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By Wendy Lamond

On Jan. 18 Riverwalk Commons will be
the host for a Women’s Winter Vision-
ing Event hosted by The Empowered
Women’s Circle.

The event will go from 7:30-9 p.m. and
will have a hybrid format meaning that
you can attend in person or virtually.

Leading the empowered Women'’s Cir-
cle is board-certified OB/GYN, meno-

COLDWELL BANKER

HOMEFIELD LEGACY REALTY
ST. MARYS, BROKERAGE

Cleaning up after

.

Members of the Kinsmen Club of St. Marys load Christmas trees into a truck during
the club's annual Christmas Tree pickup Jan. 6. See page 10 for more photos. Con-

The Empowered Women'’s Circle
to host inspiring workshop at
Riverwalk Commons

pause practitioner and women-cen-
tred coach Dr. Catherine Hansen. She
will join forces with Lisa Burchartz
who is a somatic stress-release prac-
titioner, mindfulness guide and exec-
utive coach. Although Dr. Hansen and
Burchartz will be sharing their ex-
pertise online, attending in-person at
Riverwalk Commons is recording art-
ist, author, and trained facilitator Emm

Continued on page 3

Falling rainwater
pipe closes Pyramid
Recreation Centre
pool

By Galen Simmons

The pool at the Pyramid Recreation Centre in St.
Marys is closed until further notice after a rainwa-
ter pipe fell from the ceiling into the pool earlier
this week.

In a press release issued Jan. 2, the town said the
pool had been closed as a result of mechanical is-
sues and all swimming lessons, aquatics programs
and rentals had been cancelled until further notice.

In an email, town communications manager Brett
O’Reilly clarified that the closure was a result of a
falling rainwater pipe.

“The pool was empty at the time, so no one was
injured, but we are treating this as a serious near
miss,” she said. “Inspections and repairs are cur-
rently being conducted and the pool area won't re-
open until an engineer has signed off that it is safe
to be occupied by the public.”

In a later release, the town said the rainwater pipe
— one of several that helps prevent rainwater from
collecting on the roof - fell because the metal hang-
ers that secure the pipe to the ceiling broke.

The town has since hired engineers to inspect all
remaining pipes, and anything attached to the walls
and ceiling in the pool area. New hangers have
been ordered for all rainwater piping and will be
installed this week. The building will remain closed
until the necessary repairs have been made and
the engineers declare it safe for the public.

The Town is working to determine how this closure
will affect swimming lessons. More information
about lessons, aquatics programs and rentals will

Continued on page 2
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Falling rainwater pipe closes Pyramid Recreation

Centre pool

Continued from page 1

be shared as soon as possible.

Updates about the pool and reopening
information will be shared through

the town website (www.townofst-
marys.com/aquatics), its Facebook
page (www.facebook.com/stmaryson-
tario) and Twitter account (www.twit-
ter.com/townofstmarys).

A full-scale repair of the pool area’s
heating, ventilation and air condition-
ing system is planned for late 2024 or
early 2025. The work will improve de-
humidification in the pool area and

should result in fewer disruptions, the
town said. The pool will be closed for
six to eight months while this proj-
ect is completed. Further details and
timelines will be made pubic soon.

‘Golden Oldies’ DCVI Reunion set for July 13

By Stewart Grant

Reconnecting with old classmates is
always a treasured occasion, and for
St. Marys DCVI students of 1980 and
earlier, they’ll have the opportunity to
do just that on July 13 when the Roy-
al Canadian Legion hosts an event
dubbed the “Golden Oldies Reunion”.

“It used to be called the Silver Fox
Reunion, but we decided to put a new
image on this year and we came up
with the Golden Oldies,” said Len
Hawkins, who is on the organizing
committee along with Lynne Ashley,
Lyn Brooks, George Cifa, Pete McAsh,
and Dan McDonald.

This will be the first time for a full re-
union for the group since before the
COVID pandemic. Last time around,
the event gathered over 300 people.
Hawkins says they are hoping for a
strong turnout again this year.

This year’s event, held at the Legion
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at 66 Church Street, is scheduled from
12 pm. to 5 p.m. on July 13. Camp-
bells’ Catering will provide the meal,
which is included within the admis-
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sion price of $30 per person. A cash
bar will also be available.

The organizing committee encourag-
es all to spread the word about the
event, which is geared towards for-
mer DCVI students who are roughly
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To purchase tickets for the event,
please contact George Cifa at trav-
elmerchant@quadro.net or Lyn
Brooks at lynbro.82@icloud.com be-
fore June 24.
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The Empowered Women'’s Circle to host inspiring
workshop at Riverwalk Commons

Continued from page 1

Gryner.

The purpose of the event is to provide
clarity, energy and to harness the pow-
er of community for women'’s personal
and professional well-being.

With help from the facilitators, at-
tendees will learn how to support and
inspire each other leading to easier
reflection so they can focus on what
needs to be put away for another time.

The Empowered Women'’s Circle will
focus on topics like making health a
top priority, rediscovering personal
essence, learning to pause and con-
nect with loved ones and learning how
to say no and reclaim personal bound-
aries. Gryner said she is proud to part-
ner with Melissa Barton to bring this
event to St Marys.

“I didn't think EWC could get better,
but it will be so inspiring to be with
other women in person to experience
this hybrid event,” Gryner said.

Gryner also commented that after
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years of searching for a community of
women who elevated her, she found
Dr. Hansen's Empowered Women's
Circle.

“Finally, here is a community, led by a
truly awe-inspiring woman who is not
only an expert and trailblazer in medi-
cine and women's health, but so giving
of her time and wisdom in a way that
has been life-changing for me. We are
only as powerful as our communities,
and this is the one to be in,” she said.

Owner of Riverwalk Commons Melissa
Barton is looking forward to learning
from the EWC process to reflect on her
intentions for her business and per-
sonal goals for this year.

“It will be so inspiring to learn this
alongside other strong women in our
community,” Barton said.

The doors will open at 6:30 p.m. for
some social time and refreshments be-
fore the event starts at 7:30 p.m.

For more information or to purchase
tickets you can find the link at rwcom-
mons.com/current-workshops.

] o, e I
. 5

Dr. Catherine Hansen is a board-certified OB/GYN, menopause practitioner and
women-centered coach. She will be one of the online co-leaders of an event hap-
pening at Riverwalk Commons Jan. 18.
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By Stewart Grant

Last week, I published my annual
predictions about the year ahead,
and some friends of mine noted that
I went a little heavy on U.S. politics.
I said to them, “Well, there’s kind of
domino effect in play here, and de-
pending on how the Supreme Court
rules on Trump’s eligibility, there’s
any number of ways this could go.”
Furthermore, the stakes of the 2024
U.S. election could not be higher. Al-
though we don't live in the United
States, there’s no question that what
happens in that country has signif-
icant impact on what happens to
Canada.

This past Saturday marked the
three-year anniversary of the ap-
palling events of Jan. 6, 2021, when
Donald Trump incited his followers
to storm the U.S. Capitol with the
hopes of overturning the 2020 elec-
tion, which was won by Joe Biden
(with apologies to faithful reader
Robby who will disagree with what
I just wrote).

It was last Friday, on the eve of the
Jan. 6 anniversary, that Joe Biden fi-
nally spoke angrily yet eloquently
about the current state of affairs in
the United States — a state of affairs
where Donald Trump continues
to be the presumptive Republican
nominee for President of the United
States despite ... everything.

On Saturday, I walked into the liv-
ing room where my wife and son
were sitting. I sat down, turned
on the TV and called up the Jan. 5
Biden speech on YouTube. To their
credit, they stayed and watched the

Watch and learn

30-plus minute speech with me in
its entirety. I encourage you to do
the same. It hasn't gotten near the
attention that it deserved by the
mainstream media — perhaps that’s
because they think it’s “exciting” to
have a close election in November.
Yes, Joe Biden is very old to be run-
ning for president, but his speech
was superbly delivered and needs
to be heard by both sides (though
unfortunately, the people who need
to hear it never will).

At the conclusion of Biden's re-
marks, I suggested to Laurie and
Jake that to make a fair comparison,
we should take the time to listen to
Trump’s remarks from the same day.
There’s always another perspective,
right? So, we called up that on You-
Tube and listened to as much as we
could bare, hanging in for about 10
minutes.

I've intentionally avoided getting
too specific about what was said by
either, not just due to space con-
straints but because I really think
if you are interested in the subject,
you should take the time and watch
political leaders speak. This ap-
plies not just to Biden and Trump’s
speeches on Jan. 5 but to Canadian
politics well. Listen to both sides
with an open mind and then see
what fits your ideals.

Determine for yourselfif you like the
way that Pierre Poilievre handles a
question versus Justin Trudeau, or
Chrystia Freeland for that matter.
There’s a lot to be learned and the
stakes are high.

Overteard at the Coffee 5499

Proudly sponsoredby: [/ /%?dc_n/w.

in St. Marys

207 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON + (519) 284-4555

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others?
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title
"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Bravo

Boo

We have 4 Bravos this week.

1) Bravo to the Caledon Tubing su-
pervisors Yvonne King and Craig
Anderson. I have never worked with
supervisors that I respect as much as
these two. Yvonne gets things done
and is the hardest worker I know. She
is a genuinely kind lady and somehow
manages to balance being an amazing
mother with a high stress job. Craig is
not afraid to help out wherever need-
ed. He is funny, and easygoing when
he can be but he.is also serious and
knowledgeable.

2) Bravo to the person who picked up
my envelope that fell out of my purse
when I was getting a donation out at
the community supper on January
2nd. Thank you so much! There are
still honest people in St Marys!

3) Bravo to the employees at RBC
for their help saving an older person
from being scammed out of $2,000 this
week. It was much appreciated!

4) A bravo to everyone at the inter-
section of Church St. and Queen St.
E. Monday morning for being alert
and allowing the funeral procession
to continue even when the lights
changed. What a kind town.

We have no Boos this week.

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Quote of the Week

“This is the first national election since January sixth insurrection
placed a dagger at the throat of American democracy. Since that
moment. We all know who Donald Trump is. The question we have to
answer is who are we? That’s what’s at stake. Who are we?”

- President Joe Biden, on the eve of the 3rd anniversary of the
January 6, 2021 attack on the U.S. Capitol

info@stmarysindependent.com
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January is the
quietest month in
the garden. But
just because it looks
quiet, doesn't mean
that nothing is
happening.

The best way to
predict the future is
to create it.

Treat each day
like it's a new year
because it truly is.

Stay away from what
might have been and
look at what can be.
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Seven people charged with
impaired driving during
recent Perth County OPP
Festive RIDE campaign

By St. Marys Independent Staff

Seven drivers landed themselves
with impaired-driving charges over
the holiday season, three of whom
had their licenses suspended, say
Perth County OPP after its annual
Festive RIDE campaign ended ear-
lier this month.

This year’s Festive Reduce Im-
paired Driving Everywhere (RIDE)
campaign ran from Nowv. 16, 2023 to
Jan. 1, 2024. During the campaign,
the Perth County OPP increased
its presence on Perth County roads
and highways as officers conducted
180 RIDE program stops across the
county.

In total, local OPP officers spent
more than 430 hours checking driv-
ers for signs they've consumed alco-
hol or drugs and whether they are
unfit to drive.

Though the Festive RIDE campaign
is over, Perth County OPP remains
committed to taking alcohol- or
-drug-impaired drivers off local
roads through enforcement and
public education. Drivers will con-
tinue to see officers patrolling lo-
cal roads, setting up RIDE program
stops and stopping unsafe drivers
year-round.

“The enforcement of impaired driv-
ing laws will continue to be a prior-
ity for our members in Perth Coun-
ty,” said Staff Sgt. David Sinko, op-
erations manager for Perth County
OPP. “Keep our roadways safe for
everyone. Plan ahead. Don’t drive
impaired.”

If you suspect someone is driving
while impaired by alcohol or drugs,
call 911 to report it.

GRANT
HAVEN
MEDIA

WELCOME
HEATHER
DUNBAR

I'm thrilled to introduce myself as the new Director of Business
Development for our community newspaper. With over 15 years of industry
experience, my goal is to forge impactful partnerships and initiatives that
elevate local businesses. Let's collaborate to identify opportunities, enhance
market presence, and drive sustainable growth together. Reach out to
discuss potential collaborations and share insights. I look forward to being
part of our community's journey to success.

heather@granthaven.com @¥IWwISKExy/
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The latest municipal news
from the Town of St. Marys

BABYSITTING BASICS COURSE
January 20,9 AM - 5 PM | Pyramid Centre

The St. John Ambulance Babysitting
Basics course teaches youth aged 11 - 15
all they need to know to care for younger

children. Register onlinel

townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

SHOWER PROGRAM
Thursdays, 9 AM -1 PM | Pyramid Centre

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private,
secure and accessible for individuals of
all abilities.

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

EARLYON

WINTER PLAY DAY!

January 13, 9:30 - 11:30 AM | Solis Park
Dress for the cold weather and join

EarlyON for a morning of outdoor fun
at Solis Park!

townofstmarys.com/earlyon or 226-374-6544

HOME ALONE COURSE

Jan. 21, 8 AM - 3:30 PM | Pyramid Centre
Equip your child with the skills they

need to stay home alone at the St. John
Ambulance Home Alone course. Topics
include first aid basics, fire safety and

more. Register onlinel
townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

EARLYON

RUN, JUMP & CLIMB
January 15, 6 - 7 PM | Pyramid Centre

Come out for an hour of jumping, running,
climbing and moving to help your child
move through gross motor activities.
townofstmarys.com/earlyon or 226-374-6544

Contactus

519-284-2340
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca
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Senior of the Week

Mary Conley of St. Marys will be
90 years old on January 13th. She
has one son and 2 granddaughters.

Her hobbies are baking, reading,
dancing, and tending to her flower

gardens. Happy birthday Mary!

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 or

info@stmarysindependent.com.

