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St. Marys BIA recommends
discontinuing downtown hanging-

basket program

By Galen Simmons

As part of an overall effort to reduce
the town - and its own — watering bud-
get and improve streetscape appeal
downtown, the St. Marys Business
Improvement Area (BIA) board has
recommended the town discontinue
its summer downtown hanging-bas-
ket program.

Amid discussions at the Sept. 9 BIA
meeting around the board’s contri-
bution of $15,000 towards the town’s

b

Brian Slaughter of Lambton County judges the September heifer class at the Kirk-
ton Fair on Saturday, Sept. 7. See Pages 12 and 13 for more Kirkton Fair photos.

COLDWELL BANKER

COLDWELL BANKER HOMEFIELD
LEGACY REALTY, BROKERAGE

proposed purchase of 30 self-water-
ing planters to replace the existing
24 downtown planters and drastical-
ly reduce the town’s annual watering
budget from more than $30,000 to
as little as $5,000 — almost the same
amount the BIA currently pays into to
the town’s watering budget each year
— board members voted unanimously
to recommend to town staff that the
town discontinue the hanging-basket
program.

Continued on page 2

Loucks looking
to be the next
Face of Horror

By Emily Stewart

A local, aspiring makeup artist is using her talents
in special-effects makeup for a chance to be recog-
nized by horror-movie greats and their fans.

St. Marys resident Alyssa Loucks has entered the
Face of Horror Contest for the second year in a row.
The contest awards the top horror fan $13,000 and
a photoshoot with actor Kane Hodder, best known
for his role in Friday the 13th as Jason Voorhees, to
be featured in horror magazine Rue Morgue. Face
of Horror also raises money for Starlight Children’s
Foundation.

“I've been super excited,” Loucks said. “I've been
working really hard on doing my makeup looks and
trying to learn more so that I have some extra pic-
tures to put in this year."

Loucks loves anything horror but it took her a long
time to dive into her interest. Growing up, she said
her mother was not a fan of anything horror relat-
ed.

"I never really got to (explore) that very much,”
Loucks said.“Now, being an adult, I'm able to watch
some YouTube tutorials and really dive into that
and learn the different techniques."

Through the tutorials, she learned skills including
creating cuts and bruises, as well as shading and
blending the makeup.

"It has always drawn me in how much they can look
so realistic,” she said.

Loucks said the length of time it takes for her to
create a look depends on what she is working on.
For example, she made a prosthetic horn for her
devil look, which took extra time in addition to
working with makeup alone. Her Avatar-inspired

Continued on page 2

Owen Lewis-Havard

Sales Representative for Coldwell Banker Homefield Legacy Realty, Brokerage
150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON
Cell: 519-852-8453 | Office: 519-284-2381

*Each office is an independently owned & operated member broker of
Coldwell Banker Affiliates of Canada
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Loucks looking to be the next Face of Horror

Continued from page 1

makeup took between nine and 10 hours to com-
plete, but usually her creations take less time.

As of Sept. 9, Loucks is in fifth place in the Face
of Horror competition. She is looking to win and
achieve some of her goals.

"It would mean a lot to me,” Loucks said. “I real-
ly, really have enjoyed this journey that I've gone
on, learning all these different techniques, and I
think it would give me a great (start in) what I truly
want to do. I would love at some point to be able to
open a makeup studio or something like that, being

able to offer the service to do makeup — Halloween
makeup or regular makeup as well.

"I really think this competition puts my face out
there to not only people in the local area, but world-
wide as well."

Each voter gets to place one vote for free each day.
Extra votes can be purchased with proceeds going
to the Starlight Children’s Foundation. The first
round of voting ends Sept. 12 at 9 p.m. Votes can
be made by visiting faceofhorror.org/2024/alys-
sa-loucks. Loucks’ work can be found on Instagram
via @lovemissvixen or @ally04xo.

At right, St. Marys makeup artist Alyssa Loucks has once again entered the Face of Horror Contest as a way to

showcase her horror-movie-makeup talents. Contributed photo

Discontinuing downtown hanging-basket program

Continued from page 1

“I don't know if anyone’s noticed this
summer; the hanging baskets sort of
struggled,” said BIA board member
Lisa Fewster on behalf of the BIA’s
beautification committee. “When we
do go over to self-watering, the pots
are great. They don’t need to be wa-
tered except every 10 days, depending
on which variety you get.

“The (self-watering hanging) baskets
are more shallow; it's every couple of
days. So, are we really saving in that
labour and water consumption to do
it? No. If we figure just rough num-

bers; if we have 30 pots, how many
times you have to water them, etc., we
would be down to $5,000 to $6,000 a
year for watering, as opposed to the
$30,000-plus (the town pays) now.
If we do (self-watering) hanging
baskets, we're looking at $16,000 to
$17,000, so it's not really saving us
anything.”

As the town’s tenders for watering
and the purchase of flowers usual-
ly goes out in October, Fewster said
she’'d already been in contact with one
local streetscape consulting firm to
inquire about the creation of a time-
line and plan for the placement and

* Pharmacist Consultations
» Medication Reviews
» Compliance Packaging

R.PharmaChoice
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* Free Delivery
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) . E5E
VISIT US ON: @fsﬂ‘ﬁ

planting of the self-watering planters
to enhance the already busy looking
downtown streetscape. In the mean-
time, she encouraged the board to
recommend discontinuing the hang-
ing-basket program now to give town
staff time to factor that into the water-
ing and flower-purchase tenders.

“I'm ok with that. Right now they look
terrible,” said BIA board member Dan
Troyer.

“When they look good, they look real-
ly good, I think, but when they don't,
it looks like things are completely un-
tended to,” added BIA vice chair Alex
Pritchard O’Shea.“You can’t put a live
thing up once and think it’s going to be
ok for three and half to four months.”

P N
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“If the baskets go, something else has
to (go there),” said BIA board treasur-
er Sue Griffiths.

By saving money on both the pur-
chase and watering of hanging bas-
kets next year, Fewster suggested
possibly reinvesting that money into
more well-established plants for the
self-watering planters so they would
look better earlier in the season.

In addition to recommending council
and town staff discontinue the hang-
ing-basket program, the BIA board
also voted to have its beautification
working group investigate alternate
displays to replace the 80 hanging
baskets on downtown streetlight
poles.

Unit 1,60 Water Street South
St. Marys, ON.
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EDITORIAL

By Stewart Grant

In our current soundbite and echo-chamber
culture, debates are an increasingly rare
opportunity for citizens to absorb opinions
from contrasting politicians.

Personally, I can tell you the last time I
watched Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
speak for any real length of time was during
the 2021 federal leaders’ debate; and prior
to that it took a once-in-a-century pandem-
ic to have me attentively watch him at the
podium.

I think about this topic on the morning of
Tuesday, Sept. 10, prior to the Trump-Har-
ris debate that will take place in the eve-
ning.

Although Donald Trump has brazenly cast
aside many long-honoured political tradi-
tions in recent years, such as participation
in the 2023-2024 Republican Primary De-
bates and, most notably, the peaceful tran-
sition of power on Jan. 6, 2021, he has held
with tradition and agreed to debate presi-
dential foes Joe Biden on June 27 and Ka-
mala Harris on Sept. 10.

The June 27 event showed exactly why de-
bates are so important. From the moment
that Joe Biden hobbled on stage with a
blank look on his face, that entire evening
showed the world the “best-before date” on
Joe was well past. Out on that stage, there
was no shelter for Biden’s deteriorating ca-
pacity - it was out there for all to see. It was
truly a shocking and surreal display that led
Democrats from all sides to pressure the
president to suspend his re-election cam-
paign.

Similarly, both Donald Trump and Kamala
Harris will be under the spotlight for a full
90 minutes on Tuesday night. For those tun-
ing in, they will hear both candidates make

selected quotes and spin-doctoring from
their favourite “news” channel.

The fact is, many people watch and read

their case instead of the spoon-feeding of

Debates are a critical part
of election process

what they want to and, in the Unites States,
Fox Angertainment Channel is far more
popular with viewers than traditional news
outlets. And for those around the world
wondering why this 2024 election is so
close, Fox News is the number one reason.

At the recent Democratic National Conven-
tion, there were many Republicans who
took the stage to speak, such as former
Trump White House Press Secretary Steph-
anie Grisham and former U.S. representa-
tive Adam Kinzinger. Both used their time
at the DNC, on this huge national platform,
to speak directly to Republicans to encour-
age them to vote for “country over party,” as
they explained why, in their view, Donald
Trump is a threat to democracy itself.

However, Fox News quickly cut away from
their DNC coverage when these Republi-
cans took the stage. Faithful Fox viewers
would never hear about these speeches. Try
searching for “Adam Kinzinger” or “Stepha-
nie Grisham” online at Fox News’ website?
Nothing about their DNC appearances
shows up.

A similar omission occurred earlier this
week when former Vice President Dick
Cheney dropped the bombshell news that
the longtime staunch Republican would be
voting for Kamala Harris this fall.

Cheney said, “In our nation’s 248-year his-
tory, there has never been an individual
who is a greater threat to our republic than
Donald Trump. ... He can never be trusted
with power again.”

Again, there is zero mention of Cheney’s
comments on Fox News.

The criminal lack of facts on Fox News and
other outlets like it is the reason why it is
so important for people to take the time to
watch these debates or listen to speeches
from both sides in their entirety, and hope-
fully draw some of their own conclusions
instead of simply being told what to think
by others who have their own agendas.

Boo

‘We have 1 Boo this week.

Bravo

We have 3 Bravos this week.

1) Bravo to the town for doing an amaz-
ing job of looking after the flowers on
the Victoria Bridge.

1) A big Boo to the canteen not being
open at the Lincolns exhibition game
last week.

2) Bravo to the person who donated
their parking pass for Victoria Hospital
in London. It was left at my doctor’s of-
fice who called to see if I was still trav-
elling there for chemo. I was invited to
pick it up. It works great! There are still
a lot of considerate people in our com-
munity. Thank you!

3) We spent many wonderful days at the
Kirkton pool this summer. So grateful to
have this outdoor pool in our area. The
lifeguards are amazing young people
too.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to E ted
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent.

be considered.
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Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others?
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title
"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Quote of the Week

“The past 12 days have been a spectacle of athletic excellence
and drive, and a proud display of everything that makes Para
sport so special, unique, and important. It has been a superb
Paralympic Games for Canada, and it has been a true privilege
to witness all the athletes perform on such a grand stage.
Congratulations to the entire team for their achievements.”

- Josh Vander Vies, co-chef de mission, Paris 2024 Canadian
Paralympic Team
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Our 31st Annual Golf Tournament was a huge success!

We are thrilled to announce the success of our 315t Annual Golf Tournament, which
took place on August 22nd at River Valley Golf Course. Thanks to the generosity of

our sponsors, participants, and community members, we raised an incredible

$3$’!Q Q;Q in support of St. Marys Memorial Hospital!
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The latest municipal news
from the Town of St. Marys

READING BUDDIES LITERACY
TUTORING VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Volunteer tutors work with readers at the
St. Marys Public Library to help build
confidence with reading through reading
practice and games at the age level of the
reader!

townofstmarys.com/careers or 519-284-3346

SCRAPBOOKING GARAGE SALE
Sept.14,9 AM -1 PM | Pyramid Centre

Shop a variety of gently used and new
crafting supplies. Admission to this
cash-only event is free and a a portion
of sales will support local seniors’
programs.

519-284-3272

SPEED CHAT: BUDGET EDITION

Sept. 14,9 - 11 AM | Farmers’ Market

Our Speed Chat: Budget Edition event

aims to bring the discussion to you in a

casual environment, providing an

opportunity to engage one-on-one with

a member of council.

townofstmarys.com/budget or 519-284-2340, ext. 217

EARLYON PLAY & BROWSE
Sept. 23,9 - 11 AM | Community Closet

Come and join EarlyON at the St. James
Anglican Church (65 Church St. S) for a
play and an opportunity to browse the
free Community Closet.

townofstmarys.com/earlyon or 226-374-6544

SHOWER PROGRAM
Thursdays, 9 AM -1 PM | Pyramid Centre

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private,
secure and accessible for individuals of
all abilities.

