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The Rae family celebrates after winning three straight games of Family Feud Can-

ada. Photo courtesy of CBC

By Wendy Lamond

What do the Azeez, Clarke and D'Sou-
za families all have in common? They
were all beat out by the Rae Family
of St. Marys on Family Feud Canada.

Many people in St. Marys tuned in
for three nights watching as the local
family pulled off three straight wins.
In the second game, siblings Nata-
sha Banks and Brent Rae managed
to surpass the 200-point mark in the
fast money round to win the $10,000
prize money.

Two of the games had Shauna Rae
competing in sudden death action and
coming out on the winning end both

times. The very funny host Gerry Dee
seemed to have a lot of fun with the
family and learned some new things
like how to play bum darts and that
Kathy liked to skinny dip.

It was an exciting week for the Rae’s
reliving the fun of being on the show
and they have shared with the In-
dependent some of the behind-the-
scenes experiences.

When asked about their coordinating
outfits, Kathy Rae commented there
were strict guidelines for what to
wear and they had three days to sub-
mit photos of them.

Continued on page 2
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. The Raes win all three games | St. Marys council
RIVER YALLEY - .
-~| of Family Feud Canada amends parking

bylaw with fines for
improper parking at
EV charging stations

By Galen Simmons

St. Marys council is paving the way for the upcom-
ing installation of electric-vehicle (EV) charging
stations with an amendment to the town'’s parking
bylaw that includes fines for improper parking at
EV charging stations.

At the Feb. 13 town council meeting, St. Marys
councillors approved an amendment to its parking
and boulevard maintenance bylaw in support of the
town’s participation in the Perth County Electric
Pathways project — a project aimed at installing a
network of EV charging stations across the county’s
geographic area. In this initial phase, the project
will see charging stations installed at the Pyramid
Recreation Centre and in the Jones Street parking
lot downtown, however more chargers could be in-
stalled in other public and municipal parking lots,
as well as in on-street parking areas in the town'’s
downtown core.

In addition to adding definitions for terms like
electric vehicle and EV chargers to the bylaw, and
allowing for some parking exceptions to the cur-
rent parking bylaw to allow electric vehicles to be
parked and charging longer than three hours or
overnight, the amendment also introduces fines for
non-electric vehicles parked at EV charging sta-
tions and for electric vehicles parked at charging
stations that aren’t actively charging.

While the proposed set fine for a non-electric ve-
hicle parked at an EV charger is $120 or $100 if
voluntary payment is made within seven days, the

Continued on page 2
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St. Marys council amends parking bylaw with fines
for improper parking at EV charging stations

Continued from page 1

set fine for an electric vehicle parked
at a charger but not actively charging
is only $70 or $50 if the fine is paid
within seven days.

“If you park in one of the spots (in
a non-electric vehicle) and you pay
within seven days, it's going to be
$100, but then if you have an electric

vehicle and you park in the spot and
don't plug in, it's going to be half that.
Why?” Coun. Jim Craigmile asked.

“Likely, the person has unplugged in
most examples and remains sitting
there, so they had other charges (for
charging their vehicle),” responded
town clerk Jenna McCartney. “There
just wasn't a better way to capture
it. We wanted to make sure it is im-

pactful. If you are sitting there (in a
non-electric vehicle) and taking up a
space so other people can't use it, that
was the reason for the higher fee.”

Before the amended bylaw can take
effect, McCartney said the town must
send it to the Ontario Ministry of the
Attorney General for approval, a pro-
cess that could take several months.
In the meantime, she said the town

will launch a public-awareness cam-
paign to ensure residents understand
the new parking rules before town
bylaw officers begin issuing tickets.

The total expected cost of the bylaw
amendment will be roughly $750 --
$250 for designated signage at EV
charging stations and $500 for the
awareness campaign.

The Raes win all three games of Family Feud Canada

Continued from page 1

“We were turned down with our first
outfits because they were popular
colours this season. Natasha did the
work shopping Labour Day weekend
while the rest of us were all over the
place. She had to take those back and
start again, and that was looking for
two pregnant women,” Kathy Rae
said.

The family was also responsible for
doing their own hair and makeup.

“It was so funny watching the boys
powder up for the shows,” said Shau-
na Rae.

When asked at what point the show
receives all the personal stories
about each of them, Brent Rae said it
was all through the interview and ap-
plication process and then they write
a script, in a sense. Dee doesn’t know
the stories, but he is given cues and
the family is supposed to tell their
stories when he gives those cues.

“The biggest thing though, and what
most people don't know, is that he
gives a cue every time before an an-
swer so you're almost more worried
about what story he is going to ask
about rather than answering the
question and that’s why, when it’s ed-
ited, it may seem like you don’t have
an answer. Sometimes you're so dis-
tracted you forget what your answer
was going to be,” Brent Rae said.

Other than the fast money prize, the
show gives $5 for every point won, so
even though there were two games
where they were short points for the
$10,000, the Raes still took home ap-
proximately $900 each show.

If you have ever wondered about
what happens backstage when you
are waiting for your turn to play fast
money, Brent Rae says they put ear-
phones on you and blast music and
there is a producer giving you hand
signals to be ready to take them off,
and then you run right out ready to

McGinny Photography
mcginnyphotography@gmail.com
Phone: 226-456-4364
Like and follow on Facebook and Instagram

go.

The whole process and time commit-
ment for the show was a lot, and there
was a point that the Raes wondered
if they should continue. People don’t
know it, but the family made a trip to
Toronto for a scheduled date and got
six minutes away from the condo they
rented to do their hair and makeup
when they got a message that they
wouldn’t be needed. There was nev-
er a guarantee as it just depended on
whether families kept winning.

“We owe it to our community,” Don
Rae said.

Seeing the reaction from the commu-
nity this week on social media, it is
a good thing that they did continue.
Don Rae’s favourite part of the show
was playing the game with his family
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and seeing how they all reacted un-
der pressure.

One thing the Rae’s all agree on is
the experience was fun and exciting.
The trips home from Toronto were
great talking about the show, and the
support from family, friends and the
community has been incredible.

“Watching back and seeing it with ev-
eryone has been the most fun,” Banks
said

For those watching on Valentine’s Day
when a member of the D’Souza fam-
ily announced her pregnancy, Banks
was in the middle of giving birth to
her third little boy.

Congratulations to Banks and the
rest of the Rae family!
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St. Marys council proclaims Feb. 19-23 Kin Canada Week
.

By Wendy Lamond

The week of Feb. 19-23 has been pro-
claimed Kin Canada Week.

Feb. 20 is Founders Day, marking the
day the organization was started in
Hamilton, Ont. in 1920. The Kinsmen
and Kinettes of St. Marys sent a proc-
lamation request to the town, which
was approved at a recent council
meeting.

“We are very fortunate to have an ac-
tive Kinette Club and Kinsmen Club
in our community,” St. Marys Mayor
Al Strathdee said. “The family of Kin
have contributed to our community in
so many ways, touching many lives.
It is with gratitude that council has
made the proclamation of Kin Canada
Week as a gesture of recognition and
thanks for all the great work done to
help our community.”

The Kin Flag will be flown at town
hall for a week to show appreciation
for all past and present volunteer
members that selflessly give of their
time. The flag will be raised on Feb.
20 at 4p.m.

Both the Kinsmen and Kinette clubs
of St. Marys, like all service clubs, are
a vital part of our town. The money

RANEDPN®

they raise from events goes back into
the community and towards Kin Can-
ada’s main fundraiser in support of
Canadians with cystic fibrosis.

For the Kinsmen, Kin Summer Fest,
the Kinsmen fruit sale and the Christ-
mas tree pick-up are just a few of the
many initiatives club members busy
themselves with.

“It’s a real honour to have the Town of
St. Marys raise the Kin Flag in recog-
nition of the many years of service the
clubs have provided the town,” said
club president CIliff Sterritt. “As well,
having the flag visible for all to see
during Kin Week is a good reminder
to the citizens of St. Marys that the

Kin Clubs are here to serve the com-
munity’s greatest needs.”

According to St. Marys Kinette pres-
ident Terri Iredale, there are 371 Kin
Canada Clubs coast to coast with 4,600
members across the country. The St.
Marys Kinette club currently has 18
members, and the Kinsmen have 24.

The St.Marys Kinette Club is also cel-
ebrating its 55th year in service this
year, commemorating their official
charter night on March 1, 1969, at the
St. Marys Legion.

Phyllis Spearin was a charter mem-
ber and reflected on what the club
means to her and what changes she
has noticed over the last 55 years.

“The people I have met and the life-
long friendships I've made over 55
years are truly a blessing to me. I'm
still participating in the club and feel
it is my way to pay back to my club
and community,” she said.

“A couple of big changes I've seen
over the years are when we started
out 55 years ago, your husband had to
be a Kinsmen for you to join Kinettes.
Also, the governing structure of na-
tional, district and zone levels have
changed and amalgamated to accom-

LIFE IS BETTER WITH QUADRO'S
RELIABLE, LOCAL INTERNET
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modate the drop in memberships
throughout service clubs in general.”

She went on to say that joining the
Kinsmen and Kinettes was one of the
best decisions of her and her hus-
band’s lives.

The Kinettes are not currently plan-
ning anything for the 55th anniversa-
ry other than a few celebratory events
at their club meeting.

On March 2, the club will host a St.
Patrick’s Day Pub Night at the Le-
gion and, on March 3, the club will
host the draw at Snapping Turtle Cof-
fee Roasters for the club’s Fill Your
Fridge Lottery. Also, coming up on
Easter Weekend is the ever-popular
annual Easter Egg Hunt.

Feb. 24 is National Day of KINdness
and the Kinettes are handing out kids
activity sheets and treats at a few lo-
cations in town. So far this year, the
club has served a community dinner,
sold poinsettias and delivered Meals
on Wheels.

Congratulations to the St. Marys Ki-
nettes on 55 years of service and to all
Kin as they celebrate Founders day
for Kin Canada Week.
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The TriCounty

We have 2 Bravos this week.

1) Bravo to Mary Smith for anoth-
er fascinating double article on
the Wright family, the forebears
of the celebrated Canadian artist
Kent Monkman who was born in

We have 1 Boo this week.

1) Boo to the Town of St. Marys.
While they really do a fantastic
job the majority of the time, why,
when the town is full of dog-own-
ing families, can they not use a

Foodgrains Group
thanks community and
shares plans for 2024

By Nikki Taylor

Thanks to the community’s gener-
ous support and the government'’s
four-to-one matching program,
the TriCounty Foodgrains Group
raised approximately $30,000 this
year to help end hunger in our
world.

A partnership between East Nis-
souri Union Church, St. Marys
Presbyterian Church and St.
Marys First Baptist Church, the
Tri-County Foodgrains Group is
run exclusively by volunteers. We
grow crops that are sold at the
St. Marys Farmers Market with
all proceeds being donated to
the cause. Generous donations of
crops, plants and land from the
Hitching Post, Petals and Foliage,
Janie Gras and Sheila Greason
are much appreciated and greatly

contribute to this project’s success.

For 2024, volunteers have decid-
ed to grow red and white potatoes,
onions and squash for sale at the
market.

A Music Night fundraiser show-
casing the talents of Chet Grea-
son and Aimee Jesso of The Bone
Radlers will be held at St. Marys
First Baptist Church on Sept. 21 at
7:30 p.m. A freewill offering will
be accepted from attendees at that
time.

We are always looking for new
volunteers and supporters of the
project If you would like more in-
formation or would like to get in-
volved, please contact Bob Pickel
at (519)-461-1400 or Nikki Taylor
at (226)-921-6178.

See you at the Market!

Overheard at the Coffee Shep

Proudly sponsored by: (11, %u'ém.

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON - (519) 284-4555

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others?
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title
"Overheard at The Coffee Shop”, call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!
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St. Marys.

2) Bravo and thank you to the per-
son that cleaned out my laneway
on Church St. S last week.

pet-friendly ice melter instead of
the rock salt currently used? Our
dogs and the other dogs we notice
holding their legs up during their
morning walks would be forever
grateful. I'm sure you can do bet-
ter.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

be considered.

Quote of the Week

“Reports of Alexei Navalny’s death are tragic and horrifying.
An unwavering advocate for Russian democracy and freedom,
his courage was unparalleled. To be clear: He should never
have been imprisoned to begin with. Let this be an important
reminder that we must continue to promote, protect, and
defend democracy everywhere. The consequences of not doing
so are stark.”

- Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, Feb. 16,
commenting on the death of Alexei Navalny in a Russian

prison.
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Perth County approves a
12.31 per-cent tax levy

for 2024

By Amanda Modaragamage, Local
Journalism Initiative Reporter

At the regular Perth County Council
meeting Feb. 15, Perth County coun-
cil approved the 2024 capital and
operating budgets with a 12.31 per-
cent increase to the levy, totalling
$22,198,354.

This is an increase of $2,432,781
over last year’s budget.

The programs and projects approved
for this year's budget are influenced
by the county’s corporate strategic
plan for 2023 through 2026. The
five main goals of the plan include
growth and economic development,
regionalization and service effec-
tiveness, customer service excel-
lence, community development and
planning, and corporate sustainabil-
ity.

“We acknowledge that this is a dif-
ficult tax year,” said Corey Bridges,
the county’s manager of finance and
treasurer, at the meeting. “Munic-
ipal staff continue to work towards
maintaining current service levels
and addressing corporate priorities
while striving to ensure resilien-
cy, sustainability and accountability
from the corporation.

“We took a refreshed approach to
the development of our streamlined
budget package this year. The coun-
ty is experiencing budget pressures
similar to those of other municipal-
ities across the province. This year,
inflationary pressures were the pri-
mary source of increased expenses
across all service areas.”

Hitching Post

(2009 e,

480 Queen St W
St. Marys
519-284-2360

The 2024 Budget was initially pre-
sented to council in December 2023
and then later, the treasurer deliv-
ered capital and operating budget
presentations over several council
meetings in January.

A dedicated capital levy increase of
1.06 per cent was approved to con-
tinue to move the county’s asset
management plan forward.

The operational levy increase of
11.25 per cent will ensure the main-
tenance of the current service levels
and address corporate priorities.

“Council is confident that this bud-
get supports the continued excellent
programs delivered by the county,”
said county Warden Rhonda Eh-
goetz. “I look forward to seeing the
completion of some exciting projects
in the county in 2024.”

Some of those projects include the
completion of the courthouse cam-
pus, completion of the new Official
Plan, road, bridge and culvert re-
placement projects, public works
and paramedic fleet vehicle replace-
ments, and the regional automated
external defibrillators (AED) pro-
gram.

