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Fun Interactive
Karate Drills

Exciting Games
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Self-Defense
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Bo-Staffs & Kamas
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FREE T-Shirt
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Stratford chamber of commerce 
announces Perth South’s Aaron 
Martin as new general manager
By Galen Simmons

The Stratford and District Chamber of 
Commerce has announced the appoint-
ment of Perth South’s Aaron Martin as its 
new general manager.

Martin previously worked with the West-
ern Fair District in London where he led 
the Grove Agri-Business Incubator and 
Accelerator, a position in which he sup-
ported agri-food businesses on the cut-
ting edge of the industry.

“The incubator; I like to think of it like 

the AirBnB of commercial kitchen spac-
es,” Martin said. “There are four spaces 
for companies that have a great product, 
but they may not have the financial liter-
acy, track record or even the regulatory 
literacy, so we build them up, get their 
track record up and going, get those com-
panies to the point where they can kind 
of get their own brick-and-mortar place 
or possibly to the next step, which is the 
accelerator. 

“The accelerator is an area where we 

By Galen Simmons

After a slight delay caused by heavy rain 
earlier in the summer, work on the recon-
struction of sections of Wellington Street 
South and Victoria Street has begun.

The project, which spans from Park Street 
to St. Maria Street on Wellington Street 
South and from Church Street South to Wa-
ter Street South on Victoria Street, is a con-
tinuation of the reconstruction of Welling-
ton Street downtown from the Wellington 
Street bridge to Park Street East completed 
last year.

“There are separate driving factors (for the 
reconstruction of both sections of Welling-
ton Street),” said town infrastructure ser-
vices manager Jeff Wolfe. “The one down-
town; we prioritized the core when we were 
looking at prioritization of capital projects, 
so Wellington Street floated to the top there. 
We were replacing some storm sewer and 
we were doing some minor modifications to 
the water system, we were replacing water 
services from the main to the property line 
and then we were improving (accessibility).

“ … This year’s project, though, heavily re-
volves around the condition of the existing 
roadway and storm sewer. We’re replacing 
storm sewer from St. Maria Street to Vic-
toria Street and then we’re improving the 
water-distribution system in the area. We’re 
installing a short section of water main to 
connect two dead ends that exist.”

Continued on page 8Continued on page 2

Work begins 
on Wellington 
Street South 
reconstruction

Judging of Teddy Bear Reunion parade entrants for best-decorated bike and/or wagon 
took place at the high-school parking lot Sunday before the parade. First place was won 
by Layla Rose and Chevy Siegner with their theme, Peace & Love. For more photos from 
the Teddy Bear Reunion, turn to page 3. Photo by Wendy Lamond
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had 20 places built out and (they are) 
below market rate for what a compa-
ny would generally pay for a space at 
that calibre. And, if there was certain 
infrastructure they need to put in, we 
could cover some of that with the fed-
eral money that we received.”

In that job, Martin said he worked 
with a lot of companies focused 
around agricultural technologies, in-
cluding agri-robotics, that could be 
applied in other sectors. 

Martin, who has a Bachelor of Arts in 
general studies at Athabasca Univer-
sity and a diploma in agriculture from 
the University of Guelph’s Ridgetown 
campus, not only brings a wealth of 
business connections, experience and 
knowledge to the chamber, but he is 
also familiar with Stratford, St. Marys 
and the surrounding Perth County.

Martin lives on his in-laws’ 800-acre 
farm on Perth Line 26 south of Se-
bringville. Both he and his wife have 
been busy starting their own small 
businesses: a winery/cidery, a busi-
ness Martin says is lacking in the 
Stratford area, and his wife manag-
es logistics for shipping milk, cheese 
and meat products, a business that 
has been growing exponentially.

“I’m a big proponent of serving your 
local community,” he said. “ … This 
opportunity came up; it means I can 
be closer to home. 

“ … For the area that the chamber’s 
serving, I feel that we’re positioned 
really well because we’re in Perth 
South kind of smack dab between 
St. Marys and Stratford and Mitch-
ell. Two things I know the chamber’s 

identified they want to see more in-
volvement is in manufacturing and 
with agriculture, and I have a back-
ground with both of those. Through 
family connections and through my 
own personal connections, I think 
we’ll be able to reach out to a lot of 
those people and bring them into the 
chamber. I think that’s going to make 
the chamber stronger as a whole.”

As a small-business owner in Perth 
South, Martin said he is hoping to 
bring more businesses in St. Marys, 
Perth South, Perth East, West Perth 
and those further afield into the 

chamber fold, something previous 
chamber general manager Eddie 
Matthews also tried to do.

“I want to find out what issues busi-
nesses are having and what level of 
government can help solve that ulti-
mately, and what ways we as a busi-
ness community can come together to 

fix these issues,” Martin said. “That’s 
the whole point. We want to talk 
with each other and find out how we 
can help. On the flip side, we can be 
a huge value-add to all three levels 
of government with the representa-
tion there. We can tell them, ‘This is 
what we’ve been hearing with the lo-
cal constituents, this is where we’ve 
been having issues with local job cre-
ation,’ or anything along those lines. 
We want to be able to value-add to 
them – we scratch their back and they 
scratch ours – to ensure everything is 
moving smoothly for local business-
es.”

Martin says he is excited to hit the 
ground running when he official-
ly starts in this new position at the 
end of August, and begin meeting 
with local business representatives 
and touring their businesses to find 
out how best the chamber can serve 
them.

“His hands-on approach and dedi-
cation to fostering business growth 
have made a significant impact in his 
previous roles,” the chamber board of 
directors said in a press release. “Aar-
on’s commitment to supporting local 
businesses and driving economic de-
velopment aligns perfectly with our 
chamber’s mission. We look forward 
to the fresh perspectives and energy 
Aaron will bring to our team.” 
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Continued from page 1

Stratford chamber of commerce announces Perth 
South’s Aaron Martin as new general manager

Perth South’s Aaron Martin has been appointed the new general manager of the 
Stratford and District Chamber of Commerce. Photo courtesy of Stratford and Dis-
trict Chamber of Commerce

www.stonetowntravel.com

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL Where in the world Where in the world 

would you like to go?would you like to go?  

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel 

consultants today!consultants today!
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By Wendy Lamond

Despite the sporadic downpours that 
took place on Sunday, the 37th annu-
al Teddy Bear Reunion at East Ward 
Park still drew a crowd. 

The popular event, which is run by 
Marlene Forman, consisted of a pa-
rade starting at the high school and 
making its way to the park. There 
were bouncy castles, games, face 
painting, pony rides and so much 

more.

"Thank you to everyone that came 
out despite the rain, to all of those 
that volunteered their time and to 
all of those that donated towards the 
event," Forman said. 

The winner of the quilt was Bren-
da Sims. The money raised from the 
Teddy Bear Picnic goes towards pro-
viding teddy bears to St. Marys Me-
morial Hospital.

Despite the rain, the Teddy Bear Reunion still a success

Taking her turn on the pony is Yvonne Menezes (Stroud). Photos by Wendy La-
mond

Coming in second place was Levi Shute seen here with parents Stephanie and 
Brock.
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Quote of the Week

"The tornado's path was "just a bit" over five kilometres long, the 
path and the maximum width was 230 meters and the maximum 
wind speeds were about 165 km/hr. That's what puts it in the 
category of EF1 on the Enhanced Fujita Scale, which is used to 
measure tornado wind speeds based on damage."

- David Sills, the executive director of the Northern 
Tornadoes Project at Western University in London, Ont., 
was on the ground assessing damage from the tornado in 
Ayr on Saturday.

EDITORIAL
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Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Congrats to the 

golf course on 

their new rental 

accommodations. 

Great views.

The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

Tiptoe forward 
or leap, just do 

something

What you have 
done is nothing 

compared to 
what you can do

Your value does 
decrease based 
on someone's 
inability to see 

your worth

Focus on where 
you want to go, 

not on what you 
fear.

Sponsored by:

395 Queen Street West
AUTO PARTS
RADARRADAR

By Galen Simmons

This past weekend, my girlfriend, Julia, 
and I hosted my sister and her boy-
friend at our home in Stratford for the 
first time since we moved in back in 
January.

It was a really nice visit with good food, 
good conversation and some fun games 
inside since the rain kept us from 
spending much time in the backyard, as 
originally planned. To cap it all off, my 
sister brought us a box of doughnuts 
from Monster Doughnuts in Hamilton 
– supposedly one of the best doughnut 
shops the Steel City has to offer.

While I’ve had Monster doughnuts be-
fore – and enjoyed them – this time, 
I found the offering a little lacking 
(though much appreciated). There was 
a peanut butter-and-jam doughnut, 
a peach-cheesecake doughnut, some 
kind of cinnamon-toast-breadcrumb 
concoction, and an apple and a peach 
fritter. While I liked the fritters best – 
those are my favourite across the board 
– I’ve recently come to the conclusion 
that specialty doughnuts are more miss 
than hit for me, no matter where you 
get them from.

It's so easy to overcomplicate what 
should be quite simple with icings, 
sprinkles, fillings and a host of other 
ingredients that only serve to distract 
from what is already doughy, fried per-
fection.

A couple weeks ago, Julia and I picked 
up a box of goodies from Green Haven 
Bakery – the one in Stratford that spun 
off from the much-beloved St. Marys 
bakery – to share with friends at a cot-
tage up in Minden Hills. We bought 

their original glazed doughnuts, apple 
fritters and a bunch of other delicious 
treats like hand pies, cinnamon buns 
and whatever else they had in their 
display case at the time.

The box went so quickly, Julia and I 
hardly had a chance to try a piece of ev-
erything that was in there. So, later that 
same week while camping at a friend’s 
trailer in Wildwood, we ran over to the 
original Green Haven Bakery in St. 
Marys and picked up more doughnuts, 
hand pies and cinnamon buns.

Let me tell you, that box of goodies 
went almost as fast as the first one, 
and this time, I definitely had a chance 
to try (and eat most of) everything we 
bought.

While Green Haven Bakery should be 
applauded for everything they make, 
their glazed doughnuts and fritters of 
all fruit flavours are exactly what they 
should be: fried to perfection, lightly 
glazed and, in the case of the fritters, 
fruity without taking away from the 
doughnut itself.

They’re on par with the doughnuts 
from Anna Mae’s Bakery and Restau-
rant in Millbank – which for me, is high 
praise.

Having such great doughnuts so close 
at hand is a little scary for me, so I’m 
doing my best to practice self-control. 
With Costco in Waterloo recently offer-
ing free samples and discounted prices 
on Krispy Kreme doughnuts, staying 
strong is harder than it has been for a 
long time.

Doughnuts are my weakness. Pray for 
me.

Dough-not talk to me 
about doughnuts

Despite the rain, 

the teddy bears 

still had their 

picnic

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent.

Bravo Boo
We have 1 Bravo this week.

1) A huge bravo to all of the business-
es in St. Marys that support each oth-
er. A special mention to the St. Marys 
real estate companies that continue to 
sponsor events, sports teams and any-
thing else they are asked. A lot of real-
tor's personal time, effort and money 
is reinvested in our town through the 
volunteer work they do.  They are also 
the ambassadors that welcome new 
people to our town and showcase what 
an amazing place it is to live, work, in-
vest and raise families.

We have 2 Boos this week.

1) Unfortunately I feel the need to ex-
press a concern about the amount of 
garbage being left in the parking lots 
of the Quarry after the customers have 
gone. I often walk the trail in that area 
and on Sunday morning was surprised 
to see how much trash had being dis-
carded on the grounds of the parking 
area. If the town wants to have an at-
traction that brings in a lot of people, 
perhaps Quarry staff need to pick up 
this garbage after closing. There are 
trash containers close by but those vis-
iting are choosing to just dump it be-
side their vehicles.

2) Boo to those charitable organi-
zations that spend huge amounts of 
money sending out gift cards, address 
labels and even coins trying to solicit 
donations. A general mailing would be 
fine but don't waste donated funds on 
trivial items.
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Melodies at the Museum 
week two

On Aug. 14, the group Jazzm@x entertained the crowd at the second Melodies at 
the Museum concert series. This very talented group played a range of styles from 
jazz to bossa nova to funk. There are two more Wednesday night concerts in the 
series yet to come. Photo by Nancy Bickell

REALLYGREATSITE.COM

GRANDPARENTS DAY CELEBRATION

townofstmarys.com/earlyon or 226-374-6544

STONETOWNSTONETOWN  
CRIERCRIER The latest municipal news

from the Town of St. Marys

Contact us
519-284-2340 
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca

MELODIES AT THE MUSEUM
SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
Bring a lawn chair and catch a tune on
Wednesday evenings in August at 7 PM
in Cadzow Park with a different musical
performance each week.

museum@town.stmarys.on.ca or 519-284-3356

SHOWER PROGRAM

QUARRY RESIDENT SEASON PASS

SUMMER IN ST. MARYS PASSPORT

We want to show appreciation to all the
local loyal swimmers this season with a
Resident Season Pass! Prices vary
depending on date of purchase and are
pro-rated according to remaining time in
the Quarry season.

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private,

secure and accessible for individuals of
all abilities.

Visit at least 6 of the 10 passport sites to
receive stamps. Return your completed

passport to the St. Marys Museum by
September 6 to be entered into a draw to

win $100 in St. Marys Money!
museum@town.stmarys.on.ca or 519-284-3556 

townofstmarys.com/quarry or 519-284-3090

Thursdays, 9 AM - 1 PM | Pyramid Centre 

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

Join EarlyON and Friendship Centre
friends in the 1/3 Hall at the Community
Centre to celebrate Grandparents Day!

There will be face painting, story time,
crafts, snacks and even a magic show!

 September 3, 9 - 11 AM | Pyramid Centre 

July 1 - August 30

COMMUNITY

 
 
 
 

PROPERTY 
TAX REMINDER 

 
 

All Final Tax Bills have been mailed. 
The First Final Tax Instalment is due on 

 
August 29, 2024 

 
You can make payments through Telephone/Online Banking (allow 3-5 
business days for processing), ATM, at most financial institutions, or by 
mail.  We also offer payment by cash, cheque or debit card at the 
Municipal Office. Post-dated cheques are accepted. New – Online Credit 
Card Payment option.  Please visit Thames Centre website for more 
information.  Our office is open to receive payments from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 
p.m. Monday to Friday. After 4:30 p.m., a payment slot is located to the 
left of the office door. 

 
Failure to receive a property tax bill does not exempt you from paying on 
time. If you have not yet received your property tax bill, please call the 
Municipal Office at 519-268-7334. 

 
Please make sure your payment is received at our office by 

4:30 p.m. on August 29, 2024. 
 

Penalty/Interest of 1.25% will be charged on the first day of default and the 
first day of each month thereafter, per the Municipal Act. 2001 s. 345 (2). 