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

Contactus

519-284-2340
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca
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Senior of the Week

Our seniors of the week are Paul and Sue
Robinson. Sue was born and raised in St. Marys
and Paul lived on a farm on the outskirts of
Kirkton. On Aug. 23 they celebrated their 55th
wedding anniversary. Together they have three
children, six grandchildren and one great
grandchild on the way. Paul is celebrating
his 80th birthday on Sept. 11. For years they
farmed at the family farm and for ten years
now have been living in Rannoch. Both of them
love the outdoors.

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 or

info@stmarysindependent.com.

1. What Tower was hit
first on 9/11?

2. What is the most
violent level of
tornado?

3. What killed Harry
Houdini?

4. What is
September's birthstone?

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

5. What is six in Spanish?

6. What year was the hot air balloon
invented?

7. What is the smallest mammal in the
world?

8. What country invented bubble gum?
9. What is the capital of China?

10. In the book of Daniel, what 3 men were
thrown into the furnace?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 27

COMMUNITY

UTRCA's Tree Power program
returns to St. Marys this fall

By Galen Simmons

As part of the overall effort to expand and diver-
sify the local tree canopy, the Upper Thames River
Conservation Authority’s (UTRCA) Tree Power pro-
gram is returning to St. Marys this fall.

First launched in London more than a decade ago
and then expanded to other municipalities in the
watershed including Perth South, Stratford and St.
Marys, the Tree Power program encourages local
landowners to plant new trees by providing native,
hardwood trees at an affordable price of $25.

“We are excited to reintroduce this program for
the third year, building on the successes of previ-
ous years,” said St. Marys public works coordinator
Thomas Redman in a press release. “This initiative
is a fantastic way to enhance our town’s tree can-

”

opy.

St. Marys residents can now purchase a tree via
UTRCA's online shop at shop.thamesriver.on.ca/
product/st-marys-tree-power/. The trees will be
available for pickup at the municipal operations
centre (408 James St. S) in St. Marys on Satur-
day, Oct. 5 from 8-10 a.m. Available tree varieties
include Autumn Fantasy Maple, Bur Oak, Downy
Serviceberry, Eastern White Pine, Hackberry, Na-
tive Red Maple, Norway Spruce, Red Oak and Tulip
Tree.

This year, the UTRCA has added new evergreen
species of trees to those available to provide an
even greater variety of trees landowners in St.
Marys can plant.

“Evergreens are being offered this year in an effort
to offer more diversity to interested landowners,”
said UTRCA forestry and restoration supervisor

www.samshomehardware.com

hardware

FALL SAVINGS

SALE

Aug. 29 - Sep. 25

from now until September 25

View the full flyer at

www.homehardware.ca/en/fall-savings-sale/c/21708

63 Wellington St. N, St. Marys, ON, N4X 1A6
Phone: (519) 284-4142 | Fax:(519) 284-3592

The Upper Thames Rlver Conservatlon Authority’s
Tree Power program is returning to St. Marys for its
third year this fall. Trees can be purchased online now
and picked up a the municipal operations centre (408
James St. S) from 8-10 a.m. Oct. 5. Photo courtesy of
Upper Thames River Conservation Authority

Rob Davies. “Among their many benefits, the ev-
ergreens will offer great protection in the winter
months, reducing heating costs, and in the summer,
they can reduce cooling costs.

“In addition, we have Serviceberry this year for
the landowner who wants to plant something a lit-
tle smaller in a confined space. They have a showy,
white flower in spring and edible berries in late
summer which are a favourite among local wildlife.”

Since the program was first brought to St. Marys
three years ago, Davies says the conservation au-
thority has helped distribute 750 trees — a boon for
the future of the community and tackling the chal-
lenges associated with climate change.

WATER SIREET

DENTIS

(226) 661-0192

Accepting New Smiles

60 Water Street South St. Marys

www.waterstreetdentistry.ca
waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com

Find us on |3
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Residents invited to
Speed Chat: Budget
Edition event Sept. 14

By St. Marys Independent staff

The Town of St. Marys is hosting a
Speed Chat: Budget Edition event to
collect input on the 2025 budget.

The event will take place on Satur-
day, Sept. 14 at the St. Marys Farmers'’
Market, located at the north end of
Milt Dunnell Field (1 Veterans’ Cir-
cle). This drop-in event will run from
9-11 a.m. and all residents and rate-
payers are encouraged to attend.

The concept of the event is to offer
residents an opportunity to ask ques-
tions and make comments in an in-
formal setting about community mat-
ters, covering not only budget-related
information but also important top-
ics like asset management, housing,
property taxes and roads. This event,
similar to business speed-network-

brief one-on-one discussions with
each council member for three to four
minutes. A bell will indicate when it's
time to rotate to the next member, en-
suring everyone has equal access.

Several council members, including
Mayor Al Strathdee, are expected to
attend. Additionally, town staff will
be present to address any topics or
concerns that residents may want to
discuss.

Attendees can enjoy free coffee, cour-
tesy of the town.

Additional information about the
budget is available at www.townofst-
marys.com/budget. Questions can be
directed to André Morin, director of
corporate services/treasurer at 519-
284-2340 ext. 217 or amorin@town.
stmarys.on.ca.
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Veterinary Purchasing Company Ltd. is dedicated to promoting educational excel-
lence and supporting the pursuit of higher education. In 2023, Veterinary Purchas-
ing launched the Higher Learning Bonus, designed to assist student employees
enrolled in post-secondary studies. Through this program, student employees
have the opportunity to earn up to $3,500 ($1.25 per hour worked as a student)
to support their pursuit of further education. This year's recipients received a
combined bonus of more than $12,000! Featured above are some of our hard-
working students! Veterinary Purchasing Company Ltd. is proud to support these
outstanding individuals, who have shown remarkable potential and a passion for
learning, as they embark on their next chapter. Pictured from left to right, Pat Hin-
negan (CEO), Isabelle Lariviere, and Griffin Van Bolhuis. Are you a high school
student looking for a job? Start earning hours toward your Higher Learning bonus
and apply on their website at vpcl.bamboohr.com/careers. Contributed photo
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Convenience stores enter the alcohol market

By Wendy Lamond

A significant change took place Sept.
5 as convenience stores in Ontario
were allowed to start selling alcohol.

This will affect more than 4,000 stores
across Ontario. To sell alcohol, owners
and all staff involved in the sale must
be at least 18 years old and complete
an Alcohol and Gaming Commission
of Ontario approved training program.
To be eligible for a licence, the stores
must be fully enclosed and have less
than 4,000 square feet of floor space,
at least half of which is used for food
products. Store owners have the

Circle K’s shelving and cooler display. Photos by Wendy Lamond

choice to decide whether coolers for
storage areas will be locked.

In St. Marys, there are three busi-
nesses that are now licenced to sell
beer, cider, ready-to-drink beverages
and wine.

Circle K started selling on Sept. 5 and,
according to owner Aesha Batel, alco-
hol sales have been good.

“It has been very busy and going well.
We are waiting on our next shipment
to come in as the shelves are looking
empty already,” Batel said.

Meadowridge Variety is hoping to be

- L

Meadowridge Variety is busy getting ready to begin selling beer, cider, wine and
ready-to-drink beverages. Pictured, owner Miriam Ryu shows a few of the beer
choices available.

ready to sell by the end of this week
or next. Owner Miriam Ryu shared
they are working on getting every-
thing ready to go. They are finishing
a renovation for some added storage
space. The other location that is now
licenced is the Esso on Queen Street
East. Like Meadowridge Variety, they
are also working on getting their
space ready for selling the beverag-
es and expect to have drinks stocked
and ready to sell in a few weeks.

With benefits being comparable pric-
ing and the potential for more walk-
in traffic, the businesses are looking
forward to the change, though adding

alcohol is a new dynamic for staff.

By the end of October 2024, as part
of the government's plan to expand
alcohol sales, every eligible conve-
nience, grocery and big-box grocery
store in Ontario will be able to sell
beer, cider, wine and ready-to-drink
alcoholic beverages if they choose to
do so. Both Foodland and Tremblett’s
Independent Grocer in St. Marys
will be taking part with some of
Foodland’s employees already being
trained, however no date is set for ei-
ther location to begin selling alcoholic
beverages at this point.

McCullys
Hill Farm

10% off McCully's Salsa

& Simple

BBQ Season

and Niagara peaches.

Open Daily 10 -5 Saturdays 9 -5

www.mccullys.ca « 519-284-2564
Ve

-

Preserve of the Month

McCully's Makes Meal Prep Fast

McCully’s carries locally produced, four wood blend BBQ smoker pellets. Check out
our selection of ready-made meals. We offer a wide variety of meat pies and soups,

along with baked beans, chili, shepard's pie, pulled pork and beef stew. Don't forget
to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, maple butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

McCully's carries hardwood smoker pellets locally produced by Gildale Farms.
The 40 Ib bags come in four blends - Apple, Cherry, Hickory and Competition
blend. Don't forget to check out our freezers for McCully's Black Angus beef,
farm raised pork and chicken and locally raised bison and lamb.

Summer Produce at McCully's

Sweet Corn is available at McCully's and at the Arden Farms produce stand
south of Uniondale. We also have local beans, new potatoes, hot house bell
peppers, cucumbers and tomatoes, as well as plums, Heeman's strawberries

Store Hours for September

4074 Perth Line #9, St. Marys, ON. N4X 1C5

STOREIT ALL

BIG OR SMALL

Your Local RV and Trailer Storage Solution

Rent & Access Anytime
Fully Fenced Facility - 24 Hour Surveillance
Wide Outdoor Parking
Fully Climate-Controlled or
Traditional Drive-up Storage Units

Call before they’re gone!

519-284-1476

Apple-
Self$torage

*
Try us for FREE

@ 60 Road 120 St. Marys, ON
South of StoneWillow Inn
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Finch grateful for school supply drive turnout

By Emily Stewart

St. Marys resident Sean Finch is
thrilled that the town came together
to ensure students and their families
have what they need for the back-to-
school season.

Finch collected donations of back-
packs, school supplies and gift cards
for families in need ahead of the start
of the school year amid the rising cost
of living. He said several local busi-
nesses stepped up and contributed to
the drive including:

¢ Your Independent Grocer

¢ Joe’s Diner

¢ Sunset Diner

e Gilly’s Pubhouse

e Lyric Flowers

e Zenfire Pottery and Mercantile

¢ Foodland

e Jacob’s Liquidation

e Hearn’s Ice Cream

e The Creamery

Sean Finch is thrilled the community came together to ensure students and their
families in need have an easier start to the school year. Photo courtesy of Sean Finch

e Honey, Bee Good

e Home Hardware

e The Chocolate Factory

¢ River Valley Golf and Tube

e Betty’s Bookshelf

e Dunny’s Source for Sports

e Jackson’s Guardian Pharmacy

Betty’s Bookshelf and Dunny’s Source
for Sports’ gift-card donations en-
sured children had new books and
new shoes from their respective busi-
nesses to start off the school year. Riv-
er Valley donated tubing passes, and
Jackson’s Guardian Pharmacy gave
packages prepared for the students.
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“T just want to give a huge shout out
and say thank you very much,” Finch
said. “It just shows that the community
can all pull together at times that peo-
ple need help.”

Finch also went to Costco with some-
one who bought 12 new backpacks
filled with school supplies and gift
cards for families in St. Marys. He also
filled used backpacks he received with
school supplies for those in London.
All the gift cards donated went to St.
Marys residents.

Finch called the experience heart-
warming, noting some families shed
tears of gratitude. He is looking to
help more families in need around the
Christmas season.

“If people would like to donate gift
cards; even if the businesses would
like to do something or people would
like to do something again, I'll be
doing something around Christmas
time," Finch said.
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From Helicopter Seed to Warp Drive: New
Metamorphic Outdoor Sculptures in St. Marys

“Warp Drive: The Orion” is one of several sculpture
in St. Marys artist Eugen Florin Zamfirescu’s outdoor
sculpture series. Photo courtesy of Art of Ideas Gal-

lery
By Louise Kilianski
What I don't know about art is a lot.

