SMCP FINDS NEW HOME r+c: 20

WEST FINAL TIED UP ~ | 4

St. Marys Independent

36 Water St. S., St. Marys ON | 519.284.0041 | info@stmarysindependent.com | www.stmarysindy.com

Issue #1206

2 Jgs Black's Financial Services
1 Call us for details 519.284.1340

Thursday, April 11, 2024

FREE

ALLR®ADS| | Vs Black's Financial Services
SAVE UP TO $14,600 OFF

=T I *All rates subject to change without notice*

TERM GIC GIC INSURED on New 2024 Ram 1500 Hemi | |Are you taking advantage of the TFSA?
31 year 5.48 *Allhrates su.bg]ect Crew Cab 4x4's 1TYR5.13-3YR4.73-5YR4.37
years 51 O toc angf% V\’/klt out See AllRoads Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram . FOI: more .PTOdUCtS and
5 years 4.85 notice AllRoads.ca | 519-284-3308 Financial Advice call us today!
u
& St. Marys library board refuses Perth South
RIVER VALLEY

»

GOLF COURSE
NOW OPEN!

Golf Leagues
(Mixes, Mens,
Ladies) starting the
week of May 6th

Book online at

www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

e N
Stonetown ‘lﬁ
RECREATIONAL
&

COMPETETIVE
PROGRAMS

= s LITTLE NINJUAS

-

AR 4

CARDIO
KICKBOXING

Start Today
Free Trial Class

www.stonetownkarate.ca

request to reduce budgetary ask for 2024

e - S

Photo by Wendy Lamond

By Galen Simmons

After seven years leading the Avon
Maitland District School Board
(AMDSB), Dr. Lisa Walsh is stepping
down as director of education as of
April 19.

Speaking with Grant Haven Media
just before she was set to leave her

COLDWELL BANKER

COLDWELL BANKER HOMEFIELD
LEGACY REALTY, BROKERAGE

A disagreement over library services funding this year could leave Perth South
residents having to pay for access to libraries in both St. Marys and Stratford.

Ron Morrison

Broker for Coldwell Banker Homefield Legacy Realty, Brokerage
150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON
Cell: 519-272-7666 | Office: 519-284-2381

*Each office is an independently owned & operated member broker of
Coldwell Banker Affiliates of Canada

5

Walsh to retire as AMDSB
director of education April 19

role, Walsh said she’s excited to move
into a new chapter in her life, and
she’s proud of what she and the board
team have accomplished since she’s
been director.

“I passed my time when I could retire,
but actually spent a few extra years

Continued on page 9

By Galen Simmons

A Perth South request for a significant reduction to
what it will pay St. Marys this year for the town’s
library to provide free access to library services for
residents of the township has been shot down by
the local library board.

At the April 4 library board meeting, board mem-
bers discussed a March 20 letter sent by Perth
South CAO Fred Tranquilli informing the board the
township council had reduced its budgetary alloca-
tion for library services from both Stratford and St.
Marys to just $53,734 combined.

Meanwhile, as part of a service agreement between
the two libraries, as well as the Huron County Li-
brary in Central Huron, the St. Marys Public Library
had requested Perth South contribute $74,363 — an
increase by five per cent over what the township
paid last year — to allow Perth South residents to ac-
cess free library services from St. Marys. The Strat-
ford Public Library also requested $45,480 from
Perth South to allow its residents to access services
provided by the Stratford Public Library.

In his letter, Tranquilli said Perth South council al-
ready approved a request from the Huron County
Library for $11,266 in funding this year. While Tran-
quilli said the budget for Stratford library services
can be accommodated in this reduced budget allo-
cation for library services, he asked the St. Marys li-
brary board to consider submitting a revised budget
request that fits within Perth South’s allocation.

“For years, we have provided library services to res-
idents in the Township of Perth South at a subsi-
dized rate to ensure free access for all,” St. Marys
library board chair Cole Atlin said in a public state-
ment following the recent board meeting. “This
means the board has asked the township to pay less
than it costs for us to deliver library services to its

residents. .
Continued on page 8
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Perth County council approves additional
$150,000 contingency allowance for land-registry
building renovation and connecting-link addition

By Galen Simmons

Perth County council has approved
an additional $150,000 in contingen-
cy funds for the ongoing renovations
to the Perth County land-registry
office in Stratford that will connect
it to the neighbouring Perth Coun-
ty Courthouse to create one county
headquarters.

Demolition and construction at 5 Hu-
ron St., located on the Perth County
Courthouse campus, began in July
2023 and is expected to wrap up in
October 2024. The project, which
was awarded to Dakon Construction
Ltd. at a cost of just over $5 million,
included a $200,000 contingency al-
lowance to cover any unexpected
costs.

“Currently, approved change orders
totalled $165,000 or approximately
83 per cent of the contingency allow-
ance,” county public works director
Johnn McClelland said at council’s
April 4 meeting. “There are pending
change orders to be dealt with along
with retaining-wall excavations and
the parking-lot reconstruction. Giv-
en the contingency allowance will be
over the $200,000 allotted, we will

require an increase to complete the
project.”

According to McClelland’s report
to council, change orders funded
through the contingency allowance
are grouped into three categories:
unforeseen site conditions, changes
or additions to the project scope, or
changes to the structure or design of
the project.

McClelland said more than half of
the change-order costs are attribut-
ed to unforeseen site conditions un-
derneath the 1887 county courthouse
and surrounding buildings including
the need for additional under-pin-
ning of courthouse foundation, un-
suitable soil conditions, deteriorated
sanitary and storm pipes, the need
for additional asbestos removal and
the removal of an old foundation or
retaining wall.

“One of the pending change orders
that we're currently dealing with is
the replacement of deficient sanitary
and storm infrastructure,” McClel-
land said. “This has recently been
priced by the contractor’s sub(con-
tractor) and is significantly higher
than expected. The project team is

www.queenstreetdentistry.ca
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working with the contractor to find
other options and a more reasonable
cost.”

Meanwhile, changes to the structure
or design of the project account for
38 per cent of the additional costs
so far. They include the need to con-
struct an emergency exit on the low-
er level of the courthouse, achieving
fire rating in certain walls, duct-lay-
out revisions, revisions to air diffus-
er and transfer grilles, the relocation
of the Bell feed pathway and pedes-
tal, the addition of sumps, lighting
changes, and revisions to the snow-
melt system for the front entrance,
ramp and stairs.

The final 10 per cent of the addi-
tional costs so far are attributable
to changes or additions to the proj-
ect scope including the addition of
an electric-vehicle-charging station,
additional outlets or data boxes, and
revisions to the building layout to
improve functionality and security.

“There’s (also) a $28,000 overage in
the fire-alarm allowance and that’s
due to an unforeseen upgrade to the
courthouse fire system so it coordi-
nates and communicates with the
new system in the reno. The extra
$28,000 is intended to be covered

P N
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under the contingency allowance but
has not been accounted for to date,”
McClelland said.

“ ... Accounting for the overage in the
fire-alarm allowance and estimat-
ing the pending change orders, staff
anticipate $285,000 to be (needed)
from the contingency allowance. At
this stage in the project, the majority
of the scope and (structure-and-de-
sign) changes have been addressed
and change orders of this nature
should be minimal moving forward,
however pending excavation work
and parking-lot reconstruction could
encounter further unforeseen condi-
tions.”

Those potential unforeseen condi-
tions, McClelland explained, is why
staff recommended topping up the
contingency allowance to a total of
$350,000.

This project is intended to estab-
lish a single headquarters for coun-
ty staff through renovations to the
building that houses the land-regis-
try office — and once housed Service
Ontario - while creating a central,
public-facing reception area within
a connecting-link addition with the
county courthouse.

Unit 1,60 Water Street South
St. Marys, ON.

ph: 519.284.4448
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Jeff Swan
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Basking in the afternoon
darkness

Legion

Veteran Affairs Canada defines a veteran as “any former member of the
Canadian Armed Forces who successfully underwent basic training and is
honorably released”. This includes personnel who served as reservists. There is
no minimum time required in service, and no need to have seen military action.

It is possible that service men and women who served for even short periods of
time may be eligible for monetary awards in compensation for injuries that can
be related to their time in uniform.

The Royal Canadian Legion is ready and willing to help all veterans, whether
they are Legion members or not. If you believe there is even a small chance that
you may be entitled to this assistance, please don’t hesitate to give us a call.

The Provincial Service Officer, Britany Campbell, will be visiting the Perth
Regiment Veterans Branch 236 St Marys during the week of May 15-17. Her
job is to use a variety of resources to assist veterans in obtaining all awards they
are eligible for. Anyone who would like to discuss a possible claim with her is
urged to call the Branch Service Officer, Reg Rumble 519-661-7446 no later

St. Marys resident Bruce Andrews shot this photo of Monday's total eclipse from than April 15th to set up an appointment.
Port Talbot on Lake Erie. Photo by Bruce Andrews

LIFE IS BETTER WITH QUADRO'S
RELIABLE, LOCAL INTERNET
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Planning to plant in
hopes of harvesting a
cheaper grocery bill

By Galen Simmons

For the first time in my adult life, I have
a big backyard.

That’s kind of a weird thing to brag
about, but after living in small apart-
ments with little to no outdoor space of
my own for the past 15 years, I'm pretty
jazzed about it.

Specifically, I'm excited about the op-
portunities my girlfriend and I now
have to grow our own fruit, vegetables
and herbs. Lately, we've been doing ev-
erything we can to reduce our month-
ly food bill. We cook everything from
scratch, we buy meat and fish when it’s
on sale and we make everything in big
batches so we have leftovers for lunch
the next day.

While we have seen some savings, our
efforts aren’t yielding the extra leeway
in our wallets we initially hoped. So, in
an attempt to save even more money by
reducing our dependency on the gro-
cery store giants and their increasing
prices, we're going to try our hands at
sustainable, urban agriculture.

While my girlfriend’s thumbs are al-
ready pretty green, I'm more ambitious
than knowledgeable when it comes to
planting seeds and caring for plants
until they bear fruit.

Recently, we joined the urban farmers
group at the Local Community Food
Centre in Stratford. Led by garden ed-
ucator Lucas Tingle, the intent of the
program is to teach gardening skills

to members who, in turn, provide the
volunteer labour Tingle and his team
at the Local need to prepare, plant and
harvest the community garden in Duf-
ferin Park.

Last week, we helped Tingle pack
seed-starter trays with soil and we
planted both cilantro and green-on-
ion seeds. It definitely wasn't a huge
operation, but already we learned so
much about how to pack soil and keep
it hydrated so the seeds can sprout and
grow up through the soil.

This week, we'll work with the group
to plant seedlings grown in the Local’s
greenhouse at the community garden.
While I don't know exactly what’s in
store for us, I imagine we’ll learn how
to space out the plants, which plants
should be planted now which should be
planted later in the season, and what
types of plants grow better together.

We plan to use every little bit of knowl-
edge we gain with the urban farmers
in our own backyard garden. Ideally, by
the end of the season, we’ll have har-
vested a wide range of produce, and
whatever we don't eat fresh, we’ll learn
to can, jar, ferment or pickle to pre-
serve it through the winter.

While I foresee quite a bit of work
ahead of us this summer, we're both
more than willing to put in the time
and energy to save whatever we can on
our grocery bill.

In times like these - and with a back-
yard like ours — we kind of need to.

Bravo

We have 2 Bravos this week.

1) Bravo to the gentleman who
took time out of his day (on South-
vale Rd.) to stop in and let me
know he noticed the car in my
driveway had a flat tire. Appreci-
ated the good deed and am thank-
ful there is people like you in our
community.

2) Bravo to the Friendship Centre
and Naina’s Indian Kitchen for a
delicious Dine out at Home dinner
last Wednesday night. A great way
to try an authentic Indian dish. So
lovely to see various restaurants
take part in this program.

Boo

We have 2 Boos this week.

1) Boo to the lack of supervision at
the PRC while hockey and ringette
games are going on. Kids in the
middle of the lobby playing ball
hockey, carrying each other around
on their shoulders, and spectators
swearing at officials happens fre-
quently but no one cares enough
to do anything about it.

2) Boo to people that do not use
their blinkers.

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent.

Quote of the Week

"We are not really sure what to prepare for. We've got plan
A,B,C,D and E. So whether the crowds are massive or not
as big, road closures and all other plans depend on how
the crowds are when they get here.”

Niagara Falls mayor Jim Diodati is expecting the
largest crowd in history when upwards of a million
people are to show up to watch the eclipse.
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Kinsmen celebrate
improved Grand Trunk

Some of the members of the St. Marys Kinsmen Club pose for a photo on the
Grand Trunk Trail. The proud volunteers have completed their contributions to the
beautification of the trail that includes paving and lighting. From left to right, Cliff
Sterritt, Christopher Swarthout, Chris Smith, Sean Connolly, Lorne Culbert, Ryan
Leaman. Contributed photo

Ever wonder if your investments are doing
as well as they could be in today’s markets?

Now is the time to book a second opinion review with a
Portfolio Manager in your community.

Jamie C. Hodgins, CIM, FMA, FCSI
Portfolio Manager, Senior Investment Advisor Call us to find

out and for a
640 Colborne Street, TEL  519.432.6744

London, ON N6B 2V2 CELL 519.851.7484
mapledene.ca EMAIL jhodgins@mandevillepc.com

complimentary
portfolio review.

- Regulated by Canadian Investment Regulatory Organization. Member of
Mapledene MANDEVILLE
PRIVATE CLIENT INC

the Canadian Investor Protection Fund.
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STONETOWN
C R I E R The latest municipal news
from the Town of St. Marys

MUSEUM CLOSURE
March 27 to April 22

Staff will be on-site during the closure to
accommodate research appointments in
the archives and answer phone inquiries.

townofstmarys.com/museum or 519-284-3556

EARTH WEEK 2024
April 15 - 20
e Town-wide Litter Collection
Campaign (April 15 - 20)
e Thames River Clean-up Project
(April 20,8 AM - 12 PM)
e Tree Donation Program
townofstmarys.com or 519-284-2340, ext. 213

SPORTS WALL OF FAME

Nominations open until April 30

Do you know someone who has made a
significant contribution to sports in our
community? Nominations are now open for
the Sports Wall of Fame!

townofstmarys.com/sportswall or 519-284-2160

CAMP PRC

Registration is now open for the following
camps:

e PA Day Camps

e Summer Camp (starting July 2)

e Specialty Summer Camps at the Quarry

townofstmarys.com/campprc or 519-284-2160

SHOWER PROGRAM
Thursdays, 9 AM -1 PM | Pyramid Centre

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private,
secure and accessible for individuals of
all abilities.

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

Contactus
519-284-2340
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca
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HEALTH CARE

SALES+SERVICE-RENTALS
566 Queen St. E. » 519.284.4348

Seniors of the Week

Our Seniors of the Week are Jackie and
Larry DeNeve who celebrated their 60th
wedding anniversary on April 4. Jackie
and Larry were married in Sudbury and
shortly thereafter moved to London where
Larry was employed at 3M for 32 years.
They moved to St. Marys in 1991. They
have three children, 12 grandchildren and
one great grandchild. Happy Anniversary,
Jackie and Larry.

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 or
info@stmarysindependent.com.

