
By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
reporter

This May long weekend is always an ea-
gerly anticipated event, but it also comes 
at a time when farmers are beginning the 
spring planting season.

That means there will be more cars on the 
road in addition to tractors and other large 
farm equipment as farmers move between 
fields and farms to get their crops plant-
ed. The Ontario Federation of Agriculture 
(OFA) has launched an awareness 

campaign for farmers and motorists to 
help all of us prevent accidents. 

Tracey Arts is an OFA director and Zorra 
Township farmer and explained this 
weekend will be an active one for motor-
ists and farmers alike. 

“It’s the time of year but there will be more 
people driving, going to cottages, visiting 
friends, and the long weekend is a nice 
time to take the family on a mini vacation. 
We will see an increase in the number of 
vehicles in rural areas.” 

She added increased traffic combined 
with the start of the corn-planting season 
means a busy time for everyone sharing 
the road. 

“We are trying to get that crop in and we 
are on a time constraint. We are all busy, 
we are all in a hurry. We aren’t on the 
roads because we want to be, it’s because 
we have to be there to get to our fields.”

The OFA would like everyone to take a 
step back and consider what it means for 

peopleCare being 
proactive in human 
resources as they 
ready for growth
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There were lots of amazing photos taken in the area Friday night before midnight as the Northern Lights put on quite a show. This photo 
was taken outside of Shakespeare by Sophie West.

Motorists and farmers urged to heed 
road safety this holiday weekend
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By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
reporter

According to the Canadian Press, Ontario 
will need 33,200 more nurses and 50,853 
more personal support workers by 2032. 

If those numbers aren’t scary enough, 
the Ontario Long-Term Care Association 
(OLTCA) said that by 2029, the prov-
ince’s long-term care homes will require 
at least  58,600 more nurses and person-
al support workers. Those huge increas-
es are needed to meet increased hours of 
care and support for residents with an in-
crease in beds across the province.

Either way you look at it, the health-care 
system, already stretched when it comes to 
human-resources challenges, faces an up-
hill battle to staff homes and provide care 
to some of the most vulnerable members 
of society. 

Despite the overwhelming statistics, one 
long-term care provider with deep roots 
in Tavistock is confident they will be able 
to meet the growing need for health-care 
staff. peopleCare is building a new home 
in the town behind the current facility, a 
project that will see a 100-bed home grow 
to 128 beds. With that, comes an increase 
in staffing needs. 

“With the addition of 28 new beds, we 
need to hire over 40 new staff. Mainly reg-
istered practical nurses and personal sup-
port workers but also dietary, housekeep-
ing and laundry,” said the home’s executive 
director, Deb Wettlaufer. 

The home is actively recruiting and 
Wettlaufer sells the small-town charm to 
prospective employees. 

“Tavistock is such a nice place to live in 
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motorists and farmers to share the road. 

“We aren’t there to be mean, we aren’t 
there to make you have a crappy day and 
slow you down. Our tractors aren’t made 
to go 100 km/hr. They are made to go 40 
or less because we don’t need to do that 
in a field,” she added. “Slow down, take a 
deep breath and think, ‘Hey, these are the 
people who provide food. They also have 
families to get home to.”

Arts explained farm machinery legally 
cannot drive any faster than 40 km/hr. 
Many sideroads in Oxford County like the 
16th Line don’t have shoulders, making it 
nearly impossible to pass a large tractor. 
Arts said they aren’t even legally allowed 
to pull off to the side of the road to allow 
people to pass. Const. Randi Crawford is 
the Oxford OPP media relations consta-
ble and said those driving farm machin-
ery need to follow rules just like any other 
driver.

“If a farm vehicle has a slow-moving 

vehicle sign visible, that means the vehicle 
can only travel at 40 km/hr. Other motor-
ists must slow down and can only pass or 
overtake the farm vehicle only when it is 
safe to do. When displaying a slow-mov-
ing vehicle sign, speeds cannot exceed 40 
km/hr.”

She added police also have a message for 
drivers as the long weekend approaches. 

“The OPP advise all drivers, including 
farmers, to be mindful of their driving be-
haviours and make sure they are follow-
ing the rules of the road and that their ve-
hicles are in good, safe, working condition. 
Drivers are encouraged to allow extra 
time when travelling on the long weekend 
and to be considerate of other drivers on 
the roads.”

Crawford added farmers have a job to 
do and motorists need to get to and from 
their jobs. 

“It is imperative we all work together to 
share the roads.” 

According to federal government data, 
slow-moving vehicles are 3.8 to 4.8 times 
more likely to be involved in a fatal colli-
sion per kilometre on the road than other 
motor vehicles. Passenger vehicles incor-
rectly passing farm equipment can result 
in serious accidents or death, with sta-
tistics showing eight out of 10 accidents 
occur during the day and seven out of 10 
occur in dry road conditions. Arts said she 
doesn’t want to see any more deaths. 

“That’s the reality. These accidents can be 
fatal and it isn’t worth your life for that 
extra few minutes. How many times have 
you passed a vehicle or had a vehicle pass 
you and you’ve met at the next stop sign? 
A farmer doesn’t travel that far on the 
road to get to the field and letting them 
turn into it won’t take that much time for 
you.”

COMMUNITY —
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and work in. It’s a small, quiet community. 
We’re always reaching out to students and 
others who haven’t experienced it to share 
how rewarding it is to be in long-term care 
and care for seniors.” 

Wettlaufer has put in 40 years at the com-
pany’s Tavistock location and mentioned 
EZTransit, a pilot program that started 
in January as another recruitment tool. It 
offers free transportation from Tavistock 
to Woodstock, but it is only committed to 
run until the end of May when East Zorra-
Tavistock council will decide whether to 
continue it. The home also expects 20 in-
ternationally educated nurses (IENs) to 
join the team in Tavistock sometime in 
August.

“When the new peopleCare Tavistock 
home opens later this fall, we will be 100 
per cent ready with the team of engaged, 
skilled and caring people we need to meet 
our residents’ needs,” she added.

The Gazette asked peopleCare if there is 
more the provincial and federal govern-
ments could be doing to help with the stag-
gering numbers of skilled workers needed 
in the sector. Sheena Campbell is the com-
pany’s vice president of communications 

and engagement and said she gives the 
province credit for the continued invest-
ments to help alleviate staffing issues such 
as funding for education, training and en-
hancing student-clinical placements. 

“We’ve been advocating with the feder-
al government for immigration pathways 
in relation to IENs and displaced health-
care workers in refugee circumstances, 
for example, to make it easier to register 
in Canada. We’re also exploring with our 
provincial partners how to better support 
IENs to get their registration and classifi-
cation in Ontario quicker.”

Jeremy Zinger is peopleCare’s vice pres-
ident of long-term care operations and 
he sits on the Ontario Long Term Care 
Association’s (OLTCA) human resources 
taskforce. He explained the company has 
been taking a proactive approach.

“The fact that we have health human-re-
source challenges happening across 
Canada and around the world is well 
known. peopleCare is committed to creat-
ing innovative staffing solutions that build 
and enhance the pool of skilled and car-
ing health-care workforce in collaboration 
with government and other partners.”

He added the company is working to 

maximize all avenues to recruit new staff 
immediately, build a future pipeline of 
talent and create sustainable retention 
solutions for our existing and new Homes. 
They have also established a decided HR 
recruitment specialist role in each home.

“They manage the day-to-day tasks and 
work with the team to implement strat-
egies, with a strong focus on attracting 
and hiring students, academic and immi-
gration partnerships that build capacity 
upstream, and an enhanced employee en-
gagement strategy.”

peopleCare has put resources into bring-
ing IENs to Ontario as they are building 
new homes and redeveloping existing 
ones. 

“All our new homes we intend to bring in 
highly skilled, experienced international-
ly educated nurses. They work as PSWs in 
our homes for two years while we support 
them to get their credentials to practice as 
nurses in Ontario,” said Jenn Killing, the 
company’s vice president of quality, re-
search and strategic partnerships.

Killing, a Tavistock resident, said with the 
company’s growing number of long-term 
care beds they have to focus closely on 
recruitment.  

“When we looked ahead to opening more 
new homes in a short timeframe, we knew 
we had to maximize all avenues to re-
cruit new staff immediately, build a future 
pipeline of talent and create sustainable 
retention solutions for our existing and 
new homes.”

The new peopleCare Tavistock home is 
expected to welcome residents by mid-fall.

Deb Wettlaufer has been with peopleCare for 
40 years and is a part of the recruiting team 
for the company. Contributed photo

peopleCare takes proactive HR approach for growth readiness

OFA wants everyone to prioritize road safety

Tracey Arts, Oxford County’s Ontario Federation of Agriculture representative, is preparing 
to plant corn on her farm in Zorra Township. Photo courtesy of Tracey Arts

Continued from page 1



3Thursday, May 16 , 2024The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

$4499
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 12.99

$$$

6.5” WIDE6.5” WIDE
WHITE OAK WHITE OAK 

ENGINEERED HARDWOODENGINEERED HARDWOOD

H OT D E A L S !H OT D E A L S !

7’ X 10”7’ X 10”
AREA RUGS AREA RUGS 

STARTING FROMSTARTING FROM

$$199199NOT EXACTLY
AS SHOWN

NO TAX!

100% WATERPROOF100% WATERPROOF
LAMINATELAMINATE

$$119999
PER SQ FT
REG 4.99

LUXURY LUXURY 
VINYL PLANKSVINYL PLANKS

5MM THICK5MM THICK

$$114949
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 4.99

SUBWAYSUBWAY
TILESTILES

$$119999
FROM PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

3/7” COLONIAL 3/7” COLONIAL 
BASEBOARDSBASEBOARDS

9999¢¢
FROM /LIN 

FOOT

IN STOCK

HARDWOODHARDWOOD
STAIRTREADSTAIRTREAD

$$49499999
FROM EACH

IN STOCK

13” X 13”13” X 13”
PORCELAINPORCELAIN

TILESTILES

9999¢¢
FROM /SQ FT

3.99

IN STOCK

24” X 24”24” X 24”
PORCELAINPORCELAIN

TILESTILES
$$119999

FROM

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 
MON-FRI 9AM-8PM SAT9-6 SUN10-5

F U L L Y  S T O C K E D !F U L L Y  S T O C K E D !
BIGGESTBIGGESTON THE BLOCK! BLOCK! 

VINYL &VINYL &
 LAMINATE  LAMINATE 

MOULDINGSMOULDINGS
100’S OF 100’S OF 

COLOURSCOLOURS
 IN STOCK! IN STOCK!