I come from a west-coast family gifted
in the arts. My mother painted land-
scapes and portraits in oils. My sister
is a gifted painter and creates using
textiles. My brother made his living
creating intricate graphic illustra-
tions. My dad could execute a mean
sketch of a broomstick-riding witch.

Sadly, as the youngest, the artistic
gene seems to have petered out by
the time it got to me. In my defense,
I can manage a decent stick figure if
needed.

So, the idea of having an original out-
door sculpture at our St. Marys for-
ever home was never something I'd
considered.

Enter artist (and friend) Eugen Florin

Maximize your

return.
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The series of sculpture was created from the trunk
of a large tree near James Street South and Church
Street in St. Marys that was cut down last year. Photo

courtesy of Art of Ideas Gallery

Zamfirescu with a vision to create a
legacy from a huge, beautiful tree that
was felled last year. It's always sad
to see an old beauty like that come
down, but sometimes, it's necessary.

The St. Marys Museum website, in its
“Picture St. Marys” section, features
historic postcard images of Jones
Street East from the Reg Near Collec-
tion. These show a street lined with
tall, majestic trees — a sight that, sad-
ly, isn't as common today. But, then
again, we do have sewer systems and
sidewalks now.

Florin had the wonderful idea of
transforming the downed tree into a
series of outdoor sculptures. With a
touch of what I suspect was wizard-
ry, he convinced the tree company
to drop off pieces of the trunk near
Church and James South.

You may have read Britton Theurer’s
creative piece in these pages recently,
written from the perspective of the old
tree finding new life. It detailed the
tree’s transformation and described
Florin’s mechanical and technical ap-
proach to shaping the tree trunks into
unique pieces of art under the theme
of “warp drive” and constellations.
Our piece is “Warp Drive: The Orion,”
while Britt’s is “Warp Drive: The An-
dromeda.”

The artist spent countless hours craft-
ing The Orion. He began by hoisting
the trunk onto rocks, then cutting,
carving, sanding, drilling and embel-
lishing it with copper lines and metal
extrusions. A touch of black and cop-
per within the piece hints at the night
sky — a nod to the stars above? Re-
cently, he carefully adjusted the rocks

b | % a0t T
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The artist, Eugen Florin Zamfirescu, at work on his
sculpture, “Warp Drive: The Orion.” Photo courtesy of
Art of Ideas Gallery

and turned the piece further east, as
on a launch pad, angling it more sky-
wards, as if inviting the viewer to look
upwards and beyond.

I'm no artist, but when you look at
and reflect on something for a while,
ideas and images begin to emerge. Art
always makes me pause and wonder -
and I suppose that'’s the point.

So, what do you see? Don't be shy
about examining the sculpture from
all angles — unless I'm mowing the
lawn without my glasses, in which
case, watch your feet.

Florin will be following up with an ar-
ticle in the Independent about his in-
spiration for these sculptures. I doubt
it will involve stick people, but you
never know. So, stay tuned.

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.
519-284-4390

Conservative
Advice for
Intelligent
Decisions

Franklin E. Hinz

196 Ontario Street
Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4
519-273-1633 franklinehinz.com

Donna L. Hinz
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BERRIES

RASPBERRIES, BEANS
& FROZEN BERRIES

ARE ALL READY
OPEN 9 AM - 5 PM MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

CALL FOR DAILY PICKING CONDITIONS 519-283-6025
OR CHECK OUR WEBSITE SHELDONBERRIES.COM

276347 27TH LINE, LAKESIDE ON

Bob ‘Linc’ Lince Memorial

Golf Tournament

Saturday, September 28th
At River Valley Golf Course

Four person scramble, shotgun start at 11:00 a.m.
Be at the course by 10:30 a.m.
Cost: $80.00 includes golf/cart/meal/donation or
$65.00 includes golf/cart/donation
Please sign up at the A.N.A.F. by Sept 24/24
Hole in one prize sponsored by PIB Insurance




St. Marys Independent

Thursday, September 12, 2024

COMMUNITY

Humane Society’s Better Together capital campaign
to expand outreach services

By Emily Stewart

The Humane Society of Kitchener-Wa-
terloo and Stratford-Perth (HSKWSP)
has kicked off the first phase of their
Better Together capital campaign.

The Better Together campaign launched
on Aug. 28 in a ground-breaking cere-
mony. The $6-million campaign will ad-
dress the critical need to expand the or-
ganization’s services including the Pet
Pantry program, mobile outreach unit,
animal hospital, education and commu-
nity programs, and physical capacity.

"I'm very excited,” said HSKWSP CEO
Victoria Baby. “I started here back in
November, and as CEO I was thrilled
to hear about the capital campaign that
was coming up because I recognized,
as a community member before work-
ing here, what a busy and overcrowded
place we have here in Kitchener-Water-
loo."

In 2023, the organization conducted
5,682 medical procedures and helped

Arender of the planned new animal campus at the heart of the Better Together campaign,
located at their current Kitchener location at 250 Riverbend Dr. Contributed photo.

6,743 animals with the Pet Pantry pro-
gram. Demand for the Pet Pantry pro-
gram grew exponentially, at 206 per
cent from 2022 to 2023.

The outreach programs will help com-
munities across 14 municipalities in
the Kitchener-Waterloo and Strat-
ford-Perth area. The mobile veterinary
services will also travel up to 18,000 ki-
lometres per year to service pets.

Better Together also plans to establish

More people are
working today
than ever before

Employment in Ontario has increased
by more than 800,000 jobs since 2018.
More people are working than ever before,

bringing home bigger paycheques.

It's all
happening
here.

ontario.ca/RebuildingOurEconomy
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

an animal campus to host expanded
services at the Kitchener location at
250 Riverbend Dr. The animal services
officers are operating in a trailer, so the
campaign aims to give them a physical
office space. The new space will also
have two conference rooms for meet-
ings and parties.

"It's going to give us more room for
expansion and growth in serving the
needs of our ever-growing population
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here,” Baby said.

As of publication, the Better Together
campaign reached more than half of its
goal, at $3.4 million. The City of Kitch-
ener committed $300,000 towards the
campaign and the City of Waterloo will
contribute $200,000 as well.

Baby said the humane society offers
more than 40 programs serving the
community and their pets. The organi-
zation is also working with people ex-
periencing homelessness and/or living
in encampments to ensure their pets
stay with them.

"There's people attached to animals,
and we want to help keep people and
animals together,” she said. “So, when
we have more resources in place, we're
going to be able to do more work in the
community and make sure that we're
reaching out to people that need our
services and supports.”

The organization plans to move into the
new building in the spring of 2025.
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The Kirkton Fair - An annal tradtion since 869

Brian Harris from St. Marys gets ready to compete in the 6500 Ib and 7500 Ib hot farm  Drivers line up for their turn in the Kirkton Fair ractor puII Desplte the cool weath
categories. Brian would like to sincerely thank all his sponsors for their support. er, spectators lined the hill to watch the events. Photos by Murray Grant
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These girls had a great time painting this car on Saturday, Sept. 7 in many vibrant
colours to advertise the demolition derby held at the Kirkton Fair the following
day. Pictured from left are Hannah Groot, Shelby Brand, Janelle Parsons and Anna
Mather. Photo by Nancy Bickell.

Sunflowers galore adorned the rower entry table at the Kirkton Fair exhlblt hall.
Photo by June Grant
3

Children's admission ticket price of $5 included all activities. Kate and Grant Erb
had a great time on this inflatable. Photo by Nancy Bickell

The exhlblt hall at the Kirkton Fair displayed hundreds of entries in both the farm
crop and the vegetable categories. Photo by June Grant

INVISALIGN NIGHT

AT QUEEN STREET DENTISTRY
OCTOBER 23RD FROM 4 PM - 7PM

*1500
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FREE WHITENING AFTER SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION!
RETAINERS INCLUDED

FREE CONSULTATION TO ANSWER
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FINANCING AVAILABLE
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season arrives

By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys Lincolns view the regular season as
a 50-step journey in preparing to be the best ver-
sion of themselves when the playoffs arrive, and
as that process gets underway, the top priority is
“building good habits.”

“T just want to see us keep getting better,” said head
coach Jeff Bradley. “We have had some productive
practices and some productive games in the pre-
season, so right now, with the phase we're in as
the season gets started, it’s just about seeing im-
provement. Our game isn’t in order yet like it was
in the playoffs and that'’s to be expected at the start
of the new year. We view the season as a 50-game
process to get ready for the playoffs, so as we get
started, we're in the stage of building good habits
and developing our confidence like we did by the
end of last year.”

The Lincolns are coming off of an incredible 2023-
2024 season and the most successful campaign in
three decades after the team captured their first
conference title in 30 years. St. Marys advanced to
the Sutherland Cup Final where they were defeat-
ed by the powerhouse Listowel Cyclones.

Even though they didn't win the ultimate prize, the
bench boss noted there were plenty of aspects of
last year’s squad the organization wants to repli-
cate while also adding new elements to their dy-
namic.

“We were hoping it would be a very similar make-
up of the team as we had last year. When I talked
to (general manager) Pat (Powers) in the offseason
about what we wanted to be, we wanted to be a lit-
tle bit bigger and tougher to play against. Not that
we weren't physical last year, but I think you're al-
ways trying to take some lessons from where we
faltered, and Listowel was a big, heavy team, so
I think we wanted a little bit more of that in our
lineup.”

The Lincolns boasts a strong returning core from
last year’s conference championship-winning
roster, especially in their forward group, which
includes arguably their best line during the post
season.

“I'm very happy with our forwards,” Bradley said.
“It’s a great group that we're starting the year with.
We've got the (Owen) Voortman, (Luca) Spagnolo
and (Jaden) Lee line coming back. Chase (Mac-
Queen-Spence), who won the playoff MVP for the
conference, and Noah (VandenBrink), who is go-
ing into his fourth year in the league and is such a
good leader.

“Ryan Hodkinson seems like he’s 10 times the

Lincs focused on ‘building good habits’ as new

Ryan Hodkinson drives towards the net with the puck
during the St. Marys Lincolns’ exhibition game on
Sept. 6 ending in a 4-1 win over the Stratford Warriors.
Hodkinson had two goals in the win. Photo by McGin-
ny Photography

player he was when he first got here, and he seems
like he’s ready to be a major impact player in this
league. Blake (Elzinga) and Ryan (Cornfield) are
both in similar situations where they will have
more opportunities to really make a name for
themselves.”

Bradley further commented on Hodkinson, who he
said could be poised for an even more significant
breakout this coming season after his fantastic
rookie year that ended with Hodkinson winning
the team’s Most Improved Player (MIP) award

“We knew Ryan would be a good player. He's going
to be that really solid, 200-foot player who can do
everything we need him to. He can put up points,
kill penalties, take faceoffs and just play tough.
We're looking at Ryan as a star player on our team
and in the league in general.”

As a team that builds a great deal of its structure
on having responsible play in its own end, having
their defence led by two ever-steady rearguards
entering their third full GOJHL seasons and two

incoming junior hockey veterans, supplemented
by a trio of well-regarded rookies, should put the
team in a good position to maintain their defensive
excellence.

“We know what we're going to get out of Ryder (Liv-
ermore) and Jacob (Montesi), and while we haven’t
seen Ethan (Coups) up close in a while, we're pret-
ty confident we know what he offers us. With our
newer guys, thankfully, we know them, as we had
Hayden (Barch) and Rowan (Reid), and we know
what they bring. Owen (Kalp) has some junior ex-
perience and we've seen him a little bit when he
was in Chatham, and then Julian (Stubgen) adds a
really good style to our blueline as well. I think it’s
a good mix of older and younger guys, and I think
it really fits with what we want our defence to be.”

Despite not entering with a high level of notoriety,
Colby Booth-Housego quickly established himself
in the league, finishing the season as a co-winner
alongside Brandon Abbott of the Roy Caley Award
for the lowest team goals against average (GAA) in
the west. Booth-Housego also finished the 2023-
2024 season with the second-best GAA in the en-
tire league and the seventh-best save percentage.
He is joined in goal by the incoming Nico Armellin,
who posted a stellar 0.971 save percentage in two
exhibition games.

