
DECEMBER 8, 2023VOLUME 3 • ISSUE 8

PAY-IT-FORWARD PAGE 4 ALICE IN WONDERLAND PAGE 22

STRATFORD
FREE

CONTINUED TO PAGE 2

On November 28, the Stop Violence Against Women 
Committee of Perth County (StopVAW Perth County) 
hosted an evening of education in collaboration with 
partners, including the Stratford Police Services. 

The community was invited to a public viewing 
of StopVAW’s commissioned film Survivor Stories: 
Responding to Domestic Violence in Perth County. 
This screening was during The 16 Days of Activism 
Against Gender-Based Violence. 

The government of Canada recognizes The 16 Days 
of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence in No-
vember and December. The campaign started in 1991 
to call out and speak up on gender-based violence and 
to renew their commitment to end violence against 
women, girls, and 2SLGBTQI+ individuals.

This annual international campaign begins on No-
vember 25, the International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence Against Women, and goes until December 
10, known as Human Rights Day. 

The goal of the StopVAW committee is to work col-
laboratively in an effort to end violence against wom-
en in Perth County by educating community members 
about available local services. The committee is com-
mitted to supporting survivors of domestic violence 

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 
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WINTER WANDER-LAND
Twinkling carousel and s'more roasting by cozy firepits last weekend at Market Square to start the holiday season off right. 

Lights on Stratford officially opens Friday, December 
15, at 5 p.m., with opening remarks and special events 
happening at 6 p.m. in Market Square. Visitors are in-
vited to experience firsthand one of the main attractions 
this year; “Dandelion,” a light art installation making 
its North American premiere travelling all the way 
from Sydney, Australia. 

Dandelions are traditionally known to be the makers 
of wishes when the seeds are blown, and this year’s 
opening night will be based around just that: “What’s 
your wish for the community?”

Zac Gribble, Destination Stratford’s Executive Direc-
tor, says this year that Lights On Stratford is designed 
around the theme of “Emergence,” perfectly aligned 
with how Stratford, as a community, is coming out of 
the COVID-19 pandemic with a focus on resilience and 
vibrancy. 

CONTINUED TO PAGE 5

What's your wish for the 
community? Lights On Stratford 

opens next weekend

(FRED GONDER PHOTO)
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within Perth County and beyond. 
During the screening of the film, com-

mittee members from outreach supports 
within Stratford - Kehlar Hillyer, Poli-
cy and Program Coordinator for City of 
Stratford Social Services; Julia Church, 
Women’s Advocate and Program Coordi-
nator for Emily Murphy Centre; Jen Ole-
newa, Community Projects Lead at Opti-
mism Place; and Alicia Houston, Senior 
Manager of Programs at Optimism Place 
were available to discuss the topic of do-
mestic violence with those in attendance. 

The educational event, held at the 
Stratford City Hall Auditorium, played 
the one-hour-long video which offered 
insight into first-hand accounts of gen-
der-based violence within Perth County 
as well as professional discussion around 
the topics regarding the justice system, 
health system, shelter and second-stage 

systems within the community. 
This video has also been used as a 

training tool for community outreach 
groups, such as the Stratford Police Ser-
vices. 

The StopVAW committee says they 
have very good feedback about the use of 
first-hand accounts for training purpos-
es, “The video stemmed a lot of really 
great conversation about police interac-
tions and domestic violence cases in the 
community,” said Church, “I also talked 
about safety planning and risk assess-
ments with these groups. And we had a 
good discussion about domestic violence 
in our community.”

To learn more or support the commit-
tee, please visit www.stopvawperth.ca or 
contact the StopVAW committee mem-
bers individually as above. You can also 
view the entire film by scrolling down on 
the site's homepage. 

Stratford StopVAW 
Committee hosts an 

evening of discussion 
around Gender-based 

violence 

STOP VIOLENCE
StopVAW Committee members: Kehlar Hillyer, Policy and Program Coordinator for City 
of Stratford Social Services; Julia Church, Women’s Advocate and Program Coordinator 
for Emily Murphy Centre; Jen Olenewa, Community Projects Lead at Optimism Place; and 
Alicia Houston, Senior Manager of Programs at Optimism Place.

(AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE PHOTO)
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City requests community 
input regarding 
Homelessness at 

Community Consultation

The City of Stratford Social Services 
Department hosted a Housing and Home-
lessness Community Consultation on 
Thursday, November 23, from 5 to 8 p.m. 
in the City Hall Auditorium.

In a packed house that evening, city staff 
had to introduce more chairs throughout 
the auditorium to accommodate the num-
ber of community members attending the 
event. 

Speakers from the city discussed hous-
ing and homelessness and how it impacted 
those in the community. They also asked 
for community involvement with regard to 
thoughts and feelings about the state of the 
housing crisis within Stratford. 

Kim McElroy, Director of Social Ser-
vices for The City of Stratford, said, “This 
gathering signifies the power of collabora-
tion and collective action to come together 
to explore innovative solutions for hous-
ing and homelessness and the challenges 
we face,” she continued, “Your perspec-
tives, insights and experiences will pro-
vide invaluable guidance in shaping our 
next update.”

“Everyone has the right to a safe, suit-
able and affordable home,” said Jeff Wil-
son, Housing Manager for The City of 
Stratford, “And everyone has the right to 
support that will help keep them in their 
home.”

The presentation by Wilson discussed 
the different terms used with regard to 
housing, such as attainable housing, af-
fordable housing and community housing, 
as well as the many roles of the Social Ser-
vice Department. 

Wilson noted one crucial role of the so-
cial service department is to administer 
social services to residents in Stratford, 
Perth County and St. Marys between four 
divisions: Housing, Ontario Works, Chil-
dren Services and Anne Hathaway Day 
Care Centre. 

With regard to homelessness, McElroy 
noted that there are currently 153 house-
holds in Stratford, St. Marys, and Perth 
County experiencing homelessness.  

“26% of those households were expe-
riencing unsheltered homelessness being 
that they were sleeping rough outdoors or 
in a shelter or are not fit for human habi-
tation,” said Alex Burgess, Ontario Works 
Manager for The City of Stratford, “This 
is an increase of 7% since last December, 
and currently 92% were experiencing 
chronic homelessness and of those, 50% 
identified as First Nation or having First 
Nations ancestry.”

Currently, the city operates with a 
three-million-dollar budget. Communi-
ty members who attended the event were 
asked how they would divide the allocat-
ed budget between different homelessness 
initiatives. These include community out-
reach support, emergency shelter solu-
tions, housing assistance and supportive 
housing. 

Attendees were asked to divide up the 
allocated funds (by percent) on a budget 
activity form, and this would be used to 
better understand community input as to 
how people in Stratford, St. Marys and 
Perth-County could see tax dollars being 
used to support housing and homeless-
ness. 

Although some people were unreceptive 
to the idea, one Stratford citizen noted, “I 
have sympathy for you trying to organize 
your budget. And I applaud you for seek-
ing our input, but I don't feel I will make 
a well-informed decision without more 
time.” 

Many people did take the time to note 
their thoughts about the allocation of 
funds, which will now be taken into con-
sideration by the City of Stratford to help 
better manage and understand community 
input and how a small portion of the pub-
lic feels the three-million-dollar budget 
should be allocated for homelessness. 

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

There was a room full of attendees at the Housing and Homeless Consultation at the City 
Hall Auditorium.

(AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE PHOTO)
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Stratford restaurants’  
pay-it-forward initiative feeding 

those in need
Diners can give back this holiday season by paying for 

meals for those in need.
Joe’s Diner and Sirkel Foods started pay-it-forward 

programs. Customers can pay for a meal for someone 
who is otherwise unable to afford it. The meal tickets 
go up on a board and those looking for a previously paid 
meal can pick one from the board. 

Dan Myers, co-owner of Joe’s Diner, said the restau-
rant started the pay-it-forward program after seeing a 
Facebook post about the Nelson Street Pub in Pembroke, 
Ontario launching one. 

“Our restaurant is the perfect avenue to do something 
like that,” he said. “Especially that close to downtown 
where a lot of the less fortunate are hanging around and 
where a lot of the programs and community outreach pro-
grams are located. It just makes sense to give it a shot."

So far, over 300 meals have been bought as part of 
Joe’s Diner’s program. The diner offers a breakfast and a 
beverage combo and a soup and sandwich combo for its 
pay-it-forward program. If someone looking for a pay-it-
forward meal wants something different to eat, then the 
restaurant can provide that and cover the difference.

"There's really no set rules to it,” Myers said. “If you're 
hungry and you need a meal, come and grab the chit and 
we'll make sure that happens - no questions asked."

Kelly Ballantyne, co-owner of Sirkel Foods, also saw 
the post about Nelson Street Pub’s pay-it-forward pro-
gram along with the post from Joe’s Diner. She wanted 
to bring such a program to Sirkel Foods, too. 

 “I feel strongly about helping others,” Ballantyne said. 
“We often feed people living on the streets. If we see 
someone sleeping close to Sirkel, we always take them 
out coffee and breakfast.”

Sirkel Foods is including drinks, macaroni and cheese, 
coffee, scones, and soups in its pay-it-forward program. 
Realtor Shaun Pickering also teamed up with the restau-
rant and donated 295 sandwiches, one for every main dish 
sold on November 29. The sandwiches will be donated to 
the Emily Murphy Centre, Optimism Place, Shelterlink, 
Stratford House of Blessing, and a church in St. Marys. 

“This was amazing. So many people came in,” she said.
Myers is thankful for the support from those who came 

in and paid-it-forward, especially with new customers 

coming in to contribute. 
“The thanks isn't to us,” he said. “It's to the community 

for stepping up."
Ballantyne would like to see the program continue. 
“We have already had people pick cards off the wall 

and use them so the program works. If we get too many 
cards then we will make up some sandwiches and send 
them to the Connection Centre or anywhere else that 
needs help,” she said. “I hope the program stays forever. 
You never know when you just might need a little help.”

EMILY STEWART

Times Correspondent

PAY-IT-FORWARD
Sirkel Foods customers can purchase food for someone in 
need as part of the pay-it-forward program, following the 
initiatives run by Joe's Diner and Pembroke's Nelson Street 
Pub

(KELLY BALLANTYNE PHOTO)

CORRECTION: the November 24, 2023 article en-
titled “The Stratford and area Master Gardeners plant 
pollinators to support local wildfire” had incorrected 
listed the name of the Conservation Fund involved. The 

article should have referenced that funding came from 
the Donald McTavish Conservation Fund held within 
The Stratford Perth Community Foundation. The Times 
apologizes for the error.
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On opening night, Lights On Stratford 
will partner with the Stratford Public 
Library and local high school students 
to make this event memorable with a 
Flash(light) Mob. Students will use their 
phone flashlights to add to the creation 
of the dandelion display, and a drone will 
capture the event. Community members 
and visitors are encouraged to come out 
and experience the fun and excitement of 
opening night. 

“Stratford is home to some of the 
world’s most creative artists and design-
ers,” said Gribble, “Lights on Stratford 
has not only found a way to harness this 
during the winter months but also offers 
a way for the community to gather in our 
public areas to experience connection, 
meaning and joy.”

Although Destination Stratford orga-
nizes the events and displays, Gribble 
notes, "Lights On Stratford is a commu-
nity-wide collaboration, all with com-
munity connection in mind.” 

This year, fun for the whole family 
also includes free skating at the histor-
ic William Allman Memorial Arena for 
Lights On Stratford Skate Dates starting 
at 3 p.m. on Friday, December 15. “We 
thought, wouldn’t it be great to combine 
skating on ice with colourful lights pro-
jected on the surface, so we partnered 
with the City to offer free public skat-
ing that everyone can enjoy, whether as a 
couple, a family, with friends or skating 
solo,” said Gribble. 

Similar to last year, Destination Strat-
ford has partnered with Stratford City 
Transit to offer a free and accessible 
hop-on-hop-off shuttle bus for festival 
patrons; however, this year, there will be 
two buses, allowing for a bus pickup at 
each stop every 15 minutes. “We found 
a single bus took about half an hour to 
do the full loop,” said Gribble, “so we’re 
excited about doubling the capacity to 
halve the wait time. We’ve also turned 

the shuttle buses themselves into roving 
light displays.”

A favourite display returns this year to 
Tom Patterson Island: Space Island. Sim-
ilar to what was seen at the location two 
years ago, however, this year is much 
larger, including a new interactive light 
installation titled Lunar Lamp Posts. 
“Space Island combines multiple light 
elements across the entire island and will 
be visually striking from all sides of the 
river,” said Gribble. 

“Lights on Stratford very much came 
out of the recovery response to COVID,” 
said Gribble, “It came at a time when in-
door activities were closed, and the the-
atre was temporarily shuttered. We've 
got an interesting mandate, which is, in 
part, a layered strategy to tackle season-
ality for the local visitor economy, but 
we're also a big proponent of regenera-
tive tourism, where tourism plays an ac-
tive role in improving the quality of life 
for residents within the community.” The 
size and scope of the light art attractions 
have grown yearly over the four years 
since the inception of the lights festival 
during the pandemic and have had great 
feedback from community members and 

businesses alike. “The feedback we're 
getting each year from local residents 
is truly wonderful,” said Gribble, “and 
we also have many businesses within 
the community asking how they can be 
involved, and it’s really motivating for 
us to experience all of their enthusiastic 
support as evidenced by over 50 local 
corporate sponsors this winter.”

This year, Destination Stratford re-
ceived a contribution from the City of 
Stratford to help support the festival. 
“The biggest single funding source is 
cash and in-kind sponsorship from local 
businesses,” said Gribble, “and their sup-
port is an excellent sign that we’re doing 
something right; that we’re on the right 
track and businesses in the community 
are aligned with our vision.” 

Investments from the community in 
the Lights Festival are being noticed 
across the world, and Lights On Stratford 
is seen as an innovator in destination de-
velopment. Gribble notes that because of 
this, Stratford is being rec-
ognized. “We've received 
provincial awards for in-
novation, and I'm speaking 
tomorrow at a Destination 

Canada event about Lights On Strat-
ford,” said Gribble. “We've had many 
conversations with other cities and des-
tinations, including nearby communities 
as well as those further afield, such as the 
Flatiron District in New York City, who 
reached out to us to learn more about our 
approach and experiences. We are keen 
to continue developing a light art culture 
in Ontario and hope that an increasing 
number of light festivals keep our win-
ters shining bright across the province.”

Gribble notes that large-scale des-
tination development projects such as 
Lights On Stratford take time to reach 
maximum impact, but sometimes, slow 
and steady wins the race. “One of our 
festival’s goals is to be a cultural anchor 
tenant that enables an increasing number 
of other cultural activities to take place 
during the winter months. Creating a 
vibrant cultural tourism for this time of 
year will take time, but we’re very en-
couraged by all the cultural activations 
that have already formed in a relatively 
short period of time.” 

“If we collectively employ a regenera-
tive tourism lens, we will make our com-
munity more vibrant in a way that both 
residents and visitors will embrace,” says 
Gribble. “The best tourism development 
projects are those that directly improve 
the community by providing opportuni-
ties for joy, meaning and connection.”

You can join Lights On Stratford for 
opening night remarks and festivities at 
Market Square on Friday, December 15 
at 6 p.m. and keep an eye out for other 
events throughout the festival, including 
free skating at William Allman Memo-
rial Arena, silent disco at the LightWall 
display, and much more at lightsonstrat-
ford.ca.

BLOWES CARDS & GIFTS
Open

Mon-Fri 9-6
Sat 10-4; Sun 12-4

Downtown
34 Wellington Street

519-271-5712

Open
Mon-Fri 10-8;

Sat 10-5; Sun 12-5

Hallmark
Stratford Mall

519-271-5713

Creating Christmas Memories for 70 years in Stratford and area!

DOUGLAS 
CUDDLE TOYS

HALLMARK KEEPSAKE 
ORNAMENTS

PUZZLES

SHERRIE ROULSTON
Real Estate Broker 
email: sherrieroulston@royallepage.ca 
Direct:  519-272-3578

 A Passion 
for People

What's your wish for the community? 
Lights On Stratford opens next weekend

EXPERIENCE THE FUN
The Dandelion Light Installation is coming to Stratford.

( CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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HPHA recognizes staff at a recent Community 
Connections Event 

Festive RIDE Campaign reminds drivers to make a plan

Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance 
(HPHA) recognized their team’s accom-
plishments with the annual Awards of Ex-
cellence presentation at the recent Com-
munity Connections event at the Rotary 
Complex. The presentation also provided 
an update on the activities across the Alli-
ance, including staff retention and clinical 
services. 

Andrew Williams, President and CEO 
of Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance, spoke 
first, describing his appreciation to staff 
members, “If there's anything that you 
want to convey during these sessions, it is 
how incredible the HPHA team is and how 
proud we all are to be associated with an 
organization with such a dynamic group.”

Later, Williams started the presenta-
tion of the awards ceremony by reading 
through some of the nomination forms 
submitted by staff at HPHA, “I've had the 
opportunity to read through the nomina-
tions that came in, and it really is heart-
warming to see what people say about 
their peers.”

Jackie Tam, Director of Patient Care, 
then presented the award for Collaborat-
ing with Exceptional Care to the Interdis-
ciplinary Stroke Team for their collabora-
tive work to bring exceptional care to the 
community. 

The Optimism Award was given to 
Daniel Moutte, Manager of IT Operations 
(pictured), for his consistent optimism 
and positive mindset, especially through 
COVID-19. Moutte’s staff from the IT de-
partment were among those who came to 

see the award presented to their beloved 
manager. 

“Winning this award is like the positiv-
ity jackpot,” said Moutte, “Thank you for 
recognizing the importance of keeping 
things positive. Thank you for inspiring 
me to create an environment where pos-
itivity is celebrated, and thank you for 
inspiring me to create an environment 
where positivity is celebrated.”

