
The federal government’s proposal to 
implement a tax holiday for Canadians 
hasn’t been approved yet, but for two lo-
cal businesses, it has resulted in some 
head-scratching. 

Under the proposed changes announced 
last week, the GST and HST would be fully 
removed from some goods for two months 
starting on Dec. 14. It includes items such 
as children’s clothing, snacks, restaurant 
meals, wine, beer and various groceries 
seeing the tax removed.

One area business owner was more than 
happy to talk to the Gazette but at the same 
time was worried about outwardly criticiz-
ing the federal government. They feel the 
amount of work for a small business owner 
to implement the plan on such short no-
tice will create an immense administrative 
burden. 

“The affected items will need to be iden-
tified, and each one will need to be pro-
grammed with the tax exemption status. 
Our system is not designed to handle this, 
so we will have to stay up late after the 
business closes the night before the imple-
mentation and complete the changes. We 
will then have to repeat the same thing two 
months later. Will the government  com-
pensate small businesses for the overtime 
needed?”

The feds did not reach out to small 
business associations like the Canadian 

30 Benjamin Road, Waterloo, ON 
519 746 0060

www.furniturehouse.ca
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

A new restaurant specializing in 
fried-chicken dishes made to order with 
fresh ingredients and whole foods has re-
cently opened its doors, welcoming hungry 
New Hamburg and area customers into the 
flock.

The team at Mother Flockers Restaurant 

celebrated a soft launch of the takeout eat-
ery at 174 Union St. in New Hamburg Nov. 
22, a momentous occasion for owners Manu 
Bahl and Vanessa Gale that nearly didn’t 
happen after the pair had resigned them-
selves to opening a food truck following a 
months-long search for a brick-and-mortar 
restaurant, nearly to no avail.

“It’s our first restaurant and we are excit-
ed,” Bahl said during an interview just two 

days before the restaurant’s soft launch. “It 
took us forever, firstly, to find this place 
because of limited commercial real estate. 
… This was an Indian restaurant and they 
weren’t looking to sell, so we had to con-
vince them to sell it.”

“First, we had spoken with the developer 
of this plaza,” Gale said. “Because we could 
find no real estate, we thought of asking, 

Confusion and 
frustration by 
local businesses 
surrounding federal 
government’s tax 
vacation plan
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Manu Bahl and Vanessa Gale officially soft-launched their New Hamburg restaurant, Mother Flockers, on Nov. 22. Photo by Galen Simmons
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Mother Flockers Restaurant welcomes New 
Hamburg area customers into the flock
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Community Care Concepts’ Annual 

Christmas Benefit Breakfast 

Tickets
Available at the door, or in advance:

Ross Eichler 519 662 3113
New Hamburg Legion 519 662 3770
Community Care Concepts 519 662 9526

Supported by:

Saturday, December 14th

8:00 am to 11:00 am
New Hamburg Legion, 
65 Boullee Street, New Hamburg

Plan to arrive early... 
full breakfast served!

Cost
Adults $12.00
Children 10 and under $6.00
Family maximum $25.00

All proceeds support Community Care Concepts

READ US ONLINE AT: GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE

‘How about if we set up a food truck, devel-
op our customer base and when the (brick-
and-mortar) restaurant comes, when the real 
estate comes, we’ll move into a physical lo-
cation?’ “

Bahl and Gale were literally one day 
away from putting a deposit on a food truck 
when they had a conversation with Greg 
Voisin, the owner of the plaza where their 
restaurant is now located, in the nearby 
Sobeys parking lot. The pair was working 
with Voisin to finalize the food-truck deal 
when they made one, last, ditch effort to see 
if Voisin might have a physical space they 
could open Mother Flockers in.

Voisin said he would try one more time to 
see if any existing businesses were willing 
to sell and, just 10 minutes later, he came 
back with a proposal to sell from the owners 
of Turmeric Indian Bistro.

“It was last minute. Very last minute,” 
Gale said. 

But the pair’s dream had always been to 
open a restaurant, so they scrapped their 
food-truck plans and jumped headfirst into 
opening Mother Flockers Restaurant. 

The name, which has garnered tonnes of 
attention on social media and through local 

news outlets, is a playful hint that the restau-
rant is like the mother hen of what will ulti-
mately become a whole flock of restaurants.

“We know our name is a play on words 
and we understand some people may be of-
fended, but the original idea comes from the 
mother of our flock and we’re leaning into 
the play on words,” Gale said. 

“We had one person who was offended by 
it and he posted about it on Facebook,” Bahl 
added. “It was an anonymous post and he 
deleted it. I am thankful to this community, 
to be very honest. I am feeling as if I am 
sitting in my home. They are so welcoming, 
so kind-hearted and I am in loved with this 
town.”

The drive behind opening a takeout 
restaurant in New Hamburg was what Bahl 
and Gale saw as a lack of options while vis-
iting friends in town.

“There was only pizza in this area, so we 
were like, ‘We’re not far, let’s come up with 
some better ideas,’ ” Bahl said. “We start-
ed with only wings; we were going to do a 
wide variety of wings, and then we thought, 
‘How wide can we go with this?’ ”

As Bahl is a vegetarian, Gale took it upon 
herself to painstakingly develop an original 
recipe for Mother Flockers’ fried-chicken 

dishes, which include traditional fried 
chicken, wings, tenders, sandwiches, wraps 
and more.

She said she would stay up all night test-
ing and retesting her recipe until it was de-
licious, replicable by the line cooks in the 
Mother Flockers kitchen and, most impor-
tantly of all, leaves anyone who eats it feel-
ing good.

“Every time we went somewhere to eat, 
we would leave that place feeling nau-
seous,” Gale said. “So, we know they’re us-
ing canola oils, which are GMO. That’s an 
issue for a lot of people. We know they’re 
using the cheapest ingredients. Even from 
us finding our own suppliers; we found one 
supplier that had sort of cheap ingredients 
that we would never use, but we know a lot 
of places are using them. So that’s why if 
we won’t eat it ourselves, we won’t serve it 
to you or anyone else.

“We want to do fast food better, and our 
chicken tastes good from real ingredients, 
not from MSG.”

Bahl also wanted to ensure there were 
plenty of vegetarian dishes on the menu, 
which he took the lead in creating. Items 
like cauliflower bites, battered mush-
rooms, salads and spring rolls can be found 

throughout the menu, offering plenty of op-
tions for everyone.

And, to maintain a small piece of Turmeric 
Indian Bistro’s legacy, Bahl and Gale have 
included a number of Indian dishes on the 
menu customers of the previous restaurant 
may have become accustomed to like chili 
paneer, lemon garlic chicken tikka, chana 
masala and, of course, fresh-made naan. 
The restaurant also offers a number of 
Indian fusion dishes like the paneer burger, 
Punjab fries and butter-chicken poutine.

As Turmeric had catering contracts with 
local schools and New Hamburg Lanes, 
Gale and Bahl said they have agreed to 
continue honouring those contracts through 
their new business. 

While the pair had originally offered a 
full breakfast menu, after the soft launch, 
they announced on Facebook they would 
be taking a step back from serving breakfast 
at least until they improve their preparation 
process to ensure faster service.

Mother Flockers Restaurant is open 
Sunday to Thursday from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
and Friday and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 9 
p.m.

Mother Flockers Restaurant welcomes New Hamburg area 
customers into the flock
Continued from page 1
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* Valid only Friday November 29, 2024 - 9am to Midnight.  One coupon per customer. In store only.
Discount can only be applied to one transaction. Max savings of $2,500. Other conditions may apply.

BLACK BLACK 
FRIDAY!FRIDAY!
 1 3 6 2  V I CTO R I A ST R E E T N O RT H  K I TC H E N E R

ONE DAY ONLY!
F R I DAY 

N OV E M B E R  2 9
9AM to 

MIDNIGHT!

SCRATCHSCRATCH
andand

SAVESAVE 75%
off your entire 

purchase!*

SAVE 
up to

MIDNIGHT
MADNESS

OUR BIGGEST SALE 
OF THE YEAR!

Every SCRATCH 
reveals a DEAL!   

Federation of Independent Business 
(CFIB), something this owner said would 
have been beneficial.

“Consultation would have allowed all 
parties to provide input, thus balancing the 
effectiveness of the program and the effort 
needed from all parties. It would have al-
lowed for the implementation of a program 
that truly helps the people who need it.” 

CFIB president Dan Kelly called the tax 
holiday “a mess” in a post on the organiza-
tion’s website.

“Many retailers right now are in their ab-
solute busiest season and they may have to 
reprogram their point-of-sale machines not 
once but twice to remove the tax from some 
items and then to add the tax back.”

Kelly added some business owners 
he’s spoken to have to pay $500 each 
time a point-of-sale device needs to be 
reprogrammed.

The local retailer added while sales may 
increase and people will save a bit of mon-
ey due to the tax vacation, the drawbacks 
outweigh the benefits. 

“General business logic would suggest 
that it should help business revenue, but 
we need to weigh it against the resources 
needed, future impact to our country's debt 
burden and the real value toward the people 
the program is targeting.”  

The Liberal government will be borrow-
ing roughly $6 million to provide millions 
of Canadians with a $250 cheque in April, 
should the measure pass. The business own-
er added the pandemic’s safety measures 
made sense and they were happy to oblige, 
but this time around, it doesn’t make sense.

“As any small business owner operating 
through COVID, we were willing to han-
dle the extra burden for activities that tru-
ly benefited our community. This program 
that runs for a short time will compete with 
our limited resources without truly benefit-
ting the targeted group,” the local business 
owner said. 

They added a government that is willing 
to take action to help people is always a 
good idea, but consideration must always 
be given to the  idea's effectiveness, effi-
ciency and value in tapping the means of 
small operators.

“Personally, I am indifferent to the idea, 
but aware that it will create extra non-val-
ue-added work for small businesses.”        

Angie Scheid is the owner of Cloverleaf 
Farms Food Outlet in New Hamburg and 
said there are many unknowns.

“When I read the news the other day, 
I said what does it mean for me? I guess 
what we need to do is get into our register 

system and get a list from the government 
of what exactly is exempt because it’s very 
confusing.”

She added some of the items on the list 
are already tax-exempt, adding to the 
uncertainty.

“It’s a bit scary because I want to make 
sure we are exempting the proper things. 
We need to figure out what those things 
are and get them taken out. We’re lucky 
we have barcodes on our taxable items, so 
I don’t have to worry about relying on staff 
to try and remember what has tax and what 
doesn’t.”

Scheid is hopeful the plan will help the 
store’s sales but added a two-month exemp-
tion may not make much of a difference. 
She said it could help consumers struggling 
with the cost of food.

“I don’t know, to be honest, it’s so short-
lived. People with young families will be 
able to stock up on things they need but 
I don’t think it will make them buy more 
items like candy for example. I don’t think 
it will have much of an impact on increas-
ing our sales.”

She believed the products affected at 
her store would be sandwiches and sal-
ads, drinks, and snacks like candy and 
chocolate. 

According to a Canadian Press story 
released Tuesday, NDP Leader Jagmeet 
Singh said while he supports the Liberal 
plan to give Canadians a tax break during 
the holidays, he won’t back the $250 rebate 
proposal unless the government expands 
eligibility to the most vulnerable including 
seniors who aren’t working.

Continued from page 1

Local businesses frustrated by 
federal tax Vacation Plan

Cloverleaf Farms Food Outlet’s owner is 
looking for more information on the pro-
posed tax break by the federal Liberals. 
Contributed photo

ATTENTION SUBSCRIBERS:
Due to the current CUPE postal strike, we have had to suspend 
mailing your much-loved Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette.
We will be adding extra weeks onto subscriptions once the 
strike is done to cover the missed weeks. You can access the 
paper online at www.granthaven.com or it can be picked up at 
various locations in your area.
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To book your Christmas message contact:
Sharon Leis 519-580-5418 sharonbleis@gmail.com or

Wendy Lamond 519-655-2341 wendylamond74@gmail.com

Christmas/Holiday EditionChristmas/Holiday Edition
DECEMBER 19THDECEMBER 19TH

Support Your Local Newspaper Support Your Local Newspaper ANDAND Local Charities Local Charities

For Any Christmas or Holiday themed ads For Any Christmas or Holiday themed ads 
booked in our December 19th issue, booked in our December 19th issue, 

the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette will donate the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette will donate 
10% of ad proceeds10% of ad proceeds

to the Wilmot Family Resource and to the Wilmot Family Resource and 
TAP (Tavistock Assistance Program)TAP (Tavistock Assistance Program)

Deadline:  Friday, December 13th at noonDeadline:  Friday, December 13th at noon

...Tis The Season...Tis The Season

London trustee Beth Mai and Oxford 
County trustee Dave Cripps have both 
been re-elected as chair and vice-chair, re-
spectively, at the embattled Thames Valley 
District School Board (TVDSB).

Both elections took place during a spe-
cial meeting of the board on Tuesday eve-
ning as the province continues to keep a 
close eye on the spending habits of school 
boards across Ontario. 

"I am honoured to serve the board for a 
second year as chair alongside vice chair 
Cripps, with whom I share the leadership 
role. Looking ahead, I see our shared vi-
sion for the next year as one that builds on 
the current foundation,” said Mai in a re-
cent board press release. 

“As we move forward, I see us advanc-
ing our core mission of supporting stu-
dents in the best way possible and address-
ing emerging challenges and opportunities 
with the same determination and leader-
ship we’ve shown so far. And more than 
anything, I see us standing together as a 
board, united in our shared commitment, 
with integrity and purpose.” 

Mai is serving her first term as a trustee 
for London wards seven, eight, nine, 10 
and 13. She is a resident of London and 
has been actively involved with the school 
board for more than 23 years as an em-
ployee and volunteer. She was first elect-
ed to the position of chair in 2023. Before 
that, she served as vice chair.

Before the vote for chair was held, Mai 
gave about a four-minute speech and 
thanked her fellow trustees for having 
faith in her.

“It is deep in my belief in the capacity 
of this board to create meaningful change. 
I appreciate the trust and the opportunity 
to continue building on our progress to-
gether. I’d also like to recognize the valu-
able partnership I have had with vice chair 
Cripps.”

She said they have worked together to 
ensure the board remains transparent, ef-
fective and responsive to the needs of 
schools and the community.

“His contributions have been invaluable 
in fostering teamwork and supporting the 
board’s progress. I am deeply grateful for 
his leadership.”

Mai didn’t touch on the controversy 
surrounding the recent board retreat to a 
downtown Toronto hotel that cost taxpay-
ers nearly $40,000. The fallout saw Mark 
Fisher, the board's director of education, 
taking a paid leave of absence. Retired di-
rector of education Bill Tucker was named 
as an interim replacement. 

Mai said her goal of improved commu-
nication will carry on.

“We have worked to make sure everyone 
is informed, that everyone has a voice and 
is heard, and that we are accessible. The 
past few months have presented unique 
and complex challenges but they have also 
been opportunities to strengthen our lead-
ership and resilience.”

Mai added she is proud of how the board 

has risen to meet the challenges before 
them with focus and determination.

“I am confident we can continue to do 
so,” she added.

