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A small gaggle of geese spent some time on the Nith River in New Hamburg recently, walking on thin ice and waiting for the ice to break up

as spring approaches.

100 Women Who Care Wilmot contribute
$10,000 to New Dundee batting-cage upgrades

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

With their latest $10,000 donation, 100
Women Who Care Wilmot are supporting
ball players in New Dundee and through-
out Wilmot Township, including those who
play with Wilmot Thunder Softball.

At the organization’s first meeting of the
year Feb. 19, each of the 100 members lis-
tened to presentations from several local or-
ganizations in need of financial support. By
the end of those presentations, they voted on

which organization and project they wanted
to support with their $100 donations — a col-
lective impact of $10,000.

“Our women group voted to support
Wilmot Thunder Softball,” 100 Women
Who Care Wilmot co-chair Angie Hallman
said. “When they did their presentation,
they talked about how what they would like
the funds for is to add a pitching machine
to the New Dundee ball diamonds because
there isn’t one there — there is a batting cage
but there isn’t an actual pitching machine.

... And one of the other things is they’re go-
ing to add lighting, which is phenomenal.”

The project being undertaken by Wilmot
Thunder Softball will not only provide an
enhanced space for players with the sports
organization to hone their skills later into
the evening and after dark in New Dundee,
it will also improve recreational infrastruc-
ture that can be enjoyed by everyone in the
community and elsewhere in Wilmot.

“This contribution will provide children
with opportunities to develop their skills,

Continued on page 2

EZT budget
likely to be
approved

No delegations at last
week’s public meeting
LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Barring a major course change, East
Zorra-Tavistock Township’s 2025 budget
will be passed this week with a 6.95 per-
cent increase for ratepayers.

EZT’s next regular council meeting
will be held on Wednesday, March 19 at
7 p.m. where the document is expected to
receive final approval. Last week’s regular
council meeting included the opportunity
for residents to have their say on the doc-
ument. No one signed up to delegate and
there was no one in attendance looking to
ask questions or comment.

“We are now in a public meeting to dis-
cuss the 2025 budget. Does any member
of the public wish to address council re-
garding this budget? Not seeing any, we
will reconvene and close the public meet-
ing,” said Mayor Phil Schaefer.

All council agendas, minutes and re-
corded livestreams are available on the
township’s website but there was no spe-
cific communication to the public regard-
ing the budget process through social me-
dia or email.

“Firstly, the township does post an agen-
da summary on social media a day or two
prior to the meeting. Unfortunately, the
summary for the latest meeting was not
posted, and I apologize for the oversight,”
Schaefer said.

In fact, four of the last seven EZT coun-
cil meetings were not previewed on social

Continued on page 3
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100 Women Who Care Wilmot contribute $10,000 to New
Dundee batting-cage upgrades

Continued from page 1

build confidence and foster a love for
the game,” said Wilmot Thunder ex-
ecutive Ryan Roth in a press release.
“These funds will help add a pitching
machine at the batting cages in New
Dundee, replace machines at other
venues and install lighting, ensuring
a safe and reliable space for athletes
to practice even after sunset. This
generosity helps create a more inclu-
sive, well-equipped environment for
young athletes.”

Similar to its brother organiza-
tion, 100 Men of Wilmot Who Give
a Damn, 100 Women Who Care
Wilmot hosts quarterly meetings
where members each donate $100 to
a local organization selected by the
group as a whole. Each member’s
$100 donation plays a crucial role
in providing resources that benefit
youth in the community.

Hallman said this is the first local
minor-sports organization she can
remember that has received funding
support from 100 Women Who Care
Wilmot.

The next 100 Women Who Care
Wilmot meeting is scheduled for
May 21 with meetings on Aug. 20
and Nov. 19 to follow. For more in-
formation and to join as a member,
visit www.100womenwilmot.ca.

6 TAP

Neighbours helping Neighbours
since 2009

Tavistock Assistance Program

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
March 25th @ 7:00 pm

Tavistock Missionary Church
77 Mogk Street
Tavistock, Ontario
NOB 2RO

‘ T AP BOARD

MEMBERS
Neighbours helping Nj‘ngrebfouog NEEDED

Are you passionate about your work and looking to
apply your skills and talents in a meaningful way?
The Tavistock Assistance Program is a registered
Canadian Charity designed to provide immediate
assistance to those in need.

Board members are responsible for supporting the
Program Director in delivering our mission & vision
to the community.

www.tapisforyou.com/board-application/

WORKING
FOR YOU!

SERVICES WE PROVIDE

Passports

Citizenship and
Immigration Service Canada

Canada Pension Plan

Canada Revenue Agency
Veterans Affairs
Employment Insurance

ARPAN KHANNA

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT for OXFORD
2 AGPARLGC.CA

ON ST #4. WOODSTOCK, ON M45 741

'

(PHOTO COURTESY OF 100 WOMEN WHO CARE WILMOT)

100 Women Who Care Wilmot presented a cheque for $10,000 to representatives from Wilmot Thunder Softball in support of their efforts to improve
the batting cages in New Dundee and elsewhere in Wilmot township.

Maximize your
return.

®
&%

Conservative o
Advice for .
Intelligent 4
Decisions Donna L. Hinz

Franklin E. Hinz

196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4
519-273-1633 franklinehinz.com

r

Proudly serving )
C1S Vilmottownship and
compLETE TREE  greg fOr OVEr 25 years

SERVICE

N.H. INC.

Call the Snow Pros

519-662-6198 treefellar@netflash.net
Now Accepting New Clients Call me for a quote

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

CONTACT SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR SHARONBLEIS@GMAIL.COM




The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

EZT budget likely to be approved

Continued from page 1

media. Schaefer said while he can’t ex-
plain the lack of engagement by residents,
he welcomes the public to make their voic-
es heard.

“Obviously, more resident engagement
is better than less engagement. 1 cannot
speculate on why no public delegations
were requested. As you are aware, the
meetings are now livestreamed, so phys-
ical presence is not required to follow the
meeting.”

From a staff viewpoint, CAO Karen
DePrest explained the township has never
made it a practice to launch social-media
campaigns regarding the budget process.

“Instead, staff prepare a budget timeline
report annually that lays out the dates and
timelines for presentation, special meet-
ings and public meetings related to the
budget. This year, there were two council
reports specifically providing dates and
timelines.”

DePrest added there is no requirement
in the Municipal Act as to how the budget
process is conducted, but Section 290 of
the act lays out what and how the budget
is prepared.

“In fact, by holding the public meeting
as an opportunity for ratepayers to com-
ment and provide feedback, the township
is going beyond its statutory require-
ments. All municipal council meetings
are open to the public and, as the mayor
indicated with EZT’s most recent move to-
ward livestreaming, recording and hybrid
participation, our meetings are fully acces-
sible to be participated in, attended by, or
simply viewed at any time by any member
of public who wishes to know about the
business of their township not only at bud-
get time but throughout the year.”

The township currently has three-plus

staff members who are responsible for
communicating information as part of
their other tasks. The Gazette asked each
elected official in EZT for their thoughts
on if ratepayers could be better informed
on issues having major implications on
ratepayers. No one responded by press
time.

The mayor explained the feedback he
has received to date has been mixed.

“I have spoken to people regarding this
year’s budget. Some were not in favour
of a tax increase, any tax increase for that
matter. Some were content with the fact
that the township is planning for the future
by setting aside funds for our future plans
and that, above all else, we remain in a
strong financial position.”

The Gazette asked Schaefer if he felt the
timing was right for EZT to look at hiring
someone to assist with external communi-
cations to keep the public better informed.

“I think our team does a good job of com-
municating. No system is perfect. As you
have been advocating, we could consider
expanding our staffing to include commu-
nications staff, with a significant corre-
sponding cost to the taxpayer. Whether we
have a dedicated communications team or
have existing staff handle it, one element
that is essential is fair and unbiased media
coverage.”

The budget includes some money to be-
gin the planning stage for a new Hickson
Fire Hall proposed to be built in 2026.
Deputy mayor Brad Smith said he’s been
getting some pushback on the proposal
from residents.

“My comment to the constituent is we’ve
pushed this off long enough. I’'m confident
this is a good thing for our community. I'm
confident there is a dollar value available
in selling the old building at the end of the
day.”
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EZT council shelves funding request from TCHI

Non-profit owners of Tavistock medical ofﬁce have lofty fundralsmg goal of $500,000

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Tavistock Community Health Inc.
(TCHI) is looking to raise $500,000 for
much-needed renovations to the village’s
medical centre but came away emptyhand-
ed after last week’s East Zorra-Tavistock
(EZT) Township council meeting.

The non-profit group owns and oper-
ates the building but is not involved in the
day-to-day activities of the tenants, who
are the physicians. In the end, council
voted to receive the open-ended funding
request as information and took no action
on the donation ask. TCHI board chair
Frank Meconi detailed the many upgrades
needed at the facility, including the need
to have it fully accessible, but didn’t of-
fer a specific funding amount for TCHI’s
request.

“The rooms there aren’t accessible for
wheelchairs. The doors are too narrow. To
say we are going to be able to afford to
update all the rooms ... (is) not going to
happen because it’s an expensive ticket so
we are going to tackle a few rooms at the
present time.”

Meconi added the centre’s aging exam-
ination-room beds need to be replaced to
make them accessible.

“They aren’t cheap. Anything medically
related does not come with a small price
tag. It will be a start on making the clinic
more accessible for everybody.”

The bathroom in the waiting room area
is also in need of an automatic door, and he
explained some of the aging infrastructure
must be upgraded. Meconi said the group
is using a phased-in approach.

(LEE GRIFFI PHOTO)

Tavistock Community Health Inc. is looking to raise $500,000 for much-needed upgrades to
the building, including making it more accessible. Board chair Frank Meconi recently asked
East Zorra-Tavistock Township for a donation but went away empty-handed.

“Renovation plans are complete and you
will soon see changes happening at the
clinic. While the renovations were being
finalized, the building generator failed
when the power was interrupted in the
fall of 2024. Parts were no longer avail-
able. The generator had to be replaced and
will now allow the clinic to keep its vital
and expensive vaccines and medicines at
the required temperatures and power the
entire facility to allow the doctors and
staff to carry on business when hydro is
interrupted.”

The rooftop HVAC unit is 30 years old,
eight years past its best-before date and
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parts are no longer available.

“Unlike the furnace in a home that could
be replaced as soon as the next day, it will
take two-and-a-half to three months for a
replacement unit for the clinic to be deliv-
ered and installed. It has been ordered,”
Meconi said.

A new roof is also imminent and while
TCHI has some reserves, they will be de-
pleted to start the renovation and pay for
the generator and HVAC unit.

“We need to replace the reserves for the
future,” added Meconi.

Deputy mayor Brad Smith asked if the
township donated back in 2002 when

TCHI was formed and took over the build-
ing’s ownership from the physicians there
at the time, thanks in large part to a suc-
cessful fundraising campaign. That answer
could not be provided by Meconi or staff.

Township CAO Karen DePrest said EZT
has not been in the business of handing out
community grants for several years.

“The township’s practice of not making
donations on behalf of ratepayers to char-
itable organizations or fundraising events
is longstanding. I don’t know if it dates
back to 2002, but I can look into that to
see whether, historically, we’ve ever done
that.”

DePrest added before and during her
time at EZT, the township has taken the
approach that council let ratepayers decide
on their own where they want their dona-
tions to go.

“l definitely appreciate TCHI coming
forward,” said Coun. Steven Van Wyk. “If
we were going to look at donating taxpay-
er money, I think that is a larger discussion
to have. Do we want to be doing that as a
council and how much do we want to set
aside? I think that’s a larger discussion if
we want to go down that road.”

DePrest noted EZT previously ran a
grant program with a value in the neigh-
bourhood of $6,000.

“It was strictly for charitable operating
expenses. We were in the process of elimi-
nating it when I started here in 2019.”

She pointed out that if council was to
pledge the entire $500,000 to TCHI, the
impact would be an additional 6.43 per-
cent tax increase on top of the proposed
6.95 per cent.

Continued on page 5
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The formation of TCHI to purchase the
building over 20 years ago was a response
to difficulties recruiting new physicians to
the practice since any new doctor would
have to lay out money to become a part
of the team. Meconi explained that being
able to offer a more modern building is
key to future recruitment.

“There are four family doctors in the
clinic who have approximately 5,700 pa-
tients. In their search for another doctor,
(they) are telling our board that a more
up-to-date, modern and accessible facility
would go a long way in attracting a new
physician to the clinic,” Meconi said. “A
new family doctor could add approximate-
ly 1,000-1,500 patients from the commu-
nity and area.”

Mayor Phil Schaefer asked, point blank,
what TCHI was specifically asking for.