 
Would you like to receive your property taxes / water billings 

electronically? 
 

The Municipality of Thames Centre now offers the option of receiving your 
property tax bills and water bills by e-mail. Please contact the tax 

department for more information at  
(519) 268-7334 or inquiries@thamescentre.on.ca or 

download the form at www.thamescentre.on.ca. 
 

 
 VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

WWW.GRANTHAVEN.COM
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1. What is a 
catacomb?

2. What did golfers 
originally use to tee 
up a ball?

3. What kind of 
radiation has the 
shortest wavelength?

4. Where did Terry Fox start his run for 
cancer?

5. What is the approximate speed of light?

6. Who plays Wolverine in X-Men?

7. Who sings the song “Closer” (2016)?

8. What year did the World Series of Poker 
begin?

9. What is the national flower of Ukraine?

10. Who was the husband of Virgin Mary?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 or 

info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our senior of the week is Jacques Cousineau 
who just turned 82 on Aug. 17. Jacques was born 
in Smooth Rock Falls, Ontario. He moved to St. 
Marys to play hockey for the Lincolns. He met 

Jane Hogg and the two were married in 1967. He 
has four children but according to his daughter, 

she is his favourite. Jacques also has nine 
grandchildren. He still loves playing hockey and 

is on the Lincolns Alumni. He loves spending 
time on the farm and with his family.

Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys

A perfect day for a barbeque

The end of the season barbecue was held outdoors at the library on Wednesday, Aug. 14. Bottom left, Kate Gregg 
was very busy making different things out of balloons, while Amelia Baker-Thompson holds her special balloons 
after having her face painted. Bottom right, Victoria Zhu, the summer reading program assistant and Ben Arm-
strong, the summer reading program coordinator made popcorn for many to enjoy. Photos by Nancy Bickell
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1362 VICTORIA STREET N. 
KITCHENER 

MON-FRI 9AM-8PM
SAT 9-6 SUN10-5

STARTS TODAYSTARTS TODAY
ENDS SUNDAYENDS SUNDAY

THURS/FRI 9-8
SATURDAY 9-6
SUNDAY 10-5

SALE!
/SF..9999¢¢

/SF..9999¢¢

/SF..9999¢¢

/SF..9999¢¢

/LF..9999¢¢

LAMINATE
& VINYL

BACK
SPLASH

BASE
BOARDS

TILE 
& MORE!

COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

 Ph: 519-284-1302 | info@harrisgreigauto.com  
Hours: M-Th 8-5:30, Fri 8-5  |  402 Queen Street W., St. Marys, ON

 Full automotive repair services
 Diagnostics       Alignments 
 Safeties       Tire Sales 
 Honest and Friendly Service

Closed Labour Day
Good luck to all students heading back to school!

By Wendy Lamond

Many remember the popular comedy 
TV series, Three’s Company, that ran 
from 1976-1984. The show was known 
for pushing the envelope and was 
based on two girls and a guy all living 
under one roof as roommates causing 
many laughable moments. 

Two other well-liked characters that 
were front and centre on the show were 
the nosy neighbours, Mr. and Mrs. Rop-
er. Known for their quirky personalities 
and dress style, the Ropers became a 
mainstay in TV history and resulted in 
Mrs. Roper Romps or Pub Crawls that 
still take place to this day.

The event really began gaining ground 
in New Orleans in 2013 with a parade. 
The original Facebook page current-
ly has over 58,000 members and pub 
crawls are happening all over North 
America and Europe.

The event can be in any form, however, 
the only consistent component is that 
people dress as Helen Roper, her hus-
band, Stanley, or other characters from 

the show.

How did it make its way to our small 
town? Ev Scott was at their house in 
Herring Neck, Nfld., when Twillingate, 
the town near them, hosted one. As 
someone who is always looking for 
something fun to do, Scott thought it 
would be a great event.

“I thought I should have a small one 
with some friends here, and then 
thought, ‘Why don’t I just have some-
thing bigger and invite everyone?’ It’s 
just all about having fun,” Scott said.

Both O’Learys Creamery and Gilly’s 
Pub welcomed a chattering gaggle of 
Helens and one Stanley on Aug. 10. 
More than 30 people participated, en-
joying the signature Mrs. Roper cock-
tails both locations offered. 

The opening theme song of Three’s 
Company was playing as the group 
walked into the Creamery. Scott also 
shared that a handmade, little Roper 
penguin was dropped off for the group 
to take along on the pub crawl.

Come and knock on our 
door: Mrs. Roper’s Romp 
Pub Crawl 

Many Mrs. Ropers got in the spirit and took part in the Roper’s Romp Pub Crawl 
that took place on Aug. 10. Contributed photo
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That extra section of new water main, 
Wolfe explained, means fewer resi-
dents in the area will be without water 
service in the event of any kind of is-
sue where water needs to be shut off 
to make repairs. The improvements 
are also expected to nominally im-
prove the system pressure in times of 
heavy use.

This year’s project will also see re-
placement of the deteriorating asphalt 
roadway, which Wolfe described as one 
of the worst in town, improved drain-
age with grading, new catch basins 
and curbs, and, according to town pol-
icy, the removal of one sidewalk along 
the west side of Wellington Street and 
improvements to the grading of the 
remaining sidewalk to make it more 
accessible.

“We have a policy now on sidewalks 
where local roads only get one – there’s 
more criteria than that – but basically 
we’re taking one of the sidewalks and 
eliminating it,” Wolfe said. “ … (The 
remaining sidewalk) currently doesn’t 
meet accessibility standards so it will 
meet today’s standards for that.

“The (one-sidewalk-for-local-roads) 

policy is a policy approved by council. 
It’s a way to control budget. The poli-
cy itself helps us with some decisions. 
Sometimes it can be contentious when 
you’re putting sidewalks in. Usually, 
we’re not taking sidewalks out. Usual-
ly we’re putting sidewalks in because 
there’s more people around and we’re 
trying to keep them from walking on 
the roads. The policy gives us a little 
guidance for where we’re putting a 
sidewalk.”

The project is expected to last 15 
weeks. There will be some service dis-
ruptions during that time, including 
street parking and sidewalk closures, 
as well as water-service interruptions. 
Access to some residential driveways 
may be limited at times.

The town plans to communicate ac-
tively and regularly with affected res-
idents throughout the process. Res-
idents are encouraged to follow the 
town on Facebook (facebook.com/
stmarysontario) and Twitter (twitter.
com/townofstmarys) or subscribe to 
the town’s website for the latest infor-
mation (townofstmarys.com/construc-
tion). Information will also be provid-
ed through local media for those that 
don’t use the internet.

COMMUNITY

Woodstock Fair

Campbell Amusements

Old MacDonald’s Barn

Tiny Tracks Petting Zoo

Magic Show

Raptor Show (Birds Of Prey)

Chain Saw Carving

Black Smith

AND MUCH MORE!

August 22 - 25

Demo 
derby
Sunday 

Tractor 
pull

Saturday

 Big shin
y 

toons
Friday 

Food Trucks

Exhibits

Commercial Exhibits

Train Ride

Dairy Shows

Horse Show

Llmas Show

McCully's carries hardwood smoker pellets locally produced by Gildale Farms.   
The 40 lb bags come in four blends - Apple, Cherry, Hickory and Competition 
blend.   Don't forget to check out our freezers for McCully's Black Angus beef, 

farm raised pork and chicken and locally raised bison and lamb.  

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Open Daily 10 - 5    Saturdays 9 - 5

McCully’s carries locally produced, four wood blend BBQ smoker pellets. Check out 
our selection of ready-made meals. We offer a wide variety of meat pies and soups, 
along with baked beans, chili, shepard's pie, pulled pork and beef stew. Don't forget 
to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, maple butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

McCully's Makes Meal Prep Fast 
& Simple

10% off all McCully's BBQ Sauce

Store Hours for August

BBQ Season 

Sweet Corn is now available at McCully's and at the Arden Farms produce 
stand south of Uniondale. We also have local beans, new potatoes, hot house 

bell peppers, cucumbers and tomatoes, as well as nectarines, plums, Sheldon's 
blueberries, Heeman's strawberries and Niagara peaches. Call McCully's to 

order pickling cucumbers and beets.

Summer Produce at McCully's

Work begins on Wellington Street South reconstruction

This year’s reconstruction of Wellington Street South from Park Street to St. Maria 
Street and the reconstruction of Victoria Street from Church Street South to Water 
Street South officially got underway on Aug. 12. Photo by Wendy Lamond

Continued from page 1

SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR TO US!
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

AFRICAN SAFARI: KENYA AND TANZANIA: AFRICAN SAFARI: KENYA AND TANZANIA: 
JULY 28 - AUG 11, 2025JULY 28 - AUG 11, 2025

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 

519-284-2332
agent@stonetowntravel.com

TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9

226-333-9939
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 

TICO #50025796

Wilmot Recreation Centre (New Hamburg): September 5, 2:45 p.m.
Pyramid Recreation Centre (St. Marys): September 5, 7:45 p.m.
To RSVP, email stew@stonetowntravel.com or call our offices at 

either 226-333-9939 (New Hamburg) or 519-284-2332 (St. Marys).

GROUP TRAVEL GROUP TRAVEL 
INFORMATION SESSIONINFORMATION SESSION  

Come join us in either New Hamburg or St. Marys on Thursday, Come join us in either New Hamburg or St. Marys on Thursday, 
September 5th to learn more about the following group trips September 5th to learn more about the following group trips 

offered in 2025:offered in 2025:
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TENDER DEADLINE:    6:00 pm September 11th, 2024

TERMS OF SALE:           $50,000.00 DEPOSIT | CASH OFFERS ONLY
                                             Property being sold “ AS IS” 

CLOSING DATE:             October 11, 2024

Photos and Virtual House Tour visit:  www.shackletons.ca

n

Brent Shackleton 
Broker of Record / Auctioneer
Cell : 519 - 275 - 0762  
Office: 519-271-2646
Email: brent@shackletons.ca

For Full Terms of Sale, Tender Package 
& viewing appointment call:

FOR SALE BY TENDER
4811 WHALEN LINE, 

LUCAN-BIDDULPH TOWNSHIP
75 Acre Farm located north of London and west of St. Marys. 
Approximately 65 workable Acres of productive Huron clay 
loam. Balance of land consists of woodlot, beautifully 
landscaped lot, and well maintained 3-bedroom home, a 3300 
square foot garage with an 1800 square foot drive shed.

By Emily Stewart

It may have been the first night of 
the Colder tour, but it was an evening 
full of warmth as the joy of music and 
community filled the room. 

Folk duo York Street Thought Process, 
made up of St. Marys’ Jaron Camp 
and Stratford’s Rachael Frankruy-
ter, kicked off the Colder tour Aug. 
17 in London, Ont. at Rum Runners. 
The tour celebrated the release of 
the band’s latest album, Colder, and 
the duo performed songs from the 
new album including “Lawn Mower,” 
“White Lie” and “Stars and Machines.” 

 "I feel great about tonight,” Camp said 
after the show. “I felt it was really fun 
to play some brand-new original mu-
sic to an attentive audience that was 
into it. That's always nice and Wild 
Bloom opening up the show too; they 
were absolutely amazing and we're 
honoured to have them on the tour."

“I would totally agree,” Frankruyter 
added. “It's just very exciting being 
able to sort of premiere all of our new 
music in a live setting like this. It was 
a very special first show for the tour.”

The intimate show had Stratford and 
St. Marys residents alike attend the 
event and cheer on the musicians. 
Bev Camp, known within the London 

music scene as “The Dancing Cow-
boy,” had his art up for sale and he 
danced and tapped his feet through-
out the night, supporting his grand-

son. During the show, Jaron Camp 
gave his grandfather a shoutout and 
talked about how he influenced him.

Before York Street Thought Process 
took the stage, Toronto based trio 
Wild Bloom entertained the audience 
and even got guests to waltz during 
one of the band’s songs. Wild Bloom, 
which met York Street Thought Pro-
cess while studying at Humber Col-
lege, later joined the duo on stage. Ju-
no-nominated musician Emm Gryner, 
who Jaron Camp performed with as a 
backup musician at the Home County 
Music and Arts Festival, was also in 
attendance. 

York Street Thought Process also had 
tour stops in St. Marys, Toronto and 
an album-release show in Stratford’s 
The Bunker Lounge and Performance 
Café. Both Camp and Frankruyter 
have new music on the way as solo 
artists and will soon release another 
single as York Street Thought Process. 

More information can be found by 
visiting www.yorkstreetthoughtpro-
cess.com. 

York Street Thought Process thrilled to share new 
tunes on Colder tour

Jaron Camp and Rachael Frankruyter of York Street Thought Process held their 
Colder tour to promote their latest album of the same title. The tour kicked off in 
London Aug. 15 at Rum Runners before stopping in Stratford, Toronto and St. 
Marys. Photo by Emily Stewart
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ARTS & CULTURE

By James Giles, edited by Alice Rixson 

For more than three decades, St. Marys resident 
Brenda Bazinet has performed major roles on 
prominent stages across Canada, including Canadi-
an Stage, Factory Theatre, Neptune Theatre, Citadel 
Theatre and the Blyth Festival, to name but a few. 

She recently took on multiple roles in Tony Kush-
ner’s two-part mountain of a play Angels in Amer-
ica at Buddies in Bad Times Theatre in Toronto. 
Reviewer Lynn Slotkin described Bazinet’s perfor-
mance of multiple characters as “formidable, with 
each of her characters distinct, detailed and full of 
nuance.”

But her talents don’t stop there. This summer the 
Here For Now Theatre company staged its dramatic 
and emotional production of The Saviour in Strat-
ford, directed by Bazinet.

The Saviour is Bazinet’s first collaboration with 
Here For Now Theatre, an award-winning, feminist 
theatre company that offers an off-Broadway ex-
perience in Stratford, Ontario. Founded by artistic 
director Fiona Mongillo in 2019, it began produc-
ing plays in pop-up venues around Stratford. The 
company’s mandate is to “challenge and inspire 
its audiences by producing a bold annual theatre 
season comprised of new or underproduced plays 
as well as tell a variety of stories centering around 
‘othered’ voices and silenced or lost histories, espe-
cially those of women.” Here For Now Theatre com-
pany’s productions run in Stratford until the end of 
September. 

“I think Mongillo is a visionary in starting this the-
atre company, and I love the intimacy that a 50-seat 
theatre presents,” said Bazinet. The company an-
nounced it recently found a permanent home and 
plans to renovate the historic Perth County Land 
Registry Office into a theatre space. This 1,350 
square foot Stratford building, which was initially 
slated for demolition, will now be saved from the 
wrecking ball and reimagined with a plan to have 
the doors open in June of 2025. 