1) Who invented
the first passenger
elevator?

2) A torx screwdriver, is
designed for what kind
head-shaped screw?

3) What do you call a
group of cranes (bird)?

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

4) What do you call a group of mechanical
cranes?

5) In what year did Canada cease the
production of pennies?

6) Acrophobia is the fear of what?

7) What branch of philosophy deals with
morality?

8) Who won the Golden Globe for best actor in
a drama motion picture in 20247

9) In the 10 commandments, what is the 6th?

10) When was the beginning and end of the
American civil war?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

COMMUNITY

Stuart Taylor named Firefighter
of the Month for January

The St. Marys Fire Department is pleased to an- I T P R R T AP T R IR [ Y =
nounce Stuart Taylor as January's “Firefighter of | =~ __-:.;..:..'_:'_.,"ﬂ: \-r-_-.r.-_'. e Bs 1S
the Month”. : R ""‘{':'.'Ti-:-'; d

Stuart has been a full-time firefighter with the City

of Brantford for 21 years where he currently holds

the position of Captain. He joined the St. Marys
Fire Department in 2022.

When asked why he was interested in becoming a
volunteer firefighter - a step down from his current
position - Stuart responded: “I have grown very at-
tached to this community and want to help my fel-
low residents in times of crisis. I also love the bond
that comes from working side by side with other
firefighters. I am proud to be a part of this team.”

Off duty, Stuart dedicates his time to his wife Nich-
ola and their two children Jack and Abbey. He can
often be seen downtown walking with his best
friends, Jenny, an American bulldog, and Peanut, a
Jack Russell.

“Stuart was selected as Firefighter of the Month
for his emotional maturity and competitive drive,
which led him to complete his Firefighter Initial
Training Program very quickly” said Fire Chief
Richard “Andy” Anderson. “Stuart commits fully to
the task at hand, whether its training, fundraising,
or emergency responses. He's a great ambassador
for the department.”

“Stuart brings a wealth of knowledge, experience
and leadership to the department,” said Captain
Phil West. “Having someone so capable makes us
even better equipped to take on challenges.”

‘Wheremtheworld
would you like lo go?

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332
agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

|
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com consultants tOday'
TICO #50025796 i N

www.stonetowntravel.com

@ Ontario Health | ontaria breast

STRATFORD
MEDICAL IMAGING

BREAST SCREENING
* OBSP/Mammography

BONE HEALTH

SCREEN FOR OSTEOPOROSIS
s BMD/DEXA Scans

» Walk-In X-Ray

Minimal Wait Times, Book By:
519273172 M & 519 2731928

@ gnmica | Q Stratlerd 444 Doure St. Suite 102

B stratford @gnmi-imaging.com




St. Marys Independent

COMMUNITY

Thursday, January 11, 2024

SOURCE FLODRIN

Coldest Night of the Year
returns to St. Marys Feb. 24
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it’s cold £
out here_ /s

Pictured from left are St. Marys Coldest Night of the Year organizers Chris Schroer,
Pam Zabel and Gwen Bradley. Photo courtesy of United Way Perth-Huron

By St. Marys Independent Staff

The United Way Perth-Huron's St.
Marys community committee is in-
viting residents to once again bun-
dle up and participate in The Coldest
Night of Year (CNOY) fundraiser next
month to help locals experiencing
hunger and homelessness.

This year, the annual fundraiser will
raise funds in support of the Town of
St. Marys community outreach worker
and the Nourish Community Access
Market. While the community out-
reach worker supports residents in
need - particularly those living in and
around social housing — and connects
them with the services they need,
the community access market offers
fresh, nutritious and locally sourced
produce and meats to residents facing
food insecurity.

“We're excited to have CNOY back,”
said Pam Zabel, St. Marys CNOY
event organizer, in a press release.
“It's a challenging time right now and
vulnerable people continue to strug-
gle. Our community understands how
events like this help support pro-
grams addressing important local is-
sues. We hope everyone will join us
and help achieve our goal of $56,000.”

Last year, the St. Marys community
raised $50,020 through CNOY. Ac-

cording to the CNOY St. Marys web-
site, the fundraiser has raised just
over $6,300 or 11 per cent of its goal
thus far.

“The organizing team of St. Marys
Coldest Night of the Year is very excit-
ed to see the enthusiastic community
support to help people in our commu-
nity,” Zabel told the Independent.“We
already have 18 teams signed up and
our goal is 30. We have five sponsors
signed up so far: St. Marys Insurance,
Scotiabank, St. Marys Landscaping,
Ideal Supply and St. Marys All Roads
Dodge.”

This year’s St. Marys CNOY happens
on Saturday, Feb. 24 with a choice to
walk any time during February. For
the in-person walk, check-in begins
at 4 p.m. at the 2/3 Hall in the St.
Marys Pyramid Recreation Centre.
With opening ceremonies scheduled
for 5 p.m,, a light meal will be served
at 6 p.m.

Walkers can choose a two- or five-Kki-
lometre route ending up back at the
recreation centre. Participants raising
over $150, or $75 for youth under 18,
receive CNOY toques. To register as
an individual or team, visit cnoy.org.

For event updates, pictures and more,
join the St. Marys Coldest Night of the
Year group on Facebook.

SAVE
UP TO

707

STOREWIDE

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.
KITCHENER

MON-FRI 9AM-8PM @
SATURDAY 9-6
SUNDAY I|0-5

WWW.SOURCEFLOORING.COM
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Applications still being accepted for Perth County
environmental stewardship program

By Wendy Lamond

Perth County landowners and non-profits have a
couple more weeks to apply for support for local
environmental-improvement projects through the
county’s new stewardship program.

On Dec. 1, 2023, Perth County and its member mu-
nicipalities launched the Perth County Stewardship
program, which focuses on protecting the air, soil
and water of Perth County. The program is based
on grant initiatives that will support landowners
in keeping the sustainability of the environment
with tree-planting projects. The program provides
resources and financial assistance to landowners
and community groups that are looking to commit
to cultivating a greener future.

Applications are being accepted by the county until
Jan. 19 and grants will be awarded to the success-
ful candidates on Feb. 23. Following this intake, the
county is planning a second round of applications in
the fall depending on how much money is left in the
stewardship program budget for the year.

There are three grant streams available for tree
planting projects, tree distribution programs and
forest-health checkups. The first is for private
planting, which is for individual landowners look-
ing to plant 50 or more trees or shrubs. The second
is for community planting. This is for non-profit
groups, conservation authorities or municipalities
planting or distributing trees for planting. The last
is for forest-health checkups which focus on wood-
lot-management plans or woodlot assessments.

When asked if the program will become annual,
county resiliency and stewardship coordinator Han-
nah Cann, commented, “Depending on the success
and uptake, this will hopefully be an annual pro-

Hyde Construction presents

SOURSTO)

Saturday, January 13* 2024
11:00 AM. — 2:00 P.M.
Stratford Rotary Complex

ADMISSION BY DONATION ~ SOUPONS 5 for $5
CASH ONLY EVENT

Sample a variety of delicious soups, enjoy live
music, a silent auction and kids’ activities

Présanied by

HEDE

AU proceeds frow this et remoin in Perth ond Huron i sunport

AlzheimerSociety

alzheimer.ca’huronperth | 519-271-1210

=

Perth County

ounty

Stewardship Program

gram. This is the first year of the program and we

are so excited to see the outpouring of interest from
landowners, partner organizations like the conser-
vation authorities, and from community groups.”

The location for all projects must be within the mu-
nicipalities of Perth South, West Perth, Perth East
or North Perth but exclude the City of Stratford and
Town of St. Marys.

To apply for the grants, you will need to provide de-
tailed reports that include a planting plan, a project
budget and a thorough description of why you are
interested in participating in this program.

According to Cann, there are two important parts
to the program. The first is that it provides finan-
cial incentive to landowners wanting to improve
their property by planting trees. The grant program
could allow a landowner to expand tree-planting
efforts, or, for smaller landowners, it will make it
more attainable. Secondly, the stewardship program
is a great way to showcase important projects in the

www.samshomehardware.com

ryHome

hardware
PLEASE EXCUSE

OUR APPEARANCE

WHILE
WE'RE UNDER
CONSTRUCTION

www.homehardware.ca

63 Wellington St. N, St. Marys, ON, N4X 1A6

Phone: (519) 284-4142 | Fax:(519) 284-3592

community.

Some benefits of tree-planting include protecting
croplands and roads from wind erosion, increased
soil organic matter and providing habitat corridors
for a variety of species.

“If folks are dreaming up a unique tree planting
project or have been waiting a couple years to have
a woodlot assessment done, 2024 is your year. The
closing date for applications is quickly approaching.
I encourage anyone with questions about wheth-
er their dream project qualifies or how to apply to
contact me at the county or their local conservation
authority for assistance” said Cann.

Perth County is committed to a greener future and
the stewardship program is one way of maintaining
a healthy ecosystem and preservation of agriculture
land in our area.

To apply and to find tips and criteria needed to
qualify, you can access the website at www.perth-
county.ca/stewardship.

McCullys
Hill Farm

Preserve of the Month
10% off McCully's Applesauce

In the Freezer

Shop McCully's for locally raised meats, including Black Angus Beef,
Bison, Chicken, Duck, Lamb, and Pork. McCully's has a great selection of
Roasting Chickens, great for family dinners.

Local Apples

McCully's carries local Ambrosia, Gala, and Honey Crisp
and Jonna Mac

McCully's Makes Meal Prep Fast & Simple

McCully’s carries locally produced, four wood blend BBQ smoker pellets.
Check out our selection of ready-made meals. We offer a wide variety of
meat pies and soups, along with baked beans, chili, shepard's pie, pulled
pork and beef stew. Don't forget to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, maple
butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

Store Hours for January
Open Friday 10 -5; Saturday 9 -5 and Sunday 10 -5

4074 Perth Line #9, St. Marys, ON. N4X 1C5
www.mccullys.ca « 519-284-2564
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Queen Street Dentistry provides oral health with a

friendly smile

By Wendy Lamond

When I walked in to meet the staff at Queen Street
Dentistry, I was greeted by such a friendly, bright,
and clean atmosphere, it even put someone like me
with dental anxieties at ease.

The clinic was started by Dr. Manvir Grewal and
Huron Dental Group, which looks after the clinic
and behind-the-scenes management like market-
ing, hiring and other administrative tasks. They
also have a location in Tavistock and one that will
be opening in Stratford this month.

Dr. Manvir Grewal obtained his Doctor of Dental
Surgery (DDS) from the Schulich School of Medi-
cine & Dentistry in London. Having a DDS allows Dr.
Grewal to do major surgeries and treatments at the
clinic such as wisdom-teeth extractions, implants,
root canals and more. Before achieving his DDS, Dr.
Grewal obtained his Bachelor of Science from the
University of Toronto and a Master of Physics from
York University.

When asked why he wanted to get into Dentistry
he commented, “I had an interest in health care and
wanted to pursue a career where I could work with
my hands and provide modern dentistry to the com-
munity.”

All these things ignited his interest in dentistry, and

he feels satisfaction in improving the smiles and
oral health of his patients. When Dr. Grewal was at-
tending Western University, he participated in the
Healthy Smiles program, which teaches kids about
oral health as well as provides dental services to
underserved communities in Guatemala.

The Queen Street business offers many services
including cleanings, fillings, extractions, dentures,
cosmetic surgery, implants, veneers and many oth-
er, all of which can be found on their website www:.
queenstreetdentistry.ca.

They will eventually have six examination rooms
with an x-ray machine in each room. The office also
provides direct insurance billing, emergency dental
care, and convenient hours and the website to book
appointments is very user-friendly. Queen Street
Dentistry is also looking to hold some specialty days
for sedation dentistry that ensures comfort for pa-
tients with anxiety during dental procedures.

If you are looking for a new dentist, the office is
offering a new patient promotion for $199 that in-
cludes a complete oral exam, cleaning and x-rays.

When Dr. Grewal is not working on your smile, he
loves cooking and trying different cuisines, loves
watching movies, and enjoys spending time with
family and friends.

A.N.A_F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.
519-284-4390

Pool Tournament

Saturday January 27
Registration 10:30 | Starts 11:00

Cost $10 per person. Please come to club to
sign up before the date

FRIDAY MEAT DRAWS 6 PM

For Hall Rentals
call 519-271-5343

Sun. Dec. 31 - Ron Dunseith & Rob Leyser, St. Pauls $50.00
Mon. Jan. 01 - Declon Small, St. Marys $50.00
Tues. Jan. 02 - Tamara & Chance Hunt, Mitchell $50.00
Wed. Jan. 03 - Scott Savage, Stratford $50.00
Thur. Jan. 04 - Chris & Keith Wiffen, Woodstock $50.00
$50.00
Sat. Jan. 06 - Corrina McKay, Tavistock $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT  FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
PAVING INC www.fraserpaving.ca

Optimist Club
of Downie

Fri. Jan. 05 - Margaret Archer, London

QUEEN STREET

i .I'

www.queenstreetdentistry.ca

$199 NEW PATIENT
PROMO!

Inclusive of complete oral
exam, full set of x-rays, and
cleaning.

Valued at $480+!

DIRECT INSURANCE BILLING | FLEXIBLE PAYMENT PLANS

BOOK AN APPOINTMENT

(226) 289 1999

153 Quieen St. E., 5t. Marys, ON

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS & EMERGENCIES!

WE ALSO OFFER

PROMOTIONS
FOR IMPLANT
PLACEMENTS!

Dr. Manvir Grewal shows one of the examination
rooms at Queen Street Dentistry.

Maximize your |

return.