“A very generous donation,” said

Meconi. Schaefer asked if there was a spe-
cific dollar figure in mind.
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“We could name it the East Zorra-
Tavistock Medical Centre if you wanted to
write a cheque for $500,000,” said Meconi.
“We would give you naming rights for a
set period of years. I didn’t come prepared
with an amount, it’s whatever you feel is
representative of the township.”

TCHI has a pair of fundraisers scheduled
to date. One is a charity barbeque on June
13 and the other a golf tournament at River
Vally near St. Marys on June 19. Meconi
added a brochure asking the community
for help will be distributed to residents of
Tavistock and the surrounding area in the
near future.

“That’s how we are hoping to raise the
bulk of the money, through the generous
support of commercial businesses and in-
dividuals,” Meconi said.

When TCHI purchased the building in
2002, they managed to fundraise a total of
$1.4 million from corporate and individual
SpOnsors.
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Annual Wellesley township Backyard BBQ to
return to Bill Gies Recreation Centre

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Though there is a desire among Wellesley
councillors to host the township’s annu-
al Backyard BBQ community event in a
different community in the township each
year, event logistics has landed this year’s
Backyard BBQ back at the township’s
new recreation complex in the Village of
Wellesley.

At their March 11 council meeting,
councillors voted to host the event at the
Bill Gies Recreation Centre, also known
as the Township of Wellesley Recreation
Complex, which was the venue for the an-
nual community summer event combined
with a grand-opening ceremony for the
recreation complex itself last June. For
this year’s event, township staff present-
ed a number of other venue options, each
with their own limitations.

“There are notable restrictions to host-
ing an event this size at some of the town-
ship-owned recreation facilities — facilities
on a septic system or facilities with limited

parking,” deputy clerk Amy Harron told
council. “We did look at the township ad-
ministration office; there are also some
restrictions around parking and kitchen
facilities and indoor space, and items that
create additional expense including porta-
ble-toilet rentals, table-and-chair rentals,
and fencing to secure items like our fuel
system and our generator.”

Prior to last year’s event at the new rec-
reation complex, the Backyard BBQ in
2023, 2022, 2019 and 2018, as well as
the Canada 150 celebrations in 2017, was
held at the Wellesley township office in
Crosshill. While that facility was consid-
ered for this year’s event, it was deemed
not to have sufficient parking, indoor
space in case of rain or washrooms, among
other issues.

Other venues considered included the
Linwood, St. Clements and Hawkesville
community centres, however they too
were listed as having limitations with ei-
ther parking, accessibility, indoor space
and washrooms, or a combination of all

three. In Linwood, the community centre
would also not be able to host fireworks
and in St. Clements, Harron said a larger
number of residents would be impacted by
the noise associated with a fireworks dis-
play and live music.

“The way I see it is that it moves from
community to community,” Coun. Derek
Brick said. “I think what we had in
Wellesley last year was really good; we had
a lot of people who were in the community
that could walk down and be part of it. I
think the ones we’ve had at the township
office are good, but they’re maybe a little
inaccessible for some people. So, my sup-
port would be to rotate it from community
to community over a three-year basis.”

“I actually thought that moving it from
community to community would be the
best option, but after looking at (the staff
report), I kind of think it makes sense to
keep it at the Wellesley rec complex just
for ease and also for cost because you
don’t have to rent anything,” Coun. Lori
Sebben said.

Ultimately, the rest of council sided with
Sebben on hosting the 2025 Backyard
BBQ at the Wellesley recreation complex
but asked staff to poll those who attend
this year’s event to determine what their
preferred venue might be for future years.

Councillors also discussed what the
food at this year’s event should be. Harron
presented two options — either simple bar-
becue food like hamburgers and hotdogs
provided at a lower cost with support from
local service clubs, or the more expensive
option for attendees, food trucks. While
the 2023 and 2022 Backyard BBQ events
included food trucks, last year’s event was
a cash barbecue and that was council’s
preference for this year’s event.

Harron and township CAO Rik
Louwagie said staff will take council’s
direction and begin planning for the event
in earnest. This year’s Backyard BBQ is
being planned for Friday, June 20. More
details will be released as they become
available.

Oxford County raises the cost of garbage to $3 per

bag beginning Jan. 1, 2026

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Oxford County council turned down
a one-dollar hike in the cost of a bag of
garbage at its last regular meeting, but it
was back on this week’s agenda thanks to
a motion by South-West Oxford Mayor
David Mayberry.

Council voted to increase the cost of put-
ting a bag of garbage on the curb to $3,
a 50 per-cent increase. The recorded vote
was 7-3 and the increase takes effect Jan.
1, 2026.

East Zorra-Tavistock Mayor and coun-
ty councillor Phil Schaefer and council-
lors Bernia Martin, Katie Grigg, Brian
Petrie, Mark Peterson, Mayberry and Jim
Palmer voted in favour of the motion.
Jerry Acchione, Connie Lauder and Chris
Parker opposed it. Lauder replaced Deb
Tait while Parker sat in for Tillsonburg
Mayor Deb Gilvesy. Grigg took the spot
normally held by Warden Marcus Ryan.
All three regular councillors were away
for the March break.

Schaefer voted against the original mo-
tion that would have seen a $1 increase in
May, but this time around, he backed it.

“I’ll support the increase to $3 at the
present time, but I think we may be ex-
hausting the public’s eagerness to accept
further increases. We can’t reward peo-
ple’s efforts to cut down on the number
of bags they put out by charging them an
ever-increasing amount for the ones they
must put out.”

Revenue through the bag-tag program
has only increased by 5.5 per cent over the

(GRANT HAVEN MEDIA PHOTO)

Placing a bag of garbage on the curb anywhere in Oxford County will cost $3 per bag be-
ginning Jan.1, 2026. County council approved the increase by a 7-3 recorded vote. East
Zorra-Tavistock Mayor Phil Schaefer was one of the seven councillors to vote in favour of

the move.

last five years despite a 10 per-cent rise
in the number of households in Oxford
County. Schaefer said it’s a sign people are
reducing the amount of garbage they send
to the landfill.

“The argument has been made that when
we start the organic collection, a resident

. will have reduced bag-tag usage and
even with the higher price, their costs may
not increase at all. But if our bag tag rev-
enue flattens or even goes down because
of this, we end up in the same position we

are now.”

Schaefer said to reduce the number of
tags purchased, people may start to use
larger garbage bags and fill them right to
the top. He added many residents simply
won’t be able to reduce the number of tags
they use.

“We have to think of these people as
well. I personally believe it’s inevitable
the time will come where we will need a
hybrid system of bag tags and the (tax)
levy to pay for waste, but I don’t think

this is the time. The reason I say that is we
are at a time when our reserves are being
depleted and the cost of organic recycling
will be hitting the levy in two years.”

The green-bin program will start in
the City of Woodstock and Township of
South-West Oxford in early 2026, but not
until May of 2027 in the other Oxford
municipalities of Blandford-Blenheim,
East Zorra-Tavistock, Norwich, Ingersoll,
Tillsonburg and Zorra.

County staff presented a report at the
previous council meeting that forecasted
a continued deficit in the bag tag program
if rates were not increased. The end result
would have been an increase in the tax
levy of close to two per cent.

Acchione, the mayor of Woodstock who
also sits on county council, said he would
rather see the county move to a hybrid sys-
tem to encourage people to use one bag to
recycle more in addition to utilizing the
upcoming green-bin system.

“I think it is a burden on everyone.
Those who abuse and use the system will
ultimately pay for it. I would consider a
$3 bag tag if we had one or two bags un-
tagged. I don’t want to use the word free as
I realize there is no free system.”

He added the cost to municipalities to
deal with illegal dumping might take a
jump once the fee increase takes effect.

“It is only going to get worse. I’d like
to think that if people could but a bag out
with no tag, it would save staff a lot of
time, save the taxpayer a lot of money. For
those reasons, I won’t support any increase
at this time.”
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Perth County council continues whittling away at
draft 2025 budget

Council asks staff to bring back $284,000 in proposed cuts to reduce tax rate to 10 per cent

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Though they couldn’t come up with
much in the way of cuts to the draft 2025
budget on their own, several Perth County
councillors have asked staff to bring back
at least $284,000 in potential line-item
cuts to bring the proposed tax increase
down from just over 11 per cent to 10 per
cent.

At the March 6 Perth County council
meeting, staff presented a report with an-
swers to questions about the draft budget
councillors asked at the last county council
meeting or submitted to staff since then.
The intent of the report was to identi-
fy further cuts to the budget to make the
overall impact on county ratepayers more
affordable.

“I feel that there are some areas that can
be lowered; I’'m not looking to kick things
down the road,” Coun. Rhonda Ehgoetz
said. “I’'m looking to have our budget a
little closer to some of the actuals. One of
them I’ll pick on ... it’s in planning. Our
technical services doubled (from last year);
it went from $22,000 to $44,000. Why?
Does it have to be that high? Another one
is in the clerk’s (budget); professional de-
velopment went from $8,000 to $13,000.
Why? Do we all have to go to the confer-
ences? Do we have to have 10 of us there
standing in front of the minister? I don’t
think we do.

“Those are the kinds of things I’m more
looking for to be closer to our actual (costs
in 2023). ... There’s nothing to say we are
going to kick it down the road. If we are
going to take it out of the budget, it doesn’t
mean it’s going to automatically come
back the following year. ... As a business
owner ... [ don’t have someone to hand off
that I need an extra $10,000 next year. ... I
have to figure out how do that myself ... to

make that money. I find it far too easy here
to come up with the figures and just hand
it off to the taxpayer. Not everybody can
afford this. There are an awful lot of peo-
ple who cannot afford this repeat adding
on and adding on and adding on.”

At the beginning of the budget dis-
cussion March 6, the draft budget had a
proposed levy increase of 13.11 per cent
which, inclusive of 1.77 per cent growth
to the county taxbase last year, meant the
proposed tax rate was 11.34 per cent. For
the owner of an average MPAC-assessed
home in the county with a 2016 value of
$282,000, that would mean an increase by
$103.32 to the county portion of their an-
nual property tax bill.

Ehgoetz, who is also mayor of Perth
East, argued the county tax-rate increase
on top of lower-tier tax-rate increases is
making life harder for property owners
in the county. In Perth East, for example,
where the average assessed home is val-
ued at $321,000, the owner would see an
increase in their lower-tier tax rate by 4.85
per cent or just over $69 for the year, while
their county taxes would go up by nearly
$118. With an education tax rate of about
16 per cent in Perth East, that property
owner would see their tax bill increase by
a total of just over $187.

In an effort to try and reduce the coun-
ty’s part of that increase, Ehgoetz recom-
mended several cuts of line items in the
2025 CAO budget including a new admin-
istrative assistant to the CAO at a cost of
just over $52,000, a process review and
efficiency projects at a cost of $20,000,
the development of a communications
strategy at a cost of $30,000 and another
$30,000 for corporate communications.

Of her four suggestions, only the remov-
al of the corporate-communications line
item received support from the majority
of council, resulting in a decrease to the
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proposed tax rate by 0.07 per cent, from
11.34 per cent to 11.27 per cent.

Coun. Bob Wilhelm also recommended
the removal of $75,000 in facility audits
from the 2025 capital budget, which coun-
cil did support. However, because capi-
tal projects are funded through reserves,
grants and funding sources outside of the
tax levy, it did not impact the overall tax
rate for 2025.

While Ehgoetz’s motion to have staff
bring back a report outlining potential fur-
ther cuts to the draft budget with the goal
of getting the tax rat down to 10 per cent
was ultimately successful, several council-
lors expressed frustration with the notion
of whittling down that percentage to what
might be perceived as a more-palatable
number for residents.

“I think we have a habit of getting fixated
on percentages all the time,” Coun. Walter
McKenzie said. “Percentage is peanuts;
look at the dollar value. ... You’ve got to
compare apples to apples, I think. We can
certainly look at neighbouring municipali-
ties, (one of which) has an increase of 3.63
per cent, which works out to $130.48 per
household (this year). Another municipal-
ity was a 6.03 per-cent increase. It works
out to $309 per household. At 11.3 per
cent, it’s $103, so you’ve got to compare
numbers. I think percentages is very mis-
leading. You look at the dollar value and
then make your decision from there.”

While Coun. Hugh McDermid said he’d
like to see the tax rate reduced to 10 per
cent for the sake of the taxpayers, he cau-
tioned council around the dangers of kick-
ing budget items down the road, and said
council doesn’t want to become the next
Wilmot Township, which began budget
deliberations for this year at a whopping
51 per-cent levy increase to tackle an out-
of-control, long-term infrastructure deficit.