Born and raised in rural Saskatchewan Bazinet 
attended high school in Stoughton but never en-
tertained the idea of a career in theatre until her 
British French teacher encouraged students to per-
form one-act plays, recognized Bazinet’s talent and 
encouraged her to pursue theatre at Regina Uni-
versity. To broaden her skills, she moved to Toronto 
in 1979.    

Bazinet has claimed St. Marys home for the past 16 
years. “I was getting tired of living in Toronto and 
wanted a change,” she said. “My friends suggested 
St. Marys and in no time, we were calling Stone-
town home.”

Bazinet has over a hundred film and television 

credits, including the critically acclaimed TV mov-
ie Sins of the Father, Anne With An E, Shoot The 
Messenger, The Strain, Utopia Falls, Haven, This 
is Wonderland, Saving Hope and The Secret Path. 
She was a Gemini Award recipient for Best Actress 
in a television film at the  Gemini Awards in 1992, 
for her performance in an episode of the drama an-
thology series Saying Goodbye. She was nominated 
four times for the Dora Mavor Moore Award. 

In 2002 she directed Edward Bond’s The Sea, which 
received three Dora Mavor Moor Awards nomi-
nations with one win.   She also directed produc-
tions of Unity 1918 by Kevin Kerr, Problem Child 
by George F. Walker, Of the Fields, Lately by David 
French, The Penelopiad by Margaret Atwood, Other 
Desert Cites by Jon Robin Baitz and Outside Mull-
ingar by John Patrick Shanley.

Bazinet taught at National Theatre School, George 
Brown Theatre School, Humber University, the for-
mer Ryerson University Act II, Equity Showcase, 
the Actors Workshop and conducted Acting for 
the Camera classes across Canada.  She was also 
an acting instructor for the Citadel Theatre/Banff 

Professional Theatre Program. “There is a famous 
George Bernard Shaw quote, ‘Those who can, do; 
those who can’t, teach.’ I totally disagree with that,” 
she said, “as I loved teaching and learned a great 
deal about the art of acting through engaging with 
students.  Teaching made me a much better actor 
and director.”  

There are no slack or dull moments in life for Ba-
zinet. The month of September has her playing a 
major role in Coal Mine Theatre’s production of In-
finite Life, in Toronto under the direction of Jack-
ie Maxwell, a comedy set in Northern California 
about five women philosophizing while suffering 
from chronic pain.

When asked what she has learned from her exten-
sive career, without hesitation Bazinet quotes Here 
For Now’s director Mongillo, “To take risks and to 
lead with curiosity. To keep going in the face of fear 
and embody the mantra of ‘let’s give it a go’, to em-
brace each unique process and even, on our more 
evolved days, to embrace the failures.”

Please send comments and proposed topics for Arts 
articles to - smindependentarts@gmail.com

All of Canada is her stage

Actor, director, and acting instructor Brenda Bazinet. 2024 Programme from Here and Now Theatre.

Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS: We offer early morning appointment 
times, and have later appointment times three days per week.

ACCEPTING CANADIAN DENTAL CARE PLAN 
EARLY JULY 2024

Baking ✶ Produce ✶ Breakfast 
Preserves ✶ Youth boothsThe St. Marys Farmers’ Market

Beans and fall raspberries
 

Saturday, Aug. 24 | 8 a.m. to noon
Milt Dunnell Field “The Flats”

Cell: 519-274-3690  |  Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

Specializing in Heritage 
Renovation, installing brick & 

stone on custom homes as well 
as specializing in laying thin 

stone for fireplace installation.
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COMMUNITY

By Stewart Grant

You can say this about many things in 
life: it’s all about communication. 

In this story, it’s about how open con-
versations between downtown-busi-
ness owners paved the way for excit-
ing new chapters for both Sue Grif-
fiths of Stone Home Creatives and 
Jennifer Dungo of O’Grady’s Clothing 
and Accessories.

Come March 2025, Stone Home Cre-
atives will be moving to Griffiths’ 
home, and O’Grady’s will be mov-
ing across the street to occupy Stone 
Home’s larger space at 158 Queen St. 
E. In both instances, the moves are 
perfect for where each business owner 
is within their respective career path.

For Griffiths, the timing was perfect to 
take Stone Home Creatives home in 
2025.  

“I’ve been in town since 2002 so, for 22 
years, either I’ve been unlocking the 
door or paying somebody to unlock 
the door, and I’m just ready to go to 
Australia,” she laughed as she contem-
plated some potential travel plans in 
the future. 

Griffiths wants to emphasize that 
Stone Home Creatives is not going out 
of business, but instead will evolve 
towards pop-up events, craft shows, 
school activities and home parties. She 
will also continue to supply candles to 
retail stores, including O’Grady’s in St. 
Marys, and various outlets of Home 
Hardware and Pharmasave through-
out southwestern Ontario.  

“I want to be able to get the word out, 
too, because I still do have a bunch of 
candlemakers that rely on this store 
to buy their supplies to go out and do 
their craft shows,” Griffiths said. “That 
part, I don’t think I’m going to carry 
on, so I’m just trying to get the notice 
out there so they can order their stuff 
and get ready well in advance. I’ve al-
ready talked to all of my makers, and 
they’re all prepared to ramp up and 
make this the best Christmas ever.” 

Griffiths added she has also ordered 
lots of new toys for the Christmas sea-
son and has something very special 
planned in her store for this year’s 
Merchant Open House, which will be 
announced in the fall. 

Griffiths beamed when she spoke with 
Dungo and the Independent about the 
plans for O’Grady’s to expand into the 
larger space. 

“This feels right”, she said. “It feels 
fuzzy and warm and what’s happening 
here is going to be really good.” 

It has certainly been a successful 
first year for Dungo as new owner of 

O’Grady’s Clothing and Accessories, 
and moving into a larger space already 
is well beyond her initial expectations 
for the business. 

“We’ve had a phenomenal first year; 
it’s gone really well and we’re having a 
lot of fun,” Dungo said. “My mom and I 
are just loving life.”

Dungo’s mom, Jan Westman, worked 
for Heather Parkinson at O’Grady’s for 
eight years following a successful re-
tail career in London. In the past year 
since Dungo bought the business, it 
has primarily been a mother-daugh-
ter team at the store, with some help 
behind the scenes from Dungo’s hus-
band, Chris, and their three young 
daughters.

“For women shopping, I’ve watched 
my mom do retail her entire life and it 
was always that fun event when ladies 
got together’ … you go out with your 
girlfriends, try a bunch of stuff on. It’s 
great to see ladies coming back and 
having fun shopping and getting new 
things and new pieces,” she said.

Dungo explained that they’ve really 
tried to listen to the wants and needs 
of their customers, and, in doing so, 
have greatly increased their inven-
tory. By accommodating a larger size 
range (i.e. going right from a two to an 
18, carrying an XS to a 2X), they have 
gained a whole new clientele. They 
have also introduced a menswear sec-
tion and would like to bring in a kids’ 
section too. 

“We’re trying to be that one-stop shop 
for people for clothing, for accessories 
and to make shopping fun again.” 

Despite renovating their store at 143 
Queen St. E, the business is limited to 
the space within the walls. 

“We are bursting at the seams,” she 

said plainly, adding that she’d like to 
hire additional staff at the new lo-
cation and expand their number of 
dressing rooms from two to five. 

The larger space also creates the po-
tential for a multitude of new ideas, 
including special collaborative events 

that can tie in other downtown busi-
nesses.

Both Griffiths and Dungo want to ex-
press a huge thank you to their cus-
tomers for their support. It is with 
those customers in mind that both 
business owners wanted to announce 
their 2025 plans well in advance.

Stone Home Creatives and O’Grady’s 
Clothing and Accessories look forward 
to a busy four months at their present 
locations leading up to Christmas. 

“I’m going to be open until Dec. 24t 
and then I’m going to shut down un-
til January 2,” Griffiths said. “And then 
I’m going to aggressively start to move 
stuff that I’m not going to take with me 
and Jennifer’s not going to keep with 
her.”

During February, renovations will be-
gin to take place at 158 Queen St. E 
in preparation for O’Grady’s arriv-
al in March, with the intention for 
O’Grady’s to open for business at the 
new location after March Break. 

“It’s such a good synergy,” Griffiths 
summarized. “I’m excited for her and 
I’m excited for me.”

O’Grady’s Clothing, Stone Home Creatives announce 
big moves in 2025

St. Marys business owners Sue Griffiths (Stone Home Creatives) and Jennifer 
Dungo (O’Grady’s Clothing and Accessories) met with the Independent last week 
to discuss their exciting plans for 2025. Photo by Stewart Grant

Welcome Sue Fulop, Broker
Cathie Szmon, Broker of Record and Sue Fowler, 
Broker are pleased to welcome Sue Fulop, 
Broker to our Peak Select Realty Inc. family of 
Realtors®.
Sue joins Peak with over 20 years of experience 
in real estate. Born and raised on a farm in 
tobacco country, Sue continues to enjoy the 
country lifestyle, living just south of St. Marys. 
For many years Sue worked out of brokerages in 
London and Thorndale. Sue continues to work 
in these areas, along with St. Marys and has 
the keen understanding of both rural and urban 

real estate that comes with so many years of practice as a busy agent. She 
expertly provides needed strategies and up-to-date information to her clients 
in a friendly, honest and professional manner. Many of her clients return to 
Sue time and again, often calling her with questions about real estate, and 
are the reason why her tag line “Just ask Sue” was born.
We are thrilled to have Sue join the Peak Select team of Real Estate Brokers. 
Give Sue a call for all your real estate needs today! 
Sue Fulop, Broker  |  (519) 281-4543  |  asksuefulop@yahoo.ca

163 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON | (519) 284-4646
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Work with someone you know you can trust! 
519.284.0833   St. Marys   www.formanelectric.com

We are here to help… 
thinking of adding/upgrading…

We are here to help… 
thinking of replacing…

••  Outdoor lights around the deck, along the  Outdoor lights around the deck, along the  
 walkway, the pool, the fire pit, the pond or   walkway, the pool, the fire pit, the pond or  
 directly on the house, shed or shop? directly on the house, shed or shop?            

•• Lighting control automation from your phone?Lighting control automation from your phone?

•• Old pot lights to LED?Old pot lights to LED?

•• Under cabinet lighting, fixtures, receptacles and  Under cabinet lighting, fixtures, receptacles and  
 switches, bathroom or kitchen fans? switches, bathroom or kitchen fans?

•• Smoke/CO2 detectors?Smoke/CO2 detectors?

•• Panel or service upgrade?Panel or service upgrade?

We are here to help… 
requiring minor excavation work…
•• Small dump truckSmall dump truck

•• Mini-excavatorMini-excavator 

•• Skid steerSkid steer

We are here to help… 
thinking of an electric vehicle…

•• You’ll possibly need a service upgrade and we You’ll possibly need a service upgrade and we 
 can do that. can do that.

•• We can supply the EV charger or install the one  We can supply the EV charger or install the one  
 you have. you have.

By St. Marys Independent staff

After receiving brand-new bunker gear for all St. Marys fire-
fighters, the town’s fire department recently donated its gently 
used equipment to Firefighters Without Borders, an organi-
zation that provides firefighting equipment to departments in 
need around the world. 

The donated items included 20 sets of bunker gear, six sets of 
cold-water rescue suits and four firefighter helmets.

In 2022, Fire Chief Richard “Andy” Anderson started the ini-
tiative with the aim of supporting the organization with their 
important cause as firefighting equipment is urgently needed 
worldwide.

The decommissioned bunker gear, water-rescue suits and hel-
mets are still in great condition and suitable for service, how-
ever they expire for use in Canada after 10 years.

“A number of places in the world often don’t have suitable 
equipment for their firefighters,” said Anderson in a press re-
lease. “We have the unique ability to be able to help support 
other communities in need while establishing a bond with our 
fellow firefighters all around the world in places like Honduras, 
Dominican Republic, South America and the Philippines.”

Anyone wishing to donate or learn more about Firefighters 
Without Borders can do so at firefighterswithoutborders.org.

For more information on the St. Marys Fire Department, visit 
townofstmarys.com/fire or contact Anderson at 519-274-2340 
ext. 201.

St. Marys Fire Department donates bunker gear to 
Firefighters Without Borders Canada

The St. Marys Fire Department recently donated decommissioned bunker gear, cold-water rescue 
suits and helmets to Firefighters Without Borders. Vice president of Firefighters Without Borders 
Carl Eggiman, St. Marys Fire Chief Richard “Andy” Anderson and Capt. Greg St. Clair are pictured 
with boxes of equipment that are being donated to Firefighters Without Borders. Photo courtesy 
of the Town of St. Marys
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By St. Marys Independent staff

Huron Perth Public Health (HPPH) is 
reminding residents to protect them-
selves against mosquito bites after mos-
quitoes collected from traps in Stratford 
and southern Huron County tested pos-
itive for West Nile virus (WNV). 

These are the first positive-mosquito 
findings of the season for Huron and 
Perth counties. The findings indicate 
that WNV-positive mosquitos could be 
present anywhere in Huron and Perth. 
HPPH was also notified of an American 

crow testing positive for WNV in the 
North Huron area. Crows are a known 
carrier of WNV.

“It’s not surprising to see positive-mos-
quito pools in the month of August,” 
said HPPH senior public health in-
spector Dale Lyttle in a press release. 
“People are at greatest risk of contract-
ing West Nile virus in late summer, so 
it is important to protect yourself while 
outdoors when mosquitoes are most ac-
tive.” 

As part of its annual surveillance, 

HPPH has been trapping and testing 
mosquitoes in locations across Huron 
and Perth since June 17. To help reduce 
mosquito breeding and lower the risk 
of potential WNV transmission, larvi-
cide has been applied to roadside catch 
basins in Stratford, St. Marys, Listowel 
and Mitchell this summer. 

In Ontario, three confirmed human 
cases of WNV have been reported in 
2024. Not everyone who is bitten by 
an infected mosquito will show symp-
toms of the virus. Of those who do show 

symptoms, most will experience mild 
illness including fever, headache, body 
aches, nausea, vomiting and a rash on 
the chest, stomach or back. About one in 
150 people infected will get seriously ill, 
with symptoms like high fever, muscle 
weakness, vision loss and coma. WNV 
can lead to death.

Symptoms usually develop between two 
and 15 days after being bitten by an in-
fected mosquito. People older than 50 
and those with weakened immune sys-
tems are most at risk for WNV infection.

West Nile Virus Activity Reported in Huron Perth
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Lindsay Pickering
519-276-9959

www.lindsaypickering.ca
lindsaypickering22@gmail.com

The Independent Sports is brought to you by

St. Marys Independent SPORTS

By Spencer Seymour

The Midwestern District Junior Opti-
mists Championship tournament was 
held Aug. 13 at the St. Marys Golf and 
Country Club (SMGCC) with eight 
regional golfers, including one from 
St. Marys, qualifying for the Optimist 
International Junior Golf Champion-
ship at Doral, Fla. slated for July 2025.

