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Community centre and pool
construction on schedule

Construction of the Tillsonburg Community Centre 
renovations and pool updates is on schedule, but swim-
ming fans shouldn’t break out their bathing suits quite 
yet.

The construction company will hand over control of the 
area on Jan. 31, but time will be needed for cleaning, fill-
ing the pool, balancing the chemistry, training lifeguards, 
and other duties. The goal is for the pool to open the last 
week of February and for swimming lessons and full pro-
gramming to start after the March break.

On an exclusive tour through the facility last week, 
town project manager Chris Baird showed off the facility 
and explained some of the challenges.

Visitors to the pool or health club will enter off a new 
ground-level entrance on Hardy Street. The exterior of 
the entrance area and many of the hallways are glassed, 
providing natural light and an open feel. A new customer 
service desk will provide staff a place to direct patrons 
directly to the pool, health club, or an alternate entrance 
into the arena changerooms. A new glassed-in meeting 
room overlooking the entrance dubbed The Deep End, 
will be available for the community to rent. A new staff 
room will be below it. 

JEFF HELSDON

Editor

COMMUNITY CENTRE CONSTRUCTION CONTINUES
Chris Baird, project manager for the Tillsonburg Community Centre and pool renovations, overlooks the new customer service area 
from a newly-created glassed-in meeting room. The construction company will turn the facility back over to the town on Jan. 31. Af-
ter cleaning, filling the pool and many other tasks, the goal is to have people in the water by the third week in February. Story below.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

New daycare coming 
to Tillsonburg

Parents of young families will rejoice at the an-
nouncement of a new daycare, which will help to 
relieve an ongoing shortage of spots.

A letter of intent has been signed between EYES 
Childcare of Brampton and 360 Developments 
Group to open a daycare in the development at 361 
Quarter Line Road. To be located on the west side 
of Quarter Line Road and south of South Ridge 
School, the new facility is expected to be opened 
later this year and will have 80-plus spots in a 
5,500 square-foot facility. 

“Ever since the inception of that condo devel-
opment, it has always had a commercial building, 
and my vision was to have a daycare,” said 360 
Developments president Cedric Tomico. 

360 Developments is owned by Tomico, Pete 
Braun and Margaret and Frank Voth. 

Tomico originally had the concept for a daycare 
when his children were in daycare. He said Braun 
also had issues finding a daycare provider, adding 
that he understands that Oxford County is 1,800 
daycare spots short.

Saying he understands this has resulted in a 
two-year waiting list, Tomico noted, “I’ve heard 
of people who were pregnant and going around 
and looking for a spot for when the child turns 
one.”

The mission and goal of Early Years Education 
System (EYES) is rooted in the belief education 
is a powerful tool for empowerment and growth. 
The primary goal is to provide an educational 
foundation while fostering a child’s confidence 
and growth. The daycare aims to create the lead-
ers, thinkers and doers of tomorrow. 

CONTINUED TO PAGE 9
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New daycare coming to Tillsonburg this fall
“This childcare center is being de-

signed as a premium Montessori-style 
daycare, offering a high-quality ear-
ly learning experience,” said Vikram 
Vardhan Singh of EYES Childcare. “It 
will become part of the renowned EYES 
Child Care network, which spans across 
Ontario.”

If the facility is approved under the 
provincial Early Years program and by 
Oxford County, the cost will be $22 per 
day.

Tomico is now in the process of final-
izing the building's floor plans.

“Our designer will be working with 
theirs’s, with the aim to finalize and go 
in for a permit next month, and break 
ground in March,” he said.

Construction should be quick due to 
the building style being utilized. It will 
be open in mid to late fall 2025 if all 
goes well. The building with the day-
care will also have a spot for a café on 
the end of it. Tomico plans to operate the 
café, and said it will be an open concept, 
like is often seen in western Canada. 

The condos at 361 Quarter Line Road 
were started in 2021, after the develop-
ment across the road was complete. The 
first part started in 2018. 

“This is wonderful news for the Town 
of Tillsonburg,” said Mayor Deb Gil-
vesy. “I would like to congratulate Ce-
dric Tomico on what was a very long 
and at times frustrating process.  Cedric 
remained focused and persistent in see-
ing these new daycare spaces come to 
fruition. From a town perspective, ad-
ditional daycare spaces are desperately 
needed for young families as the county 
is underserviced. As the town’s indus-
trial/commercial  base is growing new 
jobs, more spaces are needed.”

As per provincial guidelines, the day-
care will also have a playground at-
tached to it. While it will be restricted to 
daycare use while the daycare is open, 
it will be available to the public after 
hours. 

Inquiries to enroll a child should go to 
eyeschildcare@gmail.com. Job enqui-
ries should also go to the same address. 

A new daycare will be built in this vacant spot at 361 Quarter Line Road. EYES Childcare of 
Brampton recently signed a letter of intent to open in a to-be-built building in the 360 Devel-
opments property. It is expected to be open sometime this fall.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
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If nothing changes, Tillsonburg’s out-
of-town bus service will be cut due to an 
end of provincial funding.

T:Go’s inter-community transit is 
funded by a provincial grant, and op-
erated by the town. It’s set up in four 
routes and connects to Port Burwell, 
Langton, Delhi, Ingersoll, Woodstock, 
Norwich and London. Provincial fund-
ing will end on March 31, and the oper-
ation of the system could end with it if 
nothing else changes. 

The inter-community transit system 
had 10,384  riders between August 2020 
and December 2024. About 70 per cent 
of the ridership was on Route 1, which 
goes Monday to Friday and joins rural 
Oxford communities with Tillsonburg, 
Ingersoll and Woodstock. By compari-

son, T:Go ridership in town was 44,397 
between January 2021 and December 
2024. 

The system was originally set up 
through SCOR, which is an economic 
alliance of southern Ontario municipal-
ities. When it was set up, Tillsonburg 
was paid to operate the system. While 
it seems there is a disconnect between 
transit and economic development, 
SCOR executive director Kimberly 
Earls explained there was a need for af-
fordable transit for workers.

“One thing that came up in employer 
surveys was they had a hard time re-
cruiting and retaining workers due to 
limited transit options,” she said.

The transit system was funded through 
the Community Transit Grant Program. 
This program was replaced by the On-
tario Transit Investment Fund last fall. 

“Unlike the CT grant, individual mu-

nicipalities cannot apply,” said Chris 
Baird, Tillsonburg’s acting director of 
operations and development. “Only 
project teams can apply involving all 
lower-tier municipalities. Without the 
buy-in of our county neighbours, a suc-
cessful OTIF application is non-viable.”

“The town has reached out to other 
municipalities who are part of it, but 
there has been no uptake,” said Tillson-
burg Mayor Deb Gilvesy.  

Tillsonburg also talked to Norfolk 
County officials, but the conclusion was 
the same that support was needed from 
Oxford municipalities. 

In the background are complications 
within Oxford County. The county pro-
posed a north Oxford transit system last 
fall. Woodstock and Ingersoll launched 
a court challenge to try to block the 
decision, maintaining that transit is a 
lower-tier responsibility and the county 

shouldn’t be involved. 
Baird said a discussion with county 

senior management took place in No-
vember 2024.

“We proposed a county-wide levy to 
each lower-tier municipality,” he said 
of the discussions. “However, with the 
potential legal battle over transit, Ox-
ford County wasn't comfortable moving 
forward. Furthermore, Oxford Coun-
ty alluded to conducting a study of the 
proposed routes to make sure it's a right 
fit transit solution — with a study, we'd 
come back to the table and hopefully by 
then their legal battle would be over.”

An application was made by Tillson-
burg to a fund to assist with costs of the 
study.

Outside Tillsonburg, East Zorra-Tav-
istock and Perth County also made re-
cent decisions to end their rural transit 
services.

Out-of-town bus service may be cut at end of March
JEFF HELSDON

Editor
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YOUR #1 CHOICE FOR QUALITY USED CARS 
Used car rates starting at 5.99% for up to 96 months

Call        519-842-5953

Click       www.eichenberg.ca

Vist: 164 Simcoe Street, Tillsonburg

2017 CHEVROLET 
SPARK LT

$11,999+HST

Automatic, A/C, 138,000 kms, 
No accidents.

F24-016

2021 CHRYSLER 
PACIFICA LIMITED

$42,887+HST

51,890 kms, Leather, Sunroof, 
Heated/A/C seats, Nav, Auto start, No 
accidents, Factory warranty. F24-005A

2022 DODGE GRAND 
CARAVAN SXT

$30,499+HST

94,883 kms, Stow & go seating, Power 
sliding doors, P. Tailgate, Heated Seats, 

Auto start, No Accidents. F24-046

2022 JEEP COMPASS 
NORTH 4X4

$24,999+HST

73,047 kms, Heated seats, 
Auto start, Factory warranty, 

No accidents. F24-055

2022 JEEP GRAND 
CHEROKEE LIMITED

$34,999+HST

84,285 kms, V6, Tow pkg., Leather, Nav, 
Heated seats, Advanced safety pkg., 

Factory warranty, No accidents. F24-043  

2022 RAM 1500 
SLT 4X4

$38,299+HST

32,556 kms, Hemi V8, Heated 
seats, Tow pkg, Auto start, 
Factory warranty. F25-002

2021 HYUNDAI 
VENUE

$18,699+HST

1.6L 4 cylinder,
87,116 kms, Automatic start,

No accidents. F24-051

2021 KIA SELTOS 
EX

$21,999+HST

85,653 kms, All wheel drive, 
Leather, Sunroof,

No accidents. F24-056

2021 JEEP CHEROKEE 
TRAILHAWK

$28,599+HST

60,966 kms, V6, No acidents, 
Leather, Heated seats,

Auto start. F24-010

2023 DODGE 
CHALLENGER GT

$42,599+HST

All wheel drive, 20,311 kms, V6, 
Automatic, Leather, Sunroof, Nav, 

Factory warranty, No accidents. F24-028

2023 DODGE
DURANGE GT

$42,499+HST

75,249 kms, 7 Passenger, V6, 
Factory warranty, Leather, Sunroof, 
AWD, Nav, No accidents. F24-042

2023 RAM 1500 
SLT 4X4

$39,499+HST

62,117 kms, Hemi V8, 6 
passenger, Seating, Factory 

warranty, No accidents. F24-058

2023 GRAND CHEROKEE 
4XE TRAILHAWK

$58,999+HST

Only 7,501 kms, Hybrid engine, 
Factory warranty, No accidents, 

Nav, Leather. F24-040

2023 JEEP
COMPASS LIMITED

$33,500+HST

17,115 kms, Leather, Auto 
start, Heated seats, Factory 

warranty. F24-035

2023 RAM 1500 
LIMITED 4X4

$70,999+HST

26,632 kms, Hemi V8, Leather, Rambox, 
Custom rims, Night edition, 12” radio, Nav, 
No accidents, Factory warranty. 24-101A

ONE OWNER ONE OWNER ONE OWNER

FORMER DAILY RENTAL FORMER DAILY RENTAL FORMER DAILY RENTAL

FORMER DAILY RENTAL FORMER DAILY RENTAL

FORMER DAILY RENTAL FORMER DAILY RENTAL
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A possible site for a new town hall was narrowed af-
ter Coun. Kelly Spencer brought debate on the subject 
back to council with a motion she presented at the Jan. 
13 meeting.

Her motion was to reconsider a motion passed on July 
8 for the new hall to be located at 10 Harvey Street. 
Effectively, the previous motion was to tear down the 
existing customer service centre at 10 Lisgar Street and 
to build an entirely new building on that site. Spencer’s 
motion also directed staff to investigate the feasibility 
of a greyfield site owned by the town on the northeast 
corner of Brock and Harvey Streets, as well as the pos-
sibility of a daycare in the building. 

Speaking to her rationale for reconsideration and 
suggesting a different location, Spencer pointed to the 
former town hall steering committee that disbanded 
before she was on council, which recommended the 
Brock-Harvey location with an estimated price of a 
new building at $8.2 million in 2022. Following an en-
vironmental investigation at that site, a decision was 
made to locate the town hall at 10 Lisgar Ave. The may-
or favoured this location, and council concurred. How-
ever, when a report was presented at the July 8 meet-
ing identifying potential issues at the Lisgar location, a 
teardown of the existing building was suggested with 
a complete rebuild and a preliminary price tag as high 
as $18 million. Council voted to proceed, but was split 
on the decision.

In the meantime, Spencer said staff are spread be-
tween several locations, leading to lower morale. 

“I believe we are going to lose more staff if we don’t 
have a light at this tunnel,” she said. “This was to be a 
temporary placement until the 10 Lisgar town hall was 
built.”

Spencer said there have been comments in the com-
munity and on Facebook about “cozy offices for coun-
cil.” She noted this is inaccurate, as only staff and the 
mayor would have an office in the building. 

Fast forward to last fall, and council passed a motion 
the cost of a new town hall shouldn’t exceed $11 mil-
lion, and 50 per cent of the costs needed to be in the 
bank through the sale of land. Spencer apologized to 
staff for the many reports on the topic over the years. 

“This is a massive commitment and an important 
commitment,” she said. “The feedback I received from 
many people is to build for the future, not to build min-
imum otherwise it will cost taxpayers down the road 
unnecessarily large amounts. It doesn’t need to be big 
and fancy, but functional.”

It was also suggested traffic would be better at the 
Brock and Harvey Streets location. Spencer based the 

suggestion for a daycare on a similar plan that was done 
in Zorra Township. She said Sonbeam Daycare has 400 
families on a waitlist and Tillsonburg Little School has 
another 350. 

Coun. Chris Parker asked for more information on 
the contamination at the greyfield site. Economic De-
velopment Officer Cephas Panschow explained there 
were a number of bore holes drilled and there was 
slight contamination in two holes. 

“That’s something that has to be dealt with as a part of 
site development, but there is a difference in the world 
of environmental science between a site where you are 
going to put residential uses where people are sleeping 
and staying overnight and an office site,” he said.

Coun. Bob Parsons questioned whether the addition 
of a daycare would delay moving ahead with a town 
hall and said he could support the amendment. He still 
wanted staff to look at the feasibility of 10 Lisgar on a 
scaled-down basis, with offices built in the bay and the 
building not having a new fire dispatch area.

“We own the land and have vacant space there,” he 
said. “There is room there for offices and a council 
chamber.”

Spencer agreed to the amendment to the motion.
“Just to reiterate, this is a really difficult and import-

ant decision,” Spencer said. “It’s highly politicized. Ev-
eryone wants to do the right thing. I know speaking 
to the other council members, it just didn’t fit. There’s 
nothing wrong with exploring the options to make it ef-
ficient for staff and reduce the cost for the community.”

She asked if there was design work completed for 10 
Lisgar to proceed within the existing structure, and 
was told there was. 

Saying this would cost less money, Deputy Mayor 
Dave Beres asked for assurances that the report would 
be written so that if Lisgar didn’t work, efforts would 
be switched to the greyfield site. 

Mayor Deb Gilvesy said she favoured the building 
within the existing structure at 10 Lisgar, saying it 
would be more cost effective.

In the end, council passed a motion to reconsider 
the original motion from July 8 to tear down the ex-
isting structure at 10 Lisgar and build a new building. 
Spencer’s motion was also passed with an amendment 
to include investigation of a new town hall within the 
existing structure at 10 Lisgar while also investigating 
the possibility of a daycare. 

Council re-examines Tillsonburg town hall site again
JEFF HELSDON

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Tillsonburg Shrine Club 
Valentine Roses 
Tillsonburg Centre Mall 

Friday Feb 7 and Sun Feb 9. 
Single Rose $5 

Three Roses and a Vase  $20 
ALL proceeds go to Shrine Hospital for Kids 
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Courageous Airborne medic looks back on years of service

Every other Thursday various members of the Royal Ca-
nadian Legion, Branch 153, gather over a morning cup of 
coffee. Among them, Sgt. Randall Boughner C.D. (retired) 
listens, laughs, and reflects. 

“We keep track of each other, tell stories, catch up,” he 
says. 

They enjoy a unique camaraderie based on an under-
standing of what it means to serve your country. 

He didn't have the easiest start, spending his early years 
in foster care before he was finally adopted in 1974 by a 
family in Tillsonburg. In 1975, he joined the Legion as an 
air cadet, and he got his Junior Gliders pilots license at 16. 
His trajectory changed rapidly.

In 1981, he joined the Canadian Armed Forces, attend-
ing boot camp in Cornwallis, NS. He got his first uniform 
and was trained in everything from shaving, bed making, 
uniform ironing and assembling a rucksack to weapons 

and warfare. He graduated after 11 weeks, standing sec-
ond out of his class.

Based on an aptitude test, he requested training as a 
medic and was transferred to Borden where he attended 
the Canadian Forces Medical Services School for an ad-
ditional eight months of training. This time he graduated 
at the top of his class, but he didn't stay there for long. He 
had his eye on those maroon berets, and he soon went to 
Petawawa where he joined the Airborne section for field 
exercises and clinical training which included static jumps 
(connected to a helicopter), and high altitude jumps (over 
10,000 feet). 

Boughner learned fieldcraft, how to set up equipment, 
put up a hospital and conduct rescue missions, including 
how to belay down a mountain to retrieve an injured per-
son, and how to get someone out of a tank or out of a tree. 

"Our role was in support of the infantry jumpers," he 
explains. "When they'd go out on operations, we would go 
with them." 

After four years with the Airborne regiment in Petawa-
wa, he was sent to a military hospital in Halifax. He worked 
in the emergency department and surgery wing before go-
ing back to Borden to specialize in p-med, becoming a 
preventative medical technician. His role was to ensure the 
general health of the troops, quite a challenge when he was 
in Bosnia where there were hazards everywhere.

In addition to disaster relief and peacekeeping missions 
around the world, he's been stationed across Canada, from 
Gagetown, NB to Wainwright, AB. He was there in July 
of 1993 when a C-130 Hercules crashed during a training 
exercise, broke into pieces and caught fire, raining shrap-

nel down around them. 
"There's a broad spectrum of unexpected hazards, in so 

many forms, for those who serve," Boughner said soberly. 
He's been witness to many disturbing scenes and heard the 
stories of many soldiers while treating their injuries, both 
at home and abroad.

He's also been witness to the incredible strength of the 
human spirit. When Canadian Forces renovated a play-
room and spent time at the Children's Surgery Hospital in 
Bosnia, he was amazed by the resilience of the children. 
Many had suffered life-altering injuries due to warfare and 
land mines, yet they still laughed and played.

He accumulated 704 jumps and suffered many injuries 
himself. Loaded down with a main and reserve chute, 49 
pounds of medical equipment and a 65-pound rucksack, 
he was totally focused on the mission at hand. On one of 
his last jumps, he landed on a buried log with a protruding 
limb that tore into his body. 

"There's so much adrenaline," Boughner said. "I packed 
up my parachute and waited for roll call without even real-
izing that I was hurt. They stitched me up at the drop zone 
shed and wrapped me with gauze."

At the end of his career, he was back at Base Borden 
at the CFMSS, but this time as an instructor and course 
director. Eventually, he was medically released from ser-
vice. Within a week, he was packed and heading home to 
Tillsonburg, where he enjoys snooker and social events at 
the Legion, boating, fishing, hunting and trapping.

The Canadian Forces "serve wherever they're called," he 
said, "it's a way of life, it becomes an attitude, you're al-
ways ready to serve, it's not a job."

ROBIN KRAFFT

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

EVERYONE
HAS A
STORY
TO TELL

SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR!
info@tillsonburgpost.com

EDITORIAL

Walking through Tillsonburg, evidence 
of the contributions of service clubs is on 
display in many places. The Lion’s Audi-
torium in the community centre is one of 
the most visible examples, but walk out the 
door and the Kiwanis and Optimist base-
ball diamonds are across the street. There 
are numerous examples of the assistance 
the Kinsmen Club provided across the 
town’s recreation facilities, including Kins-
men Participark and the water park.