“Staff work hard each day to deliv-
er efficient and effective services
across Perth County,” said county
CAOQO Lori Wolfe. “All of our programs
and services are connected back to
the goals and objectives of the coun-
ty’s strategic plan, and we appreciate
council’s support of that vision and
the work we do.”
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The latest municipal news
from the Town of St. Marys

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'’S DAY
March 8,1 PM | Friendship Centre

Join the St. Marys Friendship Centre on
Friday, March 8 at 1 PM for their free 2024
International Women’s Day event!
Pre-registration is required.

townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-3272

SPRING AQUATICS PROGRAMS

Registration for spring aquatics programs
is now open! Sign up for:
o Aquafit
e | aneswim
e Public swim
¢ Family swim
townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

AQUATICS LEADERSHIP COURSE
OPPORTUNITIES

Want to become a lifeguard?
Registration is now open for the Swim
Instructor, Bronze Medallion/Emergency
First Aid and Bronze Cross courses.

townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

CAMP PRC

Registration is now open for the following
camps:

e March Break Camp (March 11 - 15)

e PA Day Camps

o Summer Camp (starting July 2)

e Specialty Summer Camps at the Quarry
townofstmarys.com/campprc or 519-284-2160

SHOWER PROGRAM
Thursdays, 9 AM -1 PM | Pyramid Centre

This program provides free showers to
those in need. Showers are private,
secure and accessible for individuals of
all abilities.

Visit Guest Services or call 519-284-2160

Contactus

519-284-2340
communications@town.stmarys.on.ca
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Senior of the Week

SUBMIT
YOUR
SENIOR
OF THE
WEEK:®

We are always looking for new
Seniors of the Week. To
nominate your senior of the
week call 519-284-0041 or email
info@stmarysindependent.com

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 or
info@stmarysindependent.com.

1. Worship of Krishna
is observed by which
Religious Faith?

2. From which country
does Gouda cheese
originate?

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

3. What was Disney's
first animated movie?

4. What sport is dubbed the "king of sports"?

5. In little red riding hood, who does the
wolf dress up as?

6. Area 51 is located in which U.S state?
7. What is the loudest animal on Earth?

8. In what type of matter are atoms most
tightly packed?

9. Pikachu is from what fictional universe?

10. For what movie did Steven Spielberg win
his first Oscar for best director?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

COMMUNITY

Friendship Centre to celebrate
International Women's Day with
energetic, inspiring afternoon

By Emily Stewart

The Friendship Centre will be hosting an afternoon
social for International Women'’s Day to inspire and
engage the community.

The centre’s event will begin at 1 p.m. on March
8. The afternoon will be filled with guest speakers,
snacks and socializing.

"It is a pretty energetic vibe just with the people
that do come, and they celebrate and motivate,” said
Pauline White, the senior wellness services coordi-
nator at St. Marys Friendship Centre.

The Friendship Centre will feature Anne Innes,
who served on the United Nations’ (UN) Associa-
tion for Country Women of the World for four years,
as the keynote speaker. At the Friendship Centre’s
event, she will talk about her experience with trust-
ees and what she learned about the status of wom-
en. Innes ran educational programs for immigrants,
newcomers and rural parents struggling with iso-
lation, and attended the UN’s 2022 International
Women's Day Event in New York.

The event will also have Frances Taylor of the Hu-
ron Perth Seniors Mental Health and Addictions
Response Team talking about factors impacting old-
er women'’s mental health and directing attendees
to resources. Jenn Taylor of The Local Community

Food Centre will also address food insecurity. The
Friendship Centre selects guest speakers whose
work ties into the yearly International Women'’s
Day theme, this year’s being “Inspire Inclusion.”

"I think education employs growth, and together-
ness builds a sense of community which leads to
empowerment,” White said. “So, all things consid-
ered, we can inspire inclusion for everyone with
our words and actions.”

The Friendship Centre has hosted International
Women'’s Day events since 2018 and always has a
strong turnout. The centre saw 120 people attend
the event in 2023. Even during the height of the
COVID-19 Pandemic when events were held over
Zoom meetings, 70 people attended the event.

White said the event is for all genders and ages,
with young women popping into the Friendship
Centre and men baking desserts to be served. Ad-
mission is free and donations will be accepted for
the Friendship Centre and the Local Community
Food Centre.

To register for the Friendship Centre’s Interna-
tional Women'’s Day event, visit in-person at the
Friendship Centre, online via anc.ca.apm.active-
communities.com/townofstmarys/home or call
519-284-3272.
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Significant public
feedback received for
proposed new Perth
County Official Plan

Perth East farm owner John Van Nes was one of many who asked questions per-
taining to the proposed Perth County official plan at a public meeting in Milverton
last week. Seated from left are Perth County planner Andrea Hachler with planning
associate Aubree Erickson. Photo by Gary West

By Gary West

There was a capacity crowd of more
than 350 Perth East area ratepayers
in attendance at the Perth East Rec-
reation Complex to discuss the latest
draft copy of Perth County’s proposed
official plan.

The public meeting was the fourth
and final hosted in the county’s low-
er-tier municipalities, with feedback
from each compiled for council to con-
sider before approving the draft plan.
Other community meetings were pre-
viously held in Listowel, Mitchell and
St. Pauls.

Following an hour long video presen-
tation by WSP planning consultant
Matt Alexander, many of the residents
in attendance lined up to ask ques-
tions about the proposed plan.

There were many Perth County coun-
cillors in attendance including Perth
County Warden Rhonda Ehgoetz, who
is also the Mayor of Perth East.

“It was good to get the feedback and
see that local ratepayers are engaged
and are willing to express their con-
cerns about the new official plan that
is proposed,” she said. “They are up-
dating a document that is 25 years old
with policies that need to be updated
for growth and future development of
Perth County. The county is looking
at where the growth should happen
for the next 20 years and we want to

ensure good planning practices are in
place.”

The countyis alsolooking atlong-term
housing and employment-growth po-
tential.

The county is predominantly agri-
culture, so staff and council are look-
ing at agricultural issues, second-
ary farm occupations, and retail and
small-to-medium scale commercial
and industrial businesses.

While updating the official plan can
be a daunting task, Ehgoetz said
council wants to make sure the coun-
ty gets it right. She feels the biggest
issue with the official plan councillors
are hearing about is the new natu-
ral-heritage land designation.

Many residents, including area farm-
ers, have concerns with what it means
and how it will affect their property.

She said council is trying to answer
all the questions and they want to
work with the ratepayers along with
their consultants to help them get a
better understanding of what is hap-
pening.

The warden said she feels that
through the recent public meet-
ings, council and staff will be able to
achieve a new official plan that maps
the future growth of Perth.

More info is available at perthcounty.
ca
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Host families needed for international students
staying in Stratford, St. Marys

By Galen Simmons

A company that works to bring in-
ternational high school students to
study at Canadian schools and expe-
rience what life has to offer here is
looking for local families to provide
lodging and help foster truly Canadi-
an experiences for students that will
be attending Avon Maitland District
schools starting in September.

MLI Homestay, a division of MLI Ed-
ucation Group, is specifically looking
for families in Stratford, St. Marys,
Goderich and Listowel to volunteer
as host families, something MLI com-
munity engagement and social media
specialist Jodi Anderson says is cru-
cial to international students getting
the most of their stay in Canada.

“They’re basically part of the fami-
ly” Anderson said. “They need their
own bedroom ... they make their
own breakfast and usually their own
lunch, but hopefully they have dinner
together and just integrate in Canadi-
an life. It helps them with their lan-
guage; obviously they gain so much
English in just communicating (with
the host family). The family also helps
with their independence in navigat-
ing wherever they live.

“Some kids come and they're in Van-
couver, B.C., or Toronto, but a lot of
them come and actually really want to
have a more rural experience. We're
seeing the program grow in Avon
Maitland ... because kids want to be
in just not as busy a place.”

Students typically stay with their
host families for anywhere between
three and 12 months. A large part of

the experience international students
look for while in Canada is the abili-
ty to participate in Canadian life with
their host family. This includes enjoy-
ing various foods they have heard or
read about, participating in the week-
ly family routine, and extracurricular
activities they may not have at home
such as skating, ice fishing, skiing,
hiking through a forest, or even go-
ing to a local supermarket to see the
various foods we have on our shelves.

Anderson said families are fully com-
pensated for all food expenses in-
curred by their students and the stu-
dents come to Canada with their own
spending money.

“Families can come in all shapes
and sizes. It could be a single mom,
it could be a couple with a young kid
or high-school kids, or empty nesters,
or theyre retired. Basically, students
really just need to have their own
private bedroom with a comfy bed, a

window and access to the bathroom,”

she said.

MLI Homestay is looking for people
to apply to be primary host families
as well as respite hosts who can step
in as a backup and provide housing
in the event a primary host family
has something come up that prevents
them from fulfilling their duties.

The company is looking for families
to apply now so it can begin match-
ing families with students in April
and May, well ahead of the start of the
school year in September.

For more information and to apply to
be a host family, www.mlihomestay.
com.

Chicken Week at Delmar

25 Bouth Service Rd_ Et. Marys (517 345 2022)

CHICKEN TENDERS $8.99/1KG OR 2 FOR § 16
EVERYTHING BAGEL, SPICY, OR BUTTERMILK*

More Specials and Features

Stemmlar's Chicken Schnitzel $7.99/1b
TCF Breaded Chicken Bun mf?ﬂﬁd; 2 for $10

TCF Colossal Chicken

TCF Ultra Chicken Broast $26.49/2k
TCF Marinated Chicken Thighs 53 99/1b
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® DELMARFOODS

MNarch 7 & 21 FOOD FACTORY OUTLET

/# Full automotive repair services
/# Diagnostics .~ Alignments

~ Safeties .~ Tire Sales

/ Honest and Friendly Service

Ph: 519-284-1302 | info@harrisgreigauto.com [
Hours: M-Th 8-5:30, Fri 8-5 | 402 Queen Street W., St. Marys, ON

Your locally owned and family run anmnn
* Pharmacist Consultations
* Medication Reviews
* Compliance Packaging

¢ Chronic Disease Management
¢ Immunization and Injection Services
¢ Free Delivery

155 QUEEN STREET EAST, 5T. MARYS ON | PHONE: 519 284 1380
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ONEXBUS secures St. Marys bus-stop locations

By Galen Simmons

After launching a route serving Strat-
ford residents at the beginning of this
year, ONEXBUS will soon be serving
residents of St. Marys as it prepares
to announce a few new stops in town.

In a post to the St. Marys Life Face-
book page last month, a representa-
tive of the privately owned, intercity
transit service based in Missisauga
with routes from London to Toron-
to, London to Windsor, London to
Stratford and Stratford to London via
Kitchener asked residents for feed-
back on identifying a suitable loca-
tion for a bus stop in St. Marys.

In an email last week with the Inde-
pendent, ONEXBUS dispatch man-
ager Andrea Medeiros confirmed the
company had found a few locations
for bus stops in St. Marys.

“ONEXBUS is glad to let residents
know that in the incoming weeks, we
will have secured a few stops to our
route going in and out of St. Marys for
residents to have easy and affordable
access to London, Stratford, Kitch-
ener, Brampton and Toronto,” she
said. “This experience will allow res-
idents to explore other communities
and gain access to events, festivals or
even transportation to the airport.”

photo

While the St. Marys stops have not

visit onexbus.com to find out where
buses will be stopping in St. Marys
once those stops are announced, and
to provide feedback on service to and
from St. Marys.

ONEXBUS, a leader in Ontario’s in-
tercity bus service, was founded by
John Samuel and his brother James
Sam after they decided they had had
enough of corporate bus services.
They set out to change how bus oper-
ation works in Ontario by introducing
their family-owned Ontario corpo-
ration dedicated to supporting local
communities.

“We were looking at ways we could
connect smaller communities that
didnt have any transportation
means, and we wanted to provide a
much-needed service,” Samuel told
the Stratford Times after the service
launched in the Festival City.

With the goal of enhancing custom-
er experience, ONEXBUS currently
offers services throughout the week
and on weekends, with routes sched-
uled to leave as early as 6 a.m. and
arrive home as late as 11:15 p.m.

ONEXBUS offers reasonably priced
tickets. Stratford to London or Kitch-
ener starts at $12.99 one-way, and a

A representative from ONEXBUS has confirmed the company has secured a few
bus-stop locations in St. Marys to be announced in the coming weeks. Submitted

destinations page on the ONEXBUS Stratford-to-Toronto ticket starts at

yet been added to the routes and website, residents are encouraged to $20.99.

Legion

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
PERTH REGIMENT VETERANS
BRANCH 236 ST MARYS

HOURS
TUE -THU 3PM - 777
FRI NOON TILL 27?7
SAT - NOON TILL CLOSING

HOT DOG / SAUSAGE FRIDAY
AT NOON
MEAT DRAW SAT AT 5 PM
20 CHANCES FOR MEAT PRIZES,
PLUS A 50/50 DRAW

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE HALL FOR RENT
66 CHURCH STREET NORTH,
ST MARYS 519 284-2267
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INSURANCE
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HOME FrARM COMMERCIAL AUTO

ST. MARYS - THORNDALE
EMBRO - THAMESFORD
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info@hendersonyost.com | www.hendersonyost.com

= *
— 7T
=N T 4
. ( u T 3
/ \

McCullys
Hill Farm

Preserve of the Month
10% off McCully's Pepper Jelly

McCully's Maple Syrup Festival
McCully's tasty Maple Syrup Festival and Pancake Brunch will run every
Saturday and Sunday (except March 31st) in March.

Come out for a tour of the farm and the Sugar Shack and enjoy a
delicious brunch featuring McCully's own maple syrup, pancakes, baked
beans and sausages.

Saturday, March 2nd - Saturday, March 30th
(closed Easter Sunday, March 31st)
10am.-2p.m.

McCully's Makes Meal Prep Fast & Simple

McCully’s carries locally produced, four wood blend BBQ smoker pellets.
Check out our selection of ready-made meals. We offer a wide variety of
meat pies and soups, along with baked beans, chili, shepard's pie, pulled

pork and beef stew. Don't forget to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, maple

butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

Store Hours for February
Open Friday 10-5; Saturday 9-5 and Sunday 10-5

4074 Perth Line #9, St. Marys, ON. N4X 1C5
www.mccullys.ca « 519-284-2564
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT GRANTHAVEN.COM
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Saturday Is the Coldest nght of the Year

it’s cold
out here

McDonald’s Restaurant is the lead sponsor of this year’s Coldest Night of the
Year walk in St. Marys. Pictured from left are Gabriella Mathieson, CNOY event
campaign leader Pamela Zabel, Jordan Bucht, and store owner Kerry Prober. Con-

tributed photo

By Stewart Grant

This Saturday, Feb. 24 is the fourth-annual Coldest
Night of the Year (CNQOY) walk, a family friendly
fundraising event in support of people experienc-
ing hurt, hunger and homelessness in our commu-
nity.

Pamela Zabel, volunteer CNOY event campaign
leader, told the Independent the event is seeing
great support from the community again this year.

"The St. Marys residents are really ramping up
participation in St. Marys Coldest Night of the Year
in 2024 with over 140 walkers. Thirty-seven teams
have already signed up and many walkers continue
to register at cnoy.org. We anticipate that we will
reach the fundraising goal of $56,000. Donations
are still accepted throughout the month of March to
support local United Way Perth-Huron initiatives
such as Nourish Market and Community Outreach
Worker.”

Check-in for Saturday’s walk begins at 4 p.m. at the
2/3 Hall in the Pyramid Recreation Center (PRC)
with opening ceremonies scheduled for 5 p.m.