Conservative
Advice for
Intelligent
Decisions

Franklin E. Hinz

196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4
519-273-1633 franklinehinz.com

Donna L. Hinz

/ Full automotive repair services
/ Diagnostics -~ Alignments

~ Safeties .~ Tire Sales

/ Honest and Friendly Service

Ph: 519-284-1302 | info@harrisgreigauto.com
Hours: M-Th 8-5:30, Fri 8-5 | 402 Queen Street W., St. Marys, ON
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Another successful Christmas tree pick-up by the
Kmsmen Club of St. Marys

On Saturday Jan. 6th the Klnsmen Club of St Marys dld their annual Chrlstmas tree pick up. The weather turned out to be a balmy -2 degrees. Current member Chrls
Swarthout commented that he remembers doing it when it was -27 one year. Approximately 16 members helped gather up the trees. Just one of the great services that
this club does for our town. (Contributed photos)

SEIZE

THE SEASON

LEASE A 2023 NISSAN $69
OASHOAI'S AWD WEEKLY FROM

THAT'S LIKE PAYING

$301 = b Z.

f" r
ONTHLAWTL TS DR | 5290 DﬁF,A SET OF

ELIGIBLEWINTERTIRES Tttt : . : NISSAN
IN STOCK NOW | . R = .

. 8

STRATFDHU MISSJ!'.EJ

7\ //—-«\ 2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
NISSAN s‘—""t tﬁ N\ 519.273.3119
V ra r NISSAN www.stratfordnissan.com

STORE HOURS SALES: Mon.-Thurs. 900-8:00; Fri-5at. 900-600 PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon-Fri. 8:00-5:00
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GLOBUS.

IF SANTA DIDN’T BRING YOU PRESENTS
FROM YOUR FAVOURITE SHOP, THEN
GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY HOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVEL REMEMBER NEXTYEARTO ENTER

DISCOVER PORTUGAL BENCHMARK’S CHRISTMAS CONTEST
SEPTEMBER 18-29, 2024 OUR GRAND PRIZE WINNER

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332
agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street,
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50025796

KARRIPRESTON

Weekly Gift Card Winners
Kerri Mcintosh - The Flour Mill | Dwain Smith - Sunrayz
Sami Spence - Snapping Turtle | Kelsey Coveny - Gilly’s
Patti Ehgoetz Drinkwalter - East on Jones

JOIN THE COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT! Barb Boonstra Lingelbach - The Cheese Shop

Thanks to everyone who participated in our Christmas Contest!

The Town of St. Marys is accepting applications to fill a vacancy on
the Committee of Adjustment for the remainder of the 2022 - 2026

term of Council. - BENCHMARK REAL ESTATE
. . , SERVICES CANADA INC., BROKERAGE
The Committee of Adjustment evaluates requests related to minor l 178 Queen Street E, St. Marys

variances, land division, fence by-law variances, and other applications
related to the Zoning By-law.

Thinking of Buying or Selling?

This is an opportunity to get involved in your community and provide

insight on matters that affect the municipality! Call
Apply online by January 26, 2024: éif;KIZLSCOCK Ifl: 5&9’??@0'53‘33
townofstmarys.com/boardsandcommittees Iscock jetregmail.com
Marty Thomson Tel: 519-318-7584

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION SALES REPRESENTATIVE marty@martythomson.com

townofstmarys.com/boardsandcommittees }é«v
519-284-2340, ext. 212 | jmccartney@town.stmarys.on.ca ~ST. MARYS

www.benchmark-realestate.ca
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Lincs claim five of six pomts in busy return from break

By Spencer Seymour

With three games in four days com-
ing out of the holiday break, the St.
Marys Lincolns did have to shake
off some rust rapidly last week. And
while they didn’t paint their most
perfect masterpiece, the Lincs did
emerge with five of a possible six
points ahead of big matchups against
the LaSalle Vipers and Strathroy
Rockets.

The 2024 portion of the Lincolns
schedule began last Wednesday in
the form of a visit to London to battle
the Nationals. Neither team turned
in their most complete performance,
which Head Coach Jeff Bradley had
expected going in given the long lay-
off during the holiday pause. Howev-
er, Bradley felt that the key difference
was none of his lines matched what
London’s top line of Lucas Chard,
Nolan Milne, and Riley Wood did.

“We knew it would be somewhat
ugly coming off of the break,” admit-
ted Bradley. “It was just about what
we expected. They didn't shut us
down and we didn’t shut them down.
Both goaltenders played really well.
I think we were hoping for a line to
step up and try to take over the game
but unfortunately, they had a line do
that and we didn’t. It was a case of
whoever had the puck most would
likely win the game and they had the
puck more than we did.”

The strong performance by the Na-
tionals” top line started right from
the game’s first puck drop, with Milne
scoring just 52 seconds into the game.
With just under five minutes remain-
ing in the first period, Cohen Bidgood
tied the game at one apiece with a
powerplay goal assisted by Noah
VandenBrink and Ethan Weir.

In the second period, Atley Rogers
buried his sixth of the year to put the
Nats back ahead by one, but the Lin-
colns once again found a response.
Firstly, Bidgood jammed home his
second of the game to tie things up,
followed just over three minutes lat-
er by a goal from the returning Matt
Prendergast that capped off a strong
shift by Prendergast, Weir, and Blake
Elzinga. Prendergast and Captain
Adam Barkley both returned to the
Lincolns’ lineup from injuries, both

Jaden Shiell and his teammates celebrate the hometown blueliner’s first goal of
his GOJHL career during last Friday’s game against the Komoka Kings. (Photo by
McGinny Photography)

of which occurred back on December
8th.

The Lincs’ only lead of the game last-
ed merely 59 seconds as Milne tied
the game at 3-3 less than a minute af-
ter Prendergast’s goal. After a score-
less third period, Chard found the
game-winner to give London a 4-3
victory. According to the Head Coach,
one bright spot in the game was the
play of the St. Marys netminder.

“I felt bad for Brandon [Abbott],”
Bradley told the Independent of the
Baden, Ontario native who made 28
saves in the Lincolns’ crease. “We ha-
ven't put our goaltender in positions
like that to need to make the kind
of saves he had to make. I thought
Brandon was really good and he’s not
to blame for any of the goals, we just
put him ain some really tough posi-
tions.”

Lincs bounce back against Kings

As the Lincolns came back to the
PRC for the first time in 2024, Coach
Bradley explained that the team de-
cided to put more focus on the group’s
work ethic rather than any tactical
technicalities.

“Normally, the pre-game process is to
go over our game-plan, look at what
our opponent does, and plan around
that. After looking at our perfor-
mance against London, we scrapped

that and instead showed some clips
from the London game where we
didn’t have the compete and care that
we normally do. The message was
that we wanted 20 guys playing their
guts out and that would be enough
and thankfully, we saw that.”

Although they still looked a bit rusty
in the first 20 minutes, St. Marys end-
ed the first frame up 2-1 and with
their overall compete level looking
notably better than on Wednesday
night. Chase MacQueen-Spence, who
had just two goals in his previous
13 games, got the game’s icebreak-
er halfway through the first. After
Jack Jarvis’ powerplay goal tied the
game for the Kings, the Lincs retook
the lead on another goal by Bidgood.
Billy VanSumeren, Luke Bogart, and
Ryder Livermore all had assists in
the opening period.

The second stanza saw the Lincolns
break the game wide open, playing
with dramatically more speed and
tenacity than the four periods before
it. Just four minutes into the peri-
od, rookie defenseman Jaden Shiell
made a heads-up play at the Kings’
blueline to keep the puck in the of-
fensive zone before firing a shot past
the glove of goaltender Matthew
Koprowski. Bradley reported that
the entire team was ecstatic for the
hometown rearguard’s first GOJHL

goal.

“It was awesome. It wasn't just the
goal he scored, he was outstanding
all night. He played really well and
made great plays under pressure.
He’s had opportunities to score this
season that just haven't gone in for
him but he certainly made it a special
moment when he finally got it. It was
a great goal, a great pinch down the
boards, and a great shot.”

Less than a minute-and-a-half later,
Bidgood made a dazzling move to get
around a Komoka defender before
tucking home a highlight-reel tally.
Bidgood, as well as Jimmy Schiedel,
received praise from the bench boss
for their strong games up front.

“Cohen is a kid who does not take
shortcuts at all. I honestly think he
enjoys doing it the hard way. He is
such a hard-working player. When
you have a 16-year-old doing what
he does, it’'s easy for the other guys to
join him. As for Jimmy, I've said this
before, he doesn’t do anything wrong.
He works incredibly hard. He is a
very smart hockey player. He doesn’t
get too high or too low. You can play
Jimmy anywhere and with anyone
and he’s going to play the same way.”

Snapping a nine-game goal drought
in the third period was VanSumeren,
who rocketed a one-timer fed by
Weir, to make it 5-1 in favour of St.
Marys, the eventual final score. Col-
by Booth-Housego got back-to-back
starts against the Kings and won
both games in the Lincolns’ net.

Bradley assessed the Lincolns’ show-
ing, saying that he felt no one played
poorly.

“Everybody played well. Everybody
worked hard. We were very happy
with our depth. You look at the ice-
time distribution, our top forward got
17 minutes and our lowest forward
got 14 minutes, and the only reason
there was a discrepancy in that is be-
cause some guys are on certain spe-
cial teams than others. If you look at
our first line to our fourth line and
our first pair to our third pair, I don’t
know which one played better.”

Lincs utterly dominant in Komoka
Both teams moved to Komoka 24
Continued on page 13
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www.lindsaypickering.ca
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Lincs claim five of six points in busy return from break

Continued from page 12

hours later to wrap up their home-and-home se-
ries and the Lincolns routed the home side, taking
a 9-2 win on the road.

The first was the most dominant frame of the game
and was also strangely the lowest-scoring period,
though it wasn't for a lack of opportunity. St. Marys
outshot the Kings by a whopping 28-3 margin, but
an other-worldly effort from Kings’ netminder
Connor Davis single-handedly kept Komoka in the
game. With just seven seconds left in the period,
Ryan Hodkinson slapped in his fifth of the season.
With 27 saves in the period, Davis set a new all-
time Kings record for most saves in a single period.

In the second, the Lincolns continued playing at
the same high level and finally broke through,
starting with a goal by MacQueen-Spence that
kicked off a stretch of four minutes and 53 seconds
during which they scored five times and a six-goal
second period overall. VandenBrink, who had just
one goal in his last 11 games entering Saturday’s
contest, potted his eighth of the season. Prender-
gast and Bidgood both scored twice in the second
frame.

Bradley once again was happy with the entire ros-
ter turning in a fantastic team effort.

“Every line was going. Every single player was
going. The effort was incredible from everyone. It
was 5-0 and Ethan Weir was diving for pucks. For
a little bit, the powerplay wasn't clicking a bit but

B Ss T MARYS
dB D NTISTRY

520 WATER ST, S. P0O. BOX 1650 | ST. MARYS, ON N4X 1B9 | 519-284-2660
Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan & Dr. Reem Amayem

N T Sy _s—

NOW OFFERING ORTHODONTICS,
TRADITIONAL BRACES AND INVISALIGN

for patients and general public interested, first consultation will be free, referrals not necessary

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later
appointment fimes three days per week.

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660 | www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

we eventually got a goal there and later we put out
a different-looking powerplay unit and they con-
trolled the puck for two straight minutes. We've got
three massive games coming up and we want to
build good habits going into those games.”

In the third, Jaden Lee snapped an eight-game
goal drought before Prendergast completed the
hat-trick. Komoka found a pair of goals in the final
20 minutes. As noted by Bradley, some new faces
got time on a late-game powerplay with a concert-
ed effort by the entire unit to get the puck to Jacob
Montesi, the only Lincoln who hasn’t scored yet
this year (excluding Ethan Sullivan who has yet

to play a game for the Lincolns). Although Monte-
si didn’t record a goal, he and his defence partner
were among those who stood out to Coach Bradley.

“It’s nice seeing guys like Luke [Bogart] and Ja-
cob [Montesi] continue to trend upwards nonstop.
They play a similar game from night to night and
have just been getting better and better. They were
awesome for us on the blueline. They don't make
mistakes. They are two quiet kids but they care
about the team and the game. We love those two
because they come to the rink ready to work and
they are always solid.”

“And then to see Matt [Prendergast] get a hat-trick
was so great for him. The whole team was thrilled
for him. I was happy for him. It’s big for him and
his confidence. Sometimes, there are little galva-
nizing moments like the guys rooting for Jacob to
get one and everyone being so happy when Matt
got his hat-trick.”

The Lincolns were in LaSalle to take on the Vipers
on Wednesday before they return to the PRC this
Friday to play the Strathroy Rockets. This Friday's
game is Rock the Rink Night with all St. Marys Rock
players wearing their Rock jersey or jacket getting
in free. Minor Hockey players will also be able to
enter a draw for free registration for the 2024-25
Minor Hockey season. Additionally, a Rock Spirit
Contest will take place with the winning squad(s)
receiving a pizza party.

you and your family.

640 Colborne Street,
London, ON N6B 2V2
mapledene.ca

?Mapledene

Give us a call to learn more about how our approach would benefit

Jamie C. Hodgins, CIM, FMA, FCSI
Portfolio Manager, Senior Investment Advisor

TEL  519.432.6744
CELL 519.851.7484
EMAIL jhodgins@mandevillepc.com

Regulated by Canadian Investment Regulatory Organization.
Member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund.

Roller coaster rides are for kids,
not for your money.

At Mandeville, we build institutional style portfolios that consist of the
highest quality public and private investments. The goal is to provide
a more consistent performance experience for our clients.
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U16 A Boys win first game of new year

By Spencer Seymour

Ahead of an appearance in the Inter-
national Silver Stick tournament this
weekend, the St. Marys Legion U16 A
Boys St. Marys Rock earned a 4-2 vic-
tory over the first-placed South Ox-
ford Storm in the team’s first game of
2024 last Wednesday.

Head Coach Gord Cookson told the
Independent that his team was in
good form despite coming off the hol-
iday pause.

“The boys didn't seem to have much
rust from the break,” said Cookson. “If
anything, I think it was nice to get a
bit of a rest, reset and get ready for
the new year and the International

Silver Stick. Once we complete this
weekend, our focus will change to
the remainder of the season. We have
picked up too many ties, so we’ll be
looking to get some wins back.”

