
Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette staff

In a last-minute decision, the Waterloo 
Region District School Board (WRDSB) 
announced Wednesday schools will be 
closed to students on Monday, April 8 and 
students can participate in asynchronous 
learning opportunities on that day. 

Staff will be expected to attend their work 
location as scheduled.

“The decision has been made after listen-
ing to and reflecting on further feedback 
from the WRDSB community, including 

staff and families,” the board said in a 
press release. “Concerns for student safety 
have always been at the forefront of the 
decision-making for this day. The initial 
decision to have a regular school day was 
one we felt was possible, given the safety 
protocols we were prepared to implement. 
This would have allowed for an exciting 
once-in-a-lifetime learning opportunity. 
We also clearly communicated that fami-
lies had the option to keep their children 
at home for the day or have them leave 
school prior to regular dismissal time.”

The school board said it also considered 
a shortened school day, however that was 
not possible because of challenges with 
student transportation and significant 
safety concerns, among other factors, en-
suring crossing guards would be available. 
The school board also tried to factor in the 
impact for many of its families that could 
not take time off work or did not have ac-
cess to childcare.

Based on additional feedback from fam-
ilies and staff, the board is shifting to 
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The younger chocolate-egg hunters were keen on collecting as many chocolate treats as they could find with help from parents and the 
Opti-Mrs club of Shakespeare. Full story on page 5. Photo by Gary West
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schools will be closed for eclipse April 8
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By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
reporter 

Provincial and federal politicians in 
Waterloo Region are sounding off about 
the secret land grab in Wilmot Township 
but that hasn’t translated into any answers 
for concerned landowners and residents.

Waterloo MPP Catherine Fife introduced 
a petition in the Ontario legislature on 
Wednesday calling on the province to 
pause plans to expropriate and rezone 
farmland. 

“The process of expropriating prime 
farmland in Wilmot Township has lacked 
transparency, with no public consultation 
or information in response to concerns 
about how rezoning and development will 
affect our water resources,” said Fife who 
is also the NDP’s finance critic.

She has also sent letters outlining her 
concerns to the minister of agriculture and 
another to the premier, neither of which 
has garnered a response. Fife said she’s 
never seen anything like this in her polit-
ical career. 

“Based on my conversations, this decision 
is being driven by Queen’s Park. The re-
gion is violating its own expropriation 
policy, and they certainly don’t have the 
funding to expropriate 770 acres of prime 
agricultural land. In my experience, when 
you follow the money you usually find out 
what’s really going on.” 

Drew Spoelstra is the president of the 
Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA) 
and, like everyone else involved, has no 
idea what the land grab means. 

“They are looking to assemble a bunch of 
land in the area to attract new investment, 
but our position has been that agricultural 
land needs to be protected for the future 
and all the land in the Wilmot Township 
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area is pretty important to the agricultural 
system across Ontario,” he said. 

“Our local director and staff are doing 
their best to support members however 
they can. Whether that’s trying to find out 
more information, learning about what 
steps might come next in terms of land 
acquisition or whether it gets to the ex-
propriation stage, which I understand is a 
threat on the table now.” 

He added the OFA is trying to figure out 
how to better support affected members 
in the future. 

Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris, 
the Region of Waterloo and Wilmot 
Township have all released an identical 
statement saying “shovel-ready land” is 
being gathered but the purpose has not 
been made public. Spoelstra said the pow-
ers that be are keeping the truth close to 

their chests. 

“Nobody’s been able to get the information 
out or maybe they’re working on the fly 
and don’t have the information yet either. 
It’s a developing story and there is proba-
bly lots more to come. We just have to keep 
our noses to the ground and continue to 
talk about the importance of farmland.” 

Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim Louis is 
scratching his head after learning of the 
situation in his riding. He’s at a loss to pro-
vide constituents with clarity. 

“It’s frightening. You’re talking about los-
ing 770 acres of prime farmland. That’s 
unacceptable to me. I think we should be 
protecting the land that’s feeding us.” 

He added farmers in the area have several 
legitimate concerns. 

“Their fertilizers are under contract, 
some are being told it isn’t worth planting 

because they aren’t going to get to harvest. 
One of the family farms goes back to the 
1800s. I don’t know why this land acquisi-
tion is such a secret.”

Louis admitted there isn’t much he can do 
as a federal member of parliament and he 
is in the dark like everyone else, but he 
encourages people to continue to speak 
out. 

“I am hearing from people and I share 
their concerns. I have not been consulted 
on any plans for this potential project. The 
federal government is not involved in this 
decision to turn farmland into industrial 
land.”

He added a recent visit to Waterloo-
Oxford District Secondary School was an 
eye-opener as students were aware of the 
issue and asked questions. 

“I talked to the students and that was one 
of the things they asked about. I think 

they need to be part of what’s going on.” 

Louis was home for the Easter weekend 
and he said much of his time was spent 
talking to constituents who have concerns 
about the proposed land grab.  

“The people I talked to this weekend are 
concerned, rightly so, saying any time 
someone needs more land, what’s going 
to stop them from doing this to the next 
farm? As of now, I don’t have that answer. 
That’s a valid concern if something like 
this can happen without consultation, 
without transparency.”

Louis said he has reached out to the prov-
ince and municipalities but he isn’t ex-
pecting an answer that will give residents 
any information. He added there is a feel-
ing of helplessness among landowners. 

“We need to protect our farmland, it’s as 
simple as that. We’ve got to protect the 
land that feeds us.” 

No additional details on Wilmot land acquisition 
while local resistence grows

an asynchronous day of learn-
ing. WRDSB will support students 
through asynchronous resources 
from their virtual-learning envi-
ronment (where applicable), and/
or  WRDSB@Home. Students may 
also work on previously assigned 
work or spend time reviewing mate-
rial previously covered.

“We recognize the challenges this 
change for April 8 may cause some 
families, and are especially sorry 
about those who will need to make 
alternative child-care arrangements,” 
the board said. “We continue to hope 
that students will have the opportu-
nity to take advantage of the once-in-
a-lifetime experience.”

What is a Total Solar Eclipse?

A total solar eclipse happens when 
the moon passes between the sun 
and Earth, completely blocking the 
face of the sun. People viewing the 
eclipse from locations where the 
moon’s shadow completely covers 
the sun will experience a total solar 

eclipse. The sky will darken, as if it 
were dawn or dusk.

Looking directly into the sun at any 
time is dangerous and can cause se-
rious eye damage, especially during 

a solar eclipse. On April 8, the 
eclipse will begin at 2:03 p.m. for 
the Waterloo Region and will end at 
4:30 p.m. The maximum eclipse for 
Waterloo Region will occur at 3:18 
p.m. 

Continued from page 1

Waterloo Region District School Board to 
Close Schools on April 8 for Eclipse The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

PICK UP YOUR COPY OF

New Hamburg
Thrift Centre, Short Stop, Sobeys, Office Pro, No Frills, 

Mario's Chicken, Library, McDonalds, Tim Hortons, 
Nith Valley Butcher, The Whining Tree, Town Square 

Pharmasave, Heart'n Home Creations, Cook's Pharmacy, 
Great Canadian Dollar, Wilmot Recreation Centre, 
Pizza Arca, Old Country Restaurant, TLC Pet Food

Tavistock
Double D's Restaurant, D&D Homestyle Cuisine, Tim 

Hortons, Hasty Market, Sam's Independent
Quehl's Restaurant, IDA Pharmacy, Shell Gas, Library,

Tavistock Arena, Scotia Bank

Wellesley
Pym's, Schmidt's Bulk Pantry, Cook's Pharmacy

Schmidtsville Restaurant, Wellesley Service
Shakespeare

Shakespeare Brewery, Shakespeare Variety

St. Agatha
Pfennings Store, Hasty Market

Petersburg
Petro Canada Gas Bar

Stratford
Food Basics, Sobeys, No Frills, Klomps Home & Garden

Baden
Tim Hortons, Circle K, Subway, Mars Variety,

Baden Coffee Company, Pharmacy in Baden Plaza

New Dundee
New Dundee Village Market
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If you are related to or know someone who is related to one of the above veterans or 
any local First and Second World War veterans and would like to have their name, story 
and photo included in the 11th Military Service Recognition Book, email Bob Berg at 
rwbergy@gmail.com. Please note, a previous email address provided as contact infor-
mation for Berg has been compromised and messages to that email will not be received.

Help the New Hamburg 
Legion find family members 
of First World War veterans
By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette staff

To help the local Legion find family members of local veterans so they can be honoured 
in the 11th edition of the Royal Canadian Legion Ontario Command’s Military Service 
Recognition Book, the Gazette will regularly publish a list of names in future editions 
for which legion volunteers have been unable to find or contact family members. For 
this year’s edition of the Military Service Recognition Book, the local legion has until 
May 15 to submit local veterans to the book’s publisher.

•	 Abthorpe, Francis

•	 Aldred, Rayburn

•	 Aldworth, Roy S.

•	 Allen, Graham L.

•	 Anger, Edward R.

•	 Armstong, Jack

•	 Armstong, Leslie R.

•	 Backer, Roy W.

•	 Backman, Douglas B.

•	 Bailey, John M.

•	 Baird, John M.

•	 Baker, Gordon

•	 Bast, Arnold G.

•	 Beckley, Clifford N.

•	 Beger, Robert E.

•	 Bergey, Delton A.

•	 Bingrman, Robert

•	 Bowman, Claude

•	 Borho, Walter A.

•	 Bradley, Ernest

•	 Brenneman, Erwin F.

•	 Brown, William F.

•	 Carter, Reg C.

•	 Chapman, Gilbert C.

•	 Chappell, David W.

•	 Charbonneau, Joseph

•	 Cheeseman, Syd

•	 Clark, William J.

•	 Cleary, Francis P.

•	 Clement, Bob A.

•	 Clifford, John

•	 Clugston, Harold

•	 Cockerton, Ward H.

•	 Colley, H. O.

•	 Cook, Norman L.

•	 Copeland, J.

•	 Cornish, James

•	 Coxon, Donald

•	 Cressman, James O.

•	 Crittenden, Wesley R.

This week’s list of veterans are as follows:

226.261.1837heather@granthaven.com

Woodstock Ingersoll Echo

St. Marys Independent The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Goderich Sun
STRATFORDTIMES

Wondering how local media 
can help grow your business? 
Let me help tailor a 
customized marketing plan 
for your business goals. 
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By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
reporter

Oxford County is looking for public feed-
back on changes to the curbside collection 
program, including the potential launch 
of a green bin program to collect organic 
waste like food scraps and paper towels. 

Residents can share feedback through the 
online survey open now until April 30 at 
www.oxfordcounty.ca/speakup. Residents 
who fill out the survey have a chance 
to win a backyard green cone or a set 
of 20 bag tags, with separate draws tak-
ing place for each of Oxford’s eight area 
municipalities.

Feedback can also be submitted through 
an online comment card or at the virtual 
public information meeting scheduled for 
Wednesday, April 24 at 6:30 p.m.

Frank Gross is the county’s manager of 
transportation and waste management 
and said the green bin program would in-
volve the curbside collection of separated 
organics, primarily kitchen or food waste. 
He added by law the county has no choice. 

“Under provincial legislation municipal-
ities over a certain size are required to 
implement the program by 2025 and meet 
organic-waste targets set by the province.”

Another substantial change coming to the 
curbside is the implementation of a new 
recycling program, one funded by manu-
facturers and not local taxpayers. 

“Municipalities have already started tran-
sitioning to the producer responsibility 

model. The producers are responsible 
for the collection of recyclable materials 
and end-of-life management of pack-
aging products. By January 2026, all of 
Ontario will have transitioned to the new 
program.” 

Oxford residents will see their recycling 

picked up at the curb, but the service will 
be performed by an independent contrac-
tor while garbage collection will remain 
the responsibility of the county. Producers 
will provide more information at some 
point in 2025 advising what the collection 
cycle will be in each municipality. 

“The producers include manufacturers of 
product packaging along with distributors 
and retailers. For example, Amazon as an 
importer of products would be responsi-
ble for the collection of packaging mate-
rial they use to ship merchandise,” added 
Gross. 

Other changes could include how often 
garbage is collected, waste collection in 
urban versus rural areas, limits on how 
many garbage bags can be set out at the 
curb, and the use of clear garbage bags to 
ensure recyclable or organic material is 
not thrown out with garbage. 

Oxford Warden Marcus Ryan said assess-
ing the curbside waste collection program 
now allows the county to address sever-
al legislative, environmental and pro-
gram-efficiency requirements. 

“It also presents the opportunity to ask 
residents how potential changes might 
serve and impact them. If you want to 
see an organics or green bin program in 
Oxford County, now is the time to share 
your thoughts as county council consid-
ers the goals and design of the residential 
curbside collection program.”

An audit of curbside garbage in Oxford 
County in 2021 found that more than half 
of residential waste by weight was made 
up of organic material that could be di-
verted from landfills and used for other 
purposes, such as renewable natural gas 
or compost. 

County kicks off public consultation as green bin 
program on the horizon
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By Gary West

The Easter eggs in Shakespeare brought 
out a large crowd of young egg hunters 
from all over the village and surrounding 
townships who converged to gather choc-
olate delights the Easter Bunny had left.

