
Sharon Chamber is no longer an employ-
ee of Wilmot Township. 

The former chief administrative officer’s 
last day was Nov. 15 according to a press 
release. 

“Township council thanks Ms. Chambers 
for her contributions during her tenure and 
acknowledges the dedication she brought 
to the role,” the release states. “Her efforts 
have supported the township through sev-
eral significant projects and initiatives, and 
we extend our best wishes to her in her fu-
ture endeavors.”

“Transitions of CAOs are not uncommon 
in municipalities, and I want to assure resi-
dents that council is fully committed to en-
suring we have the right supports in place 
to keep township business moving forward 
smoothly,” Mayor Natasha Salonen told 
the Gazette. “This includes the upcoming 
budget process, which will kick off in the 
coming weeks. As mayor, I have full confi-
dence in our staff’s ability to continue de-
livering quality work during this time.”

Salonen said she is working closely with 
the acting CAO to ensure staff has the re-
sources necessary to succeed.

Acting CAO and current chief financial 
officer Greg Clark said he isn’t able to 
comment on any human resources issues 
but did say staff are bringing a report to 
council in mid-December.

“It will be in the closed session of the 
meeting to tell councillors the procedures 
for recruiting and moving forward with a 
new CAO,” Clark said.

Each member of Wilmot council are 
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Seniors in Wellesley Township and sur-
rounding areas have been given a funding 
boost by the provincial government to help 
them stay active and healthy.

Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris 
and Raymond Cho, minister for seniors and 
accessibility, announced new investments 

at the Aging Well in Wellesley Information 
and Active Living Fair Nov. 13 in the Bill 
Gies Recreation Centre. The government 
said the investments reflect Ontario’s on-
going commitment to seniors by enhancing 
services and programs that promote health, 
fitness and social engagement closer to 
home. More than 100 area seniors attend-
ed the event with two dozen booths offering 
supports.

Community Care Concepts (CCC) of 
Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot is get-
ting over $50,000 in annual investments, up 
from about $42,000 in previous funding.

“We can deliver more programs and op-
erate longer hours,” said CCC executive di-
rector Cathy Harrington. 

The organization delivers services for old-
er adults in the area.

CAO leaves Wilmot 
Township; Clark 
continues double-
duty role
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Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris and Minister of Seniors and Accessibility Raymond Cho were in Wellesley to announce a funding 
boost for senior programming through Community Care Concepts on Nov. 13. Photo by Lee Griffi
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Community Care Concepts’ Annual 

Christmas Benefit Breakfast 

Tickets
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All proceeds support Community Care Concepts
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“We need to ensure the programs we offer 
are in our unique communities. In this space, 
people who are residents of Wellesley, St. 
Clements, Hawkesville and Linwood; it’s 
about ensuring people (have access to our 
programs) within their communities, par-
ticularly when we do not necessarily have 
accessible transportation to go to another 
community.”

She added being able to respond to the 
unique needs of older adults and work with 
them to organize activities and services that 
get them connected and linked to other ser-
vices is an important component of the ac-
tive-living centre.

“They may come out to play cards, 
crokinole or just to visit with friends, but 
they can learn about all the other supports 
and services we have,” Harrington said.

“Our government remains committed to 
investing in senior communities across our 
province,” said Harris. “Wellesley is home 
to a growing and vibrant seniors’ commu-
nity, and now more than ever, we need to 
continue investing in the services, activities 
and programs that empower our seniors to 
live active and fulfilling lives.” 

Cho, who is 88, said there are a few rea-
sons for the funding increase.

“Inflation is one. Everything costs more,” 
he said. 

He added social isolation is very danger-
ous for seniors and explained the United 

Kingdom has a minister responsible for 
loneliness. Cho shared a story during his 
time in provincial government when he 
spoke with an older woman.

“She told me the senior centre she attend-
ed saved her life. She lost her husband a few 
years ago and she just stayed home. A few 
of her friends offered to take her and she 
agreed to take part. Since then, it changed 
her life. Now, she is meeting old friends and 
making new friends and is full of life. She 
looked so happy. That’s a true story.”

Along with active-living centres, Cho 
said the province provides funding for 
senior-living fairs, such as the one in 
Wellesley last week, and community grants 
local, non-profit organizations can apply 
for.

“Seniors helped build Wellesley, as well as 
all the communities in Kitchener-Conestoga 
and across Ontario,” said Cho. “When we 
invest in our seniors, we are building a 
better province for all. These investments 
help our seniors live happy, healthy and 

independent lives.” 
Harris said the unique number of ser-

vices available at the Wellesley Township 
Recreation Complex is partially thanks 
to the presence of Woolwich Community 
Health.

“If a group qualifies, they can get up to 
$25,000. The idea is to bring seniors togeth-
er to avoid isolation.”

“One of the things Cathy and her team 
are good at, aside from offering games and 
companionship, is the ability to identify 
some risks or issues that could be going on 
in someone’s life. She can work with some 
of the other area agencies to build a plan to 
help that person,” Harris said.

He added it could be something as simple 
as Meals on Wheels or programs that ad-
dress more complex medical needs.

“They run a diabetic clinic here. Having 
these integrated hubs is a huge part of what 
minister Cho is looking for and, of course, 
what Cathy and her team have tried to 
develop.”

Cho jokingly said he sees himself as a 
missionary for seniors and accessibility.

“I try my best. It’s a blessing to have this 
post. I can’t do it alone. I need collaboration 
and support like what’s happening here in 
Wellesley. They are doing a great job.”

There are now 316 Seniors Active Living 
Centres in Ontario and the province said it is 
investing $15 million in similar programs.

Provincial funding benefits Wellesley area seniors
Continued from page 1

Well over 100 seniors from the Wellesley area attended the Aging Well in Wellesley Informa-
tion and Active Living Fair last week where a funding announcement was made to offer more 
services for older adults in the area.
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rookie politicians and have not gone through 
the hiring process. They have asked staff to 
write a report outlining next steps.

“They gave me direction to bring that 
back to them, so HR and I are working to 
get information from best practices and 
other municipalities about the process and 
give council some options. Do we do it in-
ternally, hire a consultant or have a tempo-
rary internal CAO?”

Clark added the process is expected to 
take several months to move the organi-
zation forward with someone in the role 
permanently. 

“As the mayor’s press release said, I am 
continuing in an acting role until such time 
as I am not,” Clark said. “That’s about all 
we can share right now.”

Chambers’ departure is the second 
high-profile position at the township to be-
come vacant recently. Donna Kell, former 
manager of communications and strategic 
initiatives, left her post abruptly on Sept. 
12. The township has not said if they left 
voluntarily or were terminated. Chambers 
was on a leave of absence when her depar-
ture was announced.

Clark faces a tough task with the 2025 
budget process well underway. He admitted 
it’s more work than he thought he would be 
doing but added he has a great team around 
him and they are ready for the challenge.

“We have a lot of good people at the 
township who are helping me. Council has 
been very supportive of my need for ad-
ditional resources here and there and also 
prioritizing projects. Part of deferring the 
budget (by one month) was because of me 
wearing two hats.” 

He added council approved a project 
manager to oversee the township’s Prime 
Minister’s Path consultation, an ongoing 
process which involves seeking public in-
put on the future of the statues in Wilmot 
Township.

“I feel we are managing very well and 
my goal while in this role is to keep com-
munication going open with you and other 

media, council and the community so we 
are all moving in the same direction.”

He added the township doesn’t want peo-
ple to feel something is missing or not be-
ing shared. 

“I know there has been a historical per-
ception of that, but I am really trying to 
break that.”

Clark wants residents to know the current 
team is serving them well.

“I have seen a dedicated workforce that is 
focused on providing service that is expect-
ed and the service people pay for. I think 
there is a lot of hard work going on in terms 
of value. Can we do better? Every organiza-
tion can do better,” he said.

He added his goal is to identify places 
where Wilmot can do better through the 
2025 budget.

“I don’t think it’s a reflection of our staff. 
I think it’s a reflection of other impacts. We 
haven’t had funding for certain capital, or 
had reserves, some of the things that have 
been talked about. Those impact our ability 
to be as good as we can but based on what 
we have, I think everyone is giving 100 per 
cent, pulling their weight and pulling in the 
right direction.”

Wilmot hires new communications 
specialist 

Brett O'Reilly has been hired as the town-
ship’s communications specialist within the 
office of the CAO.

In an email, the township said “Brett 
brings a wealth of experience to the role, 
having worked for over 12 years in munic-
ipal communications. Most recently, she 
served as the corporate communications 
manager for the Town of St. Marys where 
she developed and executed the municipal-
ity's first-ever corporate communications 
strategy.”

The township said her work has consis-
tently focused on building strong, positive 
relationships with both the media and the 
community, as well as driving effective so-
cial-media strategies to foster engagement 
with residents.

O’Reilly’s first day on the job is Nov. 26. 

CAO leaves Wilmot 
Township
Continued from page 1
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Firefighters in Wellesley Township will 
soon have the opportunity to pursue ad-
ditional medical training that will better 
equip them to respond to calls involving 
opioid overdoses and life-threatening al-
lergic reactions thanks to a new agreement 
with Hamilton Health Sciences.

Currently, the fire department is limit-
ed to managing airways, oxygen admin-
istration and taking patient vitals while 
responding to people experiencing opioid 
overdoses and severe allergic reactions. 
The new agreement with Hamilton Health 
Sciences – the base hospital for Region of 
Waterloo Paramedic Services – will pro-
vide medical oversight and training that 
will allow local firefighters to perform del-
egated medical acts such as administering 
naloxone to people experiencing opioid 
overdoses or epinephrine to people expe-
riencing severe allergic reactions.

“The skillset is not going to change sig-
nificantly,” said Wellesley Fire Chief Paul 
Redman at township council’s committee 
of the whole meeting Nov. 12. “We’ve had 
discussions in the past about bringing on 
epi and … we’re not really adding a lot 
of skillsets, we’re just doing what we can 
do at the calls we already go to. The big 
one there would be the possibility of epi, 
which is one I’d personally like to see, just 
with the distance and the timing and the 
need for it. We’re already doing defibril-
lation … so that’s not going to change. … 
It will be reviewed by the base hospital, so 

every time we have a (vital signs absent), 
they will take our printout from our defibs 
and they’ll analyze the time structure of 
how effective our CPR is.

“There will be peer review from our 
advanced-medical committee reviewing 
what we’re doing. Overall though, it won’t 
be a big push. There’s probably going to 
be some firefighters who don’t want to do 
it. We have 65-plus (firefighters) and we 
find a lot of them do; a lot of our younger 
recruits are coming in, they’re going out 
on their own and doing advanced medical 
training. We don’t find a lot of problem 
with people trying to take that extra stuff 
on. It’s a win for the community and for 
the service we’re providing, and I think 
we’ll have a pretty good buy-in from most 
of the firefighters.”

The protocols for administering epineph-
rine and naloxone – a drug that temporari-
ly reverses opioid overdose – are set out by 
the base-hospital physician and every call 

involving a delegated medical act will be 
reviewed for quality assurance. Hamilton 
Health Sciences will also be providing fo-
cused training for local firefighters in air-
way management and birthing.

Hamilton Health Sciences operates 
the Centre for Paramedic Education and 
Research (CPER), which offers outreach 
programs that provide medical, health and 
safety education to clinicians and fire ser-
vices. CPER will train Wellesley firefight-
ers who possess advanced medical skill-
sets (i.e. paramedics) to be the in-house 
trainers who deliver the yearly recertifica-
tion to all department members. The cost 
to certify firefighters is approximately $80 
per member and will be paid out of the de-
partment’s operational-training budget. 

“Naloxone, when administered to some 
patients, the patients become very excit-
able after,” Coun. Shelley Wagner said. “ 
… What are we going to do to protect our 
firefighters who are on scene for that type 

of an event as far as protecting them from 
being injured by somebody who they’ve 
gone to assist?”

Redman said the medical criteria a pa-
tient needs to meet to have naloxone ad-
ministered will come from the base-hos-
pital physician, meaning firefighters 
will only administer the drug in specific 
circumstances. 

“When we can get to that point, we can 
actually add in extra criteria and … with 
most of our medical committee being 
paramedics, there is a push to keep fire-
fighters mostly doing adequate airway, as 
opposed to (administering) Narcan (nalox-
one),” he said. “One of the problems is the 
patients can come out in a very heightened 
state – aggressive, violent. So, if we are 
to get to that point, our protocols in-house 
on top of the medical requirements would 
probably be very strict on how many peo-
ple we have there, law enforcement being 
on scene, that type of backup because our 
firefighters are there to provide medi-
cal assistance. We’re not there to subdue 
people.”

Redman said the process for getting fire-
fighters trained to administer naloxone and 
epinephrine will be a long one, the first 
step of which is to train those members 
who will be peer trainers.

“By the end of next year, we might have 
only hit the oxygen-administration (train-
ing) and then defib the year after that. It’s 
a lot to get 65 firefighters coming in. We 
could not even be, maybe, at the delivery 
of naloxone for two or three years. 

“These are big steps,” Redman said. 

Wellesley firefighters to receive additional medical training 
through new agreement with Hamilton Health Sciences 
GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
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Wellesley Township firefighters are set to receive enhanced medical training under a new 
agreement with Hamilton Health Sciences. Fire.fandom.com photo
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An egg farmer and local volunteer who 
has lent his time and efforts to countless 
organizations throughout the region, in-
cluding with this newspaper, was recent-
ly presented with the King Charles III 
Coronation Medal by Senator Robert 
Black.

Black presented the coronation medal 
to Gary West during a small ceremony 
for friends and family at Stratford city 
hall on Nov. 16. Following the coronation 
of King Charles III on May 6, 2023, the 
Canadian government created the King 
Charles III Coronation Medal to honour 
Canadians who have distinguished them-
selves through outstanding contributions 
and service to Canada.