Finn Wright opened the scoring for
the Rock at the 1:27 mark of the open-
ing period, the only goal scored in the
first. However, the highly talented
Storm came back in the second and
took a 2-1 lead with goals four min-
utes and 40 seconds apart. With just
two seconds left in the period, Dono-
van McGregor found the tying goal to
send the game into the third period
tied at two.

Cookson praised the team’s “charac-
ter” for helping them climb back after
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Does your workplace play music?

Why not make it St. Marys Radio?
Whether you work in an office, restaurant, or
store, St. Marys Radio has the perfect
soundtrack for your workday.

Your staff and customers deserve the best.
Give them the best music mix by playing St.
Marys Radio at your work.

) )

éook your pet’s
Spa Date

S F Bx VF B: vo A VF B: vF A vr B: v

VR VI VI VIRV
J

The Groomer
255 Wellington St, S, St. Marys %

919-284-0036
AlvATealealesasn

%

L d

”

<4 v

falling behind.

“Our character showed when we lost
the lead and were trailing in the sec-
ond. The boys kept pushing forward
and came out with a strong third to
complete the comeback. I think we
are making steps in the right direc-
tion leading into the Silver Stick. The
boys are doing better at taking the
puck to the house in the offensive
zone and starting to create more scor-
ing chances.”

With 10-and-a-half minutes left on
the clock in the third, Brody Higham
came up with the Rock’s third goal
of the game which went on to be the
game-winner. Andre Mollet added a
goal with just one second remaining

in the game.

According to Cookson, as the second
half of the season begins, his team is
focused on coming out on the right
side of the scoring opportunity count-
er more consistently.

“Some focal points for the boys head-
ing into the second half of the season
is just understanding that we need
to capitalize on the chances we cre-
ate and also limit our mistakes. Pre-
venting chances going the other way
from our opponents is going to be a
big focus for our group as well as we
have out-chanced teams but haven’t
always gotten rewarded for those op-
portunities.”

Pty

McGinny Photography
mcginnyphotography@gmail.com
Phone: 226-456-4364
Like and follow on Facebook and Instagram

HENDERSONYOST

INSURANCE

est. 1957

FARM COMMERCIAL AUTO

ST. MARYS - THORNDALE
EMBRO - THAMESFORD

519-283-6614

info@hendersonyost.com | www.hendersonyost.com
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WATER STREET

(226) 661-0192

DENTISTRY

Accepting New Smiles

60 Water Street South St. Marys
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca
waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com

Find us on |3
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Mlnor Sports Scrapbook
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Sydney McLeod lines up a backhand chance during the U14 St. Marys Snipers
game at the PRC last Saturday.

Jacklyn Kittmer gets a chance on a wrap-around during last Saturday’s St. Marys
Kinsmen Club U9 C Girls St. Marys Rock game.
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Kylie Blake battles for the puck on a faceoff during this past Sunday’s Hitching
Post U11 C Girls St. Marys Rock game.

Eveline Haanstra carries the puck into the slot during the Bickell Built Homes U13
HL Girls St. Marys Rock game this past Sunday.

Attley Ehgoetz backhands a shot in tight during the Social Thirty-One U11 A Boys
St. Marys Rock game.

Nate Hern carries the puck into the corner during this past Monday’s St. Marys
Fire Department U13 A Boys St. Marys Rock game. (Photos by Spencer Seymour)
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retirement living

FULLY FURNISHED For more info about this promo,
1-BEDROOM SUITE call Lisaat 519-771-4973

¢ brightwaterseniorliving.com
® 511 Finkle St. Woodstock, Ontario
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NEW CARS IN STOCK AND ARRIVING DAILY
AT STRATFORD HYUNDAI!

2024 VENUE 2024 ELANTRA 2024 KONA

2024 SANTA FE 2024 PALISADE

Brand new cars starting in the low $20k’s and
BETTER THAN BANK FINANCE RATES!

CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED

2018 MERCEDES BENZ CLA

,,’- $5,000 N
15/ GOVERNMENT
REBATE

$1,000 off
PURCHASE

Preferred AWD Long Range w-Ultimate Pkg Preferred AWD Long Range w-Ultimate Pkg 4WD, leather, alloys, CarPlay, sunroof, tow pkg Tech AWD, Leather, Sunroof, Nav, HUD 4MAfIC td St, Rain Sensing Wipers,
. . BT
9 kms Available Now at MSRP | | g s Available Now at MSRP | |19 872 kms $61,459 | |46,371 kms $34,998 | |46,371 kms $25,599

Auto, Bluetooth, cruise, alloys, CarPlay, fuel AWD, 3.5L, Heat Seats, Rear Cam, Leather Auto, Bluetooth, cruise, CaPy,fueIsavr! 4WD SuperCrew, CarPlay, Adv Safety, Rear LT1, CarPlay, Heat Seat/Steer, Conv Pkg, WiFi
saver!

24,989 kms $24,989 | (73,496 kms $34,599 | 26,946 kms $23,398 g%n}z48 kms $45,598 | | 71,762 kms $45,998

640 Lorne Ave E, Stratford, ON, N5A 6S5

Sales: 855-929-2892 » Parts: 855-929-2921
Hours of operation

Mon - Thu 9am - 8pm | Fri - Sat 9am - 5pm | Sun Closed

www.stratfordhyundai.com
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Spagnolo named December
Player of the Month

presented Player of the Month honours for the month of December to forward
Luca Spagnolo. Pictured is team mascot Linc the Linx and Lincolns’ Director Ja-
mie McFadden presenting the award to Spagnolo. The native of Milton, Ontario
had points in each of the Lincolns’ six games in December, a hot streak that in-
cluded five goals and nine points. (Photo by McGinny Photography)
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LUCKHaRDT

LANDWODOR K S

* Landscape
Design & Build

* Excavation
* Trucking
 Septic Installation

CALL US FOR YOUR DEMOLITION, BULLDOZING
& CONCRETE BREAKING NEEDS

Bryn Luckhardt, N.P.D
519-272-3408 * bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com
www.luckhardtlandworks.com
ST. MARYS, ONTARIO

Baseball Hall of Fame
welcomes Earle to staff

e —— _ e I
Lindsay Earle has joined the staff of the Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame and Mu-
seum (CBHOFM) as the new Care of Collections and Public Engagement Supervi-
sor. She has an undergraduate degree in English and Classical History from Brock
University and a post-graduate degree from Fleming College in Cultural Heritage
Conservation and Management. Earle’s museum career began as a costumed in-
terpretive guide, first at Fort George National Historic Site in the summer of 2014,
and later at Sainte-Marie among the Hurons from 2015 to 2020. From 2020 to 2023,
Earle worked as the History Programming Coordinator at the Orillia Museum of Art
and History. Earle was raised with a love of baseball and has been playing softball
every summer since she was eleven years old. Being able to combine her love of
both history and baseball is a dream come true. (Contributed photo)
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KEEP EVERYONE HAPPY WITH OUR
IDE VARIETY OF BIRD SEED. FEEDERS
AND SUET!
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480 QUEEN STWEST 519-284-2360
MON-FRI: 8BAM-5PM SAT: 8AM-NOON

Where in the wor
would you like to go?

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332
agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939 consultants today'
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com . I
TICO #50025796 g

www.stonetowntravel.com
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PROPERTY INFORMATION

VENDOR: foyee Mcl.eod

MUNICIPAL ADDRESS: 3315 Line 20, Sirarford, Ontano

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Part of Lot 4, Concession 9, Downie Gore as in R383299: Sybject 1o DOW 4783,
RE2274, Municipality of Perth South (PIN: 53274-0013 LT), Stratford, Ontario

ACREAGE: 90 w4al acres, 7 workable acres, more or less

There is a 48'x96° driving shed in good condinon also located on the property. This farm is systemically tiled and has
two field entrances from the road.

FURTHER INFORMATION:

A tender package containing further information and mstroctons on how to make a biud can be obtained by contacting Andrew
Phillips ar phillipsia seratfordinwyers com or $19-271-6TT0 ext, 2226,

VIEWIN

Intercsted partics may contact Linda Kelly at 519-301-7404 1o arrange a viewing of the Propenty, Please provide 48 hoars’
mtice for all viewings,

PROPERTY INFORMATION

VENDOR: Jovee Meleod

TION ERTY': Property is on Perth Line 20 immediately to the West of 911 23628, across the
road from 911 #3643

MUNICIPAL ADDRESS: Mo Municipal 91 | number is assigned,

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: West 'z of Lot 11, Concession 8, Downie Gore, Municipality of Perth South (PIN: 53270-
0016 L.T), 5t Pauls, Ontario

ACREAGE: 545 1al acres, 52 workable acres more or less

Approximately 29 acres of this farm is systematically and randomly tiled and there is one field entrance from the road

hd W uH

A wender package containing funher information and instructions on how 1o make 3 bad can be obtamed by contacting Andrew
Phillips at phillipsiesratfordlvwyers com or S19-2T1-6770 ex1. 2326,
VIEWING OF PROPERTY

Imterested pantics may contact Linda Kelly at 519-301-T49%4 (o arrange a viewing of the Property. Please provide 48 hours'
martnee For all viewings,

HELP DEFINE THE FUTURE
OF PERTH SOUTH!

Perth South is updating its Strategic Plan and wants
to hear from you! Complete the online survey to help
define the future of your community.

Participate On- Line:
www.getinvolvedperthsouth.ca
Register and complete surveys.

e e ——
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SALES & LEASING CONSULTANT

We are currently looking for a Full-Time Sales and Leasing Consultants to join our growing team.

Perfect candidate should have the following qualifications (but not limited to):

« Previous experience in the automotive industry is ideal but not necessary. Sales Background is
an Asset.

* Excellent interpersonal and communication skills with a passion for customer service.

« Strong negotiation and closing abilities with a goal-oriented mindset.

* Proficiency in using CRM software and other sales tools is an asset.

« Valid driver’s license and clean driving record, OMVIC license (or ability to attain).

Benefits include:

¢ Medical, Dental, Vision
* Paid on-the-Job Training
* Paid Vacation

* All Major Holidays Off.
* NO Sundays
¢ Fun Work Atmosphere & Culture

To APPLY email praveend@stratfordnissan.com (OR) Call 519-273-3119 (OR) better yet STOP
INIIY

VR

NISSAN

g
@fﬁlﬁ\d NISSAN

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON
519.273.3119

www.stratfordnissan.com
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Grant Haven gets back into Farms

By Stewart Grant

Last week, Grant Haven Media got back to its
roots in completing a transaction that brought
two farm publications into the fold.

Effective Jan. 2, 2024, we acquired Norfolk Farms
and Brant Farms, two newspapers that were
founded by David Douglas of Waterford, Ontar-
io. Mr. Douglas will remain with the newspapers
for the next year as he plans for retirement and
brings with him considerable knowledge and
expertise that our team plans to soak up in the
months ahead.

With the Norfolk and Brant publications, which
are published quarterly and semi-annually re-
spectively, we now have the beginning of a “farm
division” within Grant Haven which I anticipate
will grow and ultimately result in improved farm
coverage locally here in the St. Marys area.

One of the initiatives that we are considering is
a special Farm section of the St. Marys Indepen-
dent which would come out in March. Within this
section, we'd like to focus on local stories of in-
terest, including family farm features and trends

and innovations within the agriculture sector
here in Perth County. If you have ideas or nom-
inations for interesting content in this edition,

please reach out to me at stew@granthaven.com
or call our office at 519-284-0041.

As I alluded to above, farming is where the name
“Grant Haven” originated. Ironically, it was 81
years ago to the day, on Jan. 2, 1943, that my
grandparents, Earl and Margaret Grant, bought
their own farm near the Trafalgar Bridge in Ful-
larton Township. My grandfather told me that it
was by good fortune that they had met a man by
the name of Billy Nairn who agreed to give them
a private mortgage ($5,000 for the farm at 4 per
cent interest) to allow them to buy the property
that would become Grant Haven Farms.

My parents, Murray and June Grant, succeed-
ed them as second-generation owners of Grant
Haven Farms, which was honoured as a Master
Breeder by Holstein Canada in the early 1990’s.

While I didn’t have the skillset or desire to con-
tinue the family tradition of farming, it does give
me some pride and enthusiasm to see that Grant
Haven will again have an association with the
farming community.

5089 FARMS BN FARMS

2023 Kia TeIIurlde

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

Available for Immediate delivery

ales, Service & Parts

20247 Kia Seltos

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD

Strqtf®rd
Kia

519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew

www.stratfordkia.com
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Rock the Rink on Friday
night at the PRC

Join the St. Marys Lincolns on Friday, January 12 for Rock the Rink at the PRC.
This is a celebration of all things Hockey in the Stonetown. Laying a strong foun-
dation for OWHA hockey in St. Marys were the Dixies. Pictured here at their sum-
mer reunion, you might just find some of them in the Blue Line Club Friday Night!

NOTICE OF STUDY COMMENCEMENT

—
Thorndale Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion o9
Schedule C Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Study '{W CEW
e —

THE STUDY

The Municipality of Thames Centre
(Municipality) has retained Stantec
Consulting Ltd, to complete a Municipal
Class Environmental Assessment (EA) o
identify options for expansion of the
Thomdale Wastewater Treatment Plant
(WWTP), located at 1135 Ideal Drive. |
The study area for the WWTP is shown |
on the key map [

The Thorndale WWTP provides
municipal wastewater treatment fo
Thorndale. Expansion alternatives will be
developed o address current needs and
consider anticipated community growth,

STUDY AREA

= ( H\"mmém:imm
| / THEATMENT PLANT

THE PROCESS

The project will be underaken in

accordance with the Municipal Engineers

Asszociation (MEA) Municipal Class EA& R——
documeant (as amended in 2007, 2011, . —_— )
2015 and 2023) and will address the S
requirements of a Schedula 'C' EA.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Details regarding opportunities for engagement as the study progresses, including Public Information
Centras (PICs), will be advertised in a local newspaper and on the municipal website:
www thamescentre on.caThorndaleWWTPExpansion.  Upon  completion of the stludy, an
Environmental Study Report (ESR) will be prepared and placed on the public record for a minimum 30-
day review period.