“l believe in, fundamentally, an

organization that fulfills its responsibilities
and is effective and efficient,” Coun. Todd
Kasenberg added. “Sometimes, those two
‘E’ words kind of conflict with each oth-
er because we can imagine a larger spend
and a bigger scope of services. I think,
fundamentally here, we have to remind
ourselves that we’re a commissioned gov-
ernment that has responsibilities, many of
which are set out by provincial regulation
and statute. For us to be saying, ‘Oh, I
want it to be 10 per cent,’ or, ‘I want it to
be two per cent,’ this is ... not a particular-
ly valuable exercise. ... Would it make a
big difference just for the sake of finding a
round number?

“To me, that’s not the point. The point is
we must deliver a certain package of ser-
vices, and some of them we don’t have to
deliver. When you talk about $284,000 ...
you could easily take that out of economic
development because it’s not a statutory
service, but none of us have a strong de-
sire to do that. We can look at little bits
and pieces here and there, some of which
are not relevant to even the levy impact be-
cause it’s from the capital side of the led-
ger. We can continue to lean and, in some
cases, starve the statutory services, but I’'m
not in favour of that. ... Setting some kind
of target that is sort of picked out of the air
because somebody likes 10 instead of 11
or 12 doesn’t make any sense to me.”

County CAO Lori Wolfe said staff will
bring a report with potential cuts to the
draft budget at county council’s next meet-
ing on March 20. Wolfe also specified the
report will include dollar values for each
potential cut in addition to the percentage
impact on the levy, and staff will indicate
whether each potential cut would be per-
manent or if that line item would reappear
in a future budget.
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Perth County Paramedic Service meets all response-time
targets in 2024

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

For the first time since 2020, the Perth
County Paramedic Service met all of its
ambulance response-time targets in 2024.

At the March 6 Perth County council
meeting, paramedic services chief Mike
Adair presented the paramedic service’s
annual update, which included statistics
on ambulance response times in the coun-
ty across all six categories of calls for as-
sistance, which include vital signs absent
(VSA) and all five levels of the Canadian
Triage Acuity Scale (CTAS): resuscita-
tion (CTAS1), emergent (CTAS2), ur-
gent (CTAS3), less urgent (CTAS4) and
non-urgent (CTASS).

“The response-time performance plan is
a provincial mandate that all municipali-
ties have,” Adair said. “Since I’ve been
here, we haven’t changed any of our tar-
gets in the last five years. This year, we
met all of our targets with our new deploy-
ment plan with, also, one of our busiest
years we’ve had. Now, having said that,
there’s always a caveat. You’ll see in the
VSA category and CTASI, there’s higher
fluctuations, and we would expect that be-
cause the sample size is so low, it depends
on where those calls are.

“We do our best but we have a rural

system, so it’s going to take longer to get
ambulances to rural calls than sometimes
to the urban calls.”

According to last year’s statistics, Perth
County Paramedic Service’s 2024 re-
sponse-time targets are as follows:

*  paramedics responded to 54 per cent
of VSA calls within six minutes (the
target is to respond to 51 per cent of
VSA calls within six minutes);

* they responded to 71 per cent of
resuscitation calls within eight min-
utes (the target is 70 per cent);

* they responded to 83 per cent of
emergent calls within 10 minutes
(the target is 75 per cent);

* they responded to 93 per cent of
urgent calls within 14 minutes (the
target is 75 per cent); and

+ they responded 98 per cent of both
less-urgent and non-urgent calls
within 20 minutes (the target for
both is 75 per cent).

In 2023, the paramedic service only re-
sponded to 46 per cent of VSA calls within
six minutes; in 2022, they responded to 49
per cent of VSA calls within six minutes;
and in 2021, they responded to 47 per cent
of VSA calls within that time, missing the
target in each of the previous three years.
In 2021, the paramedic service also missed
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its target for resuscitation calls, respond-
ing to just 62 per cent of those calls within
eight minutes.

According to Adair’s report to council,
Perth County Paramedic Service does not
yet have access to local fire-department
data. As firefighters are often first on scene
for calls involving sudden cardiac arrest or
VSA, Adair indicated the paramedic ser-
vice is working with local fire services on
a data-sharing agreement to better reflect
true VSA response times.

Thanks in part to a program launched
late last year in partnership with the Huron
Perth Healthcare Alliance aimed at re-
ducing offload delay, the average time
between a patient’s arrival at hospital and
when paramedics fully transfer patient
care to hospital staff went down in 2024
after it increased steadily in 2021, 2022
and 2023.

“Offload delay is something that we
continue to focus on, as council is aware,”
Adair said. “We have implemented an off-
load-delay program that’s funded through
the provincial government and we’ve re-
applied for further funding for the next
year because we feel that it’s working. ...
It was implemented in December (2024).

“... We have noticed that throughout
last year, collectively, our hospitals have
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provided a quicker turnaround for ambu-
lances than in the past, and at our rural
hospitals, like in St. Marys and Listowel,
we saw a slight increase in terms of how
long our ambulances were at those facili-
ties, and we will continue work on that and
make sure we are as quick as possible.”

The Perth County Paramedic Service’s
target for transferring a patient to a hos-
pital’s care after arrival at an emergency
department is 30 minutes. In 2024, the
Perth County Paramedic Service spent the
equivalent of 25 12-hour shifts waiting at
St. Marys and Listowel hospitals beyond
the 30-minute target — up from the equiv-
alent of 15 12-hour shifts in 2023. The
paramedic service spent an equivalent of
59 12-hour shifts at the Stratford General
Hospital beyond the 30-minute target
during 2024, down from the equivalent of
77 12-hours shifts in 2023.

In total last year, the paramedic service
responded to 11,555 calls for service.
Over the past two years, Perth County
Paramedic Service has experienced a 6.8
per cent increase in call volume. Recent
changes made to the service’s deployment
plan resulted in a decrease by 32 per cent
in standby vehicle movement — approx-
imately 44,800 kilometres — while main-
taining response times.

WRCF.CA
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Gather 25 unites millions in worship, including
those at East Zorra Mennonite Church

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

A worldwide gathering of churches at the beginning of
March called Gather 25 brought together more than 7 mil-
lion people from 225 countries together online in a histor-
ic event of prayer, worship and community.

East Zorra Mennonite Church was among the 21,000
gathering groups that participated in the global event,
which aimed to highlight how faith is transforming lives
across continents.

From every part of the world, Christians joined to-
gether for worship, repentance and commissioning,

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)
Above, musical
groups at East
Zorra Mennonite
Church sing and
praise the Lord
during the Gath-
er 25 event held

recently at the
church.
Left, the Gather

25 list of events
for the East Zorra
church members
who participated
in the global gath-
ering during the
first weekend of
March.

demonstrating the power of collective faith.

A historic global moment

According to East Zorra event organizer Amy Yantzi,
the gathering was a milestone for the church.

“For the first time, technology and Al enabled a monu-
mental achievement,” said Yantzi. “There were live ses-

sions from across the world — including the United States,
New Zealand, Malaysia, Romania, Rwanda, the United
Kingdom and Peru — with words translated into eight
different languages in real time, extending the reach of
Gather 25 far beyond physical borders.”

ANNIVERSARY

Bill and Betty DeHaan

in Morningside New Hamburg
., March 12 1965
' 4

Despite challenging weather conditions, many gathered
at East Zorra Mennonite Church, beginning the event
with a community-prepared breakfast. Throughout the
day, participants took part in musical and creative activ-
ities, played board games and enjoyed a potluck dinner.

A full 25 hours of worship

The youth at East Zorra participated in the entire 25-
hour experience, watching hours of worship from around
the world. Some even fell asleep in the church pews under
the glow of the live broadcast stream.

Younger children joined in by dancing in the aisles to
worship music and creating a paper chain that wrapped
around the entire sanctuary, symbolizing how they are all
connected by God’s love.

The Wilmot-Tavistock

Gazette Weekly Quiz
By Stewart & Sydney Grant

1. What movie won Best Picture at the
2025 Oscars?

2. What is the birthstone for March?

3. Earth’s Inner core is composed of what
two substances?

4. Why were taxes introduced in Canada
in 19177

5. What year did Australia become a
nation?

6. What is the main ingredient in
traditional Italian pesto sauce?

7. In basketball, how many points is a
standard shot worth within the arc?

8. What is a baby kangaroo called?
9. What was the shortest war in history?
10.What day is St. Patrick’s day?

Answers found on the classified paoe

S0 Y’EARS LOOI{
GOOD ON YOU!

\%Del Yulsziis-,
“is lurning 80

CELEBRATE WITH US AT
THE NEW HAMBURG LEGION

OPEN HOUSE

SUNDAY, MARCH 23, 2025
1P.M.

ALL ARE WELCOME!
BEST WISHES ONLY

LEGION ADDRESS:
65 BOULLEE ST, NEW HAMBURG

JANUARY 19, 1973. -

-4 P.M.

Jn Loving VY {emouy of
JEREMY FRANK
BURCHATZKI

MARCH 15, 2005

g

LOVED FOREVER AND
REMEMBERED ALWAYS.
SOMETIMES WITH TEARS,
SOMETIMES WITH A SMILE
SOMETIMES WITH LAUGHTER
. BUT ALWAYS REMEMBERED

' AND FOREVER LOVED.

Mom (Carel V]ewev




The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Thursday, March 13, 2025 m

The Old Gazettes

By Sydney Grant

Slowly but surely, I'm reading
through the past pages of the Tavis-
tock Gazette (est. 1895). Within this
weekly column 1'd like to share with
you some of my findings.

March 4-11, 2015, Edition (10
years ago)

The National Kitchen and Bath
Association (NKBA) presented Deb-
bie Hammer Designs of Tavistock
with two awards for interior design
at their annual gala in Toronto on
Feb. 21, 2015. Hammer received top
honours for “Best Budget Kitchen”
and second place for “Small Kitch-
en” during the event at the Interna-
tional Centre. Eighteen awards were
handed out for categories including
small, medium and large kitchens
and baths, as well as contemporary,
traditional and transitional designs.

About 25 Grade 3 students at Ta-
vistock Public School received their
very own dictionary last Thursday
afternoon from the Tavistock Rotary
Club. Rotary Paul Harris and fellow
Eva McLaren handed out the books
and sat with the students to explain
the work of the Rotary Club locally
and internationally. The object of
the Rotary Dictionary Project is to
provide third-grade students with a
dictionary of their very own that will
serve them at least through elemen-
tary and middle school.

Four outstanding local cheese-
makers have garnered nominations
for this year’s prestigious Canadi-
an Cheese Grand Prix. Local en-
trants, among hundreds of competi-
tors from across Canada, are Bright
Brand Cheese & Butter, Gunn’s Hill
Artisan Cheese, Local Dairy Prod-
ucts and Mountainoak Cheese Ltd.
Cheesemakers from Canada’s east
to west coasts submitted 268 cheeses
in 27 categories for the ninth-annual
competition, with 81 finalists chosen
for the April 22, 2015 Gala of Cham-
pions in Toronto.

March 6-13, 1985, Edition (40
years ago)

Fred and Frances Currah, former-
ly of Sebringville, have taken over
as managers of the Arlington Hotel
on Woodstock Street North in Tav-
istock. The changeover was made
official on March 1. The owners,
Roy Schleuter and Doris Sittler, who
operated the motor hotel for the past
four years, have returned to St. Ja-
cobs’ Dominion Hotel.

Meaning the love of the circus,
Cirque Alexander, clown troupe ex-
traordinaire, performed for nearly
100 local youngsters in the Tavis-
tock library hall on Monday, March
11. The one-man, half-hour show
was filled to the brim with laughter
and merriment as Alexander (Paul
Hooson) tempted his audience with
foolish ideas, yet amazed them with
seemingly impossible tricks.

Fire destroyed a one-and-a-half-
storey barn at the farm of Barry
Raymer at RR 1, Bright, early last
Tuesday morning, March 5. Four fire
departments responded to the call at
Lot 20, Concession 16, of East Zor-
ra-Tavistock township. A neighbour
spotted the flames on his way to
work and alerted the Raymer fami-
ly. Hickson volunteer firemen were
summoned around 5:25 a.m. and,
in turn, called for assistance from
Innerkip, Tavistock and Plattsville
departments for water and pump ca-

pacity.
March 5-12, 1975, Edition (50
years ago)

At a meeting last week, the Metric
Committee of the Oxford Board of
Education decided the metric mea-
surements should be incorporated
into the primary schools starting
September 1975. The committee
wishes to drop the Imperial System
completely as it will only be in use
for the next two or three years. The
county mathematics curriculum is
already based on the assumption that
measurement in the early grades will
be metric, and this was approved last
fall.