Two of the golfers from the region to 
qualify for next year’s International 
Championship came in the Boys 14-
15 age bracket, with Kolton McAllis-
ter of St. Marys and Belgrave’s Aiden 
Harding tying for second in their divi-
sion. The top spot went to Noah Turn-
er from LaSalle, who qualified for the 
next year’s global finals out of district.

McAllister described his enthusiasm 
for competing on the international 
stage in 2025.

“It feels great to have qualified to go 
to Florida next year,” said McAllister. 
“I’m super excited to get to go and 
play on a course as nice as the one in 
Florida, as well as get to compete with 
the best from around the world.”

McAllister said he felt himself getting 
in a groove early in the day before he 
began the actual round, and quickly 
rebounded after a misstep on his first 
hole.

“It started from the warm-up. I was 
hitting the ball really well on the driv-
ing range and my putting felt strong 
too. I actually didn’t start the way I 
wanted on my first hole, but I real-
ly locked in after that and felt I did 
a good job taking my time with my 
shots.”

McAllister also recounted one of the 
highlights of his rebound.

“On hole number 11, I had a really 
good drive and an even better sec-
ondary shot, which gave me the op-
portunity to putt for an eagle. Unfor-
tunately, I missed the eagle putt but 
thankfully, I sunk the birdie putt after 
that.”

Alexa Todd of Owen Sound, the lone 
competitor in the Girls 15-18 division, 
shot a score of 80 that earned her a 
qualification for next year’s tourna-
ment in Florida. In the Boys 12-13 

category, Mark Miller from London 
finished first and Shallow Lake’s Ash-
ton Amyot took second, which earned 
both a spot in Florida. In the Boys 
10-11 division, the top three each 
did enough to qualify for Florida, in-
cluding Egmondville’s Jake McLlwain, 
Stratford’s Braden Keating, and Kin-
cardine’s Hendrik McDougall.

South Huron Optimist Club Presi-
dent Rachel Skillen expressed grati-
tude for those who helped the young 
athletes compete and the St. Marys 
course and its employees for their 
work in getting the club playable after 
such heavy rainfall this summer.

“I want to thank the staff of the St. 
Marys Golf and Country Club for be-
ing wonderful hosts,” Skillen said. 
“We know they had to do a lot of hard 
work to get the course ready to play 
with all the rain we’ve had recent-
ly. We also are very thankful for the 
Optimist members who helped plan 
and execute the day, and to our start-
er, rules officials and marshalls for 
assisting our golfers throughout the 
day. Last but not least, thank you to 
the parents and grandparents who 
provided transportation and/or came 
to be spectators during the round.”

Kolton McAllister makes a putt during the Midwestern District Junior Optimists 
golf tournament hosted at the St. Marys Golf and Country Club Aug. 13. McAllister 
was one of eight golfers from the region to qualify for the 2025 International Junior 
Golf Championship at Doral, Fla. slated for July 2025. Photo by Spencer Seymour

Pictured from left to right are John Peet, Maureen Peet, Hazel English, and Barry 
English. The quartet shot a 12-under-par score of 60 on Aug. 15 to win the Mixed 
Scramble tournament at the St. Marys Golf and Country Club (SMGCC). Narrowly 
behind by just one stroke was the team of SMGCC members Melanie Fisher, Steve 
Fisher, Kenny Hutton, and Leslie Monroe, who posted a 61. Other notable results 
included Janis Kapp, Chris Knowles, Jan Knowles, and Rich Parsons, who were 
the winners of the ‘A’ Flight. In the ‘B’ Flight, Tim Campbell, Joel Carlberg, Jen 
Dong, and Patrice Green took the top spot. Bruce Kraemer, Leah McMullan, Mike 
McMullan, and Barb Vossen won the ‘C’ Flight, while Sam Hall, Mariah Huehner-
hard, Ellen Major, and Jake Near won the ‘D’ Flight. The tournament saw 120 golf-
ers participate. Contributed photo

St. Marys hosts Midwestern District Jr. Optimists 
golf tournament 

Peet-English foursome 
wins Mixed Scramble
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By Spencer Seymour

The U18 Girls Tier Three St. Marys 
Storm clinched a league champion-
ship with a 2-0 victory over the high-
ly potent St. Columban FC Aug. 14.

Head coach Nathan Brown said the 
game was the culmination of all the 
team worked on for three months.

“They took everything we've been 
working on for the last 12 weeks and 
put it all together,” Brown told the 
Independent. “They were defending 
by committee while always thinking 
about offence. In the first half, I think 
we controlled play for about 42-and-
a-half minutes. They had a couple 
of little slip ups, but they recovered 
and defended really well. We've got 
probably the best defensive team in 
the league. Our defenders are always 
talking to each other and they work 
together really effectively.”

Brown added that their win over St. 
Columban was their most complete 
performance this year.

“For a full 90 minutes, I would say 
that was their best overall game of 
the season. Sometimes, they’re like 
old diesel engines and we take some 
time to warm up, but in this game, 
they started on time and they hus-
tled right from the first whistle to get 
the job done. I told them to just keep 
firing shots at the goalie, who is one 
of the best in the league. I didn’t care 
if they missed; I just wanted them to 
keep shooting and finally, they got re-
warded.”

The Storm got on the board first with 
Maddie Brown heading an Abby Mar-
tin corner kick home to take a 1-0 
lead. Coach Brown noted their suc-

cess off corner kicks was a significant 
aspect of a scoreless draw earlier 
this year between St. Marys and St. 
Columban and a focal point in their 
practices ever since.

“The last time we played them, we 
probably had nine corner kicks and 
their goalie got every one, so we spe-
cifically drew up and have worked 
on that corner kick formation for 
about five weeks. Everybody has a 
place they need to be. Maddie scored 
on our high cross formation, which 
caused some confusion for the de-
fenders. What our girls worked on for 
five weeks ended up being what got 
us going.”

Later in the game, Avery Jones found 

the back of the net after cutting into 
the 18-yard box and firing the ball 
into the bottom right corner of the 
net.

“Avery was able to focus her fire and 
give us some breathing room,” said 
Brown. “Avery is at her best when 
she’s playing on the edge and playing 
with a bit of fire. She's one of our cap-
tains, she drives our team with her 
compete level and she really leads 
this team. Once she gets fired up and 
she's yelling and screaming on the 
field, that’s when she's at her abso-
lute best.”

On the other side of the ball, the 
Storm was spectacular, with Brown 
noting a pair of defensive stalwarts 

turning in a masterclass in front of 
their net and goalkeeper Isla Unich, 
who earned her seventh shutout of 
the year.

“St. Columban has three girls in the 
top ten in scoring. I think they've 
scored over 50 goals as a team and 
three of their players have 40. So, I 
tasked the defence, especially Har-
vest (Elliott) and Ella (Carter), to 
mark up with their leading scorer, 
who has 18 on the season. Harvest 
and Ella absolutely shut her down.

“I can't say enough about Isla,” con-
tinued Brown. “She's usually so 
calm, cool and collected back there, 
but she's now playing with a lev-
el of intensity that I haven't seen in 
past years. She totally controls that 
18-yard box and runs everything 
from the back. It's pretty awesome to 
watch.”

The win made it mathematically im-
possible for St. Columban to catch 
the Storm, meaning St. Marys se-
cured a league title with the victory. 
Brown explained what stands out to 
him about his team’s season.

“They all get along really well. They 
practice and play very happy. Every-
body is always rowing in the same 
direction. At the start of the year, I 
said we’re not going to set any goals 
this year and the only question any 
of them would get would be, ‘Is that 
your best?’ Before our match with 
St. Columban, we talked about that 
and bringing our best and nowhere 
throughout that game did I have to 
ask someone if they were giving their 
best. They all communicate well and 
there are no passengers. They play 
for each other.”

Maddie Brown rushes the ball up the field during the U18 Girls Tier Three St. Marys 
Storm game. Brown scored the first goal of the game which the Storm ended up 
winning 2-0. Photo by Spencer Seymour

U18-GT3 Storm clinch league title with 2-0 win

By Spencer Seymour

The Wildwood Care Centre U13 HP 
Red St. Marys Rockies concluded 
their season strongly, finishing sec-
ond in their year-end tournament, 
which was hosted Aug. 9-11 in Strat-
ford.

On Aug. 9, the Rockies opened their 
round-robin play with a game against 
the Londesborough Legends. The 
teams stayed deadlocked at one run 
apiece until the third inning when 
Laine Leis hit a single, scoring Alex-
andra Wilson over home plate. Reese 
Crawford followed that up with a sin-
gle of her own to give the Rockies a 
two-run lead.

It appeared the Legends were on the 
verge of tying the game up in the bot-
tom of the third when they had the 

bases loaded, but an incredible triple 
play by St. Marys stranded Londes-
borough’s runners to end the inning. 
Morgan Reid and Teadora Walsh put 
the game away in the sixth, each add-
ing a run to give the Rockies a 5-1 
win. Walsh and Chloe Phillips com-
bined for just one run surrendered in 
six innings on the mound.

Reid was also a highlight of the tour-
nament overall, serving as the catch-
er for the entirety of the tournament 
and playing consistently solid de-
fence throughout the weekend.

The next day, the Rockies found 
themselves in a back-and-forth con-
test against the Blyth Gritty’s, eeking 
out a 13-12 victory. Phillips and Craw-
ford had early-game highlights, with 
the former posting a triple and the 

latter hitting a home run. After Blyth 
took the lead, Wilson and McKenna 
Ross each stole their way home to tie 
the game at 4-4. Both teams came up 
with five runs in the third to keep the 
game tied heading into the fourth. St. 
Marys outscored Blyth 4-3 in the sec-
ond half of the game to narrowly beat 
the Gritty’s by a single run. Phillips 
went the distance and got the win on 
the mound.

A “true team effort” was cited regard-
ing the Rockies’ 15-9 win over Lis-
towel in their third game of the tour-
nament. Phillips slammed a three-
run homer in the opening inning to 
bring Leis and Wilson back home. 
The latter half of the order came up 
big throughout the remainder of the 
game, with Ross, Rylee Cunningham, 
Maelle Hachler, Dayna Hinz, and 

Meredith Stokes getting on base a to-
tal of 12 times and scoring eight of St. 
Marys’ runs.

Unfortunately, the Rockies' offence 
dried up in the tournament finals 
when St. Marys had a rematch against 
Blyth. The Gritty’s came away with a 
10-4 win.

Head coach Scott Walsh was delight-
ed with his team’s showing at the 
tournament.

“This weekend proved how much 
fastball is a team sport,” said Walsh. 
“It was everyone's individual contri-
butions and hard work put together 
that took this team to the finals. As-
sistant coach Deanna Cunningham 
and I are very proud of the girls for 
everything they accomplished during 
the entire season.”

U13 HP Red Rockies take second at year-end tourney
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By Spencer Seymour

As their first preseason game against 
the Kitchener-Waterloo Siskins on 
Aug. 30 approaches, St. Marys Lin-
colns general manager Pat Powers 
continues to fine-tune the roster.

The Lincolns’ GM recently complet-
ed a trade that saw the organization 
bring in 20-year-old forward Jacob 
McLellan. The overage forward and 
native of Kingston spent the last two 

years in the CCHL with the Cornwall 
Colts. According to Powers, McLellan 
adds several intangibles to the Lincs’ 
forward group.

“Jacob is a character player who can 
play a gritty and responsible style,” 
Powers told the Independent. “We 
also think there is an upside for Ja-
cob to produce offence for us. He 
comes highly regarded for his lead-
ership and willingness to sacrifice 
for his team.”

With the home opener less than a 
month away, Powers previewed the 
roster that has taken shape during 
the offseason, which he says shares 
many of the best qualities last year’s 
conference-winning squad pos-
sessed.

“I feel this group is very similar to 
the team that made a charge in the 
playoffs last year,” said Powers. “We 
have a returning core that has earned 
some battle scars during last year’s 

run. We have added some talented 
first-year players and some talented 
veterans to help lead the way. Hope-
fully, we can play a style that is de-
fensively responsible but offensively 
potent.”

The Lincs play a pair of exhibition 
games against the Siskins and the 
Stratford Warriors before starting 
the 2024-2025 regular season on 
Sept. 13 against the St. Thomas Stars.

By Spencer Seymour

The Wildwood Care Centre U13 HP 
Red St. Marys Rockies concluded 
their season strongly, finishing sec-
ond in their year-end tournament 
hosted Aug. 9-11 in Stratford.

On Aug. 9, the Rockies opened their 
round-robin play with a game against 
the Londesborough Legends. The 
teams stayed deadlocked at one run 
apiece until the third inning when 
Laine Leis hit a single, scoring Alex-
andra Wilson over home plate. Re-
ese Crawford followed that up with a 
single of her own to give the Rockies 
a two-run lead.

It appeared the Legends were on the 
verge of tying the game up in the bot-
tom of the third when they had the 
bases loaded, but an incredible triple 

play by St. Marys stranded Londes-
borough’s runners to end the inning. 
Morgan Reid and Teadora Walsh put 
the game away in the sixth, each add-
ing a run to give the Rockies a 5-1 
win. Walsh and Chloe Phillips com-
bined for just one run surrendered 
in six innings on the mound.

Reid was also a highlight of the tour-
nament overall, serving as the catch-
er for the entirety of the tournament 
and playing consistently solid de-
fence throughout the weekend.

The next day, the Rockies found 
themselves in a back-and-forth con-
test against the Blyth Gritty’s, ek-
ing out a 13-12 victory. Phillips and 
Crawford had early game highlights, 
with the former posting a triple and 
the latter hitting a home run. After 

Blyth took the lead, Wilson and McK-
enna Ross each stole their way home 
to tie the game at 4-4. Both teams 
came up with five runs in the third 
to keep the game tied heading into 
the fourth. St. Marys outscored Blyth 
4-3 in the second half of the game to 
narrowly beat the Gritty’s by a single 
run. Phillips went the distance and 
got the win on the mound.

A “true team effort” was cited regard-
ing the Rockies’ 15-9 win over Lis-
towel in their third game of the tour-
nament. Phillips slammed a three-
run homer in the opening inning to 
bring Leis and Wilson back home. 
The latter half of the order came up 
big throughout the remainder of the 
game with Ross, Rylee Cunningham, 
Maelle Hachler, Dayna Hinz and 
Meredith Stokes getting on base a 

total of 12 times and scoring eight of 
St. Marys’ runs.

Unfortunately, the Rockies' offence 
dried up in the tournament finals 
when St. Marys had a rematch against 
Blyth. The Gritty’s came away with a 
10-4 win.

Head coach Scott Walsh was delight-
ed with his team’s showing at the 
tournament.

“This weekend proved how much 
fastball is a team sport,” said Walsh. 
“It was everyone's individual contri-
butions and hard work put together 
that took this team to the finals. As-
sistant coach Deanna Cunningham 
and I are very proud of the girls for 
everything they accomplished during 
the entire season.”