Cripps is also serving his first term as a 
trustee for Oxford County. He is a resident 
of Ingersoll where he works as a project 
and change management specialist and 
entrepreneur. Cripps has over 15 years 
of experience serving on elementary and 
secondary school councils as well as local 
home and school associations.

Cripps, who accepted a nomination to 
run for chair but was defeated by a single 
vote, conveyed his concerns regarding the 
affairs of the board before the election was 
held.

“If this was regular times for our organi-
zation, I would share with all of you some 
of my qualifications. I would share I was 
looking forward to executing our strategic 
plan and I would share I am excited to sup-
port student achievement and wellbeing.”

He added these are not regular times for 
the board.

“I will ask all of you as you vote, think 
about coming together. Think about the 
focus that we’ll have to have moving 
through the next year which will be dif-
ficult and most importantly, think about 
leading with empathy for all the folks we 
are going to impact with our decision over 
the next short period of time.”

Among those decisions is a continuing 
lack of funds to run the board.

The Thames Valley District School 
Board is facing a $6.4-million budget 

shortfall on top of its $7.6-million defi-
cit. About 600 fewer students enrolled at 
schools in September than what was pro-
jected. The board slashed the 2024-2025 
budget by $11 million in June through cuts 
that included 58 elementary and 24 high 
school teaching positions. Seventeen ear-
ly childhood-educator jobs and four posi-
tions in speech and psychological services 
were also removed.

TVDSB re-elects top two trustees as school board 
controversy continues

London trustee Beth Mai has been re-elect-
ed as chair at the Thames Valley District 
School Board. Oxford trustee Dave Cripps is 
also back as vice chair. Contributed photo

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
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Public meeting — December 12, 2024 
(Public Consultation Centre #3)
Wellesley Water and Wastewater Master Plan
The Region is responsible for the water and wastewater systems in the 
Village of Wellesley, and for planning for new growth while meeting 
regulatory requirements. The Region is developing the Wellesley Water 
and Wastewater Master Plan (WWWMP) to look at water and wastewater 
needs to 2051.

We want to hear from you.
Your feedback is an important part of this study. Please join us for a virtual 
meeting on December 12, 2024, at 7 p.m. Visit EngageWR.ca/wellesleywa-
ter to register for this meeting.

At this meeting, we will review the evaluation criteria and alternatives 
presented at the second public meeting (PCC#2). We’ll also share the 
preliminary recommendations on the preferred alternatives for water 
supply and wastewater and look for the public’s feedback on the evalua-
tion of those alternatives.

Project Information
More project information, including material from the first and second 
public meetings, is available at EngageWR.ca/wellesleywater or contact 
Kaoru Yajima, project manager at kyajima@regionofwaterloo.ca or Tom 
Mahood from our consultant team at tom.mahood@jacobs.com

This Class Environmental Assessment Study will be carried out as a Master 
Plan in accordance with the Municipal Engineers Association’s (MEA) 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (MCEA) Process (MEA 2000, as 
amended 2007, 2011, 2015, 2023), an approved process under the 
Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The study will follow MCEA 
Approach #2 for completing a Master Plan, which involves the preparation 
of the WWWMP at the end of Phases 1 and 2 of the MCEA process.

This notice was first issued on November 28, 2024.

For many years, family members of chil-
dren enrolled at Tavistock Public School 
(TPS) have watched their kids and grand-
kids perform during the annual Christmas 
program. 

This year will see grades one to three 
excluded.

The Gazette received numerous com-
ments from parents regarding the change 
in process this holiday season. The school 
and Thames Valley District School Board 
(TVDSB) were contacted and a response 
was given by superintendent Dennis 
Wright. There is no official word yet, but it 
appears kindergarten students will hold an 
event in mid-December and grades four to 
eight the day after.

Wright said he contacted TPS principal 
Jill Shushkewich, who said last year’s 
event went on for nearly four hours and the 
school received many complaints.

“By the time the last classes came out, 
half the audience had left and unfortu-
nately, we were over capacity for a while 
because we had so many people from the 
early grades. They had a conversation as 

a staff (at TPS) and decided rather than 
do every single grade, they would do a 
musical.”

Wright added one of the teachers took 
the project on and it was open to all grades 
to try out for. 

“That is happening and there is a special 
presentation from kindergarten students 
as well. It’s just a change of format. We 
have two or three additional classes this 
year and as the school grows, it becomes 
more difficult to have every single class 
present.”

TPS traditionally has one Christmas pre-
sentation during school hours and one in 
the evening on the same day. Wright added 
in the evening, staff are volunteering their 
time for it to happen.

“The decision that was made is they 
would have a play that would have as 
many students as possible. It’s not as if 
they’re not having a production. In fact, 
they are probably having a more refined 
production than they have had in the past,” 
added Wright.

The Gazette has reached out to and heard 
from several parents in grades one to three 
regarding the opportunity to audition for a 
part in the play. Those parents said nothing 

was communicated to them. 
“I think it's ridiculous to leave out three 

grades,” said one parent of a Grade 3 stu-
dent who didn’t want to be named. 

“I don’t understand how kindergartens 
can do a special thing on a separate night 
and not have grades one to three join. Do 
one to three one night and the musical 
with grades four to eight another night,” 
she added.

Wright said there was a conversation at 
TPS parent council last week before the 
December newsletter was released.

“When the December newsletter comes 
out, that communication was meant to 
happen and I think you are a little ahead of 
the communication. We are letting people 
know in the newsletter what is happen-
ing that evening. Everyone is welcome to 
come. Everyone is welcome to participate. 
That’s what the teachers have decided to 
do,” he added.

TVDSB has an equity and inclusive ed-
ucation policy which states “The board 
believes that equity of opportunity and 
equity of access to all programs, services 
and resources are critical to the wellbeing 
of those who serve the school system and 
to the achievement of successful outcomes 
by all those who are served.” 

Wright explained his understanding was 
anyone was able to audition.

“Everyone was allowed to try out for the 
play.”

When confronted with parental re-
ports of the opposite, he said that was his 
understanding.

“I’d have to double-check, to be honest 
with you, but the decision the staff made 
was to have one production. My under-
standing is the tryouts were open. If that’s 
not the case, obviously that’s something 
we can look at.”

Wright added when longstanding 

traditions change, people will be upset. 
The Gazette asked why parents weren’t 
informed before their children were told 
what was happening.

“Like I said, it was raised at parent coun-
cil and there was a plan for it to be in a 
newsletter. It’s not December yet so I’m 
not sure the timing could be much better 
in terms of communication. There was a 
plan for what the holiday event was going 
to be.”

The Gazette attempted to get in touch 
with someone on the school’s parent coun-
cil but was unable to find any contact 
information for the group or an updated 
website.

“We are updating the websites now. 
We just had a conversation about that to-
day and not all the websites are updated 
with respect to councils. That information 
needs to get on the website and it's not, ap-
parently, so we are working on that. There 
is messaging this week to principals about 
that,” said Wright.

Christmas programs are an extracurric-
ular activity and nothing in teacher’s con-
tracts states they need to give their time for 
it. Wright explained he has been at schools 
where staff haven’t done anything during 
the holiday season. He added some people 
felt disrespected by students and parents 
leaving during the 2023 Christmas event 
in Tavistock.

“We had to move some people around 
because of fire code and (the school) had 
to have a conversation about what that 
looked like. There are lots of different 
ways to solve those issues but when it 
comes down to it, we need staff to lead 
these things.”

Wright admitted that in a small town, 
a school needs to over-communicate so 
parents know what’s happening and feel 
included.

Changes to Tavistock Public School Christmas 
program leave some parents concerned 
LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

A festive group of women were working out and Movin' to the Music of the Christmas sea-
son.  Local participants come together twice a week at the New Hamburg Legion under 
the guidance of Joanne Aitken for fitness, dance and fun.  Age is no barrier to keeping 
fit while moving at any level to music from the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s.  The next session will 
get underway in the new year. For more information, call or text Aitken at 519-497-7028.

Movin’ to the Music gets into 
the Christmas season
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Deck the Halls
for Less! 
SHOP SUSTAINABLY AND 
SAVE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

mccthriftontario.com/newhamburg
41 Heritage Dr, New Hamburg, ON

Winners
 $700 - Brian Habermehl1.
 $500 - Rosemary Kenwell2.
 $500 - Donna Moss3.
 $300 plus Royal Dalton - Travis Hofstetter4.
 $250 Gift basket from Town Square
Pharmacy - Kathy Krissak

5.

 $200 - Marcella Habermehl6.
 4 tickets for Drayton Festival -  Mathias
Bossee

7.

 $200 - Kim Laderoute8.
 $200 - Donna Moss9.

Holy Family Parish Draw
was held on November 16, 2024 

Thank you
 to everyone that supported us. 

As federal Conservative Party leader 
Pierre Poilievre continues to speak out 
against the Liberal government’s Housing 
Accerlator Fund – a program he has vowed 
to scrap if elected Prime Minister – Perth-
Wellington MP John Nater is clapping 
back against claims of hypocrisy related to 
his supposed support of the program.

In late October, Poilievre announced 
plans to scrap the $4.4-billion Housing 
Accelerator Fund, a program that gives 
money to towns and cities that commit to 
reducing red tape to build more homes. At 
the time, the Conservative leader called 
the program overly bureaucratic and said 
he intends to use part of the funding from 
the Housing Accelerator Fund to support 
his plan to eliminate GST on the sales of 
newly built homes with a price tag of less 
than $1 million. 

“In Ontario today, one-third of the cost of 
every new home is direct taxes,” Poilievre 
said during the Oct. 28 press conference in 
Ottawa. “ … When you buy a new home 
today, more of the money you spend goes 
to bureaucrats than goes to the carpenters, 
electricians and plumbers who actually 
build the house.

“ … The GST was not meant to apply to 
the basic necessities of food and housing; 
that’s why the exemption existed in the 
first place. It is also why today I am an-
nouncing that a Pierre Poilievre led com-
mon sense Conservative government will 
axe the sales tax on new homes under $1 
million. … Getting rid of the GST on new 
homes will stimulate 30,000 new homes 

built every single year. … We’re going to 
cut two programs for sure and then more 
beyond that. One, the accelerator fund, has 
$3 billion left in it. It has been a disastrous 
program that has led to less homebuilding 
and more local bureaucracies.”

In response to Poilievre’s announcement, 
federal Housing Minister Sean Fraser said 
about a dozen Conservative MPs had writ-
ten to him in recent months advocating 
on behalf of communities in their ridings 
for housing support through the program. 
Poilievre’s office then released a list of 17 
Conservative MPs who had indeed written 
to the federal government asking for sup-
port for housing projects in their ridings. 

One of the names on that list was Nater’s, 
who says he wrote letters in support of lo-
cal municipalities who applied to the pro-
gram in the summer of 2023. 

Following a recent party directive pre-
venting Conservative MPs like Nater from 
advocating further for funding through the 
Housing Accelerator Fund, Nater says his 
correspondence with the government on 
behalf of those local communities proves 
the program did not deliver what it prom-
ised for residents of Perth-Wellington. 

“Unfortunately, a lot of the public com-
mentary on this Liberal program is nothing 
more than Liberal political spin and non-
sense,” Nater said in an email. “The letters 
referenced are not about current applica-
tions. In my case, they were about applica-
tions that were submitted over a year ago.

“ … I do this frequently in support of 
local organizations and municipalities. 
However, each and every application from 
Perth-Wellington was denied. Not a single 

community in Perth-Wellington benefited 
from this program. All municipalities in 
Perth-Wellington that applied for funding 
were rejected in March of 2024. Therefore, 
it is false to claim that I am withdrawing 
support.”

At the time he wrote his letters, Nater 
said he shared concerns with the govern-
ment about the funding-stream criteria. 
Nater says the fact many communities in 
Perth-Wellington were classified as large 
and urban according to the program crite-
ria put them in direct competition for fund-
ing with cities like Toronto, Mississauga 
and Hamilton.

North Perth Mayor Todd Kasenberg 
echoed Nater’s concerns in a letter sent to 
Fraser on behalf of North Perth council in 
August 2023.

“With a population of just over 15,000, 
the Municipality of North Perth was re-
quired to apply to the Housing Accelerator 
Fund (HAF) under the Large/Urban 
stream,” Kasenberg wrote. “ … Although 
North Perth has experienced strong growth 
over recent years, the municipality and our 
communities are still very much character-
ized as small and rural. North Perth does 
not possess the resources or amenities of 
our large, urban counterparts, including 
rapid-transit systems, financial tools, or 
municipal staff focused solely on grant 
writing.

According to Kasenberg’s letter, under 
the large/urban stream of the program, 
North Perth had to develop a Housing 
Action Plan with at least seven initiatives 
compared to the five initiatives under the 
small/rural/Indigenous stream. That meant 

numerous municipal staff had to repriori-
tize their regular duties and other projects 
to prepare a plan that could compete with 
Housing Action Plans from much-larger 
cities.

“If it wasn't so serious, it would be 
laughable to compare communities 
like Milverton, Listowel and Drayton 
with those of Toronto, Mississauga and 
Hamilton; but that's what this Liberal pro-
gram did,” Nater wrote in his email.

“Now that we have seen the clear fail-
ure of this Liberal program, I complete-
ly support scrapping this program. Quite 
frankly, it has failed to build houses. There 
is no hope for improving the housing cri-
sis under the current Liberal government. 
Instead, our common-sense Conservative 
team will remove the GST from the con-
struction of new homes under $1 million; 
a tax cut which will result in the building 
of as many as 30,000 new homes each 
year and save Canadians up to $50,000 on 
a new home.”   

According to media reports, since 
Poilievre has promised to cut the Housing 
Accelerator Fund, the federal government 
has written to warn more than 100 munic-
ipalities that already have made deals to 
secure funding.

Some Liberal MPs have claimed the 
Housing Accelerator Fund will lead to the 
construction of more than 250,000 homes 
in the Greater Toronto and Hamilton 
Area. Minister of Defence Bill Blair, who 
represents a Toronto-area riding,  warned 
that if Poilievre cuts the program, munici-
palities with ongoing financial agreements 
could be left in the lurch.

Nater refutes claims of hypocrisy as Poilievre vows 
to scrap Housing Accelerator Fund
GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter



7Thursday, November 28, 2024The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

East Zorra-Tavistock’s (EZT) recreation 
advisory committee (RAC) has operat-
ed for over two years with what could be 
called a low profile, but that may change 
as the township prepares the 2025 budget.

Kyle Smith is a community member and 
chair of the committee, and he explained 
there are three projects RAC has asked 
council to consider.

“A multi-use facility, a splash pad in 
Innerkip and a dog park. These were top 
items to be considered from two open 
houses as well as an online survey that 
was completed in the summer by staff and 
committee,” he said.   

The results were presented to the com-
mittee in the fall and included data from 
township residents. There was a total of 16 
asks by residents and the top three were a 
multi-use facility, outdoor multi-use courts 
and more trails. The spray pad came in at 
seventh on the list while the dog park was 
10th.

“From the discussion at the October 
meeting, township staff indicated there 
are several grant  opportunities  that they 
would look at applying for should council 
approve such projects. Keep in mind our 
committee mandate is to make suggestions 
to council, and it's ultimately their deci-
sion to approve our recommendations,” 
said Smith.