“Volunteer firefighters will join us again this year,
along with the ‘Chilly Unicorns’ team and some
amazing fundraising teams,” Zabel added. “Walkers
will be greeted after the walk by GoodMood Giant
Polar Bear. Team spirits are bound to be high while
walking together as a community to support people
experiencing hurt, hunger and housing insecurity.”

At 6 p.m., chef Nathan Brown will be serving two

TD Canada Trust is among the many local businesses and organizations showing
their support for the CNOY event which takes place this Saturday. Pictured in the
back row, from left are Melissa Wakem, Nicole Crawford, Diana Bordman, Joel
Azzano, Cheryl Brooks, Cheryl Bester (branch manager) and Sahil Chawla. In the

front row from left are Shelly Galloway and Ven Anusuri. Contributed photo
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delicious soups from produce typically supplied at
the biweekly Nourish Market. McDonald’s cookies
will round out the snack meal.

Gwen Bradley, who is volunteer CNOY route lead-
er and event organizer, reminds residents to please
watch out for walkers and volunteers throughout
St. Marys on Saturday to keep everyone safe.

“We are still in need of a few more volunteers to
staff corners around town,” said Bradley. “If you
have two or three hours on Saturday night, please
consider joining us to make this the best Coldest
Night of the Year walk ever. Sign up at cnoy.org/
volunteer.”

DELIVERY
DRIVER
WANTED

We are looking to add to our team and are seeking a driver to deliver copies
of our Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette newspaper from St. Marys to pick-up loca-

tions throughout New Hamburg, Tavistock, Stratford and surrounding area.
Once a week, every Thursday from roughly 7:30 am - 1:30 pm

Applicant must be responsible and have own vehicle.
Please send resume to Stewart Grant at stew@granthaven.com.




St. Marys Independent

Thursday, February 22, 2024

COMMUNITY

Student Summer Company grant applications
open for ages 15-29

By Lisa Chester

Area students with that all-import-
ant entrepreneurial spirit once again
have the opportunity to get the finan-
cial and organizational support they
need to launch a business of their
own this summer.

The Student Summer Company grant
is made available to students aged
15-29 through the Ontario Ministry of
Economic Development Job Creation
and Trade. The grant is for $3,000 in
total and is available to those with a
new business idea they wish to pur-
sue for the summer period rather
than taking the traditional summer
job route.

“I'm grateful to the Province of On-
tario and the Ministry of Economic
Development, Job Creation and Trade
for their continued support of young
entrepreneurs through the Summer
Company Grant program,” said Joani
Gerber, CEO of investStratford in a

press release. “Their funding allows
us to continue to deliver mentorship,
training and support to the next gen-
eration of business owners.”

The grant is administered through
the Stratford Perth Centre for Busi-
ness (SPCB) and encompasses the
Stratford, St Marys and Perth Coun-
ty region. The centre assists the new
entrepreneurs in business practices
they will need to succeed including
how to draft a business plan, how to
register and insure their business,
marketing strategies and how to re-
cord expenses and profits.

Applications are open to those in high
school and post-secondary schools
who have not received the Student
Summer Company grant before and
who intend to continue with their ed-
ucation after the business period. The
summer company program typically
runs for eight weeks for high school
students and 12 weeks for post-sec-

ondary students. The new business
cannot be an extension of an existing
family business.

Successful candidates will receive
half of the grant money up front and
the remaining half at the end of the
program with proof that they have
performed in their business suc-
cessfully. Types of businesses creat-
ed in the past included landscaping,
swim instruction, website design, so-
cial-media marketing for small busi-
nesses, and YouTube content cre-
ation.

Historically, about half of the grant
recipients have indicated they would
like to carry on in business. In fact,
about 20 per cent of recipients con-
tinue operating their business on a
part-time basis. There are usually
about 20 applicants and seven grants
available. One application for 2024
has already been approved so there
are six spaces remaining. Applicants

are encouraged to submit early.

“This year, we've seen an explosion
of interest in the Summer Company
program from students looking to
spend their summer exploring en-
trepreneurship and learning how to
handle running their own business
in a time that will present multiple
challenges for them to overcome,”
said Holly Mortimer, SPCB business
advisor.

The Stratford Perth Centre for Busi-
ness runs events throughout the year
to support business and connect en-
trepreneurs. It also offers individual
consultations and advice and is the
access point for funding and pro-
grams to support start-up and estab-
lished businesses.

For more information on this pro-
gram and to apply, visit https://www.
stratfordperthbusiness.ca. The appli-
cation deadline is May 17, 2024.

Perth Regiment Veterans

donate to St.

Marys

Minor Hockey

=
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Bim Graham, president of the Perth Regiment Veterans Branch 236 R.C.L, pres-
ents a cheque for $1,500 to Mark Brintnell of St. Marys Minor Hockey in the mem-
bers lounge at the St. Marys Legion. The donated money comes from the veterans’
group's lottery fund and is meant to support local youth groups and programming.
Graham says minor hockey is just one of the many youth programs the group
supports through its lottery licence. Photo courtesy of Perth Regiment Veterans
Branch 236 R.C.L.

GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY HOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVEL

NEWFOUNDLAND &
LABRADOR

JULY 29 - AUGUST 9, 2024

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332
agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street,
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50025796
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St. Marys Yoga Chapple to close its doors by

month’s end

By Wendy Lamond

The Yoga Chapple, located above the
Flour Mill, will be closing up shop at
the end of the month.

The Chapple Studio was originally
started in Stratford in 2017 by twins
Claire and Joanie Chapple. When
Covid hit, the sisters had a chance to
start new in St. Marys, a community
they adored, and they fell in love with
the space in the Flour Mill building.
It was a smooth transition as a lot of
their clients in Stratford were from
St. Marys.

The sisters brought their unique
skills and the business was described
by yoga student Carol Rothwell as
a yoga chapel where life, love and
laughter flow freely When asked
why they are leaving, they said it is
because they feel like they have out-
grown the space where they are and
they had a good opportunity come up
to move to Belfast, Ireland.

The last day of classes is Feb. 29 -
which will be a mini goodbye party
and everyone is welcome to come —
and the duo flies out on March 13.

“We're both in denial about leaving,
but we're excited about what comes
next,” Claire Chapple said noting she
and her sister are planning to be in
Ireland for about five months.

When asked what they will miss most
about St. Marys, they both agreed it is
all the friends they made, the beau-
tiful town and all of the great busi-
nesses. They were greeted here with
open arms and are so appreciative of
how great the community has been.

Opening the business seven years
ago offered a place for people to come
and be themselves. The only rule for
the studio is there is no judgement of
others and yourself.

The two are calling the change “a
terribly beautiful move.” They want
to thank the community for embrac-
ing them, and for the support they
received. There is nothing negative
about why they are leaving and want
the town to know that they will be
back.

“Joanie and Claire have built more
than a yoga studio,” Rothwell said.
“They have built a warm and inviting
safe space for women to come and
grow. It has flourished into a positive
atmosphere where a collective group
of women connect with each other
with the intention of building a better
version of ourselves, not only physi-
cally but mentally and emotionally.

“It is a space to share life’s journeys
and experiences and struggles. It is a
space to connect with each other and
build each other up and to heal. I will
miss The Yoga Chapple where this
community of strong women meet,
and I will miss Joanie and Claire’s
bright personalities and positive and
palpable energy they brought into St.
Marys.”

To follow along with the Chapples’
travels in Ireland, check out The
Yoga Chapple on Instagram. Joanie
is hoping to start a blog for the com-
munity to follow and they are looking
forward to what comes next, but will
miss the town immensely.

When social

Sisters Joanie and Claire Chapple are closing up their yoga studio at the end of the
month and are heading to new adventures on a sabbatical in Ireland. Ana Sorys

St Marys Insurance Group Inc

media blocks your

WE ARE MOVING!

OUR NEW OFFICE WILL BE
LOCATED AT 199 ELGIN ST. EAST

access to the
news, turn to your
local newspaper.

We are pleased to be welcoming our clients at
the new location starting on February 27th
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Continental Cup at St.
Marys Curling Club

St. Marys Curling Club hosted its annual Continental Cup bonspiel last weekend
with 32 curlers participating. The fun, two-day tournament, sponsored by Tim Hor-
tons, featured four different formats of curling: standard, tankard, doubles and
skins. Team yellow is pictured above after winning the Continental Cup trophy.
Team members were Graham Rae (captain), Jason Blum, Adam Hudson, Allison
St. Louis, Brad Everett, Brady St. Louis, Derek Galloway, Doug Blowes, Doug
Ranton, Eilis Weber, Greg Bentz, Jason Clarke, Joan Blowes, Laura Hinz, Marjie
Westerveld, and Tom Westerveld. Contributed photo
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TAX REMINDER

All Interim Tax Bills have been mailed.
The First Interim Tax Installment is due on

FEBRUARY 28, 2024

You can make payments through Telephone Banking/Online Banking
(allow 3-5 business days for processing), ATM, at most financial
institutions, or by mail. We also offer payment by cash, cheque or debit
card at the Municipal Office. Post-dated cheques are accepted. NEW
Online Credit Card Payment option. Please visit Thames Centre
website for more information. Our office is open, to receive payments,
from 8:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. Monday to Friday. After 4:30 p.m., a payment
slot is located to the left of the office door.

Failure to receive a bill does not exempt you from paying on time. If you
have not yet received your tax notice, please call the Municipal Office at
519-268-7334.

Please make sure your payment is received at our office by
4:30 p.m. on February 28, 2024.

Penalty/Interest of 1.25% will be charged on the first day of default and the
first day of each month thereafter, per the Municipal Act. 2001 s. 345 (2).

Would you like to receive your property taxes / water billings
electronically?

The Municipality of Thames Centre offers the option of receiving your
property tax bills and water bills by e-mail. Please contact the tax
department for more information at
(519) 268-7334 or inquiries@thamescentre.on.ca or

download the form at www.thamescentre.on.ca
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Local talent on display
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Pictured is Noel Banavage, a local St. Marys musician playing one of his many in-
struments to a welcoming crowd at Snapping Turtle Coffee Roasters on Saturday,
Feb. 17. He had a good seat right in the front window. Nancy Bickell photo
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A leading financial advisor
just happens to be your
neighbour.

We build client investment portfolios utilizing an
institutional approach allocating to the highest
quality public and private securities.

Give us a call to learn more about how our approach
would benefit you and your family.

Jamie C. Hodgins, CIM, FMA, FCSI
Portfolio Manager, Senior Investment Advisor

640 Colborne Street, TEL  519.432.6744
London, ON N6B 2Vv2 CELL 519.851.7484
mapledene.ca EMAIL jhodgins@mandevillepc.com

%alﬂedene MANDEVILLE

Regulated by Canadian Investment Regulatory Organization.
Member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund.
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Lincolns honour two great teams from the past

‘92-’93 and ‘93-'94 teams both finished first with 84 wins in 104 regular-season games

By Pat Payton (Special to the Independent)

Two of the best teams in St. Marys Lincolns’ histo-
ry were honoured last Friday at the Royal Canadi-
an Legion and the PRC.

The 1992-93 and 1993-94 teams both finished in
first place in the Western Conference with iden-
tical 42-8-2 records. The Lincs’” Alumni Group
hosted the two teams, with former players, bench
staff, management, and executives attending the
reunion.

There are good reasons these teams were the class
of their league from the fall of 1992 to the spring
of 1994. In the two seasons combined, the Lincolns
went 84-16-4 in 104 regular-season games. At the
time, the regular season included 52 games.

Those won-loss records have never been matched
by any other St. Marys team in almost seven de-
cades.

1992-93 season

Starting with the 1992-93 squad, who were West-
ern Conference finalists, the roster included: Ryan
Lindsay, Steve DuBarry, Dan Schiedel, Jason Hey-
wood, Dan Wildfong, Sheldon Mustard, Les McGre-
gor, Jody Eidt, Mike Hodgert, Dave Landers, Steph
Audet, Sheldon Lacroix, Mike Yeoman, Steve Pap-
ple, Chris Gaylor, Jason Martin, Scott Richardson,
Dave Evans, Sean Oliver, Neil Ethier, Mark Rigby,
Jason Glover, and goalies Mike Minard and Tyson
Johnson.

Rick Bradford was the General Manager, and Mike
Bannerman was the dedicated trainer.

The 1992-93 Lincs’ executive consisted of: Pres-
ident Marty Thomson, Vice-President Jacques
Cousineau, Treasurer Al Young, Secretary Bruce
Symons, and directors Don Bartolacci, Bev Coveny,
Andy Mallilieu, Fred Gracey, Scott Graham, Bob
Frayne, Chris Bradley, and Don Vanstone.

Associate Directors were John Morton, Rob Mc-
Naughton and John Carruthers, and life member
was Don Grantham.

Dave MacQueen and Gerry Seguin were coaches
of the ‘92-'93 team. I believe that MacQueen was
the best coach to ever stand behind the Lincolns’
bench.

MacQueen and Seguin were a good tandem. Seguin
played six years in the league and he knew how
to play defence. ‘Siggy’ shared that knowledge and
taught his defencemen how to properly defend.

16-year-old centre Ryan Lindsay led the team in
scoring with 33 goals and 85 points. Steve DuBarry
and Dan Wildfong had 68 and 65 points, respec-
tively, and captain Dan Schiedel added 54 points.

That season, the Lincolns scored 83 powerplay
goals..

f

The Lincolns’ Alumni Group honoured two great St. Marys teams from the past at the Royal Canadian Legion
and the PRC last Friday night. Both the 1992-93 and 1993-94 Lincs teams posted very impressive 42-8-2 records
and finished in first place in the Western Conference. Members of the two squads who returned for the reunion
were introduced on the ice following the first period of last Friday's game. From left are: Trainer Mike Banner-
man, Nathan Perrott, Mark Rigby, Scott Richardson, Steve Papple, Paul O’Shea, Jason Martin, Martin Kearns,
Jason Heywood, Dave Evans, Gordie Dulmage, Steve DuBarry, D.J. Deline, and Steph Audet. Pat Payton photo

Following the season, Coach MacQueen voiced
an ultimatum. He wanted more “toughness” or
he wouldn’t return. He thought his team had got
pushed around by Sarnia in the league final. GM
Bradford and Head Scout Greg Clark got to work.

In the meantime, MacQueen got hired as Head
Coach of the OHLs Peterborough Petes. Terry Uni-
ac and Gerry Seguin emerged as the new Co-Head
Coaches.

1993-94 championship season

When training camp began in August of ‘93, some
big, tough, and talented recruits had arrived, in-
cluding: Nathan Perrott, John Tripp, Gord Dulmage,
Mike DeGurse, Scott Smith, Barry

Johnson, Paul O’Shea, D.]J. Deline, Joe Philbrook,
Chad Lawrence, Mark Phillips, Martin Kearns,
Lance Sleigh, Jon Schiedel, and goalie Terry Soper.

They joined returnees such as Jason Heywood,
Dan Wildfong, Les McGregor, Sheldon Lacroix,
Dave Landers, Mike Hodgert, Dave Evans, Jason
Martin, Scott Richardson, Steph Audet, and goalie
Mike Minard. Martin was named the new captain.