Lincs add McLellan; Powers previews roster mix

U13 HP Red Rockies take second at year-end 
tournament
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Mark Richardson prepares to release a pitch during the Forman Electric U13 
WOBA Blue St. Marys Rockies game last Wednesday

Michael Ewing catches an out during the Happy Valley Health Team U16 OBA St. 
Marys Rockies game this past Monday.

Danika Terpstra pushes the ball up through the midfield during the U12 Girls Tier 
Two St. Marys Storm game last Wednesday,

Roger Sebben sends the ball towards the net with a corner kick during last Wednes-
day’s U18 Boys Tier One St. Marys Storm game. Photos by Spencer Seymour

Grayson Leblanc-Mossey launches a pitch toward the plate during last Thursday’s 
Red Rock Construction U15 OBA St. Marys Rockies game.

Ben Kittmer cracks the ball through the infield during last Tuesday’s St. Marys 
Cement U18 WOBA Blue St. Marys Rockies game.

84 Wellington Street South
St. Marys, ON (519) 284-1690

Brought to you by your local
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By St. Marys Independent staff

Except for a little rain on the Sun-
day, one couldn’t have asked for 
better weather for the annual Kirk-
ton-Woodham Optimist mixed slow 
pitch tournament.

The Kirkton Community Park was 
the site of the tournament Aug. 10-11, 
which featured 12 teams competing 
in three divisions.

In one of the C-division semi-fi-
nals, Joe Buck Yourself, last year’s C 
champs, got past the KW Kids by a fi-
nal score of 19-11. The other C semifi-
nal saw the Mighty Oaks prevail over 
the Kometz Kidz with a 16- 9 final.

The division’s final game started close, 
but the Mighty Oaks’ bats exploded 
in the third inning. The Mighty Oaks 
rode the momentum and stopped Joe 

Buck Yourself’s bid for a repeat title 
with an 18-2 win.

In the B division, RB’s Gang and the 
Terrible T’s had a tightly contested 
match that was tied 10-10 after six in-
nings. In the final inning, the Terrible 
T’s pulled ahead by four runs to earn 
their spot in the B final. In the other 
semifinal, Blue Steel led Cut’N’Two 
until the sixth inning, but with an 
eight-run surge late in the game, 
Cut’N’Two managed to pull out a 19-
15 win.

Cut’N’Two was formed by splitting 
the original Terrible T’s team, both 
made up of Thomson family mem-
bers. With both winning in the semis, 
the Thomson family squads met in 
the B division final. The Terrible T’s 
bats were hot and they jumped out to 
an early lead. Though Cut’N’Two bat-

tled hard, they weren’t able to pull off 
another comeback, and the Terrible 
T’s took the B final 24-12. Thankfully, 
no family feuds or hard feelings were 
reported after the game.

In one of the A division semifinals, 
Muff’N’Men got off to a good start 
while JAFT failed to score a run for 
the first three innings. However, the 
script was flipped soon after that with 
JAFT’s offence coming to life and the 
team went on to win 10-8.

The Tall Oaks were pitted against The 
Squad in the other semifinal. It was 
fairly close midway through the game 
until The Squad took a commanding 
lead in the sixth inning and made it to 
the A finals with a 14-5 victory.

With JAFT and The Squad fairly 
evenly matched, the final proved to be 
a nail-biter as both teams were tied at 

11 after six innings. In the top of the 
seventh, JAFT had two base runners 
but couldn’t cash them in. With one 
out in the bottom of the seventh, in 
dramatic fashion, The Squad claimed 
the A-division title with a walk-off 
home run.

It was noted that JAFT was deflated 
but should be proud of their valiant 
effort in what was a heck of a game 
and a very entertaining finish to the 
tournament.

Proceeds from the tournament will go 
to the Kirkton pool and all the win-
ning teams generously donated their 
prize money back. The tournament 
organizers would like to thank the 
pool committee and their volunteers 
who ran the food booth, as well as all 
the players, bartenders, umpires and 
setup and take-down crews.

K-W Optimists host annual slow-pitch tournament

The Squad were the ‘A’ division Champions at the Kirkton-Woodham Optimists 
annual slow-pitch tournament on Aug. 10-11. Contributed photo

The Mighty Oaks earned the top prize in the ‘C’ divi-
sion at the Kirkton-Woodham Optimists annual slow-
pitch tournament on Aug. 10-11. Contributed photo

The Terrible T’s captured the ‘B’ division title at the Kirkton-Woodham Optimists 
annual slow-pitch tournament on Aug. 10-11. Contributed photo
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By Spencer Seymour

Despite a handful of absences, the 
U12 Boys Tier Three St. Marys 
Storm combined several star-lev-
el individual performances with 
a teamwide commitment to struc-
ture to defeat the visiting South 
Huron Lightning 5-2 Aug. 13.

Head coach Jon McDonald pointed 
out after the game the team’s large 
group of call-ups managed to fit in 
seamlessly.

“We had a lot of players out,” Mc-
Donald told the Independent. 
“Seven of our regular players 
were unavailable so we had four 
kids from U10 teams come up to 
play for us. They all did very well. 
They didn’t look out of place at all. 
They were really good replace-
ment players for us. They didn't 
look back and they worked hard. 
They rose to the occasion for us 
and their efforts were a big help 
to us winning.”

While the entire team was oper-
ating like a well-oiled machine, 
several players contributed mas-
sive displays of excellence, includ-
ing Lexxandre Nieto Estepan who 

registered all five St. Marys goals.

Meanwhile, at the other end of the 
pitch, McDonald noted netmind-
er Cohen McKichan as having an 
incredible game and helping the 
Storm get through a turbulent sec-
ond half that saw their opponents 
bombard the St. Marys keeper.

“Goaltending was exceptional for 
us. Cohen had an absolutely in-
credible game in net. Lexx was ob-
viously outstanding. But the whole 
team made a lot of good passes 
and helped generate chances to 
score. At one point, South Huron 
made a big push in the second half 
but we weathered the storm pret-
ty well and calmed things down by 
the end.

“We were able to talk and set-
tle things down during the water 
break in the second half,” con-
tinued McDonald. “One thing we 
weren’t doing quite as much be-
fore that break was just clearing 
the ball away from the net. I felt 
that, in the last 10 minutes or so, 
they were doing a much better job 
and that really helped us close it 
out.”

U12-BT3 Storm battles for big win over South Huron

Lexxandre Nieto Estepan loads up a shot during the U12 Boys Tier Three St. Marys Storm 
game on Aug. 13. Estepan scored all five St. Marys goals. Photo by Spencer Seymour
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By Spencer Seymour

Sensei Jalyne Lorentz brought a pair of 
Bronze medals home from the U.S. Capitol 
Classics Open Martial Arts Tournament 
hosted Aug. 2-3 in National Harbor, MD.

Lorentz won third place in both the 18+ 
Traditional Team Synchronized Forms 
and Kenpo Forms competitions.

According to Jalyne, she was enthusiastic 
about taking part in a new and incredibly 
challenging competition.

“This tournament is part of one of the 
largest and most competitive sport karate 
competitions in America,” Jalyne told the 
Independent. “It held significant impor-
tance for me as I entered the 18+ age cat-
egory, which is widely recognized as the 
toughest division in the circuit. Achiev-
ing a position in the top three involved 
outperforming athletes who were multi-
ple-time world champions, which is a big 
accomplishment for me.”

The U.S. Capitol Classics tournament is 

part of the North American Sport Karate 
Association (NASKA) circuit, which draws 
competitors from both Canada and the 
USA. It is also a circuit different from the 
Canadian circuit in which members of the 
Stonetown Karate Centre usually com-
pete.

Sensei Jeremy Lorentz credited Jalyne for 
her desire to test herself against as much 
high-end competition as possible.

“Sensei Jalyne has been training hard to 
earn her spot in the NASKA circuit,” said 
Jeremy. “This is her first year attending 
the NASKA tournaments and competing 
against the USA’s best competitors. Jalyne 
firmly believes that to be your best, you 
must challenge yourself by competing in 
different circuits and facing new compet-
itors.

Jalyne will be attending more tourna-
ments and continues to train hard as she 
prepares for the World Karate Champion-
ship in Portugal this October, where she 
will be a part of Team Canada.

Sensei Jalyne Lorentz captured a pair of Bronze medals at the U.S. Cap-
itol Classics Open Martial Arts Tournament on Aug. 2-3 in National Har-
bor, MD. The tournament was part of a new circuit for Lorentz, which saw 
the Stonetown Karate Centre member compete against the best from 
Canada and the USA. Contributed photo

Lorentz wins medals at Maryland karate tournament
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Taps on the Thames at 
Science Hill Country Club 

IS NOW OPEN!

(519) 284-3621

Outdoorspeople love their 
time in nature, but often tend 
to partake in the same activi-
ties each fall.

Be it hunters, anglers, hikers 
or birders, many fall into a 
routine. With all the opportu-
nities that southwestern On-
tario has to offer, try some-
thing different this fall.

From what I’ve seen at the 
launch ramps when the Lake 
Erie walleye fishing is on, 
there is no shortage of an-
glers who are taking advan-
tage of the numerous walleye 
to add to their freezers. Along 
the way, they pick up some 
steelhead (rainbow trout) as 
well. Catching a good-sized 

steelhead is always a thrill. 
Now, imagine the fun catch-
ing those fish on lighter rods 
in the river. There are many 
rivers on both Lake Erie and 
Lake Huron with steelhead 
or salmon runs to take ad-
vantage of.

There is nothing like the 
thrill of tying into a muskel-
lunge. Known as the king of 
freshwater game fish, these 
large predators are also 
known as the fish of 1,000 
casts for their elusiveness. 
The good news is trolling for 
muskies has a better success 
rate, and fall is prime time 
as they feed to prepare for 
winter. Lake St. Clair and 
the Niagara River are known 
for their muskie fishing, and 
Long Point Bay is gaining a 
reputation for muskie fish-
ing. Not comfortable with 
bringing a fish four feet long 
into the boat? Try going with 
one of the guides who have 
great success.

Southwestern Ontario has 
many opportunities for up-
land game hunting. Having 

a cackling male pheasant 
take flight from under your 
feet is heart-stopping excite-
ment, and one that ends up 
with fine eating. There are 
several spots for pheasant 
hunting, ranging from the 
well-known Pelee Island to 
Norfolk County, Fingal Wild-
life Management Area in El-
gin County and Hullet Marsh 
near Clinton.

The majority of duck hunters 
pursue puddle ducks because 
they are more easily accessi-
ble and require less equip-
ment. Hunting for diving 
ducks is a whole other game, 
and one I would recommend 
hiring a guide for. Large num-
bers can be found on Lake St. 
Clair, Rondeau Bay and Long 
Point Bay. Even if the hunt-
ing is slow, one of my favou-
rite things about this type of 
hunting is seeing the huge 
number of birds at peak mi-
gration – the clouds of ducks 
is a sight to behold.

A few years ago, several in-
dividuals in the outdoor com-
munity put a lot of effort into 

having a dove hunt in On-
tario. These birds are popu-
lar for hunting in the United 
States and people pay thou-
sands of dollars to hunt doves 
on their wintering grounds in 
South America, but it hasn’t 
taken off here. Typically done 
with decoys from a blind 
like duck hunting, but over a 
field, I have plans of hunting 
field edges with my dog this 
season.

Fall turkey hunting is a dif-
ferent sport than pursuing 
male turkeys in the spring. It’s 
also a good way to learn more 
about turkeys, their calls and 
interactions with each other. 
And a bonus is the fall turkey 
woods is a lot less crowded 
than in the spring.

For some reason, small game 
hunting isn’t as popular as it 
used to be. My grandfather 
and uncle talked of doing 
weekly jackrabbit drives in 
Oxford County in the 1950s 
and ‘60s. While jackrabbit 
numbers aren’t what they 
once were, rabbit and squir-
rel populations are healthy.

Opportunities also abound 
for hiking, bird watching and 
butterfly watching in the fall 
across southwestern Ontario. 
Fall colours add another ele-
ment to any hike. It’s prime 
time for bird watching and 
southwestern Ontario is on 
the migration corridor for 
many species. The Lake Erie 
shoreline is used by migrat-
ing raptors and the lake’s 
three points – Long Point, 
Rondeau and Pelee – are 
used for crossing the lake by 
birds. Catching peak butterfly 
migration is a little trickier, 
but seeing a whole tree filled 
with monarchs is awe-inspir-
ing. The best times to catch 
them are late in the day or 
the morning.

Make a vow to yourself or 
your companion in the out-
doors that this fall you are 
going to try something dif-
ferent.

Jeff Helsdon is an award-win-
ning outdoor writer, a colum-
nist for Ontario Out of Doors 
and writes for several other 
outdoor publications.

GET OUTDOORS: Try something different this fall

By Jeff Helsdon

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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By Mary Smith

The foliage has to be off the trees and shrubs for 
passers-by to get a good view of the 150-year-old 
house at 140 Peel Street North. Even then, it is set 
well back from the street and hard to appreciate 
in its entirety. Its floorplan follows the traditional 
L-shaped design, with the front entrance leading in 
from the veranda on the south facade. This house 
has a unique double-gable roof; the gable on the 
L portion of the house rises behind the veranda. 
Through the years, there have been few changes to 
the exterior of this house. The brick walls have been 
painted for decades to protect the masonry, but oth-
erwise it looks much the same as when it was built 
in 1873. 

The current owner has requested a property his-
tory with the aim of eventually having the house 
designated. It is a history worth noting. Through 
the years, the house was owned and occupied by 
people who made contributions to their community. 
The property originally consisted of five full lots: 
10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 on the west side of Peel Street 
going north from Widder Street. In other words, it 
extended from the northwest corner of Widder and 
Peel Streets north to the crest of the Peel Street hill, 
opposite the entrance to Holy Name of Mary Cath-
olic Church. This property was surveyed as early as 
1858 and had been bought and sold several times 
by people who acquired land as an investment, 
selling it at a profit. Although it was within town 
limits, it seems to have been undeveloped until the 
late 1860s when it was bought by Daniel McLaren, a 
Blanshard Township farmer. 

Daniel McLaren was born in 1818 in Stirling, Perth-
shire, Scotland. He married Charlotte Donald be-
fore they emigrated to North America. They arrived 
in New York where their first two sons, John and 
Robert, were born in 1842 and 1844. They made 
their way into Canada and took up a farm in the 
North Boundary Concession of Blanshard Town-
ship, just east of the St. Marys Junction. There were 
other Donalds in that area who had also came from 
Perthshire. They were likely related to Charlotte 
and may have encouraged the McLarens to settle in 
this area. By the 1851 census, the McLarens had five 
children, three sons and two daughters. The three 
youngest – Daniel, Mary Ann and little Charlotte – 
were all born in Canada. By 1861, there were three 
more: Elizabeth, James and Isabella. In all, the Mc-
Larens had eight children between the years 1842 
and 1859. 