The next award was the Leadership 
Award of Excellence, which was presented 
to Emily Ohler-Adams, Supervisor, Med-
ical Device Reprocessing Department 
(MDRD), who has worked for HPHA for 
over 22 years. Her work as a supervisor 
has shown empathy, passion, dedication, 
and a ‘fantastic sense of humour,’ accord-
ing to her co-workers. She was recognized 
as being a positive reinforcement in the 
department. 

The medical reprocessing department 
cleans, reprocesses and sterilizes all hos-
pital equipment, including surgical sup-
plies, and Ohler-Adams oversees all oper-
ations within the department. 

Williams ended the award presentation: 
"Healthcare is people looking after peo-
ple, and the better the people are, the bet-
ter the care is.”

The other awards that were presented 
were as follows: Engaging with Passion 
Award was given to Stephanie Untucht 
from Environmental Services (HPHA 
Stratford); The Innovation Award of Ex-
cellence was presented to Elizabeth Cal-
laghan, Nurse Practitioner; and the Lead-
ership Award of Excellence – Physician 
was presented to Dr. Eric Thomas. 

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

HPHA RECOGNIZES OUTSTANDING STAFF
Daniel Moutte, Manager of IT Operations, received the The Optimism Award for his consis-
tent optimism and positive mindset, especially through COVID-19.

The Festive RIDE Campaign is un-
derway, running from November 16th 
to January 1st. Perth County OPP and 
Stratford Police Services are visibly out 
this time of year to help remind drivers 
that driving while impaired is against 
the law.

This is the season where people get 
together and celebrate, but must do so 
with a plan beforehand. The safest thing 
is to plan to use a taxi, have a designated 
driver, plan to stay the night, or use pub-
lic transit if available.

“The Festive RIDE allows us to edu-
cate drivers of the dangers of drinking 
and driving. This is the season where 
people socialize more so we want to 
make sure that people plan ahead and 
have a ride home. Every year we do a 
Festive RIDE, we’ve been out since No-
vember 16th in all of our communities,” 

said Perth County OPP Inspector Wendy 
Burrow.

Drivers can expect to see the police 
doing RIDE operations at any time of 
day, not just the afternoon and evenings. 
Impairment by alcohol or drugs can hap-
pen at any time. This is an effective way 
to locate those drivers that are impaired 
as well as act as a reminder to stay safe 
and make the right choices.

“People may wonder why we are here 
at eleven in the morning but we find im-
paired drivers at seven in the morning 
and we find them at seven at night. This 
is also a reminder to drivers to have a 
safe ride home,” said Inspector Burrow.

So far in 2023, as of November 24th, 
there have been 78 impaired driving 
charges laid. The Perth County OPP and 
Stratford Police remain committed to 
keeping the roadways in Perth County, 
the City of Stratford, and the Town of St. 
Marys safe from drug-impaired and al-
cohol-impaired drivers. 

LISA CHESTER

Times Correspondent

ARRIVE ALIVE
Members of the Perth County OPP and Stratford Police conduct the official launch of the 
Festive RIDE program on November 24th.

(LISA CHESTER PHOTO)

(AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE PHOTO)
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Cremation / Aquamation
Full Service Funerals

DID YOU KNOW…
… that AQUAMATION or GREEN BURIAL is the 

environmentally friendly alternative to cremation or 

traditional burial after a death occurs in Ontario? 

It IS possible to exit clean!

• NO EMISSION OF GASES • NO BURNING OF FOSSIL 

FUELS • A GENTLE AND NATURAL PROCESS

If you’re concerned, ask us:

Rutherford
Cremation & Funeral Services

United Way Perth Huron announces United 
Housing Initiative 

After a year and a half of planning 
and work behind the scenes, United Way 
Perth-Huron (UWPH) officially an-
nounced its United Housing Initiative. 

United Housing’s focus is as a non-prof-
it developer and operator of affordable 
rental supply. United Housing also aims 
to take a lead role in helping current land-
lords by fundraising, renovating and oper-
ating units so buildings don’t sit unused; 
partnering with developers to help meet 
government requirements around afford-
able housing units; and creating workforce 
housing so people can afford to live in the 
community they work in. 

For United Housing, affordable housing 
is defined as taking up no more than 30 
percent of an individual or family’s in-
come every month

“We are pleased to unveil the next 
evolution of our work on housing,” said 
Mitchell Rhodes, director of United Hous-

ing. “UWPH has been doing a lot in this 
space over the past three years because 
we want to build something special in our 
region. We know it will take time and ef-
fort for our community to solve homeless-
ness, but we’re going to continue reaching 
out to partners and supporters to build a 
made-in-Perth-Huron solution that fits lo-
cal needs.” 

The United Housing Initiative will work 
throughout Huron Perth to develop and 
operate mixed-income housing to help 
ease the burden of the housing crisis in 
the area, “We're intentionally doing mixed 

housing for two reasons,” said Ryan Erb, 
UWPH executive director, “Market work-
force and affordable units. The point is 
that we want to ensure that by principle, 
we're not segregating people in any way.”

“One thing we really want people to 
know is that we’re also going to be work-
ing as a Property Management Service for 
those who have rental properties but don’t 
want to be landlords,” said Erb, “We can 
work with landlords to manage the proper-
ties and just sign the cheque to landlords.” 

“With United Housing, we’re aiming to 
help ease a housing crisis we all either see 
or are experiencing firsthand,” said Erb, 
“This is important work, and only through 
the support from our community can we 
raise the $543,000 necessary to continue 
our work.”

The finances raised will go directly to-
wards housing projects that are currently 
underway, including eight current proj-
ects, some right here in Stratford, “We do 
have eight projects in the early phase of 
development,” said Erb, “But at this time, 
we cannot release information to the pub-
lic on those specific units.”

United Housing Initiative will work 
closely with the municipal government to 
house those in need, and there is said to be 
an application process as soon as the units 
become available. 

Erb ended by stating, “We hope to en-
sure that everyone in the community has 
access to safe, affordable housing choic-
es.”

For more information or to donate to 
the United Housing Initiative, please vis-
it perthhuron.unitedway.ca.

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

UNITED HOUSING
Mitchell Rhodes, director of United Housing and Ryan Erb, UWPH executive director at the 
Housing and Homelessness Consultation in November

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

CHARITY DRIVE
The Stratford Police Services held their annual toy drive outside of Walmart (Stratford) and 
Canadian Tire (St. Marys) in late November to support the Salvation Army and the House 
of Blessing.
Both toy drives were very successful," said Cst Darren Fischer, Media Relations Officer at 
The City of Stratford Police Services, "We had a great variety of items. There was a good 
range of toys for children of all ages and spectrums. It was great to see the community 
support." 
Pictured: Gracie Dafoe and Cst Darren Fischer at the toy drive at Walmart in Stratford 

(SARAH CAIRNS PHOTO)

Decorate your home or business 
during the holiday season for the Light 
Up Stratford Contest.  From Thursday, 
December 14th  to Sunday, December 
17th, judges from the volunteer CBEAC 
(Civic Beautification and Environmental 
Awareness Committee) will be view-
ing homes and businesses.  Please have 
your lights on by 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.  

Judging is based on creativity, innova-
tion, environmental elements and curb 
appeal.  The Committee thanks Orr In-
surance, Dordel Unique Awards for their 
sponsorship of the Light Up Stratford 
Contest.

For more information please contact 
Bonnie 519-271-4545 or cbeacstrat-
ford@yahoo.ca

Light Up Stratford Contest 
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Pride and Joy by Frank J. Sileo @SPL: 
JP Sileo.  

Not He or She, I’m Me by A.M. Wild @
SPL: JP Wild.  

Everything Possible by Fred Small @
SPL J 782.421582 Sma.

This month I’ve chosen three books for 
younger children that focus on inclusiv-
ity.

Not He or She, I’m Me is a beautiful-
ly written picture book by A. M. Wild, 
with vibrant illustrations by Kah Yangni. 
It’s an introduction to the gender-neutral 
pronouns, and is a wonderful celebration 
of the non-binary child.

The second picture book I’d like to share is called, Pride 
and Joy by Frank J. Sileo. Joy has a big brother called 
Noah, who is being bullied about being gay. Joy is so proud 
of Noah. He makes the best cookies and he’s great at skate-
boarding. Most of all, he’s always kind to her. But when 
Joy sees her brother being bullied, it makes her heart sick. 
She’s just a little girl, and what can she do to support her 
brother? Joy’s Mom comes up with an idea, to help Joy 

become an ally to Noah.
This is a wonderful tale, explaining 

how we can support the people we love, 
and it has a list of discussion questions at 
the end of the story.

Finally, a book based on a song by Fred 
Small, Everything Possible. The original 
song was inspired by Small’s friendship 
with a fellow musician. His friend’s son 
was experiencing bullying at school, 
mainly because of his gentle, quiet per-
sonality, so Small wrote the song, and 
subsequently the book, to show kids 
it’s OK to be who you are. There’s a QR 

code at the back of the book so that children can hear the 
song. Everything Possible is a great reminder that it’s OK 
to be who we are, and to love who we love.

These three books are just a taste of the many gender 
affirming stories that we have here at the library - stories 
that encourage kids to be themselves. 

Heather Lister
Public Service Librarian
Stratford Public Library

Queer Book of the Month

Weekend Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

1) Who was the first U.S President to be 

assassinated?

2) What country has the most natural lakes?

3) Which Austin Powers character loved gold?

4) Which planet is known as the "Red Planet"?

5) What is the square root of 16?

6) In 2004, what became the first Morse code 

characters to be added since WWII?

7) What country does curling originate from?

8) Which bird has the largest wingspan?

9) How many herbs and spices are in Colonel 

Sanders’ original KFC recipe?

10) What is the most common eye color in humans?

The City of Stratford implements Care Kit Program 
to help individuals experiencing Homelessness 

The Outreach staff from the City of 
Stratford, Town of St. Marys, Municipali-
ty of North Perth, Stratford Police Service, 
Ontario Provincial Police, Community 
Paramedic program, and the Canadian 
Mental Health Association have recently 
implemented a new Community Care Kit 
program to support those who are experi-
encing homelessness in the communities. 

These partners will keep large yellow 
backpacks consisting of Care Kits in their 
vehicles, which will help provide support 
options and safety measures to individu-
als in encampments and sleeping rough 
through the colder months.  

"We understand that during harsh 
weather conditions, people may not al-
ways have immediate access to essential 
supplies,” said John Ritz, Homelessness 
and Housing Stability Supervisor of the 
Social Services Department at the City of 
Stratford, “After witnessing the success 
of a similar initiative in North Perth, we 
wanted to extend this support throughout 

our service area to assist anyone in need. 
We believe that this program will become 
a vital source of assistance in our commu-
nity for years to come.”

This program is aimed to provide sup-
port and build trust between Outreach 
staff, partner agencies, and the individuals 
within the community. 

“We're hoping to gain an opportunity to 
have just a little bit more reach and pro-
vide support to those who are experienc-
ing homelessness,” said Cst Darren Fisch-
er, Media Relations Officer at The City of 
Stratford Police Services, “We want peo-
ple to be aware that we are here to pro-
vide whatever resources they need. The 
Care Kit program is a gentle reminder that 
we’re here to help.” 

The Care Kit backpacks only cost the 
city $1,166, and the supplies will be ap-
proximately $15-$20 each, which will be 
funded within the current Homelessness 
Prevention Program budget for 2023.

Community partners will provide the 
kits to individuals on an as-needed basis. 
Kits will include but are not limited to the 
following:

• A list of community services and 
phone numbers in the area in which they 
are located

• A printout of warming stations and 
community meals, locations, and times

• Single-use disposable hand and glove 
warmers

• Gloves and hats
• City of Stratford Transit and PC Con-

nect schedules.
• Lip balm
• A gift card for local establishments
• Reusable water bottle
• Socks
The success of this program will propel 

the city to move forward with similar ini-
tiatives throughout next year as well,” said 
Ritz, “As we continuously evaluate how 
we can best serve our community, we are 
also planning to launch a similar program 
in spring, focusing on supplies suitable for 
the changing weather. We are grateful for 
our strong community partners who ac-
tively support these initiatives, allowing 
us to collaboratively serve those who are 
most vulnerable in our community." 

ESSENTIALS
Newly implemented Care Kit Program 
backpack that community partners will 
carry. The colour is aimed to draw attention 
and be a proactive way to engage with the 
community about the program. 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

What is the future of Falstaff Family Centre? McKennitt seeking input

The Falstaff Family Centre is losing its 
anchor tenant, and the owner and director 
of the centre is looking for suggestions on 
what to do with the building.

The centre announced in a November 
27 press release that the Perth Care Cen-
tre for Kids will no longer run the Early-
ON program as of January 1, 2024, as the 
contract with the City of Stratford’s Social 
Services was not renewed. EarlyON pro-
vided programming and support services 
for families with children from newborn to 
six-years old. The Falstaff Family Centre 
saw 22,000 children since opening more 

than 20 years ago.
Loreena McKennitt, singer/songwriter 

and the owner and director of the Falstaff 
Family Centre, said the EarlyON program 
was the main tenant of the building. Since 
purchasing the 1929 neo-gothic building 
in November 2000, McKennitt has wel-
comed Big Brothers, Big Sisters, Snoezel-
en Room, Family Services Perth Huron, 
and Kindermusik to use the space, among 
others. 

The building on 35 Waterloo Street 
North is currently occupied by the Strat-
ford Middle Years School and the Multi-
cultural Association of Perth Huron. The 
Falstaff Family Centre also worked with 
Indigenous communities to bring a medi-

cine wheel garden and host Indigenous-re-
lated activities such as Truth and Reconcil-
iation Day programming. 

“I know I own a very important heritage 
building in this city and in the neighbour-
hood,” McKennitt said. “I felt a moral ob-
ligation to actually allow the community 
to decide what should become of it next.”

The Falstaff Family Centre held a brief-
ing on November 5, with discussions to 
follow under the name “The 
Future of FFC – The Dis-
cussion Begins.” The pub-
lic consultations within the 
next months will encourage 
residents to present their 
ideas about their vision for 

the beloved heritage building. 
“We've just seen the Avon Crest build-

ing come down and I know that with any 
heritage building, you want to feel that 
the community has time to consider their 
options,” McKennitt said. “I think it's just 
too special of a place for me to just put up 
for sale and have side-by-side duplexes or 
something there.” 

EMILY STEWART

Times Correspondent
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In 1895, a group of Stratford women pub-
lished a small book of Christmas themed 
stories called Green Holly to raise aware-
ness of the need for a “house of refuge” for 
vulnerable people in Stratford and Perth 
County. Copies of the book are preserved 
at Stratford-Perth Archives. One of the 
stories is reprinted here. It was written by 
Katharine McLagan McKenzie. I believe 
that Katharine was the daughter of Hugh 
and Catherine McKenzie (nee McLagan). 
The McKenzies were married in Stratford 
on December 13, 1859. Both were born in 
Scotland. Hugh McKenzie is described 
as a merchant in the 1861 census. At one 
point the family lived on Ontario Street, 
near the corner of Nile Street. When Cath-
erine McKenzie died in 1904, her obitu-
ary described how her parents, William 
and Grace McLagan, moved to Stratford 
in 1845 and that she lived here until her 
family moved to Toronto at some point. 
Catherine’s obituary also notes that she 
was survived by four daughters, includ-
ing “Miss Katherine McKenzie of Toron-
to.” Katherine was born on September 25, 
1878. She never married. She died in 1947 
in Michigan where she had gone to live 
with one of her sisters. 

Katherine’s tale is a love story with a past 
tragedy and demonic forces threatening a 
happy future for a young couple, Cambell 
and Nell. It is told by Bailey, a “sad bro-
ken-down old man” in his fifties, who has 
a close relationship with Cambell and is 
friendly with Nell and her brother, Doc 
Anderson. Full of Christian references 
typical of the time and the writer’s social 
context, it is an interesting contribution to 
the tradition of stories of the supernatural 
as entertainment during the darkest time 
of the year. From Beowolf to The Winter’s 
Tale to Dr. Who specials, we have long 
welcomed distraction from a sometimes 
cold, dark reality by imagining good tri-
umphing over the evil in our world.

AN AFTER-DINNER YARN
By Katherine McLagan McKenzie
We had been sitting round the open fire, 

smoking. It was Xmas Eve. Cambell had 
just finished telling us a tall ghost story, 
which he swore was true. I could hear 
Doc Anderson chaffing him about it, but 
my thoughts were far away. I was aroused 
from my reverie by hearing Cambell say, 
“So you think there is no sixth sense, do 

you? I know better.” I looked round star-
tled, “Bailey thinks you are a little off, 
Cambell, and so do I,” Doc said carelessly.

A new note in Cambell’s voice had 
stirred some old memories long since bur-
ied in my heart. I am fifty-five, Cambell 
is twenty-eight; yet, if a sad, broken-down 
old man and a gay rollicking lad with nev-
er a care or a sorrow, can be friends, we 
have been that for ten long years – no for 
only nine – for he is so much changed that I 
have had a new lad to love this year – such 
an earnest steady lad, full of determina-
tion to redeem the past. One of Cambell’s 
old chums walked up street with me the 
other day – Cambell was on the other side. 

“What has got into Cam-
bell anyway?” he asked me 
confidentially. “He won’t 
touch a drop of anything, 
and as for going anywhere 
that isn’t first cousin to a 
church you might as well 
ask your grandmother.”

But to come back to 
the present, Cambell was 
saying, “I guess you two 
fellows have often won-
dered what has made me 
so different this last year. 
Well, I’m going to tell you 
– and when I am through 
you may believe or not in 

what I call the sixth sense. Now don’t in-
terrupt me; I’ll try to tell it straight. One 
year ago today I was in a restless mood 
and I wandered all over the town. I had a 
strange feeling of impending evil. I did not 
know what to do with myself. You were 
away Bailey. In the evening I went over to 
your place, Doc. I remember you met me 
at the door and asked where I got my long 
face. “Go in and see Nell; she has a long 
face too, and misery loves company, you 
know,” you laughed.