Larry Brown is a Tavistock resident who 
started a walking and social group at the 
Memorial Hall in Tavistock during the 
colder months. He said the recommenda-
tions, particularly the bricks and mortar 
part, are a step in the right direction.

“It’s good to see at least some interest in 

expanding the facilities across the board.”
Brown said one of the barriers to ex-

panding the offerings for area residents is 
a lack of available storage for items such 
as crokinole boards. He added municipal-
ities need to do more for residents, mainly 
because fewer people are involved in or-
ganizing social and recreational activities.

“The community spirit has definitely 
diminished. People are extremely busy 
working multiple jobs and when they get 
home, they have to rush their kids to hock-
ey and other activities. It doesn’t leave a 
lot of time for anything other than family. 
That shows up in the lack of interest in ser-
vice clubs.”

Brown, a member of the Tavistock 
Men’s Club, said some people can’t afford 
to pay membership fees nor do they have 
the time to participate.

Currently, there is no programming 
offered by the township, but Smith ex-
plained some residents have come forward 
to organize their own.

“The  township itself currently doesn't 
offer programming directly on their behalf 
but there are some community  members 
that have come forward and started a vari-
ety of programs be it outdoors or indoors. 
We've heard from pickleball  groups, a 
walking group and there's a group that gets 
together and plays cards in Tavistock.” 

Brown and his wife, Nancy, have been 
bringing seniors together on Monday and 
Wednesday mornings and so far, the town-
ship has not asked them to pay for use of 
the Memorial Hall.

Smith added the committee has talked 
about the potential of the township itself 
offering programming directly from the 
township, but no suggestions have reached 

the council table yet. He also said im-
proved communication is needed.

“This was discussed at our last commit-
tee meeting about finding ways to commu-
nicate to residents. More work needs to be 
done with this, not only at our committee 
level but also at the (township) staff level,” 
Smith said.

Very few communities offer no-charge 
activities for residents of any age. Brown 
doesn’t expect EZT to change the norm 
based on what other area municipalities 
are doing.

“People are having to pay, even the 
Wilmot Recreation Centre is charging to 
use the walking track. The walking track at 
Cowan Park in Woodstock is a paid facility. 
Senior groups in Woodstock and Stratford 
charge membership fees,” Brown said.

Will Jacques, former EZT clerk and cur-
rent community and recreation services 
manager, said most recreation opportuni-
ties in the community using township fa-
cilities are run by user groups or private 
individuals.  

“This has been the case for a number of 
years and not unlike most other munici-
palities,” he said. “Organizations who use 

our recreation facilities have been respon-
sible to pay for their usage. As with all of 
its programs and services, the township 
continuously reviews what it offers to en-
sure that we are meeting the needs of our 
residents, while also ensuring that we are 
properly managing the township in a fis-
cally responsible manner.”

He added if additional recreational pro-
gramming opportunities are made avail-
able in the future, it would involve council 
review and discussion.  

“Should there be financial considerations 
for the township and patrons or organiza-
tions, typically these discussions would 
occur during annual budget deliberations.”    

The township is also looking into po-
tential grants through the Community 
Sport and Recreation Infrastructure Fund, 
which provides funding to municipalities, 
Indigenous communities and non-profit 
organizations. 

The next RAC meeting is scheduled for 
Dec. 11 in Hickson in council chambers at 
7 p.m. Smith said he hopes it will be lives-
treamed on the EZT website, but Jaques 
said the township isn’t yet sure if that will 
happen.

EZT rec committee provides township with budget 
wish list after public consultation
LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Chair hoping to improve communication with residents

HAVE A STORY IDEA?
SEND IT TO OUR EDITOR 

GALEN SIMMONS AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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Two sets of triplets have arrived in New 
Hamburg.

They’re trees, recently planted in the 
Township of Wilmot Arboretum, but 
they’re significant.

Three of them are Eastern White Pines. 
This is Ontario’s official tree. It played an 
important role in the settlement of Ontario 
as many were used for masts for the 
British Navy. The trees grow very tall (one 
is the tallest-known tree in the province), 
they’re straight, easy to work, strong and 
light. White pine can live 250 years and is 
sometimes referred to as the Tree of Great 
Peace. 

In a happy coincidence, white pine nee-
dles grow on the twigs in clusters of five, 
the number of letters in both white and 
blanc. Spruce needles grow directly from 
the twig.

The other three are striped maples. 
Striped maples are also called moose-
wood, moose maples and (my favourite) 
goosefoot maples. When you see a leaf 
next spring, you’ll get it. 

The stripe on this tree is on the wood, 
not the leaves. Young trees are green with 
white stripes and, as they age, the striping 
will evolve to duller and darker colours. 
The green means young trees carry out 
photosynthesis in their trunks, even before 
leaves appear. These are understory trees, 
which do well in low light underneath 

other trees, but can shoot up if the oppor-
tunity arrives. They are also sequential 
hermaphrodites, meaning they can switch 
from male to female during their lives.  

Note the mulch around these new 

arrivals is shaped like a donut to retain soil 
moisture, discourage weeds and mowers, 
and is away from the trunk.

These trees were purchased by Garden 
Wilmot with a grant from the Ontario Horticultural Association, and planted 

with the cooperation of the township.

Two sets of triplets arrive in New Hamburg 

A Garden Wilmot volunteer plants one of three Eastern White Pine saplings purchased by 
the garden club in the Wilmot Arboretum. Photo by Marlene Knezevich

LOUIS SILCOX

Gazette Contributor

Garden Wilmot volunteers plant a Striped 
Maple sapling at the Wilmot Arboretum. Pho-
to by Marlene Knezevich
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NEW HAMBURG
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Fond memories and words of remembrance about his 
no-nonsense, practical approach to municipal politics are 
pouring in following the recent passing of Perth South 
Mayor and former Perth County warden Jim Aitcheson.

According to his obituary posted to the W.G. Young 
Funeral Home website, Aitcheson passed away on Nov. 
21 after a brief battle with cancer. He had been on leave 
from his duties as Perth South mayor and Perth County 
councillor since early October.

“I had the pleasure of working with Jim as a fellow 
member of county council and had the fortunate oppor-
tunity to work alongside him as deputy warden during 
his time as warden of Perth County,” said Perth County 
Warden Rhonda Ehgoetz in a press release from the coun-
ty announcing Aitcheson’s passing. “It has been an hon-
our to work alongside him and his voice and presence will 
be greatly missed around the council table.”

Other members of county council who served alongside 
Aitcheson said they will miss his presence and leadership 
around the county council table, and reminisced about his 
passion for local politics and his ability to tell a story that 
illustrated any point he was trying to make.

“He was protective of our rural farmlands,” said West 
Perth Mayor and county councillor Walter McKenzie, 
who worked closely with Aitcheson when McKenzie was 
warden and Aitcheson was deputy warden. “He was a 
straight shooter and you never had to guess what he was 
thinking. He would get a twinkle in his eye and a smile 
would appear on his face, and you knew that there was 
going to be one of Jim’s one-liner statements about to be 
heard.”

North Perth Mayor Todd Kasenberg, who also worked 
closely with Aitcheson as a fellow member of county 
council, described Aitcheson as “passionately fair, stal-
wart in what was important and possessing a rare mix of 
humour, wisdom and kindness.”

“As warden, he oversaw with grace and skill some rath-
er difficult times during the pandemic. It may be in that 
service that we owe him our biggest gratitude. He was 
part curmudgeon and part storyteller, and I enjoyed every 
minute of our public and behind-the-scenes work togeth-
er. A call with Jim was always a treat because he called 
it straight and was very reassuring. You knew where he 
stood and why he stood there.”

Aitcheson was first elected as councillor for the Downie 
Ward in the Township of Perth South in 2006. He served 
as Downie Ward councillor until 2022 when he was elect-
ed mayor of the Township of Perth South. 

Aitcheson spent a total of 13 years serving on Perth 
County council. He was elected warden of Perth County 
for three years spanning from 2019-2022. In his time as 
warden, he led the county through the unprecedented 
COVID-19 pandemic. Aitcheson was a tireless advocate 
for rural life and served on many committees of council. 

“Jim was never afraid to speak his mind,” Perth South 
acting Mayor Sue Orr said. “He was very good at asking 
the hard questions and, at times, had to make hard deci-
sions. His decision making was based on facts and good, 
long-term business sense not only for Perth South but also 
for Perth County. Jim would always pick up the phone 
to talk and to listen. He was an advocate for responsible 
farmhouse severances, mental-health issues, Woodland 
Towers, Spruce Lodge Long Term Care and, most impor-
tantly, he genuinely cared about them all. He also cared 
about the farming community, best land-use practices, the 
Optimist Club and, most importantly, his family. He was 
fiercely proud of his wife, Lori, and of all his children, 
especially their work ethics.”

Aitcheson also worked closely with his counterparts 
in neighbouring Stratford and St. Marys on issues of im-
portance like paramedic services, long-term care, pub-
lic-health services and regional transit.

“I appreciated his style of leadership, which was very 
direct, however (he was) always able to see the total pic-
ture,” said Stratford Mayor Martin Ritsma, who attended 
high school with Aitcheson at what was then Stratford 
Northwestern Secondary School (now Stratford District 
Secondary School). “His love of agriculture and his pas-
sion for farming and the preservation of our valuable 
farmland certainly resonated with me. … I know that 
Mayor Aitcheson’s work will continue to bear fruits well 
into the future.”

“I was fortunate to work closely with Jim during the 
pandemic during his time as warden,” said St. Marys 
Mayor Al Strathdee. “He offered a very cooperative and 
strong public front during a difficult time. I was grate-
ful for his leadership in strong support of public-health 
measures. Jim was also a very dedicated member of the 
St. Marys and Area Mobility Service. His advocacy for 
seniors and those in need of medical transportation will 
be missed. … Never one to shy away from a good laugh, 
it was always fun to be around Jim. Even in very stressful 
and serious situations, he had an uncanny ability to light-
en the mood.”

Flags at municipal buildings across Stratford, St. Marys, 
Perth County and Perth South were lowered last week in 
recognition of Aitcheson’s passing.

Perth-Wellington’s provincial and federal representa-
tives spoke fondly of Aitcheson’s political ability and his 
dedication to serving the people of his township and his 
county.

“Jim was a dedicated leader both in the community 
and on council,” Perth-Wellington MP John Nater said. 
“During his three terms as warden of Perth County, Jim 
navigated some of the most turbulent times in the county’s 
history and earned the respect and friendship of all who 
worked with him. Over 13 years in municipal government 
and many decades of volunteer service, he demonstrated 
strong leadership through his hard work, wise words and 
sound judgement. No matter the challenge, he was ready 
to help. I will miss his no-nonsense advice and his deep 
commitment to those he served.”

“During my time working with Jim, I knew him to be a 
devoted public servant always having the interests of the 
community at heart,” Perth-Wellington MPP Matthew Rae 
said. “From rural broadband to community infrastructure 
investments, it was always a pleasure working with Jim 
to improve our rural communities. Jim was also a proud 
husband, father and grandfather. I always appreciated his 
frankness and I know that he will be missed by myself and 
many others in Perth County and across Ontario.”

Outside of politics, Aitcheson was a loyal Downie 
Optimist from the day he first joined in November 1981. 
Aitcheson was active as the club treasurer from 1995 un-
til 2010. In 2014, he received Life Member status for his 
distinguished service as treasurer.

According to his obituary, Aitcheson’s favourite pas-
time was telling anyone and everyone about his children 
and grandchildren. He wanted everyone to know how 
proud he was about their various accomplishments and 
how well everyone was doing. 

Aitcheson’s family thanks the dedicated staff and volun-
teers at the Rotary Hospice Stratford-Perth and the Perth 
County Paramedic Service, as well as all of his friends 
and family who visited to keep him up to date on every-
thing that was happening in the community.

A celebration of life will be held for Aitcheson at 
Downie Optimist Community Centre (3185 Perth Road 
122, St. Pauls) on Wednesday, Dec. 4 from 1-4 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to the 
Rotary Hospice Stratford-Perth, St. Marys and Area 
Mobility Service or the Downie Optimist Club through 
W. G. Young Funeral Home (430 Huron St., Stratford) or 
online at www.wgyoungfuneralhome.com.

Friends and political colleagues remember former 
Perth County warden Jim Aitcheson 

Perth South Mayor and former Perth County warden Jim 
Aitcheson died Nov. 21 after a brief battle with cancer. Photo 
courtesy of Perth County

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

N.H. INC.
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1-866-267-6255

FREE MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT 
FOR ONTARIO FARMERS, 

FARM WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES

AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH, FRENCH & SPANISH

An error was printed in the story, 
"Local egg farmer and volunteer pre-
sented with King Charles III Coronation 
Medal," on page 5 of the Nov. 21 edition 
of the Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette. The 

story states Gary West and his family run 
Burnbrae Farms when, in fact, they run 
Westlandyn Farms. We regret any confu-
sion this may have caused.

CORRECTION: 

The United Way Perth-Huron has been 
a longstanding partner with the  Ontario 
Living Wage Network because they be-
lieve that solving poverty comes down to 
making sure people have enough money.

While the current minimum wage is 
$17.20, the living wage in the Grey-Bruce-
Perth-Huron-Simcoe region has increased 
to $23.05. 

“Solving poverty comes down to mak-
ing sure people have enough money, in-
come and housing,” said Ryan Erb, execu-
tive director of the United Way. 

“What we need to understand is that 
the minimum wage isn’t enough. A per-
son simply can’t make ends meet when 
they’re paid minimum wage. But the dif-
ference between the minimum wage and 
the living wage is $6 an hour. That is a lot 
of money.”

The living wage increase is primarily 
driven by housing and food costs. The rea-
son it didn’t increase more is due to federal 
policies on the $10-a-day daycare. Though 
the $10-a-day daycare policy is not yet 
available for everyone, it has had some in-
fluence on the updated living wage.

The living wage is calculated by con-
sidering housing, transportation, child 
care, food and other expenses such as in-
ternet access, a modest annual vacation 
and clothing. These expenses are weighed 
against federal subsidies, government tax-
es, transfers and benefits to calculate the 
final living-wage amount.

Two of the most prominent social deter-
minants of health are income and hous-
ing. United Way works on policy issues 
to make sure people have the income they 
need to make a living.

Employers will wonder how they can 
pay a living wage when they are strug-
gling, but the United Way and Ontario 
Living Wage Network are here to support 
businesses that want to provide a living 
wage. 

“Local employers continue to tell us 
that actually paying a living wage has 
increased productivity, reduced absentee-
ism and turnover,” said Erb. “In the end, a 
number of our certified employers tell us 
that it actually improves their bottom line. 
So, there is a business case for a living 
wage beside the humanity case.”

The Ontario Living Wage Network will 
work with any employer to put them on a 
path towards paying a living wage to their 
employees. Once a business is paying a 
living wage, they can apply and will be 
certified within two weeks. 

“Some small businesses are struggling,” 
said Erb. “We understand that here at the 
United Way. But we also understand that 
we have to, as a society, find a way to help 
everyone get to an income level they can 
manage, whether it is because of federal 
policy or because of increased wages – it 
can happen from either direction and both 
is probably the answer.”