In November 1868 when Daniel McLaren purchased 
the property on Peel Street North, he was 50 years 
old and possibly planning to retire from farming. 
But he wasn’t in a hurry. Although the 1869 assess-
ment records show him as owner of the property, he 
was a resident of Blanshard Township. He was still 
farming there when the 1871 census was taken. By 
this time, two of his children had gone – John and 
Mary Ann had both married and moved to homes of 
their own. But there were still six children at home, 
ranging in age from 11 to 24 years of age. Daniel’s 
St. Marys property was spacious – a full acre of land. 
As he planned his new residence, he probably en-
visioned a small barn and other useful outbuildings 
as well as a house large enough to be a comfortable 
home for his family. 

With some 1870s assessment records missing, it is 
usually difficult to find the exact date of construc-
tion of a house built during that period. However, 

with the McLaren house, we are lucky. We know it 
was under construction in 1873 because a small no-
tice appeared in the St. Marys Argus on August 14 
of that year. A mishap had led to “total destruction 
of the brick gable ends of the new residence of Mr. 
McLaren, in course of erection, opposite the Cath-
olic Church on Widder Street.” Note that the house 
was on Widder Street. At that time, the large, red 
brick house at 197 Widder Street East had not yet 
been built. Daniel McLaren’s new house faced onto 
Widder with an uninterrupted view across the val-
ley of Trout Creek. The Catholic Church referred to 
is the original rectangular limestone church, built in 
the 1850s, and pre-dating the 1893 church with its 
magnificent spire on this site today. 

Daniel McLaren’s contractor rebuilt the gable ends, 
finished the house, and the family probably took oc-
cupancy by the end of the year. The next surviving 
assessment record in 1875 shows the family as res-
idents on this one-acre property on the west side of 
Peel Street. The record also shows that they kept a 
cow. Daniel and Charlotte had earned the comforts 
of a house in town. Like so many immigrants to this 
country, they had worked hard and prospered and 
were able to offer their children a good start in life. 
Daniel died of heart disease in March 1889, age 
70. In his will, he left all the household effects to 
his wife, Charlotte, and recognized each of his five 
grandchildren with a $100 bequest held in trust un-
til they turned 21. The rest of his assets were divid-
ed among his children, except for John and James 
who “already had been given their share” when they 
set out on their own. The large Peel Street house 
was sold, and Charlotte McLaren moved into a brick 
cottage on the south side of Widder Street, on a 
smaller property, easier to maintain.

John Wesley Poole, a Widder Street neighbour, pur-
chased the Peel Street property in 1892 but only 
owned it briefly. It was about this time that lots 10, 
11 and the south part of 12 were severed from the 
five-lot block that had belonged to the McLarens. 
This property was sold to David Maxwell, a local in-
dustrialist, and the two red brick houses at 191 and 
197 Widder were built for his family. This meant 
that the McLaren house lost its Widder Street front-

age; access was now from Peel Street North. In 1894, 
John Poole sold this house to Archibald McDonald 
who had a farm in North Easthope Township. He in 
turn sold it to a family associated with the property 
for many years – the Egans. 

In 1912, Michael and Margaret Egan and their fami-
ly, moved into 140 Peel Street North. They had been 
married in 1891 and had previously lived in Strat-
ford. Margaret was the daughter of Thomas and 
Margaret Phalen of West Nissouri Township. The 
Egans were devout Roman Catholics and their home 
on Peel Street was close to the church, convent and 
school. Margaret was very involved in church activ-
ities and a member of the Catholic Women’s League. 
She loved to garden and provided beautiful flowers 
to decorate the church for special occasions. Their 
youngest son, Tom, began to work as a clerk in Fred 
Hutton’s grocery store on Queen Street when he was 
still a teenager. His father died in 1934. Soon after, 
Tom married Anne Teahen from Downie Township. 
Their first child was born in 1936. When his moth-
er died in 1944, Tom inherited the house. He still 
worked at the grocery store, assuming increased 
responsibility. When Fred Hutton retired in 1944, 
Tom Egan bought the business. Egan’s was a popu-
lar place to shop until Tom moved to Mount Brydges 
after his wife, Anne, died in 1954.

In June 1957, Cardiff (Cy) and Mabel Cline bought 
the Egan property. In 1967, Mabel Cline became the 
second woman to serve as mayor of St. Marys, a gra-
cious representative of the town on the many cere-
monial occasions associated with the Canada’s Cen-
tennial. Cy Cline first had a men’s clothing business 
at 115 Queen Street, and he was also an antiques 
dealer as a sideline. After a fire at 117 Queen Street 
in 1975, his stock was badly smoke damaged, and 
he closed his clothing business. He opened a new 
antique store at 14 Church Street North, opposite 
the public library. He and Mabel did a great deal 
of restoration of the interior of their home at 140 
Peel Street and filled it with antiques. They sold the 
house in 1985 and moved to British Columbia.

This fine old home, is set in a beautiful garden, en-
hances its neighbourhood and the entire commu-
nity. 

HISTORIC ST. MARYS: Historic house on Peel Street North

HISTORY

This beautiful house at 140 Peel Street North was built in 1873 for Daniel McLaren, a retired farmer from Blan-
shard Township. Photograph courtesy of the St. Marys Museum.
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Thorndale News A section within the 
St. Marys Independent

Get involved in 
your community!

Communicate. 
Collaborate.
Engage. Inspire!

Check out our website for business and 
community info at ilovethorndale.ca

RAM RODEO & COUNTRY MUSIC SHOWCASE
August 23, 24, 25 (Adult $40, Youth $20, Child $5)

Rodeo performance times Saturday 1pm, Sunday 1pm. Rain or shine.
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PRUNING AND TRIMMINGPRUNING AND TRIMMING
TOTAL REMOVALS • BUCKET TRUCK WORKTOTAL REMOVALS • BUCKET TRUCK WORK

EMERGENCY STORM CLEANUPEMERGENCY STORM CLEANUP
LOT CLEARING • FULLY INSUREDLOT CLEARING • FULLY INSURED

SERVING THORNDALE AND AREASERVING THORNDALE AND AREA
519-521-2312 CALL OR TEXT519-521-2312 CALL OR TEXT

INC

ALL YOUR AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS

22135 Purple Hill Rd Thorndale 
519-461-9529  |  info@lcautocare.com

SAFETIES, DIAGNOSTICS, BRAKES, EXHAUST, WELDING, 
TIRES & RIMS, FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENTS

By Nancy Abra

On Wednesday Aug. 14, the Thorndale 
and Area Horticultural Society held its 
monthly meeting with guest speakers 
Sherry Burgess and Shelley Mackenzie 
from the St. Thomas and Area Horticul-
tural Society, who spoke about the St. 
Thomas Elevated Park. 

This unique park is built on a historic 
railway trestle bridge that offers breath-
taking views above the Kettle Creek 
Valley. Burgess and Mackenzie shared 
that the St. Thomas horticultural society 

played a role in the development of this 
unique park, adapting a 300-metre sec-
tion of the eastern approach to the park 
with the help of many other volunteers. 

There are two distinct gardens. A “scree” 
garden,” a type of garden designed to 
mimic the natural conditions found 
on a mountainside, specifically loose, 
rocky debris, is ideal for sun-loving, 
drought-tolerant plants that thrive in 
well-drained rocky soil. The other is a 
“stumpery” garden along the elevated 
portion of the approach featuring tree 
stumps, logs and other wood pieces to 

create a natural woodland-like environ-
ment along with shade-loving plants to 
offer an artistic and rustic appeal. 

The guest speakers said the vision of 
their horticultural society was to create 
and maintain a naturalized community 
trail on this portion of the bridge for fu-
ture generations to enjoy.

“Our members were fascinated to hear 
the stories of some of the challenges the 
St. Thomas horticultural society had to 
face while taking on this incredible un-
dertaking,” said Liz Iglesias, who books 

the educational speakers for the Thorn-
dale Horticultural Society. “It truly has 
become a wonderful addition for their 
community. 

“Our next meeting is Sept 11 at 7:30 
p.m. at the Thorndale Lions Community 
Centre with guest speaker Amy Turn-
bull presenting “Harvesting, Cure and 
Simple.” Guests are always welcome. We 
will also be at the Thorndale Fair, so stop 
in at our booth to learn more about the 
club and purchase or renew member-
ships.”

By Nancy Abra

Counting down to September can be 
fun and engaging as children fin-
ish their summer holidays. Besides 
preparing for going back to school, 
fun activities such as crafts can help 
reduce “I’m bored” comments and 
help relieve some of the anxious-
ness as school approaches.

With September also comes the 
Thorndale Fall Fair. The Thorndale 
Fall Fair has been the highlight of 
the community for more than 165 
years. One of the main reasons for 
the longevity of the fair is the com-
munity’s participation. Whether it 
is attending to have fun or entering 
in the various competitions, there is 
something for everyone.

Anyone looking for some craft ideas 
to fill children’s afternoon hours 
should check out the School Fair 
competition. This category is for 
kids in preschool to Grade 5. What 
better place for young, budding art-
ists, engineers, designers, photogra-
phers and horticulturists to show-

case their talents. 

Children love to see what they have 
made laid out for everyone to see 
and beam with pride when there 
are ribbons attached to their en-
tries. The School Fair competition’s 
rules and entries are listed in the 
Thorndale Fair book, which is avail-
able free at Sassy’s, Thorndale Farm 
Supplies, Thorndale Hardware, the 
library and the Thorndale Lions 
Community Centre, or online at 
www.thorndalefair.com/school-fair/. 

When it is time to take them to the 
fair, the process is easy. Either com-
plete the online entry form at www.
assistexpo.ca/thorndalefair or the 
paper version and hand it in at the 
registration area on Sept. 18 or Sept. 
19 from 6-8 p.m. The school fair 
committee encourages the children 
to assist in bringing in their own 
entries. Children can win money to 
spend at the fair. For ages older than 
Grade 5, they can exhibit their tal-
ents in the Youth Fair category un-
der the Homecraft Division.

Thorndale and Area Horticultural Society always 
learning something new

Countdown to September

The 2023 Thorndale Fall Fair school-fair display. Photo by Nancy Abra 
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By Tetiana Didkovska

Ukraine is a beautiful country with a 
long and fascinating history, boasting 
an incredible variety of architectural 
styles that vary from city to city. 

In this series of articles, we, as 
Ukrainian newcomers, aim to show-
case the beauty of Ukraine and ex-
press our gratitude to you, our dear 
readers, for supporting all Ukraini-
ans during these challenging times. 

Today, we would like to introduce 
you to the heart of Ukraine, a city 
with a 1,542-year-old history, Kyiv – 
the Ukrainian capital of freedom.

The legend of Kyiv’s foundation talks 
about three brothers, Kyi, Shchek and 
Khoryv, along with their sister, Lybid, 
who named the city after the eldest 
brother, Kyi in the fifth century. Even 
now, residents of Kyiv have not for-
gotten about their past and, on the 
hills of the city, stands a monument 
commemorating these founders, de-
picting the boat they sailed through 
the Dnipro River to the place where 
the city was established. 

Kyivites have a tradition. On their 
wedding day, they come to this mon-
ument and, standing with their backs 
to it, try to throw a bouquet of flow-
ers into the boat. It is believed those 
who can do this will live together 
happily ever after.

Kyiv is not only remarkable for its 
foundation story, but also for housing 
one of the oldest orthodox cathedrals 

in Europe, Saint Sophia Cathedral. 

Built from 1017-1037 by order and 
at the expense of Prince Yaroslav the 
Wise of Kyiv, it was named after Saint 
Sophia. The legend says that when 
the craftsmen were decorating the 
altar of the Saint Sophia Cathedral, 
a miracle occurred. The image of the 
Virgin Mary appeared on its own and 
shone brighter than the sun. From 
the lips of the newly appeared image 
of the Virgin Mary, a white dove flew 
out and ascended towards the image 
of the Savior. 

Initially the main church of the So-

phia Monastery (since 1638), it is 
now part of the National Reserve 
"Sofia of Kyiv" and a monument of 
Ukrainian architecture and monu-
mental painting from the 11th-18th 
centuries. Recognized as a UNES-
CO World Heritage Site in 1990 and 
again in 2023, it remains a treasure 
of Ukrainian heritage.

Not far from Sophia Cathedral, on 
Volodymyrska Street, is the famous 
Golden Gate which is not a bridge 
but an actual gate. It served as the 
main entrance to ancient Kyiv and is 
one of the oldest dated buildings in 

Eastern Europe. 

The reconstructed pavilion of the 
Golden Gate houses an exhibition 
dedicated to its history, existence and 
reconstruction. Some original parts 
of the gate remain, making it a sig-
nificant place for all Ukrainians and 
a popular tourist attraction. Once 
a fortification, it is now a favourite 
spot for romantic dates, casual strolls 
and hanging out with friends. 

Finally, we arrive at the most iconic 
place in Kyiv, Independence Square 
or Maidan Nezalezhnosti, along with 
Khreshchatyk Street. Known not 
only to Ukrainians but also around 
the world, this site was the centre of 
the 2014 fight for Ukrainian inde-
pendence and democracy. 

Since 2015, monuments have been 
erected on the Maidan to honour the 
heroes of the Heavenly Hundred, 
who died during the Revolution 
of Dignity. Before February 2022, 
Khreshchatyk Street hosted annual 
military parades on Independence 
Day (Aug. 24). The heart of Kyiv re-
mains popular among residents and 
visitors alike.

We could talk endlessly about Kyiv, 
but one thing is certain; even a week 
isn't enough to see all the city's 
sights. We hope that when Ukraine 
wins the war, everyone will be able 
to visit this incredible city peacefully 
and experience the warmth and hos-
pitality of Ukrainians.

UKRAINIAN CORNER:  Getting to know Kyiv, the heart of Ukraine

Some unique marvels in Kyiv, the heart of Ukraine. Contributed image

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N4X 1A6  
Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

www.samshomehardware.com Andrew L. Hodges  
Funeral Home Ltd.�

Serving St. Marys and area since 2003

47 Wellington Street South, St. Marys
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

519-284-2820

Offering personal and affordable funeral options,  
including burial, cremation and donation to science. 

Price list and preplanning information always  
available on our website or contact us  
to meet in person to discuss your wishes. 

PRESENTING

Optimist Club of 
Kirkton-Woodham

Community Service 
Award to 

Lucille McCurdy

Social 6:30 pm  |  Dinner 7:00 pm
Everyone welcome

Friday, September 13
at Kirkton-Woodham C.C

$35 tickets at Kirkton Market
or call 519-225-2778 or 226-377-1990 
or email rolandweber88@gmail.com
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Ask the Arborist
By Joel Hackett  |  519 272 5742 |  jtsquote@gmail.com

Dear Arborist,

I have a tree with big, gnarly 
bark; in the spring, it has little 
white flowers and it has lots of 
thorns like a rose bush. It also 
has little leaves. Do you know 
what kind of tree this is?