“Miss Nell certainly seemed unlike her-
self. She was restless, and looked unhap-
py. Conversation dragged. The feeling of 
danger and of impending evil deepened; 
I grew desperate, Miss Nell’s manner 
became more and more constrained. My 
mind was a blank. I tried to speak, but all 
I could think was, Rose of my heart I love 
you – and I dared not say that. As the mo-
ments passed this strange feeling intensi-
fied; in my distress I instinctively cried to 
God for help. All at once the years rolled 
back; in one of those odd soul illumina-
tions of which I have often read, I saw 
what lay between Miss Nell and myself – 
it was the dead body of poor Polly.”

His voice choked, his eyes were dim. 
We waited in silent sympathy. We knew 
the story – it is too long to tell here. Poor 
lad! The heart he had so madly wooed 
and won at twenty he had thrown away at 

twenty-three. And Polly – broken-hearted 
Polly – had drowned herself in wild de-
spair, and on the next day but one her body 
had drifted into shore. He went on trem-
blingly, “It was the great temptation of 
my life; the devil whispered two or three 
versions of the story in my ear – all partly 
true, too. Another voice said, “Now is the 
time; don’t delay; tell the whole truth.” I 
rose and walked over to where Nell was 
sitting – something seemed to guide me. I 
said – or rather a voice said, “Miss Nell, I 
love you with all my heart and soul, but I 
dare not ask you to be my wife until I have 
told you something.” I thought the voices 
would be still if I were near my love, but 
they kept right on. “Tell the whole truth,” 
said the one, solemnly. “What! Lose the 
girl you love,” mocked the other. “She will 
hate and despise you. It is not at all neces-
sary that she should know the whole truth. 
Tell her ---” “Would you perjure your 
soul?” interrupted the other voice, sternly.

“In despair I began to tell her the sto-
ry, the two voices each prompting me. 
Word by word they fought for the mastery. 
Stumblingly, with Nell’s hands firmly 
clasped in mine to give me courage, I told 
the whole bitter, shameful truth.

“Since then Nell has told me that all 
that day she had had a sense of impending 
evil – doubts of me flashed through her 
mind; unformed suspicions clung to her 
consciousness, and in the evening when I 
called a mocking voice, whispered, “Ask 
him about Polly.” Distressed, torn by con-
flicting emotions, she too had cried to God 
for help. He heard us both I know, for the 
voices ceased.”

“That is a very odd story” Doc remarked 
when Cambell paused. “It certainly was a 
temptation of the devil but that is common 
enough.”

“But you have not heard the whole sto-
ry yet,” my lad interrupted. “The next day 
Nell received a letter from a person who 
had been a friend of Polly’s. She apolo-
gized for her interference by saying that, 
though she was almost a stranger to Nell, 
some unseen force impelled her to lay the 
facts of the case before her that very night. 
The letter was dated December 23rd – that 
is the night before Xmas Eve. The writing 
of that letter was a fiendish act I think, and 
so does Nell.”

“But if the letter were written the night 
before Xmas Eve, how was it that it did not 
reach Nell until Xmas Day,” her brother 
objected.

“Nell forgot to send for her mail that day 
– at least you would say ‘forgot.’ I main-
tain that her sixth sense took possession of 
the field and saved us both.”

He stopped abruptly. We two smoked on 
in silence – Cambell never touches a pipe 
now-a-days. I thought wonderingly over 
my lad’s story. Had the Prince of Dark-
ness prompted Nell to ask Cambell about 
Polly, at the same time tempting him to 
lie to her so that she would hate him when 
she learned the truth from that letter? 
Then he must have known about the letter 
lying in the post office even then. Does 
he really know everything, then? Was 
my next thought. I turned wearily away 
from these perplexing questions and fell 
to dreaming.

Times Past: Green Holly
BETTY JO BELTON

Stratford-Perth Archives

CONTINUED TO PAGE 13
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New Cars Arriving Daily at Stratford Kia

Sales, Service & Parts

2024 Seltos

2024 Kia Niro EV

2024 Kia Soul

2024 Kia Telluride

2024 Kia EV6

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

Athens Greek Souvlaki and Gyro matching 
donations to the Salvation Army 

Terry Voulkaridis, Owner of Athens 
Greek Souvlaki & Gyro, located at 804 
Ontario Street, is matching all donations 
given to the Salvation Army kettle pot in-
side the restaurant. 

Voulkaridis immigrated to Canada in 
1969 and says not a day goes by that he 
doesn’t think about how lucky his fami-
ly was to have the support of the Salva-
tion Army during those fragile first years 
in Canada, “The Salvation Army came; 
God bless them. They gave us long johns, 
boots and gloves. They gave us their 
hearts. They're wonderful people who 
never discriminate.”

This is why he and his staff have decid-
ed to match all donations from their kettle 
pot, which will go towards the Christmas 
Campaign for The Salvation Army, “The 
Salvation Army saved my family, and I 
want to make sure I give back to them 
as they gave to me,” said Voulkaridis, 
“Let’s put a smile on every child’s face 
this year.”

The Salvation Army kettle pot Christ-
mas campaign was started back in 1906 
in order to collect donations for the most 
vulnerable. Currently, there are kettles 
in more than 2,000 locations across the 
country.

“The funds we raise go to support our 
community services,” said Richard Hon-
charsky, The Salvation Army Stratford - 
St. Marys Executive Director, “This sup-
ports our food banks, our Back-to-School 
programs, Christmas hampers and Kids 
Sending Kids to Camp program.”

This year, the Christmas campaign 
starts on November 17 and will run until 
December 23. This is the Salvation Ar-
my’s sole yearly fundraiser, “In these five 
weeks during the campaign, we raise our 
operating funds for the whole year,” said 
Honcharsky. 

Currently, the Salvation Army staff and 
volunteers are completing Christmas reg-
istrations for their Christmas hampers. 
These hampers will provide food and 
toys to people in Stratford and St. Marys, 
“We're just a hub of activity right now,” 
said Honcharsky, “It's a short period of 
time and we need to raise the funds so we 
can operate.”

Honcharsky also noted that being ap-
proached by Voulkaridis was a great op-
portunity, “it’s a win-win,” he said, “Ter-
ry asked us if we could set up a kettle in 
the store and as soon as we did, he started 
filling it up with 10-dollar bills; Just to set 
a precedence, he’s a great guy!”

Because of the rising costs of food and 
housing, Honcharsky notes that the need 
this year is greater than ever. “We've no-
ticed more than a number of people who 
haven't used our services before are ac-
cessing them, and the need is just so much 
greater than it has been in previous years.”

Honcharsky also said that if you’re 
looking for other ways to support the 
Salvation Army, they welcome kettle pot 
volunteers. “We're all kind of involved 
and active, but we always welcome volun-
teers; they are essential.”

If you can, stop in at Athens Greek Sou-
vlaki & Gyro to donate, where Terry will 
double your Salvation Army kettle pot 
donation.

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

MATCHING DONATIONS
Terry Voulkaridis, owner of Athens Greek Souvlaki and Gyro, stands with the Salvation 
Army donation kettle inside the restaurant where he and his staff match, dollar-for-dollar, 
all donations made at this location. 

(AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE PHOTO)
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Merry
Christmas

&  H a p p y  N e w  Y e a r

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing 
elit. Duis ipsum purus, placerat quis nibh sed, cursus 

faucibus justo.

XING MONTHXING MONTHBB
STRATFORD HYUNDAI IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 

THEIR BOXING MONTH SALE.
Enjoy boxing day savings for the entire month at Stratford Hyundai. 

Our customers and community come first and we want to make sure that not only you get 
the best deal but we are giving back to the community on a new or used vehicles.

$100 Donation to 
Stratford House of Blessing 

with every vehicle sold

250 Visa prepaid gift cards 
for Christmas

• $500 off all pre-owned vehicle accessory packages      • Trade in bonus up to $1,500  
• Double referral program

Free winter tires on select 
instock and incoming new 

vehicles

2019 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$23,99932,804 kms

Leather, Sunroof, Heated steering wheel

2020 HYUNDAI KONA

$25,99993,102 kms

Luxury, Locally Owned, AWD, Leather, 
Sunroof

2019 LEXUS IS

$34,59973,496 kms

AWD, 3.5L, Heat Seats, Rear Cam, Leather

2018 HYUNDAI KONA

$21,99877,546 kms

Essential, Bluetooth, Rear Camera

2021 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500

$45,99871,762 kms

LT1, CarPlay, Heat Seat/Steer, Conv Pkg, WiFi

2022 JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED 

$69,99912,153 kms

Rubicon, 4x4, Eco Diesel, Hard Top

2023 HYUNDAI ELANTRA N

$34,885471 kms

Sunroof, Ambient Lights

2022 RAM 1500 LARAMIE

$61,45919,872 kms

Leather, Remote Start, Nav

2019 GENESIS G80

$34,99846,371 kms

Tech AWD, Leather, Sunroof, Nav, HUD

2018 MERCEDES-BENZ CLA

$25,59946,371 kms

4MATIC, Heated Seats, Rain Sensing Wipers, 
BT

SALESALE

640 Lorne Ave E, Stratford, ON, N5A 6S5
Sales: 855-929-2892 • Parts: 855-929-2921

Hours of operation
Mon - Thu 9am - 8pm | Fri - Sat 9am - 5pm | Sun Closed

www.stratfordhyundai.com
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The 2024 Passport to Savings 
book has been launched just in 
time for gift giving. Now in its 
eleventh year, there are over two 
hundred businesses participat-
ing. Compared to the first year of 
just about one hundred and twen-
ty, your opportunity to save has 
grown tremendously.

The Passport to Savings book 
is the joint fundraiser for Strat-
ford House of Blessing, Simple 
Dreams Ministries and the Strat-
ford Kiwanis Club in which all 
proceeds stay within the commu-
nity through these three organisa-
tions.

“It’s not just Stratford anymore, 
it covers Stratford, St Marys, 
Mitchell, Tavistock and Shake-
speare. It truly is a win-win situ-
ation for the people that buy it and 
the organizations that benefit from 
it,” said Richard Kneider, founder 
of Simple Dreams Ministries.

The House of Blessing has been 
very hard hit this year with do-
nations down and demand rising 
dramatically since the onset of 
the pandemic. Funds are used to 
purchase food for their clients and 
to keep the House of Blessing op-
erating.

“The numbers have continued 
to rise. Not only have food dona-

tions dropped but more people are 
coming in through the doors. We 
are on track for just over fourteen 
thousand people this year and last 
year was under twelve thousand. 
So even in one year it’s quite 
a jump. I think we are at a 27% 
increase over last year in visits,” 
shared Kelsey Lauerson, resource 
coordinator for the Stratford 
House of Blessing.

Simple Ministries can be found 
at the Farmers' Market on Satur-

day mornings where they are now 
able to offer debit payment for the 
book as well as cash or cheque.

“We’re so so pleased. It was 
always cash or cheque but now 
they can do debit and on Satur-
day we sold sixty. Twenty-five of 
those were debit so that’s sales we 
wouldn’t have had before,” said 
Kneider.

Doing a home reno? There’s dis-
counts on flooring, or windows 
and doors. Need new eye glass-

es? There’s a discount for that 
too. There are deals for your pets, 
home and décor, health and beau-
ty, restaurants, specialty foods, 
entertainment, automotive, and 
more. A full list of offers is avail-
able online at simpledreams.org 
and shob.org.

Funds raised to benefit Simple 
Dreams are used to help fund 
their annual dinner, To Stratford 
with Love which is being held on 
December 16th this year. This is 

the thirty-fifth year of the annual 
dinner which welcomes every-
one for a free meal. Another item 
that they find in demand through-
out the year is the need for beds. 
Agencies are now reaching out to 
them with clients in need.

“We actually got an email from 
someone in Brantford needing 
help, as far away as that. If we can 
help in any way, that’s what we are 
here for,” said Kneider.

The Kiwanis Club also serves 
the community in many ways. 
They make cash donations to 
non-profits in the community 
like The Local. They are behind 
the summer concerts in the park 
series on Sunday nights and the 
highly successful Kiwanis Fes-
tival of Performing Arts. They 
build parks for children in Strat-
ford as well as operate the Garlic 
Festival.

Passport to Savings books re-
main the same price of $50 and 
can be purchased at a number of 
locations. They can be found at 
Stratford House of Blessing, Mar-
lin Travel, YNCU, Jiffy Lube, 
Stratford Home Furnishings and 
Stratford Home Furnishings Out-
let, members of Kiwanis Club 
and Stratford Farmer’s Market on 
Saturday mornings. They are also 
available online through the House 
of Blessing’s website https://www.
shob.org/passport-to-savings.

196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633

2024 CALENDARS ARE 
GOING QUICKLY

OPTI-CASH CALENDAR DRAW
Nov. 26 Ev Scott, St. Marys  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Nov. 27 Shaun Pickering, Stratford  . . . . . . . . $50.00
Nov. 28 Anne Milton, Stratford  . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Nov. 29 Janet McLelland, St. Marys  . . . . . . . $50.00
Nov. 30 William Jackson, Stratford  . . . . . . . . $50.00
Dec. 01 Jim & Diane Lamond, St. Marys  . . . $50.00
Dec. 02 Chad & Lori Hartman, St. Pauls  . . . $200.00
2024 Cash Calendar Early Bird Draw Winner
Dec. 01 Brenda Yeates, St. Pauls  . . . . . . . . $500.00    
Dec. 03 Marlene Ballantyne, Stratford  . . . . . . $50.00
Dec. 04 Susan Lindsay, St. Marys  . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Dec. 05 Bob Zimmer, Stratford  . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Dec. 06 Donna Jones, Lakeside  . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Dec. 07 Blaine Myers, Stratford  . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Dec. 08 Fred Olbach, St. Marys  . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Dec. 09 Andrew Klomp, Sebringville  . . . . . . $200.00

Optimist Club of 
Downie Inc.

As I looked back along the years, many Xmas Eves 
passed before me. Sorrowfully I pushed them back away 
from me, back into the dimness of the past. I was groping 
about for last Xmas Eve, when suddenly a vivid flash of 
understanding swept across me and made clear to me the 
wherefore of Cambell’s story. In my surprise I sprang out 
of my chair; the two men looked up and Cambell said, 
“What has struck you now, old man?”

“I have the solution of your story,” I answered. “Now 
listen to me and see if you don’t think so, too. You re-
member when I was in Sackville last year? Well, as I was 
coming out of The Arlington one night I almost ran into 
Van Tromp. I tried to get away from him – I always dis-
liked the man. He had a pretty good jag on, but still his 
mind was quite clear. He began enquiring for all his old 
friends and asked particularly for your sister, Doc, who, 
you remember, refused him without much ceremony. Just 
to teaze him I mentioned that Dame Rumour said that 
Miss Nell was likely to marry Cambell. His face changed 
instantly; he sprang out of his chair and swore a great oath 
that Cambell should never marry her. “I have sold myself 
to the devil and he shall help me this time or” – here fol-
lowed more oaths and adjurations to his Satanic Majesty 
– “I shall know why,” he muttered as he flung himself out 
of the room. “When was that?” Doc questioned eagerly, 
“It was the night before Xmas Eve, one year ago.” “Do 
you think Satan-Doc hesitated – O pshaw! I don’t.” “The 
night before Xmas Eve,” exclaimed Cambell, white with 
excitement, “the night before the devil tried to get me to 
lie to Nell about Polly, - the night he tempted Nell to ques-
tion me about Polly, - the night that woman wrote that 
letter to Nell. By jove! He worked hard that night. I always 
did think some angel of darkness, if not Satan himself, 
impelled that woman to write that letter, - now I know it.”

“So you actually believe that his Satanic Majesty re-

sponded to Van Tromp’s demand and at once set to work 
to make trouble between you and Nell?” Doc questioned 
smilingly.

“That is exactly what I believe,” Cambell answered 
stoutly. Doc looked at me with an inquiring air.

“As for me, I agree with Cambell,” I replied, in response 
to his look, “I believe that the devil is true to his own.”

“Well! what is the end of the story Cambell? It’s the end 
I am interested in” Doc smiled quizzically. “From what 
I have seen the last year I should judge that the Evil One 
has had his hands full in trying to keep you and Nell apart. 
Where are you going? What’s your hurry?”

Cambell was putting on his coat. “I am going to get to 
the end of the story for you,” my lad teasingly replied. 
Then he added shyly, “I am going to get Nell’s answer 
tonight.”

“Nell’s answer?” we repeated stupidly.
“Yes. The answer to the question I asked her last Xmas 

Eve, he explained, with shining eyes and heightened co-
lour.

Doc and I sat over the fire wrapped in thought till the 
clock struck ten – I silent with an old man’s happiness; 
happy in following my dear lad in his wooing. Half wist-
fully I imagined his passionate caresses, his tender words, 
for I knew that Nell loved him. How did I know? I know 
because his dear love poured out her heart to me not so 
very long ago, sitting by the fire in her own study. “And 
you promise to let me be your friend always?” she said 
lovingly, taking my old worn hands in her young strong 
ones. “I promise,” I answered solemnly.

The memory of that promise lies in my heart tonight 
like a fragrant flower, and unconsciously I whisper, “Rose 
of my heart, I too love you.”