The busy Shakespeare Opti-Mrs members 
were up with the sun and ready for the 
enthusiastic crowd that gathered at the 

grounds of Sprucedale Public School. The 
village Easter egg hunt has been going on 
year after year for longer than most can 
remember.

Opti-Mrs president Angie McPherson 
thanked sponsors – the Shakespeare 
Men’s club and the village’s Moo’s Ice 
Cream Shop – that made the day one to 
remember for kids young and old.

Shakespeare Opti-Mrs 
host Easter egg hunt 

The older Easter egg enthusiasts searched the vast area of the front lawn at Sprucedale 
Public School.

The Metske family from Shakespeare is seen here ready to gather chocolate Easter eggs. 
Pictured from left is Wyatt, Aiden, Makayla, dad Tim, mom Amanda and Jackson. Photos by 
Gary West

By Gary West

Members of the Tavistock 
Agriculture Society 
and this year’s Easter 
Bunny were kept busy in 
Tavistock’s Queen’s Park 
on Saturday when hun-
dreds of kids of all ages 
took part in the annual 
Easter egg hunt.

Society president Kim 
Urlando said the weather 
was perfect with a sun-
ny, clear sky and smiles 
on kids’ faces, making the 
day special for all the par-
ents and society directors 
involved.

This was the second con-
secutive year for the event 
and the organizers from 
the Agriculture Society 
were kept busy hand-
ing out donated choco-
late milk along with treat 
bags for kids who were 
done collecting and filling 
their baskets with choco-
late Easter eggs scattered 
around the grounds.

Tavistock’s Easter egg hunt 
with Tavistock’s Agriculture 
Society directors

The Weicker family from Tavistock enjoyed the Easter egg hunt in Tavistock. From left are 
dad Jesse, eight-month-old Lacey, seven-year-old Ginny, mom Ashlie and three-year-old 
Dorothy.

The hardworking volunteers with the Tavistock Agriculture Society on Saturday included, 
from left, Val Jones, Peih Leng, Chris Wiffen, Julie Kimpel, Kim Hill, Kim Urlando and fall fair 
ambassador Nicole Danen. 

Siblings Kaitlyn and Chad Keller spent many hours helping 
the Tavistock Agriculture Society organize events like Sat-
urday’s Easter egg hunt in Queen’s Park. Photos by Gary 
West
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By Paul Bartlett

On the morning of Jan. 24, 1925, Tavistock 
and area found itself in the path of a total 
solar eclipse. 

John Lemp Jr., local druggist and astrono-
mer, was able to capture the event on film 
and in his store he sold postcards of the 
event. 

Just as today, the eclipse had been widely 
anticipated. The East Zorra correspondent 
to the Gazette said, “No doubt a lot of peo-
ple who don’t know anything about it will 
be scared but just be calm and take a good 
look as we will never see it again in our 
days in Ontario.”

The path of totality was a 60-mile (96 
kilometre) strip that extended through 
Connecticut, parts of New York, Western 
Ontario, Michigan and Wisconsin. Readers 
were told that the total eclipse would last 
only two minutes, but stars would be visi-
ble during that time.

The most impressive sight would be the 
band of shadow approaching from the 
west at an enormous speed just before the 
face of the sun was entirely obscured. 

“The last remaining minutes of the par-
tial phases can be quite dramatic and 
beautiful”, writes one commentator. “The 
crescent of the Sun grows thinner as the 
Moon's shadow approaches. The abrupt 

darkness of totality is stunning and quite 
unlike you've ever seen. And the incredi-
ble solar corona is simply the most awe-in-
spiring naked-eye sight in all of nature. 
Certainly, a most remarkable sight.”

Five scientists from the Dominion 
Observatory in Ottawa planned to go to 
Hamilton to take scientific observations of 
the eclipse. One of them may have been 
John Stanley Plaskett, Canada’s foremost 

astronomer. John had been born in East 
Zorra at Strathallan and was the leader 
of an expedition to study an eclipse in 
Labrador in 1905.

When the day of the eclipse finally came, 
there was widespread disappointment 
throughout the area as cloud cover pre-
vented a clear view of “the most wonderful 
phenomenon”. Residents of Tavistock had 
gathered in the village square and had 
come equipped with smoked glass and 
camera film but were rewarded with just 
brief glimpses of the sun following totality. 
Some lucky ones were able to get fleeting 
glimpses of the stars during the period of 
total darkness which had swept over the 
community for a brief two minutes.

In the postcard of the eclipse sold by John 
Lemp, it is difficult to make out the sun 
because of the cloud cover but one can get 
a sense of the darkness that enveloped the 
community at nine o’clock in the morning.

The report in the Gazette of the Jan. 24, 
1925, eclipse concluded with the com-
ments, “The next total eclipse that will be 
visible here will be in October 2144. Here’s 
hoping the citizens of Tavistock on that 
day and generation – possibly our great-
great-great grandchildren – may have bet-
ter luck and a clearer view than did their 
forefathers.”

The total solar eclipse of January 24, 1925

 John Lemp Jr., a Tavistock area druggist, took this photo of the total solar eclipse on Jan. 
24, 1925. Though the eclipse was obscured by cloud cover, Lemp printed his photo as post 
cards and sold them as memorabilia from the historic, astronomical event. Photo courtesy 
of Tavistock and District Historical Society
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TOWNSHIP OF EAST ZORRA-TAVISTOCK  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
REGARDING DEVELOPMENT CHARGES 

Take notice that the Council of the Township of East Zorra-Tavistock will hold a public meeting, 
pursuant to section 12 of the Development Charges Act, 1997, as amended, to present and 
obtain public input on the municipality’s proposed development charges (D.C.) by-law and 
underlying background study. 

All interested parties are invited to attend the Public Meeting of Council and any person who 
attends the meeting may make representations relating to the proposed D.C. by-law and 
background study. The meeting is to be held: 

Date:  Wednesday May 1, 2024 
Time:  9:15 a.m. 
Location: Township Council Chambers, 89 Loveys Street, Hickson, ON 

Copies of the 2024 Development Charges Background Study and the proposed draft 
development charges by-law will be available for viewing at the Township’s Municipal Office and 
website www.ezt.ca on or before April 3, 2024. 

Any person may attend the public meeting and make written or verbal representation either in 
support of or in opposition to the by-law. Written submissions are invited and should be directed 
to Will Jaques, Municipal Clerk, at 519-462-2697 x7825 or wjaques@ezt.ca. Written comments 
received prior to the meeting and submissions made at the public meeting will be considered by 
Council prior to the enactment of a new development charges by-law. 

DATED AT the Township of East-Zorra Tavistock this 3rd day of April, 2024. 

Will Jaques, Clerk  
Township of East Zorra Tavistock 
89 Loveys Street, Hickson, ON, N0J 1L0

By Galen Simmons

A group of residents from a New Hamburg 
neighbourhood has partnered with a local public 
school to promote water conservation and raise 
money for the school by selling rain barrels.

Residents from the Morningside retirement 
community calling themselves Morningside 
EarthCare have partnered with Forest Glen 
Public School to sell rain barrels to Wilmot res-
idents with the help of rainbarrel.ca, an organi-
zation that sells rain barrels to raise money for 
various causes.

“EarthCare did a rain-barrel sale two years ago 
in the spring,” said Morningside resident Dean 
Peachey. “At that time, we were partnering with 
Nith Valley EcoBoosters. This time I thought 
we’d get a school or a kids’ hockey team that, 
presumably, has more households involved or 
interested in perhaps purchasing, so that’s my 
hope. By connecting with Forest Glen Public 
School, we can increase the sales and the sort of 
ripple out into the community.

“It’s not that we’re trying to make a bunch of 
money. It’s mostly that we’re trying to get rain 
barrels out there and get people thinking about 
water conservation, how do you use less water, 
conserve water, that sort of thing.”

By collecting rainwater in 50-gallon barrels and 
using it to irrigate flower and vegetable gardens 
all season, Peachey said local families can reduce 

the amount of rainwater that runs off hard, im-
permeable, manmade surfaces like concrete and 
asphalt and into local storm sewers, creeks and 
the Nith River.

Rain barrels also help curb the pollutants and 
other contaminants that are carried with rain-
water runoff into the local watershed.

“We are excited to be part of this rain bar-
rel fundraiser,” said Forest Glen school council 
member Kelly Durst. “Our students are enjoying 
learning about the many benefits collecting the 
rain has for our environment. We hope to have a 
strong fundraiser that will allow us to continue 
our greening initiatives at Forest Glen School.” 

Both Durst and Peachey hope promoting the 
use of rain barrels among Forest Glen students 
and families, as well as residents in the wider 
Wilmot Township, will help start conversations 
around water conservation and the importance 
of protecting our freshwater sources and natural 
habitats.

Wilmot residents can purchase rain barrels this 
spring by placing orders online at rainbarrel.ca/
wilmot by April 15, and the barrels will be deliv-
ered to the Wilmot Recreation Complex on April 
25 for pickup from 4-7 p.m.

There are different types of barrels available, 
most of which are repurposed food barrels, so 
there is an additional environmental benefit to 
using the barrels.

Wilmot neighbourhood group promoting water conservation 
and raising money for Forest Glen Public School

Morningside EarthCare member Dean Peachey shows off one of two rain bar-
rels he uses to catch rainwater and irrigate the flowers and vegetables in his 
home gardens in New Hamburg. Photo by Galen Simmons
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ONLINE
READ US
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St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Programs each Sunday for children during service. 
St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.
St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212 
Pastor Jim Brown
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon 
discussion. All are welcome

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP

Bruce Baechler
In loving memory of a 

dear husband, father and Papa 
who passed away 8 years ago 

April 4, 2016

SOMEONE IS MISSING

Let this be a loving reminder
That someone is missing today
Someone our hearts still hold on to,
As we travel along life's way.
Someone who made life so special,
For all those who gather here,
Someone who won't be forgotten,
But cherished from year to year.
And now, as we pause to remember,
Let us all fondly recall,
How dearly each of us loved him,
And oh, How he loved us all.

Always and forever your 
loving wife Linda, children 

and grandchildren

IN MEMORIAM

In Memory of
Linda Ann Kennedy (nee Tallon)

June 21, 1947 – March 25, 2024
Heaven smells like rolled 
ribs and pigtails as Linda 
and Mike are together again! 
Cherished mother of Patrick 
(Abby) and proud grand-
mother of Grayson, Linda 
worked hard and enjoyed 
life as the proprietor of the 
former Queens Tavern in 
Wellesley and close to 40 
years at Kennedy’s Tavern in 
St. Agatha.

Before opening her successful family business 
with Mike, Linda was a teacher and worked in the 
fashion world. Linda was an extraordinary cook 
whose laughter can still be heard ringing through 
the kitchen, as she served 100’s of thousands of 
meals in our community. Always an entertaining 
storyteller, Linda’s eyes would sparkle when shar-
ing stories of her life and especially her beloved 
“Wee Pat” and the love of her life Mike.

Predeceased by her husband Michael (2021), par-
ents Patrick and Helen (Miller) Tallon, brothers 
Mel Splane, Gerry Tallon, sisters Dawn Perrla, 
Gayle McNamara and brother-in-law Reverend 
Monsignor Philip Kennedy C.H.H. Left to mourn 
are brothers and sisters-in-law Anne (Michel), 
Ayngus (Donna), Andy (Nancy), Neil (Martha), 
Kathleen, Margaret, Clara (Barry) and numerous 
nieces and nephews on both sides.

Linda’s gifts were always shared with her com-
munity and those in need. Whether it was service 
clubs, charities or community fundraisers, people 
knew that they could turn to Linda for help. She 
was active with the St. Agatha CWL, The Wellesley 
Apple Butter and Cheese Festival and was Past 
President of the K-W Visitor and Convention 
Bureau. Linda Kennedy had a passion and love 
for people. As generations of staff have passed 
through the doors of Kennedy’s, Linda mentored 
not only in work but in life. Many to this day still 
consider her a second mother or close friend and 
have kept her in their lives. Whether in the “dish 
pit” or over a hot grill, Linda doled out wisdom 
with humour and the occasional stern word when 
she deemed it necessary.

Linda’s legacy continues as she wisely shared the 
secret recipes of her delicious meals with Patrick, 
who carries on the family business. Mrs. Kennedy 
was a beloved friend to so many people and she 
will be missed greatly.

The family wishes to thank the staff at Grand 
River and Freeport Hospitals for their loving care.

Relatives and friends were invited to the Mark 
Jutzi Funeral Home, 291 Huron Street, New 
Hamburg, on Monday, April 1, 2024 from 2 – 4 
& 6 – 8 pm. Funeral Mass was celebrated at St. 
Agatha Roman Catholic Parish, on Tuesday, April 
2, 2024 at 11 am. Interment in Parkview Cemetery, 
Waterloo.