Sincerly

Debbie

----------------------------------

Dear Debbie,

Sounds like a Black Locust 
(Robinia pseudoacacia). Black 
Locust are a hardwood tree native 
to the Southern USA. They are 
invasive in our area, and tend 
to out-compete native species. 
The wood is very hard and rot 
resistant, so it is used for fence 
posts and other timbers, such as 

rail roads or mines. Almost all 
parts of the Black Locust are toxic 
and have been known to poison 
livestock. 

Additionally, the tree is known to 
grow to 80 ft tall. I have read it 
is the tallest legume in the world 
(pea family) and enriches the 
soil with nitrogen. Once again, 
even though it is categorized as a 
legume or pea, it is poisonous to 
humans and animals.

Sincerely

The Arborist

Joel Hackett is a certified Arborist 
residing in the St. Marys area. 
Currently, he spends most of the 
year running Joel’s Tree Service. 
For contact call 519 272 5742 or 
email jtsquote@gmail.com

Bryn Luckhardt, N.P.D
519-272-3408 • bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com

www.luckhardtlandworks.com
ST. MARYS, ONTARIO

FLOODING AND DRAINAGE ISSUES?
CALL US TO FIX THAT

As the weather grows 
cooler in the evenings 
and back to school is 
approaching, the fol-
lowing recipes take very 
little time to prepare but 
pack a punch in flavour. 

The barbeque sand-
wiches are great for a 
ready-to-eat meal for 
supper or an end-of-
summer gathering, the 
salad is comforting and 
great for a special meal 
and the cookie recipe is 
a fun twist on tradition-
al shortbread. I’m excit-
ed to explore more up-
coming fall recipes!

Bistro beef barbecue 
sandwiches

Prep: 25 minutes; Cook: 
8 hours; Serves: 16

1 ½ cups ketchup

½ cup brown sugar

½ cup picante sauce 
(smoother than regu-
lar salsa, Valentina is a 
good brand)

½ cup dry red wine

¼ cup balsamic vinegar

2 tbsp Worcestershire 
sauce

½ tsp salt

½ tsp pepper

¼ tsp ground allspice

1 beef sirloin roast (4 
lbs)

4 garlic cloves, sliced

16 kaiser rolls, split and 
toasted 

2 cups deli coleslaw

Method:

- Mix first nine ingredi-
ents. Cut roast in half; 
cut slits in roast and 
insert garlic. Place in a 
five-quart slow cook-
er. Pour sauce overtop. 
Cook covered on low 
until tender eight to 10 
hours. 

- Remove beef. Skim 
fat from cooking liq-
uid. Shred beef with 
two forks; return to 
slow cooker and heat 
through. Serve on rolls 
with coleslaw.

- Freeze option: freeze 
cooled mixture and 
sauce in freezer con-
tainers. To use: partial-
ly thaw in refrigerator 
overnight. Heat through 
in saucepan, stirring oc-
casionally. 

Bacon pear salad with 
parmesan dressing

Total Time: 15 minutes; 
Serves: 6

2 cups chopped leaf let-
tuce

2 cups chopped fresh 
kale

2 medium pears, thinly 
sliced

1 cup shredded Monte-
rey jack or mozzarella 
cheese

4 bacon strips, cooked 
and crumbled

Parmesan Garlic Dress-
ing:

¼ cup mayonnaise

1 tbsp Dijon mustard

2 tsp grated parmesan 
cheese

½ tsp garlic powder

1/8 tsp pepper

2-3 tbsp milk

Method:

- In a large bowl, com-
bine lettuce and kale. 
Top with pears, cheese 
of choice and bacon. 

- In a small bowl, whisk 
mayonnaise, mustard, 
parmesan cheese, gar-
lic powder and pep-
per. Gradually whisk in 
enough milk to reach 
desired consistency. 
Drizzle over salad and 
toss. 

Buttery potato chip 
cookies

Prep: 15 minutes; Bake: 
10 minutes per batch; 

Makes: 4 ½ dozen cook-
ies 

2 cups softened unsalt-
ed butter

1 cup sugar 

1 tsp vanilla extract

3 ½ cups flour

2 cups crushed potato 
chips (plain, brand of 
your choice)

¾ cup chopped walnuts

Method:

- Preheat oven to 350°F. 
In a large bowl, cream 
butter and sugar until 

light and fluffy, five to 
sevent minutes. Beat in 
vanilla. Gradually add 
flour to mixture and 
beat well. Stir in potato 
chips and walnuts. 

- Drop mixture by 
rounded tablespoons 
two inches apart onto 
ungreased baking 
sheets or use parchment 
paper to cover bak-
ing sheets. Bake 10-12 
minutes or until lightly 
browned. Cool two min-
utes before removing 
from pan to wire racks. 

EAT AT OUR HOUSE: End of Summer Recipes

By Lauren Eedy

BE IN THE KNOW!
Get the Latest 

Edition Delivered 
Straight to Your 

Inbox!
granthaven.com/st-marys-independent

St. Marys Independent
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

A milk shake!

What do you call a 

dancing cow?

Joey Smith (3)

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 
appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Riddles
Why are cooks 

cruel?

Because they whip 
cream and beat 

eggs

How is bubble gum 
similar to a Wookie?

It's Chewy.

How do you know 
carrots are good for 

your eyes?

Have you ever seen 
a rabbit wearing 

glasses?

What do you call a 
person with a tree 

for a briefcase?

A branch manager.

What do you call 
a pig that does 

karate?

Pork Chop

What did the 
running ketchup 

said to the walking 

ketchup?

"Catch up"

How do you make a 
Kleenex dance?

You put a little 
boogie in it

Where do horses go 
when they are sick?

HORSEpital.

What did the baker 
give his wife for 

their anniversary?

Flour.

What is a cat's 
favorite color?

PURRple

Did you hear about 
the man who got his 

left arm cut off?

 He's all right now.

What do you call a 
polar bear in the 

desert?

Lost.

Our Pet of the Week is Pekoe who is 
approximately nine weeks old. He was 

found outside and the Jones family were 
quick to adopt him. Pekoe loves to snuggle 

and be with his new family, and enjoys 
playing with the kids and Nora, their dog.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK
Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is 
pleased to be the sponsor of the 

Preparing your pet for 
back to School 

Determine Bathroom Breaks 
While cats and small critters may be self-sufficient with their 
bathroom needs, during back to school dogs require regular 

breaks. The frequency depends on factors like your dog’s age 
and habits. Before school starts, determine how long your 

dog can stay home alone before needing a bathroom break. 

PET OF THE WEEK

 

 

 

 

 

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys- Word Search -

Quarry swim
Historic

Hall of Fame
Stonetown
Limestone

Thames River
Trout Creek

Churchs
Museum

Grand Trunk 
trail

Public library
Downtown
Shopping

Opera house

VISIT THE TOWN OF ST. MARYS

Word List

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth
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Let’s be honest here; there 
are a lot of reasons to plan a 
trip to Walt Disney World in 
Florida, and also, a few rea-
sons not to. After all, Disney 
is expensive, it’s always busy, 
lineups can be long and mer-
chandizing is ubiquitous.

On the other hand, Disney is 
fun, especially for an adult 
willing to abandon any pre-
tence of sophistication and 
spend a day or two celebrat-
ing his or her inner nerd.

I use that term knowing it 
may sound a bit insulting. 
But I am claiming it myself. 
And what else could you call 
someone who rushes through 
the streets of Disney World to 
ride a space ship piloted by 
C-3PO, or to thrill at a stunt 
show based on Indiana Jones, 
or to take a boat trip through 
the animatronic world of the 
Pirates of the Caribbean, or, 
for that matter, to giggle my 
way through the MuppetVi-
sion3D show?

Nerd, right?

Now, clearly I am not alone. 
Orlando’s Walt Disney World 
is the most-visited vacation 
resort in the world. Over 58 

million people show up at the 
attraction every year.

And let me say this right here: 
in my opinion, some of those 
people should not be visit-
ing. I’m referring to young 
families who have planned 
their visits while their chil-
dren were still in the plan-
ning stage and now can’t wait 
to get to Disney, where they 
push two-year-olds around 
in strollers and try to quiet 
crying toddlers as they wait 
in line to discover that “it’s a 
small world, after all.”

I’m not saying they should 
not go to Disney; I simply 
suggest they wait until the 
kids are all old enough to ac-
tually enjoy the place. Then, 
have a ball!

Now, kids aside, Disney can 
be a lot of fun for adults as 
well. Even some of the attrac-
tions designed for children 
can be enjoyed by the grey-
haired cohort, like the stage 
shows (we saw Beauty and 
the Beast), which are always 
well-produced and well-per-
formed.

But if you are willing to sur-
render to the fantasy, those 
nostalgic attractions like the 
several Star Wars features 
and The Muppets movie are 
a whole lot of fun. I mention 
these, particularly, because 
Disney has accomplished 
something that seems count-
er-productive; the designers 
have made waiting in line 
fun.

With the ride, Star Tours: The 
Adventure Continues, you 
make your way in the queue 
among active droids and oth-

er Star Wars features un-
til you eventually reach the 
flight simulator, which takes 
you on a convincingly excit-
ing and action-packed voy-
age in space.

With MuppetVision3D, the 
wait in the entrance lobby 
is almost as entertaining as 
the 3D movie/live-action ex-
perience awaiting in the ac-
tual theatre. As guests loiter 
in the lobby, sundry Muppet 
characters – chief among 
them, Gonzo, Bean Bunny 
and, of course, Kermit and 
Miss Piggy – are in a frenzy to 
prepare for the show you’re 
about to see. Naturally, may-
hem ensues and I giggle.

There were plenty of other 
features that we enjoyed at 
Disney. The name, the “Indi-
ana Jones Epic Stunt Spec-
tacular,” may sound like hype, 
but the show honestly lives 
up to the promo. The stunts 
echo many of the famous ac-
tion scenes in Raiders of the 
Lost Ark, and they are the 
real deal. Falls, fire, explo-
sions and fights carry Indi-
ana Jones fans – nerds like 
me – right back into the heart 
of the Harrison Ford adven-
tures.

Pirates of the Caribbean is 
an intriguing ride, especially 
if you know the history. The 
ride first debuted at Califor-
nia’s Disneyland in 1967, one 
of the last Disneyland attrac-
tions where its development 
was overseen by Walt Disney 
himself. Decades later, the 
first Pirates of the Caribbe-
an film was created based on 
the ride! The initial film was 
released in 2003, launching 

a highly successful mov-
ie franchise. There are now 
five Pirates of the Caribbean 
movies, the latest released 
in 2017, all starring Johnny 
Depp as the pirate, Jack Spar-
row.

Three years after the first 
movie was released, the Jack 
Sparrow character was added 
to the Disney ride and, as we 
drifted on our boat through 
the piratical world, Jack Spar-
row popped up a few times.

So, to sum up, the ride came 
first, inspiring the movies, 
which inspired a change to 
the ride!

One other ride that we thor-
oughly enjoyed despite the 
typical waiting line was the 
Big Thunder Mountain Rail-
road. Here, too, my inner 
nerd emerged in full form. It’s 
been a while since I road a 
roller coaster, but in the days 
of my youth (lo those many 
years ago), I loved them.

Turns out, I still do and Big 
Thunder Mountain Railroad 
is an authentic, spine-shak-
ing, gasp-inducing, old-fash-
ioned coaster, just right to 
satiate my nostalgic appetite.

So, can adults have fun at 
Disney? Absolutely, but bring 
your patience and your gold 
card, and check the details of 
scheduling and accommoda-
tions. We stayed at the Marri-
ott Village, which advertised 
a shuttle service which ran 
only on a very limited sched-
ule. So, we opted for Uber 
and made our way to and 
from Disney efficiently and 
inexpensively.

And when you’re there, say hi 
to Kermit for me, would you?

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and President of 
the Travel Media Association 
of Canada. To contact Paul 
about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net. 

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Embracing my inner nerd at Disney

By Paul Knowles

The iconic "Cinderella Castle" at Disney World in Orlando. Pho-
tos by Paul Knowles

Adult visitors to Disney will especially enjoy the nostalgic but thrilling feel of the 
Thunder Mountain Railroad roller coaster.

The Disney paddlewheeler can provide a nice break from the bustling crowds 
throughout the iconic theme park.
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A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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For Hall Rentals 
call 519-271-5343

Sun. Aug. 18 - Barry Smith, Stratford   $50.00

Mon. Aug. 19 - Sonya McKay, Stratford   $50.00

Tues. Aug. 20 - Melissa Townsend, Kitchener  $50.00

Wed. Aug. 21 - Susan Koert, St. Pauls   $50.00

Thur. Aug. 22 - Amanda Rohrer, Stratford  $50.00

Fri. Aug. 23 - Chris Schauer, Stratford   $50.00

Sat. Aug. 24 - Scott & Nana Simons, Stratford  $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
 www.fraserpaving.ca

THANK YOU

Brunsdon
I would like to take the time to thank everyone for 
their hard work, time, donations and generosity on 
July 27/24 for a successful golf day.
Thanks to Rhonda, Jason and all their staff at Sci-
ence Hill Golf and Country Club for an amazing 
course and a fantastic meal afterwards.
To Dave Zehr and all of his volunteers for the well 
organized day that went off without a hitch. Also, 
thanks to Kerry Vergeer for coming out and taking 
so many wonderful pictures. 
To all my friends and family for taking the time to 
join me in making everlasting memories and for all 
the laughs.
Thank you
Garry Brunsdon "Bull"

OBITUARY

Kennedy
Douglas “Doug” Kennedy, with 
family and a few close friends 
by his side, passed away on 
Thursday August 15, 2024, at 
Huron Shores Hospice, Tiver-
ton, in his 70th year.
Beloved husband of Cathy 
Alcombrack.
Proud father of Jeff Kennedy 

of St. Marys, Jon Alcombrack (Emily) of Renfrew and 
Jeff Alcombrack of Kincardine.
Cherished grandpa of Owen Hearn of Stratford, Jack 
Alcombrack and Morgan Alcombrack of Renfrew.
Survived by his brothers Richard of St. Marys and 
Bob (Kathie) of Ocala, Florida. Brother and sister in-
laws, Bill and Susan Pym of Port Elgin, Elaine Pym 
of Kincardine, Jane Pym and Lorne Power of Sarnia, 
Kim Crickett-Pym of Penticton BC and Richard Pym of 
Kincardine.
Fondly remembered by Lil and her son Vince Marziali, 
his extended family, several nieces and nephews and 
many friends.
Predeceased by his parents Alan and Marjorie Kenne-
dy, in-laws Jack and Grace Pym, brothers-in-law John 
Pym, Donald Pym, and sister-in-law Marion Pym.
Doug, to put it simply, was community; he cared about 
his town and the people who lived there.  He partici-
pated, organized and worked to make his community 
a better place. He was greatly admired and will be 
missed by all those who knew him.
A Memorial Service, to honour Doug’s life will be held 
on Sunday, September 1, 2024 at 1:00 p.m. at the Da-
vidson Centre-Gymnasium Hall (601 Durham Street, 
Kincardine). Doug’s “final fundraiser” aka reception 
will be in the Davidson Centre-Kincardine Hall, imme-
diately following the service.
At Doug’s request, please wear your favorite sports 
jersey.
Private family interment, Kincardine Cemetery
Memorial donations in Doug’s memory to the Kin-
cardine and Community Health Care Foundation or 
Huron Shores Hospice would be appreciated by his 
family.
Portrait and memorial online at www.daveylinklaterfu-
neralhome.com

ANNOUNCEMENT

Michael and Diane O’Shea
August 24, 1974

With love and continued blessings from your family
Jamie & Mel and Blake

Jeremy & Belinda, Mallory, Indie & Ripley
Shannon & Mark, McKenna, Sheamus & Maclean

Colleen & Luc and Greta

Happy 50th Anniversary

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM

Have you been affected by someone else’s drinking?
Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU! Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or App Available

IN MEMORIAM

Doyle
May the road rise up to meet you.