To become a certified living wage em-
ployer, visit ontariolivingwage.ca and 
click certify. 

Grey-Bruce-Perth-
Huron-Simcoe’s living 
wage increases to $23.05 

Pictured from left to right are Bill Boon, Nathalia Salas and Sophie Vanstone from Aisin 
Canada Inc. in Stratford. Aisin is a Certified Living Wage Employer. Photo courtesy of United 
Way Perth-Huron

JULIA PAUL

Gazette Correspondent
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519.662.4990 | oktire.com
1413 Gingerich Road, Baden

STEER, STOP AND SAVE
UP TO $100 CONTINENTAL TIRE VISA PREPAID CARD

WITH THE PURCHASE OF 4 SELECT TIRES
until Dec. 8th, 2024

There was a celebration at the Maples 
Home for Seniors on Monday as resident 
Ron Rudy, who retired many years ago 
after spending most of his life as a police 
constable in Tavistock, was presented with 
new shoulder badges to add to the hun-
dreds he already has in his collection.

He and his family refer to them as “badg-
es of honour” when he started collecting 
police shoulder flashes and hat badges. 
At one time, they didn’t dream his hobby 
would become so extensive.

On a rough estimate, his collection con-
sists of more than 1,600 items.

Though the uptick in his collection has 
slowed over the years, the items within it 
are colourful reminders of long-disband-
ed police forces across the continent and 
around the world that still bring him a 
great deal of joy.

Rudy began his hobby when he be-
came an auxiliary police officer with the 
Woodstock OPP. Several officers were 

trading badges and Rudy thought it would 
be a good hobby to get involved with. He 
started writing letters to other forces and 
collected badges from police forces that 
had been disbanded.

He even stopped by to personally meet 
a retired chief in the village of Hastings in 
eastern Ontario to try and persuade him to 
give up a badge that was sought after by 
many collectors.

Eventually, he came home with the 
badge.

Among his collection, which was on 
display Monday at the Maples Home, are 
badges that are both colourful and large. 
An Alabama State Troopers badge tells the 
long history of the original 13 British colo-
nies. Along with these embroidered shoul-
der badges are many more cap badges, 
brilliantly polished and most from outside 
of Canada.

In an interview, granddaughter Julia 
Petrie said some of her earliest memories 
were sitting at her grandparents’ supper 

table on Friday nights, awaiting their bird, 
Tim, to begin his chirp at the sight of a 
burgundy 1980s Chevy Silverado driving 
up the lane. This chirp was a signal that 
Grandpa Rudy would be arriving home 
after a long day of working the courts 
and driving a prisoner-transport van as a 
special constable for the Woodstock City 
Police.

She said when her grandpa was in high 
school, he began an apprenticeship to be-
come an automobile mechanic. He worked 
at two different garages in Embro and 
eventually became an auxiliary constable 
with the OPP.

After that, he began a career that would 
make him Tavistock’s longest-reigning 
police constable.

After Rudy‘s retirement from policing, 
one could find him working at Zehr auto-
motive in Tavistock, driving the courier 

shuttle as well as picking up parts from all 
over southwestern Ontario.

Petrie says her grandfather officially 
retired from the working world in March 
of 2020 when the pandemic hit. It was for 
his own safety. The decision was made for 
him to finally retire at the age of 81.

She says she can almost guarantee he 
still longs for his days as a police officer, 
working alongside friend and neighbour 
Rick Walker.

His days look different now. Instead 
of patrolling the streets of Tavistock, he 
keeps a careful eye on the bottom floor of 
the Maples Home For Seniors.

It is here he ensures nobody bumps 
wheelchairs or speeds down the halls, and 
that all brakes on all walkers and wheel-
chairs are applied appropriately because 
it’s still in his blood to do so!

Retired Const. Ron Rudy celebrates policing collection 
with family and friends at the Maples Home for Seniors 

The Rudy family, from left, include retired Const. Ron Rudy, Donna Rudy, Jeff Rudy, Karen Rudy, Julia Petrie and Deb Patton, as well as East 
Zorra-Tavistock Mayor Phil Schaefer.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

Retired police Const. Ron Rudy, friend Irvin Zehr and fellow police officer and friend Rick 
Walker.

Only a small number of the shoulder patch-
es and hats Const. Ron Rudy has collected 
over the years were on display at a reception 
on Monday in the Maples Home for Seniors 
in Tavistock.
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St George’s Anglican Church
Corner of Waterloo St and Byron St, New Hamburg
Weekly Sunday services at 10:15 am.  All are welcome.
https://www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com

St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd Wilmot Township
All are welcome.
Rev Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com

St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212 
Pastor Jim Brown
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon 
discussion. All are welcome

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP

Berniece Ronda 
(Baechler) Girodat 

Of Owen Sound, passed 
away at Brightshores Health 
System, Owen Sound, on 
Thursday, November 21, 
2024, in her 69th year. 
Survived by her daughter 
Lena Elzinga, her grandchil-
dren Chandler and Emma 
Bergman, and her son Lenze 
(Lindsay) and his children. 
Sister of Barry Baechler 
of Calgary, Brian Baechler 

of London, Betty (Wayne) Bell of Chesley, Pat 
(Steve) Whitelaw of Waterloo, Donna (Scott) Fillier 
of Kitchener, Grant (Bonita) Baechler of Midland, 
and Brian Wright of Barrie. Aunt of Layne, Gage, 
Lindsay, Chris, Kevin, Kyle, Robin, Joey, Melanie, 
Heather, Paul, Amy and Jennifer. Survived by her 
many great nieces and nephews, and her mother Eva 
Schade. Predeceased by her maternal grandparents 
who raised her, Gertrude and Ernie Holmes, Bill and 
Annie Baechler, sister Brenda Boyachuk, her father 
Lloyd Baechler (Lillian), and her stepfather Stu 
Schade.  Cremation has taken place, and a private 
family service will be held at a later date. Memorial 
donations to Diabetes Canada would be appreciated 
as expressions of sympathy. Funeral arrangements en-
trusted to Rhody Family Funeral Home, Chesley. 

www.rhodyfamily.com

OBITUARY

Farrell Milton Sippel
June 21, 1937 – November 17, 2024

Passed away in Miami 
Florida, formerly from 
Tavistock and Stratford 
Ontario, on Sunday, 
November 17, 2024, with his 
family by his side, in his 87th 
year.

Survived by his wife Carol 
Sippel (nee Lalonde) and 
father to Steven Sippel (Jim), 
Richard Sippel (Laura), 
Michael Sippel (Sissy) and 

Sherry Mercugliano (Larry). Grandfather to Kimberly 
Sippel (Corina), Samantha Clark (Brandon), 
Meagan Sippel, Brittany Baldetti (Tony), Nicholas 
Sippel-Mercugliano (Kaytie), Jessica Mercugliano, 
Jacqueline Sippel and Jorja Sippel. Great-grandfather 
to Kallen Sippel-Mercugliano and Abigail Baldetti. 
His sister Claudette Wettlaufer and his nephews Fred 
Wettlaufer, Charles Wettlaufer (Chris) and niece 
Marianne Ruby (Dale), as well as other close family 
members and friends.

Predeceased by his parents Milton and Florence 
Sippel (nee Berger), his father and mother-in-law 
Donald and Lois Elliott (nee Cole) and his brother-
in-law Jack Wettlaufer, as well as other close family 
members and friends.

OBITUARY

Sorry For Your Loss

May the road rise up to meet you. May the
wind be always at your back. May the sun
shine warm upon your face; the rains fall soft
upon your fields and until we meet again,
may God hold you in the palm of His hand.

Maximize your 
return.

Conservative
Advice for
Intelligent
Decisions Donna L. Hinz

196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4

519-273-1633    franklinehinz.com

For its tenth year, the Stratford 
Christmas Trail continues to add 
a unique twist to the holiday 
gift-shopping experience.

The Christmas Trail features 
more than 50 local business-
es across Stratford, St. Marys, 
Mitchell and Shakespeare. Trail 
passes cost $35 and can be pur-
chased at Destination Stratford, 
Bradshaws and Stone Home 
Creatives, as well as various lo-
cations within the participating 
communities. 

“We have been perfecting the 
experience for 10 years and lo-
cal businesses have definitely 
noticed the growth and the ben-
efits for participating during this 
time of year,” said April Murray, 
brand manager at Destination 
Stratford. 

“It has been a fantastic way to 
increase foot traffic into the re-
tailers that are on the trail. The 
annual event has been shown to 
boost sales among the shops and 
there is a true sense of communi-
ty among the businesses as they 
come together to enhance those 
local relationships.” 

Gift items such as home de-
cor, stocking stuffers, jewelry, 

holidays and other seasonal ma-
terial will be available to pur-
chase at participating businesses. 

The Christmas Trail will have 
36 stops in Stratford and 14 
checkpoints through St. Marys 
and Shakespeare 

Murray says the event attracts a 
large amount of outside commu-
nity engagement in regions such 
as Kitchener-Waterloo, Toronto 
and the GTA, and London, and 
has made a positive impact on 
local business. 

Thousands of people participate 
in the event every year with last 
year's event reaching its highest 
sales record so far. Zac Gribble, 
executive director at Destination 
Stratford, mentioned in a press 
release the tourism organization 
plans to continue to build on last 
year’s sales numbers. 

“This is certainly really re-
warding. The visitor economy 
is vitally important to the local 
economy and for us to create op-
portunities for businesses to truly 
benefit from is an amazing feel-
ing,” said Murray. “We encour-
age businesses to experience our 
trails and for our shoppers to con-
tinue enjoying the experience.” 

The holiday event will run 
from Nov. 1 to Dec. 20. 

Destination Stratford launches 
Christmas Trail for the 2024 season 
ALEX HUNT 

Gazette Contributor

Build your own hot chocolate at Mercer Beer 
Hall  is one of many perks for those partici-
pating  in the Stratford Christmas Trail. Photo 
courtesy of Destination Stratford 
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WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock
Phone: 519-655-2151
All are welcome
Service led by Rev. Marilyn Arthur
Music by Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Pastor Steve Hoffard 
Church Office 519-655-2372
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Interim Pastor Harold Schlegel.
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am, 
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship 
service.

Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario
Questions or Need Help?
Text or Call: (519) 655-2413
tavistockbc.org
Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Phone: (519) 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

The Wilmot-Tavistock 
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1.	 What year was the first S&P 500 mutual 
index launched?

2.	 What was Justin Bieber’s first billboard 
hit?

3.	 What was the other name for Chutes and 
Ladders game?

4.	 Who was the 32nd President of the U.S?
5.	 Dementors appear in what movie franchise?
6.	 The only dessert in Canada is located in 

what province?
7.	 What animal has the biggest eyeballs?
8.	 A Geiger counter is used to measure what?
9.	 When you obtain 5 of the same suit in 

Poker it is called a ____?
10.	What is cardiology is the study of?

Answers found on page 26

By Sydney Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

November 26 - December 3, 2014, Edi-
tion (10 years ago)
Record low temperature was recorded 
last week for Nov. 19 of -12°C; the lowest 
since 1914; all the white stuff has melted 
with heavy rain and +13°C expected on 
Monday.
Entries in this year’s Men’s Club Santa 
Claus Parade on Saturday, Nov. 29, 2014, 
all had their own ideas. The parade was 
held on a beautiful, sunny afternoon. The 
cold morning air started to warm just be-
fore noon and brought a big crowd to the 
downtown to meet Santa Claus beside the 
post office after the parade. 
Council supports golf course boundary 
adjustment: The council of the Town-
ship of East Zorra-Tavistock met in the 
Hickson Municipal Office at 10 a.m. on 
Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2014. Council adopt-
ed the October 2014 Pay Voucher in the 
amount of $552,832.05. A recreational lot 
of 4.2 hectares (10.5 acres) will be added 
to the immediate north of the golf course, 
containing a house, barn and three acces-
sory structures. 
November 24 - December 1, 2004, Edi-
tion (20 years ago)
When the next siren sounds in Tavistock, 
fire and police will respond from their 

new headquarters at 260 Woodstock St. S. 
Since breaking ground in early July, B&B 
General Contracting has managed to com-
plete the project on schedule. “The result is 
a great asset to the community,” said Fire 
Chief Bruce Holst as he welcomed present 
and former firefighters, dignitaries and the 
public to an open house on Sunday after-
noon, Nov. 21, 2004. The total estimated 
cost of the project was set at $750,000 and 
they ended with a total cost of $856,000. 
A brighter, more open-concept reception 
area greets customers at the newly reno-
vated Hickson post office. Postmaster Ms. 
Jennie Agnew welcomed the community 
to an open house on Friday, Nov. 19 to 
show off the new look and share refresh-
ments and some of her homemade baked 
goods. 
Gorgeous, spring-like weather greeted 
parade goers Saturday afternoon as the 
Tavistock Men’s Club hosted their an-
nual Santa Claus Parade down the main 
street of the village. Fifteen entries in the 
family, non-commercial and commercial 
float categories, as well as two bands, por-
trayed the theme of “A Christmas Carol.” 
Lots of colourful Santa hats could be seen 
as well as larger-than-life, inflated Frosty 
the Snowman characters. And along be-
hind came that jolly old elf himself, San-
ta Claus, who stopped at the police office 
parking lot to hand out about 650 candy 
bags and take Christmas wishes from the 
youngsters.
November 21-28, 1984, Edition (40 
years ago)

John Pellow was the recipient of this year’s 
Optimist Youth Scholarship Award at the 
teen dance held in the Board of Trade 
building on Friday, Nov. 16. Youth activ-
ities chairman Glen Seyler made the pre-
sentation. John will use the $250 scholar-
ship to further his education at university. 
Seventeen new Brownies were enrolled 
on Thursday night in the Hickson Town-
ship Hall at a ceremony which marked the 
formation of the First Hickson Brown-
ie Pack. The Brownies, along with four 
leaders, were formally enrolled by district 
commissioner Mrs. Doreen Hess. Brown-
ies include Beth Capling, Marcia Oliver, 
Suzanne Jackson, Mary Elizabeth Mc-
Burney, Debbie Wilker, Sarah King, Tri-
cia Oliver, Jenny Walters, Jenny Donald-
son, Lori Williams, Karla Reibling, Tanya 
Donaldson, Angie Walters, Tricia Zehr, 
Cindy Eaton, Tricia Smith and Sheryl 
Cottrell. The leaders are Brown Owl Tory 
Reibling, Tawny Owl Wendy Wilters, 
Grey Owl Barb Wilker and Snowy Owl 
Carolyn Jackson. 
Santa and Mrs. Claus share a moment on 
the Tavistock and district figure skating 
club float Saturday, prior to the start of the 
second annual Santa Claus parade. Kari 
Killing played the jolly old elf and Ang-
ie Bender knitted a scarf in her rocking 
chair while a multitude of club members, 
dressed in animal costumes, elf outfits 
and at least one tin soldier completed the 
scene. The float took first place in the 
commercial and organizations category. 