If these facilities were built today, the 
contributions of these clubs would likely be 
absent. This is not because of issues facing 
the service clubs, but because money from 
lotteries and bingos – one of the primary 
income services for non-profit commu-
nity groups – can’t be spent on govern-
ment-owned property. A change in regula-
tions from the Ontario Lottery and Gaming 
Commission, which regulates lotteries, 
made this restriction when revamping the 
rules more than a decade ago.

This change isn’t new, but today, in the 
face of tightening budgets, the lack of as-
sistance from service clubs is being really 
hitting home in Tillsonburg. This issue has 

been raised several times in recent month 
by council members. Council asked for a 
report on how service clubs could assist, 
which was presented at the last meeting 
of council. The report didn’t suggest solu-
tions, but Deputy Mayor Dave Beres, who 
is an active member of the Lions Club, and 
Mayor Deb Gilvesy, said they would like to 
find solutions.

Beyond the issue in Tillsonburg, it’s 
safe to assume this is an issue across the 
province. The changes in the lottery rules 
weren’t made under the Ford government, 
but it’s now in their power to fix it. Many 
provincial politicians, from all parties, are 
service club members, and were former 
municipal politicians. They should have 
saw the folly of this change and fixed it long 
before now. 

It really is a win-win-win to have service 
clubs assisting with municipal projects. It 
helps municipalities by providing a revenue 
stream outside of property taxes and helps 
the province by allowing precious grant 
dollars to be stretched further. Fixing this 
is a no-brainer and there is no better time 
to apply the necessary pressure than now.

Time for some common 
sense in provincial politics

Nature gives to every time and season some beauties of its own. - Charles Dickens
(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)



Tillsonburg Post6 January 23, 2025

Tillsonburg celebrating its 200th anniversary this year

As a volunteer historian for the muse-
um, you might appreciate that I am excited 
about the 200th anniversary of the found-
ing of Tillsonburg. 

Last October I could not understand 
why no information was available about 
what was going to happen so groups, 
teams, clubs, organizations, service clubs, 
theatre, the arts, music groups, stamp and 
coin groups and business, stores and in-
dustries etc. could get on board. It takes 
time to strategize, find volunteers and 
execute a good plan, especially with the 
possibilities of 20 past decades, the pres-
ent and future.

I have discovered ‘the town’ is only 
funding one event, Oct. 18 at the com-
plex. It was described as a company that 
demonstrates pioneering skills, or ‘some-
thing like that’. The one event mentioned 
were logs being chopped to demonstrate 

now to build a log cabin. 
I learned at the Mayor’s Levee on Jan. 

6 there is no money from the town for 
souvenirs. Alas no wooden nickels, pins 
shirts, hats etc. but that allows great fund-
raising potential for your group!

  After 57 years of shoestring theatre de-
signing, and resurrecting my 49-year-old 
college course, now called event planning, 
I thought I would see what ideas I could 
think of.  Out of the six pages of ideas, 
the most important is the one big special 
event where the whole town and others 
could gather to celebrate. I met with mem-
bers of the Culture Heritage, Museum, 
Special Events committee in October and 
December, asking if the BIA would incor-
porate the 200th into Turtlefest. After all 
it is about George Tillson too! I learned 
at the Levee the BIA said yes!  It will be 
awesome, and Turtlefest is June 13& 14.

The rest of the year does not need to 
be up to any one group or otherwise to 
plan.  Help your own group, sports teams; 
service, stamp, or coin clubs, choirs or 
churches etc. fundraise through your 
event. Maybe a Second World War/1940s 
big band dance? Perhaps a flower power or 
wedding gown fashion show?  How about 
Depression lunches? 

Or use your yearly fundraiser just 
wrapped around the 200th/decade theme. 
For example, the Shriner’s barbecue with 
a pioneer theme with a wild game dinner, 
or a dance with the ‘60s or ‘80s theme.  A 

gala dinner celebrating any decade, with 
entertainment. Another idea is open house 
events where the public can tour your fa-
cility, learn what do and how you operate 
and the group’s history as well.  All places 
of worship can together have a picnic in a 
park and auction off picnic basket lunches! 

Business or groups may have an anni-
versary this year. Tillsonburg Hospital 
is celebrating its 100th anniversary, and 
could they incorporate the 200th as well? 
Maybe set up a display in an empty room 
or lobby, showing the history of our hospi-
tal buildings, with old equipment or even 
mock surgery. Perhaps, a modest admis-
sion by donation allowing everyone ac-
cess with proceeds going towards a need-
ed equipment?

The curling club, might have an open 
house with historic display, special bon-
spiel, or a chance throw a rock or two? 
Impromptu, for fun, baseball, basketball, 
hockey, pickleball or other sports, games 
with the Tillson Pan Dried team against 
the VanNormans Victors? 

Let’s not forget the kids: schools, scout-
ing, church groups etc.

Since October, I have come up with six 
pages of ways people can celebrate, trying 
to inspire you, to get involved.   

Andrea Greenway of the Culture Her-
itage, Museum, Special Events commit-
tee will be the go-to person. She can be 
reached at 519.688.3009 Ext. 4221 Perhaps 
they could help coordinate all event infor-

mation and dates, using the town’s calen-
dar, which allows you see what else is on 
that date and book it. While there, sign 
into the type of events you prefer, and you 
will automatically get reminders! 

  Annandale National Historic Site is 
leading the 200th with Lunch and Learns. 
A four-part series with catered lunches 
served at noon and interesting talks on 
local history following. Admission to tour 
the museum is included in the ticket price. 
Single tickets $37.00 [with taxes] or a se-
ries pass $123.00 [with taxes]. Preregistra-
tion is required. You choose can choose 
fromThursdays or Fridays. Lined up are: 
“Earliest Tillsonburg”; In The Words of 
Dr. Cooper: Excerpt From His Essays,” 
Presented by Kathleen Watkin on Feb. 27 
and 28;. “Nancy Barker Tillson: Tillson-
burg’s First Lady”, presented by Laurel 
Beechey on March 27 and 28;. “Benja-
min VanNorman: Co-Founder of Tillson-
burg?” presented by Patty Phelps on April 
24 and 25; and the series ends on May 22 
anmd 23 with Joan Weston presenting  
“All roads Lead to Tillsonburg.”. to regis-
ter, call the museum at 519.842.2294

 I’d like to resurrect the Tillsonburg Pio-
neers to tell their stories from past; and/or 
escort tours of downtown and graveyards 
or in costume as eye candy at various 
events. Families, or individuals all ages 
are needed. Anyone who wants to discuss 
this concept further can contact me at 
519.842.9416.

LAUREL A. BEECHEY

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

THE
STAGE
IS THE
WORLD

A report looking at ways the town 
can work with its service clubs to as-
sist with the cost of big-ticket projects 
didn’t find any way forward, but this 
doesn’t mean the issue is done.

The report was ordered by coun-
cil after its Economic Development 
Committee passed a resolution at its 
Oct. 8 meeting asking the town to 
investigate the possibility of partner-
ships with service clubs. Mayor Deb 
Gilvesy expressed frustration with 
restrictions on involving service clubs 
in town projects. There is a long histo-
ry of service clubs assisting with town 
projects, with rooms in the Tillson-
burg Community Centre displaying 
the names of the Kinsmen and Lions, 
baseball diamonds being associated 
with the Optimist Club, and many 
other examples.

At the Nov. 18 budget meeting, 
council asked staff to prepare a report 
on the issue. That report was present-
ed at the Jan. 13 meeting. The main 
takeaway was that most service clubs 
raise most of their funds through lot-
teries and raffles, and the Alcohol 
Gaming Commission of Ontario Li-
censing Policy Manual states funds 
raised can’t be used on municipal 

projects. 
“Let’s work with how we can do 

this,” said Deputy Mayor Dave Beres, 
who is also a Lions Club member. “We 
should be talking to the alcohol and 
gaming people in Ontario and getting 
it back to where it was where service 
clubs can do a fundraiser with lottery 
and give it to the community to help. 

He added, “This tells us where we 
are now, and we want to see where we 
are in the future.”

Mayor Deb Gilvesy agreed, saying 
the report doesn’t find solutions. 

“There have to be ways of thinking 
outside the box,” she said.

The mayor said there are also lia-
bility issues if a service club takes on 
a project, but there has to be ways of 
working through this. She also main-
tained this could be one way of com-
pleting projects more cost-effectively.

Beres said the report identifies other 
ways service clubs can raise money 
besides lotteries, but he said lotteries 
are the big fundraisers. Even the Li-
ons' Monday night bingo is done un-
der the auspices of the Alcohol Gam-
ing Commission of Ontario. 

“I would like to take a dive into 
what other communities are doing. Is 
everyone just saying no?” he asked. 
“How are we working around this?”

Gilvesy agreed, saying other op-

tions should be sought.
Beres said they need to get MPP Er-

nie Hardeman to assist.
“It’s not unique to us, it’s every-

where,” he said. “In the past service 
clubs have been great supporters, not 
just here but across the province.”

Coun. Bob Parsons pointed out so 
many facilities the town has are due to 
the work of service clubs, mentioning 
the pool and arena.

“It seems to be a double-edged 
sword in some ways,” he said, further 
explaining that communities with a 
casino are required to channel money 
back into the community.

“You’re right it doesn’t make any 
sense,” Gilvesy agreed.

Tillsonburg CAO Kyle Pratt, who 
wrote the report, said he understands 
council’s frustrations, but he said one 
of the things to ascertain is whether 
the service clubs want to donate to 
town projects. He said a survey, which 
the report suggested, would find an-
swers to that question.

Council accepted the report as in-
formation, but Beres said he and the 
town delegation at last weekend’s 
Rural Ontario Municipal Association 
conference plan on raising the issue 
with provincial officials and also oth-
er elected representatives from other 
communities.

Mayor, deputy mayor frustrations
continue with service club restrictions
JEFF HELSDON

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Tillsonburg Post is available 
for free in print and online:
www.tillsonburgpost.com
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Police are investigating a robbery that 
occurred at a business in the Town of 
Tillsonburg.

On Jan. 14, at approximately 8 p.m., 
an unknown individual entered a busi-
ness on Broadway and stole men's co-
logne by force.

The value of the product was approx-
imately $900.

The male suspect is described as a 
white male, between 18 and 25 years 
of age, approximately 6 feet tall, 160 
lbs with dirty blonde hair, and minimal 
facial hair. The suspect was wearing a 

black jacket, black pants and a red toque. 
The male left the parking lot in a white 

Honda sedan.
No injuries were reported.
The investigation is ongoing, and 

anyone with information regarding this 
incident is asked to contact the Oxford 
OPP at 1-888-310-1122.

Should you wish to remain anony-
mous, you can call Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 or submit an online 
tip at www.oxfordcrimestoppers.com , 
where you could be eligible for a cash 
reward of up to $2000.

Robbery in Tillsonburg

BE IN THE KNOW!
Get the Latest Edition Delivered 

Straight to Your Inbox!

www.granthaven.com/tillsonburg-post

The  Serious Fraud Office (SFO) of the 
OPP has launched a new victim portal 
and website. The portal is a secure and 
user-friendly online platform designed 
to enhance communication and support 
for victims impacted by SFO-investigat-
ed fraud.

The portal streamlines the SFO efforts 
in providing accessible, effective and 
confidential resources for those impact-
ed by fraud. Individuals who are a vic-
tim of fraud that is under SFO investiga-
tion will be invited by a victim liaison to 
access the portal.   

The SFO recognizes the impact that 
fraud has on individuals and is com-
mitted to ensuring they receive a high 
standard of support according to the 
principles of the Canadian Victims Bill 
of Rights.

To align with their commitment, the 
portal offers victims a streamlined way 
to access critical information, commu-
nicate directly with victim liaisons, stay 

informed about the status of their cas-
es and receive information about their 
rights and the resources available to 
them. It also allows for victim liaisons 
to efficiently communicate important 
updates about on-going cases to many 
victims simultaneously.

The portal was developed through a 
collaborative effort with victim liaisons, 
fraud investigators, Crown prosecutors 
and technology experts to ensure that 
the platform meets the unique needs of 
those impacted by fraud.

In addition to the portal, general mem-
bers of the public can view the new SFO 
website that offers valuable resources 
about fraud, how to report fraud, vic-
tims' rights and the criminal justice 
system. To access the new informative 
website visit sfo.opp.ca.

Both the victim portal and the website 
have been designed to be mobile-friend-
ly, to ensure information can be ac-
cessed whenever and wherever needed.

OPP launches fraud portal 
and website for victims

A fire in a still-under-construction 
three-unit townhouse on Jacko Court 
caused more than $1 million in dam-
age, but is not considered suspicious.

Firefighters responded to the fire on 
Jan. 7 at 7:15 a.m. at 13 Jacko St. Fire-
fighters were on scene for more than 
five hours, and had assistance from a 
pumper from Norfolk Fire Department, 
Courtland.

“Cold temperatures hampered the 
operations of the firefighters due to ice 
and slippery conditions,” said Geoff 
Hayman, Tillsonburg fire prevention 
officer, 

Owned by Oxnard Potters Gate Inc., 
the fire damage was confined to two of 
the three units in the townhouse, but 
there was smoke damage in the third. 

Hayman understands there were 
many in the community concerned due 

to a string of suspicious fires in Norfolk 
County, but he said this is not related or 
suspicious.

“This is not a suspicious fire,” he said. 
“There were no obvious signs of entry.”

He explained with arson there would 
be materials stacked in a corner that 
were lit on fire or signs of an accelerant 
poured on the floor. In this case, there 
were no signs of either.

Wiring of the units was not yet com-
plete but there were two outlets ener-
gized. One was being used for a con-
struction heater.

“Something occurred, rather there 
was damage to the electrical or damage 
to the electrical cord where it caused 
the floor to catch fire,” Hayman said. 
“There was really nothing there to 
catch fire, the floor was clean.”

The exact value of the damage is still 
to be determined, and Hayman said it 
will be dependent on if “the structure 
can be repaired or needs to be rebuilt.”

Fire causes more than $1 
million in damages

JEFF HELSDON

Editor

Tillsonburg firefighters used the aerial truck to suppress a fire in a three-unit townhouse on 
Jacko Street on Jan. 7. Electrical issues are the suspected cause of the fire, which is not 
considered suspicious in nature. 

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

Scott Tegler was appointed 
as interim Tillsonburg fire 
chief.

Tegler was previously fire 
chief and community emer-
gency management coordi-
nator with the City of Wood-
stock.

“Scott brings a wealth of 
experience and education to 
the position,” said Tillson-
burg CAO Kyle Pratt. “He 
will serve the members, 
community and council well 
during this time of transi-
tion.”

Shane Caskanette, Till-
sonburg’s former fire chief, 
submitted his resignation in 
December and served his last 
day with the town on Jan. 5.

Recruitment for a new 
chief will begin in the near 
future. The process typically 
takes three to four months.

Interim fire chief appointed

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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*A comprehensive hearing assessment is provided to adults ages 19 and older at no cost. The results of this assessment 
will be communicated verbally to you. Depending on the province you’re located in, an administrative fee may apply if 
a copy of an Audiological Report is requested. Some conditions apply, see clinic for details. Offer not valid in Quebec.  
**90-Day Risk-Free Trial begins at the date of purchase. If you are not completely satisfied, you can return it within 90 
days for a full refund or exchange. Trial offers varies by province. Conditions Apply. Ask our hearing care professionals 
for more details. 

Get started with a FREE hearing test.*

Your hearing needs are  
unique. Choose the hearing care 
that isn’t one-size-fits all.

When you’re ready, purchase with  
confidence as we provide a  

90-day satisfaction guarantee.** 
Aftercare services at no extra cost.

Mention code: NSP-TBYB-TPST

Book online HearingLife.ca/Try

Experience the benefits of state-of-the-art solutions 
tailored to fit your needs, preferences, and lifestyle.

Learn more from a hearing professional near you.

Keep the 
sounds you love.

• Long lasting rechargeable battery.
• Improved sound clarity. 
• Seamlessly connect to  
   phone, TV & other devices. 
• Discreet and comfortable wear.

Features of the Latest Hearing Aids:

Start Your Year With A  
30-Day FREE Trial

Tillsonburg   
114 Broadway St 

1-888-446-2076

Simcoe   
216 West St, Unit 100 

1-888-446-2120

Port Dover   
697 Highway 6 W, Unit 1A 

1-888-446-2126

Ingersoll   
120 Thames St N, Unit 9 

1-888-471-2914

Tillsonburg council waived two requests 
for rental fee waivers from non-profit 
groups, pending approval of a policy on 
fee rentals.

Kelly Gilson, executive director of the 
United Way Oxford, told council mem-
bers about the upcoming Coldest Night of 
the Year event and asked for a waiver of 
the rental fee for the Lion’s Auditorium, 
where the event is held, while speaking at 
the Jan. 13 meeting. 

United Way services impact one in five 
people in Oxford County. A local board of 
directors runs the charitable organization. 

“We have local people making local 
decisions using local money the best way 
we can to invest in social and human ser-
vices,” she said during her presentation. 
“We are 100 per cent local all the time.”

The Coldest Night of the Year, hosted 
by the United Way, will be held on Feb. 
22. Proceeds from the event will fund 
Tillsonburg Light House, a transitional 
house in Tillsonburg. Up to seven people 
can stay at Light House while putting their 
lives back together. Gilson described it as 
“a step to move people forward to a better 
future.” People can stay there for up to 362 
days.

United Way covers the operational defi-
cit, which is about $60,000, and staff and 
program costs. 

The program supported 22 people last 
year, who were able to get the support they 
needed and move forward with their lives. 

“It’s been incredibly successful in such 
a short period of time,” Gilson said. 

The United Way has also helped people 
with other transitional housing programs 
and prevent evictions.

Last year was the inaugural Coldest 
Night of the Year, which involved 122 
walkers on 23 teams and raised $42,844. 

“It was fun, it was really inspirational, 
it was encouraging and it was a wonder-
ful way to bring workplaces, family and 
friends together to address an important 
need in the community,” Gilson said. 

The event starts and ends at the Lion’s 
Auditorium, where The Mill provides a 
free meal for the participants and guests. 
Gilson asked for a waiver of that fee.

Stephen Owen of the Parkinson Soci-
ety Southwestern Ontario told the council 
that the group is bringing its spring con-
ference to Tillsonburg on April 4 in the 
Lion’s Auditorium. The group also rents 
the Marwood Room monthly for $616. 
Owen asked for a reduction or waiver of 
the fees.

“We hope to work together on some sort 
of solution,” he said. 

Council voted to accept both presenta-
tions as information and the requests be 
“deferred for consideration upon the ap-
proval of a policy for the waiving of rental 
fees.”

Tillsonburg council defers
decision on waiving rental fees
JEFF HELSDON

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Participants wanted for
Coldest Night of the Year

Coldest Night of the Year is a national 
event that involves a series of community 
fundraising walks to help the homeless.

Locally, the United Way Oxford took up 
the torch, starting a walk in Tillsonburg 
last year. Funds from that event helped 
start Tillsonburg Light House, a sev-
en-bedroom transitional housing facility.

Kelly Gilson, executive director of the 
United Way, said the group is looking for 
more teams of fundraisers and volunteers 
for this year’s event on Feb. 22. The event 
starts around 4 p.m., with the walk com-
mencing at 5 p.m. Participants can choose 
to walk either two kilometers or five kilo-
meters, and then return to the Lion’s Au-
ditorium for a meal.

