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BEAUTIFYING DOWNTON ITH PUBLIC ART

(GALEN SIMMONS PHOTO)

St. Marys Business Improvement Area (BIA) board chair Megan Feeney stands next to one of eight
downtown utility boxes that could be beautified as part of the BIA’s utility box art-wrap project.

St. Marys BIA calls for artists to help
beautify downtown utility boxes

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Local artists and those with a connection
to St. Marys will soon have an opportunity
to help beautify downtown through the St.
Marys Business Improvement Area’s (BIA)
utility box art-wrap project.

Recently, the BIA put out a call for art-
ists on social media seeking those interested
in creating original art wraps for between
four and eight utility boxes in downtown
St. Marys — at least in this first phase of the
project. The idea, explained BIA social-me-
dia and marketing manager Sara Bradford
and BIA board chair Megan Feeney, is to

COLDWELL BANKER

help make downtown St. Marys more wel-
coming and attractive for visitors and locals
alike.

“I’ve always been interested in public art
and how it brings absolute vibrancy and
another cultural element to any downtown
space, specifically,” Bradford said. “I love
its capacity to tell a story and I think down-
town St. Marys deserves to have its story
told in a really special way that’s vibrant
and connective and draws people in. Also,
utility boxes are darn ugly; there’s no reason
why they can’t be beautified.

“It’s one of those things that people don’t
notice are an eyesore until they’ve been

CONTINUED TO PAGE 2

Tampon Tuesday
event held in
St. Marys

WENDY LAMOND
Independent Reporter

Many people are unaware that menstrual-hy-
giene products are one of the most requested
yet least donated items at local food banks.

Because of this very reason, in 2009, Mandi
Fields of London began the program, Tampon
Tuesday, which has been launched in many
communities across the country. It involves a
social, pop-in gathering of people looking to
make a difference by donating menstrual-hy-
giene products.

Julie Jeffrey was looking for a way to help in
St. Marys and, on Tuesday, Sept. 17, hosted the
town’s first Tampon Tuesday event. Access to
these necessities can be a challenge, especially
for those living in poverty or in a vulnerable
position. Jeffrey will split the donations be-
tween the Salvation Army and the St. Marys
Public Library pantry program.

Deputy mayor Brogan Aylward said a few
words on behalf of the town, stressing the im-
portance of these events to help remove the
barriers and make it easier to assist those that
are struggling.

“I want to thank all those that came out for
the first St. Marys Tampon Tuesday,” Jeffrey
said. “I am overwhelmed and my heart is full
to see the outpouring of support for this cause.
I will be donating on Friday to the Salvation
Army and the public library.”

She is hoping to continue these events every
other month with the next Tampon Tuesday
event to be held in late November in the hopes
of helping residents with financial strain over
the Christmas season.

SEE PHOTOS ON PAGE 3

Ron Morrison

Broker for Coldwell Banker Homefield Legacy Realty, Brokerage
150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON
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St. Marys BIA calls for artists to help beautify
downtown utility boxes

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

wrapped beautifully with something.
Then they tend to stand out.”

While the project originally stemmed
from an idea submitted by Bradford as
part of an ultimately unsuccessful grant
application, at its July meeting, the BIA
board voted to allocate $10,000 from its
reserves to move forward with it. At St.
Marys council’s Sept. 10 meeting, the
project was approved and the BIA, along
with its partners on the town’s heritage
committee, were given the green light to
start looking for two or more artists to
drive the creative vision for the utility
box art wraps.

Based on the town’s consultations with
STEPS Public Art, a Canadian charity
that helps municipalities prepare for the
beautification of public spaces through
art with guidance from public-art plans,
town director of corporate services An-

dré Morin told BIA board members at
their July meeting that the estimated
cost of commissioning an artist to cre-
ate an original work and then wrapping
a utility box with that art is between
$1,500 and $2,000.

“I think it’s really important to work
with artists that have a point of view,”
Bradford said. “We’re not here to tell
them what to create. We’re here to fos-
ter their ideas and creativity as long as
it’s safe enough to fit in with what the
heritage committee and the council feel
okay about. They do, essentially, have to
approve of any art created.

“We don’t know for sure if we’re do-
ing four or eight boxes for the first round
because we’re running out of time (this
year). ... In the first, initial stage, we
want to focus on sort of the history and
heritage of St. Marys. There’s such a
rich history of downtown business and

really celebrating that. ... I don’t think
that it’s highlight nearly enough.”

Bradford said artists could also find
inspiration from the natural areas with-
in St. Marys, but at the end of the day,
the BIA board and its partners will let
the artists selected for this project follow
their inspiration and provide the creative
direction for the art that will ultimately
adorn the downtown utility boxes.

“Just because this is a project being
funded by the downtown business im-
provement area, I want to make sure the
artists aren’t thinking it has to showcase
business and transaction,” Feeney said.
“This is about getting people into the
downtown. Historical content — abso-
lutely — but whatever speaks to them. A
lot of these people, we’re hoping, have
some ties to St. Marys and the memories
it has built, so I'm hoping we’ll see their
St. Marys through their eyes.”

Currently, the BIA board’s artist selec-
tion committee is not looking for specif-
ic artistic submissions. They’re looking
for artists to provide a portfolio of their
work and a brief explanation of how they
are connected to St. Marys. Special con-
sideration will be given to artists who
have created public art in the past, but
that is not a prerequisite for this project.
The names and portfolios of artists who
apply for this project but are not selected
will be kept on file for future art projects
undertaken by the BIA.

Artists have until Sept. 30 at 4:30 p.m.
to apply for this project and the selec-
tion will be made by Oct. 7. Visit www.
townofstmarys.com/en/doing-business/
About-the-BIA.aspx to find the project
request for proposals document which
includes more information about the
scope of the work and how to apply.
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Tampon T uesday event held in St. Marys

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO) (WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

Organizer Julie Jeffrey and deputy mayor Brogan Aylward show a small portion of the do- Donated products will be taken to the Salvation Army and the library’s pantry program.
nated feminine hygiene products during the first St. Marys Tampon Tuesday event.
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ST. MARYS GIVES 2024: (%
WON'T YOU BE MY NEIGHBOUR? =~
How Can Services Clubs and Groups Participate?

Service Clubs, Church Groups and other Organizations are the back bone of
volunteering, making a difference and being amazing neighbours in St. Marys. Now is
the time to start making your Giving Tuesday plan for your group. Here are a few ideas to
get the conversation going:

- Reach out to the Salvation Army about helping a family through the Christmas Season.
They will provide information on specifics about what a family needs. Collect the items
over the next few months and have it ready for Giving Tuesday.

- Reach out to a social service agency (Optimism Place, St. Marys Library Food Pantry,
Salvation Army, House of Blessing, Emily Murphy Centre, Children's Aid and Shelterlink
to name a few) and ask what their needs are. Create a list and share within your group.
Come together on Giving Tuesday to collect everything and make the delivery.

- Volunteer as a group with an organization, the benefits are many. As a group you will be
working together, learning about an organization and the organization will benefit from
your efforts.

- Reach out to the schools to see if they need mittens, hats or socks to have on hand for
children who may need them.

- Socks! They are the most appreciated thing for people who are living rough, do a sock
drive and donate them to organizations that support unhoused people.

- Get together as a group and write Christmas Cards or make small gifts for folks in
Nursing and Retirement homes.

- Reach out to the Friendship Centre to see if they need assistance with Meals On
Wheels - volunteer as a group and take turns.

- Sponsor a "free skate".

Talk about Giving Tuesday at your next meeting, the ideas will start to flow, do something
that "speaks" to your group and strengthens your "neighbourhood".

Better Together for sure!

GI®?PING Dec
TUESDAY 3

.. For More Information Contact:
www.givingtuesday.ca

jdockerjohnson@gmail.com

Overheard at the Coffee Shep

Proudly sponsored by:  [144, Mﬂ,@_

in St. Marys

207 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON « (519) 284-4555

Nice to see @ taxi
service back in
town!

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others?

Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title
"Overheard at The Coffee Shop”, call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Bravo

We have Bravos this week.

1) Bravo to the young lad who returned my
change purse which had my drivers license
in it. It fell out of my pocket when | was
down at the river.

2) Bravo to the nice couple who returned
my wallet to me via the town hall's drop box.
| can't thank you enough. Everything was
there. Shows that there are still good peo-
ple in this world.

Boo

We have Boos this week.

1) Boo to the pet owners who use the school
grounds to run their dogs, but overlook their re-
sponsibility to clean up after they do their busi-
ness. Multiple times over the past several weeks
there has been an unwelcome deposit left in
areas where students play and learn. Please be
more responsible when using the space after
hours - for the sake of our children.

2) Again this morning while waiting to turn right
onto Queen Street from Wellington street, two
cars that were parked, used their parking spots
as turning lanes. | was fourth car in line and three
ahead were going straight through. The second
vehicle didn’t even have the courtesy to use a
signal indicator. These are NOT turning lanes. A
police officer downtown could increase revenue
significantly by these and many other infractions!
But the parking spot/turn lane issue is the worst

3) Boo to ourselves at the Independent about last
week’s Boo about the kayak launch pad getting
shut down while the weather was still good. We
should have researched this further and noted
that the agreement between the town and Upper
Thames stipulated that the dock must be shut
down by Labour Day, otherwise the town would
not have had approval to install it.

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent.

Quote of the Week

"People are frustrated and the idea that maybe they want

an election now is something that my opponents are trying

to bank on because ... people are taking a lot out on me for
understandable reasons. I've been here and I've been steering
us through all these things and people are sometimes looking

at change."

- Prime Minister Justin Trudeau sharing on the Late Show
with Stephen Colbert on the frustration of Canadians.
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Expanding local journalism
beyond St. Marys

(TILLSONBURG POST EDITOR JEFF HELSDON PHOTO)

The local journalism initiative that Frank Doyle founded with the St. Marys Independent has
now reached two new communities as of this month. Last week, Grant Haven Media pub-
lisher Stewart Grant presented the very first copy of the Tillsonburg Post to 96-year-old Bill
Pratt, who had operated the Tillsonburg News back in its heyday. This week, Grant Haven
will launch its 10th community newspaper when the first edition of the Simcoe Advocate is
delivered to Norfolk County. To see the new publications, visit www.granthaven.com or stop
by the Independent’s office at 36 Water St. S.

FASHION
THAT FITS |
EVENT

The ultimate shopping experience

O'Grady’s Clothing

143 Queen Street St. Marys
Friday Sept 27th

10am to 6pm

519-284-4436

Win a FREE Pair of Jeans! }

Get a free persanal styling session
and early access to this season's
collection.

FDJis donating 51 to Look Good
Feel Better for every pair of jeans
you try on.

EDJ
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C R I E R The latest municipal news
from the Town of St. Marys

READING BUDDIES LITERACY
TUTORING VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Volunteer tutors work with readers at the
St. Marys Public Library to help build
confidence with reading through reading
practice and games at the age level of the
reader!

townofstmarys.com/careers or 519-284-3346

EARLYON STORIES WITH FRIENDS
Oct. 7,6 -7 PM | Wildwood Care Centre

Join St. Marys EarlyON at Wildwood
Care Centre (100 Ann St.) for a special
story time with residents!

el Family Centr

townofstmarys.com/earlyon or 226-374-6544 - 'y

TREE POWER PROGRAM

We've partnered with the Upper Thames
River Conservation Authority (UTRCA) to
offer native hardwood trees for $25 to St.
Marys residents. Tree sales are open, with
pickup on October 5 at the Municipal
Operations Centre (408 James St. S).
www.thamesriver.on.ca or 519-284-2340

EARLYON PLAY NATURE ADVENTURE
Oct.19,9:30 - 11:30 AM | Sparling Bush

Come and join EarlyON at the Sparling
Bush for a Saturday morning adventure
with self-directed activities to enjoy
around the traill

townofstmarys.com/earlyon or 226-374-6544 - -y

el Family Centre

SHOWER PROGRAM

Pyramid Centre

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private,
secure and accessible for individuals of
all abilities.

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

Contactus
519-284-2340
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca
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Local author donating book-sale
proceeds to food bank

566 Queen St. E. » 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

Our senior of the week is Margaret Teskey who was
born in Kent England in 1939. She turned 85 on Sept.
25. She came to Canada in her early 20’s and lived
in Toronto. There she met and married her husband
Paul She has a son and a daughter, two grand
daughters and a grandson. She lived in Waterloo for
30 years and moved to St. Marys two years ago with
her daughter. Margaret has made several friends in
St. Marys and has become involved in many activities
through the Friendship Centre. She enjoys knitting,
gardening, flower arranging and dining out with friends.

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 or
info@stmarysindependent.com.

SPONSORED BY

Weekend
Ouiz

1. What is the national
airline of Germany?

2. Who is the only actor
to appear in every
episode of "Mad Men"?

3. What two companies
offer boat tours at
Niagara Falls?

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

4. What was the original name for Pepsi in 18937
5. Who is on the American $2 bill?

6. What are the tissues called which connect
bones to muscles?

7. What do you call a scientist who studies
rocks?

8. What kind of animals only eat plants?

9. What are your chances of getting a natural 21,
or blackjack?

10. Who does William Shatner play in Star Trek?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 32

NOSY & HIS RETURN
TO

NO SENSE VILLE

A Chapter Book

Author M.J. Cousins
Illustrator Danielle Stephen

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)

Above left, welcome to the little town of No Sense Ville where the Dog of Wishes plays an important role. Nosy the Dog who
has the ability to know about danger before it happens returns and again uses his powers to rescue and save. Above right,

St. Marys author Jackie Cousins.
STEWART GRANT
Publisher

St. Marys author Jackie Cousins has recently
launched a new children’s book entitled Nosy and his
return to No Sense Ville.

The premise involves the little town of No Sense
Ville where the Dog of Wishes plays an important role.
Nosy the Dog has the ability to know about danger be-

www.samshomehardware.com

' m hcxrdware'

www.homehardware.ca

63 Wellington St. N, St. Marys, ON, N4X 1A6

Phone: (519) 284-4142 | Fax:(519) 284-3592

fore it happens, using his powers to rescue and save.

The book, along with Cousins’ previous book, No
Sense Christmas Poems, will be for sale downtown at
Lyric Flowers with all proceeds donated to the town’s
food bank. All her books are also available on Ama-
zon, however the purchase of books in town guaran-
tees a donation to the food bank.

For more information on books authored by Jackie
Cousins, visit www.mjcousinsauthor.com.

Proudly serving the community
for nearly 20 years!
Please contact Norraine Galloway,
Your water treatment specialist.
519.871.8069

Norraine.galloway@culliganwater.ca




St. Marys Independent

Thursday, September 26, 2024

Huron-Perth

first-ever program for
children whose family
members have

Tt -

sees its

(PHOTO COURTESY OF WELLSPRING STRATFORD )

The Wellspring Stratford staff look forward to welcoming children and their parents on Oct.
19 for the first monthly event to be hosted as part of the Just Show Up program.

JULIA PAUL
Independent Reporter

Wellspring Stratford is running it’s
first-ever Just Show Up program for
children that have been affected by a
family member with cancer.

On Oct. 19, children ages 6-14 are wel-
come to attend this free event which in-
cludes pumpkin carving, potion-making
and a few spooky stories at the Falstaff
Family Centre from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

“It’s really recognizing the need within
the community and knowing that a can-
cer diagnosis impacts every member of
the family,” said Todd Goold, registered
social worker with Wellspring Stratford.
“So, having this specifically for kids, it’s
a way for kids to connect. Even though
it is a social program, it doesn't focus on
group therapy necessarily; those con-
versations naturally happen when you
get a group of kids or youth together to
share space.

“This is one of the reasons why we de-
cided to go ahead with the Just Show Up
program — just to provide kids with this
opportunity to share space together, to
kind of understand and know that these
kids around you all have a same com-
monalty. They have a parent, guardian
or grandparent affected by cancer diag-
nosis. (Through this opportunity) they
are able to form supportive friendships
and hopefully reduce that social isola-
tion that comes along with (having) a
parent impacted by cancer.”

Wellspring Stratford is hoping to
continue this program monthly. Next
month, participants in the program will
go rock climbing at Pursuit Climbing in
Stratford on Nov. 16 from 9-11 a.m.

“We would love to make this an an-
nual (program), (but) it does depend
on getting participants in the door and
showing up,” said Goold.