1. When was the
American Civil War
fought?

2. In“Back to the
Future part 2” who

won the world series
in 20157

3. What is April's
birthstone?

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

4. What is the currency of Poland?

5. When was the last time the St. Marys
Lincolns won the Sutherland Cup?

6. Whose nose grew longer every time he
lied?

7. What is a baby porcupine called?
8. What show is Elmo from?
9. What is the tallest type of grass?

10. Who died on the cross for our sins?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

COMMUNITY

Mackenzie Forman named
firefighter of the month for Aprll

By St. Marys Independent staff

The St. Marys Fire Department is pleased to an-
nounce Mackenzie Forman as its Firefighter of the
Month for April.

Forman was born in Hamilton and moved to St.
Marys at the age of seven. He joined the depart-
ment as a firefighter in October 2023.

Forman is a graduate of Lambton College’s pre-ser-
vice fire program, where he obtained firefighter
level I and II, hazmat awareness and operation,
technical rescue, and confined space rescue certif-
icates.

When asked why he wanted to become a firefight-
er, Forman noted his desire to help his community.
He also remarked on the opportunities for ongoing
education.

“I continuously learn valuable skills from the oth-
er members of the fire department. There are so
many ways to complete a task, and each person has
a unique approach.

“What I enjoy most is working with this great group
of guys who always have each other’s backs. They
are eager to pass along their knowledge and learn
new techniques to become more proficient at the
job.”

Off duty, Forman dedicates his time to pursuing a

carpentry apprenticeship as well as working on his
own woodworking business, Forman Timberworks.

“Mackenzie was selected as Firefighter of the
Month for his thirst for knowledge,” said Fire Chief
Richard “Andy” Anderson. “The primary responsi-
bility of a probationary firefighter is to learn how

Mackenzie Forman is firefighter of the month in St.
Marys. Contributed photo

to be a firefighter, and they are closely mentored by
senior firefighters and officers. Mackenzie is pro-
gressing very well with his training.”

“Mackenzie has shown a keen interest in technical
rescue operations,” said deputy fire chief Phil West.
“He is a member of our swift-water/ice-rescue go
team. Being on the team really appealed to Mack-
enzie and he was eager to participate in the exten-
sive training and courses that are required.”

Perth County OPP releases Easter
weekend traffic campaign results

By St. Marys Independent staff

All available members of Perth County OPP took
to roads as part of an Easter long weekend traffic
safety campaign.

From 12:01 a.m. on Friday, March 29 to 11:59 p.m.
on Monday, April 1, Perth County OPP officers
were highly visible on area roads watching for traf-
fic-safety violations, specifically seatbelt infrac-
tions.

During the long weekend, Perth County officers laid
92 charges. Of those 92 charges, five drivers were
charged for seatbelt infractions. Other charges laid
this past weekend include:

® 56 charges for speeding

e Two charges for impaired driving
e Two charges for stunt driving

e Two charges for distracted driving

Officers also responded to motor-vehicle collisions
over the holiday weekend. Unfortunately, there was
one fatality in Perth County as a result of a colli-
sion.

The long weekend traffic-safety campaign has end-
ed, but Perth County OPP remains committed to
road safety and officers will continue with traffic
education and enforcement.

st.marys

How T1o LisTEN TO ST. MARYS RADIO

radio®

Step |. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
2. Click play on the online player
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community dinners to
the Salvation Army
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Shirley Porter was very pleased to present a cheque from the proceeds of the
community dinners to Jen Morris. The meals are put on by different service clubs,
churches and businesses in the community. They are held at the St. Marys United
Church every other Monday at 5 p.m. Pictured, from left, Jen Morris, Community
and Family Services Manager for the Salvation Army; Shirley Porter and Rev. Rob-
ert Lawson representing the St. Marys United Church. Photo by Nancy Bickell

Iﬂ‘\hnvl. 8

LAMINAT‘E !

MOUI'.ID'iNGS
|fioo ‘s OF !
~c’o*|_ounﬂs

LLY ST-OCKEDI
GESTONTHEBLOCKl

g ] =Tt e Tl A e Al i -

'."

The St. Marys Friendship Centre held their Spring scrapbooking garage sale on
Saturday, April 6. Over 2,000 people attended this event and were able to take ad- E= = = -

vantage of the excellent selection of products offered by the 43 vendors. Pictured | 3 6 2 \/ 1C TO RIA ST N. Kl TC HENE R
are Mike & Anita Landon of St. Marys who had some interesting items for sale. MON-FRI 9AM-8PM SAT9-6 SUNI10-5
Photo by Nancy Bickell
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St. Marys library board refuses Perth South
request to reduce budgetary ask for 2024

Continued from page 1

“ ... Reducing the request would require St. Marys
residents to pay even more to ensure Perth South
residents can continue to use the library for free.
We feel that this would be a fiscally irresponsible
decision and an unfair ask of St. Marys residents.
We encourage the township to reconsider its fund-
ing decision so we can continue to provide quality
library services at no cost. While libraries are free
to access, they are not free to operate, and we be-
lieve costs should be shared by all parties in a fair
and reasonable way.”

During the recent St. Marys library board meeting,
both Atlin and library CEO Sarah Andrews noted,
with their budget request from Perth South this
year, Perth South residents would already pay just
48 per cent of what St. Marys residents would pay
for the library. The $74,363 requested by St. Marys
does not account for the library’s building costs or
the costs of administration services from other town
departments like finance, human resources, clerks
and the CAO'’s office.

The current library services agreement between
Perth South and each of its partners in St. Marys,
Stratford and Huron County sees the township pay
for library services based on a proportional division
of Perth South’s total population in accordance with
provincial legislation. Broken down, the St. Marys
library funding from Perth South accounts for the
largest piece of the township’s population, 1,883
people, while the Stratford library receives funding
based on 1,322 Perth South residents and the Hu-
ron County Library receives funding based on 572
Perth South residents.

While St. Marys’ budget request is significantly
higher than Stratford’s or Huron County’s, the St.
Marys library serves a total of 274 Perth South
cardholders, while the Stratford library serves 185
and the Central Huron library serves 42.

In an email to the Independent, Tranquilli said
Perth South council budgeted a total of $65,000 for
library services from all three libraries in 2024.

“In 2008, Perth South purchased library services
from Stratford and St. Marys for a total of $53,000.00.
The budget proposed by St. Marys and Stratford for
2024 is $120,000.00,” Tranquilli wrote. “In perform-
ing its due diligence, with the cost of library ser-
vices more than doubling in such a short time, Perth
South council felt it appropriate to evaluate further

For Hall Rentals
call 519-271-5343

Optimist Club
of Downia
Sun. March 31 - Darcy Robertson, St. Marys $50.00
Mon. April 01 - Gordon Coulthard, St. Pauls $50.00
Tues. April 02 - Lloyd Bald, Stratford $50.00
Wed. April 03 - Henry MacGibbon, Wellesley  $50.00
Thur. April 04 - Andrew Klomp, Sebringville  $50.00
Fri. April 05 - Marion Maddock, Stratford $50.00
Sat. April 06 - Darlene Borland, Woodham $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT  FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690

www.fraserpaving.ca

PAVING INC

the cost of library services.”

One major point of contention from Tranquilli’s let-
ter among St. Marys library board members is the
notion that Perth South is asking the St. Marys li-
brary to compete with the library in Stratford over
the remaining $53,734 for library services in the
township’s 2024 budget.

“We work in partnership with Stratford,” Atlin said.
“The value of our relationship with Stratford is
worth much more than $40,000. ... Anything that we
would do to put a divide between Stratford and our
working relationship is untenable, and I think the
position we’ve been put in is somewhat untenable.”

Atlin also noted Perth South residents account
for the largest per-capita users of e-books offered
through the St. Marys library, a service the library
has worked to expand and improve on in recent
years.

St. Marys Mayor Al Strathdee, however, voiced his
thoughts on the matter a little differently, express-
ing frustration with both Tranquilli's letter and
Perth South council’s decision to request St. Marys
submit a revised budget request seemingly without
any kind of explanation.

“It would be a whole different scenario if they'd
had a conversation with the whole board. ... I'm not
even sure why this request has been made. I fol-
lowed all the public sessions for the (Perth South
library services budget), and I'm not really cer-
tain (how) they picked a number. ... I don’t think
our costs of operating the library are unrealistic or
excessive. In fact, I've been pushing to expand the
library services in some respect — this whole board
has. ... I thought we had a partner, but this (letter)
doesn’t spell partnership. It spells dictation. In fact,
this spells playing one library service off another.
It's a very disappointing tactic. It’s one thing to have
a negotiation and an amicable relationship. Is our
service level bad? I don't know. The letter doesn't
say that. Is it because they made expenditures in
Perth South they cant manage and they just want
to cut the library to make up for that? I don’t know.
I'm not sure.

“The reality is it's a poor way to do business and
it's a horrible step. I'm very disappointed with Mr.
Tranquilli and really the council of Perth South. It’s
a terrible way of doing business and it’s a terrible
way to treat your neighbour.”

Maximize your

return.

Conservative
Advice for
Intelligent
Decisions

Donna L. Hinz

Franklin E. Hinz

196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4
519-273-1633 franklinehinz.com

While Strathdee said he’s committed to seeing li-
brary services continue for residents of St. Marys
despite a potential budget shortfall should Perth
South council choose to end its library services
agreement with St. Marys, the board chair and An-
drews said they were uncertain at this point what
the end to that agreement would look like.

Would Perth South residents need to begin paying
for library services in St. Marys, or would they be
able to get a library card for free in Stratford and
use that card to access services in St. Marys? How
much more would St. Marys residents need to pay
for library services if the agreement with Perth
South ends?

The board may soon need to come up with answers
to those questions depending on how Perth South
council and staff respond to the St. Marys library
board’s refusal to submit a lower budget request.

As for Perth South, Tranquilli told the Independent
the township council has yet to make a decision
with respect to library services contracts with St.
Marys or Stratford.

“Perth South was prepared to consider renewing its
contract with Stratford Public Library, which last
January proposed a budget within the Perth South
allocation, but last Friday Stratford advised that it
would refuse to renew its contract with Perth South
unless Perth South’s contract with St. Marys is also
renewed,” Tranquilli told the Independent. “Further,
Stratford has threatened to suspend the cards of all
Perth South users on April 22.”

At least partially confirming Tranquilli's comments,
Stratford Public Library CEO Krista Robinson told
the Independent she is hopeful Perth South will re-
consider its funding decision so it can provide li-
brary services to township residents free of charge.

“Should Perth South decide not to renew its con-
tract with Stratford and St. Marys, we will need to
suspend library service for its residents. Residents
will need to purchase a non-resident library card in
order to continue to borrow library materials, but
no date has been set as to when this might happen,”
Robinson said.

“This is not an easy decision to make as we value
our relationship with our Perth South library mem-
bers, however residents of Stratford currently pay
significantly more for the same library service and
reducing the contract further would widen that gap.”

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.
519-284-4390

Saturday April 20

Bob Lang and Butch Hammond
Memorial Pool Tournament
Doors Open 10:00am to register by 10:30am
Starts 10:45am Cost - $10.00 per person
Food available plus prizes

Saturday May 11

Pickerel Fish Fry. Details to follow

MEAT DRAWS EVERY FRIDAY 6PM
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Walsh to retire as AMDSB director of education

April 19

Continued from page 1

(here) because I have so enjoyed this
job and it’s hard to leave,” Walsh said.
“It’s actually a bitter-sweet thing, but
I'm really looking forward to the next
chapter and doing some different
things. ... It’s time for a change.

“ ... Establishing a strong team and
continuing to build upon the culture
of a well-run organization that strives
for positive change has been a real
focus for me. I don’t believe that any
of us do this alone in our job, so I'm
really proud of a few things based on
the teamwork we have shown.”

While it wasn't something she ex-
pected for her time as director of
education, Walsh says she’s proud of
how she and her team provided lead-
ership during a particularly difficult
period amid the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. At a time of extreme uncertainty
and disruption for students, families
and staff, Walsh said she focused on
improving communication and main-
taining those all-important human
connections as board staff tried to
offer stability and clarity through
shifting provincial health-and-safety
rules and restrictions.

Though Walsh said many of the ac-
complishments she’s proudest of
were in the works prior to 2020, the
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic ex-
pediated and solidified them as board

Avon Maitland District School Board director of education Dr. Lisa Walsh is retir-
ing from her position as of April 19. Contributed photo

policies that will live on in perpetuity.

During her tenure, Walsh said she
pushed for an expanded communica-
tions team that now works to regular-
ly promote student, staff and school
accomplishments in the wider com-
munity, and the board has adopted a
much-simpler strategic plan that fo-
cuses in on wholistically preparing
students for success through many
different career pathways in a way

that accounts for mental health and
wellbeing and equips them with the
skills they’ll need for opportunities
well into the future.

“We’re working on soft skills — those
people skills, those connection skills
— and understanding what every child
needs to be successful and what their
interests are,” Walsh said. “It’s the soft
skills around resilience and coping
strategies and all of those kinds of

skills as well as literacy, numeracy and
the hard skills, the different pathways
and building skills that take students
into the future. I feel very proud that
we have consolidated a great strategic
plan.”

Walsh said the board is now also us-
ing data from all levels to measure
the success of its strategic goals and
initiatives on an ongoing and regu-
lar basis to determine what’s working
and what isn’t, and be more flexible
when it comes to adapting to changes
in student needs.

Walsh said she’s excited to spend
more time with friends and family and
become a more active member of the
Stratford community after she retires
from the job that has kept her busy
over the past seven years. She’s look-
ing forward to getting back into some
of her favourite hobbies like garden-
ing, Scottish country dancing, pot-
tery and sewing, and she’ll also work
part-time as an executive-coaching
consultant, helping to train leaders
across all kinds of organizations.

Overall, Walsh says she’s proud of
her time leading the school board
and she’s confident it will be in good
hands after she retires. As for who
will be taking over as director of ed-
ucation, Walsh said an announcement
will be made by the board in the com-
ing weeks.
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Perth County’s Steve Dolson and Karen Galbraith
inducted onto Stratford-Perth Museum’s
Agriculture Wall of Fame

Karen Galbraith and Steve Dolson say they feel very blessed to be living in Perth
County, as opposed to areas of the world they have volunteered in for many years

Newly inducted onto the Stratford-Perth Museum’s Agriculture Wall of Fame, dairy
farming couple, Karen Galbraith and Steve Dolson from Elma Township in Perth

County are pictured with their award-winning purebred Holstein dairy herd.

By Gary West

The Stratford-Perth Museum is hon-
ouring and inducting an Atwood Dairy
farming couple onto the 2024 Agricul-
ture Wall of Fame.

Dr. Karen Galbraith and husband
Steve Dolson’s Master Breeder reg-
istered Holstein herd, known as Leg-
acy Holsteins, has been one of the
top-production and highly classified
herds in Perth County for many years.

Both have helped lead a number of
community organizations over many
decades in their young careers.

Galbraith was a founding board mem-
ber and past president of Perth Care
for Kids. She has been a board mem-
ber of Elma Mutual Insurance, which
later became Trillium Mutual Insur-
ance in Listowel.

Through the Big Brothers and Big Sis-
ters organization, Karen has been an
active big sister and active 4-H leader,
and also a leader on their local church
board.

In 2013, when the international plow-
ing match came to Perth County, she
helped organize the dairy portion of
the match and has spent many years
organizing the ice cream booth at the
Listowel Fall Fair.