The ‘93-94 team scored 310 goals and allowed just
156 - that's a per-game average of just three goals
against.

The Lincs’ executive consisted of: President Mar-
ty Thomson, Vice-President Jacques Cousineau,
Treasurer Al Young, Secretary Bruce Symons, and
directors Bev Coveny, Pat Coveny, Don Bartolac-
ci, Andy Mallilieu, Fred Gracey, Bob Frayne, Chris

Bradley, John Morton and Don Vanstone.

Associate Directors included Scott Graham, Norm
Penney, Brian Reidy and Mark Nelson. A life mem-
ber was Don Grantham.

Individually, Heywood led the team with 36 goals
and 74 points, one more than Wildfong’s 73. Mc-
Gregor contributed 29 goals, Lacroix had 28, and
DeGurse posted 27.

14 players had 10 or more goals — showing the
team’s depth and talent — while 10 players had over
100 minutes in penalties.

The Lincs were very good between the pipes. Mi-
nard earned 25 regular-season wins and rookie
Soper went 17-3.

The team breezed through the first two rounds of
league playoffs before meeting the Petrolia Jets,
coached by former NHLer Mark Hunter, in the fi-
nal.

The Jets were a strong team, but the Lincs were
bigger, tougher and deeper, and won the rugged se-
ries in six games.

That was the last time Lincolns have hoisted the
league’s championship trophy. I was on the ice that
night in Petrolia taking photos and it’s hard to be-
lieve that it's been almost three decades since the
Lincs have won the league title. It shows how dif-
ficult it is to win the Western Conference, which I
believe is the most competitive division in the GO-
JHL.

Continued on page 15
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Jr. Girls claim H-P Silver, headed to WOSSAA

By Spencer Seymour

St. Marys DCVI will be represented at
the WOSSAA ‘A’ volleyball champion-
ships this week with the Junior Girls
volleyball team qualifying by advanc-
ing to the final of the Huron-Perth
playoffs last week.

Last Tuesday saw the Junior Girls
travel to the Stratford Rotary Com-
plex where they battled Mitchell for
a spot in the Huron-Perth champion-
ship game. With the pressure on, the
Salukis rose to the occasion, defeat-
ing Mitchell three sets to one with
scores of 25-20, 25-7, 25-27, and 25-
13.

Head coach Jess Chateauvert told the
Independent her team came ready to
play and hungry to earn a spot in the
league’s final match later in the week.

“The girls played with confidence
and great energy,” Chateauvert raved.
“They fed off the atmosphere in the
Agriplex where four matches were
going on at the same time. They cap-
italized on pushing balls deep into
Mitchell's backcourt and they served

NS

The St. Marys DCVI Junior Girls volleyball team came away with the Silver Me
the Huron-Perth Playoff Finals last Thursday. They qualified by defeating Mitchell
last Tuesday. Pictured in the front row, from left to right, are Alanna Savile, Re-
gan Jones, Charlotte Richardson, and Nicki Wilson. In the back row, from left, are
Coach Jess Chateauvert, Adrianna Hollestelle-Black, Cammie Lobb, Cortney Lin-
ton, Libby McCurdy, Marin Chateauvert, Katie Namink, Gracy Schlotzhauer, and

dal at

the first set, they stuck to the game
plan and the lead went back and
forth before we lost 27-25. In the next
two sets, they got down early and, al-
though they battled back at times,
they didn't attack the ball enough to
keep Stratford out of their rhythm.

“It was an exciting match with many
great rallies,” continued Chateau-
vert. “It is always exciting for a small
'A' school to compete with the big-
ger schools in our board. The team
should be very proud of winning sil-
ver in a league that continues to get
better every year.”

Energy and confidence, two of the
central elements Chateauvert men-
tioned as keys to victory against
Mitchell, have been major focuses all
season for the Junior Girls. The head
coach was happy to see all the team’s
work come to fruition in the biggest
games so far in their season.

“It was great to see them play with
energy and confidence. We talk a lot
about the fact that volleyball is such
a mental game, and positive energy is
often the difference maker. Players

tough, especially Gracy Schlotzhauer.
They were excited for the win and
the chance to play against Stratford
District again.”

The Salukis were in for a tough test
on Thursday of last week when they
took on the high-powered Stratford
District Secondary (SDSS) squad.

Naomi deVries. Contributed photo

Though the Salukis were downed in
three straight sets, they gave SDSS a
good fight. In particular, the first set
was especially close and finished 27-
25 in Stratford’s favour.

Chateauvert said they were missing
some aggression in the final two sets

but maintained a solid compete level
for much of the match.

“They went in as the underdogs to-
day, playing against a big school with
a lot of club players. Our goal was to
limit their attack and to be aggressive
ourselves in terms of an offence. In

on the court and the sidelines all con-
tributed to maintaining that positive
energy that we were looking for.”

The Junior Girls will be in London
this Thursday to compete at WOS-
SAA.

U14 A Boys ‘mentally succeed’
in 2-1 win over Strathroy

Lincs Alumni
honours two great
teams from the past

Continued from page 14

I believe the ‘93-'94 squad is the biggest and toughest team the
Lincolns have ever iced. You mix in balanced scoring, depth,
good goaltending, and solid coaching, and it added up to a
championship season. I remember Coach Uniac demanding
accountability every night, and he got it from those players.

Eight players from two teams went pro

From the two teams, six players went directly to play Major
Junior ‘A’ hockey and eight players went on to play professional
hockey at some level. They included: Lindsay, Wildfong, Hey-
wood, Glover, Tripp, Perrott, DeGurse, and Minard. Perrott,
Tripp, and Minard ascended to the NHL. From the powerhouse
teams, 11 players went on to play university hockey in either
Canada or the United States.

MacQueen also coached in the NHL with the Tampa Bay Light-
ning. He has coached pro hockey in Europe for the past 12
years — the last five in Romania.

President Thomson provided strong leadership as president
and was very accommodating to work with.

The St. Marys Lincolns helped put this town on the map and
these two teams are part of the reason the Lincs boast such a
long, rich and storied history.

By Spencer Seymour

Getting leads in the first two periods has
not been an issue for the Frayne Custom
Cabinets U14 A Boys St. Marys Rock this
season. Keeping them, on the other hand,
has been a different story.

On Monday night, that story finally flipped
with the Rock hanging on for a 2-1 playoff
victory over the Strathroy Jr. Rockets. Head
coach Todd Dittmer was beaming after the
game as he described what he saw as an
evolution in his team’s resolve between the
ears.

”

“The boys mentally succeeded tonight,
Dittmer told the Independent following the
nail-biting contest.“That’s their win tonight.
They fought for it. In the moments when we
might normally break down, they held it to-
gether. I'm extremely proud of those boys.”

Dan Dittmer got the game’s first goal at the
7:26 mark of the opening period. The even-
tual game-winner came on a nifty move
by Graeme Froud on a breakaway at 13:13
of the second. Strathroy finally got on the
board in the third, but St. Marys held on to

the one-goal margin, withstanding a late
push by the Jr. Rockets with their goalten-
der pulled in the final minute.

Coach Dittmer said the team has consistent-
ly shown improvement but, in high-pres-
sure situations, find themselves falling back
on bad habits. However, the bench boss was
pleased that didn't happen against Strath-
roy.

“We did the little things better. We didn’t do
them perfectly, but we did them better and
that was the difference tonight. That means
picking up your man on the back check,
holding your spot in the defensive zone,
and our offensive triangle with a high guy
at the top. We're getting better in all of those
areas.

“We're improving all the time but in the
high-stress times, in the past, we've revert-
ed back to our old ways,” Dittmer continued.
“That’s why, if we do the little things, we do
great. Strathroy gave us a good pushback,
especially in the third, and it was awesome
to see them hang on to it and fight for it.”
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Second-place Lincs two points back of first after
winning two of three

By Spencer Seymour

Though they won't get many style
points, the St. Marys Lincolns left
their three-game Family Day week-
end with two wins, putting them two
points behind the London Nation-
als for the Western Conference’s top
spot and two ahead of the Strathroy
Rockets. The Rockets have a game in
hand on both St. Marys and London.

The Lincolns slate of games began
last Friday when they hosted the
Komoka Kings. Though the Lincs’
36 shots on goal nearly doubled the
Kings’ 18, St. Marys struggled to take
firm control of the game. Despite the
somewhat lacklustre performance,
the Lincolns emerged with a narrow
4-3 victory. Head coach Jeff Bradley
told the Independent even though it
wasn't his squad’s best showing, the
important thing was the final result.

4

“It definitely could have been better,’
admitted Bradley. “But at this time
of the season, you need every two
points you can get, and we got them.
We've had a tough week with guys
missing every practice due to illness.
We just got a couple of defenders
back in the lineup and regardless of
how it was done, we got it done and
we got what we came for.”

One of the major factors for the
team’s less-than-stellar game was
the long list of players dealing with
an illness or returning after pro-
longed absences from the lineup, the
latter of which included Adam Bark-
ley and Josh Cornfield. Bradley said
several players showed a bit of rust
but still brought an adequate com-
pete level.

“It’s a little bit of a process getting
back to being game-ready and being
the players we all know they can be.
But considering they hadn't played
in a while, it was good enough in the
end and hopefully, we can keep get-
ting better in these next couple of
games.”

The aforementioned Barkley put
home the icebreaker with the only
goal of the first period, a slapshot
from the point. In the second, Ethan
Weir netted a powerplay marker, his
16th of the season, before the Kings
climbed back to tie the game at two
apiece with goals from Jackson Doyle
and Brody Fraleigh. However, before
the period was done, a fortuitous
bounce resulting from some strong
forechecking by Ryan Hodkinson on
the penalty kill led to the puck get-
ting by goaltender Connor Davis to
restore the Lincolns’ one-goal lead.

Brandon Abbott flashes a wry wink before leading the Lincolns out of the dressing
room last Friday. Abbott started all three of the Lincolns’ games last weekend and
made 90 saves in 180 minutes of action. Photo by Spencer Seymour

Jack Jarvis tied the game for the
Kings at the 6:41 mark of the third,
leading to a 3-3 tie which lasted until
Chase MacQueen-Spence scored the
eventual game-winner with under
three minutes left in regulation. In
addition to his goal, Barkley tallied
two assists. Noah VandenBrink also
had a pair of helpers.

Coach Bradley credited the group for
finding a way to win despite not be-
ing at their best.

“It's a good sign for sure,” Bradley
said. “We have a really good pow-
erplay and penalty kill, our special
teams are right at the top of the
league, but we haven't really had to
rely on our special

teams to win us games recently
Our special teams won us the game
(against Komoka), so that's definitely
a silver lining.”

Wheels fall off in 6-1 Murphy’s Law
loss to London

One night later, the Lincs suffered
one of their most disappointing
games of the season as the visiting
London Nationals walked into the
Pyramid Recreation Centre (PRC)
and hammered St. Marys 6-1.

According to Bradley, there was no
good news coming out of the train-
wreck defeat.

“It wasn't very good, to say the least.
Quite honestly, there is nothing pos-
itive to take away from that game.
London came in and looked like they
were angry from us taking it to them
a week prior. They looked like they
were ready to play a hockey game for

first place and we didn't, it's as sim-
ple as that.”

The Nationals were clearly the more
dialed-in team from the opening
puck drop with Zachary LeBlanc tip-
ping home the first goal of the con-
test just two minutes and 23 seconds
into the first. Joshua Lepain and Lu-
cas Chard both found the back of the
net over the next seven minutes and
14 seconds, putting the Nats ahead
3-0 before the halfway point of the
opening frame.

In the second, 13 seconds after Talan
Palmer made it a four-goal London
lead, Weir extended his goal streak
to three games to put the Lincolns
on the board. Before the second was
done, however, Palmer scored for the
second time in the period to restore
London’s four-goal advantage.

While St. Marys was significantly
better in the middle stanza, Bradley
felt it brought very little comfort.

“I thought we rebounded big time
in the second, but the problem was
it was too late. They seemed angry
and that they didn't want to quit, so
at least there is some respect earned
there, but honestly, at this time of the
season, we don’t need to encourage
small victories like that. What mat-
ters is getting these points and we
didn’t do that. I think the only possi-
ble good that could come out of that
is that we got embarrassed so bad-
ly that it develops a refusal to allow
that to happen again.”

Bradley explained how just about
every aspect of the Lincolns’ strategy
was not executed sufficiently.

“We had clear guidelines for what
the gameplan was and that was to
be as simple as possible. We know
what works for us and that is getting
their defencemen on their heels. We
wanted to pretend there wasnt even
a puck out there for the first five
minutes. We wanted support low in
our end which we didn’t get. We pan-
icked with the puck. We didn’t finish
hits. We were undisciplined. Every-
thing that could have gone wrong
went wrong last night.”

Lincs bounce back in 4-2 Family
Day win over Sarnia

With the bad taste of Saturday’s loss
still in their mouths, the Lincolns
welcomed the Sarnia Legionnaires
to the PRC and got back in the win
column, beating the visiting Legion-
naires 4-2.

Owen Voortman, who entered the
game with one goal in his last 17
games, had the only goal of the first
period. The goal also marked the
50th point in the Thunder Bay, Ont.
native’s GOJHL career.

A flukey goal tied things at one apiece
in the second period when a dump-
in by Ethan Waddick from centre ice

Continued on page 17
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Second-place Lincs two points back of first after
winning two of three

Continued from page 16

took an unexpected bounce on goal-
tender Brandon Abbott and went
into the net. Despite the unusually
bad goal, Abbott’s weekend was still
strong as the Baden, Ont. product
started all three games for the Lin-
colns and made a total of 90 saves in
his 180 minutes of duty in between
the pipes.

Despite the second frame being a
bit sleepy for the Lincolns, Bradley
credited the team for their overall
performance being dramatically im-
proved from 48 hours prior.

“I thought we were great. We chal-
lenged them to get back to having

more simplicity in their game and
they did that. Everyone worked hard.
Aside from a lull in the second peri-
od, I thought we controlled the game.
Before the game, Mike [Herman]
talked about not worrying too much
about the moment and enjoying it
rather than getting stressed or frus-
trated. We did a much better job put-
ting pressure on their defencemen
and for the most part, we didn't force
things.”

Two minutes and 51 seconds into
the third, Jaden Lee snapped a quick
shot by Sarnia netminder Logan
Phillips to put St. Marys up 2-1. Less
than three minutes later, Voortman
recorded his second of the game and

the eventual game-winner. The Le-
gionnaires cut the lead back to one
just over two minutes later but an
empty-netter with 63 seconds left in
the game sealed the Lincs’ 4-2 vic-
tory.

Voortman along with several other
two-way energy players were stand-
outs to the bench boss.

“Blake [Elzinga], Ryan [Hodkinson],
Matt [Prendergast] and obviously
Owen [Voortman] were all excellent,”
Bradley praised. “Those are four
guys who really came ready to battle
and every time they were on the ice,
they were doing something positive
for our team. We were all really hap-
py with what those guys did and how

they competed.”

Bradley added that, with a day and
a half to process the loss to London,
everyone was able to shake off the
sting of their defeat and bounce back
with an excellent showing against
Sarnia.

