
By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
Reporter 

The Township of Wilmot officially opened 
the Nith River Promenade and Trail in 
New Hamburg on Monday with a riverside 
ribbon-cutting event.  

Several dignitaries and community mem-
bers attended the ceremony which cele-
brated the project’s completion. 

“The Nith River Promenade  has been 
transformed from a deteriorating path 
into this beautiful and accessible riverside 
trail in the heart of New Hamburg," said 
Mayor Natasha Salonen. 

"This renewal, made possible through 
the generous support of the Province of 
Ontario and the government of Canada, 
enriches our natural landscape and en-
hances opportunities for our residents 
and tourists to enjoy our community.”

She also acknowledged the hard work of 
township staff and the contractors who 
worked on the project and explained what 
the renovation means to the community.

“We are celebrating the promenade’s 
transformation from a deteriorated path 
that I know many people had issues navi-
gating to get to the cenotaph. Now we have 
this walking space that really highlights 
the river.”   

The construction for the promenade and 
trail enhancements address erosion below 
the promenade, stabilize the riverbanks 
during high-water events and reinstate 
the trail lighting using innovative mate-
rials and construction methods. The im-
provements include adding two spacious 
gathering areas, replacing deteriorating 
trees and plantings and relocating the 
electrical-field panel and meter base. 

The Nith River Promenade and Trail 

By Galen Simmons

Wellesley Township councillors, staff, vol-
unteers and residents joined other lo-
cal dignitaries to celebrate the result of a 
“two-year labour of love” at the official 
grand-opening celebrations for the new 
Wellesley Recreation Complex.

On June 22, the township hosted the 
grand-opening ceremony and barbecue at 
the new recreation complex, also called the 

Bill Gies Recreation Centre in honour of 
the complex’s first major donor. Hundreds 
of residents gathered to watch as Wellesley 
Mayor Joe Nowak cut the ribbon alongside 
local councillors, Kitchener-Conestoga MPP 
Mike Harris, Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim 
Louis, chair of the Something 4 Everyone 
capital campaign Chris Martin, the town-
ship staff who worked day and night to see 
the recreation complex completed and oth-
er local dignitaries.

“As proud as I am of this magnificent ac-
complishment for our township, I’m equally 
proud of how this day has been made pos-
sible,” Nowak said, thanking all those who 
made the recreation complex a reality, in-
cluding the Erb family for selling the 40-
acre property to the township, eight acres 
of which was donated and has been estab-
lished as the Erb Haven Trail, MPP Harris 
for helping to secure a $16.1-million grant 
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Wellesley Mayor Joe Nowak cuts the ribbon alongside members of council, town staff and other local dignitaries at the grand opening of 
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from the province to support the rec-com-
plex project, the Gies family for their mil-
lion-dollar-donation catalyst at the onset 
of the project, and town staff who spent 
many days and sleepless nights ensuring 
the project was completed on time and on 
budget. 

“Over the years, I’ve heard requests for 
many amenities, most of which were identi-
fied as needs in our recreation master plan. 
I can now confidently say that our recre-
ation complex will address most of those 
requests. … This complex positions the 
Township of Wellesley to meet the needs of 
our growing communities for future gener-
ations. This larger, safer recreation complex 

has become a hub where township commu-
nities meet, compete and come together 
for healthy activities and comradeship. It 
is a source of pride for Wellesley Township 
residents.”

The new recreation complex came about 
after township council decided to build 
a new recreation facility with the help of 
provincial grant funding and community 
fundraising instead of completing a laun-
dry list of expensive structural repairs and 
upgrades at the aging Wellesley Arena.

With a total budget of more than $27 mil-
lion, the new rec complex includes an NHL 
sized ice rink and home for the Wellesley 
Applejacks, a walking track, a fitness gym, 
a gymnasium/community centre, a youth 

centre, the Wellesley Community Health 
Centre, a skateboard park, a playground, 
soccer fields and outdoor walking trails.

“Five years ago, we were given news about 
the closure of the old Wellesley Arena,” 
Martin said. “It seems so long ago, yet it 
feels like yesterday. So much work and ef-
fort by so many people has taken place over 
this time to get us here today. I’m incredi-
bly proud of our community and how we’ve 
worked together to create something for 
everyone that will last for generations.

“ … None of this would be here without 
the dedication and hard work of our many 
community volunteers and fundraisers 
that started in 2019 with the formation of 
the Wellesley Township recreation centre 

advisory committee. … This group advo-
cated for the 20-plus Wellesley Township 
user groups. … Building this space allows 
our community organizations to do their 
best work and it will have a positive and 
long-lasting effect in Wellesley Township.”

Martin also gave thanks to the many donors 
who stepped forward during a difficult time, 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and helped the 
Something 4 Everyone capital campaign 
not only reach its $2.5-million goal, but ex-
ceed it with a total of $4.3 million raised.

Now fully open, more information about 
the Wellesley Recreation Complex can be 
found at www.wellesley.ca/en/living-here/
new-recreation-land.aspx.

Grand opening of Wellesley Recreation Complex
Continued from page 1

Wellesley Mayor Joe Nowak speaks at the grand-opening 
ceremony for the new Wellesley Recreation Complex.

Members of Wellesley Township council and staff stand among the hundreds of residents who showed up for the grand-open-
ing ceremony and barbecue at the Wellesley Recreation Complex. Photos by Galen Simmons

Students in grades 3, 4 and 5 from Wellesley Public School sing and sign O’ Canada during the grand-opening celebrations 
at the Wellesley Recreation Complex.

Local musician Kodylyn Tanner performs at the Wellesley 
Recreation Complex’s grand-opening celebrations June 22. 
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allows visitors to downtown New Hamburg 
a chance to enjoy views of three New 
Hamburg landmarks: the New Hamburg 
Reservoir Dam, the New Hamburg 
Waterwheel and the Hartman Bridge.

"I am delighted to see the Nith River 
Promenade and Trail open in New 
Hamburg," said Kitchener-Conestoga MP 
Tim Louis. 

"This project is a testament to the power 
of collaboration between our federal, pro-
vincial and municipal governments. The 
enhancements to this beautiful space will 
not only protect our natural heritage but 
also provide residents and visitors alike 
with a welcoming place to connect with 
nature and enjoy the scenic beauty of the 
town.”

“It is always rewarding to see all levels of 
government come together with a focus on 
impactful local projects like the Nith River 
Promenade right here in New Hamburg,” 
added Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike 
Harris, whose office said he had a sched-
uling conflict and couldn’t attend. 

“Revitalizing this area with new infra-
structure and landscaping will provide 
our local communities and countless visi-
tors with a space to enjoy recreational ac-
tivities with access to our local landmarks 
for many years to come.”

Nith River Promenade and 
Trail now open

Politicians, township staff and residents attended a ribbon-cutting ceremony Monday to 
officially open the Nith River Promenade and Trail in downtown New Hamburg

Wilmot Mayor Natasha Salonen addresses 
the crowd as the township officially opened 
its new Nith River Promenade and Trail in 
downtown New Hamburg. Photos by Lee 
Griffi

Continued from page 1
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By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette staff

Last week, Perth County council approved 
the release of the updated draft official 
plan and the next phase of public engage-
ment for the official plan project. 

The first version of the draft official plan 
text was released in December 2023 to 
provide transparency for the public, stake-
holder groups, steering committees and 
council on how feedback received to date 
had been considered and implemented. 
Open houses were held in February 2024 
for review of the draft official plan and 
to receive additional feedback from the 
public and stakeholder groups. Following 
the release of the first draft this past win-
ter, significant work has been completed 
to prepare an updated draft official plan 
document in response to community 
feedback.

“Council is pleased with the work that has 
been done to update the policies based 
on public feedback,” said Perth County 
Warden Rhonda Ehgoetz in a press re-
lease. “We are confident that the revised 
document and policies reflects the needs 
of the community and will support the 
county’s growth for many years to come. 
We are excited for the community to see 

the updated draft and have the opportuni-
ty to provide further comments.”

Highlights of the next phase of the of-
ficial-plan project include four key 
components:

1. The release of the updated draft offi-
cial plan policy text

2. The launch of a new online interactive 
map, Draft Official Plan Map Viewer, 
showing proposed land designations

3. Additional opportunities to connect 
with the planning team in local mu-
nicipal offices

4. The date and locations for the next 
open-house information sessions

“The official plan project would not be 
possible without the valuable input from 
the community. We are grateful for ev-
eryone who has taken the time to engage 
with this project and provide constructive 
feedback so far,” said county senior poli-
cy planner Moira Davidson in the press 
release. “This next phase of the project 
allows residents to see how their input 
was directly implemented through the 
updated policy document and mapping 
for the proposed designations on their 
property. We’re also providing additional 

opportunities to connect directly with the 
planning team for anyone who may have 
site-specific questions about the official 
plan and how it relates to their property.”

The updated draft official plan policy doc-
ument is available to view on the county’s 
website at  www.perthcounty.ca/NewOP. 
Along with the updated draft official plan, 
the county also released an online, inter-
active map viewer allowing the public to 
see the proposed draft official plan des-
ignations. The Draft Official Plan Map 
Viewer along with a tutorial video and 
instructions are available at  www.perth-
county.ca/DraftOPMap

On July 22, the county will host two open-
house information sessions. The first ses-
sion is scheduled from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
at the Perth East Recreation Complex and 
the second session will be held from 6-8 
p.m. at the West Perth Community Centre. 
Each session will include an informative 
presentation showcasing a summary of 
updates made to the text and followed by 
an opportunity to mingle and connect di-
rectly with planning staff and members of 
county council to ask questions or discuss 
the project. For those unable to attend, 
a recording of the presentation will be 

available in advance for viewing.

If landowners have site-specific questions 
about their property in relation to the 
draft official plan, appointments can be 
scheduled to meet in person with a policy 
planner at a local municipal office on the 
following days:

• July 23 – Perth East

• July 24 – West Perth

• July 25 – North Perth

• July 26 – Perth South

To book an appointment, call 519-271-
0531 ext. 419 or email  newofficialplan@
perthcounty.ca.

While comments will be accepted up to 
the day the official plan is adopted by 
county council, the planning division rec-
ommends comments be provided by Aug. 
30 to provide staff with adequate timing 
to incorporate additional comments and 
feedback into the final official plan doc-
ument. Comments can be submitted by 
email at  newofficialplan@perthcounty.ca, 
by phone at 519-271-0531 ext. 419, and by 
mail to 1 Huron St., Stratford, Ont., N5A 
5S4. 

Perth County releases updated draft official plan 
and project update
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By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
Reporter

The Township of Wilmot is launching 
the development of a new strategic plan 
that will serve the community and pro-
vide Wilmot council with tools for deci-
sion-making from 2024-2027.

The township is seeking community in-
put into it, allowing stakeholders to help 
shape future programs, services and 
township planning. Wilmot has hired 
Linton Consulting to work with the corpo-
rate leadership team, council, internal and 
external stakeholders to develop the plan 
over the coming months. Kelly Linton, a 
partner with the company, said the town-
ship is looking forward to the process.

“We are very excited to work with the 
Township of Wilmot. There is a lot of pas-
sion on council and in the community for 
planning the future of the township. I am 
confident that collaboration will result in 
a very successful strategic-planning pro-
cess and positive outcomes for Wilmot.” 

Township CAO Sharon Chambers said 
the growth of Wilmot makes the stra-
tegic planning process that much more 
important.

“As we prepare for significant growth over 
the next decade and beyond, council and 

staff are committed to planning strategi-
cally for our future.  The 2024-2027 plan 
will set priorities and guide us in our de-
cision-making to ensure that we build a 
community that meets the needs of res-
idents and businesses. We value input 
from our community as we chart this ex-
citing path forward.”

The planning and implementation of a 
plan was delayed during the pandemic, 
but Coun. Steven Martin said he’s ready to 
go to work on it.

“We want to come together and see what 
we can work on that are important proj-
ects for the next two and a half years.”

Staff and members of council kicked off 
the plan’s first stage at an informal meet-
ing last week. Salonen said hearing from 
residents will play an important role.

“The plan is part of the Municipal Act and 
it is one of the important things council is 
supposed to do. I am looking forward to 
going through the process and really re-
checking where we are. I think with the 
two-year gap since the election it’s a great 
time to consult with residents and see if 
priorities have shifted.”

Residents are encouraged to complete a 
survey at surveymonkey.com/r/Wilmot to 
have their say.

Township of Wilmot 
launches engagement for 
2024-2027 strategic plan

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette staff

As a result of a temporary closure of 
the Canada Post office in Petersburg as 
of noon June 28, mail delivery will no 
longer be available at 1249 Notre Dame 
Dr., Canada Post said in a recent letter to 
residents.

In that letter, Canada Post said it will 
maintain local mail-delivery service by 
temporarily replacing current delivery 
service with community mailboxes. 

For those looking for the full range of 
postal products and services including 
pickup of personal-contact items, CODs, 
money orders and money grams, Canada 

Post is directing residents to visit the 
Wellesley post office at 1166 Queens 
Bush Rd. between 9 and 11 a.m. and 
noon and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday, and 
from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturdays.

“We will continue to work with your 
community leaders to come up with a 
permanent solution for the Petersburg 
community mail,” Canada Post said in 
the letter. “Further communication will 
be provided over the next week with re-
gards to the transition to your temporary 
community mailbox.”

Any questions about the transition can 
be directed to Canada Post customer ser-
vice at 1-866-607-6301.

Petersburg post office to 
close temporarily June 28
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20th Annual 

CHILDHOOD CANCER
FUNDRAISING BBQ
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Children's Health Foundation (London's Children's Hospital)
Walk to Conquer Cancer (Princess Margaret)
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1239 Notre Dame Dr. Petersburg 
Contact: 519-634-5852 
sales@bechtholdhome.com or sales@bwgeotextiles.com
 
To donate online visit 
bechtholdhome.com/childhood-cancer-bbq

By Hannah Kavanagh

It started over 20 years ago with a regular 
backyard barbecue and a singular pop-up 
umbrella. 

Now, Bechthold Home Improvements’ 
Childhood Cancer Barbecue is hitting 
its 20th anniversary and has raised 
over $263,000 for childhood cancer 
organizations.  

The annual barbecue will be held on July 
11 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. at 1239 Notre 
Dame Dr., Petersburg. There, Warren 
Bechthold, his wife, Bernice, his children, 
Stacey, Leslie and Stewart, and a host of 
other staff, friends and relatives will be 
working hard to serve food to anyone who 
stops by. All are welcome. 

Warren Bechthold was part of the 
Optimist International’s speakers bureau 
when Optimist International took up the 
fight for childhood cancer. In 1999 and 
2000, he went district to district encourag-
ing communities to help out, whether that 

be through donations, helping families, 
or funding research. By 2002, his busi-
ness had its own building, and he had a 
realization. 

“If I’m asking other people to do some-
thing for childhood cancer, I now had a 
physical location where I could also do 
something,” said Warren Bechthold. 

Thus started the first barbecue in 2004. 
He would spend the next three years try-
ing to get word out about the day and rais-
ing money for the Optimist International’s 
Childhood Cancer Campaign and the 
London Children’s Hospital cancer pro-
gram. It grew traction over the years and 
even earned Bechthold a Queen’s Jubilee 
medal during a Canada Day celebration 
back in 2013. 