“Gary, you have worked tirelessly in 
many areas, contributing to and supporting 
your organizations and communities, pro-
fessional and personal, with little fanfare 
or recognition,” Black said. “Your unwav-
ering commitment, driven by a deep sense 
of responsibility and care, is a source of 
inspiration for all Canadians.

“Gary, you remind us of the values that 
define our nation: selflessness, compas-
sion and a dedication to helping others. 
Though your work may not always receive 
the spotlight it deserves, rest assured, it 
has not gone unnoticed, and is appreciated 
by many.”

Born into a Shakespeare dairy farm-
ing family in 1952, West spent his youth 
involved in local sports, 4-H and ju-
nior-farm organizations. After graduating 
from Waterloo-Oxford District Secondary 

School, West studied journalism and 
worked as a radio broadcaster. He later 
returned to his agricultural roots, work-
ing with Western Ontario Breeders for six 
years before coming home to partner with 
his parents on their dairy farm.

West has served in numerous local or-
ganizations, including as president of 
Ontario Animal Breeders, the Stratford 
and District Agriculture Society, the 
Shakespeare Optimist Club and the 

Shakespeare Community Athletic 
Association. West also volunteers with 
Family Services Perth-Huron visiting 
palliative patients in their homes and he 
served on the Alzheimer Society of Perth 
County board of directors for seven years.

In the early 2000s, West and his fami-
ly transitioned from dairy farming to egg 
farming and, today, the family cares for 

41,000 laying hens at Westlandyn Farms. 
After seeing a need for greater nutrition 

in schools roughly a decade ago, West 
launched a program that provides peeled, 
hardboiled eggs to schools free of charge. 
The program now serves more than 140 
schools across Perth and Oxford counties 
and the Region of Waterloo.

“The King Charles III award came as a 
very big surprise to me, and I am absolute-
ly humbled by the recognition,” West said. 
“I have received so many incredible com-
ments from friends and neighbours that I 
can’t begin to say how emotionally happy 
I am that I can live, work and help out in 
any way I can in the area I have grown up 
and still live in.

“The Perth County area and organiza-
tions that are within it certainly would be 
the best in anyone’s books, and I am so 
privileged to be a small part of a very car-
ing community.”

The King Charles III Coronation Medal 
isn’t the first accolade West has received 
for his volunteer service. West was named 
Stratford and area Citizen of the Year in 
2013, he won the Perth County Federation 
of Agriculture’s Outstanding Contribution 
to Agriculture Award in 2009, he was in-
ducted onto the Perth County Agriculture 
Wall of Fame in 2017, he was present-
ed with Egg Farmers of Ontario’s Get 
Cracking Award in 2018 and he was pre-
sented with the 70th anniversary Queen’s 
Jubilee pin in 2022.

Congratulations, Gary!

Local egg farmer and volunteer presented with 
King Charles III Coronation Medal  

Area egg farmer and volunteer Gary West was presented with the King Charles III Corona-
tion Medal by Senator Rober Black at Stratford city hall Nov. 16. Photo by Brenda West

GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

WRPS investigating 
commercial break-in in 
Wilmot Township

Waterloo Regional Police are investi-
gating a commercial break-and-enter in 
Wilmot Township.

On Nov. 17 at approximately 5 a.m., 
four unknown males broke into a business 
in the area of Gerber Road and Nafziger 
Road and stole tools.

According to Waterloo Regional Police 
Service (WRPS) public information offi-
cer Const. Melissa Quarrie, the suspects 
broke the business’ glass front door and 
used a vehicle to further pull the door 

away from the building, granting them 
access to the store.

The suspects stole Milwaukee tools and 
fled the area in a white Chevrolet Express 
van, the vehicle used gain entry to the 
store, with running boards and damage 
on the passenger side.

Police were unable to provide an esti-
mated value for the stolen tools.

Anyone with information is asked 
to contact police at 519-570-9777. 
Anonymous tips can be provided to 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 or on-
line at www.waterloocrimestoppers.com.

WILMOT-TAVISTOCK GAZETTE STAFF

thewtgazette@gmail.com
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Matthew Rae has been acclaimed as the 
Ontario Progressive Conservative Party 
candidate for Perth-Wellington in the next 
provincial general election.

“It is an honour to be acclaimed as the 
PC candidate for the next provincial elec-
tion,” said Rae in a press release. “I remain 
focused on ensuring Perth-Wellington re-
ceives its fair share of provincial funding 
and that we continue to build a better, 
stronger and safer rural Ontario.”

“Matthew Rae has been instrumental in 
delivering results that matter to the people 
of Perth–Wellington,” said party leader and 
Ontario Premier Doug Ford in the release. 
“Whether it’s helping to  grow Ontario’s 
electric-vehicle industry, investing in vi-
tal infrastructure, or expanding access 
to  health care, Matthew’s leadership has 
had a real impact on his community. He’s 
committed to making life easier and more 
affordable for families and businesses, and 
I’m proud to have him on our team as we 
continue to build a stronger Ontario.”

Since 2022, the Conservative govern-
ment has invested over $161 million in 
health care, schools and infrastructure 
across Perth-Wellington.

“We have achieved a lot. However, there 
is more work to be done to ensure we are 
building the infrastructure we need, in-
vesting in our rural health-care system and 
ensuring that the next generation is set up 
for success,” Rae told a crowd of support-
ers at his acclamation in Monkton.

Rae acclaimed as Progressive Conservative candidate 
in Perth-Wellington for next provincial election 

Perth-Wellington MPP Matthew Rae will be the incumbent Conservative candidate for the riding in the next provincial general election. 
Photo courtesy of Matthew Rae

WILMOT-TAVISTOCK GAZETTE STAFF

thewtgazette@gmail.com
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41ST ANNUAL

TREE OF LIGHT SPONSORED BY WILMOT LIONS/LIONESS CLUB
... and support 

Wilmot’s Community Projects

Join us Friday, November 29th     
at 6:30 p.m

at the Centennial Fountain downtown 
for the Tree Lighting Ceremony and 

Christmas Carolling.
Bring the entire family for complimentary 

hot dogs & hot apple cider.
Join our sing-a-long with Stonecroft Choir 

and the New Hamburg Concert Band 
Every donation will light a light to glow on 

our tree 
Tree of Light is a Fund-Raising project 

supporting the 
Wilmot Family Resource Center, 

Interfaith Community Counselling Centre, 
Aldaview Activities

and other community projects.
For more information please contact       

519 662-2275

This message 
is generously 
sponsored by

Jim Miller - Broker 
Tricia Miller - Sales Rep.

    Jim: 519-580-5061
Tricia: 519-590-5995New Hamburg  519-662-4955

LightLightTTrreeee  ooff

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH 6:30 P.M.
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Pictured to the right are samples of the locally crafted cards for sale at Scotiabank in Tav-
istock, just in time for Christmas. Those who purchase a card will be helping the Tavistock 
Assistance Program (TAP) with a portion of the proceeds going to support the organiza-
tion. Photo by Gary West

Tavistock Scotiabank raising 
money for TAP until Christmas 

The Scotiabank in Tavistock is again 
getting in the Christmas spirit by help-
ing out the Tavistock Assistance Program 
(TAP) with collecting funds and, at the 

same time, selling cards created by M.L. 
Herlick Photography.

A portion of the sales from the cards 
will be donated to TAP. The local bank in-
vites all area residents to drop in and help 
out a worthy organization at this time of 
year.

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent
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Factory Trained Technicians ~ Accessories ~ Service to all Makes  
  Shrink Wrap & Winter Storage ~ In House Financing 

 

1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley, Ontario. N0B 2T0 

519-656-2880 
 

chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 
www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com 

Christopher W. Franklin 
Funeral Director 

Serving the families of Wellesley Township and the surrounding regions 
with the care, respect and dignity families deserve. 

As a member of the interna-
tional women’s organization 
Associated Country Women of 
the World (ACWW), I would 
like to share some information 
regarding an upcoming world-
wide campaign called 16 Days of 
Activism against Gender-Based 
Violence.

It is no secret that violence 
against women and girls is both 
a local and worldwide issue. 
Locally and in Canada, there are 
many stories of intimate-partner 
violence, abuse, abductions and 
trafficking of women and girls, 
homicides, missing and mur-
dered. The stories are both sad 
and horrific. We only need to read 
and watch the daily news.

In Waterloo Region, a re-
port in The Record published in 
December 2023 said the Waterloo 
Regional Police Services Board 
learned of disturbing statistics 
on incidences of human traffick-
ing, intimate-partner violence 
and gender-based violence in 
Waterloo Region. According to 
the article, victims have ranged 
in age from 13 to 95 years old 
and 94 per cent were female.  
Waterloo Regional Police Chief 
Mark Crowell indicated raising 
awareness of the problems and 
the local supports available is an 
important way to addressing the 
issue.  

The 16 Days of Activism 
against Gender-Based Violence 
aims to do just that.

According to trends in po-
lice-reported family violence 
and intimate-partner violence 
in Canada reported by Statistics 
Canada from 2022, overall 
rates of family violence and in-
timate-partner violence were 
higher than in previous years, 
regardless of victim gender, with 
increases ranging from 2 per cent 
to 6 per cent. However, the rate of 

police-reported family violence 
was nearly twice as high for girls 
than for boys.  

The large majority of victims of 
police-reported intimate-partner 
violence are women and girls, 
with the rate being especially 
high among those aged 12-24 
years. In terms of age group and 
gender, intimate partner violence 
was almost seven times higher 
among women and girls in that 
age bracket.

The campaign of 16 Days of 

Activism against Gender-Based 
Violence was spawned at the 
United Nations in June 1991. 
The Centre for Women’s Global 
Leadership  (CWGL), alongside 
participants of the first Women’s 
Global Institute on Women, 
Violence and Human Rights, 
called for a global campaign 
of  16 Days of Activism Against 
Gender-Based Violence.

The 16 days begins Nov. 25 
with the International Day for 
the Elimination of Violence 

Against Women and ends with 
International Human Rights Day 
on Dec. 10 highlighting that vio-
lence against women is a funda-
mental violation of human rights. 

According to the International 
Women’s Development Agency 
website, “Violence against wom-
en continues to occur at an alarm-
ing scale in every country in the 
world. Too often it is accepted 
as normal behaviour and the 
global culture of discrimination 
against women allows violence 

to occur with impunity. Recent 
movements such as #MeToo and 
#TimesUp have propelled this is-
sue onto the global stage.

“ … However, violence against 
women is a global problem and 
it requires global action. Calls 
for action like the 16 days of 
Activism are crucial because they 
shine a spotlight on the issue of 
violence against women. They 
are a moment to create public 
awareness about what needs to 
change to prevent it from hap-
pening in the first place at local, 
national, regional and interna-
tional levels.”

ACWW/Rural Women in 
Action is bringing these issues to 
the forefront with the symbol of 
the hand stopping this violence. 
Many other women-led organi-
zations in Canada and around the 
globe will be participating in and 
sharing a similar message.

The ACWW has consultative 
status at the United Nations, and 
now has associate status in United 
Nations Education, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO). By sharing this 
awareness campaign, we want to 
help raise our collective voices 
and advocate for these and other 
women’s issues.

Southern Ontario Support 
(SOS) is a member society of 
ACWW and, as such, helps in 
raising awareness and funds for 
the advocacy and project work of 
the ACWW international organi-
zation. To learn more or donate 
and become a member, adding 
your voice to supporting wom-
en’s issues locally and globally, 
contact SOS president Nancy 
Birss at nbirss@uwaterloo.ca.

It is time once again to highlight 
the conversations and encourage 
awareness to educate ourselves 
and our communities – male and 
female, young and old – about 
safety, prevention, acknowledge-
ment and resources for help.

Campaign for 16 Days of Activism against Gender-
Based Violence highlighted by local organization 

Associated Country Women of the World and Southern Ontario Support is calling on locals to participate in the 
16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence from Nov. 25 to Dec. 10. Contributed image

NANCY BIRSS

Associated Country Women of the World



10 Thursday, November 21, 2024 The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

1-866-267-6255

FREE MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT 
FOR ONTARIO FARMERS, 

FARM WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES

AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH, FRENCH & SPANISH

The fees used to recover the costs of in-
frastructure necessary to support growth 
and other costs associated with residential 
development could soon increase by more 
than 50 per cent.  

As Wellesley council prepares to consid-
er a new development-charges bylaw, con-
sultants form Watson and Associates pre-
sented the results of a background study 
necessary to inform the new development 
charges, both for residential and non-res-
idential development, during a statutory 
public meeting Nov. 12. 

“The intent of development charges 
are to recover the capital costs associated 
with new development in a municipali-
ty,” said Sean-Michael Stephen, a manag-
ing partner with Watson and Associates. 
“Municipalities are able to impose 
these bylaws under the authority of the 
Development Charges Act. We’re typical-
ly looking at the broader, growth-related 
needs of the municipality from a capital 
standpoint in addition to the local develop-
ment costs of an individual subdivision or 
plan of development.”

Revenue collected through development 
charges typically goes toward the costs of 
infrastructure that is normally built as part 
of a subdivision like internal roads, water-
mains, sidewalks and streetlights, as well 
as infrastructure projects that expand a 
municipality’s capacity for future growth 
like parks and recreation or fire-protection 
services.

The calculation for determining devel-
opment charges takes into account project-
ed residential and non-residential growth, 
the projected increase in need for service 
to accommodate that growth, the capital 
cost to provide that increased service and 
the recoverable cost of infrastructure to ac-
commodate that growth.

In Wellesley, the consultant said the 
township is expected to grow by six per 
cent, from 11,388 to 12,105, over the next 
decade, which will require an additional 
320 residential units of all housing types. 
On the non-residential side, the consul-
tant said the number of people working 
in the township is expected to grow by 11 
per cent, from 3,018 to 3,358 employees, 
requiring an increase of nearly 39,000 
square metres of commercial or industrial 

floor space.
With approximately $19.4 million in 

anticipated capital costs over the next 10 
years, Stephen said the township would 
likely be able to recovery nearly $6.3 mil-
lion or 32 per cent of that cost. 