Earning a Masters in Science from the
University of Guelph in capacity and
rural development involved periods of
time when Galbraith lived and worked
in inner Mongolia where she helped
small landholders improve their milk
quality.

In 2014, she became an inaugural di-
rector and is still active on the Ken-
yan Kids Foundation Canada which,
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in the past. Photos by Gary West

among other things, is spearheading
cooperative projects to improve milk
production and quality on small farms
in Kenya.

Her husband has not had much grass
growing under his feet either.

He has been an active and valued
member of the Perth County Holstein
Club, past 4-H leader and is currently
an Ontario 4-H foundation trustee.

Dolson is a past president of the board
of United Breeders in Guelph, and he
played a pivotal role in the amalgama-
tion of United Breeders and Western
Ontario Breeders based near Wood-
stock.

He was also involved in the early pro-
cess of forming the Semex Alliance,
and also a past member and chairman
of the board of Gay Lea Foods, a dairy
farmer owned co-operative that pro-
duces award-winning dairy products

and high-quality dairy components in
several different provinces.

In the past, Dolson was awarded the
distinguished certificate of recogni-
tion from Holstein Canada for his
valuable contribution to the Canadian
dairy industry.

Locally he has been involved in the
Listowel Agriculture Society for many
years, including in many leadership
roles.

Dolson is also involved with the Ken-
yan Kids Foundation and has also
been an active participant in dairy
extension work in Kenya along with
Galbraith.

They are an Elma township dairy
farming couple, very deserving to be
recognized in 2024 on the Agriculture
Wall of Fame at the Stratford-Perth
Museum.
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Nestled in the picturesque Stonetown of St. Marys, this enchanting 1 3/4 storey yellow brick home
beckons with its timeless charm and character. Boasting 3 bedrooms and 1.5 bathrooms, this
meticulously maintained home offers a perfect blend of original features and modern updates. As you
step through the front door, you'll be greeted by the ambiance of the living spaces. The open concept
kitchen/dining room is a chef’s delight, featuring updated appliances, ample counter space, and plenty
of storage. Whether preparing a casual meal or hosting a dinner party, this well-appointed kitchen is
sure to impress. The living room provides the perfect space to gather with family and friends, or cozy
up and watch your favourite show. Upstairs, the three bedrooms offer comfortable retreats for rest
and relaxation. The upper main family bathroom has been tastefully renovated, offering both style and
convenience. Outside, the property boasts a detached insulated 17 x 22 ft garage, covered front porch,
large laneway with plenty of parking, rear patio and beautifully maintained and landscaped yard.
Located in the heart of St. Mary’s, this home offers the best of small-town living, with quaint shops,
restaurants, and parks just a short stroll away. Don’t miss your opportunity to own this exceptional
property and experience the charm of St. Marys living firsthand. MLS#40556614 $669,900
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VOLUNTEERING at Kingsway Lodge is at great way to keep active,
socialize and make a real difference.

Whether you prefer group activities or one-on-one time, your
contribution will make a difference to the health and happiness of our
residents.

It interested contact
Missy Little
Volunteer Coordinator

missy.little @kingswaylodge.com 519-284-2921
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St. Marys Votorantim Cement Plant VIP Tour

Join Robin Manzer for an unforgettable 2-3 hour tour of the manufacturing facility and quarry, which includes the opportunity
to initiate a 40,000-tonne blast. This experience is for 4-6 people, and the date will be mutually agreed upon.

St. Marys from the Air
Join Bill Scott, the chief test pilot for Diamond Aircraft, for a thrilling 45-minute flight for two in a Cessna 172. Don't forget to
bring your camera to capture the breathtaking aerial views. Date TBD mutually.

Brews and Food Fest VIP Tickets

Sample top-notch Ontario craft beverages and indulge in mouthwatering delight from food trucks. Beer, cider, wine, and spirits
are available. Four VIP tickets which each include a souvenir sampling glass with 3 tickets, preferred parking, early access to the
event, and same-day admission to Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame Museum. Must be 19+ to purchase.

Highlights of Elgin County
Wine & Brewery Tour, shopping including visiting lighthouses & beaches at Port Dover, Port Burwell & Port Stanley. 8 hour
Chauffeured Tour with Guide. Lunch provided for up to 6 people. Vehicle provided by Kipp Edwards, St. Marys Ford.

Our Nation's Capital

When the House of Commons is in session, the staff of John Nater, MP for Perth Wellington, will offer a tour of the Parliament
Buildings for a maximum of four individuals. Free passes to the Canadian History, War, Agriculture and Food, Aviation and
Space, Science and Technology Museums are included. The package includes $250 towards the cost of accommodations of your
choosing.

Town of St Marys Facility Tour

Mayor Al is delighted to be your host for a tour of one of the town facilities. Two people may tour the Pyramid Centre (including
the non-public areas), the firehall, or the Town Hall (including the historic bell tower). Lunch at a St. Marys eatery of your choice
is also included.

London Knights Prime Seating

Experience the excitement of a London Knights game at Budweiser Gardens with prime seating for a group of four. Tickets are
located in The Talbot Bar & Grill so you can enjoy a beverage & meal if you wish. Date TBD mutually.

Blue Jays Tickets

Enjoy the atmosphere and excitement of a Blue Jay game in 2 great seats at the refurbished Rogers Centre. Game Monday May
20th, 3.07 PM - White Sox vs Blue Jays - Section 128, Row 3, Seats 7 and 8.

Pike Lake Golf Package

This gift card is of the value of a 2 person, 2-day (1 night) spring golf package (must be used prior to May Long Weekend OR
after October 1). This golf package has 2 rounds of golf with a cart, a night's accommodations, a dinner and a breakfast.
Preferably used during the week.

Horse Drawn Sleigh or Wagon ride at McCully’s Hill Farm

Enjoy a peaceful tour of McCully’s Hill Farm, while the wagon or sleigh is being pulled by a pair of Clydesdale Horses. The tour
will last approximately an hour in length, and 8 to 12 people can attend depending on the sleigh or wagon. The date and time
will be agreed upon with McCully's staff and the winning bidder with consideration given to driver availability, sleigh or wagon
and of course the weather.

Mama Mia - Mirvish Theatre

Experience the infectious energy and timeless tunes of ABBA in the ultimate feel-good musical, Mamma Mia! Two tickets for a
performance at CAA Ed Mirvish Theatre in Toronto for a date you select in October or November 2024 (performance date must
be selected before August 31).

APRIL 19, 2024 PYRAMID SOCIAL AT 5 p.m.
FEATURING RECREATION °'"”E§‘g°5=3° AT
C E NTR E Huron Shores Catering Services
The Honourable Rob Black has worked in rural, agricultural and L omee 8
leadership arenas for much of his career. Tickets available at Delmar Rota ry:

Foods, Hitching Post, Stonetown Travel, Rotarians, www.rotarystmays.ca Club of St. Marys '
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Staffa-area sheep farmer inducted onto the
Stratford-Perth Museum Agrlculture Wall of Fame

=4

Staffa-area sheep farmer Sandi Brock loves her barn full of ewes and baby lambs.
Lambing occurs three times a year in April, August and December. Photo by Gary

West
By Gary West

Perth County is inducting two new
members onto the Stratford Perth Mu-
seum “Agriculture Wall of Fame.

Sandi Brock, who is a sheep farmer

from southwest Perth County near
Staffa, says she is extremely humbled
by the recognition, but smiles with
surprise at the news.

Brock has been an agricultural in-
fluencer on the YouTube channel,
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520 WATER ST, S. P0O. BOX 1650 | ST. MARYS, ON N4X 1B9 | 519-284-2660
Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan & Dr. Reem Amayem

NOW OFFERING ORTHODONTICS,
TRADITIONAL BRACES AND INVISALIGN

for patients and general public interested, first consultation will be free, referrals not necessary

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later
appointment fimes three days per week.

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660 | www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

Sandi Brock, inside her modern, clean and healthy sheep barns, holds one of her
newborn black lambs, which she says is one of her favourites, as other newborns

look on. Photo by Gary West

Sheepishly Me, for more than 10 years
with 1.1 million followers around the
world.

She has held countless tours of her
barns for farm and non-farm orga-
nizations and has also been involved
with numerous speaking engage-
ments.

Her nominators felt she has made a
significant contribution to agricul-
ture in Perth county by sharing real,
on-farm experiences, from rewards
to challenges as a farmer, while pro-
moting the importance of animal hus-
bandry.

Brock is also a champion of food safe-
ty and environmental management. In
addition to her leadership in consum-
er education, Brock has been a strong
advocate for farmer mental health and
is a tireless volunteer for the sheep
industry. She has represented Ontario
Sheep Farmers in District 3 as a direc-

tor on the board in the past, and has
given her time to support her local
sheep community for many years.

When I visited her, Brock was just
completing two weeks of managing
400 ewes at lambing, which can be
stressful with little sleep, but at the
same time she says it's very rewarding.

Brock and her husband Mark, and
children Jack, 23, and Jess, 21, also
farm 1,700 acres of corn, soybeans,
wheat and, at times, winter canola and
winter barley along with alfalfa grown
for feed for her sheep.

She will be honoured at the Strat-
ford Rotary Club’s Rural-Urban night
Thursday April 18 at the Stratford Ro-
tary Complex. Tickets are available at
the museum by calling Kelly McIntosh
at 519-393-5312, visiting the museum
at 4275 Huron Rd., Stratford, or visit-
ing the museum website at www.strat-
fordperthmuseum.ca.
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Kirkton-Woodham's Tim Shute elected chair of
Perth County dalry producers committee

By Gary West

Recently, the Perth County dairy
producers committee elected Tim
Shute from the Kirkton-Woodham
area as its chair for 2024.

The Shute family includes Bren-
dan, Brock, Brett and Bevan and
milk registered Holsteins in a new
free stall barn constructed in 2016,
where cows are milked in a robotic
milking system.

The family not only manages its
dairy herd and crop 600 acres, but
the sons also operate their own cus-
tom-farming business, Baseline Agri
Services, for farmers in the Kirk-
ton-Woodham and southern Perth
County areas.

Tim and his wife, Ellen, who oper-
ates a sewing-services business, El-
len and Co., purchased their farm
from Ellen’s parents in 1989. After
milking for decades in a tie-stall
barn, the family decided to build a
new, modern dairy facility.

Son Brendan with father Tim Shute and their herd of reglstered milking Holsteins
in the background waiting for their turn to get milked in the Kirkton-Woodham area
farm’s robotic milking system. Contributed photo

Tim has served on the Perth County
dairy producers committee for five
years and feels that the 10-member

committee is a very important link the Dairy Farmers Of Ontario board
between local dairy producers and and staff.
their customers in conjunction with

“At the local level, the milk commit-
tee endeavours to support and par-
ticipate in numerous community
events with the focus on promoting
many of the wholesome dairy prod-
ucts that is produced in the county,”
he said.

Travis Riddell from the Atwood area
of North Perth was named vice chair
of the committee.

Perth County’s Roger Boersen is also
the new vice chair of the provincial
Dairy Farmers of Ontario board of
directors.

The Ontario dairy industry contin-
ues to be the largest agricultural
sector in the province.

According to Dairy Farmers Of On-
tario, 86,000 jobs are supported by
the Ontario dairy industry; 10,000
Ontario farmers and their families
are supported by dairy farming on
3,213 farms; and nearly 3.2 billion
litres of fresh milk are produced by
these farms with a farmgate value of
more than $2.9 billion, contributing
$8.1 billion to Ontario’s GDP every
year.
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West Final tied through four games

By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys Lincolns won both games on the road
against the London Nationals over the first four
games of the Western Conference Final and, going
into game five on Wednesday night, the series was
tied at two wins apiece.

The series began last Wednesday when the Lincs
walked into the Western Fair Sports Centre and left
with a 5-3 victory. Head coach Jeff Bradley admitted
his team didn’t have its best performance but still
found a way to take a 1-0 series lead.

“I thought we controlled the game, but I didn't feel
the greatest leaving the rink,” Bradley told the In-
dependent. “T thought there were things that we did
that we don't normally do that gave them opportu-
nities which is not our M.O., so I know we can play
better and I expect us to be better.

But, at this time of the year, it’s about results and we
got game one on the road which is big for us.”

Bradley detailed several areas in which the Lincs
weren't executing as well as they strive to.

“We got caught with guys behind us, which we don't
normally do. Usually, we're pretty disciplined in the
neutral zone but guys were sneaking in behind us.
You can maybe attribute some of that to the bigger
ice, but you still have to overcome it. Faceoff respon-
sibilities were also giving us trouble and then we
were giving up some turnovers on the rush which
we try to stay away from.”

Just three minutes and nine seconds into the game,
Ryan Hodkinson drove through the Nationals’ de-
fence and tucked home a breakaway backhand goal
to put the Lincolns ahead 1-0. Hodkinson, along
with his linemates Ryan Cornfield and Matt Pren-
dergast, were a bright spot in the eyes of the head
coach.

“The Hodkinson, Cornfield and Prendergast line I
thought was outstanding,” said Bradley. “They just
play responsible hockey. They work hard, they play
good, two-way games and they all are skilled play-
ers. And then obviously Brandon Abbott was also
great.”

Maddox Callens potted his third of the playoffs
just under 13 minutes into the first to put St. Marys
ahead by two goals. In the second, Riley Wood cut
the lead in half with a powerplay goal but, with just
16 seconds remaining in the period, Chase Mac-
Queen-Spence fired his ninth of the post-season to
restore a two-goal lead for the Lincolns heading into
the third.

In the final 20 minutes, Jaden Lee and Billy Van-
Sumeren each netted a powerplay goal for St. Marys
while the Nationals got goals from Brandon Scott
and Jeremy Hirsh, the latter of which came with just
one second left in regulation.

Coach Bradley said the team’s structures and sys-
tems bailed them out in their less-than-stellar mo-

Ethan Weir celebrates a goal during last Friday’s St.
Marys Lincolns game. Photo by McGinny Photography

ments.

“They've worked so hard to have a certain style of
play, and when you're not at your best, those things
can really save you. Near the end, you could see
London just throwing pucks up the ice and we were
there to take them off them. That stuff that's in-
grained in our guys that they worked hard on and
making sure they execute night in, night out, it's nice
to know that all of those systems and concepts can
get us through games when we're not at our best.”

Lincs come to life too late in game two

Strangely, despite coming up short and dropping the
second game of the series by a score of 3-2, Bradley
had a better overall feeling about his team’s perfor-
mance.

“I thought we played really well. We played better
(in game two) than we did in game one, that's for
sure. Defensively, we were solid. We didn't give up
many scoring chances five-on-five. I think we gave
up one two-on-one and one odd-man rush at even
strength, so I was happy with that. We were really
solid in the neutral zone.

“Offensively, for the first half of the game, we had
a tough time. We weren't winning too many battles
down low to have sustained pressure in their zone
and we got a lot of one-and-done chances. Not scor-
ing on that five-minute powerplay hurt us momen-
tum-wise, but I thought in the second period, we
started to slowly take over. Obviously, we got into
some penalty trouble at the beginning of the third,
but then we had three grade-A scoring chances with
the six-on-five. There wasn't a lack of effort, more

so a lack of execution.”

London jumped out to a 1-0 lead in the opening pe-
riod with a goal by Hirsh at the 13:11 mark of the
first. After Talan Palmer received a five-minute ma-
jor in game one, London was assessed a five-minute
major for the second straight game when Blake Ar-
rowsmith was given a major for head contact.