“It’s a wonderful community event,” 
Gilson said. “It’s family-friendly. It’s just 
an inspirational evening.”

Any group, be it family, neighbours, 
co-workers, sports teams or service clubs, 
is encouraged to enter the walk. Once the 

team is set up, individual team members 
go out looking for sponsors. Anyone who 
raises $150 or more will receive a Coldest 
Night of the Year toque, which is a unique 
design each year. 

“The success is the spirit and commit-
ment of team members who want to make 
a difference in the community where they 
live and help those in need,” Gilson said. 

All funds raised to Tillsonburg Light 
House, which Gilson said was a huge suc-
cess.

“We believe this type of supported 
housing can truly make a difference in 
someone’s life,” she said.

United Way staff members at the facil-
ity work with individuals based on their 
needs “to lift them up and move them for-
ward.”

Those who want to register a team, sign 
up to volunteer or want to sponsor a team 
member should go to the web site at cnoy.
org.tillsonburg
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400 Simcoe St., Tillsonburg
*Valid for dine-in, takeout and pickup. Excludes delivery. Valid until January 
20 - February 2, 2025. White meat add $2.00 per entree. Taxes and upgrades 
of sides extra. Participating locations only, while supplies last. Limited time 

offer. No cash value. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER, COUPON OR 
PROMOTION. *Registered trademark of Recipe Unlimited Corporation.

2 Quarter Chicken Dinners (630-1240 Cals/serving, serves 2)
White Meat +2.00 per entree (-70 Cals)

We want to hear from
our community!

info@tillsonburgpost.com

The Ontario government 
is launching new energy 
efficiency programs, in-
cluding the Home Renova-
tion Savings Program, to 
help families and business-
es in Oxford save money. 
The programs are part of a 
new $10.9 billion, 12-year 
investment in energy effi-
ciency, the largest in Can-
ada’s history. 

“These new energy ef-
ficiency programs that all 
Oxford residents have ac-
cess to will lower energy 
bills, put more megawatts 
into Ontario’s energy grid, 
and ultimately put more 
money back into your 
pockets,” said Ernie Har-
deman, MPP for Oxford. 
“While the previous Liber-
al government skyrocketed 
energy prices, our govern-
ment is taking a different 
approach that puts afford-
ability at the forefront.”             

The new Home Reno-
vation Savings Program 
will launch on Jan. 28, 
2025, and offer rebates of 
up to 30 per cent for home 
energy efficiency renova-
tions and improvements, 
including new windows, 
doors, insulation, air seal-
ing, smart thermostats, 
and heat pumps, as well 
as rooftop solar panels and 
battery storage systems for 
people who want to gen-
erate and store energy at 
home. Later in 2025, the 
program will expand to 

include rebates for energy 
efficient appliances, in-
cluding refrigerators and 
freezers.

 The government’s Af-
fordable Energy Act, 
which came into force on 
Dec. 4, 2024, ensures the 
new Home Renovation 
Savings Program, and oth-
er program offerings, will 
be expanded to homeown-
ers who heat their homes 
by propane and oil, instead 
of being restricted to those 
who heat with electricity, 
as it was under previous 
governments. The prov-
ince is also expanding the 
popular Peak Perks pro-
gram with a new program 
specifically targeted to 
small businesses, includ-
ing convenience stores and 
restaurants. Businesses 
will receive a financial in-
centive of $75 upon initial 
enrollment in the program 
and $20 per year for each 
eligible smart thermostat 
connected to a central air 
conditioning system or 
heat pump unit.

In addition to the two 
new energy efficiency pro-
grams, the province will 
continue to support 12 
Save on Energy programs, 
including the highly pop-
ularRetrofit Program for 
business, as well as oth-
er programs geared to 
low-income households, 
businesses, municipalities, 
institutions, the agricul-
tural sector, industry and 
on-reserve First Nation 
communities.

New energy
efficiency programs
coming to Oxford
JEFF HELSDON

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

After leaving the entrance area, patrons can enter 
updated male, female, or new accessible pool chang-
erooms. These include eight smaller family-friendly 
changerooms, each with its own door.

“The entire family can come in here – mom, dad, kids 
– and get changed,” Baird said. 

Baird acknowledged one of the big questions was why 
the project had taken so long. “When you are building 
a new structure on an existing building that was added 
to in the ‘70s, ‘80s, and ‘90s, you find things you don’t 
expect.

For instance, he pointed to an area adjacent to the ex-
isting customer service desk – which will eventually be 
closed in for offices – and said asbestos was found there 
before Christmas. Since it was undisturbed, it was safe, 
he stressed, but it still had to be removed following pro-
tocols and took a week.

“Things like that, when you’re looking at a plan and 
drawings, until you open it up and find things, that’s not 
on our plan,” he said. 

A new elevator by the entrance connects to the second 
floor. The pool viewing area is on the second floor and is 
largely unchanged except for adding a new barrier-free 
viewing area. 

A new accessible ramp to the pool has been added. A 
special wheelchair will provide access. New tiling has 
been installed on the pool deck. 

In the health club the sauna was removed to add 400 
square feet to the health club. 

Julie Dawley, a familiar face around the pool and 
community centre and the newly0appointed manager of 
recreation programs and services, explained there are 
several steps to be completed. Besides cleaning, filling 
and balancing the pool, there has to be a public health 
inspection, a new diving board and lifeguard chairs in-
stalled, as well as staff training.

“I don’t think people realize there’s extensive amounts 
of equipment,” she said. “It’s been in storage for almost 
two years so it has to be cleaned up.”

Recently completing a video update of the project, 
Dawley provided a few highlights, including that adult 

swims, public swims, and water fitness will be avail-
able only for the first couple of weeks. Registration for 
swimming lessons will start on March 5, with all other 
programs following the next day. She suggested that if 
there has been a two-year break in swimming lessons, 
registration should be at the last level successfully com-
pleted. 

“We want to thank everyone because we know it’s 
been a long haul,” she said. 

Saying it’s “pretty amazing” for a town the size of 
Tillsonburg to have a facility like the Tillsonburg Com-
munity Centre, Baird said he knows of several people 
who have Tillsonburg on a short list of where they 
would like to live and the facility was a factor. 

“Council recognized the need to stay current with our 
recreation facilities,” he said. “This has been a perfect 
project to refresh the pool and bring it up to standard for 
people looking to call Tillsonburg home.”

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Community centre construction on schedule

A new accessible ramp to enter the pool is one of the big changes to the actual pool during the upgrades. The ramp will be 
tiled when it is complete.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

The health club gained about 400 square feet during reno-
vations with removal of the sauna. Although there are some 
small tweaks to be completed, it is open to the public now.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
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Runway repairs
A request from the town’s airport advi-

sory committee to seal cracks in the run-
way was endorsed by town council.

In a report to council, the committee 
advised an estimate from last year put the 
price of sealing the cracks at $50,000 to 
$60,000. By comparison, it would cost 
more than $5 million to completely repave 
the runway.

“I think this is becoming a bit of a safety 
issue as well,” said Mayor Deb Gilvesy.

The suggested motion was to pay for the 
sealing through the sale of unused land 
adjacent to the airport. Gilvesy suggest-
ed doing the repairs prior to the land sale, 
which has been in process for six years, 
and then reimbursing the repair costs 
when the land sale was complete.

Council passed a motion to refer the 
request to staff for analysis and a recom-
mendation for funding and timing.

Accessibility an added condition to 
town façade grants

Adding a power-assist door operator is 
being added as a condition to the Tillson-
burg Community Improvement Program 
Façade improvement Program.

Council discussed the issue after a rec-
ommendation came forward from the Ac-
cessibility Advisory Committee to make 
the amendment and to investigate expand-
ing the eligibility area for the Accessi-
bility Renovation Grant beyond the BIA 
boundaries.

Coun. Pete Luciani questioned about 
situations where there might be cases 
where a power assisted door can’t be put 
in because of building design features. 
He asked if there should be some sort of 
clause addressing this.

Mayor Deb Gilvesy said council will 
have an opportunity to review the applica-
tions when a report comes to council and 
could make an alternate suggestion at that 
time.

First lot listed in industrial park
Town council members approved list-

ing of the first lot to be sold in the second 
phase of the VanNorman Innovation Park 
Phase 2. After consultation with members 

of the Economic Development Commit-
tee, staff, and a realtor, the price for the 
first lot was set at $250,000.

Modhani approved for program
Modhani’s location on Spruce Street 

was approved for the town’s Community 
Improvement Plan Tax Increment Grant 
Back Program by town council.

The program grants “a rebate of the 
town portion of property taxes resulting 
from improvements to lands and buildings 
that result in an increase in the assessed 
value of the property.” This means prop-
erty taxes will still be paid on the prop-
erty, but any increases in property taxes 
that result from an increase in assessment 
related to the improvements to the build-
ing will be eligible for rebate within the 
program. Under the program, 100 per cent 
of the increase in taxes is granted back for 
the first six years, and then scales back to 
20 per cent in the tenth year. 

Tax installment dates changed
Deadlines for Tillsonburg property tax-

es were changed by council at the Jan. 13 
meeting.

Traditionally the due dates have been set 
at the second last Thursday of February, 
May, August and October. A decision was 
made to change the due dates to Feb. 28 
and the 30th of May, August and October 
due to residents receiving Canada Pension 
and Old Age Security not receiving pay-
ments until the 26th to 29th of the month.

Town to look at police billing system
Tillsonburg will be looking at changing 

the way it bills for policing.
A motion by Mayor Deb Gilvesy asked 

the finance department to complete a re-
port to examine if the way policing is 
billed can be changed. Currently, the town 
is billed a per household rate by the OPP 
for policing, and then this amount is put 
into operating expenses and taxpayers pay 
it as pay of their general levy. 

“This system unfairly burdens portions 
of the tax base while providing much low-
er rates to others for a system that every-
one has access to,” Gilvesy said. “Policing 
should be billed equal at a per household 
rate as it billed by the provider, the OPP.”

Council briefs

Tillsonburg Deputy Mayor Dave Beres 
is the new chair of the Long Point Region 
Conservation Authority board.

Beres, who has been the Tillsonburg 
representative on the board the past 15 
years, was selected as the chair at the Jan. 
8 meeting. He was previously the vice-
chair. Norfolk councillor Doug Brunton 
replaces him as the new vice-chair. The 
local authority covers the Long Point 
watershed and has representatives on 
the board from Norfolk County, Brant 
County, Township  of Norwich, Town 
of Tillsonburg, Township of South-West 
Oxford, Municipality of Bayham and 
Haldimand County. 

“I don’t see any major changes, things 

are running quite well,” Beres said of his 
ambitions for the coming year with the 
authority.

The conservation authority board also 
passed a $6.9 million budget at its Jan. 8 
meeting. Of this, $2.5 million is from a 
municipal levy and the other 64 per cent 
is self-generated revenue from the sale of 
lumber, parks and fees. The municipal 
levy increased by three per cent, or the 
cost of living. 

“With all the environmental concerns 
going on today, we want to ensure we 
have a healthy watershed with climate 
change,” Beres said. “We also want to en-
courage cottage life along the lakeshore.”

Beres also sits on the board of Conser-
vation Ontario, the body with representa-
tion from all conservation authorities in 
the province.

Beres is new LPRCA chair
JEFF HELSDON

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Oxford Member of Parliament  Arpan 
Khanna answered questions about the 
current state of federal politics and lis-
tened to the issues facing the residents 
of Tillsonburg during a free community 
skate he hosted on Jan. 12.

One of several community skates, 
Khanna said the purpose was to put poli-
tics aside and get to know people. Admit-
ting he isn’t the best skater, Khanna said 
he strapped on his blades and got back on 
the ice 20 years later.

One of the questions Khanna heard a lot 
was confusion surrounding what a pro-
rogued government means. 

“With the tariffs, they felt the govern-
ment should be working,” he said.

Expanding on this point, he said the Lib-
erals will pick a new leader on March 9, 
and said if an election follows that month 
depends if NDP leader Jagmeet Singh 
stays true to his word in supporting a 
non-confidence motion. 

Parliament is scheduled to resume on 
March 24. The Liberals have a choice if 
they have a throne speech or go right to 
the budget. A supply agreement must be 
passed by March 31 or the government 
will run out of money, but Khanna said if 
the House of Commons dissolves due to 
an election there are special measures that 
could be put in place to provide the gov-
ernment with money.

“This shouldn’t be a situation where the 
government has no money,” he said. 

Another issue raised by those attending 
the skate was affordability, and he said 
there was an appreciation of the skates be-
cause it gives people a chance to go out 
and do something with their kids at no 
cost. The other issue he heard about was 
homelessness, combined with drugs and 
addictions.

“Some of the folks said there was an in-
crease in drug use they haven’t seen be-
fore,” Khanna said. 

Khanna also has a pop-up clinic the sec-
ond Tuesday of every month at the Living-
ston Centre in Tillsonburg.

MP fields questions, 
hears issues during skate
JEFF HELSDON

Editor

MP Arpan Khanna and his son Arvin hold the door open for skaters at a community skate 
held in Tillsonburg recently. The free skate is one in a series the MP is hosting across the 
county. 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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Pastor Paul Robinson is retiring – again, 
or sort of.

The well-known minister, who was last 
at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
preached his last sermon on Dec. 29. He 
will continue doing pastoral care for the 
church, as well as being Legion padre and 
hospital chaplain.

His career has been taken him from be-
ing the chaplain of the Canadian War Mu-
seum and Governor General’s Foot Guards 
to being a local minister in two provinces, 
and travelling to provide pastoral care in 
Serbia and Uganda, and to those working 
at Ground Zero following 9/11.

Born in Cheshire, England, Robinson 
came to Canada in 1957 with his family at 
the age of nine. Following in the steps of 
his father who was in the military during 
the Second World War, Robinson entered 
the Royal Military College in Kingston, 
graduating with an honours degree in En-
glish. His first posting was as pay officer 
in Edmonton. 

After serving 15 years in the military, 
ultimately as a public affairs officer, Rob-
inson came to the ministry in a roundabout 
way, working first for World Vision before 
being called into pastoral ministry as as-
sistant pastor at Capital View Community 
Church. 

Two years later, in 1985, he moved to 
Montreal to pastor the Fairview Alliance 
Church. 

“The French I learned in the military 
came in handy,” Robinson said.

Five years later, he found himself back 
in the capital, having accepted the call to 
pastor Redeemer Alliance in Orleans (Ot-
tawa).

While pastoring in Ottawa, Robin-
son reconnected with the military and 
was trained as a reserve force chaplain. 
Once qualified, Robinson was appointed 

chaplain to the Governor General’s Foot 
Guards based at the Cartier Square Drill 
Hall. This historic building is home to the 
Guards and to the Cameron Highlanders 
of Ottawa. 30 Field Artillery, known as 
“The Bytown Gunners” also make their 
home in the capital. 

While pastoring and serving with the 
Guards, Robinson was named honorary 
chaplain to the Canadian War Museum, 
and led services on their behalf for the 
50th anniversary of D-Day, VE Day and 
VJ Day.

In 1994, the Robinsons made the move 
to Tillsonburg. 

“Tillsonburg Alliance was looking for 
a pastor,” he recounted. “I came and met 
with them and accepted the call to come 
here.” 

Their time at the church was one of 
growth as the church nearly tripled in size 
and went to two morning services.

But 11 years into that ministry, tragedy 
struck when his daughter Heather died 
from a rare strep infection which took her 
life in 12 hours. The baby she was about to 
give birth to also died.

Robinson said it was a special grace from 
God that enabled him to conduct Heather 
and Emily’s funeral. 

“But,” he added, “getting back in the pul-
pit, I was in worse shape than I thought.” 
Shortly after, he had to pull back, and re-
signed from the church. 

After stepping out of the pulpit, Paul 
accepted a position for a year as Nation-
al Director for Micah Challenge Canada, 
an organization that helps cut poverty and 
promotes education for women in Third 
World countries.

In 2007, Robinson returned to the pulpit 
and moved to Messiah’s Corners (outside 
Port Rowan), to pastor the Port Rowan 
Mennonite Brethren Church. He stayed 
there until he was 65 when he retired for 
the first time and moved back to Tillson-
burg.

Retirement didn’t last though, as he ac-
cepted a half-time position at St. Andrew’s 
for a six-month contract. 

“My six-month contract became six-and-
a-half years,” he laughed. “That’s when I 
said it was time to retire again.”

He partially retired from this in 2019, 
sharing duties with another minister, but 
was back two years later in a half-time role 
once again.

Still on another six-month contract in 
2024 along with another half-time min-
ister, things were lined up for Robinson 
to retire at the end of September. But the 
plans fell apart and so he stayed on until 
a replacement was found for the start of 
2025. 

“I’m still not really retired,” he reflect-
ed. “I’m still looking after pastoral care for 
the church and am happy to do so. Besides, 
people think pastors don’t really retire.”

Asked about ministering in different de-
nominations, Robinson answered, “I’ve 
often compared the denominations to the 
different regiments in the army,” further 
explaining that like the regiments with 
their various traditions, they are fighting 
for the same cause – and the same Com-
mander.

During his years serving the church, 
ministry afforded Robinson opportunities 
outside the pulpit. In 1998 he traveled to 
Serbia, Hungary and Russia, visiting and 
encouraging missionaries there. In 2006 
he visited refugee camps in Uganda. And 
shortly after 9/11, he found himself com-
ing alongside rescue workers inside “The 
Red Zone” in New York as fires still 
burned. More recently, he was also part of 
the Legion’s Pilgrimage of Remembrance 
to Normandy in July 2023. 

Robinson has been the Legion Branch 
153 padre for over 25 years and is continu-
ing in that capacity. He is also the zone 
padre. 

“I feel privileged to work with my com-
rades there,” he said. “We have an amazing 
Legion here, very active.”

Robinson is presently the only chaplain 
at Tillsonburg District Memorial Hospital. 
He explained there used to be a team pro-
viding pastoral care, something he wants 
to re-establish. 

Asked how he keeps going, Robinson 
answered, “My passion is proclaiming the 
Good News. My joy is seeing people trans-
formed as they come to know Jesus.”

He credits that he couldn’t have made the 
journey without the support of Carol, his 
wife of 54 years who has been by his side 
throughout. She is presently the music di-
rector at St. Andrew’s.

“We’ve been a good team,” Robinson 
said with a smile. 

Pastor Paul Robinson retires from St. Andrew’s
JEFF HELSDON

Editor

Pastor Paul Robinson preached his last ser-
mon at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church on 
Dec. 29. Although he retired, he will still be 
providing pastoral care for the church and is 
the Legion padre and hospital chaplain.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
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Public health is alerting the community 
of potential exposures to measles

Southwestern Public Health is investi-
gating a situation at Tillsonburg District 
Memorial Hospital that carries the risk of 
exposure to the measles virus.

The potential measles exposure hap-
pened on Jan. 14 between 7:30 p.m. and 
10 p.m. in the emergency department of 
Tillsonburg District Memorial Hospital. 
If you were present at this location during 
this timeframe, and are not up-to-date 
with your vaccinations, please call public 
health at 1-800-922-0096.

Other actions to take if you were present 
at this location during these times:

1. �Check your immunization history or 
contact your health care provider to 
confirm if you and your family mem-
bers are up-to-date with your measles 
vaccinations (MMR or MMRV). Two 
doses are generally recommended for 
anyone born in or after 1970. In gen-
eral, those born before 1970 are con-
sidered protected against measles.

2. �Watch for symptoms of measles for 
up to 21 days after exposure – even if 

you are up-to-date with your measles 
vaccinations.

3. �Those who were present with an in-
fant under 12 months of age, are preg-
nant, or are immunocompromised, 
are advised to immediately call public 
health at 1-800-922-0096 as you may 
be eligible for preventive treatment. 

