
Thursday, September 19, 2024 1St. Marys Independent

HOMEFIELD LEGACY REALTY
ST. MARYS, BROKERAGE

Sales Representative Coldwell Banker Home�eld Legacy Brokerage*
150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON

Cell: 519-272-3180 | O�ce: 519-284-2381
*Each o�ce is an independently owned & operated member broker of 

Coldwell Banker A�liates of Canada

Emma James

FREEThursday, September 19, 2024Issue #1229

SCHOOL
B A C K  T O

SPECIAL

25%
OFF

MORE
 INFORMATION 

& 
REGISTRATION

ENDS SEPT.30TH

WWW.STONETOWNKARATE.CA

JUNIOR 
KARATE 

PROGRAM

FREE KARATE
UNIFORM

PARCKAGE

Black's Financial Services Inc.

TERM
1 year
3 years
5 years

GIC
4.57
4.07
3.98

GIC INSURED
*All rates subject

to change without
notice*

Call us for details 519.284.1340
Are you taking advantage of the TFSA?

1 YR 4.10 - 3 YR 3.83 - 5 YR 3.69
For more products and 

Financial Advice call us today!

Black's Financial Services Inc.
Call us for details 519.284.1340

St. Marys council 
endorses agreement 
to move Service 
Ontario to Municipal 
Operations Centre
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Former driver and new 
owner bring Stonetown Taxi 
back to St. Marys
By Galen Simmons

Anyone who has tried to call a taxi in 
St. Marys over the last couple of years 
will be pleased to learn Stonetown 
Taxi is making its triumphant return 
to St. Marys under a new owner after 
it shut down in 2022.

Mohit Kamboj, who drove for the pre-
vious owner of Stonetown Taxi before 
health issues led to the company’s 
shutdown in 2022, officially brought 
Stonetown Taxi and Delivery Service 
back to St. Marys with the company’s 
first full day of service Sept. 9.

“I used to work for Stonetown Taxi but 
the owner’s health; he was just sick 
and he moved out of town and that’s 
why at that time we had to shut it 
down right away,” Kamboj said. “Then 
I’d just seen on social media … there 
was just a huge demand for that and I 
also know a lot of people in the town 
who were asking me questions like, 
‘Why did (Stonetown Taxi) close?’ 
Then I decided I would be opening a 
cab company.

“I’m just really excited to serve the 
town.”

By Galen Simmons

Though it hasn’t yet been finalized by the prov-
ince, St. Marys council has signalled its intent to 
renew an updated service agreement that will see 
the relocation of the town’s Service Ontario office 
to the Municipal Operations Centre (MOC) at 408 
James St. S.

At the Sept. 10 council meeting, director of corpo-
rate services André Morin presented a number of 
changes that will be included in the town’s 2024 
service-renewal agreement with the Ontario Min-
istry of Government and Consumer Services. The 
current service agreement first designated the 
town as a service provider in October 2021 after 
the retirement of St. Marys’ previous Service On-
tario franchisee in 2020 led to the office’s closure. 
Public outcry at the loss of the local provincial-ser-
vices office led to it reopening in October 2021 un-
der the town’s administration. 

The town renewed the agreement for one year in 
October 2023 as staff worked through a plan to 
move the Service Ontario to a town-owned facility.

“The idea when we first went into this agreement 
with Service Ontario was to pilot synergies that 
Service Ontario and municipalities can have to-
gether,” Morin said. “Since then, I believe there’s 
been a few different partnerships with other mu-
nicipalities and obviously you’ve heard about the 
partnerships Service Ontario and Staples has as 
well. That was kind of the start of those types of 
relationships Service Ontario was trying to have.

Continued on page 8Continued on page 6

Whether you are running or walking, the annual Terry Fox event is a great day for 
all. See more photos on pg. 11. Photo by Gord Barnett
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By Galen Simmons

The Town of St. Marys will apply for 
federal funding to revitalize an un-
derutilized park downtown in the 
hopes of turning it into an accessi-
ble picnicking destination that would 
benefit restaurants without outdoor 
patios.  

At the Sept. 10 town council meeting, 
councillors unanimously endorsed a 
plan to apply for as much as $30,000 
in FedDev Ontario funding towards 
upgrades to Lind Park at the cor-
ner of Jones Street East and Church 
Street South. According to the report 
presented to council by tourism and 
economic development manager Kel-
ly Deeks-Johnson, Lind Park is an un-
derutilized space despite its prime lo-
cation just a block from Queen Street 
in downtown St. Marys.

“The concept is simply to enhance 
Lind Park, which is just on the edge 
of our downtown, to be more of a 
spot for picnic and benches etc.,” 
Deeks-Johnson said. “Currently, the 
park itself has two round tables with 
four seats, a bench and a lot of grass. 
It’s also home to the Arthur Meighen 
(Canada’s ninth prime minister) stat-
ue and two of the sapling trees that 
came from Parliament Hill way back 
when that are growing next to the 
statue itself. 

“The vision came from discussions 
with some of our downtown, local 
eateries who don’t have patios to of-
fer and would like to enhance the pic-
nicking areas within St. Marys and 
predominately closer to downtown. 
That spot seems like a really un-
derutilized, great location that people 
can pick up a lunch and go and enjoy 
the park.”

In addition to benefiting the local 
economy, upgrades will enhance the 
park’s accessibility, making it a more 
inclusive space. The park is also situ-
ated near the town-hall public wash-

rooms, increasing its potential as a 
convenient and inviting destination. 
Deeks-Johnson said the inclusion 
of low-maintenance gardens, picnic 
tables (including accessible tables), 
benches, bike racks, shrubs, trees and 
walkways will create a serene envi-
ronment perfect for reading, eating 
and socializing.

While Deeks-Johnson said her proj-
ect proposal prioritizes making the 
park as accessible as possible – a 
notion backed by every member of 
council – she said the budget, which 
council gave pre-budget approval for 
$35,000 through the 2025 capital bud-
get on top the potential FedDev On-
tario funding, includes funding for a 
design plan that will help determine 
the best way to make the park acces-
sible.

“I drove by there today and the whole 
area of the park is kind of on an in-
cline,” Coun. Marg Luna said. “To get 
into it, someone with a wheelchair or 

pushing a walker would have to go up 
and around to Jones Street to come in 
if they couldn’t do the stairs. I’m just 
concerned about the accessibility part 
of the whole thing and how you think 
you can address that.”

“The plan will help us address that,” 
Deeks-Johnson responded. “That’s 
why I think at this point I can’t say 
(it will be) fully accessible because 
fully accessible has very (specific) 
meanings, but at this point there is a 

flat-surface area from Jones Street to 
come into the park. There is a slope 
there for sure, and I identify that, so 
I can’t say whether or not that will be 
fully addressed, but there will be that 
entrance and we will definitely be 
looking at that.”

With council fully behind Deeks-John-
son’s proposal, Coun. Jim Craigmile 
even went as far as suggesting the 
town do everything in its power to 
make Lind Park fully accessible, even 
if that means increasing the proposed 
budget – something Deeks-Johnson 
said she will keep in mind as the proj-
ect moves forward.

“I’m getting a sense there’s a strong 
feeling that’s supportive of the proj-
ect,” Mayor Al Strathdee said. “The 
other reality is there have been mem-
bers of the public (who) supported 
this park before through donations. I 
think that could be something we look 
into again as well. The Lind family 
has supported quite significantly the 
upkeep of that park, so that’s some-
thing we could explore as well just to 
(expand) the budget. There’s a lot of 
wish here for little money, but you’re 
not unused to that.

“But I’m getting the feeling there is a 
lot of support from council for upgrad-
ing that park, so we may have to have 
more conversations but … I think the 
reality of getting a grant proposal on 
track is important as well.”
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How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player

Council endorses plan to revitalize downtown St. 
Marys’ Lind Park

The Town of St. Marys is planning upgrades to Lind Park downtown that will make 
it an accessible picnicking spot where customers of downtown restaurants with-
out outdoor patios can enjoy a meal. Photo by Wendy Lamond
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By Emily Stewart

After evaluating the Library Pantry 
and Friends Fridge program for the 
past year, the St. Marys Public Li-
brary is changing its structure.

The library announced on social me-
dia that the pantry and fridge pro-
gram will move to a new weekly mod-
el. Instead of first-come-first serve, 
the library will prepare 20 bags per 
week filled with grocery essentials 
for those in need. Sarah Andrews, 
CEO of the St. Marys Public Library, 
said the library was monitoring the 
effectiveness of the pantry and fridge 
program and how well it serves pa-
trons. 

“It's come to our attention that it isn't 
meeting as many needs as we could 
be meeting because the demand is 
so great,” Andrews said. “There's also 
some patrons that are in their state of 
need really struggling to leave any-

thing for other patrons on the shelf, 
so there's a bit of a hoarding tenden-
cy showing up in a few people, and 
because of that it means there isn't 
equity of distribution among people.”

Instead, the library will fill 20 bags 
with the same items each week for 
patrons to pick up. Patrons can go to 
the front desk and ask for one if they 
would like to take home a bag. If they 
need more items than the bag’s con-
tents, then the patrons can pick up a 
gift card worth about $15 each to pur-
chase their own items. 

“We've asked users of the pantry if 
that meets their needs and they say, 
‘Yes, it does,’ so we're moving to this 
bag model,” Andrews said.

Fresh items in the fridge will still be 
available. For the bags, the library 
will purchase 20 of each item to in-
clude, and it will be based on season-
al availability and what is on sale. For 

example, the library is more likely to 
purchase soup packets in the colder 
months than in the summer. Boxed 
macaroni and cheese might be in-
cluded if it’s on sale. 

The library is encouraging residents 
to donate either 20 of the same item, 
unwanted reusable grocery bags, and 
gift cards for McDonald’s, Foodland, 
or Tim Hortons for last minute-pur-
chases. However, the organization is 
happy to accept other donations from 
the community. 

“We will still take grocery items for 
the shelves or the fridge. We'll take 
fruits and vegetables from your 
home garden,” Andrews said. “We will 
gratefully accept monetary donations 
to turn into the gift cards.”

Andrews also said feedback from the 
patrons was positive when the struc-
tural change was in development. 

“People felt heard,” she said. “They 
were really appreciative of the pro-
cess being something that's going to 
last as long through the week as pos-
sible for other people to come in and 
get a bag, but they're also grateful 
for this idea of the gift cards so they 
could purchase their own items if it's 
not meeting their needs.”

In addition to the Library Pantry 
and Friends Fridge, patrons can also 
pick up free diapers, bladder-support 
products and menstrual products 
from the Period Pantry on the upper 
level. 

"People can come in and get that out-
side of those bags at any time,” An-
drews said. “We've had really positive 
feedback about it too."

Anyone with questions or comments 
can send an email to sandrews@st-
maryspubliclibrary.ca.

St. Marys Library’s Pantry and Friends Fridge 
program shifts to weekly service

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM
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Quote of the Week

"We are relieved that Air Canada has reached a tentative agreement 
with the Air Line Pilots Association. We hope to see it ratified by 
membership in the coming month, putting an end to the uncertainty 
for Canadian travellers, as well as businesses and communities 
who depend on Air Canada's cargo network every day." 

- Candace Laing, president and CEO of the Canadian Chamber 
of Commerce after a four-year collective agreement deal was 
reached preventing a pilot strike.

St. Marys Independent
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THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

Whatever makes 
your soul happy, 

do that!

If you're scared, 
just be scarier 

than whatever is 
scaring you.

The world is made 
up of faith, trust 
and pixie dust..

If you always 
focus on what's 

behind, you don't 
see what is in 

front.

Sponsored by:

395 Queen Street West
AUTO PARTS
RADARRADAR

Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Elon Musk is not 

just crazy rich. He’s 

actually crazy too.
Brace yourself, back 

to school germs are 

here!

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent.

Bravo Boo
We have 1 Bravo this week

1) We’re new to town (Ridgewood 
area) and would like to extend a BIG 
bravo to our neighbours Rob Zen-
sner and Jim McCann. My husband 
suffered a mild heart attack resulting 
in surgery and these two very fine 
neighbours have been cutting our 
grass ever since the incident.  Not sure 
what we would’ve done without their 
help. Saying thank you doesn’t seem 
like enough. There are kind people in 
this world and they live in St. Marys. 
Thank you Jim and Rob. Your kindness 
speaks highly of you both. 

We have 2 Boos this week.

1) Boo to the offroad vehicles like ATV 
drivers, snowmobilers and dirt bikers 
that drive on town streets or park-
land. They are not permitted. Skunks 
Hollow is not your private racetrack 
where anything goes.

2) Boo to the removal of the kayak 
and canoe launch pad already. Sep-
tember and October can be some of 
the most beautiful months of the year. 
The launch pad has brought people 
from afar to our fine town. Could the 
removal not have waited until at least 
after thanksgiving?

APPROACH WITH EXTREME CAUTION

ST. MARYS GIVES 2024:

WON’T YOU BE MY NEIGHBOUR?

www.givingtuesday.ca For More Information Contact:
 jdockerjohnson@gmail.com

How Can My Neighbourhood Participate?
While the weather is nice and neighbours are still outside, have a chat about how 
your neighbourhood can participate in Giving Tuesday on December 3rd. Here are a 
few ideas to get the conversation started:

- Plan a food drive and meet in someone's garage on Giving Tuesday to bring the 
donations and have a little social time while you are there.

- Create a theme to decorate your neighbourhood for the holiday season and sign 
up to be part of the Town's Holiday Home Light Tour. Plan to turn your lights on 
December 3rd to celebrate Giving Tuesday!

- Plan a neighbourhood cookie exchange. On Giving Tuesday get together to trade 
your cookies and collect something to donate (mittens, non-perishable food, 
socks, hygiene products).

- Think about the people in your neighbourhood, is there someone who could really 
use help with snow removal this year? If yes, get together and make a calendar to 
take turns to be their snow removal person. Be sure to let the person or people (if 
you could help more than one neighbour) know, it could relieve a lot of stress.

- If you live in an apartment building consider doing a non-perishable food drive. 
Last year the residents at 50 Stone Ridge collected a different food item each day 
for a month and on Giving Tuesday they donated all of it to the Salvation Army 
Food Bank in St. Marys.

- Get together on Giving Tuesday and write Christmas cards for people in the 
nursing homes or hospital.