“We're excited about our goalies,” Bradley said.
“Colby’s goals-against average and save percent-
age were right near the top of the league last year,
so he's looking to step into that starting job and we
definitely believe he can do it. And then we know
Nico has a really good pedigree. We've heard really
good things about him, and from what we've seen,
the kid can definitely play. He is going to push Col-
by just like Colby pushed Brandon (Abbott) last
year and, hopefully, there will be some healthy
competition out of that.”

As coach Bradley reflected on the preseason, he
noted several players as standing out for their
strong play, including first-year defenceman
Hayden Barch and second-year forwards Blake
Elzinga and Ryan Cornfield.

“Hayden has looked really good. He's definitely got
that junior maturity. He's not shy, he’s a physical,
smart player, but we knew we would get that out of
him from when he was practicing and playing with
us last year. If you just look at his point totals in
minor hockey, people may not view him as a domi-
nant player, but he is capable of being a dominant
defenceman. I think the early indication is that he
won't have a problem playing at this level.

“Blake and Ryan both went through some ups and
Continued on page 15
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Lincs focused on
‘building good habits’ as
new season arrives

Continued from page 14

downs last season,” Bradley contin-
ued. “Blake wasn't playing for a por-
tion of the playoffs, and then Ryan
wasn't playing at the end of it. They
both came back this year wanting
another crack at it and thinking they
could do better and learn from mo-
ments last year. They've both come
in with a good attitude. They're prac-
ticing hard, they're playing responsi-
bly and looking very organized in a
typically very unorganized setting in
terms of preseason hockey. They just
look like they're ready to go.”

As Bradley looked to the home open-
er on Sept. 13 and the first few weeks
of the season more broadly, he ex-
plained what he hopes to see out of
his team in the early part of the year.

“T want to see us play inspired hock-
ey. We've got the banner ceremony
before the game, some guys from
last year are stopping by and the tro-
phy is in the building, and I want the
players to take it all in and get even
more energized from it. As I said, in
the home opener and over the first

few weeks, we want to be organized
and see progress on the ice sys-
tems-wise, but most of all, start build-
ing those good habits. You can’t just
flip a switch in January and say, ‘Now,
I'm going to start playing with good
habits.” You have to build it right from
the start and that will be a big focus
for us.”

Knowing every season is a long,
winding journey, Bradley isn’t yet set-
ting his sights beyond the process but
did note that he feels the team com-
ing within three wins of a league title
creates a chip on the players’ shoul-
ders and a hunger for even more.

“I hope the experience of last year
gives them a feeling of unfinished
business. The players know what it
took to get to where they got to last
year. As hard as it was to do what we
did, it will be even harder to go even
further. But we're not focused on the
end right now and we're not setting
that as our goal right now. Right now,
as the season starts, it’s truly all about
getting better every time we take the
ice.”

Crisp donates to Lincs’
dressing room
renovation project

The St. Marys Lincolns finished their exhibition schedule with a 2-2 record, split-
ting home-and-home series with the Kitchener-Waterloo Siskins and Stratford
Warriors. While many new faces were making their first impressions on the Lincs,
one was reintroducing himself. Ethan Coups is back with the team and the hulking
blueliner will be a key part of the Lincs’ defence.

St. Marys Lincolns’ Alumni Group member Pat Payton, left, accepts a cheque for
$3,000 from former Lincolns’ great Terry Crisp during last Friday night’s pre-sea-
son home game against the Stratford Warriors. The money will purchase two stalls
for the Lincs’ dressing room renovation project. Crisp played two seasons for
the Lincolns (1959-61) and then went on to a great career in the NHL as a player,
coach, and broadcaster. Anyone interested in purchasing a stall or making a dona-
tion to the project is encouraged to contact Lincs’ Team President, Brandon Boyd,
at bboyd@lincs.ca or at 519-520-0799. Contributed photo

The preseason gives people their first looks at many players and one of the bright-
est standouts was Nico Armellin, not just for his brightly coloured gear. In two
outings, Armellin posted a sparkling 0.86 goals-against average and 0.971 save
percentage. Armellin stopped 33 of 34 shots he faced in portions of two preseason
games. Photos by McGinny Photography
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Lorentz wins two silvers, one bronze at New Jersey
karate tournament

By Spencer Seymour Sensei Jeremy Lorentz credit-
Sensei Jalyne Lorentz repre- ed. Jalyne’s work ethic in pur-
sented the Stonetown Karate SUWINgmore eventson the NAS-
Centre (SKC) at the Amerikick K4 Schedule.

International Karate Champi- "We are so proud of Sensei
onship hosted in Atlantic City, Jalyne's dedication to sport
N.J. on Aug. 15-17. karate and her determination
to learn and achieve higher
results at each NASKA tour-
nament,” said Lorentz. “This
was a tough tournament with
strong competitors, and with it

Lorentz, a highly decorated
competitor on the Ontario cir-
cuit, expanded her competi-
tion schedule to include tour-
naments like the Amerikick .
Internationals that are part of being only her second NASKA
the North American Sport Ka- tournament, we could not be
rate Association (NASKA) cir- more proud of her results.

cuit. “The NASKA ciruit has defi-

Competing in the 18+ Women's pitely .taught us that re.sil—
Black Belt ‘AA’ division, Lo- 1ence is key and expanding
our knowledge and consistent

training is a winning combi-
nation. With just less than two
months to go before the World
Karate Championships in Por-
tugal, Jalyne is training hard
while sharing her knowledge
with students at the dojo."

rentz captured two silver med-
als and one Bronze. Lorentz’s
pair of second-place finishes
came in the Japanese/OKki-
nawan Forms and American
Kenpo Forms events, while her
Bronze came in the Hard Style
Creative Forms.

Sensei Jalyne Lorentz won two Silver medals and one Bronze at the Amerikick International
Karate Championship hosted in Atlantic City, NJ on Aug. 15-17. Contributed photo
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The St. Marys Ladies Slo Pitch League held its year-end In the ‘B’ division of the tournament, the Wannabees The Wombats came away with an 11-2 win over the
tournament on Sept. 6-7. The B-Brew were crowned emerged victorious to claim the championship trophy Mad-Batters in the finals of the ‘C’ division. Contrib-
the ‘A’ division Champs after they defeated the Comets with a 21-18 win over the Free Agents. Photo by Spen- uted photo

by a score of 13-8. Photo by Spencer Seymour cer Seymour
>
WStMaﬁyéTmmMméet B ST MARTYS
Beans, apples and D> ENTISTRY
. 520 WATER ST, S. PO. BOX 1650 | ST. MARYS, ON N4X 1B9 | 519-284-2660
ra S p b e r rl es Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem S pe cializin g in Heri tage

Renovation, installing brick &
stone on custom homes as well
as specializing in laying thin
stone for fireplace installation.

Saturday’ Sept 14 | 8 a.m. to noon ACCEPTING CANADIAN DENTAL CARE PLAN
. . EARLY JULY 2024
Milt Dunnell Field “The Flats” —
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS: We offer early morning appointment
’F:;??‘g; m ‘.!":":'::':o Cell: 519-274-3690 | Email: ajinharmony@hotmail.com

o s .. Mors Ot X119 Y (75
FOR SPORTS TIPS CONTACT SPENCER SEYMOUR
CALL OR TEXT 519-859-1049 OR EMAIL SPENCER.SEYMOUR88a@GMAIL.COM
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Jack Rietmeyer fires a shot towards the net during a U12 Boys Tier Three St.
Marys Storm game earlier this season.
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Emerson Muir dashes to first base after getting a hit during a Kinsmen Club U9 Evan Wolfkamp launches a pitch during a Downie Optimist Club U13 OBA St.
WOBA Blue St. Marys Rockies game earlier this season. Marys Rockies game earlier this year.
W
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P e - ey

a pitch during a S Drew Glavin swings at an incoming pitch during a U18 OBA St. Marys Rockies
Marys Rockies game earlier this season. game earlier this year. Photos by Spencer Seymour
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HISTORY

HISTORIC ST.

By Mary Smith

Baseball fans become discouraged
when the team they support is having a
bad season. (Blue Jays fans won't want
to remember 2024!) But baseball is an
optimistic game: batters go to the plate
expecting to get a hit, pitchers are al-
ways looking for outs. And for true
fans, if things arent going well this
season, there’s always next year! This
was George A. Graham’s attitude 135
years ago. He had come to St. Marys in
1885 as innkeeper at the National Ho-
tel. An advocate for the game of base-
ball, in March 1889, he placed a notice
in the St. Marys Argus urging people to
come to a meeting at his establishment
“with the aim of organizing a baseball
club.”

There had been a local team in 1888,
the St. Marys Beavers. They had not
had a great year, losing to arch-rivals,
Mitchell, in the final tournament in
September. They had to play their home
games on a poor field — an area roughly
marked out on uneven ground on the
Flats by the Thames River. There was
no accommodation for spectators and
there had been mishaps, as this short
item from the Argus shows: “While the
game of baseball was in progress on
Thursday afternoon last, Duncan Mill-
er, who was sitting near the home plate,
was struck by a foul ball and his nose
was broken. Dr. Midgely happened to
be on the ground and attended to the
injuries.” Miller was the owner of a car-
riage factory. The fact that this prom-
inent businessman and a town doctor
were at the game on a summer after-
noon suggests that local baseball did
have considerable support.

In 1889, the Beavers reorganized.
There were several reasons for being
optimistic about the upcoming sea-
son. The team would be playing in the
newly formed Perth County Baseball
League and George A. Graham from
St. Marys was the league’s first pres-
ident. Men from Stratford and Mitch-
ell held other executive positions. The
new league included St. Marys, Mitch-
ell, and two teams from Stratford, one
team formed from employees at the
Grand Trunk Railway shops. There
was also a strong rural league made up
of teams from nearby places like Kirk-
ton, Carlingford, Fullarton and Moth-
erwell. They were always happy to play
exhibition matches against St. Marys
on any special occasion.

Best of all, town council had recent-
ly created an Athletic Association and
this committee’s first task was to im-
prove conditions on the Flats, getting
the field ready for a grand opening on
Friday, May 24, Queen Victoria’s birth-
day. An Argus editorial encouraged ev-
eryone to support this project: “Some
old fogies may try to frown the thing
down but heed them not! Aside from
engendering a talent for amateur and
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ST. MARYS BASEBALL TEAM OF 1889
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This picture of the 1889 baseball team was clipped from the Journal Argus (date
unknown.) It is part of the St. Marys Museum’s collection of historic images. The
story of this team’s successful season came from reports in the 1889 St. Marys

Argus, on microfilm at the Museum.

manly sports, (it will) exert a great
influence for good, inoculating in the
youth of the town a spirit of friendly
rivalry, honour and fair play.”

On May 23, the Argus reported that
the Athletic Association had completed
the challenging project. “The unsight-
ly hog’s back running from north to
south the full length of the ground has
been entirely removed, the superflu-
ous earth taken to level up the valley at
the south end and other depressions;
the sodding replaced, leaving a beau-
tiful, level athletic park the equal of
which exists in very few towns in the
Dominion. The grandstand has also
been completed. It is 72 x 25 feet, nine
rows of seats sufficiently elevated to
make the back seats equally good with
the front for a view of the whole park.
The roof will protect the occupants
from the scorching rays of the after-
noon sun. Also, a wire screen will cover
the front so that no accident can occur
from a ball being thrown or knocked
into the stand.”

The Association was still fundraising
to cover the $700 cost. They hoped
that May 24 “Grand Demonstration”
at the new Athletic Grounds would
help reach that total. Events includ-
ed a Cavalier Dress Parade on Horse-
back, Firemen’s Hose Races, and com-
petitions for both children and adults
in the afternoon. Some were serious
events: a half mile, and shorter dashes,
high jump and hurdles. For fun, there

were also three-legged, egg and ob-
stacle races. The featured event was a
lacrosse match between St. Marys and
Stratford. Baseball might have been
gaining in popularity, but it was still a
distant second to lacrosse, the town’s
favourite sport. The Beavers spent Vic-
toria Day 1889 playing an exhibition
game in Kirkton.