4. ��Call ahead to all health care settings if 
you have been exposed to, are a con-
tact of, or have symptoms consistent 
with measles. This ensures that the 
health care settings can prepare for 
your arrival to prevent further expo-
sures.

“We are working quite closely with the 
health care setting to inform all known 
contacts. I want to stress that there was no 
gap in infection control processes identi-
fied,” said Dr. Joyce Lock, Acting Medical 
Officer of Health. “This message is really 
intended for people who were at this loca-
tion that we cannot reach, such as people 
who visited even briefly during this time-
frame. It is our responsibility to inform 
anyone as quickly as possible if they have 
been exposed to this virus.”

Potential measles exposure 
at Tillsonburg hospital

www.granthaven.com

CONVENIENT WAYS TO ACCESS 
YOUR NEWSPAPER!

Stay up-to-date with the latest news and local stories. View the current edition 
online 24/7 at www.granthaven.com/tillsonburg-post
Don’t miss a beat and sign up free to receive each edition straight to your inbox.
For those of you who prefer to have a printed copy of the paper we will continue to drop 
off paper at many local businesses and community spaces. 

SCAN TO READ 
ONLINE PAPER

SCAN FOR PICK 
UP LOCATIONS

Support 
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that keep your 
community and 
its newspaper 
thriving

A WATCH PARTY
FOR THE BIG GAME

CALL 519-602-7839 OR EMAIL US AT BIRDSGOLF_NA@OUTLOOK.COM
FOR MORE INFORMATION!

Join us at Birds Golf Sports Lounge for
Superbowl LIX

 Feburary 9th, 2025
 for a chance to win this
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B.R.’s

Inc.PLUMBING & HEATING

1 Vance Drive, Tillsonburg

P: (519) 688-5999
F: (519) 688-5554

Meet new friends, have fun and enjoy over 30 different activities to 
strengthen the muscles and the mind. Member discounts available.

Call 688-2520 for info, or stop by weekdays between 8:30 and 4 pm for a tour!

Be happy, be healthy, be here in the New Year!

45 Hardy Ave, Tillsonburg • (519) 688-2520
tillsonburgseniorcentre.com

Start the New Year at Tillsonburg Senior Centre!Weekend Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

1) What U.S. state begins with a U?
2) What was the original business of 
Netflix?
3) How many pieces does each 
player 4) have in backgammon?
4) What actress played the role of 
Stifler’s Mom in the movie American 
Pie?
5) What is the only fruit that bears its 
seeds on the outside?

6) What city was formerly known as 
Constantinople?
7) What is the name of the tallest 
grass on earth?
8) Who is the governor of California?
9) What is the birthstone for 
January?
10) In Shakespeare’s Hamlet, what is 
“the soul of wit”.

by Jake & Stewart Grant

Over 100 guests ‘unwrap’ shared Christmas dinner at NUC

One-hundred-and-twenty-five people col-
lectively unwrapped the shared communi-
ty celebration contained within this year’s 
17th Annual Norwich United Church (NUC) 
Christmas Dinner.
Some were church members, some came 
from the broader community, some from be-
yond, a truly diverse group says NUC’s Kar-
en McSpadden.
“We get a real cross-section of people - and 
they all sit down together.”
She, along with husband Dan Cohoe, head 
up an effort supported by ‘an amazing group 
of wonderful volunteers’ numbering in the 
25-range. Some head off to family Christmas 
events afterwards, others alternate between 
NUC and hosting their own meals, and there 
are also those like the Cohoe-McSpaddens, 
who have committed to making this an an-
nual family tradition.
The concept was pioneered by Gary and 
Shirley Debus and Nancy and Larry Ander-
son.
“I think they were just chatting and thought 
it would be a cool thing to do,” credited Mc-
Spadden, who came onboard shortly after it 
began. In the earlier years, the event drew 
between 40 and 60 guests sharing a tradi-
tional meal together in the NUC lower hall. 
COVID necessitated a socially-distanced 
take-away approach, happily returned to its 
collective origins post-pandemic. 
Last year, a bulk mailing to the Norwich and 
Burgessville postal areas combining an in-

vitation to the church’s Christmas dinner/
Christmas Eve service and seasonal concert 
resulted in an attendance of 125 on Christ-
mas day. Those record numbers were rough-
ly equalled in 2024 with 120 sit-down diners 
and 15 deliveries.
“The word is out,” said McSpadden.
There is a sense of chaotic purpose as final 
preparations come together Christmas morn-
ing, an inherent challenge in getting that 
much food in order in a timely fashion, not 
to mention what seems to be an annual addi-
tional uninvited challenge. It can be inclem-
ent weather, there was the time the boiler 
required to heat the building malfunctioned, 
or this year’s electrical spark in a warming 

tray. Fortunately, it turned out to be merely 
a f lash in the pan rather than the portent of 
more serious issues.
“Every year there always seems to be some-
thing,” McSpadden laughed. “But it has nev-
er put us down.”
The shifting cast of volunteers included 
teenagers looking to lock up volunteer hours 
shovelling snow or helping set up tables, 
long-time regulars like potato-peeling prep 
experts Bob and Marie Lester, Ross Pollock, 
who has literally taken over the heavy lifting 
of massive cooking pots, or John Palmer on 
deliveries.
“There is a real sense of camaraderie in the 
people helping,” said McSpadden.

The menu is consistent, turkey (two of five 
donated by Corwic Farms), a donated ham, 
mashed potatoes (100 pounds courtesy of 
Son-In-Law Produce outside of Otterville), 
stuffing on the side, gravy, Dan’s special 
orange, butter and parsley rough-cut carrot 
recipe, squash, and a selection of sweet treats 
ranging through pies, tarts, Christmas bak-
ing and Deborah Dufton’s trif le.
“There’s always an amazing dessert table,” 
said McSpadden.
Guests begin arriving at noon and people 
keep coming in until around 2 p.m., many 
tarrying for the duration, comfortably shar-
ing Christmas day time and space.
“We try and make it an easy place to sit down 
for a meal and chat,” said McSpadden. “It’s 
just a really lovely community spirit.”
There is no charge for the dinner she em-
phasizes, however some are moved to leave 
monetary donations beyond the food and vol-
unteer hours already contributed.
“I think people believe we are trying to reach 
out to our community,” McSpadden theo-
rized.
Admittedly, there is a collective sigh of relief 
at its conclusion, well-fed guests departing, 
some carrying leftovers.
“When it’s all over and once again, every-
thing has worked out,” summed up McSpad-
den of the quiet sense of satisfaction descend-
ing on the year that was, the value contained 
within, which make thoughts of another year 
both palatable and even manageable.
“We are inspired to keep this Christmas tra-
dition alive at NUC for as long as possible,” 
McSpadden concluded.

JEFF TRIBE

Post Correspondant

From left, this year’s 25-member Norwich United Church Christmas Dinner volunteer prepa-
ration team included Karen McSpadden, Dan Cohoe, Cheryl Slater, Neil Dolson, Carl Booker, 
Ross Pollock and Gail Dolson. 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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Glendale High School’s art students had their first 
chance for their work to be part of an exhibit during a 
recent show at the Station Arts Centre.

The 28 students in the Grade 11/12 university/college 
prep art course were busy on Jan. 9 and 10 hanging 
their work in preparation for the opening on Jan. 13 for 
the show titled Visions of the Adolescent Mind. The 
show ran until Jan. 17.

Michelle Dench, art department head, said it’s the 
first time any of the students have had their art exhibit-
ed outside of the school.

“We used to (exhibit at the Station Arts Centre) back 
when Mr. Rabb was art department head,” she said. 
“It’s the first time since COVID.”

Dench explained it’s part of the curriculum for stu-
dents to learn how to present art to audiences, and the 
exhibit came with an opportunity on curating and hang-
ing art from the Station Arts Centre staff. She said this 
is a good skill for the students if they wanted to work in 
a gallery. Grade 12 students were allowed to choose a 
theme and then were to create art in the medium of their 
choice. The Grade 11 students were more prescribed in 
what they created – for instance all would work in wa-
tercolours – but could create their own theme.

Leela LaTulippe, a Grade 12 student, had several 

pieces that were part of the exhibit and was excited to 
be part of it. The pieces were a pastel drawing, a mixed 
media piece and a pencil drawing.

“I do a lot of art in my free time,” LaTulippe said. 
“Art class allowed me to step out of my comfort zone 
and learn other techniques except drawing.”

LaTulippe’s hope is art will make her money in the 
future. She intends to sell art online and move towards 
an in-person business.

Gracie Heeren, a Grade 11 student, had four pieces on 

display, and when asked the exciting part of the exhibit, 
answered, “Just displaying my art publicly and getting 
people outside the school to see it. “

Grade 11 student Kendall Young had an oil pastel that 
was part of the exhibit.

“I can finally get to display my art, and not just in 
front of my classmates and family,” Young said.

The next exhibit at the Station Arts Centre, which 
will feature Sue Goossens and Cathy Groulx, opens 
Feb. 14. 

Glendale art students exhibit at Station Arts Centre
JEFF HELSDON

Editor

Nathan Wilkinson and Kendall Young, left, hang a painting as part of the Glendale High School art exhibit at the Station Arts 
Centre.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

We want to hear from our community!
info@tillsonburgpost.com

• Mortgages
• Reverse 

mortgages
• Debt consolidation
• Construction 

financing
• Alternative lending
• Private financing

DAVID SIMMONDS  
MBA CPA CGA 
Mortgage Agent Level 2  
Brokerage License 12728

19 Ridout Street East
Tillsonburg ON N4G 2C6
519-403-5020
david@davidsimmonds.ca

If you made a New Year’s resolution to become more 
active and aren’t sure where to go, the BIA introduced 
The Movement Guide to show people options for fitness 
solutions within the core area..

The online directory, available at https://www.down-
towntillsonburg.com/community-blog, provides a listing 
of fitness locations in the downtown core. This is a new 
initiative for the Downtown Tillsonburg BIA. Naomi 
Dube, digital marketing and activations coordinator for 
the BIA, came up with the idea to tie into New Year’s 
resolutions about fitness.

“The main thought process behind the guide is to act 
as a go-to resource for newcomers to Tillsonburg and 
give them a quick overview of the diversity of classes, 
programs, and fitness solutions offered right here in the 
core,” she said. “We focused on independently-owned 
businesses to give that small town feel and personable 
customer service that comes along with locally owned 
businesses.”

Downtown Tillsonburg BIA staff are also busy looking 
for sponsors for Turtlefest. For more information, contact 
Vanessa Fortner at v.fortner@tillsonburgbia.ca

BIA introduces movement guide
JEFF HELSDON

Editor

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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Every year, in the days leading up to Re-
membrance Day, the public's eyes are on 
the Legion. Its members lead the parade 
on Remembrance Day and sit in booths 
selling poppies throughout the communi-
ty. But there is much more to the Legion, 
as it’s a hub of activity year-round.

While some branches of the Royal Ca-
nadian Legion struggle as veterans age, 
Tillsonburg Branch 153 is still healthy. 

“We’re very fortunate here we have a 
lot of community support,” said president 
Dianne Hodges.

In turn, the Legion gives back to the 
community. Young soccer, hockey, rin-
gette, and baseball players sport the Le-
gion name on their jerseys. The Legion 
also supports youth through its literary 
poster and public speaking competitions. 
Competitors who do well locally can ad-
vance to the Legion zone, provincial, and 
national levels. 

The Legion hall is available for rentals 
for weddings, funerals and other events. 
Several community groups regularly use 
the facility. There are monthly Friday 
night dinners and lunches on weekdays. 
The Tillsonburg Military History Club 
holds its meetings in the branch. Dances 
and musical events take place throughout 
the year. And the bar is open to the pub-
lic.

“Years ago, it was members only, but 
now it’s open to the public,” Hodges said.

Snooker, darts, shuffleboard, and eu-
chre leagues are held from fall to March 
for members and non-members. Tuesday 
afternoon darts are held year-round. 

During the summer, the Legion hosts 
Friday night bike nights, a gathering for 
motorcycle enthusiasts. Hodges pointed 
to the recently resurfaced parking lot as 
a beneficiary of community support. The 
parking lot needed repaving, and instead 

of having to use Legion coffers, local 
businesses came together to pay for re-
paving and landscaping. Hodges said this 
was a huge assistance to the branch.

The Legion is still there to support vet-
erans. Every other Thursday the branch 
hosts coffee hour for veterans.

“It’s veterans only, and they gather 
together to talk amongst themselves,” 
Hodges said. “They talk about their ser-
vice.”

This activity started in 2023 with five 
members attending, averaging 25 to 30. 
Hodges said the challenge was getting 
word out about the gathering. Veterans 
attend from conflicts spanning more than 
five decades, including the Second World 
War, Afghanistan, Cyprus, Bosnia, 
Kosovo, Croatia, Korea and Vietnam.

Branch 153 also sponsors the Royal 
Canadian Air Cadets, which operate out 
of the hall on Thursday evenings. Money 
from the branch’s Nevada draw is devot-
ed to the air cadets. The program is free 
for youth ages 14 to 19.

The Legion Ladies’ Auxiliary, an arm’s 
length part of the Legion, operates from 
the branch. Their members often provide 
meals and raise funds to help with up-
grades in the branch. 

Although Branch 153 is healthy, Hodg-
es said they always need more assistance, 
and so too does the auxiliary. Those in-
terested can join at the branch or online 
at legion.ca

The Legion is a year-round community hub
JEFF HELSDON

Editor

The Legion’s snooker league is one of many leagues that are open to both members and 
non-members during the winter. Branch 153 hosts a wide variety of activities for the com-
munity, as well as providing a veteran’s coffee hour and sponsoring the Royal Canadian Air 
Cadets squadron. 

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

Worship With Us

Watoto Children’s Choir - February 13th at 7:00 pm
First come, first serve for seating.

18 HARVEST AVENUE, TILLSONBURG

QUARTER LINE ROAD CONSTRUCTION NEARING COMPLETION
Repairs to a retaining wall on Quarter Line Road between Concession and North Streets 
are expected to be complete on Jan. 31. Temporary paving will be installed for the road 
to re-open, and then complete repaving and road restoration will take place in the spring. 
The project was set back due to some buried concrete that was found.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

Missed an issue?
View all past issues online anytime:

www.tillsonburgpost.com
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SPORTS

PHARMACY

Part of Tillsonburg’s
Independent Spirit Since 1874

STORE HOURS:
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM TO 9PM

SATURDAY 9AM TO 5:30PM
SUNDAY 12PM TO 4PM

Find our weekly flyer at
cowardpharmacy.ca

519-842-4081
165 Broadway, Tillsonburg

We Are Helping Your Friends & Family

519-544-HOME
21 Brock St. E, Unit #3, Tillsonburg

www.wiltshirerealty.ca

Bryan Wiltshire**
519-318-0736

Amanda Wiltshire*
519-777-8801

Cam Hughes*
519-852-5431

Craig Todt*
519-550-5212

Melissa McDonald*
519-688-6916
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www.hurleysappliance.com

15 Oxford St.
Tillsonburg, ON
N4G 2G1

BRANDS WE CARRY
Appliances Mattresses
Whirlpool
Electrolux
GE
Huebsch
Marathon
Panasonic

Serta
Simmons
Sealy
Dreamstar

Come see us for parts and service and all your mattress and appliance needs

519-688-3464
1-866-688-3464
hurleys.appliance@gmail.com

STORE HOURS
Mon-Fri: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

... and much
more!

Tillsonburg Gemini boys hockey program
building toward official, unofficial goals

Officially, the Tillsonburg 
Gemini boys’ hockey program’s 
goal is to get to the playoffs.

“But I’m not going to lie that 
winning a bunch of games and 
being undefeated isn’t a goal 
too,” admitted coach Derek Part-
lo with a laugh following a home 
ice 3-1 TVRA South East vic-
tory over the visiting Ingersoll 
DCI Blue Bombers Thursday, 
Jan. 9. 

The Gemini have been closer 
to that unofficial goal than the 
official one many years, a strong 
community minor hockey pro-
gram and consistency behind the 
bench contributing factors.

“We have a decent program 
and are usually retooling, not re-
building every year,” said Partlo. 

Ongoing success can in effect, 
put a target on a team’s back, 
bringing out the best in oppo-
nents.

“But it makes you better too, 
knowing everyone gets up to 
play against you.”

The Ingersoll DCI Blue Bomb-
ers brought their A game to the 
Tillsonburg’s Memorial Arena 
in a fast-paced, structured and 
well-disciplined outing. It fea-
tured the odd heavy hit, timely 
saves by both goalies at either 

end of the ice, just three mi-
nor penalties and very little ex-
tra-curricular activity.

“They’re a good program as 
well, similar to us,” credited 
Partlo. “They play the right way 
and their coach does a good job 
of keeping them under control.

“A good hockey game.”
Tillsonburg’s Adam Cvit-

kovic opened scoring with 4:14 

remaining in the first period, 
surgically inserting a wrist 
shot high to the stick side from 
the right point. Owen Ardy and 
Liam Nunn picked up assists, 
doing the spadework behind the 
IDCI net to gain control of the 
puck and feed their teammate.

Logan Almeida upped the lead 
to two at the 10:52 mark of the 
second (15-minute) period, set 

up beautifully with an open side 
of the goal following a cross-
crease pass from the right wing. 
Cale Arvai and Johnny Lamers 
drew assists.

Ingersoll’s W. Parsons coun-
tered from N. Muller with 10:21 
remaining in the third period, 
setting up a tight final stretch. 
The Gemini would outshoot 
IDCI roughly two to one on the 

game (unofficially 43-22) and 
felt Partlo, controlled a majority 
of the play.

“But it was a 2-1 hockey game 
in the last ten minutes.”

Tillsonburg’s Rilan Swain re-
lieved some of the tension with 
2:06 remaining, unassisted on a 
rush down the left wing.

“In the third, they took it to 
us off the hop,” credited Swain, 
who fired the puck between a 
defender’s legs, finding the net 
‘high blocker’ side. “Our goalie 
made some saves and we found a 
way to get one at the end.”

Swain is a native of Perry’s 
Cove, Newfoundland, ‘popu-
lation 50’, living and attending 
school in Tillsonburg while play-
ing on the North American Prep 
Hockey League’s Oxford War-
lords Hockey Academy squad. 
Swain, whose goals include im-
proving as a hockey player and 
gaining exposure toward ad-
vancing in the game, has upcom-
ing tournaments in Montreal and 
New York. He is on the ice three 
times a week with the Warlords 
and in the gym twice. Swain is 
the league leader in points (14) 
and assists (9) and stands second 
in points per game  at 2.80.

“Got the win,” he summed up 
of the outing against Ingersoll 
DCI. “But it was a bit closer than 
we imagined.”

Tillsonburg Gemini goalie Jack Bruder takes a swat at the puck along with Ingersoll DCI’s Jeremy Stiles (left) as 
Tillsonburg defender Owen Ardy looks on.

(JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)

JEFF TRIBE

Post Correspondant

CONTINUED TO PAGE 17
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There was more than two points on the 
line for a number of Gemini and Blue 
Bombers who play minor hockey to-
gether with the amalgamated South Ox-
ford Storm, which draws players from 
both Tillsonburg and Ingersoll. Sitting 
second in Shamrock League standings 
as of Jan. 9, they would be back to being 
teammates that Sunday evening in St. 
Thomas.

“It’s competitive (on the ice during 
high school games),” said Nunn, one of 
a mixed group of players from oppos-
ing teams amicably comparing notes 
and chirping just a little following the 
TVRA South East contest. “End of the 

day, it’s friends of ours.”
“Exactly what it should be,” said Part-

lo. “Play hard on the ice and when it’s 
over, go back to being good buddies.”