Recently, the barbecue is heading in a 
more local direction. With the support of 
other businesses and the Optimist Club 
of Petersburg, the Bechthold’s continue 
to buy all supplies and donate 100 per 

cent of the proceeds to organizations they 
feel are important. Since last year, that’s 
been Grand River’s Scotland Yard, London 
Children’s Hospital and the Walk to 
Conquer Cancer by the Princess Margaret 
Cancer Centre. 

“It’s local, so people can feel attached to it 
a little more,” said Warren Bechthold. “It’s 
a decision that we thought would be in the 
best interest of the barbecue.”

The Bechthold family has learned a lot 
about their community throughout the 
years and is thankful for all the support 
they’ve received in their efforts. Warren 
Bechthold’s wife, Bernice Bechthold, notes 
that as a business, the effort to spread the 
word and become a successful source of 
donations has been worthwhile. 

“When someone comes up and buys a 
hamburger and tells you that their son or 
daughter has had childhood cancer and 
that they appreciate what we’re doing, 
that’s payback enough for us,” said Bernice 

Bechthold. 

“Childhood cancer is the number-one dis-
ease that’s killing our children, so even 
if we can diminish that number by a few, 
that makes a difference.”

This year will be back to the basics. They’re 
already preparing for local businesses 
that either shut down for an hour to join 
the barbecue or will pre-order food for 
their employees to enjoy that day. Their 
main concern in the hot weather is ensur-
ing there’s enough room for everyone to 
sit and enjoy. Melanie Austin, a young girl 
with leukemia from New Hamburg, will 
come back this year to speak at the event. 

“It’s a cause that everyone can relate to,” 
said Warren Bechthold. “As a business, it’s 
a way of paying it forward, paying it back.”

Those who aren’t able to attend the 
barbecue will be able to donate on-
line at https://bechtholdhome.com/
childhood-cancer-bbq. 

Childhood Cancer barbecue fundraiser reaches 
20th anniversary

CanadaHappy 

Day

Contact Constituency Office:
519-669-2090

mike.harrisco@pc.ola.org
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By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
Reporter

The Rural Oxford Economic Development 
Corporation has joined Canada’s Outdoor 
Farm Show (COFS) to create a  Discover 
Rural Oxford exhibit.

“The exhibit will bring local fare to an in-
ternational stage, said Rural Oxford EDC 
economic development officer Crystal van 
Roekel.

The exhibit is an exciting initiative set to 
debut at Canada's Outdoor Farm Show, the 
country's premier agricultural event. The 
exhibit aims to spotlight the vibrant en-
trepreneurial landscape of Rural Oxford.

The Discover Rural Oxford tent will host 
four distinct Rural Oxford businesses on 
each of the show’s three days. Those busi-
nesses selected will then have the op-
portunity to showcase their products and 
offer visitors an interactive experience, 
allowing them to taste, touch, or try locally 
sourced goods firsthand.

“The vendors will have the opportunity to 
sell their products directly onsite, giving 
rural businesses access to a larger market 
stage,” van Roekel said.

“By providing a platform for Rural Oxford 
businesses to engage with a diverse au-
dience of local and international visi-
tors, Discover Rural Oxford promotes eco-
nomic growth within the region and fos-
ters connections between producers and 
consumers in the agricultural community.”

This innovative, market-style approach 
promises to unlock new opportunities for 

Rural Oxford's entrepreneurial ecosystem 
while enriching the overall experience 
of attendees at Canada's Outdoor Farm 
Show. Participants will benefit from the 
exposure at the three-day event and be 
included in an extensive marketing cam-
paign through Canada’s Outdoor Farm 
Show and Rural Oxford EDC channels.

“We couldn’t be more thrilled to add a new 
dimension to our event which attracts 
over 36,000 visitors,” said Carol Carson, 
COFS sponsorship and partnership lead.

“Twelve Rural Oxford business partici-
pants will benefit from being showcased 
alongside a diverse array of business-
es spanning the agriculture sector at the 

show. We highlight not just agriculture but 
also manufacturing, technology, tourism 
and agri-food enterprises, many of which 
hail from southwestern Ontario.”

“We look forward to bringing this exhibit 
to such a staple event in our communi-
ty and being able to champion our Rural 
Oxford businesses on this platform,” add-
ed van Roekel.

For over 30 years, Canada’s Outdoor Farm 
Show has been bringing together visi-
tors and exhibitors from across Canada 
and beyond to showcase the newest and 
most-innovative products and technology 
in agriculture. It takes place on Sept. 10, 
11 and 12.

Participating businesses will have use of 
the booth at no charge and van Roekel 
said it will be a wonderful opportunity 
for them to introduce themselves in new 
markets.

"By showcasing these businesses at the 
farm show, which attracts a large and di-
verse audience, the project provides an 
opportunity for Rural Oxford businesses 
to access a wider market that they may 
not have been able to reach otherwise in a 
short amount of time.”

She added a dedicated social-media cam-
paign spotlighting the participating busi-
nesses will amplify visibility across vari-
ous platforms. 

“This concerted effort maximizes expo-
sure for the businesses, reaching a broad-
er audience and generating increased in-
terest in their products and services,” van 
Roekel said.

The rural Oxford businesses have the 
chance to network with other vendors, 
industry professionals and attendees, 
fostering connections that can lead to fu-
ture collaborations and opportunities for 
growth.

Rural Oxford businesses that are interest-
ed in applying for this program can find 
the application form at  https://ruralox-
ford.ca/discover/.

Only businesses located in a rural Oxford 
township are eligible and preference 
will be given to those who meet program 
eligibility.

Rural Oxford EDC teams up with Canada’s Outdoor 
Farm Show on new exhibit

By Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette staff

The Humane Society of Kitchener 
Waterloo & Stratford Perth (HSKWSP) 
recently held its annual general meeting 
(AGM) where the 2024-2025 board of di-
rectors was announced, including three 
new board members.

Jennifer Ly named as a director: With 
several years of experience in financial 
reporting, FP&A and strategic planning, 
Jennifer Ly is an accomplished CPA known 
for her expertise across several industries. 
Currently, she is the director of revenue 
operations at LogiSense applying her 
skillset at revenue management, financial 
strategy and business planning to drive 
growth. She also contributes her exper-
tise as a board member for the Waterloo 
Region legal services.

Aran Matier named as a director: Currently 
serving as chief legal and privacy officer at 
eSentire, a Waterloo based cybersecurity 
firm, Aran Matier is responsible for min-
imizing legal risk and ensuring legal and 
regulatory compliance. Matier has lived in 
the Waterloo Region for close to 20 years 
and believes strongly in supporting the 
community in which he and his wife have 

made their home.

Amanda Craig named as a director: 
Amanda has a career steeped in progres-
sive finance roles, particularly within the 
technology sector including multiple roles 
with BlackBerry and OpenText.

Currently, she is the senior director of 
global billing and revenue operations at 
KORE Wireless where her strategic lead-
ership and financial acumen play a pivotal 
role in shaping operational excellence.

Mark Fox was named the board chair. 

“The HSKWSP is a best-in-breed, not for 
profit organization dedicated to the wel-
fare of animals and the relationship be-
tween them and their humans,” Fox said 
in a press release. “It is an honour and a 
privilege to be elected as chairperson for 
such a fine organization. I look forward 
to working with the board, our communi-
ties and the skilled volunteers, staff and 
leadership.”

Making up the remainder of the board 
are vice chair Nickola Voegelin, treasurer 
Rob Grein, secretary Alex Wiltshire and 

directors Carleen Carroll, Krista Linklater, 
Angela Woods, Lucinda Wallace, Michael 
Banham, Andrea Roth and Nathan Riedel.

Along with their passionate commitment 
and dedication to people and pets, each 
board member brings knowledge, expe-
rience and insightful perspectives to the 
Humane Society. 

The HSKWSP also celebrated its accom-
plishments in the past year by releasing 
its 2023 Annual Report. Highlights includ-
ed the foster program that supported 997 
animals, 6,743 pets helped through the pet 
food bank and an incredible 5,682 medi-
cal procedures performed at the Humane 
Society’s in-house vet clinics.

“We are grateful and excited to have this 
new group of individuals join the board 
and bring their unique talents, expertise 
and perspectives to our organization,” 
HSKWSP CEO Victoria Baby in a press re-
lease. “As an organization, we look forward 
to all we can do together to help people 
and pets in our communities.”

For full board member bios or more infor-
mation on the initiatives of the Humane 
Society, please visit kwsphumane.ca.

Humane Society of Kitchener Waterloo & Stratford 
Perth names new board of directors for 2024-2025

The Humane Society Kitchener-Waterloo & Stratford-Perth’s 2024-2025 board of directors. 
Contributed photo 
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By Gary West

The spring and early summer months 
have been busy times for members of the 
Tavistock Optimist Club.

First they were busy cleaning up their 
Optimist Park and their Fry Wagon to get 
ready for another busy season of sports 

and fundraising.

The beginning of June saw hundreds of 
local youth from the Tavistock area take 
part in the club’s annual ParkFest.

They were then kept busy organizing their 
annual bike rodeo at Tavistock Public 
School for prizes and education on bicycle 

safety for those in kindergarten Grade 8.

Tavistock Optimists handed out four 
brand-new bicycles at the year-end school 
assembly recently.

After their latest fundraiser, club pres-
ident Terry Rozendal said the members 
all pitched in and the night was very 

successful for their annual Steak Out.

The club is kept busy with hundreds of 
steak lovers showing their support.

Once a heavy downpour and thunder-
storm left, the skies cleared and turned 
out to be a most successful evening of vis-
iting with friends and neighbours.

Tavistock Optimist Club members enjoy a busy June 

 Jaeden Rozendal and Violet Stoesser were 
part of the annual bike rodeo organized by 
the Tavistock Optimist Club, where they 
learned about bike safety at the Tavistock 
Public School Location. Contributed photo

Optimist member Chris Zehr shows Ray-
na Gunn from East Zorra Township what it 
takes to ride her bike safely without inci-
dent. Photo by Gary West

Young bikers learn how to control their two 
wheelers on a mapped-out path. Contribut-
ed photo

Pictured from left are optimist members Ed 
Danen and Dennis Kuepfer, who kept the 
steaks coming as the gas barbecues were set 
up for cook-your-own steaks at this year’s 
annual Steak Out held at the Optimist Park 
and pavilion recently. Photo by Gary West
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ERNIE  
HARDEMAN
MPP - Oxford

ernie.hardemanco@pc.ola.org
519-537-5222 • 1-800-265-4046

Saturday, July 6th • 2:00pm 
Southside Park, Woodstock, 
Boathouse Pavilion

Bring along your lawn chair  
to this FREE FAMILY EVENT!

Newly added – Halal hot dogs

PIG ROAST  
IN THE PARK

By Galen Simmons

Perth County will pay $166,318.80 to purchase a total 
of 44 speed-radar signs that will be installed in 22 lo-
cations across the county to help curb speeding in those 
communities.

Along with the cost of installation and the purchase of 
wooden signposts, Bill Wilson, the county’s manager of 
public works, said the cost of purchasing these signs from 
the successful bidder, Cedar Signs Inc. of Cambridge, 
along with the purchase of wooden signposts and the 
cost of installation will come in at less than $200,000, well 
under the $308,000 budgeted for this project with funds 
from the county’s capital road reserve.

“The sign that they’re proposing is the Traffic Logix 
SafePace Evolution 15SD, which is the same sign we’re 
using right now – the ones we’re using to rotate (between 
high-speed areas of concern),” Wilson said. “It’s a so-
lar-powered device with a 15-inch screen.”

As per Cedar Signs’ accepted proposal, the county will 
pay $3,779.95 per sign. Wilson said the successful pro-
posal was ranked highest from among six proposals sub-
mitted to the county based on sign design, performance, 
installation, recording and recording functionality, war-
ranty, technical support, references and unit cost.

As part of the proposal, Cedar Signs also included a one-
year subscription to Traffic Logix SafePace cloud report-
ing system which allows for remote viewing of data and 
sign parameters.

According to Wilson’s report to council, delivery of the 
signs is expected within four weeks of the county order-
ing them and the signs are scheduled to be installed in 
August with preliminary work beginning in July.

Perth County council first gave staff the green light to 
purchase and install 44 speed-radar signs across 22 loca-
tions – two signs in each location – at its April 18 regular 
meeting. The locations for the signs were selected based 
on the following criteria:

• the sign must be within a reduced-speed zone along 
a county owned roadway located in a town, village or 
built-up area; 

• the reduced-speed zone is on a through road where 
there are no stop controls within or at the end of the 
reduced-speed zone; 

• the speed limit on either end of the reduced-speed 
zone is 80km/hr; 

• the location for speed-radar signs will be within the 
reduced-speed zone approximately 80-100 metres 
from the beginning of the reduced zone; 

• other installations, location or removal of the perma-
nent speed-radar signs will be at the discretion of the 
director of public works; and 

• the permanent speed radar sign program will be re-
viewed every 10 years and/or if there are issues with 
maintenance or the effectiveness of the program.

Based on those criteria, staff identified 22 locations 
where permanent speed-radar signs will be installed and 
ranked those locations based on traffic volumes and 85th 
percentile speeds.

Topping the list of ranked speed-radar-sign locations was 
Perth Line 72 in Donegal followed by Perth Road 119 in 
Brunner, Perth Road 121 in Poole and Perth Line 26 in 
Harmony.

In addition to the 22 permanent signs to be installed 
across the county, public works staff will still be able to 
use the county’s four temporary signs as needed to track 
and control speeding in high-traffic, reduced-speed zones 
that don’t meet the criteria for a permanent sign includ-
ing Milverton (Perth Road 131), Dublin (Perth Road 180), 

Shakespeare (Perth Road 107), Millbank (Perth Line 72), 
Fullarton (Perth Road 163) and Gowanstown (Perth Line 
88).

Data collected by the signs will also be shared with local 
police to help guide traffic enforcement.

The full list of locations where speed-radar signs will be 
installed this summer is as follows:

1. Donegal (Perth Line 72) 

2. Brunner (Perth Road 119)  

3. Poole (Perth Road 121) 

4. Harmony (Perth Line 26) 

5. Gadshill (Perth Road 119) 

6. Carthage (Perth Road 131) 

7. Molesworth (Perth Line 86) 

8. Avonton (Perth Road 130) 

9. Rannoch (Perth Road 139) 

10. Hesson (Perth Road 121) 

11. Fullarton (Perth Line 20) 

12. Wartburg (Perth Road 135) 

13. Millbank (Perth Road 121) 

14. Staffa (Perth Road 180) 

15. Newton (Perth Line 72) 

16. Britton (Perth Road 147) 

17. Kurtzville (Perth Line 88) 

18. Cromarty (Perth Road 180) 

19. St. Pauls (Perth Line 20) 

20. Rostock (Perth Road 135) 

21. Brodhagen (Perth Line 44) 

22. Prospect Hill (Perth Road 139)

Cost of Perth County speed-radar signs comes in 
under budget

Full Mechanical Services
Tires For All Vehicles

Campers, RVs, ATVs & more
24 Hour Service

auto service

1413 Gingerich Road, Baden
519-662-4990     OKTIRE.COM

Dream Trip!
BOOK YOUR

STONETOWNTRAVEL.COM
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St George’s Anglican Church
Corner Waterloo St. and Byron St., New Hamburg
In-person service and online worship Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Programs each Sunday for children during service. 
https://www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com/

St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd. Wilmot Township
All Welcome
Rev. Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com
Current health and safety protocols are followed.
St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212 
Pastor Jim Brown
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon 
discussion. All are welcome

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP

Dream Trip!
BOOK YOUR

STONETOWNTRAVEL.COM

Register today at 
tavistockbc.org/vbs

Tavistock Bible Chapel

9:30 am to 12 pm

July 15-19, 2024

Ages 5-12

A fun-filled week of singing, snacks, activities 
and crafts, combining the excitement of the 
Olympic Games with inspiring Bible stories 
of extraordinary physical feats.