The baseball season finally got under-
way, and the St. Marys team won a cou-
ple early season games. Trouble start-
ed on July 1 when the Mitchell team
came to St. Marys to play. Just before
game time, it started to rain heavily,
and although the showers stopped, the
Argus reporter thought the field was
“really unfit for play. The game was a
very loose one on both sides, owing
to the slippery grounds and wet ball.”
The St. Marys catcher, Louch, suffered
a hand injury and was out of the game.
His replacement “did fair work but he
was not Louch.” Then Mitchell lodged
a protest against one of the St. Marys
players, Charlie Clark, claiming he was
ineligible to play because he now lived
in Toronto. Charlie was the son of lo-
cal flax merchant, James Clark, and
had grown up in St. Marys. In 1889, the
23-year-old medical student was home
for the summer from the University of
Toronto. He withdrew from the game
to avoid controversy. Mitchell defeat-
ed St. Marys 19 to 15. The bad feeling
continued all season, especially after
the Mitchell Advocate published an

M ARYS: Challenges and Triumphs - Baseball in St. Marys, 1889

account of the game, claiming that St.
Marys had tried to cheat by fielding an
illegal player.

That was the only league game that
the St. Marys Beavers lost all season,
the Stratford teams not offering much
competition. Manager G. A. Graham
had built a strong team. Two batters
in the lineup, Arthur Hollis and G.
H. McIntyre, were batting over 400.
In mid-summer, the team added two
players to upgrade their battery. The
pitcher was “Soan” Ford, a 22-year-old
pharmacy apprentice; the new catcher,
Jim McDonald, had moved to St. Marys
to manage a hotel. On October 10, the
Argus announced: “The St. Marys and
Mitchell baseball clubs will play for the
championship of this league for 1889
in Stratford on Friday. Mitchell may be
depended upon to do its usual amount
of kicking.”

On October 17, in the account of the
game, the Argus reported that Mitchell,
determined to win, and “knowing that
if they played their own men against
St. Marys, defeat was sure,” imported a
battery from Toronto - two semi-pro-
fessionals — and played them under
false names. “Who would have thought
that Mitchell would have done such
wickedness, would have sunk so low
in the mire of dishonesty!” St. Marys
played the game under protest and al-
though at first, the batters were intimi-
dated by the pitcher, they settled down
and started hitting him as if he hadn't
come from the city but “had spent the
summer picking stones and hoeing po-
tatoes.” The game was called for dark-
ness in the bottom of the eighth. St.
Marys had one man out and two run-
ners on base, with their best batters
coming up. They had every expectation
of winning despite the “ringers.” St.
Marys lodged a formal protest.

The 1889 season ended with this short
item in the Argus:“The managing com-
mittee of the baseball team wishes to
thank most cordially the citizens for
their patronage and sympathy during
the season. It is the desire of the club
to keep their games free from anything
that would savor of rowdyism or that
would prevent the attendance of any
lady on the ground. They have been
successful in capturing the pennant
for the County of Perth. On the appeal,
the Mitchell team, evidently being
ashamed of their conduct, did not put
in an appearance at all, and the judi-
ciary committee awarded the game to
St. Marys with a score of 9 to 0, thus
giving the St. Marys club the pennant.”

This column tells the story of an ob-
scure bit of local baseball history. An-
drew North’s seminar at the St. Marys
Museum, September 19, at 7 p.m., will
give a much deeper look at the history
of baseball in this area. Contact the St.
Marys Museum for more information:
529-284-3556.
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Thorndale News

Motorcycle riders thundered into Thorndale Sept. 8 as part of the Ride for Pitt-Hopkins
organized by the Thames Valley Widows Sons. Photo by Nancy Abra

By Nancy Abra

The silence of last Sunday morning in Thorndale was
broken as 122 motorcycles thundered down King
Street to Mount Olivett 300 Lodge on Harrison Street.

This invasion was the Ride for Pitt-Hopkins organized
and hosted by Thames Valley Widows Sons based in
London. This group of Freemasons share a passion for
motorcycles and a desire to help others like the fami-
lies dealing with Pitt-Hopkins Syndrome (PHS). Ral-
ly participants, most of whom are Freemasons, came
from as far away as Chicago, Kentucky and Detroit, as
well as from lodges in Windsor and throughout south-
ern Ontario, from Algoma in northern Ontario and as
far east as the Kawarthas.

Mount Olivett 300 Lodge in Thorndale was the first of
the stops for the bike rally and lodge members were

on hand to greet the riders and their passengers as
they came in for some quick refreshments and to pick
up their poker card. The riders then advanced onto
Aylmer and St. Thomas before ending up back at
Rocky’s Harley-Davidson in South London for a bar-
becue, music, raffle, auction and socializing later in the
day.

PHS is a rare genetic disorder that affects the brain
and nervous-system development. This disorder caus-
es delays in walking, talking and impairments with
communication and social skills. Children born with
PHS also have a physical change in their facial struc-
ture, experience seizers and have trouble breathing.
Many have the same characteristics as children on
the autism spectrum, but this syndrome isn’t autism.
There is no cure for this disorder, but treatments can
help manage the symptoms and somewhat improve

Upper Thames Conservation
Authority held educational field day

near Thorndale

By Nancy Abra

The Upper Thames River Conservation Authority
(UTRCA) held an educational field day last Sept. 5 at
the Thorndale Demonstration Farm, located on the
south side of Thorndale Road, just east of Prospect
Hill Road.

Approximately 40 local farmers, curious residents,
UTRCA staff and industry supporters attended.

The 23-hectare (58-acre) Thorndale Demonstration
Farm, owned by UTRCA, is intended to demonstrate
agricultural best-management practices that work to-
gether to improve and protect soil heath and water
quality while increasing crop yield as examples area
farmers can use on their property. Currently, the prop-
erty is planted with a cover crop of oats, peas and till-
age radishes. Besides protecting the land from water
and wind erosion, these crops benefit soil health.

UTRCA staff explained the various features of wa-
ter retention and control installed on this property.

Along with contoured, controlled drainage, there are
drain-cover structures positioned at the contoured el-
evation with the goal of these structures holding back
water during a rainstorm, then releasing the water
into the land gradually. Another feature on this prop-
erty is a water-basin control with a berm designed to
hold water for 24 hours after a major weather event.
In 2023, UTRCA installed a water-quality monitoring
system to collect water samples after large rain events.

The latest feature, which was installed on this prop-
erty earlier this year, is the Storm Tech Storm Water
Retention System. Normally, systems like this are used
in urban applications, such as underneath parking lots.
In this project, it was installed at the east end of the
Thorndale Demonstration Farm to collect tile drainage
from the surrounding five acres to test the design fea-
sibility for agricultural applications. UTRCA staff will
monitor this system to quantify how much water is
held in its chambers and how much runoff is reduced
during storm events.

A section within the
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The first stop in the motorcycle rally was Thorndale’s Mount Olivett 300 Masoni Lodge.
Photo by Nancy Abra

quality of life. Pitt-Hopkins doesn’t affect children’s
life expectancy, but respiratory complications can be
life threatening. Survival depends on the severity of
the symptoms and availability of care and support.

This was the sixth-annual motorcycle Ride for
Pitt-Hopkins fundraiser rally hosted by the Thames
Valley Widows Sons to raise money in support of 13
families in Ontario who are dealing with Pitt-Hop-
kins Syndrome. Last year, they raised approximately
$15,000 and, with an increase in the number of par-
ticipants in this year’s ride, they are hoping they will
reach $20,000 as they continue to support and assist
families in Ontario.

THORNDALE UNITED CHURCH

Beely Supper

Potato, gravy, vegetables, salad, pie & ice cream

DINE IN OR TAKE OUT

Tuesday, October 22, 2024
Thorndale Community Centre
4:30 pm -7 pm
Adults $25 | Children 6-4 $10
Children 5 & under FREE

For tickets call 519-461-0463
Last day to buy tickets OCTOBER 8, 2024
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UKRAINIAN

By Kateryna Maslova

I'm far from being a conservative person, and there
are few historical, national traditions of my country
that I accept and use in my life. Most Ukrainian tra-
ditions are closely intertwined with religion, which
I'm distant from. In Ukraine, I consciously avoided
many of these aspects. I'm not a fan of Ukrainian
cuisine; I prefer Mediterranean. My husband and
son enjoy it, so I sometimes cook borscht and va-
renyky. I'm not fond of Ukrainian Easter and, at
home, I always incorporated American traditions
with the Easter bunny and chocolate eggs, avoid-
ing traditional Ukrainian blessed baskets at church.
My mom and sisters always follow these customs.
Ukrainian wedding traditions — matchmaking, em-
broidered rushnyky (towels), and wedding contests
—never appealed to me. I liked the lighter European
celebrations. Moreover, living in Ukraine, I incorpo-
rated American customs into my life — Halloween,
advent calendars - that always interested me more.

I love Ukrainian art selectively, just like the art of
any other country, carefully choosing what I like.
But living in Ukraine, you constantly encounter the
history and culture of your country, both what you
enjoy and what you don't. And whether you want to
or not, you learn about it. My child was always sur-
rounded by national customs through the education
system. I understood that he would certainly receive
general knowledge and theory. From there, he would
choose what resonates with him. Even in kindergar-
tens and school, regular events tied to these tradi-
tions were part of the curriculum. I enjoyed the fun,
light-hearted approach to the holidays, but we didn't
practice them at home.

Now I face a dilemma - I understand that my child
shouldn’t lose his national identity, but at the same
time, I don't want to impose what isn't interesting
to him and what isn’t close to me. What values and
traditions should I pass on to my child and what do
I want to pass on? How do I find a balance between
preserving my culture and what is comfortable for

What values should I pass on to the future generation?

both of us?

There have been four waves of emigration from
Ukraine to Canada over the past 100 years. The
Ukrainian diaspora is quite strong in Canada. There
are Ukrainians in the third or fourth generation,
born in Canada, who preserve and practice more na-
tional traditions, relics and symbols than I do. They
hold these things in high regard. Sometimes, I even
feel a little embarrassed by that.

Certain things are historically significant for Ukraine
and carry their own symbolism. Ukraine is a world
leader in wheat production. It has always been this
way historically; we are a nation of farmers and
grain growers. The land in Ukraine is ideal for wheat
cultivation, and golden fields of wheat have adorned
Ukrainian lands for centuries. The golden color of
wheat is represented on the Ukrainian flag. Wheat
and bread have always had symbolic meaning and
are treated with great respect. They are celebrated
in Ukrainian culture. But in my understanding to-
day, in my comfortable life, bread isn't the healthiest
product and if I had to choose, I'd prefer bread made
from non-wheat flour. After enduring the Holodomor
in 1933, which was a genocide against the Ukrainian
people, when families were executed for gathering
wheat spikes from the fields while the grain was
exported and people starved to death, Ukrainians
deepened their love and respect for bread. Histor-
ically, bread was something every housewife made
daily, and it was always on the table. For all holidays,
matchmaking, weddings, traditional wheat karavai -
a sweet bread - was and still is prepared.

Throughout my childhood, I heard about how you
must respect bread and never leave it unfinished
or throw it away. This came from my family, espe-
cially my grandmother. In kindergarten and school,
we were forced to finish bread; you couldn’t re-
fuse to eat it and you couldn’t eat without bread. I
was told that without bread, you wouldn’t feel full.
In Ukraine, there’s a saying: “Bread is the head of
everything.” That’s how things were. Back then, no

Andrew L. Hodges
Funeral Home Ltd.

Offering personal and affordable funeral options,
including burial, cremation and donation to science.

Price list and preplanning information always
available on our website or contact us
to meet in person to discuss your wishes.

47 Wellington Street South, St. Marys
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca
519-284-2820

Serving St. Marys and area since 2003
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one talked about having a healthy relationship with
food. I understand the importance of these things
for my people, but at the same time, I recognize that
these beliefs are outdated in today’s world. I no lon-
ger pass these teachings on to my child, but will I be
able to convey to him the true value of bread for the
Ukrainian people without imposing these beliefs on
him?

Ukrainian history is filled with tragedy, and that
tragedy permeates the entire culture, especially
literature. Many works included in the Ukrainian
school curriculum reveal the difficult and sorrow-
ful pages of our history. This is important because
history is the foundation of national identity, and
it's important to know what your people have gone
through. However, I remember crying for several
days after reading Ulas Samchuk’s “Maria” about the
Holodomor when I was in the 10th grade. I'm still
not sure if I want to expose my son to such tragic
works so deeply and closely. I feel like he already
faces enough challenges in life, and I want to protect
him from unnecessary emotional burdens as much
as possible. I also want him to understand and re-
spect our history, but not be weighed down by its
SOITOW.