“Sometimes you make individual
games out to be bigger than what
they are, and both coaches can be
guilty of this too. When we got to the
rink today, you could tell everyone
was in a great mood. They were all
ready to play hockey, they were ready
to play hard and they were ready to
get a win, and their effort paid off.”
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U15 A Boys win South Bend Cup

By Spencer Seymour

In a trip across the border to the Irish
South Bend Cup held in South Bend,
Ind., the St. Marys Army Navy and Air
Force Veterans (A.N.A.F) U15 A Boys
turned in quality performance after
quality performance, ultimately lead-
ing to them winning the gold medals.

The U15 A Boys began their tourna-
ment in style last Friday morning as
they played on an outdoor ice rink
against Shaker Heights, based out of
Ohio. Jack Turner and Nic Brintnell
had the goals while Harper Murrell
shut the door on Shaker Heights, giv-
ing the Rock a 2-0 victory.

Later that same day, St. Marys was
back in action, this team against the
squad from Kirkwood, Miss. Ben Ew-
ing netted a hat-trick while Charlie
Bender and Hayden Wright each pot-
ted a goal of their own en route to a
5-2 win. Brintnell picked up three as-
sists.

Their third and final game of the
round-robin had little significance to
the Rock as they had done enough to
advance in the first two games. Turn-
er had the lone goal in a 3-1 loss.

The finals of the tournament took
place on Sunday at the University of

The St. Marys Army Navy and Air Force Veterans U15 A Boys minor hockey team
won gold at the Irish South Bend Cup in South Band, Ind. Contributed photo

Notre Dame and featured a rematch
of St. Marys’ first game of the South
Bend Cup against Shaker Heights.
After falling behind 1-0, Bender tied
things up at one apiece before potting
his second of the period, sending the
Rock into the first intermission with
a 2-1 lead. A goal by Wright followed
by a powerplay marker by Shaker

Heights gave the Rock a 3-2 advan-
tage going into the third.

Turner scored to restore the two-goal
deficit in the Rock’s favour but, once
again, Shaker Heights answered with
a goal of their own. With around four
minutes remaining on the clock, Cody
King hammered the puck home to put
St. Marys ahead 5-3, the eventual fi-

nal score.

Bender was named the tournament
MVP and while he turned in an ex-
cellent performance, head coach Dan
McIntosh explained it was an “entire
team effort” that ultimately secured
the team the tournament win.

“Charlie really stepped up in this
tournament,” McIntosh acknowl-
edged. “But the collective effort of
every player played a significant role
in our victory. I'm thrilled to see the
team's dedication throughout the
season finally pay off. Despite falling
short in previous tournaments, the
hard work has now materialized into
success and this win is particularly
sweet."

McIntosh added that the team’s
high-octane pace throughout the
tournament allowed them to find suc-
cess, both in round-robin play and the
gold-medal game.

“We effectively utilized our speed and
capitalized on the opponents' errors
throughout the entire tournament,
which helped showcase our transition
game. We continued the same in the
finals and kept our composure as the
score got tight in the third period with
the tournament on the line.”

Sr. Girls qualify for WOSSAA in challenge match

By Spencer Seymour

After dropping the opening set of
their Challenge match against God-
erich, the St. Marys DCVI Senior
Girls volleyball team won the next
three sets to earn a spot in WOSSAA
this Thursday.

According to head coach Steve Cha-
teauvert, once the group settled into
the contest, they thrived and did ex-
ceptionally well.

“We talked at the start of the match
that we needed to maintain consis-
tently high energy and intensity for

Maximize your

return.

519-273-1633

Stratford, Ontario N5A 3H4

franklinehinz.com

the entire match, no matter if we
were winning or not,” Chateauvert
told the Independent. “They played
well in the first set, just a bit tenta-
tive at times, and they seemed a bit
nervous. After settling down part-
way through the first set, they almost
came back to win but fell just a bit
short. They came out strong in the
second set, built up a bit of a lead and
never looked back.”

The Salukis narrowly lost 25-23 in
the first set before posting 25-16, 25-
13 and 26-24 scores in the following
three. The performance by the Sa-

lukis only got stronger as the game
progressed, said the head coach.

“The third set was even more con-
vincing after getting out to a 13-3
lead,” continued Chateauvert. “The
fourth set was very close, back and
forth all set. We were up 24-20 near
the end of the set and Goderich bat-
tled back to tie it 24-24. Ellen Thorup
hit a great cross-court shot that just
hit the line and then served an ace to
win the match.”

When asked why they came away
with the victory, Chateauvert said

it was a credit to the team’s mental
toughness and resolve in the face of
adversity.

“They didn't let their mistakes nega-
tively affect their play, which is some-
thing we've talked about a lot this
season and something they've be-
come a lot better at. When mistakes
were made, they laughed them off
and regrouped for the next point. We
also served very consistently which
is another area of our game that has
improved significantly over the past
couple of weeks.”

By A.N.A.F. Unit 265
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St. Marys Ladles Bonsplel celebrates 30th annlversary

Pictured from left to right are Kayla Ritz, Donna Brodhagen, Elaine Bancroft and Pictured from left are Maggie Burns, Carol Ann Scott Chris Thomas, and Sharon
their skip Audra Boersen, the team who came away as the Overall Winners of the Eby, the foursome that were the First Draw Winners at the 30th annual Ladies
30th annual Ladies Bonspiel sponsored by the Independent Grocer. The Ladies Bonspiel at the St. Marys Curling Club. Sixteen teams participated in the event on
Bonspiel, which was held at the St. Marys Curling Rink, marked the 30th anniver- Feb. 3 which was a big success, raising $2,200 for the Club. Contributed photos
sary of the event.
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LOWEST RATE POSSIBLE! All Credit Approved with $0 Down.
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Brought to you by your local
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84 Wellington Street South
St. Marys, ON (519) 284-1690

Leah Van Straaten maneuvers around a defending player during the U19 St. Marys Caxton Stewart-Noeske dangles around an opposing defender during last Satur-
Snipers game last Saturday. day’s U9 LL Boys 1 St. Marys Rock game.

Scarlett Maddock fires the puck on goal during the Harris-Greig Automotive U3 HL MacLean Ross loads up a shot during last Saturday’s St. Marys Ford U9 LL Boys
Girls St. Marys Rock game last Saturday. 2 St. Marys Rock game.

Maverick Akins turns back up ice to defend an incoming rush during the U11 LL  Goaltender Bryson Stacey makes a save during this past Sunday’s U9 LL Boys 3
Boys St. Marys Rock game last Saturday. St. Marys Rock game. Photos by Spencer Seymour
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Stratford’s Festival City Rotary Club LOOKING
hosts Wine Survivor evening B ACK

Kingsway expanding
25 years ago (1999)

Official approval was given to an expansion of the
Kingsway Lodge nursing home by council last Tues-
day, but that was made possible by a private meeting
between the facility owner and nearby property own-
ers in late January.

St. Marys OPP report that a man lost control of his
vehicle downtown on the weekend and slid into a tree
which knocked out a plate glass window at Gianni
Shoes on Queen Street East. The driver, 22, had hit

i é A .' R a patch of ice. No charges were laid in the incident.
Pictured are Sherry Grabowski, grand-prize wine-bottle winner from St.Marys, Rotarian Lucy Railton making |The Friendship Centre’s Stonetown Entertainers
announcements, and Rotarian Jean Aitcheson, one of the event organizers. Photo by Gary West Choir has a new director. Donna Camp of St. Marys
. as an extensive musical background and is an ac-
By Gary West ning together h : ical back d and 1

complished pianist and flutist. She holds an Honours
The Festival City Rotary Club of Stratford recent- “We were sold out three weeks before the event |Bachelor of Museum in Education from UWO.
ly held its fourth-annual Wine Survivor evening at and some of the organizers wondered if they lost |5 years ago (1974)

the Army Navy Air Force Veterans Hall. a few friends because they could not get them tick- . .
ets,” event organizer Jean Aitcheson said. A glass case mounted on the interior south wall of

Organizers said the event has always been held the TD bank branch office here in St. Marys contain-
around Valentine’s Day as it is aimed for couples Ticket holders did not have to be there to win any |ing a number of very interesting swords, daggers,

and single women, all of whom tend to appreciate of the 200 total bottles of wine, but they would have |payonets, etc. from the collection of Herb Sparling is

good wine and the opportunity to have a fun eve- missed out on the excitement of the evening, which | attracting considerable attention.

1nc!uded live music, a Wln.e -and-cheese tasting and A tractor-trailer, loaded with eggs, landed on its side

a gift-card wall, all of which added to the celebra- |. : . . .

. ¢ h in a ditch along Highway 7, just north of Charlie’s Gas
101 atmosphere. Bar, following a collision with a car on Tuesday morn-

All the profits from this Wine Survivor night will go |ing. The driver of the truck was taken to hospital for a

McDonald's St. Marys to support the Stratford Hospital foundation. Past |check-up. The driver of the car was uninjured.
SPONSOREDBY: Found,.;;fnglgz;esr;gnne, of Wine Survivor events have supported Shelter Link, | g¢onetowners are inclined to take the beauty of St.
Ronald McDonald House House Of Blessing, L'Arche, Special Olympics and | Marys for granted at times so it is nice to report that a
many other community organizations. Guelph landscape architect, Mr. Owen Scott, in town
PRC & Friendship Centre events - See the Stonetown Crier on recently regarding tree planting along Trout Creek,
Page 5 was so impressed that he insisted on taking a walk-
Friday, February 23 S | | ER‘ N ’ IN ing tour rather than seeing the town through a car

window.

- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog/sausage lunch at Noon

- AN.AF. meat draw - 6 pm
P The little chicks are hatching again at the Watt Hatch-

L A LAWYER 75 years ago (1949)

- Heritage Fair at the PRC - 7t0 9 pm & MEDIATOR ery on Church Street.
- St. Marys Lincolns vs LaSalle Vipers at the PRC - 7:30 pm The flock of thirty-seven wild ducks owned by Lt. Col.
Saturday, February 24 G.D.L. Rice, which have besported themselves in the
- Coldest Night of the Year walk - Register at the PRC 4 pm, Walk open water of the Thames opposite the Great Star
at’5 pm, Light meal at 6 pm tart t e ew eal‘ elevators, went down the river with the ice breakup
! i ) earlier this week. Great Star staff watched the appar-
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw - 5 pm o ently helpless ducks perched upon the heaving ice
Sunday, February 25 Off l‘l ht cakes as flood swept down the broken ice floes. Five
i . _ of the ducks have returned by wing, but no trace of
Marg Hogg Memorial Tournament at the Army & Navy g the others have been found.

i esemenosss | | Revi Will and | metemontson s oo s ot
Arena -7 pm eVIeW Your l an ble as a recreational aid for the members.

Monday, February 26 f 100 years ago (1924)

oo Ff : ‘N’ It costs the City of Montreal $425,000 a year to light
D ) Ui i L Bl L Churf:h B 5 pm, PO ers O Attorney the streets, which now have a total length of 750
Sponsored by Hodges Funeral Home. Admission is free but miles ’
donations are greatly appreciated )

Tuesday, February 27 we can help The Union Jack will be hoisted on public school build-

ings in Ottawa for 28 days each year, according to a
- Woodstock Ag Society annual meeting at the Oxford Auditorium decision recently made of the Public School Board.

AU The firemen are asking the ladies of town to contrib-

[ ]
Wednesday, February 28 Ca" for an aPPOII‘Itment ute homemade cooking to their Bazaar, to be held in

- Ministerial Association Lenton Lunch & Worship Service at St. Town Hall on March 6. They would appreciate any

Marys United Church - 12:10 pm 519-284-0898 » infO@SherWinlaW,Ca article you may have around the house that would

sell at their auction sale as well.
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HISTORIC ST. MARYS: The L-Shaped House

By Mary Smith

One of the rewards for the St. Marys Museum vol-
unteers who research the history of local properties
is the opportunity to learn about the architectur-
al styles favoured by 19th-century builders. Sever-
al weeks ago, this column discussed three of these
styles found in early issues of The Canada Farmer,
a journal that dealt with many aspects of rural life
around the time of Confederation. The house styles
described in 1864 — The Canada Farmer’s first year
of publication — were the Gothic Cottage, the Urban
Villa, and the Ontario Farmhouse. A number of ex-
amples of all three of these kinds of houses can be
found in St. Marys or in the countryside nearby. Mu-
seum researchers have prepared property history
reports for several of them.

The Museum’s most recently completed property re-
port outlines the history of 29 Robinson St., located
in the west ward overlooking the Thames River, the
mill pond and the dam. It has recently been renovat-
ed to serve as a short-term-rental accommodation.
This particular house conforms to the plans found in
an 1871 issue of The Canada Farmer for an L-shaped
house. The 1871 perspective view and a recent pho-
tograph of the Robinson Street house are shown with
this week’s column.

The rural architecture columnist for The Canada
Farmer also provided floorplans. The layout includes
a projecting block and a wing. A veranda fits into the
nook or the space where the two sections meet. In
the 1871 view, the main entrance is from the veran-
da. The floorplan shows the door opening into a hall-
way which contains a stairway leading to the second
floor. The kitchen is in the wing, and in the block are
two rooms — a dining room at the back with a door-
way from the kitchen, and a parlour at the front with
a doorway to the hall. Upstairs, there are three bed-
rooms opening onto a hall at the top of the stairs.
It is called a two-storey house, although it is actual-
ly a storey and a half. The bedrooms on the second
floor fit into the gables and parts of their ceilings are
slanted.

This style of house was very popular in the United
States as well, sometimes described there as a ga-
ble-front-and-wing house. It offered flexible interi-
or space. Straightforward alterations could be made
to the basic floorplans without affecting the exterior
appearance. The builder of 29 Robinson St. may have
consulted the L-shaped house plan in The Canada
Farmer when he constructed the house in 1887. It
certainly follows it quite closely. However, he made
some modifications, perhaps at the request of his cli-
ent, retired farmer John Johnson, the owner of the
property. The gable roof, for instance, is more steep-
ly pitched. Rather than the large, double window in
the 1871 plan, a bay window shares the gable front
with an entrance door leading directly into the par-
lour. The other, more frequently used entrance from
the veranda leads into a hallway in the kitchen wing.
The house at 29 Robinson St. also provides a win-
dow on each side of this door, giving more light to the
west-facing space inside the house.

Similar to the plans for the 1871 house, there is a
veranda on the west facade that protects the wing
of the house from the sun, helping to keep it cool
in summer. Larry Pfaff, an authority on local archi-
tecture, suggests that 29 Robinson St. is fortunate to
have retained its veranda.

“They were often demolished, giving the facade a
rather forlorn look,” he said. “There may have been

The view of an L-shaped house from an 1871 issue of The
Canada Farmer and, below it, a recent photograph of the
L-shaped house at 29 Robinson St. Contributed photo

a similar veranda on the east side, providing extra
outdoor ‘rooms’ on both sides of the wing.”

Today, instead of a veranda on the east side, there
is a large, enclosed sunroom as well as a covered
deck. These areas provide a wonderful view over
the Thames River valley. Various modifications have
been made to other parts of the interior to accommo-
date modern necessities, such as laundry machines
and bathrooms.