Once you start the conversation amazing ideas will start to flow. Your neighbours 
and neighbourhood are unique and your plan should be something that everyone 
can participate in. Make it fun, make it matter, remember we are all Better Together.
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REALLYGREATSITE.COM

TREE POWER PROGRAM

www.thamesriver.on.ca or 519-284-2340

EARLYON PLAY & BROWSE

townofstmarys.com/earlyon or 226-374-6544

STONETOWNSTONETOWN  
CRIERCRIER The latest municipal news

from the Town of St. Marys

Contact us
519-284-2340 
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca

EARLYON PLAY & LEARN

Join St. Marys EarlyON for a special
Saturday morning play group designed
for families with children aged zero to
six years old at Cadzow Park. 

SHOWER PROGRAM

READING BUDDIES LITERACY
TUTORING VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Come and join EarlyON at the St. James
Anglican Church (65 Church St. S) for a
play and an opportunity to browse the
free Community Closet.

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private,

secure and accessible for individuals of
all abilities.

Volunteer tutors work with readers at the
St. Marys Public Library to help build

confidence with reading through reading
practice and games at the age level of the

reader!
townofstmarys.com/careers or 519-284-3346 

Thursdays, 9 AM - 1 PM | Pyramid Centre 

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

We’ve partnered with the Upper Thames
River Conservation Authority (UTRCA) to

offer native hardwood trees for $25 to St.
Marys residents. Tree sales are open, with

pickup on October 5 at the Municipal
Operations Centre (408 James St. S).

 Sept. 21, 9 - 11 AM | Cadzow Park 

Sept. 23, 9 - 11 AM | Community Closet

townofstmarys.com/earlyon or 226-374-6544

COMMUNITY

We are holding a draw for a $100 local gift 
card of your choice!

20 Southvale Road #5, St. Marys, ON

Step into this delightful 3-bedroom, 1.5-bathroom end-unit townhouse nestled in a quiet, 
tree-lined neighbourhood. As you walk in, you’re greeted by a bright and airy living space, 
perfect for entertaining or unwinding after a long day, and the convenience of a 2 piece 
bathroom on the main floor.

www.benchmark-realestate.ca

Call
519-870-5333Jeff Hiscock

BROKER
Tel: 
Hiscock.jeff@gmail.com

Marty Thomson
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Tel: 519-318-7584
marty@martythomson.com

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday September 21

from 1pm - 3pm
3 beds, 2 baths 

$464,900 

178 Queen Street E, St. Marys

Scrapbooking garage 
sale held Saturday

A scrapbooking garage sale was held at the Pyramid Recreation Centre on Sat-
urday, Sept. 14 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. There were 30 vendors selling items includ-
ing gently used and new scrapbooking supplies. Admission was free and a large 
group of people attended. Photo by Nancy Bickell
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Since the shutdown of Stonetown Taxi, St. Marys 
has been without a local taxi service, something that 
was compounded by the fact St. Marys also doesn’t 
have any local public-transit services offering in-
town transportation. While town staff have actively 
tried recruiting taxi companies to set up shop in St. 
Marys, the high costs of insurance, wages, gas and 
vehicle maintenance prohibited many prospective 
business owners from making the numbers work.

However, since Kamboj only has one vehicle that 
he and fellow former Stonetown Taxi driver Mi-
chelle Robinson will drive from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
seven days week, he believes he can keep those 
costs manageable.

“We’re both going to be driving, so it will cut down 
the cost of employees. Sometimes in the winters, we 
had issues with Stonetown Taxi during the holidays 
because we were a 24/7 service at the time, and 
during holidays we would only get between two and 
three calls. We had to pay the staff and the vehicles 
had to be running.”

Now, Kamboj says he and Robinson will operate 
their taxi as an on-call service where the vehicle 
will only be running when there are passengers to 
pick up or deliveries to be made, cutting down on 
gas and vehicle-maintenance costs.

“It’s very exciting,” Robinson said of the return of 
Stonetown Taxi. “I know a lot of people from driv-
ing here and St. Marys is a great town with great 
people. I know that a lot of seniors plus our regu-
lars need a reliable way to get around because it’s 
a lot for people to walk from one side to the other 
side of St. Marys. St. Marys is growing so much; it’s 

just getting bigger and bigger.”

As it stands, Stonetown Taxi is charging a flat fee of 
$12 for in-town rides ($11 for seniors). For out-of-
town rides, the taxi service is charging $1.75 per ki-
lometre plus tax. As the service only has one vehi-
cle, Kamboj recommends customers book their taxi 
rides in advance, especially if they are travelling 
out of town, by calling 519-301-1252 or emailing 
either moe.stonetowntaxi@gmail.com or Michelle.
stonetowntaxi@gmail.com.

“We are thrilled to welcome Stonetown Taxi and 
Delivery Service to our community,” St. Marys May-
or Al Strathdee said. “We have been without a local 
taxi service for some time and we are excited that 
this important transportation service will be avail-
able to local residents.”

 COMMUNITY

1. What colour is 
the Cookie Monster 
from Sesame Street?

2. How many inches 
in a yard?

3. Who directed Die 
Hard (1988)?

4. What is Toronto Pearson's airport 
code?

5. Who voiced Darth Vader in Star Wars?

6. What band was Tito Jackson a part of?

7. Who is performing at Super Bowl 
2025?

8. Who sings "Wake Me Up When 
September Ends"?

9. What is the largest constellation?

10. What is the only group of birds able 
to fly backward?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 or 

info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our senior of the week is Marguerite 
(Stevenson) Garrett. She was born in 1927 
near Kirkton, married in 1950 and farmed 
with her husband Wilfred near Granton 

where they raised their four children. 
Marguerite enjoyed dairy farming, gardening, 

reading and being an active member of 
Granton UCW. She has eight grandchildren 
and eight great grandchildren and lives in 

Wildwood retirement home.

Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys

Stonetown Taxi and Delivery Service owner Mohit 
Kamboj and driver Michelle Robinson proudly hold 
their brand-new taxi license outside St. Marys town 
hall just two days after the taxi company officially be-
gan serving the community. Photo by Galen Simmons

Former driver and new owner bring 
Stonetown Taxi back to St. Marys
Continued from page 1
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The Stratford Police challenged the 
St. Marys Fire Department to a friend-
ly “Guns and Hoses” competition and 
participated in the Cereal Box Chal-
lenge to see which department could 
collect the most boxes of cereal. All 
donations were delivered to the St. 
Marys Salvation Army food bank to 
help fight food insecurity. 

On Wednesday, September 4, Strat-
ford Police and St. Marys Firefighters 
met at the fire hall to conduct a final 
cereal box count. The Firefighters col-
lected 348 boxes with the police col-
lecting 107 boxes for a grand total of 
455.

Constable Aaron Mounfield and Fire 
Chief Richard “Andy” Anderson spear-
headed the initiative in St. Marys. 

“We are amazed with the overwhelm-
ing generosity and support of local 
residents and businesses that donat-
ed cereal for such an important cause,” 
said Deputy Fire Chief Phil West. “It's 
just so important for everyone to un-
derstand that there are so many fam-
ilies in our area that are hungry, food 
insecure and how much food inse-
curity can affect a family. Working in 
conjunction with the police, we really 
wanted to do our best to give back to 
our community."

For more information on the St. Marys 
Fire Department, visit their website 
at townofstmarys.com/fire or contact 
Fire Chief Richard “Andy” Anderson 
at 519-274-2340, ext. 201.

St. Marys Firefighters 
and Stratford Police 
collect donated cereal 
boxes for local food bank

St. Marys Fire Department and Stratford Police with boxes of cereal being donated 
to the St. Marys Salvation Army. Contributed photo

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS & EMERGENCIES!

DIRECT INSURANCE BILLING  |  FLEXIBLE PAYMENT PLANS

$199 NEW PATIENT 
PROMO!

GET BRIGHTER, 
MORE CONFIDENT 

SMILES!Inclusive of complete oral 
exam, full set of x-rays, and 

cleaning. 
Valued at $480+!

Zoom Whitening for only 
$299!
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St. Marys council endorses agreement to move 
Service Ontario to Municipal Operations Centre
“Our Service Ontario service has re-
mained fairly stable over the last 
three years that we’ve operated it. … 
Fundamentally, we’re still seeing be-
tween 30 and 45 transactions per day, 
which continues to be fairly consis-
tent. Service Ontario has identified 
that, for one kiosk, as fairly signifi-
cant.”

While the original agreement with 
Service Ontario covered the cost of 
staffing and provided a $22,000 sti-
pend to the town for administration, 
general office supplies and rent, the 
revised agreement no longer in-
cludes the stipend and instead re-
imburses the town for eligible costs. 
They include a one-time start-up cost 
for renovations not to exceed $25,000 
and monthly contract compensation 
of $8,137.33 with up to a five per-cent 
increase after year one to cover the 
cost of staffing, administration, facili-
ty and office costs. 

The new contract also stipulates the 
Service Ontario office be open from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. with a one-hour 
closure over lunch, and it will expire 
every two years.

“There are some challenges, of course, 
for the town in relation to an agree-
ment like this,” Morin said. “There’s 
some administration burden; some 

time that … finance spends for pay-
ing bills, HR for paying payroll, those 
types of things that happen. We will 
see a significant increase in our 
front-counter coverage at the MOC. 
There will be a lot of traffic. Having 
said that, that traffic will be able to 
do double duty; pay their taxes and 
get their license renewed or whatev-
er the case may be. … There should 
be some benefits for the communi-
ty there, but there will be increased 
traffic at the Municipal Operations 
Centre which will take some time 
away from our other staff.”

To accommodate Service Ontario at 
the MOC, Morin said the town will 
need to reallocate one office and 
workspaces for town staff will need 
to be re-aligned. Morin said that is 

possible, however it may limit future 
space needs in the MOC building.

On the positive side, Morin said the 
town is providing an in-person ser-
vice supported strongly by the com-
munity, there should be some syner-
gies through cross-training Service 
Ontario staff to be able to handle 
front-counter duties at the MOC, thus 
freeing up town staff to complete 
other work, and the partnership with 
the province could lead to future op-
portunities for St. Marys.

“Providing Service Ontario is not a 
standard, municipal service that we 
would normally provide,” town CAO 
Brent Kittmer said. “So, it’s some-
thing that’s new, but I think we heard 
loud and clear back in 2020 and 2021 
that it was something the community 

deeply desired. So, council made the 
decision it was a service we should 
provide and, if we’re going to provide 
it, this is the most efficient way to do 
it. It’s the most efficient way to deploy 
our resources, to use our existing fa-
cilities, avoid a rent payment and also 
to ensure it stays in the community. 
It is a creative way to also help our 
operations.”

“The province was pretty clear when 
there was a retirement and the of-
fice shut down they were not going to 
lease it to a private provider,” Mayor 
Al Strathdee added. “Either the mu-
nicipality took it up or it was going 
to disappear. It was closed for a long 
time and there was a lot of concern 
in the community and there was a 
lot of positive feedback when it did 
open. … I’m surprised at how busy 
the office is. Yes, there is some sort 
of cost. Let’s be quite frank, there’s 
always a cost. It brings people to St. 
Marys from outlying areas. As well, it 
is a service that the public has made 
certainly very clear to me they want 
to try and maintain. 

“That’s why we worked long and hard 
to get it here.”

Morin said the current Service On-
tario office at 194 Queen St. W will 
close for one day Oct. 18 to facilitate 
the move, and it will reopen at the 
MOC Oct. 21.

Continued from page 1

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N4X 1A6  
Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

www.samshomehardware.com 

View the full flyer at 
www.homehardware.ca/en/fall-savings-sale/c/21708

from now until September 25
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@nursemadelaine
FOLLOW US

@rodite_method

Experience luxury downtown St. Marys with

Rodite Method is a new med spa that specializes in skin concerns. Whether you 
are wanting to age more gracefully, get rid of pesky acne, or just have a relaxing 
facial, we have you covered. 
Nurse Madelaine has extensive training with the Canadian Board of Aesthetic 
Medicine for injectables like Botox, dermal filler and PRP. She also trained with 
the Canadian Beauty College where she learned the science of skin and how to 
combat various skin concerns. 
Nurse Madelaine has developed a “mind, body, skin” approach which combines 
fine tuning your lifestyle to meet your skin goals, as well as using in office 
treatments. Being a facial specialist she has mastered her technique of facial 
massage, using cold therapy, innovative skincare and combining injectables 
where necessary to help you feel confident in your skin.
Nurse Madelaine has partnered with world renowned skincare brands like iS 
Clinical, Hydrinity Skin Science, Colorescience and Dermaquest, so if you are 
looking for a new skincare routine this is a one stop shop. 
The Rodite Method is to achieve confidence, beauty and skin health naturally. 

Join us for our grand opening

September 28th from 12 - 5 pm
OPEN HOUSE

We will have various giveaways from Nurse Madelaine (up to $1800 in value) as 
well as some from other local businesses. There will be grab bags for the first 
25 people to stop in, as well as food and drinks! 
Stop in and see the town's newest business and what we have to offer. 

106 Queen St. E St Marys ON N4X 1A6
roditemethod@gmail.com  |  (226) 235-5633  |  nursemadelaine.com

By St. Marys Independent staff

The Town of St. Marys will com-
memorate National Day for Truth 
and Reconciliation with a week of 
activities focused on healing and ed-
ucation.

Beginning on Monday, Sept. 30, the 
St. Marys Museum will host an ex-
hibit titled “A National Crime: The 
Residential School Experience in 
Canada” through the Legacy of Hope 
Foundation. The exhibit explores the 
creation of the Residential School 
System, the experiences of the stu-
dents and the system’s impacts and 
traumas. It will also highlight Indig-
enous-led political action, healing 
and efforts towards reconciliation. 
The exhibit will be available for 
viewing during the museum’s regu-
lar hours until January 2025.

From Monday, Sept. 23 to Friday, 
Sept. 27, the St. Marys Public Li-
brary will be showing virtual Lunch 
and Learns hosted by the National 
Centre for Truth and Reconciliation 
(www.nctr.ca). The showings will 
cover five different topics and will 
take place upstairs in the library 

starting at 1 p.m. each day. The St. 
Marys Public Library will also be 
livestreaming the National Day for 
Truth and Reconciliation broadcast 
from Parliament Hill at 3 p.m. Sept. 
30.