The win pushed Tillsonburg’s record 
to 5-0, subsequently upped to a perfect 
7-0 with wins over Aylmer East Elgin 
(6-1) and Woodstock St. Mary’s CHS 
(5-1). The regular Gemini season con-
cludes with back-to-back games Feb. 6 
and 7.

“Our goal is to make it to our league 
final and have a chance at WOSSAA,” 
Partlo concluded.

TVRA South East Girls Hockey

Monday, Jan. 13
St. Thomas St. Joe’s 5, Tillsonburg 
Gemini 0
Wednesday, Jan. 8
Aylmer East Elgin 7, Gemini 2

Senior Girls Volleyball
Tuesday, Jan. 14
Gemini 25, 25, 25; Lord Dorchester 13, 
23, 19
Tuesday, Jan. 7
Gemini 25, 25, 25; St. Thomas Arthur 
Voaden 8, 19, 7

Junior Girls Volleyball

Thursday, Jan. 9
Gemini 20, 25, 25, 17, 17; Ingersoll DCI 
25, 22, 22, 25, 15

Senior Boys Basketball
Tuesday, Jan. 14
Lord Dorchester 63, Gemini 43
Thursday, Jan. 9
Ingersoll DCI 60, Gemini 47

Junior Boys Basketball
Tuesday, Jan. 14
Gemini 30, Lord Dorchester 10
Thursday, Jan. 9
Gemini 49, Ingersoll DCI 29

Gemini boys’ hockey team defeats Ingersoll in tight game

Tillsonburg Gemini Quinn Lessif (centre) drives to the net against Ingersoll DCI goalie J. 
Pinnard and Bombers defender U. Jewkes.

(JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)
Gemini forward Rilan Swain (right) takes a swipe at the puck as Ingersoll DCI’s J. Stewart 
heads up-ice, in front of the Blue Bombers bench.

(JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

CURLING BONSPIEL
The winners of the Dale Fanset Memorial Bonspiel were team Armstrong from Ingersoll 
who are shown above proudly displaying the plaque that will bear their names. They went 
undefeated coming out on top of the 14-team field. As well as getting their names on the 
hardware, they went home with the keeper trophies they are holding along with the brag-
ging rights. This year Blue West Equipment Inc. partnered with the Tillsonburg Curling 
Club as the premier sponsor. Pictured above are from left to right: vice - Darryl Nod-
well; Blue West Equipment G.M. Wayne Vansevenant; skip – Bob Armstrong; second – 
Jacques Van Bilsen; and lead – Bob McKinley. The bonspiel was held at the Tillsonburg 
Curling Club on Saturday, Jan 11.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Team Swatridge from Ingersoll were the winners of the second draw but were outpointed 
by team Armstrong from the first draw for the overall bragging rights in the 4th Annual Dale 
Fanset Memorial Bonspiel. Team Swatridge, a previous overall winner, is shown holding the 
hardware. They are from left to right: lead – Steve Powell; second - Ian Roberts; vice - Jeff 
Milner; skip - Dave Swatridge and sponsor rep from Blue West Equipment, G.M Wayne Van-
sevenant. The bonspiel had curlers from all over the area vying for the overall spot.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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Tillsonburg Glass’ 19-game winning streak ends
Jan. 5
Fody's 2, Agrospray 2
Fody's fought hard to earn the point. They 
couldn't get their explosive offence going 
against a solid Agrospray team, but buck-
led down to keep Agro at bay. Agrospray 
looked to be in control as they matched 
Fody's strength all night. A tough break at 
the end, but a deserved point.
Blake Ash and Mike Mudford had goals 
for Fody's. Brady VanYmeren had two 
goals for Agrospray.

Distinct 4, ReMax 2
Distinct was able to get some scoring from 
different areas in this one. A good effort 
in the second to make sure ReMax didn't 
gain any momentum. ReMax had a solid 
first, but couldn't get things going in the 
second. Maybe a step tired after the hol-
idays?
Craig Smith and Mike VanWyk had two 
points each for Distinct. Brady Sutherland 
and Johnathan Bouck had goals for Re-
Max.

Carquest 3, Airmount 0
Carquest played hard offensively in the 
first and made sure to play tight defence 
in the second. A good all-around game. 
Airmount had some chances on rushes, 
but couldn't get a rebound or a bounce. 
They had a near full team and didn't let 
the game get away from them.
Darrick French had two goals and Evan 
Prouse had two assists for Carquest.

B-Line 3, RND 0
B-Line was able to get a lead before the 
extra curriculars happened. They held on 
as RND stepped up the pressure late in 
the game. RND couldn't get much going 
until late. They couldn't cash in on a long 
powerplay and that may have changed the 
momentum.
Brent Beekman had two points for B-Line.

Precision 5, Source 1
Precision found some scoring, led by Jus-
tin French's hat trick. They kept Source 
away from the front of the net and didn't 
give up many second chances. Source had 
a bunch of breaks in this one, but couldn't 
beat the Precision back check or strong 
goaltending.
Justin French had a hat trick for Precision. 
Chris Sebok had a goal for Source. 

Glass 2, Royal LePage 0
Glass broke through late and navigated 

some penalties to remain undefeated. A 
strong game to keep Royal LePage from 
getting on the board. Royal LePage looked 
to be at least earning a tie, but a bad min-
ute or so, changed things late. A very 
tough and evenly matched game.
Brendan Soares and Stephen Schafer had 
the goals for Glass.

Jan. 8
Agrospray 2, ReMax 2
Agrospray started off well and had some 
great chances on breakouts. They were 
able to fight for the point as they pressured 
late in the game. ReMax looked to swing 
momentum in the second, but couldn't 
hold off Agro at the end. A good effort 
with some very good chances in close in 
this one.
Dan King and Brady VanYmeren had 
goals for Agrospray. Benson Howey and 
Brady Sutherland had goals for ReMax.

Distinct 5, Fody's 2
Distinct was able to control things offen-
sively in the second and put three on the 
board. They were able to check Fody's 
close all game and took them off their 
game. Fody's had some speed in the first 
and looked to be matching up nicely. They 
got a bit away from their normal game and 
it kept them from getting much going in 
the second.
Andrew VanWyk had three points for Dis-
tinct. Marty Friedrich and Chris Sanders 
had goals for Fody's.

Precision 3, Carquest 3
Precision was able to use their special 
teams to get a couple goals tonight. They 
were able to keep Carquest from gaining 
momentum and were able to secure an-
other tie on the season. Carquest was able 
to get some net front presence and pres-
sure in this one. They were able to tie it 
up three times to give Precision a run for 
most ties this season.
Justin French and Devon MacDonald had 
goals for Precision. Brad Smale and Brett 
Ronson had two points each for Carquest.

Jan. 12
Fody's 3, ReMax 2
Fody's played well in both ends in this one. 
They had some chances, but also didn't 
have the pressure they usually have. They 
played strong at the end to earn the win. 
ReMax matched Fody's most of the night. 
They had trouble getting their rushes go-
ing, but also held off Fody's offence for 
most of the game.
Shane Balcomb had two points for Fody's. 
Brady Sutherland and Robb Shedden had 

goals for ReMax.

Distinct 5, Agrospray 1
Distinct has been rolling as of late. They 
are adapting lines to get the most out of 
the team and it's showing how dangerous 
they are. Agrospray didn't have a lot going 
and when they did, they ran into a solid 
netminder. The hard work is there, they 
just need a bounce.
Quinn VanBoekel had a hat trick for Dis-
tinct. Brandon Lawler had the goal for 
Agrospray.

Precision 2, Royal LePage 1 
Precision played a tough game and kept 
going until the end. They didn't give up 
much defensively and had some solid 
chances in the Royal LePage zone. Roy-
al LePage had trouble sustaining pressure 
offensively and were just missing shots in 
close. No rebounds or bounces made the 
chances hard to come by.
Jason Koteles and Justin French had goals 
for Precision. Chris Koteles had the goal 
for Royal LePage.

RND 4, Carquest 2
RND bounced back offensively and were 
able to defeat a tough team. They had good 
rushes that led them to some great chances 
all night. Carquest had their chances, but 
couldn't cash in. They had trouble in front 
and couldn't get those rebounds tonight.
Caleb Waycott had two goals for RND. 
Adam Matthews and Ryan Crandall had 
goals for Carquest.

Airmount 2, Glass 0
Airmount dethroned the undefeated Glass 
team. They played a very solid game and 
defensively didn't give up much in their 
own zone. A solid team effort. Glass lost 
their 19-game undefeated streak. It wasn't 
for a lack of trying, but they couldn't get 
things to go their way, even with a late 
5-on-3. Congrats on the streak boys.
JJ Harden had two goals for Airmount.

Source 8, B-Line 3
Source was able to get their scoring spread 
out and had every line going. They had a 
ton of shots and a few posts in this rout. 
B-Line just couldn't stop the Source pres-
sure for very long. They had a few chances 
themselves, but couldn't get any momen-
tum.
Mike Hedberg had four points for Source. 
Chris Wilson had 2 points for B-Line.

Jan. 15
Glass 2, Precision 1
Glass got back in the win column with 
a hard-fought victory. They had some 
chances, but ran into a hot glove in the 
Precision net. Precision looked to get the 
tie late, but couldn't hold the zone. Anoth-
er fine defensive effort to keep Glass in 
check.
Jorden Roesch and Jordan Hales had goals 
for Glass. Devon MacDonald had the goal 
for Precision.

B-Line 6, Airmount 4
B-Line found some offence in this one. 
They picked it up in the second and were 
able to keep their momentum for the rest 
of the game, scoring four unanswered. 
Airmount used their speed to control the 
first half of the game. They got a bit off 
their game after a penalty in the second 
and couldn't bounce back.
Jake Steenson and Adam Gignac had 
three points each for B-Line. Zach Alton 
and Tyson Simpson had two points each 
for Airmount.

Royal LePage 1, RND 1
A tight-checking game. Royal LePage 
were able to grind away to get their goal 
and then had to focus on defense to keep 
RND at bay, which they did. RND had 
some rushes and thought they had scored 
on one at the goal line. They didn't let that 
throw them off and were able to cash in 
for the tie.
Chris Koteles had the goal for Royal LeP-
age. Kyle Underhill had the goal for RND.

JEFF GWYN

Post Contributor

Tillsonburg Post is available 
for free in print and online:
www.tillsonburgpost.com

CLUB OXFORD A DIVISION GP W L T PTS
FODY’S AUTOMOTIVE 20 10 6 4 24

DISTINCT EXTERIORS 20 10 7 3 23

REMAX REALTY 20 8 10 2 18

AGROSPRAY 20 5 10 5 15

CLUB OXFORD B DIVISION GP W L T PTS
TILLSONBURG GLASS 21 18 1 2 38

RND CONSTRUCTION 21 9 7 5 23

CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 20 8 6 6 22

ROYAL LEPAGE REALTY 21 7 9 5 19

CALIBRATED PRECISION 21 6 8 7 19

SOURCE FOR SPORTS 20 8 11 1 17

AIRMOUNT FARMS 21 6 12 3 15

B-LINE TRUCKING 21 6 14 1 13

CLUB OXFORD HOCKEY
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Two local teams competing at provincial tankard

As you read this, Tillsonburg Curling 
Club activities are back in full swing for 
the second half of the season. 

January features two major bonspiels. 
The first event was the 4th annual Dale 
Fanset Men’s Memorial Bonspiel that 
was initiated in memory of our former 
ice technician, Dale Fanset, who was well 
known and well liked on the local curling 

scene. The spiel, sponsored by Blue West 
Equipment Inc of Courtland, drew en-
tries from Ingersoll, St. Thomas, Dundas, 
London, Norwich and our local club. At 
the completion of two two-game draws, 
the Bob Armstrong rink from Ingersoll 
was the overall trophy winner. The other 
winner on the day was the Oxford Com-
munity Foundation, Dale Fanset Memo-
rial Fund which received a donation with 
proceeds going to support junior curling 
in Oxford County.

Saturday, Jan. 18 was the Viva Las Ve-
gas fun spiel with two two-game draws. 
This bonspiel has one draw composed 
of CYO four-curler teams and the oth-
er draw has a full draw of three-person 
triples teams. This format was tried last 
year and obviously people had a good 
time because this year both draws are 
full with teams on a wait-list! Knowing 
the convenors, the Vive Las Vegas theme 
will be in full swing off the ice turning 

the club into a fun, noisy gaming place 
like a casino in Vegas.

Once again this year, club members 
will have two teams to cheer for at the 
OCA Ontario Tankard which qualifies 
one team to represent Ontario at the Ca-
nadian Brier. The Tankard this year is be-
ing held in Coburg from January 19-26th. 
Both Jayden King’s and Travis Fanset’s 
teams have qualified for the event. Tra-
vis begins play on Sunday at 7 p.m. and 
Jayden’s first game is Monday night at 
7:30 p.m.. You may remember the thrill-
ing final last year that had Team King 
losing on the final rock of an extra end to 
Team Howard. We wish both teams good 
luck and good curling!!

The Italian Night fundraising take-out 
dinner is available again this year on 
Saturday, Feb. 8! This real Italian dinner 
made from the Gasparetto secret family 
recipe includes penne pasta, homemade 
sauce, meatballs, and an Italian crusty 

roll. You can also order a salad with 
homemade dressing, extra meatballs, and 
a delicious cannoli dessert and/or a bot-
tle of wine to round out your meal. Order 
forms are available at the club or to down-
load from the club website. Get a great 
meal and support the club. Ben fatto!!

Looking ahead to events on the Feb-
ruary calendar when the club hosts its 
second Scotch Doubles Spiel on Feb. 
14. Both the competitive and recreation-
al draws are almost full. A fun time so 
get your entry in. The club is offering a 
practice date for doubles play on Jan. 26. 
Sign in on the club website.  The men’s 
East Elgin Concrete and Forming Ltd 
Bonspiel takes place on Feb. 22 and has 
four entry spaces still available. Next col-
umn I hope to have some exciting news 
for our youth curlers and will let you in 
on an interesting historical curling event 
in Tillsonburg. 

Until then Curling Rocks!

NORA PETERS

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

ON
THE
BROOM

CURLERS HELP FOOD BANK
It was a double takeout for Tillsonburg curlers and a big win for Helping Hand Food Bank. 
Wade Jones, senior league convenor of the seniors curling league, presented $1,500 do-
nated by seniors in the first half of the season. Henry Puhr, right, brought 460 pounds of 
food, valued at about $1,500,   collected in the curling club’s Christmas food drive. Ac-
cepting with a smile was Samantha Hamilton, food bank coordinator. Senior curlers have 
been donors for several years, with the total reaching well over $10,000 in the past five 
years. The food bank is serving some 100 families each week, plus 58 school children in 
the Backpack Program.

(BILL PRATT PHOTO)

Thunder starting to roll 
for playoff push

The Tillsonburg Thunder have start-
ed their playoff push to repeat as OSHL 
champions.

The hill is not going to be an easy one 
but with support of the fantastic Thun-
der fans, the team is certainly going to 
be in the mix.

The run heated up on Saturday, Jan. 
11 in Alvinston.  The Bees were look-
ing for payback for the only loss they 
suffered this year, that being from the 
Thunder.  There was a huge crowd in 
Alvinston as they came with their top 
lineup.  They went home disappointed 
as the Thunder exploded for a 10-1 vic-
tory.  Mitch Fitzmorris scored a hat trick 
with two additional helpers for a five 
-point night.  Andrew Harris added two 
goals and three assists for another five 
points.  One of Harris' goals have gone 
viral on the net.  Check out the Thun-
der Facebook page to see it.  The Thun-
der also welcomed back Colton Wiacek 
from playing pro hockey in the US and 
newcomers Cory Mallet and Nicolas 
D'Agostino to the lineup.

January 18 saw the first regular season 
game for the Richmond Hill Coyotes 
visiting the Thunder.  It was certainly 

a spirited affair with a couple of players 
getting into scraps.  The Thunder took 
an early lead but the Coyotes tied it up 
in the third.  Veteran Thunder players 
then shut the Coyotes down and scored 
three more for a 7-4 victory.  Player of 
the game was Nicolas D'Agostino with 
his first OSHL goal and an assist.  The 
Thunder may have taken them lightly, 
but we will not make that mistake again.  
The Coyotes are a new team but they 
will be a team to contend with in the 
future.

The two wins puts the Thunder in 
fourth, two points out of third with a 
game in hand over the Petrolia Squires, 
and five points out of second behind 
the  Elora Rocks.  There are only four 
games left.  This Saturday, Jan. 25 at 
home at 7:30 versus the Delhi Flames.  
The Flames are battling to keep the 
last playoff spot with Strathroy.  The 
Thunder travel to Delhi on February 1 
@ 7:30 p.m..  Both games look to be in-
tense.  The Thunder finish the regular 
season versus their nemesis, the Strat-
ford Fighting Irish, at home on Feb. 8 
at 7:30 and in Stratford on February 15 
@ 7 p.m. 

Come support the Thunder as they 
continue their push to repeat as Cham-
pions!!

MICHAEL HOLLY

Post Contributor

MEMORIES AND MILESTONES: 
Share them with your local community.

Let us help you honour and celebrate
every chapter of life — from anniversaries
to obituaries, and everything in between.

Commemorate the moments that matter in the

Let us help create a meaningful announcement:

info@tillsonburgpost.com

We want to hear from
our community!

info@tillsonburgpost.com
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The Tillsonburg Ringette U12B Balazs attended the Waterloo Winter Fest Tourna-
ment taking home silver after losing  in the finals against St Catherine’s Comets 
8-6.Left to right are: (back row) Sierra B, Chloe V, Taylor M, Mackenna B, Keira D, 
(middle row) Kiara G, Emma V, Bryn F, Madison T and front goalie Cheyenne D.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
The Tillsonburg Twisters U12A team Hughes took home silver in the Burlington Blast tournament, 
losing in the finals against Ottawa West 9-3. Left to right are: (back row) Melissa H, Matt F, Burkley 
P, Kadence J, Kyla P, Ava P, Dustin D, Steph H. (front row) Ellia G, Brynn W, Morgan S, Harper F, 
Aaliyah D, Audrey H, and Mackinley H.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

RINGETTE TEAMS EXCEL IN TOURNAMENTS

Tillsonburg to attend ROMA 2025
Town of Tillsonburg representatives 

will attend the 2025 Rural Ontario 
Municipal Association (ROMA) Con-
ference from Jan. 19 to 21 in Toronto. 
Mayor Deb Gilvesy and Deputy May-
or Dave Beres will represent the Till-
sonburg at the annual event, along with 
CAO Kyle Pratt.

The 2025 conference is themed Rural 
Routes, and provides rural municipal 
leaders the opportunity to address poli-
cy issues and funding concerns, as well 
as meet directly with provincial Minis-
ters on local issues. Topics on Tillson-
burg’s agenda include concerns relat-
ed to workforce training, community 
emergency management funding and 
expanded access to health care through 
a nurse practitioner-led clinic.

“As a growing community, we’re 
facing a number of challenges directly 
related to population growth and are 
in need of provincial support to ad-
dress them,” said Mayor Deb Gilvesy. 
“ROMA provides us with an opportu-
nity to share these concerns with the 
province and advocate for our citizens.”

Tillsonburg is scheduled to meet 
with a variety of provincial represen-
tatives during the conference includ-

ing the Ministry of Labour, Immigra-
tion, Training and Skills Development; 
the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and 
Sport; and the Ministry of Health. The 
group will also meet with the Associate 
Minister of Emergency Preparedness 
and Response.

“ROMA provides an opportunity to 
learn from our peers and dialogue on 
important municipal issues,” added 
CAO Kyle Pratt. “We’re looking for-
ward to a busy couple of days and some 
very productive conversations.”