If you wish to provide comments, have your name added to the study mailing list, or if you have
questicns about this project, please contact one of the Project Team members listed below.

Jarrod Craven

Director of Public Works

Municipality of Thames Centre

4305 Hamilton Road

Dorchester, ON NOL 1G3

Phone: 519-268-7334 ext. 245
Email: Jeraven@thamescentre.on.ca

Jeff Paul P.Eng.

Project Manager

Stantec Consulting Ltd.
400-1305 Riverbend Road
London, ON NEK 0J5
Phone: 519-675-6604

Email: Jeff. Paulf@stantec.com

I youl hawe any accessibility requarements in order 1o parlicipate in this project, please contacl one of the Progect Team members Bsted
above. Comments and information are beng collacted 1o 551 with meeting the requirements of the Ontario Envirenmenial Assessmeand
Act. Infarmalion collected will be wted in accordance with the Municipal Freadom of Information and Prolechion of Privacy Acl and Access
Io Information Act, With the excepticn of personal information, all comments will become par of the public record

Dear Arborist,

My tree is bleeding, see picture.
I have a large Maple tree, and
the tree is bleeding black stuff

big branches what should I do?
Majorly concerned here.

Dear Majorly Concerned,

Your Maple tree has co-
dominate stems, or leaders.
When they are younger, it
appears as if they are growing
together, however they are
actually competing. As they
grow larger in diameter, the
competing leaders push against
each other. Eventually, the
weaker of the leaders will fail

from a giant crack between both

and fall over. Since there is a
space, or a crack, water and
other debris are entering this
area; this will eventually cause
rot.

Don't give up hope. Thankfully,
there are options. For example,
you can normally cable or bolt
the tree extending the life for
many years.

Sincerely
The Arborist

Joel Hackett is a certified
Arborist residing in the St.
Marys area. Currently, he
spends most of the year running
Joel’s Tree Service. For contact
call 519 272 5742 or email
Jjtsquote@gmail.com

Call Joseph Marcaccio

Email: jmarcaccio55 @ gmail.com

Buying or selling your

10me, cottage or land?

Sales Representative

519-T03-4346

'S

When social
media blocks your

access to the
news, turn to your
local newspaper.
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HISTO RIC ST M ARYS The Eaton’s Catalogue

By Mary Smith

In 1967, Canada’s centennial year was celebrated
enthusiastically with patriotic events taking place
in communities across the country. Canada’s larg-
est department store chain, Eaton’s, recognized the
significance of this history. The company considered
its founding date to be 1869 when the first Eaton’s
store opened in Toronto. This was just two years af-
ter Confederation and so Eaton’s had almost a cen-
tury of shared history with the nation. This week’s
picture shows the front cover of the 1967 Eaton’s
Spring and Summer catalogue from the St. Marys
Museum’s catalogue collection. Two little girls in
their best outfits — hats, gloves, smocked dresses
and shiny patent leather shoes — straddle a land-
scape. Strange toy cars on a cinder path are at their
feet, all travelling in the same direction. More im-
pressively, Canada’s parliament buildings form the
background. The Centennial symbol, a stylized ma-
ple leaf, is visible at the lower left of the page. The
cover was meant to reinforce the catalogue’s image.
Distributed for decades from coast to coast, it was a
Canadian icon, even a medium of national unity.

Merchants have prepared various kinds of cat-
alogues for centuries. After the invention of the
printing press, it was possible to print up pamphlets
to distribute, listing goods for sale. Seed catalogues
were early examples. Perhaps the first was produced
by an English gardener, William Lucas, in the late
17th century. He listed the seeds and roots he of-
fered to his customers, including “sallad seeds, pot-
herb seeds, sweet herb seeds, sorts of pease, beans,
&c., seeds to improve the land, flower roots and sorts
of choice trees and plants.” Seed catalogues are still
important to serious gardeners today.

Catalogue enthusiasts in the United States consid-
er August 18 a date of significance. On that day in
1872, Montgomery Ward & Co. published the first
American mail-order catalogue meant for the gen-
eral public. This Chicago-based company offered:
“Dry Goods, Clothing, Hats, Caps, Boots, Shoes, Etc.,
Etc. at the Lowest Wholesale Prices.” By the early
1900s, it had three million customers on its mailing
list. Some of these subscribers were undoubtedly
Canadians but by then in this country, we had our
own mail-order catalogues. As early as 1882, Sam-
uel Carsley, who had a dry goods store on Rue No-
tre-Dame in Montréal, issued a mail-order catalogue
and by the mid 1890s, the company was processing
“hundreds of orders daily in our immense mail-or-
der department.”

The catalogue that made the biggest impact was in-
troduced by T. Eaton Co. in 1884. It was a 32-page
booklet, distributed to visitors at the Toronto Exhi-
bition (forerunner of the CNE.) Instructions about
how to place orders were given on back cover: “All
correspondence should bear the date of writing, also
town, post office, county” Goods ordered might be
out of stock and so “it is advisable to make a second
choice...Remittance can be made by post office mon-
ey order, registered letter or express money order.”
According to the Eaton policy, “We will cheerfully
exchange any goods that are not as represented.”
Timothy Eaton had a vision for his mail-order cata-
logue:“This catalogue is destined to go wherever the
maple leaf grows, throughout the vast Dominion. We
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The cover of Eaton’s Spring and Summer Catalogue
in 1967 — Canada’s Centennial year.

have the facilities for filling mail orders satisfactori-
ly, no matter how far the letter has to come and the
goods have to go.”

The Eaton corporate empire continued to expand,
also according to Timothy Eaton’s vision. The size
of the retail space increased until it covered more
than 20 acres of downtown Toronto real estate. Ea-
ton’s began to build factories to manufacture its
own goods to sell in its store and to list in its cat-
alogue. This included men’s and women’s clothing,
furniture, jewelry, paints, pharmaceutical products
and leather goods. In 1898, the cover of its Fall and
Winter catalogue announced in large print that it
was “Canada’s Greatest Store!” By 1905, Eaton’s had
opened another department store in Winnipeg and
was developing specialized catalogues for the west-
ern market, targeting farm families in isolated areas.
Even people who never got to a city for shopping
had access to the latest fashions and innovations
in various consumer goods. Perhaps they couldn't
afford the more costly items but they could still
browse through the catalogues in their own homes
and imagine owning them.

This might have been particularly true about the
Christmas catalogues where children’s books, toys
and games were given special emphasis. A number
of toys advertised in early Eaton’s catalogues are in
the St. Marys Museum’s collection. These include a
couple of rocking horses, doll buggies, card games,
and several Eaton Beauty dolls. These special dolls
were first offered in 1900, ranging in price from $1.00
for a small doll with a bisque head and a kid leather
body to as much as $10 for elaborately dressed, larg-
er dolls — a significant cost at that time. Each year,

the dolls would evolve in some way. By 1908, com-
position bodies with fully-jointed arms and legs had
replaced the original cloth or kid leather. The doll’'s
costumes also changed with the fashions. Sometimes
they were sold wearing just shoes and stockings and
a slip; various outfits to dress them were hand-made
or sold separately. The Eaton exhibit currently at the
Museum has a 1935 Eaton Beauty doll on display
with the description from that year’s catalogue: “A
lovely big doll (18 inches tall) with thick lashes and
long curls tied with a bow. And such a pretty face!”

Timothy Eaton died in January 1907 in his 73rd year.
His son, John Craig Eaton, succeeded him and con-
tinued to expand the business in western Canada,
following up on the success of the Winnipeg store.
He set up catalogue distribution centres in Winni-
peg, Saskatoon and Regina and also in Moncton to
serve eastern Canada. By the 1920s, the original 32-
page booklet had grown to a 500-page door-stopper.
It sold everything from the smallest household items,
such as pins and thimbles, to kits of lumber and oth-
er necessary materials to build actual houses and
barns. The company began to publish French-lan-
guage editions of their catalogues in 1927. At its
peak, as well as its giant department stores in To-
ronto and Winnipeg, Eaton’s had stores in cities in
every province across the country. There were also
Eaton’s order offices in many smaller communities
where goods in the catalogues could be ordered,
picked up and, if not satisfactory, returned to the
warehouse.

But by the time of the patriotic 1967 cover, Eaton's
mail-order empire was already under threat. The
Robert Simpson Company, with its main store right
next to Eaton’s on Yonge Street in Toronto, had al-
ways been a formidable retail competitor although
Simpson’s had never been able to keep up with Ea-
ton’s catalogue sales. However, in 1953, Sears Roe-
buck purchased the mail-order division of Simp-
son’s. Individual Simpson’s stores remained open in
five cities: Toronto, London, Montreal, Halifax, and
Regina. The mail-order operation was established
as a completely separate company. It began to issue
catalogues under the name Simpson-Sears, out-pac-
ing Eaton’s. By the 1970s, the Eaton’s catalogue was
losing so much money that in 1976, it was perma-
nently cancelled.

Eaton’s management seemed to lose its way after
closing its catalogue division. The company floun-
dered, in spite of trying various re-branding ini-
tiatives, and declared bankruptcy in 1999. Simp-
son-Sears eventually became Sears Canada and that
mail-order business continued until 2017 when the
company closed all its Canadian stores and the days
of the great “everything-you-want-and-need” cata-
logues were over.

The internet is a great source of information about
catalogues and the history of mail-order shopping.
By far the best site for the story of Canadian cat-
alogues is “Before E-commerce,” a Virtual Muse-
um exhibit produced by the Canadian Museum of
Civilization and the City of Toronto’s Museum and
Heritage Services. The site links to the Library and
Archives Canada website and their searchable col-
lection of catalogues dating from the 1880s to the
1970s.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM
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By Nancy Abra

Last month the Canadian federal gov-
ernment announced the Canadian Den-
tal Care Plan (CDCP) to help ease fi-
nancial barriers to accessing oral health
care for nearly nine million Canadian
residents with annual adjusted family
income of less than $90,000. The CDCP
is not to be a replacement for existing
dental benefits offered through employ-
er, pension sponsored or private plans.
It is, however, to fill the existing gap in
coverage to Canadians who don’t have
access to any dental insurance.

According to Health Canada, oral health
is essential to overall health, but it can
be expensive. A third of people living
in Canada do not have dental insurance
and in 2022, one in four Canadians re-
ported avoiding visiting a dentist be-

cause of the cost. Poor oral health can
lead to respiratory disease, diabetes
complications, cardiovascular disease,
stroke, cancer, pregnancy complications,
life-threatening infections, and great-
er mortality from all causes. It can also
lead to related mental health issues, re-
ductions in quality of life and in extreme
cases, employment challenges, social
shame and nutritional issues.

Applications for CDCP opened last
month starting with eligible seniors
aged 87 and older, then for the 77 to 86
age group this month, and to other se-
nior age groups in the next few months.
Children under the age of 18 will qual-
ify in June with the remaining eligible
Canadian residents starting in 2025 pro-
viding they meet the necessary require-
ments. Families with children under the

RUN YOUR THORNDALE
BASED AD HERE!

Affordable advertising prices to meet every budget!

CONTACT US AT THORNDALEONTARIONEWS@GMAIL.COM

Local Dentist comments on new Federal Dental Plan

age of 12 years may already be eligible.

“Obviously I feel oral health is an im-
portant component in overall health,”
said Dr. Nicholas Massé of the Thorn-
dale Dental Central. “It's well document-
ed where maintaining good oral health
is important in managing certain diseas-
es, including heart disease and diabetes.
Therefore, a universal dental program
that is implemented appropriately could
promote early detection and treat oral
manifestations earlier, regardless of in-
come, age or where you live.

“Prevention, early detection and ongo-
ing monitoring is always the best and
most economical way to promote com-
plete health and treat health conditions.
However, there may be some concerns
about the long-term survivability of the
program financially. Hopefully the new

dental program does not take funding
away from other important services or
increase taxes just to pay for it. But I am
cautiously optimistic.”

The Canadian Dental Care Plan (CDCP)
will be funded by the Government of
Canada’s investment of $13 million over
five years, starting in 2023-2024 and
$4.4 billion ongoing. The CDCP will be
administered by Health Canada, in col-
laboration with Employment and Social
Development Canada, through Service
Canada and Sun Life. Oral health pro-
viders will enrol as a participating CDCP
provider with Sun Life.

As oral health professionals play a vital
role in the CDCP, it will also allow more
Canadians to receive oral health care
they need for their overall wellbeing.

Feeding those beyond our borders

By Nancy Abra

The Good Neighbour Project is a proj-
ect of area churches and farmers that
reaches far beyond our local commu-
nity, county, province and the borders
of Canada. This local project is part of
a coalition of Canadian churches and
church-based agencies that make up
the Canadian Foodgrain Bank, working
together to help end global hunger.

The Canadian Foodgrain Bank was es-
tablished in 1983 and is a charitable
organization that facilitates the collec-
tion and distribution of cash, grain and
other agricultural commodities to re-
spond to global hunger. It is involved in
developing countries with emergency
food assistance in areas where there is
a hunger crisis, caused by continuing
conflict; in countries that have suffered
natural disasters such as devastating
floods, enduring droughts or other en-
vironmental catastrophes. They are also
involved in long-term projects in cer-

A Christian

Response To
Hunger

Pictured are members of the Good Neighbour Project 2023. From left are Joan Stubgen,
John Elliott, Bob Duffin, George Wonnacott, Ken Fraser, Roger McKay, Geoff Stubgen,
Howard Bradley and Ruth Bradley. Missing are members Matt Langford, June Urquhart,
Clarence Tate, Doug Hill, Wilf Kemp, Glenn Baskerville, Linda Reynolds and Pat Jones.

tain developing countries to assist in
sustainable farm methods, employment
opportunities and improving food and
nutrition through agricultural projects.