This article is based on information resources available 
at Stratford-Perth Archives www.perthcounty.ca/Strat-
fordPerthArchives

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Times Past: Green Holly

Passport To Savings book is the gift that keeps on giving

GET YOUR PASSPORT
Simple Dreams Ministries volunteer Cheryl Farello and founder Richard Kneider were onsite at the Farmer's 
Market in Stratford selling the 2024 Passport To Savings

LISA CHESTER

Times Correspondent

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)



Stratford Times14 December 8, 2023

2023 Nissan Kicks

$26,888 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 19,515 KM

2014 Nissan Murano

$17,598 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 128,790 KM

2019 Ford Mustang GT

$39,888 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 30,964 KM

2020 Ford F150 XLT

$44,498 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 57,316 KM

2018 Nissan Rogue

$23,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS -70,405 KM

2020 Ford Escape Titanium

$35,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 10,215 KM

2022 Mazda CX-9 Touring

$41,529 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 21,998 KM

2019 Infiniti QX50 ESSENTIAL 

$32,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 55,509 KM

2022 Nissan Sentra SR

$29,800 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 26,243 KM

2022 Nissan Versa

$25,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 21,402  KM

2019 Nissan Qashqai

$22,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS -49,371 KM

WARM UP TO WINTER WITH STRATFORD NISSAN! SNOWY SEASON, HOT DEALS!

STRATFORD NISSAN

2020 Hyundai Ioniq Electric 

$30,888 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 33,380 KM
Preferred

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

BAD CREDIT... NO PROBLEM!. We work with multiple banks and credit unions to get you APPROVED with LOWEST RATE POSSIBLE! All Credit 
Approved with $0 Down.

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519.273.3119

www.stratfordnissan.com

STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00-8:00; Fri.-Sat. 9:00-6:00  PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon.-Fri. 8:00-5:00

2016 Chevrolet Malibu

$19,998 + HST & lic

LOW KMS - 54,005 KM

Parking fines will spike in downtown Stratford in 
the new year 

At the regular council meeting on No-
vember 27, Council passed a recommen-
dation to modernize set fine amounts for 
parking offences under the City’s Traffic 
and Parking By-law. This would see some 
tickets increase to triple their current cost. 

Earlier this year, Stratford City staff 
participated in a survey of parking fine 
data amongst 23 Ontario municipali-
ties. Respondents to the survey included 
comparators for the City such as Colling-
wood, Grand Bend, Niagara on the Lake, 
St. Marys, St Thomas, and Woodstock. 
Findings from this study confirmed that, 
on average, Stratford’s set fines for sever-
al parking infractions were low or out of 
date.

Although passed in council, some coun-

cillors did not agree with the arrangement, 
“The increase is quite significant. Ideally, I 
would have no increases, but I understand 
the need,” said Councillor Cody Sebben, 
“Tickets, particularly parking tickets, are 
something that disproportionately affects 
people in the city.”

He continued to point out that, post-
COVID-19, downtown businesses are al-
ready feeling the stress of increased costs 
and decreased shoppers. Sebben points 
out that this, too, could affect shopping in 
a negative way, “I also am concerned that 
our downtown is very unique and fragile, 
and so, to me, anything to deter visitors 
from the downtown core, is a negative 
thing.”

Councillor Mark Hunter, on the other 
hand, notes that the parking meter cost is 
not going to increase, and therefore, those 
who visit the downtown core and pay 

at the parking meters (by coin or on the 
app) will not be impacted, only those who 
roll the dice on parking will be hit with 
the new fines, “I think if we were talking 
about increasing the meter rates by 166%, 
I would be more sympathetic but the meter 
rates are staying the same,” he said, “I'll 
speak against the amendment; you do the 
crime you do the time.”

Fine changes will include some of the 

following: parallel parking on the wrong 
side of the roadway would increase from 
$20 to $40, parking in an accessible park-
ing space would increase from $300 to 
$400, and the most significant change 
would be parking on any street in a man-
ner which obstructs traffic, which is cur-
rent set at $20 and will spike to $120. 

Future year operating budgets would see 
an increase in fine revenue due to the rec-
ommended set fine rates increase of 143%. 
The 2024 draft budget is being prepared 
using the increased fine rates and project-
ed volumes

The City of Stratford will need approval 
from the Ministry of the Attorney General 
before proceeding with the fin increases; 
therefore, it is likely that there would be 
no impact on the current year's operating 
budget, and these fines will most likely 
start sometime in the new year. 

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

(CITY OF STRATFORD PHOTO)
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$499$499

Season Nov. 1 - Apr. 15. Walkway shovelling and ice control extra.
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STRATFORD SPORTS
– STRATFORD’S ULTIMATE INDOOR GOLF EXPERIENCE –– STRATFORD’S ULTIMATE INDOOR GOLF EXPERIENCE –

1060 ONTARIO ST., 519-305-5800

Enjoy Wings and a Domestic Pint Enjoy Wings and a Domestic Pint 
for ONLY $18.99for ONLY $18.99

Rain or shine Rain or shine 
it’s tee off it’s tee off 

time!time!

GOJHL STANDINGS
Midwestern Conference

(Standings through December 3, 2023)

 GP W L OTL T PTS
Elmira Sugar Kings 27 19 6 0 2 40
Listowel Cyclones 24 17 5 1 1 36
Stratford Warriors 27 16 8 3 0 35
KW Siskins 23 14 5 1 3 32
Cambridge Redhawks 24 14 9 1 0 29
Ayr Centennials 25 12 13 0 0 24
Brantford Bandits 26 6 19 1 0 13
Caledon Bombers 26 1 24 0 1 3

WOSHL STANDINGS
(Standings through December 3, 2023)

 GP W L OTL T PTS
Tillsonburg Thunder 11 9 2 0 0 18
Petrolia Squires 11 8 3 0 0 16
Strathroy Jets 13 7 6 0 1 15
Stratford Fighting Irish 11 7 4 0 1 15
Elora Rocks 12 7 5 0 0 14
Tilbury Bluebirds 11 6 5 0 0 12
Alvinston Killer Bees 9 5 4 0 1 11
Woodstock Lakers 11 5 6 0 0 10
Dunnville Aeros 11 3 8 0 2 8
Delhi Flames 9 3 6 0 1 7
Orangeville Blitz 13 1 12 0 0 2

 S T R E E T C I T Y  R E A L T Y  I N C .  •  5 1 9 . 9 4 9 . 2 1 1 4  •  M A T T F R A N C I S . C A

Fighting Irish special teams stay white-hot; 
win streak ends at five

The Stratford Bentley’s Fighting Irish 
lost for the first time since November 4th 
when they were narrowly edged out by the 
Woodstock Lakers last Saturday, Decem-
ber 2nd. However that five-game winning 
streak, inspired by incredible output from 
their special teams, has them entering this 
week sitting in third place in the WOSHL 
standings.

This season, the Fighting Irish have 
allowed the second-fewest goals against 
while their powerplay has produced more 
goals than any other man advantage in 
the league.

Two of those powerplay goals came 
back on November 25th, one of which was 
the game-winner, in a 5-2 win over the 
Petrolia Squires. At the end of two peri-
ods, both teams scored twice. In the third, 
the Fighting Irish took tighter control of 
the game and scored three unanswered 
goals to secure the 5-2 victory. After a 
minuscule two-shot difference through 
40 minutes, Stratford led the shot clock 
13-6. In addition to two powerplay goals, 
both scored by Justin Murray, Graham 
Brulotte added a shorthanded marker.

A week later on December 1st, the 
Fighting Irish travelled to Tilbury to take 
on the Bluebirds in what turned out to 
be a barn-burning 8-6 final score in fa-
vour of Stratford. Two powerplay tallies 
by Warren Gorman as well as the game’s 
first goal by Riley Coome helped the 
Fighting Irish lead 3-1 after 20 minutes.

The Fighting Irish were pushed back 
on their heels in the final 40 minutes as 
they got outshot 32-17 in the second and 
third frame but the first-period two-goal 
deficit held up as the difference with both 
teams scoring five times in the last two 
periods. Once again, the powerplay was 
massive for the Fighting Irish with goals 

by Cooper Leitch, Steven DeGroot, and 
Ryan O’Bonsawin scoring on the man ad-
vantage. Brulotte and Mason Goldie also 
had goals for Stratford.

One day later, the Fighting Irish were 
back at the William Allman Arena to take 
on the Lakers from Woodstock and the 
drama didn’t dissipate. After the Lakers 
jumped out to a 2-0 lead in the first pe-
riod, Stratford doubled Woodstock’s shots 
in the second period, leading 16-8 but still 
unable to beat Woodstock netminder Ben 
Edwards. Despite being heavily outshot, 
the Lakers scored the lone goal of the sec-

ond stanza.
In the third, the Fighting Irish continued 

to outshoot the Lakers and finally broke 
through. Ray Robbins got the first goal for 
Stratford followed by a powerplay goal by 
Dylan Buckholz just under three minutes 
later. The powerplay once again proved 
vital for the Fighting Irish as Leitch 
scored tied the game with just one min-
ute and 37 seconds remaining in the third. 
The miraculous comeback was squashed 
in overtime with Woodstock scoring the 
game-winner with just 31 seconds left in 
the extra frame.

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Times Regional Reporter

STRATFORD FIGHTING IRISH
2023-24 Player Statistics

(through December 3, 2023)
PLAYER POS GP G A PTS
Ray Robbins F 8 6 6 12
Cooper Leitch F 10 5 6 11
Dylan Buckholz F 11 5 5 10
Sean O'Brien F 6 1 9 10
Ryan O'Bonsawin D 11 5 4 9
Cameron Stokes F 7 2 6 8
Matt Fuller D 10 1 7 8
Warren Gorman F 9 2 5 7
Matt Henderson D 10 3 3 6
Riley Coome D 11 3 3 6
Matt Granger D 10 2 4 6
Graham Brulotte F 5 2 3 5
Justin Murray D 3 2 3 5
Brody Smith F 8 2 2 4
Mav Petrie F 10 2 1 3
Zachery Tierney D 3 1 2 3
Colin Martin F 11 1 2 3
Sebastien Nogueira F 11 0 3 3
Michael Finlay D 6 1 1 2
Steven DeGroot F 5 1 1 2
Tye Campbell F 4 1 0 1
Mason Goldie F 1 1 0 1
Spencer Mills F 8 0 1 1
Curtis Nogueira F 9 0 1 1
PLAYER RECORD  GAA  -  SV%
Darren Smith 3-1-0 3.75      .907
Zach Weir 4-3-0 3.25      .905

FINDS THE BACK OF THE NET
Sean O'Brien #16, breaks in on net and puts the puck behind Squires goaltender, Sean 
Parker #1 during the game on November 25.

(FRED GONDER PHOTO)
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519-275-7663 

SSTTRRAATTFFOORRDD  
HHuunntteerr  SStteeeell  
WWAARRRRIIOORRSS  

Friday, Sept. 15th 
7:30pm 

vs Listowel 
Allman Arena 

 
Saturday, Sept. 16th 

7:30pm 
at Listowel 

Steve Kerr Memorial Arena 

Sponsored by 

UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  GGAAMMEESS  
Sunday, December 10 - 4:30pm

vs Caledon - Allman Arena

Wednesday, December 13 - 7:00pm
at LaSalle - Vollmer Culture Rec. Complex

Friday, December 15 - 7:30pm
vs Strathroy - Allman Arena

Friday, December 22 - 7:30pm
vs Cambridge - Allman Arena

519-275-7663 
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Warriors drop three in a row
STRATFORD WARRIORS
2023-24 Player Statistics

(through December 3, 2023)
PLAYER POS GP G A PTS
Braydon Stumpf F 27 8 28 36
Michael Denney F 27 20 11 31
Camden Daigle F 27 9 20 29
Carson Harmer F 25 12 15 27
Cole Lewis F 27 11 15 26
Jaxon Broda D 24 7 13 20
Casey Bridgewater D 20 4 11 15
Joey Brehmer F 27 6 7 13
Drew Agnew F 25 3 8 11
Dylan Dundas F 26 4 4 8
Haden Frayne D 23 2 6 8
Jacob Wiseman D 19 2 3 5
Wyatt Adkins D 16 0 5 5
Liam Gorman F 23 3 1 4
Tristian Huinink F 13 3 1 4
Evan Hjelholt D 20 0 4 4
Rhyse Brown F 15 1 2 3
Owen England D 20 1 2 3
Zach Bell F 21 2 0 2
Zachary Schooley F 21 1 1 2
Cole Brooks D 18 0 2 2
Keaton Bartlett D 10 0 1 1
Ben Graham F 9 0 1 1
Gianmarco Caringi F 3 0 1 1
Trenten Bennett G 9 0 1 1
PLAYER RECORD  GAA  -  SV%
Matthew Perdue 11-8-1-0 3.22     .906

U18AA Stratford Aces Take home Gold 
at the CCM Chicago elite tournament

The U18 AA Girls Hockey team 
participated in the CCM Chicago 
elite tournament this past weekend 
and went undefeated with a record 
of 6 wins and 0 losses, with 27 goals 
scored and only three against.

 During game one on Friday, Dec 
1, Stratford Aces U18 AA beat out 
L.A. Lions with a win, 6-0. During 

game two that day, the Stratford Aces 
U18AA took on Arizona Kachinas 
and won again, this time 5-0.

The following day, during game 3, 
Stratford Aces U18AA beat Team Il-
linois, winning with a final score of 
4-1. Game 4 on Saturday, the Strat-
ford Aces U18AA took on Windsor 
Wildcats, winning that game 6-1.

During the semi-final game on Sun-
day, Dec 3, Stratford Aces U18AA 
played the Florida Alliance, winning 
2-0, taking them to the finals on Sun-
day.

 During the intense, final game on 
Sunday, December 3, the Stratford 
Aces U18AA took on Team Illinois, 
winning an easy 4-1. 

CHICAGO ELITE TOURNAMENT
Alexandra Binning, Forward; Ella Boersma, Defense; Tessa Burdett, Forward; Victoria Cambell, Forward; Ella Gracey, 
Goalie; Emma-Kate Gray, Defense; Jaden Greenlee, Defense; Danielle Heard, Defense; Mackenzie Heywood, Forward; 
Mary Lencz, Goalie; Kiara McGregor, Forward; Leah McPhee, Forward; Kendal Middleton, Forward; Rylee Nethercott, 
Defense; Julia Papalia, Forward; Maeve Turner, Forward; Taylor Van Hooydonk, Defense
Coaching Staff - Chad Greenlee, Head Coach; Stacey McGregor, Manager/Trainer; Chris McPhee, Assistant Coach; Dereck 
Boersma, Assistant Coach; Chris Turner, Assistant Coach 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

A three-game winning streak has turned into a three-game 
losing skid for the Stratford Warriors including back-to-back 
one-goal defeats last weekend.

On Friday, November 24th, the Warriors began a stretch of 
three games in as many days at home against the Ayr Centen-
nials. Camden Daigle had a three-point game including a 
goal with just four seconds left in the contest, while Matt 
Perdue earned the win in between the pipes.

The next day, the Warriors were on the road in Cale-
don taking on the Bombers and, on the backs of a 
75-shot performance, Stratford came away 
with a 6-4 victory. The Warriors had 32 
shots in the first period alone and, at the 
end of 40 minutes, led the shots 55-20. 
Braydon Stumpf had a goal and two 
assists, while Daigle, Carson Harmer, 
Cole Lewis, and Michael Denney all 
had two-point nights.

The trouble, results-wise at least, be-
gan for the Warriors on November 26th 
when the team returned home to host the 
white-hot Listowel Cyclones. Stratford was 
outshot 40-25 in the game and trailed 5-0 after 
two periods. 

Dylan Dundas and Owen England both took penalties at the 
10:58 mark of the opening frame, both of which resulted in pow-
erplay goals for Listowel over the next two minutes.

Head Coach Dave Williams felt that was a critical moment 
in the game as it put the Warriors in a position to have to battle 
uphill the rest of the game.

“We took two penalties on the same stoppage of play and Lis-
towel scored two powerplay goals,” said Williams. “I think from 
there, we were chasing the game and it makes it much more 
challenging when you’re playing from behind like that. You’re 
probably playing a bit differently than you normally would like 
to.”

The Warriors then hosted the Elmira Sugar Kings on De-
cember 1st and despite a three-goal third period, Stratford 

couldn’t overcome the Sugar Kings jumping out to a 3-0 
lead back in the first frame, giving Elmira 5-4 win. 24 
hours later, it was another one-goal deficit as the War-
riors scored twice in the final three minutes of the game 

but couldn’t complete the comeback, falling 4-3 to the 
Cambridge RedHawks.

Despite the youthful nature of the team, 
Coach Williams told the Times that so-
called “growing pains” can’t continue to 

plague the group.
“If this was earlier in the year, I 

think I’d give more consideration to 
things like [growing pains]. But given 
that we’re halfway through the year, 

even with some new guys in the line-
up, at this point, there shouldn’t be too much 

surprise at how tough every game can be right 
from the start.”

“Where we need to continue to focus on is our consis-
tency,” Williams continued. “I think there have been times this 
season when we’ve played really good hockey and other times, 
we’ve struggled at times when it was the least expected. Even 
from shift to shift or period to period, we’ve been playing well 
and had it get away from us. That consistency of doing what we 
need to do is the big thing for us to focus on.”

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Times Regional Reporter
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HAVE A COMING EVENT 
COMING UP?

Contact: stratfordtimes@gmail.com or 
call 519-655-2341

Stratford Branch 8
ATTENTION: CANADIAN VETERANS 

AND EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL
Branch 8 continues to offer emergency assistance as well as the 
services of Veterans Affairs Canada to eligible Veterans, their 

spouses, widows and dependents through the Poppy Fund.
The Stratford Branch 8 Veterans Service Officer William Rothernel, 
with the support of Veterans Affairs Canada continues to serve the 
needs of all Canadian Veterans in need of assistance or advice on 

all service-related situations. 
Call our Branch office at 519-271-4540 to speak to Bill. 