The Old Gazettes

BE IN THE KNOW!
Get the Latest 

Edition Delivered 
Straight to Your 

Inbox!
granthaven.com/wilmot-tavistock-gazette

Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

FREE

ADVERTISE WITH US!
Contact Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or sharonbleis@gmail.com

CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR LOCAL PAPER!
SEND US YOUR STORY IDEAS AND YOUR LETTERS TO THE 

EDITOR TO GALEN SIMMONS AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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With a vote of confidence from her fel-
low board members and the strength of her 
faith behind her, Mary Helen Van Loon 
has agreed to serve her fifth consecutive 
term as chair of the Huron Perth Catholic 
District School Board’s (HPCDSB) board 
of trustees.

At the annual meeting of the board Nov. 
18, Van Loon was re-acclaimed to the po-
sition of chair after no other board mem-
bers put their names forward for the lead-
ership position. Van Loon was first elected 
as the trustee for St. Marys, Perth South 
and West Perth in 2017 after the previous 
trustee vacated the position mid-term. In 
2019, she served as vice chair of the board 
of trustees before stepping into the chair 
position the following year.

“I enjoy the job; I enjoy being chair and 
I think since we were in the process of hir-
ing a new director (of education), I felt it 
might be a good consistency to stay with 
the same chair (to help her) learn the pro-
cess of the job rather than having every-
body new,” Van Loon said, referring to the 
school board’s recent announcement that 
superintendent of education Karen Tigani 
will be promoted to director of education 
once current director Chris Roehrig retires 
in February 2025. 

“I was like, ‘Someone else is welcome 
to take (the chair position),’ and they were 
like, ‘No, no, it’s good. We’re happy to 
keep you there.’ So that’s great. I’m very 
grateful for their confidence in me leading 
the board.”

Van Loon she is excited to work with 
Tigani – someone she and the entire board 
have been working with for years – through 

her transition into the director-of-educa-
tion role. While she’s sad to see Roehrig 
leave the position, she’s encouraged by the 
opportunity to work with a new director 
who is already so familiar with the people, 
schools and policies of HPCDSB.

“(Chris) led us through some very tough 
times, not only in education but in the 
world, but Karen is one of ours’. We’re 
very confident in having her at the helm 
and I think it’s going to be a very good 
transition. They worked very well togeth-
er, they worked together on our strategic 
plan and I’m excited about that coming 
up in the new year, so I think it’s in good 
hands,” Van Loon said.

The new chair of the trustee board said 
she is also excited to continue working 
with the board’s new vice chair, Tina 
Doherty. Doherty was first elected to the 
board in 2014 as trustee for the Stratford 

area with oversight of Jeanne Sauvé, St. 
Aloysius, St. Joseph’s and St. Ambrose 
catholic elementary schools, as well as St. 
Michael Catholic Secondary School. Like 
Van Loon, she has previous experience 
serving in this role on the board.

“Two years ago, she was vice chair, 
and Tina and I are both on the St. Andre 
Bessette (trust fund) committee, which is a 
fundraiser for students in need,” Van Loon 
said. “So, we’ve worked well together and 
it should be a good year. … There’s lots of 
experience on the board and thank good-
ness. That’s really helpful when you’re 
trying to make decisions and figuring out 
how you’ve done things in the past.” 

Looking ahead to the new year, Van 
Loon, Doherty and their colleagues on 
the board of trustees share Pope Francis’ 
message of joy and hope overcoming all 
obstacles, whatever they may be. 

Van Loon elected for fifth consecutive term as 
HPCDSB board-of-trustees chair 
GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
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SPORTSThe Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Georgian Bay
Applekings

Tavistock
Royals

FIRST RESPONDERS 
NIGHT

Free admission for all Paramedics, 
Police, Firefighters, Nurses and Doctors

TAVISTOCK ROYALS SR. “AA” HOCKEY

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH

AT 7:30PM
TAVISTOCK & DISTRICT

RECREATION CENTRE

After a pair of weekend losses, Tavistock 
went into Hespeler for a rare Provincial 
Junior Hockey League (PJHL) Tuesday 
night game against the Doherty Division 
cellar dwellers. 

It was just what they needed.
The Braves came away with a very effi-

cient 4-1 victory to move into sole posses-
sion of sixth place in the Doherty Division 
standings, one point ahead of the Paris 
Titans.

Tavistock jumped out to a 3-0 lead ear-
ly in the second period on goals from Will 
Schlotzhauer, Liam Gorman and Carter 
Arseneau. Arseneau added his second of 
the game and seventh of the season with 
four seconds left.

General manager Brent Lange is opti-
mistic despite the team’s struggles so far 
this season.

“We aren't missing much really. This is 
a good team, we just need to find where 
guys fit.  We have been so hampered by 

injuries since Game 2 of the season. We're 
slowly getting guys back and it is time to 
see what type of team and lines we can put 
together finally.”

Lange added because of the injury bug, 
the team is a bit behind others.

“We haven't even got to see how the 
lines we envisioned at the start of the sea-
son will work together until now.”

One bright spot for the team has been the 
play of recently acquired Liam Gorman, 
who was obtained from the Stratford 
Warriors of the Greater Ontario Junior 
Hockey League (GOJHL). The Cambridge 
native has four goals and two assists in 
five games as a Brave.

“He has come in since joining with us 
and made a nice impact. He's the type of 
player that can play in all parts of our line-
up and is a welcome addition to our club.”

Tavistock still leads the Doherty Division 
in penalty minutes with 511 in 22 games, 
something Lange said has been addressed 
in the locker room.

“It should be something that will start 
coming around for the better soon here. 

When some guys are playing in different 
roles throughout the lineup due to the in-
juries we had or have and some things are 
not going your way, tempers sometimes 
get the best of you and boil over when 
things aren’t working out.”

He added the division is still tight over-
all and no one can take a night off.

“You go through the scoreboard night in 
and night out and the top teams can lose a 
game to a bottom team any given night. It 
might not look like that when you just look 
at it from the outside looking in, or from 
a computer, but when you get to a game, 
you can see it night in and night out. This 
division is so strong.”

In Woodstock on Saturday, the Braves 
dropped a 5-1 decision to the Navy Vets 
in front of nearly 600 fans. Gorman gave 
Tavistock a 1-0 lead early in the first peri-
od on a setup from Jack Hodge and Izac 
Blum. Dorchester downed the Braves 4-2 
on Friday night. Marc Dionne and Jaden 
Schiell found the scoresheet for Tavistock.

The Braves have this coming weekend 
off before travelling to New Hamburg on 

Dec. 6 to battle the Firebirds.
New Hamburg splits weekend 

matchups
The Firebirds kicked off the week-

end with a 5-0 trouncing of Paris. Jake 
Thompson had a huge night with two 
goals and two assists. Owen Fischer and 
Cohen Van Zuillen chipped in with two 
points each while Josh Jacklin earned the 
shutout with a 28-save performance.

New Hamburg travelled to Norwich on 
Saturday for a matchup against the first-
place Merchants. The Firebirds never led 
in the game and dropped a 6-3 decision. 
Fischer, Antonio Pasqualino and Aiden 
Reid scored in the losing effort. 

Applejacks down Shamrocks in 
overtime

Wellesley earned a 4-3 overtime win 
thanks to Kian Harron’s seventh goal of 
the season three minutes into the extra pe-
riod. The Applejacks roared out to a 3-0 
lead on goals from Jack Wamsley, Ian 
Waddel and Harron, but the Shamrocks 
tied the game with under two minutes re-
maining in regulation.

PJHL Roundup: Braves down Shamrocks to snap 
two-game skid 
LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Correspondent

Royals drop second straight 

Tavistock lost 6-4 to Saugeen 
Shores on the weekend and, in do-
ing so, the Royals dropped to fifth 
place in the Ontario Elite Hockey 

League (OEHL) standings, just one 
game over .500. 

Trevor Sauder scored twice in a 
losing effort, his eighth and ninth 
goals of the season while Matt Zilke 
had a pair of assists. Single markers 
went to Jeremy Munro and Andrew 

Van Boekel.
The Royals outshot the Peach 

Kings 47-37.
Next action for Tavistock is 

Saturday as they finish a home-and-
home against Georgian Bay.

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Correspondent

RW ROW STK GPCT
14 14 3-0-0-0 0.615
13 15 0-1-0-0 0.576
13 13 2-0-0-0 0.571
9 10 1-0-0-0 0.580
6 8 0-1-0-0 0.447
7 7 1-0-0-0 0.467
6 7 0-2-0-0 0.416
4 4 0-1-0-0 0.349

1 Norwich Merchants
2 New Hamburg Firebirds
3 Woodstock Navy Vets
4 Wellesley Applejacks
5 Dorchester Dolphins
6 Tavistock Braves
7 Paris Titans
8 Hespeler Shamrocks

South Doherty Division

South Doherty division
standings

As of Wednesday, November 27

South Doherty Division GP W L OTL T SOW SOL PTS OTW GF GA DIFF PCT PIM
1 Norwich Merchants 21 16 5 0 0 2 0 32 0 80 50 30 0.762 280
2 New Hamburg Firebirds 21 15 5 0 0 0 1 31 2 91 67 24 0.738 329
3 Woodstock Navy Vets 21 14 6 0 0 1 1 29 0 84 63 21 0.690 264
4 Wellesley Applejacks 19 12 5 1 0 2 1 26 1 65 47 18 0.684 406
5 Dorchester Dolphins 20 8 10 0 0 0 2 18 2 51 63 -12 0.450 321
6 Tavistock Braves 22 8 13 1 0 1 0 17 0 78 89 -11 0.386 511
7 Paris Titans 23 7 14 2 0 0 0 16 1 62 87 -25 0.348 308
8 Hespeler Shamrocks 21 4 14 2 0 0 1 11 0 52 97 -45 0.262 326

South Doherty Division

ADVERTISE WITH US! Contact Sharon Leis at 
519-580-5418 or sharonbleis@gmail.com
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Call 519-462-2259 or 519-462-2947
596633 County Rd 59, 3 miles south of Tavistock

Apples available are Spartans, Gala, 
Empire, Cortland, Tolman Sweets, Russets, 

Ambrosia, Northern Spy, Mutsu, 
Red & Golden Delicious and Idared.

Apple Products, Fresh local produce, Honey, 
Jams and Pickles, Squash and Pumpkins

 Beautiful Fraser Fir Wreaths
Christmas Urns available starting Friday, Nov 22nd

 Kintore Co�ee and Deep Purple Lavender
Monday - Saturday, 9 am - 5 pm

SEND YOUR SPORTS STORY IDEAS TO SPENCER SEYMOUR AT 
SPENCER.SEYMOUR88@GMAIL.COM

196 Ontario Street, Stratford
519-273-1633

ALL OF THE CALENDARS 
HAVE BEEN SOLD

OPTI-CASH CALENDAR DRAW

Optimist Club of 
Downie Inc.

Nov. 17 Shelly Bennett, Embro  . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Nov. 18 Mark Monteith, St. Marys  . . . . . . . . $50.00
Nov. 19 Ed Lalfrey, Stratford  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Nov. 20 Myra Farquhar, Stratford  . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Nov. 21 Mary Nash, St. Pauls  . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Nov. 22 Dan & Nora Fulcher, British Columbia  $50.00
Nov. 23 Kevin Ruston, Stratford  . . . . . . . . . $200.00
Nov. 24 Dianne Herold, Shakespeare  . . $50.00
Nov. 25 Amy Cobberley & Derek Ruthig, St. Marys $50.00
Nov. 26 Emma Coughlin, North Bay  . . . $50.00
Nov. 27 Erica Riddell, Granton  . . . . . . . $50.00
Nov. 28 Bill & Betty van Heeswyk, St. Marys $50.00
Nov. 29 Gail Adams, St. Marys  . . . . . . . $50.00
Nov. 30 Ron & Mary Kay Whaling, St. Pauls $200.00

The Wilmot Aquatic Aces showed off 
for the hometown crowd when they hosted 
their first meet of the 2024-2025 swim-
ming season Nov. 16-17 at the Wilmot 
Recreation Centre.

A total of 225 swimmers representing 
five different clubs from around Ontario, 
including the Cambridge Aquajets, Norfolk 
Hammerheads Aquatic Club, Region of 
Waterloo Swim Club and Rocket Swim 
Club, competed.

A swim meet of this size required more 
than 250 volunteer shifts to be filled. The 
Aces would not be able to host meets with-
out the support of the community and the 
countless hours contributed by dedicated 
volunteers. When a technical issue shut 
down the electronic timing system mid-af-
ternoon on Sunday, parents, grandparents, 
aunts, uncles and students were pulled 
from the crowd, handed stopwatches and 
made it possible for the meet to continue 
while repairs were made to the scoreboard.

The Aces came away from the meet with 
medals, personal best times and region-
al and provincial qualifying times. The 
Aces currently have 22 swimmers qual-
ified for the Western Ontario Regional 
Swim Championships in February 2025. 
Six swimmers have also qualified for the 
Ontario Age Group Championships com-
ing up at the end of February.

The list of the Aces’ regional qualifiers 
included Grace Bach, Adam Barabas, Lilah 
Bergman, Sadie Black, Silas Campbell, 
Drew Currah, Bailey Ewanchuk, Campbell 
Golem, Mabel Harcourt, Tyler Johnson, 

Gracie Kuttschruter, Angela Levac, Lucy 
Levac, Anna MacDonald, Katie Maund, 
Taylor Murphy, Elizabeth Pfeifer, Robert 
Pop, Benjamin Sos, Evelyn Vusich, Tess 
Weyers and Tessa Whitelaw.

Bach, Campbell, Currah, MacDonald, 

Pop and Weyers also earned provincial 
qualifications.

The Aces will be back in action Nov. 
29 to Dec. 1 when they compete for the 
Trojan Cup in Barrie.

Aces qualify for regionals, provincials at first meet 
of 2024-2025 

Mya Parish competing in the 100-metre butterfly final at the Nov. 16-17 meet hosted at the Wilmot Recreation Centre. Contributed photo

WILMOT-TAVISTOCK GAZETTE STAFF

thewtgazette@gmail.com

Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 
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Factory Fresh To Your Table
Over 20 cheese varieties
available in our factory

29 Bleams Rd. W., New Hamburg • 519-662-1212

Monday to Friday
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Saturday
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

 Closed Sundays

Saturday, November 30, 2024 at 1:00 pm
Santa Claus ParadeSanta Claus Parade

Theme: Favourite Winter Activity
Meet Santa at Pavilion Queens Park

for milk, cheese and candy
Float Registry: Family, Organizations, Commercial 

Judged at 12:30
Email: info@tavistockmensclub.ca 

or call 519-655-3573 for entry and details
Monetary donations collected for TAP 

along parade route.

PARADE
ROUTE

The TD Classic 4-H dairy team from 
Oxford County came home from the 

102nd Royal Agricultural Winter Fair with 
their highest-placing county exhibit ever.

Overall, the county team placed second 
in the Premier County competition.