TOWNSHIP OF
EAST ZORRA-TAVISTOCK

GRACE UNITED CHURCH

116 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock  Phone:
519-655-2151

All are welcome

Service led by Rev. Marilyn Arthur « Music by
Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Pastor Steve Hoffard

Church Office 519-655-2312 - trinitylcoffice@
gmail.com

www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE
Pastor Julie Ellison White
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581

Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am,
with coffee and fellowship to follow at T1am.
All ages Junior Sunday School will follow after

the service.
All are Welcome

Stream services online at www.tavis-
tockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario

Questions or Need Help? Text or Call: (519)
655-2413

tavistockbc.org
Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC

Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock

stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

WILMOT TOWNSHIP

ST GEORGE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
Corner of Waterloo St
and Byron St, New Hamburg
Weekly Sunday services at 10:15 am.
All are welcome.
https://www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com

St James Chapel of Ease

4339 Huron Rd Wilmot Township
All are welcome.
Rev Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com

St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212
Pastor Jim Brown

Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour
and sermon discussion.

All are welcome
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U13 Wolverines unbeaten through six playoff games

WILMOT-TAVISTOCK GAZETTE STAFF

thewtgazette@gmail.com

The U13 LL Navy Wilmot Wolverines
have been making steady strides this
season, earning an undefeated 6-0 re-
cord in the playoffs so far and securing a
well-earned spot in the next round of the
playoffs.

Their latest success came on March 7
and 8 with back-to-back victories, a 4-1
win followed by a dominant 10-0 perfor-
mance, showcasing the team’s growing
confidence and cohesion.

This achievement follows a challeng-
ing start, when the team recorded just
one win in their first eight games. Now,
through perseverance and teamwork, the
Wolverines have shown how dedication
can turn a season around.

Head coach Kevin Hall reflected on their
progress.

“I am incredibly proud of how far these
girls have come,” Hall told the Gazette.
“We started off slow, but every prac-
tice, every game and every challenge has
helped us grow into a stronger, more co-
hesive team.”

A key part of their story is the rapid
development of players new to the sport.
Notably, goalie Maddy Potvin, who had
never played hockey before, let alone
taken on the demanding role in net, has
stepped up with determination, embody-
ing the team’s commitment to learning and
improvement.

Beyond the ice, the Wolverines have
embraced innovative training methods,
including a home shooting challenge that
has helped refine their skills and boost
confidence. Their dedication is evident not
only in their performance but also in the

supportive environment they’ve built. The
players encourage one another, fostering
camaraderie and resilience that extend be-
yond the game.

Guided by their team mantra to be
“fierce,” the Wolverines remain focused
on finishing the season strong. As the play-
offs continue, they hope to build on their
momentum while inspiring their commu-
nity and future players with their effort
and determination.

MINOR SPORTS
SCOREBOARD

March 5 - U18 LL Navy Wilmot Wolverines defeat Grand

River Mustangs 2-0

A strong effort by Cheyenne Forler in between the pipes, aided by a good
defensive effort, helped the Wolverines end a mini slump with a shutout
win. Julie Baptie sniped the game’s first goal off the rush before Carley
Hall buried an insurance marker on a nifty cross-ice pass from Alex

Dubrick.

March 5 - U13 B New Hamburg Huskies defeat South Oxford

Storm 5-2

March 6 - U13 B New Hamburg Huskies defeat South Oxford

Storm 4-0

March 6 - U12 Minor A New Hamburg Huskies defeat St.

Thomas Jr. Stars 2-1

Goaltender Chase Thomas made 31 saves, the last of which being a
jaw-dropping glove stop with three seconds left to preserve the win. Elliott
Parsons and Reid Margettes scored the Huskies’ goals, while Jackson
Barber and Colton Bailey were great defensively, neutralizing the Jr. Stars’

high-end offensive talents.

March 6 - U18 New Hamburg Jr. Firebirds defeat Norfolk

Knights 7-0

March 7 - U13 LL Navy Wilmot Wolverines defeat Woodstock

Wildcats 4-1

Natalie Freitag had one of her best games of the season and was
rewarded with two goals and an assist. Aubrey Tottenham posted a goal
and an assist, while Alenka Puklicz had one goal and Zizipho Roth tallied
two assists. The Wolverines also turned in a strong, teamwide defensive

effort.

March 7 - U13 Rep Tavistock Titans defeat Norfolk Knights

3-2

Leading goal scorer Brandon Bast got the Titans on the board, while
rookie forward Mason Schwarz potted the team’s second goal of the
game. In overtime, a shot by Bast popped into the air and Greyson
Gillespie batted it out of mid-air and into the net for the game-winner. Anna
Bast had an assist and was praised for her tireless work ethic and penalty-
killing. Gillespie, Garrett Bell and Declan Koch also had helpers.

March 8 - U15 B Wilmot Wolverines (Van Den Berge) defeat

Ayr Rockets 9-1

In a win that clinched first place in their group, the Wolverines got well-
balanced scoring with eight different goal scorers. Grace Henderson led
the way with a pair of goals, including the game-winner, with individual
tallies from Lily Beavis, Morgan Boertien, Sydney Elrick, MacKenzie
Hallman, Kyla Kuntz and Marissa Myers. Ava Hackbart turned in a strong
goaltending performance to secure the victory.

March 8 - U18 BB Wilmot Wolverines defeat Waterloo

Ravens 1-0

In the second half of a double-header, the Wolverines battled through
exhaustion for a one-goal shutout victory. Hailey Brett scored the game-
winning goal on a beauty shot from the point off a faceoff with 13 seconds
left in the third period. Chloe Chan earned the shutout in goal.

March 8 - U15 LL Navy Wilmot Wolverines defeat Cambridge

Roadrunners 2-0

Hayden Tottenham, who has enjoyed a season of positive development,
opened the scoring with the eventual game-winning goal. Lillian Tonin,
who has also made big strides in her first year of hockey, had the assist.
Tonin also fired the game-winner in a 3-0 win on March 9. The ever-calm
Melanie Wilson buried on a breakaway, and goaltender Kiera DeMarco
made several stellar stops to secure the shutout.

March 8 - U13 LL Navy Wilmot Wolverines defeat Twin

Centre Hericanes 10-0

March 9 - U15 LL Navy Wilmot Wolverines defeat Cambridge

Roadrunners 3-0
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PJHL Roundup: Applejacks split first two, Firebirds

up one

LEE GRIFFI

Gagzette Correspondent

Brandon Abbot was one of the top
goalies in the Provincial Junior Hockey
League’s (PJHL) Doherty Division during
the regular season. The Waterloo native
has raised his game in the postseason and,
in doing so, is giving Wellesley a chance to
win every night.

The Applejacks swept the Dorchester
Dolphins in the first round and have split
the first two games in a semi-final series
with regular-season champion Norwich.
Abbot has played every minute for
Wellesley in the playoffs, posting a 1.81
goals-against average and a .947 save
percentage.

“Beyond the stats, it is his leadership
that cannot be fully measured until the
result of the game concludes,” said head
coach Derek Lebold. “He is vocal when he
needs to be in the dressing room and his
word carries a lot of weight with the boys
given his pedigree. It’s also his willingness
to battle for these guys. You can’t look at
the way he plays and leads by example and
not want to do everything in your power to

bring your best to the table to help him pull
out wins on any given night.”

Another highlight for the Applejacks has
been the play of Connor Doerbecker, who
leads the team in scoring with six goals
and a pair of assists. The Wellesley na-
tive scored twice in Game 2’s 4-2 win on
home ice with both markers coming in the
third period. The first tied the game and
the second was the game-winner. Luke
Schofield and Kian Harron also scored for
the Applejacks.

Lebold said the key for Doerbecker is
shooting the puck.

“He has an elite shot and knows how to
use it in different situations and areas on
the ice. The more he gets that shot off, the
more confidence will follow and continue
to build. He is another guy that our group
feeds off of with his energy and high level
of play, and I look forward to seeing that
continue.”

The Applejacks are playing their best
hockey of the season and are averaging
four goals per game after a regular season
where they scored just over three. Lebold
said his guys are focused.

“The boys have battled a lot of adversity

throughout the past couple of months and
these last two games were no exception,”
said Lebold. “We have a lot of resil-
ience within our room right now and that
is a very important component come play-
off time.”

The Merchants took Game 1 by a 2-1
count. Game 3 goes March 13 in Norwich
and Game 4 is set for March 15 in
Wellesley.

Firebirds take series lead over Navy
Vets

New Hamburg took a 2-1 series lead
over Woodstock thanks to a 4-2 home-ice
victory Tuesday night.

Goaltending was a big factor in Game
3 as New Hamburg put Josh Jacklin be-
tween the pipes and the move paid off as
the Listowel native kicked out 46 of the 48
shots he faced.

“He battled all night. We had a slow start
and didn’t play well in the first period, but
he kept us in it,” said head coach Shane
Gerber.

Owen Fischer continued his torrid scor-
ing pace in the postseason with three
goals. The Firebirds’ captain now has sev-
en goals and nine assists, good for a tie for

seventh in PJHL playoff scoring. Antonio
Pasqualino also scored for New Hamburg,
his sixth.

Game 4 is back in Woodstock and the
Olympic-sized ice at Southwood Arena.
Gerber said his team is very aware of the
advantage the Navy Vets have playing at
home.

“It’s been a totally different series. With
Tavistock, it was very tight checking and
there wasn’t much room. Woodstock is a
great skating team and they’re just flying
out there,” he said. “They know how to
play on that ice surface and we need to be
aware of where we are out there.”

He added while the team’s play has been
solid overall, he thinks he can get more out
of them.

“We’re getting results, but I still think
there is some room to grow. I’m hoping
they’ll find that next gear,” Gerber said.
“They’re going to need to at some point
but they’ve answered every time. It’s a
good group of kids; they all get along and
it stays pretty positive and that’ll get you
through some tough times.”

Dundee Country Club celebrates 55 years of golf and community

JOSH STEPHENS

Gazette Contributor

On July 13, Dundee Country Club will
celebrate a major milestone — exactly five
and a half decades of quality golf with a
wealth of enjoyment to go along with it.

Recognized as one of the best golf cours-
es in the region, Dundee has successfully
balanced a welcoming atmosphere with a
pristine golfing experience.

“Dundee is in the industry of fun. We
want people to feel comfortable. It’s al-
ways a great day at Dundee,” said general
manager Dan Schiller.

Founded during the golf course boom
of the late 1960s and early 1970s, Dundee
was constructed around the same time as
Conestoga Golf Club — both resembling
Westmount Golf and Country Club, but
without the exclusivity. In 1970, Tony
Matlock and 49 other investors each put
up $4,500, raising a total of $225,000 to
fund the purchase of land and construction
of the course. This sum was also adequate
to purchase all other necessary equipment
needed for the club.

Throughout the years, Dundee has
made several key adjustments to its course.
Hole 16, which originally featured a pond
that collected water drained from a nearby
farmer’s field, was modified in 2017.

“We had to add rocks to hold water and
now fill it by hand,” superintendent Ashley
Binkle said. “The split tongue of Hole 4
was removed due to maintenance chal-
lenges and replaced with a nursery green,
improving the course’s playability.”

In addition to course changes, Dundee
has undergone significant, non-golf-related

upgrades within the past 55 years. Binkle
helped design and construct the wedding
terrace, which overlooks the scenic pond

banquet halls into a space with four pro-
fessional simulators.
“If it’s raining, you can still come in

and features the Equinox fountain with a
backdrop of willow trees. The serene ven-
ue hosts between 10 and 25 weddings each
year. A recently renovated patio overlook-
ing the 10th hole also provides a tranquil
spot for golfers and guests alike.

The most recent recreation addition
to the club is a high-tech golf simulator
studio, transforming one of the former

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
Dundee Country Club’s lush fairways and scenic landscape have welcomed golfers for 55
years, offering a blend of challenge and charm for players of all levels.

and golf,” Schiller said, noting Bunkers
is open throughout the winter, ensuring
the community has a dedicated location
to hone their skills during the offseason.
“Just because it is winter does not mean
that you cannot golf.”

Dundee has also played a vital role in
expanding golf in the local community.
By creating a welcoming environment,

the club has fostered growth, especially
among juniors.

“We really encourage the juniors. ...
Golf teaches etiquette and manners,”
Binkle said.

Post-pandemic, the club has seen a rise
in new golfers.

“A lot of the same faces and a lot of
new. A lot of new friendships were made,”
Schiller said.

Many local school and university golf
teams have entrusted Dundee to host
their tryout process — just one example of
the more than 20 tournaments held each
season.

Looking to the future, Schiller envisions
Dundee continuing to evolve in the same
manner as the past 55 years, with ongoing
enhancements and new features to improve
the golfing experience. Binkle highlighted
the importance of the course as a sanctuary
for local wildlife, providing a safe haven
for species such as turtles, foxes, coyotes,
insects and various bird species.

They are committed to furthering their
efforts to protect and nurture the region’s
wildlife. Improvements are constantly be-
ing introduced to the patrons of Dundee
Country Club and this will remain the case
for the foreseeable future.