As expressions of sympathy, donations to the 
Canadian Cancer Society would be appreciated by 
the family. Personal condolences can be posted at 
www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

appreciated by the family. Personal condolences 
can be posted at www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

OBITUARY

205 Peel St.
New Hamburg, ON
Phone: 519-662-1857
Fax: 519-662-2166

info@kratax.caEmail:

Hours:
Monday - Friday 9am -
Large Drop Box Available

4pm

During these Hours

No Appointment Necessary.
Come & Join our Family!Come & Join the family

Mon to Thurs: 9AM to 6PM
Fri: 9AM to 5PM
Sat: 9AM to Noon

SCHROEDER, Carl Andrew
Passed away peacefully, with his family at his side 
on Thursday March 28, 2024, at St. Mary’s General 
Hospital, Kitchener. Carl was born 95 years ago 
in Cambridge, Ontario, a son of the late Ferdinand 
and Freda Schroeder.

Loving father of Mark Schroeder and wife Liz of 
Waterdown, David Schroeder and partner Kelly 
Shewan of Port Stanley, and John Schroeder 
of Port Rowan. Devoted grandfather of Brodie 
Schroeder, Todd Schroeder and wife Jenny, Helen 
Schroeder, Carl Schroeder and partner Kiley 
Jablonski. Proud great-grandfather of Deagan and 
Dylan Schroeder. Carl will be missed by sister 
Lorna Struthers as well as by many nieces, neph-
ews, and extended families.

Predeceased by his beloved wife Lorraine 
(Bingeman) Schroeder (July 13, 2010), brothers, 
sisters and in-laws; Harold Schroeder, Morris and 
wife Evelyn Schroeder, Beulah and husband Lorne 
Grube, Norma and husband Robert Robichaud, 
and Harold Struthers.

Carl was a long time member of Trinity Lutheran 
Church, New Hamburg. He had a great passion for 
the outdoors and wood working. Carl was an avid 
golfer and would be found on the course as often 
as possible.

Relatives and friends are invited to a gathering 
in celebration of Carl’s life on Thursday, April 
11, 2024, from 12 – 2 p.m at Mark Jutzi Funeral 
Home’s reception room. Refreshments will be 
served. Please enter through the basement doors 
at the garage.

A private graveside service will be held at 
Riverside Cemetery, New Hamburg, for family 
members and relatives at 11:00 a.m.

As expressions of sympathy, donations would 
be accepted to the St Mary’s General Hospital 
Foundation - Cardiac Unit and can be done 
through the funeral home website.

Personal condolences and donation information 
available at www.markjtzifuneralhomes.ca

OBITUARY
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GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S
All are welcome
Service led by Rev Marg Smith
Music by Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Pastor Steve Hoffard 
Church Office 519-655-2372
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Interim Pastor Harold Schlegel.
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am, 
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship 
service.

Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario
Questions or Need Help?
Text or Call: (519) 655-2413
tavistockbc.org
Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer
Regular Services 2pm

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

BIRTHDAYS ANDBIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIES
BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES
BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES

Does someone in your family have a special day coming up? Let us know 
at thewtgazette@gmail.com to appear in our Birthdays and Anniversaries 
listing or to arrange for a special announcement ad. 

April 4: Happy birthday to Hannah Heinbuch (10), Kennedy 
Faulhafer (19), Mitchell McKay, and Larry Hohner.

April 5: Happy birthday to Kate Doan (18).

April 6: Happy birthday to Montana Zehr (19) and Brenda West.

April 7: Happy birthday to Joshua Hobson (15) and Adam West.

April 8: Happy birthday to Ethan Miller (12), Ruby Harnack (16), 
Justin Strohoff (18), Blair Sparling (22), Jean Brown (93), Heather 
Knechtel, and anniversary for Gary J. and Shirley Yantzi (41st).

April 9: Happy birthday to Austin Lupton (14) and Clare 
Wettlaufer, and anniversaries for Marlin and Brenda Bender 
(47th) and Jeff and Susan Wagner (47th).

April 10: Happy birthday to Lily Gilmore (17), and anniversary 
for Terry and Lynne Ross (31st).

By Jake Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through 
the past pages of the Tavistock Gazette 
(est. 1895). Within this weekly column 
I’d like to share with you some of my 
findings.
April 2-9, 2014, Edition (10 years ago)

Early bird registration for the World 
Crokinole Championship is to be received 
by April 30.

The memorial hockey tournament for lo-
cal soldier Tyler Todd will look to grow 
again this year when players fill the arena 
in Plattsville this weekend, April 3,4 and 5, 
2014. Last year’s tournament was a great 
success with 160 joining together for some 
non-competitive, three-on-three hockey 
and raised $35,000 for Wounded Warriors.

Families of students at Sprucedale Pub-
lic School, Shakespeare participated in a 
Family Arts Night last Wednesday, March 
26, 2014. The event was part of the Parents 
Reaching Out program from the Ministry of 
Education. 

Janice K. Wagler was the recipient of the 35-
year, 4-H Milestone Award at the Monsan-
to 4-H Ontario Volunteer Recognition lun-
cheon held at the Waterloo Inn on Saturday. 
Janice is actively involved as a volunteer, 
was a past president and sits on the board 
of directors.

Members of the Tavistock and District Rod 
and Gun Club held another successful gun 
show at the Tavistock Memorial Hall this 
past weekend. More than 100 enthusiasts 
set up tables and welcomed a crowd of over 
350 with everything from guns, crossbows 
and rare spare parts and accessories around 
the hall. 

According to church records, it’s been 25 

years since the first Lenten Luncheon was 
held at Grace United Church.

March 31-April 7, 2004, Edition (20 years 
ago)

Saturday April 3, M&M Meat Shops and 
Mac’s convenience store will host a Spring 
Fling fundraiser for Cystic-Fibrosis in Tav-
istock. The one-day event will feature raffles 
for prizes and a non-perishable food collec-
tion, as well as a barbeque and 99-cent foot-
long subs. 

The Tavistock Royals did not go down with-
out an all-out effort on Friday night in 
Monktown. Down three games to one, they 
took their final game into overtime tied at 2, 
but Monktown’s Jeff Hunt scored the winner 
putting an end to the Royals season. 

When Bill Swanink heard a bump in the 
night, he didn’t dream that a truck might 
have nearly taken off the front of his antique 
store. Bill got up next morning to find bricks 
and mortar lying on the sidewalk, his railing 
in pieces and his lightshade on the sidewalk. 
Swanink’s are hoping to have a sign posted 
to reduce truck traffic along the side street.

April 4-11, 1984, Edition (40 years ago)

Tavistock – Embro Men’s Hockey League 
brought a close to their 1983/84 season with 
a banquet and awards night on Friday. Re-
ceiving the top scorer was Gord Marshall of 
Innerkip who scored 19 goals and had 31 as-
sists. The top goaltender was Embro’s Jamie 
Shewan with an average of 3.13 goals per 
game.

With the added financial help of the Knech-
tel Corporation, the First Tavistock Brown-
ies will have a new toadstool and owl for 
their meetings. Knechtel associate Store 
owner Don Schwartzentruber was pleased 
to present a cheque for $35.00 to 9-year-old 
Jodi Smith and 6-year-old Michelle Holst of 

the Tavistock troop.

On the final night of regular season play of 
the Men’s Dart League at the Legion Hall on 
Wednesday, the top point winner was the 
Canadians with 75. The highest score of the 
night was a tie between Jim Brenneman and 
Kevin Woelfle with 140. 

Congratulations to Emily Clarke who is cel-
ebrating her 100th birthday. Emily was born 
in Dublin, Ireland.

The Tavistock Curling Club held their 
eighth annual meeting on Friday and pre-
sented awards to the winners. Doug Wiffen 
presented the first draw afternoon winners, 
Janis Keizer, John Schultz and Gloria Wet-
tlaufer with trophies from Tavistock Farm 
Supply Ltd. Ross Yantzi from Yantzi’s Feed 
and Seed presented the second draw after-
noon curlers, Len Neeb, Gloria Wettlaufer, 
Marrie Schultz and Susan Stock.

April 3-10, 1964, Edition (60 years ago)

The Gazette was advised late Monday after-
noon that demolition of the former Peppler 
Block, recently purchased for a new post of-
fice, is expected to get underway toward the 
middle of the month.

All candidates in the April 8 federal election 
must pay a $200 deposit – a fee that hasn’t 
changed in 81 years. It is required under the 
Canada Elections Act to discourage people 
who have no serious parliamentary aspira-
tions.

A surplus of $2,816 on the operations 
during 1962, and an accumulated surplus 
of $28,025, were shown in the report of the 
auditors presented to the South Easthope 
Township council at its meeting last Mon-
day afternoon. And the report also showed 
outstanding taxes of $7,993, which is a slight 
decrease from that reported a year ago.

The Old Gazettes

The Wilmot-Tavistock 
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1.	 When was the last time a total solar 
eclipse crossed Canada?

2.	 How many divisions are on an 
American Roulette Wheel?

3.	 What does SPF stand for?

4.	 Does sound travel faster in water or 
air?

5.	 What is the bunny’s name in Disney’s 
Zootopia?

6.	 What country has the most castles?

7.	 What is a group of flamingos called?

8.	 What are April showers meant to 
bring?

9.	 What day is Earth Day?

10.	What nationality was Picasso?

Answers found on page 26
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By Gary West

There are many well-educated youth from 
the Perth County community who grow 
into adulthood and end up giving back to 
the community they were raised in.

OPP Sgt. Leanne Wilhelm is one of those 
people.

Wilhelm grew up north of Stratford, on 
Airport Road in North Easthope Township 
of Perth County. She attended North 
Easthope Public School, Northwestern 
Secondary School, Seneca College and 
then the Ontario Police College. She is a 
daughter of David and Shirley Wilhelm 
who now reside in Shakespeare.

She is in her 17th year of policing with the 
Ontario Provincial Police.

Prior to being hired as a provincial con-
stable, Wilhelm was a member of the Perth 
County auxiliary policing unit, a volunteer 
unit with the OPP.

She was promoted to auxiliary sergeant 
before being hired on as a fulltime con-
stable in 2008 in Huron County.

For 13 years, Leanne worked out of Clinton 
in Huron County before being transferred 
back to Sebringville in Perth County for 
two years to be closer to her family.

After competing in a rigorous sergeant 
competition, Leeanne was successful and 
promoted to sergeant in Huron County in 
September 2022. She is now a frontline 
supervisor reporting out of the Clinton 

detachment.

Wilhelm has a variety of policing expe-
rience. She is a crisis negotiator and re-
sponds to crisis calls all over the western 
region. A crisis negotiator is called out 

during an integrated response in relation 
to a suicidal person, barricaded person 
and/or hostage takings.

She is also a member of the provincial-li-
aison team and has been a coach officer 
for numerous recruits. During her career, 
Wilhelm held various roles including do-
mestic-violence coordinator, media-re-
lations officer and peer-support team 
member. Wilhelm was elected and holds 
the position of area president with the 
Ontario Provincial Police Association.

When asked what her favourite part of be-
ing a police officer is, she would often say 
“the variety of different work that it brings 
is special, not knowing what will happen 
day-to-day, and helping the community.”

“Some days at work are really tough,” she 
says, “and some days are really rewarding.” 

She has a great team of officers that all 
help each other out and she loves her job 
and enjoys going to work every day.”

She also said she enjoys supporting and 
mentoring her fellow co-workers.

Wilhelm is married with three boys and 
loves being outdoors and spending time 
with family and friends. Wilhelm can of-
ten be seen at community events either in 
or out of uniform.

OPP Sgt. Leanne Wilhelm now the president of the 
Ontario Provincial Police Association

 Sgt. Leanne Wilhelm pictured and is now in Huron County as a frontline supervisor out of 
the Clinton detachment. Contributed photo

90C Peel St.., New Hamburg, ON N3A 1E3

E X P E R I E N C E D  Alison Willsey
Real Estate Broker Direct: 519-275-4900

Office: 519-662-4900
willseyalison@gmail.com
www.willseyrealestate.com

PROFESSIONAL & HONEST

RURAL
RESIDENTIAL

FARMS
since 2005

 Tavistock

40

For Sale

Stratford

MLS# 40560889   $869,900
806137  Oxford Rd. 29, Innerkip 

3.5 acres 
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, open concept living & dining,  

family friendly layout, Barn, Pasture, A1 zoning,
minutes to 401

Property Listings
Sold

SoldSold
Kitchener 

Under
Contract

MLS# 40546884
$697,500 

46 W. Morningside Circle, 
New Hamburg

2 Bedroom, 2 full bath, open
concept, Sunporch, Newer Kitchen

& Flooring, Double Garage 

Sold

 Tavistock  Tavistock
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FABULOUS AT FORTY  

Celebrating OUR 40TH SHOW!

APRIL 13 & 14, 2024
 THE ROTARY COMPLEX:  353 MCCARTHY RD, STRATFORD, ON N5A 7S7

STRATFORDHOMELE ISURESHOW.COM
  @STFDHOMESHOW       STRATFORDHOMELEISURESHOW       STRATFORDHOMELEISURESHOW

13
SAT  APRIL

9AM-5PM
14
SUN  APRIL

1 1AM-4PM
FREE

$6
ADMISS ION

12  +  UNDER

40 YEARS OF HOME INSPIRATION AT  
THE ANNIVERSARY HOME & LEISURE SHOW

•  KITCHEN DISPLAYS •  RENOVATION INFO

•  LEISURE OPTIONS •  OUTDOOR SHEDS & LANDSCAPING

•  HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES FOR THE KIDS! •  FREE PARKING

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE PERTH-HURON BUILDERS ASSOCIATION PERTHHURONBA.COM

LEARN ABOUT 
SKILLED TRADES! GET 

HANDS-ON & MAKE  
A PROJECT TO 
TAKE HOME!