HOT HOT 
DEALDEAL

HOT HOT 
DEALDEAL

HOT HOT 
DEALDEAL

HOT HOT 
DEALDEAL

HOT HOT 
DEALDEAL

IN STOCK HOT HOT 
DEALDEAL

HOT HOT 
DEALDEAL

IN STOCK
HOT HOT 
DEALDEAL

IN STOCK

COMMUNITY —
Show us your Wilmot

Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook group member John Kroisenbrunner recently shared this 
photo of the water wheel in New Hamburg lit up at night. Photo courtesy of Show Us Your 
Wilmot

With over 30 years of dedicated travel 
agency experience we provide personalized 

customer service. 

From guided tours, river cruises and custom 
groups we offer a variety of holiday options.  

We are here to help craft the trip of your 
dreams.

STONETOWN
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210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9

TICO #50025796

226-333-9939
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com

www.stonetowntravel.com 

Discover the world, one trip at a time
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By Gary West

Members of Perth County OPP have em-
barked on a program to liaison more with the 
general public.

The program is called Coffee with a Cop 
and, last week, police officers were at the 
Wild Hog family market east of Stratford on 
Highway 7 and 8.

There were four officers inside the market 
and they were kept busy answering ques-
tions from marketgoers pertaining to police 
work in Perth County.

With the advent of police week, the officers 
said they are connecting with the public and 
answering questions they may have regard-
ing police work in the area.

This is the fifth month they have been doing 
the informal coffee meet and greets and said 
they have been well received and have an-
swered many of the questions and concerns 
voiced by those who drop by.

Const. Beth Hanlon, who is also the Perth 
County OPP’s media relations officer, said 
they have tried to go to various small towns 
in the county the second Thursday of each 
month between 10 and 11 a.m.

Those towns   include Milverton, Listowel, 
Mitchell and Monkton, and they sometimes 
meet at McDonalds or Tim Hortons, too, in 
various area municipalities.

Their next Coffee with a Cop will be June 13 
at McDonalds in Mitchell between 10 and 11 
a.m.

They are hoping the public in the area will 
drop by and meet the various OPP officers 
with their questions or concerns.

Coffee with a Cop hosted in Perth County

Pictured from left are Perth County OPP Const. Beth Hanlon, Sgt. Barry Cookson, Wild Hog market owner/manager Wendy Bachert, 
Staff Sgt. David Sinko, and Const. Jill Johnson, the OPP’s community mobilization officer and mental health liaison. Contributed photo
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette staff

The Wellesley Township Heritage and 
Historical Society will hold a ceremony 
May 25 at 2 p.m. to unveil a storyboard 
plaque commemorating the explosion of 
Thomas Huber’s cider mill on Sept. 14, 
1908, located at what was then known as 
Huber’s Corner. 

The ceremony will take place near the site 
of the explosion at the corner of Lichty 
Road and Schummer Line (Concession 8, 
Lot 6 WS). Huber, a blacksmith and wagon 
maker, announced the opening of his new 
cider mill on Sept. 15, 1908, but the boil-
er exploded on Sept. 14, killing him and 
his business partner, William Attig, a saw-
miller and general contractor from Perth 
County. 

Huber, also known as Damien Huber 
(1861-1908), left his wife, Wilhelmine 
Dietrich (1861-1936), and two young chil-
dren to mourn him. Attig (1855-1906) of 
Newton, left his wife, Mary Ritter (1858-
1916), and four grown children to mourn 
him.

The historical society hopes some of their 
descendants can attend the ceremony. 

Linwood resident Leonard Horst has done 
extensive research on the explosion and 
found many pieces of the original boiler 
in nearby fields. He acquired the Braendle 
cider boiler from Heidelberg and, with the 
owner’s permission, relocated it to near 

the site of the Huber explosion. He will at-
tend the ceremony to discuss his research 
and show the remains of the boiler. 

“We are grateful to the current landown-
ers who have allowed the boiler and our 
storyboard to be erected on their prop-
erty,” the society said in a press release. 
“Please join us on Saturday, May 25 at 2 
p.m. as we unveil our storyboard.” 

For more information, contact info@
wellesleyhistory.org or visit wellesleyhis-
tory.org.

Wellesley Township to 
unveil historic cider-mill-
explosion storyboard 

A storyboard commemorating the explo-
sion of the Huber cider mill in 1908 will take 
place on Saturday, May 25 at 2 p.m. The site 
currently consists of the cider boiler from 
the Braendle cider mill in Heidelberg. Pho-
to courtesy of Wellesley Township Heritage 
and Historical Society

mccthriftontario.com/newhamburg
41 Heritage Dr, New Hamburg

Plant SalePlant Sale
on until May 31
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Goderich Sun

Introducing our Seniors Month feature, celebrating the remarkable seniors who 
enrich our communities during Ontario’s Seniors Month in June. This annual 
nationwide celebration is more than just a tribute—it’s a recognition of the 
invaluable contributions seniors make to the vibrancy of our community.
Don’t miss out on this opportunity to align your brand with the spirit of Seniors 
Month and connect with a passionate audience eager to celebrate the seniors 
who have made a lasting impact. Reserve your space today!
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Sunday, May 26th

Mark Your Calendar for Upcoming Breakfasts:
June 16th, July 21st, August 11 and September 8th
Returning – Car Show Father’s Day (June 16th) Weather Permitting

Scrambled Eggs, Pancakes, Bacon, Homefries, Toast, Juice and Coffee

Adults $15 – Under 10 $10

Petersburg Park
1338 Notre Dame Dr., Petersburg

You can help someone 
in your community
Donate blood this long weekend
Township of Wellesley Recreation Complex
1401 Queens Bush Rd.
Monday, May 20
2 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Join Canada’s Lifeline
and book your donation 
now at blood.ca

Donate blood this long weekend
Township of Wellesley Recreation Complex

 Queens Bush Rd.
20

 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Canada’s Lifeline
and book your donation 

blood.ca

Kira,
blood recipient

By Galen Simmons

Though a song he released last year, “Love 
You Canada,” was his love letter to the 
country he now calls home, Punjabi sing-
er Hira Dhariwal credits at least a piece 
of his recent musical success to his life in 
Tavistock.

“I feel proud I live in Tavistock,” Dhariwal 
said. “I perform like any Punjabi singer, 
and Tavistock residents, they feel proud 
when they see me on the TV. They told 
me, ‘Hira, you are last night on the TV.’ 
Sometimes, Tavistock students and resi-
dents, if I’m driving, they’re hooting, ‘Hira! 
Hira!’ ”

The support he’s received so close to 
home from friends, neighbours, local pol-
iticians and even strangers on the street 
has helped Dhariwal realize his singing 
dreams which, since he was first encour-
aged to pursue singing by his vocal teach-
er in 2017, has seen him record and re-
lease nearly 10 original songs – including 
his first and possibly most-popular song, 
“Punjabi King” – many of which he shot 
music videos for and starred in back in his 
home country of India.

Dhariwal has also made a name for him-
self within the Indian-Canadian music 
scene, performing at festivals through-
out Ontario in places like Niagara Falls, 
Brampton and London, and across the 

country, as well as back home in India 
mostly at universities and colleges.

The Tavistock resident recently made the 
jump into acting, having performed with 
an Indian-Canadian community theatre 
company as an onstage singer last year. He 
is now preparing to perform with the the-
atre group again in their upcoming pro-
duction of Saos Challi Susaral in Windsor, 
which Dhariwal described as a comedy.

“Music is my new life journey,” Dhariwal 
said. “I enjoy it a lot, but right now it’s my 
profession, too. Lots of people support me. 
My family supports me and lots of other 
people.”

Grateful for all the support he’s received 
in Tavistock, the surrounding area and 
across the country, Dhariwal does what 
he can to give back, specifically as a long-
time volunteer with the Multicultural 
Association of Perth Huron helping oth-
er newcomers settle in Perth and Oxford 
counties by delivering food and supplies, 
offering those who can’t drive a ride and 
even performing his music at associa-
tion events like the annual Multicultural 
Festival held in Stratford and elsewhere 
in the region each year.

Dhariwal says he hopes his success as a 
singer in Canada can show other new-
comers in the area they, too, have the op-
portunity to realize their dreams with the 

support of organizations like the multi-
cultural association and the communities 
they now call home.

Tavistock and area residents will be able 
to hear Dhariwal sing at a Diwali show 
he is planning for both Tavistock and 
Stratford later this year. In the meantime, 
those interested in listening to his music 
and watching his music videos can follow 

AS Hira Dhariwal on social media, visit his 
YouTube Channel at www.youtube.com/@
hiradhariwal6280, and find his music on 
nearly every music-streaming platform.

Dhariwal said he is currently working on 
releasing a new song, “Punjabi King 2,” as 
a sequel to the song that gave him his start 
as a singer.

Punjabi singer credits life in Tavistock for recent 
musical success

Punjabi singer Hira Dhariwal is proud to call Tavistock and Oxford County his home. Photo 
by Galen Simmons
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By Galen Simmons and Scott Dunstall

The New Hamburg Legion is encouraging 
the community to participate in a long-
standing tradition aimed at honouring 
those in the community who have passed.

On June 2, Branch 532 will co-host 
Decoration Day with the Township of 
Wilmot at Riverside Cemetery. The cere-
mony will be to partly recognize and hon-
our all veterans laid to rest in Riverside 
by “decorating” their gravesite with a 
Canadian Flag and Poppy affixed to their 
headstone or ground plate.  

Veterans do not have to be born in the 
area and the nature of their service is not 
relevant.

“Years ago, it was done by communities, 
not just Legions,” New Hamburg Legion 
president Ross Eichler said. “Legions fo-
cus more on Remembrance Day, and we 
want to make sure this is not another 
Remembrance Day as such for veterans 
only, it’s for community.”  

While the ceremony is partly to recognize 
the veterans laid to rest in Riverside, it is 
also intended to pay tribute to families in 
our community that have family members 
laid to rest in Riverside. The theme of the 
occasion is to honour and display respect 
for those in the community that can no 

longer speak for themselves.

“If you or I had somebody out there who 
wasn’t a veteran, still it’s Decoration Day 
for everyone,” Eichler said. “We want to 
make sure it’s a community event. … We 
don’t want to water down Remembrance 
Day, because that’s a day on its own, and 
if we had this day just honouring veter-
ans, that’s kind of the same thing. … If you 
have someone (at Riverside), I encour-
age you to place flowers on their graves 
on June 2 and join in the remembering of 
loved ones lost.”