In Ukraine, it was simple — you had to go through the
school program. Some immersed themselves in it,
while others listened superficially. But here, there’s
a choice not to know at all.

Yet, despite all these reflections, I realize that cul-
ture and traditions are not only about the customs of
the past but also about what we create in the pres-
ent. Perhaps our connection to the past, through the
values we choose to preserve, along with the new
traditions we create in Canada, will form the foun-
dation of my son’s identity. He will have the choice
to take the best of both worlds and create something
of his own.

After all, that is the essence of life in emigration; not
just preserving the old, but creating something new
while keeping a connection to your roots.

2,,) MUSIC NIGHT ¥

WITH CHET GREASON AND AIMEE JESSO

SEPTEMBER 215T, 2024 AT 7:30 PM
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 5T. MARY'S

GOODWILL DOMATIONS GRATEFULLY
ACCEPTED!

CALL BOB PICKEL OR GAIL KAVELMAN
FOR MORE INFORMATION

BOB PICKEL: 517 451 1400
AIL KAYELMAMN: 517 707 0282
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FROM THE GARDEN. It's nothing to sneeze at!

~
By Nancy Abra
Where has the summer

gone? As the days are get-
ting shorter and there is a bit
of a nip in the air, fall is fast
approaching, but also anoth-
er allergy season. One plant
that gets blamed for many
people’s sneezing and sinus
woes is Goldenrod. This is
simply not true. The culprit
is probably ragweed. The
pollen of Goldenrod is heavy
like most flowers and is not
easily dispersed. Where-
as the pollen of ragweed is
lighter and can be airborne
with a breeze. It blooms the
same time as Goldenrod so
that is probably the cause of
most human allergy misery:.

Solidago or as we know it,
Goldenrod, is a lovely fall
blooming perennial and
can be found in meadows,
pastures, along roads and
in ditches. There are ap-
proximately 125 varieties of

Goldenrod that are native to
North America and 30 spe-
cies native to Ontario. There
is even a small patch, by
choice not by accident, in my
vegetable and herb garden. I
really love this tall beauty in
my garden, adding a golden
yellow colour to my garden.
It is very popular in English
and European gardens and is
wonderful in flower arrange-
ments. Matter of fact, many
area florists carry Solidago
as a cut flower in their shops,
which they get from com-
mercial growers.

Goldenrod is a member of
the Asteraceae plant family
and is easily classified based
on the plant shape. One va-
riety that is very common in
this area is Solidago canade-
nis. It is very tall, reaching
heights of 1.5 to 2 meters
and has a plume-like flower
head. Another variety that is
quite common is the rough
stemmed Solidago rugosa
Miller with its elm-branched
flowers. There is a club-like
or wand-like Goldenrod and
then there are a few varieties
of flat-topped Solidago.

Goldenrod is a valuable plant
in our garden, playing host to
some beneficial insects such
as the lacewing, the parasitic

Ask the Arborist \4

By Joel Hackett | 519 272 5742 | jtsquote@gmail.com =
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wasp and the pray-
ing mantis as well as
being a nectar source
for butterflies and
honeybees. Certain
varieties of Golden-
rod are also advanta-
geous to our health.
Practitioners of
herbal medicine use
Goldenrod in a tra-
ditional kidney tonic
to counter inflam-
mation and irritation
caused from bacterial
infections or kidney
stones. A tincture or
tea made from leaves
and flowers of a cer-
tain variety of Gold-
enrod can be used for
sore throats, snake
bites, fever, kidney
and bladder prob-
lems, colds, measles
and even asthma. A
poultice of Golden-
rod can be used for
boils, burns, wounds
and sores. Our native
Indians used to chew
the leaves to relieve sore
throats and chew the roots
to relieve toothaches. I have
also read that tea infusion of
the flowers and leaves can be
made into a jelly that has a
slight anise or liquorice fla-
vour.

Besides an excellent plant
for our pollinators for our
gardens and farm crops,
their thick and intertwined
root system prevent ero-
sion in ditches and along the
field edges. They help with
rainwater infiltration and

stop stormwater runoff. So
next time you are going for
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a country walk and you feel
a sneeze coming on, don't be
quick to blame Goldenrod.
Take a moment to appreciate
the fall beauty of Goldenrod
and all the benefits it has in
our environment.

Source - www.ontariowild-
flowers.com

Dear Arborist,

do you think?

Sincerly
Options

Dear Options,

year for some cultivars.

My son wants me to plant a
Linden tree or Basswood, what

Just want some....options.

Unfortunately, I do tend to
hear a lot of complaints about
the mess this species makes.
People say they drop little
branches, drip a sticky liquid,

seeds, and catkins.

So it might be better to plant
something else - Maple, Beech,
and Ginkgo Biloba are nice

options.
Sincerely
The Arborist

I personally like Linden trees,

they provide shade and have a
nice shape. They are also fairly
fast growing, at around 2 ft per

Joel Hackett is a certified
Arborist residing in the
St. Marys area. Currently,

L ANDWOORK S

* Excavation
* Trucking
* Septic Installation

e Landscape
Design & Build

FLOODING AND DRAINAGE ISSUES?
CALL US TO FIX THAT

Bryn Luckhardt, N.P.D

he spends most of the year
running Joel’s Tree Service.
For contact call 519 272 5742
or email jtsquote@gmail.com

519-272-3408 * bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com
www.luckhardtlandworks.com
ST. MARYS, ONTARIO

Apparently, you can also

eat the young leaves like
salad. However, I have never
tried eating the leaves.
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Riddles

I'm light as a
feather, yet the
strongest person
can't hold me for
five minutes. What
am I?

Your breath.

What can you
break, even if you
never pick it up or

touch it?

A promise.

Which question
can you never
answer "yes" to?

"Are you asleep?"

What's something

that, the more you

take, the more you
leave behind?

Footsteps.
What kind of lion
never roars?

A dandelion.

What has a
thousand needles
but cannot sew?
A porcupine.

What's bright
orange with green
on top and sounds

like a parrot?

A carrot.

Why do bees have
sticky hair?

Because they use

their honeycombs.

What do you call
a bear with no
teeth?

A gummy bear.

What's black, white
and blue?

A sad zebra.

OF THE WEEK

Carson Co

1
ulthard (2)

- Word Search - ~

FVAQETANODSMRBRE
EWUKBEMBNUEKOEKTDY
VSVWYXBWONAXMN
WWEWIYWSIRGXYL
CDUKMHQVTFMHOQS
S HSCLLGEKIMVCTUS
FRQADZARSDAORJT
IEYPTEWEARTLAYS
LCWSQLXPRAUEEHC
WNPAKJPTTTNSTL
HVBMWWEETLHTEAEB
HUSLOOIMLOEZRPDO
VEKCZZBSBANETRTID
REDUWXEETFORET CN
VRERFPORARPFTCTIUJ
AGATGNGMSHPNTF
DCCCTDNYOOTART
KAVNEKERFEFLBPMCOCAZQ
HTEYUQYEKCEZXEKTPAZ
KTSEIUzZIDOGREZ

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys
Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca
! Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth
TsIGcER Word List
MCLTUREO Septemb
OYEUTFA eptember
T v Tuyu g Cancerresearch
HQIGSNTEB Marathon of
EDHEKDA Hope
OWS YRD Fall tradition
MNRTFZLRZ Register
M OOUTIN YMCA
X NDJSE
Participate
BLIUJEDO p
PKRDWN Run
UUECTUDO Bike
whwiatT?e Rain or shine
EUJSMS Fundrai
FGJQYA undraise
TNQEMT SpOIlSOI'
X ZHTULK Volunteer
J O GGMS C Donate

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that
appears in the paper gets a FREE
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEK

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

parrot; Kiara (right) is a four-year-old Solomon
Island eclectus parrot. The two birds play
peekaboo together. Bailey says "where's Bailey"
and Kiara will reply "peekaboo"”. Kiara likes to
say her name - Gorgeous Girl and can name
Pokemon characters; Bailey says "bye, love you"
when you walk out the door. He also knows the
names of other pets in the house. Their owners
are Michele, Taylor and William.

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is
pleased to be the sponsor of the

PET OF THE WEEK
'Fall' Awareness

Many of our furry friends love to chew
on sticks, pinecones or even pine
needles. However, if ingested, these
fun objects could damage or puncture
your pets intestines. Acorns should be
avoided aswell; they are toxic to dogs
and could cause an obstruction.

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com
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OH THE PLACES WE LL GO = Is Richmond Virginia the “best town” to visit in the U.S.?

By Paul Knowles

A few days ago, CNN
published an article
about the top ten “best
towns” to visit in the
United States. Number
one on the list is Rich-
mond, Va.

The CNN writers said
“Richmond earns high
scores for its top-notch
museums and dynam-
ic neighborhoods, and
it’s taking a hard look at
its complicated history.
Plus, it's got a diverse,
chef-driven food scene,
more than 30 breweries
and ready access to sur-
rounding wine country.”

Having spent a few days
in that intriguing city
earlier this year, I would
agree with a couple of
qualifications.

Richmond definitely has
a “complicated history.”
It was the capital city
of the Confederation,
a stalwart defender of
slavery, and one of the
most reluctant of Amer-
ican communities to ac-
cept desegregation. But
the truth is I know about
these things because the
museums of Richmond

told me the story openly
and inclusively - again,
with a couple of qualifi-
cations.

Let’s start with the best
stuff. Our itinerary be-
gan with a visit to the
Black History Muse-
um (BHM) - and I sug-
gest that every visitor’s
itinerary should do the
same.

On arrival, we stopped to
chat with a well-dressed
man sweeping the street
in front of the museum.
Chuck Lewis is a very
well-informed guide at
the BHM and his father
was a civil-rights lawyer
in Richmond. Lewis was
a goldmine of informa-
tion about the history
of civil rights in Rich-
mond, and he surprised
us by saying that despite
the realities of history,
he is proud to live in
Richmond because the
community has made
so many advances in
race-relations issues
“without blood being
spilled.” The BHM's mot-
to is “preserving stories
that inspire” - a very
proactive approach to a
very difficult topic.

We found the same hon-
est but optimistic take at
two other fine Richmond
institutions - the Vir-
ginia Museum of Fine
Arts and the Virginia
Museum of History and
Culture. Both have re-
jected the still-perpetu-
ated “lost-cause” theory,
which claims the Amer-
ican Civil War was not
about slavery but was

a just and even heroic
attempt to protect the
rights of the southern
states.

Both institutions have
extensive exhibits de-
picting the realities of
Virginia’s history. Again,
visitors like me who
know so little about the
intricacies of American
history can spend hours
and hours in these fine
institutions.

But here is where my
qualification comes in.
Yes, all three of these
museums are doing a
terrific job telling the
truth about Richmond’s
history and it’s signifi-
cant that the latter are
located on Arthur Ashe
Blvd., named to honour
the city’s tennis and civ-
il-rights hero. But sand-
wiched between the
museums, and ironically
also located on Arthur
Ashe Blvd., is the na-
tional headquarters of
the United Daughters
of the Confederacy, an
organization dedicated
to defending the “lost
cause of the confedera-
cy” fallacy.

In Richmond, we stayed
at the Commonwealth
Hotel, located just across
the street from the Cap-
itol District, home of the
Virginia State Capitol
and an extensive park
filled with statuary com-
memorating civil-rights
heroes. But here too, the
fact that efforts to deal
with history are still a
work in progress was
also evident.

The striking Virginia State Capitol, designed by Thomas Jefferson, site of historic —
and sometimes horrendous — acts of government. Photo by Paul Knowles

The sculptures in the
park were amazing,
marking significant civ-
il-rights achievements
and honouring women
who were communi-
ty leaders through the
centuries. We toured the
Capitol building itself,
an imposing structure
designed by Thomas
Jefferson, now the state
capitol, but once the seat
of government for the
confederacy. This tour,
conducted by a very ar-
ticulate volunteer, was
intriguing but clearly
soft-pedaled the real-
ities. In a room where
horrendous legislation
was once enacted, we
were simply told this
was the site of “import-
ant decisions, some
good, some not so good.”
Hmmm...