The National Truth and Reconcilia-
tion flag will be flown at town facili-
ties from Thursday, Sept. 26 to Tues-
day, Oct. 1.

Individuals are encouraged to wear 
an orange shirt on Sept. 30 to hon-
our survivors of residential schools 
in support of the “Every Child Mat-
ters” message. Those looking to pur-
chase a shirt are encouraged to buy 
from Indigenous-owned businesses. 

The Town of St. Marys is grateful for 
the input of many individuals who 
have helped us begin to understand 
and commit to a better future. We are 
especially grateful for the guidance 
and teachings of Patsy Ann Day who 
is helping us on this journey.  

For a full schedule of National Day 
of Truth and Reconciliation events, 
please visit www.discoverstmarys.
ca/truthandreconciliation. 

Town of St. Marys to 
commemorate National 
Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation 2024

Bryn Luckhardt, N.P.D
519-272-3408 • bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com

www.luckhardtlandworks.com
ST. MARYS, ONTARIO

FLOODING AND DRAINAGE ISSUES?
CALL US TO FIX THAT
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By St. Marys Independent staff

United Way Perth-Huron is set to 
launch its annual capital campaign in 
September – this time with new cam-
paign co-chairs.

Kristin Sainsbury and John Wolfe are 
the 2024-2025 co-chairs, taking over 
from longtime chairs Rob and Leslie 
Edney.

“Kristin and John have been long-
time supporters of United Way and 
are well-respected for their ongoing 
support of the community,” said Ryan 
Erb, executive director, in a media re-
lease. “Pressing local issues like pov-
erty, housing and mental health aren’t 
going away. We are looking forward to 
getting the campaign underway and, 
with Kristin and John’s help, building 
on the strength of our organization.”

Sainsbury has over 20 years expe-
rience working in municipal, pri-
vate-sector, and not-for-profit land 
use policy planning, operations, mar-
keting, tourism, real estate and eco-
nomic development. She is passion-
ate about community development 
and has served on boards and com-
mittees including Stratford Tourism, 
Huron Perth Foundation for Educa-
tion, United Way Perth-Huron, Strat-
ford Chef’s School and the Economic 
Developer’s Council of Ontario.

Wolfe is the owner of RE/MAX a-b 
Realty in Stratford and has served on 

United Way’s United Centre Advisory 
Committee, and on boards including 
the Huron-Perth Healthcare Alli-
ance, where he also served as chair, 
the Huron Perth Real Estate Associ-
ation, the Stratford City Centre Com-
mittee, as well as being a member of 
the transition committee establishing 
the Stratford Tourism Alliance, now 
Destination Stratford.

“We are seeing communities in flux 
with issues becoming bigger and 
more challenging,” said Sainsbury 
in that same release. “United Way is 
central to helping ensure that core 
agencies working on housing, home-
lessness, food security, diversity, eq-
uity and inclusion, mental health and 
youth have a foundation for their 
programs. I hope we can help move 
the needle to fund programs that will 
continue to be central supports for 
the most vulnerable in our commu-
nity.”

Wolfe added it has been inspiring to 
watch Erb and the United Way team 
help the community.

“Having been involved in the early 
days of The Local Community Food 
Centre, I saw how an organization can 
use United Way support to get their 
feet under them, then soar,” Wolfe 
said. “Now with United Housing, we 
have another opportunity to watch 
a critical new organization emerge. 
We’re looking forward to being part 

of the campaign.”

This year, the organization will an-
nounce its campaign goal and offi-
cially start the fundraising process 
on Friday, Sept. 13 in Listowel’s Char-
acter Square and Ward and Uptigrove 
parking lot.

It will also host numerous launch 
events across the region following 
the announcement.

In St. Marys, a campaign-kickoff 
event is scheduled from 5-7 p.m. at 
Tutt Co. on Oct. 1.

In Stratford, Unite-For-A-Bite is 

scheduled from noon to 1:30 p.m. in 
Market Square, with tickets costing 
$20 in advance and $25 at the event.

In Seaforth, a free concert is sched-
uled at the Seaforth Presbyterian 
Church from 7-9 p.m. on Sept. 22.

In Wingham, a campaign event will 
take place at the Northern Huron 
Connection Centre from 11-11:30 
a.m. on Sept. 26.

More events are planned for Exeter 
and Goderich, though as of publica-
tion have not been announced.

United Way prepares for campaign kick-off with 
new co-chairs

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
PERTH REGIMENT VETERANS

BRANCH 236 ST MARYS

HOURS
TUE – FRI 3PM - CLOSE (approx 5pm)
SAT NOON - CLOSE (after meat draw)

SUN & MON - CLOSED

WE ARE OPEN FRIDAYS FROM 
NOON UNTIL CLOSING

HOT DOGS AND MORE FRIDAY LUNCH 

MEAT DRAW EVERY SAT AT 5 PM, 
DRAWS FOR 20 MEAT PRIZES, 

PLUS A 50/50 DRAW

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE HALL FOR RENT
66 CHURCH STREET NORTH, 

ST. MARYS 519 284-2267

A grand day on the farm

Farm and Food Care's Breakfast on the Farm Sept. 14 was hosted by Hill Manor Farm near Dublin and attracted 
well over 2,000 people from Perth County to Guelph to Windsor. Visitors enjoyed an egg-and-sausage break-
fast, outdoor farm equipment displays, corn silage harvest in action, straw bale maze, live music and free ice 
cream. The highlight of the morning was the walking tour through the modern, new dairy barn. Everyone loved 
seeing the cows, including these two couples from St. Marys, from left to right, Marg Cumming, June Grant, 
Murray Grant and Gary Cumming. Photo by Amy Vingerhoeds
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Another successful Terry Fox Run in St. Marys

Charlotte, Andrew and Mr. Pickles Hodges enjoy the beautiful weather while taking 
part in the fundraiser walk for cancer research.

St. Marys Minor Hockey team U11A took part on Sunday and raised $1,705 towards 
cancer research.

Nancy Riddell from the YMCA of Three Rivers leads the warmup.

The countdown to the start of the run with a happy group all set to go! Photos by 
Gord Barnett

presents

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Group travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown TravelGroup travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown Travel

ROCKY MOUNTAINEER ROCKY MOUNTAINEER 
JOURNEY THROUGH THE JOURNEY THROUGH THE 

CLOUDSCLOUDS
MAY 7-15, 2025

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796
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By Wendy Lamond

On Sept. 12, a group of 20 tractor 
owners met at Action Medical and 
made their way to visit the residents 

at Kingsway Lodge before proceeding 
to Wildwood Care Centre.  

The residents enjoyed seeing the va-
riety of ages and makes of vehicles. 

The connection to their past, colours 
and textures of the tractors are also 
very beneficial for those dealing with 
dementia and Alzheimer’s disease. 

The group of drivers did this two 
years ago and organizer John McIn-
osh thought it would be great to do it 
again knowing the positive effect it 
has.

Tractor Parade makes stops at Kingsway Lodge and 
Wildwood Care Centre

The parade of tractors making the trek from Kingsway Lodge to Wildwood Care 
Centre. Photo by Wendy Lamond

Wildwood Care Centre resident Jack Elliott's favourite tractors are John Deere. 
Photo by Wendy Lamond

Marg Garrett poses with her nieces, Faye Eybergen and Jane Foley, in front of an 
orange Allis-Chalmers tractor, which is similar to what she used to have. This one 
is owned by Ken Irwin. Photo by Wendy Lamond

Tractors are lined up for viewing by the residents of Kingsway Lodge. Photo by 
June Grant

By Wendy Lamond

Further to our recent updates on our 
student enrollment in the area, the In-
dependent recently heard from Prin-

cipal Robert Parkinson regarding the 
increase in numbers at South Perth 
Centennial School. 

There were 191 students registered 

for the 2023-2024 school year.

"We have grown a little bit and now 
have 202 students in nine homeroom 
classes,” Parkinson said. “We welcomed 

Mrs. Heather Hobson, who is new to 
our school, as we say goodbye to Mrs. 
Tammy Gettler who retired last June."

South Perth Centennial reports higher enrollment

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM
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By Galen Simmons

A broken biosolids pump at the St. 
Marys water pollution control plant 
will cost the town more than $95,000 
to repair.

At the Sept. 10 St. Marys council meet-
ing, environmental services manager 
Dave Blake asked council to cover the 
unbudgeted cost of the emergency re-
pairs, with Netzsch Canada Inc. – the 
original supplier of the pump – set to 
complete those repairs.

“This pump was installed around 2017, 
so it’s not that old of a pump. We ex-
pected to get a longer service life out 
of it that we did,” Blake said. “It failed 
unexpectedly on us earlier this year 
when we were coordinating, basically, 
a biosolids removal from our facility 
when our storage tanks were full. Be-
cause we weren’t expecting it to fail, 

because of its age and the condition 
we believed it was in, we actually took 
it to the pump manufacturer selected 
when we were looking at installing a 
biosolids pump a number of years ago 
to kind of better understand what oc-
curred with the pump and why did it 
fail when it did.”

According to the manufacturer, the 
pump – which is so large the roof need-
ed to be taken off the biosolids facili-
ty so a crane could remove the pump 
for it to be sent to the manufacturer 
– failed as a result of dry running. Dry 
running, Blake explained, happens 
when the pump is not running at full 
capacity.

“Whether there was a partially clogged 
suction intake or a whole blockage of 
the pump, it ran for a period of time 
where it wasn’t pushing the volume of 

material through that it would normal-
ly do, and that caused excess wear and 
tear on the pump itself and then ulti-
mately caused the failure,” Blake said.

Both in order to pump out, clean and 
remove the broken pump from the 
biosolids tank and then to ensure op-
erations at the water pollution control 
plant continued, Blake said the staff 
had to rent a series of smaller, porta-
ble biosolids pumps while the town’s 
pump is out for repair – the cost of 
which is being covered through the 
water pollution control plant’s opera-
tions budget. The unbudgeted cost of 
repairs, Blake said, would come from 
the town’s wastewater reserves.

“There’s no way for us to know when 
it was dry-running?” Coun. Rob Edney 
asked. “There’s no alarm system or 
anything?”

“Coincidentally, no,” Blake said. “It’s 
something that’s been discussed with 
the manufacturer since it has been 
identified. They don’t offer out-of-the-
box monitors for that, but there are 
pressure gauges we can install kind of 
after the fact to kind of better monitor 
that and make sure we catch it soon-
er and we don’t run into that situation 
again. …  We’re going to look into the 
feasibility of that what is actually in-
volved so we get it so it will be bene-
ficial.” 

Before approving the unbudgeted 
repair, councillors also asked Blake 
whether it was cost effective to repair 
the broken pump instead of continu-
ing to rent a pump, to which Blake said 
repairing the pump is more econom-
ically viable for long-term operations 
at the water pollution control plant. 

Repairs to biosolids pump at wastewater 
treatment plant to cost more than $95,000
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Lindsay Pickering
519-276-9959

www.lindsaypickering.ca
lindsaypickering22@gmail.com
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By Spencer Seymour

The vibes started high and stayed that way through 
the entire night Sept. 13 when the St. Marys Lin-
colns began their regular season schedule with a 
4-1 win over the St. Thomas Stars.

Head coach Jeff Bradley acknowledged his squad 
may not have been perfect at every moment, but 
viewing the season as a 50-game process to build 
good habits, the home opener was a positive step.

“There are definitely quite a few positives to take 
out of it,” Bradley told the Independent. “When 
you’re just starting the season, you have to manage 
your expectations a little bit considering, just a few 
months back, we were one of the top two teams in 
the entire league playing the best hockey we played 
all year. And now, you’re going into the first game 
of the season so not everything will be executed 
exactly right. During the game, you’re a little emo-
tional, but as you calm down and go through it, you 
realize there are a lot of positives to take out of it.”

Bradley elaborated on his view of the team’s per-
formance, noting that the first 20 minutes weren’t 
as structured as the coaching staff had wanted, but 
that the execution of their gameplan improved dra-
matically as the game progressed.

“In our pregame meeting with the players and in 
our coaches’ meeting, we felt pretty proud of what 
we all accomplished in terms of getting everyone 
into the rhythm of our systems considering that we 
only had three full team practices. We asked every-
one to trust the gameplan and our systems which 
means, when you have the puck and you don’t have 
any good options, just chip it out of our zone or chip 
it deep into their zone because we trust our fore-
check.

“We weren’t doing that in the first period and we 
were giving St. Thomas opportunities to attack us,” 
continued Bradley. “But, I thought after the first, we 
were much more focused and did a much better job. 
At times in the first, it looked like they were all over 
us but that went away in the second and we started 
to get back to what we needed to do.”

After a pregame ceremony that included each play-
er being introduced individually and the unveiling 
of the team’s 2024 Western Conference Champion-
ship banner, the Lincs’ top line of Owen Voortman, 
Luca Spagnolo and Jaden Lee wasted little time 
in getting to work with a Spagnolo shot creating a 
rebound that Lee put in the back of the Stars’ net 
just 17 seconds into the first period. Voortman also 
earned an assist along with Spagnolo.

The bench boss noted the line centred by the newly 
minted captain, Spagnolo, as being three of several 
returning players to have big performances.

“It was nice to see Spagnolo's line pick up where 
they left off last season,” said Bradley. “We planned 

that they would be a top line in this league and 
they showed us early on that they will be. I thought 
Colby (Booth-Housego) had a really good game in 
net and gave us the saves we needed. Ryder (Liv-
ermore) and Jacob (Montesi) were really good on 
defence. They were our rocks back there and kept 
everything calm, cool and collected.”

On the trio of Spagnolo, Lee and Voortman, Bradley 
further stated the home opener was a chance for 
the line to re-establish themselves as being among 
the league’s elite.

“It wasn't uncommon for them to strike early in the 
game and set the tone for our team. So, for them 
to be able to follow that up in a different season 
and say, ‘We're still here and we're still going to be 
doing the same things and have that impact on the 
game,’ it's important for them individually, but it's 
also important for our team to know we've got a 
great set of leaders, whether they're wearing letters 
or not. They want to lead this team to have another 
successful season.”

Assistant captain Noah VandenBrink finished off a 
nifty passing play to score his first of the year on 

a powerplay and give the Lincs a 2-0 lead heading 
into the first intermission.