In the middle stanza, despite the Lincolns narrow-
ly leading on the shot clock, the Nationals got the
only goal of the period thanks to Quinn McNamara'’s
third of the playoffs. Meanwhile, the Lincs were
struggling to penetrate the Nats’ defensive scheme.

“For the first portion of the game, London was do-
ing a good job of getting five guys tight and we just
couldn't get through that,” said Bradley. “It got us a
little bit desperate, making some bad plays and try-
ing to throw the puck into their crowded area which
would result in turnovers and let them go the other
way. It just took us a long time to get some sustained
pressure.”

After a missed shorthanded opportunity early in the
third, the Nationals got a goal at the other end of the
ice with Colton Chipman extending London’s lead to
three goals. However, just over midway through the
third, the Lincolns finally came to life with two pow-
erplay goals 47 seconds apart, first by Ethan Weir
and then by Cohen Bidgood. However, that was as
close as the Lincs

got to completing the comeback with goaltender
Hayden Sabourin holding on to the 3-2 win in Lon-
don’s crease.

Bradley felt his squad found their groove when they
engaged in the harder aspects of the game.

“When our guys start battling and pushing a little
bit more, we put them on their heels a little bit. I
thought in the third period we pushed as much as
we could and fortunately our powerplay was there
for us with a couple of goals, but we just didn't get
that third one to tie it up.”

Four-goal third lifts Lincs to game three win

Despite the problematic trend of lacklustre starts
followed by resurgent second halves continuing, the
Lincolns left game three with a 7-4 win thanks in no
small part to a four-goal third period.

During the first two periods, St. Marys squandered
four powerplays, one of which was yet another
five-minute major. According to Bradley, part of the
frustration with the powerplays’ lack of scoring in
the first two periods of game three was the fact that
they were actually executing on their gameplan bet-
ter than in previous outings.

“It's funny because I thought our powerplay was
better (in game three) than it had been in the first
two games. Our entries, our breakouts, our posses-
sion in-zone, all those elements I thought were a
lot better than what it was the previous two games.

Continued on page 15
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U15 C Girls win league title

By Spencer Seymour

The Home Hardware Building Cen-
tre U15 C Girls St. Marys Rock won
their league championship this past
Sunday with a 3-2 win over the Ayr
Rockets.

Head coach Kelly Linton noted the
team’s aspirations for this season
were set high and even though it
wasn't the prize they initially had
been shooting for, winning the
league title was still a great accom-
plishment.

“It feels very deserving because we
missed out on going to provincials,”
Linton told the Independent. “From
the start of the year, they had their
sights set on going to provincials. A
little while back, we had to win two
of three games to get to provincials
and we came up short. I think they
felt a bit defeated toward the end of
the season but once we got into the
playoffs, they got refocused.”

Linton added their work ethic was
a big factor in getting back on track
and changing their goal to claiming
the league championship.

“Working hard at practice and know-
ing that we had a shot to win the
league title helped them get refo-
cused,” said Linton. “They knew they
had a strong chance at winning the
league if they kept working hard.”

Ayr took a 1-0 lead with an early

The Home Hardware Building Centre U15

C Girls St. Marys Rock won their league

championship this past Sunday when they defeated the Ayr Rockets 3-2. Pictured
in the front row, from left to right, are Georgia Agar, Silver Breckon, Ramona Gra-
ham, and Brooklynn Roth. In the middle row, from left, are manager Jenny Roth,
Mira Broughton, Ellie MacArthur, Kayla Visneskie, Emma Carradine, and assistant
coach Janet Edye. In the back row, from left, are assistant coach Bob Wheeler,
Lena Thompson, Abby Russell, Marci Linton, Maeve Wheeler, Ella Frayne, Lu Zulu,
Kacey Storey, Georgia Edwards, and head coach Kelly Linton. Contributed photo

first-period goal but Kayla Visneskie
brought the game back to even with a
goal in the final minute of the open-
ing frame. Ellie MacArthur picked up
the lone assist.

After a scoreless second period, the
Rockets retook the one-goal lead
midway through the third, but the
Rock got a game-tying goal from
Mira Broughton. St. Marys continued

pushing and got a goal from Maeve
Wheeler which ultimately went
down as the game-winner. Ramona
Graham held down the fort in goal to
earn the win.

Linton credited the players and their
biggest fans for cultivating a very
positive atmosphere both on and off
the ice.

“They all fit in in the dressing room

and they always had fun. They have
fun in the dressing room which
translates onto the ice. With the par-
ent group that we had; they were
phenomenal. We have had an awe-
some bench staff. Everybody got
along well in the dressing room. It's
nice to see the off-the-ice friend-
ships and bonds in addition to the
on-ice success.”

The bench boss also had high praise
for the team’s leadership group, who
he said set a strong example for the
rest of the team to pattern them-
selves after.

“Kayla (Visneskie), who scored our
first goal of the game, which was as-
sisted by Ellie (MacArthur), they're
the ones that get points every game.
Right from the start of the year,
those two have worked their tails
off. Emma Carradine as well has be-
come a good leader for us. They are
day-in, day-out grinders. Kayla has
fancy hands. Ellie plays every game
like she’s going for a gold medal, and
Emma, who's probably the smallest
player on the team, plays like she’s
six-foot-five, 240 pounds.

“But it's nice to see the rest of them
come up and contribute as well,” Lin-
ton. At the start of the season, the
second half of our team seemed to
play a bit shy, but by the end of the
season they were all contributing.”

West Final tied through four games

Continued from page 14

But London’s penalty kill is certain-
ly unpredictable. It doesn't seem like
there's too much of a plan and they're
using chaos to disrupt us a little bit.
So that's been a bit of a difficulty for
us trying to adjust to that, not really
knowing what they're doing. That's
frustrating for sure because we know
we have a really good powerplay.”

After being outscored 2-1 in the open-
ing period, the Lincs scored two in a
row in the second to take a 3-2 lead.
However, London tied things up be-
fore the end of the middle frame. Weir,
Luca Spagnolo and Billy VanSumeren
had goals in the first two periods for
St. Marys.

“We started to win puck battles in the
offensive zone,” Bradley said of his
team getting back on track.“In the de-
fensive zone, on their first goal, they
beat us to every puck and then we left
the slot wide open. But the first part
of that is getting beat to every puck
and in the second period, we started
winning most of the battles down low,
getting possession and then setting up
in the offensive zone where in the first

period we weren't really doing that.”

Though they wanted a better start,
Bradley was pleased his team was
able to get back in control of the game,
which he believed is because of the
team’s breadth of experience.

“There is a lot of maturity on our team.
Every returning player on our team.
They've been there. They've been in
this situation before. Half the team
played against Leamington last year.
Noah (VandenBrink) played in the
Sutherland Cup. Billy (VanSumeren)
and James (Sigmon) won the Suther-
land Cup. This is nothing new to them
and they don't panic.”

‘Pitiful’ performance sinks Lincs in
game four

Coach Bradley didnt mince words
following Monday’s disappointing 4-2
loss in game four, which saw the Lin-
colns once again come out flat and only
find their footing in the third period.

“I thought it was pitiful, to be honest.
We normally have a more in-depth
pregame meeting and tonight it was
about rectifying our slow starts or
wanting to. We've got a team that plays

one line for half the game that is play-
ing a third game in four nights. So now
is the time to push and we decided we
did not want to play in the first period,
and it cost us the game once again.”

The Nationals jumped out to a 2-0
lead in the first period, capitalizing
on the Lincolns’ poor start. Palmer,
playing in his first game back from
a two-game suspension, opened the
scoring for London just one minute
and 56 seconds into the game, assisted
by Joshua Lepain and Ethan Mitchell.
Just under eight minutes later, Lepain
batted home a rebound to make it 2-0
Nationals with Palmer and Mitchell
taking the helpers.

According to Bradley, virtually any-
thing that could have been an issue,
was an issue.

“We didn't come to play. We turned
away from hits. We didn't finish hits.
We turned pucks over. It seemed like
we were frightened. Honestly, it was
pitiful. The only thing that was good
was our penalty kill.”

Lepain tallied his second of the night
just 68 seconds into the third period
after a scoreless second. Four min-

utes and 41 seconds later, Nationals’
star Lucas Chard scored his first goal
of the series on a shorthanded break-
away. Less than three minutes later,
MacQueen-Spence scored a power-
play marker to cut the lead to three.
Almost exactly four minutes later,
MacQueen-Spence struck again with
his second of the game and 12th of the
playoffs, but it was far too little and far
too late.

Bradley felt the Lincolns fans de-
served a better showing than what
was presented by his group.

“Once again, it was the same story
as the last two games,” Bradley ex-
plained. “A terrible first period, an im-
proved second and then in the third,
we decided we wanted to play hock-
ey. We're letting down our fans. We've
got momentum, we've got home ice
advantage in the game and we've got
great support from our fans, and we
let them down.”

Game five took place on Wednesday
in London before the series returns
to St. Marys for game six this Friday.
If necessary, game seven is scheduled
for this Sunday in London.
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U12 Snipers take Bronze at Provincials

———

By Spencer Seymour

The U12 St. Marys Snipers brought
home the bronze medal from the
Ringette Ontario U12 Champion-
ships on Easter weekend.

Head coach Evan Habermehl told the
Independent his team found its top
gear at the provincial championship.
“It was some of the best ringette I
have seen these girls play all year,”
said Habermehl.“I am so proud of the
fight they put up. In the round-robin,
they won four of five games and beat
really good teams from Hamilton,
Kitchener, Metcalfe and Muskoka.
The only loss in the round-robin
was to Elora-Fergus in a very hard-
fought game, but even in that one,
they played hard right to the finish.

Habermehl further explained why
he felt the team’s play was the best
of the year.

“All of our players showed up to play.
After the slow start to the season
in the C division, we were getting a
bit complacent playing teams new
to U12. In the second half, when we
were playing against teams closer
to our skill level, it was a big adjust-
ment to have all 17 players show up
to play. At provincials, they all did
that.

“We started having our two goal-
ies split each game, which they did
amazing with. Our defence was re-
ally strong and jumped into the play
quite a bit. The forwards also did

The U12 St. Marys Snipers won the Bronze Medal at the Ringette Ontario U12
Championships on Mar. 31 with a 6-4 victory. Pictured in the front row, from left to
right, are Meredith Stokes, Adrianna McCutchen, Olivia Hendricks, Amara Grant,
Lilly Garniss, Georgia Hunter, Ava Bastien, Kenzie Shackleton, Madi McCutch-
eon, Liv McCutcheon, Brenna Bearss, Kyla Graham, and Maelle Hachler. In the
back row, from left, are assistant coach Kari Stokes, Lyla Habermehl, trainer Lori
Bearss, Lily Johnston, Mary McCutcheon, assistant coach Christen Graham, and
head coach Evan Habermehl. Contributed photo

some hard digging to get the goals
we did. The girls found their groove
in the tournament and came out fly-
ing. They managed to keep bringing
hard work, determination and team-
work to every game they played.”

As noted, the only team to beat St.
Marys in the round-robin was Elo-
ra-Fergus, which the Snipers then
faced again in the semi-finals. De-

spite a solid effort, St. Marys fell by a
score of 5-2. According to Haberme-
hl, the defeat was not due to a lack of
effort or execution.

“In the semi-finals, we had tons of
shots but the Elora-Fergus goalie
made some very impressive saves.
We were working hard and creating
some good opportunities, but we just
couldn't buy a goal to get us to the

LOCAL MATTERS.

championship?

Neither do we!

Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.
They need our support, now more than ever.

Remember that time when Amazon
sponsored your church fundraiser?

Remember when Facebook bought a case of
Girl Guide cookies to support your daughter?

Remember when Google provided free pizza
to your child’s soccer team when they won the
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Check out mccullys.ca for registration
information for McCully's 2024
Summer Camp

McCully's Makes Meal
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McCully’s carries locally produced, four wood blend BBQ smoker
pellets. Check out our selection of ready-made meals. We offer a wide
variety of meat pies and soups, along with baked beans, chili, shepard's
pie, pulled pork and beef stew. Don't forget to pick up a freshly baked
fruit pie, maple butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.
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Open Thursday - Sunday
Thursday, Friday, Sunday - 10-5,
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4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON. N4X 1C5
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CONVENTIONAL OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

gold-medal game.”

The loss resulted in the Snipers tak-
ing a spot in the bronze-medal game
against Forest, the first-place team in
the round-robin. It was a game that
got off to a high-octane start with the
two teams trading goals in the first
period, ultimately ending in a 4-3 St.
Marys lead at the end of the first.

In the second, the Snipers outscored
Forest two goals to one en route to
a 6-4 victory to capture the bronze.
Madison McCutcheon and Kyla Gra-
ham led the charge offensively with
three-point games including a pair of
goals for each. Meredith Stokes and
Ava Bastien also found the back of
the net for the Snipers while Lillian
Garniss and Mary McCutcheon each
had two assists.

In addition to Habermehl, the team'’s
assistant coaches Kari Stokes and
Christen Graham had high praise for
the team’s play.

"Every player brought their play to
the next level in the games at pro-
vincials,” Stokes said.“That was a big
factor that led to the team playing
the best ringette they have all season
and left the bench staff in awe."

"Overall, I think the girls came to-
gether as a team over the weekend
to end a very successful season,
added Graham. “The growth these
young ladies had was awesome and
rewarding to watch."
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Laura Parkinson positions herself for a pass during a Harris-Greig Automotive U9 Cameryn Stokes reaches out to corral a loose puck during a Dunny’s Source For
HL Girls St. Marys Rock game earlier this season Sports U10 A Boys St. Marys Rock game earlier this year.

bl . e ™ | [——

Molly Haight skates towards the net with the puck during a St. Marys Landscaping Angus Queen patrols the blueline while tracking the puck during a U11 C Boys St.
U11 B Girls St. Marys Rock game earlier this season. Marys Rock game earlier this year.

Tys Dewitt flies into the offensive zone with the puck during an Ashton Tire Ser- Finn Wright backhands a shot on goal during a St. Marys Legion U16 A Boys St.
vice U15 LL Boys St. Marys Rock game earlier this season. Marys Rock game earlier this year. Photos by Spencer Seymour
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St. Marys bowlers
take Bronze in Family

Twosome

St. Marys Bowling Lanes
remembers Kelvin

Chambers

A \ - {

Pictured in the front row, from left to right, are Melissa Kittmer, Ilvy Kittmer, and
Aaron Fisher. In the back row, from left, are Jesse Brockman, Aisla Fisher, Rory
Brockman, Gerry Brockman, Nathan McKeen, Jeff Cubberley, and Jaxon Cubber-

ley. Contributed photo

Submitted by St. Marys Bowling Lanes

On April 7, six teams from the St.
Marys Bowling Lanes travelled to
Port Elgin to participate in the YBO
Ontario Family Twosome Tournament
at Sunset Family Fun Centre.

The tournament had two classes with
class one consisting of a YBC bowler
and a non-bowler relative. Class two
was made up of a YBC bowler and
a bowling relative who is in a bowl-
ing league. The class one junior duo
of Jeff and Jaxon Cubberley placed
third and brought home the Bronze
Medals. Gerry Brockman and Nathan
McKeen also took the Bronze in the
junior class two division. The class
one bantam team of Melissa and Ivy
Kittmer placed seventh. Aaron and

Aisla Fisher placed fifth in the class
two bantam division.