The vast majority of that develop-
ment-charge revenue, he said, would be 
funnelled into parks and recreation ser-
vices (59 per cent or just over $3.7 mil-
lion) to help pay off the recent construc-
tion of the Wellesley Recreation Complex. 
A little more than $1.4 million or 23 per 
cent of those recoverable costs would go 
to highways and related services, 12 per 
cent would go to fire-protection services, 
five per cent to library services and rough-
ly one per cent to growth-related studies.

For new, single-detached, residential 
builds, that means the township’s develop-
ment charge will, if the bylaw is approved 
by council later this month, increase by 53 
per cent from the current rate of $13,551 
to $20,779. 

Meanwhile, the development charge for 
new, non-residential builds would actually 
decrease by 46 per cent, from $43.40 per 
square metre to $23.32 per square metre.

“We can see the majority of that (resi-
dential development-charge) increase is 
related to the increase in the charge for 
parks-and-recreation services, the reason 
being including the full amount of the 
growth-related share over the 10-year pe-
riod for the recreation complex and asso-
ciated long-term debt repayments for that 
facility,” Stephen said.

The consultant noted the proposed de-
crease to the non-residential development 
charge is because businesses don’t see the 
same benefit from parks-and-recreation 
services that residents do, which means 
builders of non-residential developments 
pay less to support those services. As the 
construction of the recreation complex 
was the main driver for the increase to the 
proposed residential development charges, 
that impact is not as big a factor for the 
proposed non-residential development 
charge.

While no members of the public spoke 
during the public meeting on Nov. 12, the 
consultants will incorporate any feedback 
from council and the public into the new 
development-charges bylaw before it is 
brought back to council for final consider-
ation at its Nov. 26 meting.

Proposed development-charge 
increases for Wellesley Township 
presented at public meeting
GALEN SIMMONS

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
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519.662.4990 | oktire.com
1413 Gingerich Road, Baden

STEER, STOP AND SAVE
UP TO $100 CONTINENTAL TIRE VISA PREPAID CARD

WITH THE PURCHASE OF 4 SELECT TIRES
until Dec. 8th, 2024

Following the publication of the sto-
ry, "East Zorra-Tavistock holds first vir-
tual meeting in new headquarters," on 
the front page of the Nov. 14 Wilmot-
Tavistock Gazette, the Township of East-
Zorra Tavistock requested a clarification 
about how it will promote and advertise 
council-meeting livestreams. On Nov. 
19, a notice was posted to the township's 
Facebook page announcing the meeting 

livestreams and noting recordings of 
meetings will be posted to the township 
website the day after a meeting occurs. 
Livestreams begin approximately five 
minutes before a meeting is scheduled 
to begin and both the livestreams and 
recordings can be accessed on the town-
ship's agendas and minutes webpage. 
More     information about meeting lives-
treams can be found at www.ezt.ca/en/
news/council-meetings-  livesteam-and-   
recordings.aspx.

CLARIFICATION: 

A frantic dog owner was forced to call 
911 last week after her dog wandered off 
the trail and ended up stuck in a swampy 
area near Shakespeare. 

Barb Myers is a captain at the 
Shakespeare station of the Perth East Fire 
Department. She said she was looking to 
find the best path to retrieve the dog, but 
there wasn’t one available.

“The area was covered in leaves so we 
couldn’t see any of what was there. Then 
all of a sudden, the water was over my 
knees. I managed to pull myself out by 
leaning over and grabbing onto a tree. 
Another captain came through with a lad-
der and ended up three feet deep as well.”

Myers said she couldn’t even see the 
dog, a decent-sized collie. 

“I asked what are we setting up for here 
because I didn’t see it. All we saw was his 
eyes and nose eventually.”

The dog owner left the animal and went 
back to the road just off Perth Road 107. 

“She had to come out so we knew where 
we were going. We had a ballpark idea 
where to go, where the Avon Trail meets 
the road. We went in with ropes and a cou-
ple of shovels because we didn’t know 
what we were getting into.”

The dog was found about half a kilometre 

into the bush and Myers explained they 
went back to the fire truck to retrieve the 
equipment they needed.

“We brought an extension ladder that 
folded out into one long piece, but it wasn’t 
long enough. We laid it down as kind of a 
bridge. We went back to get another ladder 
and backboard, like what is used to do a 
spinal rescue. Anything that would give us 
a bit of a float and not drag the firefighters 
down to the bottom.”

One of the crew was able to crawl out 
and grab the dog by the collar. Myers said 
there was no pushback from the collie.

“I am sure he was exhausted because he 
had gotten in and tried to get out but ended 
up going further into it. Another firefighter 
went out and they passed the dog from one 
to the other and we got him out. Once he 
got some footing he ran to his owner.”

Myers provided some advice for hikers 
and dog owners using the trail.

“According to the Avon Trail rules you 
are supposed to stay on the well-marked 
trails and dogs are supposed to be leashed. 
So, this owner did not have her dog on a 
leash and it took off into the bush which is 
how we ended up there.”

She added while volunteer firefighters 
are not dog rescuers, she understood the 
owner didn’t have any other option for 
help.

“She had a phone but how would she get 

someone to come with something to help? 
She tried to rescue him as well and was 
muddy, but she couldn’t get in there far 
enough.”

Myers added some humour at the end of 
the interview with the Gazette.

“We haven’t had any cats in trees, but 
we’ve had dogs in swamps.”

Dramatic dog rescue by Perth East Fire Department 

The red circle on the photo marks the spot 
where the dog was found by firefighters. 
Photos courtesy of Perth East Fire Depart-
ment

LEE GRIFFI

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Ladders and backboards were used to safe-
ly extract the dog from the swampy area off 
Perth Road 107.

ADVERTISE WITH US!
Contact Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or sharonbleis@gmail.com
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St George’s Anglican Church
Corner of Waterloo St and Byron St, New Hamburg
Weekly Sunday services at 10:15 am.  All are welcome.
https://www.stgeorgesnewhamburg.com

St James Chapel of Ease
4339 Huron Rd Wilmot Township
All are welcome.
Rev Margaret Walker; Office: 519-662-3450
sgacnewhamburg@gmail.com

St Agatha Mennonite Church
1967 Erb's Road St Agatha 519-634-8212 
Pastor Jim Brown
Worship service 10am followed by coffee hour and sermon 
discussion. All are welcome

WORSHIP IN WILMOT 
TOWNSHIP

Happy

Anniversary
60th

G L E N  &  R H O D A
B A E C H L E R

ANNIVERSARY

McIntosh, Donna Mae
August 19, 1954-November 

15, 2024 - passed away at 
Stratford General Hospital 
with her family by her side, 
in her 71st year.

Beloved wife of Roger 
McIntosh whom she married 
in September, 47 years ago. 
Dear mother of Jason and 
his wife Janna of Stratford, 
Ontario and Jeff and his 

wife Stefanie of Portage la Prairie, Manitoba. Sadly 
missed by her grandchildren Connor, Kailynn, Carly, 
Charlotte, Nolan, Troy, Colin and Jacob. She is sur-
vived by her mother Hilda (Jutzi) Wagler, her sister 
Judy and her husband Richard Lebold, her brothers 
and sisters in law Bill and Janice McIntosh, Jeanette 
McIntosh, Morris McIntosh and Keith and Dianne 
McIntosh. She will be remembered by many aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews and extended family.

Predeceased by her father Elmer Wagler, her in laws 
Scott and Florence (Preiss) McIntosh, sister in law 
Susan McIntosh and brother in law Ken McIntosh.

Donna took great pride in taking care of her home 
and farm, and was always tending to her flowerbeds 
and lawn. That same strong pride was also demon-
strated through years of dedication facilitating her 
boys’ love of sports. Naturally, she showed the same 
commitment to attend her grandchildren’s sports 
activities as well. In true grandma fashion, Donna 
loved to spoil her grandkids. Surprise visits to see 
her at work always ended with treats. Donna was a 
dedicated front shop manager at Sinclair pharmacy 
in Stratford, and was working hard to reach 40 years 
as an employee. It was a job she truly enjoyed. Roger 
and Donna were also privileged to travel with friends 
and relatives throughout the years.

Family and friends are invited to a funeral service 
for Donna on Thursday, November 21, 2024 at the 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Sebastopol-Tavistock at 
11:00 am with a reception to follow. Private burial in 
the church cemetery.

Donations to the Canadian Cancer Society, or 
Trinity Lutheran Church would be appreciated by 
the family. Personal condolences can be posted at      
www.francisfh.ca

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to 
Francis Funeral Home, Tavistock.

OBITUARY

It was a night of celebration for 
members and friends at Shakespeare 
Presbyterian Church.

For a church that was established 
in the 1800s, an updated pipe organ 
was a welcome addition to enhance 
the beauty of this well-preserved 
house of worship.

The pipe organ was originally pur-
chased by Emmanuel United Church 
in Sebringville. Once that church 
closed, it was donated and moved to 
Parkview United Church in Stratford 
and, just recently, after the sale of 
Parkview Church to the Anchor of 
Hope Anabaptist fellowship, organist 
Paul Hyatt was asked if he knew any-
one who would be interested in the 
pipe organ.

He said he immediately knew of 
a good home for the organ where 
he would be able to play it during 
weekly services. That home was 
Shakespeare Presbyterian Church.

It took three days to disassemble 
the organ at Parkview and have it 
ready to move. A group of volunteers 
was ready to assist on moving day 
and they had the entire organ moved 
to Shakespeare in about three hours.

Reassembling and installing it at 
the church took approximately five 
weeks to complete.

The first service for the new musical 

instrument was on June 30.
The church’s minister, Rev. Rob 

Congram, said during the recent 
night of dedication and prayer, “Be 
with your servants, who will use this 
beautiful instrument to make music 

for your people, as you prepare us on 
earth to sing your praises of heaven 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God now and 
Forever.”

Shakespeare Presbyterian 
Church dedicates new pipe organ
GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

Music director and organist Paul Hyatt, who has been Shakespeare Presbyterian 
Church’s organist for 15 years, talks to church members about the newly deco-
rated church pipe organ.

Longtime church member and pianist Shirley Kraus filled 
the air with song and played a melodious duet with organist 
Paul Hyatt on the pipe organ recently during a dedication 
ceremony for the new organ last week.
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WORSHIP
WITH US!

GRACE UNITED CHURCH
116 Woodstock St. S., Tavistock
Phone: 519-655-2151
All are welcome
Service led by Rev. Marilyn Arthur
Music by Marilyne Nystrome

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEBASTOPOL-TAVISTOCK
Pastor Steve Hoffard 
Church Office 519-655-2372
trinitylcoffice@gmail.com
www.trinitytavistock.com

TAVISTOCK MENNONITE 
Interim Pastor Harold Schlegel.
131 Wettlaufer St., Tavistock 655-2581
Sunday Worship services begin at 9:45am, 
with coffee and fellowship to follow at 11am. 
Masks welcomed but not required. 
All Ages JRSS will follow after the worship 
service.

Stream services online at 
www.tavistockmennonitechurch.ca

TAVISTOCK BIBLE CHAPEL
32 Oxford Street, Tavistock, Ontario
Questions or Need Help?
Text or Call: (519) 655-2413
tavistockbc.org
Family Bible Hour - 11am Each Sunday
www.tavistockbc.org

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN LCC
Church Phone 519-276-0701
Wellington Street, Tavistock
stpaulstavistock@gmail.com
Pastor Rev. Michael Mayer

EAST ZORRA MENNONITE
677044 16th Line Road, East Zorra
Pastors Ray Martin & Mike Williamson
www.ezmennonite.ca
Service audio recordings available at:
https://ezmennonite.ca/worship/

TAVISTOCK MISSIONARY
77 Mogk St., Box 220, Tavistock N0B 2R0
Phone: (519) 655-3611
Email: office@tavistock.church
www.tavistock.church

The Wilmot-Tavistock 
Gazette Weekly Quiz

1.	 What does Ariel give to Ursula in 
exchange for legs?

2.	 What do you call an animal that sleeps 
during the day and is awake at night?

3.	 Who was the Egyptian pharaoh known 
for building the Great Sphinx?

4.	 How long is a millennium?
5.	 What country has the most oil reserves?
6.	 How many dice are used in Yahtzee?
7.	 What year did Blockbuster close?
8.	 Who won the Jake Paul vs Mike Tyson 

fight?
9.	 What company is known for their 

Pumpkin Spice Latte?
10.	What year did then US introduce 2 letter 

state abbreviations?
Answers found on page 26

By Sydney Grant

Slowly but surely, I’m reading through the 
past pages of the Tavistock Gazette (est. 
1895). Within this weekly column I’d like to 
share with you some of my findings.