Ontario Premier Doug Ford, opposi-
tion leaders, and provincial ministers 
are scheduled to make presentations 
at the event. Keynote speakers include 
political columnist Chantal Hébert and 
Jordan Simmons, co-founder and CEO 
of Nominee, discussing democracy and 
Canada’s path forward after the 2024 
US election.

About 270 of Ontario’s 444 munici-
palities have populations of less than 
10,000, while scores more are rural in 
character. The rural arm of the Asso-
ciation of Municipalities of Ontario, 
ROMA advocates for policies and pro-
grams that will help build thriving rural 
Ontario communities.

tillsonburgpost.com
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Roulston’s Pharmacy opens in North Gate Plaza

Tillsonburg has a new pharmacy with the opening of 
Roulston’s Pharmacy on Monday.

The first business to open in North Gate Plaza, Rou-
lston’s has been a fixture in Norfolk County since 
1933. The Tillsonburg location is the company’s fifth 
store, and the first outside of Norfolk County. 

David Lopes, pharmacist manager/co-owner, is 
originally from Simcoe, but now lives in Tillsonburg.

“My wife and I moved here five years ago,” he said. 
“We thought it was a good spot to raise a family, and 
plus the fact it’s central to both of our prior homes.”

Lopes, who has been a pharmacist since 2015, was 
manager of the Roulston’s location on Donly Drive the 
past four years. He suggested in February 2022 that 
Tillsonburg would be a good location to open.

“It took a little bit of persuasion with the owners, 
and the opportunity with the plaza going up,” he re-
counted as the factors in the decision to open in Till-
sonburg.

Lopes said Roulston’s is different than many phar-
macies in it’s more clinically focused and there is a 
large focus on community outreach. Lopes will pre-
scribe for minor ailments, and there are clinical ser-
vices such as meeting with people for medication 
checks. For instance, he can have discussions with 
patients who suffer from migraines about the appro-
priate medication.

Those who are diabetics would be interested in 
knowing Lopes is a Certified Diabetes Educator. A 
certification he has to renew every five years, he can 
have conversations with patients about insulin con-
trol, diet and other issues facing diabetics. While di-
abetics is Lopes’ specialty, he said within the chain, 
other pharmacists in the Norfolk stores are specialists 
in other areas, which can be accessed through Till-
sonburg. 

Travel medicine, or preventative vaccines for those 
travelling to an area where inoculations against things 
like malaria are required, is another service.

“If someone is going to Africa, for instance, and 
can’t get in to see their doctor, they can enroll in a 
travel medicine consult,” he said. 

Once the consult is done and a prescription is given, 
Lopes can administer the necessary vaccines. Other 
vaccines and can also be given at the new store.

Roulston’s will also have home health care products, 
such as commodes, shower aids, wheelchairs and oth-
er mobility aids. These can be either rented or pur-
chased. There are also wound management products, 
first aid supplies and ostomy supplies.

Outside of pharmaceutical products, there is a gift-
ware section in Roulston’s 5,500 square-foot new 
store. The hope is to feature local products in it.

“What sets us apart is the store is divided in four - 
giftware, home health care, naturals, and of course, 
your dispensary will be a large part of it,” Lopes said.

Roulston’s already has a foot in the door in Tillson-
burg as the chain services Maple Manor Long Term 
Care Facility. 

One feature of Roulston’s Lopes would like to see 
operational is the clinical space. Having managed 
the location in Simcoe with 20-plus employees who 
would collaborate with a doctor, nurse practitioners, 
specialists and a dentist, he is open to different ideas.

“We’d be open to anybody for the betterment of the 
town,” he said. “The goal would likely be a prescrib-
er.”

He is optimistic that spot will be filled.
“I do believe in build it and they will come,” he said.
Lopes has hired locals Treacy McIntyre as his reg-

istered pharmacy technician and Kristin McDowell as 
the front store manager, as well as two other employ-
ees.

The store will be open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday to 
Friday, Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

JEFF HELSDON

Editor

NOW OPEN!
671 Broadway, Unit 12, Tillsonburg 

Easy Prescription Transfers

FREE Prescription Delivery, 7 days a week

Specialty Compounding

Prescribing for 19 Minor Ailments

Personalized Medication Packaging in 
Dispill & EasyPac

Save on ‘Seniors Day’ every Thursday

Visit our NEW full-service 
pharmacy today, and see how 

we can make a difference in 
YOUR quality of care.

519-688-7372 833-664-4632 tbpharmacy@roulstons.com

www.roulstons.com

Roulston’s Pharmacy opened its new location on Monday in the north end of Tillsonburg. Left to right are: Kristin McDow-
ell, front store manager; Treacy McIntyre, resitered pharmacy technician and David Lopes, pharmacist manager/co-owner.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
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Tillsonburg outdoors enthusiasts featured in
upcoming Angler and Hunter TV youth episode 

Three girls, a guy, guns and grouse.
These four elements may not line up in 

the plot line of most Christmas season 
movies, but thanks in large part to Till-
sonburg-area direction, they will come 
together in the Angler and Hunter TV 
(AHTV) broadcast on the Sportsman’s 
Channel the week of February 3-8th, 
2025, and on City TV February 8th.

“What could go wrong, right?” 
laughed 20-year-old Nikki Van Brenk, 
one of four young ‘stars’ featured in the 
episode, and one of two coming from 
Tillsonburg. 

The first strokes of the plot were 
scripted by Chris Madej, who took over 
as Ruffed Grouse Society of Canada’s 
(RGS) coordinator in the summer of 
2023. Seeking the post-COVID rebuild 
of an organization dedicated to revitaliz-
ing mixed forest habitat for the benefit of 
ruffed grouse, woodcock and other for-
est wildlife, Madej began working on a 
number of initiatives.

As part of an overriding awareness 
in the value of increasing RGS profile 
through publicity, Tillsonburg RGS 
committee and national board member 
Mark Forabosco of Mt. Elgin proposed 
featuring grouse hunting in conjunc-
tion with the RGS in an AHTV episode. 
Filmed largely in Ontario, the show’s 
national broadcast has led to a huge fol-
lowing says Forabosco, demographical-
ly aligned with RGS membership and 
goals.

“You have to get out there to get no-
ticed,” he explained.

Although not knowing AHTV host 
Mike Miller personally, Forabosco 
reached out as the friend of a good friend.

“Mike was all for it,” Forabosco re-
ported happily. “He was terrific - all in 
on it.”

The approach Miller envisioned was a 
youth hunt, volunteering daughter Au-
gust as a participant. Forabosco recruit-
ed Van Brenk who he knew from her em-
ployment at The Tillsonburg Gun Shop, 
and who enjoys ‘bonding time’ hunting 
with her dad Henry. Tillsonburg’s Jeff 
Helsdon, who when not editing The Till-
sonburg Post is an award-winning out-
door writer featured in multiple publi-
cations including Ontario Out of Doors, 
founded the local RGS chapter 35 years 
ago and is also a member of the nation-
al RGS board of directors. He proposed 
his daughter Abigail, who has grown up 
sharing Helsdon’s love for outdoor pur-
suits. Madej suggested the son of a new 
RGS chapter member from Barrie, Joe 
Witlib, as the fourth youth subject.

The ‘cast’ was rounded with Forabo-
sco’s friend Brayden Boucher, a South-
ern Ontario waterfowl guide who hails 
originally from the Kapuskasing area, 
and has shared hunting experiences with 
Forabosco there.

Shooting a grouse-hunting episode is 
tricky says Forabosco, their potentially 

explosive f lush providing scant filming 
opportunity compared to, for example, 
a static deer or bear stand, or the often 
graduated progress of a wild turkey to-
ward decoys. The challenge was exac-
erbated by the fact they had a one-day 
shooting schedule in late September, 
2024 featuring four comparatively inex-
perienced participants.

“The guys were pretty nervous,” re-
called Van Brenk with a laugh. “Taking 
a bunch of random girls up, they didn’t 
know if we could shoot.”

In fact, Van Brenk would open fire, 
harvesting the day’s first bird and enjoy-
ing a classic retrieve from Forabosco’s 
Black Lab Emma.

“It kind of broke the ice for the rest of 
the day, that’s for sure,” Van Brenk said. 
“Everyone seemed to walk a little lighter 
after that.”

‘Abby’ Helsdon, a 22-year-old student, 
says her father always encouraged, but 
did not force her to share his passion for 
the outdoors.

“But I fell in love with it,” said Abby, 
who got her apprentice licence as soon as 
she was 12. She is an enthusiastic angler 
and waterfowl, pheasant, turkey, deer 
and bear hunter.

Abby watched hunting shows with Jeff 
when she was a little girl, fantasizing at 
the time about being in one herself, but 
never imagined the chance would arise.  
She was interested to see the behind-the-
scenes process for filming for the epi-
sode, expecting it to be quite structured 
and strict.

“But it was very much a casual, fun 
time,” Abby said, heading into the day 
far more nervous about being on TV 
than anything else. “Been hunting for-
ever,” she explained with a laugh, “TV, 
that’s a little stressful.”

Like Van Brenk, Abby was relieved 
to get her first bird, and harvested sev-
eral more. She also thoroughly enjoyed 

the experience, both her father’s sup-
portive role (although he was not part of 
filming) and meeting other young peo-
ple with similar interests. She does run 
across other youthful hunters, although 
not many females.

“And especially not as enthusiastic as 
I am about it.”

Her biggest concern is how she’ll look 
and sound on camera, reserving the right 
to call a halt, if necessary.

“I’ll be like, that’s enough,” she 
laughed.

Van Brenk summed the experience up 
as ‘exciting, a thrill,’ and ‘a rush’ when 
she harvested her bird.

“Plus, they’re really good eating as 
well.”

If she has any nervousness about the 
experience, it involves her on-camera 
exit interview, hoping it’s not a ‘big slew 
of words.’

“They got the raw version, that’s for 
sure,” Van Brenk laughed. “We’ll see 

how it goes.” 
Forabosco for one was not surprised 

the girls more than held their own on the 
day, backing up his long-held contention 
they may have less ego than male coun-
terparts and tend to listen a little better.

“They’re pretty good shots.”
In summation, camaraderie was 

shared, birds were harvested and the 
makings of a great AHTV episode end-
ed up ‘in the can’, cast and crew feasting 
on goose, venison and hamburgers as the 
sun dropped toward the horizon.

“It was that entire outdoor experience,” 
said Forabosco. “Just a wonderful day.”

“It was a great trip,” added Miller. 
“Northern Ontario has lots of grouse 
hunting opportunities and is the perfect 
way to spend some time walking the 
woods, and even better if you are new to 
hunting and looking to gain experience.” 

Beyond outdoors-related enjoyment, 
RGS members hope the episode also 
generates broader understanding of their 
organization. Its chapter work in the Till-
sonburg area has included plantings in 
support of ruffed grouse and woodcock 
populations, invasive species control and 
an educational display at Backus Educa-
tion Centre. Numerous when Forabosco 
was himself a youth, numbers have de-
clined due in part to egg predation from 
avian predators, raccoons and opossum 
along with habitat loss or evolution to-
ward mature stands of trees. Grouse 
and many other species greatly prefer 
a mixed stand, with younger growth. 
Money raised through RGS initiatives 
goes back into environmentally-positive 
activity says Forabosco, part of the re-
sponsibility inherent to those enjoying 
its attributes.

“You have to give back to nature.”
The work of the local RGS chapter is 

ongoing, its 33rd annual fund-raising 
banquet scheduled for Saturday, May 
24 at the Courtland Community Centre. 
Those seeking more information on the 
organization or tickets for the event are 
invited to contact Helsdon at 519-983-
3947 or email jeffhelsdon@gmail.com.

JEFF TRIBE

Post Correspondant

The young hunters and their guide make a plan before heading into the woods for filming 
for Angler and Hunter TV. Left to right are: Joe Witlib, Nikki Van Brenk, Abby Helsdon, Derek 
Witlib, AHTV host Mike Miller and cameraman Brent Richardson.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

The young hunters and cameraman Brent Richardson walk down a trail in search of grouse. Left to right 
are: Joe Witlib, Ruffed Grouse Society of Canada Canadian coordinator Chris Madej and Nikki Van Brenk. 

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)
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Tell your friends and start your car!

We have gone head over heels

into liquidation!

You need deals? We have the deals!

Our hours are Mon to Sat 10-5

Something for everyone.

If we don't have it, you don't need it.

Stretch your dollar!

Simply Secondhand at
25 Spruce St., Unit 10, 

Tillsonburg
(We face Hwy 3 near

the roundabout)

15,000 sq ft chock full of
gently used vintage

to now treasures and
New Liquidation Overstock

25 Spruce St., Units 10,
Tillsonburg

• Live Entertainment
• Karaoke
• NTN Trivia
• Fundraisers
• Birthdays
• Anniversaries
• Meetings • & More

Fresh made 
foods, in house 
smoked meats 
and lot of love, 
just like Mom 
used to make.

Celebrating 29 years of locally 
family owned business.

79 Broadway St, Tillsonburg
519-842-6227

GAME ON!
STOCK UP FOR
FEBRUARY 9!

POPCORN CHICKEN
$12.99/700G

BREADED DILL
PICKLE SPEARS
$21.50/1.8KG

TAILGATE CHICKEN
WINGS 

$29.99/5LBS

ONION RINGS, FRENCH
FRIES, BATTERED SHRIMP,

DESSERTS & MORE IN
STORE!

GET YOUR BIG GAME EATS!

2 VANCE DRIVE       TILLSONBURG, ON
HERE FOR YOU 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Graduation packages
starting from $89

519-983-3947
info@helsdonphotography.com

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

101 Broadway, Tillsonburg
Tue to Sun: 8 am to 2 pm, Mon: Closed

Your Korner for Coffee & Comfort.
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As I consistently confess to groups who 
invite me as a guest speaker: in my career 
as a travel writer, I am a very lucky guy, 
and I don’t deserve amazing experiences I 
get on a regular basis. It’s a great gig.

And sometimes, it’s even better than 
“great”. There are very few destinations I 
don’t enjoy, but occasionally, I find myself 
somewhere that is darned near perfection.

That happened on my first and only visit 
to the small, eastern-Caribbean island of 
Dominica. I fell in love with the place, with 
everything about it.

I wrote several pieces about Dominica, 
two of them for Grant Haven papers. An-
other article, published in the Toronto Star, 
featured the amazing Coulibri Ridge resort 
founded by Canadians Daniel Langlois 
and Dominique Marchand. Then, tragedy 
struck. About a year after those articles 
were published, Daniel and Dominique 
were brutally murdered, apparently by an 
American neighbour, the grisly result of a 
land dispute.

I was deeply saddened. I had spent time 
with both Daniel and Dominique, and had 
come to like them, immediately. Oddly, 
the photo of the couple used in all of the 
media coverage of their deaths was strik-
ingly similar to one I had set up and taken 
– a staff member must had stood beside me 
and captured the same image.

Why do I tell you all this? As I said, I 
fell in love with Dominica. And I guessed 
that this very bad news would tarnish the 
island’s reputation and discourage others 

who might have visited this small piece of 
paradise.

So, imagine how thrilled I was when I 
read an article on the BBC website, declar-
ing Dominica as their number one recom-
mended “Best Place to Travel in 2025.”

Journalist Pier Nirand wrote, in part, 
“Visitors can explore hidden gorges, tow-
ering waterfalls and feast on local cuisine 
at unique eateries… Dominica isn't just a 
destination – it’s a movement to support a 
burgeoning model of eco-tourism that bal-
ances biodiversity conservation with eco-
nomic growth, ensuring that your adven-
ture helps protect this natural paradise for 
generations to come.”

That’s high praise. And I would echo ev-
ery word.

In a world of travel where the word “un-
spoiled” is vastly over-used, Dominica is 
just that. This volcanic island, located just 
north of Barbados, is in the chain of islands 
that includes Guadeloupe and Martinique. 
The land rises sharply from the coast to 
misty mountain heights. Unlike stereotypi-
cal Caribbean islands, all gated resorts and 
beach bars, Dominica has accurately been 
dubbed “the Nature Island.” Visitors en-
joy hiking, leisurely river cruises, diving, 
unique cuisine, and constant, friendly in-
teraction with local residents. 

And speaking of friendly interaction, the 
BBC report informs us that there is some-
thing brand new here: Dominica’s waters 
are the location of the world’s first sperm 
whale reserve. This protected marine area 
is a safe space for the giant, marine mam-
mals… and also offers “limited permits” 
for visitors interested in actually sharing 
the water with the whales.

In my brief time on Dominica, I found 
that there was always something wonder-
ful around almost every corner. One of my 
favourite activities didn’t initially seem all 
that impressive. I was informed we were 
taking a river cruise, and having enjoyed 
luxury voyages thus described on the riv-
ers of Europe, I was somewhat discouraged 
when I first spotted a shabby rowboat with 
plank seats, and a guide with oars. Hm-

mph.
Turns out, I could not have been more 

wrong. That leisurely afternoon on the In-
dian River was amazing. The slow pace al-
lowed us to savour the scene: tropical trees, 
flowering plants, birds, and animals. And 
by the way – Dominica has no poisonous 
animals or insects, a huge plus for any trop-
ical destination. The cruise included a stop 
at a rustic bar, where we sipped rum con-
coctions and watched hummingbirds flit 
among the bright, red ginger lily flowers.

A drive high into the mountainous area 
brought us to the site of hot springs ¬– 
common on the island, because there are 
still nine active volcanos here, none spew-
ing lava but the source of hot water than 
local entrepreneurs have used to create re-
laxing hot spring spas.

The twin Trafalger Falls are a very popu-
lar stop in the heights of the island – view-
ing stations provide the opportunity to take 

in the sheer beauty of the place. 
I stayed at two eco-friendly resorts 

during my time on Dominica – Coulibri 
Ridge, which I am happy to say continues 
to operate, despite the loss of its visionary 
founders, and Jungle Bay, founded by Do-
minican entrepreneur Sam Raphael, and 
guided day to day by general manager, Ca-
nadian Laura Ell. As a big fan of gardens, 
I could have spent weeks there without 
leaving the property, home to more than 75 
species of fruit and nut trees, as well as in-
numerable shrubs, and flowers.

Dominica was named “The Nature Is-
land,”,not first because you can encoun-
ter nature here, but because here, nature 
comes first!

Paul Knowles is an author and travel 
writer, and President of the Travel Media 
Association of Canada. To contact Paul 
about travel, his books, or speaking en-
gagements, email pknowles@golden.net. 

PAUL KNOWLES

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

OH,
THE 
PLACES 
WE’LL 
GO!

A little-known island paradise rated number one

Trafalger Falls, high in the mountains.
(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTOS)

Laura Ells of Jungle Bay. Tropical beauty along Dominica's Indian River.
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Heading to the U.K. this 
year? Read this first

There’s an important 
new step to complete be-
fore packing your suit-
case and heading over-
seas to the U.K.

As of Jan. 8 to be exact, 
Canadians are among 
those who will be re-
quired to apply for and 
get approval for the new 
Electronic Travel Autho-
rization (ETA) before en-
tering the United King-
dom.

This new requirement 
applies not just to those 
who are visiting the U.K., 

but also to those who are 
connecting through a 
U.K. airport. 

The intended benefits 
of the program are to 
strengthen border secu-
rity and to use modern 
technology to expedite 
the arrival process of 
those entering the U.K. 
The cost of applying for 
the ETA is £10 per per-
son, but the ETA is valid 
for a period of two years 
(or until your passport 
expires, whichever is 
sooner) and is good for 
unlimited trips to the 
U.K. during that time.