It promises to be a rewarding day. The 
event will include performances by the 
New Hamburg Concert Band and the Sir 
Adam Beck School Band, participation by 
Air Cadet Squadron 822, and an address 
given by Rev. Bob Thaler.

The Legion is encouraging those who at-
tend to bring a lawn chair to sit and take 
in the ceremony, and parking is available 
across the street from the cemetery in the 
ODG and Arcadian Projects parking lots.

Details:

Location:  Riverside Cemetery, New 
Hamburg

Date: Sunday, June 2, 2024

Time: 2 p.m.

New Hamburg Legion Decoration Day 

New Hamburg and area residents are invited to join the New Hamburg Legion and Township 
of Wilmot at Riverside Cemetery June 2 to honour local veterans and others in the commu-
nity who have been laid to rest there during a Decoration Day ceremony. Photo by Scott 
Dunstall
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By Gary West

Hundreds of hungry eaters were served a full 
breakfast and brunch by the Optimist Club of 
New Dundee on Mother’s Day.

The fundraiser for the local club is one area res-
idents look forward to every year, and the club 
appreciates local Waterloo Region businesses 
for their donations.

They include The Village Caterer, Pillers Fine 
Foods, Perth-Waterloo Egg Farmers, Colour 
Paradise, No-Frills New Hamburg, P&H Milling, 
Maple Tap Farms and The Village Market.

The money collected every year is put back into 
youth activities in the New Dundee community.

New Dundee Optimist Club hosts annual Mother’s Day brunch

Pictured from left preparing eggs for the New 
Dundee Optimist Club’s Mother’s Day Brunch are 
Gord Perrin, Scott MacLaurin and Brandon Smith. 
Contributed photo
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By Gary West

There are births that happen every day on 
modern dairy farms in the Oxford County 
area. With those births there can some-
times be twins, as there are in humans.

Triplets are a novelty and, in dairy farm-
ing, to have three good-sized calves, 
healthy and up running around in a mat-
ter of minutes, is a gift to any livestock 
farmer.

On May 11, Esther Visser, who is in charge 
of newborn calves at the Terra Nova Dairy 
Farm, east of Hickson, was there at the 
time and was glad to see two healthy, 
black angus calves born. When the third 
calf started on its way, she was amazed at 
the size of each calf and how healthy they 
were.

She has named them Socks, Boots and 
Mittens.

The registered Line Back high-produc-
ing fourth lactation cow has never looked 

back since giving birth to the triplets.

With healthy black angus calves selling 
for $700 to $1,000 in today’s market, dairy 
owner Peter Overdevest said with a smile 
he was happy with the payday without 
complications.

Visser, 25 and grew up on her parents 
dairy farm near Collingwood, looks after 
every detail of raising calves on their 270 
milking-cow dairy farm.

  The Ridgetown agricultural graduate, 
says she loves her job and loves working 
with cows and calves every day. She says 
dairy farming is in her blood and has been 
a part of her entire life, even though every 
day is not easy and fun but can be chal-
lenging at times.

She says she learned to appreciate the 
lifestyle and life’s lessons learned along 
the way, and hopes to someday own her 
own dairy farm after learning from the 
best.

Triplet bovines born at Terra Nova Dairy Farms in 
East Zorra

At less than 30 minutes old, these newborn triplet calves are being watched by their ex-
hausted but healthy mother at Terra Nova Dairy Farm east of Hickson. Photo by Esther 
Visser

Esther Visser says the black triplets are healthy and running around their pen and still only 
two days old. Photo by Gary West

Contact Sharon Leis

Take your business
to the next level!
WE CAN HELP!

ADVERTISE
WITH US

Call 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL sharonbleis@gmail.com | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
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ADVERTISE WITH US!
Contact Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or sharonbleis@gmail.com

COMMUNITY —

St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Programs each Sunday for children during service. 
St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.
St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212 
Pastor Jim Brown
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon 
discussion. All are welcome

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP

In Loving Memory
Remember those you’ve loved and lost with an “In Memoriam” in
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette. We would be happy to
personalize it with a photo, frame and verse that best represents
your loved one. 
For more information, email: thewtgazette@gmail.com

Deadline:
Tuesday prior at 10am

John Buchenauer
At Innisfree House Hospice 
on Thursday May 9, 2024 
John Buchenauer of 
Kitchener passed away at 
the age of 91.

Beloved husband of Olga 
(Held) with whom he cele-
brated 65 years of marriage 
this past fall. Devoted fa-
ther of Ron & Gina (Bing) 
Buchenauer, Rob & Carmen 
(Alexy) Buchenauer and 

Perry & Belinda (Petzke) Buchenauer. Loving 
grandfather of Cody (Andrea), Jesse (Brittany), 
Ben (Renee), Emily (Sam), Amanda (Adam), and 
Liam (Maddie). Great grandfather of Deacon, 
Vanna and Jacob. Brother of Helmut (Ingrid) 
Buchenauer and Elizabeth Buchenauer. Brother-
in-law of Ella Kurtz, Freida Wilderman, and 
Richard Held. He will be missed by many nieces 
and nephews.

Predeceased by his parents John and Elizabeth 
(Hoffman) Buchenauer, and Elizabeth’s husband 
Irvin, as well as brothers-in-law Alfred Kurtz, 
Ernst Wilderman, Rudy Held, and Eric Held and 
sister-in-law Lynn (Wallace) Held.

John moved to Canada from Germany in 1953 at 
the age of 18 (with only a suitcase he still has to 
this day) to begin a new life. He settled in Ontario. 
He and Olga started and raised their family in 
New Hamburg and Kitchener. He proudly worked 
for Canadian Blower and Forge as a pattern maker 
for many years. He enjoyed exploring new places 
and sightseeing on his many travels with Olga. 
John loved woodworking, helping family with var-
ious projects, going to the casino and dancing. He 
was never happier than when he was surrounded 
by loved ones, especially his grandchildren who 
will all sadly miss their wonderful “Opa”.

Private arrangements have been entrusted to 
Mark Jutzi Funeral Home, New Hamburg.

Final resting place, Riverside Cemetery, New 
Hamburg.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations to Innisfree 
House Hospice would be appreciated as expres-
sions of sympathy.

Personal condolences and donation information 
available at www.markjutzifuneralhomes.ca

OBITUARY
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 Linda Joane (Bender) Brown

Fifty years ago on your way home you were
suddenly and tragically taken from us.
Loving wife to Wayne, adoring mother to
Bonnie and Guardian Angel to grand
daughters, Brittany and Brianne Schaub. A
cherished daughter, a sister and best friend
to Anne (Don) Hauss and a doting aunt to
Deb, Lisa & Jeff.

How wonderful it was to have had you be a
part of our lives. What we wouldn’t give to just
once more see your smiling face, to hear your
laughter and to chat with. It is a comfort to
know you are with your loving parents , Elon
(July 30, 1990) and Marie (April 17, 2006).
Loved and truly missed every day. Until we
meet again…

  A P R I L  2 2 ,  1 9 5 1 -  M A Y  1 7 ,  1 9 7 4  

IN MEMORIAM

Nelda Brenneman
July 19th, 1939 – May 23rd, 2023

In memory of Nelda, lov-
ing wife to Ray; cherished 
mother to Doug (Valerie), 
Dwight (Paulette) and 
Michael (Kathy); and be-
loved grandma to Tyler, 
Shea and Taite.

“Those we love don’t go 
away. They walk beside us 
everyday. Still loved, and 
still missed, very dear”

N…never give up hope

E…entertain and practice hospitality, and be 
entertained

L…love unconditionally and widely

D... dessert, always order dessert and share it

A…men

Lovingly remembered by her family and friends.

Walk with Nelda in your hearts, take time to ad-
mire the flowers, and practice gratitude daily.

IN MEMORIAM
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COMMUNITY — WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S
All are welcome
Service led by Rev Marg Smith
Music by Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Pastor Steve Hoffard 
Church Office 519-655-2372
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Interim Pastor Harold Schlegel.
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am, 
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship 
service.

Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario
Questions or Need Help?
Text or Call: (519) 655-2413
tavistockbc.org
Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer
Regular Services 2pm

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

BIRTHDAYS ANDBIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIES
BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES
BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES

Does someone in your family have a special day coming up? Let us know 
at thewtgazette@gmail.com to appear in our Birthdays and Anniversaries 
listing or to arrange for a special announcement ad. 

May 16: Happy birthday to William Lindner (7), Jaxon Hyde (23), 
Tara McGlynn (46) and Marieke VanRooyen.
May 17: Happy birthday to Luke Herold (7), Jacob Kobe (22), 
and Robert Brodrecht, and anniversary for Darryll and Candice 
Hopkins (16th).
May 18: Happy birthday to Aidan Heinbuch (8) and Jamie Wilker 
(21).
May 19: Happy birthday to Hudson McGlynn (12) and anniversary 
for Daniel and Kathryn Cressman (17th).
May 20: Happy birthday to Kasper Steckley (4), Evelyn Yantzi (5), 
Hudson Stahlke (8), Jacob Francis (21), Megan Bailey (22), Sarah 
Bailey (22), Ella Westlake (23), Tye Bond (23), Madelynne Sullivan 
and Jennifer Himes, and anniversary for Adam and Bethany Zehr 
(18th) and Bob Gladding and Muriel Percy (29th).
May 21: Happy birthday to Fiona Paese (12), Molly Gunn (14), 
Stella MacDonald (15), and anniversary for Travis and Niki Kropf 
(13th).
May 22: Happy birthday to Lily Saunders (12).

By Jake Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through 
the past pages of the Tavistock Gazette 
(est. 1895). Within this weekly column 
I’d like to share with you some of my 
findings.
May 14-21, 2014, Edition (10 years ago)

Someday in the future there may be no more 
gas stations, only charging stations for your 
electric vehicle. To begin facilitating that 
change, the Township of East Zorra-Tav-
istock is investigating a partnership with 
ERTH Corporation and Sun Country Highway 
Ltd. that currently supplies charging stations 
along the 401 corridor.

Students of Dana McGregor’s Musical Mo-
ments Piano and Theory of Tavistock had a 
successful year at the Woodstock Rotary Fes-
tival. Some winners include Liam McGregor 
earning second for Intercity Stomp by Chris-
topher Norton, Jayden Ruby earned third for 
Mouse in the Coal Bin by Clifford Poole, and 
Ella McGregor earned 87 per cent for The 
Sleepy Little Kitten by Linda Niamath. 