The following are the individual plac-
ings in the final lineup: 

•	 Showmanship: Nathan Wilker 
- second 

•	 Intermediate: Gavin DaSilva - sixth 
•	 Junior: Bren Zeldenrijk - 16th 
•	 Intermediate: Megan Atkinson 

- 18th
•	 Senior: Zack DaSilva - 19th 
Confirmation placings in the final lineup:  

•	 Amber Warboys - fourth 
•	 Summer Yearling, Keaton Jones 

- sixth 
•	 Summer Yearling, Zach DaSilva 

- sixth 
•	 Fall Heifer: Nathan Wilker - seventh 
•	 Winter Heifer: Gavin DaSilva - 7th 
•	 Spring Heifer: Megan Atkinson 

- 12th 

Oxford County 4-H dairy classic team brings home 
success rom Royal Agricultural Winter Fair 

Pictured are the youth on the Oxford County 4-H Classic Team. From top left clockwise are 
Zach DaSilva, Megan Atkinson, Nathan Wilker, Keeton Jones, Keenan Grieve(alternate), Am-
ber Warboys, Bren Zeldenrijk, Gavin DaSilva and, in the centre, Carmyn Doan. Contributed 
image

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

Members of Oxford County 4-H Classic Dairy team at the 102nd Royal Winter Agricultural 
Fair in Toronto. Contributed photo

www.stonetowntravel.com

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL Where in the world Where in the world 

would you like to go?would you like to go?  

Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel 

consultants today!consultants today!
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985434 Perth Oxford Rd.,
Tavistock, ON.

519-655-2014
www.homedesignsmart.com

Every year when the Royal Agricultural 
Winter Fair rolls around in November, 
there are many area dairy cattle breeders 
who take time to get animals ready for the 
biggest and best show in the country.

The Weldrick family on the 16th Line 
near Cassel in East Zorra-Tavistock were 
busy doing just that.

Bryan and Jennifer Weldrick, and their 
two small children, are becoming known 
very quickly as one of the top Jersey cat-
tle breeders in the country. As the saying 
goes, “The proof is in the pudding.”

In the past, we have reported on this 
young family being the breeders of one of 
the top Jerseys at the World Dairy Expo 
in Madison, Wis. for an animal they had 
raised and sold.

Bryan Weldrick will say nothing makes 
them prouder than to see an animal with 
their Perennial Farm prefix do well for 
other breeders, no matter where they farm.

At this year’s 102nd annual winter fair, 
the Weldrick family did what most can 
only dream of, and that was being named 
breeder of the Supreme Junior Champion.

Perennial Getaway Frosty ended up first 
in her class, and later was named Supreme 
Junior Champion over all other top-placed 
class winners.

If that wasn’t enough, the young Oxford 
County family also brought home the first-
place prize in the Junior Breeder’s Herd 
competition that included an unprecedent-
ed 18 other junior breeder’s herds from 
across Canada and the U.S.

The three top-placing Jersey heifers to 
make up this winning junior herd includ-
ed Perennial Maverick Kass, Perennial 
Geronimo Kinky and Perennial Getaway 
Frosty.

Even though Bryan and Jen Weldrick 
were very humbled by the awards, Bryan 
Weldrick’s parents, Bruce and Sharon 
Weldrick, had trouble keeping both feet on 
the ground dealing with the excitement of 
the junior couple’s wins.

Weldricks win Jersey cattle show Royal Agricultural 
Winter Fair 

In their recently built free-stall dairy barn are Bryan and Jennifer Weldrick along with their 
children, Rylee, 9, and Liam, 3, with their rosettes and banners won at this year’s Royal Ag-
ricultural Winter Fair. Photo by Gary West

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

The Royal Supreme Junior Champion, Perennial Getaway Frosty, for the Weldrick family of 
Oxford County. Photo by Vicki Fletcher

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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Pet of the Week
CHANCE

Meet Chance, a brave and affectionate cat looking 
for a loving home! Once in critical condition, he has 
made an incredible recovery thanks to dedicated 
care. This playful and chatty boy adores chasing toy 
mice, batting at balls, and curling up for cozy couch 
time. He does have Feline Lower Urinary Tract 
Disease (FLUTD), a manageable lifelong condition 
requiring a special diet and monitoring. His health 
has improved significantly, and his vet records will 
be provided to help ensure his continued well-being. 
If you’re ready to give this resilient sweetheart a 
second chance, apply to adopt Chance today! For 
more information on Chance, visit The Humane 
Society of Kitchener Waterloo and Stratford Perth's 
website at: kwsphumane.ca

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

L O W Q Y L C O M M U N I T Y F K D E Z
M S T H G I L S A M T S I R H C M R A G
E J W M C N C E T I Q D U V E I T H R A
S P K M X M C W H H S Q Z D F M N S B J
L N I F C S S Z H M N F K L Y N E R Q L
T Z O B E R W U E E O R L W U K Z D G L
P S P W M S A I B W I B M O E O S D R N
H A K C F O T K F C T T S V A W Q P V X
H K R I Z L X I A F A C L G W T A X B Q
O H R A O N A R V A R B E B J M O V J V
U P V A D M Z K T E O S I K C M D J E Y
T H D N G E T N E I C W G T J U I N Y P
G Q G M X B A Z N O E P H V P M F Y A Q
W E G U E S Z M A P D W V R G A Y N I B
C A N D Y S R E L O R A C R S B X V Z Y
G Q H C R T Y C N W Y S I Y V I W T Y Q
P M O R R K H V I D G N P P J I Y Z S Q
Z D X U O E Z S U K C Q O K N R P B A B
D I H S E Y I D C H G U A H U L B A J C
Z W C R I K F T A A E Y M M V X F T D E

SANTA CLAUSE PARADE

Band
Candy

Carolers
Cheer

Christmas Lights

Community
Decorations

Festive
Float

Grinch

Parade
Santa
Sleigh

Snowflake
Wave

Gazette Puzzles
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Sponsored by:
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PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU
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www.granthaven.com

CONVENIENT WAYS TO ACCESS 
YOUR NEWSPAPER!

Stay up-to-date with the latest news and local stories. View the current edition 
online 24/7 at www.granthaven.com/wilmot-tavistock-gazette 
Don’t miss a beat and sign up free to receive each edition straight to your inbox.
For those of you who prefer to have a printed copy of the paper we will continue to drop 
off paper at many local businesses and community spaces. 

SCAN TO READ 
ONLINE PAPER

SCAN FOR PICK 
UP LOCATIONS

Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Notice of Community 
Improvement Plan Update 
and Upcoming Workshop

YOU’RE INVITED!

The Township of Wellesley is working on an update to its The Township of Wellesley is working on an update to its 
Community Improvement Plan (CIP). The CIP is a 

planning tool that will allow the municipality to designate 
areas for improvement and offer various incentives (i.e., 
grants and loans) to stimulate growth and revitalization 

in our community.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2024 | 6-8PM
TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY COUNCIL CHAMBERSTOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

4805 WILLIAM HASTINGS LINE, CROSSHILL AND ONLINE

RSVP to Samantha at ssernoski@wellesley.ca 
by November 29th.
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Farmers of all types in the New Hamburg 
and Baden areas have come to know that a 
liquid-fertilizer company known as Alpine 
Plant Foods is one of the truly great, local 
success stories when it comes to support-
ing the growth of high-yield crops.

The story really started in 1973 when a 
young New Hamburg entrepreneur, Doug 
Wagner, started Alpine Plant Foods, but 
his history before that is also interesting.

Wagner began farming at the age of 14 
when his father gave him and his brother 
some space in the barn to keep a small sow 
herd, and then a year later they expanded 
into cropping by renting the neighbour’s 
farm and using their father‘s equipment.

At age 18, a year after quitting school, 
Wagner bought a used combine from a 
retiring custom operator for $10,000 with 
$1,000 down and the seller taking a note 
for the balance.

That began his custom-farming busi-
ness. Wagner always had ambitions to do 
more than just farming, so two years later, 
in 1968, he got into the fertilizer business 
by buying truckloads of bagged fertilizer 
from the United States and selling it di-
rectly to farmers in Ontario. He was even 
able to broker a deal with some of the ag-
ricultural retailers in Ontario when he was 
in a position to do so.

He says money was tight and hard to 
come by in those days, so Wagner had a 
strict policy with his customers of cash or 
cheque on delivery. He said this allowed 
him to gather up funds needed to pay his 
supplier the following week so he could 
buy more fertilizer.

Wagner’s business plan had been suc-
cessful, but in 1971, bulk-blending plants 
began to appear in Ontario and he quickly 
realized his business model was soon go-
ing to be obsolete. He decided he needed 
to either get into the bulk-blending busi-
ness and compete with big companies like 
CIL, or get into a niche market that would 

enable him to make the margins he was 
looking for.

In 1972, Na-Churs Plant Food company 
moved their offices from London, Ont. to 
Marion, Ohio, and Wagner saw an oppor-
tunity to fill this void, so he began import-
ing similar liquid-fertilizer products out of 
the U.S.

He imported them for about a year but 
started thinking about how he could man-
ufacture these products himself.

So, he started buying used equipment so 

he could manufacture his own fertilizer, 
and the rest, as they say, is history.

In 1973, Wagner took the plunge and 
leased a building at 62 Arnold St. in New 
Hamburg, where he installed his equip-
ment and incorporated as Alpine Plant 
Foods Ltd.

This was in an old Quonset building lo-
cated along the railway tracks, which al-
lowed him to begin bringing in materials 
by rail car.

“Tt was very difficult to get raw materi-
als the first year as this was the heart of the 

1970s energy crisis and many raw materi-
als were on allocation only,” Wagner said. 

But being a resourceful person as he 
was, Wagner managed to trade other ma-
terials he had access to in order to get the 
raw materials he needed to supply his 
fledging liquid-fertilizer business.

He will be the first to say there were 
many issues to manage through the ‘80s 
and early ‘90s, and by the mid 1990s, 
Wagner decided he had taken the Alpine 
business as far as he could on his own, and 
the decision was made to look for another 
owner.

In 1996, Alpine Plant Food Ltd. was sold 
to KRG capital of Denver, Colo., and the 
business was then renamed. In 1998, the 
Na-Churs plant-food company acquired 
the Alpine plant-food corporation on Dec. 
20.

They had two locations one in Corydon, 
Ind. and New Hamburg, Ont. The liq-
uid-fertilizer business continues to grow 
at the New Hamburg plant located on 
Nafziger Road between   New Hamburg 
and Baden, which was built and began 
operations in 1999 after being acquired by 
the Na-Churs plant food company.

Farming is not the only line of business 
in which the company is involved. They 
also provide runway de-icer for many 
major airports and industrial applications 
that include water treatment and concrete 
additives.

Wagner is proud to know that Na-Churs 
Alpine has always been community mind-
ed and one of many donations it has made 
included the scoreboard for the new field 
at Waterloo-Oxford District Secondary 
School.

They also employ over 30 employees 
out of the New Hamburg plant, and growth 
of business is pegged at between five and 
10 per cent every year.

From the age of 14 until now, one has to 
give credit to Wagner for having the fore-
sight to see the growth potential of what 
has become a very useful liquid ingredient 
in growing crops today and long into the 
future.

Alpine Plant Foods serving New Hamburg and 
Baden farmers for over half a century 

Founder of Alpine Plant Foods Doug Wagner and Murray Van Zeggelaar, current vice presi-
dent of New Hamburg’s Alpine Plant Foods. Photo by Gary West

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

Murray Van Zeggelaar and Doug Wagner got together last week to reminisce about the good 
fortunes of agriculture in this area. Photo by Gary West Aerial view of Alpine Plant Foods’ New Hamburg plant. Contributed photo
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One of the most stressful times of the year 
is upon us. The holiday season that seems 
to hold such promise can just as easily be-
tray us. As we anticipate time with fami-
ly and friends, time away from work and 
school, and the permission we give our-
selves to indulge a bit, the anticipation of 
the holidays and the accompanying expec-
tations can come with a lot of stress.
The holidays are supposed to be the most 
wonderful time of the year. Songs have 
exclaimed this and, as a matter of course, 
we’ve been telling ourselves this since 
childhood. The holidays can also be pain-
fully disappointing because  they are sup-
posed to be the best of times, but they can 
also be the worst. 
The main culprit is our expectations for the 

season (and those promoted by those who 
stand to benefit). These expectations are 
infused with feelings: fear family conflict 
may not remain contained; panic a meal-
time disaster might repeat itself; pressure 
to surpass last year’s gift-giving (the rem-
nants of which may still be lingering on 
monthly credit card statements); and the 
residual anger that lingers from the lack of 
appreciation and gratitude for our thought-
fulness and efforts. It doesn’t help when, 
instead of a fresh snowfall, days are dull, 
damp and grey. The tree is almost needle-
less come Christmas Eve and travel warn-
ings threaten to thwart everything. 
Much of the anxiety we experience can be 
lain directly at the feet of overspending, 
overthinking and underdelivering in com-
parison with the Pinterest-like perfection 
we see online. And unique to this emotion, 
anxiety is the “gift that keeps on giving” to 
ourselves and to those around us.
Unlike our ability to take a break from 
work and other routines, it’s harder to take 
a holiday from the holidays. The pressure 
we assume or impose on ourselves can be 
unbearable. As much as we may profess 
to place more importance on presence of 
others than presents to others, there is ev-
idence the latter often wins out over the 

former. But there is hope for those sick and 
tired of being sick and tired at this time of 
year.
It starts with setting reasonable expec-
tations and clarifying them with those 
closest to you. Give priority to your own 
emotional wellbeing by giving your-
self permission to live within reasonable 
boundaries. Set healthy limits with re-
spect to your time and finances and keep 
the pressure under wraps by only making 
those commitments you can gladly and 
gratefully keep. Protect yourself from the 

unreasonable or untenable expectations of 
others. Try living into the idea that it really 
is “the thought” rather than the pursuit of 
perfection that counts. And have a planned 
response should your expectations not be 
met, accepting what is and for which you 
can be sincerely grateful.
John Dinner is a registered psychothera-
pist who works as a counsellor at Interfaith 
Counselling Centre in New Hamburg. He 
skis downhill, likes hiking across frozen 
lakes and loves winter … until about mid-
March.

By John Dinner

INTERFAITH 
COUNSELLING 

CENTRE

Navigating the holidays is all about managing expectations

Vecteezy photo
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Winter is not the time to sit 
down and wait for the first sprigs 
of green to poke through the 
snow. 

Healthy living is a lifestyle 
whether it’s snowing, hot and 
humid, rainy or rustling leaves 
are calling out to be raked. In the 
short term, sitting still is simply 
relaxing but in the grand scheme 
of life, the choices you make to-
day impact your life in the future. 

Noshing all night while sitting 
on the couch may translate to 
weight gain today and limited 

mobility during your golden 
years. Move it or lose it is more 
than a motivational quote. With 
December almost here, the en-
tertaining season is soon upon us 
and yes, you can eat healthy. 

Before Fall Harvest Farm is 
closed for the year, take a scenic 
drive and stock up on pumpkins. 
This fabulous pumpkin recipe 
is plant-based party perfection 
whether you serve it as a side or 
main course. 