Three minutes and 23 seconds into the second 
frame, aggressive penalty killing work by Spagnolo 
led him to feed Lee for his second goal of the game, 
this one shorthanded, to make it 3-0 for St. Marys. 
Just under eight minutes later, a pair of first-year 
forwards connected when a long-range shot by 
Tanner Ducharme was deflected by Dylan Searles 
and sailed by Stars’ netminder Zack Irvin, who fin-
ished the game with 42 saves.

“The line of Chase (McDougall), Tanner and Dylan 
really found their stride in the second and third pe-
riods. In the last 40 minutes, I thought they were 
a catalyst in terms of showing that if we execute 
our gameplan, it'll work. They were good in the de-
fensive zone. They kept it simple. They trusted the 
plan and they executed the plan.

“When you watch it back and there may be parts 
you’re not happy with as a coach, especially early 
in the game, it’s important to remember that this 
is their first game where they are relied on to play 

Lincs unveil West Champions banner, win home opener

Dylan Searles skates by the bench as part of his goal celebration during the St. Marys Lincolns’ home opener 
on Sept. 13, which the Lincs won 4-1. Searles deflected a shot by Tanner Ducharme for the Lincolns’ fourth goal 
of the game and the first goal of his junior hockey career. Photo by McGinny Photography

Continued on page 15
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Andrew L. Hodges  
Funeral Home Ltd.�

Serving St. Marys and area since 2003

47 Wellington Street South, St. Marys
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

519-284-2820

Offering personal and affordable funeral options,  
including burial, cremation and donation to science. 

Price list and preplanning information always  
available on our website or contact us  
to meet in person to discuss your wishes. 

Lincs unveil West Champions banner, win home opener

Before the St. Marys Lincolns’ home opener against the St. Thomas Stars got un-
derway on Sept. 13, the team unveiled the banner commemorating the team’s 2024 
Western Conference Championship. Several former Lincolns who were part of the 
conference-title-winning roster were in attendance for the game, including last 
year’s captain Adam Barkley, who, along with this year’s captain Luca Spagnolo, 
revealed the banner on the ice in front of the timekeeper’s box. Photo by McGinny 
Photography

a regular shift,” added Bradley. “With 
that in mind, when you look at how 
quickly they picked things up and 
how they got better as the game went 
along, it was a really good sign.”

Goaltender Booth-Housego finished 
the game having stopped 24 of 25 St. 
Thomas shots, one of which was a 
highlight reel save in the first which 
saw Booth-Housego spin around to 
pull the puck off the goal line. The 
only blemish on Booth-Housego’s 
strong night was a net-front scramble 
finished off by Stars’ forward Cooper 
Ilczyszyn with four minutes and 17 
seconds left in the game.

Looking ahead to the team’s sched-
ule following the home opener, coach 
Bradley explained how the team will 
be preparing ahead of a pair of games 
on Sept. 20 and 22 against LaSalle 

and Chatham.

“We’ve got four practices between 
the home opener and our next game 
and then we’ve got two tough games 
so our next step is to expand on what 
we’ve been working on. We touched 
on everything system-wise before the 
home opener, but all of it was done 
briefly. Now, in these next four prac-
tices, we’re going to reinforce some 
things and spend a bit more time on 
the aspects of our systems. They’ve 
got the broad strokes and now we can 
start refining and fine-tuning some 
details.”

The Lincolns host the LaSalle Vipers 
on Sept. 20, who defeated the London 
Nationals 3-2 in overtime in their first 
game of the season. The Lincs then go 
on the road for the first time on Sept. 
22 when they visit the Chatham Ma-
roons.

Continued from page 14
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GGeett  ooffff  tthhee  CCoouucchh!!!!!!
DDiissccoovveerr  tthhee  TThhrriillll  ooff  

SSttiicckk  CCuurrlliinngg!!!!!!!!

—

you’re

It’s

It’s

Whether you’re looking to play casually or compete seriously, stick curling is ready to 

By Spencer Seymour

The team called Shack Attack came 
away as the overall winners and the 
winners of the C Flight in the Ladies 
Scramble at the St. Marys Golf and 
Country Club (SMGCC) Sept. 12.

Shack Attack posted a score of 62 to 
win the tournament’s overall champi-
onship.

Team member Amie Shackleton said 
the team’s complete contrast of skills 
led them to victory.

“We had a well-rounded team,” 
Shackleton told the Independent. “We 
had a long-ball hitter in the group, 
which put us in a position to get on 
the green easily in regulation. Ai-
mee (King) had some monster drives 
that left us in great position for some 
good approaches, and everyone in our 
group came up with one or two great 
approach shots.”

In addition to King’s stellar long-
range shooting, the rest of the team 
came up with significant contribu-
tions throughout the day, including 

Maggie Dame sinking back-to-back 
20-foot putts and Shackleton com-
pleting a 30-foot putt on Hole 12. Ad-
ditionally, Theresa Simpson put for-
ward a stellar, consistent short game 
that created plethora birdie opportu-
nities.

Shackleton also praised her team for 
the collective groove they were able 
to get into early and stay in through-
out the day.

“We have played in this tournament 
for many years and have always done 
well, but this year, we played consis-
tent golf from start to finish. It was 
nice to pull out a win. When one of 
us missed, the rest of the team came 
through with a great shot. We were 
never in any danger of not making 
our par,” she said.

The tournament featured 124 par-
ticipants competing in four flights. 
The Bos Sisters finished first in the A 
Flight with a score of 64. The B Flight 
was won by Swing-Swear-Repeat, 
who scored 66. Team Leah finished 
atop the D Flight, scoring 74.

Shack Attack wins SMGCC Ladies Scramble

With a score of 62, Shack Attack was the overall winning team and C Flight win-
ners in the Ladies Scramble hosted at the St. Marys Golf and Country Club on 
Sept. 12. Pictured from left to right are Shack Attack team members Theresa Simp-
son, Maggie Dame, Aimee King and Amie Shackleton. Contributed photo

By St. Marys Independent staff 

St. Marys Curling is thrilled to an-
nounce that registration for the 2024-
2025 season is now open! With exciting 
new programs, capital improvements, 
and beloved bonspiels returning, 
there’s never been a better time to get 
involved in the sport. Whether you’re a 
seasoned player or new to curling, this 
season promises something for every-
one.

Registration is Now Open!

We’re now accepting registrations for 
the upcoming season. Whether you’re a 
returning member or joining us for the 
first time, we can’t wait to see you on 
the ice! For full details on membership 
options, league sign-ups, and more, vis-
it www.stmaryscurling.ca/leagues

Capital Upgrades for Better Ice and 
Energy Efficiency

Thanks to a generous Ontario Trilli-
um Foundation grant, St. Marys Curl-
ing is making significant upgrades to 
its refrigeration plant. The upgrades 
include a new chiller and state-of-the-
art refrigeration controls, which are 
expected to significantly enhance ice 
conditions while reducing energy con-
sumption. These upgrades reflect our 
commitment to providing the best pos-
sible environment for both our mem-
bers and the community.

New to Curling? Join Our Learn to 

Curl League!

If you're new to curling, the Learn to 
Curl League is the ideal way to start. 
This league provides a fun and relaxed 
introduction to the sport, with expert 
instruction and real gameplay. You’ll 
learn everything from how to throw a 
rock to sweeping techniques and un-
derstanding the game’s rules.

- Fall Session: Oct. 29 – Dec. 17

- Winter Session: Jan. 14 – Mar. 4, 2-25

Each 8-week session costs just $100 + 
HST. Sign up for one or both sessions, 
and if you join a regular league after-
ward, your Learn to Curl fee will be 
credited toward your first-yearmem-
bership. All you need are clean indoor 
shoes, warm clothing, and a sense of 
fun!

Meat & Greet: Season Kickoff Event – 
September 21

Don’t miss our Meat & Greet on Satur-
day, Sept. 21, at 4425 Water St. S. En-
joy delicious pulled pork, sides, and 
hot dogs for the kids, as well as craft 
beer from Cowbell and Broken Rail, or 
wine from Pelee Island Winery. Enter 
the Corn Hole Tournament for just $20, 
with great prizes up for grabs.

This is also the perfect time to regis-
ter for the season and check out curl-
ing gear from our equipment supplier. 
Bring your family and friends for a fun-
filled day of community activities!

Exciting Season Ahead 
for St. Marys Curling
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Scarlett Maddock dashes to first base during a Canadian Tire U9 HP St. Marys 
Rockies game earlier this season.

Laine Leis rockets the ball towards home base during a Wildwood Care Centre 
U13 HP Red St. Marys Rockies game earlier this season.

Griffin McGregor runs from second to third base during a St. Marys Cement U18 
WOBA Blue St. Marys Rockies game earlier this season. Photos by Spencer Seymour

Katie Holliday makes contact with the ball during a Dave Hensel U11 HP St. Marys 
Rockies game earlier this year.

Billie Sedley catches an incoming pitch during a McLean-Taylor Construction U17 
HP St. Marys Rockies game earlier this year.

84 Wellington Street South
St. Marys, ON (519) 284-1690

Brought to you by your local

 Ph: 519-284-1302 | info@harrisgreigauto.com  
Hours: M-Th 8-5:30, Fri 8-5  |  402 Queen Street W., St. Marys, ON

 Full automotive repair services
 Diagnostics       Alignments 
 Safeties       Tire Sales 
 Honest and Friendly Service

Book ahead for your winter tire installation
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Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan & Dr. Reem Amayem

ACCEPTING CANADIAN DENTAL CARE 
PLAN EARLY JULY 2024

OFFERING ORTHODONTICS,TRADITIONAL BRACES AND INVISALIGN
for patients and general public interested, first consultation will be free, referrals not necessary

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later appointment times three days per week.

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

SPORTS
SMPA's year-end tournament raises over $1,100 for 
Marathon of Hope

The St. Marys Pickleball Association (SMPA) held their fourth annual year-end 
tournament on Sept. 15 to celebrate the 2024 season and raise money for the Terry 
Fox Marathon of Hope Cure for Cancer. It was a beautiful day for this well-attended 
event which included a fun pickleball tournament that 32 players participated in, 
as well as other games and a barbecue. 

Barry and Jody Stone wore inflatable chicken and duck costumes to ham it up 
while they played in the tournament. The fun tournament featured interesting vari-
ations, such as playing with your non-dominant hand and players switching teams 
halfway through the games. More than $1,100 was raised, all of which will go to the 
Terry Fox Cure for Cancer. Photos by Spencer Seymour

Lincs Alumni Group 
donates to dressing 
room project

Several members of the St. Marys Lincolns Alumni Group presented a cheque for 
$1,500 to Lincolns’ President Brandon Boyd on Sept. 12. The donation was made 
in support of the team’s dressing room renovation project and will purchase one 
stall. Pictured from left to right are Brian Hughes, Mike Brogden, Mike Mattiusi, 
Rob Mossey, Jacques Cousineau, Jamie Hahn, and Brandon Boyd. Anyone in-
terested in purchasing a stall or making a donation to the project is encouraged 
to contact Lincs’ President Boyd at bboyd@lincs.ca or at 519-520-0799. Photo by 
Spencer Seymour
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Huron-Perth Children’s Aid Society
Provides temporary or long-term care
to children brought under care of the
agency. Administers supervision,
counselling and group support to
parents and families.
www.h-pcas.ca | 519-271-5290

Need help?

STONETOWNSTONETOWN
SupportsSupports

Stonetown Supports is your connection to
local resources for food security, mental

health and addiction, financial aid,
housing, and more.

SECURITY & SAFETY 
RESOURCES

Stratford Police Services
Provides policing for the Town of St.
Marys. A dedicated Community Resource
Officer manages community relations,
school relations and investigations. 
www.stratfordpolice.com
Non-emergencies: 519-271-4141

Huron Perth Helpline & 
Crisis Response Team
Provides crisis assessments, brief crisis
therapy, and crisis education via 
24-hour phone service.
1-888-829-7484

Optimism Place 
Provides secure, protective shelter for
women who have experienced abuse. 
www.optimismplace.com | 1-800-265-8598

More local resources:
townofstmarys.com/stonetownsupports

Brittany Petrie
Community Outreach Worker
Town of St. Marys | 226-261-0098

Lawn Bowling Club hosts 
tournament in memory 
of Donna Collins

River Valley mixed 
league holds ‘Pot of Gold’ 
wrap-up

The Parks Lawn Bowling Club hosted a mixed pairs tournament on Sept. 15. The 
tournament was sponsored by the Collins family in memory of a wonderful lady 
Donna Collins. The weather was great and all 10 teams had a great time. Pictured 
from left to right are Chris Collins, who presented all the winners’ prizes, along with 
first-place winners Kay Johns and Rick Wood. The team of Everrett Zwiers and Mar-
ilyn Lancaster finished in second place while third went to Jim Smith and Shari Kar-
elson. Murray Bennewies and Alexis Fares took fourth and the consolation prize 
was captured by Larry McLellan, Sharon Farris, and Rose Constable. Constable 
stepped in to join McLellan after Farris left due to injury. Contributed photo

River Valley held its "Pot of Gold" wrap-up event for its mixed league on Sept. 15. 
Pictured from left to right are the members of the winning team - Tom Osgerby, 
Dorothy Dunseith, Erin Onclin and Bernie Schaefer, who won with a score of eight-
under-par. Photo by Wendy Lamond

SPORTS
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SPOTLIGHT ON ARTS & CULTURE

By James Giles

Every life has a story, every story has 
an author and every author needs an 
editor. And I have mine.

Editing is itself a unique art. It is the 
process of selecting and preparing 
written, visual, audible, written or 
cinematic material used by a person 
or an entity to convey a message or 
information. The editing process can 
involve correction, condensation, or-
ganization, rewriting and many other 
modifications performed with an in-
tention of producing a correct, con-
sistent, accurate and complete piece 
of work. So declares technical co-au-
thors Alexander Mamishev and Sean 
Williams.

With the goal of awakening the in-
terest and educational values of the 
many forms of art that influence in-
dividuals and society, last September 
Alice Rixson and I joined forces to 
provide St. Marys Independent with 
bi-weekly articles spot-lighting the 
varied talents of current and former 
St. Marys and area residents. The 
plan was that I would do the majority 
of the writing and she would edit the 
articles. She and I had corroborated 
on a number of projects in the past, 
so I well knew her style and what 
she could do. With fingers crossed, I 
asked her to be my editor in a new 
venture. I was delighted when she 
agreed.