C

M
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CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

2024-TBC-VBS-half-page-ad-colour copy.pdf   1   2024-06-12   1:30 PM
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hardware
Home

Peg’s Mending & More
All your mending, hemming, zippers and more

Peggy Habsch
nphabsch@gmail.com

Message me @peggyfergusonhabsch
519-274-5880

ONLINE
READ US

GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE/

N.H. INC.
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The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

PICK UP YOUR COPY OF

New Hamburg
Thrift Centre, Short Stop, Sobeys, Office Pro, No Frills, 

Mario's Chicken, Library, McDonalds, Tim Hortons, 
Nith Valley Butcher, The Whining Tree, Town Square 

Pharmasave, Heart'n Home Creations, Cook's Pharmacy, 
Great Canadian Dollar, Wilmot Recreation Centre, 
Pizza Arca, Old Country Restaurant, TLC Pet Food

Tavistock
Double D's Restaurant, D&D Homestyle Cuisine, Tim 

Hortons, Hasty Market, Sam's Independent
Quehl's Restaurant, IDA Pharmacy, Shell Gas, Library,

Tavistock Arena, Scotia Bank

Wellesley
Pym's, Schmidt's Bulk Pantry, Cook's Pharmacy

Schmidtsville Restaurant, Wellesley Service
Shakespeare

Shakespeare Brewery, Shakespeare Variety

St. Agatha
Pfennings Store, Hasty Market

Petersburg
Petro Canada Gas Bar

Stratford
Food Basics, Sobeys, No Frills, Klomps Home & Garden

Baden
Tim Hortons, Circle K, Subway, Mars Variety,

Baden Coffee Company, Pharmacy in Baden Plaza

New Dundee
New Dundee Village Market
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WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S
All are welcome
Service led by Rev Marg Smith
Music by Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Pastor Steve Hoffard 
Church Office 519-655-2372
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Interim Pastor Harold Schlegel.
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am, 
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship 
service.

Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario
Questions or Need Help?
Text or Call: (519) 655-2413
tavistockbc.org
Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer
Regular Services 2pm

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Pastor Hugh Rutledge 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

BIRTHDAYS ANDBIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIES
BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES
BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES

Does someone in your family have a special day coming up? Let us know 
at thewtgazette@gmail.com to appear in our Birthdays and Anniversaries 
listing or to arrange for a special announcement ad. 

June 27: Happy birthday to Morgan Young (12) and Matthew 
Clemmer, and anniversaries for Myron and Kelly Yantzi (43rd), 
and Brian and Heidi Wagler (32nd).

June 28: Happy birthday to Blakely Griffi (7), and 
anniversaries for Ron and Lyla Becker (56th), Keith and Kathy 
Bell (21st), and David and Katherine Adams (16th).

June 29: Happy birthday to Jaxon McOrmand (11), Austin 
McOrmand (11), Rowan Bartlett (16), and Simon Bender.

June 30: Happy birthday to Rhys Martin (7), Oakland Pavey 
(8), Lauryn Baechler (21) and Rose Danen.

July 1: Happy birthday to Brayden Nanasi (9), Garrett Yantzi 
(10), Darcy Zehr (14), Macauley Seip (20) and Ray Oesch.

July 2: Happy birthday to Mary Kropf, and anniversaries for 
Jerry and Tara Murray (19th), and Drew and Steph Hallman 
(19th).

July 3: Happy birthday to Hailey Lupton (16) and Belle Houle 
(19), and anniversary for Bob and Marilyn Zehr.

By Jake Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

June 25- July 2, 2014, Edition (10 years 
ago)

Four East Zorra-Tavistock residents 
were honored with 2014 Senior of the 
Year Awards at the annual Seniors’ Pic-
nic held in the Tavistock Memorial Hall 
on Wednesday, June 18, 2014. Frank and 
Kaye Bickle, William R. Wettlaufer and 
Steve Cahill were all recognized for their 
volunteer work and dedication to the 
community.

It was eggs-actly what the Huron Perth 
Eat and Learn program needed. The Egg 
Farmers of Ontario cooked up a $10,000 
cheque for their program through their 
annual Eggs Factor colouring contest. For 
each online contest submission, the Egg 
Farmers donate the farm value of one 
dozen eggs to an Ontario school nutrition 
program. This year, more than 4,500 en-
tries were received. 

After winning the Mitchell tournament 
earlier this month, the Tavistock Squirt 
Boys (2002’s) competed in their second 
tournament of the year this past weekend 
in Innerkip. Tavistock dominated their 
way to the finals and captured the tour-
nament championship in a 15-8 win over 
Innerkip. 

Approximately 1,500 people attended the 
third annual Firestone Bigfoot Monster 
Truck event outside of Baden on June 21, 
2014. The event raised over $5,600 for the 
Canadian Children’s Optimist Foundation. 

June 23-30, 2004, Edition (20 years ago)

There are survivors and there are those 
surviving. Both came together last Fri-

day in Woodstock for the fifth annual 
Oxford County Branch of the Canadian 
Cancer Society’s Relay for Life. Over 200 
survivors of cancer and 900 participants 
joined in the laps for a 12-hour marathon 
of hope that raised $12,000 for cancer re-
search.

About 200 residents of the community 
were welcomed to the annual Senior’s 
Picnic held at the Tavistock Memorial 
Hall last Wednesday afternoon. The event 
organized by Mayor McKay offered old 
and familiar tunes, entertainment and 
raised over $2,000 for cancer research. 

The sign belonging to the Best Little Pork 
Shoppe, Shakespeare, disappeared over-
night on June 14. Perth County OPP were 
called to report the theft at the shop lo-
cated at the east end of the village. The 
following day, the owners received a call 
from Niagara Falls stating a resident 
found it in their garage. The sign was 
promptly returned. 

In Monday night’s federal election, the 
Liberal Party under Prime Minister Paul 
Martin was given a minority government 
with 135 seats. Conservative Leader Ste-
phen Harper will form the opposition 
with 99 seats, followed by the Bloc Que-
becois with 54 and NDP with 19.

Tavistock Optimist Park’s wheelchair ac-
cessible playground and new equipment 
for preschool and primary age children is 
now complete. 

June 27- July 4, 1984, Edition (40 years 
ago)

Just good honest sweat dominated the 
first annual Ball Hockey Tournament or-
ganized by the Tavistock Royals Interme-
diate Hockey Club executive on the week-
end. The New Hamburg Sparrows were 
the championship team.

Bell Canada paid more than $80,500 in 

taxes to East Zorra township in 1983 as a 
result of telecommunications operations 
in Tavistock and other exchanges in the 
area. In addition, Bell spent more than 
$187,000 in 1983 to maintain and upgrade 
telephone service in the exchange.

June 23-30, 1964, Edition (60 years ago)

A well-known girl’s drum corps will be 
one of the feature bands at Tavistock’s 
annual band tattoo the night of Wednes-
day, July 22. The corps of that of St. John’s 
College, Brantford, which first entered 
competition in 1956 and were consistent 
runners-up for six years, and then in 1962 
won the Canadian Girls Championship 
and repeated the victory in 1963.

An air landing strip to accommodate two 
private planes is being built on a 200-
acre property west of Woodstock on Gov-
ernor’s Road by a Woodstock man. The 
landing strip, 250 feet wide and over half 
mile long, will take up 11 acres.

A severe wind, electrical and rainstorm 
slashed its way across western Ontario 
last Tuesday afternoon leaving a patch-
work pattern of wreckage and chaos, 
flooding and personal injury. 

The Ontario Wheat Producers Marketing 
Board has announced that board deduc-
tions on all marketings of 1964 new crop 
Ontario wheat will be 16 cents per bushel. 
The new deduction rate is six more cents 
per bushel more than the rate in effect 
since establishment of the board in 1958. 
The new rate will come into effect July 1 
and will continue through to the end of 
the marketing year June 30, 1965.

Twenty-One children attending Tavistock 
Public School during the term which con-
cluded Friday had a perfect attendance 
record. 

The Old Gazettes

The Wilmot-Tavistock 
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1. Who is the small yellow bird from 
Peanuts?

2. Who wrote the satirical essay “A 
Modest Proposal”?

3. What football league does Christiano 
Ronaldo currently play in?

4. What day of the week did the Romans 
call dies solis?

5. What does VHS stand for?
6. What is the longest day of the year 

called?
7. Which country is nicknamed the sugar 

bowl of the world?
8. The art of folding paper is known as 

what?
9. What was the first Netflix show to win 

an Emmy?
10. How many stomachs does a cow have?

Answers found on page 30
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of the passing of Development Charge By-Law
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the County of Oxford 
passed development charge by-law No. 6639-2024 on 
the 12th day of June, 2024, under section 2 (1) of the 
Development Charges Act, 1997, S.O., 1997 c. 27, as 
amended;

AND TAKE NOTICE that any person or organization may 
appeal to the Local Planning Tribunal under section 14 of 
the Act, in respect of the development charge by-law, by 
filing with the Clerk on or before the 22nd of July, 2024, 
a notice of appeal setting out the objection to the by-law 
and the reasons supporting the objection.

The charges in the aforementioned by-law will apply to all 
new residential and non-residential development, subject 
to certain terms, conditions and limited exemptions as 
identified therein. 
 
County-wide development charges are levied against 
new development to pay for the increased capital costs 
related to the provision of such municipal services as 
library, ambulance services, growth-related studies, 
waste diversion, long-term care and services related to 
a highway. Schedule 1 sets out the development charge 
rates applicable throughout the County.  

Area-specific development charges related to the 
provision of water and wastewater servicing apply to 
the specified areas of Woodstock, Tillsonburg, Ingersoll, 
Plattsville, Drumbo, Tavistock, Innerkip, Norwich, 
Thamesford, Embro and Mt. Elgin. All area-specific 
charges are listed in Schedule 2. 

Key maps are not set out in this notice as the details 
and scale of such maps would be difficult to reproduce 
in an accurate and legible form. Map schedules for each 
applicable service area are attached to the by-law on the 
County’s website. 

The development charges imposed under the by-
law, which came into effect on June 13, 2024, are 
calculated and payable on the date of building permit 
issuance.

Copies of the complete development charge by-law are 
available for examination during regular business hours 
(weekdays from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) in the offices of 
the County located at 21 Reeve Street, Woodstock, and 
on the website at www.oxfordcounty.ca. 

For further information, please contact the Clerk’s Office 
at 519-539-0015, ext. 3001.

Chloe J. Senior
County Clerk, Oxford County 
clerksoffice@oxfordcounty.ca
21 Reeve Street, P.O. Box 1614
Woodstock, Ontario N4S 7Y3

Schedule 1 – County-wide Development Charge Rates
RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS1 NON-RESIDENTIAL2

Service 
Component

Single 
Detached 
& Semi 
Detached

APARTMENTS
Other 
Multiples

$/sq m 
of Gross 
Floor 
Area

Per bed 
for Farm 
Bunk 
Houses

Per 
Wind 
Turbine

2-Bedroom 
& Larger

Bachelor & 
1-Bedroom

Services related 
to a highway 4,462 2,541 1,613 3,159 16.16 1,430 4,462

Waste diversion 139 79 50 98 - - -

Ambulance 
services 58 33 21 41 0.21 19 58

Long-term care 1,857 1,057 671 1,314 - - -

Growth-Related 
services 141 80 51 100 0.33 45 141

Library Service1 1,556 886 563 1,102 0.86 499 -

Total $8,213 $4,676 $2,969 $5,814 $17.56 $1,993 $4,661

1 The charge for library is not applicable in Woodstock     2 Industrial buildings exempt

Schedule 2 – Area-Specific Development Charge Rates
RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS1 NON-RESIDENTIAL2

Area Service
Single  
Detached 
& Semi 
Detached

APARTMENTS
Other 
Multiples

$/sq m of 
Floor Area

Per bed for 
Farm Bunk 
Houses

2-Bedroom 
& Larger

Bachelor & 
1-Bedroom

Woodstock Water $3,348 $1,737 $1,103 $2,200 $17.96 $1,073
Wastewater $3,534 $1,834 $1,165 $2,322 $19.24 $1,133

Tillsonburg Water $6,401 $4,087 $2,595 $5,102 $42.46 $2,052
Wastewater $1,309 $ 836 $ 531 $ 1,043 $ 7.43 $ 420

Ingersoll Water $ 5,819 $3,491 $2,217 $4,359 $13.57 $1,865
Wastewater $8,966 $5,380 $3,416 $6,716 $31.84 $2,874

Plattsville Water $5,139 $2,843 $1,806 $3,549 $24.63 $1,647
Wastewater $6,771 $3,746 $2,379 $4,677 $10.82 $2,170

Drumbo Water $2,390 $1,323 $840 $1,651 $4.94 $766
Wastewater $31,003 $17,153 $10,893 $21,414 $97.87 $9,937

Tavistock Water $7,325 $4,181 $2,655 $5,219 $26.27 $2,348
Wastewater $33,029 $18,851 $11,971 $23,534 $95.40 $10,586

Innerkip Water $156 $89 $56 $111 $0.98 $50
Wastewater $16,198 $9,245 $5,871 $11,542 $63.41 $5,192

Norwich Water $3,926 $2,165 $1,375 $2,703 $11.82 $1,258
Wastewater $6,060 $3,343 $2,123 $4,173 $37.98 $1,942

Thamesford Water $3,586 $2,114 $1,343 $2,640 $22.95 $1,149
Wastewater $9,156 $5,399 $3,429 $6,740 $26.64 $2,935

Embro
Water $2,706 $1,596 $1,013 $1,992 $6.70 $867
Wastewater $7,860 $4,634 $2,943 $5,786 $8.84 $2,519

Mount Elgin
Water $3,398 $1,619 $1,028 $2,021 $6.98 $1,089
Wastewater $11,736 $5,592 $3,551 $6,982 $26.78 $3,762

1 For exemptions that may apply, check applicable by-laws    2 Industrial buildings exempt
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TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of East Zorra-Tavistock passed By-law #2024-
21 on the 5th day of June, 2024, and By-law #2024-25 (to amend By-law #2024-21) on the 19th 
day of June, 2024, both under Section 2(1) of the Development Charges Act, 1997, as 
amended;  

AND TAKE NOTICE that any person or organization may appeal to the Ontario Land Tribunal 
(OLT) under section 14 of the Act, in respect of By-law #2024-21 by filing with the Clerk of the 
Township of East Zorra-Tavistock on or before the 15th day of July, 2024, a notice of appeal 
setting out the objection to the By-law, the reasons supporting the objection and must be 
accompanied by the prescribed fee.   