There are two ways to 
the apply for the new U.K. 
ETA, but it is strongly 
recommended to apply 
through the UK ETA 
app rather than through 
the government web-
site. In fact, if you visit 
the government website 
at www.gov.uk/guid-
ance/apply-for-an-elec-
tronic-travel-authorisa-
tion-eta, they will also 
push you towards the 

app, which is available 
through your app store on 
Google or Android.

Using the app is pre-
ferred because the cam-
era function on your 
phone is helpful to take 
photos of your passport 
and of your face during 
the application process. 
The estimated time re-
quired to complete the 
application is 10 minutes, 
and most approval deci-
sions are rendered within 
three business days but 
could be as fast as just a 
few minutes. 

Whether you’re head-
ing to England, Scotland, 
Wales, or Northern Ire-
land, it is a great time 
to visit the United King-
dom. Just make sure that 
you avoid problems at the 
border by applying for 
the new Electronic Travel 
Authorization (ETA) in 
advance of your travels.

Stewart Grant is owner 
of Stonetown Travel Ltd., 
with offices in St. Marys 
and New Hamburg.

STEWART GRANT

Publisher

tillsonburgpost.com

MUSEUM
CORNER
Have you ever wondered where Till-

sonburg got its street, views and place 
names? 

When Tillsonburg was incorporated 
in 1872, the streets of Tillsonburg were 
names with “good and sufficient rea-
son.” (Ellen Eff, 1963). 

Ellen Eff continues in her document 
“How Streets Got There Names.” (1963)

“First, three sets of the older streets, 
Venison, Bear and Wolf have animal 
names, given by George Tillson due to 
his fondness of hunting.” First principle 
street, Bloomer St, got it name from the 
bloomer forge George Tillson operated 

there. First main street, Van St., no doubt 
was named in honour of the man asso-
ciated with the founding of Tillsonburg, 
Benjamin Van Norman.  Potter’s Road 
got its name in conjunction with the pot-
tery works said to be in operation there. 
Tillson Ave, likely names in honor of the 
Tillson Family.”

While some streets were named in 
1872, others have been added as the com-
munity grew. Let’s explore the origins of 
other street names in Tillsonburg. Thank 
you to Laurel Beechey and Kathleen 
Watkin for delving into the archives to 
discover these street name origins. 

Place Name Origins

Brock St. was named for Sir Isaac Brock the hero of 
the War of 1812. Despite facing desertions and near-muti-
nies, he commanded his regiment in Upper Canada (part of 
present-day Ontario) successfully for many years. He was 
promoted to major general, and became responsible for de-
fending Upper Canada against the United States. While 
many in Canada and Britain believed war could be averted, 
Brock began to ready the army and militia for what was to 
come. When the War of 1812 broke out, the populace was 
prepared, and quick victories at Fort Mackinac and De-
troit defeated American invasion efforts. Brock's actions, 
particularly his success at Detroit, earned him accolades 
including a knighthood in the Order of the Bath and the 
sobriquet "The Hero of Upper Canada". His name is often 
linked with that of the Native American leader Tecumseh, 
although the two men collaborated in person only for a few 
days.  Brock died at the Battle of Queenston Heights, which 
the British won.

226.261.1837heather@granthaven.com

Residents in our communities 
trust our newspapers to provide 
local news and information, let 
me help you connect to our 
readers with your local business. 

Woodstock Ingersoll Echo

St. Marys Independent The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette Goderich Sun
STRATFORDTIMES

POSTTillsonburgPOSTTillsonburg
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Early ice on Long Point’s Inner Bay a welcome sight 
for hard-water anglers as perch fishing picks up

It was a slow morning perch bite off 
Long Point’s Old Cut on Jan. 13.

Although fortunately, not in every hut.
“Dead sticking,” Dan Yeoman ex-

plained, showing off a brightly-coloured 
jumbo. “Didn’t actually know he was 
there at first.”

A fan of ice fishing who also spends 
a winter week on Lake Nipissing’s hard 
water near North Bay, Yeoman was 
sharing space with Jason Triemstra. The 
Woodstock-area residents have their own 
hut and do use it, but given high winds, 
driving snow and a daunting wind chill, 
they made a game time decision to book 
in with James Carroll of Jimmy Riggin’.

“We could have and we would have,” 
said Triemstra, “but this is better.”

With strong winds both moving and 
clouding Lake Erie’s waters, Yeoman 
was keeping a close eye on his electron-
ics (fish finder). They were using a clas-
sic perch ice-fishing tactic, ‘f lashing’ 
with one of two legal rods (jigging a 
brightly-coloured spoon to attract curi-
ous perch) and ‘dead-sticking’ (a station-
ary minnow on a plain hook under a split 
shot or small jig) on the other.

“They’re not hungry today, so you 
have to kind of convince them,” Triems-
tra explained.

Experienced anglers who understand 
it’s called ‘fishing’ and not ‘catching’ 

for a reason, the pair continued to work 
the water, Triemstra catching and releas-
ing a smaller fish. In between the action, 
there was a chance to enjoy hanging out, 
relaxing and hoping the perch ‘turned 
on’ before Yeoman had to leave in order 
to meet kids getting home from school.

They hoped to hit Long Point at least 
once more this season, taking advantage 
of ice which isn’t always a given.

“It’s an hour from home,” explained 
Yeoman, who while hoping to catch a 
predatory pike, also values the benefits 
of a perch fry. “Salt and pepper and but-
ter, maybe a little lemon on the side,” he 
said. “They’re fantastic that way.”

Long Point Inner Bay’s frozen surface 
is a welcome sight not only for anglers 
but also for the four ice fishing service 
operations in the area, stuck on the shore 
in 2024.

“And the year before,” Carroll added. 
“The huts haven’t moved for two years.”

He (519-586-7990) began transporting 
huts on Jan. 12, looking to build num-
bers throughout the week. Over in St. 
Williams, Woodward’s Ice Fishing Ltd. 
(519-586-7510) had huts on the ice on 
Jan. 14; Bayside Ice Fishing (519-586-
2666) was scheduled to begin Jan. 15, 
with Collins Harbour Bait and Tackle 
(519-586-2212) also gearing up for its 
‘park and shuttle’ option.

The frozen lake hosts many individu-
al anglers as well, some with their own 
huts or pop-ups, hardier others going 
old-school on an upside-down five-gal-
lon pail doubling as a carrier for the 
day’s catch.

All options are viable and can be enjoy-
able, although on this day, with a hefty 
wind howling outside, the advantages of 
a heated, insulated hut were underlined 
by the staccato of snow peppering its ex-
terior. 

However one approaches the sport, 
no one should venture onto any frozen 

lake without proper knowledge and un-
derstanding of changeable ice conditions 
let alone a kilometre or two onto Long 
Point Bay across pressure cracks. Wind 
sweeping across the ice there can cause 
whiteouts, even on sunny days. Carroll, 
who carries a compass on his snowmo-
bile because GPS systems can lose sig-
nal in a blizzard, was operating on seven 
inches of ice on Jan. 13.

“But I know there’s not seven inches in 
other spots.”

People come to Long Point for perch 
says Carroll.

“Perch and pike, but mostly perch. 
Lots of them and easy to catch… most 
days at least,” he laughed.

The odd rainbow shows up, and this 
year, Carroll also saw the first two brown 
trout he has seen caught on the ice. 

Perch are ‘great eating’ says Carroll, 
who cooks walleye or pickerel in a garlic 
pasta sauce, however, takes a more tra-
ditional batter and deep fry approach for 
perch, with a side order of fries.

“The healthy way,” he laughed.
Clients come from all over says Car-

roll, with many urbanites enjoying the 
chance to get out and enjoy a popular 
Canadian winter activity.

“A lot of families,” he added, “on the 
weekend, it’s a lot of families.”

That Friday, the perch had been ag-
gressive said Carroll, tailing off into a 
finicky Sunday. They were still biting, 
however only on half minnows, the ma-
jority of those on stationary lines.

“If you moved it, they wouldn’t touch 
it.”

He subscribes to the ‘f lasher/dead-
stick’ theory under most conditions, a 
spoon for the former.

“When it’s tough, a minnow just on a 
hook, that’s it. Nothing fancy, because if 
you put all that fancy stuff down, they 
won’t bite.”

The fishing would pick up later that 
day, the morning slow, although not with-
out fish on the ice. High winds, changing 
water and critically says Carroll, a tran-
sition from low pressure to high pressure 
were not the anglers’ friends.

“I don’t know what it (a pressure 
change) does to them, but they do not 
like it.”

The change Carroll and others were 
happiest about however was the transi-
tion from Long Point’s open blue waters 
to the greys, blacks and whites of winter, 
brutally beautiful in the eyes of ice fish-
ers hoping for a lengthy 2025 season.

“I’d like to go right through until 
March 15,” Carroll concluded with a 
smile.

Tillsonburg Post contributor Jeff Tribe jigs for perch on Long Point’s Inner Bay.
(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

Dan Yeoman shows off a classic Lake Erie ‘jumbo’ perch. (JEFF TRIBE PHOTO)

JEFF TRIBE

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

LOST
TRIBE
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MUSIC CORNER

20 John Pound Road 
Tillsonburg

Live Music • Comedy • Pub

• Live Entertainment • Karaoke • NTN Trivia
• Fundraisers • Birthdays • Anniversaries

• Meetings • & More

Fresh made foods, in house smoked meats and 
lot of love, just like Mom used to make.

79 Broadway St, Tillsonburg
519-842-6227

BEN ANDRESS

Tillsonburg Post Columnist

The body is a very com-
plicated structure and 
when something goes 
wrong it can be daunting. 
It is even more intimidat-
ing while realizing the 
current state of Ontario’s 
health care funding. Till-
sonburg District Memo-
rial Hospital Foundation 
has helped ease that stress 

since 1984 by encourag-
ing generous contribu-
tions from members of the 
community to assist with 
new equipment, facility 
upgrades and to support 
special projects of the Till-
sonburg District Memorial 
Hospital through fundrais-
ing efforts and activities.  

The Copper Mug’s 
co-owner Kim Sage has 
been a strong community 
builder over the years. 

“Owning a small-town 
family run community 
pub has put us in a position 
to be able to reach out to 
our community in differ-
ent ways.” Reflecting on 
her hometown of Tillson-
burg Sage notes “As the 
old saying goes ‘It takes 
a village’ and boy what a 
village we have.” 

In September 2024, Min-
istry of Health spokesper-
son Hannah Jensen wrote 

in an e-mail that “Under 
the leadership of Premier 
Ford, our government has 
made record investments 
in our health-care system, 
investing over $85 billion 
this year alone, a 31 per 
cent increase from 2018.” 

However, hospitals are 
still struggling with staff-
ing cuts and deficits due 
to the increased costs of 
labour and supplies.

“Without getting polit-
ical, things aren't as easy 
today as they once were. 
The hospital and fire de-
partment can always use 
a helping hand. We would 
like to do our part.” Kim 
explains how The Cop-
per Mug doesn’t charge a 
rental fee to charities and 
assists with covering the 
logistics including liquor 
licence, insurance, find-
ing volunteers, booking 
entertainment, printing 

tickets and advertising. 
“These fundraisers allow 
the charity organization 
to be able to literally enter 
the building and reap the 
rewards. 100% of the tick-
et proceeds go directly to 
the charity. We take care 
of the rest.”

Local musician Chase 
Beres is no stranger to the 
local music scene and was 
the first artist Kim Sage 
thought of when booking 
the TDMH Foundation’s 
Winter Warmer Fundrais-
er. 

When asked about waiv-
ing his performance fee 
for charity events Chase 
answered modestly, “I 
think that it is important 
to be a part of fundrais-
ing events and help raise 
money for a good cause. 
Being in a small town 
like Tillsonburg everyone 
has been great with sup-

porting me and my music 
journey. Supporting the 
community by performing 
is the least I could do.” 

Beres’ musical influenc-
es, Zach Bryan and Cam-
eron Whitcomb, have in-
spired him to write songs 
so catchy that he is picking 
up new fans at every con-
cert he performs. At last 
year’s Forge Fest, Chase 
waived his performance 
fee to help raise funds 
for the Canadian Mental 
Health Association of Ox-
ford.

“I’ve started a TikTok 
campaign where I post 
every day until Boots and 
Hearts Music Festival no-
tices me and let’s me play 
one or two songs on a side 
stage. That’s my main goal 
for 2025,” Chase grins as 
he explained his love for 
music and his community. 
“That being said, I would 

not be where I am today 
without my family and 
places like The Copper 
Mug and other small-town 
businesses that have been 
so supportive in my music 
career.”

Come enjoy the TDMH 
Foundation’s Winter 
Warmer Fundraiser on 
Friday, Jan. 31 at The Cop-
per Mug, located at 79 
Broadway Street with live 
performances from Chase 
Beres, Tim Davis and Hard 
Chords. The event starts at 
9 p.m.. Reserving a table 
in advance is suggested by 
calling the Copper Mug at 
519-842-6227. Tickets for 
this all ages events are $40 
with all sales donated to 
the TDMH Foundation.

Anyone wanting more 
details can visit www.till-
sonburghospital.on.ca or 
The Copper Mug’s Face-
book page. 

JAN. 23 - OPEN MIC 
WITH BILLY GIBBONS
Paddy's Underground; 
20 John Pound Rd, 
Tillsonburg
Free - 7:30 p.m. - all ages/licensed

JAN. 24 - JAY ROCK
The Copper Mug; 79 
Broadway, Tillsonburg
Free - 8:30 p.m.

JAN. 25 - IAN BW, THE 
MCBAINS & MOORE 
AVE
Paddy's Underground; 
20 John Pound Rd, 
Tillsonburg
$10 – 8 p.m. - all ages/licensed

JAN. 25 - BLURR 
RODEO
The Copper Mug; 79 
Broadway, Tillsonburg
Free - 8:30 p.m.

JAN. 26 - ROB 
CROMWELL
The Copper Mug; 79 
Broadway, Tillsonburg
Free - 5p.m.

JAN. 30 - OPEN MIC 
WITH BILLY GIBBONS
Paddy's Underground; 
20 John Pound Rd, 
Tillsonburg
Free - 7:30 p.m. - all ages/licensed

JAN. 31 - TDMH 
FOUNDATION’S 
WINTER WARMER 
FUNDRAISER 
w/ CHASE BERES, 
TIM DAVIS & HARD 
CHORDS
The Copper Mug; 79 
Broadway, Tillsonburg
$40 – 9 p.m.

FEB. 1 - COTY 
ROBINSON
The Copper Mug; 79 
Broadway, Tillsonburg
Free - 8:30 p.m.

FEB. 2 - NORTH OF 60 
The Copper Mug; 79 
Broadway, Tillsonburg
Free – 5 p.m.

FEB. 7 - RUN OF 
THE MILL! IMPROV 
COMEDY w/ FM96'S 
JIM KELLY
Paddy's Underground; 
20 John Pound Rd, 
Tillsonburg
$20 – 8 p.m. - all ages/licensed

UPCOMING SHOWS

The Copper Mug hosts TDMH Foundation's
Winter Warmer Fundraiser on Jan. 31

Missed an issue?
View all past issues online anytime:

www.tillsonburgpost.com
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Your presence is greatly missed,
your memory will forever be treasured

Love your wife and family

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
PAUL SINDEN

(MAY 22, 1939 - JANUARY 18, 2024)

CLASSIFIEDS

Passed away peacefully, on 
Friday, January 17th, 2025, at the 
Tillsonburg District Memorial 
Hospital, Mary Ann Stephanie 
(nee De Leemans) Van Louwe, 
at age 84, a lifelong resident of  
the Langton area. Mary Ann 
dedicated her life to nurturing 
not only her children, but also 
the community she cherished. 
She was an active member 
of  the Langton Skating Club 
and dedicated 50 years to the 
Catholic Women’s League. 
Alongside her late husband, she 

worked hard to run their tobacco farm, where she cultivated 
more than crops - she cultivated memories, lessons and 
traditions that will live on through the generations. Mary 
Ann’s greatest joy was her family. She was predeceased in 
death by her beloved husband, Albert Van Louwe (2017). 
She is survived by her children, Alan Van Louwe (Ginny) 
and Michelle (nee Van Louwe) Burger (Steve Csire). She 
leaves behind four grandchildren: Zachary Van Louwe 
(Emily Leger), Alyssa Van Louwe and Brooke (nee 
Burger) (Zachariah) Alton and Haley Burger. Her legacy 
continues through her great-grandchild, Toby Alton, who 
brought her immense joy in her last year. Dear sister of  
the late Ronnie De Leemans (Zarina), sister-in-law of  
Annie Van Louwe (Frank 2012) and Irene Andries (Marc 
2011). Also remembered by several nieces, nephews, 
cousins and dear friend Sharon Hurley. Predeceased by 
her parents: Victor De Leemans and Elizabeth Vervaet. 
Extended thank you and appreciation for the exceptional 
care and compassion of  the PSWs and nurses at 
Tillsonburg Retirement Residence as well as her family 
physician Dr. J. Andrews. Also, thanks to the doctors and 
nurses at the ICU unit.
Friends, neighbours, and relatives are invited to attend 
public visitation on Wednesday, January 22, 2025, 
between 5:30 and 8:00 p.m. in the Maurice J. Verhoeve 
Funeral Homes Chapel, 40 Queen St., Langton. Catholic 
Women’s League Prayers will be held on Wednesday 
evening at 5:00 p.m. in the Chapel. Funeral Mass of  
Christian Burial will be celebrated on Thursday, January 
23rd, 2025 at 10:30 a.m. in Sacred Heart R.C. Church, 24 
Albert Street, Langton, by Rev. Fr. Seejo John. Interment 
follows in Sacred Heart R.C. Cemetery, Langton.
Everyone who knew Mary Ann is invited to express 
personal condolences, share favourite memories and 
photos, send flowers via Mary Ann’s tribute page at 
www.verhoevefuneralhomes.com or contribute memorial 
donations to the Langton Skating Club (donations payable 
by cheque or e-transfer to: langton.payment@gmail.
com) or by contacting the Maurice J. Verhoeve Funeral 
Homes- Burial and Cremation Services Inc., Langton 
(519) 842-4238, entrusted with all funeral arrangements, 
with confidence.

VAN LOUWE, MARY ANN
(MARCH 1,1940 – JANUARY 17, 2025)

OBITUARYBIRTHDAY OBITUARY

Your local, full-service
heating, ventilation, and

air conditioning technicians
Servicing residential communities and

industrial businesses in the Tillsonburg,
Delhi, Aylmer, Ingersoll, and 

surrounding areas.

Established 1961 • Locally Owned

oldridge@execulink.com
www.oldridgeheatingcooling.ca

519-688-2947

definite styles
hair salon

39 brock street w,
tillsonburg

(519) 842-6336
definite
styles

Accounting  •  Bookkeeping
Corporate business tax  •
Personal income tax

David Simmonds MBA CPA CGA 
Chartered Professional Accountant
19 Ridout Street East, Tillsonburg ON N4G 2C6

519-842-4279    info@simmondscpa.ca

tillsonburgpost.com
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Basic (2)

Sudoku by PeterS 2024

         

 3 4    1 7  

 5 1 4  2 8 6  

  5 7 2 4 6   

   9 8 3    

  3 5 1 6 4   

 6 8 3  7 5 1  

 4 2    7 8  

         

Solutions on page 31

SUDOKU

WORD SEARCH
Nominate your pet to be Pet of the Week by emailing infoNominate your pet to be Pet of the Week by emailing info@@tillsonburgpost.comtillsonburgpost.com

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK
EACH PET OF THE WEEK WILL RECEIVE A FREE GOODIE BAG FROM RUFFIN'S TILLSONBURG!EACH PET OF THE WEEK WILL RECEIVE A FREE GOODIE BAG FROM RUFFIN'S TILLSONBURG!