November 20-27, 2019, Edition (5 years 
ago)
The Tavistock Men’s Club 61st Annual 
Roast Pork and Sauerkraut Supper was 
another great success. Held on Wednes-
day, Nov. 13, 2019, 625 people sat down 
for the family-style meal at the Tavistock 
Memorial Hall while another 206 had the 
same meal at Quehl’s Restaurant. Another 
559 meals were picked up at the Tavistock 
Men’s Club Hall and 128 meals were de-
livered to homes and faculties. 
Carrie Fischer, manager of firefighter re-
lations for Muscular Dystrophy Canada 
(MDC), was in Tavistock last week to ac-
cept a cheque for $7,048.62. The money 
was raised at the Tavistock Fire Depart-
ment Boot Toll on Labour Day weekend. 
Staff of Scotiabank once again helped 
working at the toll and the amount they 
collected during that time (approximate-
ly $1,600) was matched by the bank. 
The Tavistock department has been sup-
porting MDC since 1971 and their dona-
tion last week brings their grand total to 
$176,805.57
The home of Earl and Carol Yantzi in 
Tavistock was badly damaged by fire on 
Saturday morning, Nov. 16. The Tavistock 
Fire Department was called sometime be-
fore 1 a.m. after the homeowners evacu-
ated the house due to smoke. According 

to Mr. Yantzi, he and his wife were awake 
when they smelled smoke in the house 
just after midnight. Mr. Yantzi attempted 
to extinguish a hot spot with a fire extin-
guisher but was unsuccessful. When the 
lights went out, he and his wife quickly 
exited the house and called 911 on a cell 
phone.
November 18-25, 2009, Edition (15 
years ago)
Numbers may have been down slightly, 
but the enthusiasm was high last Wednes-
day evening when the Tavistock Men’s 
Club and a host of community volunteers 
put on their 51st Annual Roast Pork and 
Sauerkraut Supper in the Tavistock Me-
morial Hall. About 725 paid meals were 
served in the hall with another 110 served 
at Quehl’s restaurant. The pick-up and de-
livery crew in the upstairs of the hall were 
also kept busy as 336 meals were picked 
up and another 99 delivered to local res-
idents.
The Peewee Reps were the top team in 
Port Dover over the weekend. Friday 
night, the Titans battled to a hard-fought 
2-0 win over Lincoln. In Saturday’s con-
test, the Peewees found the back of the net 
in each period skating to a 4-1 win against 
Lambton Shores. On Sunday morning, 
they finished the round-robin play with a 
convincing 5-1 triumph over Delhi which 
put them into the finals against Blenheim 
where they won 2-1. The PeeWee Reps 
Port Dover Tournament Champs include 
Tyler Stock, Jackson Hergott, Jeremy 
Kropf, Jakob Wiffen, Tayler Trachsel, 
Tristen Wilhelm, Jamieson Hergott, Justin 

Wagler, Jenssen vanBoekel, Derek Hyde, 
Jacob Bender, Zac Berg, Matt Remsey-
er, Michael Johnson, Jacob Bauman and 
Cohen Myers with coaches Ryan Yantzi, 
Eugene Bender, Steve Yantzi, Andrew 
Stickney and Eric Bender.
November 16-23, 1994, Edition (30 
years ago)
Mr. Dave Oilphant is the new Mayor of 
East Zorra-Tavistock. He narrowly defeat-
ed Mrs. Betty Yeoman by 29 votes with 
an unofficial 1,403 to 1,373 margin. Al-
though Mrs. Yeoman led in nearly all the 
township polls, Mr. Oilphant was able to 
secure a winning margin with votes from 
the village residents.
Yundt Bros. Construction of Stratford 
completed the base coat of asphalt on 
William, Oxford and Mogk streets in Ta-
vistock last week as the final phase in the 
infrastructure program work approaches 
completion. The Street now has a totally 
new look with curbs and grass boulevards 
(grass hopefully in the spring). Residents 
should be pleased they don’t have to con-
tend with gravel and dirt all winter long. 
Newly signed Detroit Red Wing Tim Tay-
lor, a resident of Stratford, was the special 
guest at an autograph and information 
night held at the Tavistock Optimist Club 
in conjunction with Youth Appreciation 
Week. About 50 youngsters and parents 
turned out to talk with Tim and get his au-
tograph on everything from hockey cards 
to sticks and t-shirts. Tim gave away an 
autographed hockey stick won by Lisa 
Bender, and two signed hockey cards, won 
by Jeff Lange and Sarah Small. 

The Old Gazettes
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The Tavistock Men’s Club’s 
annual Sauerkraut Supper has 
become a much-loved tradi-
tion since it began in the early 
‘70s.

The town’s Men’s Club has 
been getting ready for months 
and comments from area eat-
ers on the meal said this year’s 
kraut and pork chops has never 
been better.

Now run as a drive through, 
it was still amazing to drop 
into the hall and see not only 
dozens of men’s club members 
working, but also wives, part-
ners and friends helping out.

Ross Schumm, who chairs 
the annual feast, said the club 
was more than thankful to the 
community for again support-
ing their major fundraiser.

He also wanted to give spe-
cial thanks to the major donors 
and suppliers that made the 
night a success.

They include Beanhaven 
Family Farm, Cascade 
Boxes, Murray’s Produce, 
Quehl’s Restaurant, Sam’s 
Your Independent Grocer, 
Saputo Cheese, Tavistock Fire 
Department and the Butcher 
Barn.

Members of the men’s club 
are reminding everyone that 
they are selling two-and-a-half 
to three-pound bags of their 
sauerkraut until supplies run 
out from their Kraut House be-
hind their hall on Woodstock 
Street North.

Sale dates include Dec. 7, 
14, and 21 from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Call Schumm at 519-535-
3201 for more information.

Tavistock Men’s Club’s Sauerkraut Supper another success 

 The Tavistock Fire Department pork chop barbecue masters included, from left, Jacob Hutchinson, Matt Lamers, 
Paul Brenneman, Scott Zehr, Jaclyn Lange, Chris Roth and Nic Hendry. Photos by Gary West

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent
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Waterloo-Oxford District Secondary 
School (WODSS) captured the gold medal 
at OFSAA finals on Nov. 9.

The OFSAA title capped off a dominant 
season for the WODSS Duckies that saw 
them win 26 of their 28 games, including 
league and tournament play, with the other 
two games ending in ties. WODSS didn’t 
suffer a single loss all year and outscored 
opponents 84-6.

Head coach Amanda Smith told the 
Gazette the team’s lessons a year ago pro-
pelled them to reach even greater heights 
this season.

“I’m really proud of this team and what 
we accomplished,” said Smith. “Because 
of the experience we had last year in get-
ting to the finals at WCSSAA, CWOSSA 
and OFSAA, and losing at each of those 
finals last year, we felt we had unfinished 
business and a point to prove. They were 
hungry to get the job done.”

WODSS began the day on Nov. 9 with 
a semi-final clash against Saltfleet District 
High School from Hamilton, and a slow 
start resulted in Saltfleet scoring around 
two minutes into the game. It took approx-
imately 10 minutes for the Duckies to find 
their footing, but once they did, they con-
trolled the majority of the play for the rest 
of the half, ultimately resulting in a penal-
ty stroke buried by Tatjana Knezevic to tie 
the game at one apiece.

According to Smith, the team’s re-
silience was a consistent theme for the 
Duckies on the rare occasion they fell be-
hind this season.

“What impressed me most about our 
team this year was when we did get down 

a goal in the WCSSAA final, or in OFSAA 
play, we always came back with determi-
nation and scored. It didn’t happen very 
often, but when it did, we never gave up.”

The Duckies kept Saltfleet on their heels 
in the second half, causing the opposition’s 

defence to become more frantic. Finally, 
Leah Thompson scored for the Duckies 
and, thanks to some strong goaltending 
and stifling defensive play, WODSS held 
on for a 2-1 win, booking their spot in the 
final game.

The championship game pitted WODSS 
against Bluevale Collegiate Institute of 
Waterloo, a game that saw both teams go 
back and forth right from the start of the 
match. However, despite both teams get-
ting chances to score, neither team found 
the back of the net in the first half.

WODSS managed to frustrate Bluevale 
with tenacious poke-checking in the sec-
ond half, which ultimately led to an offen-
sive opportunity that culminated in a net-
front rebound which Thompson jammed 
into the net with around four minutes left.

The Duckies held on to their 1-0 lead to 
claim the OFSAA banner.

“The last four minutes seemed like an 
eternity, but we played smart defense and 
kept good possession to prevent any real 
chances from Bluevale,” Smith said. “The 
key for us was our tenacity. We were get-
ting second and third efforts to strip them 
of the ball and doing a good job working 
the ball up our strong side to beat their 
defense.” 

Smith credited the team for its strong 
veteran talent coupled with significant 
improvements made by younger roster 
members.

“This year's team was special because 
we had a lot of veteran experience in our 
Grade 12s, three of whom have played 
field hockey at the provincial level. We 
also have a Grade 11 goalie who plays pro-
vincially and has become very difficult to 
beat over the last year.

“Our Grade 10s and 11s stepped up to 
fill the gaps left behind by last year's grad-
uating players,” Smith continued. “Our 
Grade 9 rookies learned a tremendous 
amount from our veterans in both their 
pure field-hockey skills and their position-
ing and execution of our strategies.”

Duckies win OFSAA field-hockey gold 

Members of the WODSS field hockey team celebrate Leah Thompson’s game-winning goal 
during the OFSAA gold-medal game. Contributed photo

SPENCER SEYMOUR

Sports Director

The Waterloo-Oxford District Secondary School (WODSS) field hockey team earned the gold medal at OFSAA on Nov. 9. Pictured in the front row, from left to right, are Lauren Fidler, 
Victoria Shipp, Julia Amyotte, Jaden Greenlee, Maeve Turner, Tatjana Knezevic, Leah McPhee, Samantha Wright, Leah Thompson, Lauren Leis, and Willow Harris. In the back row, from 
left, are Natalie Otterbein, Janine Walmsley, Payton McPhee, Katelyn Pfohl, Olivia Luchetti, Ella Kittel, Avery Schaub, Ashley Woolcott, Reese Moore, Dana Kropf, Terri-Lyn Stewart and 
coach Amanda Smith. Contributed photo
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Tavistock’s two-game win streak 
was snapped Saturday night by visiting 
Creemore.

The Coyotes jumped out to a 3-0 lead in 
the first period before Drew Gerth’s eighth 
of the season gave the Royals some life. It 
was short-lived as the visitors took a 4-1 
lead before the end of 20 minutes. 

Matt Zilke’s powerplay goal, his second of 
the campaign, made it 4-2 midway through 
the second period but Creemore scored the 
final frame’s only goal. Deven Kropf added 
a pair of assists for Tavistock, which outshot 
its opponents 43-28. 

Next action for the Royals is Saturday 
in Thornbury against the Georgian Bay 
Applekings.

About 100 players from the Tavistock and 
District Minor Hockey Association were in 
attendance, each hoping to win the night’s 
top prize of free registration for the 2025-
2026 season. Congratulations to current 
second-shift player Noah Waymouth, who 
will have his fee paid by the Optimist Club 
of Tavistock and the Royals.

Royals lose on Minor Hockey Night but kids go 
home entertained 

The flag bearer for the game was Sawyer Lange, a member 
of the Titans U9 Local League team. Lange is pictured be-
side Royals captain Tristan Hohl. Contributed photos

LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Correspondent

Between periods the Ryals scrimmaged with the U9 Local League team coached by Nick Schumm. Former Titans on the senior team’s 
roster include Tristan Hohl, Trevor Sauder, Jeremy Munro, Deven Kropf and Andrew van Boekel.

ONTARIO ELITE HOCKEY LEAGUE STANDINGS- SENIOR MEN
TEAM GP W L T PTS OTW OTL P% GF GA DIFF PPG PPGA SHG PIM

Seaforth Centenaires 7 6 1 0 12 0 0 0.857 39 16 23 11 2 1 142
Ripley Wolves 6 6 0 0 12 2 0 1.00 31 17 14 5 2 1 150
Georgian Bay Applekings 8 5 3 0 11 1 1 0.688 36 28 8 9 7 6 204
Minto 81's 5 5 0 0 10 0 0 1.00 35 5 30 5 2 2 78
Tavistock Royals 8 5 3 0 10 1 0 0.625 33 25 8 16 3 1 149
Creemore Coyotes 7 3 4 0 7 0 1 0.500 26 22 4 8 10 1 156
Erin Outlaws 6 3 3 0 7 0 1 0.583 32 30 2 6 5 4 131
Saugeen Shores Winterhawks 9 3 6 0 6 0 0 0.333 39 50 -11 14 18 6 136
Milverton Four Wheel Drives 7 2 5 0 6 1 2 0.429 21 23 -2 6 4 1 84
Durham Thundercats 7 1 6 0 2 0 0 0.143 23 46 -23 5 13 3 104
Lucknow Lancers 8 0 8 0 0 0 0 0.000 7 60 -53 0 19 1 198

Maximize your 
return.

Conservative
Advice for
Intelligent
Decisions Donna L. Hinz

196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4

519-273-1633    franklinehinz.com

Call 519-462-2259 or 519-462-2947
596633 County Rd 59, 3 miles south of Tavistock

Apples available are Spartans, Gala, 
Empire, Cortland, Tolman Sweets, Russets, 

Ambrosia, Northern Spy, Mutsu, 
Red & Golden Delicious and Idared.

Apple Products, Fresh local produce, Honey, 
Jams and Pickles, Squash and Pumpkins

 Beautiful Fraser Fir Wreaths
Christmas Urns available starting Friday, Nov 22nd

 Kintore Co�ee and Deep Purple Lavender
Monday - Saturday, 9 am - 5 pm SEND YOUR SPORTS STORY IDEAS 

TO OUR DIRECTOR OF SPORTS 
SPENCER SEYMOUR AT 

SPENCER.SEYMOUR88@GMAIL.COM
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RW ROW STK GPCT
12 14 2-0-0-1 0.576
12 12 1-0-0-0 0.611
11 11 0-1-0-0 0.560
9 9 0-1-0-0 0.581
5 7 0-2-0-0 0.450
6 7 4-0-0-0 0.438
6 6 1-0-0-0 0.473
3 3 0-9-1-1 0.331

1 New Hamburg Firebirds
2 Norwich Merchants
3 Woodstock Navy Vets
4 Wellesley Applejacks
5 Dorchester Dolphins
6 Paris Titans
7 Tavistock Braves
8 Hespeler Shamrocks

South Doherty Division

South Doherty division
standings

As of Wednesday, November 20

South Doherty Division GP W L OTL T SOW SOL PTS OTW GF GA DIFF PCT PIM
1 New Hamburg Firebirds 19 14 4 0 0 0 1 29 2 83 61 22 0.763 317
2 Norwich Merchants 19 14 5 0 0 2 0 28 0 69 44 25 0.737 238
3 Woodstock Navy Vets 18 12 5 0 0 1 1 25 0 70 55 15 0.694 234
4 Wellesley Applejacks 18 11 5 1 0 2 1 24 0 61 44 17 0.667 394
5 Dorchester Dolphins 18 7 9 0 0 0 2 16 2 45 55 -10 0.444 303
6 Paris Titans 21 7 12 2 0 0 0 16 1 60 77 -17 0.381 286
7 Tavistock Braves 19 7 11 1 0 1 0 15 0 71 79 -8 0.395 465
8 Hespeler Shamrocks 18 3 13 1 0 0 1 8 0 43 87 -44 0.222 284

South Doherty Division

The Provincial Junior Hockey League 
(PJHL) is pleased to announce the first 
PJHL All-Star Games on Dec. 28 and 29. 