In senior action, Nathan and Garrett
Steffler finished in the fourth spot in
the class one category while Jesse and
Rory Brockman rolled their way to a
Bronze in class two.

Nathan McKeen was supposed to
bowl with his grandfather Kelvin
Chambers but Chambers passed away
suddenly two days before the tourna-
ment. McKeen decided to continue
and go to the tournament. He asked
Gerry Brockman to partner with him
as Brockman and Chambers bowled
together. McKeen used his grand-
father’s bowling balls in the tourna-
ment.

stmarys
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h‘f PASTORAL MINISTER - CHAPLAIN

A Jeffrey

Beloved St. Marys Bowling Lanes coach Kelvin Chambers passed away April 5.

Contributed photo
Submitted by St. Marys Bowling Lanes

It was a sombre mood laced with
tears at the St. Marys Bowling Lanes
on April 6 when YBC coach Helen
Brockman informed the youth bowl-
ing league that their beloved coach
Kelvin Chambers had passed away on
April 5.

Chambers was a regular feature at the
lanes. He started the Sunday Legion
League and was captain of the Men'’s
Power House Team. Five years ago
when his grandchildren started bowl-
ing, Chambers came to watch. Since
he was coming every week, Brockman
asked him if he would help her coach
on Saturdays and there was no look-
ing back.

Chambers shared his love of bowling
with so many children. The bowlers
loved “I Beat My Coach” week when
they could choose how the coach-

es bowl. Chambers would be on one
knee, sitting on the floor, bowling
backward, and anything else the chil-
dren would dream up. He was quick
to spot areas for improvement and of-
fered assistance and encouragement.

He could often be seen standing on the
lanes being a bridge for a four-year-
old to throw the ball through his legs
or high-fiving a bowler when they had
a great frame. He had a great sense of
humour and the young bowlers loved
him. Chambers loved to coach groups
who went on to zone and provincial
tournaments. He would trade a shift
to ensure he could be at the competi-
tion with his bowlers.

At Sunday Funday bowling, he would
share his knowledge and help others
improve. He loved the competition
and the sport. Coach Kelvin, you will
be missed.
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Renovation, installing brick &
stone on custom homes as well
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stone for fireplace installation.
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Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem
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We offer early morning appointment fimes, and have later
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Western Mustangs host Join Our Board of Directors &
pitching clinic at DCVI Board Committees!

The Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance (HPHA) Board of Directors
is recruiting community members for the following positions:

. Two (2) individuals from the catchment area of the HPHA to
join the Board of Directors, and

. Three (3) individuals from each of the four hospital
catchment areas - Clinton, St. Marys, Seaforth and
Stratford - to join our Board Committees (Governance &
Stakeholder Relations, Quality, Resources & Audit).

Prospective candidates will bring their skills, expertise and
experience to the HPHA’s Board of Directors/Board Committees,

St. Marys fastball got off to an early start this season by welcoming the Western and demonstrate a strong commitment to our communities and

Mustangs to town to host a pitching clinic. The Western Mustangs brought coach- o . . , - .
es and players representing women in sport to mentor the next generation. It was the organization, aligned with the HPHA's Values, Vision, Mission

a great opportunity for our young athletes to learn skills from such great local tal- and Guiding Principles.
ent. The players showed great improvement and we can’t wait to watch our fastball o _ _ _ N _ )
teams on the field this season. Contributed photo Individuals interested in making a positive, sustained impact on

our local health system and on the health and wellness of those
we represent are encouraged to join the upcoming Virtual
Information Session to find out more about our organization and

—_—

LUCKHaEDT the positions advertised.

L A NDOW0OR K S Thg HPHA is committed to equity, inclusion, diversity and
anti-racism.

e Excavation
* Trucking
e Septic Installation

* Landscape
Design & Build

Virtual Information Session
Wednesday, April 17, 2024 at 7 p.m.
Via Zoom

HURON PERTH
HEALTHCARE

ALLITANCE (519-272-8205 or susan.davey@hpha.ca)

RSVP to Sue Davey, Executive Assistant

GOT A PROJECT IN MIND FOR 20242

Application forms are available on HPHA'’s
s A tHED 9 m website (www.hpha.ca)
Bryn Luckhardt, N.P.D www.hpha.ca  Application deadline: May 3, 2024

519-272-3408 * bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com
www.luckhardtlandworks.com FROUGMEMBER,
ST. MARYS, ONTARIO ' e

: HEAD OFFICE: :
150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | Tico #500101‘5’9 :
BRANCH OFFICE: 2

210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | TICO #50025796 -«
St. Marys 519-284-2332 | New Hamburg 226-333-9939 R
www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com
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St. Marys Community Players finds new home for
spring productions

By Emily Stewart

As the main venue for St. Marys
Community Players (SMCP) remains
closed, the community theatre group
found a new venue.

SMCP announced on Facebook in an
April 5 post they will host their spring
productions at the Riverwalk Com-
mons under the theme, “One door
shuts and another one opens down
by the river.” Four one-act plays will
be featured starting with Norm Fos-
ter's My Narrator and The Death of
Me on April 24 and 25 and then Col-
leen Neumann’'s Riverview Tape #23
on May 22 and 23.

The spring productions are usual-
ly held at the St. Marys Town Hall
Theatre, but the SMCP had to find a
new venue as town hall undergoes
renovations to be completed later in
the spring. Marie Stevens, a member
of the SMCP board of directors, said
board members considered scrapping
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a spring production altogether to take
a break, but others wanted to still
have something for the spring to kick
off the 50th anniversary ahead of the
fall musical production.

The community players onstage and
behind the scenes for the upcoming
SMCP productions will be new to the
community theatre group and will be
mentored by other stage players with
previous experience.

"We decided to try something differ-
ent,” Stevens said. “We wanted and
we're trying to encourage new mem-
bers and bring people out to enjoy
theatre. If people auditioned for our
four one-act plays that we're doing
this spring and they'd never been
part of SMCP, we gave them a part.”

Riverwalk Commons at 84 Water St. S.
is a new-to-town venue that seats 40
people.

"It's a much smaller theatre, but

.

- s

that's kind of one of the things that
we wanted to do with this produc-
tion,” said Liane Gregory-Sterritt,
vice-president of SMCP. “We wanted
to welcome new people and we want-
ed to take away any kind of obstacles
that maybe would be keeping some-
body from not having participated
in theatre before, or with us for that
matter. (We told people) they would
automatically get casted (if) they
came to an audition (and) it would be
a smaller house size."

The one-act plays will be staged read-
ings where performers can access
their scripts if needed. The small-
er-productions for the spring remove
concerns about having to memorize
lines for the first time and also come
with simpler setup.

"We don't have to have a set built,”
Stevens said. “There's not that much
work to be done. There's minimal
props. There have been rehearsals

because there will be some blocking
and movement, but they will have
their scripts and they don't have to
memorize things. It's a nice introduc-
tion for someone who has never been
in the theatre before."

SMCP will also start the plays at 7
p.m., an hour earlier than the usual
8 p.m. start time. Gregory-Sterritt ex-
plained there will be time for a Q&A
with the cast and directors as well as
a social with some refreshments.

"We want to encourage people to talk
to existing members of SMCP, the di-
rectors, the actors and the producers
that will be there about opportunities
to join us. It's kind of like a bit of an
outreach to bring people in to experi-
ence what it's like."

Tickets are $15 and can be purchased
at Troyer’s Spices at 110 Queen St. or
by calling 226-661-8777. If the shows
do not sell out, there will be some
tickets available at the door.
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Check your hearing.

Your hearing helps you stay connected
to those who matter most, enjoy all
the sights and sounds around you, and
maintain a good quality of life.

Get your hearing checked by a licensed
hearing care professional at your local
Connect Hearing clinic.

Connect Hearing

YOUR HEARING PROFESSIONALS

Save up to $2,000 on a pair of Select level
hearing aids with your CAA membership!*

Rewards

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM




St. Marys Independent

Thursday, April 11, 2024

COMMUNITY

Sprlngtlme in St Marys

It is that time of year when the male turkeys strut thelr stuff for courtship dlsplays
to attract the females. They start this ritual in early spring. Very often you see them
in groups of two. The one turkey will serve as a "wingman” for his male counter-
part in the hopes of attracting a hen. On average a dominant male will produce

Baseball hall of fame board
takes in Jays home opener

The Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame board was fortunate to take in the Toronto Blue
Jays home opener Monday April 8. The board spent the afternoon in a boardroom in To-
ronto's financial district discussing strategies for the hall before walking a few blocks
to the Rogers Centre to see the game, in which the Jays handily disposed of the Mari-
ners. Pictured above in the back row from left are Scott Crawford, Scott Smith and Jay
Chaney. In the front row from left are Mayor Al Strathdee, board chair Jeremy Diamond,

coun. Rob Edney, Candy McEwen and hall curator Lindsay Earle. Contributed photo

seven offspring. Photo by Wendy Lamond

$18,999 e $27,998 o $27:899 $24,999 ,_,. $26,898 ...
LOWKMS-70,951KM LOW KMS -63,739 KM LOW KMS-21,910 KM LOW KMS - 134,688 KM LOW KMS-29,594 KM
2023 lesanSentra 2!]2{} lesan Kmks SV 2016 Nissan Rogue

$20 898 +HST & lic $181999 + HET & lic
LOWKEIS-47,564 KM LOWKMS-110321 KM
2019 Ford Ranger Supercrew 2020 Ford Escape Titanium 2021 Dodge Challenger R/T 2022 Mazda CX-9

$ 2 4 1 9 9 9 + HST & lic
LOWKMS-23,516 KM
2019 Mercedes GLA—25

$28,395"""”"- 5331898--1:[-!-:1. $32,898-|m.‘||n $4?,495 HST Rl $39’9991P’5I;\--:
LOW KMS - 87,492 KM LOW KMS - 80,655 KM LOWKMS-10,215KM LOWKMS - 17,119 KM LOW KMS - 33,465 KM
*While cvery eflfon is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions, Please see your dealer for current pricing. Ples tax and Heensing, Some terms and conditons may apply

BAD CREDIT... NO PROBLEM!. We work with multiple banks and credit unions to get you APPROVED with the

LOWEST RATE POSSIBLE! All Credit Approved with $0 Down.

STRATFORD NISSAN
/\ 2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON Fe:@
NISSAN 519.273.3119 e S
: EERER
St rat rd NISSAN www.stratfordnissan.com ?ﬂ_@%ﬁj%
s'mm: HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thu. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00 PARTS & SERVICE: Mon.-Sat. 8:00-5:00 @i

*0ur Service Department is Now Open on Saturdays*




Thursday, April 11, 2024

St. Marys Independent

HISTORY

HISTO RIC ST. MARYS: Charlotte Rogers’ Memory Book

By Mary Smith

Last Saturday, there was a big sale of scrapbooking
materials at the Community Centre, with a portion
of the proceeds from this event going towards se-
nior services in St. Marys. It is easy to imagine how
early creators of scrapbooks and memory albums
would have loved to have had this wonderful array
of scrapping supplies to choose from. But although
their original owners were limited in the materi-
al available to them, the St. Marys Museum has
several lovely examples of 19th century memory
albums in the archives. One of them belonged to
Lottie Rogers.

For Christmas 1879, 23-year-old Charlotte Cecilia
(Lottie) Rogers was given a handsome new album
with a dark green cloth cover with gold lettering
and decorative scrolling. Most of the pages inside
were blank - these were for Lottie to fill. Inter-
spersed throughout the book were full-page steel
engravings of scenes from nature and idyllic rural
life, produced by the Illman Brothers of Philadel-
phia, the publishers of the album. It was a special
gift for a special year ahead. During 1880, Lottie
became engaged to marry a young St. Marys man,
John Reid, and would spend considerable time
finishing her trousseau and preparing for her De-
cember wedding.

The photograph with this week’s column is a for-
mal portrait of John and Lottie at the time of their
marriage. John looks like a prosperous young gen-
tleman, quite satisfied with life. It is not a partic-
ularly flattering picture of Lottie. She is wearing a
beautiful dress, its long train draped on the floor
to the side. But to modern eyes, she is so tightly
corseted that that she looks stiff and uncomfort-
able, as if she’s just waiting for the photography
session to be finished so that she can loosen her
stays a bit. Still, they are a handsome young couple,
ready to start their life together.

Charlotte was the daughter of Nicholas and Annie
Rogers, two of the earliest residents of St. Marys.
They had been married in Devonshire, England,
and immigrated to Canada with their oldest child,
Nicholas Junior, in the early 1840s. Their other
children were all born here. By the time of Lottie’s
marriage, her father was the owner of consider-
able acreage inside the municipal boundaries east
of James Street South. When this property was
developed into town lots in the mid-20th century,
Rogers Avenue was named to commemorate the
original owner. Lottie was the youngest of the five
Rogers children. Nicholas Junior died in 1878, at
the age of 36 but her brother, Thomas, and sisters
Ann and Lucinda would all have been interested in
seeing their sister happily married.

In comparison, John Reid was the oldest in his
family. His parents, Robert and Margaret Reid,
were born in Scotland and married there. When
they immigrated to North America in the 1850s,
they first settled in the United States where John
was born in 1854. They then moved to Canada and
their other five children were born in Ontario. In
the 1871 census, they were living in Waterloo and
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John and Charlotte Reid 1880, from the collection of
the St. Marys Museum

their children were still of school age. By 1880,
when John was courting Lottie, his family was
well-established in St. Marys and living in the west
ward of the town. John was working as a machinist.
His father was a foundryman — both highly valued
trades at that time. John had a sister, Euphemia,
two years younger, who had already married and
left home. But another sister, Margaret, and three
brothers: James, Robert and Andrew, still lived with
their parents.

Throughout 1880, Lottie seems to have spent many
social hours both in St. Marys and also visiting
friends and relatives in nearby communities, par-
ticularly Mitchell. She collected autographs during
these visits, making memories to ponder after her
status changed from single to married woman. The
first message in her album is from John Reid him-
self, written in April 1879. It is a light, little rhyme,
not in any way original, but one used in autograph
books for decades: “In sailing down the stream of
life / In your little bark canoe / I hope you'll have
a pleasant time / And room enough for two.” This
seems to suggest an early stage of courtship rather
than actual engagement. A few months later, on a
page farther into the album, two lines from John to
Lottie are more affectionate as he draws on a quo-
tation from Samuel Taylor Coleridge: “That bright
and blue-eyed floweret of the brook / Hope’s gen-
tle gem, the sweet forget-me-not.”

Lottie’s older sister, Lucinda, had married John
Whyte of Mitchell in May 1879. Lottie spent some
time staying with her sister during the summer of

1880 and several autographs in her album were
written by friends she made there. One young man
from Mitchell, George Roy, was an artist. He was a
few years younger than Lottie but apparently ad-
mired her and enjoyed her friendship. For one of
his messages in the album, he took great care to
write it within an ornate scroll, embellished with
birds and trailing feathers — all done with pen and
ink. Lottie seems to have become good friends with
John’s sister, Margaret Reid, who was 19 in 1880,
and engaged to marry Gilbert Dusty, a member of
another prosperous, long-time St. Marys family.
Both Maggie and Gib wrote affectionate messages
in Lottie’s album.