804-B Ontario St., Stratford N5A 3K1
stratfordlegion008@gmail.com

Stratford Aces U11 Girls 
take home another win

On Friday, the Stratford Aces U11 Girls 
lost their opening game to the Lakeshore 
Lighting 7-1, but in their second game, 
they refocused and came back to win 
against Twin Centre 4-2. They played 
Bluewater Hawks on Saturday morning 
and had another won 7-1. Sunday morn-
ing, the girls were at it again. They had 
an 8 a.m. semi-final game against Twin 

Centre and won 4-0. Goalie Lauren Rossi 
recording a shutout. 

 In the final game, they were up against 
Lakeshore Lighting, the team that beat 
them in the first game of the tournament. 
After three periods, it was a tie game and 
went into OT. Sofia Mounfield scored the 
game-winning goal. 

 Coach Jessie Jacob said, “The girls fo-
cused on four things during each game: 
effort, attitude, resilience and friendship! 
They did that this weekend.”

ACES U11 
Lauren Rossi, Sydney Langis, Stella Zacher, Sophia Mounfield, Chloe Illman, Jillian De-
vereaux, Allie Lambert, Raelynn Jacob, Jenna Antonio, Emma, Rogerson, Charlie Munro, 
Makayla Harrigan, Macy Green, Brooklyn Cater, Mie Larsen, Lily Bohnen, Luxe Ignor, 
Sabelle Ische
Head Coach Josh Bohnen Assistant Coaches- Aaron Munfield, Jordan Munro, Jessie 
Jacob
Trainers - Megan Cater, Jealyn Ignor, Lindsay Zacher; Manager- Sarah Devereaux 

(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Liz Yundt
Realtor® | B.B.A, B.Ed
Office | 519.353.3535
Direct | 519.272.9017

lizyundt.realtor@gmail.com

508 Riverbend Drive, 
Kitchener, ON N2K 3S2

PERSISTANT• HARD-WORKING• THOROUGH

Each office is independently owned and operated.
Serving Stratford * Perth * Huron * Waterloo Region --  Anywhere, Any time!

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Times Correspondent

U16 Warriors clinch top spot in BB division
The U16 Stratford Jr. Warriors have not 

only advanced to the BB side of their Al-
liance division but have also secured the 
top spot after two wins last week of Cam-
bridge and Kitchener.

Head Coach John Hruden reflected on 
what has propelled his team to the top of 
the BB division.

“This team has grown as a whole by 
sticking together and the discipline that 
has been instilled in them,” Hruden told 
the Times. “They have become great at 
keeping their cool in the last minutes of 
the game. Along with never giving up, 
they have made a habit of playing every 
minute of every game.”

Last Wednesday, November 29th, the 
U16 Warriors travelled to Cambridge to 
take on the Jr. Hawks. Henry Flanagan got 
Stratford’s first goal of the game assisted 
by Rem Hruden, the first of two assists 
Hruden picked up in the game. His sec-
ond helper came on the team’s second goal 
of the game, scored by Ethan St. Clair. 
Caden Diehl scored an unassisted goal 
followed by the eventual game-winner 
posted by Mark Martin assisted by Will 
Welsh. Isaac Cousineau got the win in be-
tween the pipes.

Hruden praised his group for weathering 
the storm of a highly competitive contest.

“It was a great back-and-forth battle 
[against Cambridge]. We actually had to 
play our goalie from last year who made 
things tough on our scorers. I think a big 

reason we won that game 
was the discipline that all 

of our guys showed when the other side 
was trying to get us to take penalties.”

The team’s attention then turned to this 
past Sunday’s game at the William All-
man Arena against the Kitchener Jr. Rang-
ers Blue. Against an undisciplined squad, 
the Jr. Warriors once again displayed their 
strong focus on not getting sucked into 
penalty trouble, en route to a 3-1 victory.

“We won [against Kitchener] because of 
some quick line changes that kept Kitch-
ener on their toes and, once again, the fact 
that our players kept their cool and didn’t 
retaliate during the heated moments.”

Ryder Walker, playing his former team 
from Kitchener, got the win in goal for the 
Jr. Warriors. St. Clair scored twice, one 
of which was an empty-netter, while Rem 
Hruden once again had a pair of assists. 
Blake McIntosh, along with Hruden, had 
the assists on St. Clair’s first goal. Liam 

Benton scored the game-winner assisted 
by Will McKee.

Coach Hruden further discussed what 
allowed his team to find such a high de-
gree of success.

“The thing that makes these boys spe-
cial is the fact that they have become one 
cohesive unit. Everyone has each other’s 
full support and they all motivate each 
other. It is very high on my list of import-
ant qualities for a team to have to have all 
the players bond so tightly and it shows in 
their play.”

“This team has great cardio thanks to 
Nikki Welsh our Dryland instructor,” 
Hruden continued. “Because of this the 
players are in good shape and don't run 
out of gas in the third period. The guys are 
also showing their maturity in not retali-
ating in the situations that arise in close, 
hard-fought games.”

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Times Regional Reporter
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Stratford hosted the 
OFSAA Senior Boys AA 

Volleyball Championships

Stratford Stingers Jolt 
16U take Gold

The St. Mike's Warriors senior 
boys volleyball team had a very 
successful run at the 2023 OF-
SAA Championship hosted over 
at the Agriplex from November 
23-25. Finishing atop their pool, 
they defeated North Park C&VS, 
Crestwood SS, and Sir Winston 
Churchill, while dropping a close 
one in their final game vs. Chip-
pewa SS. Matched up against 
a very well-rounded team from 
Francis Libermann CHS of Scar-
borough, the Warriors were nar-
rowly edged out by the eventual 
4th place finishers, thus ending 
their tournament. Coaches Joel 
Murray and Bryan Kocher are 
very proud of their team's effort 
and performance all season fin-
ishing as one of the top 8 teams 
in the province. 

On Saturday, November 2, Stratford Sting-
ers Jolt 16U hosted the U17 Challenge Cup 
at the Stratford Rotary Complex and went 
undefeated despite being the youngest team.

 In their first game against Norfolk Cha-
os, the Stratford Stingers Jolt came together 
to win the first set 15-17 and then beat them 
again in the second set, 25-18. During their 
second game, the Stingers Jolt team blast-
ed through perfect serves and won against 
Georgetown Impact, 25-20 in the first set 
but giving Impact hope during the second 
set, losing 17-25; thankfully, the girls held it 

together in the third set, winning the game 
15-5.

 In the quarter-finals, Stratford Stingers 
Jolt beat out Sincoe Xtreme 25-14 in the first 
set and 25-17 in the second, taking them into 
the semi-finals. 

At the semi-final game, they held it togeth-
er to win 25-21 and then 25-18 again, win-
ning against Georgetown Impact.

 Moving onto the gold medal game, Sting-
ers Jolt played the impressive Forest City 
Cypress but kept up their winning streak, 
beating them 25-22 in the first set and 25-14 
in the second.

 The girls will play their next tournament 
in Strathroy this weekend.

GOOD SHOWING AT OFSAA
Above: St. Mike's Boys Senior Boys AA Volleyball Team Back Row: #12 Darien Koskamp, 
#13 Daniel Van Rooyen, #14 Owen Gaylor, #3 Kody Eisler,  #8 Jackson Campbell, #11 Noah 
Campbell,
Front Row: #6 Cole Iacobellis, #2 Andrew Van Bakel, #9 Jarrett Van Bakel, #1 Owen Hollo-
way, #16 Leland Smith, #5 Zac Van Straaten, #10 Ryan Middegaal
Missing from picture: Coach Joel Murray, Assistant Coach Bryan Kocher, Assistant Coach 
Milayna Mulder and #7 Christ Keumoe
Below: Ryan Middegal, #10 serving for St. Mike's

CHALLENGE CUP
Back Row: Assistant Coach - Natalie Hynd, Selena Will, Megan Todd, Sophie Heimpel, Julia 
Daly, Hannah Mogk, Julia Havegna, Marin Chateauvert, Janelle Boyse, Katie Namink, Head 
Coach - Shawn Edwards
Front row: Dani Cassone, Lucy Thompson, Hailey Modaragamage

(AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE PHOTO)

(AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE PHOTO)

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Times Correspondent
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Gala, Spartan, Tolman Sweets, Idared, Empire, 
Cortland, Honeycrisp, Northern Spy, Red and 

Golden Delicious, Mutsu, Russet and Ambrosia. 
Apple products, Fresh local produce, Honey, 

Jams and pickles, and Squash

New Local Products:
Kintore Coffee and Deep Purple Lavender.

California Navel Oranges
Florida Red Grapefruit

Call 519-462-2259 or 519-462-2947
596633 County Rd 59, 3 miles south of Tavistock

Gift Baskets

The Army, Navy & Air 
Force Veterans in Canada 

(ANAVETS)
Inviting all eligible Canadian Forces Personnel, Ex-Service 
Members, their respective spouses, widows, and dependents 

seeking assistance for programs and services offered by Veterans 
Affairs Canada to meet with our Service Officer the last Saturday of 
every month between 10:00am and 1:00pm (by appointment only).

All interested parties are asked to contact President Stephen 
Cooper at 519-271-3113 to book a date for a consultation.

151 Lorne Avenue, East Stratford, Ontario N5A 6S4

Teahen Construction Ltd stepping up to support 
Stratford Youth this Holiday Season 

This year, Teahen Construction Ltd. 
hosted a new annual event at the Tom 
Patterson Theatre featuring Loreena 
McKennitt, singer-songwriter and cellist 
Caroline Lavelle, who took the stage to 
entertain guests throughout the evening. 

The First Annual Teahen Construc-
tion Ltd. Children’s Charity Gala and 
Auction is part of the Teahen Children's 
Charity initiative that Chris Teahen, 
owner and operator and Courtney Tea-
hen, Director of Community Affairs and 
Consultant, started over eight years ago 
to support local children and teens in the 
community. 

Several high-ticket items for auction, 
from Toronto Maple Leafs tickets, To-
ronto Raptors tickets, and a one-of-a-
kind Robin de Costa acrylic-on-canvas 
painting of Stratford’s own Justin Bieber 
portrait, were up for auction at the Gala 
this past weekend. The one-of-a-kind art 
piece may be recognized by those who 
visit the Stratford Perth Museum Bieber 
exhibit, as it has been a main attraction 
since the beginning of the exhibit. This 
piece was donated by a private donor for 
the charity event. 

The money raised from the Gala and 
Auction, and other events organized by 
the Teahens, goes directly towards local 
children for food and wellness support 
and six award scholarships given out by 
the organization annually. 

To date, the pair, with the help and sup-
port of the local community, have raised 
almost one hundred thousand dollars 
through their charity organizations. 

“Chris is just so giving,” said his wife, 
Courtney Teahen, “This is all him; he 
just loves to support people in the com-
munity; it’s just the kind of guy he is.” 

“There are currently twenty homeless 
minors living in Stratford,” said Teahen, 
“the need is so great locally, and we want 
to support local students so they can 
thrive in the classroom, and that starts 
with proper nutrition.” Because of this, 
the Teahen Family Nutrition and Wellbe-
ing Fund partners with local school pro-
grams to help fund breakfast and food 

programs for schools in Stratford. 
Held at the Stratford Perth Commu-

nity Foundation, the Teahen Children’s 
Charity works with the Foundation for 
Education to coordinate with schools on 
both local school boards to assess the 
needs and requirements from within the 
schools, so no dollar is going to waste, 
“We want to make sure every child and 
teen in Stratford is seen and knows they 
matter,” said Teahen. 

Beyond their work in helping local 
youth with necessities, such as food, the 

Teahens also have a “Teahen Construc-
tion Ltd. Scholarship Fund,” in which 
they support six teens each year to pur-
sue their dreams through further educa-
tion. “We don’t limit the scholarship to 
students who want to go to university,” 
said Teahen, “We offer this to all stu-
dents who want to pursue university, 
college or the trades.”

Teahen notes her gratitude towards the 
Stratford community for being part of 
the First Annual Teahen Construction 
Ltd. Children’s Charity Gala and Auc-
tion, “We know it takes a village to raise 
the next generation, so we’re thrilled so 
many community partners have stepped 
up to help at this event.”

If you’d like to find out more or do-
nate to this fantastic cause this holiday 
season, please visit their donation page, 
found on the Stratford Perth Commu-
nity Foundation website, https://spccf.
ca/teahen-family-nutrition-and-wellbe-
ing-fund/ or by scanning the QR code 
here: 

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

SUPPORTING THE YOUTH
Special guest appearance from Loreena McKennitt with cellist Caroline Lavelle.

(MELISSA SCHENK PHOTO)

Casey and Diana now streaming on 
Stratfest@Home

See the show everyone is talking about!
Nick Green’s Casey and Diana, which had a triumphant 

première directed by Andrew Kushnir at the Stratford Fes-
tival last May, is now available for home viewing on Strat-
fest@Home, the Festival’s subscription-based streaming 
platform.

The play is built around the famous 1991 visit from Prin-
cess Diana to Toronto AIDS hospice Casey House, when 
she made international headlines by shaking hands with a 
dying patient. It shares the remarkable warmth, strength 
and resilience of the people at Casey House, working, liv-
ing and dying in the face of unimaginable pain, isolation 

and stigma.
The production features Sean Arbuckle as Thomas, Lau-

ra Condlln as Pauline, Linda Kash as Marjorie, Davinder 
Malhi as Andre, Krystin Pellerin as Diana and Sophia 
Walker as Vera.

In addition to Director Andrew Kushnir, the creative 
team includes Designer Joshua Quinlan, Lighting Design-
er Louise Guinand, Composer and Sound Designer De-
bashis Sinha and Dramaturge Bob White.

Word of mouth quickly made Casey and Diana one of 
the season’s hottest tickets, leading to a sold-out run. The 
play was hailed as “emotionally powerful” (The Globe and 
Mail), “incredibly moving and deeply accomplished” (To-
ronto Star).

The production is also moving on to Toronto, where it 
will have a run at Soulpepper from January 23 to February 
4.

Subscribers to Stratfest@Home can view Casey and Di-
ana, along with dozens of productions from the Festival’s 
stages, original digital content and work from performing 
arts companies across the country. Cost is $7.99 per month.

Soon to be released on Stratfest@Home, joining hun-
dreds of other titles, are Richard III, Much Ado About 
Nothing, Richard II, Women of the Fur Trade, Henry V, 
and Season 2 of Leer Estates.
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NOW YOU CAN ORDER ON OUR WEBSITE
WWW.ATHNSGREEKSOUVLAKI.COM

804 ONTARIO ST. STRATFORD, UNIT C1• 548-288-4165
OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY  11AM - 8PM

EVERY MONDAY TO SATURDAY EVERY MONDAY TO SATURDAY 
GET A $6 GYRO FOR LUNCH GET A $6 GYRO FOR LUNCH 
SERVED FROM 11AM TO 3PM SERVED FROM 11AM TO 3PM 

 WITH THE PURCHASE 
OF A MEAL

FREE 
BALACLAVA

STRATFORD, THE WORD IS OUT! STRATFORD, THE WORD IS OUT! 
ATHENS GREEK SOUVLAKI & GYRO IS THE BEST VALUE RESTAURANT IN TOWN.ATHENS GREEK SOUVLAKI & GYRO IS THE BEST VALUE RESTAURANT IN TOWN.

OVER 178, 5-STAR REVIEWS ONLINE  

HUNDREDS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS!

FRESH BROILED CHICKEN AND PORK SOUVLAKI

ALL-INCLUSIVE DINNERS:
YOU GET LEMON-ROASTED POTATOES, GREEK SALAD, 

TZATZIKI, PITA BREAD AND A DRINK 

WHERE CAN YOU GET WHERE CAN YOU GET 
A DEAL LIKE THIS?A DEAL LIKE THIS?

ONLY AT ATHENSONLY AT ATHENS

BRING IN THIS COUPON 
TO RECEIVE
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Humane Society’s Hope for the Holidays campaign 
encourages all kinds of support

Alice in Wonderland being presented at 
St. Mike’s Catholic School

The Humane Society of Kitchener Wa-
terloo and Stratford Perth is encouraging 
residents to give back to animals as part of 
their end-of-the-year campaign.

The organization announced the launch 
of their Hope for the Holidays campaign on 
November 21. The campaign will run until 
December 31 and encourages supporters of 
the organization to contribute, whether that 
means to adopt, extend, give, or gift. 

"The holiday season is our biggest giving 
time. Being a charity and relying on dona-
tions, it helps to fund all our programs and 
services that we have here,” Calla James, 
the director of community engagement and 
outreach, said. 

The Humane Society of Kitchener Wa-
terloo and Stratford Perth is looking for 

donors to gift an item, either new or gently 
used, on their wish list during the holidays. 
The organization updates their wish list of-
ten on their website and will have a call out 
on their social media channels for urgently 
needed items. 

"Some people would like to donate tow-
els or blankets that we can use in shelter,” 
James said. They might donate gently used 
dog beds or cat beds or toys. Those are all 
great. We try to use them in shelter as well 
we use them for outreach programs to sup-
port people and pets in need."

She added they are always looking for 
non-clumping litter and dry cat and dog 
food. With winter weather approaching, 
the organization is also looking for large 
dog coats in sizes large to 4XL. 

"When we're supporting people who 
are experiencing homelessness or who are 
vulnerably housed, those dog coats do us 

a great service,” James said. “We'd love to 
be able to hand those out to our clients and 
support them.

Residents can also extend their time ei-
ther by fundraising, volunteering, or fos-
tering an animal. The organization has 
been calling out for fosters in Perth Coun-
ty for over a year, in particular, as there’s 
a huge need for fosters in the region. The 
Humane Society covers all of the costs that 
come with fostering. 

"You're just giving them a couch to crash 
on until we can find a forever home togeth-
er."

The Humane Society of Kitchener Water-
loo and Stratford Perth is also looking for 
at least 100 or more animals to be adopt-
ed during December. There are more than 
200 animals in shelter, and 100 more on the 
waiting list to get into the shelter space. 

"Every animal we can adopt this holiday 

season, it means one of those animals on 
our waiting list can come in for much need-
ed support,” James said.