“It’s quite exciting for us in Stratford

because it's our first children's program
ever,” said Lisa Stacey, manager of
Wellspring Stratford. “Usually Well-
spring across Canada, a lot of the pro-
gramming (is) for adults. ... In London,
last year, they started running this pro-
gram and they had great success there,
so we wanted to try it in Stratford. We
know that Stratford is such an incredible
community; to have a program like this
to help young children and parents and
grandparents that are going through a
difficult situation like this in their lives,
we thought we would try and see if we
could help some families.”

A second new children’s program of-
fered by Wellspring, Children’s & Par-
ents’” Program, is a free, eight-week
program for children ages five to 12.
Starting Oct. 16, parents and guardians
and their children will come together for
a family meal catered by Black Angus, a
conversation about having cancer in the
family and to learn tools to help the chil-
dren understand more about cancer and
express their feelings.

“There’s a lot of parents, a mother or
father being diagnosed with cancer, that
come in to get supp-ort from us or their
caregiver or partner, but the children
have never got help. If we could branch
out to one more ... family member, be-
cause I know a lot of parents ... they said
one of the hardest things, themselves, is
how do you tell your child that you have
cancer? There has been need in the past;
now we have this opportunity to try it in
Stratford. We got a very generous dona-
tion from the Optimist Club of Down-
ie to be put towards the children’s pro-
gram. It lit the fire for us to start these
two programs, the Children’s & Parents’
Program and the Just Show Up program.

If interested, contact Lisa Stacey
at lisa@wellspringstratford.ca or call
Wellspring Stratford at 519-271-2232.
Registration closes on Oct. 16 at 12 p.m.
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There are many different ways to give back on Giving
Tuesday in St. Marys

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Though it’s still a few months away, the St. Marys
Giving Tuesday committee is encouraging local resi-
dents, businesses, service clubs and everyone else to
start brainstorming how they can give back on Giving
Tuesday this Dec. 3.

Committee chair Julie Docker Johnson helped bring
the global, Giving Tuesday movement to St. Marys
back in 2017 when her business at the time, The Flower
Shop, and 16 other local businesses each came up with
creative ways to give time, attention, effort, money or
anything else they could think of back to local chari-
ties that were close to their hearts.

“It was about the give back,” Johnson said. “It’s not
necessarily about moneys; it’s about time, it’s about ef-
fort, it’s about energy, it’s about involvement.”

That year, 17 different charities and organizations
benefitted from the generosity of those businesses
and, since then, participation in Giving Tuesday by St.
Marys businesses, service clubs, schools and residents
has increased exponentially each year regardless of
whiteout blizzards, global pandemics or anything else
that might stand in its way.

The committee, which is supported by Giving Tues-
day Canada and helps locals come up with creative
ways to give back each year, has also come up with
new and unique ways to encourage local giving. Per-
haps the most notable among those was the chair auc-
tion hosted at St. Marys United Church in 2022 to raise
money for the church’s community dinners, which had
taken a hit during the COVID-19 pandemic and needed
the roughly $5,000 raised to keep the free community
meals viable.

Last year, the committee decided to take a step back
from event planning and instead launched a Giving
Tuesday campaign to encourage neighbours to give
back to one another and the community as a whole.

“I thought, “We’ve got to get back to basics,” ” John-

BE MY
NEIGHBOUR?

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
Pictured are members of the St. Marys Giving Tuesday com-
mittee. From left are Julie Docker Johnson, Jackie Cousins,
Maureen Hengeveld, Julie Shackleton, Ellen Bettger and
Heather Douglas. Not present for the photo are Jean Row-
cliffe and Marilyn Haywood. Photo courtesy of the St. Marys
Giving Tuesday committee.

son said. “All these people have moved here, nobody
knows their neighbour because we haven’t seen any-
body in years, and then new people have come and they
don’t even know how great this town is because they
haven’t had the opportunity to meet their neighbours
(during the pandemic). St. Marys is grand because we
are a community of neighbourhoods that work together
always.

“So that’s where the theme, ‘Won’t you be my neigh-
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bour,” came from. ... A neighbourhood can be a down-
town street, it can be the street you live on, it can be the
arena that you sit in with your kids during hockey prac-
tice, it could be the pool you sit at when your kid does
their swimming lessons. Those are neighbours. We
broached it ... for people to do whatever they thought
a good neighbour does, whether they shovelled their
neighbour’s laneway or they made soup for someone
who’s had surgery. It’s about gathering as a neighbour-
hood. Get your street together; have a block party —
things that we hadn’t done in a long time.”

Whether it was just about giving to each other or
hosting a neighbourhood event in support of an im-
portant local cause, Johnson said the Won’t You Be My
Neighbour campaign was a huge success, leading the
committee to continue it for this year’s Giving Tues-
day.

Johnson said this campaign is not about making more
work for people. The way neighbours and neighbour-
hoods give back can be as simple or as elaborate as they
want and, if they begin working together and planning
now, the impact of whatever they do can be huge.

“We start now because people get crazy busy when
it comes to the holidays. We slowly plant the seed so
when people are cutting their grass, they see their
neighbours and they talk to their neighbours about this.
Merchants are downtown, they see their neighbours
and they start talking,” Johnson said. “This gives peo-
ple an opportunity to think about what (they can do)
that means something to them.

“Nobody needs any more pressure. So, if it just or-
ganically comes together; someone’s like, ‘Oh yeah,
they’ve been talking about this Giving Tuesday thing
again.” Then suddenly, they could be somewhere and
go, ‘You know what? Why don’t we start writing
Christmas cards and take them to the nursing home
(on Dec. 3).””

For more information on Giving Tuesday or for in-
spiration on how to give back this year, email Johnson
at jdockerjohnson@gmail.com.
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United Way’s Unite-for-
a-Bite hits St. Marys with
Pay-What-You-Wish
Soup Supper

(PHOTO COURTESY OF UNITED WAY PERTH-HURON)

Last year’s ticketed “hoe-down” event was a great success! United Way Perth-Huron is looking
forward to the success of this year’s donation event, the Pay-What-You-Wish Soup Supper.

JULIA PAUL
Independent Reporter

Each year, United Way kicks off their
annual fundraising campaigns by doing
something unique in every region.

Last year, United Way Perth-Huron
hosted the “hoe-down” ticketed event
in St. Marys which had a great turnout.
This year, the local United Way teamed
up with Chef Andrew Tutt to host the
Pay-What-You-Wish Soup Supper at Tutt
Co. on Oct. 1 from 5-7:30 p.m.

“Every year, we like to do a kick-off
event and have something that is unique
to each one of our regions,” said Chris
Schroder, community development
manager for St. Marys and area with
United Way Perth-Huron. “It’s a great
time, it’s a fun time for us. Of course,
it’s our raison d’etre. (It) is to raise funds
so that we can do (the) important work
that we do in the community.

“Our team this year, we were talking
and wanted to do something communi-
ty oriented and welcome for everyone.
I've talked to Andrew Tutt a few times
about doing a nice community-oriented
event at his restaurant, which is a love-
ly restaurant and he is an excellent chef,
so we just started talking about this and

took it from there.”

This pay-by-donation event will be at
Tutt Co. in St Marys. They have 40 seats
in the restaurant and the chef is planning
to serve 80 people or more. All ingre-
dients come from the St. Marys Nour-
ish Equal Access Market, turning fresh,
local produce and meat into a delicious
meal.

“We are hoping that when people come
— I know the soups will be delicious —
we want people to enjoy, sit down and be
in community together, and then when it
comes to paying their bill, they’re going
to pay what they want as a donation to
United Way.

“The idea with this one is to do some-
thing inclusive where anybody can feel
welcome to come and join us. If you only
have $10 and that’s what you can con-
tribute, then that’s great! You are total-
ly welcome and we want to sit with you
and be in community. If you have $100
to donate to United Way, that's great too!
It all goes to the important work we’re
doing.”

Come support the United Way and the
community of St. Marys by joining the
Pay-What-You-Wish Soup Supper at Tutt
Co. (159 Queen St. E) on Tuesday Oct. 1
from 5-7:30 p.m.
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St. Marys DCVI holds Terry Fox Run raising money

for

cancer research
- |

Ve 3

Teacher lan Morton shares with students the journey of his cancer diagnosis.

WENDY LAMOND
Independent Reporter

On Friday Sept. 20, St. Marys DCVI
held its annual Terry Fox Run.

The goal for the school was to raise
$5,500 for Cancer research and, as of
press time, they have reached $6267.61.

To kick the event off, there was an
assembly held in the large gym. Guest
speakers were Principal Petra Goetz and
teacher Ian Morton.

Both shared their personal stories of
how they have been affected by cancer
with the engaged students.

Goetz lost her husband to the disease

when he was just 53 and shared with the
students how it changed her family’s
lives, forcing them to make decisions
and deal with the grief of losing some-
one that had been in Goetz’s life for 30
years. She also talked about how to start
healing by staying positive, moving
forward and making a difference in the
years ahead.

“Cancer impacts the person that has it
but also effects family, children, parents,
friends and all the people that love you,
and there are so many people that have
to travel this journey,” Goetz said.

Next to speak was Morton, who is off
on leave right now. Morton was diag-

Josh Gerber and Carson Jacobs are greeted with high fives from teachers lan Moore and
Megan Bryan.

A group of students make their way back from the run getting high-fives from lan Moore,
head of student services and physical education, and principal Petra Goetz.

nosed at the age of 49 with Squamous
Cell Carcinoma. Morton shared his per-
sonal story about his diagnosis, plan for
treatment and how this terrible disease
has affected him. He also shared his
personal experience of what some of
the money raised is used towards like
programs allowing nurses and doctors
to come into the home and pharmacies
delivering medication among others.

“It’s amazing that one man’s decision
to run has lasted so long and raised so
much money. One person made a mas-
sive difference,” Morton said about
Fox’s choice to run across Canada rais-
ing money for cancer research.

After both speakers were done, the
students headed out the west-end doors
and made their way, either running or
walking, around town and back up to
the school where they were greeted with
music, high fives and lots of smiles from
staff and volunteers.

When Fox had to stop his run after his
cancer returned, he had completed 5,373
kilometres and passed on his wish to all
Canadians to keep these events going so
money for research could continue to be
raised, giving hope to millions.

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTOS)

An emotional moment as DCVI teacher lan Morton, who is currently fighting cancer, returns
to the school after the Terry Fox Run, getting a supportive hug from head of student ser-

vices and physical education lan Moore.
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EMILY STEWART
Independent Reporter

Celtic band the Mudmen enjoy per-
forming in St. Marys and will return to
the town this fall.

The Mudmen will perform at the St.
Marys Legion Hall on Oct. 18. The band
held sold-out shows at the legion and
St. Marys town hall previously. During
the event, which will be for those aged
19 and older, the Mudmen will perform
their new song, “The Old Legion Hall,”
which is about fun hangouts at legions.

“St. Marys has been great to us,” the
band’s bagpiper, Robby Campbell, said.
“The people are real and I'm from a
small town and we've said, ‘You know,
we can be the big event of the week, pos-
sibly the month,” and I like that. I always
say we have a good time and fun play-
ing there. Crowds are always right and
ready to join in, and have a great time."

The Mudmen play across Ontario,

Canada and at Celtic festivals in the
United States. The band performed at
London’s Western Fair on Sept. 7 and
will be playing in Thorndale on Sept. 27
at the Oxford Renaissance Festival, and
Goderich’s RC Legion on Sept. 28.

“We've been staying closer to home
lately because it makes more sense with
the price of fuel and hotels that, some-
times, you can make more money by
saving money than to head out on the
road and the big venture and the whole
bit,” Campbell said.

Lead vocalist and acoustic guitarist
Colin Amey is also family oriented and
prefers to stay closer to home.

“He likes to be home more than he's
gone away,” Campbell said. “So, we
said we go on the road for two or three
weeks; that's long enough. He misses his
little daughter there and the whole bit."

Robby Campbell and his brother, San-
dy Campbell, are known for stage banter
and playing bagpipes but also handle the

THURS BOGO 50% 9"
- FRIDAY $20 FISH FRY -

(EAT IN ONLY)

(519) 284-3621

WEEKLY TAPS SPECIALS:
WED $1.00 WING NIGHT

PIZZAS
2 PIECE BAT-
TERED OR PAN FRIED PERCH.

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

booking and management for the Mud-
men, and they find it easier to do that
closer to home.

“It's nice to get back to your office and
actually work. It's hard to do business on
the road,” Robby Campbell said.

Throughout their 26-year career to-
gether, the Mudmen have performed
with the likes of Johnny Reid, Kim
Mitchell, Natalie McMaster and the Irish
Rovers, they released 11 albums, and
they have performed more than 3,000
concerts. The band also performed at the
home opening ceremony for the Edmon-
ton Oilers and Calgary Flames, the ’84
Oilers Stanley Cup reunion, 12 Canada
Walk of Fame ceremonies, three Memo-
rial Cups, seven Grey Cups, two Special
Olympics opening ceremonies and eight
Molson Canadian Snow Jams — just to
name a few.

The Mudmen also played for Queen
Elizabeth II and had their music fea-
tured on Don Cherry’s Rock ‘Em Sock

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)

‘Ems, Coaches’ Corner, and in several
TV shows and video games. The band
has also been working away on a doc-
umentary and a book for the past six
years about their legacy.

"We've got our 30th anniversary
around the corner. I'm hoping that's go-
ing to be, at the latest point, (when we)
get it out ... but like my brother said,
'We've got one chance to release this
and we’ve got one chance to do it right.’
If we do it right, maybe it’ll open some
doors and someone else will want to re-
do it with a better budget and better pro-
grams and the whole bit."

Tickets for the Mudmen show at the
St. Marys Legion Hall are $25 in ad-
vance and $28 at the door, and can be
purchased either by calling the legion at
519-284-2267 or by visiting www.tick-
etscene.ca/events/47202. More informa-
tion about the Mudmen can be found by
visiting mudmen.ca.
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HPCDSB approves new strategic plan focused on faith
building and student achievement

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Huron Perth Catholic District
School Board (HPCDSB) has approved
a new, three-year strategic plan focused
on faith building in the wider school
community, and continued and im-
proved support of student achievement.

The board approved the 2024-2027
strategic plan at its regular meeting in
August. The plan sets out ambitious
targets for achievement in the areas
of mathematics, literacy, STEM, ca-
reer pathways and student attendance.
The plan also looks to achieve goals in
Catholic faith formation and it builds
on previous successes in reaching the
top 20 per cent in the province on mea-
sures of student achievement.

“At a high level, basically the strategic
plan is rooted in a three-year spiritual
theme,” HPCDSB director of education
Chris Roehrig said. “The lion’s share of
that work took about a year to accom-
plish. So, we met through what we call
a communal discernment period, which
is a period of prayer and listening and
scripture with our community and came

Powering economic

up with the spiritual theme of ‘On Fire
with the Spirit.’

“So, that’s the foundation for the plan.
The three years will have sub-themes.
One is ‘Awaken,’ the second is ‘Illumi-
nate’ and the third is ‘Rejoice.” So that
really informs us of the spiritual foun-
dation of the plan.”

On a practical level, the plan is fo-
cused around four key areas — faith for-
mation; improvements in literacy and
mathematics; improvements in science,
technology, engineering and mathemat-
ics (STEM) education and support for
the trades; and improvements in student
attendance.

Faith formation, Roehrig explained,
is about challenging the board’s staff,
students and adults in the wider school
communities to more fully commit to
their spiritual lives, and to support the
families in their parishes with their
transitions as they immerse themselves
more in the Catholic faith.

When it comes to improving math
and literacy among students, the plan
has set a goal for HPCDSB students to
be in the top 15 per cent in the province
on EQAO assessments among English
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clean, affordable
nuclear energy

Ontario’'s new small modular
reactors are creating jobs and
will contribute billions to the
economy, while providing clean
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school boards.

“We’re continuing to try and drive im-
provements in those two areas,” Roeh-
rig said. “We’ve positioned ourselves
in the top 20 per cent in the province,
so obviously we’re looking to improve
on those achievements. On the literacy
side ... there’s a program in place to
improve results for everybody, but then
we’re also focusing on students who
have needs on top of that as well, and
it’s the same for mathematics.

“On the literacy side, it’s really root-
ed in the science of reading, which is
sort of a new approach to reading that’s
based more on scientific evidence, and
with mathematics we’re just trying to
be more precise in the classroom with
what we want teachers to be doing with
mathematics instruction.”

With respect to STEM and support-
ing career paths that lead to the trades,
Roehrig said the board is building on
past success. Students in STEM classes
will have more opportunities to learn
through real-life experiences in indus-
tries like robotics and coding.