Dundee Country Club remains a vital
part of the community, offering a place for
families and golf enthusiasts to connect.

“We want your community to be in-
volved with our community,” Binkle said.

Whether a new or experienced golfer, or
someone who just wants to enjoy the beau-
tiful surroundings, Dundee has something
for everyone.
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Maple Tap Farm wins Elmira Maple Syrup Festival’s
Producer of the Year

GARY WEST

Gagzette Correspondent

Maple Tap Farm, located north of New
Dundee in Wilmot Township, has once
again been recognized for producing
award-winning maple syrup.

For the second consecutive year, Jennifer
and Andrew Sallans have been named the
Producer of the Year at the Elmira Maple
Syrup Festival. The Wilmot Township
couple remains humbled by the honour,
having now won the prestigious award
four times since 2016.

While in the midst of tapping their trees
and running pipelines through their maple
bush, the Sallans were informed of their
latest win. When asked what sets their ma-
ple syrup apart, Jennifer Sallan explained
the product is judged on colour, clarity,
sugar content and that signature “pure”
maple flavour.

Maple syrup production at their New
Dundee-area farm dates back to 1969,
when Jennifer Sallans’ grandfather first
started tapping trees. Now in its third gen-
eration, the farm’s legacy of excellence
continues.

Andrew Sallans’ late father, Wally,
passed down his knowledge of maple-syrup

production, having learned the craft from [—
his own father. This strong family tradition
highlights the importance of family farms
in Waterloo Region and beyond.

A growing operation

Maple Tap Farm taps 4,000 trees across
four different sugar bushes. With a high-
ly efficient boiler system, they also cus-
tom-boil sap for two neighbouring maple
producers, processing an additional 1,500
trees.

While many in the industry are con-
cerned about tariffs, Andrew Sallans says
their syrup is sold locally in Ontario.
Prices this year are $20 per litre for small-
er containers and $3.50 per pound in large
barrels.

To fuel their boiler and evaporator,
the couple burns 18 bush cords of wood
and recycles three tractor-trailer loads of
used-hardwood skids.

Open house invitation

Jennifer and Andrew Sallans invite the
public to their open house on March 15
and 16 to sample and take home some of
their award-winning maple syrup. =

e Address: 1654 Queen St., New

Dundee (near the New Dundee Golf
Course)
*  Website: www.mapletapfarm.ca

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)
The team behind Maple Tap Farm. Pictured from left are Jackson Cober, a Grade 12 co-op
student from Waterloo-Oxford District Secondary School, working alongside owners Jenni-
fer and Andrew Sallans.

Dundee.

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE!

The maple syrup shack where the “Maple Tap” story began
three generations ago on the Sallans farm, north of New

To book advertising

space contact our

sales representative |, i dda
Sharon Leis, 519-580-5418, sharonbleis@gmail.com
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Honderich family marks 200 years in Wilmot Township

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

The Honderich family is celebrating
200 years in Wilmot Township, now
part of The Region of Waterloo, tracing
their roots back to 1825.

As one of the earliest families to settle
in the area, the Honderichs have played
a significant role in shaping the local
farming community.

This writer’s first encounter with the
Honderich family was with Cameron
and Dorothy Honderich and their four
children — Catherine, Marilyn, David
and Virginia — on their picturesque
Willow Creek Jersey Farm on Bleams
Road, east of New Hamburg.

However, this story is about the
family’s longstanding history, be-
ginning with Christian and Margaret
(Gingerich) Honderich, who arrived in
Canada from Germany in the summer
of 1825. Christian’s goal was to build
a habitable cabin in the newly surveyed
Wilmot Township before winter.

Margaret’s  brother, Jacob W.
Gingerich, accompanied the Honderichs
to Canada. According to family tra-
dition, Jacob S. Gingerich’s wife,
Catherine, was Christian Honderich’s
sister. Their eldest child was born
during the voyage across the Atlantic
on July 12, 1825. While it is assumed
the extended family traveled together,
a passenger list confirming the journey
has not yet been found.

Upon arriving in Wilmot Township,
Christian Honderich wasted no time in
securing a land claim and constructing
a cabin. On Dec. 22, 1825, his wife,
Margaret, gave birth to their first child,
believed to be the first white male born

in the township.

Christian claimed Lot 16, North
Bleams Road, and by 1830, he had
completed the necessary settlement du-
ties to qualify for a land patent for the
front 50 acres. In 1831, he became one
of the first settlers to acquire the land
and, in 1835, entered an agreement with
King’s College — now the University
of Toronto — to purchase the remaining
150 acres. The final deed was issued in
1854 after his last payment was made
in full.

Christian, Margaret and their daugh-
ter, Elizabeth, are buried in the Geiger
Cemetery — now known as Wilmot
Mennonite Cemetery — across the road
from their original farm on Bleams
Road.

A legacy that continues

Many descendants can trace their lin-
eage back to Christian and Margaret
Honderich, with family names such as
Roth, Bender, Steinman, Zehr, Litwiller,
Richter, Yost, Seigner, Hofstetter,
Shantz, Schwartzentruber, Brenneman,
Ropp, Yantzi, Jantzi, Jutzi, Gascho,
Schmidt and Nafziger. But one name
that has remained constant for two cen-
turies is Honderich.

To commemorate the family’s 200-
year history, a Honderich family re-
union will take place on Saturday, May
3 at Shantz Mennonite Church, north of
Baden, located at 2473 Erb’s Rd.

Family members who trace their roots
back to the Honderich lineage are en-
couraged to attend.

For more information, contact Anne
Honderich at adhonderich@gmail.com
or Marilyn McCaig (Honderich) at
mjmccaig@icloud.com.

(CONTRIBUTED PHTOS)
A photo of Willow Creek Jersey Farm as it stands today. Christian and Margaret Honderich ar-
rived on this land in 1825, becoming the first farming settlers in Wilmot Township.

The Honderich homestead, which replaced the original log cabin built by Christian Honderich in
1825. It stands next to a continuously flowing creek under willow trees, inspiring the farm’s name,
Willow Creek.
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Let’s Tree Wilm

MARLENE KNEZEVICH
Chair, Lets Tree Wilmot

Let’s Tree Wilmot (LTW) has come
a long way from its first meeting on
Wednesday, March 11, 2020, the evening
the COVID-19 pandemic was pronounced
by the World Health Organization (WHO).

We had a COVID pause, but with lots of
support from the community, we were able
to fund and complete our first planting
Oct. 24 at Scott Park, New Hamburg. The
Nith Valley Ecoboosters (NVEB) was in-
strumental in getting LTW off the ground.
LTW became a project of Garden Wilmot
because they had insurance, charitable sta-
tus and tree planting fit their mandate.

Since then, various sponsors have
funded the planting of trees in Wilmot
Township parks and on municipal proper-
ty. The Township of Wilmot’s park’s de-
partment has been true partners. We have
planted trees in every Wilmot settlement
that has parks. Three years ago, LTW was
awarded a $160,000 grant through the 2
Billion Tree Natural Resources Canada
Capacity Building program. This allowed
us to support the township with planting
and maintaining more trees. The township
does not have the resources to fully sup-
port tree planting and maintenance. Billy,
a used Ram Truck, was purchased and
outfitted with water tank and pump. Since
2020, we have planted 4,639 native trees,
grown 2,000 seedlings in our nursery bed
and, by the end of 2024, we were watering

ot celebrates fifth bil_*t

W
B

- e

~ LET'S TREE WILMOT

—
e —
———

(IMAGE COURTESY OF LET'S TREE WILMOT)

Let’s Tree Wilmot is celebrating its fifth birthday!

2,600 trees.

Education is just as important and we
have listed many resources on our website,
created videos on several topics posted on
our YouTube Channel, offered tree-prun-
ing workshops, forest walks, a booth at
the Canada Day celebration and presented
talks in the community. We had renowned
author Doug Tallamy come and talk about
Nature’s Last Hope, which is every one of
us.

By the time you are reading this arti-
cle, LTW hopes to have received a new
Federal Canadian Municipalities Funding

grant. Plans are underway for planting in
New Hamburg and Mannheim this year.
What are our goals for the long term?
We wish to continue to increase the native
tree canopy of Wilmot Township. Soon,
our public lands will be fully planted so
the focus will be on private lands. Many
Wilmot landowners have already planted
trees to increase wildlife habitats and to
leave a legacy. Why focus on private land?
Most of the property in Wilmot is owned
privately. Excluding farmland, we have
large, rural properties and the smaller, ur-
ban properties that all offer excellent op-
portunities to plant more native trees, large

day

and small.

Doug Tallamy has an excellent concept,
the Homegrown National Park.

“Our National Parks, no matter how
grand in scale, are too small and separat-
ed from one another to preserve (native)
species to the levels needed. Thus, the
concept for Homegrown National Park, a
bottom-up call-to-action to restore habitat
where we live and work and, to a lesser
extent, where we farm and graze, ex-
tending national parks to our yards and
communities.”

Let’s strive to make Wilmot Township a
park. A greener township will create con-
nected wildlife-habitat corridors, increase
biodiversity, offer more green space to en-
joy and benefit our health, provide cooling
and improve water management among
many more benefits. Wilmot will become
more beautiful.

We have been collaborating with own-
ers to increase their tree canopies and also
wetlands. This includes working with
Ducks Unlimited. The largest project is
the Nithview Floodplain, New Hamburg,
owned by Tri-County Mennonite Homes.
The owners cover the costs and we provide
expertise and volunteers. There are grants
available, too, to help out landowners.

Email us at letstreewilmot@gmail.com
for more information. We have a Tree
Pruning Workshop on Saturday, March 30
in Mannheim. Registration is required. Go
to our events page at LetsTreeWilmot.ca.

Have a tree-mendous spring!

” EZT NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

EAST ZORRA-TAVISTOCK

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Township of East
Zorra - Tavistock will hold a public meeting on the 2nd day of April, 2025, at
9:00 a.m. in order to consider proposed updates to the Building By-law
under Section 7 of the Building Code Act. The Meeting will be held in
Council Chambers at the Township Administration Building at 89 Loveys
Street, Hickson, Ontario.

PURPOSE AND EFFECT — The Township of East Zorra-Tavistock is
proposing to amend the costs of the building permit fees following a review
of the current permit fees and the costs associated with providing service to
enforce the Building Code Act, as amended, with regards to issuance of
building permits through Section 7. The effect will be to increase portions of
the existing fee structure and introduce new fees.

Information will be provided at the meeting on the estimated costs of
enforcing and administering the Building Code Act, the amount of the
proposed fee(s) and the rationale for changing (and/or imposing) fees.
To obtain a copy of the proposed Building Permit Fees Increase, please
refer to the agenda package for the April 2nd, 2025 Public Meeting, found
on our website at
https://www.ezt.ca/en/township-office/agendas-and-minutes.aspx . The
agenda package will be available online no later than 4:30pm on March
28th, 2025.

Any person may attend the public meeting and/or make written or verbal
representation either in support of or in opposition to the proposed fees.

Dated at the Township of East Zorra-Tavistock this 11th day of March 2025
Meaghan Vader, Clerk

@ TAVISTOCK COMMUNITY HEALTH INC.
e

Tavistock Community Health Inc.
Notice of Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, April 9, 2025
Tavistock Men's Club
78 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock
7:00 pm

A $5.00 Membership Fee entitles you to a vote.
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Township of East Zorra-Tavistock
PO Box 100, 89 Loveys Street, Hickson, ON, NOJ 1LO
Telephone: (519) 462-2697 x225
Email: mvader@ezt.ca

Fax: (519) 462-2961

New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
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New Hamburg Legion continues to honour local veterans

NEW HAMBURG LEGION

Gagzette Contributor

The New Hamburg Legion is continu-
ing its effort to recognize veterans who
stepped forward from the safety of their
homes and families to serve in the mili-
tary, travel to other continents and fight
against the wars of dictators.

Just as we stand for peace and democ-
racy today, they did then, showing the
world what it means to be Canadian.

A collection of these names will be
entered into the Royal Canadian Legion
Ontario Command’s Military Service
Recogtion Book 12, preserving their
service history for future generations.
Documenting their participation in the
military ensures their contributions are
acknowledged and remembered as part
of Canada’s legacy.

The Legion is still gathering names of
veterans for this historical record and in-
vites families to participate.

Veterans to be included in Book 12:

2014 Ml“i[ L‘uu[l 5

2020 Nissan Rogue 5V

ABTHORPE, Francis F.
ALDRED, Rayburn W.
ALDWORTH, Roy S.
ANGER, Edward R.

ARMSTRONG, Leslie R.