Rixson’s journey towards the field of 
editing began at an early age. Born in 
Copenhagen during the Nazi occupa-
tion of Denmark during World War 
II, her family emigrated to Canada in 
the summer in the early 1950s. Her 
father, a talented tradesman, felt that 
Canada would provide a better life 
with more opportunities for the fam-
ily away from the ravages of war-torn 
northern Europe. There were no rel-
atives or friends in Canada to greet 
them or provide any type of support, 
neither moral nor financial. With 
Danish and Swedish as their current 
languages, there was now a new one 

to be learned!

The family settled in a small town 
in Bruce County. During that first 
summer of playing with other chil-
dren, Rixson spoke English by the 
time school started in September. A 
teacher worked with her during re-
cesses and after school to bring her 
up to speed with her peers with read-
ing and writing. Expectations were 
exceeded and she completed two 
grades in the same year. During her 
elementary school years, she helped 
her parents – particularly her dad – 
with their English, both spoken and 
written.

Within a few years, Rixson’s father 
bought his employers’ service busi-
ness and although not yet a teenager, 
Rixson began helping in the business 
but not necessarily with enthusiasm. 
In the early 1960s this led to a busi-
ness college education.

Still seeking more opportunity, her 
dad sold his business and the fami-
ly was once again on the move. This 
time the destination was California, 
The Land of Golden Opportunity.

“California Here We Come, the song 

from a 1920s Broadway play, became 
the family’s mantra,” Rixson recalls 
fondly. “Parents, with three children 
and a dog in a car, towing a small 
U-Haul trailer with personal items 
hit the road! Southern California! 
Sunshine and swaying palm trees! 
Sun drenched, white sandy beaches! 
The majestic Pacific Ocean! Holly-
wood! And if you really missed win-
ter, snow-capped mountains were 
only couple of hours away.”

By now in her late teens, Rixson was 
very excited to get out of a stale and 
boring small town that seemingly of-
fered no future. The town could no 
longer support a movie theatre be-
cause a local television station made 
TV programming much more inter-
esting.

Not long after settling in the San Fer-
nando Valley just north of Los Ange-
les, Rixson decided to attend a near-
by college. It was already August so a 
number of mandatory courses had al-
ready reached maximum enrollment, 
including English. The college’s cata-
log stated that Journalism 101 would 
substitute for a required English 
credit, so she signed up.

“I took to the course like a duck to 
water,” says Rixson. “I tackled as-
signments of reporting and writing 
with enthusiasm that first semester. 
My journalism professor and college 
newspaper advisor apparently saw 
an innate talent in me.”

There were many festering issues in 
the United States at that time during 
the JFK administration including the 
turmoil around civil rights of Negros, 
the assassination of JFK, the very un-
popular Viet Nam war that claimed 
thousands of young lives, including a 
number of my fellow students. “All of 
these cultural and societal problems 
spilled over to campus life,” says Rix-
son “and generated many interesting 
topics for journalism.

“Advancements within the positions 
of the college’s weekly newspaper 
was by appointment of the professor. 
Apparently, he saw value in my orga-
nizational skills when it concerned 
thought, print and staff and the abil-
ity to meet deadlines, so I was named 
Editor-in-Chief the following semes-
ter.” All copies of the paper were sub-
mitted to a journalistic entity with 
entries from similar colleges in Cal-
ifornia to be judged. “That semester, 
our publication placed second in the 
State,” Rixson proudly claims.

One noteworthy event involves a stu-
dent who joined the staff as a pho-
tographer to enhance his artistic 
abilities. “I saw great potential in this 
young man’s talent in photography,” 
recalls Rixson “and as a result, he de-
cided to focus solely on photography. 
His name was Ron Raffaelli (1943-
2016) and at the age of 22, Jimi Hen-
drix chose him as his personal pho-
tographer.

Unfortunately - and in spite of a po-
tential scholarship to a major uni-
versity - financial challenges made it 
impossible for to continue to gradu-
ation. “So,” she says, “to get back into 
the saddle after a long hiatus is very 
welcome.”

The art of editing

Alice Rixson, editor of “Spotlight on Arts & Culture” column

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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For Hall Rentals 
call 519-271-5343

Sun. Sept. 15 - Edmond Reis, Cambridge   $50.00

Mon. Sept. 16 - Brian Sylvester, Stratford  $50.00

Tues. Sept. 17 - Gerry Reynolds, Stratford  $50.00

Wed. Sept. 18 - Rob Vandenbroek, Walton  $50.00

Thur. Sept. 19 - Heather Purge, St. Marys   $50.00

Fri. Sept. 20 - Roxanne Van Dam, St. Pauls  $50.00

Sat. Sept. 21 - Jim & Joan Nichols, Mitchell  $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
 www.fraserpaving.ca
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ARTS & CULTURE

By St. Marys Station Gallery staff 

St. Marys Station Gallery presents for the first 
time, a husband and wife collaboration from Lon-
don, Ont. Corinne Garlick and Peter Karas depict 
a fantasized, almost fairytale-like world with bold 
colours and stylized compositions – a unique exhi-
bition not to be missed.

Corinne’s outdoor adventures in local parks and 
natural settings provide inspiration for her large 
landscape paintings that feature the beauty of 
southern Ontario. Done primarily in oil on can-
vas, her paintings exude character and life. With 
Corinne Garlick’s art you’re likely to see street 
scenes and landscapes of southern Ontario. Exe-
cuted in brilliant colour, her paintings are imagi-
native, expressive and full of the vitality that she 
sees around her. She is a graduate of Beal Art and 
Nova Scotia College of Art and Design, and has 
been making a living from her artwork for the last 
20 years.

Peter Karas has been a full-time professional artist 
for the past 20 years, after attaining a degree in Vi-
sual Arts from the University of Victoria. He paints 
street scenes and landscapes in a bold, refreshing 
style, with a focus on brilliant harmonious colour 
and strong graphic compositions. His inspirations 
comes from many sources – from the old neigh-
bourhoods and heritage houses, to children’s books 
and animated films. Working primarily in oil and 
watercolour, he typically paints on canvas, but he 
also has an interest in woodworking, carving and 
joinery. Some of his paintings incorporate low re-
lief carving or hand-built guilded wood frames that 
he makes onsite in his workshop.

For the past 15 years, Peter and Corinne have de-
voted time to teaching. They currently offer a va-
riety of classes at Westland Gallery and Fanshawe 
College.

The exhibition opens on Sept. 21, 2024 to Nov. 2, 
2024. A reception will be held on Saturday Sept. 21 
from 1 - 4 p.m. at the Station Gallery. Gallery hours 
will change after Thanksgiving and will be closed 
on Sundays.

St. Marys Station Gallery: An exhibition of inspired colour

Taps on the Thames at 
Science Hill Country Club 

IS NOW OPEN!

(519) 284-3621

Call the store to place your order for a fresh Thanksgiving turkey. We are 
also taking orders for Thanksgiving pies and desserts.  

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Open Daily 10 - 5    Saturdays 9 - 5

McCully's Harvest Festival will run weekends (weather permitting) beginning 
Saturday, October 5th to Sunday, October 27th.  (Closed Thanksgiving Monday, 
October 14)   Hours are 10-3  Family fun at the farm including corn maze, wagon 

rides, barn tours, pumpkin catapult and much more.  $7.50/person, $6.25/per-
son for a family of four or more.  Children under 2 years old are free.

McCully's Annual Harvest Festival

10% off McCully's Salsa

Store Hours for September

Order your Thanksgiving 
Turkey today

Sweet corn is available at McCully's and the Aarden Farms vegetable 
stand.  We have Fall Decor and Pumpkins. 

Fresh Produce at McCully's

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM
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By Mary Smith

In 1951, the Toronto philanthropist, 
Sigmund Samuel, provided the Roy-
al Ontario Museum with a building 
dedicated to Canadiana. For the next 
several decades, the Sigmund Samu-
el Canadiana Gallery was one of the 
most popular attractions for visitors 
to the ROM. Its collection of Canadi-
an artifacts, works of art, maps and 
documents increased. In 1958, it was 
necessary to build an addition to 
the south. Sigmund Samuel was ex-
tremely wealthy and collected trea-
sures from around the world, many 
of them eventually donated to the 
ROM. In the mid-20th century, his 
special interest in early Canadian 
artifacts and all kinds of Canadian 
archival material was timely. As the 
100th anniversary of Confederation 
approached, Canadians everywhere 
were beginning to look at their coun-
try with a fresh sense of pride. Any-
thing relating to its history took on a 
new significance. There was a surge 
in people wanting to acquire genu-
ine Canadian antiques and the ROM, 
with Sigmund Samuel’s help, was a 
leader.

For residents of St. Marys at that time, 
it was not necessary to travel to To-
ronto to see examples of high-qual-
ity early Canadian artifacts. This 
community had its own leaders who 
recognized their value. According to 
local historian, Larry Pfaff, “Today 
old Canadian furniture is little re-
garded, and it is hard to believe the 
excitement in the 1960s that its re-
discovery generated. At the centre 
of the antique business in the 1960s 
and 1970s was Cardiff (Cy) Cline 
who purchased from truckloads of 
pine furniture brought in by pickers 
from Quebec. He, Ron O’Hara, and 
Ed Kinsman made St. Marys a mec-
ca for antique collectors and dealers 
alike who sought out pine, figured 
maple, cherry, and walnut pieces.”

Lorne Eedy also remembers those 
days. His own interest in collecting 
began when he was still a teenager; 
he started to attend Saturday auc-
tions. His mother let him take the 
family car if he took along a friend of 
hers who collected antique cruet sets. 
Barry Nairn was the auctioneer with 
“Goldie Keane holding up each lot, 
while a few local dealers headed by 
Ron O’Hara would hold court, slight-
ly behind a tree, or wagon, or a large 
lady, to camouflage their bids. The 
older collectors of St. Marys took me 
in as their newest recruit ... it was a 
band of brothers.” Lorne remembers 
that they met for coffee and a smoke 
every morning at 10. They were en-
couraging but also ready to take the 

young collector down a notch if he 
bragged about acquisitions that were 
not as significant as he had believed. 

Ron O’Hara’s antique business had 
a wonderful setting – the 1858 lime-
stone house at 615 Queen Street 
East. Ron and Rose O’Hara bought 
the property in the years before 
old stone houses and old furniture 
became popular. By the time inter-
est in Canadiana took hold, Ron al-
ready had beautiful pieces, many 
purchased from Eastern Ontario and 
Quebec. A trip to see his collection 
was an adventure. Serious collectors 
in this area, including executives 
from London Life and Labatt’s, dis-
covered Ron O’Hara early and visited 
him regularly. For Lorne, “Ron, I felt 
for many years, was over my budget.” 
But Ron’s advice was given without 
charge: “Best to have one great piece 
in the house, the rest is just stuff you 
like and decorate with ...” 

Ed Kinsman had another extraordi-
nary collection. He began collecting 
early, acquiring artifacts at auctions 
and from the descendants of old lo-
cal families who were clearing out 
and selling their former homes. Ed 
worked as a banker but later became 
a full-time antique dealer, selling 
from his home, originally a stone 
house on Thomas Street, and later 
from the grand house at 163 Church 
Street South. He also attended auc-
tions in London, expanding his col-
lection beyond Canadiana to fine im-
ported pieces. For three years in the 
early 1970s, Ed Kinsman was hired 
to take charge of the St. Marys Public 
Library. At that time, this position did 
not require training as a profession-

al librarian. Ed had considerable ex-
pertise in old books and was a com-
petent administrator but perhaps his 
main focus remained on antiques. 
Lorne Eedy believed that “Ed’s best 
quality was his antique knowledge 
with local stories that dove-tailed 
with his collecting experience. This 
quality was only surpassed by his 
availability to talk antiques all day 
long if the listener had the interest.” 
Lorne had the interest and used to go 
to the library a couple times a week 
“to get caught up on the antique mar-
ket.”

In the late 1970s to the mid-1980s, 
Cardiff (Cy) Cline was a dominant 
presence among local antique deal-
ers. Larry Pfaff called him “a real 
ambassador” and Lorne Eedy point-
ed out that he was “the first to buy 
big.” His picker from Quebec would 
arrive with his “truck rack piled to 
the sky, along with a massive cage 
trailer, chock full of Quebec antiques 
of varying value, and all sorts of odd 
qualities.” Cy Cline had been born in 
Collingwood, but his family moved 
to Galt when he was still a little boy. 
In Galt, he met Mabel Doerfling, and 
they were married in April 1940. 
Soon after, Cy and his father, Percy 
Cline, purchased a men’s clothing 
business in St. Marys, selling every-
thing “For Dad and the Lad!” By the 
mid-1940s, Cline’s was a well-es-
tablished business, operating from 
the limestone commercial building 
at 115 Queen Street East. Cy had al-
ways been a collector. Stamps were 
an interest from boyhood and, as 
an adult, he enjoyed the challenge 
of searching out rare stamps. A new 

interest in carnival glass took him 
to area dealers and nearby auctions. 
This led to the discovery of pine 
furniture that could be purchased 
cheaply, repaired and refinished. By 
the early 1970s, the back room of the 
clothing store was filled with tables, 
chairs, chests, cradles – old Canadian 
furniture of all varieties. 

In July 1975, a devastating fire de-
stroyed the building next door at 
117 Queen Street South. Although 
the fire fighters managed to save 
the adjacent buildings, they suf-
fered considerable smoke and wa-
ter damage. Cy Cline decided not to 
continue his clothing business but to 
concentrate on selling antiques. He 
relocated to 140 Queen Street East, 
in space he rented from Gerald Bull, 
previously the home of the popular 
St. Marys Grill. The photograph with 
this week’s column shows the inte-
rior of that store. Some time later, a 
vacant property at 14 Church Street 
North became available. It had once 
been a two-storey department store, 
facing onto Queen Street. From 1919 
to 1961, it had been the auditorium 
of the Lyric Theatre, filled with the-
atre seats, the stage and large movie 
screen at the north end. The Clines 
saw an opportunity there and pur-
chased the building. They removed 
the seats and sloping theatre floor, 
opened up the windows and en-
trance on the north side and created 
a beautiful retail space with a balco-
ny, showcasing antiques for sale. 