MS2_Stratford Home&Leisure_10.3x12.6_FP.indd   1 2024-03-25   10:38 AM
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SPORTS —

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette staff

Out of all Tavistock Minor Hockey teams, 
just four made it to their divisional 
championship. 

Of those four, only two teams took home 
gold and both of those teams had women 
as head coaches, a recent trend that has 
seen a number of women in minor and 
professional hockey coaching positions, 
breaking gender stereotypes that still ex-
ist in modern sports.

Tavistock U15 LL Titans wins divisional 
championship

Sweeping their opponent 2-0 in a best of 
three series, the Tavistock U15 LL Titans 
won the Grand River Local League (LL) 
Division C Championship on Saturday, 
March 24. 

Facing a tough opponent, the Woolwich 
Wildcats, the U15 Titans were able to rise 
above the adversity and hammer home 
that they deserved that championship ti-
tle and trophy. 

In game one, the Titans hosted the 
Wildcats on Wednesday, March 20 and in 
a hard-fought battle from goal line to goal 
line, the Titans decidedly won 3-1.

“Winning that first game, and at home 
in our own barn, gave our team the con-
fidence they needed heading into game 
two,” said head coach Kathleen Smith.

“Knowing some of the pressure was off, 
but also knowing we could beat a team that 
we had only ever lost or tied to, made all 
the difference. Confidence, hard work and 
trust in the coaching staff made the differ-
ence and led this team to be champions.”

Despite the relief after a hard-fought win 
at home, the Titans knew there was still 
work to be done. Game two was held on 
Saturday, March 24 in Woolwich.

From the moment the puck was dropped, 
the Titans had the Wildcats on their heels 
and continued to pour on the pressure. 
The relentless forechecking and shots 
testing their goalie, eventually led to op-
portunities for the Titans. 

Never giving up and letting the puck do 
the work led to a 5-2 victory and the Titans 
were named division champions. 

“It was an honour and quite magical to 
have coached such a team in my first year 

of coaching. I was a teacher, a coach, a 
guide, but they did the work,” Smith said.

“I always told them that we (the coaching 
staff) are here to help, advise, plan, have a 
vision and guide, but it’s up to them to do 
the work and earn their accolades. They 
did just that, and I couldn’t be prouder of 
the young men and women they have be-
come over the course of this season. It was 
a privilege to coach them, and for the ones 
I won’t be coaching next year, I wish them 
all luck in their next season.” 

The U15 LL’s successful season wasn’t al-
ways easy. With a short bench of 10 skat-
ers and two goalies, along with some very 
dedicated AP players, there were also 
some power struggles within the locker 
room thrown into the mix. 

Yet the entire coaching staff of the U15 LL 
squad knew they had to deal with the con-
flict early on, to not let it fester and grow. 

Once this was dealt with, and a common 
goal was established, there was nothing in 
the team’s way. 

Throughout the season the team worked 
on systems, special teams, they were disci-
plined for selfish or retaliatory penalties, 
and they worked on earning trust from 
their teammates. 

Going from the challenge of a short bench 
of players, half of which had never played 
together before, to a truly unified team 
that passed the puck, that used and relied 
on everyone on the ice from goalie out, 
and that celebrated each other’s successes 
was a dream for the coaching staff.

“This was a team that developed over the 
season, overcame obstacles early on, and 
became one unit with the same goal – to 
win,” said Smith.

“I brought my experiences of playing at 
high levels and the lessons I learned over 
the years from my coaches to this year as 
a head coach. I did my best to try to teach 
the kids discipline, the value of hard work, 
and what it really means to be a team. 
And look how it paid off – they are divi-
sion champions and brought home some 
hardware.”

Smith also credited team manager Laura 
Meadows for volunteering her time to 
manage the hockey team and run training 
for all Tavistock Minor Hockey teams.

U11 Tavistock Titans LL Team 1 win gold 
in B Division final

The other Tavistock Minor Hockey team 
that made it to their divisional finals was 
the U11 Tavistock Titans LL Team 1.

On home ice, the team earned the gold 
medal in the B Division final series of 
the season against St. George. On top of 
success in tournaments, head coach Stacy 
Jordan’s squad made it to the divisional 
championship best of three series against 
St. George.

In a deciding two-games-to-none sweep, 
the U11 Titans won the championship title 
on home ice on Friday, March 22 in front 
of a supportive and hometown crowd.

The U11 LL Team 1 squad had a bit of a 
different story this season. The team of 16 
players seemed to click early in the sea-
son, which helped on the ice and the U11 
LL team had a great season.

Jordan said, along with a tight team from 
the start, keeping consistent lines and po-
sitions helped bring success to the U11 LL 
team.

The U11 Titans competed in several tour-
naments during the season and brought 
home hardware from three of them. They 
earned a bronze medal in the Embro 
Tournament, a silver in Tillsonburg, and a 
gold medal in Oshawa. 

Despite being one of only two women 
head coaches in the organization, Jordan 
said being a woman had no bearing on her 
success as a coach.

“Sometimes I wondered if certain sit-
uations that happened during the sea-
son would have looked different if I was 
a male,” she said. “But I was fortunate to 
have had great coaches in my past as a 
hockey player and have a great rapport 
with kids.”

Assistant coaches Joe Clemmer and Glen 
Sutherland, and team trainer Kelitta 
Martin were a huge part in the success of 
the team, Jordan said. 

“The parents on our team were a huge bo-
nus,” she added. “They were so supportive 
with it being my first year as head coach.”

Despite the successful season, Jordan ad-
mits the team did have some challeng-
es over the season, and one of them was 
due to their biggest rival, the other U11 
Tavistock team. 

Jordan acknowledged that the other U11 
team had a great lineup of coaches and 
players too, adding that it was always a 
fun match against them.

“Honestly, we could have beat any team 
in our division this year if we showed up 
to play every game,” Jordan said. “We beat 
St. George in regular season but when it 
came to playoffs, we couldn’t pull it off un-
til the final series.”

The first game of the series against St. 
George was a hard-fought battle, as St. 
George came to play.

Both teams were on their game that night 
and played positional hockey quite well. 
Knowing if they played aggressive, they 
would win, the U11 Titans came out on top.

With the momentum on their side and less 
pressure going into the second game of 
the series on home ice, the U11 Titans had 
a job ahead of them.

With back and forth scoring by both 
teams, eventually the U11 Titans pulled 
ahead in front of a hometown crowd and 
secured the championship title late in the 
third period. 

When it comes to methodology to coaching, 
Jordan said she tries to keep things very 
simple and easy for them to understand.

“When you throw complicated drills at 
them after a long day at school, they sim-
ply can’t comprehend what you are trying 
to teach them, let alone why,” Jordan said. 
“My lecture at the start of every game was 
to beat them to the puck. The team that 
wins the race to the puck more often, is 
the team that wins the game.”

Editors note: U15 Tavistock Titans LL 
head coach Kathleen Smith is editor of The 
Goderich Sun, another paper owned and 
operated by Grant Haven Media, the busi-
ness that owns and operated the Wilmot-
Tavistock Gazette. Smith collected and sub-
mitted all of the content and photos in this 
story.

Tavistock Minor Hockey’s only two women head 
coaches lead teams to divisional championships

The U15 LL Titans won the divisional championship on March 24. From left are assistant 
coach Chris Jansen, Wyatt Charbonneau, Alex Meadows, Colin Smith, John Jansen, Caleb 
Chambers, Michael McCadden, Brady Kuiack, Brandon Cox, Darcy Zehr, Addy Smith, Tyler 
Reis, head coach Kathleen Smith, Presley Lafleur, trainer Daryll McCadden, Daniel Hovius, 
Flypp Broeckel and manager/trainer Laura Meadows. Contributed photo

The U11 Tavistock Titans LL Team 1 after their home ice win for the championship title. 
Contributed photo



13Thursday, April 4 , 2024The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

SPORTS —

ROAD HOCKEY Tournament

REGISTER YOUR TEAM TODAY
tavistockroadhockey.com

Tavistock, ON
Pavilion in Queen’s 

Park Centre

April 6, 2024
Starting at 9 am
Ending at 1 pm

Ages 10-14
Teams of Four

Free Lunch & Hat
Chance to Win Equipment!

By Gary West

The U-18 Tavistock Titans wrapped up 
their season recently and came as close 
as any team could come to capturing the 
OMHA round-robin championship.

In their final game in Aylmer, the Titans 
and East Elgin Attack were tied 1-1 
heading into the final minutes of the sec-
ond period in Aylmer. The Attack got a 
late second-period goal on a breakaway.

The Titans came out in full attack mode 
in the third,  but came up just short of 
getting it past a hot goaltender from East 
Elgin.

“The boys really improved throughout 
the year and came together as a team 
as time went on,” head coach Zack Berg 
said, adding that’s what matters the 
most.

“The team came up short in the final 
game, but it wasn’t because of lack of ef-
fort. Overall, it was a successful season 
and one the boys should be proud of and 
hopefully remember for the rest of their 
lives.”

Berg said playing hockey to win is im-
portant, but not as important as the 
friends and personal growth that will 
stay with the young hockey players for 
years to come.

Tavistock Titans runners-up in Aylmer

Pictured are the 2023-2024 U-18 Tavistock Titans. In the front row from left are Zack Roth, Owen 
Maxwell, Brady Raymer, Morgan Brenneman, Jake Hauss, Carter Roth, Carter Otto, Dylan West, 
Jordan Keene, Logan Rose and Ethan Gilbert. In the second row from left are Anderson Allan, Jor-
dan Wiles, Max Harvey, Cooper Yantzi, Logan Hallock, Cam Monroe and Blake Stere. In the back 
row from left are coaches Derek Hyde, Zack Berg, Jake Wiffen and Jensen Van Boekel. Contributed 
photo

Pictured are the U-18 Tavistock Ti-
tans, dejected but proud to receive the 
banner for being named runners-up 
in Aylmer following their defeat at the 
hands of the East Elgin Attack by a 2-1 
final score. Photo by Gary West
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By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
reporter

The repeat didn’t happen.

Tavistock went down in four games in the 
inaugural Ontario Elite Hockey League 
Championship to the Minto 81s, denying 
the Royals a repeat of last season’s ti-
tle, then in the Western Ontario Athletic 
Conference Association.

The 81s claimed the crown with a 5-2 vic-
tory on Tavistock ice Saturday night. Minto 
jumped out to a 3-0 lead after two peri-
ods before Sean Kienapple’s goal just six 
minutes into the third pulled the Royals 
to within two. After another 81s marker, 
Kienapple scored again, his fifth of the 
playoffs, with four minutes left to make it 
4-2, but there would be no comeback. 

Deven Kropf forced overtime in game 
three with his sixth of the postseason on a 
feed from Geoff Killing. Minto scored the 
winner three minutes into the extra peri-
od to earn a 4-3 victory. The 81s led 2-0 in 
the first before Drew Gerth’s 12th of the 
playoffs. The teams traded second-peri-
od goals as Callan Christner scored on a 
powerplay on a pass from Trevor Sauder 
to pull Tavistock to within one.  

Despite coming up short, Royals president 
Kyle Wynette said he and the rest of the 

executive couldn’t be more pleased with 
the on-ice product this season. 

“We are extremely proud of the perfor-
mance of our team this season. While we 
fell four wins short of our ultimate goal, 
it's not an easy task to reach the finals two 
years in a row in a league full of so much 
talent.  A deep playoff run and great fan 
support certainly make it easier to contin-
ue to bring Royals hockey to the commu-
nity in the coming years.”  

Anyone who follows the team has seen the 
same faces volunteering their time year 
after year. Wynette said there are so many 
people to thank for their selflessness. 

“John Bender is one of our long-standing 
volunteers who put in countless hours 
to ensure things flow smoothly behind 
the scenes. John's wife Pauline Bender 
has been another long-serving execu-
tive. Aside from being known for her work 
selling programs at the front door, she 
is always our biggest and loudest sup-
porter in the stands. Duane Kropf, Doug 
Berger and Murray Holtzworth are three 
long-serving volunteers who staff the 
front door for each home game and en-
sure all our fans get into their seats in a 
timely fashion.” 

He added Ron Saunders, Heidi Danen, 
Jack Danen and Kim Zehr should also be 

recognized. 

“I can't thank Heidi enough for how many 
hours she puts into this team. Not only 
does she keep our finances in check, but 
she spends a lot of time stocking and keep-
ing our Blueline Club running smooth-
ly. Rod Ramseyer is our newest executive 
member and his creativity and passion 
for his role have been a huge boost to our 
club this season.”