The schedule of development charges imposed under By-law #2024-21, which came into effect 
as of June 13, 2024, is as follows: 

 
The schedule of development charges imposed under By-law #2024-25 replaces the schedule 
of charges under By-Law #2024-21.  These charges came into effect on as of June 20, 2024, 
and are as follows: 

 
The lands to which the By-laws apply include all lands within the corporate limits of the 
Township of East Zorra-Tavistock.  

By-laws #2024-21 and #2024-25 are available for examination at the Township of East Zorra-
Tavistock Administration Building, 89 Loveys Street, Hickson, Ontario, during regular office 
hours, or by contacting Township Clerk Will Jaques at wjaques@ezt.ca  

Dated at Hickson, Ontario this 20th day of June, 2024.  

 
Will Jaques 
Clerk 
Township of East Zorra-Tavistock 

By Connor Luczka

Any local fans of Anne of Green Gables 
won’t have to drive halfway across the 
country to see her for very much longer.

Starting Canada Day, they can find 
Anne Shirley just down the road from 
Shakespeare, teaching in a one-room 
schoolhouse like how she did in L. M. 
Montgomery’s book series.

Siobhan Anastasia Molson-Kelly will be 
playing the eponymous Shirley at the 
Brocksden School museum, located on 
Perth Line 37 in Perth East. 

When asked if preparing for the role of 
Shirley made her an Anne of Green Gables 
expert, Molson-Kelly shook her head. 

“Absolutely not,” Molson-Kelly said. “I 
read the books when I was a kid. I've re-
read the first and second book recently.

“I prefer improv,” Shirley said, when asked 
about how difficult it is to embody some-
one from a different life that everyone 
knows so much about. “If I say it confi-
dently, I’ll probably be okay – and if I’m 
incorrect, I’m sure that a diehard fan will 
make sure to let me know.”

Her 45-minute performances will happen 
at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. and will be an open 
house so people can pop in and leave as 
they see fit. It’s also going to be an inter-
active show with Molson-Kelly assuring 
that if people don’t interact with her, that’s 
okay, but she would prefer it if those in at-
tendance ask questions and interact with 
her.

Molson-Kelly would not describe herself 

as an actress per se, though said she has 
experiences working in education at a 
university and museums, so when she saw 
the job listing on kijiji for an actress, she 
nevertheless thought it would be a perfect 
fit.  

The Brocksden School is a one-room 
schoolhouse that started in 1853 and shut 
down in 1967. After it stopped operating 
as a school, it continued its legacy in ed-
ucation, becoming a museum, remaining 
one of the last and oldest schoolhouses of 
its kind in Perth County.

Anne of Green Gables doesn’t have a di-
rect connection with the school, other than 
it being a similar space to what she would 
have taught in, but she did attend Queen’s 
University here in Ontario, so that is con-
nection enough, Molson-Kelly joked. 

Scott Campbell, chair of the museum’s 
board, said many people in the area have 
a history with the school, including him-
self. One of his distant relatives, Mabel 
Campbell, is even in an old class photo-
graph on the wall of the museum, circa. 
1909. 

“We just live a mile and a half away from 
here,” Campbell said. “My father, my 
grandfather was here – my great grandfa-
ther – … so I've got a lot of history at this 
(school).”  

The Anne Shirley performance is an effort 
to revitalize the museum and spread the 
word on it being a resource for schools, 
parents and anyone interested in history, 
local or otherwise. 

On June 23, the museum also hosted a 

hymn sing where about 50 people came 
out for a non-denominational reading and 
sing, but so far, the Shirley performances 
and the sing are the only things planned 
for this summer. 

In an effort to revitalize, Campbell said 
the board is open to further ideas as well. 

“We’re open to some really good ideas 
as to what we can do with this museum,” 
Campbell said.

Anne of Green Gables comes to Perth County with 
museum performances

Siobhan Anastasia Molson-Kelly sitting as Anne Shirley at her desk at the Brocksden 
School Museum. Molson-Kelly will be playing the titular character of the Anne of Green 
Gables book series starting on July 1 in interactive performances at the museum. Photo by 
Connor Luczka

Real Estate and Contents Auction

Selling on behalf of Delores McLeod and the late Don McLeod the real property
located at 3124 Line 29, Perth East on Saturday July 27th at 10 am.  Property to be
sold by public auction to the highest bidder (subject to Seller approval).

Real Estate
Subject consists of a two-storey dwelling on a half acre lot fronting on a paved Township Road within two
miles of the City of Stratford.  There is an attached garage and a detached workshop previously used as a
woodworking shop.  Other features include two propane gas fireplaces, woodstove, back up generator, central
air, central vac, spacious principal rooms, mature landscaped lot.

Contents for Sale
Simplicity Colt ZT 2352 zero turn riding lawnmower (650.9 hours), Ingersoll 6018 Utility Tractor with bucket
(1244 hours), Ingersoll HT41 Rototiller, Simplicity 4 x 4 garden tractor (577.9 hours), front mount snowblower,
Generac single phase 20 kw generator; quantity of woodworking equipment including:  General lathe Model
160, Craftsman Bandsaw, Rockwell radial saw, Sprunger 6” jointer, King Sander, Makita 10” and 14” saws,
assorted quantities of wood and veneers, quantity of assorted smalls.

Terms of Sale:  Full terms of sale are available by contacting 
Brent Shackleton, Broker of Record/Auctioneer 
at 519-275-0762 or  email:  brent@shackletons.ca    

Photos and Virtual House Tour visit:
 www.shackletons.ca

BRENT SHACKLETON 
Real Estate Broker of Record /  Auctioneer
With 40 years of Experience
Cell    (519)275-0762
Office (519) 271-2646
Email:  brent@shackletons.ca
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Businesses, organizations and residents 
of New Hamburg celebrated Pride Month 
in many different ways this month. Here 
is a selection of photos from one of our 

readers that show just a few of them.

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette is proud to 
celebrate Pride Month. Happy Pride!

New Hamburg celebrates Pride Month

The historic waterwheel in downtown New Hamburg was lit up at night in changing, rain-
bow colours during Pride Month.

Zion United Church flew the Pride Progress 
flag with the slogan, “Every One Is Welcome 
Here,” on it.

A Pride heart sticker was stuck to the curb 
outside the New Hamburg Post Office for all 
to see and appreciate.

The owners of Meme’s Café & Food Shop 
hung a Pride Progress flag inside their store 
for the month of June.

Trinty Lutheran Church, the Interfaith Coun-
selling Centre and Community Care Con-
cepts also flew the Pride Progress flag.
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By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
Reporter

Oxford County is launching a public-aware-
ness campaign about the risks of abandoned 
oil and gas wells and the provincial program 
available to help landowners identify and plug 
old wells to help keep communities safe. 

The county is drawing on $105,000 in funding 
from the Government of Ontario for the cam-
paign, including educational materials and 
emergency response support. They include 
road-closure trailers, supplies for emergency 
reception centres and hazard-specific emer-
gency response plans for abandoned oil and 
gas wells.

“The Government of Ontario supports munic-
ipalities in taking a proactive approach to this 
issue. Through public education and aware-
ness, we can help landowners identify wheth-
er they could have an abandoned well on their 
property, understand the risks and take the 
proper measures to ensure the safety of them-
selves, their family and the public,” said Ryan 
Hall, director of Oxford’s Paramedic Services.   

Across Ontario, there are approximately 
27,000 records of oil and gas wells no longer 
in production, many of them on private lands 
in southwestern Ontario. According to data 
from the Ontario Oil, Gas and Salt Resources 
Library, there are an estimated 500 abandoned 
oil and gas wells on rural properties in Oxford 
County. The group’s website offers a search-
able map to check the locations of abandoned 
wells.

Hall said the ministry is partnering with up-
per-tier governments like the county to get the 
word out.

“(We want) to bring local awareness about oil 
and gas wells and to help local municipalities 
prepare for the worst-case scenario like they 
had down in Wheatley a couple of years ago.”

Seven people were sent to hospital and two 
buildings were destroyed in the Chatham-
Kent municipality when an explosion rocked 
its downtown core in 2022, just over an hour 
after high readings of hydrogen sulphide were 
recorded. It was believed to be caused by an 
abandoned gas well.

“The overall goal is to prevent another 
Wheatley incident. Much of our activity is 
about informing landowners. When owner-
ship changes hands, you may not know there 
is one on your property that may have or may 
not have been plugged and abandoned,” Hall 
said.

He added people should be aware of poten-
tial hazards on their property and one of the 
factors that led to the Wheatley situation was 
nobody knew the infrastructure was in the 
ground and they built on top of it. 

“That’s what we are trying to prevent. No one 
will be building structures in the middle of 
farmland, but over time, if there is infrastruc-
ture and the wells aren’t plugged correctly, 

there could be potential secondary impacts.”

Hall explained there could be chemicals 
seeping into the land, potential groundwater 
contamination and tripping and fall hazards. 
Anyone who discovers an unplugged well on 
their property should have it inspected and 
apply for funding to take care of it. 

“When we found out these things were all 
over the place it was a real eye-opener for us. 
If landowners know they have one, I would 
encourage them to do a cursory check for any 
bad smells. If they have any concerns, contact 
the ministry.”

EZT Mayor Phil Schaefer said he encourag-
es people to utilize the resources available to 
them. 

“I was quite surprised when I learned about 
the amount of abandoned gas and oil wells, not 
only in Oxford County but provincewide. My 
main message would be that landowners with 
these wells must have them professionally 
plugged and that they should avail themselves 
of resources being provided by the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and/or Oxford County.”

If you aren’t sure you have an uncapped well 
on your property, an interactive map is avail-
able at https://maps.ogsrlibrary.com/.

The funding from the province is flowing only 
to the county itself and not the lower-tier gov-
ernments such as East Zorra-Tavistock. 

The following signs could indicate the pres-
ence of an abandoned well, especially if the 
property is in a former or current oil- and 
gas-producing area:

• farm properties with multiple farmsteads, 
abandoned land or structures, uncultivated 
sites or sinking land; 

• areas with different or stunted vegetation, 

compacted trails or sites, oil residue, or 
abandoned drilling pads;

• areas with soil staining for vegetation die-
off caused by leaking wells; 

• a rotten-egg smell caused by hydrogen sul-
phide, a poisonous gas; and

• natural gas bubbling or oil odours in well 
water. 

Abandoned wells can pose risks to human 
health and the environment, including: 

• poisoning from hydrogen sulphide gas 
(with a rotten-egg smell) that may be re-
leased from a leaking well;

• flammable or combustible environments 
inside buildings caused by the release of 
methane;

• tripping or collision hazards caused by sink-
ing ground over existing or mined caverns;

• fires or spills caused by blowouts, the un-
controlled release of oil or gas; and

• contaminated soil or groundwater.

Landowners may qualify for financial support 
through the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry’s Abandoned Works Program. If you 
suspect an abandoned well on your property, 
contact the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry Petroleum Operations Section via 
email at posrecords@ontario.ca or by phone at 
519-873-4634. 

Find more information about legacy oil and 
gas wells at www.oxford72hours.ca. 

EZT and area municipalities raising awareness of 
abandoned oil and gas wells

An image showing the locations of abandoned oil and gas wells in the area from https://
maps.ogsrlibrary.com/

Contact Sharon Leis

Take your business
to the next level!
WE CAN HELP!

ADVERTISE
WITH US

Call 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL sharonbleis@gmail.com | THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

CHECK OUT OUR REDESIGNED WEBSITE AT: 
HTTPS://WWW.GRANTHAVEN.COM/

WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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By Gary West

There are many different forms of 
artwork in all shapes and sizes, but 
the carver kings of Shakespeare can 
make a log of wood or the trunk of 
a tree come alive just like an artist 
can make a canvas come alive with 
paint.

Paul and Jacob Frenette, the father-
and-son team, are considered two 
of the best as extreme-sport chain-
saw sculptors.

They compete in competitions all 
over the world and put on chainsaw 
shows at various events including 
fairs and exhibitions across Canada.

Paul Frenette has been carving for 
over 15 years and ranks in the top 
10 carvers in Canada and the top 5 
per cent in the world.

He has competed and won or placed 
in worldclass competitions with the 
best of the best. He was also a TV 
personality on the TV show spinoff 
of Timber Kings – Carver Kings on 
HGTV and SAW Dogs on OLN.

Last week, Paul Frenette was the 
guest speaker with the Shakespeare 
Optimist Club and told members 
how his upper-body and arm mus-
cles need to be in good shape to be 
able to handle a chainsaw and carve 
out artistic works of all kinds.

He says he has 20 saws in his shop 
and uses all sizes and shapes, 
and makes sure the saws he uses 
are always sharpened and in top 
condition.

The carver kings of 
Shakespeare

Local carver Paul Frenette is flanked by Richard 
Smelski (left) and Shakespeare Optimist president 
Mike McNeil (right) who thanked him for his talk 
on being one of the top chainsaw sculptors in the 
world.

Paul Frenette relaxes in his Shakespeare showroom where he has a number of his sculp-
tures and carved benches on display.

A look at the sculptured bears that help Paul Fre-
nette welcome visitors to his Main Street shop in 
Shakespeare.

By Oxford County Library staff

Amal El-Mohtar and Max Gladstone’s 
epistolary romance novel is a triumph of 
creativity and style.

Follow the journeys of Red and Blue 
through time, realities and space as they 
carry out a vicious war for their respec-
tive factions, performing cryptic actions to 
change the course of history and swinging 
the war in their favour. They taunt each 
other throughout with letters that are hid-
den in tree stumps, china shops in myth-
ical cities, in the beats of bird wings and 
unfurled flower petals.

At first, the letters mock their recipient, 
but soon those letters of taunting turn to 
teasing and familiarity. That teasing turns 
to flirtation and interest, a simultaneous 
desire to keep speaking with one anoth-
er and keep foiling each other's plots in 
hopes of reading another letter from each 
other. Finally, that flirtation turns to love, 
not before Red and Blue’s respective fac-
tions in the time war catch wind of their 
operative’s secret epistolary affairs.

By the end, the reader will be just as de-
sirous as Red and Blue are to be together. 
The twists, turns and heaping helping of 
internet culture references (like a refer-
ence to I’m Blue by Eiffel 65, which caught 

me off guard) alongside the intricately 
complex emotions and time-travelling es-
capades of this novel generate a gripping 
love story from start to finish.

Oxford County Library 
book review: This is how 
You Lose the Time War 

ONLINE
READ US

GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE/
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The Shakespeare & Community Athletic Association (SCAA) 
would sincerely like to thank our generous sponsors for 

their financial support towards the 
SCAA 77th Annual Field Day and Fish Fry.

We would also like to thank our numerous individuals 
and businesses that donated items to support and make 

our Silent Auction and Live Auction a great success.

Thank you also to our many many volunteers!

We couldn’t do it without any of you!!