Several pages suggest a group activity: a number
of signatures, each in a calling-card size rectan-
gle, fanned out artistically on the page. These were
friends of both John and Lottie — they and their
families can be found on census records from that
time. On pages she particularly liked, Lottie add-
ed extra decorations, “paper fancies” — stickers of
colourful flowers that she would have bought at
a stationery store. Roses and lilies were favour-
ite choices. Lottie collected names and messages
from about 50 people — men and women - during
the year before her wedding. Her autograph book
stands as a record of a very happy time in her
young life. John Wood Reid and Charlotte Cecilia
Rogers were married in the Rogers home on James
Street South on Wednesday, December 1, 1880.
The Reverend James Hannon, St. Marys Methodist
Church, officiated. The young couple made their
home in the west ward, not far from John’s parents.

But their life together came to an abrupt end. This
brief notice appeared in the St. Marys Argus, Sep-
tember 22, 1881 - ten months after John and Lottie’s
wedding. “The people of the town were astonished
to learn of the very unexpected death from heart
disease of Mrs. John Reid on Thursday forenoon
last. Mrs. Reid, who had been confined just ten
days previously, was in the act of dressing, and was
sitting on the side of the bed when she evidently
felt something wrong and said to Mrs. Allen, the
nurse who had been attending her, that it was get-
ting dark. Mrs. Allen at once sent for Mr. Reid and
a neighbour, and laid her head back upon a pillow.
But before any person had arrived, although only
a minute or two elapsed, Death had done its work.
Mrs. Reid was a young woman, well known in this
town where she had resided all her life, being the
youngest daughter of Mr. Nicholas Rogers. She was
only married on the first day of last December, and
her young husband has the heartfelt sympathy of
this entire community.”

Lottie had been confined - that is, given birth - just
ten days before she died. Many women of that era
did not survive childbirth because infection fre-
quently set in. However, Lottie had died of heart
failure, something no one could have predicted.
Her little daughter did survive and was also given
the name “Charlotte.” What happened to her and
how her mother’s beautiful album came to the St.
Marys Museum is a story for next week’s column.
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Foodgrains Bank information meeting hosted in Thorndale

By Nancy Abra

Since 1983, the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, with a
network of Christian base agencies and 30 Christian
denominations across Canada, have been working to-
gether to end hunger for families around the world.

The local connection in the Thorndale area is The
Good Neighbour Project, which has been part of the
Foodgrains Bank network since 1994.

The Good Neighbour Project committee hosted a
Foodgrains Bank information meeting recently at
Thorndale United Church. Henry Reinders, a farmer
from Meaford and the Ontario regional representa-
tive for Foodgrains, shared a presentation with the
gathering of approximately 30 people from across the
region.

Reinders stated there are two types of Foodgrains
Bank projects that focus on providing emergency
food assistance and facilitating long-term response
work. In his presentation, Reinders said in 2023 the
Foodgrains project provided $80 million of assistance

Pictured from left are John Elliott of the local Good Neigh-
bour Project, digital media officer Maya Van der Woerd of
the Foodgrains Bank, and Henry Reinders, Ontario repre-
sentative for Foodgrains Bank, at a recent Foodgrains Bank
information meeting in Thorndale. Photo by Nancy Abra

for 1.1 million people in 36 countries. The goal by
2026 is to reach 1.5 million people who need food as-
sistance in their time of crisis, and assist in the long-
term response in educating farmers in certain regions
of the world to help them improve their growing
practices for food-production success. Reinders also
gave an update on the volatile situation in Gaza as

they are working with a couple of partners to get food
to people in that country.

Foodgrains Bank digital media officer Maya Van der
Woerd also shared a couple of success stories featur-
ing farmers in Kenya and Burundi who were part of
the education program to help build better agricul-
tural practices to grow food in Africa.

While the Foodgrains Bank collects donations from
individuals and corporations, farmers in nine prov-
inces support this charity in a unique way through
their growing projects. These projects see farmers
plant, grow, harvest and then sell a crop, usually lo-
cally, with the proceeds sent to the Foodgrains Bank
head office in Winnipeg. These donated funds are
then matched 4:1 by the Canadian government.

John Elliott of the local Good Neighbour Project
shared their success story for the Foodgrains Bank
as did others at this meeting. They shared what
they grew and the funds raised for this very import
Foodgrains program to end world hunger.

Thorndale Optimist
‘Catch the Ace’ draw

Ace winner. After clearing almost half of the board of enclosed cards, Micaela Mead-
ows of Thorndale was the winner when her number was the Ace of Clubs, winning the
share-the-wealth prize money. This draw was also livestreamed on the Thorndale Op-
timist Facebook page so ticket holders could watch the proceedings. In attendance at
the Catch the Ace draw last week are Thorndale Optimist members Michael Fernando,
Bill Tipping, Melanie Sorensen, Greg Morris, Don Phillips, Bob Graham and Bob So-
rensen. Photo by Nancy Abra

Happy April from the
Thorndale Library!

By Thorndale Library staff

We had a fantastic March. Thorndale
resident and trans author Loghan Pay-
lor joined us for an author talk in cel-
ebration of their debut novel, The Cure
for Drowning. Thank you, Loghan!
Thank you, also, to George and Carol for
enthusiastically hosting the very popu-
lar Solar Eclipse Information Drop-In
program. March break was a blast, too!

This month, on April 24 at 4:30 p.m.,
we’ll be making our own recycled pa-
per that can be planted at our Earth Day
Paper Making program. Registration re-
quired.

Gather and Quilt meets on Friday, April
26 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Bring
your supplies and work on your quilting
projects with friends old and new.

To register, please visit us online at

www.library.middlesex.ca/events or
contact library staff at 519-461-1150.

Please join us at our weekly drop-in
programs, too. Storytime is the place to
be for little ones and their caregivers on
Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. School-aged chil-
dren are invited to Afterschool Hangout
on Thursdays from 4:30-5:30 p.m. Also,
every Saturday we’ll have a craft avail-
able for children to come in and try at
our new Art Attack drop-in program.

Need a little bit of reading inspiration?
Middlesex County Library has provided
suggestions for each month. For April,
learn some new facts or a new skill by
reading a non-fiction title.

As always, feel free to drop in, call us at
519-461-1150, or email us at thorndale_
staff@middlesex.ca with any questions
or to register for upcoming programs.
‘We hope to see you at the library!

Kuenz%n

PRUNING AND TRIMMING
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HOSTING

By V] Knutson

The message I received Easter week-
end was regarding a couple in their
60’s. Vitali is 67 and his wife, Oksana,
65. They have accommodation until
May 5th and need help finding em-
ployment and long term housing. The
volunteer who wrote to me expressed
her doubts that a couple at this age
can survive without support. She sug-
gested that maybe they can be live in
caregivers for a family needing such
services. Vitali, she says, wants to
work anywhere, his wife would like
to be a caretaker for children or the
elderly. Their documentation is com-
plete and they are ready to work.

Finding work, it turns out, is not the
issue. With help from my fellow vol-
unteers, we have found them an op-
portunity for employment. Now we
need help with housing/hosting. It
takes a lot to give up one’s life, es-
pecially for those normally reaching
retirement. I can’t imagine that they

Canadians Care

are going to be too selective about
where they land. They are just seek-
ing the peace that Canadian life of-
fers. A peace that is becoming more
and more rare in Ukraine.

The family I wrote about last week
are settling in with their new host at
Spring Farm. This is the third family
that Mary Ann and John Brown have
hosted and we are all very grateful.
The challenge for the Browns, how-
ever, is that they are located midway
between St Marys and London, with-
out public transportation. Doug Bet-
teridge is supplying a bike for the
young man, but Mom needs volun-
teers to drive her to English classes
in St Marys, particularly on Monday
evenings and Saturday mornings, as
she is a beginner. They will also need
occasional rides into town or London
for job interviews, or other appoint-
ments.

If you can help either family, please
send me a message.

Alona Orekhivska messaged me this
week to ask if I could include a spe-
cial thank you to Heidi and Harold
Van Galen in my article:

“They navigate Ukrainian girls how
to pass road test and get a driver’s li-
cense in Canada. Their help is price-
less. I admire their patience and en-
durance. I just got my licence yester-
day. I'm so happy Heidi and Harold
were a part of my journey. And as far
as I know there is a line of ladies who
want to be next student.

I really appreciate their contribution.
Sometimes it takes a while to be-
come a confident driver, especially for
women. I've been thinking and wait-
ing for a sign how to prepare myself
for exam. Than my friend Tanya Yan-
chuck who had already successfully
passed her exam told about her driv-
ing experience with Heidi and Har-
old. And I thought...this is my sign.

I know that for most people in Cana-

da, driving isn’t a big deal or accom-
plishment. Nevertheless, we shouldn't
take for granted these little achieve-
ments when we settle down in a new
country.”

Well said, Alona. I agree that the Van
Galens have amazing patience and
commitment to helping newcomers.

One last note to hopefully make you
smile. In our Stratford English sup-
port class, we have newcomers from
more than just the Ukrainian commu-
nity. This Saturday, I was tasked with
covering the class as our Ukrainian
teacher is currently away I asked
the question: “What is strange about
Canadian life?” One participant an-
swered: “That Canadians care and as
a society help others.”

Hooray for us!
Until next time.

(Reach me at english.knutson@gmail.
com.)

519-284-2820

Andrew L. Hodges
Funeral Home Ltd.

Price list and preplanning information always
available on our website or contact us
to meet in person to discuss your wishes.

47 Wellington Street South, St. Marys
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

Serving St. Marys and area since 2003
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FROM THE GARDEN: is that native?

By Nancy Abra

Since 1959, the United Na-
tions designates a specific

topic to promote, through
awareness and action ob-
jectives of the organization.
Over the years, topic themes
have covered areas in nature,
peoples, food crops, and sus-
tainability to mention a few.
For 2024, the United Nations
chose ‘Camelids’ and their
importance to livelihoods of
millions of households across
90 countries. (https://www.un-
.org/en/observances/interna-
tional-years)

How are camelids related
to the garden, you may ask?
Well, they arent really. But
I thought it was quite ironic
that after attending a webinar
recently, it was suggested we
read the book, Where do cam-
els belong? by Ken Thomp-
son.

Where do camels belong?
delves into the intriguing

world of ‘native’ and ‘alien’
species. Thompson, a biolo-
gist from England, challeng-
es our assumptions where
certain species of both ani-
mal and plant originate and
their spread across the globe.
While many may think that
camels originated in the Mid-
dle East Arab world, they are
relatively newcomers. Cam-
els evolved in North Ameri-
ca, more particularly, in the
southern United States mil-
lions of years ago. From there
they spread and their descen-
dents, llamas and alpacas,
have the greatest diversity in
South America. Currently the
only remaining wild drome-
daries are found in Australia.

Thompson explores the chal-
lenges between what we
deem ‘native’ and ‘alien’ in-
vasive species. This topic is
particularly relevant today
for gardeners as we wrestle
with biodiversity and ecolog-
ical balance in our gardens.
We often assume that cer-
tain plants are native to spe-
cific regions, but this can be
more complex than it seems.
Thompson delves into animal
and plant species as to where
they have originated and
their distribution that has
evolved over thousands of
years. Also, genetic diversity
allows species to respond and

survive in changing environ-
ments while some species die
out and become extinct.

It is easy to understand how
some birds or flying insects
have migrated over time to
other regions. But on the oth-
er hand, species of all kinds
are capable of migrations
that are not always easily ex-
plained, and some of these
take place quite routinely. For
instance, plants with small,
light seeds can be dispersed
long distances by the wind
and water and some seeds
hitch-hike on animals. Hu-
man activities, such as our
early settlers bringing seeds
from their homes in Europe or
Asia to plant here. For exam-
ple, the dandelion, which was
introduced by early settlers
as a food crop, is deemed now
by many as an invasive weed.
Also, during the 19th and
20th century, the introduction
of exotic plant species from
faraway countries became
sought-after elements for
gardens and parks. As these
‘alien’ plants set down roots
and adapted to this region,
they have now spread be-
yond our gardens. Thompson
discusses how plants become
invasive when introduced to
new ecosystems. These inva-
sive plants can out compete
native species, can affect soil

f ¥

composition, water availabil-
ity and even the behavior of
other organisms. As we rely
on global trade and transpor-
tation, that too has contribut-
ed to the introduction of some
species that pose significant
threats to plant health and
local ecosystems here.

Thompson does state that
not all non-native species
deserve the bad press they
receive. The black-and-white
view of ‘natives’ - good,
‘aliens’ - bad is only justified
on a few species that cause
undoubted economic or en-
vironmental harm when they
move to new areas. The vast
majority does no harm or are
positively useful, including
practically all the crop plants
and animals on which human
civilization depends. Our

honeybee is an alien species
introduced to North America
a few centuries ago that we
rely on for food and pollina-
tion. Wheat is a good example
of an ‘alien’ plant which orig-
inated from the fertile region
of the Middle East thousands
of years ago which is an im-
portant food crop grown here
and in other regions in the
world.

As gardeners we should be
encouraged to have a better
understanding of plant spe-
cies, recognizing the role of
‘alien’ plants in our gardens,
and the consequences they
may play in landscapes, in the
environment and their inter-
actions with native plants.

Source: Where Do Camels
Belong? by Ken Thompson;
Greystone Books
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April 27, 2024

Right after the meat
draw

Approx. 6:45 p.m.
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SHACKLETON’S

FERN PRIDHAM - Broker

Available at the bar

66 CHURCH STREET NORTH, ST. MARYS

919 284-2267

Proudly serving the community
for nearly 20 years!
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519.871.8069
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Riddles

What do the Montreal
Canadiens and the
Titanic have in

boney.

Why shouldn’t curlers
tell jokes on the ice?

common?
They both look good Beca:;:il:t might
until they hit the ice. up

What has antlers and

How do you get 50 sucks blood?

Canadians out of a

swimming pool? A moose-quito

You say, “please get
out of the swimming
pool.”

What does Canada

Why is maple syrup
always so sad?

Because it’s sappy.

produce that no other HO(‘:V dogf.ou %et

country in the world atana 1_an? °
produces? apologize?
Canadians Step on their foot.

Why are Canadian

What did the sn
at © snow students so smart?

say to the Rocky

Mountains? They get lots of ehs.
I've got your Why do hockey
covered. players like baking
cakes?

What was the
skeleton doing at the
hockey game?

Because they're
great at icing.

Driving the zam-

Danika Terpstra (11)

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that
appears in the paper gets a FREE
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!
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& “  Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
- Word SearCh - : -\("’f : Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
% 3 Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca
‘ Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth
P Z S A | T U M R Z O P X I QMOGC O G WOI'd LiSt
F S S 1 XY S A S X KSGARUJSDTR
U Q X J RASMAD JRUBSHOT CGUOE Scottie Scheffler
D E K J P ON M QY 6 N I T N O S F B Jon Rahm
R HCHATDTT P X G B CV KRTAR A
Rory MclIlroy
J O 1 U K J 0O E K C L J XV AT UO G
V._LRDPVE OTLRTETGCANYHTINTR R.I Viktor Hovland
V E T ZEVCMUBASSUADME | Y V Brooks Koepka
H P AW O K I Q K Z CPFHY S EMD Wyndham Clark
T T P R KR I K NTLHZ CFOCUPCU
Xander
E X Z R S NI EMTBIDMILAY Z HO | L Schauffele
| J T B KEEMAOTDJ K Il UUETZ RTLR . .
Matt Fitzpatrick
P L I UOTFILAHTRTFJDWTFTFSRD
S X FDOOUJRTEFZSHMWUJHMETLOE Hideki
Matsuyama
N QTARY RTWNIKRUOHA GQGTLTEYL
A GTHBMYY 1l RFOYVUGTETHIL.L Jordan Spieth
D Z AGOTEA AV BDGG GDALR RTR RTL 0 E Joaquin Niemann
R FMWMWAQRUMTEUDIEKJMAJ B DV Ludvig Aberg
o J A QU I NNIT EMANNANTU G . .
Will Zalatoris
J NN KRALU GCMAUHDNY H T D F A

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEK

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is
pleased to be the sponsor of the

PET OF THE WEEK

April is Heartworm Awareness Month
What is HEARTWORM?