Wynette also wanted to recognize assis-
tant trainer Scott Habel, and game an-
nouncer Teddy Schurink. 

“His energy and passion for the team shine 
through in his work in the timekeepers' 
booth.  Executive member Kevin Zehr, an-
other Royals lifer, is usually seen sitting 
beside Ted in the timekeepers' box. In ad-
dition to fulfilling the demanding task of 
tracking the game and updating the score-
board, Kevin is always a smart, responsi-
ble voice of reason with important execu-
tive decisions.”

Wynette also wanted to give kudos to the 
coaching staff made up of general man-
ager and coach Brad Stere and assistants 
Tyson Zehr and Addison Cober. 

“Their energy and dedication are a huge 
part of the success of our club.  And last 
but certainly not least, our founder Ken 
"Tooke" Zehr. There isn't a person in the 
league that doesn't love and respect him.”

The fan support the Royals receive is 
among the best in the league, something 
not unrecognized by Wynette and his fel-
low executive members. 

“I can't express my gratitude enough to 
the community and thank them for the 

support they have shown. I feel a respon-
sibility to ensure we deliver a quality 
product to our fans, and I don't want to let 
them down. While I was disappointed we 
couldn't deliver them another champion-
ship banner, I'm proud of the effort this 
group has put in to entertain our amazing 
fans each weekend. It's amazing seeing so 
many young fans out to our games. Their 
energy and care for our players are a huge 
inspiration.”

Wynette is a member of the league’s board 
of directors and serves in the treasur-
er role. He has been involved in much of 
the day-to-day operations, something he’s 
pleased to see is changing. 

“We were fortunate this year to have hired 
a league commissioner, Rick Richardson, 
and more recently a league statistician, 
Dennis Watson. Passing over some of the 
clerical work to these staff members has 
been a huge relief for me. I had to wear a 
few hats when the league first got rolling 
this fall.”

He explained overall Tavistock is hap-
py with how the year the inaugural year 
went.  

“We had to learn very quickly how to 
run a hockey league.  With our first sea-
son now completed, our focus will be on 
fixing some of our processes, expand-
ing the promotion and marketing of the 
league, and strategizing how this league 
will grow and prosper in the years ahead. 
Our shorter-term goals are to seek league-
wide sponsorship with those financial re-
sources being put towards improving our 
league visibility and the overall program 
for our players.”

Royals swept in OEHL championship series

THIS SPRING, GOLF IN NEW HAMBURG!

30% OFF *
THE FIRST HOUR 

OF PLAY
*Present this ad 
upon purchase

• DATE NIGHT SPECIALS
• KID’S BIRTHDAY PARTIES
• PRIVATE PARTIES
• WEEKLY LEAGUES FOR 
    ALL SKILL LEVELS
• LESSONS FROM OUR PRO

BOOK ONLINE

STATE OF THE ART GOLF SIMULATORS
HYDRAULIC PLATFORM WITH REALISTIC PLAY

182 UNION ST., NEW HAMBURG  •  519.662.1938
NEWHAMBURGONPARGOLF.CA

www.stonetowntravel.com

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL Where in the world Where in the world 

would you like to go?would you like to go?  

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel 

consultants today!consultants today!
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By Galen Simmons

Though they found themselves at the top 
of the heap in the Shamrock League’s in-
augural season, the U18A New Hamburg 
Junior Firebirds fell short with a win, a 
loss and a tie at the Ontario Minor Hockey 
Association (OMHA) tournament in 
Whitby over the weekend.

The firebirds tied the Oakville Rangers, 
ranked fifth in the province, 3-3 in the first 
game; they beat the Markham Waxers 4-0 
in game two; and then lost to the Quinte 
West Golden Hawks 3-2 to conclude the 
Firebirds’ OMHA tournament run and 
their season.

“(Quinte West) scored three goals in the 
first period,” Firebirds head coach Zach 
Mark said. “It was a slow start we couldn’t 
bounce back from. We dealt with a little bit 
of controversy all weekend, so it was kind 
of hanging over our heads.”

The controversy Mark referred to is the 
recent suspension of Junior Firebirds 
defenceman Jordan “JJ” Jacobs, who was 
targeted with a racial slur during a game 
on March 7. According to media reports, 
an opposing player referred to Jacobs as 
the N-word, and Jacobs responded with 
the use of profanity. While the player who 
uttered the racial slur was suspended for 
seven games by the OMHA, Jordan was 
also initially handed down a seven-game 
suspension for his response, which was 
later reviewed and reduced to three 
games.

That suspension prevented Jacobs from 
playing at the OMHA tournament.

“When you lose your best defenceman 
or your strongest core – we always say 
he’s like the heartbeat of our team – it’s 

tough to not have him,” Mark said. “Then 
in game two against Markham, one of our 
other strong players (Aidan Klasnic) cut 
his artery, so he was squirting blood pretty 
good.

“I can now joke about it because he’s still 
with us, he’s okay, but a scary, scary mo-
ment for sure. I think there was more 
blood on the ice than was left in his body.”

While it was a tough end to an otherwise 
great season for the Junior Firebirds, which 
saw the team come away with 51-7-11 

record, Mark said he takes some conso-
lation knowing the team that knocked his 
team out in the OMHA tournament went 
on to lose in the tournament final.

“Quinte ended up going to the final and 
lost in overtime in the final, so it was good 
to know we were that close and just a slow 
start cost us the game,” Mark said. “With 
being down bodies and stuff, it was tough, 
but two good teams – Welland and Quinte 
– are heading to OHF now with Woodstock, 
St. Thomas and Porcupine.”

While Mark said he didn’t know what to 
expect with the level of competition in the 
Shamrock League, he was pleased with 
how the inaugural season played out.

“We knew right off the hop that we had a 
skilled group and could do well this sea-
son,” Mark said, noting a number of play-
ers who had been with New Hamburg 
Minor Hockey since they were kids re-
turned this season to play hometown 
hockey. “Our start to the season, I believe 
we played 35 straight games without a loss. 
… It started off hot. We won our region-
al Silver Stick (tournament), we won our 
Glancaster tournament and then during 
the Christmas break we also won a tour-
nament down in Riverside. We actually 
had our first loss there. It was a shootout 
loss in the tournament, but it still meant a 
win in the finals.

“At International Silver Stick in Sarnia, we 
went 3-in-1 in round-robin, but due to the 
tie breakers, just unfortunately we didn’t 
advance on to the semis, which was tough 
but a good learning experience for us.”

The Junior Firebirds sailed through play-
offs right up until game one of their final 
series with the Dorchester Dragons, losing 
4-3 in overtime. New Hamburg then tied 
Dorchester 2-2 in game two and won 4-1 
in game three before Aydan Burns scored 
the Shamrock League winning goal in 
sudden-death overtime to break the se-
ries tie and win the champion banner and 
a ticket to the OMHA tournament.

“We’ve been the favourites all year. It was 
definitely backs against the wall,” Mark 
said. “We hadn’t dealt with that kind of ad-
versity, so it was definitely good to be able 
to push through it and be successful.”

U18A New Hamburg Junior Firebirds, Shamrock 
League champions, fall short at OMHA tourney

Though the U18A New Hamburg Junior Firebirds were champions of the Shamrock League 
in its inaugural season, they fell short at the OMHA tournament in Whitby over the weekend 
as a result of being down two of their best players. Contributed photo

Firebirds win controversial 
OT thriller to take 
stranglehold on PJHL series 
By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
reporter

Justin McManus scored the game-win-
ning goal just over 14 minutes into the 
second overtime period Tuesday night 
in Woodstock to give New Hamburg a 
3-2 victory and a 3-1 lead in the Doherty 
Division final.

Anthony Pede fed McManus who tucked 
the puck in under Navy Vets goalie Tyler 
Bouck who was outstanding all night, 
stopping 43 of the 46 shots he faced.

The Navy Vets twice thought they had won 
in overtime but had two goals disallowed. 
The first was because Firebirds goalie 
Graeme Noye accidentally knocked the 
net off its pegs before the puck crossed 
the line and the second was after none of 
the four on-ice officials saw a shot from 

Ethan Szabo hit the top of the net before 
bouncing out quickly. Video taken by 519 
Sports Online posted on its Facebook page 
clearly shows the puck in the net.

Woodstock general manager Matt Fidlin 
said the coaching staff was told by the of-
ficiating crew that Noye’s stick hit the top 
of the netting, not the puck. Fidlin added 
the team will be filing an official protest 
with the Provincial Junior Hockey League. 
Game five in the series is scheduled for 
Friday night in New Hamburg.

Antonio Pasqualino opened the scoring 
for New Hamburg to give the Firebirds a 
1-0 lead after 20 minutes. Mitch Penner 
tied it up in the second and the teams ex-
changed goals in the third frame setting 
up the extra periods. 

LOCAL SPORTS
STORIES WANTED

We want to celebrate our local athletes
with our readers. That’s why we welcome

photos and stories on any of our local
sports teams and athletes! 

Email them to:
thewtgazette@gmail.com

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS WITH US!
Contact Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418 or sharonbleis@gmail.com
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By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative reporter

The Ontario Minor Hockey Association (OMHA) is com-
ing under criticism from a Wilmot Township coach and 
the mother of a player who was suspended after being on 
the receiving end of a racial slur.

16-year-old JJ Jacobs, a member of the New Hamburg 
Junior Firebirds U18 team, received a seven-game sus-
pension from the OMHA for his part in a verbal alterca-
tion in a game on March 7. 

“JJ told us that the player said, ‘Good job, little Black boy,’ 
and then the N-word,” said the team’s head coach, Zach 
Mark. “JJ said he called the other player a racist and also 
used profanity. The team appealed the suspension and 
after a 14-day waiting period it was reduced to three 
meaning Jacobs missed a season-ending tournament 
in Whitby where his teammates battled for an Ontario 
championship.” 

Mark added the suspension doesn’t make sense. 

“Why are you holding a racist comment to the same stan-
dard as calling someone racist? We were handed the news 
(of the reduced suspension) after 14 days at 2:30 p.m. on 
a Thursday when it’s Good Friday the next day and we are 
playing at 11 in the morning. It’s tough.”

Mark explained there were about half-dozen instances 
where Jacobs was subjected to racist remarks during the 
season that were reported to the on-ice officials. Hockey 
Canada protocol states that referees must inform both 
coaches of any report made during the game and make a 
note of it on the electronic game sheet. Mark said he has 
no idea if that due diligence was completed. In this in-
stance, the referees did not hear either player’s remarks, 
but a report was made to the OMHA. Jacobs provided a 
written report to the association but was never contacted 
for an in-person or telephone interview afterward.

Mark explained there is no room in the game for racism 
and wants it cleaned up for good. 

“I feel for him. It’s not the first time he’s dealt with it this 
season. We are playing a lot of small-town teams where 

you don’t see as much diversity as you do when you play 
the Oakvilles and Burlingtons. I see it wear on him game 
by game and day by day whether it’s at school or on the 
ice. There is no place for this in hockey. We want to pro-
mote inclusivity and diversity and make the game a safe 
and fun place. It’s one of the best sports around and for 
people to still have to be dealing with this in 2024 is 
insane.” 

He added the OMHA is showing a lack of leadership to 

eliminate racism from the game. 

“We have lost so much respect and trust for people who 
are in a position of power and could be doing something 
about it but choose not to.”      

Jacobs has decided not to speak publicly at this time, but 
his mother, Patti Jacobs, wants to hold the OMHA ac-
countable for their actions. 

“I am really hoping someone will step up and take own-
ership, admit they did wrong and apologize. To this point, 
we haven’t heard anything from them at all which I find 
sad.” 

She also wants to bring awareness that racism is still 
happening in hockey and likely in other sports. 

“We are hoping this gets the word out. We can only hope 
coaches will have conversations with their teams at the 
beginning of every season to express this is wrong.”

Patti Jacobs said it was unfortunate her son missed the 
weekend tournament, something that had an impact on 
the team. 

“It put a damper on what should have been a pretty ex-
citing weekend for these boys who had a pretty historic 
season. It was probably one of the worst weekends of his 
life. He was devastated. It broke our hearts to sit there at 
each game and watch him stand at the boards while his 
team went out and played for him.” 

Had Hew Hamburg won their third game of the tour-
nament on Saturday, JJ Jacobs would have been able to 
play in the next game. They dropped a 3-2 decision to the 
Quinte West Golden Hawks ending the Junior Firebirds 
season.

JJ Jacobs missed the previous three seasons of hockey 
due to a heart issue and during that time decided to coach 
AAA hockey in Kitchener. Patti Jacobs said her son wants 
to send positive messages to his players. “He wants these 
kids to feel protected and comfortable with speaking out 
and not be afraid that if they say something they will be 
penalized. That is the unfairness we are seeing.”

OMHA under fire following suspension over racial slur

Jordan “JJ” Jacobs received a seven-game suspension, 
later reduced to three games, after responding with profan-
ity to an opposing player calling him a racial slur during a 
March 7 hockey game. Contributed photo

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, 

April 7, 2024

1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Spring Cookies and

Tea on Us!

2711 Kingsway Drive Kitchener, ON
519-896-3112

Spring
Ask About Our  
             Specials!