• Optimist Club of Shakespeare
• Hyde Construction Limited
• Joe Bell Trucking Inc.
• Westlandyn Egg Farms
• Bruce Kropf Forestry
• Linton Window & Door Corp.
• All Shores Fencing & Deck
• Berger Plumbing
• Bulk Tech Shakespeare
• Dordan Mechanical Inc.
• Fred Schuler Family 
• Jordon Bowles Professional Corporation
• Hyde Electric Inc.
• MTE Consultants 
• MTH Contracting & Consulting Ltd. - Paul Bender
• South Easthope Mutual  Insurance Company
• Steeplehigh Farms 
• Wilhelm Concrete  
• Mark Cook Drainage Inc. 
• Rob & Linda Danen and Family (Danen Dale 

Holsteins)
• Royal Bank of Canada 

• The Shakespeare Men's Club
• Canarm Company
• Dalaine Farms - The Leis Family
• Mike Wilhelm Excavating
• Perry Wilhelm Excavating
• Reis Construction Ltd.
• Shakespeare Brewing Company
• Shakespeare Mills Inc. (S.M.I.) - Jeff Sparling
• Trouw Nutrition Yantzi's Feed
• Jeff & Ann Skubowius
• Shakespeare Variety - Sand Pebbles Corporation
• Stratford Motor Products
• Ted & Diane Danen and Family (Danesville Holsteins)
• Stonecrest Engineering
• Black Swan Brewing Company
• Chris & Janice Danen and Family (DaneHolm 

Holsteins)
• Ed & Julie Danen and Family (Danzel Holsteins) 
• It's About Thyme Landscaping
• Remax Realtor - Peter Gingerich
• Scotiabank

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative 
Reporter

Fastball fans in East Zorra-Tavistock are 
in for a rare treat when the seven-time 
ISF-WBSC World Champion New Zealand 
Black Sox play four exhibition games in 
the area next week. 

Exhibition games will take place 
on Tuesday, July 2 in Tavistock and 
Wednesday, July 3 in Hickson. A big part 
of why the team is here can be attribut-
ed to a man well-known in fastball cir-
cles across the province, Larry Lynch. The 
Kitchener native has been a key volunteer 
in the evolution and sustainability of se-
nior men’s fastball in Ontario. 

New Zealand and Canada dominated fast-
ball in the ‘80s, ‘90s and early 2000s, and 
despite a recent slump by the Black Sox, 
they are back on the world stage.

“The game has changed since then, so 
now you have teams like Argentina and 
Australia that are really strong. They’ve all 
taken advantage of playing in ISC events 
and have become the stars of the game. 
Canada is still strong, but New Zealand 
has struggled but they are on their way 
back,” said Lynch.

He has hosted tours with several nation-
al teams from across the globe in Ontario 
and he added the roots of softball are ru-
ral, something he puts at the forefront.

“No matter what was going on in the big 
city, every small town had a softball team. 
Centres that were as far apart as Hickson 
and Tavistock, for example, were fiercely 
competitive. When I bring a touring team 
in, I always take them to small towns that 
are keeping the game alive.”

Lynch added Tavistock has a great minor 
ball program and Hickson has an excel-
lent young program that is providing a 
solid feeder system for the upper eche-
lons of fastball. 

“The game is coming back at the youth 
level and we need that because a lot of 
older players are going to retire soon,” 
Lynch said. “If we don’t keep the young 
guys coming, there won’t be a game, but 
it’s still very strong among young players 
in rural Ontario.”

One of the most interesting spectacles in 
sports will be at the forefront before the 
games, and that is the haka war dance. 
The haka is a pre-match ceremony done 
by New Zealand teams, most famously by 
the All Blacks rugby team. 

“They don’t do it all the time. It’s up to the 
team captain to decide when they are go-
ing to do the haka. I have been reassured 
they are going to perform it before the 
games in Hickson and Tavistock. They do 
it mainly when they play other national 

teams,” explained Lynch. 

To view a previous version of the haka by 
the team, visit https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Etl23vc2cXw. It truly is some-
thing to view in person.

The Black Sox are no strangers to Ontario, 
having toured several times as they were 
competing in major fastball events across 
Canada. This time around, they are head-
ed to Saskatchewan to take part in a tour-
nament build-up before competing in a 
WBSC staging event held in mid-July in 
Prince Albert, B.C. It will decide spots for 
the WBSC World Series of Nations, also in 
Prince Albert next summer.

The exhibition games in Tavistock and 
Hickson will raise funds for both minor 
softball associations, and the entrance 
fee is only $5 in each location. Tickets 
are available at the gate. Local ball play-
ers will be admitted free of charge if they 
wear a team jersey.

The Black Sox will showcase members of 
the New Zealand Men's National Team 
and are led by captain Cole Evans. The 
opposition will feature some of Ontario's 
top young stars with a couple of additions 
from Australia who are playing locally this 
year.

On Tuesday night, the best young players 
in the Tavistock area will showcase many 
of the guys who were part of the National 
Championship U23 and U20 teams of 
2022. Many of these players are now on 
the Tavistock Hops team and that group 
will join a select team of local up-and-
comers who have honed their skills in the 
highly successful Tavistock Minor Softball 
system.

On Wednesday, the doubleheader will fea-
ture a team of Ontario select players in-
cluding legendary pitcher Adam Folkard 
who is living locally this summer. Both 
nights have the pre-game ceremonies at 
6:30 p.m. and game one starts at 7 p.m.

The evening will also feature an opening 
pitch from legendary centerfielder and 
Woodstock native, Brian Paton. Paton is 
Canada's most recent player elected to 
Softball Canada's Hall of Fame. He will be 
throwing to his best friend, catcher Chuck 
Hendricks, another legend in Ontario fast-
ball circles.

“Brian Paton was the longest-serving 
member of the Canadian team with 17 
years and played with the legendary 
Toronto Gators and Tampa Bay Smokers. 
He was the baseline you measured centre 
fielders with. Chuck has always been his 
best friend and they could write a book to-
gether on life on the road. Two great guys 
to have there for the first pitch.”

Food and refreshments are available from 
local service clubs at both parks.

EZT playing host to international fastball competition

PLEASE SEND YOUR

spencer.seymour88@gmail.com
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Certified Arborist
Local Tree Service 

Serving the area for 37 Years
We have a Solution

For Every Tree Situation
Tree and Stump Removal

Pruning
Lot Cleaning

Disease Diagnosis
Stump Grinding

Crane Service
And so much more!!

24 Hours/7 Days a Week
Ayr ON

Call 519-572-9720
or Email 

newton.fourseasons@gmail.com

ERNIE HARDEMAN
MPP - Oxford

ernie.hardemanco@pc.ola.org
519-537-5222 • 1-800-265-4046

This July 1st,  
let’s celebrate  
our great country.

HAPPY 
CANADA DAY!

By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Tavistock Athletics U20 team was one of four 
to compete in the annual Jamie Boyd Memorial 
Tournament last weekend.

The event was a four-team round-robin with each 
team playing one game Friday night and two on 
Saturday with the semi-finals and final Sunday af-
ternoon. Rostock defeated Plattsville in the cham-
pionship game 4-3 in extra innings. 

“There was actually a decent turnout of local peo-
ple from Tavistock who came to watch the champi-
onship even though we weren’t playing in it. The 
support the town showed to the Boyd was amazing 
to see,” said Tavistock coach McGreggor Ramseyer.

The Athletics lost their three round-robin games 
but played better in a 6-0 loss to Rostock in a 
semi-final matchup.

“We had trouble getting hits, but our pitcher Grady 
Ryksen threw fantastic for us and kept the game 
scoreless for the first three innings despite our 
troubles putting many hits together. We played 
great defensively in the semi-final as well, so the 
coaching staff is hoping that's a sign of good things 
to come,” explained Ramseyer.

In past years, Tavistock Minor Baseball has run this 
tournament with five or six teams but due to fac-
tors out of their control, the field was limited to four 
teams this year. 

“We hope there will continue to be interest from 
our neighbouring centres in attending this tourna-
ment next year and we can increase the number of 
teams back to five or six. The OASA Eliminations 
are almost always in early July, so this tournament 
works out to be a great tune-up event for most 
teams to prepare.”

That tournament is set for July 5-7 in Cobourg 
which will determine what teams represent Ontario 
at the Canadian Championships in August.

The Jamie Boyd Memorial Tournament was orga-
nized by the Tavistock Minor Ball Association's ex-
ecutive committee with help from the head of the 
group’s tournament committee, Jeff Roth.

Ramseyer added a special thank you to Dennis 
Roth who organized the umpires for the weekend 
and the U15 Athletics who volunteered all weekend 
to maintain the diamonds and keep the large water 
jugs on the benches filled with cold water and ice 
for the teams.

“Dave Nahrgang, Corey McCann and Keith Zehr 
scheduled the U15 players in shifts and kept other 
volunteers organized during the weekend and they 
deserve a lot of credit too.”

There was an opening ceremony on Saturday 
morning where the four teams were joined on the 
diamond by Boyd's family – his wife, Tracey, son, 
Tye, daughter, Shelbie Hale, and son-in-law, Jordan 
Hale, along with granddaughters Layla and Darla.

Jamie Boyd Memorial tournament held in Tavistock

Tavistock Athletics U20 player Justin Roth stands beside Jamie Boyd's 
granddaughter, Layla Hayle. Laya threw out the ceremonial first pitch to 
Roth as part of the Jamie Boyd Memorial Tournament’s opening cere-
monies. Contributed photo

U10 Boys earn Bronze at 
regional tournament

The U10 Royal Blue Boys Wilmot District Soccer League team have gotten off to a fantastic 
start to their season, boasting a record of six wins and one loss. The team also placed third 
in a regional tournament over the June 22-23 weekend. Pictured in the front row, from left to 
right, are Owen McInnis, Hudson Ceaser, Kayo Kimpinski, Hunter, Mason Macdonald, and 
Andrew Roy. In the back row, from left, are coach Brent Taylor, Jacob Desjardins, Dominic 
Liscombe, Joel Kox, Ethan Szusz, Julius M-T, Mason Taylor, Alexander Farkas, and coach 
Justin Taylor. Contributed photo
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By Lee Griffi, Local Journalism Initiative reporter

The past couple of weekends have seen some amaz-
ing results for the Wilmot ACES swim club.

At the Festivals Championships in Etobicoke, six 
members of the ACES competed at the U12 Ontario 
championship meet.

Leading the  way was recently turned 11-year-old 
Vasyl Kruypnin, who has been putting up top-10 
performance times in Canada over the past two 
years. Vasyl set new club records in the 200 breast-
stroke, 200 individual and 400 individual medley. 
He took home an incredible two silver and three 
bronze medals 

Not to be outdone, 11-year-old Anna MacDonald, 
who has also been putting up times in the top 10 
in Canada for over a year, set new club records in 
three events. Anna won two silvers and two bronze 
medals.

The ACES finished the meet in 17th place overall 
out of over 70 teams.

The second meet held in Markham saw four Aces 
competing for a last-chance opportunity to qualify 
for the Ontario Swimming Championships in early 
July.

Leading the ACES was 14-year-old Grace Bach who 
qualified for the first time in the 100 fly by winning 
the event with a new club record. She added a sec-
ond gold and a bronze. 

Fifteen-year-old Austin Heinbuch qualified in the 
400 individual medley with a third-place finish. He 
added a second bronze medal at the event. Bailey 
Ewanchuk and Tess Weyers also qualified to com-
pete at the provincials.

The team finished 40th out of over 70 teams. The 
ACES have three more meets left before they wrap 
up the season.

Wilmot ACES complete successful weekend 
tournament

Grace Bach shows off one of her medals from a recent competi-
tion. Contributed photos

Anna MacDonald (left) and Vasyl Kruypnin (right) had some 
great success at a recent meet in Etobicoke. 

Iceland Northern LightsIceland Northern Lights
and Golden Circleand Golden Circle

October 7-13, 2025

GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY
HOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVEL

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
 TICO #50025796
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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK: Getting to know the community – 
one of the best parts of my job

As a journalist, I’ve had the op-
portunity to work in more than 

a dozen different communities 
over the course of my 10-year 
career.

While working in each of those 
villages, towns and cities, my job 
provided me with an inside look 
at how each community func-
tions, I’ve been introduced to 
residents from all walks of life 
and I’ve been able to share sto-
ries about the local issues, ini-
tiatives, projects and individual 
accomplishments that make each 
community vibrant and unique.

I have to say, getting to know a 
new community is among the 

parts of my job I enjoy most.

Having taken over as editor of 
the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette 
only six short months ago, get-
ting to know the communities in 
our coverage area – from Wilmot 
and Wellesley to New Dundee, 
Tavistock and everywhere in be-
tween – has been an absolute joy.

Everyone I’ve met has been 
friendly, helpful and downright 
eager to support our efforts to 
cover the news and sports that 
matter most to them.

From putting together this year’s 
heritage edition and meeting the 

legendary, late Ernie Ritz, and 
having the chance to visit and 
learn about unique local farms 
like The Tavistock Hop Com-
pany and Nith Valley Apiaries 
for our farm edition to getting 
to know the students and staff 
at Waterloo-Oxford Secondary 
School and meeting all the won-
derful business owners I’ve had 
a chance to visit for our Shop 
Local profiles, I’m slowly broad-
ening my understanding of the 
communities that make up the 
Wilmot-Tavistock area.

While it may be taking more time 
for me to get to know these com-

munities than it has taken me in 
previous jobs as I split my time 
between the Gazette, the Strat-
ford Times and the St. Marys In-
dependent, I am no less grateful 
for all the wonderful people I’ve 
met and the warm welcome I’ve 
received since January.

So, thank you, readers, for help-
ing me feel as if I’m a part of your 
communities even though I still 
live in Stratford (don’t hold that 
against me). And thank you for 
continuing to support local news. 

We can’t do this without you.

By Galen Simmons
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By Lorna Jean Edmonds, guest columnist

Am I mistaken or have many tradition-
ally rural ridings and the counties, cities 
and communities within them more re-
cently evolved into something different? 
Look around you – are your neighbours 
the same? Are the shops the same? Are 
the services – roads, schools, health care 
– the same, better or worse? What about 
the environment and the arable land for 
farming? What has changed and what has 
stayed the same? 

I am referring to the communities and 
their ridings which not so long ago were 
truly rural but are now feeling a shift. 
These ridings were not caught up in 
the immediate tentacles of the Toronto, 
Ottawa, London and their major highway 
lineal reach that led to widespread devel-
opments and urban sprawl. These repre-
sent the bastion of rural ridings with cities 
that garner populations historically of less 
than 200,000, like Kingston and its riding, 
Kingston and the Islands, and some with-
out even a city larger than 20,000 popula-
tion like its neighbor, my riding of Lanark-
Frontenac-Kingston. Perth-Wellington, 
Simcoe North and Stormont-Dundas-
Glengarry are other examples and there 
are many more!

In 2020, I moved full time to a rural com-
munity in South Frontenac. Quite frankly, 
I knew very little about rural living and 
its livelihood. It’s magical yet it too has its 
limitations. It’s expensive. Energy is costly 
and, for too many, reliable high-speed in-
ternet is still out of reach. You want to buy 

local, but food can be pricey. Just buying 
the basics in supplies and tools I needed 
to purchase can be arduous unless I (ab)
used the luxury of Amazon for even some 
of the little things. Being a farmer and 
keeping your farm in the family, or at all, is 
getting harder and harder. Urban creep is 
seriously stretching municipal infrastruc-
ture – water, sewers, roads and community 
and emergency services to mention a few. 