If you are a history buff,
you could get lost for
days down the rabbit
holes of historical inter-
pretation in Richmond. I
think you might emerge

2:00 p.m.

ST. MARYS

(Pyramid Recreation Centre, End Zone)
RSVP: stew@stonetowntravel.com

giving most of the insti-
tutions high marks for
honesty and ongoing ef-
forts to be inclusive with
a couple of codicils.

If you're not a history
buff, you will enjoy the
amazing collection of
art — including the larg-
est collection of Faberge
eggs outside Russia -
at the Museum of Fine
Arts, or your tour of the
quirky Poe Museum,
honouring the eccentric
and mysterious life and
death of Richmond na-
tive Edgar Allan Poe.

And as CNN’s report
noted, this is a great city
for foodies. We dined
at opposite ends of the
food-presentation scale
— dinner at L'Opossum,
where the presentation
was astonishing, the am-
bience dramatic and the
food very well prepared;
and lunch at Mama Js,
a hole-in-the-wall din-
er with friendly service
and excellent food. Oh,

and concerning wine
country, we discovered a
destination just outside
Richmond, which com-
bined two of the things
Ilove: Viniterra, a lovely
Rees Jones golf course
(which I played badly),
also home to the New
Kent Winery.

So,is CNN right? Is Rich-
mond the number one
town in the U.S.? Well,
it certainly is one of the
most interesting with
many terrific attractions
(my pocket guide lists
over 50), great cuisine
and just enough contro-
versy to grab your atten-
tion and make your visit
an intellectual and phil-
osophical challenge.

Paul Knowles is an au-
thor and travel writer,
and President of the Trav-
el Media Association of
Canada. To contact Paul
about travel, his books, or
speaking engagements,
email pknowles@golden.
net.

Voo

INFORMATION SESSION

PRESENTED BY

EMERALD®

CRUISES

Monday, September 23, 2024

NEW HAMBURG
7:00 p.m.

: (Wilmot Recreation Centre, Meeting Room A)
.~ RSVP: newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com

EMERALD

¥ EMERALD

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4  Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9
19-284-2332 (=) agent@stonetowntravel.com

TICO #50010159

() 226-333-9939 (=) newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com

TICO #50025796

www.stonetowntravel.com
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In Loving Memory of Elgin McNall
March 5 1941 - Sept 11 2014

It's been 10 long years
since you left us.
Deep in our hearts you'll
Always stay.
Love and Missed Everyday
Love Evelyn, Bruce, Nancy, Dan and family

"M A special thank you to all
my family and friends for
8 all your help the day of

the Teddy Bear Reunion.

Special thanks to Mar-
shall Tent Rentals and
the Public Works Depart-
ment. Also, thanks to the
| Fire Department for filling
the boat pool.

Thanks to Rosie for cook-
ing hot dogs, Karen Pay-
ton for donating the quilt
for the raffle and to Laurie
Smith for the tickets.

Special thanks to all the businesses and private
donors for their generous donations. Without all of
you it wouldn’t be possible to carry on.

Hope to see you next year with no rain!

Marlen Forman, Organizer of the Teddy Bear Re-
union

IN MEMORIAM

Please join Bernice
Coulson in
_ - celebrating her
— 85th Birthday
Sunday Sept 15th at the St Marys Legion Hall
Drop in between 2 to 4

Are You A Newcomer
To The St. Marys Area?

The friends of the library has a FREE Welcome
Package for you to pick up at the library!

* Gifts + MORE * Local Services

+ Coupons (
~ 9t

St. Marys Public Library, 15 Church St. 519-284-3346

* Recreation Info
* Health & Wellness + Maps

For Hall Rentals
call 519-271-5343

Optimist Club
of Downie
Sun. Sept. 08 - Tom Stadelmayer, St. Marys $50.00
Mon. Sept. 09 - Jim Algie, Stratford $50.00
Tues. Sept. 10 - Bevan Mathieson, Stratford $50.00
Wed. Sept. 11 - Christina Johnson, Guelph $50.00
Thur. Sept. 12 - Jean Carson, Exeter $50.00
Fri. Sept. 13 - Dave Garrick, New Hamburg $50.00
Sat. Sept 14 - Gerald Cook, Stratford $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
www.fraserpaving.ca

WANTED FOR MIXED

CRIBBAGE NIGHT

Folks that want to play Cribbage on a casual basis can
come to the Royal Canadian Legion every Tuesday night
starting October 8th and ending in April with a break for

Christmas.

Game time is 7:00pm-9:00pm (?)

Skill level is not important as it is just for fun. Let us know
by the end of September if you wish to play, or show up
the first night.

You are NOT OBLIGATED to play every night.
Cost is $2 from each player per game night.
You DO NOT have to be a Legion member to play.

Contact Vic Mansfield 519-284-1542 or Don Feeney at
donfeeney@dquadro.net

St. Marys United Church

¥~ StrawberrySupper

Wednesday September I8

St. Marys United Church
5:00-6:30 pm
All tickets $25 - Takeout Only

Tickets available by calling Church office
519-284-3076

EERCE > - -
AILL Country Club =

=

WEEKLY TAPS SPECIALS:
WED $1.00 WING NIGHT
THURS BOGO 50% 9" PIZZAS
FRIDAY $20 FISH FRY - 2 PIECE BAT- |
TERED OR PAN FRIED PERCH.
(EAT IN ONLY)

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS |
-

(519) 284-3621

Legion

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
PERTH REGIMENT VETERANS
BRANCH 236 ST MARYS

HOURS
TUE - FRI 3PM - CLOSE (approx 5pm)
SAT NOON - CLOSE (after meat draw)
SUN & MON - CLOSED

WE ARE OPEN FRIDAYS FROM
NOON UNTIL CLOSING
HOT DOGS AND MORE FRIDAY LUNCH

MEAT DRAW EVERY SAT AT 5 PM,
DRAWS FOR 20 MEAT PRIZES,
PLUS A 50/50 DRAW

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE HALL FOR RENT
66 CHURCH STREET NORTH,
ST. MARYS 519 284-2267

SHERWIN
L A LAWYER

& MEDIATOR
"%\ Real Estate:
Buying, Selling, Mortgages

Wills and Estates

Family Law ¢crvinG
ST. MARYS
FOR OVER

Mediation VEARS

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

519+284+0898 ¢ info@sherwinlaw.ca
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Straight from the Shelves

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

Attention aspiring young writers; learn how to
plan, write, and revise your very own short novel
with TeNoWriMo (Teen Novella Writing Month)!
Participants will learn the foundations of storytell-
ing in October, endeavour to write a first draft of
25,000 words in November, then practise the art of
revision on their piece in December. Meetings will
take place over Zoom from 6:30-7:30 p.m. on the
following Tuesday nights: October 15, 22, and 29;
November 12; December 3, 10, and 17. Contact Lau-
ra at Imcash@town.stmarys.on.ca to sign up!

This Week’s Recommendation

A flailing writer stumbles upon a winning story by
a fellow writer who died before they could publish,
leading the flailing writer to claim the story as their
own. Intrigued? Well, I have two novels for you:
“The Plot” by Jean Hanff Korelitz, and “Yellowface”
by R.F. Kuang. In the former, Jacob Finch Bonner
pilfers an incredible story shared with him by a
stuck-up student of his writing program. In the lat-

ter, June Hayward lifts a manuscript off the desk of
a rival writer moments after her death. While “The
Plot” is tinged with elements of mystery and sus-
pense, “Yellowface” deals with racial and cultural
appropriation. Both novels are great reads and are
available in hard copy and on Libby.

Up This Week

Fri., Sept. 13: Movies in the Park: The Garfield Mov-
ie” (dusk)

Sat., Sept. 14: Open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Mon., Sept. 16: Trivia Night at Gilly’s Pubhouse~ (7
p.m.)
Tues., Sept. 17: Open 10:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Wed., Sept. 18: EarlyON Play and Read (9:30-10:30
a.m.), Mahjong Intro (1-2 p.m.), Mahjong! (2-4 p.m.)

Thurs., Sept. 19: Open 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
ACadzow Park (177 Church St. S, St. Marys)
~Gilly’s Pubhouse (17 Water St. S, St. Marys)

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Members of the St. Marys community benefit from
the town’s abundant public amenities and resourc-
es and should celebrate the unique distinction of
its architectural landscape.

It is noteworthy local officials are bound by the
town’s officialplan “to maintain the charm and at-
tractiveness that are fundamental to the character
and lifestyle of St. Marys” (Official Plan of the Town
of St. Marys, page 3). In the spirit of this covenant,
I take considerable umbrage with the posting in
the St. Marys Independent edition of Aug. 22, 2024,

SUOOKU ey

FERN PRIDHAM - Real Estate Broker

519274 2885
fernpridham@gmail.com
2,13 |7(1
7 8 6 3
5 8 219
6 714
7
419/5|8|3
2 3 5|78
48 1

Solutions on page 27

titled “If You Love Your Community, Sign the Pe-
tition.” This posting, submitted by an anonymous
group protesting infill developments in general,
cites a list of negative arguments that are inconsis-
tent with a wealth of reports published by munici-
pal planners.

For an erudite discussion about the benefits of stra-
tegic infill planning, see the American Planning As-
sociation blog at www.planning.org/blog/9227414/
infill-development-supports-community-connec-
tivity/.

Further, the anonymous authors state “No objec-
tions by citizens possible.” While objections to
building code amendments are stringently regulat-
ed by various provincial legislation and local ap-
peal bodies, it is incorrect and misleading to claim
residents cannot successfully object to non-compli-
ant developments.

I defend the right to protest any development that
would negatively impact the community but cannot
honour or support a protest mounted by a group
hiding behind anonymity. When the anonymous
authors stop trying to sow the seeds of uncertainty
and doubt with nebulous generalizations and have
the fortitude to identify themselves and the specific
project(s) they are objecting to, I will consider sign-
ing their petition.

Jim Hill, St. Marys

¢

168 SPA

Nails & Waxing

Acrylic/Gel
wx Shellac
7, Y:/ Manicure
“alyfm | e Pedicure

Phone 226-661-4168

104 Queen St E. St. Marys, On. N4X TA3

Monday - Friday 9:30am - 5pm, Saturday 9:30am - 1pm., Closed Sunday

By AMY CUBBERLEY

Silo explosion

25 years ago (1999)

The annual AlliedSignal scholarship award was pre-
sented this year to former D.C.VI. student, Wesley Mur-
ray. The $1,500 scholarship is presented annually to an
employee’s child. Wesley is enrolled at the University of
Guelph and is pursuing a Bachelor of Arts degree in his-
tory.

A new lot development charge bylaw was approved by St.
Marys Council last Tuesday, just hours before a deadline
imposed by the province for getting a new fee schedule
in place. As a result of the new bylaw, approved unan-
imously by council, lot development charges on single
family dwellings will be reduced from the previous rate
of $1,980 to $1,773.

In February of this year, Charlie and Sue Dunsmore of
Downie began to raise and milk goats. They presently
milk 44 and have a goal of 85.

50 years ago (1974)

Ski kite flying, something new to this area, had a real
workout at Wildwood over the weekend as 13 competi-
tors took part in the Free Flight Delta Kite Champion-
ship on the nearby lake. The organizer, and overall win-
ner, was Bob Grant of London.

Bob Favacho reports the town swans appear quite happy
on a pond near the local golf course. The only drawback
is that the swans seem to have developed a taste for golf
balls.

One suggestion heard regarding a location for the pro-
posed tennis courts has been the former site of the Cold
Storage on Elgin Street East at the C.N.R. tracks. It is
pointed out this area is town-owned and would fit in
nicely with ballpark recreation facilities further east.

75 years ago (1949)

Mr. and Mrs. J.G. Bell and Mr. and Mrs. J.J. McLaughlin left
Tuesday evening by train for Jasper and Banff, Alberta.
While at Jasper, they will attend the annual convention
of the Canadian Weekly Newspapers Association, which
is being held at Jasper Park Lodge. They are travelling to
Jasper via C.N.R. and returning east from Banff on the
C.PR. and will be away several weeks.