Join us to celebrate  the
beautiful spring season

and explore all that
Trinity has to offer!

Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 
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COMMUNITY —

By Teresa Weicker

The Tavistock & District Skating club youth syn-
chro teams have had a busy and successful season com-
peting in Skate Ontario Synchro Series. 

Congratulations  to Pre-Novice, provincial champions at 
the recent competition in Brampton. They have competed 
at three other competitions over the season placing first 
in Kingston, second in Baltimore and first in Oakville, 
with their season's top score here. 

Juvie had a great season and this group of young girls 
aged nine to 13 jumped to this competitive category this 
year. They finished the season strong at provincials plac-
ing fourth, with other placings of ninth, fifth, and third 
over the season.

Star 4 Pre-Juvenile finished  the season with two goal 
medals and a fourth-place finish. They also skated at the 
Rising Star Gala hosted by Team Unity to showcase all 
the Star 4 synchro teams across Southwestern Ontario. 

Juvenile and Pre-Novice are coached by Tara Wilkins and 
Lauren Holdsworth while Lauren Holdsworth coaches 
Star 4.

Synchro tryouts start this week. If you would like to join 
our synchro famly, please visit  tavistocksc.uplifterinc.
com  for more information or contact Head Coach Tara 
Wilkins tara.wilkins1@gmail.com. 

The Tavistock Skating Club will showcase our young 
CanSkate skaters this Saturday, April 6. Please join us at 
11 a.m. as they perform for their family, friends and the 
community. Admission is by donation. Fall sessions start 
in September. Please visit our website in August for more 
information. 

Tavistock & District Skating Club's Youth Synchro 
Teams Shine in Skate Ontario Synchro Series

Pictured are the Star 4 skaters from the Tavistock and District Skating Club. From left are Paisley Wilhelm, Chloe King, 
Lauren Rujescu, Kadence Bell, Aubrey Lange, Katerina Schmidt, Mikayla Munro, Cassidy Weicker, Kenzingtin Cudney, Jane 
McCutchen and Lyla Wilson. Absent is Gracie Sutherland. Contributed photo

Pictured are the Juvenile skaters from the Tavistock and District Skating Club. From left are Mya Herold, Charlotte King, 
Grace Kalbfleisch , Layne Moylan, Nora Hogan , Sydney Robinson, Kiyah Marshall, Abby Herold, Riah Wagler, Lauren Has-
san, Katherine Missio, Claire Rempel, Adelynn Zehr, Myra Hendry, Natalee Weicker, Reese Weicker and Kensington Lang. 
Contributed photo

Pictured are the Pre-Novice skaters from the Tavistock and District Skating Club. In back row from left are Jenna Pickering, 
Laina Berendsen, Hailey Minler, Eilish Moylan, Maddie Moylan, Chloe Bell, Bria Moore, Natalee Weicker and Molly Frook. In 
front row from left are coach Tara Wilkins, Kaylee Adam, Candace Dietrich, Kyleigh Dick, Abby Herold, Riah Wagler, Claire 
Rempel, Alexis Bell, Avery Brenneman and coach Lauren Holdsworth. Contributed photo
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Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

COMMUNITY —

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM

By Gary West

The Jersey dairy breed has long been a 
staple in dairy herds across the country 
and many production and show champi-
ons have been born and bred in Perth and 
Huron counties.

The Perth-Huron Jersey Club was estab-
lished in 1934 and, over the decades, the 
little brown cow has become known for 
exceptional production and type that can 
compete with any other dairy breed on 
modern dairy farms today.

Recently the club held its annual Breeders 
Sweepstakes, named after brothers Lowell 
and Richard Skinner, who were success-
ful promoters and Jersey Breeders, born 
and raised in the Mitchell area of Perth 
County.

With dozens of entries for the on-farm 
barn competition, cattle judge Jeff Jackson 
from St. Marys made his way to farms 

from the Tavistock area in the east to 
Clinton in the west.

The award winners are as follows:

•	 First lactation winner was Braeview 
Video Kovid for Athlone Farms, 
with runner-up Jaspar Victorious 
Everbloom for Jaspar Jerseys.

•	 Second and third lactation: First place 
went to Francrest Premier Chrissy 
for Paullor Jerseys and the runner up 
was Genesis Blackapple Havana for 
Derek Van De Walle.

•	 Fourth and additional lactation: First 
place went to Low-Rich Valentino 
Reta for Jerett and Chelsey Skinner, 
with runner-up going to Braeview 
Barcelona Raine for Athlone Farms.

After judging on each farm was complete, 
the overall grand champion named was 
Francrest Premier Chrissy for Paullor 
Farms of Clinton.

Perth-Huron Jersey Club breeders hold annual 
Breeders Sweepstakes competition

St. Marys Jersey judge Jeff Jackson looks over this entry in the Breeders Sweepstakes for 
the Perth-Huron Jersey Club competition. 

Brian Anderson of RR# 2 Tavistock shows this young Jersey cow at Athlone Farms to Judge 
Jeff Jackson during the on-farm Breeders Sweepstakes competition held recently in Perth 
and Huron counties. Photos by Gary West
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By Amanda Modaragamage, Local 
Journalism Initiative Reporter 

The Government of Ontario notes it’s 
committed to investing in infrastructure, 
healthcare and education despite eco-
nomic uncertainty, focusing on primary 
care expansion and long-term-home re-
development projects. 

However, Ontarians have raised con-
cerns about the deficit and the need for 
a prudent fiscal plan. Ontario Minister of 
Finance Peter Bethlenfalvy introduced the 
2024 Budget in the Ontario Legislature on 
March 26, stressing the importance of af-
fordability in a strapped economy. 

“Life has rarely been this expensive,” said 
Bethlenfalvy in his address at Queen’s 
Park. “The Bank of Canada has repeated-
ly raised interest rates at a big pace for 
months now. The pace and frequency of 
the Bank of Canada rate hikes have been 
punishing, perhaps most of all on home-
owners whose mortgages have, in some 
cases, increased by thousands of dollars a 

month.

“The pressure of managing the govern-
ment budget pales in comparison to the 
pressures many families face because they 
manage their family budget in time, and 
everything costs more. These are the chal-
lenges of a small-business owner manag-
ing their budget in order to keep the lights 
on and keep local workers employed.”

In the 2024 budget, the provincial gov-
ernment is spending 13 per cent more in 
healthcare and 11.9 per cent more in edu-
cation respectively. New and existing pri-
mary care teams will receive $546 million 
over three years to expand the provision 
of primary care to an additional 600,000 
people in Ontario.

Small and rural hospitals will receive 
$50 million over three years to stabilize 
health-care capacity in rural and northern 
communities. An additional $500 million 
over ten years will be available to support 
small-hospital projects and community 
health programs.

“Our government is investing in health 
care, which is vitally important to our 
communities in rural Ontario,” Perth-
Wellington MPP Matthew Rae told Grant 
Haven Media. “These are important in-
vestments our government decided to 
continue to make despite the econom-
ic headwinds we're currently facing as a 
province.”

The budget also includes investments for 
a new medical school at York University. 
This will be the first medical school in 
Canada focused primarily on training 
family doctors and training and retaining 
nurses and medical staff. 

Ontario is also investing an additional 
$152 million over the next three years to 
support individuals facing unstable hous-
ing conditions and mental-health and ad-
dictions challenges.

“Our government’s historic investment 
of $1.8 billion in housing-enabling in-
frastructure will help us and our munic-
ipal partners unlock millions of homes 

across Ontario,” said Rae. “I hope our fed-
eral partners will join us in building the 
critical infrastructure that we need to get 
homes built.”

This year’s budget also launches a new 
Ontario Transit Investment Fund, which 
will provide annual funding of $5 million 
to deliver local and intercommunity trans-
portation projects in unserved and under-
served areas in rural Ontario. The funding 
builds on the Community Transportation 
Grant Program. 

Rae says that to help ease the tension sur-
rounding transportation for families, the 
2024 budget will also extend the gas tax 
cut until December 2024.

“Our government is focused on ensuring 
that we keep costs down for families,” 
said Rae. “I will continue to advocate for 
ways to improve affordability for rural 
Ontario in particular.”

Ontario's 2024 Budget: aims to balance priorities 
during economic uncertainty

FEATURE —

By Amanda Modaragamage, Local 
Journalism Initiative Reporter 

Although Ontario Premier Doug Ford and 
others from across the country called for a 
pause on the increase, carbon pricing will 
rise to $80 per tonne on April 1, up from 
the current $65.

Perth-Wellington MP John Nater says this 
increase will not help rural communities 
but instead make it harder for small busi-
nesses and farmers to survive in the al-
ready strapped economy.

“The carbon tax has a significant impact 
on Canadians, especially those living in 
rural communities including farmers, 
agribusinesses and local small businesses, 
because other alternatives are not avail-
able in communities like ours. Drying 
grain, heating barns and running farm 
equipment all use fuel and, unfortunate-
ly, there are no other alternatives in rural 
areas.

“When the carbon tax is applied to all 
these different aspects of rural and small-
town living, it adds the cost to each and 
every person who lives in these commu-
nities, works in these communities and 
owns businesses in these communities. So 
that's the substantial economic impact,” 
said Nater.

The carbon tax increase is a “corner-
stone policy of Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau’s minority Liberal government,” 
said Hadrian Mertins-Kirkwood, a senior 

researcher with the Canadian Centre for 
Policy Alternatives, who notes the car-
bon tax pricing is a fine policy, but it’s not 
enough to help the economy.

Local MPs are siding with premiers across 
the country to try to highlight the impact 
the tax hike will have on all aspects of the 
economy. Nater notes this could not only 
drive up food costs across the country but 

also push small businesses and farmers to 
do business across the border.

“Unfortunately, small business folks are 
looking at different options because the 
cost is becoming unaffordable to busi-
nesses in Ontario.

“We're really seeing a huge impact on 
business, and we believe there can be a 
more reasonable approach to this.”

Though the carbon-tax increase was im-
plemented on April 1, Nater wants to see 
it scrapped. He says Trudeau requested 
“better alternatives to the carbon tax,” but 
he isn’t taking suggestions passed along 
from other provinces.

“A lot of other provinces have come up 
with alternatives, but they’re basical-
ly being denied by the federal Liberals. 
Meanwhile, the provincial proposals are 
far more beneficial to the environment 
and consumers.

“We’ve heard from other provinces that 
are looking at alternative methods, includ-
ing nuclear-power-generation and trans-
portation alternatives, providing all these 
different options that don't involve a car-
bon tax. However, the federal government 
has said that none of these alternatives 
are acceptable without a carbon tax or a 
price on carbon.”  

Nater said he believes the carbon tax 
is a political move rather than a way to 
promote the decrease of fossil fuels. He 
says  studies conducted on the carbon 
tax show the program is a “wash” when it 
comes to its benefits.

“At the end of the day, I think what we're 
seeing is a very short-sighted approach, 
as they’re unwilling to change direction. 
What we've seen in the last few months is 
that this is all political science rather than 
environmental science,” he said.

Carbon tax increase comes into effect this month 
despite controversy

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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C e d a r v i e w S e n i o r L i f e . c o m
Please visit us at the community for a personalized tour or for more information go to 

519.602.0282511 Finkle Street Woodstock, Ontario N4VOC4 

C E L E B R A T E  L I V I N G  W E L L 

L I M I T E D  T I M E  O N L Y 

F U L LY  F U R N I S H E D
1 - B E D R O O M  S U I T E

S P A C E S  A V A I L A B L E !

Ask about our specials! Book a tour and enjoy a complimentary lunch with us! 

C A L L  N O W  5 1 9 . 7 7 1 . 4 9 7 3

ReImagine Senior Living  
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TRAVEL —

magine this family discussion. 

The question: “Where shall we 
go on our holiday in the south 
of England?”

The answers: “I’m going to En-
gland for the gardens!” 

“No! I want to see history and 
ruins and stuff like that!”

“But you promised me great, 
aristocratic homes!” 

“I’m only interested in stuff 
about World War II!” 

“That’s not fair! I don’t like any 
of that old stuff. I want some-
thing modern!”

“I just want to play!”

“I don’t want to go. I want to 
stay home and watch movies on 
TV!”

Now it’s your job to put togeth-
er a day trip for this fractious, 
dysfunctional family which 
sounds a great deal like many 
families planning a trip togeth-
er. I would have thought this 
to be an impossible task until I 
visited Beaulieu.

There is so much going on at 
Beaulieu (pronounced Bewley) 
that it is impossible to capture 
its essence in a catchphrase. 

This place is much more than a 
Beaulieu theme park or Beau-
lieu historic site or Beaulieu 
Gardens. To avoid complexi-
ty, the aristocratic family that 
own the destination simply call 
it Beaulieu. And yes, there is 
something here to satisfy every 
member of our fictitious, quar-
reling family. 

Besides, none of them even 
mentioned Beaulieu’s greatest 
claim to fame. It is the home of 
the United Kingdom’s Nation-
al Motor Museum, an absolute 
cornucopia of automotive in-
genuity. The museum houses 
over 280 vehicles ranging from 
the very first cars to travel the 
primitive highways of Britain to 
thoroughly modern racing cars 
and jet engines on wheels that 
have shattered speed records. 
To my delight, I found a car 
of the same make and model 
as my very first car, an Austin 
Cambridge I purchased from 
my grandmother, which will tell 
you how much of a chick mag-
net that car was. I digress.