SPONSORED BY:

www.RuffinsTillsonburg.com
589 Broadway, Tillsonburg

Monday-Tuesday: 9am-7pm
Wednesday-Friday: 9am-8pm

Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 10am-5pm

Visit Us Online!

NEAT AND TIDY

CLOSETS

CLUTTER

CONTAINERS

DONATION

FILING

GARAGE

LABELS

MAINTENANCE

ORGANIZING

PACKRAT

PURGING

REPURPOSE

SORTING

TIDYING

tdy
Words can be found in any direction (including diagonals) and can overlap each other. Use the word bank
below.

Q Y W B Q X H E R Q B G C X N I N K E V

I E M S C S B G M G M C T J H G L A W C

T F P D H T J Y U S H Y D P J F V W K J

L G E G J E F U M O V M S O A U I Y K C

F A T T L S J Q C R V M T W G Q S Z C S

Y G B D T O Z H C T D Q S N D H Y R H J

V Y E E D L A H W I S S I T Y I G H B S

V I E C L C A C Q N O Y P X D A E N D R

O X M E N S M K K G D H E Z R J A H U E

J U G L W A K S P I V V S A E H P C N N

N Q V K M Y N L T J T P G D M B A C F I

E S O P R U P E R Q U E O W X T C L S A

G N I L I F Y N T R T N Y C K V K U X T

E B G P O B A X G N A E X R N Q R T B N

C S Q H R D J I A T I R P C V A A T R O

W J V C N O N G I Z M A I M Y T T E K C

D G K T O G A O R U R R M D M P J R G F

H F H C E T N T S I Z J X E R K L V H G

K X O R G A N I Z I N G K C K N T G X T

J F B Q N X P H I G O F I N V B G F S I

Word Bank
1. repurpose 2. sorting 3. donation 4. filing
5. labels 6. garage 7. tidying 8. purging
9. closets 10. organizing 11. packrat 12. clutter
13. maintenance 14. containers

Dictionary.com

BLONDIE
Meet a 10-week old pomshu named 

Blondie, a new addition to the Brown 
family.  She is still in training and 
is making sure that grandma and 

grandpa are kept busy. She loves to 
play fetch already and loves her 

treats when she is a good girl.

RIDDLES
SPONSORED BY

519-842-4234 • horvathauto.com
82 Bridge St. E, Tillsonburg

Why did the man put his money in the 
freezer? 
He wanted cold hard cash.

What do prisoners use to call each other? 
Cell phones.

Why don’t skeletons fight each other? 
They don’t have the guts.

What do you get from a pampered cow? 
Spoiled milk.

How do you make a tissue dance? 
Put a little boogey in it.

Where do polar bears vote? 
The North Poll.

What did the fireman’s wife get for 
Christmas? 
A ladder in her stocking.

What lies at the bottom of the sea and 
shivers? 
A nervous wreck.

What do you call an American drawing? 
Yankee doodle.
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THE FRIENDSHIP TABLE - FREE 
FRIENDSHIP DINNERS
Monday, Feb. 10, Mar. 10, Apr. 14, May 12, 
June 9, 2025;
Doors open at 4:30.
Dinner Served 5:00-6:30
St. Mary’s Church Basement, Corner of 
Rolph St & Venison St, Tillsonburg
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
HELPING THOSE IN NEED. GOOD NEWS!! 
FREE FRIENDSHIP DINNERS ARE BACK! 
Everyone Welcome 

WHAT MAKES WINTER SHORTER?
Listening, dancing and enjoying 50’s-70’s 
country music at the Ingersoll Jamboree! Every 
other Friday afternoon from 1-4 p.m. at the 
Masonic Hall, 190 Thames St S, Ingersoll. 
January 10 & 24, February 7 & 21, walk ins 
welcome at the door.

KIDS’ FREE  VALENTINE’S 
CHOCOLATE BAR BINGO
Tillsonburg and Area Optimist Club
Tillsonburg Legion Branch 153
Sunday, February 16th, 2025.  2-4pm

VON OXFORD GRIEF CARE:
FREE Monthly Grief Support Group
Register at: oxford.griefsupport@von.ca or 519-
539-1231 Ext 6299 or 6296

TILLSONBURG
WHEN: 2nd Tuesday of every month
WHERE: VON Oxford Office 24 Brock St. W., 
Tillsonburg
TIME: 6:30PM-8:00PM

INGERSOLL
WHEN: 4th Tuesday of every month
WHERE: Ingersoll Public Library 130 Oxford 
St., Ingersoll
TIME: 10:30AM –12:00Noon

WOODSTOCK
WHEN: 3rd Saturday of every month
WHERE: Sakura House Hospice 715180 
Oxford Rd.4, Woodstock
TIME: 10:30AM-12:00Noon

VON OXFORD JOURNEY THROUGH 
GRIEF:
FREE 6-WEEK Grief Support Program.
Register at: oxford.griefsupport@von.ca or 519-
539-1231 Ext 6299 or 6296

UPCOMING SESSIONS: 
March 13 - April 17 2025;
6:30-8:00PM
April 10 – May 15 2025;
1:30 – 3:00PM
May 14 – June 18 2025;
1:30 – 3:00PM
June 5 – July 10 2025;
6:30-8:00PM

LOCATION: WOODSTOCK

DANCE – FEATURES KEN 
LIGHTHEART & BAND
2 step – Line – 50-60 ‘s
Fridays 1-4 pm
$6.00 adm. 
Jan. 31, Feb. 14 & 28
Tillsonburg Legion

MEATLOAF DINNER
Tillsonburg Legion, Friday January 31
$18 Adult. $10 child (under 10). Serving from 
5:00pm - 6:00pm. Includes mashed potatoes, 
gravy, vegetables, desserts, coffee and tea. Cash 
only. All Welcome! For more info call 519-842-
5281.

OPEN MIC JAM 
Tillsonburg Legion
Saturday February 1st from 1-4pm.
$6 cash at the door. Featuring North of Sixty 
Band. Pulled pork on bun available noon to 2pm 
for $6. Cash only. All Welcome! For more info 
call 519-842-5281.

VALENTINE SWEETHEART BRUNCH
Tillsonburg Legion
Sunday February 9th from 9am to 1pm.
Bring your sweetie to the Legion for bacon, 
pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage, toast, tea 
and coffee. $15 Adult $8 child (10 and under). 
Flower for first 100 ladies! For more info call 
519-842-5281.

JOIN US ON FEB. 1 AT MESSY CHURCH 
AS WE "FLY INTO FEBRUARY"
St.Paul's United Church 88 Bidwell 
St.Tillsonburg
10am to 12 noon
Snacks,crafts,games,music, story and a hot 
lunch.

OTTER VALLEY TAI CHI
is hosting a free class/Open House on 
Monday, January 27.
Otter Valley Tai Chi is a location of 
the Canadian Tai Chi Academy (www.
canadiantaichiacademy.org), which is a 
registered non-profit Canadian charity.

OTTER VALLEY TAI CHI
New Monday morning classes began Feb. 
3: 9:00 – 10:30 am Introduction, 10:30 – 
11:30 am Foundations.
Location: St. John’s Anglican Church, 46 
Ridout St. W., Tillsonburg
Enjoy gentle exercise with others as you 
work to improve flexibility, balance, and 
stamina.
Call 519-688-9779, email ottervalley@
canadiantaichiacademy.org, visit 
canadiantaichiacademy.org

TILLSONBURG AND DISTRICT 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The February General Meeting will be 
held on Monday, February 24th at 7 pm 
at Annandale House NHS.  We welcome 
Dr. Jason Pankratz who will once again 
be hosting his always entertaining Trivia 
Night.  He will be offering a variety of 
historical and popular subjects.  Don’t miss 
this free, fun event!!  All are welcome!

The March General Meeting will be held 
on Monday, March 17th at Annandale 
House NHS starting at 5:30 pm.   Please 
join us for a potluck dinner followed by 
the Business Meeting at 7 pm.  Please 
bring a main course, salad or dessert, along 
with your own utensils and dishes.   The 
Business Meeting schedule includes the 
election of the Executive for the next 
year as well as the adoption of the Annual 
Budget.  All are welcome!

INTERESTED IN BRIDGE?
Join us every Friday at the Tillsonburg 
Duplicate Bridge Club at 1 p.m. at The 
Senior Centre. Don’t have a partner? Come 
anyway and we will match you up with 
someone.  For more information, visit their 
Facebook page: TburgBridge.

COMING EVENTS

PROMOTE YOUR EVENTS WITH US! HERE’S HOW
Deadline: Tuesday prior at 3 p.m. • Contact: info@tillsonburgpost.com

Coming Events are for non-profit organizations to promote their free admission events at no charge. Event listings can include your event name, 
date, time and location as well as a phone number, email address or website. If your event is not free admission or you would like to include more 

details than stated above, you have the following options:
Coming Events Word Ad (50 word max.) - $10 + hst

Coming Events Boxed Word Ad (50 word max.) - $15 + hst
Display Ad - Sizes begin at a classified business card size for $35 + hst

POSTPOSTTillsonburgTillsonburgPOSTPOSTTillsonburgTillsonburg

VALENTINE'S CHILLI
SUPPER
Saturday 15th February
The Hall,  699 Norfolk County Rd 28
4pm - 7pm
11yr + $15, 5yr - 10yr $8, under 5yr 
FREE
Potluck desserts - bring your own 
or to share!
Cash on the door
Everyone Welcome!

Buying, selling, providing a service?
Get the word out in the classifieds.

E-mail inquiries to: info@tillsonburgpost.com
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GLASS & MIRROR

370-B Simcoe St
Tillsonburg, ON N4G 2J9

Tel: 519-842-4970 | Fax: 519-842-3385
Replacement Window Specialists
royalglasstillsonburg@gmail.com

905-325-1189

Chris Imhoff
Owner

chris@contemporarypaintinganddesign.com
contemporarypaintinganddesign.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
FIREPLACES & HVAC

1 Library Lane Unit #202
alignyogaandpilatesstudio.com

NOW OFFERING SESSIONS FOR SENIORS

YOGA & PILATES
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548-881-1364
vincentlizotte@protonmail.com

vincentlizotte.com
518 Broadway St, Tillsonburg, ON, N4G 3S7

Offering Individual and Couples Therapy

Be Brave. Find Flow. Cause Connection. Let’s Get Clear.
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FOOT CARE

39 North Street East, Unit B, Tillsonburg
519-788-6672 

Book Online:
onthemendadvancedfootcare.com

Fireplaces | Heating | Cooling
Heating & Cooling Sales & Service

• Furnace Repairs & Sales
• Heat Pump Installation & Service

• Fireplace Sales & Service
• Air Conditioner Sales & Repairs

72-A Vienna Rd., Tillsonburg
southcoastfireplace.com | 519-688-2468

AUTOMOTIVE
GEORGE’S

AUTO REPAIR
INC.

519 842-7058 • GEORGESAUTO.CA
10 Bridge St W., Tillsonburg

OPEN MON TO FRI: 8 AM - 5 PM

 Tire Services | Oil Changes
Maintenance & Repairs

Need to catch up and file several 
years of income tax returns?

David Simmonds 
MBA CPA CGA

Call me at
519-842-4279

• Agriculture
• Construction
• Manufacturing
• Transportation
• Professionals

Earn 8% to 13% interest investing in 
private mortgages secured by real estate.

David Simmonds MBA CPA CGA 

Mortgage Agent Level 2 – Brokerage License 12728

519-403-5020  
david@davidsimmonds.ca

ACCOUNTING

PAINTING

SUDOKU

QUIZ ANSWERS

SEWING SALES & SERVICE

TACKLE & FISHING

MORTGAGE SPECIALIST

PSYCHOTHERAPY
SEW-U-CANSEW-U-CAN
Sales andSales and
ServiceService

B-145 SIMCOE ST,B-145 SIMCOE ST,
TILLSONBURGTILLSONBURG

sewucan.sew@gmail.com | 519-617-7398sewucan.sew@gmail.com | 519-617-7398

359 Simcoe Street, Tillsonburg359 Simcoe Street, Tillsonburg
erieandcreektackle.ca

Facebook or Instagram:
@erieandcreektackle

Sudoku Solution

6 8 9 1 7 5 3 2 4

2 3 4 8 6 9 1 7 5

7 5 1 4 3 2 8 6 9

1 9 5 7 2 4 6 3 8

4 7 6 9 8 3 2 5 1

8 2 3 5 1 6 4 9 7

9 6 8 3 4 7 5 1 2

5 4 2 6 9 1 7 8 3

3 1 7 2 5 8 9 4 6

1) Utah

2) �DVD rental service 
by mail

3) 15

4) Jennifer Coolidge

5) Strawberry

6) Istanbul

7) Bamboo

8) Gavin Newsom

9) Garnet

10) Brevity

ORANGE DOOR ACRES
A destination 

for Families and 
Foodies alike!

323804 Mt Elgin Rd, Mount Elgin
orangedooracres.ca

- Pasture Raised 
Chicken

- Highest 
Quality Seafood
- Local Cheese
- Ready-Made 

Meals
- Preserves,
and more!

Contribute to your 
local community 

newspaper!
Send articles, sports 
or event recaps, and 

photos to
info@

tillsonburgpost.com

POSTPOSTPOSTPOST
TillsonburgTillsonburgTillsonburgTillsonburg

Tillsonburg Post is available for 
FREE in print and online:

tillsonburgpost.com

INSURANCE

FISH FRY A SUCCESS
The Tillsonburg Shrine Club’s second annual fish fry and elimination draw was another 
success. About 200 people attended the fish fry and all tickets were sold for the elimina-
tion draw. The last three people still in the draw chose to split the $20,000 prize. Fish fry 
chair Cedric Tomico is seen here breading the fish in preparation for supper.

(JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

tillsonburgpost.com
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WINTER CLEARANCE BLOWOUT

248 BROADWAY, 
TILLSONBURG
(519) 842-5926
canadiantire.ca

LIMITED QUANTITIES - WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

VISIT OUR STORE OR GO 
ONLINE FOR OUR FULL FLYER 
AND THOUSANDS OF OTHER 
ITEMS ON SALE. ONLINE 
ORDERS USUALLY READY FOR 
PICK UP IN 30 MINUTES!

MON-WED: 8AM-7PM, THU & FRI: 8AM-8PM, SAT: 8AM-6PM, SUN: 9AM-6PM

RIBBED GREY
TABLE LAMP

CLEARANCE
$49.93

SAVE 60%   
Reg $119.99
SKU 52-6164

FLOOR LAMP WITH
WIRELESS PHONE
CHARGING

CLEARANCE
$69.93
SAVE 40%    
Reg $119.99
SKU 52-6172

MUSHROOM
TABLE LAMP

CLEARANCE
$39.93

HALF PRICE
Reg $79.99
SKU 52-6165

NOMA 4L
HUMIDIFIER  

CLEARANCE
$99.93

Reg $229.93    
SAVE $130
SKU 43-7338

NOMA SMART AIR PURIFIERS

SKU 43-0741 & 0742

WICKER STORAGE
BASKETS

CLEARANCE
$9.93
Set of 4
SAVE 65%    
Reg $29.99
SKU 142-9041

GREY 30” BATHROOM VANITY 
WITH COUNTER/SINK

CLEARANCE
$269.93

SAVE 30%   
Reg $399.99
SKU 63-6348

SAVE 30%    
Reg $419.99
SKU 63-6347

SAVE 30%    
Reg $399.99
SKU 63-6342

30” DARK GREY BATHROOM 
VANITY, WITH COUNTER/SINK

CLEARANCE
$329.93

SAVE 33%   
Reg $489.99
SKU 63-6349

BUTCHER BLOCK KITCHEN 
ISLAND

CLEARANCE
$279.93

SAVE 44%   
Reg $489.99
SKU 168-0144

SAVE $200
Reg $349.99
SKU 43-8804

30L WET-DRY SHOP-VAC 

CLEARANCE
$99.93

SAVE 40%
Reg $169.99
SKU 54-0332

SNOW RACER SKI SLED

CLEARANCE
$39.93

SAVE 65%
Reg $119.99
SKU 82-1085

VERMONT CASTINGS
PELLET FIRE PIT

CLEARANCE
$49.93

SAVE 70%
Reg $169.99
SKU 85-1589

120V WELDER WITH CART 
& ACCESSORIES KIT

SALE
$399.95

SAVE $300   
Reg $699.99
SKU 188-0273

SAVE 45%    
Reg $549.99
SKU 64-4021

SAVE $370   
Reg $869.99
SKU 85-0219

HALF PRICE  
Reg $399.99
SKU 184-0753

8 FOOT SKEE-BALL,
BALL TOSS ARCADE GAME

CLEARANCE
$99.93

SAVE 40%
Reg $179.99
SKU 184-0880

SAVE $200    
Reg $299.99
SKU 184-1557

PROFORM VUE I-FIT INTERACTIVE 
FITNESS MIRROR

CLEARANCE
$299.93

BOWFLEX M3 MAXTRAINER 

CLEARANCE
$599.93

(Stepper-Elliptical)
SAVE $800 
Reg $1399.99
SKU 84-9999

12L STORAGE CONTAINERS 
WITH LID

CLEARANCE
$5.93
(Stackable too) 
SAVE 60%
Reg $14.99
SKU 142-7595

SMALL:SMALL:

CLEARANCECLEARANCE
$$129129.93.93

Reg $309.99Reg $309.99
SAVE 60%SAVE 60%

LARGE:LARGE:

CLEARANCECLEARANCE
$$169169.93.93

Reg $409.99Reg $409.99
SAVE 60%SAVE 60%

24” WHITE BATHROOM VANITY 
WITH COUNTER/SINK

CLEARANCE
$289.93

30” WHITE BATHROOM VANITY 
WITH COUNTER/SINK 

CLEARANCE
$269.93

BISSEL CROSSWAVEBISSEL CROSSWAVE
HF3 CORDLESSHF3 CORDLESS
VACUUM CLEANERVACUUM CLEANER

CLEARANCE
$149.93

SUMMERLAND 10X10
GAZEBO

CLEARANCE
$$299299.93.93

2-PACK, JASPER PATIO
DINING CHAIRS

CLEARANCE
$$199199.93.93

JASPER PATIO DINING 
TABLE

CLEARANCE
$$399399.93.93

WOODHAVEN MEDIA
ELECTRIC FIREPLACE, 46” 

CLEARANCE
$$299299.93.93

PADERNO VIDA PELLET 
GRILL 

CLEARANCECLEARANCE
$$499499.93.93

PLUM PLAYSET,
CLIMBER & SLIDE

CLEARANCE
$$199199.93.93

HYPERPONG TABLE TENNIS 
GAME

CLEARANCE
$$9999.93.93

GREENWORKS PRO 60V 
CORDLESS RECHARGEABLE 
14” CHAINSAW

CLEARANCE
$$269269.93.93

WORX 40V CORDLESSWORX 40V CORDLESS
RECHARGEABLE LAWNMOWERRECHARGEABLE LAWNMOWER

CLEARANCE
$299.93

SAVE $150SAVE $150 
Reg $549.99
SKU 299-9921

SAVE $300   SAVE $300   
Reg $499.99
SKU 188-0272

SAVE $350   SAVE $350   
Reg $649.99
SKU 88-2021

SAVE 85%SAVE 85%
Reg $1999.99
SKU 184-0978

SAVE 30%   SAVE 30%   
Reg $399.99
SKU 54-5793

SAVE $130SAVE $130
Reg $449.99
SKU 60-1320

RIVERFRONT PATIO
CONVERSATION SET
(Loveseat, 2 armchairs and coffee table)

CLEARANCE
$$299299.93.93

SAVE $350SAVE $350
Reg $649.99
SKU 399-9384