“The whole experiential-learning pro-
gram is rooted in strong partnerships

with the community, and particularly,
the business community who have been
traditionally very supportive for us,”
Roehrig said. “So, we’ll be continuing
to look to them to provide extended op-
portunities for students to learn in their
settings.”

Finally, the school is aiming to im-
prove student attendance by 20 per cent
which, along with having students in
class learning, has two other important
benefits.

“What we noticed post-COVID was
a real decline in overall attendance
and we also notice that’s had effects in
two main areas,” Roehrig said. “One
is around student mental health and
the second is around achievement. Our
hope is obviously when students are at
school and they engage at school ... that
their mental-health outcomes improve
and their achievement improves.”

To read the HPCDSB 2024-2027
strategic plan in full, visit https:/hu-
ronperthcatholic.ca/catholic-education/
our-vision-our-mission/.
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Garden containers recycling project an overwhelming

SUCCCSS

NANCY ABRA
Independent Reporter

A few months ago, Heeman’s Green-
house together with London Environ-
mental Network (LEN) announced they
would host a horticulture plastic-con-
tainer recycling event on the weekend
of Sept. 6-8 at Heeman’s.

They were hoping that gardeners
would hold onto their plastic garden
pots, cell packs and trays after their
spring planting until the September re-
cycling event.

Plastics are part of our daily lives and
a major part of the horticultural indus-
try. Even though there are different re-
cycling programs, the containers used
in this garden industry sometimes can
be hard to recycle properly as not all
municipalities can recycle all plastics.
Hence, a number of these types of con-
tainers end up in our landfills.

The result of this joint recycling proj-
ect at Heeman’s was an overwhelming
success, so much so that it took another
weekend and more volunteers to help
sort the piles of various horticultural
pots, containers, cell packs and trays.

“After this recycling event, I couldn’t
help but feel a surge of pride,” said Will
Heeman, chief daymaker at Heeman’s
Greenhouse. “The community’s re-
sponse was exactly what we were hop-
ing for and expecting. Seeing so many
people rally to bring back plastics for
a second life was heartwarming. We
even received extra containers from lo-
cal institutions like Cuddy Gardens and
Huron Ridge Greenhouses. The interest
from other garden centres and nurseries
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(WILL HEEMAN PHOTO)

Volunteers at Heeman’s Greenhouse stand in front of the 36 skids of recycled garden plastic collected during a recent recycling event at

the greenhouse.

in our program is a clear sign of a strong
desire for the industry and community
to find a recycling outlet for these plas-
tics.”

When asked about the recycling sym-
bols of these garden containers, Hee-
man replied, “One area that could be
improved is the clarity of recycling
symbols. Some plastics bear a stamp
that suggest recyclability but in reality,
they're unsuitable for recycling. Others
lack any stamp at all, making it even
more challenging to determine their re-

cyclability.

“I also would love to see more stan-
dardization of the containers — there are
so many variations out there, and it is a
big job to sort through and find the right
sizes to stack these properly to be sort-
ed and sent back.” Heeman continued.
“The plastic manufacturers can do a lot
of work, but I'm encouraged that we can
once again find a recycling option for
these plastics, and I hope things contin-
ue to improve as time goes on.”

Over the course of the two weekends

or 210 hours of collecting and sorting
by Heeman’s staff, LEN staff and 70
volunteers, they successfully sorted,
stacked and prepared all the plastic con-
tainers and trays totalling 40 skids of
these products ready for the next phase.
The proceeds received from selling this
plastic back to the producer will be
donated to LEN as they continue their
work in protecting the environment and
helping the City of London and area be
more sustainable.
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HPCDSB education director announces retirement

next year

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

While it’s never easy to say goodbye, Huron Perth
Catholic District School Board (HPCDSB) director of
education Chris Roehrig feels the time is almost right
to put a period at the end of his long career in educa-
tion.

Roehrig, who has served as director of education at
HPCDSB since 2019 and served in the same capacity
with the Brant Haldimand Norfolk Catholic District
School Board (BHNCDSB) for seven years before that,
recently announced his upcoming retirement on Feb.
24, 2025. He will depart the school board as one of the
longest-serving directors of education in Ontario.

“I’ve been told by folks you know when it’s time and
I think I came across that,” Roehrig said. “For our sys-
tem, we just launched a new strategic plan; I'm feeling
the list of things I wanted to knock off when I start-
ed is either complete or down to the final stroke. So,
it’s time. I’'m excited about what’s next. It’s really less
about what I’m leaving behind and more about what I
want to accomplish next.

“It’s a been a long career. It’s been 30-some-odd
years, so I'm ready.”

Feb. 24, 2025, is a date of particular importance for
Roehrig as it will be 31 years to the day since he was
first hired as a full-time teacher in 1994 at St. Da-
vid Catholic Secondary School in Waterloo. But his
teaching career began six years before that when, as
a 19-year-old student at St. Jerome’s University (Uni-
versity of Waterloo), he began working as an uncerti-
fied supply instructor at Catholic schools in Waterloo
Region.

After leaving St. David, Roehrig taught at St. Ben-
edict Catholic Secondary School in Cambridge and
Resurrection Catholic Secondary School in Kitchener
before serving as vice principal at St. Anne’s Catholic
Secondary School in Clinton and St. Mary’s in God-
erich between 2001 and 2008. In 2008, he was appoint-
ed superintendent of education at BHNCDSB before

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Huron Perth Catholic District School Board director of ed-
ucation Chris Roehrig will retire from his position on Feb.
24, 2025.

being promoted to director four years later.

“Any of our system accomplishments are really a re-
sult of the people around me,” Roehrig said. “I can’t
take credit for them alone. The (HPCDSB) system’s
had several accomplishments in the last five and a half
years; among them is our work in student achievement.
We’ve positioned the board into the top-20 per cent in

Legion

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
PERTH REGIMENT VETERANS
BRANCH 236 ST MARYS

HOURS
TUE - THURS 3PM - CLOSE
FRI & SAT NOON - CLOSE
SUN & MON - CLOSED

WE ARE OPEN FRIDAYS FROM
NOON UNTIL CLOSING
HOT DOGS AND MORE FRIDAY LUNCH

MEAT DRAW EVERY SAT AT 5 PM,
DRAWS FOR 20 MEAT PRIZES,
PLUS A 50/50 DRAW

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE HALL FOR RENT
66 CHURCH STREET NORTH,
ST. MARYS 519 284-2267

ST. MARYS RC LEGION PRESENTS

MUDMEN
LIVE! |

[
iday October 18 2024
_._’Ruyal Canadian Legion, St. Marys
Tickets $25.00 Advance $28.00 Door
Doors @ 7:00 pm * Show @ 8:00 pm

" Tickets Available at the RC Legion
519-284-2267 ticketscene.ca & the Door
This is a co Mudmen 19+ LLBO Everlt

= - www.mudmen.ca

the province in EQAO results and our grad rates are
super high, so we’re really proud of that.”

Though it was an initiative pushed forward by neces-
sity during the COVID-19 pandemic, Roehrig said he’s
proud of the board’s efforts in incorporating informa-
tion and computer technology into everyday classroom
learning, including the deployment of Chromebook
laptops with every student across the board.

“There’s ubiquitous access to technology,” he said.
“COVID, which was another thing altogether, really
accelerated and organized (education technology). We
had to really bear down on work with our infrastruc-
ture and some of the back-end stuff to really make sure
the work we did during COVID went as smoothly as
possible. I'm quite, quite proud of that.”

While Roehrig said he will miss both the people he’s
worked with and the everyday interactions with the
communities he serves that he became accustomed to
over the past three decades, he’s looking forward to
having more time on his hands to read the mountain
of books he’s been meaning to read over the last num-
ber of years, dedicate some time to self-discovery and
soul-searching, and decide what’s next for him in this
new chapter.

“We are grateful for Chris’ experience, vision and
faithful leadership during his role as our director of ed-
ucation,” HPCDSB board of trustees chair Mary Helen
Van Loon in a press release. “He has been both guide
and anchor through some very difficult, challenging
times within the board and the greater community. His
passion and dedication to faith formation and excel-
lence in student achievement can only be matched by
his love for our Huron-Perth system. It has been a plea-
sure and an honour to work alongside him.”

Though he says the expectations for our school sys-
tems and the accountability of those who work within
those systems are much higher than they were when he
first started teaching, Roehrig believes the HPCDSB
is in an excellent position to continue improving its
service to students and their families now and in the

future.

CROKINOLE CANADA
HAS MOVED!

Crokinole Canada has moved to a new location just
outside of St. Marys.
Come get your Crokinole Boards and Accessories at
136779 13th Line St.Marys, Ontario.
Ted and his team will be happy to show you through
their wide array of Crokinole Board options
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Multicultural outreach program coordinator visits DCVI

WENDY LAMOND
Independent Reporter

Students at St. Marys DCVI recently
had the pleasure of learning from Le-
roy Hibbert, multicultural outreach pro-
gram coordinator for Luso Community
Programs in London.

Hibbert, who has worked for Luso for
almost 25 years, works with schools,
community groups, organizations and
businesses teaching cultural awareness,
race relations, cultural competency and
building bridges in the community.

Luso has been in business for over 40
years and offers programs such as the
Multicultural Outreach program, youth
programs, basic needs and community
support, literacy and newcomer and im-
migrant services.

Hibbert travels to four school boards
to speak with students of all grades
but also has assisted in training with
post-secondary students, parents, facul-
ty of education staff, RCMP and OPP.
He is there to teach practical tools on
how to share and accept differences,
whether they’re cultural or racial, in an
inclusive way.

The conversations that take place re-

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

Leroy Hibbert, multicultural outreach program coordinator at Luso Community Programs
in London, spent a good part of a week at St. Marys DCVI educating all grades on cultural

and racial acceptance.

volve around cultural sensitivity, ways
to communicate and how to juggle cul-
tures. It is not uncommon for people to
act one way at school but then different
at home while honouring traditions and

practices that take place there. They of-
ten see students adapt quickly but adults
sometimes take a little longer.

In his training, Hibbert likes to use
practical tools to relate with students.

This could involve current issues in pop
culture and music to keep the students
engaged.

When asked how he decides what
school to attend, Hibbert said it could
be one dealing with a specific issue at
that time but he also feels the need to
visit as many schools as possible as cul-
tural sensitivity and the need for guid-
ance and education is always helpful.

The organization also does some work
during Black History month through
upliftment, education and awareness.

The basic needs and community sup-
port program is intended to help fami-
lies that are struggling with food inse-
curity. A community resource portable
is available where residents can access
items like food, clothing and hygiene
products.

All the programs that Luso offers are
beneficial and help to knock down bar-
riers.

Hibbert spent most of the week at
DCVI, he loves being there and shared
that the school board has been fantas-
tic to work with. His calming presence
is an asset and will help open conver-
sations, prevent conflict and help new-
comers feel at home.

St. Marys Fire Department
hosting rib and pigtail

dinner Oct. 10

ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT
Staff Contribution

The St. Marys Fire Department’s
annual ribs and pigtail dinner is right
around the corner.

On Thursday, Oct. 10, St. Marys' vol-
unteer firefighters will serve dinner to
raise money for muscular dystrophy, lo-
cal sports and other charities. The din-
ner will take place in the community
centre at the Pyramid Recreation Centre
(317 James St. S).

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Dinner will
be served from 6:30-8 p.m., with the
option of dining in or getting take-out.
The cost is $30 per plate and tickets
can be purchased in advance from any

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332
agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street,
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50025796

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel

www.stonetowntravel.com

firefighter. The cutoff date for tickets is
Oct. 3.

Kennedy's Restaurant & Catering
will once again prepare the meal, which
will include ribs, pig tails, sauerkraut,
scalloped potatoes and buns. The event
usually attracts between 500 and 600
people.

“We’re looking forward to serving up
another great meal to raise much-need-
ed funds for some very deserving chari-
ties,” said Fire Chief Richard Anderson.
“The fire department appreciates ev-
eryone’s support of this annual event.”

Questions about the dinner can be di-
rected to randerson@town.stmarys.on.
ca or 519-284-1752.

P

Where in the world -~
would you like to go?

consultants today!

A

pri esents
Group travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown Travel

ROCKY MOUNTAINEER
JOURNEY THROUGH THE

CLOUDS
MAY 7-15, 2025

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332
agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street,
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com

TICO #50025796

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM
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Lindsay Pickering
519-276-9959

www.lindsaypickering.ca

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

The St. Marys Lincolns stayed unbeaten and im-
proved to 3-0-0 on the season with victories over the
LaSalle Vipers and Chatham Maroons.

Following a week off after their home opener, the
Lincolns returned to the ice Sept. 20 for a matchup
against the LaSalle Vipers and came away with a 2-1
win, handing the Vipers their first loss of the young
season. Head coach Jeff Bradley said he felt much bet-
ter about his team’s performance against LaSalle than
he did about their first game of the year.

“Compared to our first game against St. Thomas, we
were much more organized,” Bradley told the Inde-
pendent. “We knew LaSalle would be a big test with
them being undefeated. They compete hard and skate
well like they did last year, but they are definitely a lot
more organized. But aside from a lapse of around five
minutes in the second period, I felt we deserved the
win. We have to clean up our special teams a bit, but
overall, I was really happy with our game.”

The lapse Bradley alluded to came in the second pe-
riod and was punctuated by a goal at the 5:42 mark of
the period when Jaksen Ward potted a powerplay goal
to put the Vipers ahead 1-0 on a cross-ice one-timer.
It was the second powerplay of the period for LaSalle,
with the two St. Marys penalties being taken in quick
succession. Bradley noted the two penalties back-to-
back as being a key contributor to their lacklustre
stretch in the second.

“It started when we were on when we were short-
handed. We had two or three opportunities to clear the
puck, but we didn't. We got tired while they had their
best players on the ice, and that’s the danger of being
on a kill. If you give them second and third chances,
you're giving the second and third chances to their top
players while you're tired. It's going to make you look
really bad and going to make them look even better.

“Momentum shifts over to them,” Bradley added.
“They’re playing hot, they're feeling good and you

start to doubt yourself a little bit. At that point, you're
looking for one line to turn that around. Fortunately
for us, it was the (Ryan) Hodkinson line who got it
started, then the (Luca) Spagnolo line, and then the
(Ryan) Cornfield line, and it was back-to-back-to-back
shifts that turned the tide in our favour.”

The Lincs went into the second intermission down
by a goal and couldn’t solve LaSalle netminder Dan-
te Bertolin until midway through the third when, just
seconds after a St. Marys powerplay expired, Blake
Elzinga fired a seeing-eye shot through a maze of bod-
ies and into the Vipers’ net, assisted by Noah Vanden-
Brink and Jacob McLellan.

“We thought we had a lot of good opportunities in
the first period but just couldn't put it in the back of the
net,” said Bradley. “We figured if we made life a little
bit tougher on their goaltender, something good would
happen, which is what happened on our first goal. It
wasn’t a huge shot, but it was a very smart, well-placed
shot by Blake.”

Just over two minutes later, the Lincolns’ struck
again, this time with the man advantage, with Corn-
field finishing off a strong breakout by the Lincs’ pow-
erplay. VandenBrink and Hodkinson picked up assists
on the goal, and both tallies were the first of the season
for Elzinga and Cornfield.

Goaltender Nico Armellin made 18 saves in the win,
including several high-danger opportunities. Most no-
tably, Armellin made a spectacular stop in the second
period, where he fell back and batted the puck out of
mid-air before it could sail into the net. Lincs’ defence-
man Owen Kalp summarized his reaction to the stop
following the game.

“That was the craziest save [’ve ever seen,” said Kalp.

Coach Bradley also credited Armellin for his strong
performance.

“Nico was outstanding. There was the shorthanded
breakaway they had, and then there was a big flurry
for several minutes that included that big mid-air glove
save. He really held us in the game during that stretch
of the second period. We’ve got two outstanding goal-

Lincs’ hot start continues with pair of wins

ies. We're incredibly fortunate to have two boys like
that.”

Special teams lead Lincs to 6-2 win in Chatham

After a game in which the Lincolns felt their special
teams weren’t quite what they wanted, they more than
corrected that issue 48 hours later when they travelled
to Chatham and came away with a 6-2 win.

It was a penalty-laden start to the game for St. Marys,
with the Maroons getting each of the first six power-
plays of the game. Coach Bradley credited the team’s
penalty killers and goaltender Colby Booth-Housego
in the game for their work while down a man, adding
that “the special teams were a big reason we won.”