Throughout the early 1980s, Cline’s 
Stonetown Antiques was very pop-
ular. With a lifetime of practice, Cy 
was a charming salesman who had 
many return customers. Lorne Eedy 
remembers: “Cy was always enter-
taining, a real circus master of his 
antiques ring.” Lorne also recalled 
that Cy was hard of hearing and 
did not wear a hearing aid. When 
Lorne dropped in to chat, “Some of 
Cy's comments on the high-end, in-
coming customers that he thought 
could not be heard were hilarious. 
Cy would say something under his 
breath which came out too loud and 
the customer would do a double-take 
with a ‘did-I-really-hear-that’ look.”

In the mid-1980s, Cy Cline sold 
Stonetown Antiques to Jim Howgego 
and the Cline family moved to Brit-
ish Columbia. Ed Kinsman had died 
in 1976, but Ron O’Hara’s business 
was still flourishing. There was still 
a great deal of activity in St. Marys 
with many serious collectors and tal-
ented refurbishers of Canadian an-
tiques. The story will continue next 
week.

HISTORIC ST. MARYS: When St. Marys was a Mecca for Canadiana Antique Hunters

HISTORY

The interior of Cy Cline's store, Stonetown Antiques, late 1970s, 140 Queen Street 
East. From the St. Marys Museum's Collection
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Thorndale News A section within the 
St. Marys Independent

By Nancy Abra

Recently, the Thorndale Men’s Slo-Pitch 
league of 12 teams finished their 2024 
season with their annual playoff week-
end. 

The Wiserhood team went undefeated 
during the playoffs, topping their 2024 
season in the A-Division finals for their 
fifth A championship of the league, in-
cluding four of the last five seasons. The 
Wiserhood team is mainly made up of 
men from London, managed by Jordon 
Fuller and coached by Hugh Fuller, a 
Thorndale native who played for over 20 
years for the now dissolved Tribe team. 

The B Division champs were the Kekam-
bas, beating Ballz Deep in that division 
final.

The Thorndale Men’s Slo-pitch league 
was developed in the summer of 1980 
in Thorndale with competition initiated 
between the Thorndale Fire Department 
and their counterparts from Arva, Ilder-

ton and Granton. The popularity of the 
game rapidly grew as players were re-
cruited from Thorndale’s Monteith sub-
division, and members of local clubs and 
organizations formed teams with vary-
ing age groups and ability levels. 

A few of the original named teams, such 
as Brewers, Slammers and Gators, have 
players today which are the second gen-
eration, continuing the long history of 
the league. 

The Thorndale Men's Slo-Pitch league 
plays from the first week of May with 
games mainly played on Sundays (ex-
cluding long weekends) and some Mon-
day and Wednesday evenings, with the 
playoffs on the second weekend of Sep-
tember. 

“The league will be looking for a few 
new teams for next season,” said Fuller. 
“For more information, people can check 
out the league at www.thorndaleball.ca 
or on the I Love Thorndale page at www.
ilovethorndale.ca/recreation/baseball.  

By Nancy Abra

The Nissouri Manor, a senior’s complex 
in Thorndale and a concept initiated by 
Bill Elliott, opened its doors in 1986. 
Ron Johnson sat as a director on this 
board and then later took over as the 
chair when Elliott’s health was failing.

“For many years, Ron has led this board 
as chair efficiently and capably, always 
managing to have us come to a unan-
imous decision when critical issues 
needed to be solved – not always an 
easy task,” said Mary McCutcheon, the 
current acting board chair. 

“Not only has he been instrumental in 
directing and keeping our facility in 
amazing physical condition, Ron has 
farmed full time for many years, is a 
small business owner and a very active 
member of the Thorndale Lions Club 
serving in various roles and on commit-
tees over the years.”

McCutcheon presented Johnson with 
certificates from the City of London and 
from the County of Middlesex honour-
ing his many years of dedication and 
service on the Board of the Nissouri 
Manor.

By Nancy Abra

St. George’s Anglican Church in Thorn-
dale hosts various fundraiser dinners 
for the community throughout the year 
and their barbecue-chicken dinner held 
in September has been a hit for many 
years. 

On Sept 11, approximately 350 dinners 
were served with the chicken cooked on 
site by Jim’s BBQ Chicken from Arthur 
and assembled in the church’s annex 
building as people drove in to pick them 
up. The proceeds of this dinner will go 
towards the operating and maintenance 

expenses of the church.

“We greatly appreciate the continued 
support of this wonderful communi-
ty for all of our fundraisers and special 
dinners,” said Rev. Quenton Little, St. 
George’s rector. “And I would like to in-
vite everyone to the church service we 
are jointly presenting with Thorndale 
United Church on Sunday Sept. 22 at 10 
a.m. at the Thorndale Fair in the Thorn-
dale Community Centre.  

“Again, thank you very much to everyone 
for your support.”

Thorndale Men’s Slo-Pitch finishes another season

Past Nissouri Manor 
board chair honoured

St. George’s BBQ dinner 
continued success

The Wiserhoods team recently became Thorndale Men’s Slo-Pitch A-Division champs 
after going undefeated in the playoffs. Photo courtesy of Jordon Fuller

Former Nissouri Manor board chair Ron 
Johnson was recently honoured by Middle-
sex County and the City Lond for his years 
of service. Photo courtesy of Mary McCutch-
eon

Pictured at the barbecue chicken fundraiser dinner at St. George’s Anglican Church 
Sept. 11 are, in the background, Mack Smith and Cooper Jordon. Behind the table from 
left to right are Mike Gerrits, Scott Ivins, Conner Gerrits, Heather Ivins, Dayna Gerris 
and, in the foreground, Emily Gerrits. Photo by Nancy Abra

THANKSGIVING BINGO AND 50/50
Monday, October 7th 2024

FIRST GAME AT 7 PM
Thorndale Lions Community Centre

$10 / 2 CARDS - 20 GAMESBINGO LICENCE 
#M876604

50/50 LICENCE 
#M876603
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By Olianina Olena

Ukrainian cuisine is a culinary tap-
estry rich with history, tradition and 
heartfelt flavours. Among its most 
beloved dishes is varenyky – a staple 
that not only satisfies hunger but also 
carries deep cultural significance. As 
Ukrainian immigrants continue to en-
rich Canada’s diverse food landscape, 
varenyky have become a symbol of 
cultural heritage and an ambassador 
of authentic Ukrainian taste.

Varenyky are more than just dump-
lings; they are a cherished part of 
Ukrainian culture. Traditionally, these 
delicious parcels are made with a ten-
der dough filled with a variety of sa-
vory or sweet ingredients, and then 
boiled to perfection. They are often 
served with a dollop of sour cream, 
melted butter, or crispy onions, en-
hancing their rich flavor.

In Ukraine, varenyky hold a special 
place at the table, especially during 
festive occasions. They are often 
prepared as a family, with everyone 
gathering in the kitchen to fill, shape 
and cook the varenyky together. This 
communal activity is as much about 
bonding as it is about making food. 

It's a time-honoured tradition that 
has been passed down through gen-
erations, preserving the essence of 

Ukrainian hospitality.

A world of fillings: from savoury to 
sweet

One of the most fascinating aspects 
of varenyky is their versatility. The 
fillings can vary widely, reflecting the 
regional diversity of Ukraine as well 
as personal and family preferences. 
Here are a few of the classics:

• Potato and Onion: Perhaps the most 
classic filling, potato and onion va-
renyky are hearty and comforting, of-
ten enhanced with a bit of cheese for 
an extra layer of flavour.

• Sauerkraut and Mushroom: A tangy 
and earthy combination that speaks 
to Ukraine’s rural roots, perfect for 
those who enjoy robust, savoury fla-
vors.

• Cottage Cheese: Known as "syrnyky," 
these are a mild and creamy option, 
sometimes served with sugar and va-
nilla for a sweet twist.

• Cherry or Berry: On the sweeter 
side, varenyky filled with cherries or 
berries are a summertime favourite, 
often enjoyed as a dessert or a treat 
during the harvest season.

Each variety of varenyky tells a sto-
ry, reflecting the local ingredients 
and seasonal influences that shape 
Ukrainian cuisine.

De Varenyk: crafting tradition by 
hand

In an era where mass production 
is the norm, it’s refreshing to find a 
company like De Varenyk, which hon-
ours the tradition of handcrafting va-
renyky with the same care and atten-
tion that our ancestors did.

Each varenyky from De Varenyk is 
made by hand, ensuring that every 
piece is unique and filled with the love 
and dedication that only a handmade 
product can offer. De Varenyk uses 
only the finest ingredients, staying 
true to the authenticity of Ukrainian 
recipes while also adding a modern 
twist for today’s palate. Whether it’s 
the classic potato and onion or a more 
adventurous filling like spinach and 
feta, the quality and taste are unpar-
alleled.

A cultural connection

As an emigrant from Ukraine, va-
renyky are more than just food to me 
– they are a connection to my heritage, 
a reminder of the times spent with 
family and a symbol of the warmth 
and generosity that defines Ukrainian 
culture.

In a country as diverse as Canada, 
food is one of the most powerful ways 
to share and celebrate our cultures. 
Varenyky offer Canadians a taste of 
Ukraine, inviting them to experience 
the warmth, tradition and flavours 
that define Ukrainian hospitality. 
The experience of making and eating 
varenyky brings back memories of 
family gatherings, where the kitchen 
was filled with the aroma of freshly 
cooked dumplings and the sounds of 
laughter and conversation.

In today’s fast-paced world, where 
convenience often trumps tradition, 
it’s comforting to know that there are 
still places where the art of making 
varenyky by hand is cherished. Com-
panies like De Varenyk play a crucial 
role in keeping this tradition alive, 
offering everyone a chance to experi-
ence the authentic taste of Ukrainian 
varenyky.

Whether you’re exploring Ukrainian 
cuisine for the first time or looking 
to reconnect with your roots, I highly 
recommend trying varenyky from De 
Varenyk. These handmade dumplings 
are not just a meal; they are a taste 
of tradition, culture and the love that 
goes into every bite.

UKRAINIAN CORNER:  Ukrainian varenyky – a taste of tradition in every bite

De Varenyk: Traditional Ukrainian varenyky made with love and quality. Photo by 
Shyshkivska Nataly

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE #2 
Thorndale Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion 
Schedule C Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Study 

THE STUDY 
The Municipality of Thames Centre (Municipality) has retained Stantec Consulting Ltd. to complete a 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (EA) to identify options for expansion of the Thorndale 
Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP), located at 1135 Ideal Drive, as shown on the map below.  

The Thorndale WWTP provides municipal 
wastewater treatment to Thorndale. 
WWTP expansion alternatives are being 
developed to address current needs and 
consider anticipated community growth.  

HOW CAN I PARTICIPATE? 
An in-person Public Information Centre (PIC #2) 
is being held using a drop-in format to provide 
the evaluation of expansion alternatives for 
comment. Members of the project team will be 
available to discuss the project and respond to 
any questions you may have. 

Date:  Thursday, September 26, 2024 
Location:  Thorndale Lions Community 

Centre – Meeting Room #1  
265 Upper Queen Street, 
Thorndale, ON 

Time:   5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Presentation materials will also be available on the Municipality’s website following the PIC at: 
www.thamescentre.on.ca/ThorndaleWWTPExpansion.  
Comments are requested by October 4, 2024. 

This study is being undertaken in accordance with the requirements of Schedule C projects, as 
outlined in the Municipal Class EA document (2000, as amended in 2007, 2011, 2015 and 2023) 
which is approved under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. Near the end of the project, an 
Environmental Study Report (ESR) will be prepared to document the EA process, consultation 
activities, and the evaluation. The ESR will be presented for a 30 day public review at that time.  

If you wish to provide comments, have your name added to the study mailing list, or if you have 
questions about this project, please contact one of the Project Team members listed below. 

Jarrod Craven  Jeff Paul P.Eng.  
Director of Public Works 
Municipality of Thames Centre  
4305 Hamilton Road 
Dorchester, ON  N0L 1G3  
Phone: 519-268-7334 ext. 245 
Email: Jcraven@thamescentre.on.ca  

Project Manager  
Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
400-1305 Riverbend Road 
London, ON  N6K 0J5 
Phone: 519-675-6604 
Email: Jeff.Paul@stantec.com 

 

If you have any accessibility requirements in order to participate in this project, please contact one of the Project Team members listed above. Comments 
and information are being collected to assist with meeting the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. Information collected will be 
used in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and Access to Information Act. With the exception of personal 
information, all comments will become part of the public record. www.stonetowntravel.com

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL Where in the world Where in the world 

would you like to go?would you like to go?  

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel 

consultants today!consultants today!
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Football season has com-
menced and although parties 
are focused on viewing the 
game itself, sharable snacks 
are always a hit for gatherings. 

These easily thrown-togeth-
er snacks are favourite party 
foods to feed your guests and 
are ready in under 45 minutes. 
Not a football fan? No prob-
lem! These comfort recipes 
work for a gathering of any 
kind and are sure to be a hit. 

Caramelized onion spinach 
dip

Prep: 10 minutes; Cook: 40 
minutes; Makes: 2 ½ cups

2 tbsp olive oil

1 sweet onion, chopped

3 garlic cloves, minced

¼ cup reduced-sodium chick-
en broth

¼ cup white wine or addition-
al chicken broth

2 cups fat-free sour cream

1 pkg frozen chopped spinach, 
thawed and squeezed dry

¾ tsp salt

Serve with tortilla chips and 
assorted fresh vegetables

Method:

- In a large skillet, heat oil 
over medium heat. Add the 
onion; cook and stir until ten-
der, 6-8 minutes. Add garlic, 
cook 1 minute longer.

- Stir in broth and wine. Re-
duce heat to medium-low; 
cook for 25-30 minutes or un-
til onion is golden brown and 
liquid is evaporated, stirring 
occasionally.

- Transfer to a bowl. Stir in 
sour cream, spinach and salt. 
Refrigerate leftovers.

Mini chicken empanadas

Prep: 30 minutes; Bake: 15 
minutes/ batch; Makes: 2 ½ 
dozen

1 cup finely chopped cooked 
chicken

2/3 cup shredded Colby-Mon-
terey Jack cheese

3 tbsp cream cheese

4 tsp chopped sweet red pep-
per

2 tsp chopped and de-seeded 
jalapeño pepper

1 tsp cumin

½ tsp salt

½ tsp pepper

2 sheets refrigerated pie crust

Egg wash and salsa verde

Method:

- Preheat oven to 400° F. In 
a small bowl, combine first 
eight ingredients. On a light-
ly floured surface, roll each 
dough into a 15-inch circle. 
Cut with a floured 3-inch 
round biscuit cutter. 