The power of whole foods is 
wholesome

Ingredients:
•	 2-3 mini carnival pump-

kins by Fall Harvest Farm
•	 1 lb bacon
•	 454-gram bag of Brussels 

sprouts
•	 ¼ cup tallow, olive or avo-

cado oil
•	 ¼ cup plus 2 Tbsp Wagler 

Maple Products maple 
syrup

•	 ½ cup pecans
•	 100 grams of feta cheese or 

crumbled goat cheese
•	 Salt and pepper to taste
Directions:
Preheat the oven to 375 degrees 

Fahrenheit. 
1.	 Wash and cut Brussels 

sprouts in half. Place in 
bowl and toss with olive or 
avocado oil. If using tallow 
(my personal favourite) cut 
into squares and add to the 
bowl.

2.	 Coat with ¼ cup of maple 
syrup. Mix. Sprinkle with 
salt and pepper.

3.	 Lay the Brussels sprouts in 
a single layer spreading out 
evenly on a baking sheet. 
Roast until tender.

4.	 Prick the pumpkin with a 
fork a few times. Roast un-
til soft. 

5.	 Cool. Cut the top off and 
scoop out the strings and 
seeds. 

6.	 Fry the bacon on medium 
heat until cooked and set 
aside.  

7.	 Toast pecans in 2 tbsp ma-
ple syrup at low heat in the 
maple syrup until lightly 

golden brown.
8.	 Place Brussels sprouts in 

serving bowl and add the 
bacon, drippings, pecans, 
cranberries and crumbled 
goat cheese. Combine.  

9.	 There are two options. 
Stuff the mini pumpkin and 
replace the stem to serve or 
cut the pumpkin in half and 
fill with the mixture. 

This stuffed mini pumpkin is 
nutritious, delicious and a co-
lourful, stunning side dish with 
chicken and beef. For plant-based 
lovers, mix the roasted Brussels 
sprouts with faux feta, seeds and 
dried fruit and place back in the 
pumpkin prior to serving. 

Happy healthy entertaining!

A pumpkin full of health

By Mercedes Kay Gold

HEAPS OF 
HEALTHY 

TIPS 

Stuffed mini-pumpkin is a great side dish with chicken or beef. Photos 
by Mercedes Kay Gold

Hurry to Fall Harvest to get the last 
of the pumpkins before the season 
ends.

After it’s scooped out, this 
mini-pumpkin can be a great serv-
ing dish.

Just a few decades ago, cutting and 
decorating a Christmas tree was a 
part of Christmas for most families 
in rural areas of Ontario.
The tree brought a magical quality 
to homes with its pine scent. The 
real tree added an extra sense of 
magic as families gathered to dec-
orate it. Fake trees look real, and 
may have the same meaning, but 
lack some of the Christmas spirit 
associated with the real tree. Fake 
trees are also gaining in popularity.

Outside of the Christmas meaning 
associated with a real tree, an en-
vironmental component is often 
overlooked – a green thing in more 
ways than one. With the demand 
for real trees, there were many 
more acres of trees in Christmas 
tree farms. These trees provided 
nesting spaces for birds and their 
dense cover was shelter for a di-
versity of wildlife during harsh 
winters, and they helped prevent 
erosion. I have found deer bed-

ding in Christmas trees numerous 
times. In addition, the dense stand 
of trees next to a deciduous forest 
creates an edge effect, which pro-
motes a wider diversity of bird and 
wildlife species as some species, 
such as ruffed grouse, depend on 
edges for prime habitat. 
In Ontario, more than 500 Christ-
mas tree farmers produce more 
than a million trees for the market 
every year. With a dense planting 
of trees, Christmas tree farms are 
an excellent carbon sink, remov-
ing carbon dioxide from the air 
over the eight to 10 years it takes 
a tree to reach market size. An acre 
of Christmas trees can produce 
enough oxygen for 18 people. 
Christmas trees also filter pollut-
ants out of the air. 
Cutting your tree is a great fami-
ly outing and a chance to get out-
doors. My family always looked 
forward to the annual adventure 

of travelling to the country to cut a 
tree for the living room. For those 
less connected to the outdoors, a 
trip to a Christmas tree farm can be 
an educational experience beyond 
buying a tree from an in-town re-
tailer.
Some people may think cutting a 
tree is bad for the environment. 
The opposite is true, as there are 
always more trees in various grow-
ing stages for future years, and the 
demand for trees fuels this envi-
ronmentally friendly crop.
But what do we do with the tree af-
ter the seasonal magic has wound 
down? In Tillsonburg, trees can 
be dropped off at the transfer sta-
tion. These will be ground into 
mulch. Another alternative is to 
turn the tree back to nature. It can 
be a great activity for a family or 
youth group to collect several trees 
and make brush piles in woodlots. 
These provide small mammals and 

birds a place to seek shelter from 
predators and weather out storms. 
Of course, permission is needed 
from the landowner before drop-
ping off trees.
Using a real Christmas tree sup-
ports a local farmer who puts 
money back in the community. 
Real trees are also a way of buy-
ing local. A lifetime of trips to a 
farm a few kilometres away would 
expend less fuel than shipping an 
artificial tree from halfway around 
the world. 
Include a real tree in your seasonal 
plans for the year; it’s the environ-
mentally friendly, family-friendly 
choice.
Jeff Helsdon is an award-winning 
outdoor writer, a columnist for 
Ontario Out of Doors and writes 
for several other outdoor publica-
tions.

By Jeff Helsdon

SOUTHWESTERN 
ONTARIO 

OUTDOORS

Keeping it real at Christmas
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By Paul Knowles

OH, THE 
PLACES 

WE'LL GO
I will never forget the advice my 

Dutch host gave me on my first 
visit to Amsterdam. 

“If you write about the Red 
Light District or the coffee houses 
where they serve marijuana, not 
coffee, you won’t be invited back.”

I had no trouble following those 
instructions; Amsterdam is an 
amazing city full of art, history, 
culture and that complex system 
of canals. I fell in love with the 
place immediately.

My visits to Amsterdam have 
been filled with memorable mo-
ments – seeing Van Gogh’s sin-
ister “Wheatfield with Crows” in 
the Van Gogh Museum, standing 
in solemn silence in the Anne 
Frank House, being surrounded 
by lemurs at the Artis Zoo, mar-
velling at the cuisine at De Kas 
restaurant. And one of the most 
striking experiences was my 
first look at Rembrandt’s famous 
painting, “The Night Watch,” at 
the Rijksmuseum.

When I have had the opportuni-
ties to see this enormous painting 
– its full title is “The Night Watch 
Militia Company of District II 
under the Command of Captain 
Frans Banninck Cocq,” so you can 
see why it is usually shortened – 
it was exhibited in a room where 
several other paintings of a similar 
theme, but by other artists, were 
also on display.

The impact of this was instant 
and astonishing. Rembrandt’s 
work, especially his use of light, 
was so strikingly more effective 
and dramatic that the other paint-
ings paled to comparative insig-
nificance.

You could sit through a three-
hour lecture on Rembrandt’s use 
of colour and come out with less 
information than that first sighting 
of “The Night Watch” provides.

But if you visit today, you will 
not have quite the same experi-
ence because the gallery is now 
enclosed in glass. That’s because 
the Rijksmuseum staff are under-
taking a year-long, $4.4-million 
restoration of the famed work.

This is slow, careful work. The 
painting is immense, measuring 
3.63 by 4.27 metres, weighing 337 
kilograms. It’s also practically 
priceless; it’s owned by the City of 
Amsterdam and its value is esti-

mated at $700 million.
The normal practice of art res-

toration would see the painting 
removed from exhibition and 
restored in an off-limits studio 
somewhere, but not this time. 

Rijksmuseum director Taco 
Dibbits says, “The Night Watch 
is one of the most famous paint-
ings in the world. It belongs to us 
all. That is why we have decided 
to conduct the restoration within 
the museum itself, and everyone, 
wherever they are, will be able to 
follow the process online.”

Visitors to the museum will also 
be able to view the painting and 
see the restoration team at work. 
This is a unique opportunity for 
any travellers planning to spend 
time in Amsterdam. More than 
two million visitors come to the 
Rijksmuseum annually.

The restoration project, dubbed 
Operation Night Watch, began 
five years ago with research and 
re-stretching of the painting ex-
tending over that time. According 
to experts at the Rijksmuseum, 
“Over the last five years a large 
team of conservators, curators, 
scientists and other specialists 
have studied ‘The Night Watch’ 
using the most advanced technol-
ogies from digital imaging to sci-
entific and technical studies, and 
from computer science to artificial 
intelligence. This work has led 
to various breakthroughs in our 
understanding of the painting’s 
condition and the artist’s way of 
working.”

After five years of research, the 
actual removal of the varnish on 
the painting began on Nov. 12 of 
this year, and that is a very precise 
process. 

“Our conservators are using a 
special type of tissue to remove 
the varnish layers that were ap-
plied to the painting as part of 
its restoration in 1975-1976. The 
conservators place the tissue, pre-
pared with a solvent, against the 
surface of ‘The Night Watch’ for 
a short, limited amount of time. 
The varnish is solubilised and ab-
sorbed into the tissue. Then, using 
a microscope, they carefully re-
move any remnants of even older 
varnish with cotton swabs.”

The results may completely 
change art lovers’ perception of 

this iconic painting because a de-
bate is underway as to whether 
Rembrandt intended the painting 
to be set in night time, or if it is 
simply generations of darkened 
varnish that have caused this ef-
fect. The outcome of the resto-
ration will be historic, appropriate 
for a work which itself holds a 
unique place in the history of art. 
When Rembrandt painted “The 
Night Watch” in 1642, it was the 
first time a group portrait por-
trayed the subjects in action, rath-
er than simply standing still.

This is not the first effort to re-
store the painting. There are re-
cords of at least 25 such efforts, 
but it is the most extensive and 
certainly supported by the best 
research. Previous restorations 
have been carried to repair the 
painting after it was attacked 
with a knife twice and sprayed 
with acid. Having survived all 
of these incidents and accidents, 
Rembrandt’s masterpiece will be 
returned to its original glory and 
we’ll get the chance to see both 
the process and the result, whether 
we travel to Amsterdam or watch 
the project live online at www.
rijksmuseum.nl/en/stories/opera-
tion-night-watch.

And one more thing. One of 
the most remarkable flash mobs 
I have ever seen was staged in an 
Amsterdam shopping mall. In-
stead of a musical performance, 
the actors invade the mall, even-
tually forming a tableau of “The 
Night Watch.” Check it out at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=dt-
BLJ6QuzCE.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and president of the 
Travel Media Association of Can-
ada. To contact Paul about travel, 
his books, or speaking engage-
ments, email pknowles@golden.
net. 

Historic art restoration on public view in Amsterdam

Rembrandt's "The Night Watch," exhibited in Amsterdam's Rijksmuse-
um. Photos courtesy of The Rijksmuseum

Self portrait of Rembrandt.

The team of experts working to restore "The Night Watch" to its original glory.
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On Nov. 14, about 200 people packed 
the Zion United Church in downtown 
New Hamburg to watch one of the pre-
miere showings of a unique film, a visual 
album, Walking Through The Fire. It was 
a very powerful experience because it ex-
plored the themes of what it means to face 
the truth and work towards reconciliation.

Walking Through The Fire is a meta-
phor for facing the hard truths of destruc-
tion, such as the colonial project to “take 
the Indian out of the child,” or even the 
climate-change induced forest fires of to-
day. As these truths are faced, we have the 
opportunity to make way for new growth, 
which is what happens, albeit slowly, 
after a forest is burned. The forest takes 
time to rest, renew and reconnect to foster 
new growth.

Creating the album and touring it is 
itself a collection of many acts of truth 

and reconciliation. It is a collaboration 
between the Sultans of String, which is 
a group of settlers, and Indigenous art-
ists from across Canada such as Shannon 
Thunderbird from the Coast Tsimshian 
First Nations.

Lost and Found  is a sad song written 
and performed by Thunderbird which 
takes a fascinating turn with the chorus, 
“And a small voice whispered, ‘It’s okay 
now, you found us, you found us!’ ”

Maybe things will be okay if we have 
the courage to do the work of truth and 
reconciliation. And engaging with music, 
such as the Walking Through The Fire 
collaboration, is a wonderful way to do 
so.

Caterina Lindman, 
New Hamburg

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 
Walking Through The Fire 
visual-album release an 
enlightening experience

A fire ran through the centre of Tavistock 
one Hallowe’en night around the turn of 
the last century and in the ashes were all 
the early copies of the Tavistock Gazette.

Because of the fire, there has always 
been a large gap in the history of Tavistock. 
The Gazette began publishing in 1895 but 
the earliest issue of the newspaper that has 
survived was from September of 1896 and 
there had already been 51 issues of the 
newspaper by then. And in the period be-
tween 1896 and 1910, only sporadic issues 
of the Gazette have been found.

Walter Scholz, who once lived near 
Harmony but now resides in Stratford, was 
going through some files recently that had 
been handed down to him from his grand-
father, Conrad Schaefer. The Schaefer farm 
was on the road to Harmony just out of 
Tavistock. Among the items Scholz came 
across were some old newspapers. One of 
these happened to be the first-ever issue of 
the Tavistock Gazette that was published 
on Sept. 26, 1895. Another was the first 
issue of a rival newspaper, the Tavistock 
Mail, that had been published three weeks 
earlier. What a treasure this find has been!

The Tavistock and District Historical 
Society has digital copies of most of the 
back issues of the Tavistock Gazette on its 
premises at 37 Maria St. in Tavistock but 
was missing these important early issues. 
Scholz was aware that Gazettes from the 
past are an integral part of the society’s 
collections and he felt these early editions 
would find a welcome home there. He 
kindly donated the papers to the historical 
society where he was assured they would 
take pride of place.

Scholz’s grandfather was a collector. 
Schaefer was born on a farm just east of 
Sebastopol, and Trinity Lutheran Church 
and the community of Tavistock were 
the centre of the family’s life. When he 
passed away, the driving shed on his farm 
was filled with material he had amassed 
during his lifetime, much of it related to 
Tavistock. Scholz and his mother sorted 
through the material and discarded much 
they did not think was of value. Included 
in that were a lot of old newspapers, but 
they were from the ‘30s and ‘40s – Scholz 
does not believe they threw away any old-
er than the two original issues they found.

Scholz himself has a passion for col-
lecting. His specialty was die-cast toys. 
Among his large collection are at least one 
large box and two scrapbooks of material 
related to Tavistock. He finds that young 
people today have little interest in the past 
and so he wants to find a home for his 
items where they will be appreciated. As 
he slowly works his way through his col-
lection, he says he will continue to give to 
the historical society any items of interest 
to them when he comes across them.

It has long been known there was a bit 
of controversy about the beginnings of 
the Gazette and these new issues of the 

Tavistock Gazette and the Tavistock Mail 
have clarified the situation. 

Tavistock was a thriving community 
back in the 1890s with many established 
businesses, but it had long been without a 
newspaper. Residents might find the oc-
casional brief note about Tavistock in the 
Stratford Beacon, the Stratford Herald or 
the Woodstock Sentinel Review. If they 
were German readers, they might get in-
formation in Der Kanadische Kolonist 
published in Stratford. The Tavistock cov-
erage, however, was always scant.