The games will feature the best and 
brightest stars in the PJHL as they show-
case their skill to fans and compete for 
their division’s home-ice advantage in the 
playoffs. Four teams have been selected to 
host their conference All-Star games for 
their fans, including the Tavistock Braves. 

“The PJHL is excited to bring the All-
Star Games to our fans,” said PJHL com-
missioner Terry Whiteside. “We antici-
pate exciting and extremely good hockey 
games. The teams are playing for their 
division to gain the extra game in the con-
ference finals which will make it super im-
portant for them. Showcasing the talent in 
our league is something we wanted to do 
and we are very confident that fans will be 
impressed with the calibre of the play.”

“We here in Tavistock are very excited 
to be able to host this event,” said Braves 

general manager Brent Lange. “It will 
hopefully showcase some of the best play-
ers on both sides especially when it does 
mean something for home-ice advantage 
in the finals. We look forward to being able 
to host this game; it should make for a fun 
time and game for all involved with this.” 

The game is set for Dec. 28 at the 
Tavistock and District Recreation Centre.

The All-Star game is a chance for the 
PJHL’s brightest stars to showcase their 
skill in a best-on-best game and skill 
showcases. The game will have something 
on the line as the winning division will 
have the home-ice advantage when the 
two divisions meet again in the 2025 PJHL 
Schmalz Cup Conference Finals.

The rosters for each conference will be 
announced closer to the game dates. Other 
hosts are the Hanover Barons (North), 
Clarington Eagles (East) and the Dresden 
Kings (West). Ticket information will be 
available on the host teams’ websites clos-
er to the date.

Braves split weekend games
Tavistock started the weekend with 

a disappointing 4-3 home loss to Paris 
on Friday but bounced back Sunday in 
Hespeler with an 11-1 drubbing of the 
Shamrocks.

Against the Titans, Izac Blur led the of-
fence with a goal and two assists while 
Nathan Brenneman and Liam Gorman 
scored the other goals. The Braves outshot 
their opponents 43-27.

Tavistock jumped out to a 4-0 first-peri-
od lead in Hespeler and doubled the lead 
to 8-0 after 40 minutes of play. Lander 
Hartley’s shutout bid ended with just one 
second remaining in the game. Grady 
Murphy picked up a hat trick to lead the at-
tack. Nicholas Hambly scored twice with 
Carter Arsenault adding three assists. The 
teams combined for 82 penalty minutes, 
including four fighting majors.

Firebirds sweep
A pair of wins for New Hamburg allowed 

the team to remain one point behind first-
place Norwich in the Doherty Division. 
Aydan Burns had a goal and three help-
ers in a 6-1 home-ice win over Hespeler 
on Saturday. Josh Soulliere added a pair 

of goals with single markers going to 
Owen Bruder, Michael Gear and Antonio 
Pasqualino. The game had just three minor 
penalties.

On Sunday, the Firebirds downed 
Woodstock 5-2 as the visitors outshot the 
Navy Vets 44 to 15. Matt Domm had his 
best game since returning to the team, 
scoring twice and adding a pair of assists. 
Owen Fischer, Jake Thompson and Burns 
also scored for New Hamburg.

In a rare Thursday night game last week, 
Woodstock pulled off a 6-5 shootout vic-
tory over the Firebirds. Bruder led New 
Hamburg with a pair of goals and an assist.

Applejacks
Don’t look now but the Titans are the 

hottest team in the Doherty Division. Paris 
won their fourth game in a row, a 3-2 
home-ice decision over Wellesley, to move 
into a fifth-place tie with Dorchester. 

Paris took a 2-0 lead before goals by 
Hudson Parker and Brennan Kennedy tied 
it up. The Titans scored the winning goal 
with just two seconds left on the clock in 
the third.

PJHL Roundup: League announces all-star game host cities
LEE GRIFFI

Gazette Correspondent

Factory Fresh To Your Table
Since 1879

Over 20 cheese varieties available in our factory
*******************

Cheese Trays for Entertaining
Homemade Cheese Balls

********************
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3 pm • Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

Closed Sundays
www.oakgrovecheese.ca | 29 Bleams Road West, New Hamburg | 519-662-1212

226.261.1837heather@granthaven.com

Wondering how local media 
can help grow your business? 
Let me help tailor a 
customized marketing plan 
for your business goals. 

Woodstock Ingersoll Echo

St. Marys Independent The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette

Goderich Sun
STRATFORDTIMES
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BRING YOUR OWN PHONE 
UPFRONT COSTS 
FREE SIM Card 
NO Activation Fee! 
+ a $50 credit 
Keep your number and save $130!*

Google  
Pixel 9
as low as  
$12/mth**

or purchase  
as low as  
$198.90 

Reg $31.41/mth

Samsung 
Galaxy 
S24
as low as  
$14/mth**
or purchase  
as low as  
$209.94 

Reg $34.08/mth

NO trade in required  |  NO device return required  |  NO activation or upgrade 

See store for details. Taxes may be extra. All devices are 128 GB models, except the Samsung Galaxy S24+ which is 256 GB. Phone colours may not be exactly as shown. May be subject to errors, changes, price changes, and limited availability of stock. Black Friday Sale is November 18 to 29, 2024. *Some restrictions may 
apply. Bill credit of $50 may take up to 60 days to process. **Monthly TAB and purchase prices shown are based on a $70/mth plan. Lower monthly plans ($20 to $69.99) may be available with adjusted monthly or purchase phone price. Customer must sign to a monthly plan during the Black Friday Sale. If account is canceled 
before the two year term has ended, the customer is required to pay the remainder of the phone cost. Pre-ordering a device does not obligate the customer to sign a two year term during the Black Friday Sale, nor are there any obligated costs to the customer. 

51 Woodstock Street S, Tavistock        3706 Nafziger Road, Wellesley
800 250 8750     mornington.ca

The lowest price of the year!
Monday, November 18 to Friday, November 29

Samsung 
Galaxy 
A35
as low as  
$0/mth**
or purchase  
as low as  
$0 

Reg purchase $529.46
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Pet of the Week
CASPER

Casper is a spirited young dog with an inspiring 
story of resilience. Found as a stray, he’s come a 
long way and is now full of energy and ready for 
his forever home. This high-energy pup thrives in 
active environments, especially with experienced 
owners who understand working breeds. He is 
still learning manners and would benefit from 
positive reinforcement training. He needs a 
home without young kids, ideally with another 
energetic dog to guide him. With love, patience, 
and plenty of exercise, Casper will make a loyal, 
adventurous companion. Could you be his perfect 
match?. For more information on Casper, visit 
The Humane Society of Kitchener Waterloo and 
Stratford Perth's website at: kwsphumane.ca

SPONSORED BY:
TLC PET FOOD

3514 Bleams Rd, New Hamburg, ON
519-662-9500 | www.tlcpetfood.com

Y E J G O N I I S V Y D O S F X R C Z B
D Z K G I B A A T Y A A K C Y C L K A I
O Q P N T D L Y N P X O P N B E V R V O
O F S Y N E M V U E A P A H A C G F W Q
R Z O C L B W P O F X E O R D A Y M B C
B S Z Q I M D X C V I U A N I S L W S O
U R G H G N N F S F F N F N M I U O X N
S C H A M E O O I Q C K Q S N O P U O C
T Q T L P S D R D E S Z A D X C W F U W
E D R F L P D Q T G S E H V A E D Z B Y
R G F P O K J W N C V U L F T V R L D J
U F L R M V I I O O E Y S V K T V O U C
D Y D I S W V Y V R T L O H Y L K N T M
U U E C Y A J R E L C M E E O R Y I R S
W E A E S L V W B K A B S S A P X Q R F
A F L E D I M P Y B A P C C Q W P C W U
X T S B U A J A O V H T L E R N A I F C
S G M I F T X M D Z L D O V Q R T F N P
V K U M K E Q T S C Y J D D T H G V N G
L Q D N U R A H C I M W Y D T K F L D T

BLACK FRIDAY

Bargain
Cart

Clearance
Coupons
Crowds

Deals
Discounts

Doorbuster
Electronics
Half-price

Retail
Sale

Savings
Shopping

Store

Gazette Puzzles
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PROTECTING WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU
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This photo of Holy Family Parish Roman Catholic on Huron Street in New Hamburg lit up at 
night was recently shared on the Show Us Your Wilmot Facebook page by Paul Zehr. Photo 
courtesy of Show Us Your Wilmot

SHOW US YOUR WILMOT

Tavistock, ON. • 519-655-2014 • www.homedesignsmart.com
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The North Easthope Antique Tractor 
(NEAT) Club at their recent annual ban-
quet had the opportunity to see an intri-
cate, scale model of a mixed farm and 
buildings the way they were at the turn of 
the century.

Club member Roy Berfelz, who is now 
retired and living   in Stonecroft in New 
Hamburg, has a unique hobby. A few years 
ago, he endeavoured to recreate the farm-
stead where his ancestors farmed in Perth 
County and, at the same time, research his 
family tree.

Berfelz’s family traces back to the 
Jungblut family in the mid 1800s and, 
along the way, the J was dropped in favour 
of a Y to become Yungblut.

In order to get to the history of the farm 
and buildings, Berfelz researched the in-
teresting history of the family.

Johannas Jungblut was born Jan. 5, 1849, 
came to Canada in 1856 from Germany 
with his parents and settled in Tavistock. 
He was confirmed in Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Sebastopol, in 1862 and married 
Maria Becker of Wilmot Township in 
1871. They moved to a 50-acre farm on 
Concession 10 in Perth County’s Ellice 
Township.

On Jan. 8, 1900, the Yungblut fami-
ly moved to a 150-acre farm in Wallace 
Township. They had all their belong-
ings loaded onto sleighs for the trek to 
Gowanstown but had to reload onto wag-
ons because of the lack of snow that year. 
The farm remains in the Yungblut family 

to this day.
The barn shown is a scale model of John 

Jungblut’s barn circa 1867 built from the 
scaled-down measurements drawn up by 
Berfelz, who is the great grandson of John 

Jungblut.
He says he had it built by a 14-year-old 

Mennonite boy from Elmira, who took 
seven months to build the model shown.

Even though this is hard to show in 

pictures, the barn was one of the largest 
Barns in Wallace Township around the 
time of Confederation.

At the time, the main barn measured 85 
feet by 48 feet by 30 feet high, and a horse 
barn beside it was 60 feet by 30 feet by 26 
feet high. Berfelz said this barn was called 
a high-end beam barn with the entrance at 
the end instead of the side, and the barn 
had squared rafters as opposed to round 
poles. Also, there was a poured-cement 
silo with an eight-sided wooden roof in 
the early 1900s when there were very few 
silos in Perth County.

He said it was one of the few barns that 
was painted red with a green roof and a 
white trim in the early 1920s.

What is also unique is a litter carrier 
throughout all of the stables that was used 
to clean out the manure before the advent 
of stable cleaners, and they even had an-
other litter carrier coming from the silo in 
order to feed the cattle corn silage. They 
are all shown in the model.

Due to a lack of electricity, the engine 
room with a line shaft in the stable was 
run by a hit-and-miss gas engine, which 
ran a stable grain grinder, a cream separa-
tor, root pulper and table saw as well as 
other woodworking equipment. A pulley 
went to the upper story of the barn to run 
a grain grinder beside the wooden granary, 
as most farms had back then.

All of the above mentioned is shown in 
the model, which Berfelz is most proud of.

With his good nature, he said he would 
happily invite anyone to come and see his 
masterpiece depicting what was a modern 
mixed farm in its day.

Model farm a highlight of recent North Easthope 
Antique Tractor Club banquet 

Roy Berfeltz is shown with a scale model of the barn his ancestors owned and still farm to 
this day in Wallace Township of Perth County. Photos by Gary West

GARY WEST

Gazette Correspondent

With a detachable roof on the barn to the right, it 
shows seven draft-horse stalls, pigs in one yard 
with sheep in another, all to scale.

The rafters are shown in the side barn with the lum-
ber cut to the size and scale of the barn that still 
stands to this day.

With the detachable roof removed, observers can 
see how the Holstein dairy cows were tied head to 
head for easy feeding from the attached cement 
silo. All are meticulously painted black and white.

Roy Berfeltz is shown with his hundreds of miniature tractors and toy farm 
equipment in a separate basement room, which would amaze many a collec-
tor.
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The plethora of social media 
apps out there today provide 
such a wide variety of ways for 
people to interact with their 
close community or with the 
broader world.

What are your top social media 
apps? I tried this question with 
my family members recently 
and we all gave quite different 
answers. For years, my favou-
rite has been Reddit with side 

dishes of Facebook and Twitter, 
while my wife is a regular on In-
stagram and Facebook (and Pin-
terest when needed) while the 
kids prefer Snapchat and Tik-
Tok. It’s also a dynamic question 
that changes over time. 

I recently heard about X (Twit-
ter) users migrating to a new 
app called Bluesky, so I decid-
ed to take a look over there. In 
short, I like it because it reminds 

me of the way that Twitter used 
to be. The feed is based on my 
interests and the comments to 
posts are actually relevant to the 
topic – something that has been 
lacking at X in recent times. 