- Place about 1 tsp filling on 
one half of each circle. Moist-
en edges with water. Fold crust 
over filling and press edges 
with a fork to seal. 

- Transfer to greased or parch-
ment covered baking sheets. If 
desired, brush with egg wash. 
Bake until golden brown: 12-
15 minutes. Remove to wire 
racks. Serve warm with salsa 
if desired. 

Warning: be careful with ja-
lapeño peppers around your 
eyes. Wash hands thoroughly.

Crab au gratin spread

Takes: 30 minutes; Makes: 2 
cups

2 tbsp plus 1 tsp butter, divid-
ed 

3 tbsp all-purpose flour

1 tsp salt

1 tsp paprika

½ cup half-and-half cream

½ cup 2% milk

¼ cup white wine or chicken 
broth

1 can crabmeat, drained, 
flaked and cartilage removed 
or 2/3 cup chopped imitation 
crabmeat.

1 can mushroom stems and 
pieces, drained and chopped

1 ½ tsp minced chives

½ cup shredded cedar cheese

1 tbsp dry breadcrumbs

Assorted crackers and fresh 
vegetables

Method:

- In a large saucepan, melt 2 
tbsp butter. Stir in flour, salt 
and paprika until smooth. 
Gradually add in half-and-
half, milk and wine. Bring to a 
boil; cook and stir for 2 min-
utes or until sauce has thick-
ened. Stir in crab, mushrooms 
and chives; heat through. Stir 
in cheese until just melted. 

- Transfer to a greased, shal-
low, one-quart baking dish. 
Melt the remaining butter; 
toss breadcrumbs. Sprinkle 
over crab mixture. Bake un-
covered at 400°F for 10-15 
minutes or until bubbly. Let 
stand 5 minutes. Serve with 
crackers and vegetables and, 
if desired, additional minced 
chives.

To Make Ahead: Prepare the 

melted cheese mixture and 
transfer to a one-quart baking 
dish. Cover and refrigerate up 
to two days. Remove mixture 
from refrigerator; let come to 
room temperature and then 
proceed with the recipe as di-
rected. 

Effortless eggrolls

Takes: 30 minutes; Makes: 10 
egg rolls

½ lb bulk pork sausage

2 ½ cups frozen stir-fry veg-
etable blend - thawed and 
chopped.

1 tbsp teriyaki sauce

10 eggroll wrappers

Oil for frying 

Method:

- In a large skillet, cook the 
sausages and vegetables over 
medium heat until meat is no 
longer pink; drain. 

- Place 3 tbsp sausage mix 
in the centre of each egg-
roll wrapper. Keep remain-
ing wrappers covered with a 
damp towel. Fold the bottom 
corner over the filling, fold the 
sides toward the centre of the 
filling. Moisten remaining cor-
ner with water; roll up tightly 
to seal. Repeat.

- In a skillet, heat one inch of 
oil to 375°F. Fry each eggroll in 
batches for 3-4 minutes. Drain 
on paper towels.

EAT AT OUR HOUSE: Game day snacks

By Lauren Eedy

COLUMN

Ask the Arborist
By Joel Hackett  |  519 272 5742 |  jtsquote@gmail.com

Dear Arborist,

Is the Devil’s Tower Monument 
in the United States really a 
giant tree stump? My teacher 
says I should stop reading 
things on the internet

Sincerly

Liam

---------------------------------

Dear Liam,

It certainly looks like a giant 
tree stump. There was a man 
who claimed to dig underneath 
it and was said to have 
discovered roots. However, most 
people think he was insane.

The Devil’s Tower National 
Monument is located in 
Wyoming and is 867 ft tall. It 

is considered a natural rock 
formation by experts. While 
it looks like a tree stump, in 
the official narrative it is not, 
though it is fun to speculate. 

A tree that size would be 
around 12 km high and at least 
6 km wide. Considering the 
tallest tree in the world is The 
Hyperion standing at 377 ft, it is 
rather unlikely.

Sincerely

The Arborist

Joel Hackett is a certified 
Arborist residing in the St. 
Marys area. Currently, he 
spends most of the year running 
Joel’s Tree Service. For contact 
call 519 272 5742 or email 
jtsquote@gmail.com

LARGE FABRIC SALE
IN LOVELY LAKESIDE

Saturday, September 28th
Church Hall, 256554 Sunova Crescent

10 am - 4 pm
All proceeds of this quilter’s estate sale go to charity

PLUS - quilt frames, panels, thread, kits, books, patterns, rulers, 
velcro, elastic, zippers, pillow forms, grab bags, tote bags, gift bags, 

and non-cotton fabrics including upholstery fabric
COFFEE, TEA, LEMONADE - $2

SWEETS - $3   SANDWICHES - $5
(Outdoor seating and tables)

BYOB - Bring Your Own Bag (or 2 - lots of bargains)

Batik $7/y   Cotton $5/y   Fat Quarters $2
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

Meat Patty!

How did the 

hamburger introduce 

his new girlfri
end?

Dax Petrie (2.5)

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 
appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Riddles
What do you get if 
you throw butter?

A butterfly

Why did the 
boy throw the 

clock out of the 
window?

He wanted to see 
time fly

How many 
animals of each 

species did Moses 
take aboard the 
ark with him?

None, it was 
Noah's ark

Why did the goose 
cross the road?

He didn't want 
to be called a 

chicken

What was the 
name of Noah's 

wife?

Yesa

What do miners 
put on their face 

at night?

Coal cream

Why don't football 
players get hot?

Because of all 
their fans

What kind of 
flower lives 

between your 
mouth and your 

chin?

Two-lips

Where can you 
always find 
happiness?

In a dictionary

What has two 
heads, one tail 
and six legs?

A man on a horse

Our Pet of the Week is Tabatha. This 
14-week-old playful kitten was a rescue 

feline from Heavenly Hills Animal 
Sanctuary and is looking for a forever 
home. If you are interested in adopting 

Tabatha and would like to meet her, she is 
currently housed at Pet Valu, St. Marys.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK
Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is 
pleased to be the sponsor of the 

'Fall' Awareness
Many of our furry friends love to chew 

on sticks, pinecones or even pine 
needles. However, if ingested, these 

fun objects could damage or puncture 
your pets intestines. Acorns should be 
avoided aswell; they are toxic to dogs 

and could cause an obstruction.

PET OF THE WEEK

 

 

 

 

 

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys- Word Search -

Community 
Centre

Midway

Fair ambassador

Pie auction

Parade

Exhibits

Railroad display

Pony rides

Escape room

Dog show

Foot race

Social tent

Outdoor stage

Livestock shows

Baby show

THORNDALE FALL FAIR SEPT. 20-22

Word List

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth
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As a dedicated and certified 
old curmudgeon, I have to ad-
mit I abhor the idea of “selfie 
spots” – popular places where 
tourists ignore amazing sur-
roundings to take photos of 
themselves. But bowing to the 
need for truth in journalism, 
I also have to admit I could 
not resist taking some selfies 
as we stood high on the Fish-
erman’s Bastion with a back-
ground of the Danube River, 
the ornate Hungarian Par-
liament and the iconic Chain 
Bridge – just a few of the fea-
tures that make the city of 
Budapest a treat for photog-
raphers, artists and visitors in 
general.

Budapest was the final port 
of call on our “romantic” Dan-
ube River cruise aboard the 
Viking Var. We were sup-
posed to sail from Vienna to 
Budapest, but unusually high 
water in the Danube meant 
this last leg of our wonderful 
journey was done by coach.

Some travellers might com-
plain about such a change in 
plans, but I found it intrigu-
ing – when else will I get the 
opportunity to travel through 
the agriculturally rich coun-

tryside of Hungary?

And our time in Buda-
pest was not limited by the 
change. We were part of an 
excursion dubbed “Panoramic 
Budapest,” part by coach and 
part walking tour through the 
landmarks of Buda.

Historically, Buda and Pest 
were two individual cities, 
or actually, more than that. 
Buda, Pest and a third com-
munity named Obuda were 
amalgamated into one in 
1873. Other smaller towns 
have been merged since. 
Obuda has the longest known 
history, dating back to occu-
pation by Celtic tribes and 
eventually conquered by the 
forces of the Roman Empire 
in the first century.

Personally, I find the much 
more recent history to be 
equally intriguing.

Hungary was an ally of Hit-
ler’s Nazi regime in World 
War II. At the end of that con-
flict, it was occupied by Rus-
sia and only became a demo-
cratic state in 1989 following 
the collapse of the U.S.S.R 
after decades of communist 
rule.

So, while visitors can marvel 
at the architecture and art of 
this beautiful city, there are 
also stark reminders of these 
dark times in the history of 
Hungary. Most moving is the 
memorial, Shoes on the Dan-
ube Bank, on the Pest shore 
near the parliament build-
ings. This art installation, cre-
ated in 2005 by Can Togay, is 
a monument to the Hungari-
an Jews who, in the winter of 
1944-1945, were shot on the 
banks of the Danube River 

by the members of the Arrow 
Cross Party, a far-right ultra-
nationalist party that briefly 
followed in the footsteps of 
the Nazis until Hungary was 
occupied by the Soviets.

Today, in sharp contrast, Hun-
gary is a welcoming and open 
country, and a member of the 
European Union. That being 
said, it has not adopted the 
euro as currency unlike all of 
the other countries that you 
will visit on the Danube Riv-
er cruises, although the euro 
and the American dollar tend 
to be welcomed everywhere. 
You might get your change in 
Hungarian forints, however.

There are a great many high-
lights on your visit to Buda-
pest. I mentioned the par-
liament, a huge, neo-Gothic 
building on the Pest shore 
of the Danube. The sprawl-
ing building boasts 24 tow-
ers, 691 rooms, 29 staircases 
and, according to our acer-
bic guide, entirely too many 
members of the National As-
sembly. There are now 199 
representing a country of 
9.6 million. Until 2014, there 
were 386! The current ratio in 
Hungary is one member for 
every 48,000 people. In Can-
ada, by comparison, the ratio 
is one to 115,000.

The Fisherman’s Bastion on 
the Buda side is part of the 
Castle District, which in-
cludes the beautiful Church of 
Our Lady of Buda Castle, also 
known as the Church of the 
Assumption of the Buda Cas-
tle and the Matthias Church, 
and the Coronation Church of 
Buda. By any name, it is yet 
another elegant feature in 
this unique city.

There are plenty of oth-
er ways to spend your time 
in Budapest. It is world fa-
mous for its thermal baths. 
The heart of Pest, especial-
ly, boasts a thriving culinary 
scene and plenty of night 
spots, and there is a lengthy 
menu of museums and art 
galleries.

But perhaps my favourite 
thing to do here is simply 
stroll along the banks of the 
Danube River. You will see 
all the sights – and it’s worth 
visiting both sides of the riv-
er to capture the views of Pest 
from Buda and vice versa, not 
to mention the most striking 
link between the two – the 
Chain Bridge, best seen at 
night when it is beautifully il-

luminated. We spent our last 
night on the trip at the Inter-
continental Hotel on the Pest 
bank where our room offered 
a spectacular, sunset view of 
the Chain Bridge, the Danube 
and the far shore of Buda.

As you may have guessed, I 
am a fan of river cruises and 
I must say that a cruise that 
ends in the intriguing city of 
Budapest is a cruise that in-
troduces travellers to unique 
and unusual sights, tastes and 
experiences not to be missed.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and president 
of the Travel Media Associ-
ation of Canada. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net. 

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Highlights of a highlight city – Budapest

By Paul Knowles

The view of Pest and the Hungarian Parliament from the Fishermen's Bastion in Buda.

Fishermen's Bastion. Photos by Paul Knowles

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

INFORMATION SESSION

Monday, September 23, 2024

www.stonetowntravel.com

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 
226-333-9939       newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 

TICO #50025796

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 
      519-284-2332       agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159

PRESENTED BY

ST. MARYS
2:00 p.m.

(Pyramid Recreation Centre, End Zone)
RSVP: stew@stonetowntravel.com

NEW HAMBURG
7:00 p.m.

(Wilmot Recreation Centre, Meeting Room A)
RSVP: newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
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WANTED FOR MIXED 
CRIBBAGE NIGHT

Folks that want to play Cribbage on a casual basis can 
come to the Royal Canadian Legion every Tuesday night 
starting October 8th and ending in April with a break for 

Christmas.

Game time is 7:00pm-9:00pm (?)

Skill level is not important as it is just for fun. Let us know 
by the end of September if you wish to play, or show up 

the first night.

You are NOT OBLIGATED to play every night.   

Cost is $2 from each player per game night.

You DO NOT have to be a Legion member to play.

Contact Vic Mansfield 519-284-1542 or Don Feeney at 
donfeeney@quadro.net

 

 

 

 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 28, 2023
10:00 A.M  TIL  2:00 P.M

Hamburgers, Hotdogs, Co�ee and Cold Drinks 
will be available for sale in the church shed 

across the road.
Browns School is south of St. Marys, west of 

Medina on Road 92 at Line 13 - about 1km east 
of Cobble Hills Road.

For more information or to register your vehicle call 
Max Muir at 519-860-1753

RASPBERRIES, BEANS 
& FROZEN BERRIES 

ARE ALL READY
OPEN 9 AM – 5 PM MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

CALL FOR DAILY PICKING CONDITIONS 519-283-6025
OR CHECK OUR WEBSITE SHELDONBERRIES.COM
276347 27TH LINE, LAKESIDE ON

ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR
 EXETER CHAPTER #222

BBQ HALF CHICKEN DINNER

For tickets call:
Jeanie - 519-235-1588

C. McRoberts - 519-236-4134

SAT. OCTOBER 19, 2024
Prepared by Pineridge Barbeque Co.