ARMSTRONG, Jack W.
BACKMAN, Douglas B.
BAIRD, John J.
BAKER, Douglas
BAKER, Gordon
BECKER, Sheldon E.
BECKLEY, Clifford N.
BECKER, Robert E.
BERGEY, Declton A.
BOWMAN, Claude O.
BORHO, William F.
BRADLEY, Ernest
BROWN, William F.
CARROLL, Stanley
CARTER, Reginald C.
CHAPMAN, Gilbert G.
CHAPPELL, Arthur
CHEESEMAN, Syd A.
CLARK, William J.

CLEMENTS, Bob A.
CLIFFORD, John W.
CLUGSTON, Harold

COCKERTON, Ward H.

COLLEY, Henry O.
COOK, Norman
COPELAND, James
CORNEY, Frederick
CORNISH, James
DEQUIRE, Leo
DELONG, Orville G.
DWYER, James E.
EVERTS, Albert M.
FAULKNER, John M.
FERGUSSON, Edwin J.
FINK, Austin E.
FINK, Walter W.
FLEMING, Murray A.
FOOTE, Robert G.
FOSTY, Edward
FOX, Frederick W.
FRITZ, Carl E.
GARDNER, Walter V.

GARDNER, Norman W.

s##% Unmatched Winter Savings - Your favorite rides @ STRATFORD NISSAN s

2021 To;rota Corol! LE

2022 Nissan Kic
.'___ e

GILFILIAN, Jeff

GINGRICH, Oliver L.
GLENDINNING, William G.
GODFREY, Clifford

GRANT, James A.
GRUNDENBERGER, Harry W.
HAGEY, Ralph

HAIRE, Robert

HALE, Richard A.

HALL, Arthur W.

HALL, Kathleen M.

HALL, Thomas R.

HAMILTON, Lloyd R.
HARTMAN, Howard E.

HEAD, Lorne W.

HELM, Gerald F.

HERGOTT, Wilfred J.

Families interested in submitting a vet-
eran’s name or sharing their story are
encouraged to contact New Hamburg
Legion Military Service Recognition
Book coordinator Bob Berg at rwber-
gy@gmail.com or 519-745-0212 for
more information.
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Anderson family receives prestigious Jersey Master
Breeder Award

GARY WEST

Gagzette Correspondent

A dairy farm family in Perth County has
received the prestigious Master Breeder
Award for their registered Jersey herd
from Jersey Canada, the national breed
association.

Brian and Wendy Anderson, along with
their daughter, Heather, and her husband,
Dennis Peters, and their children, Hailey
and Elliott, operate Athlone Farms in South
Easthope Township, between Tavistock
and Stratford. Their herd, known as the
Braeview Jerseys, is milked using a re-
cently installed robotic-milking system.
The family also milks a herd of registered
Holsteins.

The Andersons were thrilled to receive
the call from Jersey Canada informing
them of the award.

Brian Anderson has built an impressive
resumé over the years. A graduate of the
University of Guelph in 1977, he was
drafted by the CFL’s Toronto Argonauts
that same year. His contributions to agri-
culture and community organizations are
extensive.

He served as a director for the Perth
County Junior Farmers and was its presi-
dent in 1982. He was also secretary of the
Perth County Dairy Producers Committee
from 1984-1989 and a director of the Perth
County Holstein Club in the 1990s, later
becoming president of the Perth County

R Y

Holstein Breeders’ Association in 1994.

More recently, Brian Anderson repre-
sented Perth County on the Gencor arti-
ficial insemination board and was elect-
ed president of both Gencor and Gencor
Foods.

In addition to his agricultural leader-
ship, Brian Anderson has been actively
involved in his community. He was chair
of the board at St. John’s United Church
in Stratford in 1999 and sang in the church
choir. He has also been a 4-H leader with
the Stratford Dairy Calf Club — now the
Perth Southeast Dairy Club — since 1993
and has served on the Western Ontario 4-H
Dairy Show committee.

In 2022, Brian Anderson received the
Perth County 4-H Keith McLagan Award
for continued leadership and, in 2023,
the 4-H Ontario Arbour Award from the
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Rural Affairs.

Beyond farming, Anderson is an avid
curling coach, volunteering his time with
the Little Rocks curling program at the
Stratford Country Club. He is also a certi-
fied competitive curling coach.

The Anderson family will officially re-
ceive the Master Breeder Award at the
Jersey Canada National Convention and
Annual Meeting in Orangeville, Dufferin
County, on March 29. The event will be
presided over by George Van Kampen, a
Jersey breeder from Shelburne.

Brian Anderson receives the 4-H Arbour Award for his outstanding contributions to local
4-H, presented by the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs. Pictured from
left are son Alex Anderson, Wendy Anderson, grandson Elliott, Brian Anderson and Amber
Anderson, while Harvey, the family farm dog, tries to get in on the action.

(GARY WEST PHOTOS)
The Anderson family sits in their barn in front of one of their Jerseys, which seems more
interested in eating than posing for a picture. Pictured, Wendy Anderson is seated with her
husband, Brian Anderson. Standing from left to right are son-in-law and partner Dennis Pe-
ters, Elliott Peters, Heather Peters and Hailey Peters.
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Group travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown Travel
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SHOW US YOUR WILMOT Gazette Puzzles
= - ST. PATRICK’S DAY - MARCH 17
JHCVKI  FCKLCVLFJHNXSK
|l VUXHWJHVOSPVBHGTXPC
LKCORMAHS I ZVSLDFOVJX
NVUXGLKQWHWBCACHARMH
RWTCUWTRTYRUMRSQHKYZC
JFHDHFZASEJAMNI ADKZL
LCTZCLKXVLEPRECHAUND
|l WEZRTMOQQMFPYKCBTDA
MHZBAULXYXDOLCYBBLUP
WVDWMCKCIRTAPTSZ 1 J XL
QXNCI TLECONDLOGHUBUJZC
TSAAFTPFFECCJZUYSI MW
EBLHFOTGOEMEPHNWI EBE
(PHOTO COURTESY OF SHOW US YOUR WILMOT)
This photo taken by Paul Mackie of a “momentary sunrise over New Hamburg” taken from VRELJCOI FRZEE Q TUOGDF
Shade Street was recently shared to the Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook page. LRRRULKAUATAR Q RKTZMU
° ° TUI GDCOUJ I ZBXAHJYYAS
VlntagGVleWS SREXUAKOPNAUHGLGMU I X
ZCENRJUI I'BDHWMAQDVLJV
BGGNEERGHOAECHFBUACZ
CAPFPAQKMWXZBSBBCXAAQ
Blarney Gold March
Celtic Green Pot of Gold
Charm Ireland Rainbow
Clover Leprechaun Shamrock
Emerald Luck St Patrick
SPONSORED BY:
DR
. g : U U
0 0 0
Pet of the Week
(PHOTO COURTESY OF THE TAVISTOCK AND DISTRICT HISTOR\AL OC\ETY) é CINNAMON ? ﬁ
Pictured in this historic photo is the parlor of a Tavistock home circa 1890. Note the very Meet Cinnamon! This lively, energetic large- -
high, papered ceiling, the wood stove, fresh flowers and stiff poses typical of photos with breed pup is bursting with enthusiasm and L ‘
long exposures. The shadow behind the woman indicates the light came from behind the Iooking for an active, experienced family to ' r

camera, so photographer John Lemp Jr. probably used flash powder on a fireproof holder. match her zest for life. With her guardian and

working breed heritage, Cinnamon is happiest
when she has a job to do and plenty of ways to |
stay engaged—both physically and mentally. "
She’s eager to learn and ready to thrive in
a home that understands her unique needs.

NEWS
R; = With the right guidance and plenty of love,
JOURNALISM, ONECOMMU she’s sure to become a wonderful and devoted

RE AD us AT A T’E’, .- _ companion. If you're looking for a spirited pup

with tons of potential, Cinnamon is your girl!

@NILDN E: P oot . . - \ Apply for Cinnamon at kwsphumane.ca.
. e -__ -E

— SPONSORED BY: 3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE/ | | TLC PETFOOD  Ti¢  519-662-9500 | www.ticpetfood.com
FET FOOD
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Excitement is brewmg at Huron Earth

HEALTHY
TIPS

HEAPS OF

By Mercedes Kay Gold

This columnist is sending a
supersized, soon-to-be springtime
shoutout to Huron Earth for being
a lovely, local holistic brand
focused on supporting health in
the community.

After a two-month hiatus,
girl boss extraordinaire Natalie
Kohlruss is “kicking into full
gear,” as she put it. Her brand
offers an extensive line of products
boosting overall wellness inside
and out. All the products are
handcrafted with herbs grown
with heaps of love on the family’s
one-acre property. Her stunning
summertime garden is a lovely
array of wildflowers and herbs
from echinacea to chamomile to
milk thistle and goldenrod.

Mother Nature offers a wide
variety of medicinal herbs to
support strength, vitality and
replenish physical and mental
wellbeing. Locals may have
met Kohlruss, as she spends
summer weekends as a vendor
at the Stratford Sunday Market.
Whether in favour of tinctures
or salves, tea leaves or body-
boosting butters, Huron Earth is
high-quality artisan products for
the whole family.

Kohlruss is busy preparing
her sensational seedlings for the
upcoming season, and a full list
will be available by the end of

April. May 4 marks the date
for the first market event of the
season. Home gardeners can also
purchase their favourite seedlings
online or at the family’s property.

The focus for 2025 will be to
expand the variety of available
seedlings, hostingmore workshops
and my favourite, pick-your-own
herb night. Kohlruss is hoping
to empower individuals to grow
their own herbs and make their
own herbal products. By offering
a one-of-a kind experience with
a hands-on approach, people can
aim to eliminate big-box shopping
and harmful conventional
items used daily. This holistic
nutritionist loves the idea of being
self-sufficient.

With spring and summertime
cold and flu season on my radar,
I am putting ImmuniTea in the
spotlight. The tea is a blend
of stinging nettle, narrowleaf
echinacea, enfurter calendula
and locally grown elderberries
and cinnamon. The combination
is high in polyphenols and
antioxidants, synergistically
supporting immunity.

Save the date. Huron Earth will
be hosting their seventh annual
Unplug and Restore Retreat the
weekend of June 20-22. Escape
for two nights to the peace and
serenity of local countryside at

Right, Huron Earth is hosting its seventh-annual Unplug and Restore Re-
treat June 20-22 at Hidden Acres in New Hamburg.

News Media Canada
Médias d’Info Canada

PUT YOUR
MONEY
WHERE YOUR
HOUSE IS«

Keep your dollars in Canada

to strengthen communities and
support local businesses, including
your local newspaper.

72

ADVERTISE
LOCAL

%

Hidden Acres Retreat Centre
in New Hamburg. This year’s
theme is Histamine Intolerance:
A Hidden Culprit behind Chronic
Symptoms. The retreat includes
five workshops, five guest
speakers, experts in their field
each bringing their own flair.
Histamine intolerance may be the
root cause of slews of symptoms
connected to other organ systems.

The weekend will offer an
opportunity to seek answers.
Other topics include herbal
identification, wilderness first
aid and traditional tea tasting.
Enjoy hiking, swimming and
fun team sports or sit fireside
enjoying the evening sunset.
Don’t delay. To book a spot, visit
huron-earth.square.site or email
huronearthkw(@gmail.com.

Love local and support small
business. Huron Earth is available
online. An assortment of Huron
Earth items are available at
Pfennings Organic and More in
St. Agatha and at Got it Made in
Stratford.

(CONTRIBUTED IMAGES)

Natalie Kohlruss is the girlboss behind the local, holistic health-and-
wellness business, Huron Earth.
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OH, THE
PLACES

By Paul Knowles

WE'LL GO

When I thought about Vienna,
Austria, the first things that came
to mind were Mozart, waltzing,
heavy baroque architecture and a
strange obsession with coffee and
pastries.

What I didn’t think about were
bunnies and horses. Bunnies were
the first residents of Austria’s cap-
ital city we encountered after dis-
embarking from our river-cruise
home away from home, the Vi-
king Var.

There is a berm between the
Danube docks and the city streets,
and that berm is highly populat-
ed with extremely cute, small
rabbits. To be honest, I think we
smiled more as we strolled the
paths along the berm than at any
other time in the city — although
we did, indeed, enjoy our visit to
Vienna.

And horses? You may remem-
ber Vienna is home to the Span-
ish Riding School and its white,
Lipizanner stallions. A walking
tour through the heart of Vienna
included a visit to the stables, but
before that, we were delighted
when several of the majestic hors-
es with uniformed riders cantered
by within an arm’s length of us on
a busy Vienna street.

So, between the bunnies and
the stallions, we’d already had a
pretty good day before we even
started to soak in the majesty,
the music and the obsession with
cake that is Vienna.

Many visitors come to Vienna
just for the music. After all, this
city was home to Wolfgang Ama-
deus Mozart and Joseph Haydn,
and was also a frequent host to
Beethoven, Schubert, Strauss and
many more classical composers.