Bluesky Social originated as a 
side project within Twitter in 
2019 but became independent 
when Elon Musk bought Twit-
ter in October 2022. It launched 
as an invite-only social app in 
February 2023, and only opened 
to the public in February 2024. 
Since February, it has grown 

from three million users to 20 
million users. Currently, it’s 
number one in the Apple App 
Store, ahead of ChatGPT and 
Threads, and is adding seven 
new users a second.

For me, Bluesky is feeling like 
a fresh start. Because it’s not 
full of ads (yet), I’m easily able 
to follow major news head-
lines, sports updates and people 
whose opinions I’m interested 
in. Not everyone is over there 
yet, but I see new additions each 
day. For example, on the sports 

side of things, I’m following The 
Athletic, the NHL (mirroring the 
NHL’s Twitter account), Sean 
McIndoe (Down Goes Brown), 
Pierre LeBrun and Steve Dan-
gle. This allows me to quickly 
see what’s going on in sports 
without having to sift through 
all the other stuff that’s in my X 
feed. 

If you are disenchanted with X 
these days, or are simply looking 
for another social media option, 
you may want to give Bluesky a 
try.

Anyone else on Bluesky yet?

By Stewart Grant

FROM THE 
PUBLISHER'S 

DESK

Online shopping has trans-
formed the way we buy clothes, 
and that purchasing behaviour 
went off the charts during the pan-
demic and has pretty well stayed 
with us ever since. So, for this edi-
tion, I thought I would share what 
I do and what I have learned along 
the way.  

Set a spending limit before you 
shop

It’s easy to lose track of costs 
when you’re adding items to your 
cart. So, with online shopping, I 
set a mental image of what I want 
and what I want to spend. Some 
people keep a number in their head 
and then cut it off when they hit it. 
Instead, I will go through every-
thing I like that is either clearance 
or on sale. I will never put a reg-
ularly priced item in my cart, but 

when I’m done, I will look at 
everything and do a price/value/
look review for each and then start 
tossing out items. I usually end up 
caught between a rock and a hard 
place because I will get it down 
to my predetermined budget and 
have to decide between two pieces 
that have made it through three or 
four rounds of cuts.

But this is not as easily done 
for many of us. If you’re prone to 
impulse buying, consider using a 
prepaid card or setting a specif-
ic limit on your credit card. This 
forces you to pause before making 
unplanned purchases. Tools like 
budgeting apps can also help track 
spending as you shop online.

Use technology to your 
advantage

This is one aspect of value 

shopping for clothes that I myself 
have not dialed into complete-
ly, so I learned quite a few help-
ful things. First of all, you try to 
leverage browser extensions and 
apps that help you find the best 
deals. Extensions like Honey, 
Rakuten, or Capital One Shopping 
can automatically search for and 
apply coupon codes when you’re 
checking out. I just started us-
ing CamelCamelCamel, which is 
good for Amazon shoppers – it 
shows you the price history of a 
product so you can see if the cur-
rent “sale” is actually a good deal 
or just a marketing tactic. 

By the way, if you don’t know, 
Amazon will show the returns 
history of a product. For clothing 
items, I would translate high re-
turns to many things from “does 
not fit to size” or poor quality or 
the item looks different than pic-
tured and usually not for the best.

Price-comparison sites like 
Google Shopping can also save 
you money. Enter the product 
name and these tools show you 
which retailer is offering the best 
price. For example, if you’re eye-
ing a pair of headphones, a quick 
search might reveal that another 
store has them for $20 less with 
free shipping to boot.  

Avoid the urgency trap
Online stores often create a 

sense of urgency with tactics like 
countdown timers, “only two left 
in stock” notices, or flash-sale 
alerts. Most of the online retailers 
I visit don’t do this, but don’t get 
sucked in. Don’t feel pressured to 
act quickly; take a step back. Ask 
yourself if the item is something 
you genuinely need or if you’re 
being swept up in the excitement 
of the sale.

In fact, you should try doing 
what I learned to do. Create a hab-
it of leaving items in your cart for 
at least 24 hours before checking 
out. This gives you time to think 
through your purchases. On top of 
that, retailers will even send you a 
discount code to encourage you to 
complete the transaction, sweeten-
ing the deal.

Shop at the right times
Timing is everything when 

it comes to online deals. Black 
Friday, Cyber Monday are top 
of mind right now, so this is an 
excellent time to have your list 
ready to go. Also, I have talked 
before about end-of-season sales 
being good opportunities to score 
discounts. Many retailers also 
have lesser-known markdown 
schedules. For example, retailers 

offering clothing usually update 
their sales on Wednesday. this is 
the best time to look online for 
your size and colour before the 
stock-outs hit. 

Amazon is the largest online 
retailer in the world, so they run 
sales just like Bay Days. Their 
Prime Day offers discounts on a 
wide range of products. Patience 
can pay off. Waiting until late 
December or January, for instance, 
can result in deep discounts on 
holiday items or winter apparel.

Scott Dunstall has been on a sty-
listic journey for over 10 years. His 
belief is that every guy has a style 
of their own. When it’s discovered, 
it empowers and builds confi-
dence. Scott has appeared several 
times on Rogers TV Kitchener as 
a guest on DAYTIME. His writing 
has been republished by LinkedIn 
Top Influencer and INC. Magazine 
contributing editor, Jeff Haden. 
He has also written several piec-
es for the Baden Outlook. You can 
follow Scott on Instagram @ev-
erydaystylebyscott or on LinkedIn 
@scottdunstall or Life & Style 
Wilmot on Facebook. Feel free to 
ask questions or propose collabo-
rations: everydaystylebyscott1@
gmail.com.

By Scott Dunstall

DRESS 
SHARP. 
SPEND 
SMART. 

Online shopping demystified: Navigating without 
overspending

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE! 

To book advertising 
space contact our 
sales representative 

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
Sharon Leis, 519-580-5418, sharonbleis@gmail.com
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Eating healthy and exercising 
are essential to overall wellbe-
ing. Optimal health depends on 
consistency. Being active every 
day in some form while fueling 
the body with a wide range of 
nutrient-dense foods is imper-
ative. You alone are responsi-
ble for your day-to-day choices. 
Genetics is not entirely to blame.

 As a wellness expert, I whole-
heartedly agree with people lis-
tening to their bodies, as well 
as their medical doctor and na-
turopath. We are unique. What 
works for one person can be pos-
itive and lifechanging while, for 
others, unwanted symptoms can 
heighten. You are unique, truly 
one-of-a-kind. That being said, 
there is one mineral we all need. 

Magnesium is naturally pres-
ent in many foods from plants 
to legume to nuts and seeds, but 
processed foods are void. The 
Standard American Diet (SAD) 
is sadly deficient. According 
to Health Canada, one in three 
Canadian adults are deficient in 
magnesium. This magical min-
eral plays a role in hundreds of 
enzyme reactions in the body. 
Experts recommend consuming 
between 310 and 420 milligrams 

daily but very few people do. We 
need to replenish daily and even 
the healthiest meal plans can’t 
keep up to the body’s demands.

Is your body showing signs of a 
magnesium deficiency? Are you 
tired? Do you experience muscle 
weakness? Twitches? Numbness? 
Tingling? Do you wake up in the 
middle of the night with cramps 
or spasms? Do you suffer from 
headaches or migraines? Do you 
have high blood pressure? The 
list of symptoms is endless.

Magnesium may be your miss-
ing link to improved cardiovas-
cular, sleep and bone health. 
For many, this key electrolyte 
provides the answer to anxiety, 
menopause and blood-sugar regu-
lation. This personal trainer loves 
magnesium for improved athletic 
performance and recovery. 

Are you at risk? As we age, 
our ability to absorb and store 
decreases. The list of lifestyle 
or health concerns increase the 
need; caffeine, alcohol, processed 
food, pregnancy breast feeding, 
exercise, medications, sweating 
stress and intestinal-health is-
sues. Prolonged deficiency can 
lead to serious health issues.

The most commonly asked 
question is which one to take. 
There are several versions to 
choose from, and these are my 
top picks.

Magnesium citrate is formed 
by a reaction between magne-
sium oxide and citric acid. It’s 
the most common and cost effec-
tive. Citrate powder is activated 
within thirty seconds of adding 
to boiling water. This version is 
readily absorbed addressing anx-
iety with a fast-acting calming 
effect, relieving muscle aches 
and pain and provides overnight 
relief of constipation. 

Magnesium bi-glycinate is 
formed from elemental mag-
nesium and the amino acid gly-
cine. It’s stable, bioavailable 
and has maximum absorbability. 
Bi-glycinate is a dream, liter-
ally helping support a deep re-
storative sleep. It’s ideal for ad-
dressing inflammation, stress and 
depression while gentle on the 
stomach with no laxative effect 
even at larger doses. 

Magnesium L-Theronate is a 
salt formed from mining mag-
nesium and thereonic acid. It’s 
highly absorbable and bioavail-
able. This magnesium has the 
unique ability to permeate the 
blood-brain barrier, increasing 
magnesium in the brain, and re-
ducing depression. There’s also 
a link to short- and long-term 
memory support. 

Magnesium Taurate is magne-
sium combined with the amino 
acid, taurine, and also has good 
bioavailability and absorbabili-
ty. This duo supports blood-sug-
ar balance and improves insulin 

resistance. Relaxing the heart 
muscle, it helps with irregular 
heart rhythm and maintaining 
healthy blood pressure. 

There are two other won-
drous ways to maximize magne-
sium’s body-boosting benefits. 
Magnesium flakes are a fabu-
lous addition to a hot soak – not 
Epsom salts, but flakes. They 
both contain magnesium but are 
different chemically. Epsom salts 
are a compound of magnesium 
and sulphate while flakes con-
tain chloride. Magnesium flakes 
are super soluble and easily ab-
sorbed by the dermis, our largest 
organ. Flakes are phenomenal 
for addressing aches, cramps and 
inflammation plus post-exercise 
– a bath is an enjoyable way to 
replenish electrolytes as well as 
soothing soreness. 

Last but not least, this personal 
trainer and workout fiend loves 

magnesium spray or gel as a 
pre- and post-workout go-to. Its 
benefits are too numerous to list. 
For the record, I have seen topi-
cal magnesium work miracles on 
aches and pains associated with 
injuries, arthritis, fibromyalgia 
and even carpal tunnel syndrome.

Mega-magnesium food sources 
are monumental when meal plan-
ning for living optimally, and ex-
perts recommend between 310-
420 milligrams daily. This health 
guru says, “Hello breakfast 
smoothie.” One whole avocado, 
one banana, a cup of berries and 
a cup of milk. That’s 146 grams! 

This is a great start but stress, 
medications and exercise, to 
name a few, deplete stores quick-
ly, so add the supplement as well. 
Thrive alive!

Always check with your MD 
or ND before starting any new 
supplement. 

The many miracles of magnesium

By Mercedes Kay Gold

HEAPS OF 
HEALTHY 

TIPS 

Magnesium rich foods. Vecteezy photo

How should you navigate re-
ceiving an offer? It is important 
to know when to accept, to ne-
gotiate and when to walk away. 
Receiving an offer on your home 
can be one of two things – thrill-
ing and exciting when you get an 
offer you like or, on the flip side, 
frustrating and disappointing 
when the offer may not be all you 
had hoped it would be. 

The three main things we look 
at in an offer are purchase price, 
conditions and completion date 
(closing or moving day). What 
are your expectations; how does 
the offer you received line up 
with these things? Are they ac-
ceptable or something worth ne-
gotiating? Your real estate agent 
will be able to help guide you 
on these things in a sense of the 

market and industry norms. Are 
condition durations longer than 
they should be, is the closing date 
unreasonable, is the purchase 
price being offered matching 
what is happening in the market? 
At the end of the day, the decision 
is yours, but we are here to help. 

An accepted offer may look like 
a price point close to the asking 
price, right on the asking price 
and in some cases above asking, 
but it is not all about the purchase 
price – conditions are important 
to consider when reviewing of-
fers. These don’t always make or 
break a deal and what I am refer-
encing here is more the duration 
being asked to fulfill a condition. 
As a realtor, we know what the 
market reflects and when some-
thing is unreasonable, and we 
will consult you when it may be a 
good idea to counter with a lesser 

amount of time for these. 
Countering an offer, more com-

monly known as negotiations, 
can look like proposing a new 
price that is higher than the one 
being offered. It might be short-
er conditions, a longer or quick-
er closing or maybe it is a com-
bination of a few or all of these 
things. Your realtor may call the 
co-operating/buyer agent and 
get a feel for where the details 
of the offer are stemming from. 
Knowing these facts can help 
us determine if we want to put a 
counteroffer on paper, accept the 
original offer or walk away from 
the offer completely. I almost al-
ways recommend my clients to 
counter an offer rather than re-
jecting it because you truly never 
know what can happen. 

Rejecting an offer is pretty stan-
dard and straightforward. This 

would be an offer that is maybe 
way off on closing or has con-
ditions that don’t align with the 
seller's circumstances such as a 
sale condition (adding more time 
to the deal). This is also common 
with multiple offers – however 
with the current market, this is 
not too common right now. 

Each situation is truly unique 
and I always prepare my clients 
to have an open mind because, 
even if an offer seems less than 
ideal, there is usually a way that 
we are able to work with it or try 
to! 

As always, for questions or 
article suggestions please reach 
out! 226-232-4236 or iliving-
stonsells@gmail.com. 

Isabel Livingston is a sales 
representative with Gale Group 
Realty Brokerage Ltd. and the 
Jennifer Gale Real Estate Team.

By Isabel Livingston

EXPERT 
REAL ESTATE 

ADVICE 

What Should I Do? Navigating buyer offers 
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By Paul Knowles

OH, THE 
PLACES 

WE'LL GO
Let’s be honest, here; you are 

unlikely to travel to New Bruns-
wick solely for the purpose of vis-
iting the small, quaint New Den-
mark Memorial Museum. But if 
you are in New Brunswick – and 
I can give you dozens of reasons 
why this wonderful province 
should be included in your travel 
plans – you really should sched-
ule a stop at this small-town mu-
seum, a labour of love by local 
folks determined to preserve and 
honour their legacy.