To learn more, visit foodgrainsbank.ca.

The Good Neighbour Project began in
1994, involving a few area farmers to-

gether with area churches. Over the
years, they have planted wheat, corn,
and soya beans. In 2023, 35 acres of
corn was grown at the corner of Wy-
ton and Heritage Roads, southeast of
Thorndale. Due to weather conditions,
it wasn’t harvested until Dec 16th, but
the committee was very pleased with

the yield of 186.45 dry bushels per
acre. This crop was sold and expenses
were shared with the property owner.
The churches involved with the Good
Neighbour Project are Thorndale Unit-
ed, Brown’s United, Riverside United
Church in London, Trinity Lutheran in
London, Dorchester United, North Nis-
souri Women’s Group and the South
Nissouri Presbyterian Church.

Besides the revenue of the 2023 corn
crop, churches and individual donations
to the Good Neighbour Project, along
with the profits of the BBQ held last
August, the committee raised $19,000
which has been sent to the Canadian
Foodgrains Bank head office in Winni-
peg, Manitoba. This money, as all mon-
ies donated to the Canadian Foodgrains
Bank, will be matched by the Canadian
Federal Government at a four-to-one
ratio for food assistance in developing
countries, which tallies to approximate-
ly $25 million each year.

New Kids on the Block

By Nancy Abra

As change is sometimes inevitable, the
legacy of a building and its purpose can
continue to live on with the next gen-
eration.

For more than 120 years, the Thorndale
Hardware store has been the corner-
stone of the business section in Thorn-
dale. Thomas Hogg opened a hardware
store in the blacksmith shop on the
south side of King Street, Thorndale by
Wye Creek in 1900. Two generations of
that family ran the hardware store until

his son, Douglas sold it to Vern and June
Rogers in 1972, which became the Rog-
ers Pro Hardware. The Rogers owned
and ran the store until they sold it to
Bill and Teresa McDonald of the Thorn-
dale area in 1985, who renamed it to
Thorndale Pro Hardware.

In November 1987, the McDonalds sold
the hardware store to Don and Karen
Bentum. Over the years, the Bentums
were Pro Hardware franchise dealers
and then switched to being an Ace deal-
er. Years later they became an indepen-

dent hardware store, carrying paint and
a wide variety of hardware, household,
and seasonal products from the Orgill
Canada warehouse in London.

Last fall the Bentums were looking to
retire and to sell after 36 years. Their
hope was that the new owners of
Thorndale Hardware would value the
local community and continue to serve
and be actively involved. They are very
pleased that their hopes for this hard-
ware store will now continue with the
‘new kids on the block’.

Carly Woods, Emily Woods and Con-
ner Darville started 2024 as the new
owners of the Thorndale Hardware
Store. “Growing up in the community
of Thorndale”, Carly Woods said, “I am
excited to remain here and get more in-
volved in this wonderful community."

"We are excited to be here” Conner Dar-
ville added, “and will continue to be an
independent hardware store. I look for-
ward to meeting more people as we con-
tinue to serve the area and this growing
community with its wants and needs.”
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HOSTING

By V] Knutson

The images of war haunt me. In a recent visit with
a Ukrainian woman, she showed me a video her
husband had just taken that day. In the video, the
family’s apartment building is lit up from the re-
lentless bombing. Cluster bombs, she explains.
The building next door is annihilated. The chil-
dren’s school, gone.

This woman is here temporarily, helping her
daughter and new granddaughter. She will return
this week.

“Is it safe?” I ask, already knowing the answer.

“No!” The pain in her eyes pierces me. “My hus-
band, son and daughter are there. My work...”

I put myself in her shoes. If she leaves, she will
have to leave the men behind. She will have to
abandon her career. For this woman, there is no
choice but to remain. And yet, the tiny baby she
holds is her first granddaughter. She does not wish
for this precious bundle to be exposed to war. Her
decision to return means mom and baby are alone
in Canada.

Trauma transference is often experienced by
those in helping careers. Being consistently ex-
posed to and involved in the lives of those effect-
ed by trauma can affect the caregiver, and hosts
are no exception. In the past week or so, Putin has
exacerbated the bombing in Ukraine. There is no
sign of reprieve for those living in such conditions.

As we open our homes and hearts to others, we
also need to look after ourselves. My friend, Viki

Trauma Transference and Compassion Fatigue

Scott, is professionally trained to helped first re-
sponders and others look for the signs of trauma
transference and compassion fatigue. She has
been a godsend for many of us. Viki and I are
working on a date for a free seminar for hosts and
volunteers feeling the stress. I will post informa-
tion about the Zoom meeting as soon as a date is
secured. I will definitely be there.

The call to help these two women and baby was
not the only one recently. There is also a man liv-
ing at the airport in Toronto. Scammed out of his
money twice, he is alone and afraid. In his own

words “at ground zero.” I stay in touch, but cannot
force anything. He is understandably frozen by his
fear.

A woman with two children, 15 and 13, has also
decided to come to Canada. They arrive January
12th. She will require a host for two months, while
she adjusts to our lifestyle and finds work. Her
sister and children are already here.

Like many volunteers, doing similar work, I feel
the impact of the Government’s decision to end
the CUAET program as of March 31, 2024. Ukrai-
nians are being forced to make difficult choices.

Those who arrive in the next few months will have
been exposed to much more hardship than those
who fled early.

As my friend and mentor, Gwen Ament, advises,
we cannot save the world. I do what I can, and try
to acknowledge and accept that it is enough. A
work in progress, for sure.

I should mention that the young mom and baby
are hosted. I know our community will do all they
can to support them. The man at the airport is hes-
itant to leave Toronto, even though it has proven
to be inhospitable. I am keeping in touch.

If you are able to host the mom and two teens, or
any others, please write to me. By all accounts, the
mom, Marina, is energetic and ready to start her
new life.

Thanks for reading. Until next time.

(Reach me at english.knutson@gmail.com)

Andrew L. Hodges
Funeral Home Ltd.

Offering personal and affordable funeral options,
including burial, cremation and donation to science.

Price list and preplanning information always
available on our website or contact us
to meet in person to discuss your wishes.

47 Wellington Street South, St. Marys
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca
519-284-2820

Serving St. Marys and area since 2003

SHERWIN
L A LAWYER

Start the New Year
off right

Review your Will and

Powers of Attorney
We can help

Call for an appointment
519-284-0898 - info@sherwinlaw.ca

Tmun Human Resources Services in
\!__j Oxford County & Southern Ontario
l L.\ .

One Team. One Goal.
Start saving time and reducing costs today with an experienced, rellable snd
knowledgeable Heman Resources advisor at your side.

TarvlorHiR ks meady o help vou support your senplovees, yoir HIR beam, and your business in
toctay's rapkdly changing work evvironment. Bev's 20 vears of successiul HR management for
small o mid-slze companies, her sbrong beam- bulldieg skills, and collaboralive approach will pei
e oty done right

TaylorHR is your pariner in better people management

Peachacee rivk aned tosily errors. in the: Prowen TaylortiR recrultmant and
ﬂ L foor e et egilai @I Peaxeiet sl el curmend praprans.
HR/Ealrty pmgram sudits Curwns desipn employes proprams.
L) i & Cote :
15 Rebumt e work progre=
Tadon’T wenk io fust be o contractor thot ticks off ihe boxes. | suppont
o ok viifememuagement on geiting dosks done. work through

problems, and prow progeoms bn their prgandoation. bkl
ngkiticrhign wfth ol Deam memibery i integroly orrsel] in
orpariiplon ai much o Mandgamend wenki e lo”

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT

CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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C] Bear travels to South Amerlca

CJ Bear has left St. Marys and has embarked on an exciting South American tour W|th John and Marie Stevens. When the Teddy Bear Picnic mascot isn't getting ready
for the reunion, CJ loves to travel and check out the world. Above left, CJ patiently waits to board the plane. Above right, he poses with John and Marie in front of the
Christ the Redeemer statue that overlooks Rio. (Contrlbuted photos)

o

.~ JANUARY BLOW OUT SALE

2019 FordEcoSporE 2020 Ford Explorer XLT 2021 Ford Edge SEL
] - ~ 3 e ;- ] I F _

2022 Honda P|Iot Sport

Front-Wheel Dnve All-Wheel Drive

$32 995+stnc All- Wheel Drlve $23 995+stnc $36 995+HST&Ilc All-Wheel Drive $36 995+stnc $46 995+stnc All-Wheel Drive
LOW K LOW K LOW K LOW K LOW K
53,627 km 8,557 km 57,544 km 12,546 km 41,501 km

2022 Missan Rogue Sy 2020 Chevrolet Blazer True North |/2019 Lexus UX 250h 2023 Kia T'“"desx

All-Wheel Drive

$59,995+HST&H0
LOW KMS
8,620 km

2021 Jeep Compass Trarlhawk

$30,995 +HST & lic
LOW KMS
58,013 km

2021 Kia Forte EX+
| | . = 5] . L

i - - $37 995+HST&|IC All-Wheel Drive $36 995+HST&“C All-Wheel Drive
mmmm— | LOW KMS LOw KMS
526,095 .. Fiiu? 11,944 km 22.869 km .

49,002 km 31,277 km
2022 K|a Forte EX ) 2023 Chevrolet Malrhu 2LT

All-Wheel Drive

il .-r:_')- - |
Front-Wheel Drive

Front-Wheel Drive

$27 995 +HST & lic

$36,995+HST&HC
LOW KM LOW KMS
15,251 km 210 km

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD
LAY = 519.508,5753

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00

General Manager: Bobin Mathew
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00 www.stratfordkia.com

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and condmons may apply.
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Riddles

It belongs to you,
but your friends

What is easier to
get into than out

use it more. What of?
[ sin
Is 1t Trouble
Your name

Remove my skin
I am so simple that and I won't cry, but

I can only point, you might!
yet I guide people A .
all over the world. T onion
C What can fill a
0mpass room but doesn’t
What can you take up space?
catch but not .
throw? Light
What has many
A cold keys but can’t
What begins with open a single lock?
T ends with T and .
has T in it? A piano
A teapot What is always in

front of you but
can’'t be seen?

The future

What has thirteen
hearts, but no
other organs?

A deck of cards
e 6 6 6 o o o o o o

Presents

JRiddle Kid

OF THE WEEK

-. %7
Murphy McCarthy (5)

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that
appears in the paper gets a FREE
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

ESTERN NHL TEAM

- Word Search - -~
H G N 5 Y Q 7Z Q@ F G C VvV U Cc s
o CcC M E O G E J L R N F M A
C G Z U E B E E H F N H X
A°B Q@ L F U R WV Q P L W Q
G O T B L A C K H A W K S H E
Q Y ER C OY OTUE S Y M D Z
Y § G J K C F P Z H C C A L E
C B OWHWF S8 Z | D T J T L
vV R L X U VvV T J § 0 | S F S
| L DM R A D O § L C A K T
G U E R L H | S W O K D R C
V O N | G P L S C | E K W G
E D KWAUPTE J E D KR A K
G F N Y DT R K T M M F L |
J W o1 L | F s U D A S C H
B 5 G L M G K J A A L A N
P H X L | C H C O Q F 7T
M A T M N D T U G R M P Z G S
L U s K B O D B J G G J 5
L E A P HV A Q E E E N K U P

Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys
Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231

Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca
Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

SPONSORED BY:

s x J v v Word List
w L B Y T
Avalanche
Z P O U A
R H Y Z Q Jets
HZ S TA Stars
J I N P D Predators
K I N G § Coyotes
N M N L B Blues
H E L T § Wild
K MV R G
Golden Knights
w R A O H
Blackhawks

U N A Y D
ENWH R Canucks
O U AD S Kings
AN R C F Flames
C HETWU Kraken
U NPT S Oilers
B v I G A

Ducks
D F C O Y

Sharks
Uu T P N

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS

EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEK

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

Our Pet of the Week is Ziggy, a 13 year old
cat owned by Galen Simmons, our regional
editor. Ziggy likes to sing for her breakfast
in the mornings before anyone in the
house is awake and she's always ready for
cuddles, even when Galen is working.

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is
pleased to be the sponsor of the

PET OF THE WEEK

PLEASE BE MINDFUL OF
THIS PRODUCT!

XYLITOL - has been renamed Birch
Sugar or wood sugar. It can be harmful
to your pet. XYLITOL can be found
in peanut butter, gum, baked goods,
mouthwash and toothpaste

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com
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O H TH E P L AC E S WE LL G O Escaping over-tourism on the island of Carriacou

By Paul Knowles

If you read news articles about
tourism, you will have noticed a
sharp contradiction inherent in
the coverage of this topic. First,
since the panic about Covid has
largely disappeared, travel is
back in a big way.

The lost years, when travel was
either impossible or less desir-
able, created a bucket list back-
log. Travellers are outbound in
large numbers.

But second, that reality has ex-
acerbated something that was
already a problem pre-pan-
demic: over-tourism.

One of my first encounters with
the issue was when my friends
at Parks Canada urged peo-
ple to stop visiting places like
the Grotto in Bruce Peninsula
National Park during the busy
season. There were just too

This Rastaman Vibration drink at the Paradise
Beach Club consists of rum, pineapple juice, or-

ange juice and grenadine.

many cars, too many people
and too much human activity to
be sustainable.

It's a universal problem. Just
last week the always-popular
European city, Venice, decided
to ban guided groups of more
than 25 people starting June
1. In Key West, the city has
reduced the number of large
cruise ships that can dock there
down to one from three a day.

All of this to say, I will write
from time to time about places
that would-be travellers should
consider visiting -- wonderful
destinations where over-tour-
ism is not an issue.

And that would include the
Caribbean island of Carriacou,
located in the south-eastern
reaches of the Caribbean, not
far north of South America.