Gearheads will absolutely love 
the National Motor Museum, 
and if you only schedule half a 
day – or even, more wisely, a full 
day – at Beaulieu, your family is 
unlikely to see anything but all 
things motorized. They might 
roam among those vehicles for 
weeks on end. But there is truly 
something for every member of 
our squabbling family.

The gardens are amazing and 
sufficiently large to accommo-
date a formal Victorian flower 
garden and a woodland mill 
pond walk.

Beaulieu once had a second 
noun in its name. It was Beau-
lieu Abbey, a vast, medieval 
monastery. Today, the abbey is 
in ruins, but they are beauti-
ful ruins and visitors can stroll 

through history and take in an 
exhibition.

And not far from the ruined 
abbey is the very much intact 
Palace House, also open for 
tours. This has been – and still 
is – home to the Montagu family 
since 1538. The family contin-
ues to own and operate Beau-
lieu to this day.

The house was one of Brit-
ain’s first stately homes to be 
opened to the public. Visitors 
are greeted by helpful, cos-
tumed interpreters who will 
tell you about the palatial home 
and, if you ask, at least a little 
bit about the owners and some-
time inhabitants, Ralph Doug-
las-Scott-Montagu, Fourth Bar-
on Montagu of Beaulieu (born 
in 1961), and Lady Ailsa Mon-
tagu. Baron Montagu and Lady 
Montagu have no children, and 
one staff member quietly ad-
mitted that while there should 
be no immediate concerns, they 
are a bit worried about the long-
term future for this multi-facet-
ed attraction. In the meantime, 
the couple’s portraits keep a 
close eye on everything and the 
owners stay at Beaulieu on oc-
casion.

In the home, visitors will see 
both sides of an historic home 
– the lavish furnishings in the 
area occupied by the family and 
the simpler decor in the sec-
tions where the servants lived 
and worked. The latter is very 
Downton Abbey.

So where does World War II 
come in? That would be the 
Secret Army Exhibition where 
visitors learn about Beaulieu’s 
role as a top-secret finishing 
school for members of Britain’s 
Special Operations Executive.

Something modern? Well, one 
of the U.K.’s most popular tele-
vision exports is the show, Top 

Gear, which was in production 
from 2002 to 2023. It was long 
hosted by acerbic Brit Jeremy 
Clarkson, who was fired after 
a physical altercation with a 
producer, and now stars in the 
unlikely realty show, Clarkson’s 
Farm. A latter-day host was 
Friends alumnus Matt LeBlanc. 
The show continues to be seen 
in re-runs by millions of fans 
around the world. And it can be 
explored at Beaulieu in the ex-
hibit, World of Top Gear.

And what about those final two 
family demands? The one who 
wants to play will be fine. The 
expansive Beaulieu grounds 
include the Little Beaulieu 
playground, Britain’s oldest 
monorail, and an antique bus 
that carries visitors around the 
groups.

And if the movie and TV lover 
isn’t captivated by the Top Gear 
exhibit, there is always the On 
Screen Cars exhibition of TV 
and film favourites.

Human beings being human 
beings, there may be family 

members who won’t want to 
visit Beaulieu. But my guess 
is, after a few hours there, they 
will be the same ones who won’t 
want to leave!

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and President of 
the Travel Media Association of 
Canada. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking 
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net. 

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: “There’s something for everyone” is 
entirely true at Beaulieu

By Paul Knowles

The Palace House, home of the Montagu family since 1538, and now also 
open for visitors to Beaulieu. All photos by Paul Knowles

The view from the Victorian gardens.A Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost, in the National Motor Museum 
at Beaulieu.

A peaceful plaque mounted in the 
Abbey ruins.

The kitchen of the manor house – every-
thing ready to go "below the stairs."
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OPINION —

EXPERT ADVICE: More than meets the eye

Last week, I had two experienc-
es that proved to me even people 
we have known for a long time 
have dimensions to them we did 
not know about. 

The first incident was one in 
which a cousin of mine shared 
with me the contents of a conver-
sation she had with my dad a few 
years earlier, which she found 
extremely helpful and meaning-
ful. Elements of her story por-
trayed a side of my dad I did not 
know, even though I have known 
him my whole life and know lots 
of his other positive aspects. 

The second incident occurred the 
following morning at the funeral 
of a mentor of mine whom I had 
known for 30 years, initially in 
a professional context and then 
a personal one. At the funeral, 
there was a tribute shared by his 
younger brother which included 
lots of stories about his child-
hood, as well as from my men-

tor’s two sons, who shared their 
memories of him as a father. 
Once again, I was astounded and 
surprised by the many aspects 
about a person whom I thought I 
knew relatively well.

It struck me that one of the rea-
sons these incidents occurred 
was due to our brains’ tendency 
to simplify the information we 
take in so it can begin processing 
something else instead. When 
we get to know people, we can 
be prone to see them in only a 
two-dimensional way. It is as if 
we are looking at one side of a 
cereal box and assume that one 
side contains the entirety of all 
the characteristics of the box. In 
reality, there are 5 other sides to 
the box, not counting the inside 

of the box, each of which gives 
additional information about the 
box in its totality. And most peo-
ple are far more complex than 
mere cereal boxes.

As a psychotherapist, I get to 
know a side of people they may 
only show to a few other people 
or no one at all. However, I need 
to remind myself that the sides I 
am privileged to see are not all 
of their sides. Each of my clients 
has numerous other sides that 
make up their personality and 
offer views into who they are 
that I will never see. Those other 
sides include things like parts of 
their past that we do not discuss 
and the different relationships 
they have or have had with peo-
ple past and present. 

It can be confining or even dan-
gerous to see people in only a 
two-dimensional way and as-
sume we know everything about 
them. It can be equally trouble-
some when we have a limited 
view of ourselves. Sometimes, 
we may get stuck thinking about 
only one side or aspect of our-
selves that then becomes the 
dominant narrative of who we 
are. 

When we think about ourselves 
and anyone that we meet, we 
need to remember there is so 
much more to us humans than 
meets the eye. 

Chip Bender is a registered psy-
chotherapist (qualifying) with the 
Interfaith Counselling Centre.

By Chip Bender 
RP(q)
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Pet of the Week
BUSTER

Buster keeps dairy farmers Chris, 
Tiffany, along with sons Ryerson and 
Elliott Cook entertained. They dairy farm 
in North Easthope township and their 2 
year old Retreiver x Australian Sheperd, 
loves mixing it up with the family’s barn 
cats, and is a very gentle watch dog.

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by          
emailing: thewtgazette@gmail.com

B K T G O P H E N O M E N O N Z T E T G
E A R B M U N E P U W P H Z J W Y I G I
A Q X H W D W V M G X G A B C U B W F T
R E X R Y G H B A E L A T C N C T F U O
E A N Y C T R C S I V K S Y O S P W B P
E S D I A A Y T I L A T O T Z A E U W S
U J P I I I J S M Y A E B L D M T G A N
X V W I L X H O M P Z B R S H A D O W U
B X R R L K T L O H O D A R K N E S S S
I Y P X O C V A Y G O V J E T Z X I R T
D L S Y J O E R J M D A C R V T Z R G S
I C Y S H B D F H J T L A I T S E L E C
Z O J L N B E L K R I V I N B P Y N H T
V R V F V D S A M A X Z O E F Z T X T T
B O T C X T R R E R E H P S O M O R H C
G N Z B E R S E D L T H R W R I X J J T
E A T J B G A S K R Z L N X U J W X C Q
L G G W R A I C L A C I M O N O R T S A
N V G P T N E M N G I L A H D D P Y V U
A S Q I V S E S S A L G E S P I L C E D

SOLAR ECLIPSE

Alignment
Astronomical

Celestial
Chromosphere

Corona

Darkness
Eclipse

Eclipse Glasses
Penumbra

Phenomenon

Shadow
Solar Flares

Sunspot
Totality
Umbra

FEATURE —
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PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU
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Serving you since 1983

We will help you make anything

3504 Bleams Rd., New Hamburg ON, 
Bus: 519.662.1952 | Fax: 519.662.1941
Toll Free: 1-877-324-4445

• Millwrighting • machining
• custom fabrication • Portable Welding Services
• General Repairs • WelDing - tig, mig, stick, oxy Ac
• Welding- Alum., Steel, Stainless, Cast
• INDESTRUCTIBLE MAIL BOXES

Sponsored by:

By Gary West

Moo’s Ice Cream in Shakespeare wel-
comed visitors from near and far on their 
opening weekend at the onset of another 
season of serving the popular, cool treat.

A Stratford family was one of the ice-
cream shop’s first customers on Saturday, 
and came bearing gift certificates won at 
the Shakespeare Opti-Mrs Easter egg hunt 
that had just finished at the Sprucedale 
Public School playground.

The McLeod and Rovers family, which has 
roots in the Shakespeare area, is always 
glad to head to the village on a sunny 

Easter weekend, and ice cream was an 
added bonus.

Moo’s Ice Cream Shop owner Rhonda 
Grubb says this is her business’ third sea-
son serving 40 flavours of Kawartha ice 
cream and 15 flavours of fresh-fruit fro-
zen yogurt, along with soft ice cream in 
flavours of vanilla or chocolate.

They are open 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on week-
ends and 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. during the sum-
mer, starting in early June.

There is also free cotton candy for the 
young and young at heart to top off all 
cones and sundaes.

Moo’s Ice Cream in Shakespeare 
opens for third season  

Pictured are Moo’s customers greeted by owners Seager and Rhonda Grubb. In front are 
Ryan and Avery McLeod with grandfather Bill Rovers, grandmother Yvonne McLeod and 
Mom Samantha McLeod. Photo by Gary West
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With over 30 years of dedicated travel 
agency experience we provide personalized 

customer service. 

From guided tours, river cruises and custom 
groups we offer a variety of holiday options.  

We are here to help craft the trip of your 
dreams.

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9

TICO #50025796

226-333-9939
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com

www.stonetowntravel.com 

Discover the world, one trip at a time

COMMUNITY —

CUSTOM STEEL FABRICATING
STEEL - Sheets, Structural

                 - Aluminum, Stainless

WAYNE ECKSTEIN
Plant Manager TEL: (519) 662-2820

wayne@waldorindustries.on.ca

WAL-DOR INDUSTRIES LIMITED
202 Bergey Court, New Hamburg, Ontario N3A 2J5

By Mercedes Kay Gold

This year marks the 40th year anniversary of The 
Community Players of New Hamburg and a time to share 
in celebrating the string of enchanting performances put 
on by the community theatre troupe over the years. 

From Mary Poppins to The Hunchback of Notre Dame, 
the list of classics is unforgettable, and this year is extra 
special. 

“The Community Players takes pride in presenting a di-
verse range of productions from playwrights worldwide,” 
said Brooke Gamble, The Community Players artistic 
director. 

This year is special and to commemorate the past 40 
years, a Canadian production was chosen for the first 
time in the history of The Community Players. Anne of 
Green Gables The Musical, the tale of that iconic red-
headed, freckle-faced, east-coast girl, will grace the stage 
at the Trinity Theatre in New Hamburg May 9-12. 

With a cast of 42 ranging in ages from eight to 71 and 
newcomer Alina Vuorinen playing Anne, the talented the-
atre community kicks off 2024 with fireworks. Vuorinen, a 
high-school student and Kitchener native, was especially 
drawn to the audition. She said she was elated at the pos-
sibility of landing the role of Anne Shirley. 

The heartwarming moments in the classic Canadian sto-
ry set on the east coast is the role of a lifetime for a young 
and aspiring performer. Over the years, the beloved tale 
of an 11-year-old orphan girl growing up on a 19th cen-
tury farm on Prince Edward Island has left an impact on 
readers young and old, and Vuorinen is excited to bring 
Anne to life on stage this May.

Anne of Green Gables is second to none as the top choice 
to mark the 40th-anniversary celebration. This year also 
marks the first musical staged by The Community Players 

since 2019. 

The all-ages novel, a classic children’s story, is as appeal-
ing and relevant today as it was in 1908. The book chron-
icles the adventures of a quirky girl who struggles with 
self-acceptance, peer pressure, fantasies, family dynam-
ics, community, loss and the future. 

Celebrate spring and surprise your favorite gal with tick-
ets for an entertaining Mother’s Day event. Save the date 
for this fabulous family-friendly musical. Anne of Green 
Gables The Musical opens May 9 and runs until May 12. 

Tickets are on sale starting at 9 a.m. April 6.

Early bird pricing saves you $5 by purchasing online be-
fore 11:59 p.m. on April 7. Visit thecommunityplayers.
com for more information. After April 7, purchase online, 
in-person at the box office or at Quilting by Design locat-
ed at 337 Waterloo St., New Hamburg. 

For more information call 1-800-827-7524 and follow on 
social media @tcpnh.