The surviving L-shaped houses in this area are usu-
ally either wood or brick construction. The 29 Rob-
inson St. house is different. Its walls are made of
a type of coarse concrete and have been parged to
give a smooth appearance. Sometimes referred to in
19th-century descriptions as “gravel houses,” they
are not very common in St. Marys. There are a few
examples, including the large house at 55 St. John
St. S., once the home of F. E. Butcher, a former mayor
of St. Marys. There is no indication why Mr. Johnson
chose to have his new house built using this con-
struction method. Perhaps his contractor persuaded
him it was the most economical way to go.

A short news item in the St. Marys Argus dated Sept.
8, 1887, pinpoints the year 29 Robinson St. was built.

“A serious accident occurred last week in the West
Ward. While Mr. J. B. Mitchell was shingling the new
gravel house on Robinson Street, being erected by
Mr. Johnson, he fell a distance of about 20 feet, there-
by breaking four of his ribs and fracturing the clav-
icle. Dr. Midgely was called in to attend to his wants.
From latest reports, he is doing well. Much sympathy

Juying or selling your

1ome, cottage or land?

Call Joseph Marcaccio

Sabes Representutive

S1-T03-4346
Email: jmarceccieSS 00 gamail.com

SHACKLETON'S

was expressed for the injured man.”

John Johnson and his wife, Almira, probably moved
into 29 Robinson St. by late 1887 or early 1888. How-
ever, they were already elderly and did not live in
their new home for long. Following the Johnsons, the
property had several successive owners including
Armon and Evangeline Ready. It was inherited by
their son, Clark Ready. He sold it to Fred and Dorothy
Anderson who moved into the house from a farm in
North Easthope Township. They lived there through
the 1940s and 1950s and sold the property in 1965.

Some people in that west-ward neighbourhood may
still think of 29 Robinson St. as the home of Kase
and Joan Van Arkel and family. The beautiful sun-
room on the east side was added during their own-
ership and they are remembered each spring when
the many daffodils and tulips they planted are in
full bloom. More recently, it was owned by Marjory
Lanning and Moira Pollitt, two sisters from Montreal
who bought the house together in 1990 to share in
their retirement. Marjory (Madge) died in 2005 and
Moira stayed on alone with great support from her
neighbours and friends, including the members of
her beloved Baha'i community. Moira Pollitt died in
November 2021.

The L-shaped house at 29 Robinson St. has been
standing for almost 14 decades and has provided a
home for some interesting people. There are many
other houses in St. Marys and area whose history can
also be traced back more than a century. Some can
be identified as having been built according to plans
for a cottage, a villa, an Ontario farmhouse or an
L-shaped house, all possibly traceable to the plans
in The Canada Farmer.

At the St. Marys Heritage Fair this Friday evening
— Feb. 23 from 7-9 p.m. at the Pyramid Recreation
Centre — there will be a display featuring plans and
elevations for houses from The Canada Farmer, some
sample pages from that 19th-century publication and
other material relating to early Ontario architecture.
Plan to come to the Heritage Fair if you live in an old
home and would like to try to trace its architectural
roots.

There will be many more exhibits at the Heritage
Fair presented by groups and individuals with in-
teresting collections of antiques and collectibles, or
organizations involved in local history and/or com-
munity projects. Admission is free and good conver-
sation at the display tables is guaranteed.

There will be many more exhibits at the Heritage
Fair, presented by groups and individuals with in-
teresting collections of antiques and collectibles, or
organizations involved in local history and/or com-
munity projects. Admission is free and good conver-
sation at the display tables is guaranteed.

B ST . MARYS
dl D FENTISTRY

520 WATER ST, S. P0. BOX 1650 | ST. MARYS, ON N4X 1B9 | 519-284-2660

Dr. Michael Nixon, Dr. Karl Weselan and Dr. Reem Amayem

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later

appointment times three days per week.

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660 | www.stmarysdentalclinic.com
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Community theatre at its best

By Nancy Abra

Opening night for live community the-
atre usually produces some jitters for
the actors and anxiety for the production
crew. No amount of planning and months
of rehearsals can ensure opening night
will go off without a hitch.

Anthony Keenleyside’s play, Appearing
This Evening, is a creative portrayal of
what can happen when the lead actor
fails to show up for opening night. The
stressed production staff dives into sal-
vage mode to save the performance.

“From my first audition and stage perfor-
mance in a musical in 1973, I have been
hooked on live theatre ever since. Both
my wife and I are actively involved in our
local area,” said Keenleyside, a retired at-
torney from Ottawa and with a strong ad-
miration for community theatre.

Keenleyside revealed a couple of winters
ago and being somewhat bored, he wrote
Appearing This Evening.

“I took my experiences with live theatre
and some stories of other performers for
the basis of this play.”

In live theatre, panic hits when the
worst-case scenario happens and the an-
tics of what follows builds the humorous
storyline that morphs into the mystery of
what happened to the lead actor. Keen-

RUN YOUR THORNDALE
BASED AD HERE!

Affordable advertising prices to meet every budget!

CONTACT US AT INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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Pictured in back row from left to right are Ed Lee, lan Rogers, Connie Bontje, Michael

Wydeven, Louise Gills, John Moore. In the second row sitting are Beth McCallum, Diane
Elliott, Joe Facey, Lee Maddock, playwright-Tony Keenleyside, Murray Lee, and Kay
Rogers. In the foreground sitting at the table is Penny Parker. John van Esch was ab-
sent when this photo was taken. Photo by Nancy Abra

leyside is very familiar with live stage
performances.

“The characters’ dialogue flows natural-
ly like everyday speech as they react and
respond to the developing circumstanc-
es. As well, the stage directions become
fluid and are automatic,” he remarked.

In one lengthy dialogue near the end of
the play, Keenleyside cleverly weaves
metaphors that are slightly jumbled to

keep the audience engaged. It works. As
the constable is resolving the mystery in
his unique way, his misconstrued meta-
phors produce laughter.

Last Saturday evening was the opening
night of 2024 Thorndale Ag Society’s
Dinner Theatre and the premiere perfor-
mance of Appearing This Evening. After
a delicious roast beef dinner prepared
and served by the Dorchester United
Church, the play proceeded to a sold-out

19

THORNDALE

crowd. Anthony (Tony) Keenleyside, his
wife, Val, as well as over 45 of their close
friends from St. Marys, the Ottawa area,
and some family coming in from Indiana
and California were also in attendance
to witness this international debut of his
work.

“I've been looking forward to being
here.” Keenleyside said. “I am ecstatic
to witness my work come to life on the
stage and delighted with the Thorndale
Troupe’s performance.”

“With any premiere performance, it
comes with its own set of challenges and
Tony has been a delight to work with as
we sorted them out,” Thorndale’s direc-
tor, Kay Rogers, remarked. “The dedica-
tion from the cast members stands out
the most to me as real-life challenges
have come up.”

The Thorndale Dinner Theatre continues
Friday evening, Feb. 23, with some tickets
still available and the final performance
on Saturday Feb 24, which has been sold
out for weeks.

The months of planning, hours of re-
hearsals and the transformation of the
bleak gym into a cozy theatre setting
totals the endless commitment and ded-
ication of community members and res-
idents. Community theatre is at its best
and it is here in Thorndale.

By Nancy Abra

On Tuesday, Feb. 13, Shrove Tuesday,
St. George’s Anglican Church hosted its
annual pancake supper which has been
a tradition for over 60 years. Jeff Mc-
Donald and Mike Gerrits grilled over
850 pancakes with Melanie Gerrits
assisting and other church members
assembling approximately 185 pan-
cake-sausage suppers which were then
hand-delivered to the waiting lineup of
cars in the church driveway.

Laurie McDonald, the lead organizer
for this event remarked, “The turnout
was about the same number as last year
and I would like to thank the commu-
nity who continue to support us. Some
made cash donations to the church as
well, which we greatly appreciate. I
would also like to thank our church vol-
unteers who helped and many thanks
to Thorndale Farm Supplies for looking
after ordering the sausages. We are so
blessed to have a wonderful supportive
community.”

Pictured are
St. George’s
Anglican
Church
Shrove Tues-
day supper
volunteers
Melanie Ger-
rits, Jeff Mc-
Donald and
Mike Gerrits.
Photo by
Nancy Abra
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WHAT'S FOR DINNER: Quick weeknight dinners in 30 minutes or less

By Lauren Eedy

From a curry in a hurry to
a speedy Pad Thai or crispy
pork stir fry, these weeknight
dinners are a guaranteed hit
with the family and are also
full of beneficial, healthy in-
gredients and spices. Enjoy.

Thai Yellow Fish Curry

Fragrant yellow fish curry
with steamed jasmine rice
and fresh lime. Warm naan
optional.

Prep: 15 minutes; Cook: 10
minutes; Serves: 4; Calories:
389;

2 tsp peanut oil
2 red onions cut into wedges

1 and 1/3 cups Thai yellow
curry paste

270 ml coconut cream

500 g white fish filets such as
tilapia cut into 4 cm pieces

300 g snow peas, ends
trimmed and halved diago-
nally

2 tbsp lime juice

1 tbsp brown sugar

2 tsp fish sauce

1/2 cup coriander leaves

Steamed rice to

serve

jasmine

Warm naan to serve
Lime wedges to serve
Method:

- Heat oil in a wok over high
heat. Add onion and stir fry
for 2 minutes or until light-
ly browned. Add curry paste
and stir fry for 1 minute or
until fragrant.

- Stir in coconut cream and
bring to a boil. Reduce heat
to medium low. Add fish and
snow peas. Cook, gently stir-
ring occasionally for 5 min-
utes or until fish and peas are
just cooked through. Remove
from heat. Stir in lime juice,
sugar and fish sauce. Taste.
Season with more lime juice,
sugar, or fish sauce if desired.

- Divide curry among serving
bowls, sprinkle with corian-
der. Serve with steamed rice
and lime wedges and warm
naan if desired.

10-Minute Vegetarian Pad
Thai

Cook: 10 minutes; Serves: 4;
Calories: 409

150 g dried Pad Thai noodles
2 tbsp peanut oil
300 g firm tofu

1/4 cup tamarind purée (can
be found at Troyer’s Spices or
specialty stores)

1/4 cup lightly packed brown
sugar

2 tbsp fresh lime juice, plus
wedges to serve

1 tbsp light soy sauce
2 garlic cloves, chopped

250 g package stir fry vege-
tables

2 eggs, lightly whisked
Crushed peanuts to serve
Bean sprouts to serve

Fresh coriander sprigs to
serve

Method:

- Place the noodles in a heat-
proof bowl. Pour over boiling
water. Set aside, stirring oc-
casionally for 9 minutes to
soak and soften. Drain and
cover with a damp tea towel.

- Meanwhile, heat the oil in a
wok over medium-high heat.
Pat tofu dry and chop. Add to

wok. Cook, stirring often for 5
minutes or until golden.

- While tofu is cooking, com-
bine the tamarind, sugar,
lime juice and soy sauce in
a small bowl. Stir to dissolve
the sugar, set aside.

- Push the tofu to one side
of the wok and add the gar-
lic. Cook for 30 seconds. Add
the vegetable stir fry. Toss to
combine. Push the mixture
to the side and add the eggs.
Stir for 1 minute until com-
bined.

- Add noodles to the wok with
the sauce. Cook for 2 minutes
to coat.

- Serve with peanuts, bean
sprouts, coriander and lime
wedges.

- Feel free to add protein
such as sautéed shrimp to
this dish.

Curtis Stone’s Crispy Pork
Stir Fry with Baby Broccoli

Prep: 10 minutes; Cook: 10
minutes; Serves: 4

2 tbsp vegetable oil, divided

1 bunch baby broccoli, florets
separated, stems thinly sliced

1 garlic clove, finely chopped

3 tsp finely chopped, peeled
ginger

2 spring onions, white and
green parts separated and
thinly sliced

500 g minced pork
1/4 cup soy sauce
1 tsp corn flour

1 tsp white sugar

2  cups rice,

steamed
Method:

- Heat a heavy frying pan
over high heat. Add 1 tbsp
oil. When smoking, cook baby
broccoli for 2 minutes or un-
til crisp, transfer to a plate.

long-grain

- Return pan to heat and add
garlic, ginger and white parts
of spring onions. Stir for 30
seconds until fragrant. Add
pork and cook, breaking up
until cooked through. Spread
pork in an even layer and
cook without moving for 3
minutes or until crisp under-
neath.

- In a small bowl, whisk soy
sauce, corn flour, sugar and
1/3 cup water. Add sauce
to pork mixture and return
baby broccoli to pan. Cook
for 1 minute and divide rice
among serving plates. Spoon
stir fry over top and garnish
with remaining spring on-
ions.
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GOT A PROJECT IN MIND FOR 2024?

Ask the Arborist

By Joel Hackett | 519 272 5742 | jtsquote@gmail.com :

E

Sincerely,

Dear Arborist,

What is the biggest, tallest tree
in the world?

Owen (age 8)

Dear Owen

Sincerely

The tallest tree in the world is
' w ! The Arborist

named Hyperion. It is a Coast
Redwood tree in California and

tree in the world is named

the General Sherman. The
General Sherman is located

in the Sequoia National Park,
also in California. The General
Sherman is 52,508 cubic feet,
which is equivalent in size to
almost 500 dump truck loads.

Joel Hackett is a certified
Arborist residing in the

St. Marys area. Currently,

he spends most of the year
running Joel’s Tree Service.
For contact call 519 272 5742
or email jtsquote@gmail.com

CALL US TO GET STARTED

Bryn Luckhardt, N.P.D
519-272-3408 * bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com
www.luckhardtlandworks.com
ST. MARYS, ONTARIO

stands 380.3 ft tall. However,
though it is the tallest tree, it
is not the biggest tree. There
are several very large trees
in the world, one tree is so
big it takes 10 min just to
walk around it. The biggest
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HOSTING

By V] Knutson

“Kindness is an integral human quality that God
gave us,” wrote Tatyana Zhyvak-Ianchuk in a mes-
sage to me this week. “Some lose it, while others
show it.”

Tatyana, her husband and son arrived in Canada
on April 1, 2023. As their anniversary nears, they
are filled with gratitude for their hosts, Alyce and
Murray Pink, of Wellburn, Ont.

“These wonderful people provided shelter, warmth
and care to our family. Their kindness enabled us
to adapt. Because of the terrible war, we left our
native home, work and loved ones. We started life
here with a clean slate. Now our loved ones have
become this family of Murray, Alyce and their chil-
dren. We visit them; they come to us. Our parents,
who remained in Ukraine, are always grateful for
the hospitality of these wonderful people. Canada
has become our refuge and second home.”

The Ianchuks now reside in St Marys. Husband,
Alex, works in Stratford, Platon is happily settled
at Little Falls Public School, and Tatyana was cook-
ing at Westover Inn, and is now focusing on getting
her driver’s license. They are a warm and welcome
addition to our community.