Our hosts at the museum were 
Shelley Partanan and Ron Han-
sen, both volunteers and both de-
scendants of the original Danish 
settlers who came to this part of 
New Brunswick in the 19th and 
early 20th centuries. The newly 
refurbished museum is a product 
of the energy and commitment 
of the local community, a group 
of people determined to honour 
their heritage as proud Canadi-
ans, but also as proud offspring 
of some pioneering Danish im-
migrants.

Partanan told us that the first 
shipload of Danes to come to the 
area arrived in Saint John in 1872 
and took a smaller boat up the 
Saint John River to found what is 
now New Denmark. They were 
lured to Canada by promises of 
land ready to be farmed, a road 
system and places to live. These 
promises were exaggerations 
at the least, outright lies at the 
worst.

That first ship brought 29 
Danes to New Brunswick. They 
were given 100 acres of land each 
but found they had to clear the 
land, build the roads and live to-
gether in one common building.

They persevered and over the 
next five decades or so were 
joined by friends and relatives 
from Denmark until eventually, 
the community numbered 119 
families.

This history – and subsequent 
events in the community – are 
commemorated in the museum. 
The exhibits include a building a 
few metres away from the main 
museum, a small-scale replica 
of the original communal house 
shared by the first Danes to ar-
rive. That building was con-
structed several decades ago by a 

much younger Hansen, who was 
just 17 years old at the time the 
reproduction house was built.

The museum itself reopened in 
the summer of 2024 after exten-
sive reconstruction of the build-
ing and reconfiguration and rede-
sign of the exhibits. 

The reconstruction was a chal-
lenging project. Partanan notes 
“every single thing in the build-
ing had to be packed up and 
removed” because they had to 
remediate mould and asbestos 
issues. But that also presented 
the volunteers with an unprece-
dented opportunity; they cleaned 
and labelled every artefact before 
they were returned to the muse-
um.

The museum acknowledges 
the agricultural heritage of the 
area; New Denmark was home 
to dairy farms, a cheese facto-
ry and potato farming. Partanan 
says that in the earliest days, “I 
have heard stories that they were 
planting potatoes among the 
trees,” for food for the pioneer 
families. Today, almost all the lo-
cal agriculture is about potatoes. 

There are exhibits about al-
most every aspect of life in New 
Denmark. The Women’s Insti-
tute – once a vital organization in 
New Demark, as it was in many 
smaller Canadian communities 
– has a section dedicated to its 
work. So does the school – which 
is appropriate, since the building 
that now houses the museum was 
once the local primary school, 
which Hansen attended in 1968 
for one year. The school was 
closed in 1969.

It may not be a surprise consid-
ering the community’s Scandina-
vian roots that New Demark was 
once home to ski-jumping com-
petitions and this and other local 

sports history is on display in the 
museum. One baseball team hon-
oured bore the entirely appropri-
ate name, The Spuds.

Hansen’s grandfather was the 
first postmaster in the commu-
nity, operating the post office 
out of his convenience store. His 
desk, chair and other memorabil-
ia form one small exhibit at the 
museum.

And there are examples of 
unique Danish traditions carried 
on proudly in the newcomers’ 
new homeland such as brightly 
coloured Danish dancing cos-
tumes.

One of the most moving exhib-
its in the museum is the wall of 
photos honouring the men and 
women of New Denmark who 
were in the armed forces during 
the world wars. I noted that the 
relatively small community had 
contributed a surprisingly large 
number of young people to the 
war efforts, and Partanan and 
Hansen said this was a reflection 
of the love the people of New 
Denmark had both for their ad-
opted country of Canada and for 
their original homeland in Eu-
rope.

The New Denmark Memorial 
Museum is a moving tribute to 
the Danish pioneers who came 
to New Brunswick to start new 
lives, and to their descendants 
who continued that commitment. 
But it is also a tribute to the resi-
dents of today who have devoted 
so much volunteer time and ef-
fort to keep that history alive.

The museum is open to visitors, 
June through August, staffed by 
students thanks to government 
grants, but the local volunteers 
would be happy to give tours in 
the off-season to interested peo-
ple as well. In a true reflection of 
rural hospitality, Partanan point-
ed out there is a sign with contact 
information and, if visitors call, 
“Somebody will run up.” Admis-
sion is by donation.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer, and president of 
the Travel Media Association of 
Canada. To contact Paul about 
travel, his books, or speaking 
engagements, email pknowles@
golden.net. 

Museum a labour of love in New Denmark

New Denmark Memorial Museum volunteers Shelley Partanan and Ron 
Hansen. All photos by Paul Knowles

The Women's Institute exhibit.

The wall honouring New Denmark residents who volunteered for the armed 
forces.

Near New Denmark is the second-longest railway trestle bridge in Can-
ada.
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Dear Editor,

For those six people in Wilmot Township 
who do not regularly read the Wilmot 
council meeting agendas or the minutes 
and attached reports, and for those several 
thousand residents who have trust issues 
around how council makes decisions, the 
following examples might help explain the 
problem.

1. A Nov. 5 article in a local newspaper 
reported that $1 million in renovations are 
proposed by staff for the Castle Kilbride 
administration centre. The article specified 
that space for 11 more staff would be need-
ed within five years. Not 10! Not 12! That’s 
because a consultants’ report in 2022 indi-
cated how the administration should be re-
structured and a “people plan” was part of 
that report. Thus, 11 is the number.

I asked my ward councilor for a copy of 
the report. He had to ask permission from 
a senior administrator before he could give 
it to me. Not kidding; he really had to ask 
permission. No! I couldn’t have it. He in-
dicated that he also has not yet received 
the “people plan” part of the report, which 
is the apparent basis for needing 11 more 
employees, and thus $1 million in reno-
vations. How does the Wilmot senior ad-
ministration practice its espoused value of 
transparency?

2. A Sept. 19 public meeting chaired 

by the strategic-plan review consultant 
included an overview of some of the out-
comes from discussions with the council 
and staff. He reported that the two groups 
had agreed on a need to “achieve com-
mon ground between council and staff and 
build momentum for positive change” and 
“gather meaningful input from staff and 
the community.” A goal was to address the 
significant lack of trust by residents with 
the council and its staff.

The strategic plan, as approved by coun-
cil, changed the stated outcome to, “Build 
a shared vision and achieve common 
ground among members of council.” After 
passing through the senior-administration 
filter, that final draft’s wording eliminated 
mention of staff as having a shared respon-
sibility for finding common ground. The 
blame is now council’s alone.

The citizens, at the Nov. 19 public meet-
ing, requested that the consultant tell se-
nior administration and council that we 
wanted public meetings to review the final 
draft before it was formally approved. He 
said he would pass it along. The strategic 
plan was approved without citizen review 
when the mayor was on a planned absence. 
When asked why citizens did not get the 
public review as requested, the response 
was, “I don’t have to do what people tell 
me to do!” How does the senior adminis-
tration practice its espoused value of trust?

3.A Nov. 4 report titled, “Council-Staff 
Relations Policy Review.” is apparent-
ly staff’s response to the issue of finding 
common ground. Wilmot staff’s definition 
of the relationship includes:

a. “The CAO leads in three dimensions. 
Up to council, down to staff and out to the 
community stakeholders.” Recall that it is 
the mayor who is the official spokesperson 
for the municipality.

b. “It is expected that members of coun-
cil will:

+ Request corporate leadership team in-
put prior to making policy decisions. 

+ Discuss issues with the corporate lead-
ership team and advise them of questions 
prior to council/committee meetings.

+ Understand their questions with staff 
may be communicated to others with-
in the organization and that a member of 
council cannot compel township staff to 
confidentiality. 

+ Consult with the appropriate director 
prior to responding to constituents’ con-
cerns or requests.”

If there is any Wilmot citizen who still 
thinks:

•	 it is council that is really setting the 
direction and writing the policies;

•	 council is preparing the agendas, 
with the direction and policy items 
they and their constituents want, for 
decision making;

•	 council has unfiltered access to all 
the accurate information, with all 
the potential options needed for 
making decisions;

•	 that your councillor can freely an-
swer your questions or address your 
concerns based on their personal 
judgement, and based on the criteria 
of trust you had in them when you 
voted;

•	 that the elected mayor is the real-life 
boss in Wilmot

then I invite you to re-read the numbered 
items above.
Maybe folks have been placing blame 

for a lack of trust, for a lack of available 
fulsome information and an inability to 
participate in decision-making on the 
wrong target? Maybe it is not the council 
where fundamental blame rests? 

Citizens might consider joining me at 
the Nov. 25 council meeting to hear what 
councillors have to say about this proposed 
council-staff relations policy and how they 
plan to include citizens in the process of 
decision making?

Sincerely,

Barry Wolfe, 
Baden

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 
Can we trust Wilmot township’s senior administration?

The American election will result in a 
significant shift of international and glob-
al economics. Based on election promises 
and the strong mandate he received from 
all sectors, the USA is poised to refocus 
internally and, in so doing, will become 
more protectionist of American jobs and 
American manufacturing and less in-
volved with imports and global affairs. 

Trump has attacked immigration, 
Mexico's cheaper labour, China's imports 
and he is threatening NATO, and propos-
es less military aid to Ukraine and less 
aid elsewhere. His goal is to now isolate 
the USA and become more self-reliant to-
gether with major tariffs about to be pro-
posed on many imports.

Any proposal to move forward with a 
new “mega industry” in Ontario or else-
where outside of the USA is extremely 
risky and unlikely to succeed. Investing 
the billions of dollars needed for a new 
battery plant or automotive assem-
bly plant and the necessary infrastruc-
ture is completely contrary to the new 
“Build in the USA” agenda of the Trump 

administration. The private sector will 
certainly not proceed to build outside 
the USA and our tax dollars should not 
be wasted on creating shovel ready land 
for what will surely be an unoccupied and 
undesirable mega site in the middle of 
nowhere. 

This initiative is simply no longer 
viable.

I understand there is no factory identi-
fied for the Wilmot assembly. No one is 
waiting in the wings to build and any such 
building is highly unlikely in the future 
given this “isolation objective” south of 
the border.

So why continue? The Wilmot land as-
sembly needs to be cancelled immediate-
ly as we have more than enough employ-
ment lands to meet our provincial targets 
to 2051 and the need for and the success 
of this mega site is clearly no longer in 
place.

John Ariens, 
New Hamburg

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 
Trump’s tariffs should kill the 
Wilmot land assembly

ADVERTISE WITH US!
Contact Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or sharonbleis@gmail.com

Notice of Community 
Improvement Plan Update 
and Upcoming Workshop

YOU’RE INVITED!

The Township of Wellesley is working on an update to its The Township of Wellesley is working on an update to its 
Community Improvement Plan (CIP). The CIP is a 

planning tool that will allow the municipality to designate 
areas for improvement and offer various incentives (i.e., 
grants and loans) to stimulate growth and revitalization 

in our community.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2024 | 6-8PM
TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY COUNCIL CHAMBERSTOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

4805 WILLIAM HASTINGS LINE, CROSSHILL AND ONLINE

RSVP to Samantha at ssernoski@wellesley.ca 
by November 29th.
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Proud sponsor of the Community Calendar

COMMUNITY CALENDAR - NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2024
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22

Learn about life-saving skills and be-
come certified
6-10 p.m.
Contact Ben to register at red5st@live.ca 
or phone 519-590-2147
Shakespeare Optimist Hall
3976 Galt St., Shakespeare

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23

Tavistock Book Sale | We are currently 
accepting book donations up until this 
sale!
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Tavistock Public Library
40 Woodstock St., Tavistock

Annual Xmas Bazaar
10 a.m. - noon
Morningside Adult Community, New 
Hamburg 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25

Wilmot Council meeting
7-11 p.m.
Council chambers
60 Snyder's Road West Baden

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26

Wellesley Council meeting
6:45 p.m.
Council chambers
4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26 CON'T

After School Hangout: Bad Art | Put 
your lack-of-skills to the test and make 
a disaster-piece!
4 - 5 p.m. 
Tavistock Public Library
40 Woodstock St., Tavistock

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27

Tales for Tots | Join Miss Kathy for 
storytime!
10 - 11 a.m. 
Tavistock Public Library
40 Woodstock St., Tavistock

TOPS - Taking off Pounds Sensibly 
10:30 am (Meets every Wednesday)
A non-judgmental weight loss support 
group.  For info call Cathie 519-662-9273
St. James Lutheran Church
66 Mill St, Baden

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29

The 41st Annual Wilmot Lions / 
Lioness Club Tree of Light Ceremony 
6:30 p.m. 
The New Hamburg Concert Band 
Centennial Fountain by the Post Office.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30

Tavistock Men’s Club 
Santa Claus Parade
1 pm
Info call 519-655-3573
Begins at the corner of Jacob St. W. and 
Woodstock St. Ends at Queens Park pavil-
lion parking lot

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1

New Hamburg Santa Claus Parade
6:00 p.m. 
Bring a non-perishable food item or 
a new unwrapped toy for the Wilmot 
Family Resource Centre.
Downtown New Hamburg

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4

East Zorra-Tavistock Council meeting
9:00 a.m.
Council Chambers
89 Loveys Street E., Hickson

Tales for Tots | Join Miss Kathy for 
storytime!
10 - 11 a.m. 
Tavistock Public Library
40 Woodstock St., Tavistock

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10

Wellesley Council meeting
6:45 p.m.
Council chambers
4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11

Tales for Tots | Join Miss Kathy for 
storytime!
10 - 11 a.m. 
Tavistock Public Library
40 Woodstock St., Tavistock

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16

Wilmot Council meeting
7-11 p.m.
Council chambers
60 Snyder's Road West Baden

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18

East Zorra-Tavistock Council meeting
7:00 p.m.
Council Chambers
89 Loveys Street E., Hickson