The city’s claim to musical
fame is never subtle; as you walk
around Vienna, you will inevita-
bly encounter dozens — literally —
of Mozart look-alikes, all selling
tickets to one of the innumerable
concerts performed on a daily ba-
sis. Some are great, some perhaps
not so much. It’s helpful to get
some local guidance on this. If
you happen to be on a river cruise,
like our great Viking experience,
an excellent concert will be one of
the special excursions offered to
its guests.

A side note: you may not even

have to leave the ship. On our
cruise, one of the onboard eve-
ning features was an excellent
performance of classical and op-
eratic music by a talented quartet
of local musicians. That became
a unique experience when I was
recruited to act as the love inter-
est of one of the female singers. I
was required to be silent but react
appropriately to her declarations
of love and eventual abandon-
ment of me. [ am not sure [ have
yet recovered from the emotional
trauma.

While great musicians definite-
ly made their mark on Vienna,
there is no doubt the city, today,
owes almost everything to a Eu-
ropean dynasty — the Hapsburgs.
The Hapsburgs ruled over a cen-
tral and eastern European empire
for 650 years, from the 13th cen-
tury to the end of World War I.

A fun fact: Danube expert
Isis-Sybille Frisch told us the
family carried the aristocrat-
ic designation “Von Hapsburg”
but was forced to drop it when
bearing an aristocratic name was
made illegal at the conclusion of
World War 1. Hapsburg descen-
dants continue to have influence
throughout Europe, including in
the United Kingdom, where King
Charles is a direct descendant.

Frisch underlined the impor-
tance of the Hapsburg legacy
when she said, “In Vienna, there’s
no escaping them!”

That’s especially evident when
it comes to the architecture of
the city — the imposing baroque
buildings come from an era in
the Hapsburgs’ history begin-
ning around 1699, when the

Bunnies, stallions and a sweet, secret recipe

Hapsburgs defeated the Ottoman
empire. Frisch told us the end of
that war freed up financial re-
sources, which were immediate-
ly put to use creating landmarks
like the Hofburg palace in Vien-
na’s inner city and the sprawling
Schonbrunn Palace, enlarged to
its present enormity by the famed
Empress Maria Theresa in 1750.

The building didn’t stop with
baroque; there are remarkable ex-
amples of neo-Renaissance and
Gothic-Romanesque creations as
well — none of them small or deli-
cate. This is a city whose masters
intended to make a statement and
make it big.

But there is a more relaxed side
to Vienna and that brings us back
to the coffee and cakes. Vienna’s
café society has flourished for
more than 300 years. The cafés
serve a selection of coffees that
even Starbucks might envy, but
the real stars of the show are the
pastries — apfelstrudel, Linzer
Torte and especially that amazing
Viennese culinary creation, Sach-
ertorte, invented by Franz Sacher
in 1832.

The Sachertorte recipe is still a
carefully guarded secret. If you
search for the recipe online, the
official Sacher website will only
supply an “approximate recipe,”
which includes chocolate, vanil-
la, eggs, butter, sugar and apricot
jam. You might produce some-
thing approximating Sachertorte,
but it won’t be the real thing —
Franz Sacher’s heirs make sure of
that.

For the real deal, you’ll just
have to go to Vienna and relax in
a café where locals read newspa-
pers, sip coffee and perhaps enjoy
a string quartet before heading
out to walk the imposing streets
of one of Europe’s architectural
masterpieces.

Paul Knowles is an author and
travel writer, and president of
the Travel Media Association of
Canada. To contact Paul about
travel, his books, or speaking
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net.
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The Hofburg Palace in the city centre.

e T

Rt
2 Ly,

S s
An impromptu encounter with Lipizanner stallions as they cantered down
busy Vienna streets.
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The sombre Holocaust memorial in Vienna.
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Tundra swan migration is an incredible journey

ONTARIO

By Jeff Helsdon

SOUTHWESTERN

OUTDOORS

The mysteries and splendour of
spring migration never cease to
amaze me.

Seeing clouds of ducks darken
the sky as they lift off the wa-
ter leaves me in awe each time
I witness it. On a quiet day, the
whirring of the wings of a large
flock can be heard from a few
kilometres away. But, while this
en-masse spectacle is a sight for
the eyes and ears to behold, the
voyage of tundra swans is more
magnificent.

Tundra or whistling swans are
slightly smaller than Canada’s
other native swan, the trumpeter
swan. Both tundra and whistling
swan apply to the swans that mi-
grate through Southwestern On-

tario and have interesting stories
behind them.

The term whistling swan was first
coined by Meriweather Lewis of
the famed Lewis and Clark duo
that explored the American west
for the whistling noise made by
the bird’s wings while in flight.
More than 220 years later, that
name stuck, as well as the term
“whistler,” which I have heard
some locals use.

Tundra swan is a more recent
name that was given to the whis-
tling swan and also encompass-
es the Eurasian Bewick’s swan.
Both are now considered the
same species. They are not to be
confused with the invasive mute
swan, which is native to Eurasia.

2025

Tundra swans can be seen in both
the spring and fall. In South-
western Ontario, the birds first
appear in the Long Point area,
but spread out slowly in smaller
groups, gradually moving north
as the snow recedes and waste
agriculture crops become avail-
able to feed on. This provides a
longer-lasting  opportunity for
viewing.

Swans congregate at the Aylmer
Wildlife  Management Area
where viewing platforms are
constructed. It’s not uncommon
to see flocks of these birds feed-
ing on fields outside Tillsonburg
or flying overhead while driving
country roads.

Then, as temperatures warm,
the swans edge northwest, often
stopping in Lambton County be-
fore heading across Michigan
and Wisconsin, the prairie prov-
inces and then turn their migra-
tion north beyond the tree line.

The migration of tundra swans
is an incredible journey. The ma-
jority of the birds winter around
Chesapeake Bay in Maryland,
North Carolina and Virginia.
Taking wing in late winter, their
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6,000-kilometre journey into the
high Arctic begins. In this case,
high Arctic means at the top of
the Canadian mainland along the
Arctic Ocean in the Northwest
Territories, Nunavut and Quebec.
Often, this journey takes two to
three months.

After reaching their breeding
grounds, the swans mate, rear
their young and then start the
journey south again in Septem-
ber.

Breeding in the high Arctic where
there aren’t a lot of people, little
was known about the migration
routes until about 25 years ago.
The few tidbits about the route
and timing was derived from ob-
servation of birds with neck col-
lars with numbers and letters.

That changed when Dr. Scott
Petrie started at the now-defunct
Long Point Waterfowl. He used
satellite transmitters to gain in-
sight into the tundra swan’s voy-
age, its timing, layover points
and end destinations.

As an area reporter, I wrote sev-
eral stories on this research, gain-
ing insight into these birds. Tun-
dra swans were captured with
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rocket nets, weighed, sexed and
other criteria recorded before a
satellite transmitter was surgi-
cally implemented and the bird
released.

This was an expensive process
and Petrie appealed to the com-
munity to help by sponsoring
a swan. | was part of the Long
Point and Area Fish and Game
Club when members decided to
support the cause, fondly naming
our bird Harriette after longtime
president Harry Stark. The pub-
lic could log onto a web site to
watch the journey of the swans.

Seeing one of these birds up close
and personal was an experience
I will never forget. At 1.2 to 1.4
metres in length, the tundra swan
is not a small bird. It’s wingspan
is over two meters, or seven feet.

Each time I see a tundra swan, I
fondly recall how fortunate I was
to see these birds up close and
gain insight into their incredible
journey.

Jeff Helsdon is an award-win-
ning outdoor writer, a columnist
for Ontario Out of Doors and
writes for several other outdoor
publications.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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D&D Homestyle Cuisine and Café celebrates 10
years serving wholesome food to Tavistock and area

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

One of downtown Tavistock’s staple
businesses celebrated its 10th anniversary
this week and the outpouring of commu-
nity support for its owners, the Sparling
family was, to say the least, heartwarming.

D&D Homestyle Cuisine and Café has
been as consistent as the traffic at the
town’s five-corner intersection where it
is located, and has been serving up great
food in-store and through its catering side
for a decade.

“It was always a dream to own my own
café. It was a big jump to move from the
corporate world, but we felt that the tim-
ing was right to make a life change,” said
Doug Sparling, who owns and operates the
business with his wife Diane Sparling.

He added surviving and flourishing in
the business for so long hasn’t been easy
and it took a lot of hard work.

“We are proud that we have lasted in the
restaurant world for 10 years. We have had
hiccups along the way but have worked
through them. We have tried to be cre-
ative; we hosted Valentine’s dinners, St.
Patrick’s Day meals and takeout, boxed
dinners to help with business.”

Doug Sparling said he and his family
are thankful for all the support they have
received from the community and added
serving quality food made from scratch
has been the key to success.

“We feel the way you make a business
successful is by providing quality using
locally sourced, unprocessed products.
We survived the pandemic by following
the rules the government set out and by
making internal changes in order to stay
in business.”

Doug Sparling added they were over-
whelmed with Tuesday’s attendance and
all the well-wishes received.

NEW CLIENTS WELCOME

CHARTERED
PROFESSIONAL

CpPA

ACCOUNTANTS

CLIVE

PREPARATION

Evenings by appointment

A. LAWRY |
PROFESSIONAL INCOME TAX "

519-655-3490 + 22 Hope Street West, Tavistock
Serving Tavistock and Area for 35 years! '

Monday to Friday 9-5 * Saturdays 9-12

/

(LEE GRIFFI PHOTO)

Owners Doug and Diane Sparling celebrated the 10th anniversary of D&D Homestyle Cuisine and Café this week. Guests were treated to
free cake to mark the milestone of the business located in the heart of Tavistock.

“It warms our hearts to be part of such a
great community that shares in our 10-year
milestone.”

Along with a packed house of loyal cus-
tomers on Tuesday, Doug Sparling said
he wanted to thank his family and friends
for supporting them, which makes it even
more difficult to move towards retirement.

“The day would not have been a suc-
cess without the help of our staff mem-
ber, Wren, our friends, Donna, Keith, and

the Church family who stepped in to help
at lunch. A special thank you to Sara for
decorating our cakes. We know this day
would not have been possible without
God’s guidance throughout the last 10
years. We have enjoyed a successful run,
however we are at the age where we would
like to slow down and semi-retire. We had
to make the difficult decision to put our
business up for sale. We will be faithfully
serving our customers until the business

changes hands.”

If there is anyone out there who hasn’t
been to D&D for a while, they should
make their way over now to enjoy their fa-
vourite breakfast, sandwich, soup or pre-
pared meal. I know I told my son to come
on down and get a Blair sandwich before
they’re gone. The Blair is named after
Doug and Diane Sparling’s son.

The Sparlings will be missed after they
retire.

: (_D%tlf/lﬁ-()]é:fdﬂ,{’ﬁ% Support the local
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1172 Henry Street, H H
Wellesley, Ontario. NOB 2T0 your communlty und its
| 519-656-2880 —
, newspapers thriving.
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PANAMA CANAL CRUISE FEBRUARY 2026
BALTIC CRUISE AUGUST 2026

INFORMATION SESSION

PRESENTED BY

NORWEGIAN

CRUISE LINE®

Tuesday, March 25, 2025

ST. MARYS . NEW HAMBURG
2:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m.
(Pyramid Recreation Centre, End Zone) (Wilmot Recreation Centre)
Call 519-284-2332 to RSVP Call 226-333-9939 to RSVP

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9
(&) 519-284-2332 (=) agent@stonetowntravel.com (%) 226-333-9939 (=) newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19

Community Dining for Seniors in
Wilmot and Wellesley Townships
12:00 p.m.

Community Care Concepts invites you to
join us for lunch and fellowship. Please
register by March 14 by calling 519-664-
1900 or Toll Free: 1-855-664-1900.
Wilmot Rec Complex

1291 Nafziger Rd, Baden

East Zorra-Tavistock Council meeting
7:00 p.m.

Council Chambers

89 Loveys Street East, Hickson

TOPS - Taking off Pounds Sensibly
Meets every Wednesday at 10:30 am
Need help on your weight loss journey.
For info call Cathie 519-662-9273

St James Church in Baden.

Proud sponsor of the Com|

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26

Community Dining for Seniors in
Wilmot and Wellesley Townships
12:00 p.m.

Community Care Concepts invites you to
join us for lunch and fellowship. Please
register by March 21 by calling 519-664-
1900 or Toll Free: 1-855-664-1900.
Linwood Community Centre

5279 Ament Line, Linwood

SUNDAY, MARCH 30

Tree Pruning with Mike Yost

1:30 - 3:30 pm

Free workshop will cover all aspects of
tree pruning, For details and registration
go to letstreewilmot.ca/events.
Mannheim Community Center

1467 Mannheim Road

TUESDAY, APRIL 1

Getting Off Gas - Electrify Your Home
7:00 p.m.