More than 100 Tavistock Public School stu-
dents registered for the annual Bike Rodeo 
held last Friday morning, May 16, 2014. Mem-
bers of the Tavistock Optimist Club, the East 
Zorra-Tavistock Community Safety Commit-
tee and the Oxford County Injury Prevention 
Team all came together to provide an event 
that reinforces all the aspects of safety for bi-
cycles on the road. 

Oxford County’s Cycling Advisory Committee 
is launching a challenge this summer for lo-
cal residents to hop on their bikes and ride 
towards a common goal. The goal during Ox-
ford County’s “1 million km summer” is to col-
lectively ride one million kilometres between 
May 17 and Oct. 5, 2014. 

May 12-19, 2004, Edition (20 years ago)

Little-known to his fellow countrymen in 

Canada, the late Embro-area Presbyteri-
an missionary, Rev. George Leslie MacKay 
(1844-1901), is a national hero in Taiwan to 
this day. He built more than 60 churches in 
Taiwan during the 19th century and is also 
remembered as the founder of the first col-
lege, the first hospital and the first school for 
women on the island of Formosa. 

Thousands of hikers across the country 
donned their running shoes and hiking boots 
to support hospice palliative care in their 
community. The 2004 National Hike for Hos-
pice Palliative Care was Sunday, May 2, 2004, 
but 28 walkers form Brooksdale, Hickson, 
Plattsville and Tavistock set out on Monday 
April 26 to complete their walk. 

On May 6, the Oxford Community Police Ser-
vice conducted a Commercial Motor Vehicle 
Inspection at the Tavistock Recreation Centre 
in the Village of Tavistock. The inspection in-
volved members of the OPP, the Aylmer Po-
lice service, Ministry of Transportation and 
Oxford Community Police Service. Out of 39 
trucks, there was an overall failure rate of 18 
per cent. 

The May 4 meeting of the Tavistock & Area 
Horticultural Society featured the annual 
plant auction and fundraiser. Members, along 
with the Tavistock nursery, donated plants of 
all shapes and sizes. 

Rogers Cable TV - Channel 20 Producer Kev-
in Lucas interviewed World Crokinole Cham-
pionship committee chairman Barry Raymer 
last week in the Tavistock and District recre-
ation Centre. The committee is preparing for 
their sixth annual event. 

May 16-23, 1984, Edition (40 years ago)

Kindergarten A class performed the classic 
tale of Little Red Riding Hood at Hickson 
School last week, first in a dress rehearsal in 
the afternoon for the rest of the school and 
then in the evening for their parents. Tricia 
Oliver, as Grandma, hides from the big bad 
wolf, Andrew Raymer, sleeping in her bed. 

First tee off for Saturday Morning Club saw 
the first hole-in-one for the season, which 
goes to Bryn Gladding in #1. Bryn went on to 
shoot 32 in that round. 

Last Thursday evening, the Tavistock Volun-
teer Firefighters were called upon to assist in 
extinguishing a series of fires along the for-
mer CN rail line between 14th and 15th lines 
of East Zorra Township. Three unidentified 
men managed to smother the large blaze 
and minimized fire damage to a few stacks 
of banded railway ties and a stretch of grass 
alongside the former tracks. No cause has 
been identified for the fire. 

One-hundred and eleven students at Tavis-
tock Public School participated in the annu-
al Optimist Bike Rodeo May 22. From Kin-
dergarten to Grade 8 students, they played 
games, learned turning signals and devel-
oped a sense of safety while cycling on the 
road. 

Retiring town foreman Clarence H. Wilker 
was honored by Ministry of the Environment 
members last week for his 25 years of service. 

May 13-20, 1964, Edition (60 years ago)

With close to 175 present, the fifth annual 
ladies’ night of the Tavistock Masonic Lodge 
was held Friday night at the Memorial Hall, 
the dinner being served by Mrs. Charles 
Quehl and Robert Ross, Worshipful Master, 
chairman for the evening. 

A most successful waffle tea and bake sale 
was held last Saturday afternoon at the Knox 
United Church, the event being sponsored by 
the United Church Women on behalf of the 
choir gown fund. 

Lynda Dawn McFarlane, four-year-old 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Douglas McFarlane, 
RR 6, Woodstock, was killed about five o’clock 
last Tuesday afternoon when she was in col-
lision with a car in front of her home on No. 
59 Highway just North of Hickson. Lynda had 
marked her birthday on Monday. 

The Old Gazettes

The Wilmot-Tavistock 
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1.	 When did Bon Jovi release Livin’ On a 
Prayer?

2.	 Whose face is on all the Canadian 
coins?

3.	 In what country did french fries 
originate?

4.	 From the periodic table, what element 
is Li?

5.	 On a chess board, what piece moves in 
an L-Shape?

6.	 What is the color part of the eye 
called?

7.	 How many ships do you have to sink in 
Battleship?

8.	 Hepatic disease is also known as?
9.	 What Canadian province is the largest?
10.	A tree that loses its leaves is known as 

what type of tree?

Answers found on page 22
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SPORTS —

Serving 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
TAVISTOCK MEN’S CLUB HALL 

Pickerel Dine-in or Take Out
Adults $30 Children (Ages 6-12) $15

TAVISTOCK MEN’S CLUB

FISH FRYFISH FRY
Wednesday June 5, 2024

Tickets available at Men's Club Hall, 
78 Woodstock St., N

Every Wednesday (starting May 8) 4-7 pm, 
Saturday 11-2 pm

or from Club members 
or call 519-655-2286 or 519-655-3573
email: info@tavistockmensclub.ca

NEW HAMBURG
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By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
reporter

The Applejacks may not have been able 
to defend their Schmaltz Cup as cham-
pions of the Provincial Junior Hockey 
League, but they celebrated their season 
last weekend.

The team handed out its individual 
awards at a banquet held at East Side 
Mario’s in Waterloo Saturday night.

Here are Wellesley’s 2023/2024 season 
award winners:

•	  Leading Scorer - Conner Doerbecker

•	  Most Sportsmanlike - Jake L'Heureux

•	  Coaches Award - Carson Wickie

•	  Unsung Player - Eric Lacey

•	  Rookie of the Year - Stewart Sinclair

•	  Most Improved - Jack Walmsley

•	  Most Valuable Defenceman - Austin 
Stemmler

•	  Most Valuable Local - Eric Lacey

•	  Most Valuable Player - Austin 
Stemmler

•	  Verna Metcalfe Award - Isiah 
Katsube 

Metcalfe was a tireless volunteer for the 
Applejacks and passed away in 2018 at the 
age of 75. She served in just about every 
role with the team including president. 

Players from this season’s team who have 
aged out of the Applejacks franchise in-
clude Isiah Katsube, Carson Wickie, Owen 
O’Donnell and Curtis Butler.

Wellesley hands out season-ending trophies

Most Valuable Local was awarded to Eric 
Lacey at the Wellesley Applejacks’ awards 
ceremony in Waterloo May 11. Contributed 
photo

Most Valuable Player was awarded to Austin Stemmler at the 
Wellesley Applejacks’ awards ceremony in Waterloo May 11. 
Contributed photo

The Wellesley Applejacks’ overage players Isiah Katsube, Carson Wickie, Owen O’Donnell 
and Curtis Butler hold their retired jerseys at the team’s awards ceremony in Waterloo May 
11. Contributed photo
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SPORTS —

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
reporter

The Region of Waterloo and the Waterloo 
Police Service are hosting the 2024 
Provincial Spring Games.

The games will welcome over 750 ath-
letes from across Ontario to the Waterloo 
Region to compete in five diverse and 
exciting sports – basketball, powerlifting, 
rhythmic gymnastics, swimming and 10-
pin bowling.

The event will have a New Hamburg fla-
vour to it as some swimming events are 
being held at the Wilmot Recreation 
Complex. A total of 234 swimmers will 
compete in up to four events each, ranging 
from 25-metre sprints to the challenging 
1,500-metre distance. 

One of the incredible athletes competing 
is an 18-year-old woman from Stratford 
who is a member of the Wilmot Aquatic 
Aces Swim Club. It will be Amiera Black’s 
first time in the Special Olympics but she 
is no stranger to serious competition.

“She swims in generic meets and with 
the Canadian Down Syndrome team so 
she has a wide scope of competition,” said 
Amiera’s mother, Jennifer, who added 
her daughter is extremely excited to be 

participating. 

“She loves it because it’s not just about the 
competition, it’s not about swimming well. 
She always goes out and does her best, 
but it's about socialization, being part of 
a team, and because Amiera is the only 
Special Olympics swimmer on the Wilmot 
team, she doesn’t really have that until 
we go to a meet and she gets to interact 
with other swimmers from around the 
province.”

Mom explained she can hardly wait to see 
her daughter not only compete but also 
act as an ambassador for other athletes. 

“She makes me so proud when she swims. 
It’s also exciting to have her be almost like 
the host athlete and invite everyone into 
our pool.”

Special Olympics competes in regions 
with Wilmot falling into the South-
Central District for provincial competi-
tions. Amiera, Jennifer and mayor Natasha 
Salonen have been asked to be the flag 
bearers for the team at the opening cere-
monies in Waterloo on Thursday, May 23. 
Amiera will be competing Thursday after-
noon at Laurier University before heading 
back to Wilmot for a race Friday morning 
and finishing with her favourite event on 

Saturday.

“It will be in around lunchtime, some-
where between 11:30 a.m. and 12 p.m., 
and it’s the 800-metre freestyle. There are 
very few athletes who swim that one. It’s 
a big deal for her and she’s pumped about 
it.”

Jennifer was very appreciative of what she 
calls an outstanding coaching staff at the 
Aces club where her daughter is treated 
just like any other swimmer. 

“We love our coaches and even though 
she is the only Special Olympics compet-
itor, she is always included and they are 
always working with her to move up the 
ladder and give her the best chance with 
what she is trying to accomplish.”

Amiera, like many of the other competi-
tors, will be staying at the athlete’s village 
at Laurier.

The Provincial Games are held on a rotat-
ing basis over four years. Athletes based 
on age, gender, performance and region-
al endorsement are selected to advance 
to compete for Team Ontario at the 2026 
National Summer Games set to be hosted 
in Medicine Hat, Alta.

Special Olympics hitting the pool in Wilmot next 
week; local athlete competing

Amiera Black is representing a swim club 
from Wilmot Township at next week’s Spe-
cial Olympics. Some of the pool events are 
being held at the Wilmot Recreation Com-
plex. Contributed photo

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 

       22�-333-9939         newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com

TICO �50025�9�

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,St. Mar�s, ON N4X 1B4 

519-284-2332         agent@stonetowntravel.com

TICO �50010159

R O M E  A N D  A M A L F I  C O A S T
M A Y  1 6  -  2 5 ,  2 0 2 5

FROM THE LEGENDARY COLOSSEUM IN ROME TO THE ROCKY CLIFFS OF THE AMALFI COAST, TAKE IN THE BEST OF SOUTHERN ITALY. BOOK NOW!