As many rural Ontario ridings become a 
mixture of rural and urban-like commu-
nities with people who have lived here all 
their lives to newcomers from near and 
far, life and their livelihoods are changing. 
The newbies are commuter families, re-
tired people and tele-workers who choose 
to reside outside of a major city or move 
for financial and lifestyle reasons. They 
are joining families who have resided in 
rural Ontario for many years, if not centu-
ries. By virtue of moving in together, they 
collectively bring a new set of wants and 
needs. The landscape has changed. These 
ridings are no longer what we think of as 
traditionally rural and much more of a 
melange of the rural and the urban. 

Just look at the changes in size and de-
mography of a number of our small towns 
like Carleton Place. Sprawling and diver-
sifying suburbs are surrounding long-
standing communities; further redefining 
the traditions and cultures of predomi-
nantly farming, natural reserves, lakes, 
parks, small towns and villages. As an 
Ottawa commuter and tele-working city, 
Carleton Place, for example, has become 

bigger and more diverse. It is one of the 
fastest-growing communities in Canada. 
Innovation with new businesses and bou-
tiques are drawn to these emerging com-
munities from both a price-sensitive per-
spective and new families to serve. With 
the high cost of living of recent years, sad-
ly, the demand for food banks and afford-
able housing is daunting coupled with the 
continued inability to access basic health 
care, rehabilitation and social services in 
a clinic/centre or at home in typical of ru-
ral ridings. This is not to mention the cost 
to the environment in terms of the use 
of fossil fuels, loss of arable land and the 
generation of excessive waste, particularly 
plastic. 

We have critical needs in basic public 
infrastructure and a changing popula-
tion of aging people with disabilities, and 
Indigenous communities and those with 
young families. Farming is essential to 
our livelihood as is welcoming new im-
migrants. Our economy and tax base must 
grow to support these changes by invest-
ing in innovation, jobs and supporting new 
residents, and it needs to do so while nav-
igating the mitigation of climate change, 
food and housing security, and sustaining 
our agricultural lands, parks and natural 
resources. The fabric and landscape of 
these distinct communities across Ontario 
have changed. 

Recognizing this, how do we wish to move 
forward? A key step is to relook at who 
and what we are and call it what it is – the 
fusion of ruralites with urbanites into the 

“rurbanization” of these regions and com-
munities. Perhaps it’s no longer rural but 
“Rurban Living.”

If so, then new thinking and leadership 
strategies with a rurban framework is 
needed. I love living here, but unless we 
speak loud and clear to our new reality, 
our livelihood will, in time, come at a price. 
No plan is a plan and inaction will result 
in some grim realities. Let’s start to advo-
cate even more than we are now for criti-
cal investments that align with our rurban 
needs and will sustain and enhance the 
richness these ridings must continue to 
offer. Where we live is pretty special!

Let’s start a conversation about your 
thoughts about “rurban” living? Please 
take a moment to complete this three-min-
ute survey by visiting https://tinyurl.com/
LJEDMONDS, and stay posted for future 
posts about rurban living!

About the Author: Lorna Jean Edmonds is 
a fulltime rural resident in Hartington, Ont. 
She was a senior university executive and 
global influencer. She has worked exten-
sively across the disciplines in academic 
and development administration and exter-
nal and international relations. With over 30 
years of experience in Canada, the United 
States and internationally, her career has 
led to partnerships and collaborative proj-
ects all over the world. Since moving to 
Hartington in 2020, she has been connecting 
with local communities and is committed to 
bringing more attention to the realities and 
needs of life and living in rural or rather 
“rurban” Ontario.

Welcome to “rurban living?”

By Thomas Verny

Wildfire smoke is a complex mixture of gases and fine 
particulate matter (PM2.5) produced during the combus-
tion of vegetation and other organic materials in a wild-
fire. While the immediate health risks of wildfire smoke 
are well-documented and include respiratory problems 
and cardiovascular issues, emerging research suggests 
that wildfire smoke exposure can also have significant 
effects on brain health and trigger inflammation in the 
central nervous system. Here’s an overview of recent re-
search which demonstrates how this happens.

Wildland-fire acres burned per year have roughly dou-
bled since 1985. These fires now routinely generate 
smoke that deteriorates air quality for most of the coun-
try. This smoke contains a multifarious mixture of tox-
ic components due to myriad combustion fuel sources 
(e.g. trees, grass, animals, homes, cars etc.). These tiny 
particles are small enough to be inhaled deep into the 
lungs from where they can then enter the bloodstream 
and travel to the brain. A study from Washington State 
in 2020 estimated that 7.1 million people were exposed 
to average daily particulate matter concentrations rang-
ing from 30 to 190 µg/m3 for 13 consecutive day.

PM2.5 particles contain chemicals that can generate ox-
idative stress in the body. Oxidative stress occurs when 
there is an imbalance between harmful free radicals and 
the body's ability to counteract them with antioxidants. 

This oxidative stress can damage cells, including those 
in the brain. The body's response to the presence of 
PM2.5 and other harmful substances in wildfire smoke 
includes the release of pro-inflammatory molecules 
such as cytokines. These molecules can contribute to in-
flammation throughout the body, including in the brain.

Inflammation in the brain as a result of smoke inhala-
tion persists for many weeks. Inhaled particulate mat-
ter from wildfire smoke and other pollutants induces 
the formation of fragmented peptides that impair the 
functioning of the blood-brain barrier. Wildfire smoke 
exposure has been associated with the disruption of the 
blood-brain barrier, allowing harmful substances to en-
ter the brain more easily leading to neuroinflammation 
and further activation of astrocytes and microglia, the 
immune cells of the brain. 

Worse, the inflammatory process affects the hippocam-
pus – the brain region necessary for learning and mem-
ory – thus leading to a range of neurological conditions 
including cognitive impairment, increased risk of neuro-
degenerative diseases like Alzheimer's and Parkinson's 
disease and mood disturbances.

Wildfire exposures have also been linked to cardiovas-
cular, pulmonary, ocular and nasal diseases particular-
ly in older people and those with chronic respiratory 
conditions.

The human body seems capable of adapting to chronic 

particulate exposure to an extent, periodic exposures 
pose a problem because they cause a surge in inflam-
matory activity and ill effects appear more related to the 
fluctuations, rather than the baseline levels of pollutants. 

If you’re a firefighter, or if you just resided in a com-
munity that has had some of these dramatic smoke ex-
posures, you could be experiencing neurocognitive or 
mood disorders weeks or months after the event.

Reducing exposure to wildfire smoke through measures 
like staying indoors during periods of poor air quality, 
using air purifiers and wearing N95 respirator masks can 
help mitigate some of these health risks. Additionally, 
addressing the root causes of wildfires, such as climate 
change and land management practices, is crucial for 
preventing the widespread and severe wildfires that 
produce harmful smoke.

Key Takeaways

• Wildfire smoke can induce inflammation in the 
brain that persists for more than a month.

• Intermittent rather than constant exposure to 
smoke might pose a more serious risk due to surges 
in inflammatory activity.

• The area of the brain called the hippocampus is 
particularly affected, risking long-term damage to 
learning and memory.

Wildfire smoke alters the brain: The effects of 
biomass smoke inhalation on mental health

OPINION —

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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EXPERT ADVICE: Summertime and the living (and fashion) is easy

I love the summer. I mean when 
April finally rolls around, there 
is a sense of excitement creat-
ed in my head and my summer 
lineup comes out of storage for 
a review. 

There is a lot to go through after 
a long winter. Those shorts don’t 
fit me anymore (that is happen-
ing a lot this year), some wild 
animal (moth) chewed a hole in 
the back of one of my polo shirts, 
or my white Cole-Haan penny 
loafers looked like I stomped 
my way out of the Nith River in 
them.  For clarification, when I 

use the word polo generically, it 
refers to a style of short sleeve 
shirt. When I use RL polo, that 
is a brand name used by Ralph 
Lauren. It’s kind of like using the 
word, “Kleenex,” for any tissue. 
Same thing here, but don’t blow 
your nose in your polo.

So, when I get all the stitching 
(yes, I can sew, stop laughing) 
and the cleaning and the tossing 
out of the way, then the time to 
face the music comes. How will 
I put this stuff together? Well, 
shirts and shorts are your focal 
points, so let’s talk about those.

What I wear: For shorts, it’s 
Dockers, CHAPS, Hilfiger, Polo, 
Penguin.  They all offer a tai-
lored look and they are all above 
the knee. I look for a 9 ½-inch 
inseam and none of them have 
pockets you can park your car in. 
I am not going to be an arrogant 
ass and say that cargo shorts 
are out.  If you are comfortable 
in them, then by all means wear 
them. You should never be un-
comfortable in your own clothes.

How I wear them:  A few years 
ago, when my gut wasn’t an is-

sue, I wore a ton of different 
belts and my flashes (outfits) al-
most always included them with 
a tucked in shirt.  If that middle 
is starting to establish its own 
gravity field, then maybe you 
want to consider the untucked 
look which is what I am doing 
this summer.  But that doesn’t 
mean that I just pull my shirt out 
and that’s it. I can try on a medi-
um, custom-fit, red Hilfiger polo 
shirt and then try on a medium, 
custom-fit, yellow Hilfiger polo 
shirt, and nine times out of 10 
they will fit differently. 

They could feel the same to 
touch as this model of Hilfiger 
polo shirt uses a strong, struc-
tured material.  But one could 
be longer or fit smaller than the 
other. And to add to that confu-
sion, many designers have mul-
tiple versions of colours, designs 
and fit. A medium could be a 
classic fit, a custom fit, a skinny 
fit or a tapered fit and many de-
signers have started to incorpo-
rate the un-tuck-it look where 
the cut tapers to the waist and 
the bottom perimeter falls just 
below the belt line. So, what do 

you do?  The only thing is trial 
and error. If you’d like to send 
me an email, I can tell you what I 
have learned so far and help you 
with making your selections.

Once you know what you are go-
ing to wear this summer and how 
you’re going to wear it, then you 
might want to consider some co-
lour matching I use if you need 
to make any new purchases.

• Navy and white: always in 
style. Clean, crisp and per-
fect for summer.

• Pink and grey: soft pink with 
grey is sophisticated and 
modern.

• Olive and beige: earthy 
tones for a natural, relaxed 
look.

• Coral and white: coral pops 
and white keeps it fresh.

• Light blue and khaki: cool 
and calm, ideal for a relaxed, 
summer vibe.

Some other things to think about:

• Accessorize wisely: a stylish 
pair of sunglasses, a light-

weight watch, or a straw hat 
can elevate your summer 
look.

• Stay comfortable: choose 
breathable fabrics like cot-
ton, linen and seersucker to 
stay cool in the heat.

• Confidence is key: no matter 
what you wear, confidence 
will always be your best ac-
cessory.

Scott Dunstall has been on a sty-
listic journey for over 10 years. 
His belief is that every guy has a 
style of their own. When it’s dis-
covered, it empowers and builds 
confidence. Scott has appeared 
several times on Rogers TV Kitch-
ener as a guest on DAYTIME. His 
writing has been republished by 
LinkedIn Top Influencer and INC. 
Magazine contributing editor, Jeff 
Haden. He has also written sever-
al pieces for the Baden Outlook. 
You can follow Scott on Insta-
gram @everydaystylebyscott or on 
LinkedIn @scottdunstall or Life 
& Style Wilmot on Facebook. Feel 
free to ask questions or propose 
collaborations: everydaystyleby-
scott1@gmail.com.

By Scott Dunstall

EXPERT ADVICE: Asparagus and the reality of conflict

Conflict in life is inevitable and something 
many of us consciously avoid. Despite the 
bad wrap the conflict often gets, it’s not al-
ways a problem. If you disagree with me, 
that speaks to how easy conflict happens. 
Because that’s the essence of conflict: it’s 
a disagreement between people that often 
results in misunderstanding and, some-
times, real relational harm. 

Conflict often results when what we think 
or believe to be true bumps up against an-
other perspective different from our own. 
The reality is we tend to adopt points of 
view that substantiate or confirm what we 
already believe. That’s confirmation bias 
and it happens when we rely on or seek 
out sources of information that align with 
our current understanding. Confirmation 
bias and associated conflicts showed up 
throughout the years-long pandemic, but 
more mundane issues can foster conflict 
as well.

Like me, I suspect many readers are 
mourning the end of asparagus season. 
I’ve enjoyed this vegetable for decades and 
it was only this year that I was confront-
ed with the appropriate way to eat this 
highly nutritious (and tasty) asparagus: 
with a knife and fork or with your hands? 
In some households, eating anything (al-
most) with your fingers is a non-starter. 
However, I recently came across a video 
in which an etiquette expert declared em-
phatically (but very politely) that proper 
decorum when eating asparagus is to do 
so with one’s hands. Inherent in this dec-
laration is the possible conflict between 

personal opinion and practice and that of 
an etiquette expert. What brouhaha could 
be unleashed if this topic makes it to the 
supper table in your home?

The divergence of view on how aspara-
gus should be consumed is rather routine 
as compared with many conflicts we ex-
perience personally or observe from afar 
every day. Most conflict tends to be more 
substantive than one’s eating habits. But, 
then again, that may depend on the im-
portance placed on good manners – there-
by introducing a whole host of potential 
conflict. 

Here are some ideas to keep in mind that 
may help all of us better navigate conflict:

1. When thinking about how to respond 
to something you find disagreeable, 
ask yourself, “What do I know for 
sure?” It’s easy to jump to conclu-
sions, make assumptions or speculate 
on things with limited information. It 
can be helpful to avoid extrapolating 
on a few facts and try to focus on what 
you know for certain. It can often be 
much less than what we use to argue 
our case. 

2. You might ask yourself how import-
ant an issue is relative to other mat-
ters and decide to avoid conflict if the 
discord isn’t worth the aggravation or 
relational tension that might result.

3. Often, we can sense the onset of 
strong feelings of fear or anger in us 
when conflict seems imminent. Our 
brain can often respond reflexively 
(and in a nanosecond). Rather than 
reacting in that moment, a better out-
come can result if we take a bit of time 
to pause, think and plan to deliver a 

more thoughtful response.

4. When conflict arises, we can all bene-
fit from being curious instead of criti-
cal. It’s easy to feel under threat when 
a different opinion challenges our 
beliefs. Rather than being defensive, 
showing interest in the other person’s 
perspective and how they came to 
their understanding can lead to rich 
result and enjoyable conversation.

Life would be dull without conflict. Agree-
ableness can create its own conflict over-
time.  Progress would be thwarted if we 
didn’t debate different ideas and explore 
various solutions to problems. We have so 

much to learn and benefit from differing 
points of view. As proof, I’m looking for-
ward to next year’s asparagus season al-
ready!

John Dinner is a registered psychothera-
pist who works as a counsellor at Interfaith 
Counselling Centre in New Hamburg.  He 
sometimes has strong views on such things 
as other people’s driving habits that can 
cause conflict with those driving with him.  