“Sometimes, it's tough to keep your composure when
you get into penalty trouble but we seemed to do a
good job of that and the penalty kill and Colby stepped
up big time. It’s tough killing so many penalties, but
momentum can be created from your penalty kill and
that's what happened for us because of how well our
guys did.

“We had six kills in a row, and if Chatham is capital-
izing on those, then their confidence is growing while
ours is dwindling. But it happened to be the opposite,
we got a shorthanded goal and killed them all off. It’s
natural for any team, not just Chatham. If you aren’t
scoring on those powerplays, it will hurt your confi-

The St. Marys Famers’ Market

Pumpkins, apples and

raspberries

Saturday, Sept. 28 | 8 a.m. to noon
Milt Dunnell Field “The Flats”
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A.N.A.F. Unit 265
5. 23 Wellington St. N.
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Bob ‘Linc’ Lince Memorial

Golf Tournament

Saturday, September 28th
At River Valley Golf Course

Four person scramble, shotgun start at 11:00 a.m.
Be at the course by 10:30 a.m.
Cost: $80.00 includes golf/cart/meal/donation or
$65.00 includes golf/cart/donation
Please sign up at the A.N.A.F. by Sept 24/24
Hole in one prize sponsored by PIB Insurance
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RASPBERRIES, SQUASH
AND PUMPKINS

ARE ALL READY
OPEN 9 AM - 5 PM MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

CALL FOR DAILY PICKING CONDITIONS 519-283-6025
OR CHECK OUR WEBSITE SHELDONBERRIES.COM
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Lincs’ hot start continues with pair of wins

dence, and it’s tough to win when you’re
not playing with confidence.”

The most prominent forward main-
stays on the penalty kill were Hodkin-
son, Owen Voortman, Luca Spagnolo
and Jaden Lee, who Bradley praised for
their aggressive penalty-killing abilities.

“They have the experience of the sys-
tem we run, and it's been running real-
ly well for the last two seasons before
this one. And now, this year, it's already
starting to look like it's running well
again. They’re all very smart players
who are good with their sticks. They
know when to pressure the other team.
They know when to back off. They all
just understand the role and the system
really well.”

Although they weren’t able to capital-
ize on their six consecutive powerplays,
the Maroons did score the game’s first
goal when Atley Rogers slid the puck
through the five-hole on Booth-Housego
on a partial breakaway. However, almost
exactly three minutes later, Hodkinson
banged home a loose puck in front of
the Maroons’ net to tie the game at one
apiece. Before the first was done, while
shorthanded, Spagnolo found a loose
puck in the blue paint and banged it over

the goal line to give St. Marys a 2-1 lead
going into the first intermission.

It wasn’t until almost halfway through
the game when the Lincs got their first
man advantage, but when they got it, the
Chatham penalties came in quick suc-
cession, with the Maroons getting called
for too many players on the ice, followed
less than a minute later by a double mi-
nor for kneeing.

The Lincolns’ powerplay delivered as
well as anyone could have imagined,
scoring all three powerplay goals that
were possible. First, it was the second
of the game by Hodkinson, which was
followed by Jaden Lee’s third of the year
just 34 seconds later. Finishing off the
trio of powerplay markers was the sec-
ond of the night for Spagnolo, the third
powerplay goal in just one minute and
59 seconds.

Bradley said it took a couple of games
for the work in practice by assistant
coach Brandon Greenside and the play-
ers to translate to in-game powerplay
success, but when it did, it did so in a
big way.

“Brandon (Greenside) has been work-
ing really hard on the powerplay but ear-
ly on this season, it looked like we were

going to struggle with it. But Brandon
and the guys kept working on it for a few
days, and we spent a lot of practice time
on it. Practice time is very valuable and
it looked like it finally clicked and paid
off in a big way for us.”

Chatham’s only powerplay goal of the
game came in the third period when
overage forward Connor Hunt scored
his first of the season. Almost exactly
two minutes later, Spagnolo answered
for the Lincolns, netting his third of the
game and the 40th goal in his GOJHL
career. Booth-Housego made 37 saves to
earn the win in goal.

Bradley was pleased with several play-
ers, including blueliners Kalp and Row-
an Reid.

“For a guy like Rowan, he's a first-
year player, he sat out (against LaSalle)
as we’re going through a rotation, but
he’s still looking to build off of previ-
ous games and practices, and he did that
really well. And in Owen’s case, it was
a big game for him. He played in Cha-
tham for two years. He's got friends, old
teammates and old coaches at the game.
He wanted to impress and he did that.
Owen was definitely one of our best de-
fencemen.”

Up front, Bradley credited Chase
MacQueen-Spence and Zander Kechego
for their strong starts to the season.

“Chase always considered himself
primarily an offensive player because
of how skilled he obviously is and at
this level, you sometimes see offensive
players neglect the defensive side and
the proper habits that make a team work
properly. But thankfully, Chase isn’t do-
ing that. He’s playing with a great atti-
tude and he’s really working hard at both
ends of the ice. It's a lot of effort, a lot of
positivity and a lot of hard work.

“Zander is very skilled, he’s got great
size and strength, and he can play any-
where,” continued Bradley. “He was
mainly a winger (against Chatham)
but won almost all the faceoffs he took
when he had to take them. The other
players love him. He was really good in
both games. I think that kid is going to
be an unbelievable player.”

The Lincs play a pair of 2024 playoff
rematches this week, including when
they host the Sarnia Legionnaires on
Sept. 27 before going to Strathroy to
face the Rockets on Sept. 28.

Lincs, hockey community
mourns loss of Joe Gowers

SPENCER SEYMOUR
Independent Sports Reporter

The hockey community was saddened
to learn of the sudden and tragic passing
of Joe Gowers.

Gowers served as a trainer for over a
decade in the GOJHL, a tenure that in-
cluded time with the London Nationals
and St. Marys Lincolns.

Lincolns’ general manager Pat Powers
worked with Gowers during their time
with the Nationals and said Gowers was
the type of person to “give you the shirt
off his back.”

“It’s really hard to put into words what
he meant to everybody because he meant
something different to everybody,” Pow-
ers told the Independent. “Every coach
and every player went to him with a dif-
ferent need, and he satisfied all of those
needs. He would drive across town to
get something you needed. He would
billet a player if you needed it on short
notice. He meant a lot to so many people
and I’'m definitely going to miss his kind
heart.”

Gowers was also a fixture for much of
the coaching career of Lincs’ head coach
Jeff Bradley.

“I was with him for six years in Lon-
don and then also here in St. Marys. He
was just a great guy to be around. I met
him in my first year coaching in Lon-
don. Joe was the head trainer when I got
there and he was the head trainer until I
left. He was a guy who I got along with
great all the time. He loved the players.
He loved his team. He was so proud to

be a National and, later, he was so proud
to be a Lincoln.

“He was the first guy I thought of when
we had a vacancy here,” Bradley contin-
ued. “I remember he walked in two years
ago to a game in Chatham and I hadn't
seen him since I left London. We had a
big hug and I tried to convince him to
come to St. Marys and, fortunately, he
came. As soon as he was a Lincoln, he
was incredibly proud to be here. Every
player loved him. I've had so many kids
from when I coached London to those
I had here reach out, and they couldn’t
believe it.”

Anyone who knew Gowers knew he
brought a very positive and fun vibe ev-
erywhere he went, as noted by Powers,
who recounted Gowers’ incredible kind-
ness and sense of humour.

“First of all, Joe would be handing me
gum and fresh water bottles at the start
of every period,” Powers said, joking
fondly about an in-game ritual during
his time as head coach of the Nation-
als. “We always had a lot of fun with
Joe about his little goatee and missing
a few teeth and he had a lot of fun with
it and could give it right back. You al-
ways knew that he was a kind soul with
a good heart.”

Outside of hockey, Gowers was a ded-
icated father of three children. He was
also a prominent member of the Railway
City chapter of Bikers Against Child
Abuse. The Independent offers its most
sincere condolences to Gowers’ family
and friends.
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Ready to try something new, fun, and engaging? Dive into the exciting world of Stick
Curling—where strategy meets skill in an accessible and dynamic way! Perfect for all
ages and abilities, stick curling is a fantastic way to stay active, connect with others,

Why Stick Curling?
+ Easy to Learn: No prior experience required! Stick curling is straightforward and
beginner-friendly, making it ideal for newcomers and seasoned athletes alike.

+ Inclusive Fun: Whether you’re young or young at heart, stick curling is adaptable
for various skill levels and physical abilities. Everyone can join in the excitement!

+ Social & Engaging: Enjoy the camaraderie of team play and make new friends. It’s
a great way to socialize while engaging in a friendly competition.

# Low Impact: Ideal for those looking for a low-impact sport that still provides a
good workout. Perfect for maintaining agility and coordination without heavy physical

# Strategic Challenge: Hone your strategic thinking and precision as you plan your
shots and outwit your opponents. It’s as much about brainpower as it is about

= Join the Stick Curling Revolution! _

St Marys Curling Club daytime leagues are Mondays 1:00 pm, Tuesdays 1:30 pm and
Thursday 9:00 am. Grab some friends and give it a go. Stick curling offers a unique
blend of fun, fitness, and friendly competition that you won't want to miss.

“ Get Started Today! =

Whether you're looking to play casually or compete seriously, stick curling is ready to
welcome you! For more information, give me a call: Ted, 519 301 9168

Stick Curling: Where Every Shot Counts!
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Spagnolo announced as 2024-2025 Lincs’ Captain

SPENCER SEYMOUR
Independent Sports Reporter

Just 24 hours before their home open-
er, the St. Marys Lincolns officially an-
nounced their leadership group for the
2024-2025 season on Sept. 12, head-
lined by the team’s newest captain, Luca
Spagnolo.

Coming into this season, Spagnolo
was a point-per-game player in the GO-
JHL, registering 89 points in as many
games. All but one of Spagnolo’s games
in the league came in a Lincolns’ jersey.
Spagnolo centred the Lincolns’ most
productive line in the 2024 post-season
and posted 13 goals and 23 points in 24
playoff games, helping to lead the Lincs
to win their first Western Conference
Championship in 30 years and advance
to the Sutherland Cup final. Spagnolo
also served as an assistant captain last
season.

Rounding out the leadership group are
assistant captains Jaden Lee, Ryder Liv-
ermore, Chase MacQueen-Spence and
Noah VandenBrink.

Spagnolo described his feelings about
being named the team’s captain and the
rest of the Lincolns’ leadership contin-
gent.

“It's surreal,” said Spagnolo. “This is
such a great organization. They've treat-
ed me so well the last two years and I'm
glad that they elected me to be the one
to lead this team. I have a great support
group this year with Jaden and Noah,
who were assistants last year. And now,
we’ve got Ryder and Chase as assistants,
who I think are phenomenal leaders on
and off the ice. So, I should have a lot of

(SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTO)

Luca Spagnolo skates onto the ice during the St. Marys Lincolns’ home opener on Sept. 13,
the first time he took the ice wearing the captain’s C on his jersey.

help and I'm excited for the challenge.
It sounds cliche, but it's a dream come
true.”

The fans of the Lincolns greeted Spag-
nolo with a hero’s welcome when he was
introduced during the home opener on
Sept. 13, a reception that Spagnolo de-
scribed with tremendous gratitude.

“I was trying to hide my smile, but I
really couldn't,” Spagnolo said with a
rye laugh. “The horns were going loud
and everyone was cheering. You can't
hide a feeling like that. It was honestly
one of the coolest moments of my life.
I looked up and I saw my parents in the

Lincs announce 2024-
2025 leadership group

The St. Marys Lincolns announced their leadership group for the 2024-2025 season on
Sept. 12. Serving as team captain will be 20-year-old forward Luca Spagnolo, pictured in
the middle, while the team’s four assistant captains will be, as pictured from left to right,
Noah VandenBrink, Jaden Lee, Chase MacQueen-Spence, and Ryder Livermore.
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stands. They were cheering and smiling,
so it was an amazing moment.”

Spagnolo was also involved in another
highlight of the Lincolns’ home opener,
joining last year’s captain, Adam Bark-
ley in unveiling the Lincs” Western Con-
ference Championship banner.

“It was a really cool moment,” noted
Spagnolo. “I hadn't seen the banner be-
fore that. It was really big. Getting to
share that moment with Adam; he's a
very good friend of mine, we talked to
each other a lot through the summer. He
was a mentor to me. He was here when
I first got here; he was one of the older
guys and last year as well, I got to watch
and see him grow as a leader. So, shar-
ing that moment with him was one more
great experience.”

A vital member of the decision-mak-
ing process that resulted in Spagno-
lo being named the captain was head
coach Jeff Bradley, who explained why
the Lincolns’ brass ultimately decided
Spagnolo was the right person to wear
the C for the team.

“In our exit interviews last year, we
asked all eligible returning players who

they think should be the next captain
and Luca was an overwhelming favour-
ite. There were other really good candi-
dates; our team and our leadership group
is full of them and they all offer us some-
thing different. Luca and I have a great
relationship and he is highly respected
by our players, our coaching staff and
other players around the league.

“The dressing room is the players’
room,; it's not the coaches’ room,” Brad-
ley continued. “I let them take care of
that room as long as it's under control
and in order. Sometimes, the coach’s
voice gets tuned out a bit. For example,
last year, the players got huge credit for
turning our season around by having a
players-only meeting and Luca was a
big part of that. We want that room to be
taken care of and Luca can do that. He
leads on the ice but he’s also got a good
voice in the dressing room.”

The ever-humble Spagnolo, mean-
while, explained how he views the type
of leadership he wants to provide.

“I want to be a guy people can look
up to on and off the ice. I like to think
I care about the team and everyone on
our team. [ try to present myself, treat
everyone with respect and get the guys
going. We have a lot of young guys on
this team who are at school like I was
two years ago, and I remember how the
older guys were really helpful for me
back then.

“I just want to be a guy that the young-
er guys come to if they have any ques-
tions about anything,” Spagnolo contin-
ued. “And then on the ice, I'm going to
work as hard as I can every shift, keep
the guys calm and hopefully be someone
people can look up to.”

Reaching the heights the Lincolns as-
cended to in the 2024 playoffs created
some of the most special hockey mo-
ments in the lives of a generation of fans
and made the entire organization hungry
for even more after coming just three
wins away from the Sutherland Cup.
Spagnolo succinctly stated the team’s
mission as he views it.

“I just want everyone to know that
we're not here to take part; we're here to
take over.”
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River Valley hosts annual club championship
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(CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS)

River Valley Golf Club hosted its annual Club Championship on Sept. 14-15. Pictured on the left is the Men’s Champion Dave Tkaczuk, who finished atop his division with a total score of
155. In the middle is Jess Murray, who scored 160 to win the Ladies’ title. On the right is Tom Osgerby, the Senior Men’s Champion with a score of 152.

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Christian Vreveld won the 2024 Men’s Invitational at the St. Marys Golf and Country Club on

Sept. 14.
SPENCER SEYMOUR
Independent Sports Reporter

Christian Vreveld won the 2024 Men’s
Invitational tournament at the St. Marys
Golf and Country Club Sept. 14.

The tournament had a slightly lower
turnout of 40 golfers playing, partially
because it was postponed from its orig-
inal date earlier this summer due to in-
clement weather.

Vreveld, who won with a score of 75,
told the Independent he was pleasantly
taken aback to learn of his win.

“It feels nice to win a tournament
again,” said Vreveld. “I haven’t won one
since the club championship in 2014 at

the Stratford country club. This win was
a bit of a surprise because shooting 75
isn’t normally a good enough score to
win, but the course was playing tough
with challenging pin placements for ev-
eryone.”

According to Vreveld, a sluggish start
propelled him to tighten up his perfor-
mance, ultimately resulting in his victo-
ry.
“Having a difficult start to the round
when I bogeyed the first two holes made
me play more aggressively, which paid
off later. I found three birdies in the back
nine, which were important and making
a birdie on my third hole was key to me
gaining some momentum.

River Valley ladies’ league
plays wrap-up scramble

(WENDY LAMOND PHOTO)

River Valley held their ladies' league wrap-up scramble tournament on Sept. 22. The winning
twosome with a score of 58, pictured from left to right, was Agnes Segeren-Pethick and Lisa
Phillips. The team took the closest-to-the-pin prizes on holes two and eight and also scored
an eagle on hole 16.
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DCVI junior girls basketball team wins season opener

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Independent Sports Reporter

The St. Marys DCVT junior girls bas-
ketball team got their season started
with an energetic 29-11 victory over
Central Huron on Sept. 18.