The organization operated in crisis mode 
for over a year, especially with an increase 
in large-breed dogs coming in and a de-
crease in adoptions. The Humane Society 
is reliant on monetary donations to run 
more than 40 services. James said whether 
you can donate a small or large amount, it 
will help.  

"No amount is too small because it defi-
nitely adds up,” she said. “If you have $5, 
your Starbucks coffee this week that you'd 
like to donate, we would be so incredibly 
appreciative because every little bit goes a 
long way."

Participating in events and programs also 
supports the organization. 

Visit kwsphumane.ca for more informa-
tion. 

EMILY STEWART

Times Correspondent

The cast and crew of Alice in Wonder-
land have been hard at work for the hol-
iday presentation at St Mike’s Catholic 
High school. It was written and adapted 
for this stage production by drama teacher 
Tina Robinson, art teacher Andrea Long-
staff and senior students among which is 
Asha Pereira. 

The drama class has been working co-
operatively on set design, artwork with the 
art class, and production since October. 
By the time the play is presented Decem-
ber 11th to 15th over one hundred people 
will have contributed.

Rehearsals have been ongoing, with 
Robinson giving stage notes to the cast 
on voice, speed and placement while the 
crew worked on props of flowers for the 
set and Humpty Dumpty, or the menacing 
Jaberwocky life sized puppet. As the cast 
dances she encourages them to smile with 
their teeth.

The performance will provide for an eve-
ning of song and dance, fun for the whole 
family. It also is an enormous achievement 
for each and every one that has contribut-
ed in their own way. 

Asha Pereira is cast as the Cheshire Cat, 
the part she auditioned for and really want-
ed to play. “I’ve been in a lot of shows, it’s 
a little bit different from other roles, but I 
plan to go to school for this so I wanted to 
push out of my comfort zone a little bit,”

Her favourite scene is called “The Mir-
ror Scene” where the cats show up dressed 
as Alice and lead her around. “It’s the 
most creepy scene in the show and one of 
the reasons I wanted to play the Cat. It’s a 
lot of fun and I love it because they keep 
saying it’s time in this really creepy tone 
and it changes each time they say it, kind 
of like it is time for the climax of the show. 
I also love the sister lines because we get 
to be sassy to our little sister Alice and 

that’s a lot of fun,” shared Pereira.
Participating in the production has real-

ly tested her ability to find the character-
ization. She says she sometimes struggles 
with articulation and projecting, and it 
gets even harder when she has this myste-
rious voice which is a little softer, but also 
have to have the whole stage and audience 
hear the lines. This has tested her abilities 
to grow as an actor and helped her work on 
areas she struggles with.

Sarah Damen plays the lead character 
Alice.  She has been acting and in theatre 
camp since she was three and has been in 
shows since she was eight. The challeng-
es she faced in playing the character was 
found in that Alice is young and very stub-
born. Her opinions are set so for Damen 
it was interesting to see how a young girl 
would grow and adapt to all the wacky 
things she faces. 

“I also thought that there is a lot of imag-
ination that needs to come into a character 
like Alice to be able to believe the Mad 
Hatter and talking birds, so it was inter-
esting to work on how I can portray that 
onstage and communicate it to the audi-
ence,” said Damen.

As an actor she’s learned that mistakes 
are forgivable and rehearsals are meant 
for mistakes. Acting is a growing experi-
ence, with so much you can discover about 
yourself.

“It’s been a lot of fun to put on,” said 
Pereira, “Christmas shows are always my 
favourite so I really hope it puts people 
in a Christmassy kind of mood and the 
kids are full of the Christmas magic we 
are trying to capture. I think that is what 
Wonderland is all about. I know it’s not a 
Christmas show but it captures that won-
der of what it’s like to be a kid and that is 
what Christmas is all about.”

The show will be over four nights, com-
mencing December 11th until the 15th. 
Tickets are $20 and are available at the 
door. 

CURIOUSER AND CURIOUSER!
The cast of Alice in Wonderland rehearse the Tea Party scene in their first dress rehearsal 
with props.

LISA CHESTER

Times Correspondent

(LISA CHESTER PHOTO)
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Rae announces over $860K to 
Combat Local Auto Thefts

County Gearing Up for 
Inaugural Year of New 
Stewardship Program Matthew Rae, MPP for Perth-Welling-

ton announced that the Perth County OPP 
will receive $860,579 to help combat and 
prevent auto thefts. The Guelph Police will 
also receive $859,977 over three years.

 “I appreciate the good work our officers 
do day in and day out,” said MPP Rae.  
“They are integral to the health and safety 
of our small and rural communities. The 
province is providing law-enforcement 
with the tools they require to continue to 
protect our communities.”

 The funding is part of the government’s 
new Preventing Auto Thefts (PAT) Grant 
program designed to support new and en-
hanced crime-flighting measures that fo-
cus on prevention, detection, analysis, and 
enforcement. In total, 21 police projects 
across the province are receiving funding 
for a total investment of $18 million over 
three years in the fight against auto theft.

 “Every 14 minutes a vehicle is stolen in 
Ontario and this investment will give po-
lice services the tools they need to success-
fully fight auto theft across the province,” 
said Solicitor General Michael Kerzner. 
“This grant will enable police services to 
work with law enforcement and logistics 

partners to enhance prevention, improve 
investigations and gather evidence to hold 
criminals accountable.”

 The PAT grant is one of several mea-
sures underway to fight auto theft. Earli-
er this year, Ontario announced the Or-
ganized Crime Towing and Auto Theft 
Team to help police services identify, 
disrupt and dismantle organized crime 
networks. In addition, the government 
also announced the creation of the Major 
Auto Theft Prosecution Response Team to 
help police prepare and prosecute complex 
cases. Ontario is also exploring opportu-
nities to combat vehicle thefts by partner-
ing with Canada Border Services Agency, 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police and ship-
ping container and rail companies.

 QUICK FACTS
 • From 2014 to 2021, there was a 72 

per cent increase in auto thefts across the 
province, and a 14 per cent increase in the 
last year alone.

• Car thefts in Ontario have increased 
by 31 per cent in the first six months of 
2023, when compared to the same period 
in 2022.

A long awaited program launched in 
Perth County in December! The Perth 
County Stewardship Program is a new 
grant program supporting community 
groups and landowners with tree plant-
ing projects within the Municipalities of 
Perth South, West Perth, Perth East, and 
North Perth.

Grants are available for both private 
landowners and community organiza-
tions. Started on December 1, 2023, eli-
gible applicants can apply through an on-
line Stewardship Program intake form. 
Applicants are encouraged to read and 
review the program guide for tips on pre-
paring a strong application.

This first phase of the County’s Stew-
ardship Program helps offset the costs 
of tree planting and forest health moni-
toring surveys for individuals and orga-
nizations. Three grant streams geared 
towards new tree plots, forest rehabili-
tation, windbreaks, stream buffers, and 
forest health check-ups will contribute to 

the naturalization and resiliency of doz-
ens of properties across the County.

“These projects are essential to Perth 
County’s resiliency, restoration of nat-
ural areas and preservation of quality 
agricultural lands” said Hannah Cann, 
Resiliency and Stewardship Coordinator 
for Perth County. “Often, the financial 
aspect of tree planting projects is a bar-
rier for landowners. The resources and 
grants offered through the Perth Coun-
ty Stewardship Program will encourage 
landowners to make their projects a real-
ity in 2024”.

Perth County is committed to culti-
vating a greener future through Stew-
ardship. The grant opportunity for 2024 
opened for applications on December 1st 
2023, closing January 19th 2024, with 
successful applicants being notified by 
early February 2024.

For more information about the pro-
gram, and to access application forms, 
visit www.perthcounty.ca/Stewardship

Flag lowered to half-mast in remembrance of École 
Polytechnique massacre victims

At the November 27 Stratford City 
Council meeting, councillors approved 
a flag half-masting on December 6 at 
8:30 a.m. in recognition of the École 
Polytechnique massacre, also known as 
the Montreal massacre. Mayor Ritsma, 
councillors, and Canadian Federation of 
University Women members were in at-
tendance.

Canada observes the National Day of 
Remembrance and Action on Violence 
Against Women on December 6, during 
The 16 Days of Activism Against Gen-
der-Based Violence. This day is to ac-
knowledge the women who were mur-
dered during the tragic mass shooting at 
Polytechnique Montréal on December 6, 
1989, when an antifeminist walked into 
a Mechanical Engineering classroom, 
where he murdered fourteen women; 
another ten women and four men were 
injured in an attack.

Before turning the gun on himself, he 
read a letter that he had written, which 
contained a list of 19 radical feminists 
who he said would have been killed had 
he not run out of time. This list includ-
ed the names of well-known women in 
Quebec, including journalists and televi-
sion personalities. 

Both councillors Bonnie Henderson 
and Jo-Dee Burbach spoke on this event 
at the November 27 meeting, thanking 
the women of the Canadian Federation 
of University Women who requested the 
flag half-masting, 

Henderson spoke on the University of 
Women’s work and effort in recogniz-
ing not only a tragic event but violence 
against women, too, “I was really im-
pressed the Canadian Federation of Uni-
versity Women to call on council to low-
er the flag to half-mast, it’s important and 
should be recognized,” she continued, “I 
urge everyone in our community and 
worldwide to speak out in emphasis and 
hopefully some days soon this can end.”

Councillor Burbach also noted in her 
comments the murder of three women 

on the morning of September 22, 2015, 
when a man shot and killed three wom-
en whom he had past relationships with. 
This attack is also recognized during 
The 16 Days of Activism Against Gen-
der-Based Violence. 

“In Canada, one woman is killed by an 
inter-intimate or former intimate partner 
every six days,” said Burbach, “Almost 
half, 44% of Canadian women report 
having been subjected to some form of 
inter-partner violence, and they are dis-
proportionately the victims of the most 

severe forms of abuse.”
Burbach went on to say that approxi-

mately 3,500 women and 2,700 children 
live in shelters for abused women every 
night of the year, while most are turned 
away,

She also noted that Stratford’s local 
women’s shelter and support services 
centre, Optimism Place, received 2,144 
calls to their crisis line and served 58 
women and 36 children in the residential 
program, and since that time, calls for 
service have only increased. 

Burbach continued to recognize Strat-
ford for declaring Intimate Partner Vio-
lence an epidemic in May of 2023 and 
notes that this is one step in the right 
direction across the province, but it’s 
not enough, “Declaring Intimate Part-
ner Violence to be an epidemic has both 
symbolic and practical value” she said, 
“It validates the experiences of countless 
women of whom carry shame about the 
abuse that they have been subjected to. It 
moves Intimate Partner Violence out of 
the shadows and into the public health 
realm, where it belongs.”

The Canadian Federation of Univer-
sity Women would love to see all 444 
other municipalities across Ontario fol-
low suit. “Having the flag lowered to 
half-mast is a visible symbol to get a 
discussion going,” said Cambria Raven-
hill, Canadian Federation of University 
Women member – Stratford, “Advocacy 
is so important to the Canadian Feder-
ation of University Women; we need to 
keep showing up and keep carrying the 
torch.” 

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

IN REMEMBRANCE
MP John Nater, Councillor Jo-Dee Burbach, Mayor Al Strathdee of St. Marys and members 
of The Canadian Federation of University Women among those who came to support the 
lowering of the flag on Wednesday morning in remembrance of the École Polytechnique 
massacre.

(AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE PHOTO)
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Anyone that drops by our house com-
ments on the fact that two different 
languages are being thrown about si-
multaneously and yet we all seem to 
understand one another.  It’s true.  After 
18 months of hosting Ukrainians in our 
home, we have learned to adapt, using 
Google Translate, yes, but also under-
standing tone and gestures.  

I’ve been trying to learn Ukrainian 
through Duolingo, but that is a slow 
process.   Ukrainian letters do not even 
resemble our alphabet.  I have found, 
however; that I pick up on a few words, 
through repetition, or because they re-
semble their French equivalent.  For ex-
ample, the Ukrainian word for nightmare 
sounds like cauchemar.   Suitcase sounds 
like valise.  

The communication challenge has 
been a source of laughter at our house.  
While our Ukrainian friends constantly 
ask us to correct their English, we are 
reluctant.  We don’t want to discourage 
their progress, and also, so many of their 

turns of phrases are endearing.  For the 
longest time, Nataly, the mom of our first 
family, called cottage cheese, “cotton 
cheese”.  Nataly dropped off some pan-
cakes this week, and when I asked my 
husband what was inside, he smiled and 
said: “Cotton cheese.”   Somethings just 
work.

Google Translate, a free app for the 
phone, is very helpful.  Speak a phrase 
into the app and it will translate it into 
any language.   It doesn’t work in all cas-
es.  For example, my husband’s name is 
Ric.  According to the translator, he is 
‘the river’ – another source of laughter.  
Translation devices do not work well 
with colloquial expressions or nuanced 
language, so it’s important to be clear 
and straightforward about what you want 
to communicate.

The telephone is a source of anxiety for 
most Ukrainians, no matter their level of 
English.  Many will message me and ask 
if I can call the school for them, or the 
doctor’s office, or whatever other service 
they need to contact via phone.  This is 
where volunteers can be of great help.  
Families need ‘buddies’ to help them ma-

neuver through what we might consider 
simple communications.

Cultural differences can impede com-
munication, also.   Some of our guests 
are confused, for instance, by what con-
stitutes a holiday (i.e. day off school/
work).  Nataly messaged me on Interna-
tional Woman’s Day, for instance, to ask 
if I was celebrating.  They had taken the 
day off and were planning to drop by.  
They arrived laden down with flowers 
and gifts for the women in the house.  

I tried to explain that we use this day 
to acknowledge the feats and plight of 
women, but don’t actually take a holiday 
or exchange gifts.  I discovered that in 
Ukraine, it’s a reason for celebration.  

“Coming to Canada is like landing on 
an alien planet,” one of my Ukrainian 
friends once told me.  “It’s important to 
have a safe place to land, while we adjust 
to the Canadian way.”

“I don’t understand all the rules,” an-
other told me.

One thing that hosting has taught is that 
one language that needs no translation is 
the language of love.  Hugs, smiles, ten-
der words, and the willingness to listen, 
are all good communicators.  

Ric and I may not speak Ukrainian, but 
our intentions speak for themselves.  A 
year and a half into this adventure, we 
like to stop from time to time and reflect.  

“Who could have imagined how much 
our lives have been enriched through this 
process,” Ric said just yesterday.  

Amen to that.
Interested in hosting, or wondering 

how you can help out?  Reach me at en-
glish.knutson@gmail.com.

VJ KNUTSON

Times Freelance Columnist

Welcoming Ukrainians:  Communicating

December 6 is St Nicholas Day for Ukraini-
ans.  Cookies are part of the celebration.

(KATERINA MASLOVA PHOTO)

From Ukraine to Canada: A Journey of Resilience, 
Community, and Dreams

In a recent interview with Teti-
ana Didkovska, a Ukrainian ref-
ugee now living in St. Marys, the 
Stratford Times learned about the 
resilience of one family whose 
lives changed overnight and are 
now learning to navigate a new 
way of life here in Ontario.

Didkovska and her family lived 
near the capital of Ukraine - Kyiv, 
worked and studied in Kyiv, en-
joyed life, dealt with work-life 
balance issues, and prioritizing 
time spent with family above all 
else. She has a higher legal edu-
cation, defended her dissertation 
and received a scientific degree: 
she has a Ph.D. in law. She also 
engaged in private legal practice.  

Didkovska's parents also have 
a higher education - in econom-
ics: her mother was a manager 
in a bank, and her father was the 
head of the logistics department 
in a large distribution company.  

Didkovska’s son, Volodymyr, 
is a third-year student at the Uni-
versity of Telecommunications in 
Kyiv, majoring in cybersecurity, 
and, despite the war in Ukraine, 
he continues his studies online. In 
addition, last year, he completed 
summer courses in his specialty 
at the University of Toronto.  

It is worth noting that Didkovs-
ka’s career in Ukraine was var-
ied and responsible: from private 
legal practice, head of the legal 
department of a leasing compa-

ny, to head of a department in the 
Ministry of Social Policy. How-
ever, she was armed with a legal 
education and the tenacity to face 
the odds, which was necessary 
when her family boarded one of 
the last buses out of her town in 
wartime Ukraine.

It should be noted that this fam-
ily had a private house which al-
ways had beautiful flowers and a 
vegetable garden. “We love flow-
ers very much, so every summer 
we have a lot of beautiful ones. 
We lived well and made plans 
for the future. But everything 
changed on February 24, 2022,” 
notes Tetiana.

Moving to Canada brought 
new challenges, but Didkovska 
notes that she found solace in 

the St. Marys community and 
those who supported her and 
her family after her trip to Can-
ada: “We are very happy to be 
in St. Marys. Our Canadian and 
Ukrainian friends here are won-
derful and we also receive great 
support from our host family.”

With the support of a host 
family, they found work at a lo-
cal manufacturing company and 
navigated the Ontario housing 
market during the current hous-
ing crisis. Although her job has 
changed a lot now, Didkovska 
values   her workplace, noting 
that there is an excellent, friend-
ly team that she and her parents 
value, as well as good working 
conditions. 

Didkovska also notes that 

during their forced move to Can-
ada, they met wonderful, kind 
and sympathetic people in Po-
land, where they lived for almost 
two months, before coming to 
Canada.

The unwavering support from 
her newfound community was 
critical to them making this 
change in life here in Cana-
da. “The community here at St. 
Marys is a very interesting and 
very close community,” she said, 
“It's great that we know and in-
teract with so many people, both 
Canadian and Ukrainian. We 
know each other and celebrate 
holidays together, both Canadi-
an and Ukrainian; you know, we 
have very interesting events.  We 
are all very grateful and greatly 
appreciate the support of the St. 
Marys community during this 
most difficult and exciting period 
of formation and self-discovery.”