14 Thursday, May 16, 2024 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

SPORTS —

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
reporter

This year’s edition of Tavistock Tornadoes 
Optimist Youth Soccer is underway and 
while children as young as four and adults 
as old as 20 are competing, the club has 
concerns about having enough field space 
in the future.

Practices and games have begun and 
registration sits at 308 athletes, which is 
similar to previous years, while the club’s 
special-needs program has 12 children 
signed up. 

“We have run it for the last 10 years and 
it has received really good traction again 
this year,” said club president Marlow 
Gingerich.  

Beginning in June, the program is billed 
as grassroots soccer for those with special 
needs. It is founded on the belief that peo-
ple with disabilities can, with proper in-
struction and encouragement, learn, enjoy 
and benefit from participation in individ-
ual and team sports. 

One issue on the club’s radar is the num-
ber and use of the fields in Tavistock. 
Currently, the organization utilizes four 
different sites. Optimist Park is for the U9 
and U11 teams, the school-board fields 
are for the U7 up to U21 age groups, the 
small fields at Queen’s Park are utilized by 
the beginner’s program while the field at 
Tavistock Missionary Church is used for 
practices only. Gingerich said they are al-
ways anxious and looking for where more 
field space might exist. 

“We may get to a point where we need a 
fifth location. So far, we have been able to 
shoehorn it in but one of the current ex-
amples is we have three teams at the U9 
level. We only have one home field. They 
play each other a little bit but one out of 
the three teams can be at home while the 
other two need to travel. That becomes a 
bit of a pinch point,” said Gingerich.

He added the club has not approached the 
township’s recreation advisory committee 

or members of council yet, but it is some-
thing he’s considering.

“I have told myself I should go to a meet-
ing just to see what they talk about and to 
advocate for the club. I have talked with 
Matt Lamers (parks and recreation super-
visor at East Zorra-Tavistock) many times 
and he certainly is aware of where we sit,” 
said Gingerich. 

“We can manage the way it is, but it would 
be lovely to have a plan that says in five or 
10 years there may be more options com-
ing, or even in two or three years. We’d 
clap our hands for that.”

The Gazette looked at East Zorra-
Tavistock’s parks and recreation master 
plan and among the short-term recom-
mendations is to maintain soccer fields 
at a service level of 1:1,700 population, 
which is comparable to similar Ontario 
municipalities. 

“The township is currently in a deficit of 

0.2 soccer fields based on the 2016 cen-
sus data. Based on the 2016 census pop-
ulation and the 2018 county growth pro-
jections, the township will continue to be 
in a deficit of 1.1 soccer fields by 2031 if 
no additional fields are created,” the doc-
ument says. 

The plan also advised the township to look 
into incorporating a multi-use field into 
one of the existing East Zorra-Tavistock 
park spaces to address the need for a soc-
cer field, as well as a space for trending 
sports. 

Minor soccer, just like minor hockey in 
Tavistock, has seen tremendous growth 
in registrations of children 13 years and 
younger as the municipality continues 
to grow in residential development and 
population.

The Tornadoes have a full complement of 
coaches and volunteers in place for the 
season and Gingerich said the support 
from local businesses and organizations 

continues to be generous. 

“It always takes a bit of work to tap on 
shoulders and encourage people, but that 
being said, we probably have 40 or 45 
coaches. All of the travel team lead coach-
es have coached before and that’s a real-
ly good sign. They want to come back and 
participate.”

Another challenge in minor sports to-
day, be it soccer, baseball or hockey, is 
the availability of officials. Gingerich said 
while they have a full roster of referees 
for the younger ages, the same cannot be 
said for U15 and up.

“We are in good shape with our players 
who ref and line U13 and under with at 
least 14 officials, and that’s a healthy num-
ber for us. The Intercounty Soccer League 
handles the scheduling of officials for the 
older groups and continues to struggle to 
find senior refs. All the games are covered 
but, in some cases, we had to go to a dou-
bleheader format.”

On some Sundays, the U21 age group 
would normally play at 7 p.m., but anoth-
er game has been scheduled for 5 p.m. 
The referees will stay at the field for both 
games.

The younger officials in Tavistock have 
received, free of charge, a referee kit con-
sisting of black shorts, socks and a shirt 
along with a whistle and notebook. The 
move will not only encourage young refs 
but also allow them to look official when 
they are on the fields. Gingerich said a 
donation by the Tavistock Men’s Club this 
year and last year helped offset field-rent-
al costs but also helped pay for the kits 
and training for officials.

“Men’s Club member Mark Kozdras, a for-
mer soccer referee himself, hinted that 
if some of that money could be used for 
training refs, it would be a very noble use 
of those funds,” Gingerich said. 

The two main sponsors for the organiza-
tion are Tim Hortons and the Tavistock 
Optimist Club.

Minor soccer in Tavistock kicks off 2024 season; 
field capacity a concern going forward

LOCAL SPORTS
STORIES WANTED

We want to celebrate our local athletes
with our readers. That’s why we welcome

photos and stories on any of our local
sports teams and athletes! 

Email them to:
thewtgazette@gmail.com 226.261.1837heather@granthaven.com

Woodstock Ingersoll Echo

St. Marys Independent The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Goderich Sun
STRATFORDTIMES

Residents in our communities 
trust our newspapers to provide 
local news and information, let 
me help you connect to our 
readers with your local business. 
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456 Erie Street, Stratford       www.savilepools.com       519-271-3787
*Some conditions may apply.

FOLLOW US

Creating Backyard Getaways Since 1966

PLACE ORDERS
by email or in-store

Mon-Fri: 9:00-5:00
Sat: 9-2

5858thth ANNIVERSARY SALE ANNIVERSARY SALE

1010%% OFF OFF
1515%% OFF OFF

Pool & Hot Tub Chemicals & Accessories*Pool & Hot Tub Chemicals & Accessories*

Solar BlanketsSolar Blankets

May 13May 13thth to May 25 to May 25thth

By Gary West

The story of the Farmerettes, who were 
young women who volunteered on farms 
between 1941 and 1952, will have their sto-
ry told at Grace United Church in Tavistock 
on Sunday June 2 at 1 p.m.

Bonnie Sitter, the author of the book, Onion 
Skins and Peach Fuzz: Memories of Ontario 
Farmerettes, will describe how young wom-
en, some who had yet to finish high school, 
worked the fields and orchards of Southern 
Ontario when working men went off to war 
in Europe.

Isobel Gibson, now 93 and living in Seaforth, 
was one of the original Farmerettes and will 
share her experiences with what it was like 
to be a Farmerette in the ‘40s and ‘50s.

Also mentioned and pictured while harvest-
ing cabbage in the book are Grace Omand 
of Wellesley, Kaye Hunsberger of New 
Hamburg and Molly Donau of Kitchener.

Blythe Festival produced a play on the 
Farmerettes that will be showing from Aug. 
14 to Sept. 7.

There is also a production of a documenta-
ry currently being filmed.

For more information, email: 
tricia.wettlaufer@gmail.com.

The story of the Farmerettes coming to Grace 
United Church in Tavistock June 2

A photo of three Farmerettes stooking sheaves of grain while working 
in the fields of southern Ontario in the early ‘40s taken from the Bon-
nie Sitter book called Onion Skins and Peach Fuzz. Contributed photo

Author Bonnie Sitter and Farmerette Isobel Gibson will be at 
Grace United Church in Tavistock June 2 at 1 p.m. for a talk on 
the Farmerettes of southwestern Ontario. Contributed photo

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

PICK UP YOUR COPY OF

New Hamburg
Thrift Centre, Short Stop, Sobeys, Office Pro, No Frills, Mario's Chicken, Library, McDonalds, 

Tim Hortons, Nith Valley Butcher, The Whining Tree, Town Square Pharmasave, Heart'n 
Home Creations, Cook's Pharmacy, Great Canadian Dollar, Wilmot Recreation Centre, Pizza 

Arca, Old Country Restaurant, TLC Pet Food
Tavistock

Double D's Restaurant, D&D Homestyle Cuisine, Tim Hortons, Hasty Market, 
Sam's Independent, Quehl's Restaurant, IDA Pharmacy, Shell Gas, Library, 

Tavistock Arena, Scotia Bank

Wellesley
Pym's, Schmidt's Bulk Pantry, Cook's Pharmacy Schmidtsville Restaurant, 

Wellesley Service
Shakespeare

Shakespeare Brewery, Shakespeare Variety

St. Agatha
Pfennings Store, Hasty Market

Petersburg
Petro Canada Gas Bar

Stratford
Food Basics, Sobeys, No Frills, Klomps Home & Garden

Baden
Tim Hortons, Circle K, Subway, Mars Variety, Baden Coffee Company, 

Pharmacy in Baden Plaza

New Dundee
New Dundee Village Market
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The Community Players (TCP) of New 
Hamburg is celebrating their 40th year 
anniversary in style. 

On opening night, Thursday, May 9, a cast 
of more than 50 won the audience over 
with the first musical in TCP’s history. 
Anne of Green Gables The Musical, based 
on L.M. Montgomery’s novel from 1908, 
was the perfect choice to commemorate 
40 years of theatre. The beloved Canadian 
classic of Anne Shirley tells the tale of a 
feisty, flaming red-head with a face full of 
freckles who changes the lives of a small 
farming community on Prince Edward Is-
land. 

At 7:30 p.m., we were whisked away to 
the tiny town of Avonlea thanks to beau-
tifully built sets, props and costumes. This 
reporter is curious just how many grand-
parents leaned over to explain a tablet 
was the iPad of the past? From the train 
station to the school house to the gor-
geous green accents on Anne’s new home 
in Green Gables, the simplicity of the late 

1800s was brought to life. 

The cast was enchanting and the chemis-
try on stage undeniable. 

Alina Vuorinen brought unbridled ener-
gy to the role of Anne with an E, making 
it easy to fall head-over-heels with the 
11-year-old orphan girl. The story be-
gins with Matthew and Marilla Cuthbert, 
an unmarried brother and sister, eagerly 
expecting a boy to help on the farm. Mat-
thew was taken aback at the train station, 
but excited nevertheless and set off to the 
farm. 