Head coach Tim O’Connor was hap-
py with his team’s performance in their
first game of the season.

“This was a pretty good start for us,”
O’Connor told the Independent. “We
have four solid veterans and 10 Grade 9s
who haven't played a lot, and the Grade
9s are showing a lot of improvement.
They got a lot better today. We played
two games in a tournament on the week-
end, so we may have had a slight head
start, but the improvement over these
three games has been excellent.”

O’Connor saw improvement in the
team’s play at both ends of the court.

“They are working hard defensively
and they move their feet, which is really
good. I think we're getting better shots.
They are thinking the game a little better
and not just rushing to do the first thing
that comes to mind. Even in the first
half, we turned it over a lot with passes
that might have been unnecessary, but
they started getting more patient. They
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(SPENCER SEYMOURPHOTO)

Charlotte Richardson puts up a free throw during the St. Marys DCVI junior girls basketball
team’s game on Sept. 18. The Salukis defeated Central Huron 29-11.

started looking for the second shot and
moving the ball around better, and we
got some good looks because of it.”
Charlotte Richardson, one of the
team’s four Grade 10 players, led the

Salukis with 10 points. The rest of the
team’s Grade 10 leaders noted by coach
O’Connor include Alanna Saville, who
scored six points, as well as Holly Black
and Regan Jones, who were especially
impactful with their tenacity.
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“Alanna, Regan, Charlotte and Holly
set a good, aggressive tone right from
the start,” said O’Connor. “They are
great role models for the other kids to
follow and play with, and those young-
er players are able to watch them play
with that aggressiveness and pick up on
it. They’re all starting to develop that
mentality, and it’s great to see.”

O’Connor also discussed his ear-
ly impressions of the group, which he
believes will be a close-knit squad that
surprised him with a special treat on his
birthday.

“They baked me a cake for my birth-
day, and any team that makes me a cake
on my birthday is alright with me,”
O’Connor laughed. “I think they're
good with each other. I think they sup-
port each other. I love that, at the end
of the game, we had a bunch of Grade
9s out and the Grade 10s were cheer-
ing them on and getting behind them. |
think there's a good vibe that's develop-
ing on the team.”

After their games this season, the ju-
nior girls perform a special cheer which
pays tribute to former DCVI coach
Gregg Blackler, who passed away ear-
lier this year.

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT

CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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Aubrey Horenberg pushes the ball up the fleld during a U12 Girls Tier Three St. Marys Storm
game this past season.

Logan Masselis swings at an incoming ball during a Kinsmen Club U9 WOBA Blue St. Marys
Rockies game this past season.

Will Jacobs dashes from second to third base during a Social Thirty-One U15 WOBA Red St,
Marys Rockies game this past season. (SPENCER SEYMOUR PHOTOS)

MINOR SPORTS

Thursday, September 26, 2024

Giving kids a sporting chanca

G
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Willem Dewitt loads up a shot during a U18 Boys Tier One St. Marys Storm game earlier this
year.

Violet Holllday throws the baII from the outfleld durlng a Stonetown Electric U13 HP Blue St.
Marys Rockies game earlier this year.

McGinny Photography
mcginnyphotography@gmail.com
Phone: 226-456-4364
Like and follow on Facebook and Instagram
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Macindrivers end dynasty; Booze Brothers repeat in
year-end tournament

The St. Marys Men’s Slo Pitch league hosted their year-end tournament from Sept. 19-22 and for the first time in over half a decade, the Tribe did not leave as the champions of the top
division. Pictured on the left are the Macindrivers, who defeated the Tribe in the semis before claiming the ‘A’ Division’s Championship Trophy by defeating the Jets 17-2 in the final. In the
‘B’ Division, the Booze Brothers, pictured on the right, captured the championship with an 11-10 win over the Bomberadoes.
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Uniondale Station holds Lucille McCurdy, a well-

annual BBQ Chicken Dinner |deserved community service
: : award recipient

_CHICKEN BBO
SOLD ouT
__THAYKS FOR
“YOUR  SUPPORT!

(PHOTO COURTESY OF THE UNIONDALE FIRE STATION)

The Uniondale Station of the Zorra Fire Department thanks the community for its support . o . . -
during the annual barbecue chicken dinner fundraiser on Sept. 5. Pictured in the bottom Kirkton-Woodham Optimist president Roland Weber and event chairman Cliff Thomson
row, from left, are Joel Terhaerdt, Kyle Henshaw, Cpt. Dan Deboer, Jayden Deboer, district presented Lucille McCurdy with the 2024 community service award on Sept. 13 at the Kirk-

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

deputy chief Matt Hopkins, training officer Brian Stoeser, Cpt. Kelly Linton, Adam Knoop, | ton-Woodham Community Centre in front of 128 guests. Lucille, a resident of Woodham, has
Ben Dafoe, Matt Munro, Laura Sheldon and Dave Switzer. In the top row, from left, are Dis- served as the postmaster since 1976, has been a member of the Eastern Star and Daughters
trict Chief Scott Matheson, Mike King and Rolf Haanstra. Absent is Brett Prekup. of the Nile for over 50 years, and was also very active in the Woodham United Church.
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UKRAINIAN

TETIANA DIDKOVSKA

Independent Columnist

The cities of Ukraine and Ukraine as a
whole have a rich historical and cultur-
al heritage. For example, did you know
that on July 1, 2022, UNESCO added
borscht to the list of intangible cultural
heritage in need of protection?

Each city in Ukraine has countless
monuments, stories and legends, and to-
day, we will introduce you to Vinnytsia.

Vinnytsia is a beautiful city in Central
Ukraine, perfect for relaxing, walking
and enjoying life. This city is known
not only for its rich history but also for
the numerous awards it has received.
Vinnytsia has been recognized multiple
times as the most comfortable city in
Ukraine, and Vinnytsia lard is the tasti-
est in Ukraine.

The name "Vinnytsia" was first men-
tioned in a document signed by King
Wiadystaw Jagietto on June 13, 1385, in
Krakow.

Our first stop in this city is the Vin-
nytsia TV tower. At the time of its con-
struction in 1961 it was the second tallest
building in the world after the American
skyscraper, the Empire State Building.

The mast of the TV tower stands at
354 metres, making it 30 metres taller
than the Eiffel Tower in Paris. It was
the tallest structure in Ukraine until
1973, when the TV tower in Kyiv was
built. Currently, it ranks 17th among the

Walking the streets of Vinnytsia
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(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

There is much to explore in the Ukrainian city of Vinnytsia from the underground Vunnytsia
Dungeon to the dancing fountains and so much more.

world's TV towers.

Also, Vinnytsia is known for its danc-
ing fountains. With almost two dozen
fountains of various kinds which are
differentiated by their size and the time
they were built, the jewel in this collec-
tion is the light and music fountain on
the water, "Roshen," which was built in
2011 and has since become a hallmark of
Vinnytsia. This is the largest light-music
water fountain in Ukraine and Europe.

The fountain raises water to a height
of 63 metres, and its uniqueness lies in
the special technology that allows it to
be lowered to the bottom of the river for

Straight from the Shelves

LAURA MCASH

St. Marys Public Library

Join us on Friday, Sept. 27 for the fi-
nal virtual Lunch and Learn hosted by
the National Centre for Truth and Rec-
onciliation. The session entitled “How
Do We Address the Barriers to Recon-
ciliation?” will be streamed upstairs in
the Library at 1 p.m. We will also be
streaming the National Day for Truth
and Reconciliation broadcast from Par-
liament Hill on Monday, Sept. 30 at 3
p-m. Both events are free to attend and
participants are encouraged to wear
orange shirts in support of the Every
Child Maters movement.

This Week’s Recommendation

Written by the non-profit Orange

enous people. You can find this title and
others covering Indigenous issues, cul-
ture, and history in our Truth and Rec-
onciliation display by the Queen Street
entrance.

Up This Week

Fri., Sept. 27: Lunch and Learn (1
p.m.)

Sat., Sept. 28: Open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Mon., Sept. 30: Parliament Hill Na-
tional Day for Truth and Reconciliation
Broadcast (3 p.m.)

Tues., Oct. 1: Cooking Club* (10:30
a.m.)

Wed., Oct. 2: EarlyON Play and Read
(9:30-10:30 a.m.), Mahjong Intro (1-2
p.m.), Mahjong! (2-4 p.m.)

Thurs., Oct. 3: Open 10:30 a.m. to 5
p.m.

Shirt Society out of Wil-
liams Lake BC, “Orange
Shirt Day, September
30th” details the true sto-
ry of Phyllis Webstad, a
young indigenous wom-
an who was forced to re-
move her orange shirt on
the first day at Residential
School. In addition to the
origins of Orange Shirt
Day, this book also con-
tains resources for anyone
wanting to make a differ-
ence in the lives of Indig-

CONVERSATIONAL

* ok ok A Kk

LESSONS

- Adults and youth welcome

-learn to play along / sing along to songs of your choice

-'relaxed' learning / at your own pace / use of your
preferred method of learning

-flexible scheduling - time and hours

-free introductory meeting / lesson

-$20/30 minor $35/ hr

Contact Mike Graves 515-808-5846

wintering.

Another iconic landmark of Vinnyt-
sia is the water tower. This 106-year-old
tower, located on European Square, was
built in 1911 as part of the city's first
water-supply system. Remarkably, the
building still looks almost the same as it
did back then.

Today, the water tower is an important
part of the city's culture. It houses part
of the museum exposition of the Memo-
rial of Revolutionary and Military Glory
and serves as a memorial to Vinnytsia
soldiers who died during the war in Af-
ghanistan (1979-1989). The tower stands

28 metres tall and offers an incredibly
beautiful view of the city.

However, the most interesting and
mysterious place in Vinnytsia is the
Vinnytsia Dungeon, also known as the
Vinnytsia Catacombs. This large laby-
rinth under the central part of the city
hides various secrets in its dark depths,
shrouded in legends and challenging
speleologists from Ukraine and beyond.
The emergence of Vinnytsia dungeons
is associated with the need to hide from
Tatar raids as early as the 15th and 16th
centuries.

The Vinnytsia Dungeon has long been
considered a mysterious and dangerous
place; its reputation stretching back to
ancient times. Many speleologists have
recounted stories of unusual encounters
in the underground labyrinths — ghosts,
strange voices, screams, singing, music
and other unexplained sounds. The Vin-
nytsia Catacombs form a three-level un-
derground city dubbed by historians as
the "ancient subway." Residents say the
Vinnytsia Catacombs even extend under
the Southern Bug River.

Vinnytsia’s residents are deeply proud
of their city and can talk about it for
hours. We hope that, very soon, every-
one who wishes to see this wonderful
city and taste its delicious Ukrainian
dishes will have the opportunity.

But there is still so much more to ex-
plore in Ukraine! To be continued.
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Cultivating Opport

NOTICE

September 19, 2024

Meeting Date:

Office of the CAD
Flanning Division

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING FOR NEW OFFICIAL PLAN

Planning Act, R.5.0. 1990, c. P.13 Section 26(3)

October 17, 2024 at 9:00 a.m.

Meeting Location:

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

LOCATION MAP

MORE INFORMATION

West Perth Municipal Office, 160 Wellington St, Mitchell, ON NOK 1N0

TAKE NOTICE that the County of Perth will hold a Public Meeting on October 17, 2024 dunng
the County Council meeting scheduled to begin at 9:00 a.m. to present the New County Official
Plan to the public and provide an opportunity for public comment.

A copy of the New County Official Plan, together with frequently asked questions, project
updates, and background studies completed as a part of the Official Plan Review, will be
available at perthcounty caMewOF on September 27, 2024,

The New County Official Plan ensures a vision for Perth County and a comprehensive strategy
reflective of provincial pelicy updates and cumrent community priorities and values. The Mew
County Official Plan is supportive of building community, ensuring environmental health, and
informed land use decisions within the County.

The New County Official Plan will replace the current County Official Plan and those of Lower-
Tier member municipalities and act as an overall guidance document for municipalities across
the County. The New County Official Plan ensures congistent policy implementation across the
County and provides a clear planning framework that is easier to navigate,

As the New County Official Plan will apply to all lands within the municipal boundary of the
County of Perth, no location map is included with this Notice.

For more information about this matter, including information on how to participate in the public
meeting and information about appeal rights, visit perthcounty ca™MewOP, call 519-271-0531

ext. 419, or email newofficialplan@perthcounty.ca,
DATED AT THE CITY OF STRATFORD THIS 19™ DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2024

Corporation of the County of Perth 1 Huron Street, Stratford, Ontario, Canada N5A 554
t.519-271-0531 f.519-273-5967 www.perthcounty.ca
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FROM THE GARDEN: National Forest Week

NANCY ABRA

Independent Columnist

National Forest Week in Can-
ada is celebrated on the third
week of Sept., this year from
Sept. 22 to 29. It began in 1920
as Forest Fire Prevention Week
with the primary goal at that
time to raise awareness about
the dangers of forest fires. In
1967, this forest awareness
week was renamed to National
Forest Week to reflect a broad-
er focus on the various values
and challenges associated with
our Canadian forests.

According to Natural Re-
sources Canada, nearly 362
million hectares of forest cov-
ers approximately 40% of our
nation’s land area which is 9%
of the Earth’s forested land.
The forest across Canada pri-
marily comprises of coniferous
trees that include spruce, pine,
fir, hemlock and cedar that ac-
count for approximately 68%
of the forested area. Broad-

leaf deciduous trees of poplar,
birch and maple make up about
11% with the mixed woods of
both coniferous and broadleaf
accounting for approximately
16% of the Canadian forested
area. (www.150.statcan.gc.ca)

Many cities and communities
across Canada are busy during
National Forest Week celebrat-
ing by planting trees to en-
hance parks and green spaces
as well as educating the public
about the importance of trees
and our forests in their role in
the environment. Trees are sig-
nificant as they help improve
our air quality by absorbing
pollutants. Through photosyn-
thesis, trees produce oxygen
which is essential for the sur-
vival of most living organisms.
Tree root systems help stabilize
the soil, reducing erosion and
preventing landslides as well
as regulating the water cycle
by absorbing and storing water
which reduces runoff and im-
proves groundwater recharge.
Tress also provide habitat and
food for a wide range of wild-
life species.

Rising global temperatures
and atmospheric carbon di-
oxide concentrations as well
as changing precipitation pat-
terns are having an impact on
our forests. They gradually
adapt to climate conditions in

their geographic area and as
the climate changes, the forest
will change in response in tree
stock and regeneration, struc-
ture and range. In turn, for-
ests have an impact on climate
change with their capacity to
absorbs carbon dioxide (CO2)
from the atmosphere during
photosynthesis and store it in
their biomass (trunks, branch-
es, leaves and roots) and in the
soil. This process helps reduce
the amount of CO2, a major
greenhouse gas in the atmo-
sphere.

Our forest also supports di-

verse ecosystems Wthh are
crucial for maintaining eco-
logical balance and resilience
against climate change. But
climate change is impact-
ing our forests with extensive
drought conditions, especially
in certain regions in Canada
with increased vulnerability to
diseases and insect intrusion.
And wildfires affected by cli-
mate variability have increased
in some Boreal Forests which
covers approximately 75% of
Canada’s forested area and are
expected to increase in fre-
quency in years to come.

Celebrate Natlonal Forest
Week and plant a tree or two.
We can all learn more about
how to promote forest conser-
vation and significantly con-
tribute to preserving our envi-
ronment for future generations.

Resources: https://www.
cif-ifc.org/what-we-do/nation-
al-forest-week/

https://natural-resources.
canada.ca/climate-change/

https://www.statcan.gc.ca/
ol/en/plus/5777-climbing-da-
ta-tree-international-day-for-
ests
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e Excavation
* Trucking
e Septic Installation

* Landscape
Design & Build

FLOODING AND DRAINAGE ISSUES?
CALL US TO FIX THAT
Bryn Luckhardt, N.P.D
519-272-3408 * bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com
www.luckhardtlandworks.com
ST. MARYS, ONTARIO

Dear Arborist,

At what point should you just
remove a Cedar hedge and start
over, or can you trim it back into
shape over time? Also how do you
fix uprooting?

Cedar Troubles
Dear Cedar Troubles,

Hedges should be trimmed every 1
to 3 years. If they are not trimmed

regularly they will get out of control.

Once it gets to 4 to 5 ft of growth
on the sides, it normally is not
possible to make them look nice
again. At that point, you have the
choice of living with it, having a
rough looking trim, or removing.