Since education is very import-
ant to Didkovska's family, her 
son entered Sheridan College in 
his major and will begin receiv-
ing a Canadian college education 
in January.

At the same time, Didkovska 
also strives to gain new knowl-
edge in Canada. One of the last 
courses that she and her moth-
er Olena completed was “The 
self-employment course” at Fan-
shawe College.  

Didkovska and her family 
dream of a future in which they 
will make a unique contribution 

to the development of society - 
by opening a Ukrainian restau-
rant and receiving the necessary 
knowledge and certificates for 
this. Tetiana's mother is an excel-
lent cook and baker, and she also 
makes homemade jam that is bet-
ter than any store brand.

With this knowledge and ex-
perience as a chef, their dream 
could become a reality with the 
right support. “My mom ran the 
kitchen when she was young,” 
said Didkovska. “She started 
out as a cook, and then trained 
and received a diploma as a food 
technologist, and also received a 
higher education in economics.”

As they plan for the future, 
Didkovska and her family dis-
cuss travel, education and the 
joy of exploring new cities in 
Canada. Their dreams go beyond 
personal aspirations, as Didkovs-
ka would also like to someday 
return to her beloved profession 
and be able to help other new 
Ukrainian refugees coming to 
Canada.

Didkovska's story is not just a 
personal triumph but also a cel-
ebration of the diversity of the 
local community. The presence 
of family enriches a community, 
adding layers of culture, dreams, 
and shared experiences. Their 
story demonstrates the accep-
tance of a city like St. Marys that 
welcomes newcomers and recog-
nizes the strength that diversity 
brings to a community."

AMANDA MODARAGAMAGE

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

Tetiana Didkovska and her family. (CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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Web-crawling In Seasonal Celebrations

SHEILA CLARKE

Times Freelance Columnist

Beautiful music, family gath-
erings, festive dining, and shar-
ing joy- What a wonderful time 
of year!  Be it Christmas, Ha-
nukkah, Bodhi or Kwanzaa- or 
just enjoying the feeling of good 
will that seems to fill the air in 
December, we’re looking for-
ward to the pleasure of winter 
celebrations.  Let’s add another 
presence to the season this year- 
a very large, very beautiful blue 
and green jewel, floating in 
space- our planet.

We live within an economy 
that is based on using new/raw 
materials to make things- which 
we then encourage people of 
the world to consume- to buy. 
There have been two results to 
this system:  One is that those 
new resources are not part of 
a never-ending story- They are 
running out.  The other result is 
really important for our winter 
celebrations- and that is waste. 

Advertising loves to entice us 
to buy bigger and better every 
year.  Our guard is down, our 
sentiments rule, and before we 
know it, our shopping cart and 
our bills are overflowing!  I’ve 
mentioned that catchy little 
line, “want versus need” be-
fore, but what if we really tried 
to keep our winter celebration 
within the ability of our planet 
to provide materials for prod-
ucts, and to minimize waste.  
What a challenge! 

Some options are out there 
to impact both waste and con-
sumerism.  One choice that 
I’m hearing from young folk is 
“thrift-shopping.”   I have be-
gun to try to visit thrift stores 
more often as my first stop, but 
taking that as a place to do gift 
shopping is brilliant!  There are 
often unique items that are a 
perfect fit for someone on your 
list!  (I love old-fashioned hand-
kerchiefs- What better place to 
find them!  -no trees cut down 
to blow my nose :) 

My next favourite is one we 
tried as a family one year- make 
your own!  We ended up with 
a huge variety: embroidered pil-
lowcases, throw pillows, knit-
ted scarves (that would proba-
bly keep you warm in an Arctic 
blizzard!), home-baked cook-
ies, personal bookshelves, and 
many whispers and secret pro-
ductions that would be whisked 
away when we entered rooms.  

Try that as a family project, 
with some help and ideas for the 
younger set- Nothing compared 
to the smiles that greeted those 
homemade gifts- from the mak-
ers, and the recipients. 

If you do want to make a spe-
cial purchase for someone on 
your list, shop locally. There are 
many gifted creators and many 
shops in our communities. By-
pass the waste of trees needed 
to box and courier goods to 
your house, bypass the fossil 
fuel in the packing tape, the 
plastic packing and the GHG 
emitting truck that delivers the 
item to your door.  

Consider whether new items 
are ethically made, how far they 
had to travel to get to you and 
how wastefully they’re pack-
aged. Harkening back to want 
vs. need, think about useful 
gifts- Those plastic thingama-
jigs can be fun for a minute, but 
in the long run, a crazy pair of 
socks might be more fun!  

And then there’s the HUGE 
problem of waste- oh my!  Re-
sources are part of that story 
too:  trees cut down to make 
wrapping paper, fossil fuel 
present in tape, the mountain of 
waste from packages, the for-
ever plastic that will stay in the 
environment and work its way 
into water and soil (and us), and 
so many items that don’t fit into 
recycling and instead are des-
tined for the landfill-  Are there 

solutions??
Absolutely!  The solution be-

gins with stockpiling whatever 
gift paper does come into the 
house- We have some treasured 
pieces that have been around for 
years. We don’t buy new- It’s a 
waste of trees and most aren’t 
recyclable. It’s fun to use news-
paper, festive cloth bags with 
drawstrings, and sometimes 
dishtowels for wrapping.  

For a while we used paper 
gift bags, but it began to seem 
like an industry unto itself with 
lots of raw materials and new 
ones always appearing, many of 
which aren’t recyclable.  Tissue 
paper is also on our avoid list, 
it’s not recyclable and is often 
a big part of gift bag packag-
es. Similarly we haven’t bought 
ribbons and bows for years- We 
dig deep into a basket of left-
overs and come up with some 
crazy but creative packages!  

One suggestion from Green-
peace is to cut colourful maga-
zine pages into strips and make 
a bow! I have a neighbour who 
buys natural twine for ribbon.  
The new project in our house is 
to avoid tape entirely, and fold 
either material scraps or paper 
around our gift treasures.  We 
sometimes write on the packag-
es, or make gift tags out of old 
greeting cards.  

There are lots of creative pos-
sibilities to make your winter 
festivities a gift to the planet as 

well! Challenge yourself as well 
as your families and friends to 
invite that beautiful blue and 
green jewel known as Earth to 
your seasonal celebrations-  the 
best winter holiday gift of all, 
for the future.

Climate Updates:
 1) Atmospheric Carbon this 

week reached 420.4 ppm (parts 
per million), November 2023, 
up from the safe level of 350 
ppm, passed in 1990.

Try to reduce your use of plas-
tics- They come from fossil fuel 
production which releases Car-
bon into the atmosphere.

 2) Congratulations to 
the Leave the Leaves he-
roes.  The overwinter-
ing-in-the-leaves-oh-so-neces-
sary-pollinators thank you!  

 3) From Katherine Hayhoe, 
a Canadian scientist: “This is 
literally what the science says: 
every bit of warming matters, 
and every action and every 
choice matters, too."  

Sheila Clarke is a Stratford 
advocate for the environment, of 
our community and of our plan-
et. She has a BSc Zoology from 
the University of Illinois, and a 
host of courses beyond in disci-
plines that inform ecology, the 
science of how everything living 
fits together in nature. She is a 
member of CFUW Stratford, 
Stratford Climate Momentum, 
and the Perth County Sustain-
ability Hub.

I’m sitting alone in this house, 
but for the sleeping company 
of the dog and the cat. Quieter 
somehow with the soft music 
on than the sound of the silence 
itself. I know that’s because my 
mind is talking this and talking 
that, and won’t shut up. The mu-
sic is the leveller. Sometimes the 
old questions re-surface and I 

welcome them; but not tonight. 
What’s the purpose? Will I live 
to see the balance of all things 
become so disjointed that recov-
ery is impossible? Is my daugh-
ter generally hopeful? Happy?

Uneasy; I’m bent to dwell upon 
my work and my life as a funeral 
director because my work is my 
life and vice-versa. How can it 
not be, it’s so intimately person-
al for all involved.  And then a 
thought forms from outside the 
windowpane as I watch the snow 
fall. Thousands upon thousands 
of flakes and no two are alike, 
they say. Must be billions in this 
snowfall alone. How can that 
be? Some strange anomaly that 
makes one like this and one like 
that. Some slight alteration in 
which this one freezes in its per-
fection while another – equally 
perfect, fuses onto the first... and 
again... and again... covering up 
the season that went before in 

fragile chains of embrace; leav-
ing white. The “light” of an eve-
ning's landscape.

I open the front door. The 
quiet of it all; a strange inva-
sion of calm muffling up the 
sounds of the wind that brings 
it, and the growl of a car engine 
somewhere, warming itself so 
it can escape. But I’m motion-
less watching it descend. I don’t 
move. I don’t escape. For an in-
stant I wonder something about 
mortality and connectedness, 
and before another kamikaze 
flake can enter the warmth of the 
house, I shut the door.

I imagine the snow as stars, 
supernova’s spraying their mass 
throughout the neighbourhood. 
Billions of soft subtle explosions 
settling themselves on the yard, 
the side of the tree, the birdbath 
and steps. And it strikes me 
how brilliant these bright deaths 
must be to sculpt this panoramic 

scene of winter perfection – and 
then, again, there it is once more 
– some kind of connection I can 
feel; for living with all of the cat-
astrophic explosions of lives I’ve 
taken part in. The panorama of 
all the lives I’ve served allow-
ing the unbroken view; each as 
meaningful and beautiful as the 
snowflakes constructing them-
selves on mass outside my win-
dow. Each life leaving their sea-
sons behind for others to delight 
in and remark after the dark days 
have gone... “remember when...”

And there are literally thou-
sands of these people who 
have laughed out stories, cried 
out stories, squeezed them out 
through hugs; for each other, 
and for me who has served them. 
The brilliant one-of-a-kind lives 
that I have merely touched for a 
brief and fleeting moment, like a 
snowflake on a cheek, that turns 
to tears. 

And each year, their memo-
ries return. And mostly in win-
tertime, when the snow is deep 
and profoundly still. All the 
names. All the memories. All 
the stories. My own too. My 
mother. My father. My boyhood 
friend. They spread themselves 
out before me on such a night as 
this. In a blanket of white that 
somehow calls me to slip under 
it’s strange and warm covering, 
like all of the lives that went be-
fore me did. They are perfectly 
imperfect and yet, as bright and 
brilliant as the snowflakes that 
keep falling now as I write this 
down.

UNTIL SOON. LIVE WELL.
Stuart is a celebrant and the 

manager of Rutherford Crema-
tion & Funeral Services. It is his 
privilege to serve, dispel myths, 
and give information concerning 
his field of compassionate ser-
vice.

UNTIL SOON. LIVE WELL: SNOWFALL Snowing again. Dusk.

STUART LENDER

Times Contributor
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The story of Kylemore Castle 
comes straight out of a gothic 
romance. It is, indeed, a castle, 
but not one built for military or 
defensive purposes, nor a castle 
that has a long history of resto-
ration and renewal. No, Kylemore 
Castle, situated in the beautiful 
Connemara district of Ireland, 
was built in the Victorian age, in 
1868, by a rich English doctor, 
Mitchell Henry.

Both the Castle and its grounds 
are enormous – the place includes 
33 bedrooms, four bathrooms, 
four sitting rooms, a ballroom, 
billiard room, library study, 
schoolroom, smoking room, gun 
room, and sundry offices and 
quarters for domestic staff.

You might think it was already 
a tragedy to have 33 bedrooms 
and only four bathrooms, but 
there is a bigger tragedy here, 
and that’s where the gothic, ro-
mantic bits come in. Mitchell 
built Kylemore as a home for his 
beloved spouse, Margaret – but 
she died only seven years after 
her dream castle was built. It is 
amazing how many elaborate, 
palatial homes – Boldt Castle 
in the Thousand Islands comes 
to mind, as does Toronto’s own 
Casa Loma – were built to cel-
ebrate love stories that ended in 

tragedy.
And thus it was at Kylemore. 

But Margaret’s death led to 
the construction of yet another 
beautiful structure – the chap-
el at Kylemore. And eventually, 
to one more, smaller, but still 
ornate, building – the Mausole-
um, where both Margaret and 
Mitchell are entombed. Mitchell 
had long since left Kylemore, 
but when he died in 1910 – hav-
ing lost most of his fortune – his 
body was returned to the estate 
to lie beside his beloved.

Mitchell’s fortune came by way 
of inheritance from his wealthy, 
industrialist father. Instead of 
stepping up and running the 
family business, when he inher-
ited his father’s wealth, Mitchell 
stopped practicing medicine and 
entered politics. Which proved a 
costly enterprise. 

The property changed hands. 
From 1903 to 1913, the Duke 
and Duchess of Manchester 
made Kylemore their home. But 
in 1920, the 33-bedroom Castle 
became the home of a group of 
a group of Benedictine nuns, and 

their successors own and manage 
the estate to this day.

All of which makes Kylemore 
one of the most interesting desti-
nations I have visited.

First, there is the stunning set-
ting, The entire region of Conne-
mara is breathtakingly beautiful. 
Mountains, moors, lakes and 
free-range sheep (including some 
ranging in the middle of the road-
ways) make this drive a highlight 
of any trip. And Kylemore’s own 
lakeside setting, backed by crag-
gy mountains, is right out of a 
storybook.

What makes Kylemore even 
more special, though, is the di-
versity of attractions throughout 
the large property. The Castle, 
of course, is worthy a lengthy 
visit. And the nuns – or whoev-
er is running the attraction on 
their behalf – have come up with 
clever, state of the art interpre-
tive features. Holograms of the 
period characters tell the story 
of Kylemore. Visitors are not de-
pendent on written guidebooks, 
or the necessity to download a 
tour on their phones – instead, 

we meet helpful, if virtual, char-
acters, eager to share their story.

The property’s features are 
located all around the lake – 
actually, two lakes, linked by a 
stream – and the walks are very 
enjoyable. From the main en-
trance, you can choose to turn 
right and visit, in turn, the Ab-
bey (which is the castle), then 
the Gothic Church and finally 
(appropriately enough), the Mau-
soleum.

Turn left after the main en-
trance, and you can walk, or 
take a trolley, to one of the fin-
est, and largest, Victorian walled 
gardens I have ever visited. And 
I love visiting Victorian walled 
gardens.

At the same time the Castle was 
built, Mitchell Henry ordered 
that a six-acre bogland be con-
verted into an impressive walled 
garden. Today, you can wander 
through the beds and plantings, 
talk with gardeners, and visit the 
glasshouses (two of an original 
21 have been restored), the head 
gardener’s house, the pigsty, and 
all manner of individual gardens 

– kitchen garden, formal flower 
garden, rockery, nuttery, herb 
garden, herbaceous borders, and 
more.

The entire Kylemore estate 
covers 1,000 acres, and while 
you won’t visit the property in its 
entirety, there are several walks 
and trails, carefully identified, 
that will take you through wood-
land, along rivers, and even to a 
waterfall.

All of this at a place where 
Benedictine nuns continue to 
“live, work and pray.” In fact, 
visitors are welcome to join the 
sisters for daily mass and ves-
pers, in the modern, newly-con-
structed Monastic Church, locat-
ed near the entrance to Kylemore 
(and quite close to the restaurant 
and gift shop). By the way, when 
the nuns aren’t praying, they 
spend their time making choc-
olate – and of course, the hand-
made Kylemore Abbey Choco-
lates are on sale in the gift shop.

Kylemore Abbey has become 
a national leader in sustainable 
tourism in Ireland. The vehicle 
fleet is being electrified, hun-
dreds of native trees are planted 
on the property each year, and 
the attraction is developing a 
full “biodiversity plan”, working 
with the National University of 
Ireland in Galway (about an hour 
and a half south-east of Kyle-
more).

There are plenty of destina-
tions worth an hour or two of 
your time. Kylemore is not one of 
them – you’ll want to schedule a 
full day at this dramatic, roman-
tic, stunningly beautiful place.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and President of 
the Travel Media Association of 
Canada. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking 
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net. 

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: A beautiful Irish location for a domestic tragedy

PAUL KNOWLES

Times Contributor

(PAUL KNOWLES  PHOTO)

(PAUL KNOWLES  PHOTO)

(PAUL KNOWLES  PHOTO)

A parade of sheep, along a lake backed by mountains, in Connemara.
Kylemore boasts a six-acre, walled Victorian garden.

Kylemore Abbey, set in the beautiful Connemara district of Ireland.
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WORSHIP TIMES: 
10 a.m. and 3 p.m.

MAXINE ELIZABETH MCFADDEN  
(NÉE CAPLING)

July 20, 1927 – November 28, 2023
Maxine McFadden passed away peacefully in her sleep 

in the early hours of November 28, 2023. Maxine was 
born and raised in Stratford, Ontario, where she returned 
from her nursing training in Hamilton to work at the 
Stratford General Hospital and in Drs Hazel, Roberts, and 
Jarrett’s office at 42 Albert Street. Maxine is survived by 
her daughter, Nancy Fair, and son-in-law, Michael Fair; 
granddaughters Hilary Fair (Joel Kechnie) and Stephanie 
Fair (Zixi Wang), and her first great-grandchild, Julian 
Fair Wang. Just prior to her death she received with joy 
the news of a great-granddaughter on the way. Maxine is 
also survived by her brother Robert (Bob) Capling and 
sisters-in-law Diane, Wilma, and Doreen, several nieces 
and nephews and great nieces and nephews, and her dear 
friend, Jan.

Maxine is predeceased by her husband, Donald Mc-
Fadden; her parents, Roy and Madelyn Capling (née 
Zinn); her brother William (Bill) Capling and sister-in-
law Lorna; and many beloved friends.