Matthew and Anne, both happy-go-lucky, 
fit like a glove, but Marilla’s stern de-
meanor threatened to return Anne to the 
orphanage. Luckily, it didn’t take long for 
quirky Anne, her vivid imagination and 
sunny disposition with a side of drama 
queen, to charm her adoptive mother. 
Matthew was the polar opposite of his 
harsh sister; genuinely warmhearted and 
kind. Anne’s chattiness and youthful ener-
gy in the house quickly led to an endear-
ing friendship between the unlikely pair. 

The siblings played by Rob Bridel and Al-
ison Enns were spot-on, and the audience 
lovingly watched the trio become a happy, 
harmonious family.

The story of Anne of Green Gables is as 
relevant as ever; an awkward insecure girl 
trying to find her way while navigating 
the ins and outs of family, friendships and 
peer pressure. Every generation is faced 
with its own social issues, and Green Ga-
bles is no different than a small town or 
city today. 

 Leah Coupal, who played Diana Barry, 
Anne’s bosom buddy, was truly captivating 
as she sang “Kindred Spirits” in act two 

alongside her character’s bestie. 

The school-house scenes portrayed the 
past and present perfectly, complete with 
bullies, memorable teachers good and 
bad, the popular clique and brown-nos-
ing honour-roll student. Of course, every 
schoolyard also needs a few mean and 
boy-crazed girls.  

Simon Anthony brought a puppy love in-
nocence to the character of Gilbert Blythe 
as we watched him tease Anne with the 
silly nickname, carrots. 

There was no shortage of magnificent mu-
sical numbers, more than 10 in each act. 
The synergy on stage was unstoppable 
and the live orchestra brought life to the 
lyrics and dazzling, dancing feet. The or-

chestra may have been hidden upstairs, 
but the hardworking conductor and magi-
cal musicians made their mark. 

With an enormous ensemble on stage at 
any one time, the show flew by and the 
audience had a hankering for ice cream 
during the intermission. 

A huge congratulations are due to The 
Community Players of New Hamburg on 
the last 40 years with a supersized shout 
out to all the volunteers, sponsors and 
contributors for keeping local theatre 
thriving.  

Mark your calendars. Our Town, the time-
less classic about the lives of the residents 
of Grover’s Corners, is coming in fall 2024 
to the Trinity Theatre. 

REVIEW: Anne of Green Gables The Musical the perfect 40th 
anniversary production for The Community Players of New Hamburg

By Mercedes Kay Gold

Alina Vuorinen as Anne and Robert Bridel as Matthew Cuthbert in The Community Players 
of New Hamburg’s production of Anne of Green Gables The Musical. Photos by Narcis N. 
Popa

Alina Vuorinen as Anne, Robert Bridel as Matthew Cuthbert and Alison Enns as Marilla 
Cuthbert.

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212
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Several times a year, I am invit-
ed to speak to horticultural so-
cieties or other garden groups. 
Usually, it’s because they had a 
series of very professional gar-
deners who told them how to 
prune, plant, fertilize and prop-
agate plants, and they need a 
break from all the seriousness, 
so they ask a guy who has writ-
ten a number of whimsical gar-
den books to come and tell silly 
stories. That would be me.

I tell them stories about my 
own gardening misadventures 
– ask me about the woman in 
the garden pond sometime – 
and about great gardens I have 
visited around the world. Al-
most always, I talk about The 
Lost Gardens of Heligan. 

“How many of you have visited 
Heligan?” I ask. 

Most have not. 

“Go at once,” I insist. “Leave 
now in the middle of my talk, if 
you must.”

And while I am once again just 
being a bit silly, I actually mean 
it. The Lost Gardens of Heligan, 
in Cornwall, England, are one 
of the most intriguing destina-
tions in the world, and not just 
for gardeners – there is so much 
here to fascinate any traveller, 
even dedicated non-garden-
ers. It gets me every time, and I 
have been to Heligan on multi-
ple occasions.

Of course, it doesn’t hurt that 
Heligan is in the heart of one 
of my favourite destinations 
anywhere. Cornwall is magical, 
largely unspoiled, very non-ur-
ban and steeped in history.

And you will find a unique per-
spective on that history at Heli-
gan. As I did, yet again, when I 
led a group on a tour of south-
ern England last year at this 
time.

The Heligan story is amazing, 
and very well told in Tim Smit’s 
book, The Lost Gardens of He-
ligan. 

Once upon a time, Heligan was 
one of the great English gar-
dens. At its heart was an enor-
mous Victorian walled garden, 
replete with vegetables and 
flowering plants. There were 
walks through towering rho-
dodendron trees, a sub-trop-
ical “jungle” garden with tree 
ferns, grottos, streams, glass 
houses (the English term for 
greenhouses) filled with tropi-
cal plants including productive 
banana trees and an amazing 
pineapple pit.

There was also an army of gar-
deners and support staff, all 
working to keep this astonish-
ing garden in tip-top shape. 

And then came World War I. 
The gardeners went off to war 
and most did not return. In the 

words of Smit, , “The Tremaynes 
(the garden’s owners), losing 
heart in their great creation, 
moved out and the gardens be-
gan their slow but inevitable 
journey into sleep.”

And so they remained for 70 
years until 1990. That’s when 
Smit and some colleagues 
hacked their way into what 
had become an almost impen-
etrable jungle, and fell in love. 
A certain horticultural mad-
ness seized them and they be-
came determined to restore this 
sprawling, utterly neglected es-
tate. An almost unimaginable 
task – but they did it.

I first visited Heligan in the 
early 1990s when it was very 
much a work in progress. I was 
there again in 1997, the same 
year things had moved along 
far enough for Smit to write his 
book. 

Those visits were fascinating, 
but now it’s even better. Today, 
visitors get to see the amazing 
fruits (literally) of the labours 
of this army of dedicated volun-
teers and staff members, who 
have restored one of the won-
ders of the gardening world to 
the height of its majesty.

If you take a tour of Heligan, 
you will learn of the incredible 
archaeological work done that 
produced evidence of original 
design and plantings. You will 
hear of amazing artifacts, un-
earthed quite by accident, that 
gave more information about 
the earlier days of Heligan.

But most importantly, you will 
revel and relax in the sheer 
beauty of the place. I admit that 
the walled garden is the most 
educationally interesting from 
a horticultural point of view, 
but my favourite activity is to 
wander among the enormous 

rhododendron trees when they 
are in full, spring-time flower. 
It is, to steal one of my favourite 
British phrases, gobsmacking.

The site is huge. The main area 
– the walled, productive (veg-
etable) garden, the beautiful 
Flora’s Green with its hand-
kerchief tree, the flower garden 
and the special areas like the 
Italian garden – can make for 
a wonderful afternoon even if 
you don’t venture further afield 
to delights like the newly creat-
ed rare breeds farm or the jun-
gle. But do plan for a day here 
and make the hike down to the 
jungle to explore this utter-
ly different take on landscape 
gardening. There is nothing 
else like it.

Heligan is very close to the 
coastal village of Mevagissey 
and other beautiful spots on 

the south coast and interior of 
Cornwall, so it’s easy to spend 
several days here. And it’s only 
25 minutes from Tim Smit’s 
second astonishing venture, the 
Eden Project, a series of giant 
geodesic domes housing a trop-
ical rainforest, a desert envi-
ronment and more.

I like the Eden Project, but I ab-
solutely love The Lost Gardens 
of Heligan, and I am totally 
confident that you will, too.

You might even find yourself 
becoming a gardener, after all.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and President of 
the Travel Media Association of 
Canada. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking 
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net. 

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: The magic of The Lost Gardens of Heligan

By Paul Knowles

The unique "Jungle". The formal Italian garden. A tree fern, one of hundreds of unique 
plants at Heligan.

One of Heligan's permanent residents – a 
cheeky English robin.

Beautiful flowering borders backed by one of Heligan's amazing rhodo-
dendrons. All photos by Paul Knowles
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EXPERT ADVICE: Not Just A Retirement Home, But A Lifestyle

It is widely known that our com-
munity boasts a diverse range of 
adult-lifestyle communities that 
provide ample choice for retire-
ment living. 

In conversation with many peo-
ple I have come to learn that, for 
some, considering this idea can 
be frightening and unsettling. 
Oftentimes people say “I am too 
young for a retirement commu-
nity.” Today, I would like to break 
down the essence of what these 
communities encompass and 
hopefully offer a different view-
point.

Communities such as Foxboro 
Green, Morningside and Stone-
croft are a few of the many op-
tions throughout Wilmot Town-
ship that are waiting for you 
to call them home. These com-
munities are flourishing with 
vibrance, life and energy, pro-
moting an active lifestyle with 
an array of activities, clubs and 
social events for their residents 
to engage in. From tennis courts 
to scrapbooking clubs, golf and 
gardening, they truly offer some-
thing to fulfill everyone's inter-
ests. These communities offer 
picturesque countryside views 
and rural charm. You would nev-
er imagine that such a tranquil 
retreat would be located just be-
yond the city limits of Kitchen-
er-Waterloo and Stratford. 

Adult lifestyle communities typi-
cally impose regulations for both 
residents and the grounds, re-
quiring residents be at least 55 
years of age as well as provid-
ing guidelines concerning pets, 
parking and outdoor-property 
modifications. These regulations 
often extend to pools, signage, 
fences and clothing lines with 

specific stipulations to adhere 
to. Amongst these communities, 
restrictions and regulations may 
vary. Work with your realtor to 
fully understand the expecta-
tions of each community before 
making the move. 

Understand that a condominium 
fee is typically customary and 
covers maintenance for commu-
nity buildings and grounds. This 
fee may also encompass person-
al-yard upkeep including lawn 
maintenance and snow remov-
al. It is essential to identify your 
priorities when considering your 
options so that your realtor can 
ensure they find you the ideal 
community and home. 

It is important to acknowledge 
that ownership structures can 
vary between communities. 
Some properties include owner-
ship of the house and leasehold 
of the land, where others grant 
ownership of both. When work-
ing with your realtor, they will be 
able to help guide you to under-
standing the specifics  of each 
property.

Canadian winters are snowy and 

chilly, making them the perfect 
opportunity to escape to your 
favourite warmer destinations. 
With the added privacy and se-
curity provided in these com-
munities, you can travel with 
less worry about your home and 
spend more time relaxing and 
enjoying your trip. 

For those considering this as a 
next adventure, I urge you not 
to let fear of uncertainty or los-
ing your youth divert you from 
exploring this lifestyle. Allow it 

to be a positive, new adventure 
with new hobbies, good company 
and years of memories waiting 
to be made.

For any real estate questions or 
suggestions for future article, 
email me at ilivingstonsells@
gmail.com.