You reach Carriacou by fly-
ing from Toronto (Pearson) to
Grenada and then catching a
22-seater for a short flight to
Grenada’s sister island, Carri-
acou.

Once there, you are in simple,
unspoiled, leisurely paradise.

Carriacou is part of the nation
of Grenada. Grenada was a Brit-
ish colony -- now independent
like Canada -- and a member of
the Commonwealth governed
by a parliament of elected MPs

with a governor general who
represents the British monarch.
Unlike Canada’s Parliament
with 338 MPs and 105 Senators,
Grenada’s Parliament includes
only 15 MPs and 13 Senators.
Carriacou elects one of those
15 members as its prime min-
ister, who represents the en-
tire population of this volcanic
island, a population that totals
just 7,000. The total area of the
island is 13 square miles.

But just because it is small in
size and population doesn’t
mean that Carriacou is not
open for tourism business. In
fact, tourism is the number
one economic driver on the is-
land along with agriculture and
fishing. Visitors will find there
are five small hotels as well as
guest houses in Carriacou, so
planning a multi-day visit is
easily accomplished.

And when you are there, what
will you do? First on my check-
list would be relaxing. This
place is laid back. If you want
nightlife, casino action or disco,
this is not for you.

But if you love ocean-front
dining, marine activities, snor-
keling or diving, youre going
to love Carriacou. The name
means land of reefs in the lan-
guage of the original inhabi-
tants, the Caribs, and that may
give you a h1nt of the quality of

Allison Caton owns and operates the Paradise

Beach Club on Carriacou.

A ; :
Sandy Island is an |deal Carriacou destlnatlon where tourists can
swim, snorkel and relax in relative solitude. (All photos by Paul
Knowles)

diving you will find here.

One unusual activity that you
might consider; we hired a driv-
er to give us a tour of the island.
We set out from the main town,
Hillsborough, and in the course
of two hours or so, I am pret-
ty sure we drove along every
street and back road on the is-
land, saw every building, every
scenic look-out and every goat.
Well, honestly, the latter is not
possible. There are a lot of goats
on the island -- and chickens.

Those goats come in handy
in a local ritual. There are
boat-builders on the island (you
will see their work in progress
on your tour) and when their
work is done and the boat is
about to be launched, a goat is
sacrificed on the craft.

I am not condoning animal
sacrifice (although I ate chick-
en for dinner last night), but I
share this as an example of how
non-touristy your experience
can be at this more out-of-the-
way destination. This is the op-
posite of an all-inclusive resort
with a heavily populated beach.

But there are indeed beautiful
beaches. You'll find them on
Carriacou and also on Sandy Is-
land, which is within reach via
a short boat ride, where you can
relax, swim, snorkel and expe-
rience a unique solitude that

you won't find anywhere on
the busier Caribbean islands.
For much of the afternoon, our
group of four was alone on the
small island.

Back on Carriacou, across the
bay from Sandy Island, is the
Paradise Beach Club owned
and operated by the genial Al-
lison Caton.

Allison, a native of Carriacou,
is like many of the folks I met
in Grenada - people who grew
up on the island, moved to Can-
ada or the US for a while, but
missed the laid-back, warm and
welcoming Caribbean lifestyle
and returned home.

She runs a great restaurant and
bar. I could not resist ordering
a lobster pizza and, to go with
it, a multi-coloured Rastaman
Vibration drink made from
rum, pineapple juice, orange
juice and grenadine. It looked
amazing and tasted like, “More,
please.”

In fact, that might sum up this
whole, tiny island experience; it
tastes like, “More, please.” You'll
want to go back.

Paul Knowles is an author and
travel writer, and President of
the Travel Media Association of
Canada. To contact Paul about
travel, his books, or speaking
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net.

Ty,

HEAD OFFICE:

150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | Tico #50010159 ‘.'*-

BRANCH OFFICE:

210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | TICO #5002579
St. Marys 519-284-2332 | New Hamburg 226-333-9939 -
www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com
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| James Patrick McCarthy, age
4 82, of St. Marys and former-
ly of Windsor, passed away
peacefully at the Stratford
General Hospital on January
01, 2024. Born in Windsor,
son of the late John and Helen
McCarthy.

Jim is survived by his wife
Wendy (Percy). Father of John — deceased, Joe (Di-
anne), Scott (Sara), James D. (Gillian). Grandfather
of Jacob, Noah, Kaiya, Gemma, Daphne. Brother of
Gerald — deceased (Edie), Peg and Fern Roy — de-
ceased, Patsy and Bob Lane — deceased, Eleanor
and Russ Renaud — deceased, Mary Sharples (Jim),
John McCarthy (Marina), Betty Whitehead (Bill). Also
survived by many nieces and nephews.

Jim was involved with Scouts Canada for over 40
years. He loved his dogs, Camping and the Toronto
Blue Jays.

Special thank you to Dr. Michael Peirce of Stratford
General Hospital and Bill and Elaine Lane, relatives
and special friends.

Cremation has taken place. Memorial donations
in Jim’s memory may be made to Diabetes Can-
ada. Arrangements entrusted to the W.G. Young
Funeral Home, 430 Huron Street, Stratford.
www.wgyoungfuneralhome.com

SUOKU  conereny

FERN PRIDHAM - Broker
519 274 2885
ternpridham@gmail.com
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Solutions on page 31

L

e Nancy Lou Alexandra Lofft

Died on December 21, 2023
at 86. Born June 3, 1937 to
- Marion Jean Pelton and Aus-
, tin Cayley Grose of St. Marys,
Ontario. Predeceased by
husband Dr. Tom Lofft (2017).
Beloved mother of Andrew
8 (Sandra Craig), Jennifer, and
Chris (Jackie Missaghi). Much loved Gugga to Bronw-
en, Meghan (Neil Taylor), Zoé, Alice, Blythe, Isabelle,
Robert, Declan, Mina and Roya. Sister to Paul Grose.
A graduate of Stratford Teachers College, Nancy
taught kindergarten before raising a family.

Lover of literature, live theatre, sewing and travel,

and a wonderful and highly skilled cook. Able to pull
together a prince’s costume or an elaborate dinner for
15 at a moment’s notice. Dedicated volunteer for The
Grange (AGO) and Mississauga Choral Society, and
co-author of the Ojibway Club’s “Cottage Cookbook”.
A lifelong learner who for many years took literature
courses part-time at U of T. Long time supporter of
the Stratford and Shaw festivals. A friend to many and
committed nighthawk who could reliably be called

at midnight and beyond in the sure knowledge she
would be wide awake.

Happiest when surrounded by grandchildren, reading/
discussing a book, or as hostess for family gatherings
in St. Marys and at the island cottage on Georgian
Bay.

Cremation has taken place. The family wishes to
thank the staff and caregivers at Christie Gardens in
Toronto, and especially Ruby. In lieu of flowers, please
consider a donation to the Christie Gardens Founda-
tion (christiegardensfoundation.org) or Stratford/Shaw
Festival.

Have you been affected by
someone else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU! Call for time and place.
1-800-706-9833 or App Available

Legion

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
PERTH REGIMENT VETERANS
BRANCH 236 ST MARYS

HOURS
TUE - THU 3PM - 777
FRI NOON TILL 777
SAT — NOON TILL CLOSING

HOT DOG / SAUSAGE FRIDAY
AT NOON
MEAT DRAW SAT AT 5 PM
20 CHANCES FOR MEAT PRIZES,
PLUS A 50/50 DRAW

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE HALL FOR RENT
66 CHURCH STREET NORTH,
ST MARYS 519 284-2267

After a full and eventful life,
Mary Elizabeth “Lorraine” Fee-
ney (Maloney) passed away
peacefully on January 3, 2024.

She married the love of her
life Leonard Francis Feeney
on September 17,1955. Dad
passed away on March 12,
1982 so she has rejoined him
again for one more dance and to live out their eternal
life together. She was born on the homestead near St
Columban on August 6, 1933, to proud parents Joseph
and Nora Maloney (Murray). Beloved mother of Don
(Leeanne), Gerry (Darlene), Dave (Kathy), Michael
(dec.) and fiancé Shelley Lewis, Brian (Brenda Lee)
and MaryLou Clarke (Mike). Grandma to Chris, Mark,
Katelynn, Greg, Gerren, Alissa, Chelsea, Rebecca,
Matt, Charlotte, Joseph, Brienna Lee, Ryan, and Jen-
ny. GG to seven great grandchildren and Aunt of many
nieces and nephews. She is survived by her sisters Ei-
leen Pryce and Jean Kelly and sisters-in-law Madelon
Maloney (Ken dec.), Laurene Maloney (Clarence dec.),
Mary Maloney (Leon dec.) She is also predeceased by
her brothers Martin and Leonard. On Dads side she

is survived by sisters in law Louise Maloney (Frank
dec.), Rosemarie Murray (Cyril dec.), Catherine Melady
(Theo dec.), Patsy English (Ken dec., Bob dec.) and
predeceased by brother-in-law and sister-in-law Bill
(Marie Hicknell) and Catherine Feeney.

Lorraine and Leonard met as youngsters and grew
closer together as a couple in high school. After high
school mom went on to nursing school to become an
RN and they were married after she graduated. When
her third child arrived, she went to part time nursing
and retired from nursing after her fifth child to become
a stay-at-home mom to raise their six children. Unfortu-
nately, she lost Dad after 26 years together.

Family was always first for her as she fiercely con-
tinued, supporting her children in their endeavors in
school, sports, marriage and all family occasions and
events. Her grandchildren and great grandchildren
gave her great joy. We proudly named her “Ma Feen”
and loved being “Ma Feen’s Clan” in our family sports
teams! She enjoyed gardening, knitting, crocheting,
watching the Blue Jays, garage sales and was a faith-
ful member of Holy Name of Mary Parish and a mem-
ber of the CWL since 1948.

We would like to give special thanks to Dr Schiedel and
to Mom’s care team at Wildwood Nursing home. A Fu-
neral Mass was celebrated at Holy Name of Mary Par-
ish on January 8, 2024. Interment in St. Marys Ceme-
tery. Memorial donations may be made to the Ontario
Heart & Stroke Foundation or to a charity of choice.
Online condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

B ST MARYS
dl D FNTISTRY

520 WATER ST, S. P.O. BOX 1650 | ST. MARYS, ON N4X 1B9 | 519-284-2660

Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later
appointment fimes three days per week.

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9 n
Ph: 519-284-2660 | www.stmarysdentalclinic.com
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Straight from the Shelves

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

Join us for a meeting of creative minds at our next
Living Library event: Men in Music. Wednesday,
January 17th at 7:00pm in the 2/3 Hall of the
PRC. Library CEO Sarah Andrews will moderate
a discussion with five music industry creatives:
Phil Dellio, Michael Holmes, Carl Wilson, David
MacPherson, and Scott Woods. Our panelists will
explore ideas, share experiences, and elaborate
on how their work has changed the industry
landscape as well as the literature that surrounds
it. Everyone is welcome to attend what is sure to
be an insightful and enjoyable evening. Light re-
freshments will be served. No registration is re-
quired.

This Week’s Recommendation

Listen to all the greatest hits of 2023 with Hoopla,
a digital resource available for free to all Library
patrons. Use your five monthly credits to borrow
amazing albums, including GUTS (Olivia Rodri-
go), For All the Dogs (Drake), Pink Friday 2 (Nic-
ki Minaj), Something to Give Each Other (Troye
Sivan), and so much more. Visit our website and
click on the Hoopla banner to get started. You can
also download the Hoopla app to your mobile de-
vice.

Up This Week
Friday, Jan. 12th: Crafty Tales (9:30am)

Saturday, Jan.
(10:30am)

Monday, Jan. 15th: Trivia Night at Gilly’s Pub-
house” (7:00pm)

Tuesday, Jan. 16th: Writing Club* — Ages 10-17
(6:00pm-7:00pm), Writing Club* - 18+ (7:00pm-

13th: Dungeons and Dragons

LOCAL MATTERS.

Remember that time when Amazon
sponsored your church fundraiser?

Remember when Facebook bought a case of
Girl Guide cookies to support your daughter?

Remember when Google provided free pizza
to your child’s soccer team when they won the
championship?

Neither do we!

Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.
They need our support, now more than ever.

U champio
© THE TRUTH.

News Media Canada
Meédias d'Info Canada

8:00pm)

Wednesday, Jan. 17th: EarlyON Play and Read
(9:30am-10:30am), Mahjong Intro (1:00pm-
2:00pm, 6:00pm-6:30pm), Mahjong! (2:00pm-
4:00pm, 6:30pm-8:00pm), A Living Library Event:
Men in Music+ (7:00pm)

Thursday, Jan. 18th: Scrabble (6:00pm-8:00pm)
*Registration required

AHeld at Gilly’s Pubhouse (17 Water St., St. Marys)

+Held at the Pyramid Recreation Centre (317
James St., St. Marys)

Smith

The family of Winston Smith would like to convey
their utmost appreciation to our family and friends
for all the love and support shown to us at a very
sad and most difficult time in our life.

Thanks kindly for the phone calls, flowers, cards,
food & donations and for keeping us in your
thoughts and prayers. It warmed our hearts to see
so many attend the graveside service and with-
stood the rainy weather.

Special thanks to the doctors, nurses & PSW'’s on
the 9th floor of Victoria Hospital for all their care
while Winston was a patient there.

Many thanks to Andrew Hodges for his guidance
and compassion and to Gary Mallalieu for a heart
warming service.

We thank you from the bottom of our heatrts.

Donna Mae, Paul, Laurie & family and Terry, Bev &
family. Cheers to a Great Day!

Winter Community
Breakfast

L.

Sunday, Jan.28th
9AM-12PM

Thorndale Lions Community Centre
Adults - $15 , Kids 6-10 - §5, 5 & under - Free

By AMY CUBBERLEY

Catch the Bug

25 years ago (1999)

Laurie Arthur won the 1999 Volkswagen Beetle in
the Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame’s “Catch the
Bug” draw on December 31. Ed Parkinson won sec-
ond prize, a one-week vacation to Hilton Head Is-
land, and Greg Pellizzari won third prize, a three-
day timeshare vacation.