The Community Players of New Hamburg celebrate 
40th anniversary with Anne of Green Gables

Members of The Community Players of New Hamburg rehearse for their upcoming production of Anne of Green Gables The 
Musical. Photo by Katrina Vessie

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
SUBSCRIPTION
We have adjusted the price
of a one-year subscription to 
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette to:
$55 plus tax ($57.75 total)

Thank you for your continued
support! It helps us to bring you the
best local news product possible. 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - APRIL/MAY 2024
TUESDAY, APR. 2

Ostomy Support Group Meeting
7:00 p.m.
‘Humour and Feeling Good’ with 
Dr. Ken Shonk
Social time and snacks. Everyone 
welcome.
93 Morgan St., Stratford

MONDAY, APR. 8

Garden Wilmot (Wilmot Hort 
Society) Monthly Garden Talk
7 p.m.
Topic: Growing cannabis in your 
yard
Wilmot Rec Complex, 
Meeting Room A (upstairs).
1291 Nafziger Rd. Baden

Township of Wilmot council 
meeting
7-11 p.m.
 Council chambers
 60 Snyder’s Rd. West Baden

TUESDAY, APR. 9

Township of Wellesley council 
meeting
6:45 p.m.
Council chambers
4805 William Hastings Line, 
Crosshill

WEDNESDAY, APR. 10

Community Care Concepts 
Lunch and Fellowship
12 p.m.
Join us for lunch and fellowship. 
Cost: $14.00. Must register by April 
5 by calling 519-664-1900 or Toll 
Free: 1-855-664-1900.
Wellesley Recreation Complex, 
1401 Queen’s Bush Rd. Wellesley 

SATURDAY, APR. 20

Let’s Tree Wilmot Tree Planting 
for Habitat Restoration
9 a.m. to noon; 1-4 p.m.
Nithview Senior Community 
Floodplain
40 Albert St. New Hamburg

Tavistock Historical Society
Annual Meeting
1:30 pm
Presentation:  Growing Up In 
Tavistock In the 1960's
Grace United Church
116 Woodstock St S, Tavistock

WEDNESDAY, APR. 24

Community Care Concepts 
Lunch and Fellowship
12 p.m.
Join us for lunch and fellowship. 
Cost: $14.00. Must register by April 
19 by calling 519-664-1900 or toll 
Free: 1-855-664-1900.
Linwood Community Centre, 
5279 Ament Line, Linwood

THURSDAY, APR. 25

Community Care Concepts 
Lunch and Fellowship
12 p.m.
Join us for lunch and fellowship. 
Cost: $14.00. Must register by April 
19 by calling 519-664-1900 or toll 
Free: 1-855-664-1900.
Wilmot Rec Complex, 
1291 Nafziger Rd, Baden

SATURDAY, APR. 27

Women Walk the World event
10 a.m.
New Dundee Community Centre
1028 Queen St., New Dundee

TUESDAY, APR. 30

Nith Valley Ecoboosters free in-
person educational event 
7:00-8:30 p.m.
Topic: "STOVE TALK: Introduction 
to Induction”. Please join us 
to learn about the benefits of 
induction cooking and see cooking 
demonstrations by local chefs. 
Register at:
 nvecoboosters.com  Questions? 
Contact nvecoboosters@gmail.com
Wilmot Recreational Complex,
Room A
1291 Nafziger Road in Baden  

SATURDAY, MAY 4

Let’s Tree Wilmot Tree Planting
9 a.m. to noon
Riverside Park
Riverside Drive New Hamburg

COMMUNITY —
New Dundee Women’s Institute plans international 
Women Walk the World April 27
By Nancy Birss

Members of the New Dundee Women’s Institute are hold-
ing a local worldwide walking event and film showing on 
Saturday, April 27 at the New Dundee Community Centre.

Women Walk the World is an annual, successful world-
wide fundraising event and celebration of Associated 
Country Women of the World’s (ACWW) Rural Women 
in Action. This year, New Dundee Women’s Institute is 
proud to host a local walk supporting the international 
organization. Donations for this walk will support all of 
ACWW’s work including projects, advocacy, education 
and awareness-raising.

Rural women are the backbone of families, communities 
and nations, but they suffer the worst impacts of climate 
change and conflict, go unheard in legislation and remain 

unprotected and unsupported. Associated Country 
Women of the World exists to change that. ACWW offers 
support, friendship and practical help to improve the 
lives of women and their families through project work 
with local organizations, thus empowering women and 
communities around the world.

Participants will meet at 10 a..m at the New Dundee 
Community Centre (1028 Queen St. S).  Choose a short 
walk or longer historical walking tour of New Dundee, re-
turning to the community centre for their own box lunch. 
Tea and coffee will be provided. Please bring your mug 
too.

International ACWW board executive member, Anne 
Innes, will share a brief presentation about ACWW and 
the aim of this international walk. Following lunch and 
social time, a 50-minute film, Just Eat It, on food waste 

will be shown. The topic of reducing food waste is one of 
three resolutions passed by ACWW at its 30th Triennial 
Conference last May in Malaysia.

Your participation in Women Walk the World will help 
ACWW achieve its goal of connecting and supporting 
projects for women worldwide. Cash or cheque donations 
to the ACWW will be collected that day. We aim to finish 
up at 2 p.m. All are welcome to join us for any part of the 
day.  

So please save the date!

For further information, please contact Nancy at nbirss@
uwaterloo.ca.



26 Thursday, April 4, 2024 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOMOTIVE

E&L
CSN - E&L
111 Arnold St.
New Hamburg, On.
N3A 2C6
www.likenew.ca

Murray Erb
Manager
T: 519-662-1892
F: 519-662-1895
Toll Free: 1-877-894-9773
E: merb@likenew.ca

24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)

272 Snyder’s Road, Baden
matt@badenauto.ca

Full Service 
Maintenance & 
Repair on All 

Makes & Models

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500To book this space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

ASSISTANCE

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1 2022-11-10   11:13 AM2022-11-10   11:13 AM

CONTRACTORS

CONTRACTORS

  JON WITZEL
   CONTRACTING LTD.

New Construction • Additions
Renovations • Decks and Fences

519-662-4239 • Cell 519-503-1588
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • jonwitzel.com

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

CABINETRY

CHIROPRACTIC
LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford 
519-273-4404

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,  
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874

www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca

39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios 
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

CONSTRUCTION

BENDER CONTRACTING
PROJECT MANAGEMENT

DESIGN BUILD

AGRICULTURAL COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIALAGRICULTURAL COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

DARYL BENDERDARYL BENDER 519-897-0658519-897-0658

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr                   Cell: 519-801-1743

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

Weekly Quiz Answers
1.	 1979

2.	 38

3.	 Sun Protection 
Factor

4.	 Water

5.	 Judy Hopps

6.	 Germany

7.	 Flamboyance

8.	 May flowers

9.	 April 22nd 

10.	Spanish

Wanted
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying CDs, 
Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For more information: DIAMOND DOGS MUSIC 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 
226-972-5750

Wanted
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola, Pepsi, any pop company, Brewery items Kuntz, Huether Labatts, 
etc. Old radios and gramophones, Wristwatches and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, Beaver Star Bee Hive etc. Any old oil  
cans and signs Red Indian Supertest etc Any small furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact me 
- 519-570-6920.

ATTENTION
Collectors, and doll lovers from 4 to 104.  FOUR,  brand new (still in presentation boxes)  20” “Reborn” brand dolls; two 
with blonde rooted hair, and all in quality outfits on weighted, vinyl/soft bodies with eyes that open and shut;  and may 
include bottles, diapers, birth certificates, pacifiers and rattles.  Special price of $115.00 each box, complete. Please call 
(non smoking) Stratford home at (519) 305-6275.  These adorable ‘babies’ are looking for loving  ‘Forever Homes’.

CLASSIFIED ADS —

Wanted to Buy
Royal Albert china sets - Old fashion Violet and Peach Blossom. Old fashion viewmaster discs.  Roy Rieman magazines, 
Country Farm & Rural remnants. Call 519-580-0630 (Wellesley area).

WANTED

PRIVATE LENDERS WANTED
Looking for investors for 1st and 2nd 

private mortgages.  Local broker 
lending in Perth and Oxford Counties.

 

Julie@hometowngroup.ca 
for more info.

Julie Brenneman Mortgage Broker
Mortgage Architects Lic#12728

FOR SALE
Treadmill.  Top of the line from Advanced Fitness Group.  Excellent condition.  Downsizing.  519-662-1859

Help Wanted
TAVISTOCK LAWN CUTTER Wanted. Use my mower or yours, open to discussion. Call Jim 519 378 8556. 

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
CALL SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL SHARONBLEIS@GMAIL.COM | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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EXCAVATING

PLUMBING

PAINTING

LEGAL

TRAVEL

MASSAGE

MAPLE SYRUP

MORTGAGES

REAL ESTATE

TECHNICAL

STORAGE

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

 Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock

• Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
• Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
• Massage Therapy • Reflexology
Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Cell: 519-272-7676 
Res: 519-655-2548

Office: 519-273-2821

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.remaxabrealty.ca

Independently 
Owned & Operated

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

NEW and RESALE HOMES
CUSTOM HOMES AND RENOVATIONS

Stop in and see us 206 Hope St. East, Tavistock 
Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com Brian Wilhelm, Broker

Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

HEATING/COOLING

DENTIST

COMPUTERS

Offering I.V. Sedation, 
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth 
Replacement and Root Canal 

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., 
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca 

tavistockdental.ca

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator

dwoelfle@rogers.com
Installation, Sales & Service, 

Residential, Commercial

• Furnaces • Air Conditioners 
• Fireplaces

• Gas Piping • Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & 
COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051
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WINDOW CLEANING

BOOK THIS AD SPACE TODAY!
Call Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418 

or email sharonbleis@gmail.com

"For every house is built by 
someone, but God is the builder 

of everything." - Hebrews 3:4

Jeff Van Gyssel | 226-581-0944
www.justworking.ca

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

To book your space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

CONSTRUCTION

SALES  REPRESENTAT IVE

640 Riverbend Dr. 
Kitchener ON, N2K 3S2

kate@paulandkatekw.com
226-789-3846

KATE GINGERICH

THINKING OF
MAKING A

MOVE?

ELECTRICAL
Specializing in Agricultural, Solar, 

Automation Control and EV Charging

163 Hope St. W.
P.O. Box 495
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
Local: 519-655-6802

 Email:info@crescentridge.ca

CONSULTING

• Environmental Site Assessments
• Remediation
• Records of Site Condition
• Excess Soil Management
• Groundwater and Surface
  Water Monitoring

www.cxkenvironmental.com

PAINTING AND DECORATING

Over 30 years of experience.
QUALITY WORK, RELIABLE, CLEAN,

FRIENDLY, AND DONE ON TIME.

INTERIOR PAINTING

519-662-6210
Debbie Norenberg

COLOUR CONSULTATIONS AVAILABLE

2024 MAPLE SYRUP
Call after 6:00 pm on weekdays. 
Anytime on weekends.
Call Carman Wettlaufer
RR 2, Tavistock 655-2627              

LAWN MAINTENANCE

meadowschoicelawncare@gmail.com

Kyle Meadows
519-801-5983

• Rolling • Aerating 
• Fertilizer

• Weed Control 
• Overseeding

LAWN CARE 
PROGRAMS
AVAILABLE

BOOK THIS AD 
SPACE TODAY!

Call Sharon Leis 
at 519-580-5418 

or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

MASONRY

Brick, Block, Stone
Over 50 years experience.

CLAIR 
MASONRY 
LTD

Jim Clair
t 519 634 8341
c 519 496 1255
e bricky53@live.ca

3356 Sandhills Rd.
Baden, ON
N3A 3A7

To book your space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

To book your space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com
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Main Store Hours:
Mon. to Thurs.  10 to 6

Fri.  10 to 8
Sat.  10 to 5

Sun.  12 to 4  

Follow us on:

Outlet Hours:
Thurs. to Fri.  10 to 6

Sat.  10 to 5
Sun.  12 to 4

www.stratfordhomefurniture.ca 
www.homefurniture.ca
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Schaeffler Aerospace

MAIN STORE: 
519-273-9330
2954 Hwy 7&8 E

OUTLET: 
519-273-7453
617 Douro Street

EVERY 
MATTRESS 

TAX INCLUDED

FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

OAC

FREE 
LOCAL MATTRESS 

DELIVERY & REMOVAL

PLUS PLUS

MADE IN CANADA

$579
TAXES IN

$449
TAXES IN

$2,249
TAXES IN

$1,199
TAXES IN

SPECIAL 
BUY!

DOUBLE 
SOFABEDS

TWIN OVER TWIN, 3 COLOURS

STORAGE BED, GREY LINEN, DOUBLE OR QUEEN

Spring
Savings
Event

PULL OUT SECTIONAL WITH STORAGE

2 STYLES, 
2 COLOURS

MATTRESS MATTRESS 
SALE EVENT!SALE EVENT!

40%
OFF

ALL KINGSDOWN 
MATTRESSES

FREE*
PILLOW!

*with Kingsdown mattress purchase

$200
SAVE

 ANY ADJUSTABLE 
BASE*