For ninety-six years, Maxine lived with the same 
strength and determination of spirit that made her such 
an asset in her nursing career. For decades, her family 
has found meaning in frequent reflections from the public 
about the high-quality care Maxine delivered to her pa-
tients on the obstetrics, emergency, and recovery floors at 
SGH. In her retirement, she brought that same outstand-
ing care to her role as grandmother with a long history 
of providing expert comfort to the girls when they were 
ill, teaching them to bake and build gingerbread houses, 
and playing long, patient games of scrabble over tea. Her 
laugh was deep and infectious and will be missed. 

Special thanks from the family to the PSW staff at 
Woodland Towers for their very important support, and to 
Marilyn Brickman for the companionship she provided, 
in the last few months of Maxine’s life. 

It was Maxine’s wish to be cremated and a service of 
interment be held at Avondale Cemetery in the Spring of 
2024. Details will be posted once known. In her memo-
ry, donations are gratefully being accepted to a charity of 
one’s choice, through Rutherford Cremation & Funeral 
Services. 804 Ontario St. Stratford. 519-271-5062.

MARY MARGARET
(NEE MUSCHAMP)

DECEMBER 21, 1943 – DECEMBER 8, 2022

The moment that you left me
My heart was split in two

One side was filled with memories
The other side died with you.

I often lay awake at nights
when the world is fast asleep

And take a walk down memory lane
With tears upon my cheeks.

A million times I’ve thought of you,
a million times I’ve cried.

Forgive me Lord, I’ll always weep
For the one I loved so much

But yet I could not keep.

Forever loved and deeply missed by your
loving husband Ken and family

NEUMEISTER
IN LOVING MEMORY

IN MEMORY OBITUARY

ROSEMARIE RICHARDS
Rosemarie Richards in her 95th year, passed away 

peacefully at Stratford General Hospital on December 3, 
2023. Beloved wife of Ronald Richards (2016). 

She is survived by her sons Matthew Richards, Mi-
cheal Richards (Arlene); grandchildren Alexander Rich-
ards (Katrina), Hazel Hallowheart, Rebecca Richards, 
Stephanie Brydon (Dwayne), Ryan Ross (Caitie) and 
great-grandchildren McKayla Ross, Audrey Ross, Emer-
son Brydon, and Atlas Richards.

Rosemarie was born in Kitchener to Filippo and Rosa 
Ganci. She was the youngest of seven children. She be-
came an accomplished figure skater which led her to meet 
her husband Ron on the ice at the Stratford Arena. Rose-
marie and Ron coached figure skating throughout south-
ern Ontario and were instrumental in the formation of the 
Palmerston Skating Club.

Rosemarie had many interests including sewing, travel 
(39 Countries), astronomy and the arts. She earned her 
Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Waterloo.

Her laugh, smile, and affection will be missed by all 
that knew her and her family will miss her baking cre-
ations that were the centerpiece of the Christmas Season.

Rosemarie will be fondly remembered and loved for-
ever.

Cremation has taken place and an informal gathering of 
friends and family will be held at Rutherford Cremation 
& Funeral Services, 804 Ontario Street, Stratford (across 
from the Canadian Legion), on Tuesday December 12th 
from 6pm to 8pm. Casual attire is encouraged.

Donations to the Alzheimer Society of Perth County 
are gratefully being accepted and may be made directly 
at www.alzheimer.ca/huronperth/ or through Rutherford 
Cremation & Funeral Services. 519-271-5062.

Remember that time when Amazon 
sponsored your church fundraiser?

Remember when Facebook bought a case of 
Girl Guide cookies to support your daughter?

Remember when Google provided free pizza 
to your child’s soccer team when they won the 
championship?

Neither do we!
Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.

They need our support, now more than ever.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

HAVE A SPECIAL 
EVENT COMING UP?
Let us know! Call 519-655-2341 

 or email stratfordtimes@gmail.com
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804 Ontario St., Stratford
226-779-0548 | genuinefitness.ca

Fitness. 
Fun. 
Results.

Speak with one of our coaches to find out if Speak with one of our coaches to find out if 
Genuine Fitness is right for you.Genuine Fitness is right for you.

Step inside 
Genuine Fitness, let go of:

• Your endless to-do list
• Your struggles to get fit in 

the past
• Your stress and tension

The Stratford Skating Club is excited 
to announce our annual skating compe-
tition: The Provincial Series—Stratford 
December Classic, presented by Elite 
Jump Performance, will be returning to 
the Stratford Rotary Complex this com-
ing December 15-17, 2023.

This year, we will be welcoming 820 
skaters to Stratford over the three days 
of this event. Our staple events returning 
this year will be our men’s and women’s 
singles events at the Star 5-Gold levels, 
Star 2 to Star 4 Free Skates, and Pre-Ju-
venile and Juvenile Free Programs.

These skaters are competing not only 
for this event, but the skaters scores are 
archived and then compared with oth-
ers in the Province. The top scores by 
the end of February 2024 will be invited 
to the Skate Ontario Provincial Cham-

pionships in March 2024. Our regular 
Special Olympics events as well as 
Adult events will also be returning this 
season.

This year the Stratford Skating Club 
will have a record number of our home 
skaters competing in The Stratford De-
cember Classic. In total, seventeen SSC 
skaters will be taking to the ice during 
this competition.

This event is open for general admis-
sion for the public. Cost to watch the 
competition is $5 per person, per day 
for those aged 5 and older. All children 
4 years and younger are free.

Admission is taken at the door. The 
events will start at 8am on Friday De-
cember 15th and run on both ice sur-
faces until 6p.m. on Sunday, December 
17th at the Stratford Rotary Complex.

Provincial Series Stratford 
December Classic 
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Solutions on page 35

Word Search
CHRISTMAS

Riddles

Sudoku

Christmas

Merry

Festive

Santa Claus

Elves

Jolly

Reindeer

Carolers

Mistletoe

Nativity

Yuletide

Tinsel

Stocking

Presents

Candy

Rudolph

Holiday

Pet of the 
Month

GRIZZLY
Meet 8-year-old Grizzly, a lovable senior 

dog bursting with energy and affection! This 
gentle giant has a heart as big as his size. 

Grizzly thrives on staying active and enjoys 
long, leisurely walks. But what he loves the 
most is being by your side, cuddled up and 
showering you with all the love he has to 

offer. Grizzly does have some special needs. 
He experiences high separation anxiety, which 

means he prefers the comfort of a home 
environment rather than an apartment.

If you want lots of unconditional love in your 
life, submit an adoption survey for Grizzly at 

https://kwsphumane.ca/adopt/process.

Sudoku

Id: 3865

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 28

2 3 1
1 5

4 8 2
6 1 8

9 8
9 7 4

2 1 8 6 4
3 1 9

3 4 5 1

Solution
8 5 2 6 3 4 1 9 7

9 1 6 5 7 2 8 4 3

4 3 7 1 8 9 6 5 2

2 7 5 4 6 3 9 1 8

3 9 4 8 5 1 2 7 6

1 6 8 9 2 7 4 3 5

5 2 1 7 9 8 3 6 4

6 4 3 2 1 5 7 8 9

7 8 9 3 4 6 5 2 1

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

Why did the tightrope walker visit the bank? 
He wanted to get his balance

Why did Patrick eat money? 
His mom said it was his lunch money.

Why can't computers play tennis? 
They try to surf the net.

What does the Invisible Man drink at snack 
time? 

Evaporated milk.

What kind of running means walking 
Running out of gas.

What goes up and down but never moves? 
The stairs

Why did the kid put his head into the piano? 
He wanted to play by ear.

Why did the kid run to school? 
Because he was chased by the spelling bee.

What did the tie say to the hat? 
"You go on a head and I'll hang around here."

Where do snowmen keep their money? 
In a snowbank.

Created with TheTeachersCorner.net Word Search Maker

CHRISTMAS MERRY FESTIVE 

SANTA CLAUS ELVES 

JOLLY REINDEER CAROLERS 

MISTLETOE NATIVITY YULETIDE 

TINSEL STOCKING PRESENTS 

CANDY RUDOLPH HOLIDAY    

Name:                                          
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Q X T J I K N A C N Y P R A S U V E L E
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T E U H I F Y T X T B E C A E S Y O R N

F U C G D N N N O J O L L Y Q L W K M G
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RUN YOUR CLASSIFIED AD HERE!
JUST $10 + HST PER EDITION 

 Contact:   stratfordtimes@gmail.com  or call 519-655-2341

Have you been affected by someone else's drinking?
Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU!
Call for time and place.
1-800-706-9833 or App Available

SERVICES

$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, 
Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively 
buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equip-
ment.  For more information:  DIAMOND DOGS MU-
SIC 114 Ontario St. Stratford / 226-972-5750

WANTED A APARTMENT TO RENT: I am eagerly 
looking for one bedroom or two bedroom apartment in 
Stratford, Ontario with parking, pet friendly for Novem-
ber 1st or for December 1st . The two bedroom apartment 
my older son and I will be sharing the apartment Call 
Cindy at 519-273-3918

A WORKING CAMCORDER that will play Hi-8 digital 
tapes. Phone 519-284-3774

I WILL PAY CASH FOR ANTIQUES AND COLLECT-
IBLES – Coca  Cola Pepsi any pop company, Brewery 
items Kuntz, Huether Labatts etc. Old radios and gram-
ophones,
Wristwatches and pocket watches, Old fruit jars Beaver 
Star Bee Hive etc. Any old oil  cans and signs Red Indian 
Supertest etc. Any small furniture.
If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact 
me - 519-570-6920.

Fair value offered for your VINYL RECORDS & STE-
REO EQUIPMENT.
SOUND FIXATION  519-801-5421
56 Wellington St., Stratford WANTING TO BUY – All collectibles including sports 

cards, beanie babies, Funko pops and stamps.   Highest 
prices paid.  Free appraisals.  Call or text Stan anytime 
519-868-3814.

WANTED

WANTED WANTED WANTED

Email to inquire stratfordtimes@gmail.comCLASSIFIEDS

STRATFORD KIA CERTIFIED PRE-OWNEDSTRATFORD KIA CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED

2023 Kia Telluride SX

$64,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,620 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Honda Pilot Sport

$49,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
41,420 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Chevrolet Trailblazer LT

$37,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
17,586 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Subaru Crosstrek Limited

$34,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
52,208 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Compass Trailhawk

$35,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,277 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Ford Explorer ST

$52,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
25,675 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ford Edge SEL

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
12,466 km

All-Wheel Drive

2020 Ford Explorer XLT

$38,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
57,423 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 GMC Terrain SLE

$38,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
112,321 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Ford Bronco Sport Badlands

$46,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
15,600 km

All-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2020 Chevrolet Blazer True North 2019 Lexus UX 250h

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
11,504 km

$38,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
22,471 km

All-Wheel Drive All-Wheel Drive

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

Bad or Challenging Credit? No problem!  Everyone is approved, some conditions apply.Bad or Challenging Credit? No problem!  Everyone is approved, some conditions apply.

2021 Ford Bronco Sport Outer Banks

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
25,427 km

All-Wheel Drive

FREE TABLETFREE TABLET
WITH THE PURCHASE OF A PRE-OWNED VEHICLE. WITH THE PURCHASE OF A PRE-OWNED VEHICLE. 

Some Conditions apply. Bring in this coupon and see the dealer for details.

Kia
Offer available only until December 31, 2023
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ACCOUNTING

PHARMACY
FENCING / DECKS

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION

HOME APPLIANCES

REAL ESTATE

HUMANE SOCIETY

REAL ESTATE

PRESSURE WASH

MARKETING

MORTGAGE

125 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-7581 | Fax 519-271-2737

office@fammeandco.on.ca

“Serving Stratford & area since 1977”

Driveways • Parking Lots • Excavating 
Truck Rentals • Asphalt Patching 

519-271-5690
Call Scott or Denise 

for a free quote.

www.fraserpaving.ca

info@jandjconst.com

Jonathan & James Construction Inc.
519.949.3107

5875 Line 26, Fullarton, On N0K 1H0

519-949-3107
Construction Management

General Contracting

info@jandjconst.com 
www.jandjconst.com

Jonathan 
& James 

Construction Inc.

www.phelansplace.com

APPLIANCES • PARTSAPPLIANCES • PARTS

237 Huron Road, 237 Huron Road, 
SebringvilleSebringville

519-393-6181519-393-6181
info@phelansplace.cominfo@phelansplace.com

125 Griffith Rd, Stratford
519-273-6600

kwsphumane.ca

INVESTMENTS

196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633

www.franklinehinz.com

www.jandersonrealestate.com

JEN@JANDERSONREALESTATE.COM

WWW.JANDERSONREALESTATE.COM

519-301-2736

ALL
SHORES

519-273-2003

519-273-2003519-273-2003
info@allshoresfd.cainfo@allshoresfd.ca

FencingFencing
& Decks& Decks

ADVERTISE HERE FOR AS LOW  AS $15 PER ISSUE!
Contact stratfordtimes@gmail.com to inquire.

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

• Travel Clinic
• Compounding Pharmacy
• Easy prescription transfers

Stratford Medical 
Pharmacy

342 Erie St (Jenny Trout Centre),
Stratford, ON N5A 2N4 

Phone: 519-272-0888
www.stratfordmedicalpharmacy.ca

245 Downie Street, 
Suite 108

Stratford, ON
N5A 1X5

Tina Grasby
BROKER

b. 519.508.HOME (4663) | m. 519-275-7663
tgrasby@homeandcompany.ca

homeandcompany.ca

| PRESSURE WASHING  | SOFT WASH
| VINYL SIDING  | BRICK HOUSES

| CONCRETE SURFACE CLEANING

Stratford

519.305.0365

POWER CLEANPOWER CLEAN

John Leader
softwashpc@outlook.com

| PRESSURE WASHING  | SOFT WASH
| VINYL SIDING  | BRICK HOUSES

| CONCRETE SURFACE CLEANING

Stratford

519.305.0365

POWER CLEANPOWER CLEAN

John Leader
softwashpc@outlook.com

| PRESSURE WASHING  | SOFT WASH
| VINYL SIDING  | BRICK HOUSES

| CONCRETE SURFACE CLEANING

Stratford

519.305.0365

POWER CLEANPOWER CLEAN

John Leader
softwashpc@outlook.com

• PRESSURE WASHING
SOFT WASH • VINYL SIDING  

• BRICK HOUSES
• CONCRETE SURFACE 

CLEANING

LIST WITH CHRIS!

Hiller Realty Brokerage
100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101

Chris Evans, Broker

listwithchris@wightman.ca

WINDOW WASHING

Jake Stern
REAL ESTATE BROKER

519-949-8559
#RealEstateJake

SCRAP

TRAVEL

150 Queen St. E., St. Marys
519-284-2332

210 Mill St., New Hamburg
226-333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com 
agent@stonetowntravel.com

WATCH/CLOCK REPAIR
Watch & Clock Repair
FREE ESTIMATES

Watch batteries, bands  
& crystals

House calls available

All makes & 
models.

New & Old.

Antiques in Time
45 York Street | 519-272-0411

www.antiquesintime.ca

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Secondary Resources 
(Perth) Ltd. Metal 

Recycling Scrapyards
Line 42 4546, Perth East (R. R. 1 Sebringville)

519-393-5390
Goderich Location: 205 Nelson Street East

Call 519-393-5390 

Two locations 
Serving Perth and Huron Counties

Sebringville Yard Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:30 am. - 4:30 pm.

Saturday: Closed for winter hours.  
62 Years in the Metal Recycling Business

Operated by the Joyes Family
www.secondaryresources.ca

Make Real Estate a
‘FAIR’ GAME

QUIZ ANSWERS
1) Abraham Lincoln
2) Canada
3) Goldmember
4) Mars
5) 4
6) The “@” symbol
7) Scotland
8) Albatross
9) 11
10) Brown

SUDOKU

Sudoku

Id: 3865

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 28

2 3 1
1 5

4 8 2
6 1 8

9 8
9 7 4

2 1 8 6 4
3 1 9

3 4 5 1

Solution
8 5 2 6 3 4 1 9 7

9 1 6 5 7 2 8 4 3

4 3 7 1 8 9 6 5 2

2 7 5 4 6 3 9 1 8

3 9 4 8 5 1 2 7 6

1 6 8 9 2 7 4 3 5

5 2 1 7 9 8 3 6 4

6 4 3 2 1 5 7 8 9

7 8 9 3 4 6 5 2 1

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

Email to inquire
stratfordtimes@gmail.com

 519.949.2114 • MATTFRANCIS.CA 
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Main Store Hours:
Mon. to Thurs.  10 to 6

Fri.  10 to 8
Sat.  10 to 5

Sun.  12 to 4  

Follow us on:

Outlet Hours:
Thurs. to Fri.  10 to 6

Sat.  10 to 5
Sun.  12 to 4

www.stratfordhomefurniture.ca 
www.homefurniture.ca
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Schaeffler Aerospace

MAIN STORE: 
519-273-9330
2954 Hwy 7&8 E

OUTLET: 
519-273-7453
617 Douro Street

PLUS FREE FREE 
LOCAL DELIVERYLOCAL DELIVERY

Some conditions apply

EARLY BOXING DAY EARLY BOXING DAY 
SPECIALS STOREWIDESPECIALS STOREWIDE

Holiday SavingsHoliday Savings

RECLINER AND LIFT CHAIR SALE EVENTRECLINER AND LIFT CHAIR SALE EVENT

AALLLL  AACCCCEESSSSOORRIIEESS  
&&  LLIIGGHHTTIINNGG

UUPP  TTOO  

OOFFFF
5500%%

RREECCLLIINNEERRSS

UUPP  TTOO  

OOFFFF
4400%%

AARREEAA  RRUUGGSS

UUPP  TTOO  

OOFFFF
3300%%

BBUUNNKK  BBEEDDSS

UUPP  TTOO  

OOFFFF
2200%%

Starting at $999 tax in
Choice of colours and sizes

Starting at $899 tax in Starting at $799 tax in

LLaarrggee  sseelleeccttiioonn  aavvaaiillaabbllee