Lesia Danyliuk, Tania Romaniuk and I had the
honour of being invited by the Motherwell branch
of the Women'’s Institute to present at the Friend-
ship Centre last Wednesday. Lesia and Tania spoke
of their lives in Ukraine and now Canada, practic-
ing their new English skills. We were all delighted
to learn more about this group of women who carry
on a longstanding tradition of outreach and com-
munity.

It's been a busy week of meetings, emails and mes-
sages. Our newest Ukrainian newcomer arrived last
Wednesday and had a job interview the next day
thanks to a fellow Ukrainian. Ruslan will be start-

SUIOKU  conereny
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519 274 2885
fernpridham@gmail.com
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Solutions on page 31

Dealing with death the Ukrainian and Canadian ways

Ll |

Ukrainian newcomers, the lanchuks and the Pinks, at Toronto Airport and the Motherwell chapter of Women's

Institute. Photo collage by VJ Knutson

ing work this Wednesday at Calendon Tubing. We
continue to seek employment for Svitlana who ar-
rived one month ago. The disparity in job offerings,
men to women, does cause me to pause.

Another Ukrainian wrote to me about the death of
her host’s mother.

“They are going through a difficult time. ... How to
talk about it and support it. I don’t understand at
all”

I remember this response from when my mother
died. Vira wrote: “As far as I understand it, in Can-
ada it is called a celebration of life, and in Ukraine
they say, ‘Send off on the last journey.’ This week,
Vlad and I attended a traditional celebration of life.
... We came to support our friends in the grieving
period.

“First, what surprised me was that during the fu-
neral, (people) come ... with a card of support (for)

the relatives of the deceased person, which is very
important because (it) can be read (over) again. We
do not have such a tradition. (In Ukraine), you say
words of encouragement and bring flowers in even
numbers, or if it was a very close person, you buy a
wreath and sign it.

“In Canada, recalling funny stories ... is a (display)
of care and encouragement. ... For Ukrainians,
laughter at funerals is generally unacceptable.”

Vira does confess that she added a funny phrase
in her own Mother’s eulogy to relieve the tension.
“Something good in the midst of grief.”

“Now I realize that we are all different and it’s good
to be ourselves by listening to our hearts,” she said.

Thank you, Vira, for sharing your thoughts and
condolences to all involved.

Until next time. (Reach me at english.knutson@
gmail.com)
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gook your pet’s
Spa Date

The Groomer
255 Wellington St, S, St. Marys %

519-284-0036 *
28 o 28 o e Do 28 Do o e ¥
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Andrew L. Hodges
Funeral Home Ltd.

Offering personal and affordable funeral options,
including burial, cremation and donation to science.

Price list and preplanning information always
available on our website or contact us
to meet in person to discuss your wishes.

47 Wellington Street South, St. Marys
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca
519-284-2820

Serving St. Marys and area since 2003
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.Riddles
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‘What's black, white,

black, white, black
and white?

A penguin rolling
down a hill.

What did the boy
octopus say to the
girl octopus?

"I want to hold your
hand, hand, hand,
hand, hand, hand,

hand, hand."

What rolls and
jumps but never
walks?

A soccer ball

What do you call a
person with a tree
for a briefcase?

A branch manager.

Why can't you
borrow money from
a leprechaun?

Because they are
always a little
short

What kind of
chickens lay golden

eggs?
Golden Chicks

Why did the boy

take a packet of

oats with him to
bed?

To feed his
nightmare

How do you get a
baby astronaut to
sleep?

Rock-it.

What happens
when you throw a
purple rock into a

yellow stream?

It makes a splash.

Presents

iddle Kid

OF THE WEEK

Mary McCutcheon (11)

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that
appears in the paper gets a FREE
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

SI‘I)NSIIIIEII BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
5 P0G, 26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys
r "": Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
- Word Sea Ch - -\("" Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
x Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca
* Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth
W K L WY K T R O F Y TNEWT .
Word List
P Q W vV K P R F CDHTE EFNOGQHJ O
C QP KNOURISHMARTIEKTETH J B February
I FOMTGMUJ I UY NEUVTAOTHNG Twenty fourth
G S AY AQENUATEUXTESUJIZNLGOWG . .
Winterrific
VMV MILAPSXVTHZPR RIXI DU P
S EGC | KEPVNUJIQXVGHTPTN I Family friendly
T WERTLTGUTTDAWATG OTI YRT G Walk
Q KF OCBYLGBMLJPIKTGOTRIATETEM Support
DMBETUDINGOTFTEGNTETLTLAHTCAT RU Donate
O QLEFVAZKTR RTEA ADOSUTZKTGTYT CRL
Volunteer
X S UPPORTIEK I GARQOMOHI L
Q Z NY Z L KZSNTEGBZPMVYMMWEFED Team up
F UNDT RAI SE I ENE W GWO I C Challenge
DWWOTDUHIXUTG CTF S HTDR M U R C V Fundraise
OWNI KUYOBPGAQWSQLMPATIEKMEF Homelessness
NCSNEUOVI KT OTYMARYHATEB H .
Assistance
AN Z S S ENZSSE L M O HR L R T W
TPQETPETGSTDTGBTR RV BwWox vy n F g Outreach worker
EHY UHTZ KT CTLVWS X C E K QF M Nourish market
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEK

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is
pleased to be the sponsor of the

PET OF THE WEEK

February is Dental
Month

Be aware of the toys that you allow
your fur baby to play with. Some toys
can pose a risk to their dental health

and damage teeth. Moderation and

supervision are key for safe, playful fun

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com

Our pet of the week is Molly. She is a
12-year-old Havanese who belongs to
the Leduc family. What she lacks in
size she makes up for in sassiness!




St. Marys Independent

Thursday, February 22, 2024

COLUMN

j' )

By Paul Knowle

It seems to me that travellers
have a choice; we can travel
with our eyes wide open, or
we can travel with our eyes
shut tight to the current real-
ities of our world. I hope I am
an eyes-wide-open guy who
travels with an awareness of
the environmental and so-
cial challenges that are ev-
er-present dangers wherever
I go.

But even if I keep my eyes
open, I have to admit a new
friend of mine, Jason de-
Caires Taylor, goes beyond
keeping his eyes open. In
fact, he does everything he
can to open the eyes of ev-
eryone else too.

I met Jason in Grenada a few
months ago. He’s a talented
sculptor based in his home
country of England, and is
commissioned to create art
installations around the

world. But for Jason, his work
as an artist is a means to an
end. His wonderful sculp-
tures, while art in their own
right, always serve Jason's
passionate commitment to
saving our world.

ACES WE,LL (GO: Tourist attractions that open our eyes and minds

“My sole focus is the environ-
ment. The number one issue
is how we can stop destroy-
ing our planet,” he told me.

Jason creates art in cooper-
ation with environmental
groups that help fund their
projects. The goal of all his
work is to open people’s eyes
to the environmental disas-
ters we have created, and to
force us to consider ways to
stop the madness.

When we were in Grenada,
Jason was supervising the
installation of over 30 life-
sized sculptures in an un-
derwater sculpture park. It’s
a remarkable project. Jason
had created most of the origi-
nal 40 underwater sculptures
that were installed in a hur-
ricane-ravaged bay in 2006.
Now he was back to add new
works that almost doubled
the size of the installation.

The Grenada Underwater
Sculpture Park was the first
of its kind in the world. Ja-
son has since created many
more such sites all around
the globe. In each case, the
intention has been to attract
visitors and, in the process,
remind them of the damage
global warming is doing to
coral reefs, ocean-dwelling
creatures and the oceans
themselves.

I was very fortunate I got to
snorkel all around the Gre-
nada park before, during and
after the installation of the
new sculptures. I also got to
spend time on a couple oc-
casions with this visionary

artist.

So, I was intrigued to get an
email from Jason about a new
project he has just unveiled
near his home in Kent, En-
gland — an area I have visited
frequently and as recently as
last spring.

For a change, this multi-figure
sculpture is not under water
and the interpretation is not
left to anyone’s imagination.
It is a clear and straightfor-
ward protest against the ter-
rible damage being done by
governments allowing the
discharge of sewage into the
ocean. It will attract visitors
by the hundreds, I am sure,
as effective an act of protest
as any march on city streets.

The piece is called “Sirens of
Sewage”. It stands on Whit-
stable Beach, just north of
Canterbury. Jason calls it
“a focal point for one of the
most persistent and insidious
threats facing the UK'’s coast-
lines and waterways ... the
release of untreated sewage”
into these waters.

Now, before we start point-
ing fingers at our friends in
the United Kingdom, let’s
remember Canadian cities
dump billions - yes, billions -
of litres of untreated sewage
and storm water into lakes,
rivers and oceans every year.
Don’t believe me? Just think
about the number of times
we hear beaches are closed
because of high levels of E.
coli. That means untreated
sewage. We need to open our
eyes to this reality Maybe

to inspire public concern.

The Sirens of Sewage sculpture by Jason deCaires Taylor — a powerful statement

A sculpture, part of the Grenada Underwater Sculpture Park, is
lowered into place. Jason deCaires Taylor photo

we need Jason to come to the
seven Canadian provinces
guilty of this environmental
crime, including Ontario.

Jason’s life-sized people — all
life casts modeled on local
residents — carry signs that
read, “End Sewage Pollu-
tion”, “People Over Profit”,
“Save Our Sea” and the clever
“Fishes not Faeces.”

This installation is not the
only “Sirens” piece by Jason.
He is working with environ-
mentalist partners to make
similar statements around
the globe. One such piece is
the “Ocean Siren,” a dramatic
figure near Australia’s Great
Barrier Reef. This illuminat-
ed sculpture changes colour
as the ocean’s temperature
reaches dangerous levels.

We should all have our eyes
open to the threats facing

v

Jason deCaires Taylor in Grenada. Paul Knowles photo

our world and those of us
who travel should be espe-
cially conscious of the need
for action now. But I admit I
find it ironically amusing that
Jason’s “Sirens of Sewage”
sculpture is located on pri-
vate land because, as he ex-
plains, “the project encoun-
tered resistance from local
authorities.”

So, my fellow travellers, open
your eyes and then open
your mouths and tell those in
power we need real action to
save our world, and we need
it now, and yes, to stop dump-
ing raw sewage into the wa-
terways that we so love.

Paul Knowles is an author and
travel writer, and President of
the Travel Media Association
of Canada. To contact Paul
about travel, his books, or
speaking engagements, email
pknowles@golden.net.
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I often lay awake at night
When the world is fast asleep
And take a walk down memory lane
With tears upon my cheeks.
The years | had with you
Are worth their weight in gold
The joy and laughter that you gave
Are mine to have and hold.
Remembering you is easy
I do it every day
Missing you is a heartache
That never goes away.
1 will hold you close within my heart
And there you will remain
To walk with me throughout my life
Until we meet again.
So lonely without you
Love your wife Phyllis

In loving memory of my wonderful husband KEN,
gone too soon. One year ago February 22nd, 2023.

IN MEMORIAM IN MEM THANK YOU

ORIAM
ebb

In loving memory of Doris Webb

February 25th, 2023
I know a smile that | would like to see.
A hand | would love to hold.
I know a voice I'd like to hear.
A face I loved so much.
There is a corner of my heart that you visit every day.
A special place that’s your’s alone,
And where you will always be.

Miss you “Angel Face “
David and Judy

Are You A Newcomer
To The St. Marys Area?

The friends of the library has a FREE Welcome
Package for you to pick up at the library!

* Recreation Info * Gifts + MORE * Local Services

* Health & Wellness < Maps *Coupons _—

St. Marys Public Library, 15 Church St. 519-284-3346

Proudlove

The families of the late Don Proudlove would like to
express their gratitude to relatives and friends for
their condolences and support at this difficult time.

We are truly grateful to the First Responders who
acted so quickly to the emergency call for Don.

Thank you to Andrew and Andrea (Hodges Funeral
Home) for their professionalism in coordinating all
the details for us.

Rev. Robert Lawson and Gary Mallalieu for their
kind, compassionate and emotional support.

Thank you to The Pyramid Centre, Village Cater-
ing, Sunset Diner and Lyric Flowers for fulfilling our
plans for the day.

To all the families and friends who made donations
we are truly grateful.

Viola (Vi) Proudlove and Family

ik

Well our kids (Jason, Todd, Heather and families)
pulled the wool over our eyes surprising us on our
50th wedding anniversary.

We wish to thank all our friends and families that
came with their well wishes.

When we look back and go over this night we are
So blessed to see all the people who have been on
our crazy journey.

Thank you doesn't seem enough so keep well,
laugh often and know that you are special to us.

Rich & Kathy Wilker

LOCAL MATTERS.

sponsored your church fundraiser?

championship?

Neither do we!

Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.
They need our support, now more than ever.

‘ News Media Canada
Médias dnfo Canada

Remember that time when Amazon

Remember when Facebook bought a case of
Girl Guide cookies to support your daughter?

Remember when Google provided free pizza
to your child’s soccer team when they won the

{ champion
© THE TRUTH.

www.samshomehardware.com

)f[yHome

hardware

EARLY
SPRING
SALE

ALL IN STOCK BBQ'S
$50 TO $100 OFF

www.homehardware.ca

63 Wellington St. N, St. Marys, ON, N4X 1A6

Phone: (519) 284-4142 | Fax: (519) 284-3592

LENTEN LUNCH &
WORSHIP SERVICES

Brief Worship Service and light lunch

Donations will help fund work of
Ministerial Association

Every Wednesday
February 28th - March 27th at 12:10 pm
St. Marys United Church
Different Clergyperson speaking each week!
Sponsored by St. Marys Ministerial Association
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CELEBRATION OBITUARY

Happy 70th Birthday
J amie Ready

Congratulations to this Great Man
Best Husband, Father and Awesome Grampa

Love your family
Nancy, Justin & Sarah, Michael, Ben & Emily

GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY HOSTED BY STONETOWN TRAVEL

IRELAND

JUNE 5-16, 2024

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East,
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332
agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street,
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939
newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50025796

DEIGHTON, Rudolf James

February 27, 1934 - February 12,
2024

Beloved husband of Beatrix Amalia
(nee Scharrenburg Vodegel, prede-
ceased 2022) for 64 years. Father to
Alice (Brian), Bridget (Pat) and Rudy
(Brenda). Grandfather to Greg (Sta-
cey), Chris (Heather), Brianne (Jor-

. don), Alexis (Paul), Miles, Holly, Dan
and Tessa. Great-grandfather to Ethan, Brlnley, Allie, Leah, James and Hannah.
Brother to Till (Jan - both predeceased), Victoria (Jan - predeceased), Karel (Betty),
Eveline (Jan), Bea (Bert) and Chuck (Janice).

Born 1934 in Bandoeng, Dutch East Indies (now Bandung, Indonesia) to Beata Vic-
toria Kunstt and Charles James Deighton, Rudy recalled an idyllic childhood filled
with kite flying and cricket catching until, at the age of eight, the Japanese Empire
invaded the colony. As a light-skinned Indo (person of mixed Dutch and Indonesian
ancestry), Rudy was forced into hiding for the rest of WWII. During this time, with
his father imprisoned and his mother fighting to ensure their children’s survival, he
learned to play the piano. Having survived the Japanese Occupation, along with the
loss of two grandparents as well as other family members to concentration camps,
Rudy experienced further hardships as the Indo community was caught up in the
sometimes-violent struggle for Indonesian independence. This traumatic period
came to a close when his remaining, now reunited family left Java for The Nether-
lands via ship.