A free webinar hosted by the Nith Valley
EcoBosters and Reep Green Solutions.
For more information check out nveco-
boosters.com

This is a virtual event

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2

East Zorra-Tavistock Council meeting
9:00 a.m.

Council Chambers

89 Loveys Street East, Hickson

B-W FEED & SUPPLY

BEYOND NUTRITION “w,
WWW .BWFEED.CA e 519-662-1773

munity Calendar

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - MARCH/APRIL 2025

TUESDAY, APRIL 8

Wellesley Council meeting
6:45p.m.

Council chambers

4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9

Community Dining for Seniors in
Wilmot and Wellesley Townships
12:00 p.m.

Community Care Concepts invites you to
join us for lunch and fellowship. Please
register by April 4 by calling 519-664-
1900 or Toll Free: 1-855-664-1900.
Wellesley Recreation Complex, 1401
Queen’s Bush Rd., Wellesley

Tavistock Community Health Inc.
(TCHI) Annual Meeting

7:00 pm

For more info contact chairman Frank
Meconi; fameconi@rogers.com
Tavistock Men’s Club Hall

78 Woodstock St N, Tavistock

WEDNESDAY APRIL 16

Community Dining for Seniors in
Wilmot and Wellesley Townships
12:00 p.m.

Community Care Concepts invites you to
join us for lunch and fellowship. Please
register by April 11 by calling 519-664-
1900 or Toll Free: 1-855-664-1900.
Wilmot Rec Complex

1291 Nafziger Rd, Baden

Family owned
&
Operated

WEDNESDAY APRIL 23

Community Dining for Seniors in
Wilmot and Wellesley Townships
12:00 p.m.

Community Care Concepts invites you to
join us for lunch and fellowship. Please
register by April 18 by calling 519-664-
1900 or toll Free: 1-855-664-1900.
Linwood Community Centre, 5279 Ament
Line, Linwood

MONDAY, APRIL 28

Wilmot Council meeting
7-11p.m.

Council chambers

60 Snyder’s Road West Baden

GOOD FRIDAY

SN DAY

APRIL 20, 2025

The

Wilmot-Tavistock

Gazette

Deadline: Tuesday prior at 3 p.m.
Contact: thewtgazette@gmail.com

PROMOTE YOUR EVENTS WITH US! HERE’S HOW:

¢ The Community Calendar allows non-profit organizations to promote their free admission
community events at no charge. Event listings can include your event name, date, time and location
as well as contact information (ie phone number, email address or website).
¢ If your event is not free admission or you would like to include more details than stated above, The
Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette offers the following options for promoting your community events:
o Coming Events Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $10 + hst
o Coming Events Boxed Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $15 + hst
o Display Ad - Sizes begin at a Small Classified Display ad (3.3" x 2.5") - $35 + hst

SUBSCRIBE TO THE GAZETTE TO HAVE IT DELIVERED IN YOUR MAIL!
The cost is $57.75 for a year. Payment can be made by: Cheque mailed to PO Box 2310, St Marys

ON N4X 1A2 OR dropped off at D&D Homestyle Cuisine & Café, 8 Woodstock St N, Tavistock
OR call 519-655-2341 with credit card details OR e-transfer granthavenmedia@gmail.com
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FOR SALE

Hundreds of shade trees, fruit trees, apples, pears, peaches, plums, sweet and
sour cherries, apricots, nectarines, blueberries, haskapp grapes, raspberries,
elderberries etc. Lots of spruce, pine, cedars for windbreak and privacy hedges.
Sizes 1-8 ft. in containers ready to go. Flowering shrubs and much more. Mon-Sat
7:00am to 6:00pm

Martin’s Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Rd Wroxeter, ON NOG 2XO0 (1 Conc. North of
Wroexter on Belmore Line)

HELP WANTED

Wanted Receptionist. Mature, reliable, people person. Call for more information
Franklin E. Hinz 519-273-1633.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and preserved through-
out the world now and forever. Oh Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude
worker of miracles, pray for us; St. Jude helper of the hopeless, pray for us. Say
this prayer nine times a day, by the eighth day this prayer will be answered. It has
never been known to fail. Publication must be promised. S.F.

WANTED
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, Rock, Pop, Folk,
Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and

Stereo Equipment. For more information: DIAMOND DOGS MUSIC 114 Ontario
St. Stratford/ 226-972-5750

WANTED

| will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola, Pepsi, any pop compa-
ny, Brewery items Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones,
Wristwatches and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, Beaver Star Bee Hive etc. Any
old oil cans and signs Red Indian Supertest etc Any small furniture. If you are
moving or cleaning out stuff please contact me - 519-570-6920.

Weekly Quiz Answers

1. Anora 7. 2 points
2. Aquamarine 8. Joey
3. Solid Iron and Nickel 9. Anglo-Zanzibar War
4. To finance WW1 1896 (38mins)
5. 1901 10. March 17th
6. Basil
NEWS

S—
READ US
ORNILIR]

GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE/

CLASSIFIED ADS —

SERVING PURE WATER IS OUR BUSINESS

WEerrzel

PUMPS & WATER TREATMENT
DIVISION OF SHEILWAYS ENTERPRISES INC.

519-625-8332
4009 Perth Road 107, Shakespeare
info@weitzelpumps.ca
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
* Well pressure systems
* We service all jet & submersible pumps
* Water softeners ¢ Iron Filters UV Systems
* Rentals and Leasing Options
* Plumbing ¢ Residential/Commercial

@Funmln Electric [IRY G

OW.W.A.

HELP WANTED

B Looking for a skilled trades person to join our team.
] Permanent full-time position working
with well pump installations and plumbing.
Please send resume to info@weitzelpumps.ca

RS

With over 30 years of dedicated travel
agency experience we provide personalized
customer service.

From guided tours, river cruises and custom
groups we offer a variety of holiday options.
We are here to help craft the trip of your
dreams.

210 Mill Street,

New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9
TICO #50025796
226-333-9939

newhamburg @ stonetowntravel.com
www.stonetowntravel.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

ASSISTANCE AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

¢TAP S M

A

CSN - E&L Ryan Pacey

Assistance for people & families in
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

dag oo wlan a'.?'cu

519-655-3500

S Qchum

Full Service

matt@badenauto.ca

374 Hamilton Road, Manager

Unit 4, New Hamburg, T: 519-662-1892

ON, N3A 2K2 E: newhamburg@likenew.ca
Website: csncollision.ca/el

AUTOMOTIVE

tapisforyou@outlook.com Malnte.nance & ZS7EWR0¥1ISE)EK gt( I\IIqET!?/gIoI(::‘k " "
NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS Repalr on A" 519.655-2500 To book your space call
Makes & Models NPl AUTOPRO 1 Sharozlleis at )
TAPISFORYOU.COM 272 Snyder’s Road, Baden . 519-580-5418 or emai

sharonbleis@gmail.com

www.schultzautomotive.com




The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Thursday, March 13, 2025

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

‘SELECTIVE

Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster » 519-655-2874

www.selectivecustomcabinets.com
e-mail: selective @sympatico.ca

380 Woodstock St. S. Unit 8, Tavistock

CHIROPRACTIC

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome
296 Ontario St. Stratford
519-273-4404

COMPUTERS

73 PEEL ST, SELLNG
NEW HRMBURG N\“‘?\\:‘l\\“ﬂ\\"l\ﬁls
919-662-6720 MusichL

VIRUS REMOVAL
ON SITE AND IN-STORE SERVICE

Fn cus COMRUTERS

RETAINING WALLS

GATE

CUSTOM CONCRETE LT

Foundations  Floors ¢ Driveways ¢ Sidewalks
Jon Willsey 519-778-2616 Tavistock, ON

jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com
www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

Ve

G 7; ) 780

ADDITIONS * RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS
DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON 519-655-2825

A

Jw>JON WITZEL

CONTRACTING LTD.

> Residential * Commercial
Agricultural * jonwitzel.com

519-662-4239

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

PO. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr Cell: 519-801-1743

CONSTRUCTION DENTAL

"gcore Brian Stere

519-276-1851
CONSTRUCTION LIMITED
Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos
General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca « hstere@agcore.ca

RESIDENTIAL
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL
New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

|CARPENTRY |

PROMOTE YOUR

BUSINESS
HERE

Contact
SHARON LEIS
at 519-580-5418
or email
sharonbleis@gmail.com

Tavistock/Dental

DR. KWGON KIM

Offering LV. Sedation,
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth
Replacement and Root Canal

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N.,
Tavistock, ON NOB 2RO
Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca
tavistockdental.ca

ELECTRICAL

Specializing in Agricultural, Solar,
Automation Control and EV Charging

G Crescent Ridge

163 Hope St. W. Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
P.O. Box 495 Local: 519-655-6802
Tavistock, ON NOB 2RO Email:info@crescentridge.ca

JEL=JOE

HAULAGE

EXCAVATING SERVICES I'i ol Like us on
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator Facebook

Randy Fletcher 519-272-3641

LAWN CARE PLUMBING

CABINETRY CONTRACTORS WHEALTH SERVICES

RENEE YANT /S CANDICE FEDY

HEATING/COOLING

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator

dwoelfle@rogers.com
Installation, Sales & Service,
Residential, Commercial

TOTAL HEATING &
COOLING

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **|

* Furnaces * Air Conditioners
* Fireplaces
+ Gas Piping * Sheet Metal Fabrication
Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

LAWN CARE
Q@ PROGRAMS
choicelawncare Qm“'“"g
. g * Aerating
Kyle Meadows « Fertilizer
519-801-5983 . \eed Control

Servicing Tavistock, Shakespeare,
Stratford & area

« Qverseeding

meadowschoicelawncare@gmail.com

LEGAL PAINTING

McKay Plumbing

Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
NOB 2R0

519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Monteith Ritsma Phillips

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
519-655-2900

www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock

1’;‘. | KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
| 1 24 Hope St. W., Tavistock
* Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder

* Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
* Massage Therapy * Reflexology

Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

LANDSCAPING

WE DESIGN & BUILD LANDSCAPES
Koo Uwais

PAVESTONE
PLU LIMITED %%

WWW.PAVESTONE.CA

REAL ESTATE

, [ ]
PainTING AND DECORATING
INTERIOR PAINTING
Over 30 years of experience.
QUALITY WORK, RELIABLE, CLEAN,

FRIENDLY, AND DONE ON TIME.
COLOUR CONSULTATIONS AVAILABLE

Debbie Norenberg

519-503-3618

STORAGE

STORE YOUR STUFF!

MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11
INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE

114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock
Tel: 519-655-2355 ¢ Fax 655-2715

RENT A BOX

Portable Storage Containers
Sizes 8'x12' to 8'x24’
Store at your place or ours.
Phone 519-625-8510

=
@PPLE

Hlorrwe Pooctders

88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

CUSTOM HOMES AND RENOVATIONS _
Let’s turn your dream into reality!
Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com

v
-1 "ﬁ', Brian Wilhelm, Broker
i (o Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

R E/M Ax a-b realty BROKERAGE Brian: 519-272-3465 « brian @brianwilhelm.com
Kyle: 519-574-7244 « kyle @brianwilhelm.com

o

 §

@ sivzrsavon

?

Meeting Real Esiate Nevds with FROFESSPONALISM, HONESTY & EXPFERIENCE since 2005

£ ALISON WILLSEY
B R Tt Bk

e waw. willsevrealestalecom

| LPEAK |0

WA n.poa krraln Bl

RE/MAX

Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994

88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L.2

SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative

mseby @rogers.com * www.remaxabrealty.ca

a-b REALTY LTD
B ,

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL E

Cell: 519-272-7676 ¥
Res: 519-655-2548
Office: 519-273-2821

m Independently
bl Owned & Operated

THINKING OF
MAKING A
MOVE?

KATE GINGERICH
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

© kate@paulandkatekw.com
o 226-789-3846

PAUL & KATE

640 Riverbend Dr.
ner ON, N:

Jow INNGRTION
Zsse fa

TRAVEL

Main office: 150 Queen St E,
St. Marys ¢ 519-284-2332
210 Mill St, New Hamburg ¢ 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com
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PROUDLY
CANADIAN

FEATURING

CANADIAN
PRODUCT

SUPPORT LOCAL
oA SeERy

STRATFORD OWNED
Home furniture

Follow us on: Mon.toThurs. 10 to 6

Fri. 10to 8
..... . 9 P _ o 519-273-9330 n rj
el Farnine Larary @ sy e B e ofﬁ;---’ oot S I = ) 2954 Hwy 788 E E Sat. 10to 5

Sun. 12to 4

2 — - L s wes www.stratfordhomefurniture.ca
Q#o e ; e — it www.homefurniture.ca