Ensilage flew in all directions on Andrew Hardie’s farm
near Thorndale on Friday when the pressure inside
the silo being filled became too great. Several helping
farmers fortunately escaped injury when they quickly
climbed to safety on the roof of the barn. No one was
hit by the large chunks of cement, but a wagon and part
of the silo filler was damaged. Later, the spilled ensilage
was hauled to Stuart Smibert’s farm where an empty silo
was put to use.

100 years ago (1924)

Among the new phones installed in St. Marys, most if
not all of which are not yet to be found in the telephone
book, are the following: Rev. J. Brown, Mrs. M.Y. Brown,
Dominion Stores, F.W. Aylesworth, Thomas Fulcher, H.M.
Hunter, John Hayes, Charles White, and D. McCulloch.

Miss Helen McKim, a fifth form student of the St. Marys
Collegiate Institute, has won the scholarship for profi-
ciency in French, German, and Mathematics and also the
Free Tuition Scholarship for the St. Marys Collegiate at
the recent departmental exams in connection with West-
ern University, London.

J.W. Graham, acting for Edward Bearss of the Township
of Blanshard, has issued a writ out of the Supreme Court
of Stratford against Edward Ferguson of the Township of
Fullarton for $10,000 damages of alienation of the affec-
tions of the plaintiff’s wife, Flora Eva Bearss.
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BUSI N Ess DI RECTO RY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER
RSN

S ERBERSHOP

T s
T e

YOUR ST. MARYS ON.
BARBERSITO”

108 QUEEN ST. E
macphersonsbarbershop.ca
226~661~0222

FIND 'S ANI BONIYK
ONLINE o f ¥

COMPUTERS

@ 519-949-9494
bscsltd@protonmail.com

BILL SCHNEIDER

COMPUTER SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

,@ 485 James St S, St Marys
cosTeactors tro. Email: mcc@quadro.net
|::“..:.:-

Ph: 519-349-2256

General Contracting - Design-Build (A-CAD)
Renovations - Additions - Doors & Windows & More!

CLEANING
wiewean -

CLEANING - 9
SERVICES . i

o DEEP CLEANING —x a
o REGULAR CLEANING

« MOVE OUT/MOVE IN

o RESIDENTIAL el

* AIRBNB Contact Us:
o POST PARTY

226-880-0281
SERVICE.U.CLEAN@GMAIL.COM 431_235_3520

DISPOSAL

Robson
Scrap Metal

Open 8to0 4:30
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206-211 Carling St.
St. Marys

@ DIAMOND

: DISEP0OSAL

BIN RENTAL OR FULL JUNK REMOVAL
519-284-2221

www.diamonddisposal.ca
info@diamonddisposal.ca

A
EAVESROUCH

519-701-8838

aa\ruslrwghﬁ sure-seal.ca
Seamless Eavestrough
Steal and Aluminum
Gutter Guard - Heavy Built
Fascia - Soffit - Trim Bending
Mare

WES BENNETT - ST. MARY'S ONT

ELECTRICAL

TForMaN FLECTRIC LTD.

AESIDENTIAL = COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL = INDUSTRIAL

+

BACK-UP GENERATOR SYSTEMS
Work with someone
your know you can trust!

519.284.0833

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL,
INDUSTRIAL & AGRICULTURAL

(B) Contact 1 Todey ar Visit Us ouline [§3
519-301-8411 = stonetownelectric.ca

Hughes

ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS

GREAT SERVICE
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
EXPERT KNOWLEDGE

Full Service Electrical Solutions
226-921-1739

info@hugheselectricalsolutions.com
[ECRA/ESA# 7016671

HVAC

FoamaN FLECTRIC LTD.

——

@RS WORK « HEAT PUMPS -
DUCTLESS SPLITS « AR CONDITIONERS +
HOT WATER HEATERS + FURNACES

Wark with someons

yodr konow youl can trust!

519.284.0833
5t. Marys

MORTGAGE

REAL ESTATE

AMIE
SHACELETON

AMIE SHACKLETON
Maortgage Agant

519.949.1226
amia@amieshacklaton com
www.amieshacklaton. com

RIIX Ton et to ;‘,’ﬂ?,-’
|| Y |

PLUMBING
¢ CUBBERLEY

\{f) Plambing, Heating & Air Consiliening

5T MARYE
519-348-2420
Senire joten darn Fasmil'y in Fawns simee 1979

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

* Water treatment installation and repairs * Softeners
* Iron Filters * Reverse Osmosis Units * Plumbing
Repairs * Bathroom Renovations

Cell: 226-880-0501 * Office: 519-284-4217

LUCIE STEPHEEHS

SHLES REPRESENTATIV

019-703-0333

RE/MAX i:247.%
SOLD |

PEAK:

%

SELECT REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
163 Queen St. E

OFFICE: 519-284-4646 A peakselectrealty@gmail.com

Sue Fowler 519-272-6961 - Broker/Manager

Sue Fulop 519-281-4543 - Broker

st Marys Insurance Group Inc

Offering Insurance Services for:

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL,
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS,
TRANSPORTATION & MORE!

Home & Company

EEAL FETATE

Toni McLean Sales Representative

519-274-1120 direct
245 Downie St, Stratford, NSA 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

Give us a call today!

199 Elgin StE - St. Marys ON - 519-284-1900
inquiries@stmarysinsurance.ca

LIST WITH CHRIS!

o~
a., ROYAL LEPAGE
S 0RO

M_ Chris Evans, Broker

Hiller Realty Brokerage
100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101
listwithchris@wightman.ca

/ Eric Miller

“ Mabile Mortgope Speciofist
I26-971-5248

e millken@vhc com

Mortgage advice
for your new home.

_SEAMSTR

Stonetown Alterations

Professional Seamstress

Ingrid Voermans
www.stonetownalterations.ca
stonetownalterations@gmail.com

519-703-2007

TAKE OUT
SKIPPY:

PIZZ2A
519-284-1864
Mondays CLOSED Friday and Saturday 11-10

Tuesday to Thursdays 11-9 Sundays 3-8

118 QUEEN STREET, ST. MARYS

WATER TREATMENT

medinasdit
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CLEANING

Spotless Cleaning Plus

Office & Residential

St. Marys and Surrounding Area

Sheila Leblanc
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TREE SERVICE

JOEL'S TREE SERVICE
919-272-9742

www.joelstreeservice.com




St. Marys Independent

Thursday, September 12, 2024

CLASSIFIED ADS

Wanted

$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues,
Rock, Pop, Fold, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For more
information: Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St. Stratford/
226-972-5750

Wanted

A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes.
Phone 519-284-3774

Wanted to buy
All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.

Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

Are you downsizing or need an estate clean out? We can help.

Wanted

| will pay cash for antiques and collectibles.

Coca Cola, Pepsi or any pop company.

Brewery items - Kuntz, Huether Labatts, etc.

Old radios and gramophones, wristwatches, pocket watches,
old fruit jars - Beaver Star, Bee Hive etc. Any old oil cans and
signs - Red Indian, Supertest etc. Any small furniture.

If you are moving or cleaning out stuff please contact me -
519-570-6920.

Trees

Shade trees, Fruit trees, Apple, Pears, Peaches, Plums,
Sweet and Sour Cherries, Apricot, Nectarines, Blueberry,
Haskopp, Black Chokeberry, Grapes etc.

Lots of Spruce, Pine, Cedars for windbreaks and privacy
hedges, Sizes 1 to 6+.

Flowering shrubs and much more.

Come check us out Mon-Sat 7:00am - 6:00pm

Martin's Nursery 42661 Orangehill Road

Wroxeter (1 concession north of Wroxeter on Belmore Line)

For Sale

- Office desk, Bullet top table desk, 72 inches long 36 inches
wide, Black Ebony on Oak veneer, solid oak headers, three
legs, one leg is solid Oak, two legs are metal, black. Newly
finished. $150.00.

CASH ONLY - St. Marys area

Call 519-272-5951 and leave a message.

For Sale

- Office desk, Bullet top table desk, 60 inches long 30 inches
wide, Natural Cherry on Cherry veneer solid cherry headers,
three metal legs one black two silver colour. Newly finished,

some flaws in the veneer. $75.00.

CASH ONLY - St. Marys area

Call 519-272-5951 and leave a message.

For Sale

- Office Desk top, 60 inches long and 30 inches wide, Medium
cherry colour on Maple veneer, solid Maple headers, newly
finished. No legs or base supplied, you can obtain legs from
Richleau, Amazon, Wayfair. Can be made into a table desk
with legs. $50.00.

CASH ONLY - St. Marys area

Call 519-272-5951 and leave a message.

For Sale
Split Rail Fence. $5.00 per rail. Call 519-284-2815

For Sale

2 burial plots with deed, 2 vaults, gold cross certificate & me-
morial bronze marker located in Forest Lawn London. Today’s
prices $13,000 - $15,000. Priced at $5,900 for quick sale.
Please leave message 519-453-4917.

For Sale

1-men’s right handed set of golf clubs, bag, stand
1-ladies left handed set of golf clubs, bag, and pull cart
1-travel bag with wheels

Please call 519-268-1436 or cell 519-933-2529

Have you been affected by someone else’s drinking?
Al-Anon Family Groups could help YOU! Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or App Available

HELP WANTED

LIRPHY

Murphy Bus Lines is hiring for a:

MAINTENACE/WASH
BAY POSITION

At our St. Marys Location
- Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm
- Benefits after 3 months
- Will assist with obtaining a B license
- Equal Opportunity Employer
Drop off your resume at Murphy Bus

Lines, 1909 Perth Rd 139, St.Marys or
email to laurak@murphybus.ca

Serving Southwestern Ontario Since 1946

Proudly serving the community
for nearly 20 years!

Please contact Norraine Galloway,
Your water treatment specialist.
519.871.8069
Norraine.galloway@culliganwater.ca

YARD SALE

Friday and Saturday - Sept 13 and 14
395 Elizabeth St - 8:00am- ??

Some small furniture, fall and x-mas decor,
winter coats, craft supplies, few antiques,
anniversary clocks, new toys, puzzles
and much more
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4. Sapphire 10. Shadrach,
5. Seis Meshach, and
6. 1783 Abednego

QUIZ ANSWERS

THE WEEK'AHEAD

McDonald’s St. Marys

752 Queen St E
Mebonmas  Founding and Forever partner of
Ronald McDonald House

SPONSORED BY:

PRC & Friendship Centre events - See the Stonetown
Crier on Page 5

St Marys Public Library events - See Page 25
Friday, September 13

- Yard sale at 395 Elizabeth Street - 8 a.m.to ?
- AN.A.F. meat draw - 6 p.m.

- St. Marys Lincolns vs St. Thomas Stars at the PRC - 7:30
p.m.

Saturday, September 14

- Community celebration 2024 car show at Downie
Optimist Community Centre, St. Pauls - 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

- Yard sale at 395 Elizabeth Street - 8 a.m. to ?

- St. Marys Farmers Market at Milt Dunnell Field - 8 a.m.
to Noon.

- Town of St. Marys speed chat (budget edition) at St.
Marys Farmers Market - 9-11a.m.

- Scrapbooking garage sale at the PRC - 9 am. to 1p.m.
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw - 5 p.m.
Sunday, September 15

- Terry Fox Run - Registration at the YMCA 8:30 a.m,,
Opening ceremonies 8:45 a.m.

- Bernice Coulson 85th birthday celebration at the
Legion hall - 2-4 p.m.
Wednesday, September 18

- St. Marys United Church strawberry supper - 5-6:30
p.m,, Takeout only, Call 519-284-3076 for tickets

Thursday, September 19

- St. Marys Museum seminar on the history of baseball -
Call 519-284-3556 to pre-register
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CELEBRATE LIVING WELL
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cedarview

retirement living

A
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LIMITED TIME ONLY

FULLY FURNISHED
1-BEDROOM SUITE

SPACES AVAILABLE! ———

CALL NOW 519.771.4973

Ask about our specials! Book a tour and enjoy a complimentary lunch with us!

511 Finkle Street Woodstock, Ontario N4VOC4 ¢ 519.602.0282

Please visit us at the community for a personalized tour or for more information go to

CedarviewSeniorlLife.com

Relmagine Senior Living