Isabel Livingston is a sales repre-
sentative with Gale Group Realty 
Brokerage Ltd. and the Jennifer 
Gale Real Estate Team in Wood-
stock.

By Isabel Livingston

Adult lifestyle communities offer a variety of activities that promote ac-
tive living for residents. Stock image
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Pet of the Week
PENNY

Our Pet of the Week is Penny. Her owner, 
Nancy Coghill, says she is a sweet girl 
who loves being in the sun. She also 
loves to say Hi to people. She enjoys her 
life in Morningside in New Hamburg, and 
meeting her many neighbourhood doggie 
friends on her walks. She is a very friendly 
girl who loves her belly rubs! 

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by          
emailing: thewtgazette@gmail.com

K H Y X V Z B F Z X K G E C V U U J F A
V I C T O R I A C O I B S J A Q A A P Y
J J N P C I M M E U B Y S P R I N G B N
L C Y B U A P I L T U S I N K A K G M M
X W X L Q U U L E D T X C J L W O A M V
H A I S N E A Y B O X I N T P H Y S U H
U L O N V Y M J R O X H D B B T L Q L U
E A O W E H N Q A R V G R L W E C W S W
X M X N E E D E T S W P A O T Q B Q E A
H C K Y G B U D I S I Z F U Y E A Z L Q
W L M Y A W M Q O D K O A J J H R T J R
G K J L T C E Q N W U R L O V Z B J P X
M U W S A H Y E P R V S O P L F E G I D
G I M N V A A D K G B C V W Q W C Q C P
F S A I D C O E G E A I C B E P U H N R
X D H I Y K F R N M N U N T O R E D I T
A W L Y P S E F P L Y D W S B V I T C A
P O B K M C D I I E D A R A P V Z F X Q
H S C Z I T N H N M U L B Z D V B M W N
N D F R H G E F E J H K E U O S U G P Y

VICTORIA DAY LONG WEEKEND

Barbecue
Canada

Camping
Celebration

Family

Fireworks
Holiday

Long Weekend
May Two-Four

Outdoors

Parade
Picnic
Queen
Spring

Victoria

COMMUNITY —
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Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM

By Gary West

Ticket sales for the Tavistock Men’s Club 
Fish Fry continues on Wednesdays from 
4-7 p.m. and Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the Men’s Clubhouse on Woodstock 
Street North. 

This year the fish is pickerel.

According to Brian Boland, director of 
ticket sales, they hope to sell 600 meals 
before the June 1 deadline for the June 5 
annual event, which is one of their main 

summer fundraisers.

Tickets can also be obtained from any 
men’s club member.

The annual fish fry has a long history. It 
started in June of 1982 by 18 couples and, 
at that time, was sponsored by the hall 
renovation committee as a tryout.

Under the supervision of Floyd Sippel and 
Bill Wettlaufer, the fish were fried and en-
joyed by a large crowd and the event has 
been a staple in the community ever since.

Tavistock Men’s Club fish 
fry a popular annual event

Men’s Club Fish Fry ticket sellers on Saturday included, in front from left, Keith Wiffen, Brian 
Boland and Ron Kalbfleisch. Those buying tickets at the back include, from left, Bart Danen 
and Michael Mitchell. Contributed photo
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Regional Municipality of Waterloo
Board of Director Applications for the
Waterloo Regional Heritage Foundation

The Waterloo Regional Heritage Foundation is a non-profit Corporation that assists in the
preservation of the heritage and culture for the Region of Waterloo. The Waterloo Regional 
Heritage Foundation provides grants for investment in heritage-related endeavours and 
advises on a wide number of heritage issues throughout the Region. The Foundation 
defines Heritage as “what we receive from the past, what we live with today and what we 
pass on to future generations. Heritage can be cultural or natural, tangible or intangible, 
and can apply to all creations of the past that have acquired cultural significance with the 
passage of time.”
This is an exciting time for the Foundation, as it completes a strategic review to consider 
how the role of our heritage and historic environment is evolving as we mature as a 
community. The review aims to ensure grant funding is robust, transparent, equitable, and 
purposeful; meets the needs of a growing and diverse community; and supports the 
Region’s strategic objectives. Recently, the Foundation approved the Equity, Diversity and 
Inclusion Fund (EDI) as a new funding stream intended to encourage initiatives that will 
conserve and celebrate our region’s diverse heritage and help build community and 
belonging. The EDI Fund provides funding to eligible individuals and organizations for 
heritage projects, publications and conservation initiatives that promote or foster equity, 
diversity, inclusion, reconciliation, and accessibility.
The By-laws for the Foundation provide for the election of ten members-at-large to its 
Board of Directors. As of the 2024 Annual Meeting, there will be three (3) vacancies to be 
filled for three-year terms. The Board of Directors currently meet at 5:30 p.m. on the 4th 
Tuesday of each month, except July, August, and December. Currently, participation in all 
meetings is electronic. However, some meeting months may also have an in-person option.
Persons interested in serving on the Board listed above must file an application with the 
Regional Clerk before 11:59 p.m. on Friday, May 24, 2024. Application forms are available 
on the are available via the Foundation’s website (www.wrhf.org) and the Region’s website 
under Regional Government.
For more information contact the Office of the Regional Clerk at 519-575-4493 or
regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca.
All applicants will receive written notification about the result of their application.
Personal information is collected under the authority of the Municipal Act, 2001 and will be 
used to determine suitability for appointment. Questions regarding the collection of
personal information should be referred to the Office of the Regional Clerk at 519-575-
4493 or regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca.

HELP WANTED

WAREHOUSE WORKER/DRIVER 
Description: To pickup and drop off parts 
during the production process and to  Install 
and Package products for shipping purposes. 
Driver’s licence required. 
Contact Bryan: 519-885-4085 or email: 
bryan@thetablefactory.com

By Emily Stewart

Destination Stratford’s Savour and Sip Trail is back just 
in time for a tourism season filled with outdoor dining, 
shopping and theatre.

Destination Stratford announced the Savour and Sip Trail 
returned on May 1 and will run until Oct. 31. Five vouch-
ers for $39.55 can be used for five of the 28 participating 
businesses in Stratford, St. Marys and Shakespeare. 

“We released the Savour and Sip Trail for the first time 
last year and were blown away by the response, so we're 
happy to have it back for May to October again this 
year,” said April Murray, destination brand manager at 
Destination Stratford.

Stratford businesses new to the trail include Mercer 
Kitchen and Beer Hall, Olive Your Favourites and the 
Corner Store Candy Co. Kelly Lindsay, owner of the 
Corner Store Candy Co., told the Stratford Times the can-
dy shop was part of the Chocolate Trail and the Christmas 
Trail before Lindsay was asked to be part of the Savour 
and Sip Trail. 

“Since it's a new trail for me, I don't have much expe-
rience, but my experience on the other trails has been 
great,” Lindsay said. “I find that it brings a lot of new faces 
into the shop and introduces them to our shop and our 
candy.”

About half of those who redeem a tourism-trail voucher 
also purchase other items from Corner Store Candy Co. 

Aaron Bayer, owner of Olive Your Favourites, also 
joined the Savour and Sip Trail after being a part of the 
Christmas and Chocolate Trails, along with the Maple 
Trail. He is thrilled to be part of the Savour and Sip Trail. 

“The trails do so much to bring tourists around, in and 
out of our stores,” Bayer said. “I've participated in the 

Chocolate Trail myself and was impressed with the gifts 
that the various stores offer for customers to redeem 
their vouchers at."

He said the tourism trails give participants recommenda-
tions for places to see in Stratford, which helps those who 
have never been to the city before. The trails can lead 
visitors to places like side streets they otherwise wouldn’t 
have known about. 

“York Street is – of course, I'm a little biased – one of my 
favourite streets in Stratford,” Bayer said. “But the trails 
definitely bring people down to the backside of Ontario 
Street where they may or may not visit based on a single 
day when there's only so many hours in the day and so 
much to see in the city."

Wendy Stanley, owner of Poppin Kettle Corn, will be par-
ticipating in the trail for the second time after the great 
turnout in 2023.

"The feedback we got last year from the trail was fantas-
tic,” Stanley said. “People love to come to Stratford and 
explore using their map and their tickets to pick up the 
items from the stops on the map. It's a great way to ex-
plore Stratford and to see what stores have to offer."

She also said the tourism trails give customers new and 
returning ideas about what’s available. 

"What is even more exciting is when they come back the 
next time and say 'Oh, I was here on the trail and we’ve 
decided to come again."

Murray said Destination Stratford’s tourism trails en-
courage visitors to stay longer in the area. 

“We're finding that more visitors are looking for more 
meaningful experiences,” she said. “We receive inquiries 
on an ongoing basis that visitors are looking for hands-
on experiences and feel connected to the destination 

through those experiences."

The Savour and Sip Trail also falls at the same time as 
Stratford Al Fresco, which allows visitors and residents to 
drink alcoholic beverages with their takeout food orders 
at designated Stratford Al Fresco dining areas. 

“It's encouraging visitors to explore local retailers and 
restaurants,” Murray said, “but also keeping that capac-
ity at where it can be managed and having those visitors 
take those items to go, explore and create their own pic-
nics and their own charcuterie boards or take them back 
to their hotel or their (bed and breakfast).”

Murray also recommends planning ahead and bringing 
a cooler and a picnic blanket when exploring the Savour 
and Sip Trail. 

More information can be found by visiting visitstratford.
ca/savourtrail. 