Most people don’t remove it,

as removing and replanting is
expensive.

However, if the cedars start to rot,
break off, or uproot, then at that
point something has to be done.
An uprooted tree is a serious
problem that should be addressed
as soon as possible. Once a tree
is uprooted, stabilizing the tree is
rarely successful.

Sincerely
The Arborist

Joel Hackett is a certified Arborist
residing in the St. Marys area.
Currently, he spends most of the
year running Joel’s Tree Service.
For contact call 519 272 5742 or
email jtsquote@gmail.com

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM
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HISTORICS

MARY SMITH

Independent Columnist

Cardiff (Cy) Cline, whose various
antique stores were described in last
week’s column, was a collector before
he became a dealer. In June 1965, when
Cy was still a men’s clothing salesman,
the Journal Argus published a long ar-
ticle, complete with the photograph
that accompanies this week’s column.
It shows Cy and Mabel Cline in their
“Canadiana Room,” a new addition to
their home at 140 Peel Street North. The
unnamed reporter described it as “quite
possibly the most interesting room in
any private home in this district.” Cy
had it built two years earlier “as a show
case for his ever-growing collection of
authentic early Canadian furniture and
other antiques.”

Cy had discovered, in the course of
his antiquing, that many pieces of Ca-
nadian furniture were being purchased
by American collectors and taken to the
United States. He decided to buy some of
these pieces himself so that they would
remain in Canada. He had always been
interested in Canadian history and col-
lecting artifacts relating to this history
became a labour of love. The first large
piece he bought was an old blanket box.
Buying it led to the purchase of other
furniture, some made in early Quebec,
including the armoire that can be seen
in the photograph. Some purchases were
made closer to home; the Windsor chairs
around the table in the photograph were
bought at an auction at the former North
Easthope Township hall. Cy and Mabel
had installed a large brick fireplace on
the south wall of their Canadiana room.
The Journal Argus article explained that
it was where “Cy keeps his collection of
early Canadiana cooking utensils, a tru-
ly amazing display of ironware.” The re-
porter believed, “A visit to Cy’s home on
Peel Street North should be a required
item for students of Canadian history.”

And there was more to come. A short
time after the Journal Argus article, Roy
Wildgust, from the Stratford bureau of
the London Free Press, paid another vis-
it to the Cline home. This time it was
to find out about Cy’s largest purchase
yet — an entire log cabin! He had dis-
covered it on the Floyd Dykes farm near
Prospect Hill. It had originally belonged
to the Peacock family who were early
settlers in the area. Cy bought it and
planned to take it down, one beechwood
log at a time, and reassemble the cabin
in his own back yard. That would give
him additional space to store and dis-
play his Canadiana collection. The Free
Press clipping in the St. Marys Museum
files is undated, but it must have been
written in the mid-1960s because Cy re-
fers to the project as “my own private
centennial project.”

The 1965 Journal Argus article ex-
plained that Cy enjoyed restoring some
of his purchases — removing layers of
paint and refinishing them. Most of his
antique furniture was made of pine, a
soft wood. He found that chemical paint
remover damaged the wood and so he
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(PHOTO ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN THE ST. MARYS JOURNAL ARGUS)
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Cy and Mabel Cline, in 1965, in their special Canadiana Room at 140 Peel Street North.

removed the old paint with a special
scraping tool. In 1965, Cy had set him-
self the goal of refinishing one piece of
furniture a month although he admitted
that some larger pieces with intricate
carvings required more time. Later this
output increased when he worked with a
colleague, Jack Gorton, who had a spe-
cial homemade beeswax to finish each
piece. Both Lorne Eedy and Larry Pfaff
whose memories contributed to these
columns, agreed that Ron O’Hara was
an excellent refinisher. However, he was
very selective in choosing the pieces he
wanted to spend time working on. Larry
pointed out that local carpenters, trained
as cabinet-makers — the Mitchells, Glen
Millson and Harold Levy — could all re-
pair, restore and refinish old furniture
beautifully.

They also agreed that for glass and chi-
na items, Ruth Irvine was the St. Marys
authority. Ruth was born on a farm in
Blanshard Township in 1902, the daugh-
ter of Henry and Mary Dinsmore. Her
family later moved into St. Marys where
her father was employed as a rural mail
carrier. Ruth was an excellent student,
consistently first in her class at the St.
Marys Collegiate Institute. By the time
of the 1921 census, she was 18 years old,
had graduated from high school, and
was a student at the University of Toron-
to. After she graduated with a Bachelor
of Arts degree, she married Lancelot Ir-
vine, a young high school teacher.

Lancelot was also from St. Marys — his
extended family were longtime area res-
idents. The Irvines were, in fact, related
by marriage to the Dinsmores, and he
and Ruth would have known each oth-

er all their lives. Born in 1896, Lancelot
had been a University of Toronto student
some years before Ruth began her stud-
ies there. In late 1915, he joined the stu-
dent militia corps. In the spring of 1916,
he enlisted in the Canadian Expedi-
tionary Force and was sent overseas. In
October 1918, just weeks before the Ar-
mistice, Private Irvine was gassed and
sent to a military hospital in England to
recover. A notation on his demobiliza-
tion certificate in 1919 stated that he had
fully recovered. On return to Canada,
he qualified as a teacher, taught in To-
ronto and eventually became principal
at Parkdale Collegiate. He intrigued his
students with his stories of his service
in the Great War. The Irvines’ daughter,
Mary Louise, was born in 1924.

When Lancelot retired, they moved

back to St. Marys. Ruth was a collector
of fine antique china and glass and es-
tablished a good business selling these
beautiful pieces from her home. Like the
local dealers in antique furniture, she
attracted buyers from London and To-
ronto. Some fine examples were always
on display in the front window of her
house on St. Andrew Street, encourag-
ing passers-by to stop for a closer look.
She was fortunate that another east
ward resident, Helene Ball, did amazing
work restoring old china. According to
Larry Pfaff, Ruth Irvine kept her busy.
Lancelot Irvine spent his afternoons in
a chair in the corner of the reading room
at the St. Marys Public Library. He died
in 1971. Ruth outlived him by 26 years,
dying at the age of 95 in 1997.

Antique clocks, especially those
made in Canada, like the ones from the
Pequegnat clockworks, were a passion
for some collectors. Local jeweller Gor-
don Smith had a fine collection, all re-
stored to running order. George Werden
was also very knowledgeable, a great
source of information, not only about
clocks but also about the many other
artifacts that he and his wife, Marion,
collected. Frank and Elsie MacKay had
many old clocks — as well as a great
deal of just about everything else! The
MacKay clocks hung on all four walls
of one room in their house. They all
worked, and most were kept wound. For
an unsuspecting visitor, it was startling
when they all struck on the hour!

Times changed, and by the 1980s,
people’s enthusiasm for large pieces of
early Canadian furniture had started to
wane. Of course, true collectors nev-
er stopped their hunt for the treasures
that they loved and were proud to own.
But the several local stores that once
had been filled with chests, tables, ar-
moires, spinning wheels, oil lamps,
hooked rugs, and butter bowls eventu-
ally all closed. In Toronto, although the
Samuel family continued to support the
Royal Ontario Museum, the Sigmund
Samuel Canadiana Gallery, once such
a popular attraction, was also closed.
Its wonderful Canadiana collection was
transferred to the main building and in-
terspersed among other exhibits.

DUNPHY
BURDETT

LAWYERS LLP

DUNPHY BURDETT LAWYERS LLP IS MOVING

OCTOBER 1, 2024

TO 51 ALBERT STREET, STRATFORD, ON, N5A 3K2

Please be advised that our offices ARE moving ON October 1, 2024.
519-271-7330 | www.dunphyburdett.ca
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Thorndale News

The 2024-2025 Thorndale Fall Fair Ambassador, Heidi Michitsch, with Thorndale Lions Club
member Norm Jary and Thorndale Lil' Ambassador Kinsley Buck.

NANCY ABRA
Independent Reporter

“Cows just wanna have fun.”

As this year’s theme for the Thorn-
dale Fall Fair suggests, people of all
ages got into the spirit of fun, too.

The opening ceremony on Friday
evening kicked off the weekend of
the 167th Thorndale Fall Fair. Bridget
Heeman, president of the Thorndale

Agricultural Society, welcomed every-
one and shared some of her memories
of competing in many fair entries and
mounting excitement for fair weekend.

The evening continued with brief
speeches from Thames Centre digni-
taries, special appreciation honours,
school fair and homecraft awards and
the announcement of the 2024-2025
Thorndale Fall Fair Ambassador, Hei-
di Mitchitsch, followed by the enter-

The Thorndale Horticultural Society's float for the fall fair parade Saturday morning.

4. %7

John Gysbers of llderton with Wade Gillespie, grandson of Reg and Sandy Elliott of Thorn-

dale.

taining Pie Auction. This auction of
the homecraft prize-winning pies and
a handmade quilt donated by Vera
VanDenNieuwelaar totalled to almost
$12,000.

The Saturday morning parade of nu-
merous antique tractors, cars, music,
group floats and children led people to
the fairgrounds where outdoor attrac-
tions, entertainment, carnival rides
and horse and dog shows were set

A section within the
St. Marys Independent

for people to enjoy. Sunday was also
packed with lots of activities, animal
shows and the ever-popular demoli-
tion derby, which always draws a huge
crowd.

Besides our bovine friends, as the
theme suggests, it was a fun weekend
for everyone. Bravo to the volunteers
and their countless hours that made
the 167th Thorndale Fall Fair a suc-
cess.

(NANCY ABRA PHOTOS)

BINGO LICENCE
#M876604

THANKSGIVING BINGO AND 50/50

Monday, October 7th 2024

FIRST GAME AT 7 PM
Thorndale Lions Community Centre

$10 / 2 CARDS - 20 GAMES

50/50 LICENCE
#M876603

THORNDALE UNITED CHURCH

Beoly Supper

Potato, gravy, vegetables, salad, pie & ice cream

DINE IN OR TAKE OUT

Tuesday, October 22, 2024
Thorndale Community Centre

Adults $25 | Children 6-14 $10
Children 5 & under FREE

For tickets call 519-461-0463
Last day to buy tickets OCTOBER 8, 2024

4:30 pm -7 pm
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EDITORIAL

Unwanted graffiti needs to disappear and soon

STEWART GRANT

Publisher

St. Marys’ great trestle bridge, known
as the Sarnia Bridge because it connect-
ed Toronto to Sarnia along the Grand
Trunk Railway, was completed way
back in 1859. Six years later, St. Marys’
Victoria Bridge was built. Both land-
marks are notable historical and archi-
tectural achievements that help define
“The Stonetown”.

To the best of my knowledge, for the
last 160 years or so, we haven’t had any-
one disrespectful enough to “enhance”
these landmarks with graffiti. Or if they
have, it was removed long ago.

That’s precisely what we need to do
with the graffiti that has been recently
installed at Sarnia Bridge and Victoria
Bridge. We need to get rid of it ASAP.

We need to nip this graffiti in the bud,
before it spreads.

The situation brings to mind the “bro-
ken window theory,” made popular in
the 1990s by New York Mayor Rudy Gi-
uliani but first put forth by political sci-
entist James Q. Wilson, who noted that
a broken window in a poor community,
left unattended, signals that no one cares
if windows are broken there.

“It’s sickening,” agreed Mayor Al
Strathdee when I spoke with him last
week about the graffiti. “It’s a headache.
The stuff on limestone is very hard to
remove as limestone is porous.”

The photos posted on St. Marys Life
about the graffiti last week generated a
lot of comments, including a couple that
made me cringe.

One young woman said this sort of
thing is going to happen when there ar-

en’t many options for teenagers in St.
Marys. Aww, youre bored? You have
no idea what boredom is. You've got
the whole world at your fingertips. Try
growing up in the ‘80s.

Someone else said that young people
need a way of artistically expressing
themselves. Sure — but there’s a fricking
process to follow. You can’t just deface
historic landmarks. We don’t do that
here.

Interestingly, the St. Marys BIA has
just sent out a request for proposals to
local artists to “help transform some
of the utility boxes you see throughout
downtown.” The BIA is encouraging
people to “bring some life to the streets
via public art” and are “hoping to show-
case and highlight our downtown’s his-
tory, heritage and beauty.”

This is an amazing opportunity for

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

artists, young or old, to get involved and
to express their artistic side, and even
get paid for it.

There’s no question that graffiti artists
exhibit high skill levels, that in the right
place, and following the right process-
es, can be celebrated. But the recent in-
stallations at Sarnia Bridge and Victoria
Bridge are a real stain on the Stonetown
and they need to be removed as soon as
can reasonably be done.

(Update: The Town of St. Marys was
able to remove much of the graffiti on
Monday using a process called soda
blasting, costing roughly $2,500 in to-
tal. Town CAO Brent Kittmer shared
that the common tag in all the graffiti is
“ROACH”. If any member of the public
has a tip on who ROACH is, they can
call the Stratford Police Service at 519-
271-4141.)

The end of Little Caesars in St. Marys

Dear St. Marys,

We had been working diligently on our market-
ing plan for our 10th year anniversary on Oct. 14 to
celebrate this amazing community and our amazing
customers. But unfortunately, we write this letter to
THANK YOU for 10 years of support!!

As many of you know, Little Caesars will be closing
as of Sept. 29 due to the building being sold, and not
being able to negotiate a lease at fair market value.

During the last 10 years, we have been so fortunate
to hire over 70 students and many adults who are still
with us today. To us, our staff were more than just
employees; they were our “Little Caesars family” and
we have been so fortunate to keep connections with
many of them!

As far as the community goes, we were so thank-
ful to be part of it — running fundraisers for families
that were going through such tough times, Christmas
drives, I'm not sure there was a sporting team we
didn’t sponsor in our 10 years, feeding many factories
midnight shifts, as well as all our local schools!

As we sit here and reflect on the last 10 years, all
we can say is a HUGE thank you for making it all
possible!!

What’s next? We don’t know. Making sure our “Lit-
tle Caesars family” is all looked after is our goal at
this time, and after this, who knows what’s around the
corner.

THANK YOoU!!

Pam, Dan and the Ryan family, St. Marys

(PHOTO COURTESY OF THE RYAN FAMILLY)

Pam, Dan and the whole Ryan family thank the community
for support over the past decade as they are forced to close
Little Caesars in St. Marys.

Wind turbines a cause for concern

Dear Editor,

Prowind Renewables is a German
based company that builds and operates
industrial wind turbine projects in Eu-
rope and Canada, including 10 turbines
at Gunn’s Hill, south of Woodstock.

Prowind made a presentation to the
Zorra Township council on Sept. 4. That
presentation can be viewed on the Zorra
Township YouTube channel, accessible
through the township website. Prowind
is proposing to build 16 to 24 industrial
wind turbines in a 56 square-kilometre
area between Road 119 and the bound-
ary with East Zorra-Tavistock, the exact
location of which they are not disclosing
publicly.

These turbines would be up to 214 me-
tres (702 feet) tall from ground to blade
tip, which is 61 per cent taller than the
Gunn’s Hill turbines. It is reasonable to
expect that the larger Zorra based tur-
bines would be visible for up to 10 ki-
lometres. Prowind claims that industrial
wind turbines take up 0.65 acres of land,
equivalent to a high-voltage transmission
tower. In reality, a transmission tower
requires an average of 0.066 acres, while
the Gunn’s Hill turbines have an average
footprint of 2.03 acres plus another 0.65
acres when the access roads are includ-
ed. That is 40 transmission towers for
every wind turbine.

There have been many problems asso-

ciated with industrial wind turbines, as
outlined at windconcernsontario.ca, in-
cluding negative impacts on human and
animal health, groundwater contamina-
tion, bird deaths, fractured neighbour-
hood relationships and unreliable energy
production, etc. Not the least of these
concerns is the loss of prime farmland,
which the minister of energy and electri-
fication has stipulated is to be avoided in
future green-energy projects.

Zorra Township has some of the most
productive farmland in Canada. It makes
no sense to lose 40-65 acres of it to this
project! Prowind needs support from
Zorra Township council in order to have
their application to the Independent Elec-

tricity System Operator approved. Zorra
council can kill this project by passing a
motion declaring that Zorra is unwilling
to host industrial-wind-turbine projects.
That is how East Zorra-Tavistock Town-
ship stopped a similar Prowind project
earlier this year, and as a total of 157
Ontario municipalities have done.

I urge everybody who is concerned,
and especially Zorra residents, to con-
tact all of Zorra council to express your
opposition. Contact information for the
members of council is available on the
Zorra Township website.

