
IBLES — Coca Cola Pepsi any pop company, Brewery
items Kuntz, Huether Labatts etc. Old radios and gram-
ophones,

Wristwatches and pocket watches, Old fruit jars Beaver
Star Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans and signs Red Indian
Supertest etc. Any small furniture.

If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact
me - 519-570-6920.

WANTED

A WORKING CAMCORDER that will play Hi-8 digital
tapes. Phone 519-284-3774

WANTING TO BUY — All collectibles including sports
cards, beanie babies, Funko pops and stamps. Highest
prices paid. Free appraisals. Call or text Stan anytime
519-868-3814.

SERVICES

Have you been affected by someone else's drinking?
Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU!

Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or App Available

RUN YOUR CLASSIFIED AD HERE!

JUST $10 + HST PER EDITION

Contact: stratfordtimes@gmail.com or call 519-655-2341

2022 Nissan Versa

2014 Nissan Murano Platinum

BOXING WEEK BLOWOUT DEALS - KNOCKOUT SAVINGS @ STRATFORD NISSAN!

2020 Honda Accord Tourlng 2020 Nissan Murano SL

2023 Nissan Kicks

g . Z L
$31,888 ... $35,888. ...
LOW KMS -102,715 KM LOW KMS - 36,898 KM

$25,998..... $17,598.....
LOW KMS - 21,402 KM LOW KMS -128,790 KM

$26,786 ...
LOW KMS -19,515 KM

2022 Toyota Corolla Le 2022 NISSAN FRONTIER SV 4X4

2021 Ford Ranger Lariat

$42,498....

LOW KMS -23,412 KM

Se E,SB+HST&|ic

LOW KMS - 79,556 KM

$43,998 ...

LOW KMS -45,985 KM

2020 Hyundai loniq Electric 2019 Infiniti QX50 ESSENTIAL 2019 Ford Mustang GT 2016 Chevrolet Malibu

2020 Ford Escape Titanium

1 L : ! ; - : N
529’795+HST&HC 531,999+HST&H0 539,495+HST&“C 51 9,998+HST&HC 535,3883+HST&”C
LOW KMS - 33,380 KM LOW KMS - 55,509 KM LOW KMS - 30,964 KM LOW KMS - 54,005 KM LOW KMS - 10,215 KM
*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply.

BAD CREDIT.. NO PROBLEM!. We work with multiple banks and credit unions to get you APPROVED with LOWEST RATE POSSIBLE! All Credit

Approved with $0 Down.
N ISSAN /\

f.rd NISSAN

STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00 PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon.-Fri. 8:00-5:00

STRATFORD NISSAN

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519.273.3119
www.stratfordnissan.com
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY.

Email to inquire
tratfordtimes@gmail.com

ACCOUNTING INVESTMENTS REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE TRAVEL

Famme & Co.

CHARTERED PROFESSIDNAL ACCOUNTANTS
125 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-7581 | Fax 519-271-2737
office@fammeandco.on.ca

(@) Frankiin E. Hinz

196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633
www.franklinehinz.com

CONSTRUCTION

“Serving Stratford & area since 1977”

www.fraserpaving.ca n
Driveways - Parking Lots - Excavating
Truck Rentals - Asphalt Patching

Call Scott or Denise
for a free quote.

519-271-5690

Jonathan
& James
Construction Inc.
5875 Line 26, Fullarton, On NOK 1HO

519-949-3107

Construction Management
General Contracting

info@jandjconst.com
www.jandjconst.com

FENCING / DECKS

SORES

) Fencing
& Decks

519-273-2003

info@allshoresfd.ca

HUMANE SOCIETY

HUMANE Eﬁx

SOCIETY

125 Griffith Rd, Stratford
A & 519-273-6600 % 3
« kwsphumane.ca ”

HOME APPLIANCES

APPLIA_NC

237 Hu.ron

Sebrmgw

www.phelansplace.com

MARKETING

®
|
/ Eric Miller
- I'-‘ul:-'H' Martgoge Specialist
___.-r*" 126-921-5248

etk millerrie com

Shopplng around
for a mortgage?