Served by Exeter Eastern Star Members
Includes: homemade potato salad, creamy coleslaw, Pineridge baked 

beans, roll & butter, Jumbo Soft Cookies

TAKE OUT ONLY - $25 PER MEAL | ADVANCE TICKETS ONLY
Pick- Up Time: 4-6 pm

 Exeter Masonic Hall, 248 McConnell St. , Exeter, ON

80
S E P T E M B E R  2 2 , 2 0 2 4

Join us for a birthday
party honouring 

JUNE BLAINE’S

Open house - 4-6

Sebringville Community Centre
302 Huron Rd, N0K 1X0

BEST WISHES ONLY

th

Cell: 519-274-3690  |  Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Specializing in Heritage 
Renovation, installing brick & 

stone on custom homes as well 
as specializing in laying thin 

stone for fireplace installation.

I am thrilled to be a Realtor with The Sutton Team! 
I will always do my absolute best for YOU - I am 
persistent, hard-working, honest, enthusiastic, 
tenacious, and most importantly, thorough! I will 
listen to your needs and strive to meet your goals.
Throughout my career in the Stratford Community, 
I have been recognized for outstanding effort and 
caring in helping others reach their aspirations. I 
am willing to think outside of the box to access 
unique opportunities to serve your needs.
Time, caring, commitment and persistence 
will help me deliver the best service 
possible to you, my most important client!

Liz Yundt, Realtor

Cell: 519-272-9017
lizyundt@sutton.com

151 Downie St., Stratford, ON 
Office: 519-271-5515

www.suttonfirstchoice.com

Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS: We offer early morning appointment 
times, and have later appointment times three days per week.

ACCEPTING CANADIAN DENTAL CARE PLAN 
EARLY JULY 2024

Baking ✶ Produce ✶ Breakfast 
Preserves ✶ Youth boothsThe St. Marys Farmers’ Market

Pumpkins, apples and 
raspberries

Saturday, Sept. 21 | 8 a.m. to noon
Milt Dunnell Field “The Flats”

168 SPA
Nails & Waxing

Acrylic/Gel
Shellac

Manicure
Pedicure

Monday - Friday 9:30am - 5pm, Saturday 9:30am - 1pm., Closed Sunday

Phone 226-661-4168
104 Queen St. E. St. Marys, On. N4X 1A3

THANK YOU
The St. Marys Kinsmen, 2 of Stratford’s Rotary Clubs, 
and the Optimist Club of Downie would like to thank 
all the businesses who sponsored and donated to 
our second car, truck, motorcycle and tractor show in 
St. Pauls on September14, 2024. It turned out to be 
another fantastic day. We had over 75 cars, 16 trucks, 
21 tractors, 4 motorcycles, and 2 snowmobiles. We 
raised over $800.00 for the Aqua Box program, over 
$200.00 for the food banks along with 70 kg of food 
(154 lb.), and over $200.00 for the St. Marys Youth 
Center.

Sponsors and donators
Sherri Roulston (Royal Lepage Reality)

St. Andrews Presbyterian Church
Simplistic Lines

Dunbar Bookkeeping and Tax Services
Finnie Distributing (1997) Inc.

Door prize companies
St. Marys Home Building Centre (paid for this ad)

Have you been affected by 
someone else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU! Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or App Available

Are You A Newcomer 
To The St. Marys Area?
The friends of the library has a FREE Welcome 

Package for you to pick up at the library!
• Recreation Info
• Health & Wellness

• Gifts + MORE
• Maps

• Local Services
• Coupons

St. Marys Public Library, 15 Church St. 519-284-3346
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LOOKING
BACK

Cow crossing 
By Amy Cubberley

25 years ago (1999)

In the past three years, approximately $145,000 has 
been spent on upgrades, both inside and outside, to 
the St. Marys and Area Arena and Community Cen-
tre. Most recently, the parking lot was paved at a cost 
of about $25,000. 

Jamie Hahn has been busy with many media in-
terviews after recently proposing that the Timothy 
Eaton statue should be moved from Toronto to St. 
Marys. LACAC member Larry Pfaff said the idea of 
bringing the statue to St. Marys was a good one.

Police investigated a collision on Highway 7 in 
Blanshard on Monday evening. Donald McDonald of 
Mount Elgin was driving a 1998 Ford van when he 
struck a cow that was crossing Highway 7. The vehi-
cle received severe damage and the cow was killed.

50 years ago (1974)

Building for the first half of September set no re-
cords with permits limited to a total of $50,300 on 
two new homes: one on Church Street South and 
one on James Street North, plus one renovation per-
mit.

Eleven courses have been proposed for the 1974-75 
night school program at St. Marys D.C.V.I. Courses 
proposed include upholstering, auto mechanics for 
ladies, physical fitness for ladies, basic radio and 
television, chair caning, and painting.

Sheila Armstrong of St. Pauls retained her title as 
Perth County Dairy Princess on Monday night at the 
Stratford Fall Fair. 

75 years ago (1949)

Beaver Lumber Co. has the contract to supply the 
building materials for seven new homes being built 
in London.

Jim Dutch, son of Ernest Dutch, is to have the med-
ical expenses for his broken hand paid for by the 
Hespeler Town Council. Jim had the misfortune to 
break a bone while helping Hespeler police battle 
“zoot-suiters” in that town a few weeks ago.

Mr. William H. Mossip observed his 87th birthday 
today. Billy is as hearty as ever and has been very 
active these past few months looking after the af-
fairs of the Perth South Agricultural Society of 
which he has been a member for 76 years.

100 years ago (1924)

Clifton Brown of the Chevrolet garage, Water Street, 
has stocked a complete line of radio parts and re-
ceiving equipment. He will be pleased to meet all 
the fans and listen to their needs when fitting up 
for the long winter night concerts. If you haven’t got 
your set yet, he will be pleased to quote you prices 
on the best equipment.

There are a few places around town where noxious 
weeds have been permitted to grow unmolested. A 
scythe or sickle for an hour would do good execu-
tion.

Automobiles, buggies and trains are each all right 
in their place, but when they begin to dispute the 
right-of-way, someone is sure to get hurt and prob-
ably killed.

COMMUNITY

Sudoku

Id: 179314

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 23

5 6 9
3

8 5 7 4
4

3 2 8
1 4 6
7 2 1
6
3 7 9 8

Solution
4 1 3 8 5 6 7 2 9

9 7 6 2 1 4 3 5 8

8 5 2 9 7 3 1 6 4

2 8 4 7 6 9 5 1 3

5 6 9 3 2 1 8 4 7

1 3 7 4 8 5 6 9 2

7 4 5 6 9 8 2 3 1

6 9 8 1 3 2 4 7 5

3 2 1 5 4 7 9 8 6

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

Solutions on page 31

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

FERN PRIDHAM – Real Estate Broker

519 274 2885
fernpridham@gmail.com

Remember that time when Amazon 
sponsored your church fundraiser?

Remember when Facebook bought a case of 
Girl Guide cookies to support your daughter?

Remember when Google provided free pizza 
to your child’s soccer team when they won the 
championship?

Neither do we!
Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.

They need our support, now more than ever.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

What a beautiful day to gather in the Rotary Reading Gardens at the St. Marys Carnegie Public Library. On 
Friday, Sept. 13, members of the Rotary Club of St. Marys presented their annual donation which covers the 
cost of books donated to the library in honour of their guest speakers. Pictured in the back row from left are 
Ron Aitken, Pierre Chateauvert, Peter McAsh, Ed Parkinson and club president Mark Oliver. In the front row 
from left are library literacy chair Linda Schuyler, library collections officer Kate Long and library CEO Sarah 
Andrews. Contributed photo

Rotary Club makes annual 
donation to St. Marys library
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163 Queen St. E
 OFFICE: 519-284-4646 ▲ peakselectrealty@gmail.com

Sue Fowler  519-272-6961 - Broker/Manager
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Cathie Szmon  519-272-6019 - Broker of Record
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Kristine Tanner 519-274-4098 - Broker
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Sue Fulop 519-281-4543 - Broker

DEEP CLEANING
REGULAR CLEANING
MOVE OUT/MOVE IN
RESIDENTIAL
AIRBNB
POST PARTY

BOOK NOW
 226-880-0281
 437-235-3520

Contact Us :

CLEANING
SERVICES

SERVICE.U.CLEAN@GMAIL.COM

BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICAL

HVAC

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL

CLEANING

�����������������������������������
��
�	�
��������������
����������������������������������

Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

BIN RENTAL OR FULL JUNK REMOVAL

519-284-2221
www.diamonddisposal.ca
info@diamonddisposal.ca

�������������
����������������������

PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations

MORTGAGE

SENIORS

CLEANING

TREE SERVICE

TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT
���������������������������
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����������������������
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SEAMSTRESS
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INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!

�������������������������������
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��������������������������������
��������������������������

MUSIC

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!
����������������������
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LIST WITH CHRIS!

Hiller Realty Brokerage
100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101

Chris Evans, Broker

listwithchris@wightman.ca

RETAIL

����������������� �����
����
�������������� �������������

Available now:
Ladies jockey briefs, buttons, gutermann 
thread, DMC embroidery floss, and more.

JOEL’S TREE SERVICE

www.joelstreeservice.com

Trimming, Removals, Stumps, 
Fertilizing

519-272-5742

ECRA/ESA# 7016671

GREAT SERVICE 
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
Full Service Electrical Solutions 

226-921-1739
info@hugheselectricalsolutions.com
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QUIZ ANSWERS
1. Blue
2. 36
3. John McTiernan
4. YYZ
5. James Earl Jones

6. Jackson 5
7. Kendrick Lamar
8. Green Day
9. Hydra
10. Hummingbirds

SPONSORED BY:
McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St E
Founding and Forever partner of 

Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the Stonetown 
Crier on Page 5
St. Marys Public Library events – See Page 25
Friday, September 20
- Thorndale Fall Fair – Gates open at 5 p.m.
- A.N.A.F. meat draw – 6 p.m.
- St. Marys Lincolns vs LaSalle Vipers at the PRC – 
7:30 p.m.
Saturday, September 21
- Thorndale Fall Fair – Gates open at 8 a.m.
- St. Marys Farmers Market at Milt Dunnell Field – 8 
a.m. to Noon. 
- Station Gallery reception for Garlick/Karas exhibit 
– 1-4 p.m.
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 p.m.
- First Baptist Church music night featuring Chet 
Greason & Aimee Jesso – 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, September 22
- Thorndale Fall Fair – Gates open at 8 a.m.
- June Blaine’s 80th birthday celebration at 
Sebringville Community Centre – 4-6 p.m.
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Chatham Maroons at 
Chatham Memorial Arena – 7 p.m.
Monday, September 23
- Stonetown Travel info session on Scenic & Emerald 
cruises at the PRC – 2 p.m.
- Community Dinner at the St. Marys United Church – 
5 p.m., Sponsored by McLean Taylor
Thursday, September 26
- Thames Centre public information session on 
Thorndale wastewater treatment plant expansion at 
Thorndale Lions Community Centre – 5-7 p.m.

THE WEEK AHEADTHE WEEK AHEAD

Sudoku

Id: 179314

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 23

5 6 9
3

8 5 7 4
4

3 2 8
1 4 6
7 2 1
6
3 7 9 8

Solution
4 1 3 8 5 6 7 2 9

9 7 6 2 1 4 3 5 8

8 5 2 9 7 3 1 6 4

2 8 4 7 6 9 5 1 3

5 6 9 3 2 1 8 4 7

1 3 7 4 8 5 6 9 2

7 4 5 6 9 8 2 3 1

6 9 8 1 3 2 4 7 5

3 2 1 5 4 7 9 8 6

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

CLASSIFIED ADS
Wanted
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs.  Jazz, Blues, 
Rock, Pop, Fold, Soundtracks, and more.  Selectively buying 
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment.  For more 
information:  Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 
226-972-5750

CLASSIFIED ADS

Wanted
A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes. 
Phone 519-284-3774

Wanted to buy
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko 
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.
Are you downsizing or need an estate clean out?  We can help.
Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

Trees
Shade trees, Fruit trees, Apple, Pears, Peaches, Plums, 
Sweet and Sour Cherries, Apricot, Nectarines, Blueberry, 
Haskopp, Black Chokeberry, Grapes etc. 
Lots of Spruce, Pine, Cedars for windbreaks and privacy 
hedges, Sizes 1 to 6+.
Flowering shrubs and much more.
Come check us out Mon-Sat 7:00am - 6:00pm
Martin's Nursery 42661 Orangehill Road
Wroxeter (1 concession north of Wroxeter on Belmore Line)

Wanted
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles.
Coca Cola, Pepsi or any pop company.
Brewery items - Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc.
Old radios and gramophones, wristwatches, pocket watches, 
old fruit jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans and 
signs - Red Indian, Supertest etc. Any small furniture. 
If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact me - 
519-570-6920.

For Sale
Split Rail Fence. $5.00 per rail. Call 519-284-2815

For Sale
2 burial plots with deed, 2 vaults, gold cross certificate & me-
morial bronze marker located in Forest Lawn London. Today’s 
prices $13,000 - $15,000. Priced at $5,900 for quick sale.
Please leave message 519-453-4917.

For Sale
1-men’s right handed set of golf clubs, bag, stand
1-ladies left handed set of golf clubs, bag, and pull cart
1-travel bag with wheels
Please call 519-268-1436 or cell 519-933-2529

For Sale
Kitchen Table and 6 Chairs. Table measures 47 1/2 in- 
extends to 71 1/2 in and 35 in wide.  Call 519-284-1386

thamescentre.on.ca      tel 519-268-7334 
4305 Hamilton Rd, Dorchester, Ontario, N0L 1G3

We’re currently seeking an School Crosswalk Monitor to
be on duty each school day of the year 

at the time and crossing.

10Hr/Week (up to 2Hr/Day)
Salary Range: $17.52-$19.72/hr

Education: Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD)

WE’RE LOOKING FOR A
SCHOOL CROSSWALK MONITOR

(PART-TIME)

Key Responsibilities

Direct & guide pedestrians across the street, stopping
traffic as necessary.
Communicate traffic, crossing rules & other
information to students & adults.
Report unsafe student behaviour to school officials.
Inspect your intersection daily & report any unsafe
conditions to the supervisor
Monitor traffic flow to locate the safe gaps pedestrians
can cross.
Create safe gaps in high-traffic situations by asserting
your authority to stop traffic.

Applications will be reviewed on an ongoing basis until a
successful candidate is selected.

Apply now on our website!

HELP WANTED

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN 
THE ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT

CALL 519-284-0041 OR 
EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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