Sincerely,

Paul Mitchell, Ward 3 Councillor, Zor-
ra Township
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Are You A Newcomer
To The St. Marys Area?

The friends of the library has a FREE Welcome
Package for you to pick up at the library!

+ Recreation Info * Gifts + MORE + Local Services

* Health & Wellness « Maps «Coupons _—

St. Marys Public Library, 15 Church St. 519-284-3346
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FERN PRIDHAM - Real Estate Broker
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ternpridham@gmail.com

8 9
315 1 8
1 6 7
4 6
2 13 5|7
3 4
3 9
8|2
9 5

Solutions on page 33
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return.

Conservative
Advice for
Intelligent
Decisions

Franklin E. Hinz

196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4
519-273-1633 franklinehinz.com

Donna L. Hinz

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 28, 2024
10:00 A.M TIL 2:00 P.M

Hamburgers, Hotdogs, Coffee and Cold Drinks
will be available for sale in the church shed
across the road.

Browns School is south of St. Marys, west of
Medina on Road 92 at Line 13 - about Tkm east
of Cobble Hills Road.

For more information or to register your vehicle call
Max Muir at 519-860-1753

THE WEEK'AHEAD

McDonald's St. Marys

752 Queen StE
Founding and Forever partner of
Ronald McDonald House

SPONSORED BY:

MC DO S

PRC & Friendship Centre events - See the Stonetown Crier on Page 5
St. Marys Public Library events - See Page 28

Friday, September 27

- Royal Canadian Legion “hot dogs and more” lunch at Noon

- ANAF. meat draw - 6 p.m.

- St. Marys Lincolns vs Sarnia Legionnaires at the PRC - 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, September 28

- St. Marys Farmers Market at Milt Dunnell Field - 8 a.m. to Noon.

- Browns School Car & Truck Show at Browns School - 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
- Fabric sale at 256554 Sunova Crescent, Lakeside - 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

- AN.AF. Bob 'Linc’ Lince memorial golf tourney at River Valley Golf Course
Must be pre-registered, be at the course by 10:30 a.m.

- Rodite Method open house at 106 Queen St. E. - Noon to 5 p.m.

- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw - 5 p.m.

- St. Marys Lincolns vs Strathroy Rockets at the West Middlesex MC - 7:30
p.m,

Tuesday, October 1
- United Way Pay-what-you-wish Soup Supper at Tutt Co. - 5-7:30 p.m.

By AMY CUBBERLEY

River Road Run

25 years ago (1999)

A trustee’s motion to support a petition calling for
the reinstatement of Bible readings and prayers in
schools received no support from other members of
the Avon Maitland District School Board at its meet-
ing on September 14.

As of Monday morning, the unofficial fundrais-
ing total from this year’s River Road Run, includ-
ing registration, pledges, and t-shirt sales was $3,800
but that is expected to rise. The winner of the men’s
14km event was Wayne Riley of Kitchener. The la-
dies 14km winner was Sarah Miller. Marco Balestrin
was the top local runner, finishing 25th overall with
a time of 57:51.

50 years ago (1974)

The second double-headed parking meter to disap-
pear in two days was reported Tuesday morning from
the Water Street parking lot. It seems to be a test of
strength of something for people to lift the meters,
post and concrete base and all, and then toss them
into the nearby creek. It may be necessary to weld the
meters to crossed rails, buried underground.

It is now expected tenders will be called for in con-
structing six new low-cost housing units at the St.
George and Widder Street corner sometime in No-
vember.

St. Marys Firefighters have been given the go ahead
by the Ministry of the Environment to clean out and
restock the local Quarry with game fish. The date for
this public service will likely be sometime in Octo-
ber.

75 years ago (1949)

Despite the inconvenience of a broken leg, Ed Dun-
seith shipped two carloads of work horses to the lum-
ber camps in Northern Ontario on Tuesday.

A young would-be advertising salesman who called
up a number of local merchants soliciting business
was the object of a local police search soon after his
departure from town. Apparently failing to do any
real business in the Stone Town, the young man left
his temporary boarding house with a piece or two of
the landlady’s property in his luggage.

A vote in favour of installing a public water supply
system for residents on the west side of the village of
Embro was recorded at a public meeting in the town
hall there Monday night.

100 years ago (1924)

Provincial Inspector G. Tustin of the Humane Soci-
ety was in St. Marys this week. Mr. Tustin spent some
days in the vicinity of the town and found conditions
on the whole to be satisfactory. He came across a
well-to-do farmer, however, down near Thorndale,
from whom he found it necessary to take a horse and
place him for the next sixty days in the hands of a
veterinarian.

The Prince of Wales has left the United States, and
now the front pages of the American press can go
back to such subjects as murders and divorces.

Mary Mendelson, a pupil in the Ripley Public
Schools, whose teacher was Mrs. L.D. Stanley, won
the gold medal presented every year by the County
of Bruce for the pupil gaining the highest marks in
the June exams in the whole county. This is the third
year that a pupil of Mrs. Stanley has won the coveted
prize.
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TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEK

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

g CTEICIN

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is
pleased to be the sponsor of the

PET OF THE WEEK

Autumn Safety Tips to Help Keep
Your Pets Happy and Healthy

Be Mindful of Allergies: Just like people,
pets can suffer from seasonal allergies. If
you notice signs such as excessive itching,
Our Pet of the Week is Duke, an eight-year- scratching, chewing at feet, and rubbing
. . . old golden retriever. Duke loves his walks, their face, consult your veterinarian for
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that playing with his stuffed animals and visits guidance and potential treatment options.
appears in the paper gets a FREE to Grandma and Grandpa's house. He is the 500 Water Street South St. Marys
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner! treasured pet of the Boakes family. www.stmarysvetclinic.com

Carson Kittmer (21 mo)
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OH THE PLACES WE'LL GO: Gettmg back to our roots in nature

PAUL KNOWLES

Independent Columnist

Benoit Paquette unlocked the
door and welcomed us into the
tiny house that was to be our
home for the next two days.
Paquette and his partner, Paule
Rochette, are the deeply dedi-
cated and passionate owners
and operators of Hébergement
aux Cinq Sens near the quaint
village of Piopolis in Québec’s
Eastern Townships.

The tiny house was charm-
ing with a couple of possible
quibbles. The bed was in a
low-ceilinged loft, which de-
manded care when rising, and
the indoor bathroom would not
accommodate anything but uri-
nation. Any other “function”
was to be carried out in an
outhouse, located a short walk
away through the forest.

“What had we gotten our-
selves into?” I wondered.

It turned out we had gotten
ourselves into something won-
derful, a unique experience in
which the minor inconvenienc-
es were vastly outweighed by
the delights, discoveries and
warm hospitality offered by
Rochette and Paquette.

Hébergement aux Cing Sens
(literally translates to Accom-

Paule Rochette and the part of the garden where the "three

sisters" grow.

modations at the Five Senses)
is a member of the Indigenous
Tourism Association of Cana-
da and its provincial equivalent
in Québec. Rochette is from of
the Huron-Wendat First Nation;
Paquette also has Indigenous
ancestry.

Paquette is also a trained bi-
ologist and a terrific storytell-
er. So, guests at Hébergement
have the opportunity to walk
with Paquette through the for-
est on this 20-acre site, where
you discover the intricate inter-
connections of woodland life,
and also learn Native Canadian
wisdom arising from an inti-
mate connection with nature.

As Paquette says, “What you
love, it’s easy to protect.” The
love Paquette and Rochette
have for nature, for their In-
digenous culture and for their
unique project is evident in
everything they do at their
Hébergement.

Let’s be clear, this is not lux-
ury living. Hébergement aux
Cinq Sens is deliberately de-
signed to encourage guests to
think about the increasingly
pressing need to care for our
natural world.

For example, the tiny houses
have kitchens, but they don’t
have running water. There is
a supply of drinking water and
water for washing, but when
you recognize that the small
container on the counter is
what is available, you instantly
become aware of conservation
and sustainability. The same
message is clear when you walk
the forest path to use the envi-
ronmentally friendly hot, out-
door shower.

Paquette and Rochette cer-
tainly walk their talk. Paquette

has built a completely sustain-
able greenhouse that functions
year-round. They can harvest
fresh greens, for instance, in
the dead of winter. And in the
warmer months, they can enjoy
the abundance of produce from
the greenhouse and from their
gardens, where they grow the
three sisters of Indigenous lore
— corn, beans and squash.

The couple have been oper-
ating Hébergement aux Cinq
Sens for 16 years and contin-
ue to enhance the property.
The tiny house we occupied is
brand new, one of four in total,
along with a cottage, four yurts
and four campsites.

The limited number of ac-
commodations means every
guest can participate in small
and one-to-one experiences
like forest walks, tepee talks
and star-gazing.

Our stay coincided with the
first nights of the Perseids me-
teor shower. Paquette invited
his guests to bring lawn chairs
and sweaters, and sit in the
meadow by the main house to
watch the wonders in the sky.
Hébergement aux Cinq Sens is
in the midst of the Mont-Me-
gantic Dark Sky Reserve.
There is very little light pollu-
tion, so the star-filled sky is an
astonishing revelation to any-
one used to seeing just a few
faint points of light above some
urban area.

As we scanned the stars and
watched dozens of meteors
streak across the sky, Paquette
offered a seminar on astron-
omy, weaving in Indigenous
stories about the constellations.
It was a fascinating evening.
Paquette and Rochette are com-
pletely bilingual, so Paquette

Our tiny house at Hébergement aux Cinq Sens

will do his talks in French, En-
glish or a combination of both,
depending on the audience.

A key message in Benoit’s
stories is that we are far too ac-
customed to consider nature as
something separate from our-
selves. Not so, he insists.

“Nature and us, we are one.
We are part of the threading.”

“We have to tend to health,
and health is nature. We have
to get back into balance.”

He discounts the popular
“survival of the fittest” con-
cept. Instead, as we sit in the
midst of the forest, he tells sto-
ry after story about how the
plants of the forest support and
even learn from each other.

“It’s more about survival of
the most cooperative,” he says.
“Cooperation is the way of go-
ing through change.”

He lovingly strokes the bark
of the oldest tree in their forest.

“This grandfather tree is 100
years old. It’s a library of in-

Benoit Paquette playing a unique flute during a fireside event
in the tepee.

(PAUL KNOWLES PHOTOS)

formation” about survival and
cooperation. And he draws an
immediate parallel with Native
Canadian culture.

“That’s why the elders in the
native community are so im-
portant. They're the library of
information.”

Paquette and Rochette are
committed to offering a unique
experience to their guests — a
highly entertaining and inspir-
ing visit, a bit challenging at
times, that can be lifechanging
in terms of your personal un-
derstanding of our role in the
environment. They have set
themselves a daunting task and
they are succeeding, smiling
all the way.

Paul Knowles is an author
and travel writer, and Presi-
dent of the Travel Media Asso-
ciation of Canada. To contact
Paul about travel, his books, or
speaking engagements, email
pknowles@golden.net.

Benoit Paquette weaving together stories based in the science
of biology, and Native Canadian knowledge.
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OBITUARY OBITUARY IN MEMORIAM

IMNavetin
In loving memory of Isobel
“Liz” Teresa Martin (Franks)

October 3rd 1948 - September
18th 2024

Isobel “Liz’ Martin passed
away peacefully with her
loving family at her side on
Wednesday September 18th
2024 at St. Marys Memorial
Hospital after a short but cou-
rageous battle with cancer, she was 75.

Liz or Issy, as she was known to friends, was born in
Bilbrook, Wolverhampton, UK. She attended Bowood
and Abbots Bromley Private schools and was pleased
to return to Abbots Bromley in May 2024 to partici-
pate in the schools 140 year celebration. She also
attended secretarial college and became part of the
first class of girls to complete driver training. Whether
she was driving the Bentley for her work as a personal
assistant or taking her sons to school on the narrow
lanes, Liz was known to ‘give it some welly’.

Liz met David Martin at a Junior Famers event and
they were married in 1969. They moved to Wales,
where they added two sons to their family. Together
Liz and Dave farmed in partnership for more than 50
years. Liz was known for her knowledge, kindness
and patience with all animals. No one would have
guessed that she’d grown up in the city. Liz was one
to get stuck in with no time for complaints.

The Martin family immigrated to Uniondale Ontario
Canada in 1989, where Liz hosted visitors to their
on-farm Bed and Breakfast. There would be six more
farms in their time in Ontario and each one, Liz turned
into a well run and welcoming home.

Liz was predeceased by her husband Dave (2023),
parents Leslie & Elsie Franks, brother & sister-in-law
Ken (Sheila). Liz is survived by her boys Nick (Jaime)
and Andy (Sadie). Grandchildren Dylan, Ethan, Scotty,
Devin, Lauren, Kohen, Spencer, Kaden and Annabel.
Brother-in-laws Colin (Christine) and Robert (Yvonne).
Nephews and nieces, Garry, Jakki, Roland, Wendy
and Joanne.

The family would like to say thank you for the exem-
plary care provided by Dr. Xenocostas and the staff at
the Verspeeten Family Cancer Centre, the physicians
and staff on the Oncology floor at Victoria hospital, as
well as all the physicians and staff at St.Marys Memo-
rial hospital. The care and compassion you brought to
your work was greatly appreciated.

To respect Liz’ wishes a private family burial will take
place at Avonbank Community Cemetery. Online con-
dolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

QUIZ ANSWERS

1. Lufthansa 6. Tendons
2. Jon Hamm 7. Geologist
3. Maid of the Mist, 8. Herbivores
Niagara City Cruises g 4.83%

4. Brad’s Drink
5. Thomas Jefferson

10. James T. Kirk

INeTntost,

Donna Mcintosh (Morrison)
passed away peacefully, with
her children by her side, at
o . Rotary Hospice Stratford
Nl Perth on September 17, 2024
in her 86th year.

Predeceased by her beloved
husband Dave Mcintosh
(2017). Mother of Brian Mor-
rison (Leah), Bob Mcintosh
(Nancy), and Roger Mcintosh (Ryan). Grandmother
to Dana McLean (Brent), Lucas Mcintosh (Jennifer),
Russell Mcintosh (Shelby), Matthew Morrison, and
Elana Morrison (Curtis). Great-grandmother to Sophie
and Ben McLean, Maia and Rori Mcintosh, Lucas and
Evelyn Morrison. Sister of Margaret Smith (William),
Marlene Hoyles (Alex), Hilton Morrison (Lynn, de-
ceased 2019) and David Morrison (Laura).

e P ET

Also survived by nieces and nephews. Predeceased
by her brother Jack Morrison (2020). The Funeral Ser-
vice was conducted at the St. Marys United Churcn
on September 23, 2024 with Rev. Robert Lawson
officiating. Interment in St. Marys Cemetery. Memorial
donations may be made to the Rotary Hospice Strat-
ford Perth or the St. Marys Healthcare Foundation.

Online condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

@w%m&m/

DISHMAN: Kristy

May 9, 1980 — September 21,
2024

Peacefully in her home, af-
ter a brief illness, Kristy was
gathered up to her heavenly
home on Saturday, Septem-
ber 21, 2024 at the age of 44.
Cherished daughter of Frank
and Joan Dishman. Loving
sister of Tyler (Tal) Dishman, and Andrew (Catherine)
Dishman. Dear aunt of Zachary, and Miles. She will be
fondly remembered by many aunts, uncles, cousins,
and friends.

Kristy loved people, animals, art, music and watching
reruns of Frasier. She faced the challenges in her life
with courage and perseverance. She had a soft heart
for people who were struggling and was kind and gen-
erous to everyone.

Visitation will be held at Haskett Funeral Home, 223
Main Street, LUCAN on Monday, September 30th
from 6 — 8 PM.

Funeral service will be held at Community Bible
Church, 24294 Adelaide Street North, LUCAN on
Tuesday, October 1st at 11 AM. Interment Granton
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to Ark
Aid Street Mission, St. Marys Healthcare Foundation,
Community Bible Church or a charity of your choice.

Many thanks to Dr. Gatfield and Dr. Bucur, who gave
Kristy exceptional care.

tiite

In loving memory of a dear son and brother,
DAVID WHITE (WHITEY)
June 25, 1986 — October 19, 2013
AND
A dear husband and father,
RICHARD (DICK) WHITE
February 8, 1948 — September 29, 2023
Those we love remain with us
for love itself lives on.
Cherished memories never fade
because a loved one is gone.
Those we love can never be,
more than a thought apart
For as long as there is a memory,
they will live on in our heart.
Loving you always. Missing you forever
Your loving family

T hite

In loving memory of Dick who passed away
September 29, 2023 and his son Dave who
passed away October 19, 2013.