May the wind be always at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face,

the rains fall soft upon your fields 
and until we meet again, 

may God hold you in the palm of His hand.
An Irish toast to the late Frank Doyle who left us 

one year ago on August 21st.
From your friends at the Independent Newspaper

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
PERTH REGIMENT VETERANS

BRANCH 236 ST MARYS

HOURS
TUE – FRI 3PM - CLOSE (approx 5pm

SAT NOON - CLOSE (after meat draw)

SUN & MON - CLOSED

MEAT DRAW EVERY SAT AT 
5 PM, DRAWS FOR 20 MEAT 

PRIZES, PLUS A 50/50 DRAW

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE HALL FOR RENT
66 CHURCH STREET NORTH, 

ST MARYS 519 284-2267
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LOOKING
BACK

Bobbing craze
By Amy Cubberley

25 years ago (1999)

Barry Forman, a junior in the Exercise and Sport Sci-
ence program at Spring Arbor University in Michi-
gan has been named to the Dean’s List. Barry is the 
son of Lyn and Karen Forman of St. Marys.

A two-on-two volleyball tournament is scheduled 
for the Quarry on August 21 and 22. Cost of admis-
sion is entry to the Quarry. Jeff Richardson is taking 
registrations.

After 60 years of service to St. Marys, the Nora Clench 
Chapter IODE is disbanding. The branch still had 14 
members but the decision announced this week has 
been planned for about a year.

50 years ago (1974)

The new addition now under construction at the rear 
of the Golden Yolk Co plant on Thames Road, West 
Ward, will be used primarily for production of dried 
egg powder. It will be the only plant producing such 
a product east of Winnipeg, according to reports.

Resuscitatory Anne will make a guest appearance 
at the local swim quarry this Sunday afternoon. The 
plastic, or maybe rubber, damsel will be used in con-
nection with a St. John Ambulance Save-A-Life pro-
gram slated for the popular swim spot.

The last day for tender submission on the 32-unit 
Senior Citizen Apartment building slated for Queen 
Street West is August 29. Numerous contractors have 
shown interest in tendering.

75 years ago (1949)

The Lion-sponsored St. Marys Golf Club has 249 
members so far this year. The Lions Golf Commit-
tee hopes to gain at least one more to break the 250 
mark.

The new vault for the Bank of Toronto will soon be 
taking shape in the rear of that building. Workmen 
have removed the former stairway to the apartment 
above the bank and are now preparing the forms for 
the steel and concrete structure.

Last Saturday, some of St. Marys’ more stalwart 
swimmers traveled to London to represent our fair 
town in the annual Western Ontario Playgrounds 
Swim Meet. The swimmers were Jacqui Fort, Ron 
May, Doug Parkin, John Bettridge, Ted Courtnage, 
Jack Noble, and Hugh Simpson.

100 years ago (1924)

The Journal office received a pleasant call from Mr. 
F.W. Aylesworth, the new Principal of the St. Marys 
Public Schools on Tuesday. Mr. Aylesworth has just 
moved to town with his wife and family and house-
hold furniture. He is a genial chap with a wide 
knowledge of his profession, having been Principal 
of Lindsay Central School and both Strathmore and 
Victoria Public Schools in Owen Sound.

Many young men in American cities are learning the 
barber trade to supply the labour demands the bob-
bing craze has brought about.

A local man was hailed before Police Magistrate 
Butcher on Monday afternoon, charged with inde-
cent exposure. He was found guilty, placed on parole, 
and paid a $50 fine with costs.

COLUMN

168 SPA
Nails & Waxing

Acrylic/Gel
Shellac

Manicure
Pedicure

Monday - Friday 9:30am - 5pm, Saturday 9:30am - 1pm., Closed Sunday

Phone 226-661-4168
104 Queen St. E. St. Marys, On. N4X 1A3

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library 

Cooking Club is returning from its summer break on 
Tuesday, September 3 at 10:30 a.m. Converse with fel-
low cooks about the current topic, the late-summer fruit 
with oodles of potential (and the name of Charlie XCX’s 
summer hit), the beloved apple. Interested in attend-
ing? Please contact the Library to receive the Zoom link.

This Week’s Recommendation 

While the word “ate” is the past tense of eat, it has also 
come to mean doing a good job at something. “She ate” 
is a common phrase used to describe drag queens who 
are at the top of their game. One such queen is Sasha 
Velour. After shooting to stardom with their memora-
ble Drag Race win a few years back, Velour has made 
it their mission to show the world how incredible and 
freeing drag can be. In “The Big Reveal: An Illustrat-
ed Manifesto of Drag”, Velour discusses their personal 
journey with self-expression while detailing the broad-
er history of the art form. Read “The Big Reveal” in hard 
copy form or listen to Velour narrate the eAudiobook 
version via Libby. Place a hold today!

Up This Week

Fri., Aug. 23: Stone Home Creatives Workshop* (11 a.m.)

Sat., Aug. 24: Dungeons and Dragons (10 a.m.)

Mon., Aug. 26: Open 10:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Tues., Aug. 27: Tuesday Book Club* (11 a.m.)

Wed., Aug. 28: EarlyON Play and Read (9:30-10 a.m.), 
Mahjong Intro (1-2 p.m.), Mahjong! (2-4 p.m.)

Thurs., Aug. 29: Open 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

*Registration Required

Straight from the Shelves

Sudoku

Id: 141907

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 29

1 2 6
6 5 1

5 8
4 9 5

3 7 8 2
8 6 1 3

1 4 6
2 8 5 9

8 1 9

Solution
9 1 3 7 8 5 4 2 6

8 6 5 2 1 4 9 7 3

7 4 2 6 9 3 5 8 1

4 9 7 3 6 2 1 5 8

5 3 1 9 7 8 6 4 2

2 8 6 5 4 1 3 9 7

1 7 9 4 2 6 8 3 5

3 2 8 1 5 9 7 6 4

6 5 4 8 3 7 2 1 9

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

Solutions on page 31

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

FERN PRIDHAM – Real Estate Broker

519 274 2885
fernpridham@gmail.com STONETOWN

TRAVEL

JOURNEY THROUGH THE CLOUDSJOURNEY THROUGH THE CLOUDS
MAY 7 - 15, 2025MAY 7 - 15, 2025

Wilmot Recreation Centre (New Hamburg): September 5, 2 p.m.
Pyramid Recreation Centre (St. Marys): September 5, 7 p.m.

To RSVP, email stew@stonetowntravel.com or call our offices at either 
226-333-9939 (New Hamburg) or 519-284-2332 (St. Marys).

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 

519-284-2332
agent@stonetowntravel.com

TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9

226-333-9939
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 

TICO #50025796

GROUP TRAVEL GROUP TRAVEL 
INFORMATION SESSIONINFORMATION SESSION  

Come join us in either New Hamburg or St. Marys on Thursday, Come join us in either New Hamburg or St. Marys on Thursday, 
September 5th to learn more about the following group trips September 5th to learn more about the following group trips 

offered in 2025:offered in 2025:

Avonbank Community 
Cemetery Decoration 

Service
Sunday August 25, 2024 

at 2:30pm
Receipts for donations over $20 available 

on Saturday & Sunday
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163 Queen St. E
 OFFICE: 519-284-4646 ▲ peakselectrealty@gmail.com

Sue Fowler  519-272-6961 - Broker/Manager
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Cathie Szmon  519-272-6019 - Broker of Record
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Kristine Tanner 519-274-4098 - Broker
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Sue Fulop 519-281-4543 - Broker

DEEP CLEANING
REGULAR CLEANING
MOVE OUT/MOVE IN
RESIDENTIAL
AIRBNB
POST PARTY

BOOK NOW
 226-880-0281
 437-235-3520

Contact Us :

CLEANING
SERVICES

SERVICE.U.CLEAN@GMAIL.COM

BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICAL

HVAC

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL

CLEANING

�����������������������������������
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����������������������������������

Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

BIN RENTAL OR FULL JUNK REMOVAL

519-284-2221
www.diamonddisposal.ca
info@diamonddisposal.ca
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PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations

MORTGAGE

SENIORS

CLEANING

WINDOW CLEANING

TREE SERVICE

TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT
���������������������������
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SEAMSTRESS
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INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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MUSIC

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!
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LIST WITH CHRIS!

Hiller Realty Brokerage
100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101

Chris Evans, Broker

listwithchris@wightman.ca

RETAIL
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Available now:
Ladies jockey briefs, buttons, gutermann 
thread, DMC embroidery floss, and more.

JOEL’S TREE SERVICE

www.joelstreeservice.com

Trimming, Removals, Stumps, 
Fertilizing

519-272-5742

ECRA/ESA# 7016671

GREAT SERVICE 
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
Full Service Electrical Solutions 

226-921-1739
info@hugheselectricalsolutions.com
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Have you been affected by 
someone else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU! Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or App Available

HELP WANTED

QUIZ ANSWERS
1. Underground passages

2. Clumps of dirt/sand

3. Gamma radiation

4. St. John’s, Newfoundland

5. 300,000 km/sec

6. Hugh Jackman

7. The Chainsmokers

8. 1970

9. The sunflower

10. Saint Joseph

SPONSORED BY:
McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St E
Founding and Forever partner of 

Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the Stonetown Crier 
on Page 5
St. Marys Public Library events – See Page 29
Friday, August 23
- Woodstock Fair
- A.N.A.F. meat draw – 6 p.m.
Saturday, August 24
- Woodstock Fair
- St. Marys Farmers Market at Milt Dunnell Field – 8 a.m. to 
Noon. 
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 p.m.
Sunday, August 25
- Woodstock Fair
- Lakeside Cemetery decoration day
- Avonbank Community Cemetery decoration service – 
2:30 p.m.
Wednesday, August 28
- Melodies at the Museum featuring York Street Thought 
Process at Cadzow Park – 7 p.m.

THE WEEK AHEADTHE WEEK AHEADCLASSIFIED ADS
Wanted
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs.  Jazz, Blues, 
Rock, Pop, Fold, Soundtracks, and more.  Selectively buying 
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment.  For more 
information:  Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 
226-972-5750

CLASSIFIED ADS

Wanted
A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes. 
Phone 519-284-3774

Wanted to buy
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko 
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.
Are you downsizing or need an estate clean out?  We can help.
Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

Trees
Shade trees, Fruit trees, Apple, Pears, Peaches, Plums, 
Sweet and Sour Cherries, Apricot, Nectarines, Blueberry, 
Haskopp, Black Chokeberry, Grapes etc. 
Lots of Spruce, Pine, Cedars for windbreaks and privacy 
hedges, Sizes 1 to 6+.
Flowering shrubs and much more.
Come check us out Mon-Sat 7:00am - 6:00pm
Martin's Nursery 42661 Orangehill Road
Wroxeter (1 concession north of Wroxeter on Belmore Line)

Wanted
International W4, W6 or other old International tractors
Call 519-424-2231 in the evening.

For Sale
Looking for nice wedding gift ideas? Check the following
Noritaki China Table Setting  8 Plus (Belle Forte Pattern), 2 
Swan Candle holders, 2 Glass candle holders, stainless steel 
silverware in box (8 person), crystal glasses, bowls, wine de-
canter, 3 pc fruit plaque set, 2 tier wood spice rack, H.B. table 
top grill.
Krohler Oak Dining set (table plus 2 leaves, 7 chairs, 2 pc 
buffet)
Gold scroll edge mirror
3 pc Patio Set (table and 2 swivel chairs)
Baldwin Band organ
Phone 519-273-0853 or 519-271-3494

Wanted
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles.
Coca Cola, Pepsi or any pop company.
Brewery items - Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc.
Old radios and gramophones, wristwatches, pocket watches, 
old fruit jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans and 
signs - Red Indian, Supertest etc. Any small furniture. 
If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact me - 
519-570-6920.

For Sale
Men's left handed golf clubs, bag and pull cart, extra clubs.
Please call 519-284-1481

Sudoku

Id: 141907

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 29

1 2 6
6 5 1

5 8
4 9 5

3 7 8 2
8 6 1 3

1 4 6
2 8 5 9

8 1 9

Solution
9 1 3 7 8 5 4 2 6

8 6 5 2 1 4 9 7 3

7 4 2 6 9 3 5 8 1

4 9 7 3 6 2 1 5 8

5 3 1 9 7 8 6 4 2

2 8 6 5 4 1 3 9 7

1 7 9 4 2 6 8 3 5

3 2 8 1 5 9 7 6 4

6 5 4 8 3 7 2 1 9

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS Country Antiques 
and Treasures

15 Mile Road
East of Highbury Ave N

Phone 519-225-2609
Cell 519-630-7930

E-Mail ksparkinson@quadro.net
Quality rugs, door mats, wood signs, home 
décor, Watkins Products, honey and eggs

Are You A Newcomer 
To The St. Marys Area?
The friends of the library has a FREE Welcome 

Package for you to pick up at the library!
• Recreation Info
• Health & Wellness

• Gifts + MORE
• Maps

• Local Services
• Coupons

St. Marys Public Library, 15 Church St. 519-284-3346

SUBMIT YOUR
MEMORIAM, THANK 
YOU, OBITUARY, OR 

ANNOUNCEMENT
Email us at

info@stmarysindependent.com
or call 519-284-0041

St. Marys Independent
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YOU PAY WHAT WE PAY   |   www.stmarysford.com