Heartworm is a serious and potentially fatal disease
that can be found in dogs, cats, and other animals.

Heartworm is caused when an animal is bitten by
an affected mosquito, allowing for the mosquito to
transmit parasitic worms.

The worms are then transmitted to the animals blood
stream, introducing great risk to their health

Heartworm can be prevented. Book your pets
heartworm test and start prevention today!

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com

Our Pet of the Week is Ashdon, a Golden
Retriever, who will be 10 years old in
June. He enjoys his two daily walks
around town and then relaxes, laying at
our feet. He loves playing hide and seek
and likes cats. Ashdon is a member of
the Fletcher family.
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O H T H E P L AC E S WE LL G O Bootlegging, moonshine, and other liquid reasons to enjoy New Brunswick

By Paul Knowles

We were standing in a tum-
ble-down shack in Saint-
Hilaire, N.B., a two-minute
walk from the Saint John Riv-
er that is the border between
Canada and the United States.
The most prominent thing
in the room was an ancient
wooden still. As I examined
this artifact of days gone by,
my host, Réginald Nadeau,
asked if I would like to sam-
ple the “bagosse” - moonshine
in English — made recently in
that still.

“Is that legal?” I asked.

Reg smiled and explained
that this very primitive dis-
tillery — one of two buildings
that make up the Bootlegger
Museum - is licensed to make
moonshine on one day of the
year, for the St. Hilaire Moon-
shine Festival in August.

“We have a permit to brew
bagosse the artisanal way,” he
says.

They happened to have some
left over, so of course I sam-
pled the bagosse. And when I
got my breath back, I admitted
that it was very tasty, if a tad
powerful.

Reg tells me that the details
of the local bagosse recipe are
kept secret, but then reveals
that the moonshine begins

with potatoes, raisins, sugar,
yeast and apples, and that it
takes seven to eight days to
ferment. This produces a hefty
hooch - 75 per-cent alcohol —
but they cut it to 55 per cent
for public consumption, still
packing quite a wallop.

It's no coincidence that the
Bootlegger Museum is lo-
cated in Saint-Hilaire. The
house beside the moonshine
shed, which now houses ar-
tifacts related to bootlegging,
moonshining and smuggling,
was once the home of Max-
ime Albert, who Reg describes
as “one of the three biggest
bootleggers in Northern New
Brunswick and Riviere-du-
Loup.” This is saying a lot be-
cause it seems that, during
American prohibition, boot-
legging was the number-one
industry in western New
Brunswick.

“He was the Al Capone of the
North,” Reg said.

In fact, Alberts daughter
served as secretary to the no-
torious American gangster.

This story is told in the sim-
ple displays at the Bootlegger
Museum. To get the real sto-
ry, you should arrange a tour
with Reg Nadeau, something
he is more than happy to pro-
vide. This experience is off
the beaten track but will be
a highlight of any visit to this
underappreciated part of New
Brunswick. If you can be one
of several thousand to visit
the village for the Moonshine
Festival, so much the better.

It's no exaggeration to say that
moonshining and smuggling
were huge business all along
the Saint John River. At St.
Hilaire, Maine is less than a
Vladimir Guerrero home run
away, so access to a thirsty

Big Fiddle owner and resident raconteur Trent Jewett.

market was readily available.
In the hungry 1920s, says Reg,
“Bootlegging was an opportu-
nity to make money and help
the district.”

Whatever the reality, the leg-
end of Maxime Albert has tak-
en on Robin Hood qualities.
Reg talked of a time when Al-
bert knew that an important
churchman was to visit, so he
dressed as a Roman Catholic
cardinal, assembled an entou-
rage of 10 automobiles, and
was welcomed as a VIP into
the US. Each car, of course,
was carrying all the illegal
booze it could hold.

“The day after,” says Reg, “the
real monsignor came to cus-
toms and had a problem.”

Reg Nadeau has a personal
connection to Albert.

“He helped my grandparents
save their land,” says Reg.

Albert passed away in 1953.
The simple home and distill-
ery shack that house the small
museum are owned by the lo-
cal municipality. Reg is clearly
the spark behind the museum,
which houses a good selection
of artifacts from bootlegging
days, as well as, ironically, the
desk, phone and typewriter
from the prohibition-era po-
lice station.

The art of the still is alive and
well all down the western side
of New Brunswick. About an
hour and a half south of Max-
ime Albert's one-time resi-
dence is the blatantly named
“Moonshine Creek Distillery”
where they make - among
other delectable beverages — a
variety of legal moonshines,
including Apple Crumble
Moonshine.

Owner Jeremiah Clark told me
his grandfather had been “a

Reg Nadeau W|th the anment st|II that still produces bagosse one
day a year. The chap in the background is actually a life-sized
photo of famed local bootlegger, Maxime Albert, a crony of Al Ca-

pone. All photos by Paul Knowles

barber and local bootlegger.”
He's proud to carry on the
family tradition, albeit legal-
ly. Justin Marcoux, who was
offering samples from behind
the bar, states, “New Brunwick
became the number-one boot-
legging province.”

Another hour southeast will
take you to the Big Fiddle
Still, owned and operated by
Trent Jewett. Trent’s a larger-
than-life, convivial chap who
has never met a customer he
didn’t like or a story he didn’t
love to tell. The Big Fiddle is
so named because the distill-
ery is in Harvey, hometown of
Canadian fiddling icon Don
Messer.

Trent not only tells stories, he
creates them. Atop his bar is
a stuffed beaver, and he’s in-
vented the New Brunswick
equivalent to Newfoundland’s
kiss-the-cod. At the Big Fid-

dle, you kiss the beaver (yes,
that sparks innumerable com-
ments) and down a shot of
New Brunswick Scream, one
of the delicious, flavour-in-
fused vodkas Trent produces.
My favourite is salted caramel.

I suspect that when you think
about New Brunswick, boot-
legging, stills and moonshine
aren't top of mind. Given
their place in the history of
the province, and the mod-
ern moonshiners ready to
welcome visitors, perhaps it
should be.

I'd go back in a minute, but
I wouldn't kiss that beaver
again.

Paul Knowles is an author and
travel writer, and President of
the Travel Media Association of
Canada. To contact Paul about
travel, his books, or speaking
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net.

Moonshine Creek Distillery owner Jeremiah Clark, whose grandfather had been a
local bootlegger.
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Marcia “Marti” Grace Ryan
(nee Middleton) passed away
with family at her side at the
Rotary Hospice Stratford

| Perth on March 30, 2024 at
the age of 78.

Predeceased by her beloved
husband Joseph “Ronald”
Ryan (2021). Mother of Kelly
Ryan (Randy Mogk) and Dan
Ryan (Pam). Grandma of Taylor Baker (Steve), Ma-
son Vernooy (Lauren) and Felicity Vernooy (Julien).
Great-grandma of Blakelyn and Braxton Baker. Sister
of Dan Middleton (Sharon), Brian Middleton (Tessa)
and sister-in-law of Grant Barton. Predeceased by her
parents Bertram and Mildred Middleton (nee MacKay)
and siblings Susan Barton, and Jenny Henderson
(Don).

Marcia’s life was defined by her unwavering dedica-
tion to her family and friends. Her legacy is one of
love, kindness, and generosity. Marcia touched the
lives of countless people during her lifetime, through
her career in nursing, and also in her teachings, her
impact will continue to be felt for many years to come.
Marcia’s family and friends will take comfort in know-
ing that her memory will live on through the countless
lives she impacted and examples of strength, cour-
age, and kindness she set for us all.

Cremation to take place with a private family interment
in St. Marys Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations of
sympathy can be made to Rotary Hospice Stratford
Perth or the St. Marys Healthcare Foundation. Online
condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

Chliamb

o In Memory of
: Kelvin Chambers
April 8, 1958 — April 5, 2024

It is with heavy heatrts to an-
nounce that Kelvin passed
away with family by his side at
the University Hospital, Lon-
don on April 5, 2024. Survived
by his wife Brenda (nee Bal-
lantyne) his daughter Michelle
McKeen (Matt), and his son Kevin. Special Papa

to Nathan and Natalie McKeen. Also surviving, his
mother Thelma Chambers, brothers Norm, Ed (Lyn-
da), sister Diane Youngson (Dave) his mother-in-law
Mabel Ballantyne, brothers-in-law Barry Ballantyne
(Sandy) and Dale Ballantyne. Fondly remembered by
many nieces and nephews. Predeceased by his father
George Chambers (2005) and father-in-law Grant
Ballantyne (1981). Kelvin was an employee at Vet
Purchasing. He enjoyed bowling, volunteering at the
Youth Bowling Programs, playing in the Men’s League
and Sunday Fun Day. The biggest joy in his life was
spending time with his grandchildren and his pets.
The family would like to thank the doctors and nurses
at Stratford General Hospital and University Hospital
for their exceptional care and compassion. Cremation
has taken place. Visitation will be held at the Andrew
L. Hodges Funeral Home, 47 Wellington St. S. St.
Marys, on Thursday, April 11, from2 -4 & 7 —9 pm.
A private family funeral will take place. In his memory,
donations may be made to the Ontario Heart & Stroke
Foundation, St. Marys Healthcare Foundation, or the
Stratford Perth Humane Society. Online condolences
at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.
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William Inch
July 28, 1954- April 10, 2017
In Memory of my Dad
Something will remind me
I never know just when,

It might be something someone
says

And it all comes back again.
The times we spent together
The happiness, the fun,

Once again I feel the pain

Of life without my Dad.

It’s said that times a healer

I'm not sure this is true,
There’s not a day goes by Dad
That | don't cry for you.

We miss you so much

Love Bryan, Angela, Jeff, Jenn, Melissa, Chris,
Delaney, Aspen and Emmett

Buying or selling your

1ome, colttage or land?

Call Joseph Marcaccio
Sakis Reproseatative
S1-T03-4346
Email: jmarcacciofSE gmail.com

SOUTH NISSOURI PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Annual Pancake Breakfast

Saturday, April 13, 2024 from
7:30 to 10:30 am

South Nissouri Presbyterian e
Church, Thorndale, Ontario - i
Admission: $10.00 per person; | s
Children Under 10: Free ;

Pancakes & Maple Syrup, Sausages, Eggs, Toast, Muffins & Jam,
Juice, Coffee, Tea. Nancy Fedyk 519-453-5236 Scott McKay

519-614-2268 South Nissouri Preshyterian Church located at the
corner of Heritage Road and Oliver Road, Thorndale

K

KELLY, Gary Stephen
November 13, 1955-February 24, 2024

KELLY, Gary Stephen, aged 68, of Stratford, Ontar-
io, passed away in Kissimmee, Florida after a short,
intense battle with pneumonia and influenza. This
occurred near the end of a vacation with family and
friends.

Gary was son of the late John Vernon Kelly and the
late Margaret Lillian Barclay (Martin).

Gary is survived by his beloved wife Ann (DeLarge)
and sons, Nathan, John and Matthew.

He is also survived by his siblings, Sharon Kelly, Ed-
ward Kelly, and Brenda (Karl) Douglas and was pre-

deceased by his stepfather Wilfred Barclay, his sister
Peggy Lou Ballantyne and his brother Brian Kelly.

Family and friends are invited to his Celebration of
Life on Saturday, April 20, 2024 from 2pm-4pm at
Bethel Pentecostal Church located at 2988 Highway 7
& 8, Stratford, ON.

CELEBRATION

LT
EP

Open House
Birthday Celebration

for Carol Herbert's 85th birthday
St. Marys Anglican Church
April 13, 2024 from 1-4 pm

Best wishes only!

ONTARIO NURSES’
ASSOCIATION

INFORMATION PICKET
April 12, 2024
1pm—-3pm
100 Ann Street, St. Marys

Family, Friends, Community
and Other Local Unions Welcomed
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Letter to the editor: A constructive call for clarity
in carbon-pricing reporting

As a supporter of the St. Marys Independent, I've
always believed in the indispensable role of local
journalism to inform and empower our community.
Yet, upon reading last week's issue, particularly the
article titled "Carbon tax increase comes into effect
this month despite controversy," I felt compelled to
express my concerns regarding the statements at-
tributed to Perth-Wellington MP John Nater, along
with the broader implications of these viewpoints.

The piece, while informative, predominantly
echoed political talking points without offering the
rigorous analysis or diverse perspectives neces-
sary for well-rounded discourse. The quotes from
MP Nater were misleading at best and demonstra-
bly false at worst. Presenting such claims without
scrutiny missed a crucial opportunity to explore
the complex issue of carbon pricing in a compre-
hensive manner. This approach does a disservice to
the St. Marys community, as it deprives readers of
the opportunity to form their own opinions based
on a full spectrum of information. In the spirit of
constructive criticism, I offer some suggestions to
enhance the quality of reporting on complex issues
like carbon pricing.

Firstly, a critical evaluation of the claims made by
MP John Nater is essential. Nater is quoted as stat-
ing that carbon pricing “significantly harms rural
communities, including farmers, agribusinesses
and local small businesses because other alterna-
tives are not available in communities like ours.
Drying grain, heating barns and running farm
equipment all use fuel and, unfortunately, there
are no other alternatives in rural areas." This per-
spective, while tapping into real fears of economic
hardship, overlooks a crucial aspect of the policy's
design. Our farmers' fuel costs are exempt from the
carbon pricing policy, effectively eliminating the fi-
nancial impact of the policy on agricultural opera-
tions.

Additionally, the narrative that carbon pricing in-
discriminately burdens rural households doesn't
withstand scrutiny. Data from the Parliamenta-
ry Budget Officer, an independent, non-partisan
agent, reveals that more than 80 per cent of Cana-
dian households receive more in rebates than they
pay in “carbon taxes,” with 94 per cent of low-in-

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW_CLIENTS!

Spotless Cleaning Plus
Dffice & Residential

St. Marys and Surrounding Area

Sheila Leblanc
519-630-2665

4R spotless@writeme.com

™ @2‘}31 Call or email for an

~— h7——) appointmenttoday

™\
~

I\,

come families benefiting even more. This evidence
refutes the claim of “significant harm,” presenting
carbon pricing as a policy that encourages environ-
mental stewardship without unduly penalizing ru-
ral communities.