A holiday gathering at Bob and Darlene Doupe’s
near Avonbank turned into a huge sleepover thanks
to the weekend’s wintry weather. The Doupes had
assembled for a family celebration when Saturday’s
storm hit, so all 29 guests spent the night. Accord-
ing to reports, there was plenty of room and a good
time was had by all.

After a two-year stint at the helm in St. Marys,
OPP Sgt. Chuck Beatty is heading to Mitchell. He'll
be replaced by Sgt. Bob Jackson, who has been in
Mitchell for the past two and a half years.

50 years ago (1974)

St. Marys Kinsmen completed their very welcome
annual public service of picking up discarded
Christmas trees in record time last Saturday. Kins-
men report a decrease in the number of tree pick-
ups each year as the artificial variety gains in public
acceptance.

Local contractor Tony Vanderschot of Kirkton is go-
ing to Holland for eighteen days.

Council had a light agenda but a few complained
at their first meeting of the year. One complaint is
that reception provided by local TV cable service
is poor.

75 years ago (1949)

Wm. Lee, World War I veteran and former painter
here, is carrying his arm in a sling these days, hav-
ing fractured it in a fall during the Christmas holi-
day period.

Herb Sparling is now a patient in Victoria Hospital
in London, where he is undergoing an operation of
the spine. He has suffered from the effects of an
injury to the vertebrae for some years. He expects
to be in the hospital for three to six weeks.

The sympathy of this community goes out to Mr. and
Mrs. Garfield Coulthard and children, St. Paul’s, in
the loss they suffered early Sunday morning when
their home was completely destroyed by fire.

100 years ago (1924)

Sunday was one of the wildest winter days in this
part of the country in years. As a result, there was a
very small attendance at the churches.

The mild weather during the past two days has
made the ice in the St. Marys rink very soft. The
Inter-Church League games have therefore been
postponed until next Wednesday night.

Mr. R.S. Box leaves in a week to spend the winter
in California, very possibly returning in the spring
around by Prince Rupert on the C.P.R. Mr. and Mrs.
John Lind also leave within a few days, going from
California to Honolulu, while Mr. J.P. Rogers leaves
today for Vancouver, going first to California.
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BUSI N Ess DI RECTO RY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

EAVESTROUGH

BARBER

i DHERBONS
d ['1'1"' ! I :rﬂ

BrsanSioe

Same great cuts, just a different name.
(formerly Mill Race Barber Ca.)

108 (Queen Street E.
St. Marys, ON
NAX 1A8
ph: (226) 661-0222
W macphersonsbarbershop.ca

COMPUTERS

519-949-9494

bscsitd@protonmail.com

BILL SCHNEIDER

COMPUTER SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

485 James St S, St Marys

CONTRACTORS LTD. Email: mcc@quadro.net
] 17 wamnn Ph: 519-349-2256

General Contracting - Design-Build (A-CAD)
Renovations - Additions - Doors & Windows & More!

Jonathan
‘ & James
Construction Inc.

5875 Line 26, Fullarton, On NOK 1HO

519-949-3107

Construction Management
General Contracting

info@jandjconst.com
www.jandjconst.com

DISPOSAL

Robson
Scrap Metal

Open 8 to 4:30
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800
-‘_‘—'l' _. EEE

206211 Carling St.
St. Marys

DIAMOND
“ DIsSPOSAL

BIN RENTAL OR FULL JUNK REMOVAL
519-284-2221

www.diamonddisposal.ca
info@diamonddisposal.ca

A
EAVES ROUGH
519-701-8838
eavestrough@sure-seal.ca
Seamless Eavestrough
Steel and Aluminum
Gutter Guard - Heavy Built

Fascia * Soffit + Trim Bending
Mare

WES BENNETT - ST. MARYS ONT

ELECTRICAL

et i by,
Forman ELECTRIC LTD.

RESIDENTIAL » COMMERCIAL
BACK-UP GENERATOR SYSTEMS

Work with sameone

you know you can trust!

519.284.0833

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL,
INDUSTRIAL & AGRICULTURAL

; niac L1
519-301-8411 = stonetownelectric.ca

SPA

/
S5e 168 5o
% qﬂ/ ) ZZSWHCEZTQ

Shellac
Manicure

Pedicure

Phone 226-661-4168
104 Queen St.E. St. Marys, On. N4X 1A

Monday - Friday 9:30am - Spm, Saturday 9:30am - 1pm, Closa: cay

¢ Mobile Auto Detailing
¢ Residential Cleaning
¢ Commercial Cleaning

www.boscocleaningservices.ca

519-697-2376 | 519-694-2079

MORTGAGE

) AMIE
SHACKLETON

AMIE SHACKLETON

Mortgage Agent

519.949.1225
amig@amieshackleton.com
www amieshackleton.com

fiil ™ e 8
Vi Ton. Kate fo ﬁ'r’{ln'.,--"

PLUMBING
(3 CUBBERLEY

) i) Phumbing, Heafing & Al Conditasing

ST MARYS
= 519-349-2420
Srwice josem s Family ta ‘Foana siwce FE7F

NEED A PLUMBER?

Call Joel Drinkwalter

* Water installation and repairs * Soff
* Iron Filters * Reverse Osmosis Units * Plumbing
Repairs * Bathroom Renovations

Cell: 226-880-0501 * Office: 519-284-4217

INSURANCE

1 '\-.I.nz:\.-. Irsuiramnc: Ei:|||||_| Lrye

Offering Insurance Services for:

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL,
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS,
TRANSPORTATION & MORE!

Give us a call today!

EXCELLENCE & 100% EFFORT IN MEETING ALL
YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

o~ Liz Yundt
L, . Realtor® | B.B.A, B.Ed

Cell | 519.272.9017
lizyundt.realtor@gmail.com

n * Waterloo Region - Anywhere, Any time!

REAL ESTATE

LUCIE STEPHENS

SHLES REPRESENTATIVE

519-703-0333

RF!Hhx :!.P-_.\I_n’l. o

SELECT REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
o,

163 Queean St E.
Downitown ST Marys
519-284-4646
peaise|ectreniip@gmaicom

HII!!H" 1"’ (_:IIIH.':I.EI'I!.-

ELAL BN TATE

Toni McLean Sales Representative

5|9-274-|I20 Direct
245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

LIST WITH CHRIS!

o~ (NS (AR N
%" ROYAL LEPAGE
% (NS (AR RN

g@has.  Chris Evans, Broker

Hiller Realty Brokerage
100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101
listwithchris@wightman.ca

/" Eric Miller
Mabile Meortpape Speciollst
T26-30-5248
e milbes b com

Mortgage advice

for your new home.

SEAMSTRESS

Stonetown Alterations
Professional Seamstress

Ingrid Voermans
www.stonetownalterations.ca
stonetownalterations@gmail.com

519-703-2007

TAKE OUT

EKIPPY:

PIZ22A
519-284-1864
Mondays CLOSED Friday and Saturday 11-10

Tuesday to Thursdays 11-9 Sundays 3-8
118 QUEEN STREET, ST. MARYS

medinas#it
rl

e g Ty ragaTis! &

Sales - Service - Rentals
Call Dave at
519 349 2040, Waterite

Better Ways For Seniors Lid.

il
donBbetnrmayatorsenion com)
b s £an keep lving v

I O i RO | B sVl O B S04
107 &% ong 33 pasibee’ _— .

CLEANING

Spotless Cleaning Plus

Office & Residential

St. Marys and Surrounding Area

Sheila Leblanc
5l9-630-2665

@potless@writeme.com

FLE E? Call or email for an
€79 appointment today
llT_Tl

~d

TREE SERVICE

JOEL'S TREE SERVICE
919-272-5742

www.joelstreeservice.com

> Removals, Stumps, ¢
Fertilizing
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HELP WANTED

Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display CANADIAN BASEBALL HALL OF FAME

stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Adding a part-time Financial and Fundraising
Wanted Administration Coordinator to the team to cover

$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, T 2l B - ~ ternity |
Rock, Pop, Fold, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying I I 1—1 h I IM h a maternity leave.

CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For

more information: Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. I S I O N CAR I : This position is responsible for clerical, financial,
Stratford/ 226-972-5750 » customer service activities and will assist with

ST MARYS ..
Wanted OF ST. MARYS fundraising.
A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes. We are looking for a full-time Optical Sales Associate at our
Phone 519-284-3774 busy optometry practice in St. Marys, Ontario. This team : . -
member will work a schedule of 35-40 hours/week. The The rlght player will have r?'fevant office .
Wanted to buy Optical Sales Associate will be responsible for assisting experience, computer proficiency, exceptional
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko patients with frame selections, spectacle lens sales and organizational and communication skills and a

advising on products/materials, repairing eyewear. Previous

pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals. optical experience is a benefit.

passion for community service. A flexible
Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

schedule including some hybrid hours possible in

Job Type: Full-time, permanent

Experience: None required; will provide training this position. #ﬁ,.w'-"'*’r»%
St M I Language: English (Required) § .
arys mmacpenacn 4 5
¢ y p Job Responsibilities: Full job description available at 3 =
SUBMIT YOUR MEMORIAM, ) Educat;ng patfien:; a.bC|>-l::t trel best eygwe?r: and www.baseballhalloffame.ca E et
enses choices for their lifestyle, ensuring they R Sl
THANK YOU, OBITUARY, OR receive the best in value and quality B
ANNOUNCEMENT * Assisting with selection of frames to suit patient’s Please send cover letter and resume by Tuesday,
Email ¢t info@st ind dent aesthetic and performance needs January 23rd, 2024 to:
mail Us at inro@stmarysinaepenaent.com o i i inti i ! . .
or ca”519_2‘|£4_0021 o;:éi:g:?;cs'?f optical prescriptions as written by the Scott Crawford, Director of Operations
e Performing frame and facial measurements to Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame & Museum
ensure correct fit and positioning of eyewear baseball@baseballhalloffame.ca

RUN YOUR CLASSIFIED ;5eewr2c;rrminq repairs and adjustments to patients’
The S ful Candidate will have:
AD HERE FOR . Piev?oc::zisliom: sleraviiewel'xpear;’:nce and passion
bout idi llent cust i d
JUST $10 PER WEEK [t

* Good communication skills in the English language
and good basic math skills

A 752 Queen St E
* Commitment to excelling as a member of a SPONSORED BY: mcDonalds  Founding and Forever partner of
QUIZ ANSWERS high-performing team Ronald McDonald House

THE WEEK'AHEAD

McDonald's St. Marys

e Ability to multi-task in a fast-paced environment
1) Elisha Otis 7) Ethics * A positive winning attitude PRC & Friendship Centre events - See the Stonetown
* Strong knowledge of windows based operating Crier on Page 5
2) Star 8) Cillian Murphy systems -
3) A Siege (Oppenheimer) * Previous retail experience an asset St. Marys Public Library events - See Page 29
How You'll Benefit: .
4) A fleet 9) You shall not » Company provided continuing education and F"day’ January 12
5) 2013 murder. potential for certification . - Royal Canadian Legion hot dog/sausage lunch at
10) 1861-1865 * Competitive starting wage with potential for Noon
6) Heights annual increases
* A workplace culture where collaboration and - AN.A.F. meatdraw -6 pm

teamwork are fostered

- St. Marys Lincolns vs Strathroy Rockets at the PRC

PI il t .
SUD OKU AN SWE RS jobpostinqaialisf:t?ﬁz:li;?:r:]cna‘::@:maiI.com - 1:30 pm

Saturday, January 13

: - Alzheimer Society “Soup’s On" at Stratford Rotary
4196 )1 ]38])5]2]8]7 St. M'a'_l‘YS Independ,f;!-l,t Complex - 1am to 2 pm
8|5|3|7]|16|2|9|1]4 0\ | - Royal Canadian Legion meat draw - 5 pm
71l211l9lalsl3l|ls5]s y A 1 ( Monday, J.anuéry 15 |
A -' o 4 \‘h‘- - Community Dinner at St. Marys United Church - 5
6(3[9]|2]|5)|1|4|7|8 | s (e pm, Sponsored by Cascades. Admission is free but
11lalsl3|lsgl7l6l9]2 (— RO donations are greatly appreciated
Hiring paper deliverers Tuesday, January 16
21 7(8]4[9]6]1]|38]5 : . : - St. Marys Lincolns vs Strathroy Rockets at the
We have paper routes available in the Elizabeth, iddl M ial Centre - 7:30
3 (1 2(8|7(4]5(6]9 Rogers Ave, Jones/Elgin area, near the highschool. West Middlesex Memorial Centre - 7:30 pm
51 slals]lq 9723 If you're interested please contact us. Tl\;vursday,\:valn:a:ly 1'8 | . )
, - Women'’s Winter Visioning event at Riverwa
9lel71l51l2|13|8l4]1 Call 519-284-0041 or email o ,
info@stmarysindependent.com for details. USSR I S S
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% f - * Made in Canada

rth America
o 5

MATTRESSES ¥ el

ALL SIZES | o ,' T CHAIRS
. | X \N :
. * Made in Canada

/

*% OFF ORIGINAL PRICE. IN STOCK ONLY, NO RAIN CHECKS. SOME CONDITIONS APPLY.

ome furniture

Outlet Hours: Main Store Hours:

Schaeffler Aerospace Thurs. to Fri. 10 to 6 Mon. to Thurs. 10to 6

* MAIN STORE: Douro St. | QUTLET: Follow us on: Sat. 10to5 Fri. 10to 8| Sat. 10to 5
519-273-9330 .

519-273-7453 it Sun. 12to 4 Sun. 12to 4
HWY 7/8 E | 2954 Hwy 788 E W | 617 Douro Street n I]

www.stratfordhomefurniture.ca
www.homefurniture.ca

Burritt St.