PHARMACY

B PharmaChoice

Stratford Medical
Pharmacy

¢ Travel Clinic

* Compounding Pharmacy

* Easy prescription transfers

342 Erie St (Jenny Trout Centre),
Stratford, ON N5A 2N4
Phone: 519-272-0888

www.stratfordmedicalpharmacy.ca

REAL ESTATE

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO YOU, YOUR FAMILY & FRIENDS
X COLDWELL BANK
PETER BEMMIN ]
= REALTY, DROKE! 3E

Liz Yundt
Realtor® | B.B.A, B.Ed
Office | 519.353.3535
Direct | 519.272.9017

lizyundt.realtor@gmail.com

508 Riverbend Drive,
Kitchener, ON N2K 3S2

JENNIFER
AMDERSON

CER L]

519-301-2736

www.jandersonrealestate.com

Home & Company

245 Downie Street,
- Suite 108
\ Stratford, ON
- N5A 1X5
Tina Grasby

BROKER
b. 519.508.HOME (4663) | m. 519-275-7663
tgrasby@homeandcompany.ca
homeandcompany.ca

| Home & Company

ERAL ESTATE

Toni McLean Sales Representative

5|9'274'”20 Direct
245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

LUCIE STEPHENS

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

019-703-0333

ab RE.\.U‘\' .,rn

RE/MAX |

DAVE FAIR

REALTOR™

|Make Real Estate a |

|‘FAIR’ GAME |

www.davefair.ca
905.866.7577

ROYAL LePAGE [ [T TR
e

LIST WITH CHRIS!

ROYAL LEPAGE
=, ——

“ Chris Evans, Broker

Hiller Realty Brokerage
100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101
listwithchris@wightman.ca

Jake Stern
REAL ESTATE BROKER

#RealEstateJake

ROWAL LePAGE
519-949-8559  Hiiler kealty

g

-?j 519.949.2114 « MATTFRANCIS.CA

"8 STREETGITY

ROKERAGE

WINDOW WASHING

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

SCGUEEKS

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

JARED GOWAN | HEATHER GOWAN

919-894-5254

jaredsqueeks@live.ca / www.squeeksclean.com

Secondary Resources
(Perth) Ltd. Metal
Recycling Scrapyards

Line 42 4546, Perth East (R. R. 1 Sebringville)
519-393-5390
Goderich Location: 205 Nelson Street East

Two locations
Serving Perth and Huron Counties
Sebringville Yard Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:30 am. - 4:30 pm.
Saturday: Closed for winter hours.
62 Years in the Metal Recycling Business
Operated by the Joyes Family
www.secondaryresources.ca

Call 519-393-5390

When social
media blocks
your access to
the news, turn
to your local
newspaper.

150 Queen St. E., St. Marys
519-284-2332

210 Mill St., New Hamburg
226-333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com
agent@stonetowntravel.com

WATCH/CLOCK REPAIR

Watch & Clock Repair
F W All makes &

FREE ESTIMATES
models. @

‘Watch batteries, bands
& New & Old. 4

& crystals

House calls available

Antiques in Time
45 York Street | 519-272-0411
www.antiquesintime.ca

914|3|7|6([8]|1]5]|2
7151239 (1]|8|4]|6
6|18|1[5]4|2(3]7]9
513|6[|2(1[9]|7)|8]|4
112(7]14]|18(3|6]|9(5
419186572 1]3
21719835461
8|16|5(1[2|4]9]|3]|7
3|11)14|9|7(6]|5]|2]|8

1) Gold, frankincense, and
myrrh

2) One-horse open sleigh
3) A magic hat

4) Will Ferrell

5) Mariah Carey

6) United Kingdom

7) Mistletoe

8) The North Pole

9) 3 sizes

10) 11 pipers piping

SHOP
LOCAL.

ADVERTISE HERE FOR AS LOW AS $15 PER ISSUE!

Contact stratfordtimes@gmail.com to inquire.
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40% OFF
Storewide

Quantities Limited
Starts Wed Dec 27

QUEEN SET

8969 textfim |

ALL
=¥ MATTRESS
V""" MODELS 40%
§0 _ OFFTAXIN
_— SPECIAL

E : 3 van M6 I3 T %
LARGE LIFT CHAIR SELECTION ’ TWO COLOURS AVAILABLE —. 4 O COLOURS AVAILABLE ; g

. $869 tax i 1 S599kcaxtin®l| - S699)taxdin

Sorry, no Rain Checks

A0% CFF NG =
SUTCR

IN STOCK ONLY

Some conditions apply

Home furniture

Outlet Hours: Main Store Hours:

Schaeffler Aerospace Thurs. to Fri. 10to 6 Mon. to Thurs. 10 to 6
* MAIN STORE: ; OUTLET: Follow us on: Sat. 10to5 Fri. 10to8|Sat. 10t0o 5
519-273-9330 Douro St.
HWY 7/8 E

519-273-7453 I = Sun. CLOSED Sun. CLOSED
2954 Hwy 788 E W | 617 Douro Street ﬁ r@ Boxing Day: CLOSED
www.stratfordhomefurniture.ca

www.homefurniture.ca

Burritt St