Our destination is a place

far greater than we know
for some, the journey's quicker
for some, the journey's slow
And when the journey finally ends
we'll claim a great reward
and find an everlasting peace
together with the Lord.
Love the Hughes Family

In memory of our wonderful mother Ivy who left us
26 years ago, 1998

To a Good life comes a peaceful end

She died as she lived everyone friend
Upright and just in all her ways
Loving and Kind to the end of her days.
We saw her suffer, heard her sigh

We could do nothing but sit close by

We have lost but HEAVEN has gained
One of the best the world contained.

Remembering You Always
Jean, Mary, Sylvia, Charles, Phyllis and Ray

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM
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OBITUARY HELP WANTED

Wanted

$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues,
Rock, Pop, Fold, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For more
information: Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. Stratford/
226-972-5750

Wanted

A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes.
Phone 519-284-3774

Wanted to buy

All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.

Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

Are you downsizing or need an estate clean out? We can help.

Wanted

I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles.

Coca Cola, Pepsi or any pop company.

Brewery items - Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc.

Old radios and gramophones, wristwatches, pocket watches,
old fruit jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans and
signs - Red Indian, Supertest etc. Any small furniture.

If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact me -
519-570-6920.

Trees

Shade trees, Fruit trees, Apple, Pears, Peaches, Plums,
Sweet and Sour Cherries, Apricot, Nectarines, Blueberry,
Haskopp, Black Chokeberry, Grapes etc.

Lots of Spruce, Pine, Cedars for windbreaks and privacy
hedges, Sizes 1 to 6+.

Flowering shrubs and much more.

Come check us out Mon-Sat 7:00am - 6:00pm

Martin's Nursery 42661 Orangehill Road

Wroxeter (1 concession north of Wroxeter on Belmore Line)

For Sale

2 burial plots with deed, 2 vaults, gold cross certificate & me-
morial bronze marker located in Forest Lawn London. Today’s
prices $13,000 - $15,000. Priced at $5,900 for quick sale.
Please leave message 519-453-4917.

For Sale

2 1/2 yr old spade miniature female Dobermann Pinscher,
house trained, very friendly, make an offer. Henry Coblentz
519-773-2162

RUN YOUR CLASSIFIED
AD HERE FOR JUST $10

PER WEEK

SUDOKU ANSWERS

51823647119
917(3]5|2|1]|6|8]4
114161897 ]12]3]|5
715(1]14]|18[(2|3([9]6
219(411|3|6|5(|7]8
3|16(8]9|7[5]|1(4]2
413(5]6|1(8]|9(2]7
81219753461
611]7(2]14]19]8([5]3

Futtock

Vivian Jean Puttock (nee Mar-
tin) passed away peacefully
at Kingsway Lodge, St. Marys
on Sept. 23, 2024 in her 96th
year.

Predeceased by her beloved

| husband John “Jack” Sidney
Puttock (2001). Loving mother
of Rob Puttock (Lissa), Kathy
Iredale (Bruce), and Jean
McKinnon (Jon). Proud grandmother of Carrie (Adam
Parker), Ryan Puttock (Angie Caines), Joe Iredale
(Nichole), Jonathan Iredale, John McKinnon (Kather-
ine) and Jay McKinnon (Brittany). Great-grandmother
of Ava, Aiden, Zoey, Freya, Izzy, Alex, Nathan, Colton,
Ryder, and Lina. Also survived by nieces and neph-
ews. Vivian was born in Rodney, Ont. to the late Ar-
thur and Rhoda Martin. Also predeceased by her sis-
ter Anne Conlin. Former resident of Ridgetown, Vivian
and Jack moved to St. Marys in 1961.

Family and friends are invited to the ST. JAMES AN-
GLICAN CHURCH, 65 Church St. S. St. Marys, on
Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024 for visitation from 1 pm until
the Funeral Service at 2 pm with Rev. Diana Boland
officiating. Interment in St. Marys Cemetery. Recep-
tion to follow in the church hall. Memorial donations
would be gratefully accepted to the Heart & Stroke
Foundation, Canadian National Institute for the Blind
or charity of choice. Arrangements with the Andrew
L. Hodges Funeral Home, St. Marys (519-284-2820).
Online condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

THANK YOU

INeCurdly

| would like to thank the Kirkton-Woodham Optimist
Club for honouring me with the Citizen of the Year
award. A big thank you to Cliff Thomson for arrang-
ing the special evening and the delicious meal.
Thank you to the people who gave wonderful trib-
utes, they were very well spoken with some laughs,
and the two "Lucille" songs that were played were
just perfect.

Also, thank you to my family, friends and Optimist
members and their spouses for attending. It was
great to see so many people.

Thank you for the gifts, cards, emails and text mes-
sages that | received and to the people that offered
congratulations that night. | really appreciated all the
kindness. It will be a night | will always remember.

Sincerely, Lucille

GARAGE SALE!
MOVING SALE!

Things must go!
Sat. Sept 28 and Sun. Sept 29 8-noon

2804 Rd 134. Corner of Road 134 and Line 15, St Marys
Garden supplies, tools, furniture, and lots of stuff.

ChO-rEC h

.",,-' e I

HELP WANTED

We specidlize in Tool & Die, Custom Machining,
Prototypes, Jigs & Fixtures, Wire EDM, Specialty Machine
Building, CNC Mills, CNC Lathes

Cleaner - Part Time

Duties include but not limited to:

« General Cleaning Duties for our Office,
Shop Floor and Changerooms

Duties include but not limited to:

- Mopping

- Sweeping

- Garbage Removal

- Dusting

-  Washrooms

+ Cleaning Lunch Room - tables, floors,
counters

» Background Check required

- Evening/Weekend Hours Required
Monday - Friday after 6pm

Weekends — Optional if Needed

Please email resume to cass@echo-tech.ca with wage
expectations.

Happy Valley
‘ Family Health Team
HAPPY VALLEY FAMILY HEALTH TEAM
The Happy Valley Family Health Team is a dynamic team of
professionals including 11 Family Physicians, Dietitian,

Pharmacist, Mental Health Workers, Addictions Counsellor,
Nurses, Nurse Practitioners and administrative support.

We currently have an opening for:

FULL-TIME OR PART TIME REGISTERED
NURSE

This position requires the ability to multi-task in a fast
paced environment and excellent communication skills.

Please forward resume by October 14th 2024 to:
Happy Valley Family Health Team
Attention: Kimberly Lang, Executive Director
268 Maiden Lane
P.O.Box 1120
St. Marys, ON
N4X 1B7

stmmc@stmmc.ca
Thank you to all applicants who apply.
Only applicants selected for an interview will be contacted.

The Happy Valley Family Health Team welcomes and encourages applications
from people with disabilities. Accommodations are available on request for
candidates taking part in all aspects of the selection process.

Have you been affected by
someone else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU! Call for time and place.
1-800-706-9833 or App Available
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BUSI N Ess DI RECTO RY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER
RSN

S ERBERSHOP

T s
T e

YOUR ST. MARYS ON.
BARBERSITO”

108 QUEEN ST. E
macphersonsbarbershop.ca
226~661~0222

FIND 'S ANI BONIYK
ONLINE o f ¥

COMPUTERS

@ 519-949-9494
bscsltd@protonmail.com

BILL SCHNEIDER

COMPUTER SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

,@ 485 James St S, St Marys
cosTeactors tro. Email: mcc@quadro.net
|::“..:.:-

Ph: 519-349-2256

General Contracting - Design-Build (A-CAD)
Renovations - Additions - Doors & Windows & More!

CLEANING
wiewean -

CLEANING - 9
SERVICES . i

o DEEP CLEANING —x a
o REGULAR CLEANING
« MOVE OUT/MOVE IN
o RESIDENTIAL )

* AIRBNB
o POST PARTY

BOOK NOW

SERVICE.U.CLEAN@GMAIL.COM

Contact Us:
226-880-0281

437-235-3520

DISPOSAL
[ Robson |

Scrap Metal

Open 8to0 4:30
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206-211 Carling St.
St. Marys

@ DIAMOND

: DISEP0OSAL

BIN RENTAL OR FULL JUNK REMOVAL
519-284-2221

www.diamonddisposal.ca
info@diamonddisposal.ca

A
EAVESROUCH

519-701-8838

aa\ruslrwghﬁ sure-seal.ca
Seamless Eavestrough
Steal and Aluminum
Gutter Guard - Heavy Built
Fascia - Soffit - Trim Bending
Mare

WES BENNETT - ST. MARY'S ONT

ELECTRICAL

TForMaN FLECTRIC LTD.

AESIDENTIAL = COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL = INDUSTRIAL

+

BACK-UP GENERATOR SYSTEMS
Work with someone
your know you can trust!

519.284.0833

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL,
INDUSTRIAL & AGRICULTURAL

(B) Contact 1 Todey ar Visit Us ouline [§3
519-301-8411 = stonetownelectric.ca

Hughes

ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS

GREAT SERVICE
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
EXPERT KNOWLEDGE

Full Service Electrical Solutions
226-921-1739

info@hugheselectricalsolutions.com
[ECRA/ESA# 7016671

HVAC

FoamaN FLECTRIC LTD.

——

@RS WORK « HEAT PUMPS -
DUCTLESS SPLITS « AR CONDITIONERS +
HOT WATER HEATERS + FURNACES

Wark with someons

yodr konow youl can trust!

519.284.0833
5t. Marys

MORTGAGE

REAL ESTATE

AMIE
SHACELETON

AMIE SHACKLETON
Maortgage Agant

519.949.1226
amia@amieshacklaton com
www.amieshacklaton. com

RIIX Ton et to ;‘,’ﬂ?,-’
|| Y |

PLUMBING

¢ CUBBERLEY

\{f) Plambing, Heating & Air Consiliening

5T MARYE
519-348-2420
Senire joten darn Fasmil'y in Fawns simee 1979

NEED A PLUMBER?

Call Joel Drinkwalter

* Water treatment installation and repairs * Softeners
* Iron Filters * Reverse Osmosis Units * Plumbing
Repairs * Bathroom Renovations

Cell: 226-880-0501 * Office: 519-284-4217

INSURANCE

st Marys Insurance Group Inc

Offering Insurance Services for:

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL,
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS,
TRANSPORTATION & MORE!

Give us a call today!

199 Elgin StE - St. Marys ON - 519-284-1900
inquiries@stmarysinsurance.ca

blgsher

e
AR DTl L .
P 7. B e M
4 | T R
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REAL ESTATE

Liz Yundt,

qutm“p, Realtor
T will always do §
my abselufe best R
for you!

Cell: 519-272-9017

lizyundt@sutton.com

LUCIE STEPHEEHS

SHLES REPRESENTATIV

019-703-0333

RE/MAX i:247.%
SOLD |

PEAK:

%

SELECT REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
163 Queen St. E

OFFICE: 519-284-4646 A peakselectrealty@gmail.com

Sue Fowler 519-272-6961 - Broker/Manager

Sue Fulop 519-281-4543 - Broker

Home & Company

EEAL FETATE

Toni McLean Sales Representative

519-274-1120 direct
245 Downie St, Stratford, NSA 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

LIST WITH CHRIS!

o~ L JINHOHH

Q., ROYAL LEPAGE

. D]

M_ Chris Evans, Broker
Hiller Realty Brokerage

100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101

listwithchris@wightman.ca

/ Eric Miller

“ Mabile Mortgope Speciofist
I26-971-5248

e millken@vhc com

Mortgage advice
for your new home.

LANDSCAPING
Linda Vamdevmalen,
Landscape Artist

Weeding, Mulching, Leaf Raking,
Transplanting small plants

519-276-7712

_SEAMSTR

Stonetown Alterations

Professional Seamstress

Ingrid Voermans
www.stonetownalterations.ca
stonetownalterations@gmail.com

519-703-2007

TAKE OUT
SKIPPY:

PIZZ2A
519-284-1864
Mondays CLOSED Friday and Saturday 11-10

Tuesday to Thursdays 11-9 Sundays 3-8

118 QUEEN STREET, ST. MARYS

WATER TREATMENT

medinasdit

4
ey WETER TREATHER' T

Sales - Service - Rentals
Call Dave at
519 349 2040 Waterite

Better Ways For Senlors Litd.

DIGNITY
moerenoence | (519) 868-3021
PERSONAL CHOICE i

The sefnicrs you Secd

0 you ean keep living T e

1 your oam O | o Better iy aFir Eanion som
Tt as fong an penailslal (i i

CLEANING

Spotless Cleaning Plus

Office & Residential

St. Marys and Surrounding Area

Sheila Leblanc
5l9-630-2665

"h 0
@potless@wnteme.com
= Calloremail foran

h
Lﬁ: E_'il}-’;J appointment today

TREE SERVICE

JOEL'S TREE SERVICE
919-272-5742

www.joelstreeservice.com
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RESERVATIONS STARTING

OCTOBER 22ND!
@M&lx\/ (e &2 BEDROOM CONDOS AVAILIABLE

IN ST MARYS STARTING AT $379,900

BOOK AN APPOINTMENT TO VISIT OUR SALES
OFFICE AT 342 ERIE ST, UNIT 108, STRATFORD, ON

¢ ) O S SCAN THE BARCODE TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT
N D

A=,  OR CALL US AT 519-275-5020 - LIMITED SPOTS
A % AVAILABLE!

POL QUALITY HOMES

EST. 1998 =mmm———————

Seoin (L

REAL ESTATE
519-275-5020

a-b REALTY LTD
BROKERAGE

Y W|LDGU¥ TANYA EA
OME SELECTIONS SALES RERRESENTATIVE SARESIREPRESENTATIVE

BUY 1 GE’T 1 5 O %

oSlacked |[Eitasa
Buy 1 Entrée + 2 beverages & Get the 2nd Entrée 50% Off
Expires November 15th, 2024

PANCAKE 5& BREAKFAST HOUSE Valid at Stacked Stratford only

2nd Entree to be Equal/Lesser value. Offers cannot be combined.
Not valid on Stat. holidays. Valid on Dine-In only, Monday to

OPEN EVERY-DAY | 7 AM - 3 PM Thursday.

BUY 1 GE’T 1 5 O %
B Entree OFF
re,q a st Buy 1 Entrée + 2 beverages & Get the 2nd Entrée 50% Off

Expires November 15th, 2024
Valid at Stacked Brantford and Paris only

Not valid on Stat. holidays. Valid on Dine-In only, Monday to
Thursday.

BUY 1 G§T 1 5 o %
Entree OFF
Buy 1 Entrée + 2 beverages & Get the 2nd Entrée 50% Off

Expires November 15th, 2024
Valid at Stacked Brantford and Paris only

. 2nd Entree to be Equal/Lesser value. Offers cannot be combined.

. —_ : - ~ — J .
N NSOV S
b //:rr_/[ et Ko o o E . 2nd Entree to be Equal/Lesser value. Offers cannot be combined.

Not valid on Stat. holidays. Valid on Dine-In only, Monday to

Thursday.

_ BUY 1GET 1 o/
i ERtree 50 OFF

Buy 1 Entrée + 2 beverages & Get the 2nd Entrée 50% Off

Mon - Fri

Not valid on statutory holidays

Expires November 15th, 2024
-'.“| Ma el 7 = Valid at Stacked Brantford and Paris only

925 Ontario St, Unit No-5B, Stratford, ON, NSA 6W5 . Not vala on Sit holaye, Vald on Dine-i enl, Monday 1o

Thursday.
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STMARYSFORD

EMPLOYEE PRICING

ENDS SOON

**You pay what we pay.

t GETUPT{!

%*;

APR

Employee
Pricing

OnNow = . -' - -w=.  You pay what we pay.

Gt a M Huslan.q Ma.ch ‘:'I’rern -.u WIH'-up .n

1163

Ingludes $5,000 Federal (noontive ————

Employe.e - = L - Emplnyee Prlclng
P“‘ting" = .._  AN . » . On Now

OnNow. = "’ hi o You pay what we pay.
202k Bronca ' L { 5t 3034 Escaape Fug i Hytng —

50
ffh"aﬁve pay. 55 095 '“Tm'h‘rj - 2 99% St [ '2""&“"’""2"' ]

Low LOW financing on select models starting from, Bronco & Bronco Sport 2.99% , Escape 2.99% , F150 1.99% Hurry in!

BUILT M PROUD

YOU PAY WHAT WE PAY | www.stmarysford.com