Moreover, MP Nater’s critique of the carbon pric-
ing model as a politically motivated policy that
lacks real environmental benefits overlooks the
widespread international consensus on the effi-
cacy of carbon pricing. Its adoption by more than
40 countries across the political spectrum, and
endorsement by esteemed bodies like the World
Bank and the International Monetary Fund, affirm
its capability to markedly reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. The policy’s scientific underpinning and
effectiveness are further validated by the Nobel
Prize awarded to economist William Nordhaus for
his pioneering work in developing the carbon-pric-
ing model. These points challenge the notion that
it's merely a political strategy without substantive
environmental impact.

Finally, a comprehensive exploration of carbon
pricing would greatly benefit from detailed anal-
yses and context regarding both its economic and
environmental impacts, thus moving beyond the
reductive view of referring to it as merely a “tax.”
Carbon pricing is currently the most effective eco-
nomic policy for reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions because it directly applies a cost to emitting
carbon dioxide, incentivizing businesses and indi-
viduals alike to reduce their carbon footprint by
adopting cleaner, more efficient practices and tech-
nologies. This approach ensures that those who
produce greenhouse gas emissions are financially
responsible for the costs they impose on society
and the environment.

The path toward understanding complex policy is-
sues like carbon pricing is paved with facts, anal-
ysis, and a diversity of viewpoints. By adhering to
these journalistic principles, the St. Marys Inde-
pendent can continue to be a trusted source of local
news and a vital resource for an engaged and in-
formed community:.

Callum Hughson

SHOP
LOCAL.
SAVE
LOCAL.

Support the local

businesses that keep
your community and its
newspapers thriving.

By AMY CUBBERLEY

Poop and scoop
25 years ago (1999)

It's a simple premise: if you're out walking your
dog and it poops, you must scoop. Mayor Jamie
Hahn says he’s getting three or four complaints
each week lately about the lack of compliance by
pet owners, especially along the Riverview Walk-
way.

Residents at Wildwood Care Centre participated
in this month’s theme “Babies” with related pro-
grams such as remembering their childhood, giv-
ing advice to new mothers, guessing who’s who
from baby pictures of residents and staff dis-
played in the activity room, and a baby show.

A former St. Marys girl, now living in the Graven-
hurst area, recently had a hockey experience she
won't soon forget. Allison Cubberley, a 12-year-old
goaltender, faced a barrage of shots from mem-
bers of the Beatrice Aeros of Toronto, one of the
top women'’s hockey teams in Ontario. Four Ca-
nadian Olympic team members who play for the
Aeros were on the ice. Allison was invited to the
practice by Aero’s head coach.

50 years ago (1974)

The Rabies Clinic held at the Town Garage on
Widder Street last Wednesday kept veterinarians
and clerks busy as 409 dogs, 275 cats, 5 ponies and
5 rabbits received their shot.

Cook’s, a farm supply firm with plants in Hensall
and Centralia, are presently building a branch on
the County Road just west of Kirkton.

Krista and Jamie Riordan are quite sad these days
as the result of the loss of their family pet, Patch-
es, who is a friendly hound. Patches wandered
away last week and has not returned.

75 years ago (1949)

Observers of nature noticed that the snakes were
out from their winter hibernation on Monday.

No trace has yet been found of a meteorite which
was believed headed for this part of Ontario Sun-
day night. Observers saw a brilliant light in the
sky as the meteorite dashed towards the earth.

The Model T. Ford still has quite an appeal for
youth around these parts. John Glover has a 1916
model he has been putting in shape all winter,
and John Wilson, another Collegiate student, has
recently acquired an ancient model T with plenty
of chug left in it.

100 years ago (1924)

St. Marys Muskrateers are creating havoc among
the furry citizens of the Thames. One trapper
caught six in one night.

Henry Ford is going to spend a million dollars for
advertising this year. After all that publicity, ev-
erybody should recognize a Ford car when they
see one.

Two motorists from Stratford had some difficulty
in getting through to St. Marys on Friday. It took
them four hours to make the trip, after being stuck
in the mud and snow several times.
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BARBER
cUERsNS

QHRBERSHOP

3 .H'“-*' RORH

YVOUR ST, MARYS (X,
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1058 QOUEEN ST. E
macphersonsbarbershop.ca
226~661~0222
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COMPUTERS

519-948-9494

bscsltd@protonmail.com

BILL SCHNEIDER
EOMPUTER SERNICES

CONSTRUCTION

ﬁ 485 James St St Marys
Imuutmn wre, Email: mcc@quadro.net
B EE-0E-TENE
BT WARYE

Ph: 519-349-2256

General Contracting - Design-Build (A-CAD)
Renovations - Additions - Doors & Windows & More!

Jonathan
& James
Construction Inc.

5875 Line 26, Fullarton, On NOK 1HO

519-949-3107

Construction Management
General Contracting

info@jandjconst.com
www.jandjconst.com

Elder li!.g_rllne .

ATREEIon = CEan

DISPOSAL

Robson
Scrap Metal

Open 8 t0 4:30
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206211 Carling St.
St. Marys

] DlanMOND
: DIsPOsSAL

BIN RENTAL OR FULL JUNK REMOVAL

519-284-2221

www.diamonddisposal.ca
info@diamonddisposal.ca

EAVESTROUGH
A
ERVES ROUGH

519-701-8838
eavestrough@sure-saal.ca

Seamless Eavestrough
Steal and Aluminum
Gutter Guard * Heavy Built
Faseia - Soffit - Trim Bending
Maore

ELECTRICAL

it <8 B Euming,

ForMaN FLECTRIC LTD.

RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL
BACK-UP GENERATOR SYSTEMS

Wark with someone
you know you can frust!

519.284.0833

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL,
INDUSTRIAL & AGRICULTURAL

(5] Contact Vs Todsy or Visit Us Online 3
510-301-8411 = stonetownelectric.ca

SPA

S50 Jonsen

! . Acrylic/Gel
T AR N Shellac
Manicure

Pedicure

Phone 226-661-4168
104 Queen $t.E. St. Marys, On. N4X 1A3

Monday - Fridary 9:30am - Spm, Saturday 9:30am - 1pm, Closed Sunday

* Mobile Auto Detailing
* Residential Cleaning
¢ Commercial Cleaning

www.boscocleaningservices.ca

519-697-2376 | 519-694-2079

MORTGAGE

REAL ESTATE

AMIE
SHACKLETON

AMIE SHACKLETON

Mortgoge Agent

519.949.1226
pmig@amiashackleton. com
www nminshacklaton com

i T -
i Tn: fote to finlis!

PLUMBING

ST. MERYS
= 519-349-2420
Senvica foven o Pamily i Fosns aiwee 1979

NEED A PLUMBER?

Call Joel Drinkwalter

* Water treatment installation and repairs * Softeners
* Iron Filters * Reverse Osmosis Units ¢ Plumbing
Repairs * Bathroom Renovations

Cell: 226-880-0501 * Office: 519-284-4217

INSURANCE

St arys Insurance Giroup Ine

Offering Insurance Services for:

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL,
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS,
TRANSPORTATION & MORE!

Give us a call today!

47 Water Street S. - St. Marys ON - 519-284-1900
inquiries@stmarysinsurance.ca

7
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EPOXY
EPOXY CONCRETE
COATINGS

e Indoor and outdoor epoxy
& polyaspartic coatings

e Coval sealing

Get a FREE quote!
226-338-3204 -

@ info@BearEpoxy.ca o @bear.epoxy

| 0 .

LUCIE STEPHENS

SHLES REPRESENTATIVE

919-703-0333

RE;H#! x -5 REALTY LTD

SOLD!

EAKE
SELECT REALTY INC.. BROKERAGE

163 Queen St. E
OFFICE: 519-284-4646 A peakselectrealty@gmail.com

@
A

Sue Fowler 519-272-6961 - Broker/Manager

Cathie Szmon 519-272-6019 - Broker of Record

Kiley Humphries -
Representative

Home & Company

BEAL BETATE

Toni McLean Sales Representative

5'9'274'”20 Direct
245 Downie St, Stratford, NSA 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

LIST WITH CHRIS!

o~
- ROYAL LEPAGE
5] [
M_ Chris Evans, Broker
Hiller Realty Brokerage
100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101
listwithchris@wightman.ca

) B

@

/ Eric Miller
" Moblle Mot goge Speciokisl
e L1546

ericmilkengiebe com

Mortgage advice
for your new home.

RETAIL

B s
'_J ke p . Honr hradgeartors far | do

shtbe ood peoenas

Available now:
Ladies jockey briefs, buttons, gutermann
thread, DMC embroidery floss, and more.
Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm
83 Queen StE St. Marys, ON

,“*\r"fl.m 7 ( ',r'.:'ni_r-;_-.r:-'- F*._-1;1|'L:r.'1

SEAMSTRESS

Stonetown Alterations

Professional Seamstress

Ingrid Voermans
www.stonetownalterations.ca
stonetownalterations@gmail.com

519-703-2007

FKIPPY:

PIZZ2 A

519-284-1864

Mondays CLOSED Friday and Saturday 11-10
Tuesday to Thursdays 11-9 Sundays 3-8

118 QUEEN STREET, ST. MARYS

N

medinas#ft

4
"M U gy e T

Sales - Service - Rentals
Call Dave ot
519 349 2040 Waterite

Bettar Ways For Seniors Ltd.
orew (519) 868-2021
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CLEANING

Spotless Cleaning Plus

Office & Residential
St. Marys and Surrounding Area

Sheila Leblanc
519-630-2665

> .
@&potless@wnteme.com
Ao E r? Call or email for an
= | .
J l oy appointment today

TREE SERVICE

JOEL'S TREE SERVICE
919-272-5742

www.joelstreeservice.com

\jTrimming,rRerrlgvafls,‘Slumps, %
iy Fertilizing

WINDOW CLEANING

SOUEEKS

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

JARED GOWAN | HEATHER GOWAN

919-854-5254

jaredsqueeks@live.ca | www.squeeksclean.com
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Wanted

$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues,
Rock, Pop, Fold, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For more
information: Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. Stratford/
226-972-5750

Wanted

A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes.
Phone 519-284-3774

Wanted to buy

All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.

Are you downsizing or need an estate clean out? We can help.
Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

Local Lawn Cutting
Prefer larger lawns. Insured, reliable service, fair prices.
Call 519-933-8636

Wanted

| will pay cash for antiques and collectibles.

Coca Cola, Pepsi or any pop company.

Brewery items - Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc.

Old radios and gramophones, wristwatches, pocket watches,
old fruit jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans and
signs - Red Indian, Supertest etc. Any small furniture.

If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact me -
519-570-6920.

Wanted

In search of small acreage to rent for corn and soya bean
production. 5-30 acres in size, good price paid. Please feel
free to call or text 519-671-5260.

Lost Cats

Male, grey and white with white nose and jaw. Female, all
grey with tinges of orange on top of head and back. Last seen
along Riverview Walkway near cedar trees by waterfall.

If found please call 519-949-7006 or 519-284-4618 Cash Re-
ward

1.1861-1865 6. Pinocchio
2.The Chicago Cubs 7. Porcupette

3. Diamond 8. Sesame Street
4. Polish zloty 9. Bamboo
5.1976 10. Jesus Christ

QUIZ ANSWERS

SUDOKU ANSWERS
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HELP WANTED

=N
LUCKHAaARDT

L ANDWDODRK §

NOW HIRING:
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

LUCKHARDT LANDWORKS LTD, IS A SMALL FAMILY COMPANY
BASED OUT OF ST. MARYS, WORKING ON A VARIETY OF JOBS
RANGING FROM EXCAVATION, GRADING, LANDSCAPE
CONSTRUCTION, RETAINING WALL AND SEPTIC SYSTEM
INSTALLATION. WE ARE CURRENTLY SEEKING AN EXPERIENCED
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR.

QUALIFICATIONS:
- CLEAN DRIVERS ABSTRACT

- ABILITY TO OPERATE EXCAVATORS OF ALL SIZES,
LOADERS, DOZER ETC. WITH PRECISION

- ABILITY TO READ BLUEPRINTS AND UNDERSTAND
ELEVATIONS

- WORKWELL INDEPENDENTLY AND WITH OTHERS

- DZ/AZ LICENSE AN ASSET

PLEASE CALL 519-272-3408, EMAIL
bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com or visit
www.luckhardtlandworks.com
TO SUBMIT YOU RESUME!

WE ARE HIRING

Office & Residential

5t. Marys and Surrounding Area

Sheila LeBlanc

Email Resume to:
Spotless@awriteme.com

L\
2 Y
JOB DESCRIPTION:

= Office & Residential Cleaning

* All-day physical labor imay include lifting. bending.
carrying, atc.)

« Communication to the owners & customers

= Arriving on time to appointments within scheduled
timeframe
No weekends or holidays expected

QUALIFICATIONS:

Avallability Maonday - Friday, from g am - 4 pm

Must have reliable transportation (public transportation
not available), smartphone and email address

Prior experience is a plus but not required

Must be a Team player

St. Marys Independent

SUBMIT YOUR MEMORIAM,
THANK YOU, OBITUARY, OR
ANNOUNCEMENT

Email us at info@stmarysindependent.com
or call 519-284-0041

SERVING SINCE 1854

Stratford Police Service

We currently have openings for the following position:

FULL TIME CLERK

Please refer to the City of Stratford website at
www.stratford.ca for details of the duties for this
position, minimum qualifications, and application
submission process.

Application forms will be available on the Strat-
ford Police Service website under the “Careers”
link.

Completed application packages for this Full
Time Clerk position will be accepted until April
30, 2024.

Please mail or deliver completed applications to
Stratford Police Service, 17 George Street West,
Stratford, ON N5A 1A6.

We thank all applicants for their interest; however
only those selected for testing will be contacted.

THE WEEK'AHEAD

McDonald’s St. Marys

752 Queen St E
Founding and Forever partner of
Ronald McDonald House

SPONSORED BY:

MG DI S

PRC & Friendship Centre events - See the Stonetown Crier on Page 5
Thorndale Library April events - See Page 23

St. Marys Library events - See Page 29

Friday, April 12

- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog/sausage lunch at Noon

- Ontario Nurses' Association information picket at 100 Ann St -1p.m.-3
p.m.

- AN.AF. meat draw - 6 p.m.
- Game Six - St. Marys Lincolns vs London Nationals at the PRC - 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 13

- South Nissouri Presbyterian Church (Thorndale) pancake breakfast -
7:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m,

- Hazardous & special products disposal at the MOC - 8 a.m. - Noon

- Stratford Home & Leisure Show, Rotary Complex, Stratford - 9am.-5
p.m.

- Queensview Retirement open house, 70 King Edward St, Paris - 10 a.m.
-2pm,

- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw - 5 p.m.
Sunday, April 14

- Stratford Home & Leisure Show, Rotary Complex, Stratford - 11a.m.- 4
p.m.

- Game Seven - St. Marys Lincolns vs London Nationals at Western Fair
Sports Centre - 7 p.m.

Wednesday, April 17

- Betty's Bookshop cookbook book club meal at the Flour Mill - See www.
bettysbookshelf.com for info

- St. Marys Poetry Circle “Dinner Poetry” at Tutt Co. bistro - 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.

- Huron Perth Healthcare virtual info session via Zoom - RSVP 519-272-
8205 or susan.davey@hpha.ca
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St. Marys resident Gord Barnett shot these photos of the total solar eclipse Monday afternoon from Caledonia. In Caledonia, the eclipse began around 2:03 p.m. and
reached totality around 3:17 p.m. with peak darkness lasting roughly two and a half minutes. Photos by Gord Barnett