Stratford Savour and Sip Trail returns

Just in time for picnic and outdoor dining season, Destination Stratford's Savour and Sip 
Trail returns for a second year. Photo courtesy of April Murray
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Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior at www.wilmotpost.ca

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - MAY/JUNE 2024

WEDNESDAY, MAY. 22

Community Care Concepts 
Lunch and Fellowship
12 p.m.
Join us for lunch and fellowship. 
Linwood Community Centre, 
5279 Ament Line, Linwood

THURSDAY, MAY 23

Community Care Concepts 
Lunch and Fellowship
12 p.m.
Join us for lunch and fellowship. 
Wilmot Rec Complex, 
1291 Nafziger Rd, Baden

FRIDAY, MAY 24

New Hamburg Mennonite Relief 
Sale
5:30 p.m.
New Hamburg Fair Grounds
251 Jacob St., New Hamburg

SATURDAY, MAY 25

New Hamburg Mennonite Relief 
Sale
7:00 a.m.
New Hamburg Fair Grounds
251 Jacob St., New Hamburg

Foxboro Green's Gigantic Multi 
Family Yard Sale
8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Rain or Shine. Bargains galore!
2975 Erb's Road West,
Baden

SUNDAY, MAY 26

Optimist Club of Petersburg 
Breakfast in the Park
8:30 a.m. to noon
Petersburg Park
1338 Notre Dame Dr., Petersburg

MONDAY, MAY 27

Township of Wilmot council 
meeting
7-11 p.m.
 Council chambers
 60 Snyder’s Rd. West Baden

SATURDAY, JUNE 1

World Crokinole Championship
8:00 am. to 9:00 p.m.
Free Admission (Registration fee 
for players). For more Information: 
worldcrokinole.com
Tavistock Arena, 
1 Adam Street

Tavistock Fire Department 
Drive Thru Chicken BBQ
3 time slots: 4-5 p.m., 5-6 p.m. and
6-7 p.m.
$25 per meal. Includes BBQ 
chicken, potatoes, veggies, cole-
slaw and dessert. For tickets call 
519-221-6414.
Tavistock Fire Hall
260 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock

SUNDAY, JUNE 2

New Hamburg Legion 
Decoration Day
2 p.m.
Riverside Cemetery 
83 Bergey Ct., New Hamburg

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5

Township of East-Zorra 
Tavistock council meeting
9 a.m.
Council chambers
89 Loveys St. Hickson

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5

Tavistock Men's Club Fish Fry
Serving 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Adults $30 Children (6-12) $15
Pickerel dine-in or take out.
For tickets call 519-655-2286 or 
519-655-3573 or 
email: info@tavistockmensclub.ca
Men's Club Hall,
78 Woodstock St., N

THURSDAY, JUNE 6

KAIROS Blanket Exercise
7 p.m.
Experience history from an 
Indigenous perspective by par-
ticipating in a KAIROS Blanket 
Exercise. A free event hosted by the 
Wilmot Ecumenical Working Group 
on Indigenous/Settler Relationships. 
Register at: 
https://bit.ly/WilmotBlanketExercise  
Questions? Contact: 
ecumenicalworkinggroup@gmail.com
New Hamburg Community Centre, 
251 Jacob Street

SATURDAY, JUNE 8

Shakespeare Field Day and Fish 
Fry
All day
SCAA Park and Optimist Hall
3974 Galt St., Shakespeare

TUESDAY, JUNE 11

Township of Wellesley council 
meeting
6:45 p.m.
Council chambers
4805 William Hastings Line, 
Crosshill

MONDAY, JULY 1

Township of Wilmot Canada 
Day
11 a.m. opening ceremony
William Scott Park
84 Bleams Rd. W, New Hamburg

Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 

N.H. INC.
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The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
SUBSCRIPTION
We have adjusted the price
of a one-year subscription to 
The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette to:
$55 plus tax ($57.75 total)

Thank you for your continued
support! It helps us to bring you the
best local news product possible. 

HAPPY
VICTORIA

DAY!

May 20, 2024

FATHER'S
• H A P P Y •

J u n e  1 6 ,  2 0 2 4
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SERVICE DIRECTORY —

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOMOTIVE

E&L
CSN - E&L
111 Arnold St.
New Hamburg, On.
N3A 2C6
www.likenew.ca

Murray Erb
Manager
T: 519-662-1892
F: 519-662-1895
Toll Free: 1-877-894-9773
E: merb@likenew.ca

24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)

272 Snyder’s Road, Baden
matt@badenauto.ca

Full Service 
Maintenance & 
Repair on All 

Makes & Models

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500To book this space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

ASSISTANCE

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1 2022-11-10   11:13 AM2022-11-10   11:13 AM

CONTRACTORS

CONTRACTORS

Residential � Commercial
Agricultural � jonwitzel.com

519-662-4239

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

CABINETRY

CHIROPRACTIC
LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford 
519-273-4404

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,  
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874

www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca

39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr                   Cell: 519-801-1743

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

BUYING

WE ARE BUYING
GOLD JEWELLERY • WATCHES

PAPER MONEY • OLD COINS
SILVER CUTLERY & PLATES

991 Victoria St. North,
Kitchener, ON N2B 3C7

519-579-9302
Mon-Fri 9:30-4:30

Wanted
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, 
and more. Selectively buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For 
more information: DIAMOND DOGS MUSIC 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 226-972-5750

Wanted
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola, Pepsi, any pop company, 
Brewery items Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones, Wristwatches 
and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, Beaver Star Bee Hive etc. Any old oil  cans and signs 
Red Indian Supertest etc Any small furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out stuff 
please contact me - 519-570-6920.

CLASSIFIED ADS —

FOR SALE
TREES: Shade trees, Fruit trees, Apple, Pears, Peaches, Plums, Sweet and Sour 
Cherries, Apricot, Nectarines, Blueberry, Haskopp, Black Chokeberry, Grapes etc. 
Lots of Spruce, Pine, Cedars for windbreaks and privacy hedges, Sizes 1 to 6+. 
Flowering shrubs and much more. 
Come check us out Mon-Sat 7:00am - 6:00pm
Martin's Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Road, Wroxeter (1 concession north of Wroxeter on 
Belmore Line)

FOR SALE
20 Pringle's vending machines for sale.  Excellent condition. Profit 50% on $2 toonie sale.  
5 minutes to stock machines. Contact:  judobro@rogers.com or 519-500-0251 Wellesley

FOR SALE
All kinds of used and washed golf balls.  Bag in a bakers dozen (13)  $5 or $10. Call 
519-462-2701

Weekly Quiz Answers
1.	 1986
2.	 Queen Elizabeth 

II
3.	 Belgium

4.	 Lithium
5.	 The knight
6.	 Iris
7.	 Five

8.	 Liver disease
9.	 Quebec
10.	Deciduous

80 Acre Farm For Sale
Through our Customized tender process, 2300 Gerber Rd, 
Wilmot Twp. Region of Waterloo, (1/2 km west of Wellesley 

Home Hardware, in Wellesley), for the Stu Vogel Estate,
Initial offer deadline Monday, June 24th at 6:00 p.m.

80 acres, more or less, 70 acres workable.  Borders the Nith 
River.  Systematically & randomly tiled – majority medium 

clay loam.  Barn – 54 X 60ft. bank barn, attached 50 X 40ft. 
addition.  The upstairs is spacious & has good floor.  

Implement shed with lean approx. 50 X 60ft.  House – 2 
storey field stone house with attached single storey addition 

and entry. Good steel roof, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
kitchen, dining room, living room and sitting room with wood 
stove, propane furnace, adjoining covered patio, drilled well, 

updated hydro service.

Note – Plan to view this intriguing farm property.  A stone 
house with lots of character and a ton of potential to go with a 
nice chunk of workable land that overlooks the Nith River.  A 
short walk to Wellesley, 15 minute drive to Waterloo and New 

Hamburg. 
To view – Open Houses Sat. May 25th  & June 1st, 

10 – 2pm or by appointment.  
For More Info Call Auctioneers – Gerber Auctions Ltd.  

519-699-4451
2827 Hutchison Rd. R#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

REAL ESTATE
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EXCAVATING

PLUMBING

PAINTING

LEGAL

MASSAGE

MORTGAGES

REAL ESTATE

STORAGE

TECHNICAL

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

 Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock

• Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
• Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
• Massage Therapy • Reflexology
Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Cell: 519-272-7676 
Res: 519-655-2548

Office: 519-273-2821

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.remaxabrealty.ca

Independently 
Owned & Operated

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

TRAVEL

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

ALISON WILLSEYALISON WILLSEY
Real Estate
Broker 

www.peakrealtyltd.com      www.willseyrealestate.com      willseyalison@gmail.com

PROFESSIONALPROFESSIONAL                        HONESTHONEST                          EXPERIENCEDEXPERIENCED

WORKING TO SERVE BUYERS AND SELLERS SINCE 2005       RURAL*RESIDENTIAL*COMMERCIAL*AGRICULTURAL      WATERLOO REGION, PERTH & OXFORD

Direct: 519-275-4900 
Office: 519-662-4900

NEW and RESALE HOMES
CUSTOM HOMES AND RENOVATIONS

Stop in and see us 206 Hope St. East, Tavistock 
Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com Brian Wilhelm, Broker

Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

HEATING/COOLING

DENTIST

COMPUTERS

Offering I.V. Sedation, 
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth 
Replacement and Root Canal 

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., 
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca 

tavistockdental.ca

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator

dwoelfle@rogers.com
Installation, Sales & Service, 

Residential, Commercial

• Furnaces • Air Conditioners 
• Fireplaces

• Gas Piping • Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & 
COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051
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WINDOW CLEANING

BOOK THIS AD 
SPACE TODAY!

Call Sharon Leis 
at 519-580-5418 

or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

To book this space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

To book your space call 
Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418 

or email sharonbleis@gmail.com

SALES  REPRESENTAT IVE

640 Riverbend Dr. 
Kitchener ON, N2K 3S2

kate@paulandkatekw.com
226-789-3846

KATE GINGERICH

THINKING OF
MAKING A

MOVE?

ELECTRICAL
Specializing in Agricultural, Solar, 

Automation Control and EV Charging

163 Hope St. W.
P.O. Box 495
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
Local: 519-655-6802

 Email:info@crescentridge.ca

CONSULTING

• Environmental Site Assessments
• Remediation
• Records of Site Condition
• Excess Soil Management
• Groundwater and Surface
  Water Monitoring

www.cxkenvironmental.com

PAINTING AND DECORATING

Over 30 years of experience.
QUALITY WORK, RELIABLE, CLEAN,

FRIENDLY, AND DONE ON TIME.

INTERIOR PAINTING

519-662-6210
Debbie Norenberg

COLOUR CONSULTATIONS AVAILABLE

LAWN MAINTENANCE

meadowschoicelawncare@gmail.com

Kyle Meadows
519-801-5983

• Rolling • Aerating 
• Fertilizer

• Weed Control 
• Overseeding

LAWN CARE 
PROGRAMS
AVAILABLE

BOOK THIS AD 
SPACE TODAY!

Call Sharon Leis 
at 519-580-5418 

or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

MASONRY

Brick, Block, Stone
Over 50 years experience.

CLAIR 
MASONRY 
LTD

Jim Clair
t 519 634 8341
c 519 496 1255
e bricky53@live.ca

3356 Sandhills Rd.
Baden, ON
N3A 3A7

To book your space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios 
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

CONSTRUCTION ROOFING

Residential Roofing Experts Since 2003

519-749-1986
CALL FOR 

FREE ESTIMATE

lmdroof@gmail.com
www.lmdroof.caROOFING
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500
Order online today!