In Holland, Rudy completed his secondary education and continued his musical
studies, eventually becoming a musician and instructor at the Koninklijk Conser-
vatorium (Royal Conservatory) of The Hague. During this time, he became close
with the adopted daughter of a wartime acquaintance of his mother’s. Rudy and
Bea were married in Delft in 1958, but it was not long before an advertisement by
the Canadian Army seeking European musical talent prompted their emigration to
London, Ontario. With baby daughter Alice in tow, the young couple embraced this
new start. Besides performing as a member of the Royal Canadian Regiment Band,
Rudy played with the London Symphony Orchestra and took jazz piano gigs when-
ever he had the chance. His fondly remembered highlights included playing the
celesta in Richard Strauss’ Der Rosenkavalier, as well as accompanying legendary
vocalist Peggy Lee on her tour stop in London.

Ready for another change after five years in the army, Rudy and family—now
comprising Alice, Bridget, and Rudy, Jr.—made the much closer move to Stratford
in 1970. This growing small town would be their home for more than fifty years.
Following through on his lifelong fascination with radio, Rudy retrained at the Radio
College of Canada (now Yorkville University), which led him to work as an electri-
cal drafting and testing technologist at Reliance Electric. True to his pragmatism
and unwavering commitment to his family, Rudy never looked back at this career
change with regret, but he did do his best to stay active as a musician, whether
playing in classical, concert band, or jazz ensembles—or even, occasionally, provid-
ing accordion for Oktoberfest.

Rudy’s stroke at the young age of forty-seven marked a turning point, as he re-
quired intense support to recover and could no longer use his right hand to play
piano. Yet, just as he had carried on through WWII, the fall of the Dutch empire,
and his immigration to Canada, Rudy made the best of a difficult situation. An ear-
ly adopter of personal computers, he actively pursued hobbies in technology and
engineering, model trains, military history, and listening in with his shortwave radio.
Rudy also stayed connected to his Indo roots, cooking delicious Javanese peanut
sauce, barbequing satay in sub-zero temperatures, and making sure that his grow-
ing number of grandchildren were acclimatized to chili via his homemade sambal.

Rudy and Bea enjoyed a long retirement, rich with family, travel, and community
involvement—but they made time every day to sit and drink coffee, eat a cookie,
and listen to music together. Opa and Oma were tremendously proud of their chil-
dren and grandchildren, and their loving home was always open and welcoming to
friends and family.

Later in life, when it was obvious that Bea’s dementia was too difficult to manage,
Rudy moved yet again, this time to Vancouver Island under the care of daughter

Bridget. Following Bea’s death in 2022, Rudy continued to live in Nanaimo for an-
other year. He died peacefully surrounded by family at Nanaimo General Hospital.

A visitation will be held on March 22, 2024 at 11 a.m. and service to follow at 12
p.m. at Zion Lutheran Church in Stratford with luncheon afterwards. Interment at
Avondale Cemetery following luncheon for those who wish to attend. In lieu of flow-
ers please consider donations to Alzheimer Society Huron-Perth or the Stratford
Humane Society through the W.G. Young Funeral Home, 430 Huron St., Stratford
ON N5A 5T2. (519) 271-7411 www.wgyoungfuneralhome.com
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BUSI N Ess DI RECTO RY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER

i DHERBONS
d ['1'1"' ! I :rﬂ

BrsanSioe

Same great cuts, just a different name.
(formerly Mill Race Barber Ca.)

108 (Queen Street E.
St. Marys, ON
NAX 1A8
ph: (226) 661-0222
W macphersonsbarbershop.ca

COMPUTERS

519-949-9494

bscsitd@protonmail.com

BILL SCHNEIDER

COMPUTER SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

485 James St S, St Marys

CONTRACTORS LTD. Email: mcc@quadro.net
] 17 wamnn Ph: 519-349-2256

General Contracting - Design-Build (A-CAD)
Renovations - Additions - Doors & Windows & More!

Jonathan
‘ & James
Construction Inc.

5875 Line 26, Fullarton, On NOK 1HO

519-949-3107

Construction Management
General Contracting

info@jandjconst.com
www.jandjconst.com

DISPOSAL

Robson
Scrap Metal

Open 8 to 4:30
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800
-‘_‘—'l' _. EEE

206211 Carling St.
St. Marys

DIAMOND
“ DIsSPOSAL

BIN RENTAL OR FULL JUNK REMOVAL
519-284-2221

www.diamonddisposal.ca
info@diamonddisposal.ca

A
EAVES ROUGH

519-701-8838
eavestrough@sure-seal.ca
Seamless Eavestrough
Steel and Aluminum
Gutter Guard - Heavy Built

Fascia * Soffit + Trim Bending
Mare

WES BENNETT - ST. MARYS ONT

ELECTRICAL

et i by,
Forman ELECTRIC LTD.

RESIDENTIAL » COMMERCIAL
BACK-UP GENERATOR SYSTEMS

Work with someone
you know you can trust!

519.284.0833

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL,
INDUSTRIAL & AGRICULTURAL

; niac L1
519-301-8411 = stonetownelectric.ca

SPA

/
S5e 168 5o
% qﬂ/ ) ZZSWHCEZTQ

Shellac
Manicure

Pedicure

Phone 226-661-4168
104 Queen St.E. St. Marys, On. N4X 1A

Monday - Friday 9:30am - Spm, Saturday 9:30am - 1pm, Closa: cay

¢ Mobile Auto Detailing
¢ Residential Cleaning
¢ Commercial Cleaning

www.boscocleaningservices.ca

519-697-2376 | 519-694-2079

MORTGAGE

) AMIE
SHACKLETON

AMIE SHACKLETON

Mortgage Agent

519.949.1225
amig@amieshackleton.com
www amieshackleton.com

fiil ™ e 8
Vi Ton. Kate fo ﬁ'r’{ln'.,--"

PLUMBING
(3 CUBBERLEY

) i) Phumbing, Heafing & Al Conditasing

ST MARYS
= 519-349-2420
Srwice josem s Family ta ‘Foana siwce FE7F

NEED A PLUMBER?

Call Joel Drinkwalter

* Water installation and repairs * Soff
* Iron Filters * Reverse Osmosis Units * Plumbing
Repairs * Bathroom Renovations

Cell: 226-880-0501 * Office: 519-284-4217

INSURANCE

1 '\-.I.nz:\.-. Irsuiramnc: Ei:|||||_| Lrye

Offering Insurance Services for:

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL,
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS,
TRANSPORTATION & MORE!

Give us a call today!

REAL ESTATE

EXCELLENCE & 100% EFFORT IN MEETING ALL
YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

Liz Yundt
Realtor® | B.B.A, B.Ed

Cell | 519.272.9017

lizyundt.realtor@gmail.com

Serving Stratford * Perth * Huron * Waterloo Region  Anywhere, Any time!

REAL ESTATE

LUCIE STEPHENS

SHLES REPRESENTATIVE

519-703-0333

RF!Hhx :!.P-_.\I_n’l. o

SELECT REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
o,

163 Queean St E.
Downitown ST Marys
519-284-4646
peaise|ectreniip@gmaicom

HII!!H" 1"’ (_:IIIH.':I.EI'I!.-

ELAL BN TATE

Toni McLean Sales Representative

5|9-274-|I20 Direct
245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

LIST WITH CHRIS!

—
%" ROYAL LEPAGE
< [ (NN

g@has.  Chris Evans, Broker

Hiller Realty Brokerage
100 Erie St., Stratford, ON | 519-276-9101
listwithchris@wightman.ca

/" Eric Miller
Mabile Meortpape Speciollst
T26-30-5248
e milbes b com

Mortgage advice

for your new home.

SEAMSTRESS

Stonetown Alterations
Professional Seamstress

Ingrid Voermans
www.stonetownalterations.ca
stonetownalterations@gmail.com

519-703-2007

TAKE OUT

EKIPPY:

PIZ22A
519-284-1864
Mondays CLOSED Friday and Saturday 11-10

Tuesday to Thursdays 11-9 Sundays 3-8
118 QUEEN STREET, ST. MARYS

medinas#it
rl

e g Ty ragaTis! &

Sales - Service - Rentals
Call Dave at
519 349 2040, Waterite

Better Ways For Seniors Lid.

il
donBbetnrmayatorsenion com)
b s £an keep lving v

I O i RO | B sVl O B S04
107 &% ong 33 pasibee’ _— .

CLEANING

Spotless Cleaning Plus

Office & Residential

St. Marys and Surrounding Area

Sheila Leblanc
5l9-630-2665

@potless@writeme.com
FLE E? Call or email for an

€79 appointment today
'T'A llT_Tl

TREE SERVICE

JOEL'S TREE SERVICE
919-272-5742

www.joelstreeservice.com

> Removals, Stumps, ¢
Fertilizing
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HELP WANTED

Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Wanted

$ Cash Paid $ for your RECORDS and LPs. Jazz, Blues,
Rock, Pop, Fold, Soundtracks, and more. Selectively buying
CDs, Cassettes, Turntables, and Stereo Equipment. For
more information: Diamond Dogs Music 114 Ontario St.
Stratford/ 226-972-5750

Wanted

A working camcorder that will play Hi-8 digital tapes.
Phone 519-284-3774

Wanted to buy

All collectibles including sports cards, beanie babies, Funko
pops and stamps. Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.
Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814.

Mathematics Tutoring

Retired Ontario Certified Teacher offers tutoring in home for
high school math help.

Evenings, 226-661-0058.

Local Lawn Cutting
Prefer larger lawns. Insured, reliable service, fair prices.
Call 519-933-8636

RUN YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

HERE FOR JUST
$10 PER WEEK

QUIZ ANSWERS

1. Hinduism 6. Nevada
2. The Netherlands 7. Sperm Whale
3. Snow White and 8. Solids

the Seven Dwarfs 9. Pokémon

4. Soccer 10. Schindler's List

5. Grandmother

SUDOKU ANSWERS

412186 ]|]7[9]5]|3
7165|293 |1]|8]4
893 |5|1]|4]|2]|7]6
5(1(2|7(4]|8|6]|3]|9
98|46 |3|5|7]|]1]2
376|921 |5]|4]|8
2147|1863 ]9]5
65837 [9]|4]2]|1
113]19|14|5|12|8|6]7

THE CANADIAN BASEBALL

HALL OF FAME & MUSEUM
IS HIRING FOR 6 SUMMER POSITIONS

For full job descriptions, see our website:
www.baseballhalloffame.ca

Museum Assistant - 3 positions (2 FT, 1 PT)

Available to students grade 11 or higher
Pay: $17.50/hr (weekdays and weekends)

Site Maintenance - 3 positions (2 FT & 1 PT)

Available to students grade 12 or higher, plus
adults
Pay: $18.50/hr (weekdays and weekends)

Application deadline for all positions:
February 29, 2024
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Start date for all jobs will be
late April. %
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All cover letters and resumes can be emailed
to baseball@baseballhalloffame.ca or
dropped off at 386 Church St. S. in St. Marys

\‘atﬁ“d Police Sery,;
i e, Ca

SERVING SINCE 1854

Stratford Police Service

We currently have openings for the following position:

CASUAL PART TIME -
EXPERIENCED
POLICE CONSTABLE

Please refer to the City of Stratford website at
www.stratford.ca for details of the duties for this
position, qualifications, and application submission
process.

Application forms will be available on the Stratford
Police Service website under the “Careers” link.

Completed application packages for this Experienced
Police Constable position will be accepted until March
5, 2024.

Please mail or deliver completed applications to
Stratford Police Service, 17 George Street West,
Stratford, ON N5A 1AG6.

We thank all applicants for their interest; however only
those selected for testing will be contacted.

.o‘ St. Marys and Area

MOBILITY SERVICE

POSITION: Mobility Van/Bus Driver, St
Marys & Area Mobility Service
Casual/Part Time, Permanent
POSITION SUMMARY:

St. Marys & Area Mobility Service is a not-for-profit, community
accessible transportation provider. Mobility van/bus drivers
provide transportation to clients, using agency owned accessible
vehicles. This position can be physically demanding, requiring the
ability to lift, bend and crouch to assist clients to load/unload, and
to operate accessibility functions on board the vehicles.

REPORTS TO: Manager
QUALIFICATIONS:

Education:

o Secondary school diploma or equivalent
Experience:

o Customer service experience or experience working with older
adults, seniors and persons with disabilities

o Previous driving experience an asset

Abilities:

o Valid G or F driver’s license or equivalent (support may be
available for those wishing to attain F Class license)

0 Good driving record and clean drivers abstract

o Current First Aid and CPR Certification, or ability to complete
o Comfortable using mobile device technology (mobile
application)

o Ability to work according to designated shifts and split shifts
(weekdays and some evenings) with varied hours

o Capable of performing passenger boarding and de-boarding
procedures

o Ability to work independently and as part of a team

o Ability to wear appropriate PPE while operating a mobility
vehicle (i.e. mask, eye protection when needed, etc)

SALARY: Starting at $18.72/hr, commensurate with experience
Qualified and interested candidates should apply by submitting
their cover letter and resume. Interviews to be held on a rolling
basis.

Applications can be submitted by e-mail to
mobility@town.stmarys.on.ca. While we appreciate all applications
received, only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

St. Marys Independent

SUBMIT YOUR MEMORIAM,
THANK YOU, OBITUARY, OR
ANNOUNCEMENT

Email us at info@stmarysindependent.com
or call 519-284-0041

GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
IS HIRING
> Banquet Server
> Kitchen Porter
> Golf Cart Attendant

> Restaurant Host + Expo
Compensation includes Hourly Wage + Gratuities.
Join our Team! Apply Online:
stmarysgolf.com/pages/job-postings




Thursday, February 22, 2024 St. Marys Independent

GET FREE LIFETIME OIL CHANGES*

/\ WITH THE PURCHASE OF A BRAND NEW NISSAN

NISSAN
V 2023 ROGUE 0/0
FOR

FACTORY oo
APPROVED :

EVENT

FEBRUARY 15" - FEBRUARY 29™

"OFFER VALID FOR FEBRUARY 2024 WITH A NISSAN RECOMMENDED SERVICE.

STRATFORD NISSAN

2001 Ontario Street, Stratford ON O 0|

A o 519.273.3119 e

Stra tf.rd NISSAN www.stratfordnissan.com j;"““ﬁzﬁiq

STORE HOURS SALES: Mon-Thurs, @00-8:00 Fri-Sat. 00-600 PARTS AND SERVICE: Mon-~Fri. 8:00-5.00 E“méu'{‘
In stock for immediate delivery

2024 Kia Niro EV s o

FREE Winter Tires {
with purchase of
an EV vehicle’

FREE Winter Tires
with purchase of .
an EV vehicle’ "%

*Offer ends Feb 29, 2024. Some
conditions apply

Sals, Service & Parts

/&\ 863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD
K.A Stratford 519.508.5755

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00

General Manager: Bobin Mathew
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00 www.stratfordkia.com