By John Dinner

226.261.1837heather@granthaven.com

Woodstock Ingersoll Echo

St. Marys Independent The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Goderich Sun
STRATFORDTIMES

Residents in our communities 
trust our newspapers to provide 
local news and information, let 
me help you connect to our 
readers with your local business. 
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Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

Huron Earth is the brand name for the 
extensive line of holistic, herbal-based 
products offering heaps of healing love 
inside and outside the body. 

Natalie Kohlruss found a new career while 
searching for alternative ways to support 
her daughter who was born with Multicys-
tic Dysplastic Kidney and suffering from 
extreme Eczema. She left her job in social 
services, returned to school and graduated 
a chartered herbalist.  

In 2016, Natalie launched Huron Earth 
and, in 2019, the Kohlruss family pur-
chased just over one acre at the corner of 
Huron and Pinehill Road. The adorable 

property with the historical schoolhouse 
is home to Adam, Natalie and their three 
children. Huron Earth products are hand-
crafted using heaps of herbs, over 40 of 
which are grown on their small-scale farm 
in New Hamburg.  

Spring 2024 started with a sold-out seed-
ling sale. Summer is here and this past 
week, I enjoyed a sunny walk-through Na-
talie’s herb garden admiring the array of 
gorgeous greenery and blossoming flow-
ers in eye-popping colors. 

Huron Earth helps renew, restore, revive 
and relieve us, but the garden is also home 
to Mother Nature’s best friends, bees. The 
variety of gorgeous ground cover and 
plants in varying heights and shapes all 
bloom at different times which, in turn, 
benefits the entire earth and the cycle of 
all life. 

Natalie lovingly handmakes high-quality 
herbal products from teas to tinctures to 
honey and salves, addressing an endless 
list of ailments.  

Tea is the third-most popular drink 
in Canada with 48 per cent of Canadi-
ans drinking it daily and, shocking to 
this reporter, the biggest age group is 
25–34-year-olds. Tea is healing except 
conventional tea may contain pesticides 
and is often packaged in bleached tea 
bags. Huron Tea is chemical-free and the 
herbs are hung or placed on racks to dry. 
No heat is applied. Natalie’s teas are made 
in small batches and sell out quickly; 
they’re not overproduced and sitting stale 
on a shelf. This holistic nutritionist can 
honestly say, after sipping Huron Tea, the 
fresh-picked, garden-fresh fabulousness 
allowed me to easily identify chamomile, 
skullcap and lavender. There are six types 
of health-helping teas. Soothe and sup-
port digestion with Tummy Tea, love your 
liver with an array of detox herbs such as 
burdock and stinging nettle in Teatox and 
address anxiety with SereniTEA.

Huron Teas contain well-known herbs 
such as lavender, peppermint arnica, ca-
lendula and St. John’s Wort, but comfrey, 
red clover, yarrow and stinging nettle are 
in the lineup of super stars supporting 

overall wellness, too.

The superb skincare is stocked with essen-
tial oils, all lovingly prepared by Natalie. I 
am hooked on her Living Glow Facial Se-
rum stocked with a blend of oils, leaving 
skin with a natural glow. Spoil yourself 
or a loved one with Natalie’s energizing 
LIVING Rose Facial Toner. Using a copper 
sill from the Ukraine, Natalie achieves a 
high-quality hydrosol, helping soothe and 
restore skin’s natural pH levels. 

Salves are nature’s answer to support 
painful itching and soothe redness associ-
ated with skin conditions such as dermati-
tis and psoriasis.

Huron Earth is available online and local-
ly. Among Natalie’s talents, she also man-
ages the Stratford Market and she says, 
“All vendors must bake it, make it or grow 

it!” I love this rule!

Looking to learn more about living a life-
style rooted in natural wellness? Natalie 
just hosted her sixth annual weekend 
retreat to restore and rejuvenate with a 
side of foraging, learning and outdoor fun. 
Attend a workshop and learn why water 
should not be boiled when making tea, 
the importance of detox and using clean, 
chemical-free products.

Huron Earth is an exceptional line of 
wholesome products and it’s never too 
early or too late to ditch chemicals. 

Follow on social @huron.earth to see a 
complete line of their products, stores to 
purchase or shop on line. The small-scale 
farm is at 2653 Huron Road in New Ham-
burg. 

EXPERT ADVICE: Happiness is Huron Earth

By Mercedes Kay Gold

A selection of Huron Earth’s natural, herbal products. 

Natalie Kohlruss of Huron Earth on her farm in New Hamburg. Photos by Mercedes Kay Gold

One of the natural, herbal teas available for 
purchase from Huron Earth in New Ham-
burg.
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Every visitor to Petty Har-
bour – well, every Canadian 
music lover, at least – wants 
to know which of the houses 
in the Newfoundland coastal 
community was home to Alan 
Doyle.

Every guide – and every lo-
cal resident – will point to the 
white and green house.

But if that’s all you come to 
Petty Harbour for, you are 
missing a terrific day in a 
charming and vibrant commu-
nity. There is actually a sur-
prising amount of choice in a 
community of less than 1,000 
inhabitants – everything from 
hiking and zip-lining to shop-
ping and heading out on an 
ocean excursion.

My time in Petty Harbour was 
divided between a sea voyage 
and eating, and then shopping 
in a venerable gift store, and 
eating, and making a thump 
mat out of a lengthy piece of 
rope – and eating.

Petty Harbour is home to a 
nonprofit social enterprise 
called Fishing for Success, 
headquartered right on the 
water in the Island Rooms of 
Petty Harbour.

These rooms, by the way, are 
cabins located all along the 
harbour used for everything 
related to fishing – twine 
stores, salt stores and more. 
There are also stages – rough-
hewn outdoor docks where 
fish are processed.

In this case, the rooms occu-
pied by Fishing for Success 
are used for crafts, equipment 
storage, educational sessions 
and food preparation (did I 

mention I ate?).

Kimberly Orren is co-found-
er of Fishing for Success, an 
organization with a number 
of goals. One is to give New-
foundland children hands-on 
experience around fishing and 
the crafts that go with it. She 
laughs that their program may 
involve taking kids out on the 
ocean in small boats, and then 
giving them knives to filet the 
fish. 

“But kids need risky activi-
ties,” she says. 

I tell her I agree.

Kimberly, a former teacher, 
and her colleagues – includ-
ing story-loving Captain Leo – 
also offer programs to tourists 
and other visitors, individually 
and in groups, and the income 
from those events fund the 
educational programs for kids.

And I can tell you firsthand 
that those events are terrific. 
We suited up in warm coats 
and life jackets and head-
ed out to sea in a small boat 
called Grace. On the ocean, we 
followed a lobster-fishing boat 
and watched the two-person 
crew haul up lobster traps and 
display their catches.

They also had smaller den-
izens of the sea in the traps 
and since we were close at 
hand, they tossed them to us 
to examine before we returned 
them to the water. So, I can say 
I caught a sea star – although 
it was in the air, not the water, 
when I caught it!

We returned to the Rooms, 
where Kimberly showed us 
how to make thump mats – a 
decorative rope creation that 
was once of very practical use, 
used to protect the decks of 
ships.

As we wove, the Fishing for 
Success team brought us 
food – crab salad, fish chow-
der, homemade partridge ber-
ry muffins and, finally, large 
chunks of the very same lob-
ster we had watched the lob-
ster fishers catch an hour or so 
earlier. Amazing!

I also visited Herbie’s Olde 
Shoppe, a general store in 
Petty Harbour that was built 
in 1933 and has operated con-
tinuously ever since. Today, 
RhodieAnne Woodland is a 
co-owner. Between serving 
customers, she works at her 
beloved rug hooking and tells 
stories about the late founder 
and the Petty Harbour com-

munity she loves.

Everything in the eclectic shop 
is made by Newfoundlanders 
including models and stained-
glass images of the famed 
Newfoundland Mummers. 
Mummering is the Christ-
mas-time tradition of visiting 
neighbours in disguise.

And I believe I mentioned 
food? On a second visit to Pet-
ty Harbour, we dined at the 
popular Chafe’s Landing Sea-
food Eatery where I sampled 
the excellent fish chowder, 
but then moved on to anoth-
er Newfoundland staple – I 
mowed down a mooseburger 
– accompanied by a local beer, 
since Newfoundland is now 
replete with craft breweries.

And you can’t visit Petty Har-
bour without spending some 
time strolling along the har-
bour capturing pictures of the 
boats named for family mem-
bers, the colourful rooms and 
the green hills rising high on 
all sides.

Petty Harbour is less than 
a 20-minute drive from St. 
John’s, but it’s an entire world 
away. Both communities are 
well worth visits – I’ll be writ-
ing a lot about St. John’s in 
subsequent weeks – but to 
get a feel for traditional New-
foundland, conveniently near 
the capital, Petty Harbour is 
ideal. It is still a working fish-
ing centre with fishers catch-
ing lobster, crab and even cod 
during the food-fishery sea-
son which allows each boat to 
catch up to 15 cod.

Oh, and in Petty Harbour, I 
learned that when a New-
foundlander refers to fish, he 
or she doesn’t mean any ran-
dom kind of fish. Fish on the 
Rock is cod and nothing but 
cod. Everything else will be 
called by its proper name – 
halibut, for instance.

And if you are after trout in 
the streams of Newfoundland, 
you aren’t fishing, you are 
“troutin’.” Ah, you gotta love 
Newfoundland and Labrador, 
and Petty Harbour is a great 
place to get very near the 
heart of this island province.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and president of 
the Travel Media Association of 
Canada. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking 
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net. 

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Fresh lobster, thump mats, mummers 
and a linguistic lesson

By Paul Knowles

Petty Harbour. All photos by Paul Knowles

Lobster fishers on the coast of Newfoundland.

Up close and personal with a sea 
star, which was soon returned to 
its natural habitat.

RhodieAnne Woodland hooks 
rugs and is a co-owner of Herbie's 
Olde Shoppe in Petty Harbour.

Kimberly Orren of Fishing for Success.
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COMMUNITY —

By Gary West

There were many farm implements built 
during wartime in the early 1940s when 
some products that we now take for grant-
ed were in short supply, because of the ef-
fects of war in Europe.

One such product in short supply was rub-
ber, so in 1942, the Henry Ford company 
needed to come up with a new material for 
the tires on their tractors.

John Schyff, who lives east of Amulree, 
collects and loves antique tractors with 
original accessories and is the owner of a 
Ford 2N.

The Ford Company, the maker of cars and 
tractors, came up with a deep-lugged steel 
wheel that could still pull equipment to 
keep farm fields worked and producing 
food, but probably was not meant to travel 
too far at higher speeds on the road. The 
Ford 2N tractor came with steel wheels as 
standard equipment.

In order to bypass wartime restrictions on 
price, there had to be component chang-
es made to the tractors due to wartime 
shortages.

The Ford 2N tractor took the place of the 
9N built by Ford between 1939 and 1942 
and was a utility tractor produced in 
Dearborn, Mich. 

Due to those war-time shortages, the trac-
tor was made with no battery or alternator 
system because parts were very hard to 
come by.

A Magneto and a hand crank to start was 
the only way Ford designed the 2N.

It had a four-cylinder gasoline engine and 
only three speeds and the belt horsepow-
er was listed at 28.87 horsepower. 

Batteries were in very short supply at the 
time, but a hand crank for starting was 
very easily made with steel that was not in 
as short supply.

Perth County’s John Schyff 
shows off wartime tractor

John Schyff of North Easthope Township displays his 1942 Ford 2N on steel at the recent 
Waterloo-Oxford Secondary School Barnyard Bash. Students were amazed that farmers 
during World War ll made a living farming their fields with a steel-wheeled tractor as shown. 
Photo by Gary West

These four equestrian beauties were enjoying the lush, green pasture on the South East-
hope farm of John, Heather and Kathleen Duiker east of Shakespeare. The friendly four 
are always out enjoying the summer conditions and seem to be always looking out for 
each other. Where one goes, they all go. Photo by Gary West

The power of horses to 
make the first day of 
summer one to enjoy
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Pet of the Week
COOPER

Cooper is a 16 year old Bichon Poodle mix 
(Bichapoo) who was born in Clearwater Beach 
Florida. He has two brothers and four sisters. He 
loves his naps so much, he does it 18+ hours a 
day at the home he shares with owners Bob and 
Sherry MacIntyre in New Hamburg. His birthday 
was Aug. 9, 2004. He only knows one trick - he 
can take the top off of any water bottle in under 
three seconds! Not bad for a 112 year old!

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Nominate your Pet of the Week by          
emailing: thewtgazette@gmail.com

N S F X T Z O C A N A D A R M D S E R V
V A K E M I X Y S L F X P S H G G C Z M
O J V R O W A Y N J A T R U N R N U G C
M W F V O J X X U O A A S I O E U E P Q
G V Z M F W G S W W D E R D K D W N V W
Y O F F M F E N M N E E P V L A R I C E
N E W V A N G R E Z H G M I A N C T N E
Z B K J J M F K I T O I M H U D S U O R
Y V G C L M E G A F T J I A G W S O D F
Q X B W O E A G X V T J P C N H A P E D
K L U X W H Y H M V A E P R I I B H A N
C C A G O L X R J G W U O V L T D H Q A
Z Z N H I K K G E V A L K J I E X F R G
P O K M T S R I F Y L U J W B J F C F N
L F A P B Q B G Q H V C R E V A E B M O
M F W N G A N E M N X A V Y D M W R U R
C A N A D I A N F L A G G N Z M U A F T
C C J B I F G O D P P E L O X I N V M S
C U I F P K C S E I T N U O M K G X A R
O X I A M A P L E L E A F B Z P P L A D

LET'S CELEBRATE CANADA

Beaver
Bilingual

Canadian Flag
Family Gatherings

Fireworks

Hockey
July First

Long Weekend
Maple Leaf
Mounties

O Canada
Ottawa
Poutine

Red and White
Strong and Free
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Darryn Nafziger recently posted this photo of rainbow taken from the Peel St. Taproom in 
New Hamburg to the Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook page. Photo courtesy of Show Us Your 
Wilmot

SHOW US YOUR WILMOT

By Gary West

Tim Hortons’ Smile Cookie campaign con-
tinues to raise money for various charities 
all across Canada.

A large cheque was presented to Angie 
Brenner, program director for the 
Tavistock Assistance Program (TAP), for 
$7,125.50 raised during the week of the 
Smile Cookie campaign at the local Tim 

Hortons in Tavistock.

Tavistock Tim Hortons manager Steven 
Parker thanked all those in the area that a 
worthwhile charity like TAP that uses the 
money to help so many local families in 
need.

A total of $18.3 million was raised across 
Canada during the weeklong campaign to 
aid over 600 charities.

Tavistock’s Tim Hortons raises 
over $7,000 for TAP through 
Smile Cookie campaign

Pictured at the Tim Hortons in Tavistock are, from left, Robbie Carter, Tim Hortons Tavistock 
manager Stephen Parker, Tavistock, New Hamburg and Baden Tim Horton general manager 
Melissa Hebert, Devin Jasztrab and Tavistock Assistance Program director Angie Brenner 
receiving a cheque for $7,125.50 raised during this year’s Smile Cookie Campaign. Photo 
by Gary West
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Nominations are open for the 
2024 WRCF Community Awards
Do you know:

• A community volunteer or philanthropist who 
creatively tackles issues of today, with an eye to the 
future, using innovative approaches and solutions?