N. H. Boden, publisher of a week-
ly newspaper in Drumbo, believed that 
a “first-class lively weekly newspaper 
would be in the interest of the reading 
community (in Tavistock).”  On Sept. 
6, 1895, he presented to the “intelligent 
reading public of Tavistock” the first is-
sue of his Tavistock Mail. The paper was 
filled with news mostly from Drumbo and 
Plattsville, however. Boden apologized, 
asking the public to “overlook our failings 
as the time at our disposal was so limited 
for the work required for the first issue of a 
newspaper.” He said that, should the enter-
prise be a success, he promised to “bring a 
plant (to Tavistock) in the course of a few 
months.” 

Meanwhile, there was another editor 
who thought Tavistock deserved a weekly 
newspaper. James W. Green began a news-
paper apprenticeship in Galt at the age of 
16 and later joined the staff of a Chicago 
newspaper, being employed there at the 
time of the disastrous Chicago fire. He 
had founded the Mildmay Gazette and the 
Wellesley Maple Leaf, and also published 
weekly papers in Gorrie and in Parkhill. In 
September of 1895, Green proceeded to 
set up an office in the Loth Block at the 
main intersection in Tavistock and wel-
comed editors from Stratford, Woodstock 
and New Hamburg to support him.

On the Sept. 26, 1895, J. W. Green pre-
sented to Tavistock the first edition of his 
Tavistock Gazette, just three weeks after 

the appearance of Boden’s Tavistock Mail. 
He promised his newspaper would be 
“devoted to the interests of the section to 
which it serves.” 

“In order that it may be fairly tested,” he 
added, “the paper will be sent for the first 
four issues free.” 

The entire first page of the Gazette 
was devoted to the Tavistock Fall Show 
of the South Easthope and East Zorra 
Agricultural Society. The columns were 
filled with the names of all of the prize 
winners in all of the many prize categories, 
and who doesn’t like to see their name in 
print?

With these incentives, J. W. Green won 
the “Battle of Inkerman” as Carl Seltzer 

would call it in his history of Tavistock 
book, “Fact and Fantasy.”  Green told 
Boden it was his “Divine mission” to run 
Boden out of town. With the competition 
from the Gazette, the Tavistock Mail may 
have folded after just two issues as no 
others have been found. Since 1895, the 
Tavistock Gazette and now the Wilmot-
Tavistock Gazette have been where the 
people of Tavistock get their local news.

The Tavistock and District Historical 
Society is very grateful to Scholz for his 
generous gift to the society of these first 
editions of the Tavistock Mail and the 
Tavistock Gazette. They have added great-
ly to our knowledge of the events and 
businesses in town at the time. And who 
knows how many more early editions of 
the Gazette remain out there, hidden away 
in closets and attics and driving sheds 
waiting to be discovered!

The Missing Ink: First-ever edition of the Tavistock 
Gazette rediscovered

Walter Scholz with the first-ever edition of the Tavistock Gazette – dated Sept. 26, 1895 – 
he recently discovered and donated to the Tavistock and District Historical Society. Photo 
courtesy Tavistock and District Historical Society

PAUL BARTLETT

Tavistock and District Historical Society

Early editor of the Tavistock Gazette J.W. 
Green. Contributed photo
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Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2024
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28

Wellesley Council budget meeting
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Council chambers
4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29

The 41st Annual Wilmot Lions / 
Lioness Club Tree of Light Ceremony 
6:30 p.m. 
The New Hamburg Concert Band 
Centennial Fountain by the Post Office.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30

Tavistock Men’s Club 
Santa Claus Parade
1 pm
Info call 519-655-3573
Begins at the corner of Jacob St. W. and 
Woodstock St. Ends at Queens Park pavil-
lion parking lot

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1

New Hamburg Santa Claus Parade
6:00 p.m. 
Bring a non-perishable food item or 
a new unwrapped toy for the Wilmot 
Family Resource Centre.
Downtown New Hamburg

MONDAY, DECEMBER 2

Tavistock Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 518 Monthly Meeting
7.00 pm
Monthly Meeting 1st Monday of month
223 Hope Street West, Tavistock

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4

East Zorra-Tavistock Council meeting
9:00 a.m.
Council Chambers
89 Loveys Street E., Hickson

Tales for Tots | Join Miss Kathy for 
storytime!
10 - 11 a.m. 
Tavistock Public Library
40 Woodstock St., Tavistock

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5

Wellesley Council budget meeting
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Council chambers
4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9

Wilmot Council budget meeting
6-9 p.m.
Council chambers
60 Snyder's Road West Baden

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10

Wellesley Council meeting
6:45 p.m.
Council chambers
4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11

Tales for Tots | Join Miss Kathy for 
storytime!
10 - 11 a.m. 
Tavistock Public Library
40 Woodstock St., Tavistock

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14

A Jazzy Christmas Concert with Jack 
and Kyla
7 p.m.
Pay What You Can - All are welcome
Zion United Church
215 Peel Street, New Hamburg

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16

Wilmot Council meeting
7-11 p.m.
Council chambers
60 Snyder's Road West Baden

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18

East Zorra-Tavistock Council meeting
7:00 p.m.
Council Chambers
89 Loveys Street E., Hickson

Tales for Tots | Join Miss Kathy for 
storytime!
10 - 11 a.m. 
Tavistock Public Library
40 Woodstock St., Tavistock

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25

Community Christmas Dinner for 
those in need of community, food or 
cheer
12 noon
Email info@wilmotfamilyresourcecentre.ca 
or call 519-662-2731 by December 18 to register
Steinmann Mennonite Church
1316 Snyder's Rd W, Baden

Deadline: Tuesday prior at 3 p.m.
Contact: thewtgazette@gmail.com

The Community Calendar allows non-profit organizations to promote their free admission
community events at no charge. Event listings can include your event name, date, time and location
as well as contact information (ie phone number, email address or website).
If your event is not free admission or you would like to include more details than stated above, The
Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette offers the following options for promoting your community events:

Coming Events Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $10 + hst
Coming Events Boxed Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $15 + hst
Display Ad - Sizes begin at a Small Classified Display ad (3.3" x 2.5") - $35 + hst 

PROMOTE YOUR EVENTS WITH US! HERE’S HOW:

CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR LOCAL PAPER! 
SEND US YOUR STORY IDEAS AND YOUR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

TO GALEN SIMMONS AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM

DECEMBER 26, 2024
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SERVICE DIRECTORY —
AUTOMOTIVE

272 Snyder’s Road, Baden
matt@badenauto.ca

Full Service 
Maintenance & 
Repair on All 

Makes & Models

AUTOMOTIVE

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

www.schultzautomotive.com

ASSISTANCE

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Adv2.indd   1TAP Gazette Adv2.indd   1 2024-10-22   4:32 PM2024-10-22   4:32 PM

AUTOMOTIVE
E&L

CSN - E&L
374 Hamilton Road, 
Unit 4, New Hamburg, 
ON, N3A 2K2

Ryan Pacey
Manager

T: 519-662-1892
E: newhamburg@likenew.ca

24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)
Website: csncollision.ca/el

To book your space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

To book your space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

To book your space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

AESTHETICS

ACCOUNTANT

519-577-2237

DAN YANTZI
PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANT, CMA
Personal and business
accounting and tax services.

djyaccounting@yahoo.com

CHIROPRACTIC

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford 
519-273-4404

CONTRACTORS

Residential � Commercial
Agricultural � jonwitzel.com

519-662-4239

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com
P.O. Box 979, Tavistock

Kris Zehr                   Cell: 519-801-1743

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

CONTRACTORS CONTRACTORS

CLASSIFIED ADS —

Weekly Quiz Answers
1.	 1976

2.	 One Time

3.	 Snakes and 
Ladders

4.	 Franklin D. 
Roosevelt

5.	 Harry Potter

6.	 British 
Columbia

7.	 The Colossal 
Squid

8.	 Radiation

9.	 Flush

10.	The heart

WANTED
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, 
Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying 
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For 
more information: DIAMOND DOGS MUSIC 114 Ontario St. 
Stratford/ 226-972-5750

WANTED
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola, 
Pepsi, any pop company, Brewery items Kuntz, Huether 
Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones, Wristwatches 
and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, Beaver Star Bee Hive 
etc. Any old oil  cans and signs Red Indian Supertest etc 
Any small furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out stuff 
please contact me - 519-570-6920.

FOR SALE
TREES: Shade trees, Fruit trees, Apple, Pears, Peaches, 
Plums, Sweet and Sour Cherries, Apricot, Nectarines, 
Blueberry, Haskopp, Black Chokeberry, Grapes etc. 
Lots of Spruce, Pine, Cedars for windbreaks and privacy 
hedges, Sizes 1 to 6+. Flowering shrubs and much more. 
Come check us out Mon-Sat 7:00am - 6:00pm Martin's 
Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Road, Wroxeter (1 concession 
north of Wroxeter on Belmore Line)

FOR SALE
Snowblower.  Cub Cadet, 5 hp. Electric Start. Heated han-
dles, headlight, steering trigger control.  Many extras.  Good 
condition. Wellesley 519-656-0522

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE 
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved 
and preserved throughout the world now and forever.  Oh 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  worker of mir-
acles, pray for us; St. Jude helper of the hopeless, pray for 
us.  Say this prayer nine times a day, by the eighth day this 
prayer will be answered.  It has never been known to fail. 
Publication must be promised. S.F.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(NEVER KNOWN TO FAIL)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mount Carmel fruitful vine, 
splendor of Heaven, Blessed mother of the Son of God, 
Immaculate virgin, assist me in my necessities. Oh star of 
the sea help and show me herein You are my mother. Oh, 
Holy Mary Mother of God Queen of Heaven and Earth, I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to secure 
me in my necessity (make requests), there are none that 
can withstand your power. Oh Mary conceived and without 
sin pray for us who have recourse to thee Holy Mary, I place 
card in your hands (three times). Say this prayer for three 
consecutive days you must publish for it to be granted
Thank you to the blessings of Virgin Mary
S.F.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN 
(never known to fail)
O, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel fruitful vine, Splendor 
of Heaven, blessed Mother of the son of God, Immaculate 
Virgin, assist me in my necessity.  O Star of the Sea, help 
me and show me hear in, you are my Mother.  O Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly 
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me 
in this necessity. There are none that can withstand your 
power.  Oh, Show me herein you are my mother, Oh Mary, 
conceived without sin, pray for who have recourse to thee 
(three times).  Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light 
all roads so that I can attain my goal you who gave me the 
divine gift to forgive and forget all evil against me and that 
in all instances in my life you are with me.  I want in this 
short prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once 
again that I never want to be separated from you the eternal 
glory.   Thank you for your mercy towards me and mine (The 
person must say this prayer three consecutive days.  After 
three days, the request will be granted). This prayer must be 
published after the favour is granted.

SPEAKERS FOR SALE
2 mid-size PSB speakers.  $250. Call 519-662-1859

FOR SALE
FRESH CUT CHRISTMAS TREES

Beautiful Ontario Balsam and Colorado Spruce 
trees available at 75 William St. North, Tavistock. 

Fundraising project of Tavistock Grace United 
Church, Middle Aged Pews. 
Thank you for your support.

PROMOTE YOUR 
EVENTS HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or sharonbleis@gmail.comVISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

GRANTHAVEN.COM/WILMOT-TAVISTOCK-GAZETTE
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EXCAVATING

PLUMBING

LEGAL

MASSAGE

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

STORAGE TECHNICAL

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

 Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock

• Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
• Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
• Massage Therapy • Reflexology
Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Cell: 519-272-7676 
Res: 519-655-2548

Office: 519-273-2821

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.remaxabrealty.ca

Independently 
Owned & Operated

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

TRAVEL

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

ALISON WILLSEYALISON WILLSEY
Real Estate
Broker 

www.peakrealtyltd.com      www.willseyrealestate.com      willseyalison@gmail.com

PROFESSIONALPROFESSIONAL                        HONESTHONEST                          EXPERIENCEDEXPERIENCED

WORKING TO SERVE BUYERS AND SELLERS SINCE 2005       RURAL*RESIDENTIAL*COMMERCIAL*AGRICULTURAL      WATERLOO REGION, PERTH & OXFORD

Direct: 519-275-4900 
Office: 519-662-4900

NEW and RESALE HOMES
CUSTOM HOMES AND RENOVATIONS

Let’s turn your dream into reality!
Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com Brian Wilhelm, Broker

Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

HEATING/COOLING

DENTAL

COMPUTERS

Offering I.V. Sedation, 
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth 
Replacement and Root Canal 

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., 
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca 

tavistockdental.ca

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator

dwoelfle@rogers.com
Installation, Sales & Service, 

Residential, Commercial

• Furnaces • Air Conditioners 
• Fireplaces

• Gas Piping • Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & 
COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

FOCUSFOCUS COMPUTERS COMPUTERS 

73 PEEL ST,
NEW HAMBURG
519-662-6720

NOW SELLING 

AUDIO INTERFACES

AND OTHER MUSICAL

ACCESSORIES!!
VIRUS REMOVAL
ON SITE AND IN-STORE SERVICE
NEW AND USED COMPUTERS

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS HERE
Call Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418 

or email sharonbleis@gmail.com

BOOK THIS AD SPACE TODAY!
Call Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418 
or email sharonbleis@gmail.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

SALES  REPRESENTAT IVE

640 Riverbend Dr. 
Kitchener ON, N2K 3S2

kate@paulandkatekw.com
226-789-3846

KATE GINGERICH

THINKING OF
MAKING A

MOVE?

Specializing in Agricultural, Solar, 
Automation Control and EV Charging

163 Hope St. W.
P.O. Box 495
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
Local: 519-655-6802

 Email:info@crescentridge.ca

PAINTING

PAINTING AND DECORATING

Over 30 years of experience.
QUALITY WORK, RELIABLE, CLEAN,

FRIENDLY, AND DONE ON TIME.

INTERIOR PAINTING

519-503-3618
Debbie Norenberg

COLOUR CONSULTATIONS AVAILABLE

OSTEOPATHY

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios 
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

CONSTRUCTION

ELECTRICAL

ATTENT
IO

N 
• A

TTENTION • ATTENTION • ATTENT
IO

N 
• A

TTENTION • ATTENTION • 

CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,  
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874

www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca

380 Woodstock St. S. Unit 8, Tavistock

MECHANICAL
M A C K E R
M E C H A N I C A L

BRAD MACDONALD

Installation & Service • Oil Gas Furnaces • Boilers
Water Heaters • Air Handlers • Air Conditioners • Hydronics

P: 519-591-3871    
email: mackermechanical@gmail.com  •  New Hamburg

JOB PROOF
From the desk of:  Tiffany

DOCKET #: 94321

JOB NAME: Macker Mechanical  •  Business Card  •  3.5 x 2  •  Qty 500 cards 

* Pink line represents the finished size and will not print.  For visual reference only.

BRAD MACDONALDBRAD MACDONALD

• Installation & Service 
• Oil Gas Furnaces • Boilers 

• Water Heaters • Air Handlers 
• Air Conditioners • Hydronics

519-591-3871 |  New Hamburg
mackermechanical@gmail.com



28 Thursday, November 28, 2024 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Delivering Locally Made Pet Food Since 1994. 
PREMIUM QUALITY | INCREDIBLE VALUE | UNMATCHED SERVICE

DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.
TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500
Order online today!