Tales for Tots | Join Miss Kathy for 
storytime!
10 - 11 a.m. 
Tavistock Public Library
40 Woodstock St., Tavistock

Deadline: Tuesday prior at 3 p.m.
Contact: thewtgazette@gmail.com

The Community Calendar allows non-profit organizations to promote their free admission
community events at no charge. Event listings can include your event name, date, time and location
as well as contact information (ie phone number, email address or website).
If your event is not free admission or you would like to include more details than stated above, The
Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette offers the following options for promoting your community events:

Coming Events Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $10 + hst
Coming Events Boxed Word Ad in Classified section (50 word max.) - $15 + hst
Display Ad - Sizes begin at a Small Classified Display ad (3.3" x 2.5") - $35 + hst 

PROMOTE YOUR EVENTS WITH US! HERE’S HOW:

CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR LOCAL PAPER! 
SEND US YOUR STORY IDEAS AND YOUR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

TO GALEN SIMMONS AT GALEN@GRANTHAVEN.COM
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SERVICE DIRECTORY —
AUTOMOTIVE

272 Snyder’s Road, Baden
matt@badenauto.ca

Full Service 
Maintenance & 
Repair on All 

Makes & Models

AUTOMOTIVE

SERVICE & REPAIR
27 Woodstock St. N., Tavistock

519-655-2500

www.schultzautomotive.com

ASSISTANCE

TAPISFORYOU.COM

TAVISTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

NEIGHBOURS HELPING NEIGHBOURS

Assistance for people & families in 
Shakespeare, Tavistock, Hickson

519-655-3500
tapisforyou@outlook.com

TAP Gazette Adv2.indd   1TAP Gazette Adv2.indd   1 2024-10-22   4:32 PM2024-10-22   4:32 PM

AUTOMOTIVE
E&L

CSN - E&L
374 Hamilton Road, 
Unit 4, New Hamburg, 
ON, N3A 2K2

Ryan Pacey
Manager

T: 519-662-1892
E: newhamburg@likenew.ca

24-Hour Towing Assistance 1-877-700-4CS (4276)
Website: csncollision.ca/el

To book your space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

To book your space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

To book your space call 
Sharon Leis at 

519-580-5418 or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

AESTHETICS

ACCOUNTANT

519-577-2237

DAN YANTZI
PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANT, CMA
Personal and business
accounting and tax services.

djyaccounting@yahoo.com

CHIROPRACTIC

LAFAY FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Stephen M. LaFay (Chiropractor)
New Patients Always Welcome

296 Ontario St. Stratford 
519-273-4404

CONTRACTORS

Residential � Commercial
Agricultural � jonwitzel.com

519-662-4239

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

DECKS & INTERIOR FINISHING
GARY PEARSON  519-655-2825

Foundations • Floors • Driveways • Sidewalks

Jon Willsey  519-778-2616  Tavistock, ON
jwillsey@fivestarcustomconcrete.com

www.fivestarcustomconcrete.com
P.O. Box 979, Tavistock

Kris Zehr                   Cell: 519-801-1743

Paving stone (installation & repair), sidewalks, patios,
pool decks, planters, driveways, retaining walls

CONTRACTORS CONTRACTORS

CLASSIFIED ADS —

Weekly Quiz Answers
1.	 Her voice

2.	 Nocturnal

3.	 Pharaoh 
Khafre

4.	 1,000 years

5.	 Venezuela

6.	 Five

7.	 2014

8.	 Jake Paul

9.	 Starbucks

10.	1963

WANTED
$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues, 
Rock, Pop, Folk, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying 
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For 
more information: DIAMOND DOGS MUSIC 114 Ontario St. 
Stratford/ 226-972-5750

WANTED
I will pay cash for antiques and collectibles. Coca Cola, 
Pepsi, any pop company, Brewery items Kuntz, Huether 
Labatts, etc. Old radios and gramophones, Wristwatches 
and pocket watches, Old fruit jars, Beaver Star Bee Hive 
etc. Any old oil  cans and signs Red Indian Supertest etc 
Any small furniture. If you are moving or cleaning out stuff 
please contact me - 519-570-6920.

FOR SALE
TREES: Shade trees, Fruit trees, Apple, Pears, Peaches, 
Plums, Sweet and Sour Cherries, Apricot, Nectarines, 
Blueberry, Haskopp, Black Chokeberry, Grapes etc. 
Lots of Spruce, Pine, Cedars for windbreaks and privacy 
hedges, Sizes 1 to 6+. Flowering shrubs and much more. 
Come check us out Mon-Sat 7:00am - 6:00pm Martin's 
Nursery, 42661 Orangehill Road, Wroxeter (1 concession 
north of Wroxeter on Belmore Line)

FOR SALE
2017 Ford Escape, 2L equal boost. This car is like new, nev-
er outside over night. Call 519-302-0588.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE 
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved 
and preserved throughout the world now and forever.  Oh 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us; St. Jude  worker of mir-
acles, pray for us; St. Jude helper of the hopeless, pray for 
us.  Say this prayer nine times a day, by the eighth day this 
prayer will be answered.  It has never been known to fail. 
Publication must be promised. S.F.

STRATFORD THREE BEDROOM RENTAL
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath available as of Nov.1st near Dufferin 
Park in Stratford. Single Driveway, Modern Appliances, 
including Washer/Dryer and Furnace with A/C. Master 
Bedroom features an Ensuite with Heated Floors. Backyard 
walkout to Patio and Back Yard. Rent is $2700.
Email walnutst300@gmail.com

SPEAKERS FOR SALE
2 mid-size PSB speakers.  $250. Call 519-662-1859

FOR SALE
FRESH CUT CHRISTMAS TREES 

Available November 27th! 
Beautiful Ontario Balsam and Colorado Spruce 
trees for sale at 75 William St. North, Tavistock. 
Fundraising project of Tavistock Grace United 

Church, Middle Aged Pews. 
Thank you for your support.

WE ARE
H I R I N GH I R I N G

J O I N  O U R  T E A M  A S  A  
N E W S P A P E R  A D V E R T I S I N G  

S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E !

Are you a motivated self-starter with a passion for
sales and marketing? Do you thrive in a flexible work
environment where you can set your own schedule? 
If so, we have the perfect opportunity for you!
Location: Work from Anywhere!
Schedule: Your Own Schedule
Type: Commission 
About Grant Haven Media: At Grant Haven Media, we
are committed to delivering top-quality news and
information to our readers. As a leading newspaper
company, we take pride in our dedication to
journalistic excellence and community engagement.
As we continue to grow, we're looking for enthusiastic
individuals to join our dynamic sales team.

I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  c o n t a c tI f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  c o n t a c t
H e a t h e r  D u n b a r  a t :H e a t h e r  D u n b a r  a t :

h e a t h e r @ g r a n t h a v e n . c o mh e a t h e r @ g r a n t h a v e n . c o m

HELP WANTED

PROMOTE YOUR 
EVENTS HERE!
To book space contact

Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418
or sharonbleis@gmail.com
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EXCAVATING

PLUMBING

LEGAL

MASSAGE

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

STORAGE TECHNICAL

CONTACT DOUG TURVEY

Cell: 519-537-9037  
countrygeek33@gmail.com  

 Country Geek
Computer Sales & Services

for Home, Agriculture & Business
In-Home or Drop-off Service

EXCAVATING SERVICES
Skidsteer and Mini Excavator
Randy Fletcher           519-272-3641

KRISTY SCHLEGEL, RMT
24 Hope St. W., Tavistock

Massage Therapy Associates of Tavistock

• Prevent & Treat Muscular Disorder
• Restore & Enhance Physical Well-Being
• Massage Therapy • Reflexology
Ph: 519-655-2512 for appt. or inquiries

McKay Plumbing
Commercial - Residential - Agricultural

Mark McKay 63 Hope St. W.
Owner/Operator Box 899, Tavistock
 N0B 2R0
519-301-1097 markmckay@rogers.com

Monteith Ritsma Phillips
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

519-655-2900
www.tavistocklawyers.com
Appointments as arranged

Cell: 519-272-7676 
Res: 519-655-2548

Office: 519-273-2821

DEDICATED TO MEETING ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!
Serving Tavistock, Stratford & Area since 1994
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 2L2
SANDRA EBY, Sales Representative
mseby@rogers.com • www.remaxabrealty.ca

Independently 
Owned & Operated

RENT A BOX
Portable Storage Containers

Sizes 8’x12’ to 8’x24’
Store at your place or ours.

Phone 519-625-8510

TRAVEL

Main office: 150 Queen St E, 
St. Marys • 519-284-2332

210 Mill St, New Hamburg • 226-333-9939
www.stonetowntravel.com

STORE YOUR STUFF!
MINI STORAGE: 8x13/8x16/10x11

INTERIOR MINI STORAGE
Call for Pricing!

MOHR STORAGE
114 John St, Box 250, Tavistock

Tel: 519-655-2355 • Fax 655-2715

ALISON WILLSEYALISON WILLSEY
Real Estate
Broker 

www.peakrealtyltd.com      www.willseyrealestate.com      willseyalison@gmail.com

PROFESSIONALPROFESSIONAL                        HONESTHONEST                          EXPERIENCEDEXPERIENCED

WORKING TO SERVE BUYERS AND SELLERS SINCE 2005       RURAL*RESIDENTIAL*COMMERCIAL*AGRICULTURAL      WATERLOO REGION, PERTH & OXFORD

Direct: 519-275-4900 
Office: 519-662-4900

NEW and RESALE HOMES
CUSTOM HOMES AND RENOVATIONS

Let’s turn your dream into reality!
Visit us at: www.brianwilhelm.com Brian Wilhelm, Broker

Kyle Wilhelm, Sales Rep.

 Brian: 519-272-3465 • brian@brianwilhelm.com
 Kyle: 519-574-7244 • kyle@brianwilhelm.com

a-b realty BROKERAGE
88 Wellington Street, Stratford, ON

HEATING/COOLING

DENTAL

COMPUTERS

Offering I.V. Sedation, 
Nitrous Oxide, Implant Tooth 
Replacement and Root Canal 

Treatment

48 Woodstock St. N., 
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Tel: 519 655 2101
info@tavistockdental.ca 

tavistockdental.ca

Doug Woelfle
Owner/Operator

dwoelfle@rogers.com
Installation, Sales & Service, 

Residential, Commercial

• Furnaces • Air Conditioners 
• Fireplaces

• Gas Piping • Sheet Metal Fabrication

** Family Operated Business For Over 100 Years **

TOTAL HEATING & 
COOLING

Shop: 519-421-3268
Cell: 519-532-2051

FOCUSFOCUS COMPUTERS
INC.
COMPUTERS
INC.

519-662-6720519-662-672073 PEEL ST. 
NEW HAMBURG
73 PEEL ST. 
NEW HAMBURG
NOW SELLING INSTRUMENTAL ACCESSORIES!

ONSITE AND IN STORE SERVICE! 
NEW AND USED LAPTOPS/DESKTOPS!

VIRUS REMOVAL!!

NOW
 SEL

LING

AUD
IO E

QUIP
MENT

!

NOW
 SEL

LING

AUD
IO E

QUIP
MENT

!

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS HERE
Call Sharon Leis at 519-580-5418 

or email sharonbleis@gmail.com

BOOK THIS AD 
SPACE TODAY!

Call Sharon Leis 
at 519-580-5418 

or email 
sharonbleis@gmail.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY —

SALES  REPRESENTAT IVE

640 Riverbend Dr. 
Kitchener ON, N2K 3S2

kate@paulandkatekw.com
226-789-3846

KATE GINGERICH

THINKING OF
MAKING A

MOVE?

Specializing in Agricultural, Solar, 
Automation Control and EV Charging

163 Hope St. W.
P.O. Box 495
Tavistock, ON N0B 2R0

Toll Free: 1-855-655-6802
Local: 519-655-6802

 Email:info@crescentridge.ca

PAINTING

PAINTING AND DECORATING

Over 30 years of experience.
QUALITY WORK, RELIABLE, CLEAN,

FRIENDLY, AND DONE ON TIME.

INTERIOR PAINTING

519-503-3618
Debbie Norenberg

COLOUR CONSULTATIONS AVAILABLE

OSTEOPATHY

MORTGAGES

Brian Stere
519-276-1851

Foundations, Floors, Driveways, Patios 
Drive Sheds, Barns & Bunk Silos

General Contracting - Anything Concrete!
www.agcore.ca • bstere@agcore.ca

RESIDENTIAL 
AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL

New Buildings
and Renovations.
Box 250, Tavistock
Ph: 519.655.2355
info@mohrconstruction.com

CONSTRUCTION

ELECTRICAL

CABINETRY

 Specializing in Custom Kitchens, Baths,  
Mantels, Bars, Entertainment Centers

Mike Foster • 519-655-2874

www.selectivecustomcabinets.com

e-mail: selective@sympatico.ca

380 Woodstock St. S. Unit 8, Tavistock

MECHANICAL
M A C K E R
M E C H A N I C A L

BRAD MACDONALD

Installation & Service • Oil Gas Furnaces • Boilers
Water Heaters • Air Handlers • Air Conditioners • Hydronics

P: 519-591-3871    
email: mackermechanical@gmail.com  •  New Hamburg

JOB PROOF
From the desk of:  Tiffany

DOCKET #: 94321

JOB NAME: Macker Mechanical  •  Business Card  •  3.5 x 2  •  Qty 500 cards 

* Pink line represents the finished size and will not print.  For visual reference only.

BRAD MACDONALDBRAD MACDONALD

• Installation & Service 
• Oil Gas Furnaces • Boilers 

• Water Heaters • Air Handlers 
• Air Conditioners • Hydronics

519-591-3871 |  New Hamburg
mackermechanical@gmail.com
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DELIVERED FRESH. DELIVERED FREE.

in every bite!in every bite!in every bite!

TLCPETFOOD.COM | 519·662·9500
Order online today!