• A business or organization that is committed to 
building and supporting our community through 
“Doing More Good”?

• An individual or organization in the community who is 
advancing social infrastructure in Waterloo Region?

Visit wrcf.ca/award-nominations to learn more and 
nominate someone for an award.

WRCF.CA
Applications close: July 17, 2024

Help us recognize 
individuals and 

organizations 
“Doing More Good” 
in Waterloo Region

By Gary West

Antique tractors came from Tavistock, 
New Hamburg, Wellesley and many places 
in between to St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
in Milverton to celebrate in their fund-
raising breakfast with members of the 
congregation.

Pastor Bonnie Schelter-Brown thanked 
North Easthope Antique Tractor (NEAT) 
Club members and their wives for com-
ing to support the church at their annual 
breakfast on a sunny and humid morning.

Schelter-Brown is a very busy pastor 
of four congregations at St. Peter’s in 
Milverton, St. Paul’s in Moserville, St. 
James in Baden and St. James in Norh 

Easthope.

She said there will be one less Church 
come the end of the year as the congrega-
tion at St. Peter’s in Milverton has chosen 
to close their church and find new expres-
sions of their faith in a new church home 
that they are still discerning.

According to the pastor, the entire church 
membership helped to serve the breakfast 
for the tractor club and said their num-
bers may be small but they work together 
to do God’s work in the community.

Member of the NEAT club wished the 
parishioners all the best and hoped that 
the future for them is one of promise and 
great hope.

North Easthope Antique Tractor club members 
drive their antique tractors into Milverton

A lineup of antique tractors that motored from many areas in Waterloo Region and Perth 
County for a final fundraising breakfast at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Milverton.

COMMUNITY —

The church’s cooking crew made breakfast for a final time for the North Easthope Antique 
Tractor Club (NEAT). At year’s end, the church’s congregation will be closing St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church in Milverton as membership has dwindled considerably in recent years.

Pastor Bonnie Schelter-Brown talks with Ralph Schwartzen-
truber, a tractor club member from the Tavistock area, about 
the closing of the church this year.

SEND YOUR STORY IDEAS TO EDITOR GALEN SIMMONS AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM



29Thursday, June 27, 2024The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
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Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar
Submit your non-profit event 2 weeks prior to: thewtgazette@gmail.com

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - JUNE/JULY/AUGUST 2024
THURSDAY, JUNE 27

Community Design Workshop 
about High Performance 
Development Standards (HPDS)
7 - 8:30 pm
"Green" building standards are 
necessary to help the Region re-
duce GHG emissions. The work-
shop will educate residents about 
HPDS and get feedback from the 
community.  For more informa-
tion go to nvecoboosters.com and 
check out upcoming events. Hosted 
by The Nith Valley EcoBoosters, 
Climate Action WR and WR 
Community Energy.
New Hamburg Community Centre 
251 Jacob Street, New Hamburg

Cruise Nights
6-8 p.m.
Thursdays in July and August
Shakespeare Brewing Company
2178 Perth Line 34, Shakespeare

SUNDAY, JUNE 30

Tavistock Bible Church 
Sunday Drive-In Meeting
7 - 8 pm
With The Shatford 6 and David 
Gray
Shakespeare Truck Centre
Hwy 7 & 8 Shakespeare

MONDAY, JULY 1

Township of Wilmot Canada 
Day
11 am opening ceremony
William Scott Park
75 Hunter St. W, New Hamburg

WEDNESDAY, JULY 3

Township of East Zorra-
Tavistock council meeting
9 am
Township office
89 Loveys St., Hickson

Explore the Arboretum and 
Christner Trail
7-8 pm
Register at letstreewilmot.ca/events 
Who knew coffee grew in New 
Hamburg?  
470 Waterloo St. New Hamburg.

THURSDAY, JULY 4

Cruise Nights
6-8 pm
Thursdays in July and August
Shakespeare Brewing Company
2178 Perth Line 34, Shakespeare

FRIDAY, JULY 5

Tavistock Optimist Club Friday 
Night Fries
4 - 8 pm
Tavistock Optimist Park 
250 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock

TUESDAY, JULY 9

Township of Wellesley council 
meeting
6:45 pm
Council chambers
4805 William Hastings Line, 
Crosshill

THURSDAY, JULY 11

20th Annual Childhood Cancer 
Fundraising BBQ
11 am - 6 pm
All proceeds will go to-
wards Scotland’s Yard 
(Grand River Hospital),                                            
Children’s Health Foundation 
(London) and Walk to Conquer 
Cancer (Princess Margaret 
Hospital)
1239 Notre Dame Drive, Petersburg

Cruise Nights
6-8 pm
Thursdays in July and August
Shakespeare Brewing Company
2178 Perth Line 34, Shakespeare

WEDNESDAY, JULY 17

Explore the Petersburg Crown 
Lands Trail
7-8 pm
Register at letstreewilmot.ca/events 
This trail is considered a gem. 
2703 Queen St., just south of high-
way 7/8.

THURSDAY, JULY 18

Cruise Nights
6-8 p.m.
Thursdays in July and August
Shakespeare Brewing Company
2178 Perth Line 34, Shakespeare

THURSDAY, JULY 25

Cruise Nights
6-8 p.m.
Thursdays in July and August
Shakespeare Brewing Company
2178 Perth Line 34, Shakespeare

MONDAY, JULY 29

Township of Wilmot council 
meeting
7-11 pm
Council chambers
60 Snyder’s Rd. West Baden

TUESDAY, JULY 30

6th Annual Tavistock 
Community Car Show & Cruise
4 - 7 pm
Free entry - goodwill donation ap-
preciated. All proceeds from the 
show are donated to the Tavistock 
Assistance Program. Prizes, 
Giveaways, Food. Presented by 
Zehr Insurance Brokers.
Tavistock Mennonite Church
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock

WEDNESDAY, JULY 31

Explore the Morningside Trail
7-8 pm
Register at letstreewilmot.ca/events 
Fairgrounds meet near the 
playground.
251 Jacob Street New Hamburg

THURSDAY, AUGUST 1

Cruise Nights
6-8 p.m.
Thursdays in July and August
Shakespeare Brewing Company
2178 Perth Line 34, Shakespeare

THURSDAY, AUGUST 8

Cruise Nights
6-8 p.m.
Thursdays in July and August
Shakespeare Brewing Company
2178 Perth Line 34, Shakespeare

FRIDAY, AUGUST 9

Tavistock Optimist Club Friday 
Night Fries
4 - 8 pm
Tavistock Optimist Park 
250 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock

THURSDAY, AUGUST 15

Cruise Nights
6-8 p.m.
Thursdays in July and August
Shakespeare Brewing Company
2178 Perth Line 34, Shakespeare

THURSDAY, AUGUST 22

Cruise Nights
6-8 p.m.
Thursdays in July and August
Shakespeare Brewing Company
2178 Perth Line 34, Shakespeare

THURSDAY, AUGUST 29

Cruise Nights
6-8 p.m.
Thursdays in July and August
Shakespeare Brewing Company
2178 Perth Line 34, Shakespeare

EMAIL YOUR NON-PROFIT EVENTS TO: THEWTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM 
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SERVICE DIRECTORY —

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOMOTIVE

E&L
CSN - E&L
374 Hamilton Road, 
Unit 4, New Hamburg, 
ON, N3A 2K2

Ryan Pacey
Manager

T: 519-662-1892
E: newhamburg@likenew.ca

24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)
Website: csncollision.ca/el

272 Snyder’s Road, Baden
matt@badenauto.ca

Full Service 
Maintenance & 
Repair on All 

Makes & Models

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

www.schultzautomotive.com

To book this space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

ASSISTANCE

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1TAP Gazette Ad.indd   1 2022-11-10   11:13 AM2022-11-10   11:13 AM

CONTRACTORS

CONTRACTORS

Residential � Commercial
Agricultural � jonwitzel.com

519-662-4239

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

CABINETRY

CHIROPRACTIC
LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford 
519-273-4404

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,  
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874

www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca

39 Woodstock St., South, Tavistock

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com

P.O. Box 979, Tavistock
Kris Zehr                   Cell: 519-801-1743

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

PROMOTE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE

Call Sharon Leis 
at 519-580-5418 

or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

WANTED
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, 
and more. Selectively buying CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For more 
information: DIAMOND DOGS MUSIC 114 Ontario St. Stratford/ 226-972-5750

WANTED
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola, Pepsi, any pop company, 
Brewery items Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones, Wristwatches 
and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, Beaver Star Bee Hive etc. Any old oil  cans and signs 
Red Indian Supertest etc Any small furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out stuff 
please contact me - 519-570-6920.

CLASSIFIED ADS —

FOR SALE
TREES: Shade trees, Fruit trees, Apple, Pears, Peaches, Plums, Sweet and Sour 
Cherries, Apricot, Nectarines, Blueberry, Haskopp, Black Chokeberry, Grapes etc. 
Lots of Spruce, Pine, Cedars for windbreaks and privacy hedges, Sizes 1 to 6+. 
Flowering shrubs and much more. 
Come check us out Mon-Sat 7:00am - 6:00pm
Martin's Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Road, Wroxeter (1 concession north of Wroxeter on 
Belmore Line)

FOR SALE
All kinds of used and washed golf balls.  Bag in a bakers dozen (13)  $5 or $10. Call 
519-462-2701

FOR SALE
Box Stall- no rust, steel been powder coated, 10ft by 10ft and 7.5 ft high
Call 519-462-2280 ext 1

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE 
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and preserved throughout the 
world now and forever.  Oh Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  worker of mira-
cles, pray for us; St. Jude helper of the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer nine times 
a day, by the eighth day this prayer will be answered.  It has never been known to fail. 
Publication must be promised. S.F.

WANTED
Looking to buy a riding lawn mower. Running or not running. Contact 519-495-6676

Weekly Quiz Answers

1. Woodstock

2. Jonathan Swift

3. Saudi Pro League

4. Sunday

5. Video Home System

6. Summer Solstice

7. Cuba

8. Origami

9. House of Cards

10. Four
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EXCAVATING

PLUMBING

PAINTING

LEGAL

MASSAGE

MORTGAGES

REAL ESTATE

STORAGE

TECHNICAL

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

 Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock

• Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
• Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
• Massage Therapy • Reflexology
Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Cell: 519-272-7676 
Res: 519-655-2548

Office: 519-273-2821

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.remaxabrealty.ca

Independently 
Owned & Operated

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

TRAVEL

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

ALISON WILLSEYALISON WILLSEY
Real Estate
Broker 

www.peakrealtyltd.com      www.willseyrealestate.com      willseyalison@gmail.com

PROFESSIONALPROFESSIONAL                        HONESTHONEST                          EXPERIENCEDEXPERIENCED

WORKING TO SERVE BUYERS AND SELLERS SINCE 2005       RURAL*RESIDENTIAL*COMMERCIAL*AGRICULTURAL      WATERLOO REGION, PERTH & OXFORD

Direct: 519-275-4900 
Office: 519-662-4900

NEW and RESALE HOMES
CUSTOM HOMES AND RENOVATIONS

Stop in and see us 206 Hope St. East, Tavistock 
Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com Brian Wilhelm, Broker

Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

HEATING/COOLING

DENTIST

COMPUTERS

Offering I.V. Sedation, 
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth 
Replacement and Root Canal 

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., 
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca 

tavistockdental.ca

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator

dwoelfle@rogers.com
Installation, Sales & Service, 

Residential, Commercial

• Furnaces • Air Conditioners 
• Fireplaces

• Gas Piping • Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & 
COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051
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WINDOW CLEANING

PROMOTE 
YOUR 

BUSINESS 
HERE

Call Sharon Leis 
at 519-580-5418 

or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

To book this 
space call 

Sharon Leis 
at 519-580-5418 

or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

TO BOOK YOUR SPACE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY CALL 
SHARON LEIS AT 519-580-5418 OR EMAIL SHARONBLEIS@GMAIL.COM

SALES  REPRESENTAT IVE

640 Riverbend Dr. 
Kitchener ON, N2K 3S2

kate@paulandkatekw.com
226-789-3846

KATE GINGERICH

THINKING OF
MAKING A

MOVE?

ELECTRICAL
Specializing in Agricultural, Solar, 

Automation Control and EV Charging

163 Hope St. W.
P.O. Box 495
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
Local: 519-655-6802

 Email:info@crescentridge.ca

PAINTING AND DECORATING

Over 30 years of experience.
QUALITY WORK, RELIABLE, CLEAN,

FRIENDLY, AND DONE ON TIME.

INTERIOR PAINTING

519-503-3618
Debbie Norenberg

COLOUR CONSULTATIONS AVAILABLE

LAWN MAINTENANCE

meadowschoicelawncare@gmail.com

Kyle Meadows
519-801-5983

• Rolling • Aerating 
• Fertilizer

• Weed Control 
• Overseeding

LAWN CARE 
PROGRAMS
AVAILABLE

MASONRY

Brick, Block, Stone
Over 50 years experience.

CLAIR 
MASONRY 
LTD

Jim Clair
t 519 634 8341
c 519 496 1255
e bricky53@live.ca

3356 Sandhills Rd.
Baden, ON
N3A 3A7

To book your space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios 
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

CONSTRUCTION ROOFING

Residential Roofing Experts Since 2003

519-749-1986
CALL FOR 

FREE ESTIMATE

lmdroof@gmail.com
www.lmdroof.caROOFING
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Main Store Hours:
Mon. to Thurs.  10 to 6

Fri.  10 to 8
Sat.  10 to 5

Sun.  12 to 4  

Follow us on:

Outlet Hours:
Thurs. to Fri.  10 to 6

Sat.  10 to 5
Sun.  12 to 4

www.stratfordhomefurniture.ca 
www.homefurniture.ca

HWY 7/8 E
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rr
itt

 S
t.

Schaeffler Aerospace

MAIN STORE: 
519-273-9330
2954 Hwy 7&8 E

OUTLET: 
519-273-7453
617 Douro Street

STRATFORD 
OWNED

DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE 
ALL ITEMS

STOREWIDE 
TAX INCLUDED 

PRICING
PLUS PLUS

OUTLET ITEMS NOW ONLINE AT STRATFORDHOMEFURNITURE.CA.OUTLET ITEMS NOW ONLINE AT STRATFORDHOMEFURNITURE.CA.

CELEBRATING 
CANADASALE

Specially Selected items FREE with qualifying purchase

*conditions apply, ask sales pro for details.

GET ME 
FREE*

NOW ONLY NOW ONLY 

$2,399$2,399  
TAX INTAX IN

MANY MANY 
STYLESSTYLES &  & 
COLOURSCOLOURS  
AVAILABLEAVAILABLE

SAVE $1,000 SAVE $1,000 

$3,399$3,399  
TAX INTAX IN

SPECIAL PRICING SPECIAL PRICING 
ON NOW ON NOW 

UP TOUP TO

60% off60% off  

Queen Storage bedQueen Storage bed 2 pc sectional2 pc sectional


